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10 ingues cost $&el® iq Canada, “lm in the I, sﬂus elsevhare.

Firat of all, I hepe the front cover came out well. In case it didn't,
the big picture is a ship, and the lettera are embraced by caplds.

Yeg, this 1s late., The game resulis were aent on ahead. I don't think
it's possible ko have a 100 page ipsue and put Lt out om time, espocially if
vou are in a show that runs shortly before the day you want to put out yout
tesue,

1 suspect this is the biggest lseue of NFA L'11 ewer pukt out. Not
count ing Xenogogle {a gquarterly "=zine), I belleve there have only been four
issuen of NDiplomacy "zines that were bigger: one Passchendaele, one Modern
Patriot and two Volce of Doome. Each of those lsgues was a speclal issue
for which the publisher had pleaded with people for exita contributions.

That wasn't the cape with this lssue. It's just an average issue of NFA
that happens to have 100 pages of material.

Mow did thia 1lsawe get so big? In a word, controvergy. There's no
bettar way rta fill a 'zine, 1 hope that thig fsaue will be a high poinr
(or low point, depending upon your perspective) of controversy in NFa, 1°11
st11]1 have an open forum fin NFA, but ¥ chink and hape thar much of wvhat can
be =said abgut the grear Llndz;?hyrnefetc. feuwd hag been pald by now. I'm
not up to publismhing ancther 100 page lasua right away!

I would like to remind you mll that there will only be two more issues
of NFA before 1 leavs for Europe (March 21 and April 25}, My firar isgue
after I'wm back from Furope willl be Mctobar 3.

While I'm gone, Mensa 17 will be CHad by Bruce Mclntyre; all my other
games will he GHed By REon Browm. I will not ba charging my players in the
Enternacional games for the adjudicacion rhey will receive during the summer.
r'1l charge my other playerns For one {ssue of NFA. {(T1F yuu already get Ran's
watehuuse fzine D-Day and Bruce's "zine E:celuiur, I won'"t charpe you at all.)
I'Il pay Bruce and Ron for the lesues of thelr "zinesa thar they semd Lo my
plavers,

fm February 2L, [ received a plece of mail from Dave Linceln postmarked
Jacuary Z1, and a plece of mall from Bob Dlsen poatmarked Jacuasry 23. 1
don'c know why they took sc long to get here. The proklem could have been
with elther the Y. 5. or anadlan pogtal digservice, or at the interface bhebtween
the twe. In any case, I would gpuggert thar American players In NFA send twa
sers nf orders In separate envelopes, malled From d1FFerent mzil boxes on
different «avs=,
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And, whils we're on the subjuct ol the puostal moncpely's unending efforts
to make its customers happy, gwésa what bundle of gkood newsn tha postal wockers
are thinking of giving ue. You pguessed ft -— a poatal strike. Apparently,
cthey will be 1n a legal sxrike pogition on Matrch F.

You may be wondaring what we do in tha event of a postal strike, WHe
suffar, that"s what we do. 1If thare's a postal strike, the game deadlines
will be changed to one mopnth after the end of the strike, unlesa 1 rell
you otherwise.

Some of you have kried to reach me by phone and had 1itile success. Thia,
to me, 18 a gign thar I have at least a rudimentary aocial 1ife. 1'11 may
mgain, for abour rthe thousandth time, that If you rely on the celephone to
get Im your orders, you wil]l aventually HMR.

Thete are a Few thingas different abouit rhis lssue, bogides rhe Fact cthac
it bas 100 pages. As an experimenc, I'm including a tahle of contents {lnside
back cover). Let me know if you like it. There is no purzle this time. 1
know this fa a big disappointment for some of you, and 1 promise you a good
puzzle next ilssue {(which really, definitely, poasitively will be a single
iasue, or at least I hope sc). There is alac a apecial section in cthe middle
of the "tine, which I hope to have on a different colour of paper.

If you"re Lpntérested in getting inte a new game of Diplomacy check ocut
Bxcalslor (by Bruce Mclntyre) of The Cansdisn Diplomat (by Bob Acheson).

T have high hopes for both of these "rinea. I underscand that Bruce sentc
sample coples to virtually all of you.

Just & few days topg late for last issgue, T received a purrele solution
from Rod Walkey im which he gave nor only the guote, bur alsa the author.

BRod ham requested “suitable fanfare™ for thism accomplishment. Bill Becker
le the only othar persan to ever identify the authar of one of my guotes,
bur he had his sct togecher encugh to get hia in on time,

Alsn Stewarr Informs me that in Canadian coyrta, exhihics are known by
numbar rathar than letter as T did in che myatery last issue. %Would yon
beliava that T knew this but decided to uvae the Amarican ayastem since the
"crime™ occurved in the United StateaT I didn't think so.

The following people are om my standhy liary Acheson, K. Browm, Carter,
Davies, Ehli, Ellis, Cautron, Kortsem, Linceln, Milewskl, Post, and Touchette.
Lot ma know 1if you want on or off. T could really use a few mora atandhys.

The Fellowing people have anbacriptiona thar expire this issue: Rod
Currie, Steve Enight, Orew Post, Jia Robhertson, Rok Olsen, Ake Jonesou,

Cralg Heges, and Alaln Martine.

The following people have asubscriptlona that explire next issue: Mihke
Dean, Plerre Touchebte, Michasl Koresen, John Kelley.

The following people have subacriptionas that have already expired or
never exlsied, and should get down on their hande and knees and glve thanks
to m& that they are aven recelving this: Kevin Brown, and Heélinda Halley.

Diplomacy ils a ragiatered trademark for a game Invented by Allan Calhamer
and capyrighted by Avalon Hill. This magezine ls copyright by the puhliaher
under Canadfan law. Unleasa gtherwigse indicated {e.g. by a copyright statement
or statement that it is reprinted from another gource) anything within theae
pPages may be froely reprinred In any magazine substantially devoted to Diplomacy,
but cannot be otherwlae commercially ysed without the permission of the
aythor or the publisher,

Inattributed writing I{¥ by the publisher; wnattributed gzt that laoks
any good 1s legally reproduced, usually from booke by Dover Publications, Inc..




{{The De¥ry Inaritute ia a private rechnical sehoel that purpores to
prepare young people for exciting careera In high-tech growth industries.
Nothing in this arricle shonld b= taken am a slight upon the DeVWry Instiktute
or any of fita fine graduatesa.})}

The D("\J"l'y Decade by Blair Adamache

dJournaliets called the 1878%g the "me"™ decade. The preaent decnde is
hall over, bul the media have yet tc eiese upon a cliche to dessriba thege
tempestuous ten years. [ am not fomiliar wiech the ermact course of etudy in
dournaiiam schoole, but the "5 wa" geem to have baen replgeed by auch marime
as "gquickness ip timelinesa™, and "jump to ecomelusions before they jump on
you'. o thie spirit, I suggeet that the eighties will be knowm ag the
DeVry Decade, referring to the DeVry Inattiute of bLearming and Technology.
My evidence for thia slaim ie the fellowing atory, from a gource which [
e rame but won 't (moere of the new jourmalism).

1 knew that I wasc marked for greatness early in my life. Whet greatness
this would be, I had no idea of, and did ot even avspect divine right, but
signe which had to mean something were sent to me. T vemembet leaving my car
parked pn a clty smidestreet and retuining an hoor larer to find it miasing.
Returning with the police shortly after, I was surptised ro find my car returned
to the place im which I had parked it. Bur gomathing was differenc. While
the police speculated omn what disttubances I was viceim to, I diacovered that
my auto had been mgtptmfed. 1 could smell the primer, freshly applied, and
lircle gtickera that eaid "Ziebare" were all over the car.

My first reaction wae ko thismk thar aliens had kideapped my car and
rustproofed 1t, then returned it to me, in preparation for the eventuyal theft
oF my car and I together, perhaps to be spirired avay to some planet where metal
corroded quickly, and where 1 would nesd the car for experimenta which the
aliens would perform on we, I walted expectantly over the following weeks,
thinking that I and my wvehicle would be drawn aleft by some ray while na the
highway. 1 reported the rustproofing incident to NFA ("cause I'm the sort of
person who reade NFA), but they only advised ma to wear rubber underclothing
lest T embarrsses the =ntire rare by some accident of fear 1iF T wae captured.

the day, standing in a supermarker line and wvearing my rubber apparel, T
saw a headline In The Natfional Enguirer which said Proof that alfens don 't erial.
1 wae overjoyed, and the rubber underclothing came in very handy.

Now I could ger on with my 1ife. I complieted rwo years toward a certificate
at TreVey, and then sold shares in myeelf a8 aAn adventurer at $1000 sach. Ny
plan was to go to the Amazon basin, where I would hire a halftrack, a bulldozer,
and seyeral locals, and prospect for gold. I sold no shares, but two f{riends
4id purchase an Indiana Jones hat for me8. The next year, 1 wam recruited off
the Devry campus by a big electronics firm, and hired at the famtmstic wage
of $514Kfyr. DeVry had been good to wme, even without the certificate, which
swuld have guaranteed me $16K, and 90 placement in wmy field {tocastera).




I worked lomg enough to pay for my expedicion, and then set off for
Brazil. Being unable to afford what T had wanted, 1 settled for a canoce,

a shavel, and a trained monkey, 1 combad the fmnterior of the jimgle, but
found no gold, What T did find was a tribe of beautiful women, probably the
lagendary Amnzona. Only one male was allowed rp live with them at any cime,
and he would have to be thedr king, apending hile days ruling in powmp, and his
nights creating the naxt generatilon of beautiful women. A&t present, they
had no kiug, and offered me the post., [ jumped out of my pants and accepted,
but Firat T had te fulfill the conditions of employment.

“First,” vaid che oldeat Amaron {an old bag of twenty-eight), "onr king
must be converaant with nature."

"Eaay," T replied, “All cthings in the world are divided into the kingdems
of animal, plant, and mineral for Lhe non-living. TLife forms are then divided
into phylum, clanss, order, family, genua, and species. The first natural thing
I ahall rtalk about is the sarthworm...” A preity young thing etuck a bunch of
grapes into my mouth. *“What about the seeda,”™ I mumblad. "A king neads his
Toughage,” she anawered.

The wmatron wéat on, "Hhere dfd you learn all of thigt"

I told her that 1 bad read it in & copy of Qmnl In the Inatitute walcing
room aund ounge.

She sald, “That 1ls enough nature for mow. MNéxt, a king auat know about
pecople.™

“"Everybody do¢s everything in order to ger lafd, That is vhy T 'm here
now, that 1e why Steve Hutton (nor his resl name) publisheas WFA, and that is
why yYour kings put the test of the males to death.”

PExcellent ," she aaid, her face opening inte a grin, "Lagtly, you sust
tell me abour acience, Do you hawve a degree from DeVroy 7

I was thundarstruck wich my error., Hy DeVry degrae! "Ho, 1 was recruited
In my final ymar."

5he shook her head sadly, "A king"s knowledge muat be complete, We'll
give you a consolation prize i1f you can name all of the erogencus zones on
the femals usan body.™

I vaturnad to DaVry and am now completing my certificata, taking both night
and ragular cousas. God hed rustprocfed my car as an omen that I would someday
bs @ king; he had guided me Lo Da¥ry, where I could complete my educatlion;
but greed and hastinegs had led me to the brink of ruln. T shall exercise the
divine right T have in the Amazon when I have completed my thesie on toaster
alementn, hut today I weep the precicus years lest.

As tho deoads progressas, Devry will olearly show itaelf as fundmmental
to the destiny of manking. When jowmaliate the world over aum up the millenium
in the year 2000, they will look to the DeVry Mmatitute of Learming and Technology
as pivotal fo cur succeege and hopea for the future.
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MENSA 17 )
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r; Last seascm, Italy's
A Ven-Tri'" sheuld hawve heen
G 'ﬁ. wnderlined. Thanks to Paul
Milewakl fer pointing out
thie errer. (The map was
carreck.)}
R/
i France's SC chart

S 'DE
‘ ?l’ 1 should not have sald "butild
e Nl r I or even...”, but "build 1
ey 2 {but only recom for 1)...".
l ' Thanks to Pavl Milewski and
‘ v John Ellis for pointing out
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The atandby for Rumsia
ia Drew Foat, The standby
for aystria is Bob Achescn.

The deadline for ¥all
1908 1= March 2.

SPRING 1908: SUPERPOWERS ROTH MAKE GAINS] ¥

Austria (Mike Ehli? Bob Achesen?): MNMRIT A War H, A Vie H, F Tun H.
England {(Kevin Brown): F Lon ret -Wal. Remowe F Mwg. F Wal-Liverpool,
F Fdi K (ret -Yor, OTB).
France fJotm Ellis): A Gas ret -Spa, Build F Mar. A Spa 5 F Har,
A Pie 5 GERMAK A Tyro-Ven {ret -Tus, OT8), A Hap-Apu, F Mar 5 A Pie,
F Rem-Nap.,
Germany (Rom Brown): PRuild A Ber, A Hm. ¥ Cly~-Fdi, F Nth S F Cly-Edi,
F Hwy-Mwg, F Lon-Eng, F EFng—Mid, A Gas-Mar, A Bur S A Gag—HMHar, A Bre—{Gas,
A Tyro-File, A Mun-Boh, A Ber-5il.
Italy (Dave Carter): Remove F Adr. A Ven 5 GERMAN A Tyro-Fie.
Rusela (Mave Limceoln? Nrew Pozt?): HMR! A Hoe N, A mkr H, A Sev H (ANNIHLLATEDY).
Turkey (Paul Milewaki): A Rum—3ev, F Bla § A Rum—3ev, A Arm 5 A Fam-Sev,
A Gal-Ukp, A Ser—Rum, F Trli H, ¥ Alb § F Tri, F Eon-Tyrrh, A Bud H (unordeted) .

Press

Cermany-Head Anarchist: Obviously you never saw Iasue Mo. 6D of Fasschendaele
containing Elbow in Se¢lar Plexis. That’s understandable as only one copy
was printed and zl] players subsequently NMRed. [ dlscovared said lesue
while riding shotgun on Hepean's garbage run. Asa Fov PEXRXITH in (&'‘*&,
1 have nothing ta say, except that Carter better not call wme Germy again
—= o I'11l veally get nasty.

Turkey—Italy: What a coincidence! 1Tt has been my inteéntipn 21l aleng to let
France take care of you. Why you attack me imstead of him is s mystery
te me. Keep it up.

Turkey~Austria: Kindly vacate Tunls ao 1 can occupy 1t. Thankns.
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The standby for Turkey
is Plerre Touchetbs.

If any of you need a

copy of my houwserules
pleage aak,

Tha deadline For Sprieg
1901 1ia March Z1.

r If your nams 1s Helinda
€ Holley, PLEASE SEND MONEY!
G .~ (Even if your name len't
Malinda, T'11l still accept
FOUT BONEY...)

WINTER 1901; EAST BUILDS ARMIES, WEST FLEETS!

Austria (Fred Wisdemseyer): Bugild A Tri,
England (N.D. Basastt): Build F Lon.

France (Johm Ellig): . Kuild A Pav, ¥ Mar,
Germany {Paul MIlewski): Builld P Xie,

Italy (Ksvin Brown); Build F Hap.

Russia {Melinde Holley)t Bulld A Hos, A War.

Torkey {(bave Lincolnt Pierra Touchearcel)s; NMR! Flays ona short,

{{Fohm Eliis supplied the following Joke:)} A man who has been cut of
work For some time applies for a job at a company perving the handicapped. He
is Lnformed that the job im dyiving a bug that takes children to a day care
centre. He accepts the job, He ia a litele digturbed when he seas thea bus.
It 18 coversd with paintings of Bert, Ernie, Blg Bird, and The Cogkle Monster.
At his firmt etop, an incredibly far litrle girl gets om, announcing that she
is "Patry™. AC his nawt stop, another girl, also named Patity, and also far, gets
on, He's beginning to think cthat all of the kide are named Patty. But, at the
fhext stop = little Loy gets on and saya, "I'm Hoas; I'wm special”, At hia naext
atop, he picka up two small Orifentals, the "Chee" brothera. They procesd to
remove their shoes and socks and pick at large buniopna on their toes.

Afrer his first day, he goeas back to the office and says thar he's quirtcing.
When aeked why, he responds: "Are you kidding? My first day om the job and

what do 1 get but two obese Pattiles, special Ross, little Chees picking bunfons
on a Sesame Street bus.™



The atandby for England
fa Paul Milewakl.

The standhy for France is
Jahn Ellis.

In Ehe FRT draw vote, Ehere
3 Yes votems and 2 WMRa. So,
che draw doesn’t pass but is
automatically reproposed.
Plempe vote on Ehe FRT draw
with your next set of orders,

v‘w g {(No vote = yes!)

A two~way Russla/Turkey
draw has also been proposed.
Vote wikth your néxt orders.

If borh drawe passn, the

I“.
4 5 d game will end as a }—way
F F [ ' FRT deaw,

The daadline for Winter 1912,

Spring I9I3 and both draw wvotes
is March 21.

FALL 1912: RUSSIA AND TURKEY ADVANCE!

England (Clavde Gautron? Paul HMilewaki?): HNMRT F NAL H, F Mid H, F For H.
France {Nave LincolaT John Elliat): WMRY F Mwy H, F Swe H, F Nth H, F Eng H,

A Lon H, A Kle Il (ret -PFol, Den, OTE), A Ruh H, A Buir H, A Cas H, A Pie H,
F Spa{ac) H, F Wes ¥,

Italy {Bob Acheson}: F Tun~Tyrrh, A Rom § F Apu~Nap f(ret ~Tum, OTB}, F_A&pu-—Nap.
Ruessia (Ralph Baty}: A StP-Livonia, & Fin-StF, A Mos-SLP, A Mun-Kie,

A Ner S A Mun—¥1le, A 5£1-Mun, A Boh 5 A Bil-Mun, A Vie~Tyro, A Pru-5il.

Tyrkey {(Ken llager): A ¥en 5 F Tyrrh-Rom, F Tyrrh-Rom, F Hap 5 F Tyrrh—Rom,

A Tri 5 A Ven, F Alb-Ion, F Aeg 5 F Alb-Ton, A Smy H.

Press

Moscow-Paria: llaving lived for two years im Berlim, 1 feel quire at homa there,

By the way, I've alao lived for two yeare in Hamburg!

i912 Supply Centre Chart

England: Llvp, Por. M, Sié (2) ...remove I.
France: Home, Spa, Hol, Bel, Den, Lon, Edi, By, Swe, Béfd, KfL, Pdd¢ (L1)

cestemowe 1 ot €ven, depending upon the retreat,

Italy: Tum, Weéd, Kéd (1) ,..remove 2 or 1, depending upon the retreat,
Ruzala: Home, Rums Ser, Bud, Vie, MHun, Per, Kie (I1}...budld 2,
Turhey: Home, Bul, Gre, Tri, Map, Ven, Hom {2} _..bufld Z,
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As moBt Of you know, thia
is the "non-Henry Kiassenger™
game, po called because
Henry Kiswenger is not a
player Iin 1t.

The stardby for England
ia Taave Cartar.

The deadline for Winter
1906 and Fall 1907 1a March Z1.

FALL 1906: AUSTRIA AND ITALY CONTINEIE TO ADVANCE!

Austris {John Ellis)r A Sev 5 A Mos, A Mos S A Wazr, A War 5 A Mos,
A S1l-Ber (ANNIHILATED), A Hun 5 A Mar—Bur, A Boh 5 A Mun, A Vie H,
A Mar—Bur, ¥ Con—Aeg.
England {(Dave LincolnT Nave Carter?): MMR! F Mid ret -OFB, ¥ NAt H, F Tri H,
F Bal H, A Bur H,
France (Kevin Brown)}: A Par-Gas, A Bre S A Par—Cas, F Por-Spa(sc) (ANNIHILATED).
Germany {Steve Berrigan)}: & Hun ret -Kie. A Pru-Sil, F Ten S A Kie,
A Ruh § BNELISH A BPur, A Kle S A Ber, A Rer 5 A Pru-Sil.
Italy (Orew Poat): ¥ Wid-For, F Spa{sc) & F Mid-Por, F Gas—did,
FNes S F Gas-M1d, F NAf § F Gag—Mid, ¥ Tyrrh-Lyo, A Ple—Mar,
A T¥ro S AUSTRIAN A Mum, A Gal § AUSTRIAMN A “ar.
Russia (Bob Acheson): A Mos rer -StP. F Swe-Fin, A Livonia—Mos, A StP 5 A Liv-Mos.

HNo Preasa

1906 Supply Centre Char:r

Austria; Home, Con, Ank, Ser, Sev, Har, War, Mun, Mos (11} ...build 3, &= 1
vas annihilated, but only has room for Z. (Has $5CAN in NMR/dropout depoait)}
England: FHome, dwy, Bel {5} ...build 1 as 1 retreared OTE. (53.50CAN)
France: FPar, Bre, Pdd (2) ...2ven a3 | was sunihilated. ($4HCAN)
Cersany: Kie, Ber, Hol, Nen, Wi (&) ... .remcve 1, ($5CAN)
Italy: Home, Tun, Gre, Bul, Sy, Spsa, Rum, Por (10) ...bufld 1, (535CAN}
Russla: StFP, Swe, Méd (2) ...rewmove 1, ($4,50CAN)
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What Sort of Person Buys NFA?

({This contest wa= announced two 1gsues ago. Uousually for an NFA
contest, it actually has entrante.})

. BI“ Becker I enly know of one other "zine that aska the guestion

what =oxl of person buya X7, And they show a suave sophiaticated Falie
Lying a3 he asupposedly repliea, "I buy it for the indepth interviewa, the
CurrEnE fashion trends, its Fast-paced Ficriom adventure...”™ When you can

see 1t"s turned to a page with no writdng on it. May T etate right up Front
that we subbers don™t purchase MFA for your photographic spreads. Actually
at firsr 1 sms quite witty and 4idn’t have to buy NFA. You sent wma BEVEFEI'
For my cortributriong (you were really hard up, weren't you?d. Later I got lazy
and fell into the practice of deadwond worship and lao T scon had to fork out
hard curcency for MFA. Howadays you have te be loaded to purchase NFA as S0¢US
15 pretty steep in the "zine game. Less than 20 pubbers play 1in yu;;_fostul
Dip pames, and wou always complain that lees than 5 pecple have entered your
}atest contest or purzle, looka 1like the average pubber Just wants to find a

zine that will put his name fn bold type. You ever notice how thease letterm
never discugs anything relevant? When was the last Lime you gob Admecone to
write on the hest way for Béermany to get the drop on FranceT The reading
material in E_'F'i 1 op a level with that founpd 1in IEgding men's mg.zj,neg —
those =spit and drivel articles really ssll, ¥How 1if yvou ecould only get youraelf
a phato section...

When it comes right down to 1t, only lary rich egomaniacs buy HFA,

Everycne elaes has filgured out a way ko get it free, or (oh pleazantnessl)
de withowt.

Drew Post ...I sat down to conslder what sort (bubble?) of a peraon
would buy HFA. After a wmoment’'s thought (that being my weekly allotment)
I decided that there are two types of people who huy NFA. The first growp
of peaple that buy NFA are of course Haophyte Poaral Diplomarcy Flayers.
This innocent class of people led exemplary lives, They were honest, hard-
working decent people until FATE stepped inteo the{r lives and enginesréd a
meecing with Steve Hutton. T'm pure woet of ua racall gur first meating with
Sceve {possibly a Hew Tear's Eve party). Tha plessant conversation, the
quick wit, the wry sense of humour. A very polite gent leman, we thought.
{(I can't beliewe Drew la writimg this. There munt be a catch?))} He couched
upon his interests —— debating and, of coursa, Diplomacy. {Little did we
know thar he was ssarching for hiz prey.) He acknowledged a pasaing incarest
in the game, and he immediately zeroced in, aenaing the imnate good will and
generasity ta be raken advantage of, another perzon to be corrupted in his
quest for world—wide Diplomacy dominancell Soon after, he goes in for the
kil1.

“well, I publiah a Diplomacy magazine called NFA. 1'm stareing a new
pane poon and I was wondering 1f you would be intarested in playimg.™

“nh, 1 don't kmow. I=x 1t very expensive?™
"Mon't worry ahgut that. I1°11 send you en lssue, and you cam decide later

if you are fnterested.™
Then the neophyte politely accepta Steve’s offer, focled by his polished

exterior. After the first issue lg sent, the necphyte 1= hooked. Mo longer
is he/she aa Iinnocent yet honest Diplomacy player, hut a hardened addicr,
walting for more NFA fiwen,
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The @econd group of people that buya NFA Le grizzled veterane of the
Diplosacy hobby, their minda scarréd by bad Jokea and poor writlng, searching
for a hre#ath of hope in a new "zine. Alas and wos for them to have chosen
this magaziné where the jokes are worse and the writing even wmore sa {(after
#11, has printing this).

S0, in concluslion, the rwo types of people whe buy NFA sare hardened
addicta and thoge who are mentally scarred.

FP.5. Hare is my money for reneving my suhscription.

Michael Kortsen HThe ones who aren't cheap encpugh ta write comedy
Elller for Steve, " is, of courde, the ahort answer, but this does not do
justice to the ynique and compléx guestion of what sort of bumsanold would
allow "X-Ming"'s hack rvagy into its home. Sy, let's pound this sucker into
the dirt, as my crotchery old srandfather would have said {f he had been born
in Georgia, indtead of Denmark, rasulring in hie inahility to speak Engliah.

A quick acan of the ADDRESSES liaotr reveals the primary characteristic
of tha m readership: they are largely male. {Ha, that doesn”tr mean they
have huge...um...partg. Some of wa do, of ¢ourse. It just masng that most
of them are male, The Teaders T mean, for Che pares,) And the Regdershilp
ie not ashamed of wallowing in ite by-and-large-made-up-of-boye-ness. The
primary evidence of this is the statisrically significant prupottloa ul sSuxist
humcour in HPA. Thage rangs from the straigheforvard, such as So they wom'¢
leave snail tratfs, to the oblique, on the lines of So the eparrow amye to
tha alephant, 'Am I hurting pou, dear?'. X-Wing himself is winoer of acne
toumped—up award or other, expressly for his dedirarion to politically
incorract jokas,

A mecond characteriscic of this group is a moderate-teo-conservative
political orismcaction. Real neo-feaaclsts don't argue about calling people
"neo—fascista™; they know who they are already. n the other end of Lthe
spectrum, libersla 1) don'c think wvar 15 fun (ap a sideline, Mr. Hutton
occasionally prints svwmariea of a board game based on war in Furope., Ho
one takes it serlously, but everyone pays attention}, 2} don't think You
wot their lipa and etick them to the wall is fumy. Sumsarizing to this
point, = Joke profiled ko NFA standards would combine péex and racism, as in
A woman laaned too far out her apartment window, and fell into a refuse
oonitatiner. A puseing black person commenied, "thoge white folks are crasy!
She's good for another ten yeara’ worth”, :

Another significant component of the NFA Rsader profile 1a an ongolng
balief iy thelr oum clevernese, For one thing, people whose idea of a Fun
lelsuts activicy is reading are sadly rare in our sociery, especlally among
pecpla healthy snough to actually go our gnd do things, inastead of scaying
indoors and flddling with that s11ly hoard game a&ll afternoon, why dan't you
get some fr<sh alr, or at lessr invire g few of your friends over to play
MHploconomy or whatever it ia you call ir, inatead of just mailing off your
move and not finding out what's happened for a month, for heaven's sake, 1ia
chat any way for & grown boy to act, T agk vou?

As 1T was saying. Cleverness, As in oneupmanship over alleged neo-fascism
and writing in Latia when you don't have to and who is custoadyan of what
Hobby Janitorial Project. And heastility. We mustn't forget that. You don’t
wipe Turkeay off the map bacause you feel an abligation to support Foatew Canaria
Poot with your hard-sacrned 32¢. S0, a profile joke at thies point would be
What'p twelve inches long and white? Nothing. 1t's vicioue, oblique without
bkeing obacure, and promotes sexuwal and racist mytha.
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tnd now, the capper. What sort of person feels a need to FL11 his (or
occasionally, her) spare time with amueing anecdotes, Long inexplicable
Arguments bhetween people you've never met, parcdies of movie musicals, and
Diplomacy~by-mail? PEOPLE WITH TIME ON THEIR NAHDS, THMAT'S WHO! TYhe sort :
of joke they want 1s as leng and deawn-out as popsihle, In fact, it's aso long, 5
it lcﬁka l1ike an article entitled, "What sort of pergon buys RFA, and begins: '

The ones who aren't cheap enough to write comedy filler for Steve,” 1is,
of course, the short answer, but this doee not do justice to tha unique aund §
complex quentlon of what sort of humancid would allow "X-Wing"'s hack rag into

o

({HFA does not contain jokes that T would be ashamed to show to any
of my friends. This would include jokes that could convince & reasonable
person that I was a taclst or a pexist.)}

Mark Luedi %ho buys NFA? Well, air, it's not so simple ag that. TYou
sev, no one luys NFA by walking up to a nswsstand, thumbing through seversl
perlodicala, and then proclaiming {(alewd, as this revelation must be broadcast
to all withic hearing diatance) while digging for cash, "Yemspiree, this looks
11ike a dawn fine little magazine; I think that I'm geing te buy an fssue”,
After performing the transaction with the wnimpressed wendot, this non-peracn
atruts gally through the thronga, proudly displaying his avant—gatde discovery,
his ticket ta the elite seclety, his profound acceptance of the mundane, hie
expression of taste,

Whatever his reapons, thls non-petson wants to show the world that he is,
indeed, somebody to be reckoned with. His purchase of No Fized Address being
the uitimate expression of this — that to buy HFA i1s to become somebody,

Yet who 1s this non—-person? What origins, what socisal background, what
sexual [dipsyncrasies, what does he ear for breakfaat? The aclences of
soclology, anthropology, posychology must be appliad to understand this non-
perann and the world in which he Llives {{or doesn'r live)).

tineil recenrly, science was totally unaware of this non-permon. It
was only through logical deduction {with a touch of myskiciam) that one
Albhare B. Cromy made his fascinating discovery. As a garage physiciat, he
had dabbled in UFO's, atom splireing, an anti-gravication device, and beans
that were fartless {alvight, somevhat im the biochemical resalw, but Cromy
didn'ec draw lines wicth hia science). One day, while working with a simple
cruth tabhle, Cromy discovered the non-person. (A lack of apace precludeas
the lengthy scientific/logical explanation.} Afrer scme time, Cromy wasm able
te comminicace with the non—perascn. However, when Cromy asked the non-pereon
who he was, the non-being fled from Cromy's leboratory. Despite Cromy's
inictial suwccess, he was unable to dupiicate his earlier results.

Fartwnately, a number of scientists had viafted Cromy and obkserved the
non-person prier to its disappearance. Dr., William Calding {Peychologist,
Univernity of HWova Scotla) recalls his wisit:

i wae sertginly dubious at firat, but I''d talked to Dr. Thormeby and he
strongiy urged me to vigit Cromy 1f omly to assuage my ekepbiciem,

I drove out on a Saeiurday aftermoon, lovely day that it tas. This
would have been a week after Crowy'ea discovery. Of course, Thorvsby had been
the firgt to vislé, earlier that week, [ foumrd Cpomy in the bask yard,
aipping iced teg with the laom half-mowed ond event beading on hie forehead.
frupsays, we arid our hefloa md 7 oanked about the nem-pergon.

w:n'—"-a-n.- .
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HPE a 8 in the ga ez most of Lhe time, rather comfortable and all,”
e told mtditd' I aai:efi ggr ecould go in. "Fine,” ke aaid, set dowm -'irl‘l:li tea
and resumed mowing the lan. I was, Lo eay the least, heaitant $o pisti the
garage without Cromy. But, [ took a deep breath, shrugged my shouldera, and
gtalked off towagrds the garaga. X
. . Following the glaring sws, the garage was a pit of dorkness for several
: minytea, avem after I fumbled acroes the light switch. I looked about.
f‘ Thello, ™ T ventured, "Heilio,” come a volce from behind a etack of wooden
; erateg, tha backside of Cromy's work area. I made my way to the ftaboratory '
i and come face-to-face with it, the nom-pérgon. I was @irious arnd‘" fearful
£ that Ffirst moment. Somehow, I made my voice work, "Hello, again”. .
: "Hallo,™ it rapeated, "eomfortable here. GSee? Vacwum frame, Magnelic
t variator. Penoil aharpener.” The sncn-person named virtually every large
objest in the lgboratcory. That was ail it could say or could probably under-
stand at that time. To describe the non-persom ia impossible. It...he,
whatever was there, I aaw him...it, there yas this presence, but it is
imposgible to dégoribe ita appearance, it was aimuelianscusely normal ard
peculiar.

It's odd., Soientiste are supposed to have keeni obseruvation ekills.

Kot only have T been wable to describe him, bul sc have all the cothers:
Thomeby, Calnar, Wilson. None of ua oqn wndepetotd thig, but we have,
thamkfully. besn gble to agres with éaoh other that it fg not beoause of
ahortoomings ae sefamtist that we have beem unable to desoribe thia phenomenon.

I spenit about fifteen minutes with the non-peraon, then Cromy come in
and s surpriaed the itwo cf us were getting along well. "You ghould've
oaan the recepiticn DPr. Thomaeby gotf He wie redder then a radish when he
Zaft in a huff. "™

I undaratamd that the norn-peraon hag fled from Cromy's labovatory.
Perhapgs tn a search for idenitity. The suthoritieg are being mosi halpful,
Byt alaa, without luck,

Thank you, Dr, Calding.

Scientists pow firmly balieve thatr romy's non-person is not rhe only
one of its kind, that the non-beings exiar in prevalent mmbera,

Yatr, it is anly rthrough NFA that these non-persons can be trapped, that
they can be tranaformed into scmebody. And to deo this, NFA must be made
readily available on newsatands sverywhere so that thase non-persons can be
cosrced into being, 8o that they can be fully realized, and thence, described.
Until such a time, we can't say for sure who buys MFA.

R !

{{Congratulations and flve free fssues to the winner: (drum Toll

: pleass) Mark Luedi. I didn't vnderstand your story, Mavrk, so I Eigure
N it wust have bean 'deap’. Thanks ro all the paocple who responded, This
- has been one of my beat contaska.})

Two old men wera sitting together ralking, The one aaid, "I rhink 1it'a
gpelled *woom®' ™

"Ho, it has a "b" in there somewhere."

"How about ‘bwoowm”?"

"Na, T think there's an "h", too. Haybe 'bhwoom".”

“Ho, more like "whoombh”,

Finally, a woman sitcing beside them tould take it no longer and aafd,
"It's spellad "wgmb ™

One man said to the other, "What does she know?! 1 bet she's never
even haard an elephant fart."
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Terrible Moments in Sport gn by Alan Steware

As an ovncoordinated child, I learned to geocept and forget the humiliarjons
caused hy sheer incompetence but it is more difficule to forget rthe throwing
away f the few oppartunities for glory thar presented themselwves.

I mever played foothall when very young. I did nor then watch ie, efither,
so 1 did not wunderstand 1t. I 41{d not want to play it. There wasa no mandatary
physical educarton in Grade 3, sa T did not have to play I, All was well
wicth cthe world.

the fall day, the achool's uaual classcoom schedule bad bean iryetrievably
serambled fer reasons that T den't recall, It may have bean about the time of
the plague epidemic. I was assigned ta & claas of &rh gradera taught by the
7th grade teacher, the schoal jack.

“"No point deoing anything today,”™ he aaid, "ler'"s go out and play football."

Hell, the football itsekf was not so bad once my heart hed stepped pounding.
The jock was somewhat amazed to find out that T 4id not know and love the game,
hut he took the rime to give detailed inascructione. On offenss {("try and getr
cpen™) 1 enjoyed myself, running afimless pass routes, occssionally stepping
to> wave my arms excitedly in felgned enthuslasm. As the QB (s vear above me)
didn't know me, there waa no wasy he was going to throw me the ball even fn
the unlikely event that I d4id manage to “get open™.

Nefense (“cover that guy") started sut well toos, I have a clear memory
of actually tipping a pass away from a receiver (and then stopping to ask,

"Did I d¢ the right thing?™.) You mee, the recefvers 1 wan covering would try
elaborate combinations of fakes —— head fakea, stope § starts, etc., to try

o get open. As my only objJective was tr aray within seven varde of them,
their feintas drew absolutely no response from me. The proper tactic when
playing againet me -— aimply tun to wvherever you want to go, grab the pase,
and continue runniag dewnfield —= Jdid uot hecome evident Fot pome time,. The
proe followed my lead and went from bump—aond-run to zone &2 few years later.

Rear the end of the game, while on defensge, I concocted a daring plan.

