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LETTE F?S FROM
THE MAILBOX

© "Through rain,
snow, hail, and '
‘holidays, the :
mail keeps coming.f\
tI'm going to ask Ll
‘ {for overtime pay’" :

Lacking a feature article for this issue, and having
lots of good letters, this page will feature letters instead of
- an article, so feast your eyes on the wit and wisdom of the greats
* of Diplomacy: (Onlx requirement for sending a letter to be printed '
45 that you think you're great. ...) ‘

From Mick Bullock there is a-letter dated the ZOth of October. -
In response to IMPASSABLE #39, Mick clears up a point about the British Calhamer Award Ry
winner, the varlant INTIMATE DIPLOMAGE.‘ S o ,v/;

:

“Your coverage of the Calhamer Awards Winners in #39 (oept 2nd) gs sloppy to say the:
least, getting 3 of the winners' detail’ wrong~—perhap§ you've since corrected thisi'

. _.- But your ill—ﬁdvised ‘conment: about the outstanding variant winner, Intimate Diplomacy,
is extremely damaging and suggests a naivete in the British mentality (for voting for it)
which does not cxist, your comment being based on gross information. To actually believe
that we'd vote for "two gamesmasters (1) playing eagh other in 2-player Diplomacy for all
' players to see" sadly reflects on your own naivete. .

+ Intinmate Diplomacy is a truly worthy winner of the outstanding variant category, more
than 30 postal games have beén started over here, and it has inspired two zines solely for e
the purpose of carrying such games, one of which, ORION, .actually won the outstanding P
~ variant zine category. I am surprised that ‘the game hasn t received more publicity in the

States as the rules have been in several U. K. zines at least one of which I d have thought
would have reached you.

Briefly, the two players each have one home countfy throughout the game (chosen by
preference list) and the object of the game is to captulc and hold for an autumn season,
one of the opponent's home supply centers with one of oné's home units.

"Bach' of the 7 powers has a credit at the start of the game (Austria=g£2l, Italy=£24,
Germany=£22, all others=£20) and the two players start off with the relevant credit for
their particular home country. (Credits for the other 5 powers play no.further part.) The .
credit is added to each winter at the rate of £1 per supply center owned by the home country. :
- Credits gpent ent cach winter (starting New Year l901§ after builds, etc., by bidding (bids are .
secretly written and simultaneously presented) for control ‘'of none, some or all of the 5
mercenary countries. The- highest bid for each mercenary wins (the amount of the successful
 bid is deducted from the winner scredit only, so it doesn't ‘cost anything to make a losing
‘bid); equal bids results in noho&y gaining control of the mercenary country for that year, &ts
»units standing; you may bid more than you havc in your kltty, but if you actually overspend
you're out.

' Control of all the mercenaries you've successfully bid for lasts one complete game
~ year including builds/retreats/removals. At the end of each year (New Year actually); all
5 mercenaries go back into “the pot and bidding commences afresh for a further year's control.

I don't have time nor space here to go into all the ramifications of the tactics of
the game, which are manifold (besides, I've not yet played, the game postally though I've
beaten my wife (1) on several occasions! So I don't claim to be an authority on the game, -
simply an admirer). No doubt further play and research will result in a deeper investiga-
-tion into the whole new field of possibilities and positlons opened up, but even just a
-~ single playing enlightens one to @he delights and subtleties of the game~-the prin01ple , :

' beauty being that the mercenary you strengthen or weaken this year may be your opponont/ally
the next! I hope the U.S. will txy I.D. and see what it's missing.

L Just one othér point about the awards. True, Andy Davidson has not yet won a regglgr v
game, but he has a very good record in variant play--and the category doesn't differentiate.,
Unfortunately I can't recall all the ‘other nominees but,I believe Ron Kelly was among them--
how many games Ead Ron won at the timo?" :

(Letters conﬁ #pg, 5@1 ‘5;.«,71




» ;’Ezrdr Spring 10223‘
~ be"underlined.

R F NSG-Wex
' Fall 1022: -
. KYMRU(Genignani):

PR A Sta-Shr/r/(Glo, OTB) -
.‘,;LEINSTER(FuJiharais A Uri-Mea, A Tyr-Uri, F

'~GAME 19?3Bdl Summer & Fall 1022

" KYMRU FORCES DESTROYED WHILE 'SLIGHT GAINS ARE
 MADE IN IRELAYD BY THE SCOT-ORKNEY-ALLIANCE!

