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Thirty issues ~ no big deal. At least there's a new ribbon for
this one. Ahhhhhhhhh!l Right out of nowhere comes yet another LIFE
OF MONTY from yet another Don Del Grande, reaiding at yet another 413
peutsch Hall, 2650 Durant Avenue, Berkeley, CA. 94720, phone {(413)
643-1806, electironic mail ...Luchvaxluchcury :ca=04 {(for UUCP)} or
uchbcoryictc—04gRerkeley (for ARPA). Note this is change.

Since this IS number 30, there are a few special surprises contained
within. Remember, yon have been warned. No feuda thias time, though -
Just good clean fun & games herein. Speaking of which....

MONTY'S NEWS AND COMMENT 1ia brought to you by people like m who make
‘people like you glad you're people like you and not people like me,
especianlly since people like me are one step away from people like THEM.
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I finelly got the latest GENEREL, bdhe one feaaturing CIVILIZATION.
Where Hiﬁﬁthat Ol+-WAH-RFE article come from? And that's the CONTEST??
No CIVILIZATION contest? Cheap stuff....geod articlea on CIVILIZATION
and THIRD REICH, though = I always did need a good Rusasian delfense (I
wonder what Mark Matuschak has t0 say about that), and there are a few
new typesa of trade cards {(e.g. Ivory, Dye, Olive 0il, Silver, Reain,
and (HIC) Wine), plus erratas

6.3.3: Delets the NOTH — how can the original player take over the cities
if he didn't have enough stock to pay the taxes in the firsti place?

15 7: Gold purchases take place before those players look at their
trade cards., {In other words, once you look at your irade cards
for that turn, you can't buy gold until the next tarn.)

22,2.5; The gralin cards used to relieve tha famine must be revealed.

22,.3.15; Law cannot be purchased at the same time as Democracy and/orp
Philogophy - Law must be purchased before the others.

Elayers cannot surrender trade cards if it would reduce a hand below
cards.

The trade card stacks may not be examined.

22.2.6; The two factions are (1) the 33 turned over units and {(2) the
units of that nation not twrned over.

Clear now? Let's goet to gaming.....NQ, NOT HERE]l Try ENVOY, via Roy

Honricks, 128 Deerfield Drive, Plttsburgh, PA 1O235. It's not exactly
Ccheap for a wareshouss (more or lesa) — about 70¢£ an issue, plus 3I0¢ if
¥ou happen to be in any DIPLOMACY or KINGMAKER games (60¢ if you're in
both} - but you tend to forget the c¢ost if you're Iin a 1ot of games.

I almost forgot about Hod Walker's column,..something to do with. negotiations
and plotiing thoese kills in advance. S0 where's THE ASYLUM this time?
It hasn't been there in a while - I'd rather read Moon than walker.

Well, it's apring agaim and it's time for the ANNUAI BASEBALL PREDICTIONS.
I wua laughed at last g;ar when I picked the Angels to take the AL Wesat.
Well, here goes for 19

., AL WEST......They've still got that infield, and Reggie 1ls approaching
L . #0500, a0 the Angels will repeat.

" AL EIET......It seems to me that whenaver Billy Martin takes over
a team,; they do well - I'll hate myself for this, but
give 1t to the Yankees,

NL WEST......I must be mad - San Francisco will nose out the Dadgers.
NL E&ST......It's time for a Canadian team in the playoffs -
Montreal will make it.

I wender how smuch white apace I left at the bhottom of thig page? I'm

testing out some larger pages this time.... -
Good night!
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<2ﬁ I happened to pick up a couple of new games this month,
s0 here come a couple of reviews to fill up asome space,

The second game will be preferred to those of you who
happen to be hardcore gamers, but first things first...

PENNANT RACE (Avalon Hill, $la4)

Contents: 1" bookcase box, six dice (2 red, 2 white,
2 green), 2 pads (one for ciudb records, one
for team standings), 8 pages of rules/charts/
pictures, and. a booklet containing the 1982
schedule and ratings for the 26 teams of 1982.

Designer/resesarch: Joe Balkoaki.

This is NOT your ordinary baseball game. If you're looking for a
fa-e which contains cards for every player where you can set your full
ineup and have your players hit home runs, put the infield in, steal

home, etc., try STATIS-PRO BASEBALL. This is more of a managerial/
general managing game - i.e., you're not as much Billy Martin as George
Steinbrenner:.

Each team's ratings consiat of team ratings in batting, endurance,
strength of pitching rotation, how msuch the park affects longball hitting,
minor league strength, strength vs. right/left-handed pitching, and
how kikely A rainout is (mot guite totally accurate — on May 1, the
chance of rain in Texaa drops from 1/3 to 1/9, and it never raim
in Omakland from June L on, despite the fact that a 1972 World Seriles
game in Oakland was rained out}. Each team also has 25 players,
saparated into (non-pitching) starters, bench, starting pitchers,
and relievers (some pitchers can do both). Nom-pitchers ure rated oo
batting, power, speed, and fislding; pitchers are rated on starting
strength, endurance, rest, and relief ability.

Here's how a typical game goes: NEW YORK METS at LOS ANGELES....
Starters; Swan vs, Valenzuela. Mets rolil 4 RHed, 3 White, 2 Green.