E had been so inconspicucus, I guessed, that no one would really be sure om

which side I war playing. Whila cu defenee, 1 crossed the 1line of scrimmage,
circled around to the rear of the jock Feacher (now plaving QB for the opposition)
and approached him from behind as if I ware a recefiver running & reveras. He

has sensed my fear and I guessa appreciated my spunk. There was a definite

glint in his eye aa he handed wme the ball and turned back toward the rest of

the field feigning surprise as I tecked the bell under my arm and hesded

towards the goal line some sixty yarde away, spurred by the hewildered cheera

of my unhellaving tsammatses.

Well, not exactly, 1 didn't rtuck the ball under my arm. I had never
run with a football hefore, It was bipg, and seamed to be cha size of a
watermelan. Heawvy, toa. 1 just tried to cargy i In foont of we with rwo
hande. This impeded my rumning. 1 wss consclous of the potantiml smbarrassment
of being caught from behind by someone who had spotted me a Pwenty yard head
start. HNow did foorbkall players carry the ballY T ranpacked sy memsry for
[deaz as 1 Lumbered down the field, Suddenly I rememhbered film clips T had
geen on the evening eportes while smiting for Walter Cronkite to starc. (Gale
Sayers?} Football players carried the ball by holding it against their
armpit with one hand, did they nor? Well, I had to try asometching and thia
appeared as good as anyrthing.

e
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I was nervous about executing the crransfay, but it seemed to go well:

{1} hold end of ball with right hand (?} press ball against armapit (3} contlnue
ruming, Ir saemed to work. And T could quickly see the advantages of carryiag
the ball in thia manner —— about 10 yprde dowmfield, I moticed that I was
hardly impeded in my running at atl.

I had miacalculated. Too wmuch pressure. The ball had aquirted out the
othay side and fallen ro rhe ground, on about the thirty ward lima., Mot fatal,
but in the excirement [ hadn't noticed ir, and learned of its departure only
after 1 had crossed the goal line wnd turned to display the ball in the
requiplte ritual of eriumph and jubhilation. I turned to gee the sple offensive
Player whe had bothered to chase wn pick uwp tha acill ball aad head back in
the other direction. I atil]l remember the look of contempt on hia face.

Well, 1 thocught, stiil not a bad play. The guy never got back to the
original line of scrimmage. T would be at lease mildly praiszed, I thought,
with the sppreciation tempered only slightly by my goof, Not s0. My teammstes
werd wowtly angry, and my jock teacher accomplice, sputteringly ac, The fact
that my touchdown would have won the game was somehow interprered as aggravating
my arror, when [ chought Air should have equal relevance in sssapsing the
brillisnca of wy strategem, I had gone from being an anonymous incompetent
to being "chat wierd kid who dropped the touchdowm™.

That would acon change, rhough. T soom became "the wierd kid who hets
croas-handed™; Llater "rhe wiegd kid who falls ovar when he takes a alap shot®.

That was 1t, I agid co myeelf, "oh well, I['1l have lota of sixty-yard
touchdown rung as T grow up'. How wrong [ wam.

C hemical Warfare

A ]
Lo

I would like to say s few words about & gerigus subject. This fall,
our campus was swepk with a "fad" or "craze™ that I regard as extremely
dangarous. Students, particularly in the residences, began ko purchase
guns of orientsa] manufacture, These gune are used to apray their [ellow
atudents with the chemical hydrogen oxlde in its deadly liquid form.

Hydrogen oxide, fer cthose of you who don®t know, L8 a widelv-used
industrial coolant. It aleo has major applications in power asystams (especially
hydro—electric) and nther large-scale industrial processea. There {m no
. question thak 1t Ls usefwul.

But, it ie al=zo dangerous. In any state (aciie, liquid, or gas) it
can kill you. In its gaseous Fform, iz can cause severe burnsy in frg solid
form, it can drastically lower body temperatwre. Bourb, deadliear aof all is
the liquid form. Every year, all round the world, thowsands die from immersion
H in liguid hydrogan oxide.

S0, why do young people with bright futures ahead of them, who are
suppogadly well educated, play games with this deadly substance? "Thrilla™?
"Kicks"t Or ims it chat the conetant threat of muclear annlhilatlou deadens
them to thoughta of more prodale dangera?

These "games™ have been played wirh these "tovs" for yeara. But, it
l1a only recently rhat they have become s aerious danger. New Japaneee-dealgned
gune can squirt large volumes of this "death julce' great distances with
great accuracy. WIll tha yourh of roday gwake to this danger, or will we scen
gee campussas esvarywhere liccered with goggy yaung corpaes?

BT, [
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Bad Doggies?

linda arsen recently gave me coples of twa articles that appeared in
the 1loeal newapaper. They described s major feud, not in the Diplomacy
hobby, but, £f you can helisve 1k, 4w the loeal dog club.

At igsue was a letter sent by Philo Jalhay who was, at the time, membership
serretary of the folden Retrliever Glub of Canada., This letter waes sent, Jalhay
says, to about 40 of the club'a 275 mewmbers. {The editor of the club’s news-
letter later teatified in court, though, thar ahe thought most club memberas
knew of the letter.) 1In this letter, one Glen Flanert was dccused of degserting
his wife and cehitdren, forging his wife's signature, and, mtat damaging of
all, neglecting the care of hia purebred dopn.

With charges like thar, particularly the last, a lawsult was inavitable,
Ansked why she wrote the letrer, He. Jalhay replied, "to clear my name"., Sha
claimed she had been wromgly accused of keeping Mr. Planert's name off the club
malling 1iat even though his name hadn't been on the list when she took over
as membership secretary from (wait for it) Mr. Planert's esatranged wife, Mr.
Flanert's lawyer asuggested that one ceason for wtiting the lerrer was to “get
Mr. Planert drummed out <of the club"; Ma, Jalhay did mot disagree,

The geurce for these charges was (you guesaed it} none orher than Pamela
Flanert, Mg. Jalhay did not ¢contact Mr. Planert to ask for his side of the
story.

Mr. Planert claimed that he was "really offended” by the letter. He
said, "1 had gone through 3 lot and I thought 1t wag all over, Than 1 got
thia.” He alse denied that the cherges were true.

The jury only consldered the forgary chavge to he true. Hr- Planert
claimed that after he and his wife peparated, he slgned her name on a memhership
renewal form "ag a matter of conventence'.

The jury ruled that Ms. Jalhay's charges would be considered "defamatory
by PELSon= of o]_‘dinar:r teagon'. Hr. Planert wvas awvarded $1,750. Hne. Ja-lhly
wag alsp ardered to pay legnl caatp in the rhousanda of dollars.

The moral, [ guess, 1s that if you Bccuae a man of ebandoning his pups,

he may come back to haound yau,

Yon Del Grande recently opened nominatfona for the 1985 Ldfer Awards,
deaigned te honouwr or dishonour hobkby motablea. You can submit up ta S
nominations in each category. The categories are:

-Mrtiest Fold

-Hobby Genlus (someone wha knows everythingl

-Most Boring Topilc

=Most Improved "Zine

~Best ‘Zine For Games Other Than Dplomacy

—~Best TZine For Hobby Hetwa

—Beat Lotter Column

—Best Gawme Other Than Diplotapy
-Biggeat Hobby Personallty (the person you would most associlate wivh cthe hobby)}

-True Hobby Haater {wha seea all, knows all, and controlla ail}
Send your nominatfons te Dom Tel Grande!lﬂ! Fliaeo NrfCreenbram, CA 94904 -1339/1ISA
by April 20, 1985,

T g g T S, o s g
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Fighting YPords 17

Drew Post In regards o your oew column "Fighring Worde™, T found Lt
to be gquite unenjoyable and totally unnecessary for vour magacine, The venom
arid hatred fnvolved in the letiers were totally osut of character for your
usval submiepions. When the feuding turned gericus, it Loat my inrcerest,
afd aleo altered my parceptiona of all pecple involved with it. T have not
had much contact with the people Ln the Diplomacy hobby, and now T sm not sure
1 would want any, I realize that there are probably & majority of decentc
people out thare, but 1 can only judge from what I yead. Thank you for letbing
me air my opinicns.

B8 LT e

-

Bt " LEMCI

_H"n EiliS 1 must say that T wase shockad and surprised by the apparent
vegom and bad feelinge expressed by your correspondents In Figheing Hords
(HFA 27/28).
While I enjoyed wour "ELff" with Rod Walker, as it seemed firat and
foremost & schelerly debate, 1t nevar occured to me cthat there was any real
. dimlika betwean the two of you. ({50 far as T know, there isn'c any.))
; As you ao doubt know, I am a relative newcomer to postal Diplomscy, you
: baing the aditorfpublisher of the only *zine to which T subseribe. I wamn'r
N all that fond of the deuble fasue, expecially with about 30T of it davoked
o pérson "x™ alleging that person "y" sald nasty things about gomeone elae,
" and person "y" vehamently denying it etcetera, atceteéra ad naustum, and aach
: of rhem saying "“Prove 1it! Prove 1t!"., HNor am I overly fond of smear campalgns
where it is suggéested that "we" (as the hobby) shwuld ignore person "a'" and
subverrt sny suthority person "a" has bacause, allegedly, person "a" doegn't
11%e cata, or doesn’t baligve in TRUTH, JUSTINE AND THE AMEREAN WAY.
. I don"t thing thar any of those {(expletive delered) things belong in your
magazine,

Steve, your "zinpe osed ro be a Yor of fun, with diverting purzles, jokes
in bad taste, and other Amusemants, not Lo mantion the Diplomacy gasmts Chemaelves.
1 faar that you have drifted into an area far different than that, and I'm
concerned about future dirscrions.

Rather chan contipue wriring thias lecter, wvhich 1T found difficule, T would
like to lesave you with a couple of snacdotas I heard recently...{{ona of which
appears alsavhere cthis {ssuz}).

T g

{{Drav and John: 1 appreciate your concerma, but L'wm not changing
my policies. Let me explain why.

You two are relatively Llsolated from the rest of thea hobby (being
Canadisns and all...), 80 you may not be aware of what's going on in
many other "sines., If HFA were Lo stop printing Ecud letters, the same
things would be said, but in 'rines where vague, unsubstantlisted allegations
WwHild not be discouraged (and would often be actlvely shncouraged), whera
the person ateacked would not have the right of reply {and would often nok
even recisve a copy of the attack). I thlok it is very important that thera
be an open forum, whare anyene can have hils say, wvhere people attacked will
ceceive a copy of the attack amd have the right to reply, vhere some
minimal standards of debate Wwill be ineisted upan.

I think that the cenktroaversy in NFA will dle dowm failrly aoon as
people bagin to realize that sending bililge to NFA 18 not a good idea.

T vyealieed from the begluning that many of =y svhscciberve, patbicularly
those who aren't deeply involved In the hobby as such, would not like
the feud matarial. It's for you psople that I created & asparace "Fighting
Words'" section. I1f you strongly dislike fewd letters, don't read thae aeccion.))

gy g TR Ly i
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RD[“I BI'UWH S0, are you atill alive atter handing out HFA 27728 in
Flushing ¢ (1¥es and mo. TI'm atil]l alive, bhot 1 dida't make ic to Flushing.})

T recefved a duplicate of the letter you printed From Bob Olaen. 1 gueas
he mass-praduced 1t., I zent him a leteer back 1in which 1t said: T myree Linaey
shouldne 't haque wpitten the letter youw aent me o copy of, but what makees my
atomacrh turn Lo the "OfF-the-record” etuff kathy's been sending out about him.
At Least what Lincey saye ie based on truth, even if eraggerated and emotionallpy
ohavrged.,  Rathy doean't peem to care about truth at all, as Lovg as ehie makas
tim sourd like gome sorld of moneter,

Boh then wrote back: T am returning your sick leitter for two reasoms.
First, F will not allow such contemptible filtk to remain in my home, @id the
grerbage won't be picked up for three daya. Second, you may at eome point in
the future develop a aense of desency, and will surely look back on your ugly
ard totally irrmational Letter to me with Aothing but shame antd meniliation.

I think, rhere in & few sentences we have a susmary of what's wrong in the
hobkby these daya. Bob and I have been writing to each other since early 1979
in a friendly easy-going relationahlp. We*ve played in a few gawes together,
but =skill kept in touch even when we weren'k in games comcurrently. ¥Even when
I stabhed him in games, he waa polite and forgiving. But, now that L daved
question the great goddess Byrne, I am subjected te this kind of teaponse, 1
am hurc, not by what Pob said, but becauese this intelligent witty guy 1've known
for 20 long has completely closed his mind to any deyiarions fyom the party line
and wi{l]l turn on friendg in a vicious assaylr if they do not share his views.

I've thought long and hard about this feud and it hae dominared all my
thinking about the hebby over the past six wmonths or so. T don't know how ta
end 1&, or what 1T cam do to help divert the hobby from the self-deatructive
path ft is on: Rod Halker recenrly said in & lerter +o me that Kathy fa the
moat important person 1n the hnh‘:ry. I agree, thoupgh not In the seanse he meant
it. She cam decide to gtop spreading liea abour her {magined enemias in the
hobby or Lo <ontinue along that courwa, 1 can't predict the gutcome 1f she
chacpes to continue a8 she has since last May, but it cannot lead to anyting
constructive. fne thing I am sure of Lt is that she will not dyxive Bruce Linsey
fram che hohby nor turn his friemids against him. All ghe can accompligh is
to give the apti-Tinsey forces more to rami about. Itm effect on me, ag &
member of the hobbky, 12 ro reaffirm my oupport for Bruce and hie efforta in the
habhy, and to lessen my respect for Rathy and her friends —— which is perhaps
net quilce what she had in mind.

1'd 1tke ro remind Kathy and her friends, if they have yead rhirg far, that
i reached my conclusicn that Bruce needed all the help 1 could give him, not
hecause of anyrhing Bruce said, but becauge of what Kathy hag besn saying about
him. If Bruce really Ism a monater, then hack off apd let the reat of ua see
1t instead of clouding the lasue with Insylts and lies, But, reason has
apparently fled the scene as evidenced by Bob Olsen's letter,

By the way, I have heard from good anthority that a circular letrar
degcribing certain medical problema of Kathy was clrculneed by Steve Arnawoodian,
and not by Bruce Linsey as was suggested by a [ew pecpla, Bur then, thase daye,
anything negacive maot he the work of the devil Lingey, righe?

Thanksa, Steve, for Pilghting Worda, where maybe s bit of trurh will find
the Iight of day.

i
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{{Both Bruce and Kathy have been sending ugly atuff about each gther,
unfortunately. Why Bob Olsen has decided to enter the fray, with letters
less rational than efther Bruce'a or Kathy's, 1is beyond wme. Fresumably
he thinks he 1s halping Kathy. If sa, he Lls sorely mistaken. Fvery
untrue story thar Bob makes up, every mindleseg insult that he Lhrows ocat,
only makes Kathy look woree. Rightly or wrongly, many pegple will hold
Kathy responsible for the exceases of her supportera.

Bruce has his fFaulta. He has done some things that are inexcusable.
Why don't his opponents concentrate gn his real favlts and hiz cveal
migdeedn inetead of taking cheap ahats and stretching the rruch?

For what 1t'"s worch, ¥athy has said very little lately. It hans
boen her "iriends® apnd "sepportera' who have done most of the talking.

The "madical problemg™ lecrer businage is an example of & very
garblad megspage, Stave Arnawoodlan gent Fred Davis a ecopy of Hruce's
drinking letter, Fred Davia referrvred to thie in Buahwacker as & lebier
; concayning "medical problems’, doubtless trying for ELhe Puphemiom of the
Year Avard. You misinterpreted thia camment as meaning that Heoody had
sent FPred an encirely differant lettar, purportedly from Bruce. Thia
is 8 claasic example of a fact getring twiasted {nco a mycth. You should
have bean more cataful in checking out the facts; the Linsey/Byrne Fead
already has encugh mychs and half-truthsal})

e

e et T

Mark Stegeman 1 do oot ETy o [ollow the feuda in posral Diplomacy,
and d¢ mobt know the cyuthsa behind current accusations. Wevertheleas, I am
- amaged by your indulgent attitude roward Brucé Linsey's lerter ta Kathy Byrne,
reprinted in #27/28, That letter i extremely foul, and nothing chat Kathy
has done to Bruce changes that. Bruce'sa detractors need hardly 1ift a finger;
the man indicta himsalf.

You claim that "Kathy deserves the bigme for any harm {(chat publishing the
laetter) cquges to hep," but sending copies to unepeclfied persona forces Kathy
to acknowledge the letter publicly if ehe wishea to reapond. Aruce's tactics
are thus at leaat aw parnicious as a public accusation, and are to me much
more of fensive.

{{Lant lsgue, I was under a miaconcepkiion about the letter. I
thought that Bruce had only sent it to a ewall numbar af people. In
fact, he had sent 1t ta about 3 people. As smakl numbers go, 3 is
a falrly large onel

If Bruce's letter were essentially a private letter tn Karhy, there
would be very 1ittle wrong with It, Sut, Lt fa ridiculous to send a
lecter to 30 people and pretend that it 12 off the record, 1e's like
placing an ad in the New York Times saying, off the reaord’ Kathy Eyrne
hae a drinking problem.

; Sn, Bruce wrote a public letter making very serious allegarions

: about Rnthy, and did 1t Iin asuch a way that Rathy c¢couldn'r know who had
heard and whoe hadn't heard the charges. Yow {and several others who

wrote In)} are right; I was wrong. PRruce's letter was very scummy indeed.))

i
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Cary Coughlan 1711 bet you ger a lat of letters. KNFA's letter column
Is probably Llhwe only twtally open letter column in North America., 1Tt reminds
me of Tohnm Michalsk1's old Brutus Pulletin —— he would print anything too.

T like your objectivity and fafrness in commenting on what you receive. Your
cartoons are pretty goed tes. 1 Ehink you effectively uee both co show chat when
& group of people are down In the mud, slinging mud-plea at each other, it'as
fairl}r 1lydicromys for eome of them to call foul when thefr oppoent hit them
with a wud—pie., I think the same atandards should apply ke sll.

Many of the hobby problema seem to result from not seeing, or not wantlng
to see, that ho problem fs totally black or white and no one side is totally
righteous and the other side totally evil, It remlads me of that Hindu story
where 7 blind men were placed around an =lephant and each one was sure that he,
and enly he, knew what the elephant was really 1ike and wouldn't telerate
ancther dissenting opinion. That"s a leason aeveral pecople need to leara In
our hobby, f.e. your friends can disagree with you, or should be able to dimagree
with you, withour your becomicg nasty to them and regarding them as your éneny.

Faul Ranterberg illustrated this point quite well in his Midlife Crisis f#19
when he stated: Pob Olsem, in a latier toc a sick publicgtion called Feudegee,
wasn 't saticfled; ha paid that T waa "enoouraging™ Bruce Lingey if I waern't
out-ari-out attacking him. What — ealiing Linsey "elime evawling under rooks™
doasn 't "encourage™ Lingey'as atbtackere?

I don"t think Kob Olsen realizes just how bad his letters make him loak.
1t seems he indulges In the very thing he condemnz fn othera. I recelved qulte
an insulting letrer From him last March which L still find hard to believe that
he was capakle of writing. L have no ideas what he thought his hurtful statements
abaout me were supposed to accomplidh,

You asked Mlsen te provide proof for one of his more specific comments
on Linsey. %id he? If he did, 1'm very surprised,

He alsc rafsed the Linsey "blackmail letter to Highfield"” and I assume
thiz is what appeared fn Volunteers. 1If mo, ifn that publicarion, Highfield's
letter Was written September 8%, 1983 and Linsey's supposed answer to 1t was
dated Ncteoher 76, 1983. That ie a gap of 7 weeks minus one day, HNothing was
shown as occuring between those two dates in Volunteexa. fQuite a lot occurred
and much of it was printed in Rill Highfteld's The Modern Patriot which was
seen hy all his gubbera. "ne of the {tems primted there was ao bad that Kathy
Bytne called Bruce Linsey and apologized ko him despite the fact that they wers
actively feudilng at that time. I am providing you wirh xeroxes of The Modern
Fatriot, with postmark datea, plus two of my own lercrers written ta Highfield,
Linsey and Byrne during that perfcd, for your own hackground to use any way
you might wish.

I have to agree with you on your amsseosment of Terry Tallman and hie
relationahip to the truth. He needa ro pay attention te facts, not opinion,

He printed a very misleading, slanted veralon of ay involwvewent between Linsey
and Mighfield in which one of his own subzine editors called bhim dewh on.

Mis all-consuming opbasesgaion with Linsey, month after month after month, im
really pitiful.

It's about time for ancther Hutton play¥?l TE1l latee, Steve...

{{Thanke for the information. Une thing I can't resiar reprinting iam
From Bill Highfield: <{Bruce) bupied himself with his conatant euggestive
phracen and picturea, then danigla about having an affair”™ wvith Alesx.
Hall, T knew that it waeg imposatble to be true rigit after I met Alex,
Aruce faiied to realise that if givenm the apportunity, enemies would declare
that he wna having a romanee with @ 16 year old girl. WNote that Bill
clearly denied the ridiculous libelous charge thar Bruce is a "child
molestor'”. And Bill can hardly be deacribed aa a Brux toady1))

]
a
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BOb 0|5EI'I S50 that is what Linssy bas heen gloating ahout In all thase
latterus he's been gending out under somebody else's name! Heedless te say, 1
am pleased and honsured to have heen a subject of this great screed —— thua
do I join a long and distinguished line of Leeder Poll winners, Boardman Humber
Custodiane, and others whe seomehow just didn't come up to Linesey's lofty
standarda,

Poor, oppreggsed Bruce Linsey. He atill doean't undergtand that there is
no big lie, mo wese hate mailing, wo one person he can drive out, that will
win back all rthe people he hag driven awsay, or ugdoe the damage he has done.

-.: nd, sadly, most likaly he never will.
; The Parsonal Lifa Cusiodiam does score one point., Rod Walker and I have

B it R

come to a weseting of the minds and currently have, I hope, good and amicahle
relarions. I apologfre once agatn, a8 I previpusly have privately, for the
remarks about Rod so gloatingly related by Linsey. ((In all failrness, I
Rloated far more than Bruce.)) Unlike Bruce Linsey, whao never erxvs no matter
how many people are frurt while he doean’t, I am merely hwman and Fully capable
of making sn error. Who knows?l HMaybe I was drunk. {(Then maybe you ahouldn't
send lettara that you write vhen drunki})
Like everything elze he wurireg, Linsey's léerrer was an inrtricate tissus
of lies and carefully-phrased deliberate deceptions. In a previouns version
of this Iecter I spent a page and o half just dissecting hig fanrasies abour
: the Eyrnecon gunboat game incidenr, wvhiech I personally wirnasaed. But why
bother goimg Into any of this? Cricicism of Linsey 1a uselesa since he
doesn't care wvhether his actlons are right or wrong as long as he geta hia
name In priot a lot. Personally I'd rather see him go back to having to eat
cat food to get attention -- and yem, I personally wicrnesaed that zoo.
Tell you what is offenaive about the drunken-rage letter? You can't
be wexrious. If you eee nothimg wrong with Lt there 1s nothing I can or would
2ay Co you ko change your mind. If you fimd that sort cf filth acceptable,
- that's aXl 1’11l ever need to know ahout you.

{{(tegarding the Byrmacon gunboat game, L just get off the phone
with Exic Kane, wvho ia widely raapected and han digagreed often with
Bryuce in the past. He said Bruce's atory ia essentially correct., Flease
gend me your page and a half of dismected Fantasies! I've been wanting
to get some dirt on Eric Kane for years.

T do not "ses nothing wrong with" Aruce's Letter. That should have
boan obvicus from even laat lassue, For more informatlon oo my feellngs
about thie lerter, see Mark Stepeman'sa letfer and my response thias Llssue.

I1'w sorry that the answer to one question can tell you all you'll
ever meed to kaow abour me, My major question about you 1s will you

. aver retracst the wntrmee statement you made Igst {ssue (that Bruce Linsey
: gent Diok Martin a note gloating that Kathy would be out of the hobby
in fzdo weaka). But the answer to this question won't tell me nearly

all that I want to know about you. T alse wonder why a person who could
write the letter you wrote ko Anduin 29 (which I nominated for the Rod
Walker Award, by the way)} would write a slimy latter like this, with no
specifie charges and lote of fnnuéndo. How can a peraon 8o intelligent
be blind to the Fact that he's making 4 fool of himself? And whar
motivates your to say things you ought to know are wntrue? However many
of these questicne you answer, T suapece 1711 still find you Fascinating;
I only regret that I'm apparently so one—dimensional by comparison.))
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l}“l(}tﬂrﬂ1 1t 1g with grear displeasure rhat 1 read yet another ‘zine
which hopz devuled spate to the Linsay—Byrne War, I call it a war bacause
have never hefotre seen a hattle which has s¢ divided rthis hobby. Fach eside
bas a devated following which 1a dedlicated tg the "death" of the other side
in whatever form "death™ may rake. HNever have I seen such charges, counter
chargea, mud-alinging and slander by both giden, 1 call on both sides to stop.
T rall on all publiphers to cease reprinting any matzrial pertalning to this
War. I bag all combatants o cotie ta their senses and remember that this 1a
supposed to bhe an enjoyable hobby. Pue ko the actions of Byroe and Linaey and
their followers, poatal Diplemacy is becoming all roo sericus and 15 ceasing
to be fun. While blood has beea drawm aml wounds opened that may never heal
o hoth sidea, the real casualty In rthis War im the hobby iteself. Both sides
are wrong to inflice this kind of punislment on the rest of ue.

Enclased ia an editorial by Noug Beyerlein. I am in compléte agreement
with irt. If you need filler for your "zime, then print it rather than the
inflammatory material wvhich appeared im NFA F27/Z3. We need t< heal these<
wounds, not cut them deeper.

In regard to your comment on page 38 of NFA #27/28, 1 resent your efforts
te label me fin thia War, 1 rake no sides for two reasons, Firsc, as BRC 1
must deal evenly with bokh sides. To side with ome againat the gther would
only further divide the habky and encourage the other side to hoyecott the
BH. Second, as 1 have stated before, I believe both sidam are wrong, I have
no intention of sllying with one wrong slde against the othar wrong glde,
especially since there 1a a third side; those who are not in this feowd and
wvant ko see It ended. T am om the side for reconcilimtion and peacse.

Concerning your statement that I "lssded a gratuitous attack" agalnet
Bruce linsey, [ must asgume that you are referring to E &l. I agtea that
my statement "the accusations are completely falme and wirhour merir” is
tather strong and not even handed. I have apologlzed to Pruce privately
for {t. You may wake that apology public by printing this. However, T stand
on the truth of that statement. ¥athy wmayY have made private threats to use
her gffice as a weapow againat people, ((In which case, Bruce’s accusstions
would not be "completely false".d) She may be complerely Innocene, T do not
know. 1 do know that she never commibted an official act as BNGC that could
be fnterpreted as misconduct and thus Bruce had ne buwainess making the remarks
and accesakions about her role as BNC. Thowe vemarks sand accusations are
withour merit unless "proof™ can ha provided.

I have no desire to defend Fathy or attack Bruce, He and 1 have made
our peacs. [ hope that ic ie a lasting one, Kathy and T are on good terms.

I hope that this can be a bastia for ending rhia can be a bamis for emding this
conflict. My objective is to keep the office of BHC ont of it, and maintain
lts reputatien Eor shjeckiviry and fairmess. Sometimes my personal bellefs
fnterfere and I wind up apologlziag for them, T am not abowve apology or
admiteing mistakes. 1 hope Rruce and Rathy can do the same, and set an
example for the hobby as a whole. Cam you do iE Steve?

{{I 2idn"t get you intoc this feud; you got yourself into 1t by
accusing Bruce of making “perscnal attacks on Kathy Byrne” and "completely
falae accusations®, T am delighted to see that you have mow gotten yourself
out of ft. Your job will be much sasier with you on good cerms with
everyone in the hobhy, For the record, T think rhar Kathy did am excellent
jabh ma BN, and you gseem to he deing just aa well._})
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DOLS Ik)'erb" {{Thia was originally publighed as an editorial in
EFGIART #183.)) This seemna to be the time of year to reflect on the past
year's eveuts and make resclutions for the new year, I have never made {r
a practice of doing thia in the pages of EFGLART, but for thla fsasue I will
maké an exception.

The postal Niplomacy hobby is ar a wvery dangerous crossroads. In 1984,
wa vaw the sscalation of an ever—-widening feud batween Bruce Linmey and Xarhy
Bytne. Mot only are these two well known Diplomacy leadera throwing barba at
eatth other, but their friends on each alde are being engulfed ineto what ins
bacoming a bottomlese guagmire of accusations and counter accusations. MWuch
of the hobby press has taken sides In theae attacks. "Zimes filled with this
kind of endless verbiage are not fun to read; although apparently cheir editorn
find thes fun to write.

The hobby has ssen wors than {ts share of feuda in the past and, while
some have bBasmh quites colourful, I cannot remewber any that divided s0 many
people and for which It was so difficult to Judge the relative merits of amch
eida"s cane. For thase TYeasons this particulat Feud greatly bothers me and
makas me wonder 1f this fewd cam be regolved -— or ar least buried., T1f 1t
continpes, it will only esrve to split the hobby and drive away prospective
hobby menbers whose only interest fs to play postal Diplomacy.

Can this feyd be regolved? Optimistically, ! answar yeg, bur rhe only
two pasple who can actually make it happen are Bruce Lingey and Kathy Byirne.
If either one of thes don"t want to stop the apreading of flames, the fire will
continue to grow, And (f the intensiry of rhe atrtacks conripues to escalate
there will ba cansiderable damage to the hobby and the principals on each gide
of the conflict,

How can this feud be anded? Shorr of one slde driving che srthar one of
the hobby (somathing that I hope won'c happen as both Bruce and Kathy have done
ampd can continue to do wmuch good work [or the hobhy), the feud can only be
ended by both mides either submitting their dispute ro hinding third party
arbitration or burying the feud without further word on the gubject. I ask
that both Bruce and KEathy seriovaly comsider thése two aoptions and 1 offer to
do whitever T can to Ffacilitata such an agreement.

What will happen 1f this feud cannct be succeasfully ended? I hate to
predict bad news, buk I can easily see a widening split im the hobby structure
ag each aide contioues fte war on the aother. Tha real damage will at Firsr
comi to those wvhoge only Roal fa te play in postal Diplowmacy games. The hohby
intrastructurad (aervices, &te.) wlll guffer and peéople will b& leasn willing to
take on hobby-oriented tasks. Eveantuslly, 1f this war of worde 18 allowed ko
contipue, 4t will rip the hobby apart and destroy much ofF what has been built
up over the past 22 years.

A8 wuch as 1 am concerned abaut the hobby'e future, I am even more concerned

about what rthis faud 1z dolng to Bruce Linsey gnd Kathy Byrne. The gdars of a

battle of rhis sort are deep amd will last & long Cime. FEwven the winoece (Lf thare

im one) will not ger off lighely. And things will never be the way that they
once were for either ome of tha antagonists or thalr aupporters, Ultimately,
I can ses rthia battle baing waged in rhe courts if it cannot be atoppad any
othar way, Slander and 1fbel may not be eaasy (o prove in a court of law, hut
I have seen & number of things in the Diplowmacy praaa that could bhe financially
very damaging to their sauthors if this feud ahould end up in court.

He are now ar che acart of a new yaar, T resolye that [ will deo all that
I can In "8% to make this hobhy of ours a better and more enjoyable place 1im
which to spend our lelsure time. Are vou willing to sgy the same? For the
good of the hobby, ray yes.
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Mark Berch 1t whom it may concern:

A number ol peopie have contacted wme {(hy Fetter. phone call or hobby
edicarial, ete.} cancerning the apecific question of how te tesolve the Byyne-
Linsey feudfwar, I'm putting my views in a form letter, in part to avold having
to repeat myself, and in part sc I can‘t he accused of saylog one thing to
one perean, and a diFFerent thing to the next. The people I have heard from
include those on efther side of the dlepuke, and these who are either neutral
or equally repelled by hath sides.

Yea, I received a copy of the RBeyerleim editorial in EFGLART. By and
large 1 apree with it. Toug was not overstacting the problem, and I think he wasa
quite right to point to the damage this feud car and will do to hobby atcuctures,
and to the image and reality of the hobby ag a place to hawe fun. T think ic
ie imperative that something be done very Very agon, befoye things get warse.
Yea, worse,

Noug offered his services as an Ombuwdsman for bindimg arbitratiom. For
those of you not familiar, Poug is one of the most fairnindad and imparcial
Persons ever to have heen in the hobby. He has been on good terms with borh
Kathy and Bruce, He's had vasgt sxperience with the hobby, having been arvound
since the 60s. I parsgnally do not kiow of a person berter placed and berter
qualified to do such a job. I am LOOX in favour of binding arbltration, with
Doug as arhitratar.

There are twg alternarives., ™ne 18 to continue as things presently are,
with the Inevitable escalations, increased bitternesa, and the like. This
solution 1s, in my copinion, not acceptable ro rhe rest of the hnbby, whose
ingeresta must be paramount,

The other 13 that bath Katrhy and Bruce weould simply agree ko shut up on
the subject of the Linsey-Byrne feud. 1 view thida plam ms 99.9% doomed to
failure, end I don"t believe thar it iz in rhe best interests of the hobby.

1 zes several problema:

1. E have gevars doubts that either party 1s capable of doilng any such thing.

2?2, It would be imposaible ta define what shutting up would comslst of.
Sure, comments in "zinea and circular lettera would be out, But where ila the
tipne to be drawm between & clycular lecter and a personal letbter? 1Is a letter
with 1 "ee" on it & circular latter? 2 “ccMa? 107 207 I sea no way Lhat
sech a Iine can be drawn. There ian*t even a mechanism for Eathy and Bruce
to eyen agree on where the line appears. Whar ahout phone conversatione, or
comments made ar a con? Is there really a difference between a comment sald
to twenty people ar a con or a circular letter sent te 20 psople? How could you
posethly enforce such an arrangement? You can't.

3. Fven 1f borh partiee never uttered the name of the other party, the
same arguments caould rage. X wouild complain about the unfailr tactics ueed by
unramed parties, Each could eriticize actions of the other's supporters. The
argument over whather to bhoycott/support some service could bring up the aame
lsgues. Ther would be no end ta this. The rasult of both this and point 2.
would he that within a few weeks or montha, both would be mecusing the ather
of breaking the "agreement™. With mo Ombudaman te be respaonsible ko, each
parcy would be Free te come up with his/her own understanding of what ahutting
uwp covers. Even the issue of what exactly {s a Byrnme-Linmey dispute {as
oppesed Lo a Byrne-somebody else or lihmey_gomebody elae dispure) would be
Fought over.
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4., Fven if both parties sald absolubely nothing of any sort, Che pBRTtisans
of sach aide would ba free to act, since nothing had fctually been settled,
It's one thing to ask such people -- and they exiat on hoth asldes —- to shulk
up for a few months while #eyerleln sorte Lt all ogut, It's too much to agk
that thegs people be anked to permanently ignore wvaresolved ipsues, It won't
bhappen. And of coursa, both Linsey amd Byrne will Feel, probably with pood
Justification, that partisans are almply acting as mouthplaces for the sllent

perscon. And thim will provoke the argument that the orher side ia cheating, etfc,

5. MOST TMPORTANT OF ALL, IT IS IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE MOBRY THAT
TH1S DLISPUTE BE ARSBITRATED. The Linsey-Byrne Teud has been very disillusioning
and painful for a iot of pecple in the hobby. As a result, the hobby very
wich neadg a hesling process, For both of them to just shut up would allow
the problem to faster, not to heal. ‘The hobby very much needs to have the
actions of both Linsey and Byrne subject to the scrutiny of an unbiasad party.
Most pacple reslizs that both Linsey and Byrne owe each other apologies.
Goetting thosa out inte the open is part of the hobby haaling process as well.
The hobby very wuch nacda an impartial analyals of this dispute, in part co
resolve it, and in part to draw lepaons as to how this can be avolded In che
future,

I atrongly suspect that both parties feel that they will not ger all
afhe fonls eo/ha im enticled to. 1If so, that'a juat oo bhad. The intersacs
of the hobby muat alsc ba considered.

Indesd, & succasaful arbicration of chis dispute might allow the hobby
to eke out one bhenefir from chis horrible mess: the legltimiration of binding
arbicrarion of hobby disputes. 1 can think of several other hobby disputes
which could alss benefit from euch a process (dincluding one which involven
neither Byrne nor Linsey). Indeed, a stcceasful arbitretion here could even
lassen (or avoid) future disputeés altogether —— wouldn't that be a great
beneflt] 1If a person knows that his or her acrions might someday be analyzed
not by pals and friemde, bur by & neutral party, such a person mlght bé a lot
more careful ln what was said. I feel virtuslly certain that had both Bruce
and Fathy rsalixed that thls was someday golng to land up with an Ombudsman,
certain rhings would never have been sald or wrltten by both partiles.