Leinster\F Man—NIS should
Note that /inc/ means incom-

plete order,

Sumner 1022: Scotland R'A Uri-Ang, Munster

A Str-Che, A Her-Pow, A

CGwe-Bue,

Men-H, ¥ SIS-Dub, A Tar S I SIS~Dub -

. lk;f(MUNSTER(Dic&} “F TrBMid, F GaB S A Ros-Tua

‘il/, B

e Scotlands

" Press:

L f*COTLAm)(Tonﬁesen)

ps

' it te our boy has done something ra~1°“

- if he gets me, he gels you next, so never . Winter season. -

((Dick, do you know something I don't

ST ‘know? ' Why Taum instead of Tua»m?))v

A Ros-Tua/r/(Bre, Lei, Try, OTB), A Ern-
Don, & Wex H -

ORKNE?Z“ Keller): F Ca.B—Car, A Sut-Don via
Scot F Isl, F Min-WMi, F IAt S Scot ¥

Lew-Tua, A Sli<Ros, F S1B S A Sut-Don,

" Dow-Arm, A Oma 8 A Sut-Don, A Spe S A
Oma,

. & Shr S' A Oxf-Sta, A Car-Pow, A Ang S
4‘Ork A 81i-Ros, F Law-Tua, F Isl C Ork
- A SutDon, F Sol-Man, F Dub—SIS F NBG
; S F Dub—SIS F Gwy—Mon ‘

AUTUMlI & WINTER 1022 Orders due Friday,

 December 13, 1974 at noon, B.S.T.

F2ll 1022 Supply Center Chart:

" Kymeu: Bue, PRL, Brk, 34 (2) R2
‘Leinster: = Mea, Kil, Xf Tar, Man (4) RL’

i Wex £6) Bl, lost 7
S Oma, Arm, . Dur,

Munster. Hom, Lei, 7}
Orkneys Heb, Sky," Oai,
‘ 811, Dow, Ros, Don’ (10

Pow, Car, Sta, Shr (13) 5
Scones Dear Princess, I do not write you

. because I must wipe you out, and I do not
want to lie to such a good player, good sport,

'+ and beautiful lady.
' Kymrus

There is a new song going around in

“ Ireland. It is call Mal The Knife. It ,
concerns this Scottish King wh¢ had-a wee -
“knife which he kept out of sight. But,

"just a jack knife- has old Mal, baby, and
“wouldn't you know, his neighbors disappeared .
after withdraw1ng all his hard-earned supply -
..centers and turning his back on old Mal,

. and now Mal, "he has got the centers, could.
Yes,

Yo

A Che S A Shx, ‘A O“f-Sta,

. turn your back on /old Ma.l, the knife of
?fScotland' SR :
" The new dance that is ﬂweeping che '
country is Stonehenge Wiggle sometimes

called the "Unhenged Stone." First you put

' one end out and the other end out and you

wiggle back and forth (This is earthquake
movement), then you wiggle in the middle
like a Stone full of jelly. It is considered

. to be an instant rage, even the Great Stone

1

‘Hom, Kin, Der, Ghe, Dub ﬁﬁﬁ TU¢,“

‘hours of meditation and researoh

" if the Stone would '

' scholar spokesman.

cals A%,:sfteto befall all disbelievers:
”Greau ‘Stone was heard to laugh in a malicious

s never seen Lufore was beheld

" Brror Fall 1913 reﬁort:

is doing it. Scholars have come up with

the answer to what the Great Stoned Stone
meant by "Whew". After much study and many -
they found
A good sueeze -

the meaning. He suezzed., ,
I remember

always is good for an earthquake.

‘the time a strange land called.California.
- paid the Great Stoned Stone to take allergy

pills avound then.” ;hey_were warrzed that -
‘Whey" around them, they
would sink into the sea. HNow take that

place Atlantica, they did not pay *he Great

~ Stoned Stone to. take his.allergy pills, so

they got uueezed into the sea," replied the .
His advic e was pay up or
gel sueezed into the sea. Colle~tion for

the Great Stoned Stone Allergy Funé is .
being started by that noted personality, _
Mal the Knife. Question,"Who has invented

to find things in his middle? Are thay

‘key words in the Great Stoned tone Exf“r~

tation Plot?

toneheng H Bewara the befuddled wasdcm of |
the east, your plans will not prevent. the

The °

mamner. This new laugh £ chtened the -
Priests to leave the scene and in deing so
they left behird the young, Temale sacrlfice.
When +heJ returned, the sacrifice was no
longer ¢ be seen, anl ¢nchad a sight as

; Besides the
frcat Stone there was apoohéL Great Stone. -

but a bit smaller and the two leaned towards
cach other, supporting each from a fall, :
The Priests, due to their ignorance, felt
that the sacrifice was turned into a female
stone. So, they started their Tertility
dances~--dances not to be degcrlbed here in
this PG rated gamezine.
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caiE ,19703J, Autumn 1913

I'oVerlooked the

printing of Italy's A Bur-Ruh. Consequently
I counted ounly TO units. 3But, with 11

anlt», Ttaly must remove one unit this

Paving not roticed thls

A



T P
error, Italy did not send in a removal. So,
only the Autumn season will be played. - The
Winter and Spring seasons will be combined.

If anyone wishes, separate seasons can be had.
Autumn 1913: ,
: Italy R A Bel-Pic, F Lon-Eng, England R
A Liv-0TB. ((Andy, I need your phone number))

WINTER 1913/Vote for 5-way draw and conditional

Spring 1913 orders are due Prlday, December
13, 1974 at noon, E.S5.T.

