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And nowvw, frem the far corpers of cwved space, the farihest
reacheg of The near universe, comes Lthe best "zine east of San
Frarclsco Bay, west of the Berkeley Rills, south of Richmend and nortih
ef Oakland (INVADERS -~ bow did thot get in there?7). Yes, it's nusher
29 of everyhndy's favorite (oh, sure), LIFE OF - uh, LII'E OF - let's
see, 11's on the ilp of my tongue - I remember - LIFE OF MONTY, brought
to you by Pon somebedy or eotither - no, it's pon Del Grande (who'= het)
straight from 413 Deutsch flall, 26850 purant Avenue, Berkeley, CA
894720 (that'e on the University of California, Berkeley campus), phone
(413) 643-kB0G,

MARK DERCH DEPARTWLNT: It's coming down in huckets here in the
Bay Ares ~ we don't gs much walk to class as float. It even =surpassed
tbe massive storms of last year. The water's beer 20 high in o many
places, the fourth floor here muay bhecome the third any day now.

But now....

MONTY'S NEWS AND COMMENT is brought to you by the L.S, pPostal Service
(pussibly in associalion with Canada Post or whatever they call the
British postal types over there)} - did you know that they didn't raise

the rates in 19827 {(They raised the rates TWICE in '€l - a 33% increase -
but who's counting that?3 )

What's this? THE GENERM. is later than it's been in over six years]

See what happens to magazines associnted with Rod Walker? (Only kidding,
Rod - but you did say that ell non-Diplomacy gamez are inept imitntions,
cumbersome complexities, ete.)

Meanwhile, E&T comes out again, this time heing the Ffirst all-TSR issue
(not really....the gene was an SPY didea, but the inside is TSR).
They're getting bLetter - ihis time, T only needed a hacksaw instead of
sandblasting or lasers to get the counters spart. By this time,
BATTLE OVER BRITAIN should be relcased {although it may have been
deleyed vntil the summer conventions ~ 7'm met that sure). I'm Ftill
watting for VICTORY GAMES to wake theldr debut.

However, the bilg game is,...JILLUMINATY, by Steve Jackson Games, For
abont iiﬂ, You can get ghe original g=me PLUS the two expansion kits
for some real action. Nuclaear War, look out! Speaking of whick, I'nm
still walting for NUCLEAR ESCALATIOM {(the N¥ expansion) te come out.

Sorry te say that nobody won last fspuec'rs big mystery contest and sent

me a birthday card on 2/¥4/83, sc nobody gets a Jifetime sub. Sorry

to those of you whose cards got lost in the mail, but the rules clearly
said that it had to be rcceived - no hard luck stories allewsd, Uelike
past years, no STANTINOPLE-CON was beld, mainly because of the tournaments
in Sacramento g#nd San Picgo. :

Speaking of centests, the INFERNATIONAL PAN-IIPLOATIC SUPER QUIZ ic
slowly being worked out. TImagine winning fabulour prirzes and the title
of International pan-Diplowmatic Supef Quiz Champion! Yes - imagine
about the prizes, because I'm not hapding out huge things for this.
1f-1 charge some sort of fee, maybe I can up the stakes suvmewhat -~ but
this 15 & WINNER-TAKE-ALL event, s0 don't say I didn't wrrn you 1f you
happen to come in second and end up with nothing.

i hate. Hus wite spawe — KATH S
KOROOR. Manaqes alrmast T inckas (17.7% om)
per AR — T ‘only aet (o (15.24). Spedein
ot pages, ﬁ\‘is is 6E 4. , OF reasonable
focsimile. Trereof.




Nt when T say SUTTO G0UIZ, I mear thot - den't expect all Diplomacy
gquestipns., Far frer it]  You hkhave to know (&) UIPLOMACY, (b)) the
hebby, post and present, (€) warpawes in geoeral, (d) acadomies, and
(=)} everythiner- else. GiHere are a8 few sarmple guesijone that may show the
Lind of thing~ I heve planned:

1. Houw miny "neutral' lend areas in DIPLGACTY &+ pot named after
cotntries’i

Ze. Take an army in DIPLOKMAZY and place it in ary land area (except
Suwitzerland; on the map. Move il as many laad sreas (except
Zzwiizerland) sf possible without geing e & space previously
touched at any time (by "moving™”, the wor? refers te adjacent
land areas, exclvding, of course, Switzerland, e.g. Berlin to
Kiel is a legal wove, while Rerlin te Spein isn'tj. let "x" be
the pumber of land aresas touched, including the initial one,

Whit is the maximur "X"1%
3. Name the only person to publish s subzine scd wsrite for ALARULS &
LXCURSIONS in the past six months. “

4. Wrkat madce issue 7 of JUST AMONG FRIENDS Cifferent! from issue 67

5. vhnrt coan armies do in DIPLONMACY, GLOBAL ¥ah, and AXIS & ALLIES
that thexy can't in WAR AKD PEACE, THE NS LF AEIST, end THIRD
RZICHT

E. In SPI's CENTRAL FRONT game DaOR, what de the ietters BAUOR s=tand for?

7. Finish this line: the Second Law of Thers:xdynmamics says in part
that you can't mzke A heot stove hottier bry.... -

£. The Virginia Fler colled for a Congress vhick had each state receiving
a number of openings propertional to their pepulation. The New
Jersey plan gave each state an eguail numbker of openings. Which
state gives the name of the compromise creativg the current American
bicameral system?