No doubles, so no power/speed/bench bonuses. The sum is less than 11,
so relief and/or fielding ratings can apply. Sum of 9 means that no
relievers are needed if Valenzueia's endurance is 5 or more - it's
only 3. The red die is 4, s0 4 relievars come in. They weren't used.
vyesterday, 80 no additional adverse affects apply; the four beast
relievers for the Dodgers are Howe, Stewart, Forster, and Niedenfuer,
whose ratings add up to 1. For fielding, a die roll indicates that
Cey's rating 18 used — it's a 0. Mets’' batting rating is 231 Valenzuela
has a starting value of 8, multiplied by 3 (white die 2 4+ relief 1 »
fielding 0), for 13. 23 divided by 15, when rounded down, ia 0.
Dodgers at bat: 6 red, 4 white, 6 green. Sum greater than 10, 30 ne
fielding/relief. Red and green dice match, so spesd/bench ratings may
come into play. According to the chart, the Dodgera' best cutfielder
(in terms of power or speed) is used - Rick Monday, whose power 1s 4,
plus O for Dodger Stadium, is used. Doudgers' batting is 27 plus 64
(6+4+8 multiplied by Monday's 4), or 851; Met pitching is 16 (white die
4, Swan rating 4). 91 divided by 16, rounded down, ias 5. Final score:
podgers 5, Mets O. Had the dice been reversed, the final would have
been 4-2 Dodgers. (New York has a very week bullpen.) :

Also included in the game; rules lor rainouts, injuries (every
player is. equally likely — except Garvey, who can't be hurt), effects
of left or right-handed pitching, power ballparks (it's easier to =core
in Wrigley than at the Astredome), pitching rotatiem, trades, and minor

eagues., .

This game is designed to be played so that a season takes no more
than 10 days of casual playing ("season" means that ALL teams play 162
gameg), 20 it's not for everyone, but you can compare teams of different
years (a past ALL-STAR REPLAY listed one of the old-time Dodger teams).

Whether or not it's worth all of the $l4 im gqueationable, bhut the
team charts are the only thing that needs to be bought in future years,
and they can't be that expensive (or can they?). Since there aren't
that many of you inferested im this kind of stuff, I won't go into it
any further - you can decide for yourself.

pon'+ go away - there's another review on the next page, and this ona
is for you BIG-TIME gamersa....a big surprise is in store, witlh loads
of gamers awaiting the news.....here it comes....the one....the cnly....

what's that? No, I will NOT finish up the white space [irst.,.....




GULF STRIKE (Victory Games, 43 West 33rd Street, Suite 603, New York,
N¥ 10001, or phene (800) 638-3292 for mail orders and information)
Cosat: $30

Components: 60—-page rules booklett, 1l8-page book of charta/tables/
examples, 910 ¢punters, two 22 x 34 mapsheets, two 17 x 22 mapsheets,
one l0—-sided die {(NOT a 20-sided - the die has 10 aidea), and a counter
tray (1) in a 2% box.

Design: Mark Herman

Development: Hob Ryer

From the ashes of the once proud, seslf-sufficient SPI, now owned.
by TSR (SPIL, that is - not these guys) comes VICTGRY GAMES and their
firat release, GULF STRIKE. The game foatures a detailed land/sea/air
treatment of a near-future conflict after Iran supposedly heats Iraq
in their current war. The counter sheet includes forces of Iran, Iraq,

USSR, USA, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Pakistan, Israel, France, Oman, UAE,

Great Britain, and Bahraim. However, Huwait, Saudi Arabia, Qatar,
Pakistan, Oman, and Bahrain are only used in one scenarie, and Israel,
france, and Grsat Britain only appear through Random Peolitical Events.
Iran can be controlled by either side, depending on the s2cenarioc; Iraq,
when in play, is always on the LS&ER side (and only when Iran is on the
USA side). The scenarios are: USSE/Iran va. USk/Kuwait/UAE/Qatar/etc.;
USSR ve. USA/Irani USSR/Iraq vs. USA/Iran; Iraq - Iram; USSR - USk.

A rather unique system is used in G54 there are twoe kinds of maps -
strategic (each hex = 280 milea) and tactical (each hex = 28 miles).
The strategic map covers from the Black Sea to Mozamblique, and from the

eastern tip of Egypt to the easterm tip of India. The area of the tactical

maps include all of Iran plus parts of Turkay, Iradq, Kuwalt, Bahrain,
Sandi Arabia, Qatar, the UAE, Oman, Pakistan, Afghanistan, and the USSH.
The tactical wmap also containa very large hexes (1L large hex width =

10 small hexes width); these are the same as the strategic hexes they
rapresent. Unita arrive on the strategic map and are moved {slowly)

to the tactical areas, where they enter and perform like in most wargames.

Wwell, I wouldn't go that far. Tha aequence of play goes something
like thiss (1) Political Events and Strategic Map Arrivals; (2) Units
Assigned. Modea (air modes are Qffensive/Interception, greund modea are
Frontline/Reserve, plus Special Operations for USA& Green Bereta); (3)
Initiative (the same side keeps initiative until it takes a number aof
combat losses in a single turn, after which it shifta until the other
side takes too wmany losses in a turn, and so on;; (4) Initiative player
moves frontline units; reaction (non-initiative) player can move units
in reserve to a combat declared by initiative player; (5) Initiative
player moves reserve uniis; reaction player moves same as 4; (6) Reaction
player moves fromtline uniis; initiative player moves remaining reserve
units (in 4 through &, both players move naval and air unita); (7) Naval
units can be put in port for next turn. Did you understand that? At
first, neither did I.

