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En 0o start o The new year, a nmew ribbon, Thia 1a the model ‘Jﬂ BROPE:
1983 LIFE OF MONTY, brought toe you by Don Del Grande, llve from 413 45 ),

Deutsch Hall, 2650 Turant Avenwe; Berkeley, CA 94720. Scheduled to
be included in this issue are the start of a new sapga, the all-new-
and-exciting-toc DIP BOWL, another bit of the Satirical Six, more

Kingmaker {(you can alweys skip that), and pome idle gossip. I mean
"scheduled™ because 1'wm never too sure what ende up In an issue of

R o R npe—————— o

; this thing,
T can't believe that I outlasted JUST AMONG FRIENDS, but Al

recently announced that JAF has ceased to be published. We'll miss
Uncle Al every montk, with his "personal glimpses™ and his exploits
with his wife Nancy end theilr children. Maybe Al will put ocut a

- eubzine tc WHITESTONIA -~ that could bhe an unstoppable {one p7)

! combination, with Caruse, Byrne, and Pearson under cne roof. (And

| maybe John Boardman will suddenly fold ~ they're both about as likely.)
' BPut now it's time for... ...

! MORTY'S REWS AND COMMENT is brought to you by anybody who wants to.

TSR mailed iasue 90 of STRATEGY & TACTICS early in December. This

ioaue had been completed by SPI before the takeover, but the game

- (MONMOUTH, an American Revolution game using the WELLIFGTOKR'S

1 VICTORY syatem)} hadn®t guite been produced, sc TSR tock care of that.
I don't ¥now if any of you received this, but my copy of MONMOUTH

! was almost unplsyable = literally. TSR'e die-cutter blew it, and T

i almost had to RYIP the counters apart! T hope that they get better,

;? And; apeaking of TSR, they have announced that 5PI'a BATTLE OVER
BRITAIR game, scheduvuled for releasme last April, will be developed
and released early in 1983, ANTIETAM needs more work, and an
ORIGINS releamse is rather iffy., Maybe in time for GEN GON, The
firet gemes to be releaped under the TSR banner will be THE CREATURE
; PHAT ATE SHEBOYGAN, PIREFIGHT, and SWORBS AND SORCERY. If yon want
% . %o know whet SPI games, components, and back issues are available,
? write to Customer Services Department, TSR Hobbiee, P.0. Box 756,
: Iake Geneva, W1 53147, Hoa = VILTORYT GRAMES , TG, 43 W, 38l ST, SUSTE G002, 859 Yo, ATY

Rod wWalker has returned to the blg magazines - Iin the latest GENERAL lﬁﬁﬂl)
' (the one with GURSLINGER), he has m new column, THE COMPLEAT DIPLOMAT.

: This column describes the firet 25 yearsm of DIPLOMACY and the hobby.

| However, I do have one gripe. YThe first three esentences go: "We must

! adwit that there are other games beesldes DIFPLOMACY. Grudgingly..:.but

' we must sdmit 1t, These games are of three typesa: Dutdated Predecessors,
| Inept Imitationa, and Cumbersoms Complexities.”™ That's nice, Rod, but

} what abont KINGMAEER and CIVILIZATION? (Spesaking of CIVILIZATIOR,

- ¥'d suggent that you fans of that game watch for the November/December
1982 i1ssue of THE GENERAL, avallable at better gaming stores near you,

or send $2,75 (Canadians ;3. Europeans $3.25) to Avalcon Rill, 4517
Harford Road, Baltimore, MD 21214, Those prices include postage.

And now for a few notes from Larry Feery,...first of all, Larry has

noticed all of the polls that have been taken lately, and all of the

complaints that go with them. He suggests that there be an Dfficial

Hebby FPollater, whose job it would be to take care of the "big" polls

{tbhe North American GM/Zine polls, for one}. Anybody out there who

bas polling experience and thinks they can do the job, talk it over s

—--1 wust be S\iprins — it's been ony q
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with larry. Also, there's larry's FOTOBANEK idea, where all of the
prominent hobbyists can send pilctures of themselves, pix taken at
cons‘ and so forth, B0 others can use them in there 'zines,

Aere's one of his better ideas: the DON MILLER MEMORIAL TROFPHY FUND.
Naturally, the fund 1s to purchaae the DON MILLER MEMORIAL TROPHY,
The itrophy would go to the person who did the biggest mervice to

the Bobby during the preceeding year (naturally, the award is made
annually)}. Last, but not least, comes the PFall Elections for the
INTERRATIONAL DIFLOMACY HALL OF FAME. The IDROF needs nominationa
and members for the Electilon Committee. ©For details on any of these,
contact lLarry Peery, cfoc IDS, P.O. Box 8416, San Diego, CA 52102,