I do not halieve that Doug exaggerated the peril to the hwobby and Lts
institutions and Lka people chat preolonging this feud poaes, The time to
act 18 now, before fresh sccusations, weal, exaggerated or lmagined are aired,
mnd aven more people get hurt, or get further diegusted, to the point of
leaving the hobby. Arbitration ig not a guaranteed succesa -« Boug may find
some Lasues Intractable, A party may back out or vefuse to go along with tha
findings. Buk arbitration is a reasonable proceas, one which would not Eorce
eithr o write to the other during the arbittation —— a4ll mail cowld go to

Doug. Theré are pragent benefirs for Che hobby, and potengial furure omes
as well

As of this writing, Bruce hag informed me thai he has given Doug an
uneomditional aecepianca. [ do nat lmow whether Xathy hae given a apecific
ansuer to Dowg,
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r‘v'k‘!ll'ldﬂ l‘k}”{’_'y T Bruce Linsey:

It has come to my attention that you intend te publish all *zines In rhe
Zie Register whether the fndividwal pubbers wish you Eor do 50 or nob.

Therzfore, I wish to state te yeu at thias time, Iin witing, that T de
fiot wish to he listed in the Zine Register. I feel your policy, am stated ko
Ed Wrobel, is tobally wrong.

$itece I have oot given you any informaticn on Rebel amd since you do not
sub teo Rebel, any Information on Rebel im the Zine Reglgter stamds a good chance
of beidng inaccarate.,

The bottom line fs that T do pot with my "zine to be listad in the Zione
Repiprer. My permiseion to do sc i# not gramted. If a liuting of Rebel
appears in the Zine Register, it will be over my public uritten protesta. I
do not feel that Ipub]_j_{_- imformation' will be served by ligting "rines againast
the will of thelr pubbera and probably listed cutdated or incorrect informaticn
s well. I had always wnderstood that involvement in the Zine Repistéet was

yoluntary; not mandataory.
In issue #2 of Rebel, dated Doc, 29, 1904, I gtated that I would not be

fnvelved in the Zine Reglster. This particular letter fs going to various
people in cLhe hobby (some of whom d0 nok sub te Rebel) so I will be on further
public record as demying my permission for Rabel to be listed in the Zine

Beglster.
Unfortunately, I do ot haye Roy's addregs wo I cannot Inform him of wmy

deciglon. I hepe you will so inform him.

I hope you Wwill regpeckt my decision (as wall ae the same decisions of
othey pubberz) not to be listed im the Zine Reglster,

I would appreciate m written confirmation from e=ither you or #Hoy that
Rebel will wet be lfstéed in the Zine Ragleter.

cct S, Arcnatwodian, . Beyerlein, M, Repch, K, AyinefJ. Caruso, C. Cunning,
5. Courtemsnche, K, Gorbinfl. Extrom, M. Fagaio, 5. Hanwen, 5. Helnowski,
E, Hintgn, T, Murst, D, Martin, B. Olwsen, P, Rasuterberg, R. Rusnak,
R, Sacka, R. Smythe, B. Schillimg, T, Tallman, ®. Walker, B. Wilacm,

E. Wrahel, N. Young.

{{Hy response Is several letters latet.))

That Linsey Creature pear Melinda Holley:

L am sorry 10 fnform yeu that your request rthat Rebel he omitied from the
1985 Zine Raglster will not ke honoured, and that your ‘tine will be fncluded
in the listing over your protesta. This is in accordance with the policy
decided upon jointly by Moy Henricks and me at the time T offered 1o help him
wicth the project.,

There ia a reason for this decision. %When I offered to asmsizt Roy, he and
T discussed the Fact that T was at odde with a handful of the hobby's publishers,
and thar scme pepple would prohably try to boyeorr the ZR simply because the
name Bruce Lingey was connected with 1e, In order to alleviate thia potentinal
prohlem, we simply decidad to include all "zipes in the limting, regardlems of
whether the publisher chose to participace voluntarily.
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There i3 much precedent for this sorc of action withia rhe hobby, I'm not
sure whar Kathy Byrne's policy was with the Boardman M mbers, bur I do know that
in the past, all games have received BNs, over the CM'a protests ff need be.
Similarlty, when Dick Hartin did rhe hobby census, he included all the names,
not just thasa peaple who wanted In. The reason for this is that these projects
Ara mors effecktive {if the custodisn strives for (and achievea) Cempla&teness.

A partia] hobhy cengus would be next to useless, for example, am would be a
partial listing of gamestarre in Fverything. So it is with the Zipne Register.
Foy and 1 fael thar the purpose of the project is hesr served hy striving for
complerensas; 1,e. publishing a complete liating of "zines. And that 1s what
we shall attempr to do.

Incidentatly, 1if you wieh to write Roy directly, his addreas 18 118 Dearfield
Drive/Piccaburgh, PA 15235, 1 will forward & copy of your letter, and this
regponas, to him.

As for the possibilicty of inaccurats information making ite way into the
IR, I will do my beat to aveld this, comitting certain itema rather thin gueasing
if need be. Howaver, 1 cam hardly be held responsible for whatever errors do
crop up for publishers who choesa to withhold the relevant data. Thus, to
fnmwure accurscy, L would urge you Ta sand in the Information gheet, Hy only
other resort will be teo gather whatevar information I <an [rom other aocurces,
regarding Rebsl and other *zines whosze publishers will one cooperare,

I closé with some brief thoughts, directed toward those who are trying to
dastrcy the project aimply due to the presence of my name pn ic, Who smong
you offered help vhen Roy needed 1t? Tan Eact, who among you would offer tao do
the typing and other legwork that resains before me? How many of you would
rathar teéear dow # hobby pervice than have it completed In part by Bruce Linsey?
And who in this hobby 18 really the destructive force?

cer all thoms who peceived the original letter from Melinda, plue Roy Henricks,
Gary Coughlan, snd Screve Futton

((My comments appear later.})

Malinda Holley 1o Bruce Linsey:

1 am indeed sorcy you mre denying my request mot to incluoed Rebel in the
upcoming Zine Begistex. T am very gorry for the hobby service which will suffer
tha alisnation of many pubbera because of thia high-handed tactic.

I ma absolutely furdoug that Rebel, which 1 created, is not under my
control. I composed Rebel, do tha GMing, have it reproduced, and mail it. et
two people, who have nothing at all to da with Rebel, have arbitrarily decided
to use ir for theiy own purpoEsb.

There is no precedent for your decision. Your bringing In the Boardman
Mumbers, the hobby cemsus, and rhe gtats is just so wuch cheap illualon. The
Register, BH'a, Census, and Everything are four s<parate hobby secvices. Thelr
functlions are different; and their reasons for existing are completely differsnt,
Your comparieon of tha four is like comparing apples to orangesg Lo grapefruits
to lemons or comparing Cadillacs bto Ferarris te Fords to Volkisvagens., Thers
is a basic aimilaricy, bur one haes very little te do with the othar three,
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S50 let’s stick to rhe macter at hand (the 2R}, shalt we, and omit the
cheap 11lusiona? There is 0o precedent for the declgion made by you and Reoy...
merely a desire to make Bruce Linsey's handling of a hobb¥ project Ioek
perfect {{or to make a hobby project actually be perfect)),

You certainly will be held respomaibls for any errors im 1liating Rebel.

If you 1ist Rehel over my proteats, the burden of accuracy im upon you, Your

stating that I should submit fnformation to avold errcre 13 a pathetis atrempt

at blackmall, ,.and 1& recognfzed as such, {(Ef It was an attempt aft hlackmail,

Lt certainly was a patheric one,..)}

Concerning your fimal paragraph, I would like to state the following:

I} No one 15 trying to tear down a hobby project, Your accusation is a poor
attempt to clpak !uurself with tha mantle of a hobby fynction, We digasidencg
{to borrow a term) are simply trying to exercise freedom of cholce...and
being dented it,

2} Since I don't know how many pecple Roy asked for help, the guestion 4=
irrelevant. It has npthing to do wirh your decision te force people to
be ldated in the ZR,

3) You volunteered far rhe job, so your complainr about the amount of work
invalved 1s alse ierelevanct. You'd have Lleas work to do If you didn™t
force people ro be linted in the ZR.

4} The disruptive force you mpaak of is you and Roy. High—-handed tactice are
always deatructive.

I'm sure aomeone will mention how T and others like myself are trying
to disrupt a hobby functionfaservice. If your high-handed methodm are golng to
be used, then I'd say it's time for someone Lo do a little disrupting., In fact,
1f I'd kpown such methods were golng to ba used, I would have delayed ERebel until
afeer the ZE was published.

In cloaing, I repeat that I aw furiouw at such high-handed methods and
serlously queaticn the right of any two people within this hobky being allowed
to dictate compliance to the rest of va. There is ne precedent for forcing
people to be listed in the Zine Register

co: Kachy ByrnefJohn Caruac, Mark Berch, RoY Henclcksa, Steve Huttow, Bob Olsen,
Rohert Sacks, Ed Wrobhel.

((Handwritten on my copy wasi)) P.5. Steve, pou have my permission io print
my firet letter to Fruce, hiep reply (I'm eure he'd agree) and this leiter in
NFA, T realiae the Length may prohibit it and reclize editing will be dome
Fatrliy. .

{{We're almost done the Zine Register stuff...))

Mark Berch pear Melindas:

Thank you for sending me the copy of your ...lercer to Bruce Linsey.

Hhere I dieagree with you the most is your rejectiom of the gimilarc{cy
between the Census, Everything, and Zine Regieter. In reality, theme three
are very closely naraliel, they are all done in basically the same way ami
for the mame purpose. Each of them i a 1iating of essentinl hobby data. The
Census 1istas people, Tverything listst games, and ZR lists 'zines, and each
performa exactly the same functlon in preparing a 1ist. As I'm sure you
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recognize, people, "rineaa, and gamaes are rhe three essentinl components of Che
postal Diplomacy hebby, and this triad of projectas lipts them all, There is
me reason for the standarda of one to be any differant from the grher cwo.

Zach has the same purpoge: to provide g useful "rool™ For psople in the haobby,
and to provide 5 wvrictten record of the hobby. They each gparace in largely
ths sames manner -— they rely mainly on information provided by the publishers.
In e#ach case, tha parson who is in charge is mllpwed Fo run the praject in the
manner he or she thinke best, and for ag long as he or ehe likes, vmlens the
project has clearly bsen abandoned. Each of these projects has, and should have,
the goal of being as complete as possible, since any omipgsions vitlate the
usefulnegss of thase projeces. Thue, whila you ridicule rhe similarities, ino
fact, cthey ars very closely parallel, differing only In exactly what it 1is
they liac,

You argue, "I am sbaclutely furiocus that Rebel, which 1 cresaced, 1& not
wnder my contrel™., It most certsinly la. You can do exactly what you wankt with
Rebel, aad your actionm can be exactly the gsame aa if ZE did not axiet. What
isn’t under your comtrol, however, 1a ZR. The irony here ig that while you
insist on absolute comtrol over Rebel, wvhich is your right, you don't scem to
accept Koy having abscolute control over ZR. I wonder how you would react 1f
Eoy or Pruce or I uttempted to dictate what you couldn’t put In your *zine
— yet that is exactly wvhat you seek to do with Roy. Your argusent makes every

bit a8 much éense as Bruce's gibberish a Eevw imsues back in Yol when he complained

that Kathy's having the right to call games "irreguiarc” meant that he wvas GMing
vnder Kathy'¢ “thumb'". There hive been a few rare cases in the past vhere

He, for axsample, have asked that their game starts and ends not appear in
Evarything: tha informstion has bean listed anyhow. And there have been
publisheras who have not cooparated or given their consenr in the past for a
listing in ZR, but were listed anyhow {(generally wich a motatiom that nothing
had been recelvad).

As 1 said 1n my previous letter ({which T haven'c seen)), and it's still
true, you haven'r given 5 mingle reancn for not wanting your listing in the
ZR. You are asking BRoy to delibarately put out an incomplete product, and not
even glving him a reason why you want his product to be incomplete, Thac'a
an awfyl lot to ask of a congeclentious person. Too mich, in my opinico,. 1
have alwaya falt that those who do hobby gervice projects cught to be allowed
to do them in the mstner that they think is proper, For exaswple, while I
disagreead with Kathy's declsion as BHC not to give certain games » BH, T never
challenged her right to make such a judgewent. You talk about “freedom of
cholca™. You hawe it} you are free to ignore the ZE entirely if you Lkike.
Why 1is it that Roy and Bruce do not have a "freedom of cholce™ in declding
how complate to make tha ZR. °

cec: Henricks, Linsey, Sacks, Hutton
{(Randuritten on my copy wam:)) Stepe, I'm not sending you this to urge you

to put this dispute into NFA. However, if you decide to do that, feel free
to o my views,

i .
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Dear Melinda, That Linsey Creature

Thank you very much for your lettar of 114, which arrilved yesterday. I wase
pleansd that you wers concerned enough to writas back.

May I take a few momenis tc allevliate soms of your worrlee? You are incorrsct
In stating that Ret=l 18 "not under (your} control™, that Roy and I "have arbltrarily
decided to use it for {owr) own purposes™, or that we are going to “dictate compllance®
to anybody. To answer thesa)

1) Rebel 1a entirely under ¥Your contreol. Roy and I have abmalutely no say
regarding what you publish. The fact that a zins recelves mentlon elgewhere 1h the
hobhy without the express consent of the publigher does not mean that 1t is net
under the publisher®e control, Look, Kathy Byrne haa menticned ¥olce of Doom and
Pruce Linsey many times without my pamilssion (which of course., she doesn‘t need to
have). But that doesn't mean that ¥D was not under my contrel.

2} The decision wasn®t arbitraty. It applied equally to all publishersa, not
Just you. Moresover, we made the decision carefully and after some conslderatlon.

Beslides, this lan"t for our owm pwapesss, though Roy might dloagres. As far as
I am concerned, the ZR is a project which servea the hobb s0 1t's for the hobby's
purposes, I just happen to be helplng out. and yes, 1 35 think that a good portiocn
of the hobby would want the ZR to be complete.

3) W¥e aren"t dictating anything. You, and thoBe who agrme with your stance,
don't have to do anythlng, You don't saven have to send in the lnfo sheei. To the
contrary, it appears that you aye the one attempting to dlciate the pelicy of & hobby
mexrvlce projest te its custodlan.

Regarding ycur etatement that my requeat for you to sutmlt the info sheet Or
rw a highar risk of érrors is blackmalls I'm vary sorry, but that's the way 1t
is. There is almost no chance that a Zins whose publlisher sutmltted s corract info
sheet wlll be l1isted wlih errors. There ls a much hlgher chance that this wlll cccur
for a zine whose publisher chooses not to comply. I don't regard that as blackmail.
but rather just a =tatement of facts, OFf courmee, I tend tc be gulte carsful when
compiling data for a hobby project, and would be likely to omlt an ltem rather than
guess, If youw like, I'll be perfectly happy to eend you the data I have obtained
for Rebe]l (from two of your readers), and you can ver .'|f or correct it for m=,
Although - really, 1t ssams tp me that 1t would just be simplar t¢ send In the info sheet
O YOUT OWTl.,.

As Mark Berch polnted cut, HWellnda, you dldn't glve a reason for your request to
begln with. 1 personally cannct think of valld reason for Roy and I to alter our
pollcy, but if you have ona, why don't you glve it? If thers iB & compelling Treasch
for us toe make axceptions, then we might oconaider doing it, But you offered no
reasone &t all, so 1li’a very difficult for Roy and me to evaluata what thelr merits
aight ba. {Heck. even a publisher who doesn't want any mors subacribers can always
mention thils 1n his Publilsher's Statement. And no, Boy and I do not regard the 1lline
of reasoning that Bruce-is-a-ratfink-sc-we're—golng-to-destroy-any-prolect -he-
touches as a "valid reason™, ‘That’e the line taken by Ed Wrobel and perhaps others,
but 1t’s not golng to persuade us to change the poliey of the project,)

I didn"t complain about the amount of work involved; I merely menticned that
there was mors work left ahead of me. Thoss who read ¥D when 1t was published know
that 1'4d be tha lasi ons %o complaln aboul typlng & faw pages, Or & few doZen.

Had tha projectad workload bsen 1oo great, I wouldn'"t have offared help to Roy to
start wlth.

In clesing, 1 would urge you to pleams not be e furlous about thia mattar.
There are far worse things that <¢an happen to a zine 1n thils hobby than being 1isted
in the Zine Register. Even though You disagres with our pelley {which ef course 1=
your right)}, relax. T don‘t see how any great evil 1e geing to befall you or Rebel
83 & result of 1is belng listed -- add If T did, we'd change the policy in a hurry.

Bas=t,

ce 4o those on your 1list, plus Gary Coughlan, Rad Wk éfﬂ/

ey S



o
A

3%

({At last 1t'e my tutn to give my commentw. First, 1'd like to say that
I find it hard to get worked up about this iseue elther way. Tinoe whien doas
anybody give a damn about the Zine Regiater?!?! 1t is not an indeapensable
hobby service, nor does it have a wvery long history. [ suapect that most
hobbylets didn"t know that the EZine Regisiter was a year latée, and of those
who inev most didn’t particularly care. T think both Rruce and Melinda could
benefit from thinking about how ludicrously Low are the stakes in this battle,

On coﬂparing the Zine Register to other hobby
services, I'11 pive them one pelnt 4pch — the Z0
is quite gimilar to rha cepsua, bur not tao Eusrxthing
Bveryrhing liara game regults which are usaed by
ratingns keepetrs. 1If Everything were incowmplete,
the ratings would be virvtually worthless, particularly
if aomeone had the power to arbitrarily say which
games would ace be listed, Furthermore, since each
game reporkt lieca informacion concerning ar leastr 8
people {at least | GM, at Leasr 7 players), there is
ng one persen wha could legictimatrely claim the right
to Btop a game from being listed. The censua and
ZR ara bhoth lists of Information with mo particular
usej 1in each case a person/publighar would have at
leaat some juactification in asking that hiz name/'zine
not be listed.

How bad would 1t be if the ceneus or ZR were
Lncoaplete? Limsey saya "a partial hobby census
1ld bhe next to ussless”. This ranks as one of
the few gemminely mmourous statementa in rhis whole
ispute. Fvery hobby census has been a partial
ensun. And we can keep having censuses for the
ext thousand yeara without gekbing a cowplete ohe.
(Thia is pot a criticiem of Nick Marrim, who I
ommend for dolng as good a job as he did, Ber

complete census in a hobby like ours is nowhere

ear posaible.) Ewvery cemaug aod every Zine Repiasrer

8 been incomplete, yer thﬂ? have not generally baen
considerad "nawt to ussless”

1 think Roy Henricka (who is in charge of the Zine Register) ls entitled
to maka whatever decision he wvants about who ko ligt. | T, personally, would noi
list people who axplicitly zak not to be listed, though T can rcertainly see che
ather side.

Ate the pecple hoycotting :ha Zine Regiarer right ko do s0? HMelinda lfolley
muar gurely realire that she can't keep her "zine's existence a aecret. So,
boycotting the ZR ig essencially pointleas. The claim 1s made rhat pecple are
boayeotting tha Zl.batluae fienricks will list people whether oxr not they sant to
be Listed, (in other words, they are boycotting because they know a boycotft will
have no effect.) T think thats a bit much to ask the hobhby to believe, The
other reason given ia thar Bruce Linaey {s involved as an asslstant to Roy.
Boycotting thea IR because Bruce is helpilng with it 1s like shunning Your
grandmorher because Bruce lLinsey walked her across the street.})

Melinds Holley
has & secret!
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Rod Walkef The question of "Thar Linsey Creature”™ Is llkely to plapue
us fui yuite some bime, IL would Pe 80 much better if all these people went
te an ombudsman and pot a settlement...and in the meanbtime agreed te shut up
and stop hassling the rest af us.

Your lettekcol this time did much to put a lokt of this in perspective,
notably because of your comments. 1T will oot say that I regacd Bruce as an
angel in all of thie. He has {as I see It) done some things which were, at
the very least, nort very nice. I would not hlame some people if they chose to
remain unfriends with Bruce (evem 1f only Becase of thelr petdgonal feelinge
about things he's done). For mymelf, I regard Bruce ms a Eriend, just as 1
regavd Fathy Byrme as a friend, and if one has done something to hurt the
other, thar'e between them.

One thing that John Carvaao, for instance, is anriouws to push as = point,
1 thar all of Bruce'pg g]_l-ﬂg&d middeeds have occorced &;nenti.&l]ﬁy outaide the
hobby {(with one =xception, wmentioned later on). 1In his opinion, this mikes
them worse...which ia am may be, Howevar, my question is "why should the
MHplomacy hobby waste fts time becavee people are having peresonal problems on
the ourside???" It seema Lo me that the hobby gught to be concerned only with
bhehby matrers and ler the regt g0 - (1 realize theat there Ix an extenmive grey
area as to what might be considered "hobby" as opposed to "outside rhe hobby™.)

The only question that ought Ko concern the hobby involves whether Bruce
1s "fit™ ro run suwch services as the Lesder ("Runesgtonae™) Poll and the Zine
Regiater. I do not sea that rhe alleged "crimes™ of Bruce Linsey have much to
do with such a guestfon, By "fir", I mean of course whether hs will do a good
Jebh with each projece, not whether he ia a "woarthy™ parson, MHobby projects
go ta people {or should go Eo them) on the basis of their abilirias to perform
effect ively at whatever they"ra agked to do. I do not eee, for inatance, how
Bruce'as behaviour roward Bill Mighfield {unadmirable a=s it was) has any bearing
on his ability to produre ma complete and accurare Zine Regimter.

It 1a a fact that Bruce was properly appointad to the Poll and the Register
by hip immediate predecessor in the pesition. ((Mote: Bruce Linmey 1# not
in charge of the Zine Kegister. %oy Henricka ia still in charge and still has
ctomplete tesponsgibilicy for ic.)) If Bruce were a person wha could not do =
proper job, that would be & Teason to protest. Bur what Facta {FACTS1t) do
we have te prove that Rruce can or cannoct handle these joba?

I. He have Bruce's publiching hiatory. ¥oice of Doom case out regularly
«--1in fact, more than regularly, with many midterm lssues...and punctually
during its career of [00 imsues. Bruce alac carried every game he =tarted
to completion. When he stopped publishing, he refunded all his mubscriptions
(including, amazingly, rash refunds to people who were actually getting free
lasues hecauee they wrote articles, won conteets, &c.). Bruce's record as

8 publisher is not merely OK; 1t ta ex lary.
2. Bruce has run (and still runs? one hobby project...the Novice Packer

{Supernova)}. He was responsible for the entire thing..-getring the articles,
Ed[f_ing them and printing the final product, and gending out copiss to thoss who
réquested them, In all of the past 3 yeparn, ha has sent out coples af SI.IEEI‘.'HDUH.
punctually upon request. HMa has pever to my knowledge failed to reapond to

an order for a copy¥, amd he has kept the price at a modesr 51 during all {or
mosty aof this time (It was origtnally 75¢). There are people who argue {with
respect to the ZR) thar Byuce shouldn't have contazt with movices (bhut, of course,
they offer no facts ro support that opinion). The fact is, Bruce has had

direcr contact with hobby novices for mors than 1 years now, NOT OHCE HAS
ANYONE QFFERED ANY EVINENCE THAT ME HAS ABUSED TIIIS POSITEM NOR THAT ANT
NOVICE WAS HARMED NOR MESIMNFORMED BY BRUCE LINSEY. His conduct of this hobby
service 13, again, exemplary.




3. Bruce hap some pereonal characteristica which annoy mome peopla. He
can, for insrance, badger you to death when you have a dissgreement. 1 would
gather that this is ar the bortom of the intenaely negative reactions of normally
placid people such as Steve Langley and Tim Meinel, On the ather hand, the kind
af dJogged persistence which Bruce undoubtedly haa {3 something which will be
a plys in administering rhings auch 28 the Poll and the Register (tha lacter
has recently sufferad from beling incomplere, for Lnatance},

Bruce hps been sccused of haing dishoneat, ar leaat Iy parc becauss ha 1s
admiccedly guillry of what ATET calls “coll fraud", oK, bur what about his
extremely honest record as GM, publiaher, and Novice Packer Cugtodian? Bruce
In aliso accused of "telling lige', but unfortunately ne phygical proaf has ever
been offered, Thesne occasionsa wausally involva phone calls and such, where no
"oroaf" would be possible. Butr certalnly there is abundant evidence that
Bruce conducte himself honestly wirhin the hobby.

Bruca has also haen accused of having a "Lolira complex™ {although I don*t
know anyones who has used that particular term). I will admit che possibility.
I do not admjit that it is relevant to the hobby. Hobby membars may want to
lock up their underage daughteras when Bruce is In town, juwat in cage, but that
has nothing to do with vhether they vote In the Leeder Poll or get lieted in
the Zine Register.

4. There im, as a hobby matter, Bruce's allegation that KXathy Bymme
threateosd to declare his gases Lrregular. Since Kathy took mo such actlon,
thie matter is minoer ac bast. Many posslbilities exist. MAruce could have
sisynderistood something Kathy gald. Xathy could have said gpomathing of rhe
sort in the heat ¢f anger and then forgotten ft. The matter 1g complicated
by John Caruso'a assertiom thar he, not Kathy made the phone call Bruce is
referring to. Johit does mot scund very moch 1ike Xacthy, but perhaps Bruce
has confused a phone call he got frowm ¥athy with sowething John asald. oOr
parhapa Joim ta "“covering” for Kathy. Or perhapz,.,. Well, the possihilitcies
ara potentially vary numerous. It seems to me foolfsh Eo pursue this matter
without knowing what actually happened.

Eppecially 4t is foolimh of Bruce to purswe it. He han aduitted that he
apce threatened to use the Hovice Packet ap A weapon againae John Caruse, and
then thought better of it when frienda told him vhat & atupid idea {t would be.
He axpecra, therafore, that we should forgive him for making the threat because
he naver carried it sur, and drop the marter. T agree...but the sltuacion with
Fachy is exactly ansalogous. Even if she mede the chreat, it was never carried
outr, so Bruca should pimply drop the whole matter. In facr, we know the threat
vaa made {John Caruss says he made it, so it ie logical to asgsume Chat somebady
made 1it), and 1 don't see that 1t makea much difference whather it came from
John or FKathy.

{(I agree wicth you that since Kathy didn't carry out tha threat (even
1Ef ohe made Iit) Bruce should drop this matter. (He may have done a0.)
The hobby has Bruce's word againet Kathy's that ¥athy did something not
particularly terrible (made a thteat in the heat of anger that gshe would
néver have actually cartied gut). This ig not worth worcying abouri

Johmi Caruec claima that he made the phone ceall in gueatiom, but T
do not believe that he claime to have made this threat. Thus, Bruce would
atill digagree with Jolm and ¥athy ghout whether or not a threat wvas ever

made, ) )
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The really disturhing thing ahout the antd-Linsey campaign 1 Ilts hysterical
and distorted nature, As I gald hefore, [ do not mean to imply that Bruce is
a compléete innocent,. Me admits to tpll Fraud {calling people and %11ling the
charges to innocent third parties). The Highfield Incldent was awful! {(on
both sides, I might add}. Attacking Kathy for an unconsummated threat wasz a
terribly chaap shot. And 50 on. However: the tendency has been to paint
Bruce in colours far more unflattering than he degerves,

The wmatter of the "Francine letter™ 1s the best came in peoint. All gseortsa
of adjectives and eplthets have been applied ko it. The fFacts aeam Lo be
that Bruce wrpte a letter to Francine in the Winter of 1984. Had the letter
been gbvioualy "hate maLll™ ot ™obscene filth” or whatever, 1t would be hard
indeed te explain why yelationa between Bruce and Eathy remained cordial until
the faollowing HMay. Sowehow, therefore, tha letter was recognized as being
"sick" {ro wse John Carusc’s term} only after the Byme-Linsey feud heated up.
In other worde, Kathy's and Johm's perception of that letter actually underwent
a change. How people are calling the letter all sorvts of thinges, bur nobody
ia bathering to give any facta, The one moderately detailed deacription of
the letkber I've heen able to obtain auggesta that ir conrpine some atarements
which rould (but aleo could not) be viewed na sewual Lnnuendo of one typa of
anather. That is wery thin ice on which re skate the view thar rhis letray is
rarticularly terrible, It ia interesting thar some of Bruce's detrastors
have adopted the wiew rhat a lerter from hisn ro Fraicine is ipso facto a bad
thing, thus avoliding all discuasion of content altogether (that 48, they contend
content ig lrrelevant; it's the fact of gpuch a letter that comnta). From this
argument, I conclude chat the letter 1a in facek either not very terrible or
is just aa Innocuoua as Bruce claime It is. Only che actual contenta of the
letver can settie that point. TIf Karhy Byrne ia wvnwilling cor unable to
provide a copy (I have heard two atoriea: Steve Arnpwondian tore it up Iin &
rage; Jobn Carvao threw it away Imn a rage), then I helieve al) discuasion of
this allegedly ""sick™ letter should be abandoned.

I am sorry this has gome on at such length. However, I want to return
to my maln point In closing. The anti-Linsey factilion has no right to atbtempt
to sabotage a hobby-wide poll and a hobby service simply bacause they want to
get reyenge agalnst Bruce Linsey. Thelr complaints against Bruce involve
activities gutaide the hobbky and/for are unsubstantiated by [irm evidence. IE
these pecple want to ait around and hate Bruce Linsey, fine] 1If Bruce andfor
any of his friends want to sit around and hate the membars of the other aide,
fine. Let them, although I would hope that they do it privately and not fL11
up reams of "zTines with it., Meanwhile, there iz as yet no vérifiable remson
to gsabotage the projecta Bruce Ie working o, I will agree that It would have
been hetter not to tranofer theae projects to Bruce under curreant circusatapces,
bt unleea gomething happens Lo reveras the tranafers, that fs the way things
have come about, Sabotage 1s mo answer, and thus far I see ne feason for 1t
other than pure (and not necéssarfly rational) hate. Hike Barno Le abeclutely
right! We naad aone peace (for a change}),

{(Inaccustomed as I am to agreeing with you In prine, I'n almost
at a loss for wotda. Thank you for aending me such a wall wrlitten acd
well reasoned letter. I'=m glad my readers have gotten a chance to see
yau at your beat and 5ce why Yoo are 80 well respected In the hobby,))
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jﬂhn {CAarusgo why is it that when Bob Olsen makes a statement, he pust
prove it or retract Lt, yet when Linsey does, or Eelliey does, ot wheno Relley
is proven to be lying, they sre not bound by theee conditions? Linsey claimed
he senr the letter to Kathy's twineg "with het explicit permipalon'. Why didn'c
you nak for proof of this statement? Kelley Was praven L0 have lied, but does
he apologize or retract? Nol Proof was provided! HNo one "“forgeta" chey tack
martisl arta. He may not be as sharp today as he once was, buf he wouldn'k
“forget” all abour ft. And did you say anything about Lt? ¥Kelley and Linsey
both claim that [ threatened Kelley. A chatgs that they have fabtricared about
me, Let's see the proof, or a retraction, Nob only doed Xellay owe Dava
Carter, you, and both ¥our readers an spology for hlas falss statementsg, he
slsc owea me gn apology for the libelous way he wrote tc and ahoat we in your
'zines. It is not wy responsibility Lo provée his atarementes falae, he sust
prove them true, or retract them. I proved my claims about Kelley, What's
tha mitter =— can’t ha prove his clafima aboyt med

In ptevicus iagues of HFA, you sald Rod Walker wvas wrong in presenting
vagut and unpubitantiated allagabions regarding me, and thar he should be
toth specific and present the procf. In NFA 26 you condemsned me for offering
proof when challenged by Lingey. The proof I offersd wvas relavant Eo what ha
said I knevw nothing sbout. Walker must provide specifics and prooft 1 am net
sllowvad tol Olsen must provide proof! Lineey isn’c even anked to! (Ry the
way, sncloaed i & copy of the "blackmnil™ lerter Linsey sent to Highfield,
Linssy calls it a warning. To each thelr own perm.)

1 don'r sea Lingey responding anywhera to the requeats for proof. What I
pee i hism ertacking pecple, sidearepping the raquescs, or ignoring them,
changing his atories, repeating his falue stavements and gemerally wmoke—screening.
or fabricacing. EKathy's alleged chreat to declare Linsey's games irregular,
and my mlleged threat ro punch our Kelley are excellent examples of hia
fabrications snd repeating them, Wnlass he can prove these atatements, neither
varcants consideration. Oh, and for the record, Fathy didn't call Linsey
5726, I did. .

I wvill provide snguers to Linsey’s points, after all of the untrne
statemsats from 27/28 ars corrected, and the double standard armoaphers in
1iftesd. As it stands now, HFA is hardly a nevtral forum for a falr diacussion,

Mike Barno's lettar on the Highfield/Linsey/Alex siruacion doesn’t
affer any new light. Mike haa juat Tépeated everyrhing chat was alresdy
mtated, except that he called Highfleld “dangerous”, Where's the proof thac
Highfield Is dangercus?! Though Mike claimg thar ir wasn’t a criangle, the
plcture he palnted sure fits the bill. Thank youw for baing honest, Hike.

I"m moxry Mike domsn't like FiM, though, It was never intended as a2 forum
to defend myeelf, or attack others. But whan people take you to task, or
print “wntrue ztatements' about you, and refuae to retract thea via private
tequests, what alternative do you havel

I aysmpathite with you, Mika, I, too, don't want to aee all thig fighting.
I'm gorry you've seen fit to put obetacles hetween our friendship. I always
was civil towsrds you, ae well as Ron “Smafu” Brown, and will remain go, ewen
though Brown can't seem to be civil towards me. [ hop® you don't follow his
axanple, :
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Since T menrioned Brown's name, and he's heen making irratienal, wiid
public statements, let me ank you this, Ron: why ts Lt K for you (I ghould
say wa= It (K} to blast one of your subbers in print in Snafu for writing =
letter Lo you complaining that vou put too much of your "personal 1ife" in
your 'zine. Yet when XKathy eriticized Linsey for writing a letter, not to
her, brt te her HON HOBRBRYIST daughter, that ahe and 1 are wrong. Surely
writing the non-hobbyist dipectly ie far morve serfcous than writing the hobbyiat
complaining abour roo much "personal 1ife™ material. After all, as a subher
it'a his/her money, If the subber was wrong to write you complaining, then
linsey (or anyone for that matter) would be equally 1f not mora so WRONG for
writing a non-hobbyiet.

Linsey stated Kathy *“asked him"™ to write ir. Ler's see the proof,
Linsey claimed Kathy requeated this, let's aee the proof. If we are going
te conduct “impartial" diacussicns, we should stick to che facta -- not
Linsey's fabricatioens, or hearsay. And let ua not forget, Linsey admitted
to wrlting the letter.

Berch, as usual, 1a full of hot alr, He doesn't even know what he's
talking about. For the recerd, T had ! game with 1-Z openings when Walker,

a non—gubber at the time, listed me in his openings eervice, Rod and 1
exchanged at least I pieces of mail ¢ach, and I was ligted for two months
deppite the fact that the game was Fflled, prior to the Iinfamous "I1 Puce™
letter. The extra 1listing cost me money For phone calls because 5 extra
players wanted to wait for m¥ next opening. T had to call all 5 when I
found 2 more players, only to have 2 of rthem say no thanks — the wait was
too leng. Yeu can’t expect semeone who doesn”t have any game opaidngs (Like
Rerch) to comprehend what It takes in time, work and coptd bto start up =
Eame.
Putrthermote, anyohéa reading the example can see where tha douhle standard
is -~ one is forcing e to he listed against my will, the other 18 refusing
m¥ weply, worde, whatever. ({I have no idea what Joh» is referring to here

aa "the otheg™.)) What it comes down to 1eg Berchism types trying to “"comtrol”
or "dictate™ o me {(or anyone =lse) whers gnd what I can primt or must print,
not my fresdom of cholce, However, 1 did find it amusing that Mark Rerch
peems to think he knows more about oy game openinga rthan me, and whar’s beat
For me. ’

My main complafnts with Limnaey's perition was twofeld., One, it wvas intanded
as a “boyecott™ to deny my right of reply., Two, nane of the alleged charges
azgainst me ware detailed, or presented with proaf, What ¥ find satlafying mow,
some people voluntarily refusing Linsey, exactly whart he iried to do to me.

