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" Hote the paw sgddress above, Yea, cthis issue 1s late, but the game results
wers gent on abhend. {Just 1like ald times, ehl) I wmade the mintake of secting
dedd]l ine weskand on the same weakend that I had to move ko Waterloo. As of
last isaue, [ expected tc have a week off in Lomdon batwaesn work and school.
After last issue, my employer offerred to glve me lote of wmoney and puk me up
in a nice hotel if ¥ would stay en sxtra week. As a result, my frantie
mega—overtime schedule continued right up until I had to move.

It pow seems dafinite that C.F. Machiavelli, publighed by William Christopher
Seth AEflack Amch Lowa, has folded. It only had one game, which had not gorten
very far, and had had lote of GM errore, and contained a number of people who
weem to be personal Friends of Blll, Dave Catrer, the intrepid CDO Orphans
Officer, im sesing 1f there's any interest in rehouaing the game. Unless at
leésst 2 or 3 players want to continpe the game mnder a Jiffarent GM, the game
will joim Bil} in Oblivien, B,C..
| SNAFU recently put out its final issva, It starced ouvt as sn ugly, badly
reproduced, one page "zine and grew fo become tha best "zine in the Cansdian
Diplomacy hobby. Owver the last several months, it had begun to slip in gualicy
as Rom Brown devoted more and wmore attention to the begetting and reaising of
. children. Bon will continue to CH all his games except for the international
gamen . which ke dumped off on me. We could really use & new, reliable, Canadlan
‘zine to £111l some of the vold lefr by SHAFU.

Exiz Kene announced in the latest 1ssume of Anduin that the nert igsue of
his fine "zine may be hig last, Univeraity and girle were gmong the factore
blpmed, By the time vou read this, he should have ler us know for sure.

I plan to go to Purope for three ot four monthe this suwmmer. T hope to
got to res 2 1ot of Europe, and meet most of my European subscribers. Any
idaas on good plasces to go or good menthe to go €0 & particular placel

See the last page for information about FFA'm new price structure,

nce again, L have an active letter column this issgue, which T like.

Bur, I think the time has come to “pull the plug" on a few of the discussions.
If you are writing about someching that has already been extamsively discusaed
in WFA, pleace reatrict yoursalf to nev informatlon, and less than a page of that.

Lt L S, i, vy 1

Diplomacy is @ reglatered tiademark for & game invented by Allan Calhamer
smd copyrighted by Avalon Hill., This magszine fs copyright by the publisher
uader Canadian law. Unlesa otherwise indicatad {e.g. by a copyright atatement
or statement that it 1z reprinted from ancther gource) anything within rhese
papes may be freely reprinted in any magazine subatantially devoted to Diplomacy,
but cannot be otherwise commercially useld without thc perrission of the
AUThery or ke pobhilieher,
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Diplomacy and Turkey by Linda carsen

A teat of the moei gexist ‘aime publigher in the poatal Diplomacy hobby, and kis
convicttons., Ie Steve Huttom so degperate for material that he will publiah what is,
easentially, a cleverly-dieguised racipe? Will his readars pit etill for thie break
with tradition? Will Lthey try £+7 Rill the lovely Pauline be freed from her perilous
perch on the pyramidal peak before plunging painfully from thies pinacle?

Turkey, and the Middle Raat, give us an iempiring range of cultural treats, not the
legot of which is food. Bince a truly devoted Diplopacy player throwa hisself totally
into his role or nationality, I feel jt is high time that gomecns provided Turkey
players (as cpposed to turkey playecrs, for whom no one does any Favours) with a little
help and insight. Besides, playing Turkey #eems to be a pretty thankless task, in my
limited underatanding of the pame} you gu¥s need zll the help you can get.

And you'll get help, and increased popularity, and maybe even a greater chance at
future allisnces with your finicky eating friends, if you can offer them this testy
Middle Easkern snack next time they stop over for a quick sll-nighter of Diplomacy!
For those of you in the postal hobby, try mailing your co-players attractively-wrapped
cate packages with the ingredientm, and top it off with this sasy recipel You and your
warring buddies can battle all the more heartily for knowing 3uu|:!_!li enacking at
home on this fillimg treat! What a fealing of togethernesst

Bommcee, spelled with two m's, is a4 cregmy paste made, basically, of chick peas, It'e
tastier than it sounds; think of it as a dip, rather than glue., To make ir, you'll J
need vepetshle il {clean atuff, not the brown gunk you already tried to do French frie
in), garlic {fresh is good, salt or powder will sleo do Eine; if you don't like garlic,
skip immediately to the pext joke page, "cause you don’t deserve this) ) lime iuice (one
of those cute Litkle plastic limes will do fine, end you'll bhe set the néent time = i
sultry blonde stops by to borrow a cup of daquiria), and chick petas. These are also
known as garbonza beans (reallyf) and are easicst to come n tins. In fact, 1've ne
aean rthem any other way. One tin {abeukt 19 or., I thiok) should do it for four to eight
peaple. To dip, one {or even two} pita breads per person.

Heat the pita bread in the ovenm until warm and a lickle crimp, while you do the rest of
thia. About a cup of nil, a couple of teaspoons of lime juice, and a teaspoon or three
of garlic (to "taate”, as they say) go into the blender, and give it 8 whirl or two to
mix. If you're using freeh garlic, throw in a clove or Four, and blend til reduced to a
mach foam in the oil. Now open and drain the chick peas. Bome fanatica now pop the skin
off the chick peas, but after you've done the firatr twenty, you'll discover the wisdom
of my attitude: skine add bulk, nutrient value, and are rapidly pulverized in the blend
anyway. Oradually add the peas to the oil and blend, & Few tpblespoons at s Eime. You'r
aiming for a thick, creamy texture, with enough oil to absorb all the pesas you have,
enough garlic to make it worthwhile, and enough lime jufice to cut them both. Honkey wi
quantities to aunit your taste. .

Hommoa is merved on a wide flat bowl, with a little o0il on top to keep it from getting
cTusty. Hot pitam are byoken inte Dorite-sised plieces, apd used to scoop up,the dip.
Thia iw lesw an authentic rvecipe thap & priaceical one, but unleas your Hiddle Epsrern
friends are fanatical, it']1 pases wuster. And your Diplomacy friends will levse it!
Doesn't Lhat muke playing Turkey all the wmore worthwhile?
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Wall 5t. Spared Wanda’s Whips

Since my apacritment vwag rented as of September |, and the cosupany I worked
for wanted me to stay amd work for the firvst weak of Septembar, thay offsrred
to put e up In & hotel for the wveek. After finding out rhat the hotel had
plush upholatexy, an Indoor pool, and in—house movies, I accepted.

My Flzet task, on enterring the room was to fFigure ocut how the IV worked.
L had no ttouble figuring out how to turn it on, but ended up having to ga ta
tha fvont desk and ask how to turn it off. I seneed mora cthan & litrle jrony
in this, since I was employed as a technical writer, whosse job it wen teo
explain cowplicated computer techneology te the layman. I must add, in wmy
own defence, though, that svary computer [ have written manuals for has at
least had an onjoff switchl

Once I had lesrned the apsells and Incantations required to gat the great
TV god Lo sbut fiteelf off, I was Faced with the gueaticn "What should ¥ watch
on this marvelous machine that [ can turi on end off with ease?". In addition
to the local and cable channels, there wers thres sovie channels. These contained
such popular festures am Tarms of Endearsent, Moscow on the Hudscn, and Wanda
Whips Wall Streer,

The larter scemed particularly interastimg. I've long been of the opinion
that Wall Screet desecrved a whipping, sad that Wanda wam just the person to
do 1¢t. Since thare wvas a certain fee involeved, I decided to check with &
loceal parnography expert bgfors ordering the movia, He informed me thar, in
hia ewperience, all porne povies were baring after the first ten minutes,
Honerheless, he advised ma that $6 or so for this financial flagellation Elick
would be monay well spsnt.

I suppose I ahould have guagased it. I plready knew that wmy TV sal was
possessed of evil spicita; certainly any movis servica run on this set would
be similarly sccursed. It turne out that the list of muyiss to be shown wuas
not the list posted on the top of the TV, nor the quite different list ashown
when you turned tha TV to the wovie channgl snd asked for gamplea, but »
third 1list that was postad novhare for the benifit of no one, I'"m inclined
to believea char this movia service was run by the same pecple vho designed
my IV set.

And, though I stayed in the hotel for gix nights, T was never offerred
the opportunity to see Wanda Whips Wall Streeat., Why not? Did Wanda's whip
atm get ticed? Did Wall 5t, spomehow make it up to Wanda and get off without
& whipping? I, for one, would 1like to bnopw the answer to this quastion.

A young female university atudent went up ko her professor ardg :nid, B B
do anything to pass your ¢ouree?', "Anythingl" asked the p:ofessor-" Yea,
anything,” she said, breathily. "Good," paid the profesmor, "studyl”.

A man went to hLis denttiat for some dental surgefy. As the dentist pur
the drill in the patient's mouth, the patient reached out and grabbed the
dentist by the balle. “How, doctor,” said the parient, "we're not geoing to
hurt each orher, ere wel™.
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((I'11 print lectears from Jjust about anyone concerning just about anyrhing,
1f you don't want your letter to appear here, label it ‘not for print™.))

Alain Martine ,.e you etill publighing? L1f mo, would it be
podsible for you to send me A Bample of your ‘"zine., After a Cwo year abaencs,
I am interested in re-entering the postaml Diplomacy hobby. Any information
you can give we as to where I can receive a novicea packet and, the names =nd
whereaboute of any publishers of "riaes affilliated with the Canadian hobby
will be greakly appracimted.

({An excallent novice packet, called Superncva 1s publishad by
Bruce Lingsey, I sapect you'll be hearing from his soon. Any other
publismhers who want to send Almin & sample can reach him at: &7 Charcres/
Dollard des Ormésux, Quebec/H9A 116 CANADA.))

Jim Robertson I have Finanlily come to my sspees and decidad ko wrice
a letter to you. I warn you that my letter writing skills are shaky, aince
m>at of my letters have conalsted of the Liturgy of Christmas Paat:
ROWAREYCULAMFINETHANXFORTHESOX .

I must press on. There is a8 varlety of reasons that I am writing to you:

1} To prove to you that I actually do read NFA and not just leave it around
on toffee tables during major sccial teas and the ifke. (Aopefully, this will
deter you from pulling pop quizres on me at inopportuns times.)

2} To improve my general stakte aof wull-being. (I am still hard pressed to
helieve that writing for NFA could improve one’s health/sanity/sex 1life, but
it's worth a try.) {(Perhaps 1 exaggerated just m little when tellfng you the
benafitas of writing to NFA...))

3) To ask the great questionns;

1) what is the truth bahind Linda Carson"s ™§2" fetish?
2) Who ie the Kod Walker guy and why does he write such long letters?
3) Ara thome really ¥our lipa, Brtevel

After your persistent hinting to write you something, I figured I'd start
with the bamics. This is my token sttempt to prove that even Sclence students
can be 1literate for bricf pericds of rime (not exceaeding 11 minutes). It's
still far off from my ™A Day In the Life of a Sarcoma Virues™, but you gotta
start somewhere.

{{To answer yaur questions:

I) T gave up trying to keep track of Linda'e fetishes years agn.

2) Who 1# Rod Walker? 1 explained thiy last issue in responsa to
Linda"a letter, as you would knmow If you really did read NFA
and mot just leave it on your toffee table. (Dear pearson reading
this on Jim'e coffee tuble: please write to let me know thar
you've yead this and call Jim "liar, liar, pants on fire™. Actually
satting fire to his clothing ix, of coutse, opticnal.) Why does
Rod write such long lettera? Becduse he's not a lazy bum like wyou,

) Yes, Jim, T cut off my lips and glued them to the cutside of your
copy of BFA. That's why I've besen golng arocund with my hands
covering my face for the last two waeks.))
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Ken Peel tou ahould fael particularly pleased, because I happen to
be in the process of cutting back my monthly 'zine intake due to sScute Fiscal
constraints.

I should have a vefund coming any day now from YoD. 1 finally decided that
it makes no sensa to pay o have my sleep disturbed cnée a month {or more), I
am recently out of another "zine too, which 1 actually like, becsuse my sub
was up end T was forced to stars blankly ar the c¢ruel fact that 1t was either
him or you. L1f you have aver taken an Ecenomics courss, you know all about
opportunity costm, MNaxt on wy "to get'" lisr 4ia thatr fine little *zine down
Taxas-way. But, slas, it will just have co wait until fate [orces me into
another brutal decision or my %35 situation improvas,

1 forgat whar your sub rave currently is, and, of courss, [ have no ldea
whar your "current™ addcess is. How about if I atart out with $2,40, and you
cradit my account accordingly?

((0X, snd walcome sboard. PFarsonally, I think yon're crazy ro
choose & subscriprion to NFA over Tha Vgoice of Doom, but i've pever
turned down the soney of the Lnsane bhefoxa, and I'm not about to ertart
now,. If you're short of mondy, ¥ou can always pay for your NFA sub by
writing articles for me. I'm always short of good, funmy stuff. Soma
of »y submcribers {affectionately known as "leechea™) have never paild
& cent to reacelve NFA.))

Pete Gaughan 1 really sajoyed "“The Dippy Horror Show", having oanly
ssan tha original one about six months ago. (My eister raved o wuch I had
to sae whar was happening.) Bubt why not "Lat's pay a DipTax again” or something
clsa which might "fir" better? ((Would you believe "artiptiec judgement™?
I didn't think so.)} Still the Golden Age and There's a Fight pisces were
prims. Thanks...

1f you mead a Hensa standby for 1983, I'm avajlable, bur T don'r chink
1 want to sub to MFA so don't call we 1f that can't be worked out.

Best wishas to the naw CDO guy,

{{Thanka For the offer Lo stand by, but I only taks standbyas who
subacribe to HFA, Thanks again for your help in dredging up statistica
for Mensa 14.))