For those of you looking for Don Ditter, the Beardman Number Custodian,
he has moved to 6% SOUTE MAIN STREET, FLORIDA, NY 10921. And
speaking of cuatodiana, Lee Kendter Sr., 4347 Benner Stireet,
Philadelphia, PA 19135, hae taken over from John Leeder aa the
Miller Number Custodian, However, it secems that he didn't sign
the Covenant (I assusme 1t's some sort of Loyalty Osth), and Robert
Sacks claime that he will take over as MNC if no one slgns a loyalty
tc the Covenant by January 9. Given that this iasue of LOM comes out
&fter January 1, and not having heard to the contrary, I assume that

. Lee ia the MAC and Sacks doesn't recognize him, But who among you

] recognize Sacks? 1 support Lee Kendter Sr. ae the current MNC, and

| suggast that Robert Sacks take two hard-luck peints.

|

¥hich brings up the guestion....18 there too muck Sacks in the hobby?
(You've nevar heard that there's too much Sacks & violence on ™7?)
Then again....is there too much TSR on TV? Good night!

~THE~PRECEEDIN G- QUOTE-WAS-NOT~MEANT~- TO-MEAN- THAT-SACES-SHOULD-LEAVE-THE~HCEBY-HAVEN "

~YCU-EVER-HEARD=-OP=A~PLAY~-ON~WORDS?

"¥o, T haven't"

There go those voices again - but 1 told you it was new and improved.
"Here's the question,...the center of the map shown on & Conference
Mapaheet 1e in Pruesia, On that same map, which SC dot i1s clomest
to the top?" (RRRRING)

*New York, Swider,...Swaden™

*No, can you-"

"WHAT? Are you sure? That couldn't be wrong. I want to complain-®
"That's mediocrity for you, but this isn't the ESM team!"®

"] know, but mediocrity extends to the cormers of curved spase."
‘#The corners of....anyway, can you take it, CC?" (BUZZZZ)

"o, Leeder....How about St, Peteraburg?"

'Hhich coast? That's an ambi guous answer = only kidding, but wrong
nevertheless,®

"How about Variant Dip? I was the MNC, you kmow."

"That's beside the point - there's no such thing as Variant Dip Bowl,
Respect %o Don Miller not wi thstanding, the answer is Morway."

Could YOU have answered that? These idiots couldn't but that's

e—a{ DIPBOWLS

Definitely not some fly-by-aight organization, DIP BOWL comes, as usunal,

from Wheeler puditorius on the campus of the TUniversity of California
in Berkeley....

L

iv “!EZ:“;O OT’fk:‘; I did NOT mear that
it re oyally 1o any person(s).
PAGE 2L is |O\,q o V\obod\/.



RNow, let's meet the teams.,.."Bill Highfield, from Rochester, NY....
Tom Swider, from Endwell, NY....Phyllis ¥yrne, from Fluahinf. NY....
Fric Kane, from Great Neck, NY......Those are the wvarsltiy dippers from
the NEW YORK PUBLIC DIFPERS (NYPD)........Randolph Smyth, from Medicine
Hat, Alberta....Ron Brown, from low, Quebec,...John Leeder, from
Calgary, Alberta....Dave Carter, from Willowdale, Ontario tI hope
these citles are correct)......and those are the varsity dippers
from the CANADIAN CLUB OF DIF ("We'll drink to that!™)}"
Now pushing the fast forward button...."Wrzubviplgzahudna ahsjifngom
dniavhdkenslanekwhaf th=nal® and 211 that,...and now for the real fun:
"Here's the tossup: for 10 points, of the Baltic, Skagerrak, Irish,
Adriatic, and Black, which one can be used in a 5t, Petersburg to
Syria convoy?" (RRRING)

"Rey York, Byrne....Adriatic”®

"Phyllime, you're supposed {to know everything about spaces near Italy -
didn't your mother'e victories teach you snything, beslides the fact
that you ecan alwaya win if you pet novices ap alliesn? Anyway, that's
wrong-" (BUZZZZ)

®Canadian Club, on the recks - er, Smyth....how about, er, uvh, the Irish?"
{FPhyllis gives a nasty look) "Not THOSE Irish - the Irish Sea”

