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of Texas & Internatio'nal News

¥ I had intended to use this forum to discuss
some of the reasons why I decided to publish
LSD. Because of space demands, you will be
spared that. Instead, I need to talk about some
general policy that will be followed here.

f Houserules. In their third generation with
this issue, some have been changed for the sake
of clarity, others because of omissions. More
changes will likely follow. I will consider run-
ning a game under special rules (e.g., with

. black press, fast deadlines, etc.) if the players
- want it, but most of the games will follow these -

"HRs. 1 want the-games to-Tun smoothly-for-the = -~ =i

players and for me. LSD will avoid two players
from the same geographical area in the same game,
and to diminish chances of crossgaming, I'll try
to fill games with people not already playing each
other. If problems arise that can't be amicably
resolved between the players and the GM, I'll
consult other GMs for advice, but I think the
HRs cover most situations fairly.

¥ Trades. By trading zines with other publish-
ers I hope to keep myself and my readers aware
of what's going on in the hobby. I will also
consider mutual subs, but Il be very selective
here for financial reasons. I doubt LSD will be
a money-making project, but I'd like to break
even. I have no objection to profit in principle,
as long as the readers are paying a fair price
for what they get. Trades and the resulting
publicity should help me reach a break-even
level. And speaking of publicity, or plugs, I
will plug zines and gamestarts that I can recom-
mend, and would hope other publishers reciprocate.

1 Contributions. I encourage LSD readers to
send me original articles, cartoons, newspaper
clippings, and anything else they want to share.
1 will give subcredit to contributors whose own
work is printed. Letters may be printed, but
without subcredit. If you don't want to be
quoted, be sure to tell me. - s
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9 Articles. Some of the articles that will appear

may bore experienced dippers. They feel that
articles on tactics, for example, are a waste of
space. Those people can skip what bores them
and try to come up with articles of interest to
the experts. LSD will carry occasional articles
intended for the novice, and will therefore re-
hash the merits of particular openings, alliances,
etc. This material will be new to some readers,
and a fresh look will often stimulate new thoughts
among others.

f Literary merit. I am a professional writer, of
sorts. That is, I am a freelance translator of
scientific and technical literature from Russian
to English. OK. So it's my business to write
clearly and use the language effectively. That
doesn't mean I never make mistakes. Quite the
contrary. 1 make a lot of mistakes and spend a
lot of time correcting them, depending on the
incentive. When someone pays 8¢/word for a

_translation, I give them their money's werth:—0On -~

the other hand, when I write personal letters °
such as Diplomacy correspondence I won't usually
put the material through a second draft (unless
the negotiation is a crucial one). LSD falls
somewhere in between. 1 will proofread and
correct the mistakes I find, but some will inevi-
tably slip through. I'm only human, John Kador,
so don't hold that against me. Along the same
lines, I'll try to give the material printed here
some minor editing, for grammar, spelling, and
punctuation (though this is my weak spot). If
an article needs more than a minor touchup, I
won't print it.

fiChauvinism. Although I don't care who shot
J.R., and I don't follow the Astros, Cowboys,
or Oilers, I will be printing bits of Texana from
time to time. Mike Mills has EMHAIN MACHA,
doesn't he? So I've got LSD. And notwith-
standing Mark Berch's opinion about weather
reports, you will probably see a word or two
about it from time to time. These cartoons
should suffice for now.
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