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Been a while, hasn't 1it? Well, be glad that issue 43 of LIFE OF
MONTY., typed up, folded, addrcased, stamped, and put into the mailbox
by Dan Dsl Grande, 142 Flisao Drive, Greenbrae, CA 94904-1339, phone
(415) 461-2692, uh, where was I7?7 Oh, yes — thot thia issue 45 of LIFE
OF MONTY has finally arrived intoe your mailbox, post office box, mail
drop, or whatever the thing is Lthut the mafil types dump your LOM ianto.
Thanks to these slightly-longer between-issue periods, therse‘s a good
chance of having both of the running Dip gameos actualiy appearing
in their final forms — seems that the deadline was so0 short for BIRV
last time that thare waa a correction to Lhe report printed in LOM -
there were pno GMing errors, but the USPS decided to send the final
report for Winter 1502 the same day that I malled out the lsaues.

" {Don't worry - the players were notified. If you REAILY care about the

game, the only thange was that Austria built ¥ Trieste instead of an
NAIE
Also, with a little iuck, the TRIVIAL PURSUIT game may be heading
toward a guick start. (Three people signed up within 10 days of the
mailing of the isésue — sure beats my Dip-opening rate, doesn't 1t?)
Not only that, but my Kingmaker-filling bhas increased by 100%. That's
right — now I've got TWO plaversi )
And NOW for aomething - well, it's not exactly COMPLETELY Jdifferent,
but neverthenonethelesns it's....

MONTY'S NEWS AND COMMENT is brought to you by GRAUSTARK, the sumi-official
‘zine {by default) of the 1964 Summer Olympics in Tokye

Well, the Olympics will be over by the time I got thia thing out, so
now's as good a time as any to review my predictions msde Iln issue 39.
First, a couple of the "by default® predictions - I sald that the USSR
basketball team {men, that is)} and Cuban boxer Teofilo Stevenson would
not win, and I was right, wasn't I? (Look — after the problems the
Amoricans had in 1980, I don't think the Soviete and Cubans should havae
booked their flights with Trans-Afghan Airlines!)

The otiher predictions; ILiechtenstein will win & gold....¥ugoslavia,
Italy, and the USA are 1-2-3 in wen's basketball....there will be a
major controversy ln men's gymnustics....no golds for ocur women
gymnaste..,.the supsrheavywelght gold goes to e¢ither Biggs or Damiapi,....
Carl Lewis wins four golds but jumps less than 29 feet and runs the 100
in at least 10 aeconds....S5an Marino wins a gold....ARC managea to show
all of lflninutea' worth of alx events where the Américans don't plan

to do well,

Tlie results; Well, Liechtensteln and San Marino get another try in 1588
smaiha)....haskethall went U3A-Spain-Yugoslavia, although Ytaly was upset
n the semi-finals....no major controversies in gymnastica....,our women
nabbed 2 golds (out of a possible 6)....4BL coverage managed to get
around to everything, although shooting and archery werenft covered
with much effort (then again, when you consider that these competitions
¢onsist of people taking long lengths of time to put ihings through
tarfeta, apy coverage wauld be welcome)....Lewls did jump lesas than 29
feet, but managed a 9.99 run in the 100 en route To his Fab Four....
Biggs beat pDemiani 1n the superheavyweight boxing final. Remomber,

a lot of these were wmade before the Soviets announced their boycott;
indesd, T predicted they would come aftcer we out-golded them at the
track & field championships in Helsinki luast yoar.

BY THE WAY, the gtuflf on page 2 concerning Zola Budd and Mory Decker was
typed up before ARBC showed all of their replays which point out that

Zola and Mary bumped into e¢ach other a few timen, and that Zola stuck he.
foot in front of Mary to regain balance after being bumped. OFf course,
nobody remembers that the blg duel at the world Cchampionahips was betwecen
Mary (who won) and a {(boycotting) Soviet woman,... '
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Speaking of the Olympics....0H, CANALIA] Here's a paituation invelving
Canadian boxer Willie De Witt against a boxer from an African country —
Nigeria, I think., Anyway, in the third round {ocut of three rounda),
the referee eeparates the fighters, Btops the clock, and points toward
. the African bexer's corner, Under international rulesa, a boxer's
corner men, while a reund is in progresa, cannot coach their country‘s
boxer. The African cornar received its third warning, which ia an
attomatic ejection - not for the boxer, but the coach, who then left
the arena flooer, Wiith atout one wminute resmaining, the coach attempted
to return to the corner. Under the rules, the ring security force -
in this case, members of the Log Angeles Police — must escort the
coach away from the ring. It seems thsat it required some bodily Iorce
to keep the coach away, which caught the crowd’'s attention, who sided
mainly on the "antl-policeY gide {things like "police brutality”, I
suppose, they thought). It didn't get much better whon De Witt got a
unanimens decislon in the fight (although he did deserve 1t).....

e wuz ROBBEDI Evander Holyfield takes command of a New Zealand boxer
in a light-heavyweight (81 kg / 179 pounds) semj-final, complete with

2 cautions (and 2 points taken away) to the NZ fighter, only to have
cur guy disqualifiad for hitting on the break. J don't care If it WaAS
the correct c¢all (Holyfield did throw a punch well after the Yugoslav
referee gave a "stop” command) - the New Zealander had hls hand over the
Anmertican's ear, among other things. At lesst the appeal jury decided
to let our man keep his bronze medal {(normally, disqualification - even
in the finals — means no medal) - big deal. (It does begin to make up
for the fact that another American boxer managed to win a fight becauss
five members of the "international jury" happen to believe in "home
ring advantage® or something like that - it's so big that Canadian

Sha 0'Sullivan managed to ride in on one after beling bashed around —
er, uh, in a close contest with a French boxer.) :

Biggest joke of the TV broadcasts goes to the Voice of America fuy that
came up with the idea of breadcasting redio Olympic braadcastis 1in many
languages to tha USSR, There ia more than one language spoken there -
but what are the chances that even one of the VYOX& broadcasts will get
through Iin any detnil paat the Soviéf jamming stations? (I'wm surpriased
that Finnigh TV broadcasts can be seen in Leningrad.}

Deja Vu: During the 1983 Pan-Amsrican gowes, in the 800-meter run, 1976
Glympic champion Alberto Juantorena was pinned against the inside curb
of the track and fell te the ground in pain. Almost one year later,

in the Olympic women's 3000, Zola Budd, the "instant Brit*", managéd to
get a foot inm front of Mary Decker -~ she l1literally haod her foot directly
in front {(which is gupposed te be f1llegal — then again, so is running
into an inside lane too early, and our 4x400 relay team got away with
it, alithough this didn't kave any effeci on the resuiti), forcing Mary
onto the infield with a hip injury. (Note that Budd finished well back,
while the man who.-tripped Juantorena went on to win.)

Peja Vu Part IX: Olympic marathon, 1972 - it was aennounced that Frank
Shorter would enter the stadium. Frank came in about 300 meters after
an impostor (what elso would cause the normally-cool TV announcer Jim
licKay tc say something like “Throw him off the trackl"?). In the 1984
steeplechase final, the pack wnes followed over the first water jump by
some banner-waving boze who cut through the infield and almost caught
the pack, while security guards chased him down the stretch, Naturally,
this sort of thing will end up as proef that the Soviets were right in
staying home because of the lack of security, (What would have happened
had this guy tried this in Moscow? Making little ones out of big cnes
in Siberia, perhaps?)