"Can we accept that? OK, we will, insofar as that's the right answer,
Here's the bonus, worth 3C points: a long time ago, there wasa a
gquestion about a bloek of 25 connected SCa, For 15 peints, which
non-3¢C land space should bé turned into an 3C to jeiln the largest
poasible number of SCe, and, for another 1%, how many SCs would be
ioined together?®

cg ;S}ks it over, then leeder gives the answer) YAdd Burgundy to

ge

*Purgundy is correct, but there are %31 «~ did you remember to add
Burgundy? The acore is now....what do you mean, you can't ccocunt

that high? Wwhere did you learn math, USC? At least you ecan count
dellar billas and yards galned per rmsh, but wken it comea to thinm
atuff, 1t's cut of your league, Anyway, here's the next tossup:
here's one of these end-of-the-game quick ones -~ for 10 points, how
many different countries, if they cam be called that, are there in
CIVILIZATION?" (Pause) (longer pause) "Noc answer? The answer 1s 9"
{TWEEEEEET} "There'a the whistle,...it's officlal?! The final score
is 265 for The Canadian Clud Of IMMp to Minus 20 for the New York
Putlic Dippers - the CANADIAN (LUB = wait a minute, what's this?"
"Steop the match!"™ saya aomeone whose initiale are SR, but not
necessarlly in that order., "I want the CC disgqualified! Their
members haven't signed the covenant of loyalty to the Diplomatie
Ewmpire and theg refuse to bow down to the Supreme Leader!™

"Aren't you a little early?"

"Ian't this DIF WARZ?"

"Ho, 1t's DIP BOWLY
"I'm sorry - walt & minute, 1 remember you from last year! We were
robbed of the title....and how did New York lome? NKew Yorkers never
iope - the Meta and Rangers excluded, of course.,® He shouldn't have
talked about the Metis in front of Phylils, since I know Kathy can
Bense every word Fhyllia hears. However, Kathy'a team won't be on
for a while, Bince next time {thie 1s the new part) the CANADIAN

CLUB CF DIF defende ite title against the 1980 worid champions, the
FLYING DOGS OF RETALIATION,

~NOT-MUCH-REW=-AND~-IMPROVYED-IT'S-STIiLL=THE-SAME-QLD-STUFF-ISN' T-1T7?=FUST~GREAT-HIB-WC!

FILLER....Southeaptern Massachusetts Gamers will kost Worcester Wargamers
and Mid-Hudson Valley Games Club hosts Mercer Adventure Gamers in the
semi-finals of the 1982 Rortheast Gaming Association Playoffs. The KRGAFP
ie a 12-team event which pits teams of four players againet each other

in 6-hour matches, with "hours won” determining victory. 1'11 bet
Caruso, Helnowskl and two others could murder any of these teama..,.

Ow, sure.... this ic PANGE 3



A Tather short time ago, in & galaxy pnear and dear to our hearta,
Lhere were, with apciogies to Darth Vader, Captain Kirk, and Douglas
Adams, plus a few of our own,

It was a time Of intense siruggle. HRebel

diplomata {no, I'm not referring to you

Southerners - well, not necessarily, anyway}

had won their first wlctoriea againast the

evll Diplomatic Empire, MNaturally, this

irked the Almighty Emperor 1o no end. The
power of the Emplre had been tested for the
first time, and the forces couldn't take
the heat, esBpecially on those ice planets,
However, the Espire waa far from destroyed,
and at thias very minute the collective

minds of the Imperial Masterainds were working or & secret weapon

which would bring the Resbels to thelr knees,

"We have brought forth from the fartest reachbes of space the most

texrrible things that exiat in the universe....a book of Vogon poetry....

a sample of BORN TO DIP....volume 1 of John Hoardman's Black list....

and the most vile weapon anywhere ~ by ltself, pusranteed destructlon -

the game reports of all games played 1mn LIFE OF MONTY.®™

"Rothing 18 that powerful,®

*Oh? We loet two planets jJust getting it here. ¥Now, we combine the

elements....add a strong cup of tea.,,..behold! DIeath {to the rebels!

IN THE NAME OF "THE ALMIGHTY EMPEROR!"™ Just them, the Emperor's

laft-hand man walked in, amidst a blaze of trumpets.

"ENOUGH! Do you guys have to do that ewe time T walk through a

door? Why can't you jJazz it up a bit, while you're at it?

"Yes, my lord" answer the musicians collectively.

mnHail Lord Sacks Fiftihavenue® exclaim the sciemtista,

"Yasa, do, Tell me, have you finished the weapon?*

"Well, we'rs just finishing up ~ that 1981A5 i» highly unstable, you

know,."

"Md you put in the 1981CP?7 That will finish off the Rebels for sure."

"Ho, my lord - I thought you maid that the orders mere changedi®

*"You POOL -~ you've made one mistake too wmany.®" BHe paused,,,,there was

a large noise, followed by a8 large cilence and & lot of dust where one

of the scientiste mtood, Unfortunately, it was the wroag one,

"My lord, may I muggest-"

"Look, Itve had it with you a8 it i=s, Get this ilhing ready for

launching today! Otherwise, 1'l]l aim at somebody eise — how would

you like that?"