_IO'"H'I Caruso (Quick nore ~—— sinece Kathy has resigned as the BNC
{{Boardman Number Cuatodimn)), would you care to ewikch your trade from

Everything to Whitestonia? ((Sure,}} Hopa mo, because we love NFA and want
to coatinue getting it, and getting phoney money (i.e. Cansdian) im not that

ea8¥. ...Take care. In eclidaricty,

({It"s too had thsr Kathy resigned as BHC. 5he seemed very conscilentious,

and alwayse gave good eeyvice (to me, anyway). Then mgain, I was surprised
she was willing to také the job in the firet placa.)})



NFA 42372y ®

Simon Billeness #ello. Remember me? I cettainly remembet
receiving many tnteresting copies of No Fixed Abode as a txade for 20 Years
On. {(20 Ta4ars On 1s the British *rine directory which, under Simon' s care care,
never failed to call =y *zine "Mo Fixed Abode'.)}

I vns vnnde:ing Af T could interest you you in a rather cute Brirish variant
called "Range War' Fred Davia reckone it ia a refreshingly different ides
— instead of units. in this variant ypu have gangs of outlawa and insntead of
supply centres you have herds of cattle, which can be moved. As Glover
Rogerson says, the ddea of capturing an opponent's supply centre sid then
running off with it 1ia "somewhat appealing...’.

Anyway, 1 was hoping you might open up a malliug 1ist for "Range War'
or, 1f you're full up with games, reprint it in Np Fixed Abode. I'd igve
to Bee the varlant get scom= attention over hare Iin America. {(This wan
written while Simon was in the D.S. for a few monthe.))

»as1'm thoroughly enjoying my stay here in America. It'a great to cuddle
my fiance Barbara agmin, and I've met BRUX Linsey again, who is a very friendly
guy. He brought Joan Extyom over the other waek and I gave Joan her first
copy of a British *zine (Fleme). "I've naver had a British diprina before,
though Cathy Cumning let wa hold some Denver Clonts once." Barbara and F
even adtographed it for her!

It's taken me three days {you gusssed!} to write this léttet and I've
several more Range Wars to send out. Mayha 1'11l see yon sometime if you
ever visic England.

{{Thanks for the latter, and expect to see me next summer when T
coma Lo Europal

NFA ien't much of & varfant 'sine, though, sorry. I'1l be happy
to wend my copy of Range Wars to the filrst interasted subscribar to ask
for it. It 1is en interedating looking variant. I mean, how nany games
have you seen that have a Branding Phase?)}

FI'EJ WaSaSt]erm Eoma time ago you asked an Important
GQuention, and I wuppode thar, being your tame expert in that field, T ocught
te answer it (though I think Ake Jonsson could answer it too, and for that
matter, why don't you agk him the smiae quesation? His namse mighr not ba =so
easy €o prongunce elthev For somebody who 18 used co English,)

My Eirat name 18 eaay to promounce. Just pronounca it as If it werse
wriktten "Frey". 1In fact, some¢ people do apell it that way.

In my family name, tha W 1s pronounced like ¥. Im Fact, wodein Swedish
spelling (it's a Swedish name) would call for a V, but my family name retains
an archale spelling, probably current in the early ninetesmth century when
AN ancestor of mine acquired that mame. Further, “stj]™ ie simply promounced
as “ah", Of tha wowels, the first and third ara stressed and Iong, with ktha
primary accent on the firgt. It ie pronmymcad like the a in “far™, and the
other a's stand for shorter versions of the same sound. The & is pronowmcaed
rather sfmilarly to the a In "bad",

Now that I've anawered your gqueskion cotrrectly and exhauvstively, doss
that gualify me for s standby position in a Mensa fiame? ((The abilfity to
breathe gualifies you for a standby position In Menwa 171))  (Actually, I
don't want onme. I'wm currently playing in ¥« games, or will be onca Paula
Dodge gets her "Alian Conguest' games going again. Hey, Puula, when will
that happen? Two games would really be encugh for we, 1it's hard to find
time for more. {{I wouldn't count on Paula rest:rting har game,))

Whatt ©Oh, that half game —- it's the 7 Wations game. With it slow
turnarcund, it involwes only about half the work load of faster games, though

for twica as long.

| ——
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Arthur MajDOl' How are things going with you? I'm reasonsbly OK,

havimg returned from a nightmarish secles of field exercises, Each one had
a different name,,.bur we just redid the same thing over & over &.,.

1'm getting a real kick out of the most recent series of feuds and goings
on ian MPA, ¢specially since I don't know what anyone is talking about,

-why are people carrying their fightw to NFAT I know you'rs on & debating
team, bur wkill in argumencs (in the philoscphical seénes, that is) should
ba reserved for vour own digsgreements, not to let youreelf be drawn into
dabatea about fasciem, Marxiem, etc.

Perhaps I put that badly, but I think you get the idea. FPeople who don'c
subscribe to all those magazines snd up like those people listening o a
telephone conversation being carried on upstairs...

{{La the end, L think the reeson that feud stuff appears in HFA
is that ['m willing to print it. Thers are few things 1 won't print
Af the author clearly wants me to print thea, If somecne wants to
make a fool of himselE, he can do ir in NFA.))

G&f"" Cnughlan I emjoyed NFA 21722, And I really like the plays;
1 don't know how you keep that up but please do. The hobby neede to laugh,
espacially with all the feuding that fim sseping into so many 'zines now,
It"s » welcome distraetion.

1'% alao like vo mention that Larry Psasry did clearly announce thar I

had nothing to do with screening the list of nominess for this year"s Rod
Walksr Award for best writer in the hobby. My letter that you printad last
imgue was written before the reasulta came out, 1 support this awaxd and
think it is a good pomitive Lldes. Hore committes monbers have been added
too, among them Steve Enight. . .
' The editorial cartgon by Arthur Majoor was greatl You should Ery to
csjole him andfor Linda Carson to keep it up. ({Arthur, Linda, considex
yourselves cajoledi)) One of my faveurite passtimes is laughing at clever
political edfirorisl cartoons. Did you see the one yhere Trudeau lald dowe In
a caskat, put a stake through his heart and msked, "Do you believe I'm resfgning
nowl!" or some such? Your plays and thelr cervtoons would he a winning combination
hard to baatl

({No, 1 didn't see the cartoon you menticvned, but I did ger a good
lavgh from Teading your description of 1t. I hope Linda, Arthur, and
others, will coatinue to send in drawings to HFA. I have avolded aaking
Linda for drawings in the past because I think she shoyld concentrate on
making profeasional sales.

I'w glad to haar that the FWA committee has been axpanded. 1I'm
espscially glad to hear that Steve Knight will be on The committes,
though 1t will look sort of strange when a commiites memeber wins the
award (as Steve seams 1ikely to for "Press Wars").))

Randolph Smyth 1 1ike NFA's formst. Why did T say that? Hmm...ab,
because you mentioned aamething about the "zine becoming “standardized™ or
aomething somevhere in the imsue. (Yes sir, L have the minutest datails right
at my Efngertips,..) Tf I eould standardize my "zine the way WFA 15, T would!
((It"a easy, Randolph, Just srart with some Helen Keller jokes and che rest
will follow nacurally,..)) .
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Don Del Grande  you'te slipping — I was actually mble to complete
one of your acrosties, (I did have some trouble for a while wntil I realized
that the fourth word in the quote wag not "human” ({but “woman™)), thus throwlng
aff any previcus anewers ta clues [ and 3.)

«vsThat croseword last time wan rather hard —— I managed to fill in aix
words, only five of which were right. (I figured that the appropriate word for
2] across was ICE ({not SKI)).)

Oh, by the way, you seem to have some misconceptions about the langunpge
those of us aputh of the border —— "data™ happens to ba plurai dowm hers too,
and "indices™ Is in as well. (As for "appendicas”™, I'm not =o sure...you know
about "neighbour" and "colourful® already.)

And should, by some luck of the draw, T happen te win tha 5 issues, youw
can do something strange with them — things like putting them in the next
PDORA ({Peoples’ Diplomacy Association Relief Auction)), doubling ths mext
conteat prize, or even just drawing ancther name and handing tha five fresbles
to his/her/them...

{(Ic's intereating chat you found the last puzrle easy. I heard
from one other paraon that it was "ipposeible™. T think it was one
of my harder ones.

According to Webster's, "sppendixes” and “indexes" are tha prefarzed
Americew plurals of “appendix” and "index". Pretending thet "date™ 1=
eingular isn a problem of the company I work for, not American spelling.

When aomeone wlth whom I crade winse Free [ssues, he can give the
iseues to somecne else, or 1'11 agree to write him sn article, or I'll
agrea to not write him an article, JIt's really up to you what ia dona
with the issusa you won,))}

Bl&lr Adama‘:he To my regpectad, if arrcgant, aditor, Stawvs,
({(Does that mean you don't respect me 1f I'm not acrogant?)} How sie you
deing (vhatever it is you're doing)? I'm back in Montreal, of course, mtfll
aettling into &y new apartment. I register tomorrow. If you don‘t ger chig
in cime, it's probably juat as wall. Tou ses, I have no camel }jokas. I sUppos s
they could be sdapted by substituting the word "camal® for the words "jew",
:cuw“, "girl™, and "gods™, snd the word "dromedary” for the words “champagns",
nuns’, and "hot dogs'™. Then again, that wouldn't work at all.

=eshnyumy, let the jokas begin: Lsnony Pruce (a lot of people think that
anti-gemitism is acceptable 1if it's fn material created by jews, but then,
Hitler was part-jewish ({this meems to b2 & folk myth — I havenlt seen any
reliable reports that Aitlet war "part-iewish" to s greater extent than avery
German of hia generetiomn)} ), ...agaln, Lenay Bruce:

I'm a jew. That meors I killed Christ, right? Well, I'm Just glad we

did £t way back them, and not today. TImagine mume walking arcetd with

-

little eilver elactriec chairs himging around thair neoks?
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That was Lanny Bruce, back from the dead to ba on gur show and rell that joke,
ladies and gentlemsn, snd Steve, And now, Blalr Adomacha®™s entyy For the 1985
Dava Carter "most aexiat joke' contaet:
Firle and chanpagne —— they’'ra no fim wvhen they're flat.
And the corollary, from Lou Fournier:
mlcea they 're wider tueive.
Arid the coreollacry to thea corgllary, from Blair Adamsche once againm:
That ‘a montha for ahampagne, years for giris.
And now, ths most aickening anit—cow Joke:
Eating tongue tg like betng fremch-kissed by a cow, Dut then think of
tha intimate relations you're having with mey barmyard animais all at
) the same time when you eat a hot dog.
DPlck Gregery (a lot of peopla think that racism is okay wvhen it comes from a
black manj this is probably the origin of minstrel ghows. ({Probably mot.
Hinstrel shows were popular st s timn vhen racism coming Erom a vhitse man didn't
seem too bed, efther.)) It's okay for Richard Pryor to say "nigger™, but you'll
never catch Stave Maretin gaying it. The people who think chig often forget that
Warrven Harding was part black, He gttribuced his encrmous gex driva to thia
ancestry, and was knowm to have sald, "Sura, I've got a touch of the tar-brush;
otig of my forefathere probably hopped a fence to get some white maat. ™.
Harding was also the man who coined the word “"normaley”. ({(Actually, Waebatar'a
gives 15837 as the year that "normaley™ was first used.)) He First used it in
hie Inavcguracion spesch in 1921.) Hhew! Guits the parenthetical thought,
Anyway, Dick Cregory!
Thera's thie black guy. FHa's standing on a sireet corner and looking up
arzd tﬁlking to God. ILike, they're on a first nome basis. Ne saye:
God =
Nree, my soni" i
"God, why is my skin so black?”
f8n you oould take the hoat when coureing over the gauanah in pursuit of
the wildebagat. ™
"Yazh. Mikea saenae, Cod?T
Yoo, my son?l
"Why are my lege so longr"
"fo you would not tire when rovting through the fungle tn puwreuit of the
wildabeagat. ¥
"Yeah. ITt's ocool. And why 18 my hair 80 ourly?”
MSo it wouild not tangle in the brombles as you stride through the bushes in
purseuit of the wildebeast. "
HSure, saw:.-:!a acol. Owme more gueation, God. ™
“hak, iy s "
"God, why an I in Cleveland?¥®
And £inally, the article: {(eleewhere this issue))
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Larry Peery .. gor NFA #21/22 and had to write you,

Linda Carson's article on Diplomacy was great. It was funny snd in
today's hobby literature that's & prire commodity. I don't know Linda personally
bar please tell her 1 thought it was one of the beat things I've read in a long,
long time,

I suggest you be wery careful about your cemel jokes. I have a lot of
very good onea told to me by my Tranian friemds. HMHost of them are terribly
groas, chacene, wicked, erc. etc.} just the kind of thiang that's perfect for
HFA, But I won't send them until I'm mure ypu'll be at your worest. We do
have a new bar in San IMego called the Camel's Breath Inn, Ttiwas started by
a bunch of ex-military types me a place for flag wavers to hang gut, A typical
American bar with wall murals deplcting camela doing what camals do best:
plasing, shitting, and spitting, It has become very popular with somwe of the
Iranian community, which isn't whet the owners expectad. But I noticed they
aren’'t too provd to take Iranian petro—dellars fer theidr booze,

Since I don't suppose anyone ceres about my cpinion regarding the status
of D¥ in the hobby, I won't share it with you, Somstimes it is pomssible for ma
to keep quiet. Shocking thought, right? ({It would ba rude For me to diesagree
with you.,.})

A epuple of thoughts on Gary's latter regarding the RWA. Apparently, soma
people thought this waa a joke. It very defindtely wnas not. What upseta ue
about all the criticism is that At comes aFter the fact from the people who
couldn't be bothered to put any inpwt Into the project when 1t was getting
going. Ten minutes of preventative medicloe (input) would have aliminated all
the problamms people are complaining ahout,

({A lot of us aren’t as interegted in thesse awvarde sand thinge as
you are, Larry. I didn't participate in the Rod Walker Award this
year, snd do not feal ar all ashamed of thisx fact, #Hor do I fasl that
T am any¥ less entitled to point out its faults, OFf course, you don't
have o pay attention to me if you don't want to,..})

L do want to clear up one thing. Although I am a member of the committes,
I saerve dn the same statns s T do on the DMMA {(Don Miller Hemorial Awvard, for
hobby service}) Comnittee. I have no vote in the committee's deliberations,

1 make mo nominationa, mine ia an adminfatrative fonction.

T am amused that pacple are attacking tha way the nominations were derived,
and the fact that IW had #o much influence on the wvoting. Actually, there
was probably oo wore influence or dnput from DH oun the voting than there was
from any ather majer hoebby pub. That's baped on my analysis of the voting,
who voted, and where the ballots ceme from.