And now for the big moment.....LOM's choice for ATHLETES OF THE OLYMPICSI|
Carl Lewis? Mo - people expected him to win those golds. Gympast Marylou
Retten? The only reason she won wae that the Rumanian, Ecaterina Szabo,
fell in the preliminaries {(otherwise Szabo wins by 0.2 instead of lesing
by 0.05). How about Szabe and her 3 golde (plus the team gold), then?
Are you kidding - after she was upeset in the all-around? Diver Gref
Louganis? The basketball tesm? The volleybnll tesm? The water poloe
team, which fell one gorl short of a gold? {They went undefeated, but
gave up too sany goals 8¢ the also-undcfeated Yugoslavian team won on
"loal differential®.)
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Well, the 1984 RUNESTONE FOLL ies now history, and here are the results;
(Numbers in parenthesens indicate votes received)

1. EURPOA EXPRESS (67) B,49
2. ENVOY {31) B.00
3. POLITESSE (27) 7.B6
4. THE PRINCE (38) 7.68
5. THIRTY MILES OF BAD ROAD
(53) 7.65
6. LIFE OF MONTY (29) 7.64
7. SLEFPLESS KNIGHTS (2B) 7.62
8. DIPLOMACY WORLD (74) 7.60
9, NO FIXED ADDRESS (34) 7.60
10. SNAFU (33) 7.51
11. FOL SI FIE {13) 7.45
12. VOICE OF DOOM (74) 7.43
13. RETALIATION (30) 7.34
14. RAGING MAIN (32) 7.21
15. WHITESTONIA (47) 7.l1l2
1s. BERSAGLIERI {19} 7.11
17. PERELANDIA (31) 7.07
18. COAT OF amals (37) 7.00
19. NURTH SEALTH WEST GEORGE
{36) 6.93
20, EMHAIN MACHA (21) &6.89
a2, THE END JUSTIFIES TIIE MEANS
(18) 6.81
23. IRKSOME (42) 6.80
24. MIDLIFE CRISIS (43) 6.76
25. Tie batweuen THE DOGS OF WAR
fia and THE DIPLOMAT
i18) 6.75
27. STRAIGHT FROM THE DIMMER'S
MOUTII (21) 6.6B
28, ANDUIN (45) 6.66
29, MAGUS (41) 6.65
30. XENOGUGIC (31) 6G.G62
3k. BUSHWACKER (18) 6.56
32. WINSOME LOSESOME (33) 6.51
33, CATHY'S RAMBLINGS (38B) 6.34
34, MURD'RING MINISTERS {(35) 6.32
35. DIPLOMACY DIGEST (53) 6.31
36, CHEESECAKE (15) 6.30
37. HOUSE OF LORDS (23) 6&6.28
38, APPALLING GREED (29) 6.16
39. GHAUSTARK (12) 6.16
40. EREHWOH-(S?% 65.09
4. EVERYTHING (25) 6.09%9
42, FESTUNGS HOF (13) 5.90
43, HATI JAKAIL (32) 5.75
44. LIBERTERREAN (15) 5.69
45, WHO CARES? (27) 5.60
46. LONE STAR DIPLOMAT (22) 5.60
47. PARANOTIAC'S MONTHLY
(19) 5.52
48. YOU KNOW MY NAME (11) 5.36
49. GIVE ME A WEAPON (34) 5.06
50, MANIFEST DESTINY (33) 4.635
51. BATTLE STATIONS (122 4,25
52, TME MODERN PATRIOT (34) 3.03

For those of you who MUST know
this sort of thing, in case 1t
appears on a future NAIMl eoxam,

LIFE OF MONTY dld make the largesat
point gain over lasi year...-.1'11

TOF 20 GMsa

L. JOIN DALY (8) 93.50

2. ANDY LISCHETT (8) 9.25

3. BILL PLACEK (5) §.20

4. PAUL RAUTERBERG {23) 9.15

5. GARY COUGHLAN (11) 8.82

6. JIM MEINEL (23) B.78

7. JAMES WOODSON (9) 8.77

8. Tie between DAVE CARTER (8) and
DAYE KLEIMAN {(8) 8.50

10. MIKE MAZZER (5) B.40

11, JOHN CARUSOD [9; B.22

12. RANDOLPH SMYTH (5) 8.20

13. MIKE MILIS (6) B.16

14. JUDY WINSOME (8) 8,12

15, MARK LUEDT (18) 8.05

16. Tie hetween STEVE ARNAWOUDIAN (B),
SCOTT HANSON (16), and
RON (CaAN) BRrOWN (8) 8£.00

19. STEVE HEINOWSKI (8) 7.87

20. DAN STAFFORD (7) 7.85

TOPF 20 SUBZINES

1. SEX APPEEL (5) 9.00

2. TEMPORARILY DELAYED (13) B.84
3. HIGH PLAINS GONZD (8) B.25
4. FEMME FATALE (6) B.OO

5. SUBMARINE WARFARE (8) 7.87

6. MAGGIE'S ZINE (5) 7.60

7. STRANGE DOINGS {(21) 7.47

B. KATHY'S KORNOR (3%) 7.43

9, VERTIGD {(k9) 7.21
10. BIF CITY (3) 7.20
1l. EXPLETIVE DELETED {(26) 7.19
12. Tie between FIAT BELLUM (25) and

ELEPHANT HEART (&) 7.16

14. MOS EISLEY SPACEPMORT (55} 7.0l
15. HIMBROLDT (23) 6.93
16, LITTLE LIPPER (19) G.B9

17. GALINATIAS (15) 6.86
18, CORN OFF THE COBB {10) 6,80
19. ME--ANN-DERINGS (6} 6.50
20. HARE OF THE DOG (12) &6.41
{(FNOIRD finished 27 with 10 votes
and a score of 6.00)

MOST VOTES

ZINE: (1) Tie between DIP WORLD and
VOICE OF DOOM, 74
{3) EUROPA EXPRESS, 67

SUYBZINE: (1) M0O5 EISLEY SPACEPORT, 53
§23 KATHY'S KOHNOR, 39
3) ESAD, 32
{4} BENZENE, 30
5) Tie between AILEX'S COLUMN
and MASS5 MUKDERS, 27

G (1) Tie hetween PAUL RAUTERDBERG and
JIM MEINEL, 23
53 BRUCE LINSEY, 21

4) MARK LUEDI, l®
§) SCOTT HANSON, 16

atill never figure out how I linished sixth after years of 208 and 30s.
However, there is some bad newa....despile the apparent mandate from the
masses, FNORL will still appear in LOM,. And 1'm glad I didn*t appear
on the @Y liat — maybe it was the letter I wrate to Randoelph Smyth
tolling him I didn't GM any games during the applicable time period.....

Neither did PAGE 3-how did LOMA do 17



FUDGE FACTC

Just when you thought 1t was safe to follow things
like Modern Calhamer Point Counts.....it's too late]
You're atuck with FUDGE FACTORS in this "sine}

0k, I suppeose you're asking, "What are Fudge Factors?
Well, the FUDGE FACTOH nystem im based on one siwmple

proposaly that RIPIDMACY Is MOT a balanced game.

Seome peoples claim that ft's the person, not the

poesition, that determines the winner, and since all
countries tend to win at one time or another, alkl
games should be treated equal. Am J recall, the old
WAR AT SEA rules (US ships coyld only come into play
on a roll of 68) allowed both sides to win - but the
Germans won twice as many timesl PBesides, everyone
knows that Rurssia is eanier to play than Austriea.
50, momehody had to come up with & way to glve ench
country an adjustment in order to make a win with & "hard” country more
than one with an "easy™ one — these are the FUDGE FACTORS.

