
































GOD SAVE THE TSAR : 11

What is all the shouting about? BSurely in a game where six of the players
portray monarchs and the seventh a President only because nobody in France
could agree on which royal house should reign, democracy is not a. serious
rallying cry. While very little can be said for the absolute monarchs who
bluridered into the Great War, they did have a certain noblease oblige that
is absent on a consistent basis from the voting rabbles which replaced them.

Of course democracies are needed, especially after an especially bad experience
with another form of govermment. As the Supreme Warlord of an absolute monrachy
-and empire, Winston Churchill, once said, democracy is the worst form of govern-
. ment save all others ever tried. So how do you have a democracy? Well you

have votes, elections, referenda, and plebiscites, lots and lots of them. And
now do you make sure that these are valid, especially when the votes are taken
by mail? TFortunately, democracles have been around long enough that this much
is known: elther the voter signs in person at a polling place, or he signs the
envelope in which the ballot is sent., Democracy is not possible when an anony-
mous person can forge ballots. I perscnally find it absurd that people are
publicly afraid that they will be driven out of the hobby, no matter how much
they deserve it. Ostracism is a democratic procedure and fortunately this is
not a democracy.

There are areas where voting is absolutely inappropriate. It is never actually
appropriate, but we can try to ignore non-extreme cases. Democracy is after
all the right of 51% of the people to vote the other 49% to death. GSome people
have noticed the problem I am about to attack, and you will no doubt hear more
about this in the future, but I feel that the most dangerous blight on the
postal diplomacy hobby are. the virulent extensions of democracy known asa the
Beyerlein Player Poll and the Calhamer Awards. THEREON, TIHEREFORE, WE, ROBERT
BDWARD SACKS, IN ALL OUR OFFICES AND CAPACITIES, AND FOR QUR FRIENDS AND
COLLEAGUES, DO DECLARE PERPETUAL WARFARE. GOD SAVE THE TISAR.

To implement the foregoing declaration, all publishers, and any other interested
peraons are invited to: ay submit a proposal for the name of one or all of the
awards listed below; b) inform me of whether they will manufacture and distri-
bute ballots and therefore wish to be informed of the nominations for the awards
listed below; c¢) submit nominations for candidates for one or more of the awards
listed below. :

"The seven most hated persons in the hobby.
The worst publication. o '
The worst new publication.

The worst relliable gamemaster.

The least reliable gamenmaster,

The worst single press release.

The worst press release geries.

The worst regular game,

The worst variant game.

The worst variant design.

The worsat player.

The least meritorious contribution.

The worst article.

Please respond'to Robert E Backs, 15-F Tang Hall, 550 Memorial Drive, Cambridge
Ma 02139,l0n or before February 28, 1975,