{{I find it hard to belisve that The ¥olce of Doom, Whitestonia,
and other major publicacions thar didn't plug the poil hed as much
influence on the voring as DM, which plugged the poll snd had 5/7 of
the nomineen . ))
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The Committes will have 3 additiomal msembers next year and sanyona ino the
hobby can nominate anyone's material. The more nominations, the more pressure
on tha commititea alace they have to do the scresning. Just look at the fussing
and csterwvauling this year over the BMMA. 1t amuses mea that although many
say thess swards are meaningless snd not importent, others treat them just
like the Oscars, or NMobals, or Glympic golde. Alsc, mo one has sald that the
RW¥WA was for the hast writar in ths hobby, but caly for aoutstanding litarary
achievamsent, Tha final judgement boils down to the end result {(?7}) and X
really think the Shep Rosa plece was the best {if you want to ums thar term)
pioce produced by the hobkby last year, Bur that's sy wviaw, 5o much for rhat,

I have & confession, [ have never seen Tha Rocky Horror Ficture Show.
Howevax, my specialist ia such stuff says It was well done and very funny.

So I'1l pmsa that on.

You used cne cther pbrasa that 1 wanted to comment ot but umiortunately
1 can’t find 4t. I thought 1t wves Lha best line in the imsue and tervibly
revealing about your own sttitude toward things, But L éan't find 1r, damn
it. {(Bo you leave me henging there. [ don't believs it't Larry, you've just
convinced ma that you deserve all the terribla things people say about you.})

I hope the CDO does whatever it fa supposed to do and does it well. 1'm
tarribly sad to mes that Soafu iw going to fold. I1I'11 miss it. Ron send wma
a Cenadisn yachting flag which I'm addiag to the Arehives collectionm of such
atuff. ((The archives has a collaction of yachting flags???}) 1f sayona In
Canada sver deacides to sstsblish an Archiveg, have them get in touch with s
and 1711 ba glad to pass on what materipgle I can, T"ve got a lot of the old
Canadfan "zines, ones I've never aaen menticned in the wodearn Canadian pressa.
Soma of them ara classgics,

It has baen & wild copple of wesks, PEERICON IV was lote of fun. We had
sbout 30 pesopls for the weekemd, 15 players in the tournsy, and & games played.
nly ons gams endad in sa outright win, Sigh...vhat can I wey? I played
Fuagia from 1900 until 0500 {(¥7)) , I managed to HHR in Fall 1901 in & FTP
tournanent geme, aogd T =ril] won, Eight of the perticipants, more or leas, went
to tha Olympice in Los Angeles, Roger Mchulay, vho is a swismer and wabter
polo playox, waw the water polo Finals, I, and Ron lLay, saw the finals in
bassball (Japan beat the DSA 6-3 for the gold dems mearal), Dave Villadsen,
his brother, Miks Maston, and T got to sae Prance beat Brarxil for che soccer
gold, WHe sven played s Jdemo Dippy game ar Dodger Stadiuvm for cthe 55 000
peoples there for the baseball game. We got & ot of sttention, mostly from
the security gusrda. But it was all fun, ever mo much more than reading the
garbage that fs flowing Ffrom so many hobby sourcas thess days.

"nutf, I really wrots only to congratulsts you on Linda's article. ¥f£,
come Next year, we don't get s FWA nomination for that plecea fxom you, T wikl
be mightily piased off., Eemember that. And camels pies...

Well, never mind.

{(A yasr from now, you may well ba "mightily plssed ofi". I agrae
with you that Linda's article was very good, and T was plesssed to have
1t for MFA, bot T don"t know Af 1t's one of the best 5 articles to appear
in the entfre Diplomacy hobby over the entire year. I[f you are convineed
that it"s one of the best, you should nmominate it yourself.})}
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Mark Berch fthasks for the couctesy copy.

1 wanted to respond to your cosments (and Gaty's) on the Walket Award,
aod then tia this into a bromder concern thet I hive for the direction the
hobby seews te be headed in.

Tes, of course Peary didn't do nearly as good & job 4n this as he should
have; it wasn't even close. Yas of courae Fhere was insufficfent publicity.
Haturally I would have prefarrad that my pilece won in & strongar fisz1d, and
certainly I"d prefer to have won witho-ut the comrrovearey, which Iin & way
tarnishes 1t a bit, It's just cerrible thatr lifa fen't parfect,

But, on the orther hand, thia is baing blowvm WAY out of proportisn.
Judging from what I've seen in print, not only in HFA but slsewhere, thisx ie
being treated as mome mort of hobby scandal of major proportions, and I"we
;otteu private lecters from ona hobbyisr which hes suggestsd svan worss.

Let"s have a little pergpective herel It"s oot ae if the item which won was

a sacond-rate plece, which ¢ould nof have woun but for the inferior compeatition,
The getaral conssnsus ia that it was a fine plece of weiting which, howevar,
mAY oT mAY not have won 1f some places -hicl: should have beert nominated had
beatt nominated. (I dey "general consemsus®™ only becauss T know that it's

not unatiimods. Gary says this year that "the chofces this year are a pathetic
joke", which would fhelude my article.} You ridicule the claim thit "tha
winner has any legitimsete claim to being tha beat writer in the Diplomacy
liobby", but you mime the point thet the alaction was for a piece of writing,
not a writer {ctherwise it would have heen iwpossibla for twe of my items to
ke nominated). You say, "Am pressmtly constitated, tha BWA is sssentiplly
poll of DM xeaders to see what their feawvourite srticla from IS was this year™,
But thers were nominesy from outside DW*s pages. A» for the fiyar parc, faix
enough, but fm that so far off the mark? DN hap over 1/3 of the pedial hobby
as subbers. If you exclnde those who only gat ‘zminas which doni'e normally

run lrticles Dii's resdership, I would gusss, is well oder half tha hobby.

(T don'e ll-!TI to belittle the "gamers”; of courss they sre vital, but they are
unlikely to wore.) Of coursa it should have been done better, But where's the
wore productive appreach? I don't ses you or {in RFA) Gary skying sowmathing
1iks "Daspite its problems, the idea of an award to recognize excellenca in
writing 18 & great onoe, and next year, I'm goona nominate my personal Faveourits
to see if § can get it on the Iist™, Inetsad, It's all oegative and ulk of
"farce"

Lor.r'l: this isn't the first project to rum into trouble I.I:i First y-l:r.

If you look at the firmt 'zine directory by Mille, he missed quite a few 'iloes,
At even better exsmple would be the fivst year of Lesdar®s "zine poll. Wow, this
i= the most succeenful poll of any sort inm the North Ameriésn hobby, in tarme

of number of people woting, "zines reporting the resulte, and longavity., Im

the first year, it got terrible publicity, and landed np wmostly as a poll of

the readers of Leeder’s "zine, Runeatona, Cuess how many votss this hobby-widae
election gott 191 Cuesss who won? Runestone, sand you'd have a very hard time
making the ¢ase of Rimesione ax 1 "zine. Prople did not issua chumdaring
denunciations. The sacond yssr was much more succeasful,

And this leads @a to my broader point. In wmy 84+ years in the hobby, 1
have never seen psople in such hyper-ctitical, negative, destructive stances.
And I"11 be undiplomatically specific, T am referring esspecially to you, Rod,
Caruso, Linsey and Tallman, with scome cther pecple te & lasser degres. 1I'11
lve a few examples.
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The [irst is this criticiam of the Bandy Ego item in DW. 1 camnot balisva
that poople are making such a hugs daal sbout this, sc many months later. And
lack at the remarks. Ed MWrobel points ano accusing fingsr at the “catchy
headline”. Oh, the bozzrora of a “catchy headline''. And he and others have
noted that this was -—gasp— an entirs pags. PFeopls are presently paying lesa
than 4%¢ per page for BW. So, sven 1f the informatfonal aspact of the item
is treated as having zerc valus, even if wa haws cnly a blank page in froat
of us, paopla are only out &%¢. Doss that justify this level of criticiam?
Yes, the ltem combined plug and informstion/mews, but both of those are types
of things which commonly occur in DW. Yes, it's the first cima that's bamn
combinad in one item, but #0 what? Do you think that a significant number of
IM readers ara going to be wneble to figure cut rthat this is such s combination?
We're not that atupid. So whers's the big harm? Who is befng hurt? I have
Y=t (O 884 A& cadd mede that peopls are goiog to ba deceived by such a combination,
and without such.a showing, I don"t think this lavel of criticiss is at ell
j“.t’-!l‘d-

Heve's another example. You complain at one point that Red {a trying to
get subbers “to sub to DM out of duty”™. ‘To bagin with, I think you've reaally
scratched the sditorial to get that far, but even If o, po vhat? Look, we
all hava our ways of trying to coax thoss we want to sub to do wo. I have
ming, you have yours, and Rod has his. Why is this something to cosplain
sbout? PFurther in the sade paragiaph, you ssy "you ssem te be Lrying to get
peopls to feal gullty for not having contributed te DW™., Well, now, let's
have & look at tha 1little note thet you wrote on wy cupy of !ll?l' “IFf you
evar subscriba, I'll save a fortunes in cuunc-y copiag”, I have po ebjection
to that note ar all, but let's Face {t, you'ra uvping guilr as a ploy to get ma
to sub — I shouald f-hl bad sbout your spending a fortuns in courtesy copias.

As for the issue about Rod calling DN a custodial project, again, I caonct
ssa what the big fuse L& about. What BARM 1fe there in callfag IM & cuatodial
project, and if it's not harmful, why are pecpla condesning ft, or even making
a fuess about ft? Look, he's daflnnd what he means by a cuatodial project, and
clearly it meers That llaf:l.n.l.tiun. He has certain cbligations, for example, to
find s successor when he'e ready to quit, in exsctly the same way that the BNC
({Boardmmt Number Custodian)) is obligsted to find & successor. Tes, DW aims to
serva the hobby in genersl. You counter "“So does EZuropa Express..,”. I disagres.
l'-'E ia a very fina ‘“gine, one of my top favouritss, but it does not dec cthat, For
lx-ple thers's = cu_mity of pecple in ths hobby intareated fn varisnts. EB
does nor normally rvm variant marerial, ['m not saying thae Gary has something
againet veriante. If ha got material on that- topic, he'd probebly treat Lt
the same as any other kind of article. But the fact ia, it deoesn’t appeatr. If
EE did aim to have, as you say, "something for everyons™, them Gary would, aa
Rod dose, make it his business to obtain such material go that thersa would be
something for esveryons. I'm mot criticizing Gary for not ineluding thim
meterial., 1I'm oot that intereated in wvarfantw, just am I'm certain that there
ars paople not intarested in my play-of-the-game materiyg), or in Sgott Marlay's
dippy poetry, or the DTRE rating wystams, mll of which appsar In DM. This
reminds me of the huge flap of 1982 vhen I saild that I felc that DY was the
flagahip "sdine of the poestal hbobby. I could not belisve the resentment Lthis
caused, I kept asking people what harm was caused to the hobby by that
characterization, and I never did get s clear answer. Calling something a
custodial project per ss dces not obligate anyons to sub, any more tham we
feel cbligated to sub ro Everything. If he usag ir as & selling point, go whar?
Caruso calla hie "zine the ";l funrine'", and what of 1c?
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I mee in Gary's letter that Gary ia groueing about which "rives Rex Martin
doesn't get. Rexlly, now... )

I'm not saying that people shouldn't digagres, OFf course, they can. But
there ahould be same gense of proportion to this. FPeople ara uaing language
grosaly out of proportion to the offenses. Walker's letter in 20 wan &
prime example cf this, though your responses were not so great aeither, Yes, by
and large, yov were fight, but there was no need for such m nasty adge that you
often put on them. And I think people ought to coneider whether the practices
they are hammering are really causing any hars.

I don’t mean to single aut NFA, but T don't want te repeat Rod's arfer of
dragging in things your readers might bhe uwnaware of ro eriticize.

As for subbing, well, L wasn't terribly fmpressed with the lettercel in
21/22 as you see, and the purzles don't interest e st mll, But your "Dippy
Hortor show' war extremely funny, even though I haven't ‘seen the movie, and
your "gushing like Red Adair®s worst nightmare” I thought was a very claver
gimile. Plus, Brux ({that Einsey creature})} keeps telling me that there's so
much good writing in HFA that 1I'm an 1diot npot to ger the *zine, So, 1711 give
it a try. Tou don't want me to gat mad at Brux ((well, actually...})), so you'd
better kesp up the good work. }

P.5. On the mesning of "In Six"”: The term waa first used, as 1 recall, by
John Caruso, who hasa never apecifically mald who was intended by the term. As
a result, it becomes an all=purpose term, allowing people to criticize whowéver
they Like without saying whe they mesn., This leaves it up to the reader's
imagination, which 1s why I never use the term, and don't like to sea it used.
The fact that I have the uncomfortable fesling that it might refer to me has
momething to do with {t, koo,

{{I've had people mubscribe becsuse of my Jokas, or sy pleys, ot
my articles, but I think you're the first person to subscribe becauss of
my similes.

Now on to the peat of your lettar, Firsr a couple of notes.

- (mey I take no resgponsibility for what other paople say or do.
L feel no obligarion to defend wvhat other "zines or "“onea hobbhyiat™ have
gald about the Rod Walker Award, Or wvhatr Ed Hrobel and others have said
about “Et Came from Sandy Ego™. -

Two: I sptpongly oblect te you making sccusations sgainst Bruce
Linsey, John Carusp, snd Terry Tallman without glving any specifies.
Either you should have left them out of this letter, or you eshould have
Biven at lesst a sentence saying what they did wrong. That wvay they would
have some chance of dafanding themmselves. Thay do not desarve to have
their names dragged through kthe mud like this.

Concemrmning the Rod Walker Award, 1'm glad you agrea that it wasn't
handled well this yesr. Gary didn"t wanc hia name sssociated with the
Ypathetic Joke" nomination list, I sea pothing wrong with this, I
certainly wouldn't have wanted people o hold me responaible for thie
year's noainees, Nelther Gary nor I hs aver sald that your articls
wasn't good. Cary eaid thet the noninecs {(taken collectively) wetré a
patheties joke, not thet every individual nominee was bad. T agree with
hige that the nominees did not reafliect the bhest writing in the hobby.
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My initial responss to the "Sandy Ego" plece consisted of one paragraph,
which cost my subscribarys spproximately M4¢ each. [ do mot think that thia
wak axcedsaive or “making such a huge deal”™ about fit. In this paregraph,

1 poked fun at Rod for calling Diplomacy World s “hobby custodial project”
and, at the same time, using DW as a vehicle for promoting his other ‘rine,

My posirion on tha "sandy Ego” place has always been that it wes not
wiong since PW iy Rod"s 'zine to do with as he pleasas. I, for ons, do not
plan o sue Rod for cheatcing wme out of &g,

I do not think that BW is a hobby castodisl project, any more than
Vhitestonia is the #1 funzine. (If Jobn called W the #2 fuazine and
acknowladged that KFA was tha #I funxzine, thém perbaps 1*d agres...) And,
if Rod used the tarm h'lmlleilr:p custodial project™ ooly im the way that John
uees the term "F1 funzine”™, I probably wouldn't argue with him sbout it.