OK, 80 the Empire is finiahing their secret weaponm. Meaanwhile, the

Rebel forcep on planet Plushing 7 are discussizg their next strike,

"OE," said Oboe=1=Carusc, "about our next sitrike-"

"TMdn't the narrator Just say that?" interrupied Princess Luscieus, not

realizing that I'm in their future. "Oh, I'm sorry."

"If you ek me," esays John Poleo, which is a bai pan, but what do you

expect for 50g, "I Bay we go right to the heari of the galaxy, seek

out this Emperor guy, and blow him away.®

*You would Bay that., May I suggest a scre liberal approach?®

"Did you eay liberal?™

"We're supposed to be rebels, you know. What I a8t that we do is

that we go from planet to planet, turning the o tions toward our

cause, and then take our collective troops and faree those 1diots inio

submi asion. "

*"That won't work - don't you ever read ¥RFEEDOM TH THE QGATAIT? We're

guppased to let the domino effect cverwheim the empire for us., Besides,

Life, e Univuse, ond PAGE 4°¢
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they've got that Secret Weapon of theirs.”

"S50? We have our own, for just such an emergency. It's2 unstoppable!
It's incredible! It's also deductible.”

Soon the trio beoarded John Poleo's Linoleum Falcon, and zoomed acrosse
vast reaches of space at Warp 6. Suddenly, from behind a well~-placed
asteroid, there appeared an Imperial Garter=fighter prepared for
attack, "Garter-fighter, lccation 135 mark 22, range 10000 km and
closing on an intercept coursge."

"Fire phasers!™ ZZZZZZAAAAAAPFPPPF r"Direct hit"

Big deal. Wait a minute - what'e that in the far corner? It locks
like an Iwperial Galactic Super-Deluxe Large Ecomomy Size Planet
Puster., It appears to be Imperially Galactiecally Super-Deluxely
large Economy Sizely Planet Busting. What appeared to be 8 lot of
loose sheeta of paper suddenly flpated toward the planet. "What are
those thinge?" asked Princess Iuscious.

Oboe-1 Caruasc looksa shocked, "It couldn't be - but it IS = they're
I0OM GAME REPORTS!!"™ Suddenly, the planet evaporated im a flash of
light and some march music, Oh, yes - the crew thought they heard
the worda ™And now for something completely GLAAAK™, That's another
story.

"My lord, the weapon works. Walt-what's that?"

"What that?" asked Sacke Fifthavenue, with his uwsual lack of expreassion
on his face-hiding mask,

"That that in the coraer,®

"Find out if they've aigned THE LOYALTY CATH.™

"Ry your command, Lord."™

®"That's BATTLESTAR GALACTICA, isn't it? I hated that show.”
T"GCLAAAAAAKKEE” {sound of a man choking)

In the meantime, the Linoleum Falcen evaded the sensor scope, and
made its way to Memphis= 1, the home of the Rebel's best hope, Garra
the Elvi Maater.

"Bring the translator to the transporter room - we'll need him.....
Energigel™

{(Sound of four people beaming down)

*Y'all call®*d?"

"Pranslate thatt®

"He said, "It is an honor to greet the leaders of the Rebel Porces
against the Empire and their Dath of Loyaliy'™

"Tell him it is an honor and a priveiipge for us"

"we'una're glad ¢' coma”

Enough of this? (It'e driving me crazy!) What's that?

"It*s" (1t better be translated)} "Party pooper?! It's the Imperial
Galactic Etc. Etc. Planet Buster, and it's headed this way!? We're
doomed ~ unless that secret weapon of yours works, Cboe~1"

®0f course it worka - do I look worried?" .
No, he didn't,,..here comes the weapon!

"Prepare to deatiroy the planet ~ they refused to kneel down in front
of the emperor - they'll pay deariyt 1IN THE NAME OF THE EMPIRE!!*®
The Planet Bumster launched it2 weapon,

*I heard that - launch our weapon!™

"My lord, they've launched their own weapon,™

“¥hat could they have that could - oh, no, It couldnt be! They don't

exist! Head for the emergency ship!!t”™
The LOM game reports were no match = for LOM game openings.

0 BE CONTINUED.....MAYBE
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How for & small intermiasion....seems that STEVE HEINOWSKI
dropped out of the AREA Top 50. All together now: AWWWWWWWWWW.
And now for a little filler....I haven't plugged any *zines in
a long time, have I7 PFor that matter, it's been a long time mince
anybody has plugged LOM.

