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Uil » .SORRY ABCUT THAT. A sudden smash of overtime work has put a
crimp in Gary Jones?® schedule until nexi fall. Therefore,; the announced
start of DIPLCGROK is similavly celayed. Gary is still accepting cone
tributions of articles and so on, howevers
C¥QT70DRL, -~ ITALIANS CELEBRATE AS AUSTRIAN REVOLUTIONARIES SCUTTLE FLEET

NEAR MALTA, MILLICNS ANSWER ENGLISH, TURKISH DRATT CALLS. )

Winrer 1902 AUSTRIA (venMetzke): NO ORDERS RECEIVED. GM removes
F Ion (1AW HR 143, ENGLAND (Cochyan): B F Lpi, FRANCE (Peery): No
changze CERMANY (Melsen): No change. ITALY (Lakofka): No change.
RUS3TA (Welsh): %o change. TURKEY (Naus): B A Con, F Smy. ‘

VER PLOEG SPEAKS...Brenton VerPloeg

Az promised, I am going te try to forget about the game that is being
played out beifcre our very eyes, and merely take the positions involved and
analyze ithem from an abstract point of view, contingent on what their best
interests demand. This time: JITALY.

Italy is my least faverite country, by a margin of maybe 20-1, Offen-
sively, it's almost impossible to get new builds to the front, and defensive-
ly, Italy at 4 or 5 units will often get nailed from one side if he fares
out an another. Given those inhereant weaknesses, the Diplomacy weak sige-
ter is in a potentially excellent position from which to build this year.
He is not subject to the defensive weakness, provided he moves quickly e-
nough, because France will obvicusly be too busy. Offensively, Austria is
on the ropes, so iiL's a race against time for Italy. Can he become a major
power before E/G roll down on him from behind? If so, perhaps he can pry
one of the allies awvay from the other. By annihilating the Apulia army
this next turn, he can go to four in the Fall, and be at five by next year. -
The crucial issve is his alliance structure.

- Italy has one obvious ally--Russia. R/I is almost a certainty as far
as usual procedures are concerned, for Italy must, above all, grow now or
he will never have the chance. But assume that done for a moment. What
strategic problewms confront him? (1) At his front is Turkey--powerful
and obvicusly impossible to defeat beiore potential enemies break through
France, Must he fight Naus with Russia, or turn against him? (2) If he
protects himself for the short term by an alliance with Russia, and gets
tied up dgainst Turkey, who will protect his rear? (3) If he allys with
Turkey, where will he expand, and how will he ever manage to curtail the
traditional habitc of Turkey in an I/T alliance to slip past Italy to “stop
the Wegtern powers” and sonmchow manage to find lay-over points in the
Italian ports? {4) Vhat alliance structure will serve to break the E/G
danger? All of these must be considered, if only in general terms.

In terms of solution, Italy is saddled with all the problems which his
country implies, and there are a great many. He must, however, (1) try to
brealk up the English and Germans; (2) NOT allew the Russians and Turks to



RADATH 7 0 page 2

unito~~if thiz alrevnative comes off, he may as well forget it, and let E/G
hit R/T scumewhere in the middle of his country; (3) eliminate the Austrians
on hls fxont a0 nguickly as poosibie, in oxder Ln gain enough hower to become
an ef Ffective nepetiarer (and note that his alliance structure must be set
BEFORE he gots a center or two; ¥ he builds fleets, it's anti-Turkish, and
ne doesn't want to have to do that unless thera is no other alternative).
These are negative regquirecwments, of course, Toultlvely, and in obvious cor-
relavion o the abovae, he might try several things at this point:
[1? Cain an LJLthwe with B apainst G by arguing that he could take the
ground p011hon of the ub<a\?t. Ihis cannot be ””dlblc, however, without
a Turkish alliance als bcn:pwe the Turks would bowl though weak Italian

sea powern long before Lho nglish coulid help cuts

FZ27 Try te becore the n:vaL power for a Russian/German/Italian play.
Gbvicusly, the Cerman alliance would be scheduled to come into play only
AFTER the demice of France--Ii & G would be pretty feolish to give up all
thosge ¢ y after starting in con them. Italy could build all fleets,
ane the crucial pover against the English and Turks, picking
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up concessic s he went, 1iberla perhaps from the knglish, and a couple of
centers frem the Turks. The key of diwlcmacy, of course, is to keep the
REST of tno board in stasis while YCOU make headway and gailn the initiative.
Frankly, this method would sexve Italy the besi.

