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the incident as Berch going after Phyllis is utterly unsupportable. But that aside,
it 1s just so typical that Kathy would refuse the copy Berch sent, and then turn
saround and bitch that Phyllis had had to hear about it from ¥Weody.

Sco here we have Berch relating an incident in which Kathy was clearly, totally
in the wrong. And what does Wrobel have to say about it in his reply? Does he
criticize Kathy at all? No. Instead, he makes an issue over the fact that Berch
mistyped “"word™ in hils letter, spelling it "wrod", See? Byrne deliberately
misrepresents an important fact (whether Berch sent a courtesy copy of Phyllis's
published letter to her) in public, and Wrobel has nothing to say about that. But
let Berch commit a typo, and that, to Wrobel, is worthy of sarcastic comment.
Anythlng to discredit the Dark Side of the Hobby, right Wrobel? Just don't go trying
to pretend you're an objective reporter after you pull crap like this. And please
spare us the insult of referring to Feudesse as a "service to the postal Diplomacy
hobby" a8 you dld in your latest issue, In light of all the above, that has to be one
of o funniest statements yet to come out of this feud.

The above-related exchange between Berch and Wrobel reminds me of a recent comaent
by Caruso in Feudesse: "Fuen his ((Bruce's)) aupponters can't justify everything he
does. That should telf some people something.” Indeed, although I don't think the
resulting message is exactly what Caruso had in mind, My supporters are friends in
the truest sense of the word: they will support me when I'm right, and criticice me
when I'm wrong. Both of these are essential ingredients of true friendship., For
example, I was roundly boced by several of my best friends for the drinking letter,
and not one of them supported me., (1f someone had supported that item, I°'d have to
seriously question his frilendship,) Berch has criticized me a number of times on
topics related to feuds, one of the most recent being the 1983AY affair. Rauterberg
felt I was wrong to publicize Kathy Byrne's threat to declare my games irregular,
since 1t was unprovable. Ron Brown wrote in NFA #31 that "I§ ({(the Francine)) feiten
does exist and it is as 'sick' and 'disgusting' as we are supposed fo believe then aff
1 need 48 a photocopy and proof that Bruce Linsey did write it and 1'E€L take over the
anti-lLinsey campaign" -- and I think he'd have to fight Berch, Coughlan and Davis
for that honor! But I pride myself on having friends who can criticize me elther
publicly or privately (and on the fact that I apparently don't intimidate thea from
doing so). Thus I know, and any objective observer can tell, that when they do
support me, it's genuine.

Byrne, Tallman, Olsen and the rest of their mob cannot make this claim. I have
asserted in the past that Byrne's so-called supporters are doing her no favors by
backing her every statement, regardless of how wild it might be. The incident in which
Wrobel cannot bring himself to -- horrors! -- criticize the Great Goddess Byrne for an
incident in which she is clearly in the wrong le a good example, but that's Just the
way these people operate. Again -- and T hate to overuse the term, but I think it's
accurate —- this is the foundatlon of what I refer to as the lynch mob mentality
extant in this crowd. Take some of the most glaring examples of theilr dishonesty:
the stolen Graustark money, the "sick letter™ to Francine charge, the Olsen letter
stating that I have billed calls to Kathy's employer's phone. Now quicklys try to
think of an instance where cne of them has criticlzed ancther even mildly for even
the foulest of misdeeds. If you can come up with one example, you've outscored me.
And this 1s exactly how a lynch mob operatesy no self-examination; Just bash, bash,
bash the victim, I won't even clailm that all of my opponents behave this way: Pete
Gaughan (for example) does not. But many of them do, and it's to thelr own discredit,
not mine. (Questlions in response to Langley's question about why Bruce has &0 many
enemiess did every black man ever lynched in the old South deserve all those enemles?
Would you have Jjoined one of those lynch mobs too, Langley? How about you, Wrobel?

Would you have had blood on your hands?} Enough sald.
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Melinda Holley has posed six questions to me (among others) pertalning to the
Zine Register:

1. "1§ Roy Hennicks i3 4in change of the IR, why does he not nespond to questions
about the ZR? Why does al¥ the information available come from Bruce Linsey and not
Roy Hennicks?” I do not know why Roy Henricks does nmot respond to questions about
the ZR, since I am net Roy Henricks, All of the avallable information has come from
Bruce Linsey because Roy Henricks is not answering questions about the ZR.

2. "I1§ Roy Henricks is in charge of the IR, why is Bruce Linsey alfowed fo:

a) help formulate IR policy b) publicly state said policy? Does this mean othen
people may contribute to IR policy as weff?" Bruce Linsey 1s allowed to help formulate
and state ZH policy because Roy Henricks has permitted him to do so. This does not
logically imply that others may do so as well, ) , ,

3. "1 Roy Hemricks 48 in charge 0§ the IR, then Bruce Linsey {5 merely performing
a clenical gunction and has no business in formulating IR policy...that i3 Roy
Henaicks' fob." This ims net a question.