ENYOY - Roy Henricks, 128 Deerfield Drive, Pittsburgh, Pa 15235, once
every 5 weeka, about 20 pages per lssue, cost about BOg/issue (it
depends on the number of pageag. Deep Ilnhale - openingas in DIPLOMACY,
EINGMAKER, RAIL BARON, RICHTHOFEN'S WAR, MACHIAVELLI, SAMURAI,
GUNSLIRGER, EAMIEURA, STARSHIF TROCPERS, SPIES, DUNE, STELLAR
CONQUEST, and EMPIRE BUILDER. Any game you didmn't see - just

ask Roy, PFace 1t - any 'zine I pay cash for must be good,

WHi TESTONIA ~ John Caruso, 160-02 43rd avenue, Second Floor, Flushing,
KY 11358, once a month, 32 pages, cost $12/year {12 issuea). Those

32 pages include 12 {16, 1f you're lucky) of the hottest thing eince
sliced moon bread {(that's from FREEDOM IN THE GALAXY)} - KATHY'S
KORNROR, by the one and only (thank God for that} Kathy Byrme. Soae
pecrpie think that KK iesn’'t very good - you can always ask John to
leave 11 out of your issues if you feel that way (but no discount).
Rowever, I'm sure that none of you do, aince my house rule #31 says
you have to be of SANE mind {pubbers excluded, of course). Another
one of those "must read under any & all circumstances including nuclear
dattack & academlc probation® '"=zines.

FIPOPA EXPRESS = Gary Coughlan, 4614 Marthe Cole Lane, Memphia, TN
38118, once svery month, 40 pages, cost - well, I don't know, but
it's worth any price (just about) to get this one, since 1t's loaded
with articles on anything & everything, plus cne of the best letter
columns arcund. Gary hasa the perfect aolution on how to cover all of
these gripes we've got - he doesn’t. (Well, nobody*s perfect....)

THE VO1CE OF DOOM -~ Bruce Linsey, 24A Quarry Drive, Albany, KY 12205,
once every month (at least once per month), the size variea wildly,
but most of the time it's about 30 pages, cost $11 for 20 issues, .
The highlight of YOD ie the letter column - hsar people voice their
complalnts and compliments on anything they feel like voicing about.
And hope that you never get to Bee his hcouserulea - they're rumared
to rill untold volumes! By the way - W, EE, and ¥YOD have one thing
in common ~ they have no cpenings.

And speaking of openingd.....

DEPLOMACY....GM: Dick Martin. Game fee has been reduced
to ZERO gJohn, I'11 just add the $1 to
your sub)}. Have three (Michalski,
Brawner, and Gardner); need four more,.
OPERINGS That leaves only Michalski in the MAREK
> EELLER game, and 8till nobody im the JIM
MEINEL game, Why 1s it that Bruce Linaey
can fill four games up At once, but it takes me forever just for one?
YOU PUBBERS OUT THERE (especially those without Dip openings)} « howzabout
Plugging these openings??

ORTGINS OF WWII, SLAPSHOT -~ Nobody even asked. How humiliating! They're
8etill open.

GUES? GMs.,.,for a LIMITED TIME GNLY, apply to GM any non-DIPLOMACY
game; when 1t £111s8 {and begins), you get a LIFEPIME
SUB to LOM (yes, that includes after your game ends -
limited time only, though, =o hurry),

OCAGE | AvounT T OB
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Excuse we if I'm not very enthusiastic about this part of the issue.

I just goit back to Berkeley, where I have been subjected to everything
lpmaginable — and, to top things off, I keep looking for the Carriagea
Return on this manual typewriter (after a month of electrics). Here's
the full story:

SUNDAY (January 2, 1583), 7:00 PM: Lug my portable TV, 2 large aconomy
gize stereo speakers, and assorted other things from my car to the
dorm some 400 excrutiating feet away. I had enough trouble getting
things Iinside the elevator without having to get them out again.

B:00 — Now that I'm moved in, I can rest, right? NOT guite - I have
to go across campu$ in the middle of the night (in Berkeley, this is
not the smartest thing in the world to do — roughly equivalent to
rolling for a Wandering Monster, for you FRPers) to see which classes
I goi inta.

8:30 - Since X am majoring in Computer Science, I am a Jjunior, and I
have applied to a certain course for the third consecutive time, you
would think that I could get into a class required to graduate in the
major. T was pnaive to assume¢ that....maybe I can appeal, but that's
another story.

MONDAY , 6:30 Al =~ My roommate's alarm goes off. As a regult, 1 am
unable to fall back asleep.

#$:00 ~ First class, Naturally, it requires the farthesat possible walk
across campus. At least it's downhill.

11:00 - Second c¢lass. There are 30 chairs in the room. There are 70
or 60 students theral It seems that the rovom was inadvertantly
assigned to two classes. Guess what? I had the class that had to move.
T%i?gs got better - only 45 students showed up in a room that had 30
chalrs.