{37 Tey to knock cut Turkey with a Russian alliance in time to be able
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to. forgont about the rmans and English. In fact, the whole point would be
involved Lﬂ a rece against tinme. Gavious’y, this is a poor alternative, but
sometim%a fhen you h e only small change because of the positions of other
Dowa Lb, :‘f"_‘)u mugt de the best yf,u ClNuewn e
{47 He mAghL, finally, try to ally with France, sending a fleet out
his waw in arder to help cut, dnd u&jbe sending two. Here again, he would
have to have a Turkish alliance, which would probably be hard to procure,
but hwe couldargue that Turkey would have to do SOMETHING in order to hold
up e E/G alliance. And even if i€ involves keeping three inactive fleets,
he could argue that it's better that the fleets be inactive than that the
western powers become so large that they would bear Turkey down. Turkey
will have no trouble getting third in this game, but that's not what anyone
tries for. First, of course, he would have to get Turkey either to abandon
Austria, or turn Austria aeainst Russia, while ceding & center or two to
Ttaly to provide for the much ne eded extra fleet or two (or 1’m:&e). A
dangerous game for Turkey, but aren't they allif
‘Az far as being attractive, and SLerlﬂg from equal posxtlons, I would
rate, in crder of preference, in this way: 2,4,1,3. The big problem with
Diplomacy, though, is that vou do NOT start out anonymcuslyéuthe countries
are all plaved by people, and thoy all have their separate ways of doing
things. Having talked plenty about vcmsondlltxeq last time, I spent this
enrxro article eon NOTHING 3BUT artificial considerations of strategy. Any
trenpt to read ﬁef>0ndilLl“S into this article, or any resemblance to any
par on 1ifing oxr dead, is entively ccincidental, and the management denies

a1l responsibility therefor. Now I'm going ocut and get stoned.

THE LEGEND OF “L;E?f SWALLOW ten L kofka

raprer 2 (Cont'd from éé} o

Iach v, Rathy Vankdiller would travel to SanFravrcisco, there to con-
sort withh a roncwned--~not necessarily for his fashion designing successg=-=
ccuturier wns would draper ner with his latest creationse This year she
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returned, her voluptuous frame covered in the style, the motif, and the
garb that cculd only be called the Pregnant Hun look. To comment on how
ithe other ladies appeared ot Sunday sexvice, in these creations, would be
3011y fer me to mention.

Dut this gilant stride backward in the creation of feminine mystique
was accepted by  the Swallowers, who feound the disheveled look both execiting
and enticing. Moct excited was the young scheol teacher Roddy Wackerw-rie
valed cnly by the town bully and fop, tavern owner Buddy Tree Teck,

To _be continued
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‘ress Release
LIN: Rumers circulating in this capital, and actually printed in

aper before coples were seized by the censer, indicate that the
selling all his shares in 88s and buying Turkish securities even
at the present oubragecus price. He isg convinced, an informed, usually re-
liable source told me, that the Sick Man of Hurcpe has shaken his malady
or, to be more accurate, has succeeded in passing it to every other Power
in Eurcope. It is true that the Kaiser has purchased a villa in Zurich,

but for what purpose ne cne is willing to speculate in public., «=Dick
Tyler, special correspondent, New York Tinmes

N8G: lonelv-- Empercr of a certain central Buropean power seeks com=
panionship, even in the form of a letter, from other powers interested in
discourse. Tor the mopent have something to offer,

PEERIS (25 December 1902): In ceremonies at NotreDame Cathedral this
morining, the Duke Louls de Peeriguerx was crowned as His Majesty, King
Louis XXVII of France. Immediately thereafter, King Louls crowned his
wife, Margaret, as Gueen of Irance.

PEERIS (26 December 1902): His Majesty the King today appointed th
Duke of Aguitaine as Premicr of the Government. :

GASTRITIS {29 December 1902): Tne Colon, Poderkagg®'s supreme legise
lative boedy, is in an uproar today over the news that King Pandemonium V
intends to recognize the Peerisite government of ¥rance and to receive the
French Ambassador, Won Ton Macoute {a Haitian born in Ching). Mandrake
“Qurobourcs, a Sinator from NoviZion, declared vesterday, "The Sinate cannot
sit idly by and see our Celestial Mecnarch’s approval given to a Peerisitic
régime, when all the world kinows that the Péerisites are the sworn enemies
of Westcern Civilization as we know it!" "Yes, Mandrake," rejoined Faustus
Saruman, Sinator from Diraconis, "but you must admit that Western Civiliza-
tion as we know it is hardly very much like Western Civilization as most
other people know it.”

GASTRITIS (30 December 1902): King Pandemonium V lcoked up from His
breakfast of lambs’ eyes and peacocks' tongues in honey. "We see no reason
for all this upset. After all, Cur government recognizes the Dirac Anges~
tum Gesept government of Germany, does it not? And do We not deal with

rime Minister Cochrane of England? And do We not even accept the Ambas-
sadeor of the Swaliower Government of Italy? Well, if We can recognize that
motley crew, We can certainly deal with the Peerisites." "Bravely spoken,
my love," put in Queen Vendetta, busily buttering some biscuits which a
moment before had been small stones. The interview was terminated a few
minutes Jater when the Queen turned a couple of the reporters into frogse.
She changed them back aguin when informed that they were not Princes, but
by then nobody felt Llike staying any leorger than necessary.
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