. Once, in a late-1970s |V series, there wzas & character named Sandra
sSuec Abbott. Most people know ber full ma*rief nane better than
this given name. Just what 1is her more prpclar nanme? (I want the
character, not the person portraying her.)

10. ywhat de (I hepe this is spelled right) Emmarmel Brabec and Lori
Singer have in common?

were countries - I think Albania still is.) 2. {from Benmark to
Livenia). 3: Cathy Cunning. 4: Tssue €& was 8Exli typed; 7 was digest
and printed by some sort of printer. §5: Move directiy froem Norwa) to
Ruscia/USSR without going through any cther couniries. 6&; British Army
Of the Bhine. 7: s..putting something colder on it, &: Copneticut,

9; Alby (Mra. Tom)} Bradford of "Eight ic Erowgh™. 10: They're cellists.
{Bratec is aasociated with the Vienna Symphony; Sinpger is in the TV
series "Fame").

I1'11 try and think up guestions which don't give knericans an advantage
nver others, and vice versa {or if 1 do, I'1ll ever things cut — FAME, e.g.,
iz very populer in England and sco-~so in Apericaj.

THLE ANSWERS . e.l: Two ~ Tunis and North Africs, ésarbia and Albanisa

Did he =ay FAMET
Goad nighti|

P,\(—”E 2- NO\I\“‘S 1'0 lire- ‘Fbw_
it wonts fo leom how to i
(FANE. -“)-OOFS, it’s bean fre.-ofk.&...




 Bnough of this DIP stuff....lcet*s get right down te brass tacks with
snother of those great sketches by a coertain nameless group whosce .
Ilntest cinematic effort, titied MONTY PYTHON'S THI LiIANING OF LIFL,
premires in America sometime iIn March.

The Bcene; Jarrow, New Year*s Eve, 1511, {Pause) Jarrow, 15i.,

i woman who apvpears to be, oh, in her 30s I'd suppose iz sitting douwi
reading a book of some sort. Suddenly, a man burste in. "Trouble al
the milll" he says.

"gh, no — what's the matiter?®"™

"One o' th' flarods gon ou' o' skew on treadlel”

*"Wwhat 7"

He repeats the sentence.

"what are you talking about?" :

"one of the flarods has gone out of skew, apparcatly, on the trcadle.”
"What on carth does that mcanl?"

"look, T don®t know — Mr, Wentworth teold me to come i1n here and say
there was trouble at the mill, that's all. 1 didn't expect a sort of
Spanish Inquisition."

The door bursts open again - there's a lot of that going wround lately -
and three men wearing red robes, capes, and Spanish-stiyle Lata run in.
The leader, about 50cm smaller than the other two, speaks.

"Noovoooo ene expects the Spanish Inquisition! Our chief weapon is
surprise. Fear and surprisec. Surprise and fear. Our two wcapons ape
fear and surprise - and ruthless efficiency. Our THREL weapons are
fear, surprise, ruthless efficiency, and an almost fanatical devotion
to the Pope. AMONGST our weapons are such diversc elements us fear,
surprise, ruthless efficiency, and an almosi fanatical devetion tc¢ the
Pope - and our nice roed uniforms - owo00000Alll Cordinal Fang, read the
charges!"

"The charge 1s Heresy."

"How do you plead?® Thoe couple is silent. "Not guilty, eh? Briung out
the rackl™ Cardinal Fang pulls out THE RACK - the kind you put dishes
on before putting them in the dishwashker. "Tie her to the rack!"”

The woman is tied, more or less, to the rack. ®Confessi” (Pause)

%411 right, you asked for it - Cardinazsl, twn - I have a feeling I
shouldn't say this -~ thro the rackl"”

The cardinals stare at him.