As I expescted, there's no difference between VG maps and SPI maps,
except for the company name. The numbering and type styles are the same.
The hexes are numbered! The countera are also similar to old SPY; they
can sasily be taken apart, and the sheets are slightly misaligned so
that some colors may extend slightly into the wrong countersa. However,
these counter aheeta seem to be a bit thinner than SPI usually did.
Maybe all 910 will fit into the counter tray now. The colors must have
been randomly selected - yellow-corange for the USSR, brown-red for the
U3a, light brown {dark tan?) for Iran, khaki for Iraq, purple for Qatar,
brown for Pakistan,....I count. 1l colors, plus black for markers.

The CRT is attacking losses/defending losses with odds-—columns;
howaver, between 1-2 and 2-1 are five columns for -2, -1, 0, +1, and +2.
(Note: if an odds column and a difference column both apply, the odds
calumn is used). Combat is not required; however, it must be "declared"
(oniy by initiative player in phases 4 and 5 above; only by reaction
player in phase €) before it takes place, so that the other player can
react,

Speaking of ruies....none of this case syatem business like SPI
usged to do - no more "iogaleseae%, The rules are pretty clear, with a
few complexities expecied in a game of this magnitude. When the index
is looked at, there are no paragraph numbers - just things like "241-8"
and "3I7H-0"., Each page of the rules is numhered down both sidea from.0O
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to 9; the rules have two columns on a page, and the top of each page :
has the page pumber and an L or an R depending on the side (22~-R means
the right column of page 22); to find 24L-8, turn to page 24, to the
jeft column, and look next to the number 8 in the margin. It leoks
stupid at first, but it works.

All in all, a good game, if you like the subject of near-future
fighting. Given the stalemate in Eurcpe right now, this doesn’'t seem
too far—fetched; there are no biological or nuclear warfare rules, but
rvles for Soviet chemical warfare are included (the effects of chemical
attacks decrease as the time since the first attack increases; attacks
against USA units get no benefit from chemicals excepi up to two turns
following the first chemical attack)}.

Victory Games has come out with two other games — HELL'S HIGHWAY:
{World War II) and CIVIL WAR (guess what that covers?), with other
games planned for the future (including Vietnam and a solitaire WHIX
France 1944 game — sort of a SQUAD LEADER-type game, from what I've
heard). Looks like TSR may be in for some stiff competitiom - not
to mention Avalon Hill, especially since their parent company owns
VG. Has AH created a monster? Will VG create a monster? Is the NMS
listening??

3-AND:NOW—FDR-THE-SAN—DIEGD-NEIEFFRDH—THE-INSTITUTE—FUR—DIPLDHATIC—STUDIES—HERE—GOE

DON MILLER MEMORIAL AWARD - The committee to oversee the Miller Memorial
Award has been established, tonsisting of Kathy Byrne, Bruca Linsay,
John Kador, and Fred pavis Jre,; with Mark Berch and Rod Walker as
membars ex officio. Nowinations are being solicited for thia award.

The award is named for Don Miller, long-time hobby archivist and founder
of the Miller Nuwbers, as well as being & membar of the International
Diplomacy Hall Of Fame., The recipient of the award is alected hy the
hobby at large and atands for the most significant contributor to the
hobby in the past few years, similar tc the Les Pimiey award in Britain.
Nominations can be made in two waya; (1) the person in question can
nominate himself/herself hy making a statement indicating what he/sha
hasz contributed and sending it to Larry Peery, Box B4l6, San Diego, CA
92102, by May 1, or (2) the nominating committee can nominate amnyone,
who must then give consant to be nominateds The recipient of the award
will alsc receive a permanent plagqua, possibly to be presented at DIPCON,

INTERNATIONAL UIPLOMACY HALL OF FAME - In 1981, seven men were elected
to IDHOF: Edi Birsan, wWalt Buchanan, John Koning, John McCallum, Hal
Naus, Conrad von Metzke, and Don Miller. Any persocn who has made a
lasting contribution to the hobby, past or present, alive or deceanad
(how many people made contributions while deceased?), is eligible.
There are two IDHOF committees: nominations and elections. Anyane
active in the hobby for at least one year can be a mesmber of aither or
both committeess the final committeem conasist of volunteers drawn from
the hobby's most experienced players and publishers. Four or five more
volunteers are needed for sach committee; contact Larry if you're
interested in a poaition.

fLSD—HUGH—FDRPEHE—BDRING—STUFE—&ND—HOHhTHEFSTUFFLTHATBHlKES—LOH—FHHDUSFTHE—ONE—AND-

"Herg's the tessup:"” (BUZZZZZ) "uUh, Xathy, I haven't read the question
yet.

"Look, I know that, and you know that, and the audience prohably knows
that by now, but I sheuld get aome sort of handicapl®

"What for?"

"I*va got Grabar on my toaml”

would YOU have guestioned that anawer?

"Of course notl Not unless you want to be my next conteat...."”