A re—readlng of the Houserules finds that
draws excluding any player(s) is not allowed
as all players must share equally in a draw
(see Rule #45). Also, since the Houserules
permits it, I will call for' a voite for a draw
of all the players included. One no vote
will be sufficient. I will not require a
plan to break the draw, only a ro vote. The
results of the vote will be published since
it isn't prohibited in the House Rules.
body not voting will be casting a no vote
since any draw must be unanimous in order to
succeed. ((Not so in my new house rules,
but that doesn't apply to this game.)) The
vote for the draw is with the Winter orders.

GAME 1972BG, Autmn & Winter 1912
NATIONS RESTOCK THEIR ARMORIES AND SUPPLIES

Autumn 1912:
F Lvp-Iri

Winter 1912:
AUSTRIA(Ball): B A Vie
ENGLAND(Swies): SP

ITALY(Hrbek;. B A Rom
RUSSIA(Fish): SP (R A Sev OTB)

Russia R A Sev OTB; Italy R

SPRING 1913 Orders due
1974 at noon, E.S5.T.

Friday, December 13,

- Winter 1912 Positions:
Austria: A Ruh, A Hol, A Kie, A 3il, A Var,
A Pru, A Vie, A Ukr, A Sev, A Gre, F Bla, &

Tyr (12); England: F liwg, F Lvp, A Yor, F
Lon (4); Italy: F NAt, F Iri, F Eng, A Par,

A Pic, 4 Bur, A Tri, A Pie; A Ven, F Aeg, F
Ion, F Ank, A Rom (13); Russia: ‘A Mos, A Iiv,
A Nwy, A Swe, F Bel (5) | \

Press:

Rome, Winter 1912: King Ginzo has expressed
“his extreme dismay at the failure of the
new Austrian government to honor the Tri-
-partite Alliance. The nefarious aggression
of the Austrians has prompted the King to

- Any- *

direct Italian forces to Austria to attempt ~
t0 reinstate a more favorable government.

S e am wm e e o -, e e e e e e ew e em e

CAME 1972BW, Spring 1913

NUNICH FALLS TO ADVANCING RUSSIANS! BOTH
SIDES DIG INTO TRENCHES AND ITALY-TURKEY
PREPARE FOR NAVAL SHOWDOWN !

Note: Richard Swies is now the new player
for Italy. Could not reach Lindauer by

© phone for the second season in a row!

FRANCE(DePrisco): A Ple s Ita A Ven, A Ruh

" 8 Ita A Kie/otm/, A Hol S Ita A Kiefotm/,

A Bel-Bur, F Bar H, F Nwg S F Bar, F
Lon-Nth, F Eng S F Lon-Nth, A Edi—Yor,

E “th*Hel
GERMANY(Dav1es) A Den H, A Ber S Rus A
Tyr-Mun
'ITALY{bWieSs A Kie<Mun, A Ven 4, F Adr S

FIon, FIonH, FTun 8 F Ion H
RUSSIA(Knudsen): A Mos-Liv, A Sil S A Tyr-

Mun, A Tyr-Mun, A Vie-Tyr, A Bud-Vie,

I Bal S Ger A Den, F Nwy H, F Ska S

F Hwy H, F StP(nc) S F Nwy H
TURKEY(Abbott): A Tri S Rus A Vie-Tyr,

A Boh S Rus A Vie-Tyr, A Ser S A Tri,

F Alb S F Gre-Ion, F Eas S F Gre—Ion,

F Gre-Ion, F Smy-Aeg

FALL 1913‘0rders due Friday, December 13,
1974 at noon, BE.S.T.
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TMPASSABLE'S EXPERTENCED GAME NUMBER TWO

Well folks, the first of the second-
round games is ready to begin: The report
which follows represents the start of the
second experienced game in Impassable.
1972CJ was the first. is is the custome
in our games, the first deadline is twice
the length to allow for initial negotlatlonsn
For all the bloody details read on: ((Doug,
blease note that I need a Boardman Number,
thanks'))

The Cast of Players:

David Davies, 2385 Lawrence Ave., San
Bernardino, CA 92404 will play Turkey.
David Fujihara, 1225 Peterson Lane, Honolulu,
HI 96817 will play England.

Ronald Kelly, #210, 225 Virginia Ave., SE,

Washington, DC - 20061 will play Germany.

N John McKeon, 88-00 Shore Front Pkwy., Rock-

away, NY 11693 will play France.
Francis McIlvaine, 144 Sackett Rd., Apt. #6

. Avon, NY 1941k will play Russia.






Davis have cooked:up: - It should be very
' you a report.
| HeamdTar

i:with 50 many sea\spaceg, I'm going to try

;. and tighten up the cohvoy rules some. If we -

¢ get it done in time, -and:c:
. way to transport it, we'l
DipCon. But dok't count oh

1 figureﬁout a
'th
‘that,_We

5 e
“: even got the sphere: yef and the only\ﬂeppie/
ed’

“iwho haven 't laughed at us want over a hun
“i’dollars for the/ Jobe Sheqyft o ot
ta svare less of a- hass&e.