{(There's a lot toc comment on in this letter! ['11 start at the
beginning.

fome charges could, Lf trwe, be easily preven; others, even if
true, rould not. If I clafim that you saild terrible things to me In
pereon ar over the phone, thare's no way either of us can prove or
disprove chis claim. If, on the other hand, I clalm that yow wrete
a letter ko me that sald terrible things, I ahculd eaglly be ahle to
provide proof. S0, wWe can divide claima into the provable (1if true)

and the enprovable.
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You apend a grear deal of time taking unprovable atatemence by linaey and
kelley and saying “prove them". Tt's a legitimace questfon whether or not
people should make upprovable charges imvolving telephone calls and personal
convergations, (This tactic 1im used by both Bruce and his opponents.) HRut,
ler's pot wasre our time challenging people to prove the unprovabla,

The statement Olmen made (ke also wrote to Diek Martin gloating about
how "ahe'il be out of the hobby in tuo weeke™) 1s easlly provable. Since
Bruce denied wricing such & note, Bob need only get fvom Dick a copy of this
note and he can ghow the entire hobkby char Bruce linsey is a liar. Similarly,
the claims about "swutty bate lettars™ from Bruce to Kathy'a children are
wasily provabls. In aach case, the fallure te prove the easlly provable sakes
it saem wvery likely chat theae claiwms ars untrue,

Kelley nmid thar he'd forgotten writing the "karate” letter, and no longer
had any skill at mareisl arts (never having had such skill to begin with)., I
see ng reason to deoubt his statements.

Regarding rtha Aler lerrer, I have two complaints. First, you should have
shown wmore consideration for the fezlings of an innocent perpon (the yaung
girl who urote this parsonal letter)}. Second, you clatwed that thia letter
was a reflection of Alex*s feelings ewen though you should have known that
this wasn*t the case, S5Since writing that letter, Alex had written things in
Tha Voice of Doom showing that she was not on bad terms with Bruce. Your
sending sround this letter aeémi lens an atrespt to spread the truth chan
a8 malicious attempt to hutt Bruce Linsey.

The double standacrd you claim exiets doesn't., 1 have nor asked Bruce
or anyone dlae for proof of clearly unprovable statemencs, [ have aaked
othexrs for proof of provable statements, Tyge, | dida't ask Bruce for proof
of his provable etatements, bur only becpuse he provided this preof unasked.
The avidence he sent with his letrer lasrt igsue even allowed wme to correct
pacme of his mors sxcrame atatemente. I'm willing ro give you and Bob ODlsen
tha same special tregtment as Brure Limssy: aa soon as you start providing
proof, 111l stop amking for ic,

HriA 1s prohably nor meutral. I have never clalwed it was. T have wmy
ORITH d;T;Innu, and intand to express them, But, HFA 1s an open forum (meaning
that anyone can have his letiers printed, whether 1 llke him or not), T also
try very hard to be Falyr. T treat vague charges and name-calling harshly;

1 give people courtesy coples and allow them to reply. Fven Lf T have some
bine in a glven insue, becausas NFA 1ls an open Forum this biss can't have a
great affect, If I Fail to challenge Linsey oh some quastion on which he
should be challenged, you {and the reat of my subscribers} are free to write
in and challenge him., ¥ do not know of any "Zine other tham NFA in wvhich a
complarely open, falr discussion of controversial subjects can take place,
If you choose to Teject HFA as a place to have your Say, that'a your righc;
in = opinion, it wvould be a big mistake,

Pleasa provide specific examples of "irrational, wild public aratementcs”
by Ron Browm, Then, we'lt at leasat all know vhat we're talking abour.

Bruce has admicted to writing a leéetter to Kathy's daughter {which 18,
by no stretch of the imagination, a crime) but has nor admicred to sending a
Ygwutey" leitter to her. E[f Kathy can provide a copy of thix letter, the hobby
can judge whether or mot Lt was "gwutty", If 1t wasn't smurty, Bruce didn’t
do anything wrong by writing it.))
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chj \ﬂ&ﬂkﬁj‘ In the laat NFA, vou made a gtatement which was not factual
and meeds Lo be corrected, I wifinfiy tao keep this hrief.

in discusaing Fim Meinel's suggeation that a rival to the Lesder {"Qunearons")
Poll be get up, you compared his proposed acticn with “what Eod Walker 41d with
Enown Game Openings”. Jim made s roughly glmilar comment in hia letter, citing
that aa pyecededt, There fa in fact no compatison.

The Facts are these. In the summer of 1974, the FRditor of Diplomacy World
began distributing o movices, on request, a lisr of regular game apenings in
the hobby. The last had na name, but wae reprinted as “Need-a-Came ™ 1in each
guarterly iesue of DH. The list sent to navices an request wan, however, updated
monthly. This listing was continued by each successive DW Editer {Buchanan,
von Hetzke, Jones).

In last 1974, Bob {(Robert)) Sacks began Including a column, "Known Game®
Openings”, in the then-HHG ‘zine Lord of Hosts. This was a listing of vaciant
Diplomacy cpenings omly, but ir also included openings fn other, simllar,
hoard games. When he gave up the MHC-ship and Eolf in 1978, he continued
Known fiame Openings as a separate montly puhlicacion, but the conly Diplomaey
openings it carried were wacilants.

In 1979, Jerry Jones asked Lee Kendter, them BNC, to compile DW's 1iat of
regular openings for him, and Lee was phowm aa the editer of IM'e "Need~a~game?'
column. In 1980, Lee indicated he could noe lenger contimme with that, and
Jerry appolnted Bob {(Robert)} Sacks to do the list and the column., Fer
administrative simplicity, Bob {({Rabert}) cembined EEfn regular Iieting with
his variant PGM, all under the Llatter heading.

In 1981, I fired Sacks a5 Game Openings Editor and appointed myeelf Lo
replace bim. I took back DW's regular game openings list and published 1t
under the title of Pontevedrla. BSacks, however, continued to run regular game
openings in ¥GO, soc I contisued (in retaliation) to rum variant openings ae
well {these ate now in the separate publication Barataria),

The Pontevedria regular game opening list 1s rherefore nobt & newly-created
Tival to KGO. It 18 the original Llist founded by Diplomacy World back in L1974,
It 13 Sacks whe i1g Punning the rival publicaticon, not [ {although, as I maid,
in retalfation, I ales run & rival to the original KGO concept).

I have repeatedly suggested that Sacks drop hip men—-suthorized regular
listings and, in return, 1'd drop the variant lisatinge...thusz reatorimg the
original aituvationm and regtorin both lisrs to what they were from 1974 on.

Just as repeatedly, Sacks has refused.

There 1a nao comparispn hetween this gituvation and Jim Matnel's proposal

of a rival o the Leeder Poll

cc: Jim Mainel, slan for publicariom

({Thanks [ot setbing the record stratight; If you reread what I said
last lasuwe, you'll see that I never disagreed with you.

You actually put owt a8 publication mclely to "retaliate’ against
Fohert Sacka? That'as se childish and guch a waste of time.

You szhould stop pubfishing Barararia and just ignore Known Game
tpenings. You certainily wouldn't be the only one to Ignore &L,

Calling Sacks "Bob" wvhen you kmow he disitkes being called anything
hut "Robert" is just plain rude.})



Melinda HD“'E'}’ T would like to make a few comments regarding Bruce
Linsey's letter in NFA 27/28,

The Flear regards a atatement made by you on page 39 which dealr with the
Il]eled chireat by Kachy Byrne to declare a1l of Aruce Lineey's gama frregular.
You stated, "...attacking you in Everything is nowhere near ae serfous as
daclaring your gamea ipregular.” Youg atatement, Steve, présupposae proof that
tha allegation is true. This proof has not materializred. Even Bruce Linsey,
vhe has made the sllagation, admira on the yary gdee page that no auch proof
exists, I rhink, thersfora, your statement was very 1!l-worded and ahouwld be
recongidered,

((I waa vary caraful not to srtate an opinlion on whether or not
Bruce's allegation was tru=, 1If wvou got the impression 1 was endoraing
Bruce's claim, perhaps I should have besn even more careful.))

As for Kathy Byrne "attacking" Bruce Linsey in Everything, Fverything
ia the *xzine for the BNC. As Kathy was resigning, she had a perfect right to
atate her reasons for resigning. Certainly an argument could he made that
FKathy could have chasen her words with an eye towarda less controversy...but
why nat call & spade a spade?

({Kathy said: My decision to atep dowm as BAW will not aurprise
ariyorre who reads Voifce of Boom. Bruce Linagey hap done eparything he aoull
not only to diegoredit me aqa BNC, but to digrupt this hobby service, T
and all of thoee before me, have put too much time aud effort into this,
to pee it rwined by the puwre hatred and lfeg. Were this a apade, I would
have called it one; as it was an attack, I called Lt an attack.})

I was soryy tp mae thar Randolph Smyth indicsced thae Bpuce Limsey will
indesd be handling the Runeatone Poill, He indicaced that boycorting the poll
will be “degtructive™ and that Jim Meinal might get pecplae to boycotr in
crder to save himself (Meinel) embarassment. I think Randolph 18 doing Jim
a disassrvice by thar avarement, Like Jim, T haye yegervariong about Linaey'a
handling the Runastone Pall, and 1 will be boycorring it for that wvery reason.
Jim Meinal and I won't ba the only onea, 1 thipnk Randolph made a very poor
cholce for a replacemenr. T alao wonder how hard he searched for a replacemant
1f he only midvertised in ona "zine {out of the entire hobby) for a replacement.

{{Randolph looked far harder rhan Kethy Byrne, who chose Bill Quinm
wvithout advercising. (This iz not a cricicism of Kathy., Wirh someona
as qualified as Bill willing to take the job, she would have baen foolilsh
to look any further.) Cusrodians are under mo obligation to scour che
bobly looking for replacementa. They need only find one acceprable
cholca. While Bruce may not be the ideal choice, and many people will
quite legitimately have "reservations', he iz quite clearly capable of
doing the 1ob If oniy pecople like pou would Iet him,

Randolph has apologieed for aupgesting that Jim emight oy to yuiln
tha poll t¢ save himself peérsonal embarassment.

I hope you don't mind my cutting off the rest of your letter, which
dealt wicth the Tine Register., You tovered the gase material more extansively
in your letreps thar were apecilficalliy on thar aubject,))
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MC'IE}E'I Dean One thing that hap really annoyed me since 1T fhrat

staL: i reading North American "zines == or more accurately, U.S., as 1 feel
Canadian 'zines (assvming HFA and Snafu to be representarive) suffer much lesg
from thias -- ig the constant hickaring and feuding. There ie nothing even

remctely comparable in Britisgh ot Continental 'zines. Admirtedly there are
the add scuffleés and arguments, hut ege do naot degenerats into personal
attacks, falsified or otherwise. So why 1s it thia happens in the USAT Is
it because Americans lack the Common sense to know when ro fgnore comments
or what? From my obaervatlons in British 'zines —- and my own actlionsm would
have been msimilar AF I had ever felt this way —— aditors who feel strongly
about a certalm mublect, or belisve that m "feud™ (substitute "argument’/
‘squabhle’ for American equivaleat word at this stage) has gone far encugh
cut tradea ANT THAT IS THATI Mo more commentsa. Hothing. Far better, don't
you think?

Now to add my "poimt of view™ to A subject which doesm not really concern
me other than I see and yead HFA. As far asg 1 can see, Brux haas beain set
upon good and proper by Katrhy, Johtm, Terry, et al —— but this DOES HOT mean
that he is totally without blame and some of his own actlona have been utterly
Eoolish,

When I firat tead Ei111 Highfield's comments on why he wae leaving the
hobby —— fe mainly because of the letter ko his C.0. ~- I Just COULD FOT
BELIEVE rhat anyone could be such a bastard as to pull such s wother fucker
of a crick. Even 1f Bill DED send Brux death rhrears, this Ls no réason to
write to BLll's C.0. and my EVERY STYHPATNY lies with Bill even though &
totally despized hie political wiews and found them very dangevoua. Ta any
case, 1f Brux was genuinely worried about these "death threata' would ir not
be wiser ro inform the POLICE? 1 mesat cerbtainly swouldll

In a similar veim, {F Kathy DOES have obacene letters wrirten by Brux
in her possession, then she should go to the police. However, from all
aceounts these letters are a Figment of dear Eathy's imagination and if Brux
haa the money I would recommend that he mue for damagen!

Thin business about Alex lord 1s wvery wotrying, as is the printing and
circulation of PRIVATE, CONFIDENTIAL lettera. Whether Brux was or 1s infatuated
with Alex T cannet even guess at —— however, Bill Highfield most certaimly
was (see THP #14 "Lake George" and TMP #15 ™I must have been in HEAVEN'" for
jusr two examples).

T think 1'11 leave my comments there, as obviously I do mot know all tha
facra and cannot clalm to do seo.

1 will leawve with one fFinal comment, howeyer, concerning John Caruso and
nis so—called voving subzine Foot In Mowth. Directed direcrly at you, John:

You told me once t{n a letter that T really ought ko take mosk of your
commants as being FiM, just a bit of fun. 1 don't aee them this way and
nelther do others. Most of the rubbish you write ts sheer glanted lunacy
and Is VERY DANGEROUS. Ploase stop, as I am sure you are not, in persen, the
same ap you appear in print. Don't keep antagonlaing, jJusat leave 1t, will
you? Please! And to do thar, how about “folding” your so-called subzinel
A lot of us wouwld appreciate {tr. Thanks. Oh, if you're wondering why I never
printed your copy of FiM sent to me, there are aeveral Teasona:

1. I dida't 11ke the idea of subzines In MY 'zine.

2. Your "copy' was very badly photoceopled and would not have reproduced
well in any camse (just like 4in HFA #25 in fact).
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3. Everything you wrote would have been more sulted as a letter wriltkben
to mé than 4 subzine —— then I could have editted 1t and fitced 1t in where
I pleased. Ars it was, only a handful of your comments would have seen print
in any case.

John, 1f Steve prints this, please 4o not take rhis as a persanal attack
on your good gelf, btut T don't believe you know (or care?) how dangercus your
commenta are. Anyvays, remember that Cathy Cunning ia my sfisrer and 1 ouat
therafare be your Eon — even iIf I am a pebellious one in your eyes, Keep
trucking, dadlt

{({hegarding the latter to Bill's commander, chere are two distinct
questions: was it wrong? and was it stupid? As to the first, I don't
e anything wrong with informing om a person whe haa sent several death
threats againgr several people through the mail. Was it stupld? Maybe,
but 1 don't really care —— I gave up trying to keep track of sll the stupid
things Bruce pald and did years ago.

The British way of handling disputes scunds & lot bettrer, Buat, I
think you're dealing with a different personality type over here.

The Byrne/Lineey Feud may end up Ln the courts yet, I'm not 3o
sure that represents an improvement, though.

Your Elrst paragraph on Foot in Mouth ia exactly the sort of thing
1 don"t want to see in NFA. Youw tosa off Insults like “ahear slanted
lunatcy® wichout gilving any spacifica. If you make a specifiec criticism
of someond, he can learn From it, or he can respond to it. I don't see
how sy good can come from tosaing fpaults and vague accusatlons back
and foreh,

I'm not ¢rary abour Poor in Mouth, eicher, but I'm willing to print
it occasionally in NFA. 1, too, would prafer chat John just wrote me
a letter. Then his words would be properly spelled {or most of them
anyway) and legible,

If I ever spoke to my father che way you did to Jobn, 1I°d get =
spanking for guyrel))

One lgat thing —— clarificaticen over copyrighta. 1 was told, although
I cannot guarantaee the source, that 1f you were sved for breach oF copyright
the amount you would have ta pay would be equal to the amoumnt the copyrighter
had loat through loss of earnings. (not very clear that, is 1t?7} e.g. If
I vreprinted an article from HPA and you were daft eénough to aue then your losa
of earnings maximum would ba (asmsuming T srill ran a "zine) wmy number of
subscribers multiplied by the cosat of your 'sine. Probably leas, though, as
the courts would nat assume that everyone whoe saw the article wauld wast to
buy HFATI

Similarly, 1f you reprint frow Punch and wers awed the coat would be
subberas x cost of Punch «- not exactly worth their while ia 1e? AN imagine
all the bad preas that Punch would get if national newspapers got hald of the
atory of a large profesasional magazine sueing a "zine wirth 120 svhecriberal

{{You are right thar 1r's unlikaly anyone will sue you for copyright
infringement im a Diplomacy 'zine, But, I suapect you're wrong about the
maximwts they could aue for.)) .
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7h¢ry'falhru1n Grestings Unfixed Canadian:

To vpea iu tlw heat Bruaian Hind-Quarters Tissve-Lipping fashion, Ooocoohl
You are just the very hest, most wonderful lLittle Canadian szime ((sic)}) I've
seen this month! ©f courae, I don't currently take any fanadian azinea ({aic})
H0. ..

My thanks to Bruce Waddell for gticking up for me. A lifetime aub to Bad
Doggie For that one. lley! Your money isg ho pood here, fella. 0Of course, you
still have to sub to HSWG to geb it.

And T will be glad to meet as many Canadlang at THp~Con ag po-8ible and
attenpt to disprove that they are all larent Hewfier, rhank you Bruce# Helntyre.

Mmd now to Brucle.

limare, no Fear of reprisal through Alex? There ia a serfes of ideas floating
around that are childish, rude and totally inappropriate for discuseion,
much legs implementation by adultas, This one is called the "Brux Huke'. AlL
of the various letters about Lake Geprge, what Bruce and BEill did and didn't
wiite to cne ancther, what Bruce haa or hasn't written lately, and why Bill
isn't currently in the hobby, ROTC and school are sent to a nom=Ndp frilead
in another state and sent anonymoualy to Alex"s folks regintered mall.

{{I agree that this whole ridiculous scheme i85 totally inapprepriate
for diascusalon by adults, which makea me wonder why you are digcusaiag
it, [Lf you, sorry. 1f aome urnathical perecn were to send such a "nuke”
to the Lord family, thay sould likely just throw It out, wmaking you, 5oTIY,
making that wmethical person look very silly. You, and the rest of the
hobby, should take lessons in minding your own business. Bruce's relaciona
with the Lord Family are nome af the hobby's business.})

1 quite frankly don't undecstand how Alex could be used "mgainet' Bruce.
She struck me as a nice kid. My only femling about Alex is that Bruca, in hig
szine ({sle)}, over the period of a year or se, made it extremely clear how
he Eelk.

Sreve Langley has bean gending Pruce’a letters back for the same reason
many hobby membera have been. Bruce is abusive, uses foul language and says
1ictlie of subatance In hie notenm, which are marked off the yacord or not for
print. Becauze youn can't tell which ia an of F the record enit latter and which
an Unmamed Hate Szine ((sic)})} (the official Habby Wickname for Bruce's monthly
nass mallinga) many people have started sending all items bhack wnopened.

{({If the problem is that Btuce is abusing rhe labels *"off the record’
and "not for print', there ip a simple solution. Steve Langley end anyone
elae with this prohlem need only say thar he will consider all future
lettera from Bruce to he on the record regardleas of their labels. There
fs nothing umethical about this provided that Bruca is informed of this
pelicy. Thie ia what 1 wowld do if a hobby member parsisted in aend Ing
me sbuaive 'oEf the record" lettera.

Rut, If Stewve wag not wiliing to receilvs mail from Linsey, he shculd
have put his attacka Iin somegne elge's '"zine., To attack someone in your
"zine and them refuse to even recélve his reply is diagraceful.}}

To m=, the hilaticus part is that he is now using Mark Betch return addrers
stlckers on hia mail, {(see Christmas card in attached Bad Doggie) and now people
are sending latters back to Berch.

{{(Using Berch's return address aticker was a very dumb wmove.})
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Jotw Boardman is never having tc say you're wreng. John hasn't stolem &
cent from Bruce —- at least net in Tector John'e eves. He has meraly guspended
Bruca's sub ro Grauvatark until Brure apologlizes ko Kathy., 1"11 state for the
record that Bruce or anyone £lse uhe senda money will recelve HSWG.

But a8 you, Steve, pointed out on the coement abowt guoteés, ethics oo
igpuas will vary from person to person on varlouy igauea, [ don't aay Boardman
is right or wrong. He simply reacted as Johwm Boardman.

((What Johwa did i Aie own mind is irrelevant; what he did in this
worid fs commit thefr. "Your honour, I was only being myeelf' is not
a valid defence.})

Whan Bruce was & young pubber, he had a policy of calling playeras colleck
Lf they NMR'd. One player was hospitelized on an occasion for sn extended
period and Exyuce called hiw. When the sacond deadline came by, the player hed
orders walting with the person at the phone nuwber called before, hut this time
Bruce didn"t call apnd the player NMR'd ouc. Thia the player could have lived
with, but Bruce wrote a short nore blasting the player for NMRing and black-—
1isted him from ¥oice of Doom. This litcle gem was told to me during the Iirst
Brux-baghing session on Friday night at DafCon,

The podnt here 1a thar Bruce may very well have had juscification -- just
as John Bosayrdwman does, But Bruce will probably he no happler than Jay Shuleldt,
tha player who was blacklisated for being 111, «{P0 Box BY537% TA, Llos Angelea,
CA S00DB7).

({Jay will receive a copy of this isswe, Borh he and Bruce may
rmapond next fssue, T don't pee how any of chis could justify stealing
Bruce Linsey‘'s wmoney.))

I ask Bruce bto do Lhe very thing he asks Kathy to doe — prove any of your
polnta. Ar beet it's & draw. Buc Lf Xathy did indeed threaten to declars
all ypur games irregular, WHY would she do eo?

Thete are several pagas of responses to tespoases of Tesponsas to responae
of things covered better elsewhere.

Desr Bruce, you sald you were the only ome in rhe hobbhy who knew Bill well
encufgh in a phon® call to we, the Eirat of rhe two marathon sessions. If you
can use your recall of your conversation with Kathy, surely I can do the same
with you. You vaed a aimfilar, bur nor precisaly the same expression in VoIt
1 believe.

And ng, Bruca doesn't have to he guilty of anything simply because so
many peoplsa are pilegsed at him on zuch a broad gpectrum of issuea. Bur the fact
that he 18 unable to maintain a working relationship with such a sizeable porktion
of the hobby makes 1t very clear thar any project wnderraken by him will suffer
as 3 yvesulg,

1 canmeot Tecommend contackt to my novieces to anyone who would do The Drunken
Pag Lady masw mailing. I cannct recosmend to my subbere that they support a
poll run by someocne who wrote a letter cthat upset Kathy and her kids so badly.
I can’t recomuend my aubbers suppart a szime ((aic)) directory that explicitly
reverpes the policy of previcus years of listimg ONLY TMOSE SZINES ((sic)) thar
reapond.
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In the last Erehwon, Rod Walker stated that he perceived a mood of 'Puniah
Brux" in much of what is belng printed. My oun philoscphy has attempted to be
"Brux aball hurt ne more hobby membergt.

Toward that end, I will Etry to limit hia power to subJect himeelf on the
masses of dipsters who are only in it for the game.

I «11! suppott the PDO novice packet or the mew Brux-less Supernova about
ta coma agut.

I will support all poells except tha Runeatone poll (1f it's ruvn by Bruce),

1 w11l not plug or auppotkt the asrine ({aic)) regiater (if ic's run as
proposed by Bruce}.

Ie mhould be noted that in the past the azipne {((sic)) register has had
a gtated policy of lisring only rhose mxines {{5ic)) that wish to he. Brucse
hag Informed those of ua who Wwish to be delatad that be and Roy have changed
that policy. I hawve yet to sea Roy may a0 in primt,

I don't envy you your role of hobby feud-warehguae,

Keep "em Elying,

({It'e awfully nice of you to go to sueh lengthae for the gake of
"the manses of dipaters vho are only in it for the game'. Pput maybe,
Just maybe, "the manees"” would be bhecter served 1 you atopped fillimg
'zines with attacks on Bruce (which "the maases" probably doa't want
to read) and aropped trying to destroy hobby services (which "the maaases™
have mupporred in the past) just because Bruce Linsey is involued with
them. Worth considering?))}

Mark Berch 1 noticed your comments on page 15 about Terry Tallman.
I've run into the same problem with him -— him attributing non-existent
statemaents to Bruce Linsey. o the recent 1y“chs:l_t|e h;d Dﬂsait '2- TerrcVy
quores a denial by Brugce "I Adfd sothing of the gopt', but regponda, "In
paragraph 5, Bruce aays, "I did nothing cf the port®. Yet Bruce had adnitted
in phome somveraations to me, Mark Berah otd othera that he did 8c.”" It'a
amazing to me that Terry knows so much about whar Bryce tells me, T can atate
for a fact that Tallman is dead wreng in what he says Bruce told me —— he didn'r
adnit anything of the sort. He gave me the same denfal he put in print., 1
suppose ir'e posaible that Bruce admitted thia to Terry, thouwgh the notion
of Bruce making damaging admissions tv someone who has gone to such lengths
to ecriricize him lacks plausabiliry, to say tha least. Proof, Terry?

{({"Aha,”™ he mald, "white space, T can fi1ll it with jokem.™})}
Why 18 an elephant large, grey, and wrinkled?
Recaupe 1f it were omall, while, and smooth, it would be an aspirin.
What do you call a man who's been arross the Actlantic twilce, but dida’t
batha on either Erip?t
A diktty douhle croesser.
What do you call a vote of 7 to 57
In taw, a hung jury: In politics, a mandate.
How many WASFs does it take to change a lighrbulb?
ne.



Read This Page! ®

LI tave maked you ro read thiz page bacausa it contains a relatively
important pleca of information, wichout wvhich you may have trouwble under-
standing cha pages char follow, That ipnformation ja that {"m gay, Mo, noc
juat apg in merry {aicthough I thiak I'm a pretty chipper aort of guy) but alsc
in the ganssa that I'm saxually actractad to other men and not ro women.

I'm not tallimg you this in sn stteapt to change the world {although
thare ars a few Lhings abouvt the world char could yae some changing). 1'm
telling you this becpuss HFA has always been a very perscnal "gine. I draw
apon mY own axparisacss & grast deal in the articlas that many of you apparently
enjoy, tntil now, so emtire gection of my 1ifs has been cleosed to you. I
have & lot of storiss, jokes, and experisnces that I hiven't been able Lo share
with you in tha ot that 1 can now share with you,

if it doesn’t cost too much, this 12-page section will be printad on a
different colowr of paper, any colour dxcept piok (a kruly wvrstchad colowr},
The jokss, stories, ste. In thia section ail dasl in one wvay or anothar with
the topic of hohoswyusality. 1 hepe you'll find this section interssting and
saturisining. Ef not, thera'as always "fighting worda™,.,

ns person Wikm I quot® a lot fu Chis gectdon ie Oecar Wilda, I can't
resist quoting him because b was so wicty, svetr whan upder cross—sxzaminagion
in cougkt. 1L svhmd that many people take Oscar Wilde as 3 symbol of whar ir
is to be gayt & waalthy, witcty, artistic socialire, (According to this
visw, homosssuslity waa 8 gams that the British upper classes played at -
rather than rwghy.) With all the gay people § have mac, I've naver met ona
who Came suywhars naar to this Llesge. In fact, I'ye mat & nombar who wvers
poot, dull, talantiess and obnoxious., It's a protty silly stersorype.

The #ilde reisle nre ofren ussd as the classicr axsmple of society's
parascut fon of homogasuals. I parsonally cthink that Alam Turing's trial
1is & Battar srsmple, as it is more rocent and he willingly adafrved the
charges agsinst him. in even botter sxemple, of course, 1s the “sodomy™
trial geing oo today sowsvhara in the United States,

Im many wvays, this i & milegtone issve of WFA. In the Ffuture, my
subscribers will be dividml jntc two tangible groupa: tChose who knew e
befers finding out I was gay, snd thosse vho knev I vas gay befors knowing
me. The latter gromp will, inevitabiy, think of me in a slightly differeank
way. 1 think thac yow, my current subhscribers, sre able to gek m e
balanced pictuxe of me.

I doubt theer this sonouncesent of mine will hive & major sffect on many
of you, Cactainly, there ars those in tha hobby who are particulsrly prejudiced
sgaines geym, bur I doubt that many of them subscribe to NFA. 1It's never been
a "zine taflormd to the teljigious fundamentralist marker.

One obvious polnt of Cthis surprise asnpuncement is that youw really don't
mow which of your frismds snd even relutives are gay. This fs worth bhinking
sbout . particularly 1f you ever feal the urge o make an anti-gay remark or
joks, The parson you hurt may be your hest friemnd, or your brother.

Anywny, 1 bape you enjoy this section, I cerrainliy snjoyed preparing
it, Ooe last note for John Pack: you don't have ta worry about me attacking
you; I 1ike my man gational.
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Coming Out

The firat step is to acknuwledge Lo yourself rthat you are gay. [ did
thig at about 1%. I'd known of my feelings for yearm, and that these were
somehow different from most people‘s, but until then I'd bought the notion
that this would all change at age 14, when T becams interestad in girls.

This didn*t wash very well at 15,

At this poine, T felt that If I were approached by a resliy good looking
guy who made the fira move, and the second move, and che third wove, and d1id
everything but rape me, 1 probably wouldn't resisr too such. (¥ waderstand ;
that a lot of guys go through high school feeling much the way about girla.} 3
Hezedless Eo say, thia dida’t result in & sex-fllled adolescencw,. Bat, thers 3
were plways wvargames...

At the time I went to univergity, I made a aecond decislion, that I was
no longer willing to Lle about it. (To be known to be geay in high school
is physically dangerous; gay high scheol kids should lie about ft.) 1 would
duck guestiona, and allow pecple to mislead themstlves, but If ashad & direct i
question I would aneswer truthfully. This only came closs to appening once, :
I wasa involved fn a discussion with the guy whose room comnected to mine in
repidence, He war & bit of 4 fundamentalist. We were discuselng hia nona-
too-tolerant opinions of bomosexuality. At one point, h2 ssked me, "do you
find the thought of you personally having sex with another guy to be digguaring?™.
I rried to duck the queation, and leave without angwvering, but ha fnsisted.

I truthfully satd, "no". I alep told him that this was for him Information,
not the entire floor's. We never discussed the matier agafn, aml I'm not
aure epactly vhat ha thinks I adeicted ro.

A little osver a year age, ! decided ir wvas abour time my homossxusliry
became more thanm a rtheoretical concept. A couple of sontha later, T went for
the firet rime to x meeting of the wmiversity's gay gronp., 1 also told my T,
parents, This, I found cur later, is very unusual. Many of wy friends have
been "out™ for yeara and never told their parenta. Thoss who do tell chair '
parente usuvally do ao only after several yesra. Sometimes, the parsnce find
out on thefir osm. (A person phoned up the mother of an friend of mine to tell .
her that her son was gay. 1 scill find it hard to believa acyone could be
sa cruel.) -

It wasn't until September that I started periously godng cut to meatings
on campus and going down to the local gay bar., I alac started talling a
few Friends of mine in Waterloo.

Thim wan a very exciting, confusing time For me. 1 had never really
been on a date before, I didn't kmow how to spproach someone and start up -
a conversation with him. 1 dida't know how to tell 1f someaona was loterested )
or nokt.,

[ discovered the existence of two distinct grovps of people: chose in
Whom [ was interentéd, and those who were Lnterésted in wme. Thara were also
those vho fLf inkto nelther group. But, werae there any vho fit into both
Eroups?

Eventually (after what seemed an eternity} 1 Ecund scindoite who did. And,
although gur relationship didan’t last as long aw I might have 1itked, 4t wans
very nice while it laisted, In talking with some gerajght friends, Cha only
difference I coald find it our réeletlionship is that both of us were male.

Orherwine, we acted jusat the same as any other two people golngk out in high
schogl or wniveralky.

S0, now I'm pretty smch "our of the closet’, Aa always, I'm looking for
Mr. Right. But at lsast now I'm looking in the right placea,

-k
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Foot feriashiar makea
a lowe offering.
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Is he oy isu’t hel OGoly his
bairdreasser Tnows for sore.

At a gay bar, stand nExt Lo
a bald man. You'll look good
by comparlson. .

Fellatio, like other aris,
requireg comgtant peact ive.

Draw YyOUT oWl cartoocn here.



One Of Them

I have a friend who's one of thew. Really! He told me so himmelE. AL
figse, I dida't balieve him; I thought he was joking. But then I realizad he
wag gerlowes,. God, what a shockt

Maybe I ahould have guessed. He did drop little hiats, mort of., 1°d
known him for a fair while, and in all that time I'd never seen him go out

with ancther guy. But I never dreamed...I mean, why would you think something

like that about someone.

I"11l never forget the day he told me. “'Steve,” he said, "E'm straight.”
I thought maybse he weant "straight and narrow’, you lknow, an OF soxt of guy.
Put then he saild, “as in Aetervderuall T didn’t mean to, but I swear I moved
half an Inch away from him. It's just an instinctual soct of tesponss.

I thought of all the imeges of hetercsexual men that we see all the time
in magazines, books and TV: pimp, gigolo, wife-beatar, child molegtor. He
couzldn’t bef He was such & nilce guy.

"You mean,” | saild hopefully., "you're somtimes stteactsd te gigle & 1icels

bir, but you vadlly 1ike guya & lot, too?". "No,™ he gatd, "just girls.™
It's not as iF ha couldn’t havae gone out with guys. He wasn't ugly or

anything; he was actually quite good logking. What & wastal Theo I Tesashared

I1'd read somewhere thar a lot of stralght guvs are really good looking. 1
wonder why thar im.

Then I started asking him gquestionst How long have you basn this way?
As Lonmg as T oan romember. HRave you told your parenta? Not pet. How do you
think they®1l take it EFverntually they'll get used to ft.

We talked for gquite a vhile, and I legrned & vhole lot sbout cthese people.
They 're not that different from the reat of us people. 1 mean, he's still the

oame guy I knew and Iiked. In a way, ['m glad he trusted ma enough Lo share
this secret with we,

Since then, I've done a bit of rending on this subjerc. I"d never
realizred just how oppressed atraight peoplie are in ocur scciety. Soma of
thelr sex acts sre Lllegal, and athers juat baraly tolerated by the law.
Thelr movies and magarines are censored. It's not fadr. IE"s not am 1F
they're hurting anyhody, except saybe themmelves. I've resolved to do what
I can to end theye oppressive lauws. T wmean, if the government can do this
te them, what"s to keep it from doing it te ua? A lot of people don't think
of Ehat!

Stereotypes

3
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JOKES

An Amaricsn touriat was sitting in an English pub, and got talking to
one of the locals. It turned gut that Lthay had a lot in common: Lthey Lliked
the seme drisks, the sams types of moviss, stc., Afcer they'd been talking
a couple of hetits, tha berteader said it wee closinpg time. As the Englishman
uUgs preparing te leave, e said te the Amarican, "I smay, you wouldn't happen
te be a hompsaxual, would youl" "Ho,™ ssid cthe American, shocksd, "are youp®
"o " replied the Eogifahwan, “pity ien't tr1™

Vhy 40 a0 many gay men hive moustachag? To hida the stretch mavks.

Tha gldast son of a reppactabls Boston family smnounced to his shocked
fathar thay & incsadad to live openly with his guy boyfriend,

"Damn 1t, Bodney.” the father saild. "Our family came over on the Mayflowsr,
and we've never had a scandal 1ike this.”

"Bur fathsr, T lows him, ™

“That doasn'"t macter. Tor God's sake, ha's Carholicl™

A conversstion betwvesn twvo gaya:

A T Just fowsnd g new wvay to have sex.
B: HNo shicl

Ay Well, wary lLictle...

Is it batier to be biack OF gay? OBlack, becsuse you don't have o tell your parents,
How do you know youf roommate’s gay? Xf his cock itastes like shit,

TWC gay b2 axh Standiog om a stzést cormet vhen s extrémely basutiful woman
walks by. Gme says Eto tha other, "it's ctimes 1ike théess thalk waks you Wish
you were s leghian,”

What do you call two gays aamed Boh? Oral Roberts,
What happened to the fat, ugly zay guy? Ha had to go out wich glrils.
Why did tha bomsssxusl lowe his job at the sperm bank? DNrinking on the 1sb.

A Brizish military officer wan tewporarily sssigned to an American base.
Ba ashad what the social svents wears liks. "Wall " said an Amarican, "evary
Mondsy wa gat 1I'I-l plans-load of Columbian pot and ssoke 1t op..."

"2sallyl ['m certainly oot going to do thac!™

"No? Well, avery Tusaday wa got a truck fwmll of besr and get piuell L YOy

“I'm not doing that sithar!”