12:00 - My scholarship notice says to go to the second floor of the
administiration building to pick up the cash. (In order to keep ilhe
money circulating, the rent is immediately dus - about $200 more than
the check.) The peoplée on the second floor tell me to go to the first
floor, where I stand in line for 135 minutes. They tell me that they
don't have the check - go back to the second fleor. Back up the siairs -
whai do you MEAN, go to the TEIRD floor and ask where my check is?

iip the stairs - my check was delivered and is on the firast floor, huh?
Back down....the check was where it was supposed to be, but they overlooked
it the first time.

1:00 — Across campus to eat lunch., Not surprisingly, I end up covered
with chocolate syrup.

1:30 - Back across campus. I'm supposed to sign some forms saylng that
I'm declaring a major in Conputer Science. Why is the door locked?
2:30 - Go to the bank (on the other end of campus, of course). More
waiting in line, naturally.

3:00 -~ Back to my room. Letter from Pacific Telephone: "Unless your
bill is paid by Janunary 6, we will disconnect your phone and charge
$22 plus 340 deposit to restore aervice.” J didn't even see the
ocriginal bill until that day. (And guess where the Pacific Telephona
-office is located?)

TUESDAY....I can rest a little. I'm forgetting something. I'm
forgetting that only 6 pages of this issue of LOM have been typedl!

Serves you right for not sending im articles.

g v
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Al right, you've asked for it]l Larry Peery wants our viewa on a
Diplomacy Code of Ethics. That's supposed to be the topic at the next
Diplomatic Round Table. {Something done at Origins? There 1s a SMALL
chance that I can get & job out east this summer and I MIGHT be able to
get away to ORIGINS for a day or two, but no guarantees.) Since I've
got some space left over in this issue....

THE YIEWS ON THE CONTENTS OF A HODBBY CODE OF ETHICS - sald views are
those of the editor, who takes sole responsibility for the contents.
In other words, address those letters here, and not to, for example,

Larry Peery.

Code of ethics, eh? One can hardly apply ethics to a game where
trust and treachery are the key ingredients. 5till, we must draw the
line somewhere. T am making the rather naive assumption thaet this
hobby exiats for the enjoyment of its members, whether by playing the
game and having a good time, by Aoing everything honestly (and a few
things dishonestly) in their power 1o win, or shatever else. If you
don't like games where we have to resort to codes of ethics, I suggest
RATL BARON - and forget about applying for an AREA rating. (Tom Shaw
wrote up the AREA Code of Ethics a couple of years ago.)

What appears tc be the problea that has bheen around for the
longest is the pseudonym problem. It hasn't disappeared — I was a
witness to the Michael X, Jackson affair. (For those of you who don't
remember, Michael X, Jackson was Michael Hasten's pseuvdonym at the
PACIFICON Diplemacy Tournamept —~ both names made it to the top board,
and Mike played under the (higher-rated) pseudonym, which went on to
win the tourpnament (and & nice cash prize, to boot). By the way,
nobody minded — much.) There'as no eagy way of telling who's who in
g game, J cant't find anything really wrong with using & pseudonym,
provided that the same person isn't using it te evade one (or more)
of the common-sense rules of the game. For example, & player playing
under two nameg is not the fairest thing in the world, not to mention
& player who is GMing that same gamel Naughty, naughty. There in
ne punishment too harsh for these individuals - including a session of
Vogon poetry.

Next up is feuding, a subject near and demr to our hearts. Who
among you doesn't honestly care about the exploits of hobbyist X
concerning hobbyists Y and Z? {(Not that there aren't any of you who
don't care....) I can't think of any feud that didn't start over a
game of Dipliomacy! {(Well, MAYHE the Walker/Boardman "fend" didn't,
but that waen't really a I[ull-blown neoe-holds-barred event - the well~
known battles followed Dip games.) This will MEVER stop until (and
unless) there exists some sort of all-knowing, all-powerful, all-
fmpartial, all-willing-to-get-yelled-at-and-talked-abount (somebody
that can take the pressure - see, for example, the recent Orphan Service
controversy resulting in the resignatinn of ope of its wembers)
ombudsperson(s) willing to make rulings on thimgs like this. Mo
more gquestionable calls by M5, no more feuds — mo more dreaming of these
*supposedly guaranteed” solutions; you know as well as I do that we'll
never get rid of feuda. However, I've never heard of a KINGMAKER feud.