Ly This was Tan’ ola letter, but I“m.heping
ffithat printing it may encourage other global
- inventors o speak up onkiheir pet’ projects.
i Next'is a longér lettern from Lew Pulsi
-, ‘phet. “As usual, he has: sopething 1o say

\‘ k2 )

;fi‘_,A‘ nﬁMP%SSABLE is\#l 1n repligs to~the

was pewé to me whén I heardit. I can only
- repeat that it is my underst&ndihg that,
" Beshara believes iti /It is beand question

~ what for, personal cgaﬂ
ST My letﬁer ih.#42\ uffered

\fﬁhé~coﬁpetitoﬂ’svgoals‘are basically,det
-;\mined by the game, that 154 the rulebook

;éne GhriS\ﬁqyne ef ypur 1721 game and Ghnck
all) seems ‘to be buiiding for a panel tb
vote on the- GA's. You, John/ are the omn
persoan know of who supports voting by‘the.

/indiv1dual members of“the hobby.y You are

”}1nterest1hg; I'11 ﬁTy andAremembér to give . , *

David ﬁavies is in '?ZBJ Of%lmpaésablﬁgi
3 1

regular Diplomacy rules—-except that j'side"? Latest survey<figures ares

' Noxrth American, Player Poll)) receive a -
Br,t,

yhhve‘nev sPen ‘one. ” Given the/trend o
' ‘recent réplies, I suspect ‘that the percen-
 \tage of-North Americans who receive a =

o couple at that) is less,than 10 per 100,
*;and probably much closér to 5 per 100. Why
buck that, John?. And how? s L

- jble/reaaers only to see What they think
;,about the ‘various d§§0u531ons, and to see
what types of features th

/';that warrants listening tot‘err,rreading..“ufj

jyou won't get .much of a response.

. myself; rathér than depending on articles.r*
' n - ‘Moreover, articles enly get at. the surfac
vthat he and his cronies gached the pgiluu"g
‘ EE R you can't teach psychology in/twb—page :
articles (if you can at all).:
‘jprobably book

%ron the typ s
1‘“p1ayers~ﬂhpoks on jpractical psycholagy,\

‘‘‘‘‘‘

Sentiment (as much as there is-any ak

28 of
137 respondents ((Lew's referring to his

LtAsh Dipziqe rﬁgularly, L& 0f those’ %B?J
Briﬁish zine regularly (and usually only'a,

“Wh§ don't you run & survey for I __Eggggv

like? You can
get a person ta replﬁ to a survey which ~
requires yes, no degree answers whereas,_;
s ifyeu, just ask people to express opinions,

I‘was 2 novice onceg John--in fact

for over. a.yeara I feel much bettér for
haVLnb learned to play the game competentlyt

_Theré are
which would help novice 2

'”hganalysis/Freudian(@laptrap., But i
ne read these books!afdr-read them
hinkzanycne would. bother to read the




LETTERS, CONT.».‘

" novice handbook oh how to play the game.

" Make it generally available to novices and
then forget all the repetitions "how to win"

- -articles which clutter some zines. I know
it won't happen--people definitely favor this

type of article according to my survey. But
there are useful articles of this type and

~ those which wastes space. I thought that

~Verheiden's article in a recent DW on stale-

. mate lines was fairly useful. His article

" in the latest Impassable is too abbreviated

© to help those who really need it I think."

* % ¥ % .
Before I reply to all these letters, I.
ﬁ:uish to print one more set of comments, these
' coming'from Andy Phillips of 1970BJ.....

g ""You have a lot of people as replacement
players who could possible only hope for = -

. second place."? -Garbage: .And I don't mean

only grammatically. If you're in a position

~ -to wrangle the winner into letting you be

. the plumpest goose in the oven it's because
~_you have something to trade. If your
“opposition didn't mean anything the victor
wouldn't have to bargain. And if your

‘opposition means something and you end up as

~dinner anyway...that's failure. And I won't

- countenance rewarding failure.

» And failures who want to be failures are
* just as much failures for all that. That

~ someone wants second place is no argument for

“acclaiming his ability when he gets 1t. It's

" the wrong ability."
: B

Okay, allow me to take them in order....
First, I do apologize for the printing
of a rumor about the Intimate Diplomacy
- variant, and for the mis-information on the
winners. I was working from memory and that
issue was slopped together in a hurry. So,
. forgive me: As a result, however, I have.
- since become very much interested in the CA's
- and am heading an IDA-sponsored panel to
‘discuss how to run it right the next time. I
uinvite you to follow along with the rest of
us.

I wonder if any of the readers recognlze
the variant described by Mick Bullock? Is
1t true that this would be the first printing

As for Doug Beyerlein's article, The

to be printed in Impassable--but I wouldn't
say 1t was Doug's best article! ‘No .offense

tell all,

- of the rules in North America? Let me know!