It's time to match stabs with the champions in America's favorite game
with wooden blocks, if you can find them, the varaity sport of the mouth,




Let's meaet the teama.... .
[

Thae teams aren't talking to each other....this is the biggest feud since
Paul Shafer stopped talking to David Letitermani Anyway, over there,

we've got Larry Peery, Ron Brown, Rod Walker, and Jack Masters, from

the SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA DIPSY-DOODLERS {(the current champs), and. over

in the other direction, there's Xathy Ayrne, Steve Heinowaki, John

caruso, and Dave Grabar, Ifrom the WHITESTONIA INSTITUTE OF NUCLEAR

HOLOCAUST. { TWEEEEEET)

"There's the whistle to start the game -~ you're playing for a 20 peint
?anus, ?ere's the tosaup: the greatest game since NUCLEAR WAR is 1ILLUM-Y
BUZZZR

"WINH, Heinowski....sounds like Steve Jackson's dirty work”

“for a rather clean 10 points. Here's the bonua; In-"

Kathy stands up. "TIME OUT! TIME OUTI®

"What fepi"

"The smoke is driving me crazy! Whe's smoking? Walker? He would try
something like that - I'1ll fix him - den't go away, 1'll be right bhackl"
Kathy runs over to the fire extinguisher, grabs it, peints it at Red, :
and SPRITZ. "If I can't smoke, nebedy smokes!"

"I protest!” says Masters; "Illegal spritzing on Kathyl! I know the
rules — I think - Larry, what are the rules on this?"

“In Spaniah or Farsiit”

"It's Grabarts fault for being & Northern Califernianl”

"rthat’s a lie — I have ne-~fault insurancel®

4Audience boos at this point - and they're right| Grabar deserves it
this time.

*You've got to take the blame for that jokel"

"5 peints eff] 5 points off|! That was cruel and inhuman]®

Enough about that joke = time's running out, and....

“Here's the tossup: for a faast ten points, what celers are used in RAIL
BARON pileces?® (BUZZZZ)

"WINH, Heinowski....Black, wWhite, Blue, Hed, Yellow, Green"

"That's right, and here's the 30-point bonus: for 30 alli-or-nothing-type
points, name the nine CIVILIZATIONsI"

"Greece, Italy, Thrace, Asia, Illyria, Africa, Crete, Babylon, Egypt"
"Ne Greece - Assyria - ne peints for all that hard work, either. The
scere's tied, S0 here's the tosaup-" (BANGI)

"Foull Feoull!" yella Caruse. "Rod Walker fired too earlyl”

“Now now, Rod, it's not Sudden Death yet-* (TWEEEEEET)

"Well, the game's over, but the score is tied, se get these guns ready,
and we've even got hnllets this time....reachl™
BANGBANGPOWBANGBLASTPOWBANG - the smoke clears - "It's still tied?

At least I thought Kathy knew how to shoot....we'll break this tiel
Captaina, think of a number from 1 to 10, and whoever's closeat to

mny numbesr winsl Rod Walker?¥

"Twelve®

"Twelve....John Caruso?"

"I 1like twelve too"

nlz 27"

"Not 2 - teo, as in alsel”

"Well, the nusber was indeed 12, 3o wa'll tosa a <¢oin. John, representing
the challengers, calls it."

(TO55) "Heada"

"What do you say, Rod?"™

"It's a toughie....I'1ll side with taila*

"Seems that neither of yow are right-" (RRRERING)

"SCDD, Pe@#ry....It must be torsoca, then"

“I wonldn't say that-" (BUZLZ2Z)

"'INH, Grabar....I know! It's Etmdins o Bdsﬁl"

"Is that close enough? It is, and the official final acore is 50 for
the Southern California Dipsy-Doodlers to 50,01 for the Whitestonia-
Institute of Nuclear Helocausat — the WINHi is the NEW CHAMPI"

Be sure and be with us next time when the WHITESTONIA INSTITUTE. OF NUCLEAR
HOLOCAUST meets the NEW. YORK NEW YORKERS in the quasi—-annual "Byrne vs.
Byrne" slugfeat on the one and only DIP BOWL....

While I've got some extra white space, I'd like to remind you that the
THIRD. ANNIVERSARY ISSUR is coming in a few moanths....this noete i3 too
Small; nobody will noetice. Besides, I'm behind on space, SO...«-+ <5’
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ANNIVERSARY ISSUE of LOM, It's still a few montha away (two, to be
exact - LOM firat appeared in June of 1980), but XI'm giving all of you
plenty of warning se you don't have any excuses when that lissue dewsn't
have any super—deluxe big-name top—-billing articles. All you readers -
especially you pubbers, who can spread the word — I want articlesll!

The usual rates apply - 1 credit per page of stuff. If you want,
especially for you traders, the credit can go to other 'zines - just
name it. All T want is a chance to have somebody else fill up scme

of these pages! Or would you rather see more of thise garbage filler?

4 % ##odow @ 9 L2 - - - - | RS9 saee m 11“.
2. 3 3. i 2°s"% " "s 3.-° 3 : % wmEmRE's BOR
- $ 3 23222333 _.23° Secee $34«”  WYATT WHEN WE
. $ & 23§ 3 §fevcyic. @ $°. NEED HIM?