"0h, Well, svery Wadnesday wa go into Lowm and get some prostitutes and..."

*Thetw ii..pltinﬂ"

The imarican wes quite confused at this peoint. He stopped to think and
then sald, “Don't like prostitutas? Are you a homosexual ¥

"Mo,* raplied the Bxritish officer in diagust.

"In thet cudd,”™ pald the Awerican, "you're not going to like Thawrdasy either.*
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To the rilflbos:

For the lipst lisme §n Wy Wik
the otber de¥, 1 repd the
Iwprint Trom cover o cover
and lo amd belold, whodt de B
find: iwg wvery dinuriwg
things. 1 dibcoversd e
ciiptarce of GLLOW and
Zehe CGierrard. My question lw
the peopie o Inrge is (bis: bow
+an amy of you siand @7 H =
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Human Fce cXBr. ot that
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"Zeke Cetard™
eration of

any of you stand 1t?

devigtion & more than | can

IF T were to be discovered
with 2 large Tivhbowl
conigiming & dolphin in my
home. and it was also Tound
st (et | was im love with i
dalphis and pest my time
frolicking sbowt in the bowl
tﬂnﬁllhmlmld

pe comibiied! Ban wiy™ After
A, JORFIRS BrT Wiy Weving,
imbeitigeet el i1 AL
aaturel, you smy? EXACTLY!
Amd mediber is hovikg 3
refmtionsiip with & memibcr of
anc's owa sen. The very

ihought of sl scns fills me
with juch borror amd
rew i st 1 becone
My Tlect i s

mekcm for wark
o deviged. bt 1o Mumnt ¥ sad
push ¥ on odleT [
120 mwch,. Give ws
MriM nrﬂiﬁlﬂlﬂ m -
e clceiet aned doa’t Bother as.
1 beve & lernlie. good-inoking
GIRLIricnd. ond § ikt quile
comtest to keep by

1 can just peciuee te sdeal
GLLOW,; Gerssnd  Swcicty.
¥Yeu. imdecd: I hilkion logeois
and 2 bilfion leshians. Fhank

({The next iseue, I replied {(how eould I reaist?):))

Some of us can stand it

To the rdidoe:

I e that Zeke Georard's
coduafin B geneidling u bot of
Espoicds. e of the most
imtreding (from & putrely
chimicgl poim of view) was
Craig Eivder's lelter last inzme.

My Mrs, bMe Eigler nsked
“the people at large" how eny
o wz could vamd & columa
abcn hemosexuality. Beingy
person amd g large, ) thought
t'd reapond. The real guestion
s pot why some of W cygm
stand Mr Germard's colyma,
bun why Mr; Mrs; Ms Eigder
cant.

Perhapr 1" & myeddicnd
piohlkem.  Is  his, her gan
warrally, i vory thoughy of
simch sals Tills W withh mmdy
horror amd diiguse thaa |
oo physicaly ™, This i
m anrarld wedica]l comd-
Nion! ndortenakly, we nremy
anes vhoagh mformarion 1o
pcriorm & proper diwgnosia.
We wmecd do know cnacily
what iscase Eisler petn when
Ty e thimks of guy sen.

God this siyadion wobld &oy
Il I-'_ becavse alicy 78

Sreryons  would b
Hl"mkrﬂﬂl& o
n bemsaenval $oxiciy)

So do w alnvor, Gervard
and company-fiop preaching.
wr dow’t wam to hear

you are an infection in (e
very soul of mankind. and we
dowt want # 10 spread. Back
oft_ smd leave those of va wha
comenier  owrselves morvmal
e brings aloac.

Cralyg Fisker
Nt

Twbrerculosis? Leproay?
AIDS? (Imagine il yoo could
i AIDS ruet by rhinking
ahowt iwo gays making ol
I've soen ta Coge Aux Fofles
Tive times, so | mast B¢ Kving
1 borrowed time..) Al any
Fate, sWnce there s no &k nown
cwre for Enkri comdaion,
he/she should learm 1o Kve
with h. o t Mr.
Gerard™s columm was Hhely
1o pid Wmp pm the criiical En,
Fd have the braine ko stop
regding 8 the Mest cigm of &
lever.

Eiuler dlvo inies » prublﬂll-
commrecling  logieal arge-
menis, A cnenvmon fellscy is 1o
mCuLe W Oppone™  of
nking am cxtreme position
and ihem  demolivk Wb
position (v Tziraw  mae)
while ignorisg youw opp-
oncm’s real case. Ejsker mod
only orecis & IFRWw THEH (&
workld im wbkich roorenr s
ay: something My, Clevrned
nEVvEr  Pioposed) b then
wrierty (il (o demalivh o, Miy

{ (Many people apparently read this letter

without evepn concedving of the porsibility

that I wight be gay.

Interenting...)?

W That an aH-gay
winhid would die ol o oB
Etneration twems & Nttle sifhy
whel  yivg ttmembey  Hha
arvlicial  seminbbion  has
eximied since before any of 48
were borp. Likewidse, Wia
vatemcm (hal an el 1o ol
bymbn Jife wowld he
preferable o amn oi-gay
workd ideash befowe devi-
unce’} secma 1 lillie exireme.

He/she abo km probiems
with 1he dobphis ssalogy.
Mow. | can’i claim 10 bt am
expert oh oither sulgery, bad #
ween 1o me thae kaving sen
with & guy would by & Wik
diffcecns than having B will
a dodphin. (11 am, Eisler cowld
maky big backs WKickhing
Hraighi women and gay wmen
how 10 whbs Bve...} | sl
think Eacler oy jud peE
“comBmnny  standards™  in
sWgprsing ihal he. se woukd
be “commarcd fur hating
wx Wit a2 dofphis, There
e boen emough relntion-
shipy betwncen Fagimec and

vheep thar fow  xxchroms
would I rmised if the
oceasional Mathic made it
with an Byt tic mammal.

In the It 1Wo paragraphs,
Eiler stops wming “I7 amd
slaris msing “wc” Why? Has
he:zshe s mid-dericr
doveloped  maMiple  poraon-
alivips, oF dcon naticd edilof
ol 8 ewspaper, or been
crnwaed King/ Queen® Or in
e/ 3ot npraking onbehaliof o
large grewp of pcopic {and
pondily “lovieg. istciligewt™
delphim)? From comrexr_ #
secpma ¥han Eider i iryiny 1o
spvuk for mas.

| Botice vt Mr. Gerrard, n
man with 3 differeny o x uel
oriewistron 1han most of v,
fech  compelicd
prewdwwym. bt Cruig Eiskr
tan publicly ckposw Wi, ber-

wif 83 igmarmnt and Bigo ed
iyl ottt ey

[ £t feor of sacinl)

it o o S e
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A Reply to John Pack

((This wvas originally written as a lerter for The ¥oice of Doom, but
I never got around to sending it. I°ve reworked it ;lightly since then.))

Dear Bruce:

1 agres with your reply to Johmt Pack’m blast againat pornography, mastur-—
batime, hososexuslity, ste.. It's been yeara since I've heard somepne put
forrh the "blow joba destroysd ancient Rowe™ theory.

Tou blunted xil of Joln'e strongest arguments, but left alonma his wost
ridirnlous: homcsgxpality {ast to mentipn msaturhation and pornography) de
wninowa to otbher gaimale, so it is (gasp!) unnatural. The most obvious Teply
to this is that other animals don’t write plays, play biplomacy {though they
ars allowed to play in The Yoice of Poom}, drive cars, or talk, and they
certainly doo't worship gods, Toes John sericusly think that he's sfgnificankly
lass vnnatursl than homosexusls and masturbators? (One grunt for yes, two
grunts for na)

Tha queation “what is natural to wman™ cammot be sanawered solely by
refaxring to other sanimale. TIn many other species, mating only takes place
when the female fg fertila. The fertile female releases pheromones wvhone
scent stivacts mules (sometimes from miles arcund). The male iz only arcused

‘when pheromonss are prssent, At any othér time, #ve&n the sight of a naked

femals iz vt arousing. For the other animals, sex has but one pucpose:
raproduction, and gnly takes place when Lhe probability of reptoduction is
high {(vhen the femsle is fartfls). Should we be "natural™ and behave like
A pack of horny wutts following a bitch in heat? 1 knew that Chege were
poople who thodght ao, But I had neo idea any of rhes becams mizsionariesf

Fermail feidles produce no datectable pgheromott£s. When OuT ANCEATOTS
#toppad secrating pherosones, males had to be arcustd whether o oot the
fewdle vay fertile., (This means that n¢ matter what 2 etring of feliibla
popes may $sy, sex in hvmena is pot purely counected to reproduction.} Human
mulay cat be arocumed by the sight or the touch or evem the thought of a sex
pariner., This makes “winatwrsal” sex scts possible, wmakes pormography worth
looking st. snd mukes masturbstion awfully cempting when mothing slse in
avallsble, 1T Joho wante & culprit [or pornography, masturbation, fellatio,
cunnilingns, #tc., he oeed look no further than our coatinucus mating {lack
of pherowmonss).

Contiymous mating is certsinly not a sufficient condition for some men
and womesn to prefer sex with the same gender, but 1t 15 s necessary ome.
It axplains vhy many people will do things that gross Jolm out. Why, of
the pacpla who do things thar John considers icky, some will do 1t with
memhbars of tha sems eex snd others with members of the opposite sex remsine
A WySEtery.

I conld end the story there, but can’t reafist "putting a cherry om
the top™ (sc to gpesk). Why do bumans continuoualy mate? Why would nature
sulart oor phayomoneless sncestors over thelr more cdourcus nelghbeours? It
sasmy strange vhen you think of all the sexual energy “wasted” by people
masturbating, having oral sex, and having sex when the female In infertile
(al} equelly "unnatural™ acts). Many scientiatas think the answer im thisz
with pheromonss, men need only take Interest in women a few days per month
(and do they sver take interest then!); without phercmones, they smust stick
arownd 211 month ro hit a fartile peclod. These (coutinuously mating} hommns
forwed gocisl atructuras (e,.g. families) that wera more econducive to survival,.
In other words, many scisntists think that "the family"™ arose ar the same time
and for the samé reasom fcobtinuoun wmating) as manturbation, homogexusliry,
pornography, etc,. 1'm sure Joho will bhe bhappy to hear this. (@)



From Outside The Hobby...

"I'm a practicing harerosexual...but bisexualiry imsediacely doubles your
chancea for a date on Saturday night.”
Woody Allen

"If God bad meznt to have howmosexuals, he would have created Adam and Brucs.™
Anica Bryant

"e..Then I zsaked: “"Lord Queensbérry, do yvou sexviously accusa your son and me of
improper conduck 7' He said, "I do not gay thai youn are it, but you look ir,
as you pose ag it, which fs Just as bad. If I catch you and my son together
again In any public resteurant T will thrach you.™ I safd, "I do not know
what the Quesnmberry rules are, but the Oscar Wilde rule ia to shoat at sight.”
I then told lovd (ueennberry to laave my house.™

Decat Wilde

Michael Stivick: ,,.80 anyone who is sensitive and wears glacgses £z a ‘‘quesr™?
Archie Bunker: Mo, a parson who wears glasses is a four—eyesi 4 pRrson who's
a fag 18 a queer.
from All in the Family {paraphrasad from memory)

C.F, Gill (prvosecutor): What is the "Love that dare not spesk Lte nama'™t
Oscar Wilde; "The Love that dave not apeak Ltz name” in this c¢entury ia
such a great affecrion of an elder for a younger man o8 there was becwesn
David and Jonarhon, such az Plato made the vory basis of his philosophy,
and such as you find in che sonners of Michelangslo and Shakespeare.
It is that deep, spiritual affectfon that is as pure as it im perfece.
It dictates and pervades grest worke of art 1like rhosa of Shaksspanre
and Michelangelo, and thogse two leiters of wmine, such as they are. It
is in this century misunderatood, so much misunderstood that it may be
dencribed as the "Love that dare not speak its nama™, and on account
of it I am placed vhere I am now., It is besutiful, i is Fine, it ia
the nobleat form of affection. Ther# 1a nothing unnatural sbout i,
It is intellectual, and ir repeatedly exists hetwesn an slder and a younger
man, when the elder man has intellect, and the younger man has all the
joy, hope and glamour of life before him. That it should be so the world
does not understand, The world mocka acr it and somstimes puts one in
t e pillqry for it,

"It 1a lmposaible to abtain a conviction for aodomy from an English jury.
Half of rheuw don'‘r belfsve that it can phygically be dona, and tha other
half are doing ft."

Wington Chyrchill

C.F. Gill: Rather s rough nelghbourhood?

Wilde: That I dom't know. I know 1t wems near the Houses of Parlisment.

G111l:; You mede handsome presentg to all cheae young fellowa?

Wilde: Pardon me, I differ. T gave two or three of them a cigarette case.
Boya of that class amoke a good deal of clgareties. 1 have a weskness
for presenting my acquaintances with cigarette casas,

Gill: Rather an axpensive hablk if indulged in indis¢riminately, isa'c ic?

Wilde: lesa extravagant Ehan glving jeweled gartérs to ladiss.

“If God had meant for men te be fucked, he would have put holes fn their assea.”
author unknowen
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From Within The Hobby...

"I think Adolph Hirler’s plan for dealing with prostitutes and gays was =
good iden, someching akin to tha Pinal Solution" (1)
John Fack, former Mormen mioslonary

A contast 18 being run by John Michalski Rt 10 Box 5264 Moore, Ok. 731865.
Ir's called cthe LARKY PEERY AIDS CONTEST. Your entry sust reach John by
Christems and the correcr gusanetr of wvhen ole lavry will Eind AIDS, will be
snmounced it & future MES ((Mos Eisley Spac )" (2)

o= \\Oom Eisley spacepott

"I used to thimk the hobhy was run by the Jews; now I know it's run by the
homossxusls,”™

Dun Stafford, paraphresed from semory

"I became tiyed with ({haying the name)) Bruce in high school, becauss people
weed to think that the name waw razerved for paople of vntimual sexusl orientations."
Erwep Melnkyra

Toumg Girl: Whar ars you, gay?
Navin Stoner Mo, bwt thank you For asking.

"eusIl will agres, though, thit 1f s homosexusl atracks you psrscoally, you have
dvaly right to beat him off."™
Breca linssy, to Jolm Pack

{I) I baliere that Hr. Fack no lenger advocsies tha mass murder of Innoceac
phople,

(2) . John Cafuso hag since "“wimped out™ snd apologized for his "joke".
Dancing

I1'm an old=fashicned sext of guy. I believe chat dancing ls sosething
you do with someona. I understand and accept the modern kradition of dencing
without touching yoar pariner most of the time. Given some of the psople 1
hova danced with, this hes ocften been & blasning. But, atill, you should he
with somsord, wvhethal of not you touch him.

1 have attespted to saxpress in rigourous mathematical form the necensary
cotditions for dancing with eomeonse, Fipst, the cime ar which one party
gras onte the dance floor (¢I} and the time at which his partner gnes onto
the dance floor (L3) should diffar by not more then some srbivtrarily ssalld
valus eppilon, Likewise, the times at which the two parties leave tha dance
floor (3 and t4) should be close Together, Divide the dance floor into Four
sgual-gized rectangulsr quadcants. 1f Yoo are dancing with somsone, you ahould
spepd the most time in the quedrent coatalning your partner, rthe lesnt rime
18 the diagenally-oppodite gquadrant, and some intermedinta amount of time in
the other twe quadvants, MWexr, divide the world into four aectors, defined
by a pair of ractangular axes casrred on your posfriom, such that the line
= {a line that divides a 90 degree sngle into two &3 degree angles) passes
through your partner's posftion. Clearly, these axes will move as you move
and rotats a8 your partner wmoves., HNow, Lf you are dancing with somaone, your
ayes should moet often face In tha sector contalning your partner, lesat often
fare in the sactor oppomite your partmer, and fsce an intermediak® amoumt of
time in the oither two gsctors.




Halloween

The article "Hatloween and Sex™ in HFA 26 described some of wy thoughta
last Halloween, in an obligue way. This article will describe my experisnces
in = bit more datweil.

Halloween is a good CLime to be gay. There i8 nothing in the world ro
compare with Halloween in w gay bar]! And, unless vou aré willing ro take the
"rigk" of being chought to be gay, you'll mnever éxpéciencs it.

Hy First decisicn was which Halloween party to go to on tha Saturday
before Halloween. There Wiap a party af the "Half sad Hslf Club”, the local
gay bar, and also a maasivé dance lhn Taronto being put oo by the GCDC (Gay
Commmity Nance Comsitrte=e). By "massive”, I mean literslly thousands of
Eay men crammed into one building. This was cartainly remptingl On the
ocher hand, ft woulda®t do mé & 1ot of sl;lod to mtat someons in Toronto, and
T tend to do peoorly in msocial situvations in wvhich I'm surrounmded by & mob
of wunfamiliar pepple. I decidad to stay homs in Kirchsner-Waterleo.

The next decigion was what to wear, Az I wvas shopping a week before,

T stopped in a kite shop. There [ maw a paper-and-wood kite shaped like

a burterfly. This, I decided, would be my costume. ¥ would go aw a butterfly.
The kite 1 bought had black-based wings, which would go well with some black
clothea I had recently bought. 1 borrowed some besly-boppers {(fuzzy balle

on wire that pepple used to wear on their heads a few years agt) Lo use A&
antennae. {Thanks to John HcHullen for thesa.} Linda Carson poluted me In
cthe directinn of a atore that sold butterfly masks. The costume was complats,

1 had =lso been invited to a party at Reod Currie’s. 1 4decidad to go o
that party firet (since the club was #ever active before 10:00) and thea walk
over ta the club, I prudently decided to get into costuws at Eod's and net
attempt to take a hug or cah in a costume with a 38 inch wing-span. Thanks
to the assistance of Rod and others, I emerged fi0m my cOoceodn to bacowa a
butrerfly.

The party was a lircle unmerving. It's quite 3 shock for a person whe
has alvays congidered himself slender to suddenly fiod that he 1s wider than
the dootsway. Also, thére wad a person at the party who, in view of my wings,
kept asking if I was dressed as a "faixry". T thought it bast to not respond,

Eventually, it was time to mwake thae harardoum 5 or 6 block journey to
the club. Imagine that you had 38 inch wide winga mads of thin wood and paper.
Furthey imagina that there was a slight wind. Nesdleag to say, tha crip was
8 traumatic axparlience.

The ttip alsd required me o walk ppar tha local playhouss joust as a
ahow had ended and pecple ware coming out, and to wvalk a few bhliocks dowm the
main atreat of Kitchener, If you feel that you know tha psople of your
communiity, snd truly understand them, try walking down the main deag dreased
as an inasct. As an experiment in socisl paychology, it is fsecinating.

I arrived at the club, wmy winge only alightly damaged by tha winds.
There, in the course of mingling, I Tan into two people T knew who 1 hadu't
known were gay. 1 alsc saw several people in drag. Thara ars twe spproachas
to drag: realise aod atunningness. {(i.e. vou can actempr to kook 1ike &
woman Of ¥ou can attempt to look 1ike an incredibly slaborate drag gueen.)
Some of Che men looked resarkably 11ikée women, but the most actention wsat to
orie guy In a8 loog white dresg with & loag boa. The coatuma muar have cost
in the hundreda of dollara. He waa & real knock-our)

e

e

L e—— e <

R L



[Tt W N

e

55

There ware two categerfies in the costume contest: begt coatume and best
drag. This meant that wy costume wann't competing sgainst any of the slaborate
drag cosntuvmes. Bukt, I wss competing apainst an incredible array of other

costumes. One gny, for instance, was dressed as a tube of KY Jelly (s lubricant).

RBoe reslly looked like 1it, too.

Bur, wva knew who would win from the moment they walked through the door.
Tvo guys were deasssd as & pair of S{iamese nuns. They wora nun costumes that
ware joioed at the waiat. ALl svening, thay walked aroomd togethsar and did
smarything ee a tosm. They tmd to, since each person had only one hand that
was cutaide the costume. They aven played pool, with one person mteadying the
cwe with his hand, and the other shooting. They weren't bad, either!

I had hoped I might come second, but T lost to soweone else whose costume
I dom"t even remswber. {Shows you how good Lt was...)

Since womt of my friends were going to be at the GCDC dance im Toronta,
wa decided thet we would a2l wasr cur costumes down to the club on Halloween
night as well. I couldn’t wesr the same costume again, though. HNot only
Would it be gauchs to be seen In the same costume twice, but my Eragile winge
wire practically im shreds.

I wint dows to a local costoming, wmaks up, and theatre store. There I
bought = tigar tall, some whiskera, some spirit gum (the stuff that actors
ose Lo stick things to theldr faces) and some black hair dye. I was golng to
ba 2 cat.

I called yp Linde Carsom, who counts smong her maty akills make uwp work,
and asked her LFf sha'd be interssted in spraying my hair black and helping
me put on vhiskers. She accepted wmigerly. Too eagerly, pethaps. She spraved
=y bair black sod wmede it into & funny, messy ahaps, and aha glusd the vhiskers
to my face. She sleo thought my halr would look better with red streaks, so
shae sprayed soms of har own red dys itn my balx.

A9 it torned out, exactly onae of wy friends had gonpe through witch getting
dregeed up. He wore s incredibly reslistic Batman coztume, Ve sat together,
somavhat the centres of attemtion, mod cursed those who hadn*t showm up.

When I whowerad, I had the Interesting experience of watching the shawpoo
suds turnm black ap tha dye camse out of my haldry, 1 was back to being a blonde,
or so I thought, Unfortunately, Ms. Carson’s red dye didn't vash out as eawily
as the black. For tha naxe wesk, I had alowly fading red streaks in my hair.

And 1T had thonght thac Linda couldn’t do anything warse to me than she
had already done by introducing the great Turkiash food scandal {also knoun
sz Husmusgais) into HFA. How wrong I waast




Oscar Wilde Defends His Art

Eduard Cargon {prosecutor): A perverted novel might be & good bOok?

Oscar Wilde: I don't know what you mean by a "perverted" novel.

Carson: Then 1 suggest Dorian Gray as open tao the interpretakion of being
such a novel?

Wilde: That could only be to brutes and flliterates, The viewa of Philfstinas
on art are incalculahly stupid.

Carson:t An illiterate person readiug Dorian Gray sight congider it such a
novel t

Wilde: The views of Lllliterates on art a4ra unsccountahle, T sm concernmd
only with my view of art. T don't care tuppence what other peocpls think
of it.

Careom: The majority of persons would come under your defimiticm of Philiatines
atd Llliteraces?

Wilde: I have found wondeérful axceptions,

Cacvson: Do you think that the majority of people live up to the position
you are giving us?

Wilde:, I am afraid they are not cultivatred encugh.

Carson: HNHor cultivated engugh to draw the distinction between & good baok
and a bad book?

Wilde: Certainly not.

Carson: The affection and love of the artist of Dorian Gray might lead an
ordinary individual to believe that it wight have & certaim rtendancy?

Wilde; I have no knowledge of the views of ordinary Individuals,

Carson: You did nor prevent the ordinary individual from buying your book?

Wilde: T hava never diacouragesd him.

Carseon: "I have adored you extravagatly™, Do you wmean finaneially?
Wilde: ©Oh, yes, [lnanclally.
Carson: Do you think we are talking about finance?
Wilder [ don't know vhat you arée talking about.
Carson: Don't youtl Well, I hope I shall make ayaslf very plain befors 1
have done. "I was jealous of everyone to whom you apoke'. Have you
ever been jealous of a young man?
Wilde: Hever in wmy life.
Carsom: "I wanted to have you all to myself™. Bid you ever have that feelingt
Wilde: HNoj; 1 should conaldar ir an intense nuimance, an intense bore,

Carpon: Suppose & man who was nor an artist had wriccem this latter, would
you say it was a proper letker?

wilde: A man who wag not an artist could not have written that letter,

Carson: Whyt?

Wilde: Because nobody but an artist could write 1t. HAe certaldly could not
wricte che language unless he were a man of lettais.

Carson: I can suggest, for tha aake of your pepuration, that therse is mothing
vaery wonderful in this "red rose—leaf lips of yours™?

Wikide: A great deal dependa on the way it is read.

Carson: "Your 8lim gilt acul walks berwyeen passion and postry'. Is that a
hesut iful phrase?

Wilde: Not as you read 1i, Mr. Carasn, Y¥ou yead it very badly.




FFighting Words >

Steve Langkey  1n That Linsey Creature's letter, he mentioned me and
Magug. HWis version of the zituatlon wasn't totally accurate. When Bruce
wrote hiz editorial in Vol #98, Iikening B111 Highfield to the San Diego
McDonald's slayer and explaining that he had written to Bill"s commanding
officer because he f#lt it was the only reaspnable response to the danger
Bill afforded him, my response was to wrire Bruce a long letter full of
questions sbout the digerepancies 1 thought I sew in Bruce's atory, HBruce
nelther responded in letter, nor did he respond in ¥Yo@r #99. 1In fact, the
next thing 1 saw on the sub]ect was am editerial by Mark Berch in bp #3837
{3 1L think) which claiwed tg be "giving it to us straight" and then which
procesded to parrot Bruce.

I happensd te ba In the wmidst of publishing Hague when DI #37 arrived,
a0 I wiora g short =ditorial reaponse, asking Mark some polnted questions
about hias writing of the sditorial., At that time, I declared a speciatl
Yoluntaers From the Avdisnce (my letter column) for the following month,
opem to all who might have some light ro shed om the aubject. Bruce called
me and we talked about the situation. Bruce gave we some background “facea"
that ha later regcinded on the grounde thar they were untrue. His reasone
for giving me untyue “facts" were that they were about things not of the
hobby and so, none of my business., These "facts™ included a8 statement that
there was no $34 .00 cheque, that there were no additional death threat letters,
and that Bruce ¥aa oot and had vever been "in love" with Alex Lard., When T
told Bruce I srill pluunad to publish rhe gpecial Volunreers, he cer ofF my
sub to VoD, his sub to Magus and told me he never wanted to hear from wme
again (or words to that effect). He did not sand "his side” of the arory to
ma to be printad in Yolunteers,

Perhaps he will wand It ro you. If ir exiated, he should be akle ko Bring
1f Eorth, A aealed envelope with Bruce's side of the atory, malled tec me and
marked “raturn to mender'. Or, perhapes like the "Francine” letter it no longer
exints,

{{You have made some very eerlous chargea against Bruce Linsey. I
hape that he wil] reapond next isguae.

1'm not sure exactly what vyou're claiming with vegard to Bruce
sendinmg "his sfde”. Are you claiming thar you have never reéfused mall
from Bruce, or that you were not at that time refusing mall from Bruce,
or that you wers refuming mail from him but mone arrived af that time.
If you are making nmone of these claims, how can you say thar he didn't
send "his aide”. You can't know vhat was inatde s¢aled envelopes bthat
you returned. Please clarvify thie for me.

Would you really expect Bruce to save s sealed envelope wmarked
"return to sender” for several monthas? Really!})

Speaking of which, I was told the names of five people whoe are cleimed
to have seen and read the "non~existenc” letter, two of wvhom have independently
told me what wam in the letter. Why am I telling you this? %hy don't [ ger
specific? I am celling you in the hopes you will find out for yosurself and
1 am not being spacific because 1 did vot aee the letter and anything T might
say Woiild be hearsay.
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{({Falr enowgh. 1'd love ta Find cut from these 5 people exackly what
was in the letrer, but T can't unlesa you tell me exactly who they are,
T have heard wague off-the-record things about so-amd-so meeing the lerter
and gaying such-and-sucth about it,., Please give me the pnames of theae
pecple as foon as possible. T would like to get an on-the-record stateément
trom each of them in tima for next f{ssue. I1f thils Informatlon 1a ouk
theve, the habby 1s enticled te hegr icl)}

I was neolt avware Lhat my refusal to print feud stuff in Magua was indecent
and tasteless In the eyeq af Mark Berch. 1 must say thar I would gather be
so ronsidered by Messrs, Berch and Linse¥ than any two others in bipdom.

Since Wolunteers waa a speclal gne-time-omnly affair and My, Berch had
over halfF of the pages and ailrce I did atipulate that he disagreed with my
conclusiona, I find it hard to feel ['m really refusing him a forum. Seilll,
one man's indecent tasrelessness fa anather"s way of life,

{{That smoundg like a motta I could live byt IF Berch wants a forum,
he {1ike anyone else) can vwae HFA. Perhapa a one—time-only approach is
noet the best way to deal with ‘a feud question. [ can certainly understand
his displeasure ac geefng chings in Velunteera and balng unable to respond.))

I assume ¥ou are not a mind reader. Bruce says that I am not, though
how he could possibly know that is beyond me, and concludes that T gm ifncapable
of Intelligent discussion based on that assumpticn. If youw are s mind reader,
you won't have the same problem. If youw are nmeot, might I suggeat you ask
for corroborative informatden from thoae Bruce hms listed as his wiltness.
He sent you a letter from Hike Barng that might ba dated, he spepka of Alew
Lord, he deniee the "Francine™ letter., 1I'm sure that even If you are not a
mind reader {and o 1t follows, not ¢apable of intalligent dlaryssien) that
you are rapable of gathering facts for yourself rather than simply relying
npon the charlty of strangers. -

{{Thouaandas af years of human histaory have led us to the point
where I can say wirh great confidence that no humgn being can read
minds., EBruce didn't deny thar nop-mind-readers can argue intelligently,
only chat they can argue imtelligently why people rake gpecific actions,

Mike Baimo i85 an NFA subscriber. 1Tf he wishes to argua with
himself, he'sa quite free to write in and say what was wrong with hia
previous letter. T could gathery some facea, but why should I Bothert
I don't have any particular point to maka; I just provide rtha forum
in which other peaple can make theilr pointe. ['w quite content to
let these who have points ta make {e.g. you and Bruce) gacher thelr
own evidence and present it to me. [ have often relied on Eha kindnesa
of girangceprs. Why shouldn’tc IT})

me polnt for you to ponder, as a puzzle fan, what could have Alex have
written that could be used to blackmail Bruce in 1983 but not in 1984, ((If
you really want to know, ask Kathy Byrne for a copy...)} T you muppose the
fact that Bruce's problems with Bill also date te 1983 could be gignificant?
Probably not, buh? One more polne., Why dces Eruce {wha 1a agnms pure as oy
slight 1 2o [1cd driver snew) Mave so many ~neémies, do vou suppore?

((tne Ppolat" Llor you v pondes:  wiy ale you asking w0 many questione?
Could ir be that you don't know the answers but want to make Rruce look
bad” anveray? Do you consider 1npuend-~ a legirimare form ofF sargoment 23}
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That LI"SEY Creature If 1 were to make one erltfciem of the HFA
lerter column, 1t would be phat I dixlike the way ¥on accasionally intﬂrrupt
paragraphs with your own copmentm fn douhle parentheses. {(Yegh, even though
I yasd to do ir myself in.EE,,.) I felt, for example, that the traln of
thought in my paragraph about Tom Hurst (p. &1) war disrupted,.

Howevey, that one very minor fault is putwelighted by all the nice touches.
I 1ike it when you yespond betwean the paragraphs of a long letter {as you did
afcer my comments on Everything om p. 38) end imdent your replies so chat they
are eanlly distinguished from the letrer. Another feature 1 1ike is the way
you itmlicize quoted passages. That is very good, and makea the letters more
rasdghle, Overall, ¥o Flrxed Address has far ardl mway the greatest letter
ccrl.u-l 14 the hobby today. It wusSt be fun to get all thar Julcy mall. &)

I wish to offer an explanation as to why 1 asent out the letker about
Eathy Byrne's drinking problem. Flease mote that thilis is only an explanation,
not an atteppt to justify tha scty for in my opinion the accion wae not
Justifiable, and T wan wrong to do i, T didn't feel pood about it at the time,
and 1 don"t fael good now for having done 1ir, 1t srinks. S& why thew did I
do 1ic?

A large part of my reagom for sending aut that letter was that T felt it
necegsary to drive home to Kathy and her supporters a very importent point;
that being that thisa is preciaely the sort of ractic chat has been and 1a being
used againze me, by several of my attackera. T refer, of course, to the act
of making publirc sratements concerning the persomal lives of other hobbyists.
Quickly mow: how many people spoke cnt when Steve Arnaweodian had a letter
printed in Dick Hartin's Retallstion calling me a "child molestor”"? Where was
the public outery when Fathy Byrne offered to send around a perscnal letter
written by Alex Lord, just for the sake of embarrassing me? Similariy, who
raised thelr voleces in protest whén Steve Langley publicly Invented a false and
defamatory story sbout my love 1life in Magus? For the moy5t part, these attacks
all met with a dead silence. PFew people questfoned these tactics. Why!
Fresumably because in all of these cases, the target was Brucg Linsey: therefore,
the atteacks were acceptable in certain guartere.

And now the shoe is on the other foot, bhecaude juar this once, T dared
to lower myself to that leyel. Let Bruce Lineey meke a public atatement about
oie of him atteckers® parsonal lives, and guddenly this 1s a morral sin — jusr
1isten ta the hue and cty now! Thizs double standard I catnot and «ill not
dccapt, I awm very tired of having this sort of tactic used agafnat me. Pilcture
LF you will, two bogers, one of whom keepa pgerting away wirh blatant low blows
which the refores continually ighores. Fimally, in frustration, the sther hoxer
tetaliates in kind ~— and hesr the ref blow that whistle now! Thig situwation
In quite analogous,

Ultimately, we hobbyistw will be better off if we come to some sort of
4 decision about just what standards we will accept and reject, and then apply
thosa atandarda Tto averyohne conaistently. The rules which apply to Bruce
Linsey will have to> apply equally to Steve Langley and Kathy 8yrne as wall.

v is this point which I felt badly needed to be made.

Given the above, I'm sura that those wha will publicly criticize me {(which
I deaserva, safter 3l1) for rthis acr will apend an equal amcunt of time condemning
the orhery who sare juat az gullty, 1 can have no tomplainr with people who
will do this even-handedly, However, thoze who condenn only we and not octhers
whoe have made publie, personal attacks againsr me are espouaing a double
srandard thart 1 find oo longer tolerahle.
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How wilt 1 zeact In the future 1f my attackers continue to do this asort
of thing? As 1 said above, this sticks, [ don't Eeal good about what T did,
regardless of what was done to me fipst., Two wronga don't make a right. So
from now on, T =mahll go back to pointing out and vigoroualy proteating Lhese
tactles with all my might, But I won't Lower myeelf again to retaliate in
kind. It juat fen’t comfortable for me, and that’s the bottom line,

Or, to put ir a lirtle differently, T like to think ['m man encough to
apologize when [ do commit an errar, and initfating a publis discuassion of
someone’s personal problem falls intc this category, I therefore apologire
fully fer the letter.

There was originally geing to be much mere to this latter. For reasons I
won't go into, I declded ic bese nt to ax the pacts of the laetter you just
read, Some of the cther topica [ had planned to cover were am follpwe: Stevae
Langley's Ifbelous "expos&"™ in Magus about my love life, a detailed laok ar
the "Francine letter” busimess and ita implicationa regarding Karhy'p genarsl
integrity, a few more remarks abour rthe attack on me in Everything, some rare
remarks about Tom Huret, and some gpeculation abour how Bob Olaen might tyy
to wiggle out of hls commenta about the letter he gays T sent to Dick Martin,
And more,

But, ar leaar for now, Lt i3 time to curtail all of these discussions.
Noug Beyerledin has offered publicly to arbitrate my dispute with Eathy, and
I have informed him that 1 accept the offer. But the procasss will require a
ceage—fire from both sides in order te work. So, I will guepend Iurther
commentary wncil 1 find out whether Kathy fia going to agree to Toug'm offer.
{We should know by the rime rhis 18 printed.) Moreover, in the Interest of
getting this whnle mess resclved and carrying on with the hobby, I would ask
that the public supportera of both sides keep quiet and allow ws to work things
cut behind the acenes. T believe that anyone who is truly concerned about the
hobby's weifare will be willing to go along with thig. So, in the Lwmortal
words of one of my favourite musiciana, lec's "give paace a chance"., It's
certainly been a while, eh?

{(Kathy did not agree to arbictratfon. T can mee whare ghe would
have doubts; I have had doubts about Lrying to arbicrate a feud, too.
Degpite these doubts, T think the feud has gotten to the polnk wvhere
arbitration is at least worth a sericua cry. TIn the end, though, ict'e
up to Kathy.