A person's FF mcore for a game 1s the product of two things: one is the
country'e fudge factor, and the osther isa {maximum number of centers
held in the gome / 18) + {Calhamer pointa awarded). Nete that the
geecond factor ia always 2 for a winning pomition, regardless of the
number of centers held at the end {even on a concession). Each
country's fudge factor is calculated by determining how many "standa+*d
errore” away from the mean of 1/7 that country's average CPC-per—gama
in (based on the lest B iggues of EVERYTHING). A "standard erreor® is
L/7 x the square root of (6 / the total number of gamea), For example:
1if Austrise bas a win, 2 2-way draws, and 4 7-way draws out of 24 games,
the CPC teotal 1s 18/7, mo the average ia (18/7)/24, or 3/28, and the
standard error i{s 1/7 x mqrt(6/24), or 1/14. 3/28 im 1/28B below 1/7,
se Aumtria im 1/2 of a standerd error below the mean.

The actual “fudge fector™ is 1 plus 0.2 for every standerd error below
the mean (80 non-winning countriea get large FFs) or minus 0.2 for
every standsrd error above the mean. In the example, Auptria fias 1/2
of a standard error below the mean (which im alwoys 1/7), so the FF
Jor Austria is 1.100. Thus, a win ag Austria would be worth 1.1 x 2,
or 2.2 points.

HOTE that the finel mcores are multiplied by 100, so that the points
for that Auatrlen win are recorded ma 220, not 2.2 .

There are two kinde of overall fudge factor ratings for a playsr; the
average score and the total scere. Personally, I prefer the average,
since using a total gives a big advantage to piayerg whe are in many
games (this ia one thing wrong with the CPC)., There is a miniwmum number
of games needed for a player to be eligible for rating; only one peraon
per countcy per fn.& geta that rating - usually the one who had tha
moat SCa (in a win or draw power, the last player), but there are
exceptions. Also, some, but not all, "irregular” games are counted

for example, most "irreguier standby policy” games count, but "local”
games don't. Aleo, electronlc mail gemes count Ar they would otherwise
count had they been FBM. (However, anonymous games are varinntsl)

OK, I know that went over most of your heads — suffice to say that you
should look at the numbers and leave the grinding to me & my Atari.
I¥ you want to know how you atand through the last 4 isasues of

YTHING, let me know. (By the way....a gome 18 scored ms it eappesrs
in EVERYTHING, g0 if you are a recent winner, your naw sdéores wmay not
ba included, Also, fudge factors change with each new fssue of
EVERYTHING ~ the issue a game nppears in uses the total games of that
issue and the 7 before it to calculate the FFa; however, games in issues
57 and 58 were based en 7—1lssue counta.)
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AVENALGE SCORES — MINIMUM 2 GAMES

1l. Errol Platt (2), 247.32 1}. Jack Jung (2), k40.68

2. Norm Schwartz (2), 186.28 12, Peter Walker (4), 136,10

3. Mark Keller (2), 180.33 13. med Goltz (2), 138.01

4. Jim Finley (2), l74.62 14. Bob Ulsen (5), 135.21

5. Horst John (2), 137.74 15. Glenn Overby {2), 133.33

6. Steve Berrigan (2), 148.40 16. Ben Angel (2), 131.21 ,
7. Tim Haffeay (2}, 147.72 17. Dean Fenton (2), 130,33

8, Richard Carl (2), 146.69 18. Stephen Lee (2), 126.44

9, Joe Clemont (2), 1l43.862 19. Ren {(USA) Brown {4}, 117.95

10. Jake walters {(2), }43.15 20. Hugh Polley (3), 117.32

AVERAGE SCORES - MINIMUM 3 GAMES

1. Peter Walker (4), 13B.10 11. Kevin Kozlowskl {(3X), 95.08

2. Bob Olasn (%), 135.21 12. Stan Johnaom (4), 95.07

3. Ron {USA) Brown (4), 117.93 13. Mike Uillas (4), 53.19

4. Hugh Polley (3), 117.32 14. Roland Marris (3}, 92.77

5. Fred wWinter (6), 116.435 15. Dan Stafforda (4), 90.29

6. Randolph Smyth (3), 112.26 16. PBarry Hickey (8}, 87.98

7. Dan Gorham (4), 99.13 17. Steve Langley (3), 85.96

B. Jack Brawner (3), 98.92 18, Steve Arnawoodian (10), BO0.36
%, John Aicken (4), 57.91 19, Rick Slaughter {(4), 79.88

0. Walter Compton (3), 97.85 20. Bob Arnett (7). 79.65

TOTAL SCORES - MINDMM 3 GAMES
1. Steve Arnawcodian (10), 803.62 l1i. Ron (USA) Brown (4), 471.80

2. Larry McCloud (l1), 752.09 12. Claude Gautron (7)), 424.79

3., Barry Hickey (8), 703.82 13. Bob Acheson (7), 418.03

4, Fred ¥Winter (6), 698.69 14. Rusa Ruanak {(6), 402.77

5. Bob Olsen (5), 676.035 15. Dave Carter {(8), 396.91

6. Dan Palter (14), 669.66 16, Dan Gorham (4), 396.52

7. Kathy Byrane {10), 658.B8 17. John Aicken (4), 391.64

8. Paul Rauterberg (9), 603.98 18. Stan Johnason (4), 380,26 :
9, Bob Arnett (7), 557.58 19, Mike Mille (4), 3I7T2.77V

10, Peter Walker {4}, 552.40 20. Dan Stafford (4), 361.16

Among pia{ern with 2 games, Errol Flatt has 495.14 points, and Norm
Schwartz has 372.55.

Mumbers in parentheses indicate nunber ¢f games for which that player
was rated, and doea pot necessarily lndicate the number of games he/she
has appeared in.

~BALUTE-SALUTE-SALUTE-SALUTE-S ALUTE-SALUTE-SALUTE-SALUTE-SALUTE-SALUTE-SALUTE-SALUT!

LOM proudly saluteg GARY C FROM MEMPHIS T for publishing this year's
Runestone Poll winner, EUROPA EXPRESS. {Gary Coughlan, 4614 Martha Cole
Lane, Memphia, TN 38118) How does he do #17? Could it be those itrips to
Europe and farther-into-oblivion piltaces like Sacramento? And why can't
he land in mearby airports? {In Sacramento, he had an early morning
flight 90 miles away; in Flushing, he had to get to Newark, KJIl)

Here comes the CANNON SALUTE..... sese(because of the
complaints from the Diplopatic Empire of DIF WARZ about what the cannon
does to their stories, I added a silencer this time)

PAGE 5 finddes fifth from The froaT
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and now for my LETTER COLVMN....firet off, a letter from the AAA
CREDIT SERVICE of San plego. It ascems that a M., Alfredo Pacine of
somewhere in the 619 Area Code area of Califernia ran up a §300 bill.
His addresns 15 liated as 142 Elised IIrive, so a computer at Paciflic

.Rell decides that the address is an error for *142 Eliseo Drive™

and tacks on the city of Greenbrae, CA, zrip 94904, and a€tnds it to -
guess who?t Well, my parents (you don*t expect ME to pay the bille -
I hardly esver phone anybody — mayhe a short call to New York or
Meaphls every now and theo, although X've never actually called
Memphis) attached o pnote to the bill, stating that no such person
lived there, and besides, this is the 415 area code, at least 200
miles from the correct area code of 619 which is on the bill.
A few weeks loter, we get a "final notice” — and now, a letter from
this collection agency aaying to pay up within 3 dayal Not bein
stupid, I read the fine print (on the reverse aside of the letter) -
I exercised my ception to have the apgency show procfl that I owe the
money. (Well, ¥ don't owe anything — my name, and¢, for that matter,
anybody pamed pDel Grande, have NEVER been mentionedi) If I can get
a copy of the eriginal hil I'1l look up just where the area code/
prefix combination happen to be, and get Pacific Bell to look there.
Whot T want to know 1s....how did this all start? The ONLY
poesible explanation - and this ise YERY improbable - is that, while I
was at UC-Herkeley, my last dormatory phonc bill had to be sent to my

permanent address, which must have been misread as FElised, mo the computer

makes the change whenever it seses the address.