4. "1§ Roy Hemricks is not in change of the IR, why the charade that he is?"
The question has no meaningful answer as 1ts antecedent is false.

5. "If§ Roy Hemnicks had the best intenests of the IR at heant, why choose Bruce
Linsey Lo hefp him knowing that the matter would be controversial and perhaps hurt
the ZR?" Roy Henricks chose Bruce Linsey because the latter was the only person to
offer assistance. Apparently Roy Henricks did not feel that Bruce Linsey's help
would hurt the ZR.

6. "If Bruce Linsey had the best interests of the IR at heant, why did he agree
to hefp with the IR knowing the matten would be controversial and perhaps hurt tﬂe
IR?" Bruce Linsey agreed to help because he saw that Roy Henricks could use a little
help with the ZR, and Bruce Linsey happened to have some spare time on his hands.
Bruce Linsey did not feel that his help would hurt the ZR.

What still has me baffled about all this is that Melinda Holley seems to be trying
to suppress informatlon already in the public domain. She has not explained why Roy
should not be allowed to print this information.

Since I'm responding to Melinda, there are a couple of questions I'd like her to
answer for the NFA readers. In her December mass malling, Melinda openly discussed
the contents of an "off the record” letter I had sent her. I would like Melinda to
explain why she did this. 1 do not necessarily <laim she was in the wrong, as I can
think of a number of compelling reasons for somecne not to honor an "off{ the record”
label. But 1I°'d lilke to know: what were your compelling reasons, Mellnda?

The other polnt concerns the matter of proving charges. Melinda makes & big deal
over the fact that I have falled to prove a charge which was unprovable {(the "irregular”
threat). But strangely, although she also discussed the "sick letter” to Francine
charge in that malling, she did mot criticlze Kathy for her fallure to prove it even
though this charge, Af true, would be provable, Please explain this apparent double
standard, Melinda.

I think that perhaps some NFA readers may have been left in the dark by part of
Your reply to John Beoardman. "Eric Blake" was a pseudonym used by Beoardman in a
postal Diplomacy game., Boardman played a second country under his own name. The
other players were not informed of this arrangement until after the game ended. With
two powers (England and Turkey) under his control, Boardman of course won the game.
However, he has since condemned me for the (totally 1nnocuous) use of a fake name as
a hobby hoax (not in a game),

Similarly, Kathy Byrne has published a number of fake zines, and Boardman is well
aware of 1t (I have mentioned it to him several times). Yet he supports Byrne while
condemning me for "forgery". Neither of these double standards has, to my knowledge,
ever been explained.

Boardman's reference to Steve Hutton as "Whoever you are” is an 1lllustration of one
of his oft-used defense mechanisms. When someone dlsagrees with him (as Steve Hutton
has done regarding the theft of my subscription money), Boardman has a habit of
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questioning the existence of that person rather than debating the issue at hand. The
funnlest such occaslons have occurred when the person whose existence 1s 1in question
is someone Boardman has actually met already -- such as Eric Ozog. Certainly this 1s
a convenlent mechanism —- after all, how can one ever be wrong about anything 1f the
person who disagrees doesn't exist?

Another example of this was documented in Voice of Doom #47. Jim Williams of
Iowa had written to Boardman protesting the latter's condemnation of Gary Coughlan

for faking zines. Boardman responded with an insulting letter to Williams, questioning

his existence instead of stating why he feels 1t is wrong to fake a zine. It's
frustrating to argue with someone like Boardman who doesn’t even realize when he's
made himself look foolish -- but then, there's plenty of that golng around these days!

Keith Sherwood®s crack that we "can't have linsey getling a hofd of all the hobby
Betvices” 1s gratultously insulting. While literally true (in my oplnion, it would
not be desirable for any one person to run all the hobby services), the implicatilons

are a) that I'm attempting to do this, and b) that it's a Bad Thing for Bruce to run

any hobby service. HRegarding the former point, 1 run only two hobby services (if one
calls the Runestone Poll a "service®) and have helped with a third. I have never
attempted to 4L ff £8FL1FF #F acquire any others. Regarding the latter point, 1
stand firamly on my record with Supernova and after this summer intend to do the same
with the Runestone Poll.