Your tacktic of listing the thinga you're not going to talk about
1z cheap, Either say 1t or don't say {tr; there's no middla ground.)})

Steve Langley | just received That Linsey Creature’s latest broadeide.
In it iwrsald you weuld be printing it a5 a part of a longer letter. Bruce,
as ever, a prince, polints oubt the terrible double standard to which he hae
been subjected. Finakly, he was farced Eo stoop to the leval of hia attackers
and intrude into a hobby member's personal l1ffe., Lesr some gquestion che
"finally" in Bruce"s gtooping, [ thought T wauld cry to clear up some of
the sarlier eventa that might have appeared to be intrusions Into hobby
members' personal lives.
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when Bruce went to the police wikth the story that Jack Maasters had
hired a "hit man”™ to kill Bruce, that vaz net an inttugion imto Jack's personal
1ife but merely a reascnable regponse to a dangerous aituation, When Bob
Arneir asked hobby publishers o announce hila entry into the computet seftware
business and Bruce responded by printing chat Arnett was dishonmest, that was
not sn intrusion
Langley vs Straw Man: A Falr Fight1i i intoe the private
' 1ife of a hobby
member becawse Arnett
wad already oul
of rthe hobby when
it happenad., When
Aruce called Helinda
Ann Holley's place
of wvork and got
Melinda's mother'e
telephone number
(Melinda was with
her mother for
ipersonal reascnsa)
by coowincing
Helinda'e co—workera
that a dire emer-
gency was taking
place, thise wa=s
not an fntrusion
into Melinda's
private 1ife since
no real harm wag
done, When Bruce wrote a lettar tao Bil1l Aighfield®s commanding officer,
complaining abour threats made against Sruce's 1ife it was not an intruaion
into BL11"s private life, but only once again a reasonable responge to a
dangercus situation. When Bruce published a= his reason for writing the
latter that Bil) wam a dangerous person, likening him to a wmase murderex,
this wam not an intrusion into the 1ife of a hobby manmber, because Bill had
already dropped out of the hobby. When Brucsa wrote a letter £0 Francine Byme,
it was nmot an intrusion into Kathy's persacnal 1ife because, desaplie having five
witnegsen, 1f she can’t prove possesaicn of the letter, it never existed and
wae g11 a hoax and & lie. When Bruce accuses these people of Lying about the
exiatence of the lettar, this ie not an fntruslon into thedr perdcral lives
bacsuse,..it getm & bit confusmed here hut I'm pure Chera muat be 5 veason...oh,
of course, because they stared At.

{{vell, well, that was guite the paragraph! [ wmust commend your
clever way of creating the Imprescsion thar Bruce haa a psttern of interfering
with people’s personal] lives, You make particularly effective uee of the
"atraw man'' techalque (attiibuting ro your spponent a wery weak posilbtion
and attacking this rather chan his real position}. But, dcmerimes accuracy
counts for more than cleverness.

Linsey deals with the Masters death threat queation im hias letter
Later this issue {point 1 of the 9 againet Tallman). Asking the police
what to 30 about someone threatening rto kill you ia entirely legltimate.
Bruce say¥E he doubts ha used Masters's name, hut even 1f he hod T can't
sz anything weong with telling the police on someone who has committed
a serlious offense.
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If ni:ldd}" Treetick were to resurface 1 the hqbb}' and Hiﬂel, BT OUTLS &
a plan to sell Florida rveal estate, I suspect many people would Isaue
warnfngs that Buddy fan't a complétely honest person, I doubt thar
anyone would protest that this was an Interference with hias peraonal
life. If someone wants to sell gomething through the hobby, and you
have good reason to consider him dighonest, you've perfectly juetified
in warning your aubscribers abour him.

Bruce had good reagon to consfder Bob Arnett dishonest. I'm not
going to repraduce here Bruce's 7 page artack om Bobh Arnere, fyom The
Voice of Docm, bur a copy of ir 1e availakhle to any NFA subseriber for
the asking. Bruce was oot [nterfering with Bob" g parsonal 1life, only
with his ability to use the hobby as a neana of selling software. TYour
weak defense of Bruce (Lt wag OK "because Arnett was slraady out of the
bobby™} 1s straw wman F1.

You may that Bruce "...Rruce called Melinda Ann Holley's place of
work and got Melinda's mether's relepbone number,..by convincing Melinda's
co—workers that a dire emergency was taking place...". TYour defense
("po real harm was done") 15 straw man F2, Surely Bruce would use the
defense that he didn't In any way attempt ko comvince her co-workers that
An EMErgency Waa taking place (see point 7 in his letter). I don't see
that Bruce did anvihing wrong.

Regarding the Highfield letter, flrst we should make it clear that
Bruce was not the only peraon tc he threatesed with death by Bill. The
lecear Bruce published in The Woice of Doom was a death threar against
Keith Sesler., Many people agrea with you rthat Bruce was wrong; many
agree with me that he wasn®t,

¥You accuse Bruce of likening Bill o a mass mgrdarsr and give aa
a defense "Bill had already droppad out of rhe hobby™ (atraw man #3).
Bruce's defense, which he printed in Voice of Doom #1500, is that he didmn'c
intend to llken Bill o a mass murderer; he only wanted to maka the poilnt
that death threats can't always be taken as Jokes, I agree with you that
Aruce made a serlous mistake, Intentiomally or not, Bruce gave the
impression that he waa comparing Bill to a mass murderer., At the very
least, Bruce took far lesa care than he chould have to avold likelling B411.

You accuse Bruce of writing ™a letter to Francine Byrne" and them
glve an elaborate arraw man (¥4} defenae, HBruce’s real dafense ia that
the Letter was friendly, Kathy asked him to write it, and Francine Ehanked
him for writing it. What Bruce denies is not writing a letter toc Francine
(a perfectly legitimate thing teo do) but writiong a "sick lettar" to her,

Bruce is interfering in the personal livea of tha "5 witmenses™ by
accualng them of lyloag? Glve me a bhreak! If I say, "the world is fiar,
and T have 5 witneases™ and you gpay, "no, 1it's round™ are vou interfering
wirh the personal lives of 3 pegple by calling them liars? Thesa 5 witneases
have never been named, and we have not heard what they have te say. For
all we know, they may agree with Bruce! Let's gee and hear from thege
witnesses!

You made some valid points against Bryce: moat people will agree with
vou about tha Highfizld/mass mugderer business; many will agree with you
about the Highfield letter; a algnificant nuesber will agree with you about
Arnett. BAut, you weaken your casa by throwing in very weak charpges and
by erecting straw men.)}
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I may have mieged = few other instancea, but rhey ros will all he easily
discounted Fot mome reason or other. Im facr, Bruce'a letter which invented
a drinking problem for Kathy doesn't really count either, since 1t was done
aa an ob]ect Llessont and thus was actuwally a hobby service,

Of course, when I gqueatiomed Pruce about the letter to Bill Highfield's
commander and Bruce's stated reascons Faor wricimg the letter, this was an
intrusion intc Bruca's personal 1ife, aince the reasons concermed his feelinge
{or lack of them) and were not a part of the hobby.

It is really a shawme that Bruce can't Just go through 1ife saying and
ptinting wvhatever he wanta about whomever ha wants without some busyboedy like
me taking exception to it. It"= just not fair!

(1" marisfied chat, rightly or wrongly, ASruce genulinely belleves
that Kathy has & drinking problem. Sa, it's a bit atrong to say that
him lattar "invented" a drinking problem. .

Sruce’s claim that ¥athy has a drinking problem, even If true, would
be nonma of the hobby's buminesgs. Likewise, your claim that Bruce was in
a "love eriangle” involving a teenage girl, even if true, would he none
of the hobby's businaess. Bruce has admitted he was wrong. You ahould
do likewise. })

Mark Berch 1n RFA #27/28, you make reference to Bob Olsen making
A chatge which he did not substantiate. You aren't the conly pne to teceive
such & letter, and Bruce isn't the only person he's waking such charges ahour.

In So I Lied #4, Bob's lercer saaild, "Any statement from them {Berch and
Linsey) CHZE?Q{.tqpia is suspect, given Linmey'e track pesond, and given Bersh's
track recond of enthusiaatio endorsement of aevery [iithy tactic, every Lie
Iinsey has aver put forth." 1 for one would like to know specifically, for
exsmple, which lies 1 have enthusiastically endorsed. That'e a very harsh
charge that Bob has made, amnd I think ['m entitled tc same apecifics.

Similarly, referring again to ws, he eays, "if'a now suident that there's
not a dime's worth of difference betiyeen them''. 174 like to hear him subetantiate
" that statamant, too. 1 have disagreed, for example, wirh Bruce 100 on the
whole stupid Eachy—threatened-to-call-my-games—irregular busineas, and T sald
20 1in several foruma, including Magus, NSWG, and Vol'. I also disagreed with
his criticiam of Kathy Byrne in the 19B3AY business, and also took ismsve with
how he presented the affalr -~ this was fin Voll. T have also digpagreed --— publically
—= with Bruce on such diverae topica as player rights to an Ombudsman, in handiing
some common types of wisorderg, o how tg adit a letter cgluen, on sending
courtany copiea of criticismae, and other topics.

Or rake him accusation that Bruce and T are "impesing a reign of terror
ort the hobby™. 1'd Like him to specifically name which acts dobe by me are
imposing a refgn of tervor on the hobby. In view of the kind of language that
Bub 12 using, I don”"t think it's toc much to ask for him to get specific.
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That Llnse'}r’ {_reature vesterday in the mall, F received word from
Doug Beyerlein Lhat Kathy Byrue has refuysed to have my dispute with her
arbitrated by a neurral party. I am very sorry, then, that the comments at
the end of my previous letter to you (also in this fesus) age noe Llonger in
effect. 1 think thae rthe arbictration process would have been wvery beneficial
ta both Kachy and me, and to the hobby as a wholae., Be that as ir may...

I will now turn to a detailed discusaion af the “Francine latter™ affalr,
atarting with a chronclogy of the eventa Involved, Around Christmas time, 1983,
Jim Makue gave a present to each af Kathy's twina, They were thrilled. Seeing
this at ByrneCon made me want to do something for them too (thay are both very
nice kide), but by then Christmas had paassed. 1 asked Kachy 1if she would like
me to write them a nice lerter, anyway. Wirhout any hesitatlon whatecever, she
sald yes.

I didn'x get around to it right away, but in February I wroke a short
letter to Frank and Francine. 1 did not make a copy of the letter, for the
same reagson that I don't make coples of Chriatmas cards I send out. I waa
totally above-board anmd finnocuocus.

I know rhat the letter was received, because the next time I calléed Hathy,
Francine anawered the phope and thenked me for sending the lecter, Kathy
thanked me as wall, Moreover, it cannot be the case {as Rod Walker and ochere
have suggested) that FKathy misinterpreted the letter as "sick”, since she
continued to send me friendly correspondence (a.g. a post card while vacationing
in Arfizana) all the way through May. I have apoken with a persom who saw the
letter at Easter ByrneCon, and he did not feel that the lerter was ""alck™ im
any way. Unfortumately, I do nor hawve his permigsion to ascate his name — yek.
The February Iecter was the only letrer 1 have ever sent to any of Eathy's
children,

In May, my dificulties with Karthy rescarted when she made an aangry phone
call to me. This was the call in wvhich she threastened to declare my games
irregular and to publish the Alex latter (among other things...). The feuding
began.

In Augurt, nearly =six months after I wrote to her twine, Kathy accuzsed me
publicly of wrfting a "sick letter™ to her daughter. This charge has besn
repeated and amplified by cthers. Tom Hurst, for example, has called it
"wvulgar, obscene Filrth", Bob Oleen referszs to my esending “"sautty hate lettrers™
to chlldren., And what wag In thig letter? What horrible, masty thinge d1d
I =ay to provoke these responses? As I sald above, I did not make & copy of
the letter. But [ do discincrcly remember what I wrote, oot verbatim, but I
do know generally what was said, [ have reconatructed the letter, and a copy
of this appeara here, The habby can judge for itaelf whether thia is a "sick
lectar™.

Mot surprisingly, Xacthy has rafnsed to answer Furthar guestiona shour the
letter. Perhaps she was hoping thar, wirh sll the other nasty charges Flying
araund, this topic would die, or at leaat not be puroued this vigorouvsaly. Buc
It secms to me that Kathy has a lot of explajining to do. Tha hobby has a right
to know the answers ta hard questicms such as the Following:

1) Ts my reconstruction of the ketter, printed in this iasue of NFA,
reasanably accurace? 1If sa, what did you find cbjectionable about this lettex?
If not, in what way is It inaccuarte, and what did the letter say that yow
found obkjectionable?
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Dear Frani cine, mirdwor-La rLry, a4 65

Tt waa very nice to aee both of you again covar the New Year,
and I hope ta get to come dotn agarn sometime soon.

Fronk, ome of thege daye 7'll have to actualiy beat you at one
of gour video games.

FPramteine, I'd like to give you n horasiebank ride again sometima,
but I'm gn old man now and I'd probabiy break my back,

I'm enclosing a picture which was taken at Themkegiving RyrmeCon.
The people in the picture are Fob Olsen, Mike Mazzer, and, of course,
} wowr mom. Would you pleaae give it to har?

atn, ti wae gredt to pee you beth., Haove a good ye
nn-t’.tgAgack Zf pou ggt a ahanoe ! 7 ears and
Rent,
Hruca

The above repregentg, to the hest of my recollection, the letter
1 sent to Frank and Francine Byrne lagt winter. It 18 not verbatim;
hewaver, I can swear to the Fact that this Ls an accurate portrayal
of the roplca covered, and the language a=nd tone of the aoriglnal lekter

2) Mark Berch has asked you three times to prodoce presf that I wrole
Francine a "sick letter'. Tou had offered thls ptoof to anyone who wanted it.
Why won't you send the proof to Mark Becch?

3} You say you have five witmesses to rthe facr that I wrote Francine a
"sick letter”. I and the rest of the habby are eatitled to more than jusc
your claim that you have five witnesses, mince you're the one making a very
damaging accusstion. Whe ara they, armd what do they say was in the letter?

Sowe readers may wonder why I am continuing to pursue thie tople. There
ace two reasons. The First, 1 think, sheuld be rather obvious to anyone. The
charge of sending a “sick letter” to & child is & very damaging one indeed, and
despite the fact that I sm totally innocenr of it, there are pecple in the
hobby %ho are believing (and repeating) it.

The second resson La of A more fundanental mature, and has much broader
implicatione, Tha "Francine letter™ affair is the gquintessentfal 1l1lustrarion
of Xachy Byrne's tactice, She has a very bad habhit of making up falee stories
shout momeone she wante to discredit, and then refusing te retract thenm. This
ia only the mogt spectacular in a series of lies she has teld the hobby about
me and Mark Berch. Others are mentioned in Berch's editorial in Niplomacy
Digeat #84, which was repeated in The Volce of Doom 100, (A ecopy avallable
from we or Mark Berch om request} aor LE need he, these ropics will he discussed
more spacifically in a future fasue of NFA.D

Thia ix = hablr that FKathy FEyrne is geing bto have to break, hecause her
118 are not going to be ignored any longer. Mark Berch and 1 have had to
put up with thig for far too long. While I am not optimiatfc about my own
ability to persuade Kathy to change her ways, those people who consider
themaselves her friends ought to try. %y now it 18 perfectly clear that
fathy’s reputation im going to suffer more and more until she cleans up her
act. In my opinion, anyone who urges Kathy to pursue her preaent course Is
not being = true friend te her.

Since Kathy refuses to allow this dispute to be decided by an arbitratoer,
the only way the “Franclne letter" is godhg to die as a toplc of dlacusaien 1a
for her ro publicly retract the charge, and adnit that my version as given
ahove is accurate. The retraction should appear, at a minfmum, in Kathy's
Kormer and Bo Fixed Addrems. 1 ask those people who care about Kathy to urge
her to do rhis, as in the long run she will be better off 1f she does avo.

Copies of this diecusslon are bheing sent to thoze readers of KK who do
not recefve NFA. C((What?? TYou take up pages and pages of my ‘zine, and you
aren’t even giving m& a scoop? The aerve!))
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It will be Interesting to see how BHab llaen reacts to your challenge to
produce the letter he clafimed T wrote Niek Harcin, fn sthiceh he has me saying
that Eathy will Be "out of the hobby in two weeks™, Since this letter 1s a
total figment of Dlpen’m vivid imaginatf{on, 1t af course cannoct be produced,
Ferhaps Olasen will claim that, althouegh he has five witneases, the letter
cannct be produced because someone ripped it up fn a Fit of anger. (That®s
one of the excuses I've heard for Kathy's inability to produce the Francime
letter,) Or maybe he']l just ignore the challenge, thiokling that this lie
18 golng to go unmeticed, and that the pofnt von't he pressed. Bubt encugh
of my speculation (which fs all {t im)} about how Olaen might ¢ry to slfthar
out of thia one. We ashould wait and see what he does. ['d suggest that if
Olden wante people to think he has any regard for the truth, he should either
produce the letter or retract the statement.

I have just recelived word from Mike Barmo that Eathy Byrne 1z now telling
paople that I've been writing letters to Jim Meinel’s wife. Listening teo some
of theése charges, one might be left with the impreasico that I am gingle-
haundedly keeping the U.S5. Fost OFfice in Business! For the recerd, this charge
ir mlro a tetal fabrication., I have never wrikten anything to Jim Meinel’s
wite, did I Jdddle SIdd o od £F dgdfdt. A $50 offer waan't enough te ger
Eathy to produce the Francine letter, g0 I'1ll sweeten rthe pot for this one.
Produce one {non-forged) Eetter from me to Meinel's wife, Kathy, and 111 pay
you 3200, hand thas Runsatone Poll to Jim Meinel, and never write another letter
to NFA, {(Most of my readers would be very grateful to you, Kathy!}} Or are
we nowr going to hear that these letters were ripped up in digguet, too (but
cthat you have five witpeghes.,..), How long are pesple going to balieve theae
starias about letters that never exiated?

Lant issue, I criticized Terry Tallman for twisting the truth abour
various svents involyving me, and then tryfng to diecredit me using his versions
of thens events, instead of taking ne to task for what actually happened. I
am now prepared to make the e¢laim rthat this 1is not merely reflective of cccasional
carelsssnens on Tallman®s part, bur {s rather his modus osperandl. That 1=, I
believe that he hax a practice of dellberately adding Fickional detalle ko
his reporting of ewents, with the express purpose af putting me in the most
sinfster poasibla light. Tha pattern appears to be pervasive throughout his
Joumaligm,

This is a vary sarious c¢laim on my part, and {t would be irresponsihle aofF
me to make 1t without backing it up with a number of examplea. %o here wWe go:

What Actually Happened . Tailmar's Published Yersion
of What Happened
1. During the helght of ay dispute 1 Sim
. . Ply going to the copa
with Jack Maatere eeveral years ago, and a=king a Lew questions isn't
Masters made a threstening phone call really very dramatic, so in tha

to me. I went to tha pollce and asked Sapt, 1984 lague of NSWZ, Tallman
whather I could, or should., do anything clalms that “In the Hast;rs affalr

about it. I was told that without it's reported that the FBI did in
procl, there was nothing I could do. fact contact his employer.”

I 4id not contact the FBI; in fact, I'm Tallman dossn't say who
fairly certain that I did not even "reported” this. In my oplnlon
mantion Masters' nome to the officer. 1t’s 1ikely he made it up hinseif.

I simply statagd what had happened,
askod my gueationa, and that was that.,



Mhat Actually Happened

Tallman':. Publlshed Yerslon...

£. Laust winter, 1 wrote to Billl
Righfield"s commander and complained
about Rill's death threats, In this

letter, T 414 not mention Bill*s zlna
at all.
J. In Yoice of Doom #98, I =aild

(quits ac¢curately} that "1 probahbly
know P11l better than anyone else in
tha hobby ocutside his local group in
Aochester. Indesad, I spent a weak
with him onece on vacatlon. And I'm not
the only person who knowas Hlghfield
vary well and conslders hizn to be both
ixrational and dahngerous.” {Emphasis
addad, )

i1, In the summer of 1983, 1 sent
Bill Highfisld a check toc cover the <¢ost
af =ome long-dlstance phone calls. For
reasons stated by Stewve Hutten 1n the Last
issue of NFA (p. 43), I stopped payment on
the check, The followlng facts are
relevanti .

a) The check was made out to Bill
personally, not hls father's stora.

®) I have never denied that Bill
actually made the callks.

c) I have never wmritten to Bill's
Father about anything.

d) I have never denled asklng B1ll to
make the calls.

5. The "Francine letter" is
discussed in detall elaawhers, but to
sunmarlze, I once wrote a totally
innocuwous letter to Kathy Byrne's twln
children, as a faver to Hathy. This
occurred at a time when I was on very
good teyms with Kathy. 1 bhave nevear
written to, or otherwlse approachead,
the chlldren of Scmeone 1 owits Toowding,
wliil.

#. In the July 1984 iszua of
NSWG, Tallman reports that “"Brux...
wrote to i1l Highfield's ROTC
copmander and filed a complalint
about Blll'*s actlvitlea 1ln itha
pestal hobby but most speoifically
in hie szipa.™ And despits the
fact that he knaw all about them,
Tallman avolded mentloning the
death threats entirely iAo that
iscue.

3. In the Sept. 1984 1ssue of
HSWG, Tallman tells his readers
that I sald juat the opposlte,
that Byruce clalma to be the "only
otie in the hobby” who knew B111
well sncough to understand him,
and then emphaslses that theoe
wara "Bruce's own words.” Thils
fabricated guote is than used Lo
further villfy me over tha Highfleld
AlEnLrE.

. Bropping payment on the check
alona is not dramatic enough for
Tallman, 8o lat's hava Bruce attesptlng
t0 ruin the Hlghfield famlly*s business
as well —- and whila we're at 1t, lel's
change a number of cthar facte toe. In
the Sept. 1994 lssu= of NIWG, Tallman
claimna that the check was “"made out 1o
Bill'zs dad"s store,” and offers a copy
tc maksa the atatament sgund more credliblia.
He then goes on to add that "Bruce clalms
the calls waere nevaer made and in a letter
to Bill and hia dad tells them that they
don't dare sue becauss thersa is no proof
that Bruce aver asked Bl1ll to make pBuch
calls.™

5. In Bad Doggle #1, writing
atout thls letter, Tallman implles
that I was "d=atroying...tha
respact of a child for her parent*
and that I have “approached the
chlldren of someone 1'm openly
feuding with."
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What Actually Happened Tallman's Fublished ¥Yersiofl...
« T sy, ampresslon be ing
given 1s that I hilled Eathy's employsr's
6. Last winter, I charged some phone. From Bad Doggle #23 "Bruce

phoite ¢alls to & third party. HNHo calls 1is making a 1lst and checklng twice,

wora charged to any hobby members, nor gonna find out who's naughty and

to thelr employers, ever. who's employer he can cohtact and
chayge B few calls to..."™

7. In an atiempt to contact Mellnda 7. In Bad Doggle #L, Tallman
Holley, I called her at work {(che had claims that "Bruce, who had cbhtained
given me her phone nmmber there). She her work phone number, called her
was out on vacation, but the person office and clalmed an emergency to

with whom I spoks pffored to give me the get the nmber whers Bhe was
mmbar whore I coeuld reach har without — staying...™,

my acking for it.

8. Last year I made a publlc ! &. In Bad Doggle #l, dated
requeat for articles for my 100th lssue. gQotobey, Tallman states that "Bruce
Melinds Hollsy msant me two articlee for @ haz pefused to return the article

that issus, She later requested them | to {Melinda)."
btack, and I sent them back to her in !
August.

S  Apparently somsocne requasted an F. ...but let"s bash LBRUX for
artlcle from Mellinda Helley, uwelng Hod | it anyway, slnce he hasn't been
Walker's slignature. But that someone proven innoceni! In Bad 1= #1,
waa me, and I 314 pot recelve thls | Tallman claims that "{Me1lnda}

article. In fmot, I had nothlng found out that Bruce had the artlcle
whatssaver to 4o with the incldent. .. and regquested it back.” Later 1m

the sanma issua, he implles that I have
*pamed a front to spoliclt an article
from a hobby membar who wouldn®t

have sant me one otherwlesa™ gnd

that "an artlcle was obtainad (by

me} throuwgh deceit and the misuse

of annthar habhtr pember"s pepitatlon. ™

What pattetn emerges from these nine gitvationa? 1In no fewer than six
of them {vumbers 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, and 7} Tallman has changed the facts to make
1t geem as though I wae attempting to digrupr people's persomal lives somehow.
These altered accounts are then used as supporting evidence of my alleged
"willingness Lo screw over your private or nen-hobby 1ife to obtaim vengeance,”
as Tallman put it Lla the Sept., 1934 fesue of NSUG.

On a mord general layel, though, Tallman'a strategy has been to build a
case agalnst me not by reporting events as rhey actually occurved , buc by
twisting them in order to make me appes¥ as villainous aa possible. Indeed,
if his Bccounts of the above-mentioned events were accurate, I don't thick
1'd have a sguppogrter left inm the hobbhy —— nor would 1 deserve tol To Tallwan,
it ims "Perchian Mind Wraeslin''' when thege grosz inaccuracies I his reporting
are pointed out, And to me, this haklt of altering the facts goes fa:_bEyﬂnd
shoddy journalism, and indicates s sericus patteran of outright dighoneaty on
Tarry Tallman's part.
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That =aid, the question remailns as to why Tallman resorte to this sort
of tactic. I don‘t pretend ta be a mind-reader, and so I can only speculate,
It 1s my belitef thar Tallman [feels ha 1s strengihening his case againstc me by
adding thess little embelliahments o his reporting. But when you Lhink about
it, hig case is really weakened by the Fact that he feela It necessary to do
thia., The clear conclusion T draw 1Is that Tallman knowa thak what I have
actually done in most or all of these afruatfona just fen’t evil enough to
turn many pecple againast me —- an asseasment with which I wholehtartedly concar.
And nocw the only gquestion remaining is why Terry wanks to turn pesple
against me to begin with —- and for that, I'm afraid 1 have np answer. Perhaps
there {a no raticnal reaason for this obaession.

{{Terry 1s encouraged fo regpond to these chargenl))

On the topic of who is or ia not attempting to deatroy hobhy smervices, 1
believe thae my enemies are demonstrably gullty of rhia, and T am nok. Ilook
at the current attempts to bhoycobtt the Runestone Poll and the Zine Regiscer,
for example. The ZR i{s an cutaranding ewxample for the purposa of this discussiom.
My involvement conadets solely of dats collection and typing; Roy Henricks ia
sci1]l the publisher, There will not be a single word of editorializing by
me in the PR, And yver still the hard-core anti-Lineey camp {(Byrne, Wrobel,
Tallmann and othera) is Intent on destroying che project, Why7 Would these
people rather have no Zine Regliater at all, Instead of one which was produced
in part by Bruce Linsey? [ am afrald I do nat underetand why thege people Find
it mecessary to undermine a hebbhy service simply to expresa thelr perscnal
atimosity towards me.

Similarly, the Runestone Poll boycott effort is a cheap attemprt to "ger™
me. At the very least, It cannot be demonstrated that I will mishandle the
Pall until I've had a chapnce to run it once., 1 believe that after this has
happened, the hobbhy will find that 1 aw capeable of dolng the Job ap well aas
any of lts previgus custodiana. Bub no: Judging me on my performance 1an'tr
good enough for pecple llke Jim Melnel, so let's destroy the Poll uzing some
ocher excues —— like the fact that I made some phone= calls a year agn and
charged them to a thitd party. {(Incidentally, Meinal claims thar ¥ "lied ro
cover up™ this action, That ia baloney., Meipel threw thar one im on hia
. Presumably ro add drama ta hia charge. 1 heve never lied about this
mal Ler Lo Anvone )

it I may Indulge En just a bit of speculation, I think that Meinesl and
company mighet hold just the opposite fear from the ona they have expreasad
publicly, They bave salid that chey don"r feel I can dg a good job with rthe
Poll., T conjecture that thelr real fear wmay be juat the reyersep thar I
wlill demonstrate a high aptitude for the razk, thevebhy diacradicing their
Planket condemnacicn of me.

In direct contrast to theae attempts to deatroy any project touched by
Bruce Linsey, I have taken great care not ta damage any of my anemies’ projects.
Lock, how would they like ir {f I were teo publicly espouse the Following
posltions?

Diok Mariin printa iteme faleely referring to people ae child
malestors and dighomest Me, Therefore, ke can't be trusted to rum
the censls. ..

Steve Langley invente stories aboul peopies' love livee and then
refuses to lef them reply. Let's find a7 more honeat persom to run the
Freahme: Poll, .. .

Kxthy Byyme Iibhala panplae vevy often in hev mm Tafme.  Fot'e
Boap bt pigdomd e Wordido..

LR Y]
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And believe me, I could dewnm ap o Tair blt of sympathy for that last
campaign eaper-idally. But you see, that I{zn"t the way I operate, I dom't try
to taar people down by destroying the productive things they do, for to me
that is foul play. T was even very aupportive of Kathy aa EBNT until ehe
threatened to use the poairion againsr me, And I will gupport her in her
Tole ms D co-editor unle=sa and wntil she misuses her poaition as auch.
Similarly, I have cooperated with Dick on the hobhy cengus and publicly
supported Bobk Olasn's ¢fforts to assemble a second novice packet, becasse
my complaints with rthem do not invelve thesge prolects. The Freshwman Poll T
do not support but that stems aolely Trom my personal feeling rhat the Lobby
in poli-heavy, and has nothing to do with Steve Langley.

I guess what I'm Lrying to =mav is that a falr ceiticism of someone wll1l
actack those points on wvhich he truly deserves to he criticized, wvhile giving
credit to hie good points. T do not believe thar certain of my opponents
aven try to be falr in this regard. I certainly helieve that T have made a
strong effort ko do =o.

It*s time to wrap this up. A respondent to larry Ferry's recent PeeriFoll
asked anonymounly, what can be done ahont Bruce Linsey? I am prepared to answer
this question, apd the following remarks are directed towzrd all oy attackers
collectively. Firast, thouth, I sheuld tell you what vou can't do sbout Bruce
Linsey., You can’t drive me from the hahby, nor can you discredit me widely
throughout It, no matter what you do er how hard yvou try., 1 care far toc mach
for this hobby to leave it, and roe many people care abouwt ma to allow auch a
campalgn to prevaill.,

S50, what can you do about Bruce Lingey? You {and I still address my
sttackers collectively) can atop trying to destroy the haobby projects T'm
involved with., You can rekract the more damaging lies you'lve told about me
{tha Ysick Letter”™ to ¥rancine, the businéss about calls charged to Karhy'm
employer's phone, ete.) and stop making up new ones., You can stop using your
hobby positions as & weapon againat me. You can pefund the sub momey yow stele
ftom mé. You can stop putting our puhlicationsz devoted to smearing me, stop
tha attacks cu wy peraonsl 1life, and gquit uwaing the Highfield Affalir as a (vary
patheric) excuse to drag Alex Lord's nmame throwgh the mod, In short, you can
start treating me the ws+ that you vourselves woupld 11ke to be treated. o bthat,
and the hobby will Bbecom: fun for people once again. Try fr foo Lgicgs il

you wmay lust be surprised, Don't and this ugliness (& e 0S84 Lo, o sl Lo
continue For yesars itn cowme._

{{1 hope that Kathy Byrme, Terry Tallman, and Jim Meinel will
respond to this letter. (X alsc hope JIm won't he foolish encugh to
send hia courtasy copy back ‘return to sender’'. He returned his copy
of MPA 27/28 presumably because it was mailed from Bruce Linsey's place.)
Kathy should certalnly tell the hobhy wore shout the Francine letter.
iIf it wams anything l1ke Bruce's reconstruction, she has a lot of explaining
to do., Terry will presumably have something bto say about Bruce's charges.
T think he could legitimately claim that he's not dishonest, only an
utterly inept reporter. But, I'd like to hear him make that clalm for
himself. Jim will llkely have a good response to Bruce's “speculatjon’
about him, but, again, 1'd like ro hear exactly what he has Lo say.))
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Dick Martin NFA 27728 was a good 1issue, smort of. Your decimion ko
priut bLlusuay's leller of page 44/45 without your typical erfcical commentary
really was the pits. 1If you continue ta follow rhis practice (like, say, with
this lateat garbage he sent me), you can figure outr my sub balance and send
it an dowm here, 1 like rha funny, zick NFA. I don't like, and am repulsed
by, NFA as a forum far Bruce Linaey. -

{(MFA will continue tc be a forum for Bruce Lingey and whoever elge
in che hohb¥ wants a forum. Yes, 1 should have come down harder on
~ Lingey's "deinking"” letter. See my Fesponae Lo Mark Stegeman's latter.))

But aa lomg #% I'm writing, why don't 1 ask a Tew of the questlone about
Bruce's letter that you neglected to.

Is a letrer sent put to more people than sose "zines really Moff the
recard”? {({Mo.}} If dt finally aees print in & "zine, ia it auddenly "Karhy's
oun doing"”? ((MNo.)}} Herely bacausas thia widely ¢ilireulated (by Linsay) is
“"off the record”, how doea that make ir not "going publie"™}

What are theae stories that Kathy is aupposedly "spreading about Linsey?

I want ta know where, specifically, they've been spread. ©Or is this wmerely
a convenlent excuse for Linaey to lash oukt 7

({1 expect Bruce could give you a better itemized list of Kathy's
sitorilea chan I can. But, even {f we Just look ar one thing by Kathy
("The Erhical Bruce linsey"), we mee quite a few. He are told that
Bruce “"uwaes hia "zine a= a vehicle ro destroy people", offered precof
of Boh Arnett's dighonesty and then refused to provide it, “riled =
formal complaint againat Jack Masters™ in response to "the truth that
Masters (waa} printing about him*, wrote to B111l Highfield's ¢cemander
"Iin an attempt ta rufn BLill"s career™ because Bill "liked Alex Iord,
and Alex preferred Bill's company tg that of Bruca", etec., Tha latter
from Kathy alse sald: He has written to my 12 pr. old daoughtear. Frpwine
wig upaet to aay the least, Froneine in spite of what Linaey printed
Atd shund his sick letter to at least & people.))

Matrycon apd the two Byrnecona weare "spatled”™, hoh. Right, In speaking
to Dick Warner, | undérstand that Maryeon went very sell. I was there, as
well, and thought that everybody had a goed time, TIf Marycon was "spolled”,
why did 11 get such a good writeup in VoDV Why {8 Linsey g0 eager Lo Tefurn
tp a con that will Just as asurely he "apoiled" this year?

If the Byrnmecons were apoliled, and that's certainly a ridiculous atatemenr,
why did Linsey continue to go back., IFf Linsey didn’'c have a good time, that's
probahly becauss about a rhird of the atrendees hate the man's gucs {what few
he has). lNe sounda either stupid, or like he's 1lying.

The contentfon thar Earthy's "drunken rageas" rekindled che feud with Linsey
La absurd as well. When? How? Detailg pleagse, So Lingey talked to aoma of
Kathy"s closest friends about this? Who? Tkls whola point about the "druanken
ragea”’ would aeem to be ridiculouws, unsubstantiated fabricarion., Intareating
that Lingey chooses this to plck on, ceonsidering that hie good buddy Gary
Coughlan has ahown a far greater propensity for drunkem rages, and Bruce
daplored diecussion of them,
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((Even Lf Bruce's allegat jons abput Kathy were true, they would he
none cf the hobby’s bulsness. DPruce has acknowledged this and apologlzed,

I really don't want to have a discussion about whether or not thege
allegations are true in KFA. 1 don't see hww it does Kathy ot anyone
elge gay good o continue discussing her personal 1life in print,

Bruce has made some charges about Kathy that he sheuld never have
made. You have made Lk gquite clear that some pecople do net belleve that
thess chearges are true., Can w& plegae leave 1t at thak?

HBFA will comtinue to be gr open forum, bat anyone who brings up
such issues without convincing me that he haz a good remson to do ao
will be traated badly. This fesue should never have heen brought into
the hobby in the Lilrst place!l

1 am contingally gmazed hy the idlotic tactice used by aome people
in this fewd, Conaider your letter, for example. You are artacking
Bruce Linsey for sending out a letter that accused gponeone of having
a setlous deinking problem, In auch & attuvation, it would reguire
gsuperiuman efforts on your part to avold having the moral Thigh ground.
But, you made the neceswary effort, and threw in a cheap shat about
Gary Coughlan's "drunken rages'. Bright move, hick!))