enou h of this....snd now, o letter frowm the current BNC, Kathy Byrne
1‘0 Jrd Avenue, Flushing, NY 11358):

Dear Don,

T appreciate your concern ({over the possible folding of KK)), but
everyone in this hohbhy is not Like you {((well THANK the LORD for that -
thankn, Alex)). Sowme of them are very viaious & underhanded. Hey, you
know me hetter, no opne could drive we to quit unless I vreally couldn't
take amy more. AlJl I ever wanted was t0 bave fun, KK 18 utiil up in
the ailyr, I'm really not a quitter but, but T don't think that KK servesa
wuch purpese. It is really just a bunch of ramblings] No atrategy,
no tacilcs, nothing that ever makes sense. Yeah, I know, you hove
taken a lot of heat also, but not in the dirty manper that it ia coming
to mel You & Grabar have been Z of my higegest supporters,. Maybe it
1s time you beoth stopped supporting o dead horse & meved onto a wipner,
pDon, I appreciate your support, and I consider you one of ey closeat
friende, but this t3 somctbhing that I have to declida for myself., All
the threata in the world ({see my comments after the lctter)) won't get
me to change my mind. T appreciate your loyalty, but believe me when I
tell you - it i= totnlly misplaced.

ct***wWhat wnas this "threat”, you ask? I threantened to get people to call
her up and say, "1I'm mad as hell and I'm not going to take it any
morel®™. Either that, or I threatened to continue writing, or
something like that. Anyway, Kathy wants me ta stop supporting a
dead horse & move to a winpner, poes this mean I should start my
own column? "pPon's Drivei™, perhaps? How about "Monty'ns
Mumblings™? What 1f I get Grabar in on 1t, and then we could call
it "Kolifornio XKornor™? why deoeesn’t Hothy just keep goeing and
we c¢on Aall have business ss wesual?

And now here's one from John Caruso {(same address as above):

Bons. — -

Thanks for the muggestion of Coughlnn for the (fpiplomacy
Players Poll - John asked for a posaible replacement 1n cage he can't
do it thia yenr)). I was thinklng along the lines of giving it teo
Stafford {te consolidate the 2). %(DPP and Marco Poll) But he's a good
player — so T might give it to another Efer, like Luedi, Frueh or Peters,
or to a Canandian (Carter, Hutton),.

The 0SS (Ombudsmen service) 15 just a list — but I'd want someone
who answers pecple to hold the list oand accept names. That might suit
Coughlan better, if he'll take it.

PNGE G can’t Joke onything



| — el el ¢

Dustin Laurenca's TRE SPACE VIIING ot Thus

MI&S 'ﬁz lfls-t 't‘ﬁcf' Last Hinvte Software Review
Tesple of Apshai
By: ¥pryx

In the fnterest of time I wasn't going to do a scftware review thish, until
1 found out that I would be borrowing TeA shortly. This is one of the best DED
type games 1've seen, and it's available for szeveral computers, including Apple
and {what else?) The Cowmodore G4. Characters, Dungeons, and what not can be
saved on disk for future use,

One f[eature T 1ike, and = DED put may not, is the way experience 13
spplied, One of my complaints about DD 1Is that » sufficiently advanced
character may have more “hit points™, that 1s, be able to take more damage, Lthan
a Red Dragon. Such interesting but rather ridiculous events dn not take place in
Tork

Among other things, there are four "tevels” to the "Dunjon”, with & total
of 233 rooms, seven classes of magical items, and 24 types of monsters, The
combat system it highly pleyable, though perhaps slightly over-simplifiad. The
handling of traps, secret doors, and listenling might fare somewhat better under a
human gamemaster.,

The character, {Thats right, 1 said the, as in one 8t a time, Gone are the
multi_character expeditions that are s staple of most RPG's.) has six hasic
nttributes; intelligence, which afferts the characters ability to parley with
monsters and the innkeeper; intuition, which affects the ability to detect secret
doors, traps, and unpleasant surprisesa; epn, which alsp alfects your ablility to
influence others., as well as measuring how detirminsdly your character fights
when wounded; stremppth, constitution, snd dexterity, which have basically the
same usage as in other RPCG's,

The manual is very well done, with a light touch, as we have come to expect
from Jon Freeman. (The author of the manual for this and and other Epyx games,
among other things.) One of the monster descriptions: "Jelliea- are formless
masses of transtucent jelly about three Ecet high and six or eight feet =across;
their touch dissclves flesh. The have ne socially redeeming valuwe.™

Dne really nice touch is the character set that is used. On the C-64, at
least, it is child's play to replace the Commodore character set with just about
anything you want. For you non-programmers, this just means that all the letters
in ToA are in Old English script.

If this review seems unorganized, that's because 1I'm kind of rushed for
time. ] wanted to send this to Don wuch earlier, but I knew 1'd be borrowing ToA
eventunlly and just had to include a reviev. Anyway, it gets high marks from me,
Wow much? Well, T stayed up ti11 1:30 twe night=s in a row playing. (This is not
something that 1T recommend ms a repular thing, esprcially after a TaelwonDo
class. 1'w =0 stiff I con hardly move!l)

Loose Enda Depr.

Send in your opinions, supgestions, commcntz, or whatever. T want to startt
a lettercol, so this is your chance te Le heard. If you dom't, I'll just have Lo
fill pages wmyself with wore insanity From the Viking's wordprocessor. Consider
yourselves warned,

s***WARNED? ©Oh, NGl Thie iw the ENDI Let me OUTTA AEREl What?
What's THAT? That automatic floor-waxar is headed right for m-
(TRILG* WAX WHIRLE)......That was for youn Pavid Letterman fanms

out there - maybe next time 1'1l throw things off the top of
the *zine.

An for THEMPLE OF APSHAI, it's better thac TELENGARD (at leant it'e
faster bestwsen turms, mnd you have s choiew of weapons)}. Rowever,
if you don't own disk, it requires a lot of time to get the program
off of the cassetts.

PN7€ 7 sa?_‘ﬂe F'afxicky G—uy 1< Ovd‘,
and “'ﬂoy felter Us With Rodes &¢
an‘baﬁt" IS N



THE GARRES

'84CI, FALL 1801.....HAS DOYLE BEEN TAXING LESSONS?

AUSTHIA (Wagner): MMR - has 4 BUD, A VIE, F aLf

ERGLAND (Martin): A EUI-Ton, F NTC C A Edi-Lon, F NUG—[wy
FRANCE (Bjornsson): F FNG-lon, A Gas—SPA, A Spoa—POR .
GERMANY (Doyle): A Ruh-BEL, F ROL § A Ruh-Pel, A Kie-DEN
ITALY (Stegeman): A TRI-Ser, A Apu-TUN, F ION C & Apu-Tun
BRUSSIA (Lee): A STP-Nwy, A War-GAL, F Sev—RWM, F Bot-SWE
TURKEY (Gestiehr Jr.): A BUL-Ser, F Con-AEG, A Arm-SEV

SC COUNT for 1901

AUSTRIA: Bud, Via, Y1 - 2, remove 1 {(Note that lined-out centera
. . _ were taken away from the

ENGLAND: lLon, Edi, Lvp 3, evean country, while capitalized
FRANCE: Par, Bre, Mar, SPA, POR - S5, build 2 ones are newly—owned S{Cs)

GERMANY: Kie, Mun, Bexr, DEN, HOL, BEL - &, build 3
ITALY: Rom, ¥en, Map, THRI, TUN - 5, build 2

RUSSTA: Stp, Mos, War, Zdf, SWE, BUM — 5, build 1
TURKEY: Con, Ank, Smy, BUL, SEV - 5, bulld 2

Wy, Ser, Gre are atill neutral - that's all 34 of them.

