Issue #2 May/81

Ha! You thought yvou had seen the last of me, eh? Well, no such luck,
not for you or Dave Carter becuase here I am doing this again. SLELEP-
LESS RWNIGHTS is a brand new zine (zeine) dedicated to the plav-by-nai
hobby of Diplomacy. Diplomacy is a game of deceiving and nefarious
scheming (no matter what John Boardman says) invented by Allan Cal-
hamer and manufactured by the Avalon-Hill Game Company. SK will bhe
published every five weeks and will run both 3- and 5- week deadline
games of regular Diplomacy. Openings are still available in béoth
games. See the Games section below for lurid details.

This is the second and last mass-mailing of free SLEEPLIESS KNIGHTS to
everyone and his brother. This is issue is going out to most of thosze
of you who received the first issue plus several new personalities.

If you wish to continue to receive these little beauties, I insist

I get some money from you to cover costs. Those of yvou who've already
sent in your money, thanks alot, sucker. Seriously, this issue will
go to you free also and your sub will start next issue. Send cheques
(or checks if you're American) to: Dave Carter, 118 Horsham Ave.,
Willowdale Ontario, Canada, M2N 129. Or, if you want to shoot the
bull (it's your $5.13), my phone # is (416) 221-8066. I promise all
money received will go to good use (my daughter neceds braces). I

have already bought a new ribbon with the money I received so far.

Sub: 10 issues for $3. Game Fee: $2. NMR Fee: None
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Games

Yes, of course I still have game openings. There are now five signed
up for the3-week game and three people signed up for the 5-week game.
Too bad they didn't all sign up for the same game; I could have started
a game in only my second issue. Oh well, as long as I beat Don DelGrande'
record for longest time to fill up first dip game, I'll be happy. May-
be I'll get luckyand be able to start both games next issuerz I'll
start more games, too, as soon as those fill, so send in that very
cheap game fee and lets go. Houserules are sent upon receipt of the
game fee. Remember: standbys are wanted and they play free.
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Several alert people mentioned that I was not telling jokes at the
bottoms of SK pages, bhut asking riddles. Well then, alright: Keep
an cyve peecled to the bottom of each page for more riddles when I need
the space filler. Like right now.
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My gimmicks.
With so many new zines coming out these days, it is hard to build
a subscribership up from scratch. A publisher needs something to
draw attention to his new product and get people interested «nough
to pay for it. In short, every publisher needs a gimmick.
I've thought long and hard about what qimmibk I wanted to make
SK's, and I think I've come up with a couple Let me know what you
think. MNobody even noticed my most chvious qme1cu, T us CJ it last
issue and I'm using it again this issue. Sleepless Kno il
only zine in existence today that is printed and public ‘ \
upside down. (Pause while you check.) Ves, even the staple is moved
down to the bottom right hand corner to perfect the illusion. That
is one reason why if voure looking for an interesting zine printed an
interesting way, SK is for you.
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Fakes in General.

Before ¥ get into my big report on all the fake zines I've received
1~ s, I thought it would be appropriate to make a few comments on o
S0 oo wvyal and how I personally feel about them.

Mere seems to me Lo be sort of an anti-fake mood in the
‘. wWothing like Boardman's hy steria, certainly, bu“ a

v towvards fakes. People site the perponderonce of ffa
vohis. So what? Really good fakes are works of art, and #7158
appreciated. Fakes that aren't quite so good are still almost ;
enjoyable. One of the worst moments in the hobby's recent histoxy
was the end of the strike dt the plant where Jack Mastors wo 3
swear the quv spent the entire strike bunched over his tyrpowriter
turnina out fakes!) I'akes are not even all that common, really. lHow
many do you get if you don't sub to Black Frog? llow nany even if vou
do? Defore ¢ 43 there hadn't been orm'for a counle of months,
discounting T'm not even sure Y'all counts since, like Peek,
it isn't even a real zine to begin with.

But when a fake does finally come out, pubbers either igrore it or
relegate any commcents on the fake off to the botiom of the pags to
fill space and nothing more. Zines don't have to devote as much evoace
to fakes as I did in this issue, bu% some comrments would be nice.
Geez....give a voung struggling faker a break! Dven if no other h“u;er
will do it, I will aoive a blow by bLOw report on all fakes T receoive,
even if it gets to the point where that is all I'm known fox.

Lets face it: fakes are fun andycu can't really ever get cenouah of
them. We're far from saturation point "~now anyway. Jack Masters,
where are you when we need you?
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My third joke.

0. What's another word for A. Designer gencs.
genetic engineering?
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Recent Fakes.

As I said last issue, I will be reporting on any fakes I reccice.
Since I got a couple a fakes since last issue I guess I owe you some
reporis.

First received was Y'ALL #3. It's six pages of minor laughs. Det-
ter than No. 2 but still not very great. It scems to me that it comes
down particularly hard on Kathy Byrne and Bruce Linsey (although not
at the same time). Linsey bhas already mentioned Y'all #3 in his VOD
and did not scem too pevturbed. I hope Kathy can take it as well
herself. Does this werhaps indicate that the fake was the work of
Brux? Iandwriting on the outside matched Bruce's chicken scrawlinags.
Also Caruso's nam ¢ has been mentioned as a possibility. It is nost-
marked from Memphis, TN, so the faker did a thorough job. I worry
that this fake was a bit rough on the above mentioned personalities,
but I'm sure the whole i
Rating: Two stars Perpitrator: Linsey (Best Guess)

+ Ty Ty 3 S
thing was donc in fun.