Dominant Player, I thought it was good enough

'is intended, but I think your best article

printed in Impassable was The Name Of The
Game Is.... in the old, anclient issue of
#3, April 22, 1972. Another excellent one
and a favorite of mine was, Options which
appeared in #6 of Impassable on June 21, 1972.
Both of these articles dealt with specific
techniques and/or tactics to solve or ,
answer specific problems of the game. The
article you gave me was good, but since it
was a first, there s room for more to be
said about it: I'll print anymore you 11
say about the dominant player!:

Getting on to Tom's comments, I do
have an interest in a practical and playable
world variant. Another effort is Fred
Hyatt's Colonia which apparently will be
printed by The Master Machiavellian people.
When that comes out I'll snatch a copy and
One of these days if I have time
I might work up my own variant for the
world conquest:

I will lump my reply to everybody's
comments about second place finishes....

No one wants to believe that there are
games in which one could not win! What
if you were Turkey and then France and Ger -
many dropped out of the game and replace-
ments were missing orders, etc. allowing
England to take the powerful lead. Mean-
while, your brilliant attack on Russia with
Austrian aid is working, but both of you
are pressured by England on all fronts.
Italy was another country with problems and
presents no problems, but doesn't stop you
or Austria from being defeated by England!
Surely you people will admit that there is
a certain amount of luck involved in all
games? Rare is the game that isn't influen-
ced by gamesmastering errors, player missing
moves, allies missing crucial supports, and
so on. It is no fault of the player if
clrcumstances takes the game away from him.
Any argument of proving the game is being

Trealistic about countries suffering command

control or whatever would not hold water
in relation to ratings.

Sure, the aim of the game for most .
people and the rulebook is to win by taking
control of 18 centers, but failure on one's
own stupidity is one thing and failure due
to someone else’'s stupidity is another! I
still say that the second place finish
should not be punished and should be given
a rating in proportion to center count
with the least possible modifications....

- The panel to run the CA's is approved
by the IDA and I will open it up soon as
possible. Right now the goal.is for early
' (cont. next page)




 LETTERS, CONT,

January with a‘publicationbrun to include
as many publishers as possible. The idea is
to invite publishers to subscribe to the

- panelzine so that they may follow the gist

- of the discusslons and perhaps correspond
their ideas to the members on the panel.
will be 10 voting members, one being the
IDA President, whoever that will be next' year.
The nine includes the Chairman, myself, three
other Americans, three British publishers,
and two Canadian publishers. The only chance
I'1l have to stuff my minority ideas down
thelr throats will be on my second-voie powerg
to break ties.

I am trying to promote interest in the
CA's by talking about it wherever I can. My
views include international awards as well
as a publication of the candidates for the
awards. My views also includes voting by
hobby members of the world. If these ideas «
should prove impracticable I will forgo then,
but I am working from my side of the fence,
so to speak:

One reason why I am aiming for a practi-
cable way of having an open vote is to avoid
any possibility of cries of dictatorship.
Though many if not most of the awards may
apply only to publishers, even the 10 on the
panel. will amount to a minority of the pub-
lishers also. So, democracy is a solution
to creating a bad image. Remember that this
hobby is very independent minded

I am Jjust throwing out this as an idea,
but the problem of ignorance as indicated by
Lew in his preliminary review of the poll's
results; can and perhaps successfully be
combated with several efforts

1) Publicatiocn on both uldes of the
Atlantic of the awards candidates in the
fullest manner possible and with the least
possible blased views included.

2) Mass advertisement in major and minor
publications with plenty of time allowed to
discuss in print the merits and otherwise of
~ the candidates. Give about 4 months between
announcement of the candidates and the dead-
line for votes.

3) Rigorous definition of the awards,
and strict delineations will help avoid
confusion on the part of the voters.

4) - 8tructure the awards to prevent
candidates from winning by popularity as a
result of circulations, and/or regionalism.

~As an example, an award for best zine of the
year could be structured into 3 or more
- categories of circulation.

- There are a lot of things which can be

There
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1 protective envelope, this excellent buy

approach workable. I have many of these
ideas and I will test them on the panel
when the time comes.

Funny, but I kind of think that great
articles are on the decline, that is, there-
are limitations to the topics which can be
covered bout the game of Diplomacy, and. so
you are perhaps at least partially correct
about repetitive articles, Lew. I think-
that I have two new topics which have not
been discussed or written about much and

~when I have time, I will come up with my

two contributions to the dippy archives....
Yes, it would be nice to have a novice
handbook, but right now it appears that I
would be the only one willing to do so.
As it is, I have to worry about the 1975
Handbook publication as well as a possible
Calhamer Awards publication: I have often.
thought of putting together all of the
.available stuff from Impassable back issues
and write some extra material especially
for the novice and market that for myself,
But, that means work and time which I don't
have, Sigh., :
Well, that's it. I thank you all for
writing. It has helped to make this issue
a readable one. Perhaps I will get around.
to making a poll--it has been awhile since
I held one for my own purposes. Maybe....

The 1974 Handbook is an excellent
source of reading material for the novice
as well as for the more experienced player,
Eighty pages of quality mimeo printing on
good white paper produces the best single:
dinpy publication in the history of the
hobby!

3 The best writers such as Beyerlein,
Birsan, Verheiden, Walker and many, many
more have contributed their efforts to this]
outstanding effort of a publication!