"0I'AY, okay, I know, I tried to cover up this ohvious error pou made 4
but it's no use - PRETEND to turn the racikl"

One of the cardinals pretends to turn the rack. The main cardinal tarns
to the man. YNOW - vou are charged with heresy on three counis: heresy
by thought, heresy by word, heresy by deed, and heresy by action - FOUR
counts. You have one chance to save yourself. Confess the heinous
crime of heresy, reject the works of Satam -~ two last chances - and
you will be saved - THREE, you have THREE last chances. How do yvou
plead? Not guilty? Cardinal Biggels, fetch - THE SOFT CUSHIONSL™
Cardinal Biggels grabs two scfa cushions and hands them to The Boss.
“Confess! (Poke) <Lonfess] (Poke) Confessi! (Poke Poke) He musi be
made of sterner stuff. Fetch - THE COMFY CHAIRIIL"

The Inguisition makes (make, for you British types) the wan SIT in THE
COMFY CHAIR. He appears to be enjoyinmg it _ obviously ¢ front to hide
the TREMENDOUS TORTLURE he's enduring.

I can't takc it any more. It's tcvo gruesome to bear|{ It's a good
thing I'e running out of space, too, because J've run out of sketch.
%what & coincidence! ©Oh, sure....but how do you expect me to fill the
white stuff?

R TS phcn__, PAGE D il be shown.

Idléﬁﬁ- e‘xf,e’c‘\' THhe %MV\I'S"\

K.N\uis')'HOf\ cen . :



"Here's the tossup: remember THE CHAMODER? T xceldn't like to, either,
buyi thrs it wortl 10 peints, #£o0 give it your Bes® shot. Anyvway, how
many issuves of ithat thing come out hefore it Irl3ed?" {RERING)

"sSCDG, Brown....no, mahe that CC, Brown....no, ii’s the SCDA Brown,
definitely....,.I forgot the guestion]™

"5ince we cantt decide whe said that, we'll sdsp ft...."

Could YOU hove answered that question? Better still, can yvou tell us
which Fon Brovm that was?

It's time to ratch stahs with the champions in iwerica's - and Canada's -
favorite game with ares movement, the barsity spert of the mouth,

OWL

Have you been hitiing the sauvce too much lately?

Anyuav, let'!'s meet the teams,..."Ron Brown, fres Leow, Quebec....John
Leeder, from Calgary, Alberta....Dave Carter, free Willowdale, Ontario....
Randeolgh Smyih, from Mcdicine Hat, Alberta....theose are the varsity
dippers from the current champs, the CANADIAN €18 OF DIP........Ron
Brown, from EF¥ Bakersfield, CA....Larry Peecrryr, from San Diego, CA....
Rod Walker, from Encinitas, CA...,White Jack Masters, from Valencia,
CA....and those are the varsity dippers from thke SHUTHERN CALIFORNIA
DIPSY-D00DLERS"

let's pick up the action early in the gecond h=lf,...."The nexti bonus

is worth 30 peints, and here's the tossup: otker than Switzerland,

there happens to be ONE neutral thatts-" (BUZ==Z}

"ScDb, walker....Serbin is the only land-leocked newtral”

"Thanks for the information, but it'ill cost vox 5 peints, and the

rest of the gquestion goves to the Canadian Club; ope peutral that's

not a supply center., For 10 points, what is 1#7" (RRLRING)

"CC, Leeder.,..North African

"It pays to listen to the guestion ~ in this case, it pays 10 plus the
bonus: for 30 points, ALL UR NOTHING, name § ef the 9 CI¥ILIZATIONs

In that game,”

(Humble sumble “"are you sure?” grumble "Are yor trazy?” fumble bumble
tumble "Are you MAD?I") "Italy, Greece, Africa, sad a bunch ¢f others -
how should we know?"

“"Nope, that's wrong - if you want to know the smewer, go out and buy

the game - for $22 you get a cheep map and 9 sets of counters which

can just lie &ll]l jumbled in the box. At least S5FI kicked in a tray

with their games, Anyway, the next bonus is werth 23, soc here goes

the tossup:="

“Wait & minute - STOP THE CLOCKI What de you wean, gc out and throw

awvay 522 in that stuff you call money - that's 44 i{sxsuves of your

average 'zine - almest four yvears worth - and von sugrest that we take
our hard-earned cash and blow it on some game that you can't even

play because the counters won't gtay in place, nct to mention the damn
beoardl”

"I told vyou guys last week -~ complnint departmest is on the roef. Thira
seagull on the right edge. IHope that the wind foesn't blew too strongly.
Anvway, bere's that tossup I promised: suppose rcu want to rup a Diplemacy
tourpament , and you want it placed in a wajor zity such that the distance
the playvers have te travel is a minfmum. If ils game is limited teo

NORONY  expects the. Spanich - vhat?