Next was the TLIFE OI' MONTY fake, postmarked from Santa Cruz, Ca.,
when the real LOM postmark is Oakland. Close, but no cigar. Although
this was an attempt to immitate an actual zine, it was easy to catch
as a fake because of several small crrors, such as change of type face,
similar but not identicle handwriting, and the different format {Onon
instead of the usual reduced digest). Still, the content was tyoical
Del Grande, so if you weren't wary it might have caught you oif gaurd.
But it had a whole lot more of spelling errors than usual (Berch?).
Since Boardman subscribes to LOM I wonder if he got a copy of the fake
and if so, if he was taken in by such a vile and malicious deed.
Rating: Three stars Perpatrator: Masters (outside chance), Linsey?
And now the kicker. The fakes claim to be done by the same person,
someone calling himself the "Walrus." Obviously a Coughlan Protogege.
If indeed the fakes were done by the same person, then the "Walrus”
is getting progressively better at faking since his second work was
much better than his (or her, even) first. If only his spellinag would
improve. (If only mine would improve!) Another possibiltity is that
the faker of LOM used the name he saw used bv the Y'ALL faker.

So who is the Walrus? Certainly not Masters (the Walrus himself
says as much in Y'ALL #3) since the quality is no where near a Black
Frog. Perhaps Linsey, since he has been tied in as a possibility for
both zines, but I would think that he could do a better job as he is
an experienced faker. I think that the walrus is new to the faking
business, bhut whoever it is I look forward to more.

I of course have my own very strong suspicions as to who the Walrus
is, but until I get some confrimation I won't finger anyone. I hope
to make the announcement my next issue. Hope no one beats me to himn.

Finally, here's an overdue notice that PEEK #2 has come out, published
by that little tart Janc Proskin. Since no one eclse in the hobby.has
the guts to do somethirg about her I guess I'll be the one: who 1s
this cheap fluzy and why is cvery one so hung up en her? Won't sove-
onc call a spade a spade and come out against the tramp (besides John
Boardman)? She goes around lying about repsected publishers and still
gets mentioned in every zicen in the country. Well, I'll never mention
that little tramp again in SIK.  Ignorant Slut.
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Sleepless Knights #2.

Diplomacy Crossword Puzzle,

After you finicsh the crossword puzzle, try to take
boxos marked e in the
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ACROSS.

Hobby mascot
Troleria (abr.)
what?
No place to
retreat
Rest In Peace
Why ?
south Last
Turkish center
(abr.)
Numbers
7 countries
That which is cut
army
North Last
Grab 5
Switzoriond

o —

33.
34.

35.
36.
37.
38.
39.

40.

Failed
English center
(abr.)
English Center
(bad abr.)
Sea {(abr.)
New
Land force
Super :
novice 7 pachct
To do other than
romised

10.

12.
17.
18.

Originator

sub

hustrian pro-
vince (abr.)
To stay put
Forced to move
back

Tretick
Astrian Pro-
vince {(abr.)
Italian pro-
vince

When a unit
must retreat
Sea (abr.)
Houae,___n
Turkish center
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Not really zine reviews (cont.).

a page 1s minimum to be sure at today's high prices for subs. Thres
would be nice, but I don't want you to do anything against your will.

Life of Montv., A very qgood zine 10 issues old published by, of all
thinas, a freshman at UC Berkeley. and all I thought they did was
hold rallies and burn things. With all his games just about to gct
rolling at last, Don DelGrande made a fine move and is anparently
putting them atl in subzines to be included with LOM. I was gettting
worried that all the games might over power the zine. Don's hwaor
is, UMM , intercsting and, as you con tell by the name, Monty Pytho
inspired. A good zine which I hope will make the top 15 in this vear's
Leeder poll. Congrats on finally getting your games filled, Ddn.

Joicon i nother of the more infamous zines about thece
days, much to Brux Linsey's delight. One step down from BB's lettoer
column, Bruce has lots of letters each issue, but (but? is this a
liability?} they do not qeno&a7ly range from the topic of Dln Vel

is probably the timeliest zine I gel, every issue out on time, no
excuses. Fine games are run if youre the type that does'nt J-walk,
comb vour hair in public, or go 60 mph on the highway In shori.

Brux is a stickler for rules and secns to love to upclare orders
ambicuous and them arque over the merits of the various cases. 5ro

Voica of Doom. Thisg is

f))
O

&)

indeced! uall has good reading material too, i1f youlike letters
about the value of crossing your 't's when writing your orders and
articles all about theoritically possible but highly improbable orders
like )

Linsey is not to be denied.

Whitestonia. Ironic that W would come after VoD since their resnective
publishers seem to be arch-enemies. W and its pubber John Caruso
seem to be a little more relaxed about thinags than Drux, but when
they get together there is no love lost between them. Although I
like a few other zines better than W, I can't think of any other
publisher I like more than John Caruso. Why? Tor the simple fact
that he takes time to write to you. Wrkite any other publisher and
you get a note on the outside of yvour next issue of his zine; but
write John and he will write you a letter and send it seperately.
Lither that or Jchn is the only one in the hobby that bothers to
pay any attention tc me when I write him. I really resovnect him for
it. But I like ¥rux too. (Well, the United States had a two~China
Policy, right, so why can't I like em both?)
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and speaking of DBruce Linsey, in his latest VOD he gives me and
Sk a plug (which T thank him for) but it contained something I°'4
Iike to comment on. Brux says Dave Carter "has a terrifically
aross sensce of hwnor." Well, well, Bruce. Try this. next joke
on for size:

0. Whyv is 1t barvder to unload A. You can't usoe a pitch-
a pichkun full of bowling ﬁgr% on bowling ballis.
, . ‘bhalls than a truck full of Te
« * o -
* dead Babies? T
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