Many topics from humor to the serious
to the studious are included in this large
second edition of the Handbook. Most are
original and a few are some of the best
reprints available: Get yours now before
they run out or the price goes up. Only
$2.00 for IDA members and $3.00 for non-
members, postage included! Mailed in a -

can be yours! Send your money (made out to
‘International Diplomacy Association) to:
1974 Handbook, ¢/o John Boyer, 117 Garland
Drive, Carlisle, PA 17013 U.5.A.! Hurry!

T

tried to make the ‘international democratic




Yi“: stated were: 1)

; )

L for the ammual orgy is not known.

\ states that E1l Con has been temporarily =
~suspended and the games will be continued by
_ carbon copy.

NEWS*

News Just caiie in on the statug of both
The Fighter's Home and El Conquistador. On.
the problems of TFH, I got a copy of the
letter which went out to their gamesmasters‘
of which one was Ron Kelly. The problems
A breakdown in the printing
_press of their printer, and 2) 'The Bishop

sending Dan Gorham to a series of Irtcrnatlonal

Church Conferences in Dublin, Ireland and
.Paris, France. It is stated that the next
three series of moves will be run by carbon
copy by the respective gamesmasters and *
‘when Dan gets back, TFH will take up where

e 1t Left off.

. Then, Jjust last week, I received a -
letter from Gordon Anderson including among
other things, a statement to be printed in
the next Diplomacy Review about E1 Con. He

In early January, he expects
to resume publicaticn of El Conguistador.
He did not give a reason why the zine was

~ temporarily suspended.

: Other news from Anderson includes an
announcement of the dates and place for the
19?5 CITEX convention.

Well;, from the Hew York crowd, I hear

| they want to establish the next year's DipCon

in New York! It secms that there might be
some confusion if these conventions keep
popping up....in the past, the official

_ DipCon was established by the leading hobbyists
- which are, for the most part, elther in New
" York or in the:!IDA as members.

Whether this
-means that New York will be the noxt scene:
From our
viewpoint, they have some merits: 1) HNew
York is centered in the heavily dippy-popu-
,lated eastern seaboard, 2) A large group of
-long-standing hobbyists arc available to help
_with the work involved, and 3) To Tinally

. bring the annual DipCon to the Bast Coast!
. After many years in California and then in
Chicago,’ the DlpCon should be held in the
East:

I read that the TDA, an dncient dippy’
organization, is again collecting dues. Well,
I've said.very littlec about the TDA except .
in ohe early issue of Impassable when I jumped
from TDA to IDA. The same reasons for my.
‘giving up on TDA to join IDA still stands.
today: 1) They're a bunch of lew Yorkers
who are not mainstream hobbyists, 2) They.
don't publlclze their treasury expenditures,
3) They don't publiczze thelr membership

i o . s L . ST -]

- they are to be avoided:

v

‘possible.
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8y - records, 4) They don't hold public elections

and 5) . You don't know who runs it (they .-

‘say that John Beshara does, but I can

hardly believe that he exists or is capable -
of running even a private, closed dippy
organlzation ). In overall perspective,

How could you ,
complain or know who to voice your opinions
against?- In the IDA at least you.can

trample over the "clique" that runs that
organization and say your piece about how
little you think about them. My opinion is

" that TDA should go from the scene as soon

as noss:.bleo , ‘
'Robert Lipton seems to be pushing an

organization of North-eastern publishers to

combat orphaned games. The idea is that

the publishers band together to protect

themselves from' orphaned games. If one

were to drop out the others will pick up

his games and share them as equally as

e. Unfortunately, there is going to

be a lack of publishers with time to spare. .

in order to promise that he would share the .

orphans if someone else drops out: I for

one applaud the effort, but I myself don't

have the time to handle orphans. My time,

at the least, is belng devoted to some ‘

hobby services.

- A weird version of the Calhamer Awards
was Jjust received here from Robert Sacks,
15-F Tang Hall, 550 Memorial Dr., Cambridge,
MA 02139. It is for real and not a Jjoke,
60 perhaps I ‘should print the pertinent

details?

"To 1mplement the foreg01ng declara~ .
tion, all publishers and any other interested
persons are invited tos a) subnit a pro-.
posal for the name of one or all of the

_awards listed below; b) inform me of whether:

they will manufacture and distribute ballots -
and therefore wish to be informed of the
nominations for the awards listed below;

“fc) submit nominations for candidates for
" one or more of the awards listed below.

The seven most hated persons in the hbbby.
The worst publication. '

~ "The worst new publication.

The worst reliable/gumes master (/I/ﬁﬁiﬂﬁ

BE/REARE/ REBE/ AL EXARELE)

The least reliable (scratch the above
. comment) gamesmaster.

The worst single press relecasec.

The worst press release series.

‘The worst regular ganme.

The worst variant game.

The worst variant design.

The least meritorious contribution. -
s (cont. next page)
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The worst article.

Please respond to Robert E. Sacks, lS—b‘Tang

Hall, 550 Memoxrial Drive, Camoridge, MA 02139,

on or before February 28, 1975."