Linsey, of course, miginterprets the efgnificance of the Alex letier
entirely. It was not important becavse Alex aays that Lineey is a child
wmolestor (chough ther='s gome= doubt there), ot that it could have caused
troubls between Linaey and Alax. At the tim: Linsey was aaying that Alex
vas dropping out of Dipdom Eor some vague reason and all was well between the
tun. Alex's letter diractly contvadicted that, sayieg she was dropplng out
becaunse she couldn't deal with Linsey any langer, The latter wam not gignificant
because ir told us that Linsey has persotpl problems (anybody that knows him
slightly can se= thar), it cavght Linsey lying red-handed. 1as Lt “gutter
level ethica™ to polnt out scmebody's liea? And IF [ rémember correctly,
Eathy only produced the letter after Linaey claimed that thete was mo such
lettert (You don't remembar correctly.}) One can hardly accuae Kathy of
"apreading sround Alex's lerter™ when Linsey wanted tt public am "proof"
that it "didn"t exist'.

{{I hawve geen the lerrer From Alex, and it does not call Bruce
a "chlild meleator™. Your suggearion that Bruce wmight be a child maleator
is libel pure and simple. I expect to asee a full apology from you in
time for next issuve.))

Hey, Julie saw the "sick letter to Francine™ and told me all akout it
at the time. Hatwrally, it doesn't match rhe sanirized version rthat Linsey
hag reconatructed. Substitute “because your Hommy doesn’t 1lke me" for
"because I'm an old man™ first of all. Then add, "I'd really 1llke to ace
¥ou mgain, but your HMommy won't let me”. That'as more 1ike it. Changes the
whole tone, Thet wdd the context: scmebody you think might he a child
wolestor {(even though you have no ratiomal reascn to even suspect him of
a crime so foul that even puggesting someone might have committed Lt can cost
you many thousande of dellarms in a 1ibel syit}) writes to cffer you a plgey
hack ride, Sounds pretty sick to me., And fot some resson, T think the
situation/timing Linsey fs claiming Is wronpg, though I can't eay for certaln why.

({Bvren 1f the changes you suggest are correct, the letter etill
comea nowvhare near to heing sick, and Kathy will stfll have a lot of
explaining to do.})
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1 don't recall any notes gleating that Kathy will be ocur of the hobby in
two weeka, Perhsps, perhape not. {(In such cases, perhaps “perhaps, perhaps
not" is perhaps net sufficient.)) Do I hear sn offer of 550 for any T may
produce, ({Hu' your only reward will be ahewing Bruce to be a liar and Bob
Clsen {at Llegast in thise case} nat te be a liar.))

Hey, as Far as L'm concerned, Lingey is the Buddy Treeick of the 80'g.
Writes bad cheques, makes 1llegal long distance phone callp, megalomanfiac,
prolifie 1ligr,..what more can you ask for? ((Specifics, perhaps?}) He's
proven himself tine and again. But Sceve, 1f you wamnt bto suppott him, hey
20 ahead, Just refund my HFA guh balance if char"s the course you chooae.

(1l try to be on the same side gs the tyuth, quaint aa that may

gound. JIf that means [ agree with Pruce linsey too wuch for your liking,
just asgk far your money,.))

e last thing. Linaey, desplite my repeated veguests, continues Eo aend
me Fresh, upually of f the record, lfea. T don't wane them. T don't want
to hear anything more from him. If he Fell off the earth tomorrow, 1c'd be
a day roo late, I will not ever honour any off-the-record labsle from Linssy
again. Any lies he chooses to send ma will be stricrtly ar his pwn risk.
Pleaase pass thia on ta the "salignant, reptilian, utterly contempiible liktle
asshole. ({OK, HRod, Dick won't respect Bruce's nff-the—record label. T
don't know why he wanted me to tell you thia.)} Thank you.

({I have never had a problem wicth Brure abusing rhe off-the-record
label, but iF T d¢id T would deal with ir exactly as you have by créfusing
to henour thia label from him in the future.))

All-Purpose Feud Letter

Dear hate-mongering, slcobolic, reptilian, chiktd-molesting, surderous slut:

[:] GCo climb under a rock.

1 already have many people on my "to kikl"™ 14ar, bur
1"11 try to fit you In. Ta Tuesday at 5 good for you?

[] Wailt "til you Ace what I wrire to youy childven,
I 1 don"t want to he on the same planet aa you.

¥our mother wears army boots.

[L] Myah, nyah, ayah, nyah, nyah. Yon'wve got coottes.

Sincerely,
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Double Dactyls

({A little while ago, Rod Walker kindly sent me a copy of his poetry
book. I haven't read much of 1t yee, but ome part T did read was his mection

of deouble dactyls, Double daceyls are,

of poetry.

to my mind, cne of the mest fun Eypes

Tha rhythm schewe you can pick up by reading a few examples. The flrsk
line Ia rhywing oonsetne, usually "Higgledy piggledy”. The second line names
the subject of the poem. Lines & and 8 rhyme. One of lines & through ¥ s
a single G6—ayllable word. (Making a1l three pof theae lines single words, as
I did in one of the poems below, 18 just showing off.) fiouble dactyls are
usually biographical, and hard to take sericusly.))

Higgledy piggledy,

Pity Rod Walker the
Captatn of Dig? World
King of the old. !

Quastoustodial
Responegilbiliiies
All-of-a-suddeniy
Ieave him quite cold.

figgledy piggledy,
Straige Gary Coughlan rom
Inte a cow and Lhon

Took her to tea.

Some said thts waen"t gquite
Reteroaazual .

Fary afaured them that
Elate’s a “shea".

Bructfy erieify.
That Linesy Creature found
Ain mere ce cauld

appearan
Make people filee.

Tt's hard to blowme them aince
He's given hmovirede o
Dareimonorious

Cone of ¥YD.

Higg ledy piggledy,
Skirey Mike Fhit was
Foeing ap Sex Ghod to
Many "ha-ha"a.

But we forgive him stnee
Fnord's tmmitations go
IThaminatingly

DotME out our flaus.

Higgledy piggledy,

Sip Edwvard Wpobal rode
Mto the bartle with
Much politesse.

Soct he seni words afly
Polyayllabically,

Thren tn a soordal aad
called £t Feudesse.

Higgledy piggledy,
Brimn Muironey made
Hundreds of promiees
ALl through the fall.

Now he irtformae wua that
tniversality

Deean "t mean aomething ap-
-plies te ue all.

({I've been thinking of requiring all submissions to "Fighting Words" to

be wrictten in double dactyl form.

Tf nothing elaes, thege letters would read

wuch better If they were all prefaced with the words “higgledy piggledy'.
Douhle dactyla are fun! Try writing some and mending them in te NFA.))



Diplomacy and Divorce Py HLL Recker

Yeah, wme and Piplomacy are getting a divorce. We had a good seven years
tegether, but let's face it —— it's over. Time o move on and get on with ay
1if=, When I first saw her back in Detvolt in "76, it wawe love at firer sight.
Not many of my friends were impressed, though, but I didn't lat that atop me.
It wasn't long before I was writing long love lecceyxa in her name. Diplomacy
hasn't changed mich 1n that time, but I have. Hmm, maybe I have the seven
year itch. 1 suspect the divorce rata for Diplomacy has always heen high.
ook ar the mumbher of WMRa, the number of drepe and foldse, cthe stata on
abandonment: ic"a all chere; im the end, nobody really cares.

My early infaruarion with her prohbably stemmed from the love affalr it
ceeated for me between myself and my mallbox. Except for tax refunda, 1 never
looked forward to opening my mail. Ir got to the point where I couldn't wmit
to plunge my hand inte the box to eaxtrackt my booty, 1ll-gotten or otherwlse.
tomewhere along the way, rthough, it loac its thrill. My anticipation of good
things coming in the mail hirt the nld extinctlon curve. My correspoudenca
with athera abeut her suffered, and thue responeea fell off.

Hmm, maybe 1t was Dip's fault. She mever did the dishes or the laundry.
Maybe it was che disappointing sex my Dip afforded wme, {{This I've got to
hear!)} I got pelygamous for a while and %ept three Diplomacy sats in the
house then, Hey, L tried varianti 4t Just waesn't my atyla. Usually, the old
bip just lay about locking quite a sight whenevey "respsctable” people came
ta wielt.

You Jnow, when I really think about 1it, DBiplomacy keeps cdd hours and odd
bedfellowa. I1If the phone rings aftér Ll pn, it's not my sother with disastrous
news; no, Lt"s just some poverty—gtylcken Dipper saving 35T on hia phone bill.
And when L1t comes to writing, well 1 hardly ever write my parents and kin, but
Dip stuff I write weekly; in my prime, it was hoursely. Mo womder us Dippats
hawve to Feel paranoid about the gay connotations of the game. {{Some of us fexl
le=g paranold about this than others,..)})} Here are "normal™ males involved in
vrittng each other for the aheey pleasure of ir all. Sounds sicko Eo me.

Nor comwinced? What would you think was happening i1f the high point of
your svcial calendar became Dip-elumming at REusnak®se? Or you planned your
vacaticn around Nipcon? Toes that sound normal? Amnd the way you half-lia to
cover up for Dip, There are people who think 1 went to Sam Francisco for a
political convention not a game convention. Some of these same peopls think
1'm.quite lirerate heslden, subscribing to 35 different wagazinea. <Can I halp
it 1f Paranoiac'as Monthly scunds like Atlantlc Monthly? And Politasae they
lust helfewe 1s anocther youmg Repunblican publication that I receive, Or Thirty
Miles of Bad Road; hmm, isn't that Ralph MNader's newsletter? And 1 go zlong
with {e; T cover 1t up!

Yeah, it'a over between me and Diplomacy. I'm not going to go sneaking
around hiding my cleeet passions for the game any more. From this momant om,
I'"m free from the fear that Diplomacy will drag me dowm,

({Piplomacy, of course, haa the right te rebut thig arcicle. BHer
story about the reasocns for the divorce 18 quice different from yourna,
Bil1l. 5he claims that she Eound you late one night in a ssady hocal
room with Pente and United. Is this true?)}
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abc letterg xps3

({Any letter not labeled 'not for princ’ may well end up i{n the
HFA letter column, or even "fighting wordas". Be warned!))

Alan Stewart It's time for another Terrible Moment im Sporr (enclosed}.
True story, toeo. Glad to be able to get it off my chest after mll these
years.
I have a great moment In mport, too, althcugh Lt may be against your
policy to print these. Here it ta:
On Noveambsr 9, 1970, Ridley College aholished mandatory Physical Education
in grades 11 through 131

Mark BE'CI] =M, 1 didn'e get the isgue you refer to, The lasr
one I got wvae the one which was only hatf-sized — you handed that to me at

DipCon.

{{I believa that I sent you courtesy coptes of igasves 2, &4, 12,
13, 19, 20, and 21/22. You claim that 21/27 is the only ome you received.
I sm amazed that you didn't ger /13, since a question Iin your last quis
dealr with that issus. I'm even more amazed that you didn'c ger #20,
since you refarred to it in your letter in igeue 23/24. Perhaps I should
call this "The Miracle of Alexandria”. In any case, I've senr on to wyou
an additiconal copy of each of theme 1lssuea.})

I liked my punchline better than yours. If you"lt recall, the blind
man wid swinging his seelng-eye dog overhead by hi=z leash in éver-widening
cireleg. You hed the blind man replying to the complaint, " Juse looking”,
whereas mine was along the )inea of "TIpst trying to look arpund'™. 8y slicing
off tha "around", vou've removed part of the pun, since the dog was going
axound and around. His dog was deing more than looking, he was looking atround,
#ince e wan going in a circle.

Your punliahment for thim offznse 15 to be deprived of hummis for a month...

((Mine: Mgy T help you? No tharke, just Looking. Yours: Say, pou
aom'i do thet, RFhatemmziter, I'm just irying fo take g look arcwnd. In
s sensa, yours is two jokea In one. 7Tt geems to me ir's a Stars on 45
approach to humgur: toss together 2 or more smirk—inducing ideas and hope
somaone laughs at one of them. Hine 18 mora a J.5. Bach approach to
humour: the ariginal thems 13 played with in differant ways to produce
sowmething truly bheautfiful as well as humourous. WNote rhe use of standard
supermarket dialogue with a radically diffecrent meaning, and note Ethe
great hilariky soc produced. Reading your joke 1s 1{ike haviag aex witkh
an cctopus: tChe worst part f{sn’t the experlience Lltself, but the nagginz
feeling That it really cught to be much better.

Stick B0 tactlics articles, Mark.))



Bruce Mclmyre I've just spent two hours filing ALL of my Dip
etutL. I'he box caunet he lifted now. ™Mavybke I should sub to anpther gix ar
seven "zines, eh?

Hice iesue, that last one. Thanks for all the edicing —— 1 especlally
liked the way youw put "Girl Thursday" on the wrong pages. Falthful resdara,
1t does make more sense 1f ¥ou read the right-hand page first.

Sure it tgkeg a long time for McecIntyre and the gang to get going. You
need that lang (my watch says it takea mwe &.49 geconds to gay i3 steamhoata)
in our bramd of football becayse we play three dowms to rthe field. Thie
eliminates all kinds of controvergies over what poidnt the yard sticks are, as
nobhody cares whether ya get 7 yarda or 3, 1t'a all in the field position.

It'a interesting ro neoce that although 1 couldn't cateh TD pasass, I was
fantastic at making rhird-dowm interceptions in cases whare tha field position
would've been better hy 50 yarda if I'd drapped it. It got to the point where
QB's would throw to me If no recelvera were open and 6.49 seconds had passed.

Many Americans, I assume, played/watched/cheered for a high achool
foorball ream in their high school years. In Vanccuver, football is about
Sth moast popular in high schocl, after bagketball, rugby, soccer, and hockey.
None (except in a Few cases, basketball) get much school asupport, unleas the
=chool has reasonahle talent.

Hews on Excelsior — I've signed on the old glrifriend as artistie
contributor ak a cost of ... (Please don't print the price.) ({(I cartainly
won't -— it would give KFA's artiatic contributors entirely the wrong ideal))
I guess this proves I can ger along with nearly anyone... Confarence Call
now has 15 subbers, one trader {(Red Walker) and three Dip sowes.

Any NFA subbers wanna play international Diplomacy? Richard Sharp
{Dolchstoge, 27 Elm Cloae, Amergham, Bucka, U.K.) needa pome playars for
sn 8—week deadline game fo gupplement the prher game in which &-wveesk deadlinme
bave proved Impossible, [ thought it'd bhe nice to asnk you to plug this, as
NFA e2ems t0 have many international subbers. Alpo, the reagen for the new
game is basically my complainte. Thée poat 1s ewful thase days. Ganefee for
the first game was zlp, and it included players from Canada, W. Germany, New
Zealand, Qatar, Holland, Zimbabwe, and Wales. I'm reprasenting Canada well
as England, .,,({¥You really should put "mor for print' on discuwasions of
game strategles, Your future plana im thae game very nearly saw printl))
Strategiea are s bit different aver there, and I prefer their free-for-all
style va, the NHorth American style of ironclad alliances =- at least that's
the impression I've got =0 far. Doesn't [t seem to you that the British sryla
of recreats and adjustments ceonditional upeon moves, 1f urfamiliar, 1s at least
not contrary ta the rules, which prohibit diplomacy before buildefretreata.

{{There are 5o many possible outcomes of a deason's mover, thar it
1s virtually impossihle to write effective conditiomal retreat ordars.
iUnder the Puropean system, you mudt retreat your unitsa, espentially,
without knowing what Just happened. Under the Nogth American system,
your orders are madé conditficonal on a few poasible rerranrs or builds.
The rule against diplomacy befere buildsfrerreata was probably deaigned
to keep the game moving., The Furopean system 13 conefstent with this
rule, bBut not with the 1dag that you should know the outcome of one
season before having to order for the next season,}}



Back to CC. 1t occura to me thar Lf every large clity had a Fairchful
phonezine fellow like me, the postal Dip world would have a constant influx
of new blood, Another thing that 1 plan te do In the next few months {8
gtart plugging PipCon "A5. Mamy aof my subbers are planning ko attend —-
perhaps we'll form a large Yancowver contingent. By far the hest thing
about a phonezine, for me at leant, Ia being able Fo mest other plavers,
which in postal Dip you can cnly aeldom do.

Who says some "rines are always folding? {(Passchendasle, for {ingtance,
is mlwvaye Eolding...}} 1 Flgure rhe veason thar Iip in Canada is going
downhill 1g because thare are legs ‘zines. HNot bermsuse any folded, HNot
becavse we've not pot any new ones. As long as we have the game nomher of
games avallable {and it looke like 5K will take care of that for a long time)
it really doeen”t matter how many ‘zines we have. New players want to play
first. Then they want to read, Then {({f they're like me} they wanr to write
and for publish. Many CC eubbers don't read anything unconcerned with thefr
Epame,

1 khow 1'd nor want to have to recommend twenty different "rines to a
novica, At prassnt, I recommend SK for g#mea, NFA for articles and reader
participation, and F3F for atrategy. 1Ict's hard teo explain to a novice just
vhy you sub to ninety "zines. Why indeed?

Another thing thar bugs me ix thig bir abouat hoy Bob Achamon, nygsell,
and any other parmon who's thinking of starting uwp a 'zine in Canada, should
really do it to make up for the loss of Snefu. Seesms to me that's putting a
lor of pressure on Rop Brown that he doean't deserve. Makes it sound like
Ron vam indirectly responaible for starting ws wp, Well, I don't know aboutr
othars, but if BExcelwior i1s a faflure, it's stricely my fault, act anybody
else's,. Ron's too nica a guy to be stuck with anything like rhar. (hid that
make senme?)

({The bit abour Ron being a nice guy? HNo, it didn*t make any
saenae a2t all. I'd never suggesr that amybody starer publishing a "zine
for any ceason vther thanr that he wanted to. Snafn"s fold has lefr &
gap. Tou and Bobh Acheaon are filling that gap. OF course, Ron isn't
regponsible for your mistakes. But, now that you've glven me the idea,
I'1]l Be sure to send off an angry letter to Ron every time T see gomething
L don't like in Exerlslor or The Canadian Diplomat.))

I find that I'm not happy about the silre of "Fighting Words," but must
admit it im interescing to read akout all o»f these gilly controversieca. 1Is
it offenmive of me bto suggest thar Brux Linser's lerrer to Kathy Byrne leaves
a bad tasta Iin the mouth? Your juatifying this by saying that he's had the
s&mas Lhings doos to him is remarkable, An eye for an eye, Steve?

{(I did not juscify Bruce’s lerter; ! only meant that people should
a&lag conelder the standards of his aopponenta when Judging Bruce. 5ee
my Tesponas to Mark Stégeman's letter elaewhere this lasue.))

Hational Library of Canada?l Could it be that all my awful articles are
going tnto Canadign Archives? Wow?! Tell me who to wrlte to 30 the edicot
of Excelsior can be s histocical figure,

{{By law, every publipher of anything must send two coples to the
Haticnal Library {addrass as on wy address list). I'm not sure if they
actually keep all rhe magazines they per or just the ones rhat 1pok Julcy.))
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Dave Carter Congratulatioma on vwhat hag to be the aickeat joke of
1984 \kLliioplan FaminefUnion Carbide joke of NFA 27/28). 1It's jokea like
these that are the reason I look forward to seeing 4 new 1szpue of NFA.  Keep
up the good work.

Jusr for the tecord, Steve, wheyre 1 grew up in Don Hilila, we counted
steamboats. I think that when you rgunt Mlaeisgippilas you have ta have 4
downs, If you can't make 10 yatrds ip & tries then you might as wall become
a4 cheerleaderx,

Re Linsey and the Runestone Poll, You are probahly right about che lack
of any kind of support from Capadisn publishers for a dump-linsey mavement.

I definitely do not like a shoot—from-the-mpouth type like Linaey rumning the
Poll, bug I'ly atill support it if Randalph Smyth dacides that Linsey will be
the replacement.

Bruce Mclntyre eaul would 1i%ke to publicly apologize in my favourite
Tzine (unless you passed this letter on to somaocne elsa) for my apparent
ceggaglon (ls that a word? More importantly, does it mean what T think ic
does?) ({yes, and sort of)} of contributing to NFA. T juac haven't ag much
tine, and I do hope to contribute more in future, but the days whan I could
31t dowm and write chree articles and a long letter are past. Howewer, you
can always carch we ranting and raving in Excelsior,

Now, listen here, Steve. You can't go around giving people titles (Like
COn Execoff) wicthout gliving them something to do. 1 mean, Alphabet Lowe
could've {and has) done what T've doue For the CNO so far. Sttike that --
Alphaber probably would've introducaed himself to Claude Gautzron in English,
instead of making a fool of himself en Erangsle as I'm sure T did. Bur thias
feeling of power withour decree ia atarting to get to me, and I fael like
belching out a few auggestlions for the CDD, =0 avert your eyest

) § officially nominate Steve Hutteon for CNO executive Coordinater for
the term B4-85. 1 snggest we have the election within two months, as we'tre
already cwo montha late,

2} 1 suggest that Lhe OO paka every affoyt to provide Capadian Ddplomacy
plavers with the following servicesn:

a) A Canadlan branch of the Internatiomal Subscriptiom Exchange,
er an independent Canadafl}.5. ene.

bY A Canadian censua and ditectory, updated once per year, with
namea, addceases, publicariong, and sarvices, telephona da optlonal.

c) A CDD champlonship game, with entry by nominarion, with a new
omne atarted each two years,

I can ofifer my aervices in b) and the GMing of c), but fecl we abould
find a Canadian residenr who is reliable and willing tn handle the ISE job.

1 feel that all of the Canadian 'zines ahould plug chis artempe to find =
sulcable COO member, as I'm certaln the hobby could bhe well served by such
a service,

{{Your 1deas sound gead. Does anybody else out thace have any
commanta on thege suggestions? How big a problem 1s it for Canadiana
Lo subscribe to American or Furepean "zinest?))
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MIC}'}.&EI Kortsen Pear X-Wing: ]

Firgi cff, 1f you can E1E me Intn a game, go ahead, I'm prepared to make
a more serious go of it this rima. Fven If (as is the usual practice} I get
a standby position for a country doomad to immediate, painful, filgurative
disembowelment, just because I didn't get in on the ground floor of & game, an
opportunity I migaed because I meglected to take an intereat In the game sarly
im 1973. 5t1l11 and all, it would al} he worth it hecause I'd be im & game tn
your "Tine, which is more reward than nmere mortals can wirhatand without
clinical avpervigion.

Remember my plugging my own stellar performance in the Woodeteck Litrlas
Thaatee production of Flay it Again, Sam, In which I portrayed Allan Felix,

a short, Jewish, neuroric Intellectuyal with problems meeting wvomen? Well,

1 was magnificent in the role. {Rude comment from editor goea here.} {(No
way. I save my rude cosments for when you're least expecring them.}} 1I've
gee¢n the movie version, and I can say without Fear of contradiction that I
wASs bettar in the role thail Woody Allen was. The reason T don’t fear contra-
dictton fe that I'm earvying a loaded pisteol. BResfdes, Noug Rale safd so.

On the Job front, I'm working for the Foreat City Forum (a bar-restaurant)
a3 an smAtayr sports vidéo camevaman. We ate not gshowing as much amateur
sport o the large wvideo scresns these daye, what wirh the change of swnerahip
mnd the resultant introduction of naked ladles as an alternative form of
entertainment. Ladiea”™ Ringette League, for exanple, is not plessed at all.
{{I"ve never seen ringette played in the nude begfore...}) If anyome lo your
viewing audience knows of a book etore that could use some conaclenticus help.
T could sure use & real Job. (¥ <an operate a typewriter or a ceash reglisater,
I'm willing to relocate, and I'm » member of Mensa. 1In fact, I'm desperate.
Pathetie, ifsn't 1c71)

Please find anclosed my article on WidF vho reads NFA. I have fond
menpries of the laat of your contestg I won, By the way, how many lasues do
I have crediced to wy account so far? O 1s thar what the {31} afrer wmy
name means? {({The numbar after your name 18 the last igsuwe In vour subacription.})}
Did you know that '"means”’, *names’, 'anenn’, "manse"', "manas’, and 'Menaa’ are
all anagrame of ecach other, and "semen” almest 1is? The room 1le spinniog, and
that signals the end of the letter. This 1s Hichael Rorteen saying, "rhis 1a
Michael Kortsen™. Reproduction by any means without written consent im & fun
way to spend the evening.

Ben SCh“hng Ir looks like you're the lycky winmer of my firgr latcter
of 1985, I'm sure that that rates right up there with having all your eeeth
excracted an a high point of your life,

What sort of peraon buys H¥A? One who's aither roo lazy to enter ofF togp
dumb to win cthes contests for free igpzuss.

White Christmas? What are you, some sort of a raclae?

Alberr was myuppoged o be a baaeball player, bur the client didn't Like
the fidea, 8o it got shelved for a couple of yzars and recycled into Canada by
the ad agency, which 1s based in Southfield (Michigan).

You knew that Sam killed Bruce bacause you wrere che story.

Have a chegque for 58.00 ro keep my aub geing.

{{Isn't 1r frightening when deadweod tries to write? The helow
hilack space im dedicated to Ben Schilling.))
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[Jrenm‘Fﬁjst Hell, the Hesslah concercs were guite aucceasful, and che
Canuaidu Leavs Concert was éveén more so0. [f you ever get the chance to see
a periormance of Canada Brass, I would gecowmend 1t, 17we never seen anybody
dance Swan Lake while playing cthe tuba before., Alas, I did mot get the lead
in Dames at Seg. There was a minor technicallty iavalved., {I am oot, nor
have I ever been a McHaater studemt.,) [ am slightly bitter about thim. ns
ir was the reason glven for my oot getting the pate. Ewen though before 1
auditloned 1 srressed rthia point and got a "ne probles'” from the direcror.
Ah well, on to bigger and becter thinga.

({I jusac had ro get my haily cur for the ghow I was in. I shudder
to think what you would have Eo get ¢ut off to play the lead fno a show
called Dames at Saa. You're more of & trooper than 1{3)

Steve, here 18 yer another recipe For humnwa rhat I got from my dear
friends ILrma 5. Rombauer and Marion Rombauer Becker:
Combine 1n a blender

4 tableapoons of sesame seeds
i tableapoon of sesame oll

1 ctablegpoon of lemon juice
% reaspoon af =altk

Add slowly while blending aboutr 2/3 te % cup of water
This 12 to make the tahinl.

For the hummus,
In the blender add

2 cupa of atrained, cooked chick peas
243 cup tahimi

3/4 cup lemon juilce

2 presced garlic cloves

% cup of seedless black oliveas

1 ceaspoon of salt

The parsley 15 opt fonal.

Ms. Carson replies: we got the hat trick? The NEA
vest Kitchen welcomes your domation for the ""Husmemsia
Taate Test™ to be held in lare February or early March,
All readers of HEA are invyited, date to be announced .
RSYP to the NFA Test Kicchen, cfo Steve.

({Don"t miss HymmusCon '85. Sure to be the
secial event of the season.}}
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Htlj ‘ﬂkdkﬁf It acems the discussion of non-Fnglish phrases {a about
ausgespielt. 1 will confess that 1 threw in "ne Juppiter..." just to nettle
you, which it seewms to have dome. Ilfowever, "de gustibus..." and a3 good many
othars are extremely common. People vho don'r know sach things can alwaye
iook them up, unlesn rhey're too lazy, in which case 1 really don't care.
That's their problem, not mine. Your felt need to explain that focl is the
plural of Eocus ims a nad commentary on the gtate of genetral knowledge these
days.

({I wvould mot normally explalr the word "feoci", except that LIt was2
part of sn explanatfion, and I think {t'g Lludicroua tao have an explanation
that, itself, fie not eanily underatocd. FPerhanrs I read the wrong books,
but I have neaver saen "de pustibus non est disputandum” excepy in the
context of this ridiculeous discussion, aAnd 1 do far more reading than
wmost peoplé,. Few people ovn a book fn which they could look up the
meanlngs: of latin phiases, And why should a reader go to any great
lengths ta find cut the meaning of A writer who has deliberataly encrypted
his work and, thus, obviously doesn't particularly care abour rhe reader.
I do slve a dawn sbout lazy, lgnorant resders; they hesp me in bhuafiness.))

1 fael wa can alaso gat off the aublject of a few quotations from me raken
out of context., ['ve digcugsad the actual contexts as much as 1 eare to, and
1f anyon# wahtd to make a hard of elephants out of such smpldl goate, then
fina, I don't really give a daem,

({L accepted long ago that you weren’t going ro retract rhe untrue
statements you made. The only thing rhar has kept thie discusaien
going 18 your continued uttempts to get yourself off the hook. When
you stop writing in to gay that you Jdfd nothing wrong, [711 stop reaponding
to your {(then nonexistent) lerters with scorn.))

The question nf "fascism™ 18 another matter. That's Intereeting., 1I’'ve
not read PelkoFf'as book, sa I can't make a judgement on it. The title and
your very brief demscription suggest that ir is not » sound academic study,
but one interested in making an ideologlcal peint. The point may be valld,
or not, which is nat the ipaue; the i1zsue ia whether he has a valld theoreticsl
wodel of tha fascist ayndrome, T can't answer that without reading the bogk,
but the title alone suggeets otherwlse,

{(Pelkofr, indeed, has a polnt to make. Otherwise, he wouldn't have
written the book. 1I1IF you're woryied that Peikoff 1e Just s political hack
writer, I can s2sgure you that he's ot —— he's a profesacr of philosophy,
and he has quite o following. T don't entirely understand how you declde
which books te read, but for whatever {r's worth I recommend this book.])

Anyway, I asugpect you and I are not using the term to mean the zame things.
When you may tahe it "is based on the annihilarion of the individual"™, you're
really talking about the German medel. The Spanish model, for Instamce, didn't
have such exaggerated features. It's fakr ta say that fascism is incompatable
with what we liberals term "individual freedem™, but 1t's not a8 necesearily
totelitarian s you asuggest. The “"annihilatian of the individual®™ certainly
became the goal of the most extreme fascigt gtate, Mazl Cetmany, but I don'r
believa you can gay that this gort of thing 1ies at the basis of fasclsm, It
doesan’t Llie at the basis of Marxism, edther (qulte the oppasite}, hut we have
Marxist stat=s which want to do the same thing.
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{(Fascism 1z a philescphic and pollitliecal system developed in Iraly.
Other syetems can be properly called fasciat enly 4iF rhey closely corvespond
to true (Italian} fasciam. The source of informatiom ahout what Fascism
really is 1s the words and deeds of the [talian fascistm. Alfredo Roceco,
a leading Italian fasclst, declared: For Faaciem, eccieiy ts the end,
individuale the means, and its whole Iife comniste in using individuzla
ag instrumenta for iTts social emdis. 1In cther words, the individual is
& mere molecule of the body politic., His value ia determined by hias
usefulness to soclety; 4f he 12 usnelers (or harmful} te socfery, he 1ia
sxpendabla. (The Nazis were clearly mare consistent in their application
of thia principle than the Italiana.) An Individual has no more the
vight to live his own Life for his own sake than does a hlood cell, The
Italian fascists and the Mazis shared the goal of “the aonihilation of
the individuali™; the Nazxds were Just more “successful™.))

Your discuasion of capitalisw seems to me to be a non sequitur. The

rights of the individual are a political gueation and have nothing to do with
capitalism, Capltalisam is not at all incompatable, for instance, with a alaving
mociety. As to faules of that ayetem, three spring immediately te mind...
axploitation of workers to maximize profite, exploitation of the market place
(Lowering the efficiency and durabtlity of goods), and movement toward manopoly.
You may aay, and I would agree, that thege things are primarily a result of
human greed; but théey are nonethelesz faults of a syaren which, after all,

muat depend on human bheings For tts realfzation.

{{Individual rights do not "have nathing ro do with capitaliam".
Capltaliom i3 a system of free trade. Ome cannot have erade ynless people
own gooda, 1.=. unless the right Lo own properey axfats, Capliralism
alese presuppoaesa that at some level the individaal has the right to dectide
vhat to do with his owm 1life. If vou do not have the ¢ight to choosa
which goods to scquire, or ro use any gooda that wou may acquire, trade
i» pointleas.

Capltaliem ia as compatible with people not being allowed ro rrade
(alavery) as democracy is with people not baing allowed to vote, To the
axtent to which a state denies people the righta te 1life and property,
it is ant{-capitelistic. Yes, you can have 3 alave mtare wvhich resombles
4 capitalist atate in that at least the non-alaves are frae, but it 1ia
viong to call such a state capitaliaric., Only when all individuoals have
the fundamental rightms reguired for trade is a soclery capitalisc.

I don't kmow what you mean by "exploitation of workers™. If, by
"exploitation™ you mean "use”, I agree that this 1a a feature of capitalism,
but don't see how this 1s & "fault™. If you mean some sort of mlstreatment,
1'd say "compared ta what other system?™. The beat a worker can hope for
is to be totally free to choose hia employer (as he 1s under capitaliam);
any other aystem can only be worse.

“"Lowaring rhe efficiency and durability of gooda™? If thia wexe
true, then we should expect to see societies that embrace ecaplialiem go
ateadily downhill as every commadicy steadily decreases in gquality uncil
eventually nothing works mt all. But, paradoxically, we see once poor
countries in Amia beacoming richer and richey afrer gdopting semd—capitalise
policliea (e.g. Taiwan, Singapore, South Horea, Hong Eong). ['nder price
controlis {an anti-capitalist measure} during World War TI, the quality
of goods wam notoriously poor as compared to the depressed but uncontrolled
1930*s. Esgrern Furopean goods are also notorionaly shaddy.
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"Hovement toward momapoly”? Let%s first differemtiate berween a
coercive and a non—coercive monopoly, A coarcive monopely 1s backed wp
by the use or threat of force, Only rhe government and organized criminals
can create a coercive mongpoly, Ome can clearly not blame capitalism for
the government making the economy less—capitalist by creating a coarcive
monopoly. A non-coercive monopoly fis a atare in which one company juset
happens to have all or most of a market. Force Ia melther used nor
threatened, Even if capitalisw did rend towarde non—coercive moncpelies,
what wonld be wrong with that] The standard objection to monopilies ia
that they hawve srtificially high prices and low efficliency. But, s non-
coercive monopoly with such features would socon face competitClon [rom &
more efficlent company. The only way & company could maintain guch a
monopoly would be to be efficlent and have low prices. AR a4 consumar,

I say "hooray" to any such monopnly, (For an exeample of am afficient
non-coevrcive manapoly, atudy the case of The United States va. Aluminem
Company of America, in which being large, efficient, and responsive ro
the customer was declared to be an unforgiveable crime.) But, I seea

no evidence whatsoevar that capitalism tends to produce monopoliea. Yes,
matyre industries tend to have [ew companias, but technology conatantly
creates new Industries in which small companies flourfish. It also blurs
the lInes between industries, Ao that 1f an industry somehow bacawme
inefficient, the companies in it would spon face the competition of
companies in related induetries, We would see these trends even mwors
clearly if either of ua lived in a cowncry whoae economy bore mora than
a surfzce resemblance to capitalism_))

When we get to the Chriatgan right in thig country, we are on very diffsyent
ground. Since this is a highly splintered grouwp, It can’t be saild that any
generalization would apply to all fEa parta. However, the "Moral Majority™
types have, In my opinionm, all the makings of a nesfascist wmovement., Even
you are seaing it that way, 4f you think about it...you referred to them as
'the Christian Khomainis'", and as 1 poilnted out last time, the "Islamic Republic
of lran" Ls a faaciat state. It certalnly seems to be living up to your
characterizarion, "annihilaricn of cthe Llndividual"”. I have neo doubt that 1f
the fundamentaliat right gainad power here, it would try Lo arect a state fully
ms nasty in many ways as Hitler's Cermany...or, Lo use a more apt simile (huc
one not that far removed from Hitler"a), Calvinist Geneva. 1 don't see them
getring away with it...but you might try reading Philip Wylie's chilling
Depressiom-era novel, It Can't Happen Here {in which "it" does happen). The
patamilitary arm of guch & wovement 1% already in placa._.the KEK.

Your statement that these pecple are essentially anti-fascisr asrrikes me
as nalve, Fasclats have a bad nateé, so naturally chey don't want to be called
fasclatic. But look at the kinds of {deplogies they espouse. For ome Ching,
they are invariably mele supremista [ a type of maarer-raca ideology we're juat
Browing out of). There fis alas a lot of naot—-very—well-sguppresaed whike
suprémigm in the panks, Thaey want to suppress fact (the age and geologic amd
natural history of the Earth) as opposed to dogma ("creacionism™), They are
anti-{ntellectual (there have bheen actual righc-wing sponsored book burninge).
They oppese freedow of individual cholce in a wide range of lasués: childbirth,
sexual prientation, marital arrangemensts (divorce, e.g.), reading saterial,
viewing waterial, &c.. They are highly renophobic {(fear of Communism is
really mostly xenophohiia). And they are expansicnist {(these are the people who
are always urging American intervenclon anywhere, any time, for any reaann}.