This is PAGE 4?7 Sory oboat Hat.
You have THREE last Chances Yo tumn
tHe paaye .
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neople in the Hobby Census-" (RIRIING)

"CC, Cirter....St. lLouis, I supposc”

nshould've waited « 5 off, und here's the resi of the guestion; pecile
in the Hobby Census limitcd to the continental UBa. For 10 points, :
where should it be held?" {BUZZZZ)

*oCpD, Masters....Nashvilie, although you did suy where SHOULD it b
t.eid, and pothing should be held in the South if at all possible, 1t
Fou afik ms"

1 agree - do we have to ask the bonus, or can we just give ihek the
points? We have to ask? Ok, here's the bopus: in KINGALER, Lhore are
four nobles with basic strenzths of at least 50 ~ 5 points apicce fLor
naming them," : .

"Easy epough - Percy, Neville, Mowbray, and Stanley — wait, that': only
four - how about Plantagenet-Lancaster?”

*"If you would have salid Plantagenet-YOK, you would have gotten 25 -
insteud, only 20 to you, which is tco bud, because the score is ticd

with seconds remaining — here's the tossup: of OLIGINS OF WwII, HEINGIWTR,
DIPLOYACY, and CIVILIZATION, name the only one not designed for 7-" (U L)
"SCDD, Peery-...I'll say ORIGINs, since that happens to be right”

“Yes, that's right (TWELECEET) and there's the whistle to end the giwe....
it's official]l The final score is 245 for the Canadian Club of Dip to
255 for ihe Southern California Dipsy-Doodlers. The DIP3Y-DOCDLERS winl™
Just then, Dick Martin bursts in. %“No one expects the Spanish

Influenza, or semething like that. I thought the FDR won last week?”
*"Serry, but using your guns without bullets cosi your team 5 points,

not to mention the penalty for Leing Southerners...."”

Next time, the DIPSY-DOUDLERS meet the WHITESTUONIA INSTITUTE OF NUCLELH
HOLOCAUST in their famous grudge match. Tickets are available from
this office on & first—-come, first-served lottery basis. Just what 1s
a first-come, first-served lottery? <That's worth an easy 10 poipts....

- IF-THE-RATIN-KEEPS ~UP-I-WON' T~-HAVE-TO-MOVE-TC-THE-COAST-THE-COAST-WILI ~MOVE-TO-AE— -

I'm stil) weiting to £il]l these games upl NO GAME FEES
for these games - not even any NMil fees. Just ask Brad
Wilson and Dave Manuel = I daidn'i get & red cent from
them after they left 19814S without warning.
DIPLOMACY — GM Dick Martin. Signed up; Michalski, Brawner, Guardner,
lacas. Three openings available.
DIPLOMACY - (M Mark Keller. BSigned up: Michalski. Need six.
ODIPLOMACY -~ G4 Jim Meinel. Need seven.

] It'E been SEVEN MONTHS since these openings first came out] This is
; a worse record that when LOM was first released. Let's get with it]

MASTERMIND - Run by computer. Nobody signed up! W@What's wrong out there?
Computers don't make mistakes (unlike John Caruso - only
kidding, John). Then agein, with me, who knows what can
happen?

JILUMINATI - Expansion ¥its 1 and 2 will be used. 4ny takers? {actually,
you are WARNED that T will (@l this game - don't say 1
didn't tell you)

SOURCE OF Tﬁ# NILE -~ I might open a game of this, if there is enough
response (not like last time). &ny takers?

| Will Midnalski dep o becauwse of Wis

P .

Unewployment 7 Eren PNGE 5 doesn’t
krnow-. .. SOURCE, amy body T
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D CHAPTER IX1 ~ REVEAGLE DF THE Pooli §BEC BOUGHT “"REVIENGE
QF THZ JEDT” POSTiIIRS, THINKING TZEY ICULD BECCME
COLLECTOR'S ITIL, OXLY To FIND OUT THAT MORE WILL BL

D C]7 PRINTCI? AND SOLD FUR $10 OR S0
. Sc anyway, when ve last left the rebels, they were
&€ on the Ice Planet Ig Lew, wherc the Diglomatic Empire

bad found them and sent & main strike force with full
vcaponry plus towels to got rid of the probler., Lerd Sacks Fifthavenue
persenally took charge of the main force,
"kevp Your eyes on that planetl If they iry tc leave, we'll ftake care
of them. They are as good as destroyed — who knors, I may even get
bBack in tiwe for lunch.,” The strike force inches ftg way towanrd the
Ig ia2vw planet. "let'™s see sBome speedl”™
"But Lord, if we incrcase speed, our cloaking device will be uvseless,
and thoe rebel=s will be able to see where we're coeming from."
"Who designed this 2§ #Ade& thing, anyway?”

"You did-"
"Blame ME for everything, will you?"™
"GLAMLVARLIRKLY  The Empire loses more men that way....