On the English Connection side of things

we have a new trade in Craig Nye, 56 Meadow
Drive, Lindfield, Sussex, England. His new
publication, REITEF is very promising, being
well-written, well-printed, and hav1ng good
artwork.

It is a shame that part of the problem
in subbing or playing in English gamezines
is the currency exchanges involved. VWhat is
the dollar worth in their currency, how do

- we get currency of their type? And so on,
another problem, as far as games go, is the

time involved for mail to travel the Atlantic,

even by airmail. The postage is expensive,
and though Horth Americans could afford it,
the English could not afford our publishing
fees since vprices are higher here. Neverthe-
less, traders arc finding that you can trade
with English traders on third class surface

postage which is in the U.S.A., 10¢, the same.

as for first class postage. Though it isn't
more cxpensive to trade in this manner, it
does take time to get there--about two months
on the long side. There is no date on the
first issue received here (he's only into his
third issue and haven't learned to have the
date in there, but is excellent on everything
else!), but the date for the deadline was
given as October 2lst. So, you can figure
out how long that took. Nevertheless, after
the initial delay, each issue should arrive
at the same intervals of the publication. I
now trade with six British publishers plus
other publishers in othor countries.

That's all folks: #endit

DIPPYWORLD
Chapter 3:

Buchanan of Hoosier stood up tall above
the seated group. For some he was a tower
of strength, for others, he was a tower of
controversy. ‘

"What is it,

The Door is Opened

Walt?" BirSauron asked.

“"T propose that we send an expedition‘to

the Bad Lands to investigate this prophecy
of Lew's." For most, the master of the most
famous Hold of all commanded respect for his

intellect and awesome practice in the practi—

cal matters of science.
(cont, next page)
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- radio room and went in.
:  "left the lights on again!”

SOLITARY CONFINEMENT

Anonymous Author

' The unconsciousness of sleep rapidly
gave way to the reality of wakefulness.,
Torgen's eyelids blinked once, twice, thrice,
a fourth time before he was fully alert and
comprehending. Slowly hearose from the
lounge/bed, stretched his arms over his
head, and yawned.

Torgen left the confines of his small
bedroom, walked thru the gangway to the
"Damn, " he muttered,
He sat down on

the swivel chair, switched on the trans-~ '
mitter/receiver, and placed the headset over
‘his cars. He flipped the "send/receive"
toggle switch to the send position and began
transmitting.

"Mayday, Mayday, Mayday. U-S-S5-4-3-1-

¢+ “J-% calling Mayday. Come in plemase.”

"~ Returning the toggle switch back to
"receilve", Torgen sat back and waited
hopefully, expectantly, and yet, dejectedly,
knowing full well that he had gone thru
this routine many times before with no
results. All he heard thru the sensitive
earphones was the constant hum of the .
recelver, 1nterspersed with crackles of
static. ‘

Adjusting the volume, Torgen repeated
the s.0.s. three times on three different
space frequencies with the same negative
results. before shutting off the transmitter
and removing the headphones.

He flicked the lights off as he left
the radio room and silently cursed himself
again for leaving them on yesterday, or
whenever 1t was that he was last in the
radio room. The zirodean lights used in
the radio room consumed a vast amount of
solar energy. In contrast, the psionic
lights used throughout the rest of the ship
used almost no solar energy at all. In fact,
the psionic lights generated their own
energy, despite the fact, or rather,
because of the fact that they were constantly
on. Torgen made a mental note to himself
to explore the possibility of somebow tapping
the psionic lights to replenish the ship's
solar energy cells, should he ever need to
do so. i

After a quick breakfast of reconstitu—

ted bacon, eggs, toast, and coffee, Torgen

made his way to the command room, the heart

of the big spaceship. He turned off the

psionic lights and sat down in the command

chair, After several seconds his eyes
(cont next page)



" settled, BirSauron askéd for ideas on how and
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A P SOLITARY, CONT. A { AvPIQTURE PUZZLE
Can you trace a
line through the

not croas any |
\ ‘Mot hard to do,
time is 3

| adgusted from the brllliance of the—psionic -
; lights‘to the eerie twilight of the planet wizard and
~ Neptune. o --to be continued.... ' of the lines?
© (I was surprised to receive this offer in -
' but the rated
-the mail. I can only hope hé will follow up -
- with the sequelf)) :
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DIPPY—WORLD CONT .

. "Okay," answered Edi the Ulzard (also
' as BirSauron or Birsan the Cruel), "I'm =
with him, what do you all say? Let's ‘take
a vote." They all showed hands thumbed up
for the proposal and it won easily. With that

. who should make the dangerous trip. By total

- agreement, it was decided that Boyer, Beyer-
lein and Mahler would lead the foray into the
Bad Lands. Though arduous and dangerous,” the‘“ :
~trip would not be long in completion. It was |
decided that they should lecave soon and be
able to return before the cold of winter
~could set in. Plang werc readied for the

- trip south and afterwards, the Council
discussed the Dorsai case. The Dorsai was
“introduced.

g ' "Today, Francis the Lion-Hearted, as
he is known among his people, came to me
in the great Hall to ask that he be
allowed to say something of great impor-
‘tance to the Council." John the Impossi-
ble was enjoying his moment of control ahg
was reluctant to give it up. "So, I
leave the floor to him."