If you look at what sorts fo things made the fasclems of Germawy, Italy, Spain,
Japan, Huugary, Turkey, Iran, and such places tick, you'll find the same sort
el svodrome .,
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{‘We are agreed that a victory by the Meoral Hajority would be a
diaagter., Fadclem 1s ales a disgaster, Bub, thia doesn'E mean that
fascism and the Moral HMajority are the same thing. (Similarly, polio
and malaria are both bad things but different bad things.)

¥ don'"t think whether or not we call agroup {that we borh acknowledge
in genviaely horrible) "fascist' ts werth a whole lor of argument.

Int oxder to be faacists, Lthey would have ko apree with rhe economic
policles of [asclem asd well aa the apclal policies. You have not challenged
my argertion chat the MM would likely nobt approve of the econeomic palicles
of fasncism {unlike, say, the Democratic Party). Untlil you convince me
thar che MY ddvocates famcist economic policies, I will nok agree thak
they are fascists,

Is there really any avidence of links between the Moral Majoritky
and white supremacy groups like the Ku Kluw Klan, of was that juat a
cheap shot T

T can't mgree with your atatement that “fear of Commmilsm s really
mostly renophobia™. It ila entirely vational to fear & svstem of such
proven destructivenssn,.))

fim. T have a letter from sanother Dip publisher who refers, in an obvilously
humourous hyperbole, to the Republican Senpators from hie home atate as Y"faacis=t
pige". Aa 1've saild before, I don't regard this aoret of sarcastic hyperbole
any crima, and I do not repemt me of it.

((May T suggest, then, that you make vp a 1liat of aubjects on which
you will lfe unrepentantly and send it ta NFA, ¥ rhink rhis weuld bhe
a wvaluable hohby servica.))

Limericks: pleasa note that there 18 8 limerick comteat in Erehwon,
cloaing deadline April Foole' Day. At leant twe prizes, congisting of nica
printed collections of limericks (The American limerick Book by Hugh Oliver
& Keith MacMillan, and Limericks Historical and Hysterical by none grher than
the otherwise respsctable Prof. Ray Allen Biliingron). Limericks must be in
good form and wmust deal with Diplemacy, pastal Biplomacy, or postal Diplomacy
personalities.

I puess we can discuss the subject of limericks 1f you want ro aay aomeching,
but at present you'wve got nothing for me to reply to. Your item was a cute
parcody, 1f oot at all s good limerick {had merer}.

P.5, Am repeating Were my request for your booklet on cryptic cluee.

Ales aheok out the next DV for my probably poor attompt at them it a ercaaword.
Pinally, plagee advise pour readers that Kathy does not want to publish B33
until we're good and ready (have enoiugh good material, that fg), so we're
probably nee print wuntil Jaruary.

Alan Stewart Thooght ['d write to do my part ro keep your letter
column as controversial as last issue‘s.

Am I cight in guesaing that you have read, and bheen sebstantially influenced
by Ayn Rand? Tipoffa? Oh, partlcular phrases: "Thie action represents an
attack ¢om idease — not any particular fdeas, bur ideas as such.”™ (#25, p.27})

"I don*t beliave thar pecple should accept unearmed gullt™. (#Z7/28, p.?M
And your general libertarian stance. And your insistence on “arguleg cightly”,
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{(Yes, ¥ bave read many of Ayn Rand's books, and find myself agreeing
wirth much of what she says. HMHuch of her work did pot convince me of
anything new; it werely sald very well what T already believed. I am
not by any means a spokesman for Ayn Rand'a ideas,})

Although 1 thought you were wrong in the Walker controversy {a joke is
not an accusation), 1 admired your relentless insistence on denouncing those
who would throw arcund unsubstantliated accugations of faarism in order to
incite hatred of the victims of the accusation, T was amazed to find you
throwing an accusatlon of fascism arocund loosely yourselE in HFA F27f281
You said, To get real fagoism, you'd need a fuaitom of Moral MaJority Republicans
and "industrial Polioy" Demserats, [ consider this equivalent to accusing
“Moral Majority Republicans" of having a fasclst social policy. What evidence
do you have for that? The Horal Majarity's acrivicles include attempting o
get the astate to sftop coerclng private Chriatian schocle, to stop uaing tax
money to finance abartion {which many taxpayers regard as murder}, to stop
prohibiring pecple From exercising their own moral beliefs in deciding whom
to hire, fire, have as tenants, etc. On two lasues the HM 15 in favour of -
more state intarventfion: abortien and parnography. In beth cases, the
posiction is shared by millions of other Americans with no sympathy for Fasclem,
and the MM 18 merely asking for a return ta lava in force 3D years age when
the U.5. waa hardly a fasciat state. I strongly doubt that the many wha like
te link the MM and fascism bave almost no knowledge abouk the organizatiom,
irs goals, icts actlivitles, lte struckure, &te.,

Mike Barna's commenta about the M4 are, of course, even mare gutrageous.

As for thelr supposed attempts To "subvert the individual to "the will of God',"
teh MM ia not a religious organization but a secular ome, Including Proteetants,
Mormeona, Catholics, Jews, and indeed atheisrs. Tt does not engage in
evangellzation or other religious ackiviey. Hike submits no evidence that

MMers wish Lo make the state thair tneatrument as that they cam “deny individual
freedem in all religfons, sexuval, or family matters™ bacsuse thérs 1ls nons. -
Mike: rest easy! Your #1 and #2 fears in tife (auclear war under Ronnie and
a MM-organized Christo-fagcist state) (p,11) are totally groundless, and 1if
that's all you have to remlly worry about in 1ife then you should sit back and
enjoy wourself.

The MM ig the 20ch century equivalent of the Salem witches atnd endures
more pbuse than suspected communists in the McCarthy era. About what other
organizacion 1a 1c considered to make falzse, totally groumdless, borderline-
hysterical atatements without eny support whatscever? TYet the MM aendures
this kind of abuse every day over TV, radlo, newspaper, joutnal of opiniom,
and ognly rarely does anyone step back objectively and ask psople to at leasc
know aomething about what they're talking about before they apeak.

Steve, as a libertarian (1f I have concluded rightly that you are) you
narurally wouldn't be enchusiastic about MM, but you should recognize that a
substantilal number of its detraciors are of the flk that would throw the label
"fasclst" ar anything they don®t like to the right of them and I"m sorry to
see you jolning in the fray.

Well, throw this in tha pot and see what happens.
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({Let's start with the three Lsgues on which you assumed (correctly)
that T would agree with tha so-called Moral Majerity. 1 do net view
thene as nipna that rthe MM 1is any friend of liberty. 1In each case, you
have mhowm only part of the MM'a policy.

Yea, it 1a good that the MM i3 trying to pet the government to atop
coercing private Christian acheols. Bur, this doesn't mean that the MM

is a friend of =dycation free from the state’s interference., m the contrary,

it wants thea gtace to force creetlenist guperstitioa to be taught in
sclence classrooms.

The MM advocaAtes an end to state Funding of abortiom, and I agree
with them. But, this Len't part of a larger effort to atop the state
from playing doctor with ite aubjects. HNgo, thie 18 part of a4 larger
effort to outlaw abortiom entirely, thus subordinating the pighta of
an adult hman being to the "righta" of a blob of protoplaem.

The MM beljeves that people ghouwld be free to not do buziness with
any group, in particular, gays. I Bgree. But they are por acting from
the belief that people sheuld be free to live thelr ownm lives and assoclate
with {oxr not assoclate with) wvhomever they please, Far from ft. They
advocate throwing people in jJail for any aexual act that happens to gross
out Jerry Pallwell, -

The Moral Majority Lim far from the innocent victim of a "witch hunt”.
Their opponents do not advocate throwing the Moral Majority 1im jail, but
the MM advocates throwing gays In jatl, Thelr opponents {or at least
their more enlightened opponents) do nor advicate interfering with the
MM's Freedom of speech, but the MM advocates censaring things that they
don't like, Tha Morsl Majority may well be Ereated unfairly in the
media, IF #o, thia 1a unfortunate, and should Be changed. But this
in no way changes the fact that the MM is a particularly {gnerant, hateful,
dengerous group of people,

The bhast example of this is rhe dasne on which the MM's parancia
is most pronounced: homosexuality. They have produced serongly hemophabic
advertisements designed to play on popular fears and wmisconceptlons about
homosexuvality (particnlarly in regard to children). A California spokesman
anid {I quote here from memary), "I belleve 1n capital punishment, and [
balieve that howmomexuallity 1s one crime for which the death penalty is
warranted.” Thesse are dangercus pecple!

I'm not familiar with the entire Motral Malority programme, hur I know
that they believe the atate should be able to te&ll me what 1 can read or
watech, who 1 can have asx with, what conatitutes science, whether or not
1 (1f I were a woman) could have an apbortion, and whethar or nor I could
get a divorce {for this last, I'm going on Rod Walker's word, perhaps a
dangeroua policy). This seemn EC meé vaguely teminigcent of the social
policien of Edéciam.

I agree that Mlke's fears atre grouvndless. Reagan lpn"t very likely
o start a nuclear war, and the Moral Majority ian't about ko eake over.
Fortunately for the U,.5. and the world, they are se far from baing a
msajority as they are from being wmoral.))



Keith Sherwood Whoa, looks 1fke the Feud will move Into high gear
and i{nto your ‘zine. Guod. It needs ko all come out in the wash (one wvay
or another) someplace, someplace reasonably neurral. You can have it. TI'm out
aof ({11legibla)). Fnd of auvbject in my 'zine; back to fun stuff. But I'wm glad
gome "zine will become the Final barrle ground. Are you the Brutus Bumlletin
of the mid efghtdes?

Re your respongse to Jim Meinel's boycotr letker: an interesting analogy
("Joe RKlow spita on sidewalk..."}, walid if one equates not so petty theft with
apitting. MIght not anccther valid analogy be a criminal with a warrants list
as lomg as hils arm adwits that one ocr two of the counta may be true? Sure,
one 1s innocent entil proven gulliy, but then Ism't that what this is all
about? The accusers irying to convince you believers in the érrors of your
WayE,

I aseum® you will be printing Melinda Anm Holley's letter aand Bruce's
respunse on the Zine Repilster. In responae, I will say I have picked up
Bruce's gauntler {even before he threw it down —= clear proof of a&.m.p.)
and accepted some hobby reasponeibility. Wo, 1 won't ba daing leg woerk for
Bruce and the Zine Reglster, but I have taken ovar 5cort Hangon' s spot ae
U.5. Orphan Setvice Jandtor. Can't heave losey getting & hold of all rtha
hobby EEr\r[qu after all., Would yom please publicize my new post, Stevel
As you say, "most playersz in Canadian 'zi{inea gre Americang" IF you are une
of the Flrst to publicize the news of tha new Janiter, you cnn prove you're mat
isalated and out af touch,

These jokes you print are crude and tastelegs, I'm glad to say, Someone
has to keep up the rradltion now thar Dave Carter has become a respectable
father and toned down.

Cidercon, buh? In college, on campus, you always told securlty you were
drinking apple juice. On one of my party fliers, I put "apple juice with
bubbles and foam on cop". Intereatingly, all the males who read ir knew what
I meant while all the females were clueless.

I missed the "IMppy Aorror Show"? Ho way! I must have it. TI'1l trade
you one Ultimgtely Cool For wharever HNFA haa the Dippy Horror Show, Hike's
got it all ever me {only aeen RHPS B2 times at the movies, never dréssed up.
But then, ['ve viewed my videe tape of 1t innumerable times.

I misased “"Hitchhiker's Guide" acuff, tooT God, where have I been? Where
have you beem, Steve? You're too hip for this hobby. ((Pexhaps that's
what Fd Wryobel meant when he said that For every Stave Wutton In the hobby
there are 2 or 3 Wllaons, Boardmane, Sackses, and a¢ on, In any casa, 1
agrea wirh him.}} Saw Douglas Adams le-;:ture at UCSPh B year ago — hilarious.
Has the fourth book appeared yet? I haven't seen Lt, but from a hint Adams
gave, I'm guessing ir will befis called 30 Long And Thanke For All The Fish.

Your lerter section is great. Almost as good as rhe L.d. Tlue- Sunﬂay
Calandar Section letrers. Keap 1F up.

({(adamn's nay book has come out, with the tiele ypu suggested, buc
it's a bit disappeinting.

I agree that wvhat Bruce did (charging calls to orhers) was very
wrong, and I was shocked when he told me of it. But, the mere fact
that Bruce admics to doing cne wrong thing (which he claims he never
denied doing?} does neot mean that he 1s guilcy of all of the ether charges
against him, same of which are wild beyond helief.}}
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David Mason  Thenk you for forwarding to me NFA #27/28, for which T
take it 1 am obliged ro Bruce MeIntyre. 1 was thoroughly entertalned. Please
enter my subscription for ten iasues...

I gee that Bruce has launched a ‘'zine in Vancouver, and has obtalned
appointment to the CDO Execurive Committes. HBruce ip a gentleman of excepileonal
inteiligence and imagination {although, between you and me, he needs the gervices
of 8 proof-reader badly), 1 would 1ike to publicly endorse Bruce's appointment
to tha CDO Executive Committee through publication In your magazine of the
following commendation. While ite style iz admittedly that of ponpous officialdeonm,
for which I hold mo corresponding justificatory office, perhaps 1ts incengrulty
oAy amiige aole of the cognizent among your readership:

I wouild tike to take this opportuniiy to commend the £DO for ita
wisdom in obtgining the services of Bruce Melntyre aa a member of the

CD0 Executive Committes. I originally met Bruce when he was a novice

member of the UBC Bridge Club in 1982. Setting out with ne lcwledge

of the game, within gix momths ke had achieverd Jumior Master statue

with the American Bridge FPederation, Further, Bruce was elected

Presidont of the Bridge Club the fellowing year, and piloted the elub

through fflecal end adwinistrative crises in exemplary fashion. T

ariiotpate that Bruce will demonetrate his ample intelligence, {nitiative,

and adwinigtrative talents in the exercige of hias dutiee ((which number
eerol)) as a member of the CDO Executive Committee. I wouid advise the

Korth American Postal Diplomacy fommmity net to be surprised ©f Bruece,

during the couree of ha tenure, ashould spearhead hithertc wnimigined

and laudable itnitiqtives on behalf of all participants in the Hobby.

{{Ths protesta to the vontbtrary of the abovesigpned notwithstanding,
we the undersigned did not Find the poemposity of the above statement
to be in any sense #axcesalve, Indeed, we have seen atatementa which
for sheer overwrittenness and saying-things-in-a-roundabout-way-ness
make the above pale by comparizon,

Steven J, Huttonm, ﬁq*})

Steve Langby Recently a copy of NFA 271/28 arrived in my mallbox.
The return address sticker was one of Bruce Linsey's, and your name had been
added. Since Bruce had called to tell me that he had sent you a long letter
attacking me, T anssumed (corr#ctly) that the regults were within,

Do yoiu evéer wonder sbout the verbh attack? Bruce waed 1t in the phone
conversation and agajw in the Eeteer, My viaualization of rhe word haas an
amy arrayed agalngt another, with hombs bursting iIn zir, etc.. On a amaller
acale, perhape a street thug #lamming his victim fnto a wall. I suppose I'm
Juar ¢ld fashioned.

I &njoyed HFA very much, espectally Pruce McIntyre's pmrsonal reflecctions.
He brought to wmind an incident from my 1ife at age 20 when 1 was living in
Saattis, [ wam riding the buys home from work, lost in the usuval daydrean,
when & Foung sirl in & long winter voat with a fur-lined hood sat down acrass
From me, We were seared in those sears near the rear which faced across the
bue rather thanm forward.
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She had delicate Features framed by black curla and sec off by black
browas and lashes om the palest of skin. Her eyes were blue, the kind of
blye that you wowld use to define the woxd. She was the loveliest rthing T
had eyer seen. We gat for miles, locking at each other. At filrst, we both
glanced away as eoun asn out eyex touched, but by the end of the ride we were
sharing a constant eye contact and I was totally infatvated. Suddemiy, ahe
got up and off of the bug. 1 came back to teallty, too shy to seramble off
of the bua in pursulr, By the next stop, I vealired I had paased my arop and
g0 did scramble. 1 had o walk back about foupr blocksa, blisafully aware that
she lived in my neighbourhood.

I apent the regt of thar night and the following day practicing what T
would say to her, playlog the scens over and ower in ay head. When I got on
the kua that night I was keved up to the paint of near funk. She didn't
appear. T never saw her agaln. 1 wiah Bruce McIncyre & batter continuation Lo
his story than the one that was wricten for ne.

I also enjoyed your puzzle. T have always been more interestad in purzles
than in the real world. I falled to aolve your puzzle, fully, but I would
grlll like co present the clues and my deductione {or iz it inductions?).

«-+1 rather hope I win the conteat. From what I have seen of it, NFA looks
ta be the home of a letter celumn. T truly ecjovy a Llecter colusn.,

Do youw ever read washroom graffiel? My favoonrite place was wriltten
in the Toromta traim scatdan; For a good time in Toronto, call Montregl,
The following remarkabhly high-brow plece of grafficl was wrircten Ln the
Arta Lecrure Hall ar the University of Waterloo: Theology recapttulates
soatology. I alao recall an dncredibly explicit description by a masochiat
cf what he wanted somecne to do te him, If only he would join tha Diplomscy
bobby, he could get all of that without even asking.

The woman sald te her huskband, "I have some good news and some bad
newa, Flrst the gooed news: you'vre not aterile,.."

The woman asked her doctor iF the operation would affact her gex Lifa.
“Ho," he replied, "and T must say cthat'"a the filrst time snyone’sn asked that
about a tonatlllecteomy.™

A guy knocked at the door with a can of gaudy pink paint and offerad
to paint the porch for filve dollars. As a lark, the "man of the houme™
accepted, Ten minutes later, the guy veturned and said. *I'm all done.
And by the way, it's aot a Porch, it's a Ferrari.™

It*s rough bteing a struggling muesician, so when Bill got an offer of
$300 to do the score for a short film, he accepted right away. bDaly later,
afrer he'd played the music and been pald did he discover what sort of movia
it was, He was a bit embarrassed, but $5300 was 5500.

A few monthe later, he saw an advertisement for "his™ movie tm tha
paper. He naturally felt some desire to hear his suairs and to aee to what
uge It had heon put. Bur, juar as narturally, he didn't wani anyome to see
him, =0 he went in g disguisce,

Since 1t was a weaknight, the theatre wasn™t crowdad. He sar dosm
next ta a nlce-looking young cauple whe were also In disgulse,

The mavie started, [t was totally disgusting. It had every sex act
Imaginable, group sex, sadomasochism, and even a dog. Somewhat exbarrassed,
he turpned te rhe woman next to him and sald, "['m only here to listem to the
music*”. She replied, "we're here to see gur dog'.

FTEIEN
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Diplomacy and The Middle Eastern Peace Process by Ken Tovl

Budding young Henyy Kissenpgers and Kalph Buniches whoe are interesled in building
upch thelt diplomaric prowess in negotiaring rhree-way drauws by bring peace to the
Middle Eaat must first establish a fitm command of the subtle linguistic mine fteld
known as Mid4le Eastern Code Hordsts

“RBalanced approach™...cicecasmssrr-snreress--Fro-Arab
HSypport legitimate Palestinmian right="......Favor a WesL Bank sCate
"CompTehenEive PeaCE™ . irs1r2mt 122122 ne-.ATANs & U.5. ganging up on israei

"Malntain the arms balance in the
Middle Eamt® ai.cernsrrransarmacamannanss v..sMaincain overwhelming Isvaeli
supericrity

“Just & lasting peace in the Middle East®™....Pie-in-cthe-sky, lack of which is
always the other guy*s ftault

"The 11.5. should be honest broker™ .. - vvewe. . Quit picking on Lsrael
“"The 1,5, should act as full parttner*........Fut pressure on lsrael
"lhydea & Sameria™,..cissnsausunssrsrnrrnsna-God game this Iand €0 me

=The West BanK™...c«ssvesncrnarransasnsraaser-1h@ HEest Bank's connected to the
(pause} East Bank

“"The Tefuges Problem . cu.ccccnsrsssnsansarasaYou've got ‘em, so You fipure out
something to do with tham

“The Falestinlan problem™.......sxevr2nssrs.-Hech no, we don't want “em, 50 you
take Lhem back

“Ihe U.5. tecognlzes legitimate Saudi
sSecurkty meeds™. (... ..4iisirisssasaaenenssBell them what they want, o¥ they'll
raise the price of oil and buy frem
the French amnyway

*Tha V.5, recognizes legitimate Jardanian
gacurity needE™. . veasaaninnsssnsnnsnseseaniell them what they want or they'll
get the Saudis mad at us and buy
from the Russians anyway

*The 1V.5. would never use ald to Israel
as a means of pressure™....nciasrerer-r-oq-5omething o say as a threat to
IsTtael reminding them what we'll do
if they don*t shape up

#The U.5. has a moral committment to Istael*™..lsrael owes the .35,

A strong Israel 1ls a strateglec asset
to the U.8Y . i eumrronsntanassuvsansansnaasnsaThe ILS, owes Israel

“Iarasl iz the cornarstome of U.5. policy
in the Middle EBast™...c.cverrncnnensrsasnrrnaIsTact s #l

*Ierael 1% a cornerston of U.5. policy
in the Middle EaS3t"™rass1aassnraaasrrsnt=ssasd hOWEVEr...

*The If.5. holds 992 of the cards {or

peace in the Middle Easf™........-.. t-rnas.saSomething the Arabs say to acknowlege
their own impotence and pass the
blame.



wWho Killed Bruce Linsey?

Thia te the exriting comclusion to last iceue's murdar mystary.

“"What do you mean all 53 of us are imposters. and I'm » murderer ™ aaked
Sam Pelberson.

"1 think you know what I meam," I sald, "but some of my readers don'r,
ag I*11 exptaim.™

“1 was susplcious of Mr. Smith from the very beginnlng. He was allegedly
fxom Canada, and yet he called this plece of furniture a aofa. Although rhar
term 15 helng used more ofteém now it Canada, a Canadian would more likely call
it a aouch or oheaterfield. This wasn't encugh to maks an sccusation on, so
I deliberately set up a trap for him, I claimed that bowling wan, LF anything,
eyen more popular in Canada than In the U,S5., He rveplied, "fes, I'd acomer
g£lve up my winter coat that my bowling Lall.™ T then knaw ha wasa®t a Canadian.
Bowling 1=, indeed, popular in Canada. 5-pin bowling. that ias, not 10-pin.
5-pin bowling uses a small ball with no holes, and no one owns his own ball.
Sam’s statement that he owned a bowling ball showed him o be one aof the
relatively few l0-pin bowlers in Canada. Aa suwch, he certainly would not
have agreed with my aratement that bowling is very popular in Canada.”

"Mext, Mr. Jones gave himself away. He referred to "Byrus" as "she',
although her gender had mot ewven been hinted at before."

“Mr. Willlams followed by glving her first name “Fathy" although ha
had no way of knowing it. Clearly these twe were not complera strangers to
the Diplomacy hobby as thelr signed statements aeaid.”

"r. Petersocn, you ware cleprly a murderer hecapse you gave we a forged
“"sulcide note™ from Bruce. I knew it was a forgery because Bruce always
signa his name with the 'R’ backwards. Alsc Bruce would never write g suicide
rote withour eoe Mark Berch on the bottom, You may or may net have fired the -
ghat, hut as an accessary to murder yol are, In law, &4 surderer. 5Since your )
note was prepared Ln advance, and you knew enocugh rto call Bruce "Brux™, you
are also an imposter.™

"At this peoint, I had ne evidence thac Mr, Harris was an imposter. Euac, -
with cthe other four being phonies, I naturally suspected youw as well. I
therefore asked you to wrlte up a sunmary of the day's evenrs, hoping you
would make a8 blunder and glve yourself away. You did, twice, You showad
that you kmnew Kathy's name was spelled with a 'K" although it is usually
gpeliled with-a "C", You also knew that "Alex' was a girl, even though she
had a wan's name,"

"Mow, I had all the informatioen 1 needed. T picksad up the Uzi, knowing
that it was wired te an alarm at the police scation. The authorities should
be heye any minute now."

[ turned off tha tape recorder, took out the cassette, and maid, "I think
all of the evidence they need 1a right bhere™.

kpilogua:r tnder queationing, Mr, Peterson irplicated the other 4 imponters
aa hig accomplices. Nz also {mplicated a &th person, a prominent hobbytat,
who had eut of f the power to the house at the proper momerni,

One of Bruce's outer pookets was fownd to eomtain a will, in wvhich

he left all his worldly posseasicns to a Mr. Steve Hutton. Some noted
that Mr, Hutton had ample opportunity to slip the will into Linsey's
pocket whan the lighta wepe out, @l questioned the authemiicily of
the will. Bur that, aa they aay, ts mmother story...
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Dbviously many of yoo emjoyed the murder mysrery purzle as much as ¥ did.
I plan to do ancther ona fairly zaoan. If any of you want bo Ery your handas
at one, send it in. 1If any of you do nor want ta be characters in a muarder
mystery, please let me knew. Otherwise, T'11 Feel free to bump you off or
send you to the big house for 20 to 1life,

In additfon te brief entries by Mark Berch, bhick Martin, and Ben Schilling,
I had 9 seriocus respondants. They were: Kevin Srone, Bruce Linaey, Jinm
Gardner, Fred Davis, Hill Becker, Mike Dean, Alan Stewart, Kevin Browm, and
Hod Walker. Thaoks ko all of you for responding.

I took Inte account the fact that rhose of yon whe didn’t get Voice of

would he unlikely to know how Bruce signed his name, and non-Canadians
would have trouble apotting the 'safa” and "bowling' cluea. T was very
amused by some of the attempls to peg John Smith asm a non-GCanadian. Hany
of ¥you were gqulte inventive, although the term "grasping ar straws” could
also perhapa be usad.

I was amazed that nobody got the Kathy/Carhy clue. T had originally
intended to use thie ad the only way of implicating Dave Harris, but later
decided to throw in the Alex/girl clue as well. Thie clue didn't require
any special knowledge, 26 #ach of you could have gotbtean ft,

I had mot intended "the hobb¥" A= a clue that Sam was an Llmposter {(someéone
cutsida the hobby wouldn't call it "the hobby') but neotficed it As soon as
I'd written it. Most of you plcked up thie accidental clue.

You alsc pleked up Some clués I hed never dregmed of. I peecms that
poocr Ses had & wountain of evidence against him. Rill Becket nobted that
Bruce's muicide note was brilef and to the polnt, hence a forgery. Jim Gardner,
Rod Walker, and Steve Langley noted that Sam knew what was ot local TV even
though he was Suppoaedly from Detroit., Rod Walker noted that Sam didn’t
ask why someone named ""Bruce” would xign his mame "Brux". Mlke Dean and Alan
Stewart noted that Sam refeyyed to five people from outeide the hobby when,
for all he kipew, I could be & sixth pergon from ountside,

Ir wam yery tough, since ao many of you were such good detectives, but
I'm glving the prize of 5 free issues o Steve langlew.

In addirion to providing the evidence, Steve came up with an Iinteresting
conclusion:

Only Steve Hutton could have arroged the power failure (he did acy
that the emergenoy power syatem would twrm the lighie om, wvhen the obvicue
reaponse vould be to tell someone to find a light guiteoh), hawded Sam the
note when the lighte went out, grabbed the Vai (with which he geemed familiar),
put 1t fnto single shot mode while placing the barrel to Bruse's head, fired,
and rebtionad Lt to ita caes, while speaking owt about the emergency posier
eyotem. True, Rution claima not to have krnosn whese body hit the floor,
which wouild dmply that he was tnnocent, but, ©t wasn't the firat iie he'd
told, and, in his cold blooded way, he might not have bean certain that he
hadn't killed the wrong mam.

When the Tighte oame up, Hutton took the Uzl withour any oppoeition
Jrom the othere. tad they been part of a2 conspiracy te do more tha trodaoe
Bruce at Diplomacy it ie Rard to believe they wouldn't have reacted. With
the power on agatM, the second removal of the zi from {ts caze would alert
the quthoritfea. OSteve prepared for their avrival by spreading clucae, accusing
the other five of being impoaters (which thay ware} vl one of them of murder,
Too bad for Steve the police have tenis to detevmine whioh of the gix gotuclly
fired the Usi. I ocan't prove it from tiwe evidense, but my conclusion ie that
Autton ta the killer,
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ThE D’ip(jo“n Wars hy ATE hur Majoox

{{This 1s eplaode L {0 a continuing serlies. Charaztera in this serial
should nat be confused with the real people with the same names, )}

Steve Hutton was worried. Ew ety l:h.nu.sh. his lLsat addresz was pri.nr.ed
incorrecely, some mail should have come through. "Another day and averyone
will have NMR'd" he thought morasely.

He decided to walk up to the post office and check. The day was sunny
and failrly warm for February, but strangely noisy. Looking up, he saw switling
contraila. A flash of light erupted from gone, then black smoke, heading For
the ground. "Tt locks almest like a dog-fight,”™ he thought, walking brigkly
down Columbla Skreet.

Up ahead, he saw the mall van heading rowards him. At the game tima, &
shadow passed over him —— a deadly HIG in Iraqi mackinge unleashing a arraam
of rockers and canneon shella into the unfortumate war,

Steve junmped for cover as lranian “"Phantom® Jets stresked after the WIG. ..
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Terry Tallman woke up feéling very pleasmed. He wad by far cthe laader ip
the Sex Ghod contest, and with just a few permonal appearances in bha weatarp
states, ahould be a shoo-in.

He walked downatairs and looked into the terrarivm ac his pet slugs.
Suddenly his eves bugged out and he let lgoae a blood-curdling cry of outrage
and pain. Every one of his slugs was dead, and the culprit had left a Z2-pound
bag of salt lying on the [leor...

Kathy Byrne sighed and closed her bank book. Hiring Tragq to bomb all
letters agalpst her had been expenaive, but aoon the opposirion would have to
quir. 1If only she could find out whe had hired Tran...

T L R S S S T T T

Rod Walker awcke 1o a dirch with salr all over hia handa. "How did I
get here," he wondered. Ne remembered tunning into Mike Ehll in = bar, wheke -y
they sharad a few drinks and talked about Ehll's campaign acroes the midwest.
Mike had had a wvery atrange look on his faece whem he bought the last deink...

*fhey thought they could defeat me,"™ the mastermind laughed, "but woew I
am in contrel. And so 1 shall remaim as long as they vemain divided by thene
feuds."

Alan Calhiamey adjusted his robe and left hia gecret upderground laborarory.
In the house above, hé shed tha costume (gnnoying, but pare of the image, after
all) and pubk on street clothes. A few winutes in front of the mirror with a
moke—up kit and all was complete.

There was a knock at the door. He answered after a quick check of the
cloaet,

“Hi Steve, I haven'r zeen you In a while.™
"Hrux, we've got to Lalk."

((Wny did Steve and Arux have to talkt What is in Brux's cloaer? A
gkeleton? Larry Peery? Whe Is "the mastermind™? How does Rod Walkar fir
into the Ehli/Tallman feud? Who hired the Iranlan jera? Why does Steve
Huttoo live on a street pamed after a marljuana-producing country? ' These
gquestions may or may nob be answered In the next exciting episode.))

|
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Mini-Marycom 2/2-3/B5

Hini-Marycom will be held on Saturday and Sunday, Fechbruary 2-3, 1985, Starting time
will be noon. Report to the History Department at Monroe Hall. The play will be devated
exclusively to nuclear scenarcics of Mark Stegeman's Werld Diplomacy 1IV. Foyp details
contact: Dick Warner, Department of History, Mary Washingion Cellege, Fredericksburg,
Va. 22401, Phone: office (703)899-4616, home {793)786-0789,

Yari-Maryeon *B5, 5/31/785

Vari{i-Marycon '85 will be held on the day before Marycon 825, Friday, May 11, 1985.
The al! variant contest will be managed by Creg Byrd. Tom Swider is chafcfing a reclec-
tion committee ta choose s debute pame. The debute game will be featured at Minl-Mary-
con "86 and will be played in final form at Vari-Maryecon “86. Submissions for debute
consideratfon should be sent to Marycon, 1309 Hanover Sereer, Frederickaburg, VA 22401,
Include a conference map and rules.

Marycon '35, June 1-2, 1985

Marycon "85 will be held on Saturday and Sunday, June 1-2, 19B5. Few changes have
been wade except that there will be an officlal gimboat concest In the Pub Sarurday
evening., Details will be explained at the Con-

Coast Incresses

Veterans will note that costs have rlsen for both Vari-Marycon and Harycon. This is
due to the Following circumsacances:

I. Lommes incurred at Marycon B3 and Maryeen "Ba.

2. Huges increases in che cost of rooms and meal plans for 1985, includimg a five
dollar per day charge for all participants for use of college Facilicties.

Ha wauld like ko upgrade tha qualiry of the Con and to have suitable Einancial
resource to prepare for the pasaibilicy of hostieng DipCon "86. Local players will be
required to pay {in advance} for twa meals at each Con. This will speed wp play and will

insure accountabilicy.
MaryGon Conditicns for Hostimg DipCon 86

MaryGon is grarified by fts Freguent menrion az a site for the 1986 DipCon TouTna-—
ment and is ronfident thar ir cam hoat a superior and prafitable narional contest- The
Eollowing conditions will be offerred for consideratfon to the DPipCon Commirtee:

1. The tournament must be held on the MaryCon date, the Eitst weepkend in June, and
that all promotion wmust fFaature MaryGCon as hosk.

2, All local arrangements, lodging, meal plans, entectainment by MaryCon.

3. All promotion and operation of the hipCon tournament {i.e., advertiscwment, Tules,
gamemantery, sacorlng, swards, etc., bz the responsibility of the Dipfon Commirtee.

4, That all funds for expenses and registration be handled by MaryCon and rhat
DipCon place a per capita surcharge to be collected by MaryCon and deliverad to the Dipcon
commiciee before the end of the Tournament.

5. That Vari-MaryCon and a MaryCon Tournament of Champions would be held the Friday
before the DipCon Tournsment and that awards for these tournaments will be featured at
the NDipCon Award Ceremony.



Y
PRESEHNTING TIIE 3RD ANNUAL ‘HJJ 98
MID-ATLANTIC DIPLOMACY TOURNAMENT ﬂ;

¥Con 85
Ap BT ANDS s

ONDON
VARI-MARYCON ~ ,,f
-

FOR VARIANT PLAYERS

FRL, 5/31: VART—MARYCON
10:00am - 10:00pm

SAT. 6701: HARYCON B5"
10:00am - 10:00pm -

SuUdN. 6/02: MARYCON as' : (:::)

SECOND ROUND
9:00am ~ 6:00pm

AWARDS

COME JOIN US AT:
MARY WASIHIINGTON COLLEGE
FREDERICKSBURG, VIRGIHIA
({95 SOUTH TAO RT. 3 F'BIRG.
LEFT OHN RT. 3, LEFT ON COLLEGE

AVE., RIGHT INTQO THE CCOLLEGE.
DRIVE TO MONROE HALL.)

e o e dmm o o = o e e —em o e e s mme mmm o —m smm dmm o TR g mmm o ol MEE TE e e e ek e e W

REGISTRATION FORM ENCLOSED IS MY CHECKX OR HONEY
ORDER PAYABLE TO MARYCON FOR:
MPAME ¢
{ )} VARI-MARYCON {5/321)...%535.040
ADDRESS :

I ‘ HARYCDN tﬁf].':}..- ..+-$5ﬂ.00
{ ¥y MARYCON {(LOCALS) . .....5%30.00

TELE #: | 3

MAIL TO:z: .
MARYCON 85°' TOTAL, BENCLOSBED. 2 o v s s =9

130% 1IANOVER STREET
FREDERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA
22401

PRICE INCLUDES:™"

VARI-MARYCON: (5/31} LUNCH, DIHNER, LODGING, BEER. (6/1) BREAKFAST.,
VARI—MARYCON (LOC.}): (5/31) LUNCH, DINNER, BEER.

MARYCON: (6710 LONCI, DINNER, LODGING, BEER. (6/2) BREAKFAST, LUNCH.
MARYCON {LOCALS): (6/1) LURCH, DINHER, DRER. {6/2) LUNCN.

**JE WILL MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO ROOM YOUu WITH TUE PERSON{S)Y OF YQOUR CHOICE.
ALL ROOMS ARE DOUBLE OCCUPANCY AND ARE CONMECTED TO ANOTHER ROOM: PFOR A
TOTAL OF {4} PERSONS. THE COLLEGE WILL SUPPLY SHEETS AND PILLOW CASEE.
YOU MUST SUPPLY YOUR OWN BLANKETS.

Toguima, et
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Happy Valentine’s Day