- o L3 5 L] - - = * = - - - L] A

° o wSooas @ = -w - . ® - = * Senses o -

s¥serjast turn, Pele began at Wingfield and meved Royston-h25-h22-
Warwick-Coventry. Alse, Courtenay is the Admiral of England.

PHE~MOYEMENT: A Writ 1s used to send Greystroke to Blackheath in place
of Grey (the Marahal's strength on the c¢card 1= zere during
a catastrophe); Talbaot and Le Trinity go te Pevensey,
Berkeley, in Calais, cannot respond,

BEAUFORT, COURTENAY, GREY, HERBERT, STANLEY, and POLE (Coventry)-
warwick-warwick-warwick-warwick—Coventry(c)

BERKELEY remains in Calals

GREYSTROKE {Blackheath)-Windsor-St. Alhans-h22—warwiak—coventry(c)

HOLLAND., MOWBRAY, NEVILLE, and STAFFORD: remaln in Barnet

TALBOT romains in Pevensey

LeROSE, LeMARGARET, and LeCHRISTOFHER remain in s26. Remembar, according

to the map errata, Calaism bhordars s2s.

LaGEORGE. remains in Rye

Le TRINITY remains in Pevensey

LelUCAS remains in Calains

LeSWAN remains Iin Caister

5tiil no cembat]l] The Catastirephe is over - hack to full strengths,
Te remind the players, here are the strengthsa:

BERKELEY - Earl ef Kent, Captain of Calais, CoventrysRusgesifisswmen (30,
300 in Calais)

_.—WHAT—UO—YDU—ME!N—GARBAGEHFILLEB 1~ I=HAPFEN=TO-LIKE~THIS5=5TUFF=DON' T=YOU- ?-WHAT-7

plu

GREY - Earl of Essex, Marshal, French Funttiiifiar s, (140 plus 100 in Calais

or the Continent)

GREYSTROKE - Earl of Salisbury (40)

HERBERT. — Earl of wiltshire, Chancellor of Lancaster, Archbishop of
Canterbury, Burg. Xbowmen, Ipswich (120)

BEAUFORT - 30

COURTENAY. -~ Admiral of England. {(80)

HQLLhnn - Earl of Richmond, Chancellor of England, Archbishep of York,
Cairsbrooke, Shrewsbury, Le Lucas, Burg. Xbowmen (140)

MOWBRAYY — Steward of the Royal Household, Bishop of pDurham, Flemish
Xbhowmen (120)

NEVILLE ~ Chamberlain of Chester, lLegicester, Le Swan (100)

POLE - 30

STANLEY - Duke of Exeter, Chancelior of Cornwall, Bishop of Norwich (120)
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TALBOT - Warden of the Cingue Perits (80)
Hera is a liat of the cards you have in hand:

TURN: 1) CROWN CARD:

TURN 12 EVENTS: Parliament may he summoned (to discards); FRENCH RAID -
Admiral and Warden of the Porta, BOTH with 2 ships, to Rye; PLAGUE -
Norwich, Lynn; PEASANT REYOLT - Neville to Raby, Sc¢rope to Masham, Roos
to Helmsley, Mowbhray to Wressle, Archbishep of York to York, Marahal

to wWakefield.

TURH;iZ orders are dua hy APRIL 22, 1983. (Certainly not 1982 or 1984,
if you were wondering.)

ssdadrr e xTYDORTANT] Keith Sherwood. has resigned in order to let his
sub lapse. Bprb Wyatt had better come up with
some orders, or I just might declare the game over
with Larry as the winner (that's a bit lame, though).

prrsssscansipassannesdnstaindg now time for a Slight DEGBK, L u v me o b mbdrdg s sk bbb dn

QNLY. IN BERKELEY....Whataver happened to the good old daya of $20
taxtbooks? Nowadays I can't find one feor less than §30. And on tep
of this, my "Contemporary British Government™ class requires. 100 pages
of randing,(thnne are 8% x 11 pages) per week for 10O weeksa. I never
realized that se much could be said about labor strikes....

t-t-ttt-t-tt-ttttttﬂ-#t-titt#t.ttttm.u‘h hra‘kl-‘-“___...-..-_.-__.‘._.‘,_.,,*.,,

In the past three issues, I've had the Buying A Bed bit (where the
salesman puts a bucket over his head when somebsdy says "mattresa®),
the Barber Shep sketch (with the Lumber jack Seng), and the one about
the Spanish Inquisitien (ah, ne,...NOOOOOO ene expects the Spanish
Inquisitien). I've alse done the Pet Shep back in #25, and there was
the one about that Box of Chocolates (with e.g. Crunchy Frog). What
punishment sheuild I inflict en yeu new? Get some discipline inte them,
Sergaant~hajer.

"Rightl” (The 5-M is addressing a bunch ef privates: in Self pDefense)
"Geood esvening, class - where's all the others, thea?"

*"They're net here" replies the class.

"I can see that — what's the matter with them?"

"Perhaps they've got the flu."

"Hmpf — [lu, eh? They should eat mere fresh fruitl Right - new, self-
defense., Tonight, 1 shall carry on froa last week, when I waa showing
you how to defend yourselfl againat anyene whe attacks you armed with a
pikece of fresh fruit." (Means frem the privates)

"You promised you wouldn't do fresh fruiltl”

"What do you mean?"™

"We've done freah fruit for the last nine weeks| Can't we switch te
ssnothing else, like someene whe attacks you with a pointed stick?"