STANUBY CALl: will Ken Pecl, 8708 First Avenue, #T-2, Silver Spring, MD
20910, send in a atandby removal for Austria?

DEADLINE for WINTER 19501 only ia SEPTEMBER 20. Bere's the press:

ITALY. to AlLL;: Please do not resist my troopa. If you do, they will turn
and run.

ITALY Lo GERMANY: Y accept] Please show mercy (to England, of coursel)

GLISIANY-EURGPL: Dick Vitale aays rack up a W. This was French Pastry.

ENGLAND-GERMANY: S0 are wo io assume that you are a Celilc foan?

SPECIAL~ANNOUNCEMENT-SPECIAL-ANNOUNCEMIN T-SPEC LAL~ANNOUNCEMENT-SPPEC 1AL~ ANNOUNCEMENT

As some of you know, ENVOY has been missing from our mails for quite a
while, and the ZINE REGISTER is guite overdue. Howsver, what worries
me fs that this "diseanse"™ may be catching - have any of you seen
issues 125 and/or 126 of ERFHWON? The last one I have is #124, dated
June 11 and poestmarked June 26. (Well, T doubt ihat 126 has come out,
but it's been 7 weeks since 124 without me receiving number 125.)

You ERFHWON fang don't have to worry; 1 have a sure-fire plan to get
Rod back on Lhe publishing path....Rod, this'll be your laat lssue of
LOM until such time as you come up with the cash and/or EREHWONs for
the sub/trade. (DON'T FPANICL You atill have 5 weeks....)

Speaking of late..,,.just where IS Roy Henricks nowadays? I'm sitting
here walting for the results of 5 diffarent games - haven't people
Etopped making out 1040 forwms yat? 4And there can't be THAT many clogged
drains and leaky faucets in Pittsburgh|l (Nobody seems to be able ta

get anything out of him - I'd wadit until]l he had to reaub te LOM, but he
bas a 6-month supply before that happens.}

Uk /TPAE /ETC. : XENOGOG1C,
NOTES @ this is PPOEB
Tl be M San D orn NG 27
(Hen o PACTFICN SQOI-Z.)



HALE UF ¥OUR OWH TITLE | wHO DO YOU THIRNE | A7

HERVE Spring 03 WTO EVERT TURH A LITILE RAM ST FALL

A (Hichelski) f fri-al, ABoh-Gal, A Gre-Ser , A Bul-Cor., F Aeg & A Bul-Con, A Tyr-Boh

E {Brawner): f Eng-Mac, F Nao 5 F Eng-Mao, [ Hth-Eng, A Pic-Par

F (Gardner) FPor S Halign F Wine-Mao, & Gas Far, ABre S AGas-Far

G {Shores) ANwySE Swe | Swe SF Bal-Gob, ¥ Bal-Gob, ABer-Pru, A Si-Gal. & Bur Mun, A Kik S & Gur -1l
) (Bowen): ¥ Rom-Tys, AMar-Spa, A Pie-Mar  F Nap-ton  F Wine S F Spalsc)-Mao, F Spalsc)-a0

R {Slaughler) F Gob-Bal, AFin-hwy, & Sev-Hos, A Ur-war , F Kum-Sev

T (Ehli) fCon-Aeg. FBla-Lon, & Sy SF Bla-Lon

AH these glorious under lined moves do nol succeed | haven't seen 5o many bounces o one turn o long e,
you quys chould fesl proud  Only one disTodgement | though e Ru<cian F Gob 15 bounced (o Lvn, Sipisc), or Boxlard

Toe tad, but nive of the many proposals passed Foever heard back from the B on the "concession Lo Kathy
Byrnt " proposal 1 will not be pacsed off like this, and have demanded that the BN resign imwnediately  You'll cee that
1 will not bow to the diclator shipl

Faul Gacdner put & different address on his envelope © /o Holtermann, FO Box 2496 Randle | WA JET77 | don't
know if This is a2 C0A, or what He's probably jusl trying 1o make me lock Hke an idiol for printng just any ol addrecs
Use 1l your owh risk?

DERWOOD 16 PIKE | just douthed the number of #nirants in my gane i Fcan do that just Two mors THoes | wilt
have 2 gure ard » §1andty  Omighod!

DERWOOD 10 MUKE AGAIN. Since you wre the onbp one writing presc | | thoughl 1 would write 1o you  Bukjarian:
st have no sense of bumor  The Greeks probably would have laughed

ROCKYRELE Teah, s wnporiant that you pick the right sort of udience for gour paticular br ind of cormedy
For mstlance  Faul 1 a b star n Madagasca , and Jack i the toast of Ouler Horgehia 1 tey 1o banit megseH 1o cordacts
with Verwzians | | ihad ey d under Sland me

TREEFLANTER fo TURK - Aiwpone who har worked B hours i rain of B0 sun dossn't doubd realily  Reality = 2
delswon Jou canl escape  You can retreat or withdr aw lo your self bul the rain still shicks down yow bk, rung
dowh gour back and drips off your nose. The kind of delusion you speak 15 oo mwbile fo be true — you dJon't bibe tha:
oct? Mo problem  Think up arother | suspect meisl phiflosopher s of having had litlle conlact with physiwcal lal-r

ROCKYWLE i reality #xirts, bow does one explam Don Dl Gr ande 7

FRA 1o ITA 'l write you his Lime , Ereally will Just have o find my damn pen

Ate R Fhate go Sev to Arm, Rk, or Il be knocking at his door forever.

TLIRK to MF ROARE : There has detd ofe istance where a Jamd was conceded to 3 pecsod ol in the gare  The
“wonner T wai one Flargarel Garraghant, a well known personatily of many years agc ' have 1o checlk bow Hwe
then-BHE ruled on the gane

ROCKVALE | have a vague recollection (hal this happened Eo you kiww how the BN ruled? Thas coult be of
vital impor Lance at 3 laler stage of Lhe game  Good ok Frgaret, | remember her  She 15 the onby person | know that
could actually mahe typewrition tlers ilegitle (ry 1 your 5¢l1 sorne dayg , #'s quite ah schis v #mend)

Aryw aly , how aboul a pew deadine  Don?

e ts0K, DEADLINE for FAll 1903 is SEPTEMBER l3. Now, Dick, you have
7 days to get the thing ini pon't walt for your orders in 84CI
this time ~ you almost HNifRed and NSZRed| {No SubZine Roceilved)

-S0FTWARE-SOFTWEAR-SOFTWHERE-WIHAT-AM—-I-TALK ING-ADOUT-WHY - ARE-YOU-READ ING-THIS—STUFF

I just got SIMMER GAMES by EPYX (this Is the Atari version) —~ I don't
recommend you get a cassette verslon, 1f one exists, because for each
of the B events, you have to load in the event you want separately,
which will iske a long time on tape. Anyway, the events are: 1l00m dash,
4x400 relay, pole vault, gynnastics (vault), diving (10m platform},
akeect shooting, 100m freestyle swim, and 4Ax100m freestyle relay.