Gratultous, insulting cracks seem to be commonplace with Sherwood, though. Last
December, he refused a sub check from me {as 1s his right); then he went and made a
blg public spectacle over the fact, statl that "7 want to feel {ree Lo nelate
whateven fess-than-totatly-Legal on off-color incidents Lo my neadens forn oun mutual
enjoyment without concernning mysel§ with the nesults should mg remarnks be misnepre-
sented to my family, the US govennment, a public utifity, my bank, my employer, my
Landlond, on my clengy." Sure, Keith, we all do. But you have implied that I might
actually go and do some of this misrepresenting if you let me subscribe, and you glve
no specifics to support thils. Similarly, you stated in your following issue that I
"have done a fot of bad things" in the hobby and that In your opinion, "the hobby as
a whofe would have been bettern off without {((me))." 1 don't question your right to
hold this (or any other) opinlon, but when expressed publicly, these statements need
to be supported with specifics, and your fallure to do so makes them ssem simply
gratuitous.

The 1irony of all this 1is that even if one accepts your apparent view that Bruce
Linsey takes revenge through his enemies® personal lives, you youxrself were in no

such danger until you (apparently deliberately) made an enemy of me. Had you accepted

my sub check, all would have been just fine. Had you returned it without all the
public hoopla, all would still have been fine. But you had to raise a stink about
it, thereby gliving me reason to wonder; does Keith Sherwood really have these fears
about me, or 1s he unafrald and just trylng to embarrass me further?

I'11l respond to only one other of Sherwood's remarks, that ".it galls me to think
angthing T might say in ((the zine)) might be used against me.” Well, I guess you're
discovering the truth of that now, Keith! But the cure is not to refuse people‘'s
sub checks, but rather to avold making the sort of response-provoking gratuitous
cracks that you've been making. I believe that you owe me elther some public
explanation of the remarks clted above, or (preferably) scme apologles.

There are some other comments scattered throughout NFAs #29/30 and 31 which need
brief replies. Rod Walker's letter (NFA #29/30, pp 32-34) was extremely nice, and I
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thank him for all the kind words about VD and Supernova. Of course my own contributlons

to the hobby cannot compare with Rod's, but it's nice to be appreclated Just the same.
I'm sorry that Rod disagrees with the way I handled the Highfleld matter, but so

be it. I still feel I acted properly. As for my having a “Lolita complex": since I'm

not (in my opinlon) belng accused of anything wrong here, 1lt's barely worth replylng
to. The woman I'm dating currently is two years younger than me {I'm 29); the two I
dated previously were both older than me, 1f it’s really anyone's business, Do I
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care for 17-year-old Alex? Of course I do, and 1 sBee nothing wrong with 1it.

Rod has heard two different storles why the "Francine letter” can't be produced:
Steve Arnawoodian tore it up in a rage; John Caruso threw it away in a rage. I've
heard a third. Caruso recently wrote to Paul Hauterberg, telling him that they weren't
producing the letter because they didn’t want to embarrass Francine. The least these
people could do 1s get thelr storles straight,

Regarding the letter to Frank and Francine, one of the people who actually saw it
has declded to make a brief public comment about it. Mark Larzelere says thiss

Hunst's an en's stafements show that they neven saw this fLeften, and Thene
ia no way anyene who saw the fetier could have called it a 'smutty hate Leften' on
‘vulgar, obscene fiLth'. Pensonally, 1 considerned it strange, but not sick. "

In response to Ron Brown, on page 19, you ask, "Why don't ((Bruce's}) cpponents
concentrate on his neal faufts and his reak misdeeds .instead of taking cheap shots and
stnetching the thuth?" think my earlier comments about why Tallman does thils can
be expanded into a general answers; because what I have actually done, while sometlimes
questionable and occasionally inexcusable, isn't enough to hang me.

In falrness, I think Mark Berch was wrong {(on page 4i4) to ask Terry Tallman for
proof of an unprovable claim (i.e. that a certain phone conversation took place between
me and Terry). The fact 1s that Tallman is 1ying when he says I admltted to filing a
formal complaint with the State Troopers about Jack Masters, but this is an unprovable
charge from both sides, so it 1sn't falr to ask elther slde for proof,

My thanks to Dave Carter for his support of the Runestone Poll. Regarding hils
comment that "I definitefy do not Like a shoot-from-the-mouth type Like Linsey nunning
the PoER": OK, but how does Dave feel about a shoot-from-the-mouth type {(not to
mention habitual liar) like Kathy Byrne helping to run DW? My personal oplnion is
that so long as a custodlian does the Job properly, s/he should be allowed to do the
Job., Thus I have given Byrne my public support for her role in DW, unless/until she
abuses 1t, desplite my unrelated grilevances with her.

Pete GCaughan has sent along the following comments; ".,.J] disagree with youn
assessment of my opinions. No doubfe standand exists -- if Steve ((Langley)) had
done to someone what you did to BifL Highfield T would have been equalfy upset.