) Converssly, 1f Fohn said that Whitagtonia was thid f} Ffunxine gnd
tharefors publishsrs should urge psople to subscribe to W, and prople who
cared st all about the hobby should subscribe to and contribute to W,

and that ¥ wga looking into othar sourceés of funding, I might heve rhe
sama argumsnt with John that I"va just had with Red.

You have grossly misinteipreted wa when you accuss m= of trying to
g&t you to subscribe to HFA ouk of guilt. If you would mot subacribe to
HFA but for guflt faslings, then T urge you to cancal your suhbhscription.
I"11 yefund the full amount thac you sant in, and yoy will sontinue to
sat cost-fres, guilt—free coplas of any HFA issue in which you are
promineptly mentioned, including this fasue, My note vas merely msantc
ss sn scknowledgement of the fact that you have been receiving a lot
of ;r-a 1esues of HFA lately (bacause you have been wmentloned here
1nt).

I still maintain that Europa Express attempts to have “something
for evarybody™. OGary has said, in EE, that he tries to have somsching
for averyons, and 1 ses nc reason to accussa him of lying, You esem to
ba saying that EE doesn't nm:r:nud in jcg attempt to have gometching for
everyone, I agres. I don't think afther EE or DY hag something for
everyone, though sach hasn something for most of cthe paopla in the hobby.

"Gary is grousing about which "zinas Rex Martin dosan't get." '
Really, mow... Do you think this fis an accurate portrayal of what Gary
saild, Mark? According to Gary, Rex Martin, who plays a major rvole on
the neminations committee for the ENA, receives only ‘zines with circulation
of ovex 100, and omly two of these, This would hardly wake him & good
Judge of the beat writing in the habby.

1 don't know where Gary got his facts from. The only letter I have
seen from Rex Martin appeared in Xenogogic XVIII.2, page 3/11%. In that
lattar, Rax safid thac ha’ thaought one factor in choosing cha Rod Welker
Avard-winning article shovld be the cizcularion of tha "zina that carrcied
the article. He wouldn't conaider sn arcicles from a low-circulation
"sine utiless It wes “exceptional®. Thus, both the voting procedurs and
the nomination procedure were bilased sgainat articles from low-circulation
'zinae.

1 =¢till don"t think I have bean "hyper-cricical, negative and
destructive™.))
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Rod Walker an brevity. The sould of wit, perhaps, bur not its body.
I'm morry my last letker was so long but you did ask for an exposicion on
things,..or at least you asked for facts, which smounts to the game thing.

I have & couple of minor rejoindera.

Firet, I don't conslder the D.W. article on Exehwon as in the least =silly,
gince I see no reason why i should not do for my own 'rine what I would do
for other mimilar publications. 3Sea this imsue for the review of Costagusha,
for instance, and nextish I plan a aimilsr review of Yolice of Doom on the
occasion of its S5th anniversary amd 100th {fesue. BHo deEinite plans for 1985
yet, but DN 40 will definitely feature scmebody. Now that I have a format
worked put and now that I get most of the *zines in tha hobby, I have the
tools to do this on a regular basis,

Second, T see no real reason to change or retract my assessment of John
Carusoc. I might not phrase it quite that way now, but that’s beside rhe
point. How, if he wants to do some retracting, I would rio doubt follow suik.

({in other words, "L'1l stop lying sbout him wvhen he stopa Iying
about me"™? If you think your statements about Ceruso were accurate,
T don’t see any reason why you should retract them, efther, If you dom't
think they were accurate, no action (or inaction) of Caruse's can axcuse
vou from retracting thems.})

Third, 1 am purzled by your repsated references to how littla your
readera are intereated in all cthis, since my sntire lettet wias & rYesponse
to your request for specifics...and if specifics were not going to be of
intarest to your ceadera, why did you request them? I know...you mada a simple
request and Instead you get back a pagesant... Oh, well; qp Juppfilar suldes
omnibus placet. ({23-8-25 4§-15 25-15~21 Z1=-19=-% 1 12-1-14-7-21-1-7-5 20-8-1-20
9 4—15-14=-"=20 1}9-16—5-1-11 &-12-21-5-14-20-12-257% 920 15-14-12-25%
15-2-19-3-21=18-5-19 3-15-13-13-21~14=9=3-1-20-9-15~-14 1-15-4 23-1-19-20-5-1%
15-21-18 20=-9-13-513) That (I bellieve) applico to aost of what you have to
may, We'll let it go at that, )

((I asked you for specifics concerning your charges sgsinst Johm
Caryap, Thege specifics took up epproximately I of your letter. The
other f{damm! I don't have a key for it) 3/4 of your letter concerned
the Ershwon advertisament %) and DN as a hobby cuosrcodial project ().
S0, only % of your lettar was a legitimate response to my request for
specificn. N

The mpecifics 1 was mest intecested In wers untrue statssants of
John's that appeared in NFA. They would be wmoat trelevant and interesting
to my readers, Unfortunately, you went on at length about ths Goxdon
Anderaon affalr, which had not even been mentioned in EFA before.

I would have had no complaine had you writtem twice as wmuch about
John Carusc's "vicicus hatescngering™ in NFA, 1 think you went on too
long in not-particulsrly-relavant discussion concerning Gordom Anderson.
Also, T think your pointe about Exwlwon sand hobby custodial projects
could have been made equally well in far less wpacs.))
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Gary Coughlan'a lsttar; Gary did write, and 1 forwardad the note on to
Lacxy. It's his projsct & I figure he can handle it, T picked up tha Tesults
of tha BHA from Larry's publication on it, snd frankly, I don't recall sealng
anything sbout what GCary had ssid...so0 I then didn’t plck it up. Cary gets
awfully put sut by such thingse, 8o no doubt I'11 get a latter. 1 wiah this
were mors sarth-ahaking.

Tha rtant point iy that thers must ba a differant system on voring
next yesar. X balieve you give insufficient smphasis to tha faper rhat nothing
like rhis hap besn stteampted befora, so the first tims {a vary likaly to get
glitchad. .. .which 1s &xactly what happéenad. Larcy knows that.

1 am hopeful that next yesar what we will sea will be a more wida—-spread
participation in nominating items to begin with., Theu a small comaittea to
pars tha nomfinass down to a manageabla liac ,,.anay, 5 itama. Thaza items
would them ba raprinted and sent out to sditors who would print them in thair
*zinas or would ba availabla co anvona who wanted to vore for, aay, SASE
((a self-addrsessd stamped envalopa)). This way svaryone who votap will have
sssn the nominated itamas,

Ic was & lucky happenstance this yaar thar the winning arcicle probably
vas the best item which was printed in 19843, But many things which should have
baws ntominated weren’t. T nominsted s few things under the ispression that
otherw would nominate othar deserving matearials (DipWarz in Lifs of Momty,
for instmnce}. I was surprised when I saw ths resulting list; Larry was
disappiinted he did not get wore nowinetions.

({Larcy esems, with many of his projacts, to not allow emough
time for peopla to véspond to him:. I receaived larry'a ples For
nominations and published it in my next fesus of HFA, but by that rimes
it would have bsen imposamible for amy of my readars to get in any
nominsticns oo time, (To ba fair, other pacple often oake the same
nistaka ga Larry.) I thase awicds are to bé annual, why not aonocunce
tha nomingtion deadline ssvaral mouts sarlier. That way, pecpls will
have lots of tfma to think about and submit nominations.

The noninaes, 5 articlas from W, 1 article from (I assums) =
oon-Dipliomacy "zime, 1 non-stticle (" unspecified press™ by Bob Olsen),
0 articles from Dip "zines othay then D&, &1d not accurgtely reflect
the distribution of good writing, Particularly galling was Larey'e
statement that parhaps this diatribution of nomineds wasn't surprising.
Ir's hard to fmagine how he could haye put his foot further into his
mouth. If mora tima weara allowed for acwinations, you would gek a better
diacriburion.

It will be difficult to distribute coplas of all the nowminated
#axticles. Immgine that "The Wizard of Dip" and “HpWarz'" had been
nominated., "The Wizard of Dip” wae 7 pages long; "DipWarz™ is a continuing
saga chat, put all together, would bs snormous, Still, T agrese that
without some way of letting the votars sae the noninces the award will
ba a farce.}) -

*
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My feeling is that it 1s easy and pleasant, perhaps, to point accumatory
fingeras and wiew with alarm. Tt is far harder to make constructive proponals
for improvement and to volunteer to do aome of the work involved. 1In the
present imaetance theye will be plenty of critics but very little in the way
of conmtruyctive eriticiem, The ides is a very good one and afwply needs
better execukion., T fear, however, that too many people will just be in haste
to engage in some more Peeryhashing. Thia is an unfortunate aspect of our
hobby, that people are much more willing to vent spleen uncomgtructively.

My question to Gary and to you is; what are you doing to make sure that next
year we get a batter result??? If you do not have a positive sanswer to that one,
then I hope you will let thosne who do have s positive snswar do the talking.
Frankly, I hope you dg have & positive snswer to that quemtfon. The more
people are concerned amd volunteer to help wirth this sward, the better things
will be in 19285, I[f I had my druthers ((brief pause am the editor recalls
him participation in a high achool production of Li'l Abner, from which ths
expression "if T had my druthers’ ism taken)}, this would have besn the "John
Koning Award”, but T wasn't asked. (Yes, T wear certainly flsrrered that Tom
Shaw and his crew thought so highly of me,) Be that a# it may, I would like
to see things go really well next year because the good writers in the hobby
desarve recognition like this, My concern now is all the unnacessary and
wnptoductive caxrping and criticirzing that will inevitably go on.

And that goea for the hobby in general. We spend a lot of Lime attacking
and villifying each other, and some of it recently has Eeen so nasty that I
question whether a “good healthy feud" i6 even possible any wore. It would
be oo much better i1f we could spend that energy snd time constructively. I
realize that's jusat a uvtopian motfon on my part...thara sre some people In
the hobby who really relish the nastiness snd others who don't want snything
done unmless thay can control it., See how pleely I avelded names? Anywmy,

T don't mse why that should limit the people of good will in the hobby. And
that is the key: good will, the enpacity to lonk past minor Hlemishes to
what's good and sound undernesth, We all have a problem with that...I dao,
you do, &fc....but it is something we need very badly and sre going to need
snore in the future.

End of sermon.

({First, I don't think that I have any particulsar problem looking
past blemishes to sas what's good beneath. I wean, T like wome of the
,mont fallible membars of the hobby, and I can’t think of one hobbryier
for whom I feel strong dislike. WNWor cam I think of a single hobbyist
whom I would call a “wicious hatemongsr™ or "“charmcter assssein”.
BEe the Walker Award, I have a few comstructiva suggestioms. Allow
more time for nominations, by afnouncing the nominption desdline far
in advance., If the award 18 to be for the best pisce of writing, restrict
the nominees to individuml pleces of writing. (Thus, Dlsen counld be
nominated for a particular press releass bot not his press ia generalg .
. pDel Grande conld be nominated for a particular episode of DipHarx bufnr“' blﬂmr‘!
inganeral.) Otherwine, thare's no way you'll get all the voters to pead
all the vominess, Can you imagine trying to package all of Bob Olsen'e
press releawes for a yesr togathar and send them out to votera? BEven
with this resteiction, you mshould stil]l be prepared for the poasibility
that the nominees will take up 10-20 pages. I can't imagine the publishar
of a 12 page 'rine being willing to reprint 20 pages worth of Walker



el il sk

T m——— T

—— bty -

NFA #23sey

Award nominees in his 'zine, espacially when 90 of his readers would have
sasn the nominess in another 'rins. And, iFf every small publisher usams
this reasoning, wirtually no publishars will carry the nominess. My
suggestion: pur put a emall ona—timn "zine (name it after some ficrdonal
placa wirth an wnepellabls, unpronowncsbls name, 1ike you always do) chat
would carry the nominees for the Walker Award. Make the 'sine available
at cost, and put ballots In tha "zine, The ‘zine wouldn't c¢ost more than
a buck or tweo, and I sxpect most pesople would be willing to part with
that peltry sum for the chance to read the 3 (or 7 or wvharevar) bast
articles of the year. It wouldn't ba an sct of charity -—— they would

be gerring their woney's worth and mors. And, alk we publishare would
have to do is plug this ons—-tima *xzine, which we could aisc do well in
advance 1f we Tmew it vas coming.})

Bob Olsen 1 .a outragedit] ((He aven punctuatas his sentances
like Eathy!il}) Your wicious personal attack on me was certainly the most
aspvags YPA I have undargona in the last thres houra! To inminuate, to sven
hint that I sm a Byrne toady —— shocking. I barsely know the woman. To suggest
thut she Las sny infludince over we ie pstently ridiculous, and 1I'l1l axpact a
full retraction on the front pags of the next issus of Hewswesk. I'm my owm
man and don't you forget it. Im Fact, Huffin herself says I'm a real independant

tﬂr L] . -

(({immm,,.let ma gat cur my copy of the Gary Coughlan Ihassurus
{companion—pleace to the Dick Martin nu:r.mn-g;. I was here that "barely”
mazne the same thing as “without sny clothes oo™ and “kngw” means the
sane thing 2 “have sax with™. Wow, what wvaa that sbour you “barsly
knowing® Eathy?}) .