.The diminitive Dorsai rose to take

" the stand by the window. Framed by the

' light of a rosey sunset, his black

"~ attire enhanced his prescence of doom.
With his quiet manncr and in his soft .|

~voice he spoke. ‘ 7

, "For many years beyond which any

" man can recall, my people have been at peace
with all of their neighbors. We have tilled the land, milked our cows, planted ¢crops, and
have leéd serene and contonted lives. low a dark shadow is beckoning to overtake our people

“ and thelr land. I, as heir to my fathor s throne, have had many opportuni ies to travel
the length and breadth of our part of the world, and I have seen with my owd cyes the
encroaching gains of the Treeticks to the West. Thesc semi-humans have invaded our borders,
raided our towns, raped our women, and have done more than I can tell you here. They have
become a great danger not only to us, but to our whole world...." the Dorsai began to speak
in earnest, "For they have a fury and a hunger I have never known them to possess. Death’
they seem not to fear and they continue to come! I greatly fear that some black force of
evil has put them to their new rampage of unaccountablé costs. Brave as our people have
been in the defense of their homes and villages; we have failed to stave off their gains.

We are humbling oursclves to ask for your help.” His emotional force spent, the Dorsai
abruptly halted his speech. His 1lilting besceching had captured the empathy of the entire
audience in the ‘room and the sudden end snapped some-invisible: wire holdlng reason and

(coq}, page 12) U

[
i

Lo SER TR T O



DT
|  DIFPYWORLD, CONT.

‘emotion apart.. As one man, the crowd roared
for action against the Treeticks. Almost
beyond control they were once again roped
into manageable obedience by BirSauron.,

"It is my thought that the Diplomacy
‘World, as we know it, face great dangers from
two corners of the world. Perhaps they are
one and the same, perhao not, but I say we
send a second expedition to accompany the
Dorsai Francis back to his people. This is
war and I ask we send a force of several
thousands to drive back the inhuman Treeticks.
Who will help the Dorsai:"
was commanding. - Litex cally blasting those
in the room to obedLence, the response from
the crowd was great and immediate. Contribu~
tions in men and arms were Dronlsed for the.
fight. . For all purposes, it would seem that
the organlzed Diplomacy wrorld would win and
force back the forces of evil. Everyone was
in a, flghting and victorious mood when
uuddenly the door opened as if a trﬁmendouc
wind blew it open ceano,

o -~to be continued'

THEM THAR CHESS GAMES

Not having received any moves from the
players, I suppose the games are over. No
one has any interest left. So be it, I
declare ‘Fish Harbor as the victor by default
in Game #1 and Fobby Bisher lbser in Game
#5 also ‘due to default,
game. That was & quick one. The player
has beoen missing his other moves and so that
is that. Congrats to Harbor and ??7777.
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I MPASSABLE 43
117 Garland Drive ) : .
Carlisle, PA 17013 —
United States of America

- from the cast.

DirSauron's voice'

Carmy-.

¥ “Lublin created a tense situation.

/ 4)‘!'2

POL/—\/\/D

Part Four,

On September 17, Soviet troops invaded
Polish resistance, though -
gallant, was soon crushed. Germany annexed -
western Poland, Russian the east; the.
central portion ("Government General”) was
placed under German occupation. When

‘Germany attacked the USSR (1941) 211 Poland

came under German occupation. Though all
Poles suffered cruelly, none fared worse
than the Jews, nearly all of whom (c. 3
million) were exterminated. Polish forces

under a government in exile continued to

fight alongside the Allies. In Poland it- |
self thcre arose an effective underground

- Polish charges regarding the Katyn
massacre, Russian demands for cession of
east Poland, and the creation of a Russian-
sponsored provisional Polish government at .
Harly

in 1945 all Poland was in Russian hands,

and the Yalta Conference prepared Allied:
recognition of a somewhat broadened Lublin:
government. The Polish-Russian border was :
shifted considerably west, while the 'Potsdam.
Conference transferred 1arge parts of east

‘Germany to Polish administration, pending

a general peace treaty. Most of the German
population was expelled. Poland joined the
UM in 1945, By 1947 Communists and left-
wing Socialists had gained full control of
the government. Poland became a “people’s .
democracy” within the Soviet orbit and in
1952 adopted a new constitution on the -
Soviet model. Poland joined the Warsaw -
Treaty in 1955,
: ——End of history course
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Quick: Seﬁd money, your‘ _ﬂév;:f;ﬁwﬁﬂMﬂ;—QZfo:ffik‘
sub is kaput:___
How about tradlng? Red Walker &
1069 chkﬂlz‘f 62103
JOIN THE IDA AND BE A Sen Diego,

PART OF ORGANIZED DIPPY!

FIRST LLASS WAIL

" FIRST CLASS MATL -