"Pointead aticks? Oh, oh, oh - wa want to learm about defending ocursejives
against pointed sticks, de we? Get it sll high and mighty, e¢h? Fresh
frult not goed eneugh for you, eh? Well, I'11l tell you something, my
lad - when you're walking heme tenight and sewme great hemicidal maniac
cemes after yeu with a bunch of leganberrijies, den't come crying to mel
New - the passisnfrultl How to defend-"

"We've done it already — we've alas dene aeranges, apples, grapefruitas,
whele and segments, psmegranites, grapes, lemens, plums, mangoes in syrup-"

"Nave we done cherries?”

"Yes."

"Red AND Black?"™

"Yes.™

"All right then — the banana. We haven't done them, have wo?”

"No. " 7
"Right ~ Bananag. How to defend yourself against a man armed with a (ij)
banana. Here, yYoul Ceme at me with this - catchi® (Throws a banana)
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"Now, it's guite simple to defend yourself against a man armed with a.
banana. First of all, you force him to drop the banana. Second, yeu
eat the banana, thus disarming him. You have new rendered him helpless.”

"Suppoase he's got a bunch?™

"Shut up,” ,

#*Suppose he's got a poeinted stick?™ :

"Shut upl! Right - now you, Mr. Apricet|"
"Harrisen."

"Sorcy - Mr. Harrisen, cose at me with the banana. -~ heold it like that - L
that's it. Now, attack me with tha banana - come at mel” The sergeant
majer pulls out a gun and fires. Harrisen falla to the fleor. "Naw,

I eat the bananal The deceased Mr, Apricot is now helpless."

"He's dead — you shot himl"

"He was attacking me with & bananal"

"But you told him toa."

“look ~ I'm only dnini my Jjeb. I have to show you how to defend yourself
against fresh fruit.

"And pointed sticka?"

"Shut upl*

"Well, suppose I'm attacked by a man with a banana and I haven't got a gun?"

"Run for it."

“He could alwayas scream for help."

“You try that with a pineapple down your windpipel™

"A pineapplae?"

"WHERE?! WHEREI?"

“"Newhere, I just said pineapple."

"Blimey, I thought my number was on that one."

“The pineappla?"

"WHERE|? WHERE?I"

"l waa just repeating it."

"Oh, all right - that'as bananas then. Now, the raspberryl| Here we are -
harmless lliking thing, isn't it? Neow you, Mr. Tim Peach-"

"Thompson"

"Mr. Thempsen, come at me with the raspberry - be as viscioua as you like."

"Noe — you'll shoot mel"

"I wen't." L

“You shot Mr. Harrisen!|®

"That was self-defenae. I promise I won’t sheot you."

"You premised to tell us about pointed aticksi™

"Shut up]! Ceme en with that raspherryl”

"Throw the gun away."

"I haven't got a gun."

"You shot Harrison with it."

"Oh, that gun. All right...* (Throwa the gun away) "How to defend
yourself against a rnspbarr§ without a gun."

"You were going to shoot mel

"I wasn't — now, de your worstt” (BOOM CRASH AAAGGGH)

"If anyene ever attacks you with a raspherrz, just pull the lever, and |
the 1l6-ton weight will fall on top of himl}

"Suppose there isn't a l6-ten weight?"

"Well, that's planning, isn't it? Foresight!"

"How many l&-ton weights are there?®
"Look, Mister Know-it-all, the 16-ton weight is just one way of dealing

with a raspberry killer - there are millions of otheral"

“Like what?"

"How about ashooting him?"

“Well, what if you don't have & gun or a l6-ton weight?"

"All right, smarty-pants, come at me with raspberries, a whele basketfull"
"No gun? Ne l6-ton weight? No pointed sticks or rocks in the ceiling?"
“Noene of these.”

“Promise you won't kill uas?"®
"I promise I won't kill you.™
0K, we'll attack."”

"Don't rush me -~ do it properly. Stalk mel Come up close, and then - in
with the raaspberry| cClass, the first thing te do when you're being
ftalked by a man with a raspberry is to - release the tigeri" (ROAR)

"The great advantage of the tiger in hand-to-fruit combat is that tha
the tiger not only eats the fruit-ladem foe, he eats the fruit as well.
Tigers, however, do not relish the peach. The peach assalilant shoulad

®



be attacked with a crocodile."

The other men seem to have dimappeared.

"Right — now the rest of you, where are you? I know you're hiding
somewhere with your nectarines and prunes. Well, I'm ready for youl
I've wired myself up to 200 pounds of TNT, and if any of you so much
an moves, we'll all go up together....Right! I warned youl"
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You knew, I'm surprised that I haven't received any letters from pewsple
claiming that I didn't write this stuff but, er, uh, "borrowed” it from
a certain Flying Circus. Luok, did I ever say that this wae aine?

DIP BOWL is mine. DIP WARZ is mine. Two out of three is enocughl

And speaking of DIP WARZ....