Since I know that you have basn coancerned witch the matter of Dick
Martin, 1 hsve important news for you. I have just received an unconfirmed
report that the Ten Lost Tribaa of Israsl have been sighted in Martin's
nose. Thia iz Jafinicely tha biggest Hartin-nosd-news of the yesr. I think
it's pratty obvicus st thie point that in view of the large mumber >f animals,
pecple, ete. living in Dick Martin'a nose, we must recognize Dick as one of
the hobby's most important custodians — and I hope that evarybody will deal
with Martin in a scothing and friendly mannér, lest hs get his Hobby Nosa
Custodianehip ocut of joink, ((I'm just trying ro imagfne Dick and Julia's
courtships "Ch, Dick, your nose 18 80...80...80 oustodial”™. Who says romance
im daad?)}

I guess I'1ll throw my 2¢ in on the "Sandy Ego™ matter. Moriturl te
salutapus. When I firatc resad the piece, 1 assumed that it had been written

someons othar than Rod Walker, and thet the byline had inadvertantly been
lefr off. I rathar thought that Larcvy Pasry (my guees for the author) had
& thing eor twe to taach Jism-Boob Burgess aboub toadying, buc 1 was wrong.
Imagive my surprime when 1 found gut who actually wrote ik.
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I auppone the rationsle for ruonlng such pleces ia to bring the poatal
end of Diplomacy to the attentiomn cf pecple who aren't acqguainted wicth ft °
tla number of DW's gubscribers are involved in face~to-face, not postal,
Diplomacy)), and this, pex me, is not s bad idem. However, a novice who sends
away for Erebwon will find himself presented with a 'zine which rwns a couple
of games and nothing else aside from repulsive rehashes of EBig-Bad-Caruec-and--
Eyrme—Are—-Picking-on-Me ~- the "zine of late conelsts of nothing bur Feuding,
and 1gn't likely ro win the postal hobby many friends. As for the cevived
Costaguana, T haven't seen i, but T underatsmd it to be & humble and
unpretentious warshouse 'zine with a couple of games, and that's ir. HNothing
wrong with that, f£'s an honest snd honourable way to publish, but again this
im not the thing to 1lospite & novica. Whar thege "zines wore like way-back-when
im really irrelevant: are these rtop ‘rinas now?

{{Ho, they're nowhere near to baing the top 'zines mow. But, 1
think you're being a bit hatrd on Exehwon. It's not axactly my cup of
tea, efther, but it does contain more than feuding and weaping about
Caruso snd Byrmne, Rod often hag cleéver cartoons and covers. Alsc,
he tries to have a humossrous 'eine, GCranted, most of it isn't a sort
of humour that 1 particularly like, but (as T know all too well) you
can't please everybody in the comady businesns.))

If there's going to be a plug of & postal 'ctine, there ar¢ certaimly
plenty of good ones to choose from, Just look at the latest Runestona Poll
—-- Europa Express has now been Number Oné thres years in a row, an vnheard-of
achiievement, How, sdmittedly, Gary Coughlen needs another plug 1like I
need snother 1903 alimination or a VPA from you, but who deservem m plug
more? Of course, a policy of plugging the winner might lesd to a Jot of
repitition if Gary coutinues selfishly to hog the glory (these Southerners...

the man is dug in at the top spot like Robert E, Lea in the worke of Richmond. ..)

but thers are plenty of demerving 'zines —— mayba the "zine that showsd moat
iwprovement 1a the poll, or the top freshman 'rine, or whatever. But fpeo

facto, we do novicea a disservice with an tndifferent attitude of caveat
emptor,

((I don't rteally like the idea of basling snything ¢n Fumsstcons
Poll results. The reistiomship betwesn quality end poll-placing £s
weak at best, .
If the purpoae of Rod's reviews is to introduce new people to the
best of the hobby'm 'zines, I mgree that he's reviewing the wrong "sines.
But, I really don't know wvhat Rod®s purposs 1s...))

I am encloaing a copy of something that appeared in Diplomacy Digest,
f7/8, Jan-Feb 1978, concerning the mattar of Rod Walker ve. Corden Anderson.
Having this stuff on record can be 30 smbartassing...it may be true that Walker
44dn't “run Anderson put of the hobby” or whatever the phiase was, but I beliave
that whether ir error or not, Carusc's smtatement was an honest opinion honestly
mrrived at, and this whole big anit about it strikes me as completaly phony,
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{(The Diplomacy Digest article quotes Rod Walker as eaying, "...7Tt
saama to me that Anderson has bedn given move tham sufficient opportindty
to secae his orgy of self-sesking, ati-goeial, hatemongering behaviour.
There i8 mo couse to encourage him further. I urge all publishers to
ceage trading with El Conguistador...™. At the pime (1976), it appears
that a subatantial part of the postal Diplomacy hobby shacred Rod's view
of Gordon Anderson,)}

Archives are such fun at rimea...l balisve that what John Caruso is
referring to in ™Halker cslled me a fascigt"” was the following 1little gem,
from Tha Voice of Doom 57, 1/26/82, page 15, a letter From Walker to Caruso
reproduced there: " You are not yei Il Duce of poetal ﬁgzﬁcy) Jokn, sc
pilease do not try to tall me what I may or may not publieh.

{(I juat figured cut the context of that quote, 1 think. Rod Walker
publishes a liat of "zines with game opsnings, quits & useful service.
John Caruso had sasked that Rod not list game openings from Whitestonis
(Jolm's *zine} since John didn’t want sny "new blood' fn his “zine.
1ika many publishers, he wanted to limit the wize of him cireculation.
Rod published John's game openings snyway, for ressons which had nething
to do with the deaire to be an asashole,))

As you can plainly ave — guod erat demongtrandum — Walker did not call
Caxuso a Fawcist, since Walker is clearly unawaere that Benico Hussolini was
weferred te as "Il Duce', and that Mussolinl wae 8 fascist (he's also unmaware
that people remember What he saye, but that"s another story...). Clearly,
rather than a referencs to Carusc'’s political leaninge, what we have here is
meraly an ethnie alour {{(John Caruso is Italisn)), reacism Iif you Iike. HMHayhe
ha shenld hees gettléd for fasclem? .

{{Your letter confirme what I had suspected: that Carus? got scme
things wrong, but stated “honest copinions honestly arrived at®. (il.e.
he wasn't deliberatioly attempting to decelve anyone.} As for the "I
Duce” quote, Rod gesmam to think that linking non—fasciets to fasciou 1=
ethical and bosourcus, whereas I regard it as nelther.))

lﬂhﬂ Boardman Theoks for sending me the two copiss of No Fiwed

Address, (And beet wishes in your naw one,)

Actually, I find I s not avfully interessted in vhat bats currently
inhabit Fod Walker's belfry. It has been my sxperisnce, over the past 15
yesrs, that Just about every major problem in postal Diplomacy started because
somecne pald strention to somerhing that Rod Walker said. If people would
stop doing this, we'd have a 1ot friandliier and more snjoyable hobby.

Stay well,

{(John Boardmsn, for those of you who don't know, is the foundet
of the posatel Diplomicy hobby. He has had many.,.er...um...sncounters
with Aod Walker over the past 20 years, He, like Mark Berch, has receilved
s lot of courtesy coples of NFA, becmuse pecple keep memtioning him in
their letters.))}
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_:::fm - ) Intrepid guérrilla publisher prepires
N to atrike at the "Sang of A",
%} (by Arthur MajJoor)
T~

Steve Arnawoodian Ones thing I'11l say for Rud Walker, he Lw
persicrent (as well as beging long winded)., wWey back when, likes March of this
year, John Caruso wrote in Whitegtonis that Rod Walker condenwmad Gordon
Anderson and that Gordon was ve-entering the Diplomacy hobby and wae should all
be 1ike Rod and welcome him back with open erms.

Rod does not sgree with that statement. To sttempt to ghut Rod Walker
up, below are statements taken [rom Diplomacy Digest 6/7, where Mark Berch
quotes from Walker's Erehwon ({Actualiy, he quotas Scott Rosenberg quoting
Rod Walker.))}

It makea litele difference 1F what Rod claime ig trus or mot. The point
1s he weat after Gordon Anderson.

{Olsen tellas me he gent you the asme stuff. Tf you'd rathar princ
his,k ic'*s OK.}

Encloeed is 8 35 sub. {({I'd hate to accuse you of being a liaxr {(firsc
&tep towarda becoming a viclous hatemonger), but you did mot enclose any money!})

-
———— R

P ety -
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Ed Wrobel four blatent attempt to geite control of the Hobby Letter
Typing Custodianship by printing the names of your correspondents im BIG letters
will not go unrewarded. You alread have a seni-professional "stat"™ of my name,
25 T can ssve your severml wminutes by wriring once again, and there's pleaty of
potential feud material for me in HFA soc I won't need to spend much time writing
a lecrer ap long ae wone aothers. {Not to pmention ma amusing and of Interest
to your readers.)

Congratulaticns on becoming the ptrong man of Canadisn Diplomacy (Canbip)
through decres, It's always besat that way; no one can accuss you of f[asciam.
Speaking of politice, I'm plessed Lo sse Matuschak coming out of the autheritarian
closat. The Burrard”s Bragth has long bheen a bastion of glorificationm of "The
Third Refch™ ((i.m. it contains several "Third Reich” games, just as NFA
conteins peveral Diplomacy games)) and it"s high time that the larger Canadian
hobby took cognizence of this burgeoning threat to high-spanding welfare
Btatism, especially while droppiug hints that one is due to anter the extremely
thin stmosphere of upper middle class legal fictign. It is surely & tribute eo
Adam Smith that capitalist soclety reserves its greatest zewards to those whe
ure most effective mt confusiog others -- lawyers and advertlsers come to alnd —-
while making a contribution that is of guestionsble waleve, ({(The “greatest
rewards” currently go to those who asre extremaly successful ar entertaining
others {actors, musicians, athletes) or at cresting waslth for others (venture
cupitalists, corporate exscytives, encraprensurs), Thelr rewards are paid by
those whoe dom't question the value of thedr contributions.)) TYour own graphic
depiction of Matuschak's nasel deoppings, teplste with gravity-prene arrows, can
only serve to digseminste guch obfuscatory class-dependent inaquities. And you
call youtself a ribtickler! ({(When??)) Better we should ereet a confiscarory
PipTax to fond Martin'e game ressrve than submit to Futtonesque power plays.
Perhape, you'd like te reveal precisely what was provided teo that unknown
person of the fessle persuasion to inglude you an a member of the ruling
Diplomatic croika? What an abaurd nociom??! Obviously, sha is not appralsed
of tha notion of the South Coast Clique, the cne true asntre of sescret power
i the hobby. {((It"s not very secret sny more, iy 1t?)) Tha SCC has now
bocome #o full of €(...}) itmelf that it has dered to flpmt publicly its
nose at you, dear reader,

{{Let's pratend that E4d broks up the paxagraph hare, since what follows
balonge in its owvm paragraph.}) A quick glance at the *832 DipCon Comnmiltes
papers desmonstrates the ashesr gzll of leader Mario Bavibaldi {of th= south
coanst of the mighty Potomac, who stated emphatically that there will be ne
discuswion of where rhe money goes —— "Hona"), assoclate Frederick Davt
{south comnst of social Darwinism) vho sagerly agreed to packing the DipCom
Society meeting with supporters for Detroit) and sx-officio Punners. World
{mouth cosst af the west cosst, who reminded Baribasldf & bave to have Bear—Ants
appoint him ss parliawentarian and pointed out the need for cacrsful floor
msnagepent ., ineluding mazasging appearances of disagreement among The Threa).

{{again, let's break up tha paragraph bare. Ed, you szem to bPe trying
to be funoy snd attack pecple st the sama time, pnot an sapy task, and one
at which you fall, If you have a genuine came, it ig ridicvlcus to hide
your charges behind pseudonyma. {(About as ridiculous ag if I, may, marked
a letter coafidential and sent ik out to all my subseribere.} If you don't
have a case, your remarks are no less 1fbalous for heing velled by
transparent psaudonyms., )) -
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This ia the origin of the In-Six joke, although, yes, thera are only
3 {(mia))onsmed hare —— the other threa being soc incredibly secret that to
name them publicly can only result in & barrage of felonioum, though vague,
thieats. Thum, Ms. Carson's conspiracy theory ia not only naive but slaao
completely devold of even oblique refarencey to reality, knowm or unknoown,
for—print or not, Unbeknowmet to Mark Lusdf (apparently), I am indeed the
Carget of these prominent papparagzi; hance, the vital Iimportsacs sttached
by certain gamesmasters t1 u cleis to Wrobel-favoured zinaghip, even if 1t
has to be matablighed by a bogus poll. Further, it has bean asserted by some,
including the titular head of the Washingron Area Retinue of (Tacitly) Highly
Organized Gamesters, thet I am indeed the gecret guiding band of rhat esteemed
quadl-prganizacion,

n:yo?d all that, kudos on your cogent gaspcnses to Rod "Golden Age
Cuscodian®™ Walker, "The Dippy Horror Show™ (lovely lips1), and, to Ms. Carson,
for her incredible photo-essay of humourous Canadiaus. As Wy favourite 'cine’s
editor afght write, "hyork, hyork”,

T PUZZLES?-

This tasue's purzle im diFferent from my other puzszles. [t is an acrostie,
and the clues are words from the punch linas of jokes. Som& of the jokes
are quire old, so I &xpect most of you wiil have heard them bafora. A couple
of them I deliberately made easy. It sesms to me thar 1f you know many jokea,
you will find this purzle easier than my cryptic pussles.

Joke #7 im guite good, but 1f you're like sy mother you may went Co cross
it put and try to smolve the purzle from the ather 9% jokesa.

S free igsues bo ohe randomly—selacted person who submits the correct
quote. An extra free issue 1f you guess the correct author; yst ancther
free f{sauve If you corractly ldentify the work this quote is taken from. 1T
Don Del Crande wants, I'11l gilve away his 5 issues for the last puszle as a
second prize for thie purzle.
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A
1. A guy lost his entire leaft aide /
in a car secrcident, It was i'
touch-gnd-go for a while,
bur he's . €3.5,3)

2. What would you do If your nose 4 "__L:_L_{_:r_f
was on ntrike? ...{6) FEL B3 35 13 S4 B?
3. What 8o you get Lf you pour ¥oql o E£0% 5
boiling water down a rabbit 2 67 35 173 &7 62 24 19
hole? ...(3,5,7) ' _u{r_ P ES
KT 31523 26 1
&, What's brown and aits on = T S T
pianc banch? ... (10,4,8) 4% 74 46 8L 2z &7 73 20 59 24
P S S S R VLA L A
zr% 15%0 10 5173 57 @ 36 52 22
5. A converastion between two E_i w T g R
married men: - T5 T3 “EE’E
A: My wife im an angel, i ] = i VoL
#: You're lucky, ...(2,%4,2,5.5} %ﬁu 28 69 % 60 fff 73 79
6. The nun at a Catholic school _l"_.__:i _”_______ T A e
asked her grade five atudents 29 89 61 1 50 24 87 42 6 22

what they wanted to do when

they grew up, ©One girl said, "I went ko be a prostitute”. “What did you
say?" asked the nun, shocked. "A prostiktute,”™ replisd tha girl, calmly.
"Oh, thank God!™ said the nun, "I thought you said you wanted to he

‘ 1!»*“ (ln)
e * - - - L,
7. Mickey Mooss Was In court Lrying - _“_____;"___:_ o S VISR
to get a divorce from his wife Fil T z B4 9 BOG6E T 62 31 71 70

of many yeara, Mionnie. The judge

snid, “Im sorry, Mr. Mousa, but I can't give yoo a divorce just because
your wife im insane.™ "Rut, your homour,” replisd Mickey, "1 didn‘t
may sha wae crary. I eald she wvas ..." (7,3)

8, Jesum returned to Eayth, walked _Lg__:__ T A T G A
intc a hotel, put a handful of 75 39 35 10 76 39 29 71 &7 2
nails on the counter, sud ashed Il A S A
the innkeeper, “can you ...," 40 45 B5 6B 72 56 2 B1
3,2,2,3,3,%)
ent with EN -% QD @_u__E. L A
9, A acientist was =xparinm ing i iR %% 62 37 &9 S5 & 90

a machine to ralss or lower 14Q.