S50 far, this has been a lecture on what's wrong with the hobby
roether than an erticle on what should be in 8 tode of ethics. This
next one is going to sound crazxy ~ Y think that a "standardized set of
house rules™ is in order. Not that every '"zine should have the same
game and NMR foes , for example, but there shonld be a puideline on
whether or mnot to use DIXS, what to do in case of a Spring 1901 NMR,
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how to handle certain rules ambeguities, and so0 on. If most GMs used

s standardized set of HRs (with a few local modifications)}, things

might get a bit easier without having t¢ worry about whether or not

orders written under a full moon must be in red ink om canary-color

paper with green vertical lines on one side. Also, everybody must

agree on ene or more ombudspersons ({pormally, I don't like using

” ..person" instead of ".,.man", but ombudspersopn is a common term

in Berkeley, §0 it sticks)) who will rule on diplomatic matiers

(not a set of ombudspersons from which one is chosen, but a panel .
which rules as a unit - if there is wore than one person who can make ;
fina)l rulings, and they are separate, then the whole idea is worthless :
because there would be more than one set of ideas an what is right £
in force). ®Finally - and most importanily — the hobby should be a i
place where novices can join without being immediately subjected to :
the latest petty arguments about who did what. There should be some

sort of service directing novices to 'zines which deal more with playing

the game than playving the hobby, for those who just want to get in a

game of pip between boards of Russian Campaign or whatever. {That's

one of the main reasons I joined — now I'm stuck writing articles like

this.) Otherwise, the hobby could get rather static until either

things cool down (oh, sure) or everybody leaves the hobby and it staris

all over again. JI'11 bet on the latter.

OKAY-THAT' S~THE-BORING-STUFF=AND-NOW-FUR-SOMETHING-C QA (PLETELY-DIFFERENT--FYTHONI CS

This is the astory of a man and a woman getting married. ¢
=] now pronounce you man and wife" ¢
Soon after, they burst into a department store (e.g. Macy's, Harrod's)

and head for the bed department.

*Can I help you?® says one of the store workers.

*Yes, I want to buy a bed," replies the o0l .

"How much were you thinking of spending? i
*Do you have anything for BS50?" (50 pounds) 1
“I's sorry, sir, but our cheapest bed 1s E800." (I think I'11l just spell it.).
"800 poundsi" i
At this point, another employee comes to them. "You muat remember that )
Mr. Harrows says everything 10 times too much. Otherwise, he's perfectly
all right, you understand.™

“I gee, 60 your cheapest bed ia 80 pounds.™

"800 pounds, yes alr." .
"Aand how long is it?" f
“Well, 1'1l ask....Mr. Yerityl!" :
"Yuh?"

“Wwhat is the length of the Wedding Night Special?” ((this is not the

ectual name, which escapes we at the moment})

“rwo foot long.™ ’

"well, you must remesmber that everything he says must be multiplied by

three. Otherwise, he's perfectly all right. But it does mean that when :
he says & bed is 2 feet long, it is in fact 60 feet long." L
"What's the cost again?" '
"800 pounda, plus the matress.”

"How much for that?”

“31%1]1 ask....Mr. Lambert, could you show these 20 good people the dog
kennels?"

*pog kennels? No, no, we want mattresses!”

“You must remember not to say the word "mattress” to Mr., Lambert, because :
he'll put a bucket over his head. Otherwise, he's perfectly all right." !
The couple walks over to the mattresses. “Yes?" '

You musT remesber~ That PAGE 2T is
q\mys Phree Hwes whot i+ shoud be.
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"We'd like to look at the dog kennels."

"!es, well that's the pets department, secund floor."

*Nc, no, we want to look at the dop kennels.

"That's the pets department, secon aor

"We don't really want dog kennels; it's just that the man over there-"
YOoh dear, what has he been sa}ing?"

“He said that you'd put s bucket over your head if ¥ said mattress.”
CLUNK! Mr. Lambert puts a buvket over his head. -
Mr. l-rrows comes over. "Did you Bay mattresst?"
"Well, yes."
"1 did ask you not to, didn't I? Now I'll have to go into the fish
tank and sing." (SPLASH) "And did those feg.....t In ancient
time......2 Walk Hpon Eng—land's moun—tains gree.....n And did
the hol.,.....¥ lamb of-" (Lambert takes the bucket eff) "He'll he
okay for now, Just don't = you know, don't."
Lambert returns to the couple. *"You were sayling?”

"wWe'd like to take a look at the dog hennedsl™

"Yes, second floorl"” ‘

"No, no, those dog kennels, like that one." {Points to a mattress)
"Oh, & matiress! If you wanted a mattress, why didn't you just say
mattress?"
"You put a bucket over your head the last time I sald mattress.”
CLUNKI
"Oh dear. (SPLASH) And d9id those fee...,t...."
Meanwhile, other workere are getting the news.
"pid snmebady say mattress to Mr. Lamberti®
“"Twice,
"Hey, everybody, scmebody said mattress to Mr. Lambert twicel”
"It's not working, we need morel”
Everybody joins in the wet stuff.
“And did the hol....¥y lamb of God Shine forth a-mong these shrouded
hills.... And was Jer-u-sa-lem.... buried here...." (I hope those words
are right!) (Anyway, the bucket comes off, and everybody gets out.)
{Lambert to the couple again) "Yes7"
(The wife speaks) "We want a mattress|”™

1 wish she hafn't saild that,

And now for THE ANSWERS to the 1982-83 NADDB PROSPECTIVE HOBBYIST
EXAMINATION! I only hope they all fit.