Sudidenly, alarms sound, lights flash, and all sorts of expensive stuff
takes place. "Ye've lost the plancti™

PWIAT IR

"Baldo Calberchian slipped under a cloud - the sun can't reflect off
oef hi= head - they're missing!”™ l

Meanwhile, hack on Ig Lew, ihe 1robot 1LO0OM detccts the confusion of the
popire’'s fleet,

"ithat lucki Everybody into the ships -~ leil's get out ef here-while

we canl' savs Calberchian.

"HULD IT1" wyellse John Pole-0. *Where do we go?Z"

"hay I sugpgest-" interrupts ITincess Luscicus,

*"Rrill you can 1it7?" cuts in pDheoe-] Caruso. "How eboot if we-"

"No, that’'s no good. We should-*

"I give the order= arcund herc! what we have to do-"

"If you give the orders, Calberchian, order yourself to get a hat!”®
"what's thet supposed to mean?"

"well, 'get’ indicates thet you have to obtein somzething, 'e' means
gne thing, and "hat'-"

"Will SOEBODY shut that bucket of bolts OFFL"

In the meantime, the sun comes out.,

"ljord S5acks, we've found the planet sgaini"™

"Forget about thew seeing ur — let's have Warp Factor 91"

ZELZALZ ZZZZ20000000000 00000000 AMLLEMERL — within fractions of seconds,
the fleet doesn't ge very far., However, they soon come within range
ef the planei. "Sir, the rebels are apparently leaving!"

“Follow thet head - er, that ship!"”

"Imperial attack vessel direction 200 mark 10, range 500" arnounces 11.0M.
"Turn up the speed on this thing, Balde, if you want to liwe through
this episode!™

“Maximum speed obtained - estimated time to our destruction-"
"SOLEBODY SHUT THAT THING OFFLIIY

"joad the towels inte the Jaunchers!i”®

"Towels loaded, Lord. Awaiting rour command to fire,"

"Prepare to firel"™

"dimed and targeted, sir. 5hall we blast them?”

Just then, a voice came over the comrmunications: system. P“Attention)
This is John Pole-o aboard the kebel Flagship. We have to warn you

PAGE | T S0B / TRADE FREERLE
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that any weapon Fired at this ship will trigger our Ultra-Corlbomatic
FPan-Reversal device, sending your weapon right back at you. WwWant to
call our bluff?”

"Rig deal - we have the same thing - FIRE!"

"Towael 1 awayl"”

The towel heads directly teoward the Rebel Ship ~ and turns aroundj

It begins to head for the Imperial ship - when it turns arocund again|
The towel runs in circles between the two devices.

"Towel 2 awayl"™ Same thing.

"A4]]l towels awayl|" The darkness of space is filled with the bright
light of hundreds of towels colliding with each cther.

"Damage reporti™ bellows cut Obce-l.

"All egquipment working," answers Princess Luscious.

You have dirty minds|

"There's a planei we can hide from the Empire down there - let's head
fer 1tl1" says Calberchian.

*Heading for the planet,” replies Pole—o. "Contact in 10 seconds. Why
won't the Empire come_ after us? Five....four....three....two...."
*"Easy — it's & meolten rock planet.”

"Won't we burn up?”

"I never thought of that-"

pid they make it? Will they survive? What sabout the Emperor, TS'I
Alex I, the original voice of poom? Read about it in our NEXT ACTION-
PACKED STAR-STUDDED THRILL~LOADED EFISODE! W%henever that is. Next time
will be the same old DIF WARZ,

-OXFORD QUT IN FRONT....:. (#ERXEAZ&E CAMORIDGE ARE (is) SINKINGI

§

» o DeEsat @ - o
» - - - - » =
L - . & & @
L & . - oR @
- - - * @ waw
L L J - - * = [ ]
s - : s s 3
- - 1
- - sasae = S S JTMAKER, TURN. X0....LOTS OF INACTIVITY

$essevseonms I was wrong — you DO -have to <call Parliament to implemant
the victory conditions,

*semerpitafford was killed fn a battle — STANLEY is Bighop of Norwich

BEAUFORT and COURTENAY (w3l)-w32-hR6-~-h2l-Warwick-Coventry

BERKELEY remains fn Calails

GREY, GREYSTHOKE, HERBERT and STANLEY (Barnet)}-h25-Oxford-h2l-varwick-
Coventry

BOLLAR MOWBRAY , NEVILLE, STAFFORD and TALBOT remain in Barnet
LeROSE (Rye E-—Rya.—!&eus?_‘l—szﬁu E26

LeMARGARET J—53P-29—-82R-27-—-A25

LeCHRISTOPHER {Southampton)}-g20-522-524-826-526

LeGEORGE and LeTRINITY remaln in Rye

LellUCAS remains in Caleis

IaSWAN remains in Caister

Np combat - moWles prepare for repl Kingmaking stuffl soon, I suppose.
Yorr Next GRRINN caro:

NOTES : PAGE



TURN 11 EVENT CANLS: Parliament may be summoned (discarded - corract
Ffaction did not receive it); FRENCH RAID - Warden of the Ports Lo
Fevensey with 1 ship; PEASANT REVOLT-Farl of Kent to Rochester, Constable
of Dover Castle to Dover, Marsbal to Hlack [ieath.