Fach player gets the choice of one of 18 countries (one of which is "Epyx")
complete with anthem (although australia gets "waltzing Hatilda", Epyx
geta the Jumpman theme, and the USSR song is not the anthem - ¥ wonder
about some of the others, although I know that the USA, Canada, (West)
Germany, and Jtaly (oh...and France) have the correct anthems,

T sugxest you wait until the bugs are fixed — the eventa are all fine,
but the pre-event and poest-event routines need more work (once, the
graphics mode changed when I made A nationality change)}, especially
the bit that tends to switch bronze and sllver medalfstsl (A pole
vaulter Jjumping 4,.8m - about 15 feet 9 inches - lost to somecne who
missed 3 times at his first height!)

PAGE A set a Pcusoml record — 572 nches

—_



((Fnord-— page fourtecn))({editorial continued))

Personal attacks, that have 1it#le or nothing to do with the hobby or any
portion thereel, really have no place in the hobby. The objact of the attack
can obhly be Injured, and nohody benelfits beneflts from it. Period.

Hobby~related attacks
or gquestioning the Hﬁilities of a hobby custodian, are not out of lipe, as
long as they bhave [oundaticp snd are not combined with wnrelated personal
attacks.” Unfortunalely, there are many who do not Inow e fference hebween

a personal nttack and a hebby-related one. Combining the two is no hetter
than a8 per=sonal attack alone.

Cther debates, such as political discusnicons,also have had per=zopnal sattacks
Iintroduced inED them. Jf people Teally want to arpgue over Grenada, nuclear
freezes, Olympic boycotis and whatnot, stay on the subject and don‘t attack
som~one personally just bheecause his/her views may be different from yours,

Well, that's how most feuds keep going. [ow do they start? That's a pood
question, especlally since I should have covered it firct. Plserganization,
disoganizatlon. ..

Many Feuds start becavse of something that happens in @ game that grts carried
on long after the came Is over. T subpose telling these people "IRk's only

a game” scunds pretty ftrite, but it still applies.

Other time=, somenne takes another®s anmments, such as a humercus remark or
some constructive ceritliclsm, the wrong way. Buch oversensitivity 1s unrfor-
tunate, but continulng to explodk that sensitdwity is muech less than falr.

And for some reason, there are a lew who choaose to level attacks on people

for no apparent reason whatsoever, or for reasons so far removed from the
hobby that they seem rather ridiculous.

You might say, "Well, it takes two to make a fend," apnd that certainly 1z true
in many cases, where both sides continne going at each other lonpg after their
amr:o has run out. Bome are too eager Lo accept a challenge. ©Others adhere to
a policy of "Ignore them and they'll go away™. But from what ¥ have seen, 1f
someone 1s intent enough on starting 4 _Fbud, he'll succeed, ne matter how

long his target tries to ipnore him. Tle target will reach the breaking point
sooner or later and the feud 15 on. Evervone loses.

Antd the worst of all is when an active effort ls made to drive someone out
of the hobby completely Tor little or no reasons Fortunately this doesn't
bappen too cften, though, and 1t's & good thing. Tryine do do such a thing
I= about as low as you can get.

And now LAL/LORELVIRE/ ECRABTAY AN L/ ATLLAY MY, to sce iT you've been paving
attention,, a little QUTZ...

SITUATIGR 1 A puy wants to GM 3 Diplomacy game. Ile gets seven players &no
sign up, and the game hegins. The game is well- run, and has been rather
excitbting, There has been an averags number of stabs, and the pame ends In

a two-way draw between an origipal player and one that came Iin as a stand-by.
SITUATICH 2t A publisher attacks another publisher in his (the first's) zine
The attacked publiszher responds wilh a scathing attack in his own zine.
Numerous charges and accusations ly, and numerons people become invelved.
Some quit the hobby in digust; the rest held grudges for years.

QUESTION: What In the HELL do these twn things havte to do with each other?

ITSACRUELCRUEBLS UMMERALEAVINGHMEHER FONMYOWN ITSACRUELCRUELSUMMER ROWYOTT EGONE

CAME CPENTNGS: Diplomecy, no feas. VFYIVE signed up, snd others int Eested
Ya better hurry to get In on thls one. {Couvghlan, Gestiashr sr., Wllson, LEP,

Budway. ) ,S(-*e- Fror sl et A ’ l{-"
777

retr My onswer to the gquestlon: fthe first 1s a gonme and the second s
a hobby] As soon as yYou learn the difference, you can start your
own 'zine (well, thia and the abllity te come up with pages of
filler gt o moment's notice....)

PRGE 1O is reifler a zire ror te hobby
(‘Fl'"%r‘) Mﬂybe-)

such as accusatiens of GMing or pubkllishing lmproprieties,
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This was intended to be a parody of W/KK, but
Instend 1s going to be Just another SUBZINE, put
out by me, Mike Ehli, 1715 Cobttonwood, Springfield
OR Q7h777-7620, (503)726-G999, {(excepl when you wan
to reach me, vhen I'11 prmhaﬁly be at(503)3IL43-6G0Y. )

As 1 jus% said, this was going to be a W/KIK
send-up, bul as many of you know, the last lssue
featured Kathy Byrne stating the pogsibility that
she may leave the hobby due to the flak she has
taken, znd due to all the feud%éhe has had. I
point out that she siated the same intentions to
leave about three years ago, but later decided Lo
stay. UHevertheless, it hardly seems right to do
a parody with the situation as 1t is.

llowever, the situation There 1s not the only
rlace where things have gotten ugly. There has
been a lot of feuding golny on a3ll over The hobby,
and I feel compceclled to make a few comments of my
owvn on the subjectl.

An Editorial

DISCLAIMER: This is not intended as an atitack
on or a defense of anyone in particulsar. 1 have
not scen the majority of the details of all the
feuding, I make these staotements as a relztively
unbiased bystander. These opinlons are my ownsg 1
am not a toady to anyone.

One of Lthe more popular activities in the hobhy
these days has heen Tfevuding. The reascons forr this
are many, bul somehow none of Lhem seem relewvant
or constructive to anyone except the parlties in-
volvedy and the purpose of this feuding is a mys-
tervy Lo me.

call me naive, call me uninformed, but it just
scems ralther siliy to be bashing eacﬁ othersg?
brains out for wvhatever the reasone This ig a
hobby, after all, and hobbles are something which
should be enjoyed by all,

Let vs look at some of the types of discussion
that rroes on in the pages of {the hobbye.
§ (conte)

Is it PRGE || or  (pepe thicteern T



S0 how's thinge? Thanks for the offer of filler. T won't know if
J need it until issue 90. Yi'a up to Hathy re KK. You can send in sturf
ior WA 1'11 yun it, as usuval. Jt can't drive any more people away
than, say, FIM. (You aren’t going to sign that boycott, are you?
{(WWhat boycott? Anyway, no, I won't)) wWant snother FIM in the
future? {(Sura, why not?)) )

Mets have lost 6 in a row & Cubs are in Ifirst. We'll have to do
something about that. {({(Hire Frank Roblnson)})

I think J've got ruom for one more, from Fred Davia {1427 Clairidge
Road, Baltimore, MO 212067).

Dear Don:

I hope your comments in LOM #44 that "I'm trying to make sure Fred
Dnvis doesn’t hear about this until it's filled” were spoken Iln jest.

I intend to take them that way. Naturally, some third party would get
excited and pass this on to we in the form of a photocopy ol your Page
1. I will disappoint them and not start a feud, as I'm such a nice

guy (stsb, atab). I really wouldn’'t have time to fet into a Trivial
Pursuilt game just now, anyway. However, Y would like to obtain a copy
of your Bules for Postal Trivial Pursuit for my VYariant Bank files, and
will pay whatever is the usual rate that you're charging for a copy.