MYHAT?" shouts Lord Sacks Fifthavenue. "How can the

piplomatic Empire crush the Rebel Diplomats il we

don't have any fancy titles for this stuff? Say,
. where did that Rebel ship go?"
"we lost it when it headed for that melten rock planet,

0 Great Almighty Master 0f All Things-~"
" iMy Lord' will be sufficient next time. I want full-sacale highest-
magnification beginning imwediatelyl Every cubic centimeter is to be
examined — every planetary surface dug up - anything in the way is to
be blasted without mercyl™
"We've got the Imperial pianet on the screens-"
"Belay that lasat orderl™
H.Ban"h.‘l.lﬂ, he-.din‘ t”&rd the melten l‘ock planeto-ao
"Two seconds to contact,™
"John Folaes, won't you shut up-"
WBOOOOSH -~ the Linoleum Falcon plunges inte the surface — and right through
it! "what happened?®
"Jf you ask me," Princess Luscious answers, but. Choe-l Caruse interruptse
with "Another one of your theories? You're just aieong for the ride, you
know. I say that the surface is some sort of camoflague to keep the
Empire away."
"Oh, sure, Mister Know-It-All, always with the stupid ideas! And what
do you mean, juat along for the ride? I happen teo ba well-equipped for
thesa missiens."
"I koW, ..."
You still have dirty mindsil Not to mention these characters.
“If you don't like it, go back to DIP BOWL."
They forget again - I'm in their future.
"Big dsaf? I think Oboe-~1l ia right," says Baldo Calberchian, "and I
should know because my picture appeared on the cover of DIPLOMACY
GALAXY. But whe put this thing here?”
“Okay, 1LOM, no funny stuff, and no boring works of Shakespeare thia-
time - get to the pointl Who's in charge?”
*Obviously, there's only one person on our side who has this much energy,
this much time, this much devotion, and, most impoertantly, this much
hot aipi™
*Did I hear my name?" comes [rom a volice nearby.
Calberchian ia stunned. "It couldn*t bBe~oh, NOI™
"Oh, YES - it's me - Earl of Peericlees, at your service. Emperors
eliminated, lords lacerated, dukes demolished, planet—busters broken,
and all sorts of other neat things done — and, just for my old frien
Calberchian, double trading stamps with every orderl|"
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"{iow generous can you get? Anyway, where did you-*"

*Hold it, Baldo — where did you get the hat?"

"oh, this thing - well, it keeps the sun out of people's eyes."

"snd out of the Imperial radar screens, ne doubt. Anyway, you were
asking something about this place?"™ T

“Yoeah - why the crazy cover, Perriclees?"

"Well, when T was a member of those idiet Imperials, they always complained
about how hot it was around me, probably because I happened to live
in the hot area of my local planet. Anyway, when I refused to continune
serving that Sacks Flifthewvenue guy, he blew up my planet, and ever saince
then they've been lookinkg for me by !searching for the heat®."

"And the only way yvou could camoflague all of that hot air of yours was
to disguise yourself as a molten rock planet,”

"Even fooled that 1LOX or whatever that thing is. Pretty good, huh?"

"Oh, great—just great!" breaks in John Polec. '"We're trying to defeat
the Imperials and. we run inte a walking heat wave. First it was
Calberchian and his sight detection -~ new they can use heat detectionl
And what about those ice planets? They'll turn into water bhefore we
have a chance to set up the stuff-"

“and I can't swiml" says Princess Luscious,.

“You know," Oboe~l replies, "this guy may be good for something after
all...." )

Suddenly, all sorts of alarma go off, bells ring, lights flash in

rather interesating patterns, and all sorta of stuff that reminds pecpls.

of a 19608 computer-revolution movie. *"Let's get out of herel wWe've
been foundl”

“"Too late for the Rebels!|” proclaims Lord Sacks. "They‘ve lost their
weaponry, their surprise, and their c¢redit cards - TOWELS AWAYI"Y

*full spread - maximum angle af dispersion - launchl™

Towals soon spread out throughout the far reaches of space, only ts

move Iin on a direct bearing for the Perri planet.

"We'*ve bought itl"”

"Never say never-"

"These reactlionariesg-"

..Oh, DhOO—I-.---

"Contact in 5§ = 4 -~ 3"

"SHUT THAT THING UP!! We know we've had it-"

The death weaponry inches its way toward final destruction - it's

virtually upon them ~ they're preparing for the ashock waves in the: .

far-away plﬂ.ﬂﬂtﬂ - looks lika there's no eacape - Farecleevslavencase

what time is it?

3:9537 I've got a class on the other side of campus at 4;001 Excuse

me while I rush off and earn some grades so E can pick up some kilobucks

after I graduate while CS jobs still exist. Meanwhile, a fast note:

I heard somewhere that the 1967 dellar is worth about 30 cents today -

if that's true, the 1967 pound sterling is worth I8 pencs. No wonder

gritiah people take DNiplomacy seriovusly - they've got nothing elsge to
o.

0K, I'm back, s0 1t's back t6 the story.

"what an aescapel" gaaps Oboe-~l in a sigh of relief. "I'1l naver figure

out how we did it.*®

"Tt*s relatively easy," blurts out 1LOM. “You see, we-" (CLICK)

“Don't say itl" says John Peleo. "We have to Kkeep the readers in
suspensal Besidea, do you honestly think the writer can work his way
out of this ome without a atupid trick like this?"