TURN 1! orders are due by MARCH 26. No press this time.
o AS —PLANNING-ON—GETTING~TH IS 0U T~ IN- 4~ WELES —BUT-FINALS— ARE-FAST-APPROACHING————~

Time for some papge~filling gossip — I have four full pages to filll
I'd print some letters, but I haven't get any. (At least 1 don*t print
"Noi For jprint® lettere - I don't think I do, at least.)

Kuthy DByrne, in the latest WHITESTGNIA, wants me to put the guestions
and answers in the sance issue. Just for you, that's what I did this
issue. Too bad there aren't any prizes....

Speaking el the Stirge herself, I just got the latest EVERYTHING (the
listing of game starts and finishes as listed by Don Ditter, the
current BNC}. 1 dontt believe this - there are TWO games in which
Kathy didn't win OR draw!l (There is a Kathy win as Turkey and her
S5-way AMASS MURDERS diraw, to keep things normal, but this is a shock.)
To top things off, one of these loescee was to ano Italyl

And SPEAKING OF ITALY....there are this quartert*s FUDGE FACTGRS:

COUNTRY WINS 2WD 3D 4WD Swo 6WD cp FF
AUSTRIA 2 4 1 1 2 1 - .5.15 1,161
ENGLAND 1L 4 o 3 0 1 J3.92 1.261
FRANCE 4 4 3 4 2 1 B.57 0.B65
GEIB.LANY q 3 3 i ) 8 1 .12 1.002
ITALY 4 & 2 2 2 1 Bo73 0.871
RULSIA 7 2 i o 2 0 0,23 0831
TURKEY 5 1 2 3 2 1 7248 2.973

KEY: 2WD - 2~way draw (same for 3 through &}, CF - Calbamer Points
(1l fFor a win, I/2 for a 2-way draw,...,1/6 for a G-way draw),
FF — Fudge Factor (a multiplier used to "equate” wins by different
countries, insofar as piplomacy is NOT totally balanced; the higher
the FF, the worse the country did - FF equals L plus 209 of the
number of standard errors below the average CP (in this case, with

50 games, 50/7, or about 7.I427}).
For comparison: in LO fzﬁ, Y took the Fudge Factors for EVERYTHING
#s 49-52 combiped. Italy was 1,334; Russia was 0,582. NOW, Italy has
diropped to 0.B71 ~ a Jjump from very. poor to very good]l However, FFs
don't wmwean much unless taken over & wider spread than one EVERYTHING.
5téll, it shows that England better get back on ihe ball.
On te other thibgsS....Randolph Bmyth wants to call the Leeder Poll (the

ex-Leeder Poll, that is) the Runestone Poll, after John's seon-to-fold-
1f-not-already-donc—'zine. Speaking of which,...,.

Vou know as well o5 PAGE Q doer that 1
FUBRGE FACTOR. is rather arbi - o
a3 I alwoys say, Hhe best system s ro
sysTem. The reduchoas didn’ T come ou¥
Too well - Thal’s why fhe smudaes. T

I



{(The following is B leaflet 1 received. 1y comments are clearly
marked; in additfon, slight msdditions/deletivns/changes have been
made without affecting the content in order to clarify things))

THE 1983 RUNESTONLE ZINE & GM POLL

The Sixth Annual North American Gamemaster (Gk!) Poll: You may rate any
3 In whose poslal game or games you were a player during the pericd
begioning April 1, 1982, sand whom ycu played under for long encurh
to gain an ohjective assessment of his or her competence as a G
{(for you LOMers, thatt's BOLE angd 8145 -~ 80§ had ended befcre the
given date)). Rate each GM on a scale of 0 to 10 (0 belng the lowest
rating, 10 being the highest). Use whole numbers only, please «~ neo
fractions mor decimal wvalues. Gamemasters may not raie themselves.
Others may not rate GiMs unless they plavyed under those Gie on or after
April 1, 1982, in regular Diplomacy games ((this is a DIPLOLIACY poll,
isn't it?)). Violations of these rules will! result in invalidation of
the entire ballot. ((Invalid¢ hallots will be saved up and mailed to
John Carusc and Roy Henricks for insertion into their fireplaces to
live through next year's winters, probably})

Rate each G by name, not by zine. VYotes musi have the M's name
1o be counted, even if there is only one GM in 8 listed zine. List the
Guis in alphabetical order by last name in order to facilitate tabulation,