He scoldentally turned the
setting to IQ 20. He i-nad.iatg_ly switched off the pachine snd asked the

test mubject, "are you OK?", The subject smiled and replied, "..." {(3-4.4,5)

- [t
10, Sam was = good egg —- whenever 4 f_f’_u____"__ P
you told a joke, he ... (7,2} T2 %7 5141 63 3 55 88 29
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" N ot FTAT! oW Thia issue, I'm going
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13. Tha ocism -/mrr fwurith yuar {6) o from last 1...1"‘. Fll'ﬂl.-
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3.

&I

doEyEL- 2

Sody puiefinar”ofact tor 3T To the Left, we bave
surh [or 2o we u..rf?;y 'ili' T ar lagt issua l; FUII].-,
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WAIST. The literal definition 18 "body part’. "dBot good for moch' ia
a definition of waate, which sounds 1ike ugipt. The worde "{or o we
hear )" indicate that this s a homophone {sound-mlike) clus,

RETIRING. This 1a a double definition clua. "Hodeat" ia a definition of
ratiring, as ia "response to reduced inflation™ (if tha inflarfon of your
car tires 1s reduced, you will re-tire your car). ¥Yes, this wvas nasty,

WOODWIMDS, The literal definition 15 "“par:t of = large band". "“Lumber™
means "wood", and “crooka™ means "winds” (‘to crack' means "to wind').
This gives wood + winds = wooduwinds.

REGUEST. The Iiteral defilnition is "ask™. "Aboukt' means "re", and "a ssarch™
means "quast®. This gives re + guest = requeakt.
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5, WATWARD, The literal definition is "unateady™, A "path” 1ia a "war", and
“the hospital?" indicates "ward”. This gives way + ward = wayward.

6, THIRD DEGREE, Thiwm is a doubla definition. An “interrogation™ is the
third degrea. Aleo, u PhD is ugsually the thind degreg ocoa gers, following
2 bachalok"s degrec and a4 masters degree.

7. AT WIT'S END. The lirteral definition is "beyond comprehension”™. (If you
are gt wit's onud, you are beyond comprehenslon.} "Death of s feol” ig
a dafinicion of a tit¥s end, which {s a homograph of at wiifs and.
{i.e. it contuins the same leattarm, in the same order.)

8. ORWELLIAN. The literal definiticon is "concerning this year"., {This year
1s 1984, and anything concerning 1984 gould be conaidered Oreeilitarn.)
Orwellion 1s an anagram of "in lower L.A.". The word "confusioan" indicates
that this fa an anegram clue.

9. BEAFMOTH. The literal defiunition 1s "giant™. ™Haiti"s capltal™ ia, of
course, “H" {the cepital lectsar In "Haiti™),. A bed snd a moth are n
pair of inmects, This givas besa + moth (with "h" in) = behemoth.

i0. BUFFEES. This is »n double definition, Peopla who work with polish

- ("polish workers") ecould be called bufférs. Alsa, buffere are
thock-whsorbera, Thus, they are "explofted (i.e, used) in shocking
comditiona™.

11, ANATHEMA, The 1iteral! definition is “detested"., "All articles by wother™
Tefers to the thres English articleg {(an, =, & the} beside mother (Ma).
This gives an + a 4+ tha + ma » anathsms.

12. INFESTATION, The iiteral definirion is "a lirtle too much™. The word
fine 1is snagrammed ("cracked”) to fnfe. The ssat (locatiom) of & train
is & station. This gives infe + station = infestablou.

13, SEASON, The litergl definirion is "every fourth yewr™. (Every quarter
("fourcth™) year is a season,) "The ocean” is alsc known a8 tha "sang".
Thia gives gens + pn = scason.

14, ALE. The 1iteral definition is "beer". "Trouble™ 4p a definition of
ail, which souhds 1like ald., The words "you sey" indicate thact thias
1a » hosophone {(sound-alike} clue.

The important thing to remember with amny cryptic clus (s that you can
divide it by drawing a line in the middis of the clue. 0On one side will be
a literal deftnition of the word; om the other side will be the cryptic part
of tha tlue, which gives you another way of arriving at the same thing.
(Cryptic definitlon clues, as in the previous purzle, are an exceptiom to rhis
rule,) Sometiwes a short word (e.g. "of”, "is", "are", "with", ™'a" (short
for "is™} will ssparate the two parts of the clue,
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Terrible Moments in 3port s4: “cowboys amd Steers”

This is the story of the one time in my life that I got what could be
described @ an athiletic finjury. Ko, I did not break my nack skifng, or
twist my ankle whon 300 football players piled on top of ma, #Ho, T injured
myself in an unconventional sport that has never gained wide populscity:
Teowboya and stears”.

Let me take you back to grade three. Hot your grade thras, but mine,

In grade thréee, we played a number of games tlhat one particulsrly creative
member of out class had fnvented. Thesse games all showed gigna of having

heen invented by somecne who, however creative and intelligent, was atill

under 10 years old.

Thare are two sspects of "eowboys and ateers™ which point put cur Lfgnorants
of ranch 11fw as it really ie. Firgt, ocur game took no account of what a
asteer really is (i.e. how it differs from a bull}., In retrospect, this is
probably just as well, They atill had corporal punighment in thoos days and
ond surd way tc get a couple of spankings was to attempt to parform the
bull-to-steer vperation oo one of your clagsmates. Aleo, filve or six yvears
later, when he began to realise the full fmplications of his preteanding to
be & steer, & very sngry young man would come locking for all his former
playmaten.

The other major area in which reality wada left in the dust Is the ratio
of cowboys to steers. I1I'"11l adeit that I haven't done such ressarch in this
subjact, but it seemg to ma that the ratio on real ranches could beat be
degcribed am "many ateers, few cowboys", Our rench, by contrast, was a parody
of trade union fearharbedding: many cowboys, one ateer.

Whenaver wa played tha game, one of the same few peopls ended up bhaing
the steer, Some people, T guess, are just well sguired to the role of
bovine castraro, Teachers know this. They can look at s group of children
and say, “trhis child would make & good doctor; this child would make a good
lawyer; this chlild would meke a good sieer™,

Unfortunately, back then I didn't know what I know now about the division
of labour, nor did I fully taks into conpideraticn the fact that the "steeca”™
had wiliingly volunteered. To me, egaliterian that T was, it secmed s grave
"gacial injustice™ chat some people alwaye had to ba the greera, whila others
always goft to be the cowboys. It only masped fair thet I ghould rfake wy furn
at being a atger, too.

Now, many of you have e€en me do stupid things in the past. But, I don't
think any of you have eren me do anyithing half as stupid ss volunteering to
be & steer. Even now, my physique doesn't dloepire fear Lo the hearts of
men; in grade three, my physique didn't inspire fesr in the hamrts of most
saall rodentsm,

The end result is that I waa piled on by a mob of third gradea ganchos,

I got torn lizameata in my leg, and ranch simularicns ware thencaforth looked
upon with great disfavour by the achool administration.
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This is PI, the #1 Intermational roving subzine, probably bechuse its
the OHLY Internztional roving subzine. Its put out by me, John Caruso,
pnd Af you cere towrite, Jjust send your moterial to 160-02 43Ave Flushi:
NY.1135%8,; and this, besic funloving, down toc earth, OK pguy will print
- your gtuff, It deoasn't matter whe you are, I will print {aur words, nand
you can even requast where your materisl appears, publigher willing.

This isgue of FIN 1s making a return sppesrence in HFA, Steve Hution's
exoellent product, 1 hadn't planned +o come back here so soon, but Red
Walker makes any other option impoesible to me, You’ll ses why in B mimate
I hate this having to snawer this nonsense, agaim,. Wfhen are paople going
to realize that the nongenee in FIN, ygually ip, ponsensel Oh well, ...,

. I 41dn*t even mention Rod Walker's name in tasue #20, yet Eod went on
his merry little way attacking me end agreaﬂing the Walker-Anderson affais
into NFA. 8Since wa are in the process of resoclvl our 8ispute thru an

ombudsman, I am not at liberiy to dlecuss thie matter hers. X am obliged
by - cal belief to not diecuss this matter publiceally, when I've
* mada a R{

siron omise te Gordon to mot discuss it publically, end that
it is in the Adslicate position of being resclved by Aan ombudsmmm. I tru
hope thet Rods flamboyancy doesn't in any way, injur, impede or upset al
together, $the ombudeman proceedings, or the work of %hu ombudamen. Howeve:
I will be heppy to commant to your resmders, once the ombudeman's deoizion
Aand solution ig made,

However, pleage note, I object girongly %to Rod Walker spreading this
matter to yeot another z§¥e Eﬁblicaégii while enrared in en errecd upon
ombudeman route, o after he ed 2% resclving it griVn#EIr.

I stond corrected by 3Jteve on my Highfield remsrk, tTho, what lkind of
waterisl mupt be ted for the resder to be teo the right of Fugsiliniv
Yan; I alsp made e remarks about Highfleld es Wonlker nuoted from i¥l. Dic
I ever deny it7 Put where aid T mention Freciste in my remarks in DJY aif?
wihg does not neccepaarily meen Fasoiosm. And where did I sboy it wos "wror;
for iniker 4o wae his references to Pescisots end Fasclom? Tulte the contrr
I arreed with Welker. Heres my cuwotes from NFA 19 from Flki- "tut he:a n1lo
to do thetv pnd "And you({{Steve}) are way ouf of 1line to even auestion ni:

I oould alwayas get n statement from John Boardman about Wnlker*s "llerr
Dolttor® references,; but Walker may Jjust use 1t as an excuse to pitsrciy, o
or Diecredit Johm, or perhrps aven secy thrt John's words mean nothinG. bo
I'1l1l abethnin on whother Wrolker meant Nazl's or Commanist®e, the r leoi of
people asnngcointe the Soviet Union with Communiem, and Uermany with ¥Fraciss
contrnry to what Rod linlkér told the renders. -

lHowever, I shall accept Wolker dere— enclosed ig™dccumented proal™, =
letter from .felker to me, printed in YOD 57 1/726/82- "You mre not yet 11
Tuze of postal Diplomacy, John,". Now, Lo ruote the World Book Enc. Idecus
twica~ "Il Ducet The title of Benito Mussilint as head of the Fascint:s cl
Italye It meang "The Loader'" and "Yet: At some time in the futurci helor
rll is over or donej eventually; ultimately'". The word "yet® in ‘rldler’'yg
ussFe ebove, 18 very lmporten¥, since I'm not yet Il Duce, it inferc that
I'm trying to be. In order to attempt to be the ader of the Masciots, o
mist firet be A Fasclet, Rod inllcer owes me an apology for saying thrt my
orrlginal gtatement "is san outrisht lie.* I consjider Welker's own lotter i
YOI, and The World Book BEnce, DMetlopery constlitute "irrefutsable proof™,

Tontt you Steve? Accurate encush Steve?
I didn't vent to pget into &6 noges like Vielker did last month, #8 your

pprioe is more veluable than to wrste on this nonsense. You hnve beiter
Lhines to diocuss, like Di. gl Rod used the bettar part ol 2% ywres on
e, I scarealy used 8 page to respond. (Copimisms ard Tpha Carean’s))



#1372
arch #1ISTY ege 2 of Fan Go)

we dlan*t gat to Kanelon, nnd I'm ~ssuming that you didn't eithex

Steve. Ken and Joan were over at the end of duly, thoe thoeilr visit weas
leas than graat, what with Joan belng under the weather. Ken tzught me

e couple of new card gamea, which I prompty mastered. Eriec EKane snd John
ferpuson popped over for a few hours. You knew fAric, Xen forgot to get
pictures of you Aand Joln. Thy don't you send them & picture of each of
you. % ?n?e ona of you Eric, tho it isn't the greastest; btut I don't hove
one o chil.

Stove you already Xnow my nosition on Rod- talker'as full psge eds in DY,
I feel its hie zine, #nd he can do whatever he wanta with it. I still think
the publiphers "gapeclal preferences” takes precedence tho. Nothing wrong
with that, for an independent publication.

Gec, I haven't aaid thie in a long time, but NFA does keep getiling better
end better. And mow even a lively letter columm. How d0 you do it? I'1l

bet thet your letter column picks up for next month s well, Eepeclally
with that "The Di;p- Horror Show". I know it was intended in fun, but I

cEén See pome pecople getting sll bent out of shape over it. The ocnly off-
enaive pert uf‘tﬁe whole thi wea the omitting of me, AGAIN, from ancther
pley. ‘hnt*a the matter? Aren't I & good role paraonaiity? 56 1f anybody
comnlrina, just point out to them that they c¢ould have been trested like
John Carusgo, and abused by being IGNORED, AGAINI .

¥ill bs roing to Puagefon in o week or po. Should be a pood time for
nll, what with the "In-6" pasailny it up. Litile Ao the pooplo of Dipdom
renlize that there 18 a new "In-G6%, conaisting of thae followings—~ John ’
Czxusce, Kathy Byrne, Steve arnawanainn, Diclk and Julie HMartin and, of couree
the 8i¢r Man himself, BRod Walker. So 5 of the new 6 will be present at
Pudgecon, but we suthority fo speak for Rod as wall.