If you'd like, JI'1l} agree to be a standby for your Trivial Pursuit
gome, But I don't want to do anything that would scare off other people.
Heavene, I'm not that great. 1I've only played T.F. those two times at
MaryCon IT. There was no math and virtually no technical questions
such as you'g get on "College Bowl". I was good at old movies becauae :
of my age, but I fell flat on my face on any Entertainment question :
inovolving the last 20 years. :

It just occured to me. If PBM T.P. becomes popular, we're going
te need a mumbering system. Since you started it, T recommend they be
called "pel Grande Numbers®,

Congratulations on finishing 6th in the Leeder Poll {({now called
Runestone Poll)). You muat be doing soutthinf rightl

By the way, there was no "variant ploet® in giving Lee Kendter the
Miller Award. It was a very close race between he and Ron (Canada)

Brown, And Walker's 1983 win was for his overall service to the hobby,
of which the establishment of the ARDA VarTani catalogue waa just one
small part. 1'd say that his EFEditorship of LDIPLOMACY WURLD was the
prrimary considernation of Lhose people who voted for him.

*es**To tell the truth, Kathy sald thet “having Fred Davis in the game
would be overkill”™, although a game with such "intellects” as Fred
and Rod Walker might get some interest. However, if Fred would
have wanted in, I would have let him in (even 1f no one else would
have probably signed up.........). And there must be a better nama
than "pPel Grande Kumbers"™ - but until somebody thinks up one,.....

~FILLER-FILLER-FILILER~-FILLER~YUU-CAN-SKIP-THIS-PART-IF-YOU-WANT-TCO—FI11ER-FILLER-FI

How many other *zinea warn you in advance (when else can you be warned?)}
that filler is coming, Ao you can read the good bite?

According to John Michalaki, Avalon [i1ll has re-releansed Hotagaming's
HITLER'S WAR, although the game has been reworked {not just the same
gume with an &H label on it, like MACHIAVELLI). In the original, it
wasg TUHIRD REICH on a simple scale; as A matter of fact, THE GENEﬁAL'H
preview gave me the impression that 1i was suitable for novices.

What 1s the objective? In the original version, there was one victory
condition; at the end of the game, tham that Lhas, gets — them that has
Berlin, geta the win,

“THE W INNER~THE-WINNER~THE -WINNER-THE ~-WINNER -THE -W INNER—THE ~-WINNER -TTIE-W INNER~THE W _
Thought T fergot, right? Anyway, the 1LLOM ATHLETE(S5) OF THE YEAR:

The USA MEN'S GYMNASTICS TEAM, for belpng the only team to do the impossible
by defeating both the Japanese and world-champion Chineae {this team was
ona of very few USA teams net favored to win — whilea the handball and
field hockey teams got lessons in Lheir sporta, the gymnasts taught o
thing or two)., Mow let's see who Wide World of Sports and Sports
Illustrated give their awards to.....{il the d1ce hockey tenm deserved the
ewnrds in (1980, theae guys should rate right uvp there....)

PAGE 12 — fle. of€iciol paye of tie. past =~ Olymples



DIPLOMACY — contact Mike Ehli (171% Cottonwood,
Bpringfield, OR 97477) and/or Derwood
Bowen (1643 Granitewocod Lane, Columbus,
Qif 43229) for detalls about games run
in thelr subzines, FNORD and SUPMARINE
WARFARE.

RIPFY STANDBRYS (or however—it'e-spelled): Mike Fhli and Ken Peel - rathep
shert 1ist, actually. Standbys get credit toward ANY 'zine, subject
to the publisher{s): $1 nftor 2 mets of ordersa, nnd another §1 for
finishing the gonme.

TRIVIAL PURSUIT.....Signed op:1 Byrne, Doyle, Ehii, Martin, Wilson. This
gome WILL start in the next issue, so ir you want to Jjoin, you'd
better hurry, because thera may not be another one after zhlsl
{Then egain, there jumt wmight, 1f the interest 15 there....)}

WONLD CUP SOCCERLEAGUE.....well, no word yet — is this yet another of
my brillisnt ideas down the tubemn?

MICLEAR WAR/NUCLEAR ESUALATION.....still1l 2 signed up, I'w wafting for
the "ZINE HEGISTER - then again, aren't we all?

hHD-DUNE—ND—HﬂRnﬁNDnPEACE—HU-THIRD—HEICH—&O—EN—GﬁﬂﬂﬂuIOU'HE~ND~FUN—ANIMDRE—NU~FDGLI

@ Well, the l.incleum Falcon managed to slip through
an incredibly SMALL MINUTE TINX gap in the 3-space
‘ caused by the crossing of twe Death Star & Anchor
}%{ " beama which would have probkably spelled a rather
nasty end to the Diplomatic Rebels - and this series -

had Garra the Elvi master not told Rod Seaparter to
put on the brakes (well, it was actually an application of thrust in the
direction opposite of travel - you see, uasing Newton'e first law of
wotion,.....)}s, 5o enyway, the rehels managed to find a fFuel stop {even
if they didn't do windowa}, and were getting a snocotful - er, uh, a
tankfu} of unleaded, when this mensage blared cver mosat known 1n{=rste11ar
radie channels:
"For 10 peinta, which 'zine remained in limbo for months before 1t was
discovered thal its publisher had been sucked through a bhroken pipe and
dumped into n-dimensional nullspace?” (pause) "Time's uf - I'm not
aurprised you all wissed this one, since 1t's more like ¥ ancient
history, but it happened to ENVOY back in the mid-1980s." (TWEELET)
"At the end of the first half, the score is 140 for the Mew York Prison
Colony to-* ‘
O0P5 —~ wrong stationl Let's see — the message blared:
"ATTENTION] ATTENTION] ATTENTION! All nominations for the poeition
of Supreme Diplomatic Emperor are hereby in, Here 3$s a list of those
50 nominated: first, and foremost, the imcumbent Supreme Diplomatic
Emperor and all-around nice person, TS'R ALEX I THE VUICE OF DOGM.
{#riter's note: the name of the Emperor is ALWAYS spelled in capital
letters under penalty of supreme punishment-— that's right, you have to
punch out, using NO toolm, the counters from a game in the new S&T)
Second, and last, and of course lepsgt, that Dlplomatic Rebel, and if
that Isn't bad enough, he's a friend of both Princess Luscious and
Grabat the Hott....,the one and only, and we're all glad for thal, Rod
Seaparier.” 4t this moment, an incredible cheer spread throughout
the galoxy ~ it wos at such a volume and frequency that, when the
remnants reached the Munchkin planet $n the EGGhead gystem, the shock
notually caused one of the populace to actually think about somethin
besides ADED, which im, of couree, ismediately punishable by death a%
the hapds of a rainbow of dragona, (The ¢nly other crime worthy of such
punishwent is to not be in possession of the AD&D book DEITIES DEMIGODS ,
since that'e the only In; it mells.)
"Is the mossage over yet?" asks a horidly-swake Oboe-1 Caruso.
“Frepare for waking-up procedure,” announces John Pole-o. *Baldo Cal-
berchian, apply concentrated sunlight factors.”
“Hl.h?"
"Fake off your hatl"” responde Princess Luscious. "Pole-o, speak English
next time]

tn e_fxa\i.s\, This s PhGE ‘z)