The Seventh Annual North American Zine Poll: You may rate any publication

substeniially devoted to Diplomacy (1including genzines, house zines 9f

organizations, etc.,) which has published at least three issues since

April 1, 1982, ({Examples of 'zines that count: WHITESTONTA, DIPLOMACY

DIGEST, DIPLOMACY WOHLD - examples of '"zines that don’t: EMPIRE, ITALIAND

PRIBE, THE GENERAL, any fukes)g Rate only these zines of which you

have seen enough issues to fore an cobjective amssessment of the quality

of the publication, and base your rating on this amssessment; dec not

base votes on hobhy feuds, agreement or disagreement with the editor's

opinfions, etc. ((Why does Randolph say this? I know as well as you do

that there will be many grudge votes — I wouldn't be surprised 1if

EUROPA EXPRESS, WHITESTONIA, THE VOICE OF DDOM, HANSARD, GRAUSTARE -

and, after this lambasting, LIFE OF MONTY - got more than their share

of grudge votes)) A= vaual give a whole—number rating for each zine

from O to 10 (10 is highests. DMPORTANT: SPECIFY AND LIST SUBZINES

SEPARATELY)]. Bubzines will mot be listed along with zines in the fipal

listiog. {({Last time, subrines got abnormally high ratings - Gary

Coughlan refused teo realize this, and was net exactly happy when RHark

Berch listed zines and subizines separately in DIPLOMACY DIGEST))
Publishers may not rate their own zines; vicolation will result in

invalidation of the entire ballot. EFlgn your ballot and Indicate one

way in which you participate in the hobby (player, GM, etc.) to establish

eligibility.

All votes will be kept confidential., List zines and subzines (as well
as GMs — in three separate lists, one for each categery). Randolph
smyth reserves the right to invalidate any ballot not following the
glven cuidelines.

SEND BALLOTS TO:; "HUNESTONE POLL", RANDOLPE SMYTH, 212 ABERDEEN SBTREET S.E.,
MEDTCINE HAT, ALTA. TIA, ORl, CAKADA. DEADLINE 1S JULY 4, 1983.

TIAT ADDNRESS AGAIM:
RUNESTONE foLl PRGE
RANDOLPH W TH

712 ABERDESN STREET SE
MENTCINE WA, ALTA TIA ORI

C A ATA



RILULTS OF THE #0OLL: Hesults will he tabulated as secs as pozslble
after the deadline. To get the resulis, either eall (403) 526-78963,
or send 1 (Lo cash is QE, but pot US stamps) te Randolph with your
bullot for the detailed writien report, to be released {maybe) 1in
July. Only North American zines and GMs may 1< rated.

CHANGES: The only major changes are the separctisn of subzines from
zines ({(a good move, considering lastl vear's rezult}) and the acvalilability
of the results ((last year, John sold the rigtts of first publication

to Rod H;lker Tfor DIPLOMACY WORLD - which was 2elayed when Rod caught

the flu)).

Mark Berch has sugpgested in MAGUS (Stevc fzrgley's zine) thatl
Rondolph is shyiag away from necessary changes in tie poll format. .
Te¢chnically, this 1s true, il you cgree with Randelph that the poll is
due for an overhaul, but Randelph has his reuscos for being cunservat1ye
this year. Apart from the listed changes, there has been no overwheélming
support for any specific procedural changes. Uf ceurse, quite a number
of people have bitched for severul years aboul the effect of grudge
votes on the resulis under the current format, but Racdolph has seen
no proposals to svlve this problem without cuuvsing cthers. 4lso, to
sEome extent, all the grumblers arce talkiag ttirough their hats, since
onily John Leeder can even approximate the true effect of grudge votes
and other suspected flaws in the current procedure. ((without the
current U-10 system, the poll would have the vaters list their top
5, 10, or whatever, Zines/GM: in order - this is not right, since &

Gi which may be much better than the others can't get a veote much better
than the others. Comparative votes have to incluvde all GMs/zines imvolved,
but we're back to grudge votese. There's no way out. pPersonally, I'd
rather had grudge votes than the system used in, e.g., the Marco Poll))
The voting patierns have to be analyzed for a year hefore any changes
can even be censidered. -

Randelph is not trying to pul down the altercatives - evggx sysiem
will have advantages and disadvantages. There can be a hall-doazen
theories on how 1o re-woark the poll; unfortunately, most arce mutually
incompatible, and while several look pretty goed to Randolph, no
gpecific one has generated overwhelming enthusiasm across the hobby.