1§ C ~ A Babel Fieh is a univereal translator

2} C

3) 5 — England, France, Scotland, Ireland, and wales

4} D - from 8000 BC to 5000 BC in 2 turns

5) C - Turkey has §

6} D ~ where were the pothers?

T) A

8) D - there are only 8 in the boxl. '

9) B - 322 for CIVILIZATION, and a cheap map to boot

10) B - vyou guessed it, CIVILIZATION

11) E - if each player gets one titled (apnd no other) noble.
12) C

13) D — A finished second

14) B - it's always the young ones

15) D

1E§ GULF STRIKE (actually, CIVIL WAR, AMBUSH, and HELL'S HIGHWAY

will come out at aboui the same time)

1l the addras - VICTOR! GAMES, J0C .,
43 TBep BREET, SUITE &3, NEW 'foﬂr, m 10001

ook for 0 review (or m) in e fature -
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17) I-80 connects New York to San Francisco.

18} Prince. (I missed it when I first heard it.)

19) TWENTY YEARS ON .

20) Totienham Hotspur by 2-1 over Queen's Park {u“i- rtth)

21% I'11 bet a lot of you said Linda Simpson. WRONG - they broke up.
The correct answer, using the Mark Berch sense of unfallable logic
that says that if Kathy Byrne and John Carusc come up with the same
answer to a question and different answers toc others, the one they
answered the same must be right, is Bteve "Woody" Arnawoodian back
in "Suite 100". (Besides, I said "dumped", and Bruce reminded me

. that he and Linda broke off the engagement after about seven months.)

22) Tonian Sea and Eastern Mediterranean - shame on you who missed it]

23) I blew this one - there were FOUR two-coasted provinces; Spain,
Bulgaria, St. Petersburg, and Finland.

24) Kathy and John lived at 42-34 Saull Street

25) Jeapo's from Honestinjun. Den't you read my house rules?

26) T - Sandra is a blonde and Trillian has dark hair.

27) T — well, it doesn't yeat.

28 ; ~ what? How could ﬁEﬂAﬁDNI and FOOTBALL STRATEGY beat KINGIAKER?

29

30) F - it should be "alan, as the British player,..." Alan Moon can't
come up with die rolls when he needs them {witness Bis first year
in the AHFSL, where he lost three games on bad die rolls which cost
him game-winning field goals).

31) F - it's a good thing I read the Letters to the Editor column in THE
GENERAL; otherwise, Roy may have actually gone through with a start
of AREA-rated RATL BARON. One guestion maid: "Can non-—wargames
be AREA rated?” The answer: “No (otherwise Tom Shaw's FOOTBALL
BTRATEGY record would make him #1)" - and RAIL

33
34

F - the phope number wes wrong; it's 643~1806. (2185 was last year.
F — I got the impression from the ad that that company handies
software for microcomputers, of which Berkeley hes none which require
scftware.

353 T — FREEDONIA, I think it was called.

36) The best answer: B & C — Marvin and TSR always seem to do the wrong
thing at the wrong time.

37) John Caruso had the best one: Flushing - ByrneCons are more fun &
better organized than most gaming cons,

38) Nothing - provided, of course, you remembered to first place your
back against the floor.

39) It had something to do with comparing the TSR takeover to being in
a Dip game as Austria against Kathy.

40) I couldn't decide either. ‘ .

413} People don't throw it on the tracks, so0 it doesn't c¢log up the trains.

42) There aren't any hexes, dice, or CRTs; it's also tco fan.

43) I'd spend the extra $10 or so to buy an unmounted Dip map and some
blank mapboard backings, and make my own good board. (Better and
cheaper - just cut the board apartlg

44} The only way— as exira armies.

45) I'd say THE BEST OF KATHY'S KORNOR.

The &cores....Mike Barno: 460....Jack Bravner: 400....John Caruso; 530....
that means KATHY BYRNE and her score of 610 (on the 200-B0O0 scale) take
top honors. The "hest answer" goes to Jack Brawner for his answer to

36: Robert Sacks and Beer Diplomacy are both variants.

That ends the issue (and just in time) ~ KINGIAKER will come out :
separately this time. (No games here, just like the good old daYSewen)

It's nof "y ‘Fnuﬂ'-evuyéﬂy NMRed |
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