'#11 yon be here for Hew Year's Steve, or Thanksriving? e are having
cons et both times. In fact, you ere welcome for both. As mre all other
Crundisns, I wonder what we nre roing to do with all of the people. Bob
Olren plans to be the attraction at Thankspiving. Wa need a drawing card
for New Years. What with Jrnees ‘iocodaon busy with flying, end Gorxy nllepedly
nsed up all of his vocation already, not to mention hla extra cash, Dave
Crepar Keeps ballding, ond Steve and Daf move around more than you do. Hey,
moybe X can get & Bib NAKE out of the past, sort of like sn old timers
Byrnecon. e could try to ret Edji Birsen, Conred Von Hetzlta, Glen Ovarby,

I'"rien Bates, Ron Kelly, and meaybe I oan talk Dennie Agosta ond Dob Besrdsley

into showing up. Yorth e try? dmn, I wonder if enyone ever hears from fAndy
Cook angymore?

SPECIAL SECTION CANADIAN JOXE TIHE IN HONOR OF DAVE CARTER INFAROUS JOKER
Did you hear that there is & Bush on both teams?

its Jelly and the Beaver, back together againl

Thnt do you ¢all 1t when Reagan goes 0 alecp in the afternoon?
A obefF meetinsl

The Democrata slogan— You hseve nothing to feer but Reagen'a policies.
The Repulicane slogan— All kKondale cen offer you is faar,
The Communist glogen—~ e affer you peace pnd jobs.

I fuess this about wrrps up smother iacue of Fil, the 1 Intermntional

roving subzine. Due to the contents conteined within, I will accept rebuttals

to my positione snd will print them, if sent to me, in the =2ine of your
choice, if you prefer to fake it oud of Ni'A. Tske care and have fun,

IN SOLIDARITY ; e 'I:{qll'a'Fus ard Toha Gﬂ"‘ﬁ!ﬁ ))
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{({I don't really eee your point sbout mot having mentioned Rod Walker's
name 1o HFA #20. Of course you didn’t mention his name — you didn’t say anything
at all in NFA F20. Rod'a letter last issue was in respoust to things that I
said, 0ot to enything you said or didn't say.

L alego den't know anything about this ombudeman business. But, if it
meann that the two of you will stop talking about Gordon Anderson, I spprove.

* Tem, "a lot of pecople associate Lhe Sovie nion with Communism, and Germany
with Fasciswm', bur that doesn”t mean that Rod 1s linking a person to Fawsclsm
if he calls that person by s German namel T mean, I{f he called you "Sawerkraur”
or "Hienernchnitzel”™ you'd have a hard time convincing people that he was linking
vou to the Bazisl! pRod's offense wasn't linking Boardman to Fapcism, but
repeating decades-—old in-jokes that nobody sril]l slive woyld ger,

Hg, Rod didn't call you = fasefsr; yas, he did come closs. 1 alsc dom't
think that to attempt to becOomse leader of the Fapcists, you must Firat hbe a
Fascist {though it wouldn®t hutt).

I di4 go te KaneKon and had a great time.

I mey wake it down for Thanksgiving Byrnecon. It would bha nice to got
to mest Bob Olsen in person., I'm definirely planning on golng to the Rew
Yaara Bymrnecon., I plan to spend a couple of days at Bruxecom, then a couple
of days at Byrnecon, (Sort of like a child after the divorcse, «h?)

¢lad you 1iked "The Dippy Horror Show". Nobody'e objected go far. When
will T incleds you in one of Wy plays? When you cesss to b2 a bland, boring
nobody. 1 meatt, the Wway you avoid coatroversy thece's just nothing interesting
to say abouk you...})

Bons Mots

Some recent statements by Rod Walker (Id:udator tempories acti), publisher
of M%,r_ World (homi soif qui mal Yy pense) have left me, Frankly, ou bout
de mon latin, Seflor Walker has Faced criticism for the vay Diplomacy World of
all "rines is baing veed to promote ancther "zine. (Corrupfio optimi pessima.)
But, nil desparandum, Herr Walker has not been lefe speachless: to critica of
the Rod Walkar Award, he asys abiueus non toliit ustm. T'm sure moet of the
readers of NFA join me ic hoping that Monsieur Walkar will, in the future, treat
uf teo forelgn-lsnguage phrases ad kaiendes Graecas.,

Tarms

taudator tamparis apti - ons wha praisas the past

honi goit qui mal y penee - shame to he who thinks badly of Lt] motto of the
Order of the Gartar

au bout de mom Latfn - at the end of my Latin (at wit's end)}

corruptic optimi pessima = the corruption of the beat is the werst of all

nil despermudum - never despalr

abusus non tollit wsur - abuse dosgn't deny use (that someching has been
abused is no argument against using it properly)

ad kalendas (ragoae = at the Creek calenda (since tha Greeks had no calends,
this means "never™)



Camel Jokes

Submitted by Phil Dancause: The sexual dealres of the came] are sEronger
than anyone thinka. Oae night, in a fit of passion, & camel Lried to make love
to tha Sphinx. How, the Sphimx is made out of gandstone and rock that outcropw
on the Rile. Which accounts for the hump of the camel and the Sphinx's
fnacyutable amile,

Submitted by Bod Walker: In the dear, dead days of "What's My Line™, che
panel had been unahle to guess tha occupation of one particelar guagt, so John
Daley asked the wizened, browmish genrleman to reveal what he did for s living.
"I castrate camels,” he allowed. "Oh, my!™ interjected Dorothy Eilgallan, "dosa
that require any apecial technique?" "Oh, nwo, ma'm,”™ tha castrator stated.

"I just get a couple cof big rocks, creep up behind "em, and. . .WHAHT" Arlens
Francis was very puzzled., ™Why, doesn’t that hurt 7' she asked. ™"No, ma'wm, not
vaually. Only when they kick.™

Submitrted by both Rod Walker and Arthur Majoor (slightly different verslome):
A new Legionaiye was being introduced te the routine ¢of his fort in the far
hinterland. At one poloc, he was introduced to the swall fort's sole camel and
told that every Friday night lota were drawm for her use. “Her usal" he
inquired. "Of course,™ his sergeant told hiw with a wink and s leer. "After
all, thare sre no women in the Fort.” This revelation upset the young man,
who was of & rarher pedeatrian upbringing. He noted, however, tChat at least
che ¥riday night winners rode her out of the fort rather than taking her to,
aay, the barracka. That concession ro fastidiousneas gratifiasd him...all the
more ao Bince, as the weeks wore on, Fatima the camel began to look more and
more attractive, Then, one Friday, he won the locttery. Just &t dusk, as the
othars had done, he rode Farima out of the fort and into the dunes beyond.
Riding s ptudent distance, he dismounted and undertock to enjoy himself as
best he might, Finally, he rode her back. As he came up to the gate, the
sentry hailed hiw, "Whar are you doing back go early?' “EarlyT™ he inquired.
"Hell, man, you've only been gone an hour and the village is a good 40 minutes
Erom here by camell"

The [ollowing jokes were not asubmitted by anybody.

An Arab was wanderiag lost in cthe deserr, certain cthat he would scon
die, He deglded to have sex with his camel, but, wnfortunately, uas too
wedak to hold 1t down, He continued ro wander with the camel until he came
to a emall casias. A begutfful youpg woman came running ocut. "I am so
grateful you came by,” ahe aaid. "My wicked stepfathar sbandoned ma here
because I wouldn't let him have his way with me. 1If you will only rescue me,
I'11 deo anything you wapnt, Anything," "Great," said the Arab, "hold dows
thig camel for wme.,™

“"What do you do here for recreacion?” asked the new Foreilgn Leglon recruit.
This wam 8 wejor concern af his, because the Base was in rhe middle of the
degert, 200 miles from rhe nearesr town, and contained not a single woman,
"Hate 'e111 gunsger," safd the corperal, “you'll s=e.” Ar dusk, g large geng
waa aopnded and a thousand camels were relcaned from the corral into the fort.
The men chased them, fntent on having their way with them. "Why iz everybody
in such & yush," asked the recruir, "there are only a hundred men and a thouvsand
camels, more than engtgh to go around."” The corporal peplied, "no one wanteg to
get stuck with an wely cne.”
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L An error was made laer geason, Aka Jongeson should never have beon called
u to atand by, and thus should not haye taken over the position. The Austrisn
E adjudication should have resd as Follows:

Auntria (Cerry Van Alkemade, Greece? Ake Joneson, Sweden?}: NMRI A Bud H,
A Gal H, A S5er H, F Gre H, A Vie H.,

Tha standhy for Austiria ia Ake Jonsson, Mo othar country's movea were affected
by Austria®™s NMR. Certy 1is still cthe player of record for Austria.

I In addition to pointing ocut this error, Gerry ¥an Alkemade asked, "what happened

te A BUIDY Did Ake foCget to order i, or did Ronald forget to list 1t? I'd
1ike to imow; for, with itas additional support, A GAL-RUM mucceedg, and that
makes a bit of difference, T would say.™ T have no idea what Gerry is talking
about}; I think he must bhe confuased. It’s pretiy much frrelevant now, but Ake
orderad A Bud-Euwm, A Gl S A Bud—Fum, as both Ronald and I clearly ahowed in
our adjudicaciona,

Under the civcumstances, Y don’t think 1 can call on Ake to stand by again
for any country other than Austria in this gews. I hope I have cleared up all
of the confusion.

The deadline for Fall 1902 only (no builde) ia Ogtober 11. If eny of you
object that thies is not enough time, I'1! extend it to Novembar 15,

~BH.R.

WINTER 1904: A NEW PRESIDENT STEPS FORMARD IR FRANCE'S DARREST ROUR. ..

Austria (John Ellis): Bofld A Vie, A Tri,

England (Dave Linenln): Build F Lpl.

France (Pdilfgdd, ¢A2¢éF, Brivm): FMR! GM remowes F Ird, in accordsnce with
the rolabhook,

Cermany (Scteve Berrdgan}: Puild A Kie,

Italy (Prew Pomt): Build A Ven.

Rkussism (Bob Achesan): No adjustments.

The replacement for France ies Xevia Browm, Thies riee, wea did winter only, as=s
requested by rwo of the players. John Ellis hea bheen saving uvp for months and
finally cowe up with the money to buy hils very owm pestal code: MH3IC 1A9.

The deadline for Spring 1905 is October 1),

O TR
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Tha drav wad defeatedi
1 ¥Yea, Z Mo Vote=Yeg, 3 Ho,
1 NHE.

A concession to Germany
fias been proposed. FPlease
vote, Remeasbear no volte=yen.

Thae standby for Austria
is K&an Haget.

Congraktulaktjons are in
order for John Ellia who i#8
the father of a4 brand new
bouncing baby postal code.
ItE name is M3C 1A9, after
John's grandfather.

The deadline for Fall
1906 and the concasalon vote
1a October L1.

SPRING 1906: DID YOUu ENOW THAT THESE HEADLINES ARE REPRINTED EN DIPLOMAG?

_ Austria {Mike BEhli? ¥en Hager?): NMR! Will play one short. A Bud H (ret,..

r.-=Cal, Vie, OTB), F Tun H, A Tri H.

England (Kewvin Browm): A Ber H, F Plc-Engp (ANNIHILATED), F Lom-~HNth, F Mug-EBEd1,

France {John E1118): Build A Mar. A Mar—Gasm, A Pisa—~Ven, A Rom 5 A Ple—Ven,
F Tyrrh 5 A Rowm,

Germany (Ron Brown): A Bel-Pics, A Bre S A Bel-Pic, F Nth-Eng, F Bot-Swe,
F Dan—-Nth, F Hwy 5 F Den-Nth, A Hun H, F Kie H.

Italy {(pave Carter):s F Hap-Bom, A Ven 5 F Hap-Rom.

Russia {Dave Lincoln): F Eia rer —-OTB. Build A Mos. A SEP H, A Mos 5 A StP,
A War-dikr.

Turkey {(Paul Milewaki):; Build A Con. ¥ Gre-Alb, A Ser-Bud, A Rum 5 A Ser-Bud,
F Acg—Ion, F Smy—-Eas, A Con-Bul, A Sev-Ukr, F Bla-Sev,.

Press

France-Garmany: Take all the centres you went! You need them mote tham 1 do.

France-Head Anarchist:; If somecne fallas to submit ovders (unlikely as it
seems) do they count 85 yen votes for the draw?

Aead Anarchlgt—France: No. If there are ne "no™ votes and a player WMRs,
the dras fails but is automatically reproposed the next season. A
draw Won't pase when a player NMRs which means, of course, that Mensa L7
will mever end in a draw or concesaion.

Italy: What's so speclial sbout 14 NMRa and 15 different playersa? Dldn'c
Cuexrier's games always go that way?

Turkey-France: I had a horrendously disconcerring experience the other
day: after reading =my presa relesses, I realized L have been pretending
to be me,
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T ﬂ‘f.? The standby for Italy
S M {8 Bob Achamon.

F The standby for Rumsia
ia Piserve Touchette,
e
€ e The deadline for Fall
e c 1911 is October 11.
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SPRING 1911: RUSSIAN BEAR SLEFEPS, TGWORED RY FRANCE!

Engisnd (Craiy Regas): Bulld F Liverpool. F Bel-Nth, F Lpl-NAt, F Bre-Mid,
F Bat S A Swe, A Swe H, A Wy 5 A Bwa, A StF H.

Frence (Dave Lincola): A Livonis ret —OTE. F Tyrrh S ITALIAM F _Tun-Iom (NS0},
A Ple 5 ITALIAN A Ven, F Mid-Eng, F Bdi-Nth, F Nwg S F Edi-Nth, F Bal H,
A Den H, A Efe-Hol, A Ber-Kie, A Mun—-Bur,

Italy {Paula DodgeT? Bob Acheson?): KHMR! Will play one short.
F AMr H, F Tun H,

Russia {(Ralph Baty? Pisrre Touchette7): WNWHRI
A Si1 A, A Boh H, A Via H, A Trrolia H.

Turkey (Xen Aaget}t A Bul—Apu, F Aeg C A Bol-Apu, F Ion C A Pul-Apu, F Eas 5 F Ion,
‘FAlb B F Ion, A ITti B RUSSLAN A Tyrolia.

A Ven H,

A Livenie A, A Hos B, A Fkr H,

Presn

London-Paris: T can keep this center swiktching buainess for a long time, but
Ruseia will crush you.