If you have a pet idea, it's mot Randolph you have te convince — but he
Can only use one idea if the objective 1s one ranking list. Until a
large percentage of the hobby starts pulling for a certain change,
Rondolph is inclined to gstick with the aix of advantages and disadvantages
that have been in place for six years and have been winning increasing
hobby acceplance, In Randclph's view, hobby-wide acceptance and support
is what it's really all about; a rather rickety system will give a far
truer result if 200 voters respond (this would minimize the effect of

a emall number of grudge VOtasg than the perfect methoed which measures
the opinions of only 20 wvoters,

Notice the phrase "the objective 15 one ranking list*. The hobby
is 50 competitive that it may be essentia¥Y To the success of any poll
to ecstablish a winner every year, and even %he losers like to be able
to say that they finishked fifth or thirty-third. ((However, I did NOT
institute my "guest Giis only" policy because of mg last-place finish in
the Leeder Poll last year, although the events leadins up to the rating
my bad Giing - had everything to do with it.})) The §l fee includes the
complete calculations, Including the application of several statistical

mme 0 ’1’ use,ﬁc‘-%e, Factors V' This is
PANGE 10O, it you weren’t foo sure.
T ddwt etpect He Sf»qv\i:s\m Tatluenm.

-
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Randolph is certainly willing - it's his duty as pellmaster - to

exanine the alternatives over this fall in preparation for the 1984
oll. ANY LETTERS EANDCOLWPE RECZIVES CORNIERNING MITIIODS COF IMITIOVING
I POLL WHICH ARLC SENT WITH THE POLL VOTES VILL BC INCLUDED IN TIiC

FINLL. REPORT.

Randolph will be incommunicadao from neow until the poil deadline,
due to his continemt-covering jobt. Barring disaster, results should
be available by August 1. Remember - anyvthing sent to Randelph won't
be read ountil July 4.

tst+éThe orfiginal flver wps in first person and signed by Randolph.

If you ask me, end he did, the poll is fine the way it is. You

don't want grudge votes? Disregard the polly 1It's that easy. Ir

vou don't like the way the pell is handled, ncobody is saying "You

will accept these poll resulte as the trve and correct rating of zines,
subzines, and GMs Lin Morth America, or you WILL LTAVE TilE HDODDY."

Quick -~ name some high-ranking 'zines that haven't been involved in
serious controversy lately (by "latelyx”, I mean in the previous twe
years or soj), ; |

As the person running ihez pell, Randolph should have the right tce
look at a ballot, say "This is a grudge vote,"” and remove it. That's
the only way to clean up the poll, If we can't put our trust im the
person running the pell, why heve it in the first place? QGrudge votes
shoul ¢ be easy to caotch ~ if somelody gets votes in the 7-10 range,
clearly a 0 or a L is a grudgce vote. (A better, but much harder,
method is to make the voters put reasons why tlhey gave voltes of 4 or
less. If there i= a good reascn for a low vote, it shouid be put down,
Suppose somebody gives me a 4 in the Gu poll and says "Don's Giing
ix awful." This 15 clearly true - it's & gvod thing I couldr't vote
for myseclf, because I would have given myself &2 3 - so0 the vote counts.
po the same thing with Gary Coughlen, and that's a grudge vote - Gary
has made ONE mistake since EE first came out.

Polls alwaye create controversy - remember when Digecor Phelps and
three other coaches left Nevada-Las Yegas off of the NCAA Basketball
Tep 152 How about SMU — The only major college football team to go
undefeated, and yet they didn't win the pnaticonal championship? There
will always be some favortism - remember UCLA A few years back, when
they finished fourth in the pacific 10 in basketball, only to be invited
to the NCAA tournament and finish second overall? (A5 & side note,
their second place finish was withdrawn when they received their
probation - but they got to Xeep the money....in the NBA, the worst teams
get the top players, but the NCAA tends to put the best schools and the
best plavers together - but this is beside the point, isa't it? Jt's
not easy {illing out these things) &= long as there are polls, there
will he controversy. ¥hy can't we live with 1t2 Do we HAVE to know
whe's the best, even though it's going te change dramatjically within
the next year? (Actually, Gds tend to stay in place - "zines are a
different story¥.) You have your favorites - I have mine.

What's this? The end of LOM =~ and 1t's only heen FOUR WELRS since the
la=st onel {actually, four weeks and & day or two, most likely - bdut
well under five weeks between issueg.) _Don't count on any contimuation
of this pattern, though - you were lucky this time.

Dave Grabar WINS2? Another shock! I've had it for this issme. Next time -
probably a review of Victory Games' GULF STRIKE, plus the usual stueff,.

Bod walker, tell Rex Martin and Don Greenwood to get with it on THE

GENERAL - let's see the Jan/Fel 19835 dissue in April....

NO ONE eypecks — oh, it said “iafluenza,
abouT that — i+'s Jut That PAGE 1\
is oo dose 1o The end. -
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