*MTTENTION] This means YOU, Seaparter] The Emperor hereby requestas
a debata over aszorted Diplomatic Galaxy issues — mot té be confused
with issues of DIPLOMACY GALAXY, which nobody reads snyway — to be
held on scme neutral site determined by me, of couree. When I say
reguest, that means you'll he there OR ELSE.
*Just where is this neutral aite, anyway? Princess Luescious asksms
ouwr hero, Rod Seaparter.,
"well, it's — it can only - 1LOM, where is it7"
"Taking into account current political tendencies of planets not alreandy
eliminated by those DPEATH STAR & ANCHOR thlngies, plus acceasablility
to the Empire's paip-diatributing forces, and broadcast scramblers
2;5t in cage Seaparter haoppens to get shead..,.set course for-"

or—
"For—"
A huge banner reads "WELCOME TC THE AILMIGNTY EMPEROR and a mice hello to
the socon-to—-be-formerly-living challenger FROM THE ALLTOOCUNNING FLANET,
WINDEESITTEE STAR SYSTEM" complete with gold-plated brass bands and a
parade led by the Supreme Alltoocunning Two—headed Bisexuasl Bigshet
in the Traditionally Diplomatic ¥Yehicle. You know it when you hear it,
It goes momething like: chug-a-bump-bump-bump WHEEZE HACK chug-—a-boom—
bang-bang RMBLE boom-ba-boom-—-hoom-bo~bhoom CLUNK CLUNK WHRRRR
"o e ] pliece of Jjunk"
"I.ook, next time why don't you gel us a decent car?"
Just then, a tremendous light shined down on them - er, him - uli, her -
you get the idea.
"what 1s THAT?"
"Tet1g elther the Hebals without a certain somebody’s hat, OR (flash of
lightning goes ZOT) it must be OR."
"gut with the Imperial Marchea] Roll out the multi-shaded red carpetsl
Prcecpare the expensive suilte thinglesl ALL HAIL-"
Out pops...."GRABAR THE HOTT! Grabar the Hott? Wwhere's the EAPEROR?
Arceat this - AHEM for impersonating the emperor and uzing an illegal
ZOT 1in a 20T-free zone. Look — up therel] Sound the trumpetal Get the
carpetsl Pay the diptaxes| Well, twe out of three ain't bad."
The ship comes down to a perfect three-point landing - toco bad one of
the three points happened to be the ship's weoese. "No need to worry -—
the problem of the pilot has been taken care of. Say, there happens to
be a iob opening on this ship -~ why 1isn't everyone kneeling down and
averting thelr eyes and most of all THROWING GOLD PIECES? 1I'w the
EMPEROR dammiti"
"Al3. HATIL EMPEROR DAMMIT! And whaddyamean gold pieces? What is thias,
the Munchkin planet or something? And who are YOU - and YOUT"
“well, this head here 18 Cunning Ozpg-"
*let me guess...this one is Alltoe Gzog, righti?”
"why do think we have such a stuplid planet name?™
S0 anyway, Llhe plons are made, the details worked out, Delorecan (chooss
one; proves that governoment doesn®'t pay, beats the rap), and all that.
The brouasdcast frequencies are cleared ~ let's tune in %0 the actioni
"aind now for something completely different...."
Aov did that get in there?
*iIf I's re-—-elected Emperor, 1 promise to boil the Eersons responsible
for these broadcast irregularities in Idnsced oill (Mossed cheers})
"well, I*1il go one bettar -~ 1'll sentence those responsible to a life
sentence of playtesting S&T gomes for TSHI"™
"Speaking off which, re—-elect me and I*'11 outlaw ADEDI"
A volce From the audience: "Including DEITIES & DEMIGODS?"
"ESPECIALLY DEITIES & DEMIGONS, and I'1ll throw in MONSTER MANUAL I1II for
good measure!”
Just thon, the SATHB (see above) announced the first gueation:
"wheat is your standing on the recent attempts to moncpolize on the
locotions of GALACTIC DIPLONT™
"As your Emperor, I feel that the majority should rule - however, with
the current system which givea the con to 40% of the players 7545 of
the time, this is minority tyrranyl As a member of the Easteftn Spiral
Arm Divimion (ESAD), Y feel that all hobbyists should be allowed to
choose the best leocation without limjtations - and if this means 1it's
nlways held out east, 80 much the bettepr)™
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"WAIT A MINUTEI I've heard of Majority Law and Majority Tyranny, but -
this is ridiculous! All parts of the §u1axy should have a chance to
experience - appropriate word - GALACTIC DIPCON.T

"why? This could only mean that there are people who think they can
match dots with the almighty players, ihc members of the ESAD|I BHaving
GD in cother places would only perpetuate this rumor.®

“1rgd like to sce the ESAD match dotas with the League of Dippers North

& South (LDNS)!"

Okay, tise for the next guestion: "What do you intend to deo about THE
BouRSE?~

"As your current Bmperor, I cen state categerically that THE BOURSE
would have been found and put to use for the hobby benefit had these
rebels pot stuck their noses in the woy for thelr own gains.”

"The only hoblLy benefit from the current Emperor having THE DBOURSE woeuld
be 8 'reduction of the riff-raff' - in other words, those who feel that
it*'s only a game, it's just fun, and there's nothing to complain about
in the hobby., It's obvious what effeet the LEFT side of the — er,

TIIE BOURSE has had on the Emperor - and egpecially the persons pulling
The Emperor's stringsji"”

fhat do you MEAN, pulling my strings?" Just then a loud SNAP is heard,
the Emperorts left arm fafis 1imp, and the voices of Yawn Boring and
l.ord Sacks Fifthavenue are heard: "OO0OPS"

And now for the LAST question -~ we'll use Barbara Welters' guestlon from
the 1980 Carter-Reagan debate, replacing references to President with
Emperor: (this is not on exact gquote)

"Youtve explalned why you should be elected BEmperor - ¢an you think of
any reasons why your esteemed opponent should not be elected Emperor?”
¥'11 translate that....

"Heret's the mud - how hard can you sling L1t2"

"As the Emperor, I'1ll let my opponent go first."

"] feel that the hobbyists would get better representation with a nice
gy like me than with those shndow-crawling Emplire guys.”

If I am re-clected, X won't slowly dissipate the hobby by letting
those outside of ESAD think they are true hobbyists unless they f[ly out
to the ESAD and mect uvs in person - net only that, but iFf T am elected,
I won't destroy the hobby with the help of the left side of THE BOURSE.
Choose wisely|"
¥Well, so0 much for the debate ~ a toss-up, don't you agree? Let's agk
around for the result....

GRABAR THE HOTT: "I was too busy watching DIP BOWL."
EARIL. OF PEERICLELS: "X don't believe In polls...unless I take them”

DUQﬁ-E—gEg MARIE: "what debate?”
BALDO LALBERCHIAN: "I remember the debate of a few years bock...."
C SACKS FIFTHAVENUE: "Who, me?"
tA, TIE ELVI MASTER: “Pass the grits."
-XYAWN BORING: "Prepare to blast the Linoleum Falcaon — elfiminate the planet
- f neceasaryl"
*But what about the Enperori™
"¥t's that hard to find a new puppet? This left side thing is strong

htufr; Yoy know, ™

" t usuwal stuff ™
"How DARE you second—guess mel Call the (ZZAP) replacement pilot! Load....
load....1it*s time to go all-outl®
"SUDMARINE WARFARE, your almighty lordaship?"

*Cut the almighty lordship jozz - I'm not Sacks Fifthavenua. "'Load -
load the FNORDI"™
*"The.....the FNORDO? Isn't that cruel and inhuman?

. "Rather appropriate for the rebels, if you ask me, 3Set targeting vectors]
Prepare for maximum demolition and total elimipation] Hold the Yettucel
Extra cheesel! Now,...a bit to the left...,a bit to the right....a bit
up....a bit down....now LAUNCHI"

WIll. the empires be successful? Who is the new Emperor? And where's
the besf - er, THE BOURSE? Maybe next time....

Well, soc much for THIS iBaue. NEXT TIME, the start of TRIVIAL PUIGUITI
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