Did ¥You hear that Ronald Resgan has chogen Vanasss Williass e2 his
running mate? The Republicanes think she's the only person who can lick Ferraro.
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Dave Carter (Prance, won): When I came in af a stabdby, France wvas in a mess,
but using my God-given Lyilliance and shrewd ractical advice from Bab
Acheson (he told me hia moves), I dyrove touwards greatnese, Plcking
England as my next target, 1 wroke to Peter Ashley and told hia I was
Boing to attack him. He promptly WMR'd out, Tha south was falrly atable
as both Ausctria and Turkey were Fighting each other for rthe hooour of
being my puppet. In fact, the only problem was when Paul Milewski ¢ame
to replace Aphley aa England., My lsmedlste vesponss was to Leave the
habby, but Acheson persuvaded me to Fight on for a while., My thanks to
Bob Acheson far his help and loyalty. To Paul, all I can do ia ask
I'm supposed Ffo mpologize for winning? Ieu't that what you're supposed
to dot

west Side Story

When I wae dowm in Great Neok, I saw a production of West Side Sta that
wae deseribed as "amateur™, Erioc Kane had to go besause his g gtrz T and
otherg ware involved with the production, and he dragged Kevim Stone aﬂd I along,
tog. Since EBrio’s friends were favcived, he did not feel that he oould give an
shjective raviaw of tha performance, at least not without police pratsatton. Ha
therefore committed me, in print, to producing ¢ review for thie isgue.

thfortinately, my mthsr- who hae defintte ideas about the amount of
viciouarness that 18 acﬂqptabls in reviavs af htgh school actors, ocaught wind
of thia gcheme. Wow, I peraonally think that I'm old arough that she ean't

apank me any more, but I really didn't wmmi to turm this inte a "test casa®.
Fartunagtely, bad came up with a ocowpromies solution: two reviews — ons for
Epia, mod one for Mom,

1. Am Pric Eane Wanted Me Eo Raview It

Tr all started with two borlng old men. They told the audience about
all of the wonderful things that were beidng done in Grest Mack to keep the
youth from rieoting, including thie play. Ona of them, namasd Myron {vho talked
and acted exactly 88 you would expect somecna named Myron to talk amd act)
amused the audience by placing the microphone about two micromaters from hia
mouth and shouting into it "can you hear mel". (He was fipmy, and they called
him Myron. )

Myron was followed by tha director, a Richard Siomons imparsonator.
He thanked people who had worked on the asts a I1ot, said "oh, come on" a
few times, and reminded the audience that this was nat a profassional prodececion.

Hia words were born out when the nychescra played rhe overture. This was
Followed by an avank-garde dance number., In traditionsl choreography, there
are two poasibilitien: either evarybody 15 doing tha game thing Iin the same
time, or they are doing noticeably different things. The choreographer of
this production turned tradion en its head by having the dancers do the same
thing in a slightly different time, rhus gkillfully creating the 11lusion of
incompetence.,
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This 11ilusion wae not mhetterred by the male lead as ha sang his first
song, " Something's Coming". WDespite the suggestive title, this song could
hardly be deacribed as orgasm-inducing. The actor whoe sang it was posaibly
the only cast member who was shle to sing in as many differant keys a8 cthe
orcheatre could play. PFarticularly effective was his sudden shift into a
paseudofalactrs volee when he had to reach the high notes. Logking arcund
at the smilep on the faces of the audienca, you could tell that they were
antertained.

The girl who played Marias, at firet mhowed signs of follewing her partner's
lead when she started ainging different notes than the orcheastra was playing.

It Iater becawe clear that the notes she was aingfog wers such wmore plessant
to listen to then the notes the orchestra was playing. Her duets with "Tony"
were rather pad. Her bamutiful voice hit mll the right notes; his voica,
which wouldn"t hava bhagn any great tyeat to listen to avem £f ha hit the
right notes, congistently missed,

"Touy" wam at laast as good sn actor as & singer, He aptly demonstrated
the lags f8 mord mchool of iInflection, Who could forget his leaning over
to "Maria" and saying In his sxpreasionleas monotona, "hut I have you™? It
pot one of tha biggeat laughs of che svening.

Fen Halpern, the aotsd Diploms player, did & competent job as Qfficer
Krupke. Unfortunstely, he wasn't :Eih up properly and ended up looking like
n ghost (Casper thes friendly policeman?).

- In euemary, tha orchestra was terrible, particularly the violin section
(wvhich containaed Eric's girl friend), Tha male lead should never ssa the
tnside of a theatye again, since ha ran naither act nor sing, and I'm inclined
to doubt his competanca to evenn be an gudience meabsr. Fen Halpsin was
pretty good. Some of the acting snd singing wan actually quite good, particularly
the femala lead"s., Alse, Lf Exic Fane sver offars to take you to s show, don’t go!

2, As My Mother Wanted Me ro Revigw It

1 recently eaw an smateur production of West Side Story in Great Neck.
Some parts of it might not have bean up to profassional standards, but =ll of -
the kids gave it their best, and you could tell that they all had s really
good time.

The orcheptra sometimes migsed a few notes, but they nNever gave op. It
replily wvarms my heart when T think of =11 those young people putting in =ll
those hours of prectice. While other kids ware out ou the streets beating up
cld people, or taking druge, or talking back to their parents, these kids
wexre working havd to gar ready for the bhig show.

The boy who played Tony was 8 real sweatheart. I mean, just by Looking
at his face, you could tell that he loved his worher wvery such.

And tha gir} whe played Maris had a really besuriful voice, You could
tell that she stuck to her singing lesscons instead of going gur and hawing
2 tesusge pregnancy like so many cther girls do thesa days. I'm sure sha
now knows that ahe made tha right decision, I hope that a lot of othar girls
in the andisnce will dacide ko follow her example.

In summary, these were a bunch of really wonderful kids who had = r=ally
good time. Sowme day, many of them will look back fondly on thias
as the firse time they appeared in a full-scale production. Whem they do, rhey
won"t rewember the mistakes that they made, or the hard work that they put
in, but the fun they had and the friends they oads,.
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Graffiti of the Gods by Blair Adamache

{a etucy of mysterioua phanomena in the traditian of Chariots o
the Gods and Gold of the Gods, whish really are soleniific sfudies)

Riming over the littered north ghore of Lake Ontario ia ome of the great
wondets of the Hew World: Scarborough Bluffe, an ave-inapiring sight of che
eame order as the tide of che Thanes and Pred's Caves and Glftatorium. Scarborough
iz a4 suburb of Toronto, Canada. It ia named for a ciry in England, which ig
also called Scarborough. 1Ism this & coincidence? If mo, it is the firg of
many “coincidences™ that ona encounters when making s study of the Scarborough
Bluffa.

Toxcento sits on the north shore of Lake fmtario, which 18 the most Inferlor
of the Creat Lakes. Scarborough lles to the east of Toronto, behind the
towering bluffs. Curiously, Scarborough ia not a borough at sll, but actually
one of Canada’s ten largest cicies. This would prompt some to change the pama
of Scarborough te Scarcicy, but as there is plenty of Scarborough to go arcund,
this has not happened. ({Scarborough is flgo kpown as "Scarberia™, for reasona
that are abvious to anyonae whe has sver lived therpe,))

The bluffe of Scarborcugh riae, in places, a apectacular 100 metres out
of the water. This natural vonder ie alsa the wite of an artificial wonder
that has baffled scientists, priests, learned men, snd sawage engingers since
the discovery of the New World hy Buropeans,

At the place in question, the bluffs stand a colosgal 70 merres above the
water. At the water's edge is a Bbeach approximately 2 metres wide, scyewn with
emptLy chempagne bottlea, the remaing of campfires, and desd fish, The heighr
of the cliffs at this point (deadly, but friendly) haa lad them to be chosen
by many am a place for suiclide. OFf those who have jumped, 1 can only ralate
tales of woe. Most have bhraoken g limb, or becone gtuck 1in the mud and been
forced to walr four Bumiliating hourg For the firemen to sarrive and raecue
them, Any who jumped and landed on the beach on rheir heads would surely suffecx
instantanecus death from a broken meck, cracked spine, oxr severa haead ache.

The place in queation is che site of the famous East Scarborough Water
Filtration Plant. Thia complex provides more-or-leass clesn water for & emall
perklon of Scarborough {(which ie also cmlled Scarborc for Som& arcaAfie Teason
which tha scientific community can’t (ar won't) explain,)

While digging a foundation for thig plant, workmen saw something which led
to gasps and speechlessness, They had unearthed twe stone walle, formidable
and primitive beyond guestion. PFuzzled eewsge engineers builc the plant on
top of the wvalie, saving the cosc of a foundation. This was tweniy years age.
Ho one cared muck about Norch American archeslogy in those daya. Only the great
strength of the prehistoric walla and rhe business scumen of the engineers
left the walls intactk, .

In the last two decades, the paar of Korth and South America has come wnder
study. Sclentists began asking questions like "Why did the Nazca Indians land
planes on runwaya shaped like gnimals?" and "Why are there ne Mammoth skeletons
in Mammoth Cave?™. This strain of gclentific ingquiry led o the Scarborough
Bluff dig. Actually, it was moye of & scrape than a dig. Archeclogists scraped
avay debris on the walls beneath the Taar Scarborough Water Fililtration Flant ,
seeking answers to the questions "Who built the wallz?", "Why did they builld them?™,
and "Why did they build rhem in such an excellent locatficn for & water [1ltration
planc?™.
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The m=n and woemen involved por a lot more than they were saxpecting.
Fainted ol the walle, in placea too high for humen bands to reach, were twe
archaic masterpleces. They were composed of a substance that besrs an esecrle
resenblance to spray palnt. [ne picture was in black. It was of a distorited
human face, probably male, with buck teeth, and a twisted tongue sticking out
of an open, posaibly screaming, mouth, The other pileture was of an elephantine
head with a2 ahort enout, terrible ruska, and steam coming [rom ity nostrils,
This picture was painted purple. The two figures had much in common. Each
had bloodshot eyes, an expression of pain, and seemed to be gocreeching or
toaring. There wams something elme they had $n common: each character had an
tonecription wnder ik, in the same language.

Dozens of linguista, veterans of the Rosetta Stone tésm, were called in.
The year was 1970. After wesks of analysis, the langueage was adjudged to be
garbled English. The inscription under the human head reads "Motorhead™; under
the beast's head, "Black Sabbath”. :

Subssguant atudy of the walls has not produced significent results.
Obviously, the pictures speak for themselves., Carbom dating has proved
fruitless. The walls and the artwork om them could be snywhers from tan ro
ten thousand years old. Has some gort of force field been place on the walls
to keep them from being carbon dated? Such queriss have netted a brisk "neo
comment"” from those who worked at the dig.

This reporter phoned the hesd of the University of Toronto Archeology
department , asking for his thoughts sbout the origin of the Scarborough walls.
He hong up,

The McGill stcheclogy team lefr tha dig following the dissppointcing
carbon dating results io 1972. Hevbers of that team bave besn instructsd to
oot speak to the press. Ooe who did, and has since besn expalled from the
mkxcheclogical associlations he balonged to, was Ocville Acidhead. The following
are excerpts from his interview with Qmnl magazine:

omi: . Why wvere you drened out of the scientiffo communityr?

.A.: PBecause the Scarborough dig showed me that there are some queetions
aoience can't anewer, puch aa "Why ia LSU bad?"™ and "Who built the
wrlla?".

Omi: #ho, in your opinion, did build the waile?

oA, r Like, it was aliens, eh?

Why is the scientific world =g close-mouthed about the watls? BRecaune they
have Ao wore of an anewar to its questions than the layman, Those wvho do talk
aay that Indiane huilt and painted the walls. Buc, they can’t say why.

It is obvicus that the walle ware tot created by humesns. The Indians of
the area workad with wood, not stone. The pictures averaged five fest in heighe.
Mathematicians have calcnlated that ons would have to be wight feet tall to
have paintad them, Missionaries who penetrated the ares in the 18th century
wrote that 7. . the native psaopleas of the regicm have no eguivalent io our
ladder; as a reeitlt, they live in wooden bungalows.”. An sdvanced technology
ias indicated, perhaps aven more sdvancaed thsn our cwn. How alse cen wa explain
the height of the pictures, the sSpray palnt—-1ike substanca that was uasd to
create them, and the fact that the inscriptions were written in Engliah, a
language that wes not to be invented for another 9000 years?1?

My thepry is that beings from another planet visitsd the Scarborough
Bluffs. They enslaved the locals, or cosrced them inte bullding the walls under

‘the direction of supra—genius alien architects, These spacemen from worlds

sway had shyines erected to honour thepselvew, Indians of the area, 1living
on reserves and reading old magarines, stil] pass down to thair children
legends of “"Cods who ceme from the sky snd laft = mess behind™.

This theory answers many gquestions, but not the most wmouth-watering of
all: what were "Matorhead™ and "Black Sabbath”? The very gods of the visitors
themselves? Or, perhape the leadere of the alien mission. There ars some
questions that mrcheologiats, Indian priests, end even reporters can’'t Enswver.
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Ch-ch -ch-changes
!

A3 you probably noticed, NFA has been uadergeoling changes larely. Recent
issuea have been much bigger than usmual. The letter column has suddenly
expanded intc & major forum for the diecuasion of hobby Llesues., I have alao
had mcre and more—varied articles.

There are two major consequénces of this. Firet, WFA has become more
expanaive to produce {but also, I hope, worth more). Second, since most
issues have been double iseues, NFA hes become more expensive for you. It
doean't moke much senge for meé to call every issue a double issue, 80 I am
raiaing the price of NFA and raieing the limit on the glze of A single issue.

In the past, 20 pages was my limit far a singla 1seue, If T just went
over by 4 pagens, I absorbad the extta malling expetse myself and juat charged
for & wingle isamue, but for 28 pages or more I charged for & double iasue.
Since 1 have 20 pages of just lecters in thle isgue, 1 doubt thar I'11l see
many 20 page isauea anyrime soon|

In the future, my limit on the aize of a singla issue will be 32 pages,.
I won't charge vou extrm Lf I juer go over by & pages, but an issue that has
40 or more pages will still count a8 a double ismwe. 1'11 try to aveld golng
over by just a few pages. In other words, 1'"1ll try to make sure that 1f 1I'm
cherging you for s double issue, you'll get gignificantly more than you would
get in a single iasue.

The new prices for 10 issues are $9 in Canada, %805 in cthe Us, $1MS
elgevhere. 1'm not adjusting your subscription balances. Thus, 1f yourxr
subscyiption ran to issue 32, it atill runs to iseue 32 despite the new price.

Persconmal Message:

e Gﬂﬁ{'&; éuf/hém E w’i l

- . R

r—— ——

e