Meanwhile, a rather loud voice eminatea from the Imperial FlagahlpPeeoe

"Let me at that writer! X'11 kill him firstiI®

well, no big deal for our friends, the {(chooase one: Imperiala, Rebels)
this time, but with my schedule, there’s no time for big detailed shoot-
cea-up actien scenes where the bleod spurts out in slow motion., Besides,
have you ever tried to deaign a LISP interpreter in PASCAL, and then try
to get to an empiy computer terminal to see what [ractien of a percentage
of the progran actually works on the tenth try?

And now, especially for you readersa in Burspe, both of you, comes the
latest word from TSR about SPI stuff....BATTLE OVER BRITAIN won'’t he
released until July {(in time for ORIGINS, I presuma), and A GLEAM OF
BAYONETS. {tha ANTIETAM monaster) will come out in August, or se they
say. Also on the production line, more or less, are supplements for
NRAGONQUEST and UNIVERSE, and a plan to release some of the old SPIL

e
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goamen (the only one that comes to mind at the moment is THE CREATURE
THAT ATE SHEBOYGAN). The latest ARES contains THE DAMOCLES MISSION,
a solitnire game where a team of astronauts boards the Space Shuttle
and flies up to an alien artifact, which they attempt te contreol.
(Sometimens it's necessary to be able to maneouver the ship, in case the
Shuttle breaks free,) Somehow, 1t tends to get boring rather quickly,
like RETURN OF THE STAINLESS STEEL RAT.

Speaking of ARES, TSR has amnounced that S&T and ARES will centain
4 games per year instead of the initially announced 3; the other twe
magazines per year will he "special issues” (non-numbered)} of some asort.
And thers's a rumer that TSR is planning a completely in-house design
for release under the SPI name. More on this story as it develops....

HISTORY DEPASTMENT....did you know that aeabout 1l mentha age, I presented
the Video Game Play List? Ever since then, Dick Martin and. probably
countiess others have, er, uh, "obtained" this jdea and used it in their
owm ‘zines. I'd llike 9 compare my list of 1982 with the 1983 lisat:

1982 -~ DONKEY XONG, Nintonds 1983 -~ CRAZY CLTMHER, Nichibutsu
VENTURE, Exidy POLE POSITION, Atari
M3. PAC-MAN, Midway QUANTUM, Atari
TEMPEST, Atari PENGD , h)
BATTLEZONE, Atari Q~BERT, (7)
QX%, Taite SCRAMBIE, (7)

As you can see, I've forgotten some of the company names. For ysu Atari
2600 ownars, the bast cartridges I've seen are CENIIPEDE (Atarl) and
MEGAMANIA (Activision).

And now for the MARK BERCH depoartment: what's that big yellew round thing.
in the sky? The sem of whe? Oh, the SUN. What's that? It's rained

s« much this year, I've forgetten what blue sky is supposed to look

like. (At least the clouds keep the smeg away.) And it was actually

70 DEGREEER todayl

I've got seme spare space for some apare reviews, I suppose....

GIVE ME A WEAFPON!!1, straight frem the defending DipCen champ, Konrad
Baumeister, Box 6050 Henle Yillage, Gecorgetown University, Washingten,
oC 20057. It looks a lot 1lke RETALIATION - probably hecause Dick
Martin dees the actual printing. Said "journal* (oh, 'zine ifsn't GOOD
enough for some people, is 1it?7 One leusy tournament win and it's all
high and mighty all of a audden, ¢h? Somebedy send him a raspberryl)
cemes out every four weeks at a cost of 4,50 for 10 action—packed

{(if you're lucky) imsues, usually 12 pages (nen-reduced) each. HReminds
me of a scaled—-down Retaliation of old days, aspecially when there's
plenty of Bmirneff around (erase that last part....).

DIPLOMACY. WORLD, edited by Rod Walker, with help from Larry Peery.

Subs available for $10/year (first claesas) or $B8/year ithird clans, or

is that fourth clasa?); $10 in Canada, J15 in Europe (air wail).

Send those checks to Red walker, 1273 Crest Drive, Encinitaa, CA 92024,
Make those checks cut te R.C. WALKER. Now, abeut DW: mostly, it's

full of articles dealing with how to play Dip - sort of like THE GENERAL,
oniy smaller and limited. Even if the ads are a little out of date...
(They'‘re pot? The AH ad said that GUNS OF AUGUST had been released a
month age = true, if DW was printed early last year.)

DIPCON is coming up soon - next isgue, I might remember te publish
annual predictiens, including the NEW. CHAMP. (Well, maybe not "new"”

But BEFOBE leaving, let's give a big welcome to Kenrsd himself, whosa
GMAW. joins the ilgustrioun 1list of izines to trade with the one and only
LOM. (Insert massive cheers here.) GMAW jeins THE SHOGUN'S SWORD,
EMPIRE, WHITESTONIA, EURQPA EXPRESS, EVERYTHING, THE THING ON THE MAT,

: and THE HACKOLYTE - er, ACOLYTE. Anesther issue densa in fouwr weeks?
] I muat be slipping - that's two in a row....

L.-THAT—EN DE—~ANOTHER-FASCINAT ING- ISSUE-OF-THE-NTH-GREATEST-* ZINE~IN-THE~UNLVERSE—OKA]

ELACK FROG, THE BUZZARN'S BREATE, XENOGOGIC, ARDL, WINSOME LOSESOME, @
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