The fact that you §ind Steve's writings as wiong, on more waong, than goun oum
actions, does not angfluence me at alk,

"Kathy 4is another matten. 1 have gradualfy become awane that she is not as
friendly to evenyone as 1 believed hern to be...Steve has done nothing fo put him on
a pan with the muck sfung back and fonth, and T have been misinformed about Kathy..."

I wlll agree that Steve lLangley couches his attacks in calm, clean language.
That 1s to his credit. But, how would you like it, Pete, had Steve Langley printed
the following:

"Pete Gaughan has drnopped out of schoof and given us some reasons. Howeven, 1
think thene is sufficient documentation to support the he-{ell-in-fove-with-his-
professon scenanio. {1 nefer you to Perefandra, Europa Express, DY and NFA of
1983/84.) Pete is infatuated with his [(male] professon and makes advances to him.
The professon nefuses and Pete writes a note to the dean complaining about his
teachings. (But 1 haven't seen this nofe, and Pete says most of the detaifs above
are false. So? In fact, most of the details were false.) Exit one sfudent.”

riting the above made me feel 111, for I think it is wrong to indulge in such '
speculation about people’s private lives. How would you have llked 1t had Langley
printed that about you, Pete? How would any of you readers have llked it? How do
you think I felt now when Langley published his “love triangle" acenarlio? 1Is the
above any worse than what Langley actually 41d? If so, 1'd like to know why,

What I *dld to Bill Highfleld” was a reasonable response Lo a possibly dangerous
situation. As for Kathy, one of her good qualities is that she treats her friends
very wel}). However, this blinds some of them to the fact that she has done some
scummy things to people she dislikes.

Moving on to NFA #31, I think I can clarify Bruce McIntyre's remarks on page 30.
Thanks also to Bruce for supporting the Hunestene Poll:s my two critliclisms of his




96

Excelsior editorial were both minor. One concerned his comment that there would be
no "Runestone Effect” with me as pollster; in fact, ¥D 1s on the ballot this year, so
there could be. The other concerned his statement that I never wanted a reputation
as “controversial". Actually, I don't obJect to the label at all: 1it's feuding I
disllke, but give me a good debate on houserules, tactics, or ethlcs any day of the
week! That kind of “controversy” was smiled upon always at YD Headquarters. As for
Tallman's comment that the last paragraph of Bruce's esdltorlial was unfailr and insulting,
I presume thils refers to Bruce's statement that perhaps my attackers' real fear is
that nothing will go wrong with the Poll. Actually, I find that neither unfair nor
insulting, and I recently made a similar statement in NFA myself. Obvlcusly this is
pure speculatlion, but with all these people predicting doom, there will have to be
some degree of embarrassment when nothing goes wrong. As far as I'm concerned, then,
Bruce McIntyre's last paragraph was right on the money.

Jim Gardner's and Frej Wasastjerna's satirical letters about The Feud were very
clever.

i1 disagree wholeheartedly with your opinion, Steve, that Ron Brown's question
about why Kathy isn't willing to go to arbitration is unfair. You make the apparent
assumption that Ron was attaching a stigma to Kathy's refusal. Actually, we need to
hear Kathy's reasons before deciding this. If Kathy has legltimate reasons for
refusing, fine. If (as I have heard second hand) her reasons were that she wants
nothing more to do with me and doesn't want to become friends with me again, then
her reascns are not legitimate (the second one is a straw man as the purpose of
arbitration is not to restore the friendship but to resolve the issues) and there
should be a stigma attached to her refusal. So I am also posing the guestlion
with no stigma attached yet: why isn't Kathy Byrne willing to take ocur differences to
arbltration? .

“Dentists Against Linsey™? Shhh! BPBill Quinn‘'s one, you know, and we don't want
to get Olsen golng again!

Gary Coughlan says that your stance of calling a spade a spade no matter who says
it might "drive most of the feudens back to zines where they know they won't have fto
prove thein wonds..." Ah, but I'd just be willing to bet that a question frequently
pondered in some quarters these days 1s, "Veah, but wha; are we gonna do about it
when this gets quoted and nepfied fo 4in NFA?"! 1 know you're not big on hobby services,
Steve, but right now I'd say that "Fighting Words" 1s the most important hobby service
of them all. For that, I thank you.

Since this letter 1s beginning to get falrly lengthy, I just wish to state a
few things for the public record. First off, I recently accepted a $15 check from
Tom Swider from the PDO Auction, to help defray expenses for the hobby services I'm
running. 1 guess this means ]'ve reversed my stance of not accepting hobby money,
as expressed in Volce of Doom a while back. However, I will still not accept money
from anyone if 1t is not contributed voluntarily (e.g. I will not take money from a
con). The auction is entlrely voluntary, so (with some reservations still) I can
see my way clear tc accepting that money. Also, I've spent over $40 of my own pocket
money on postage and phone calls regarding the Zine Reglster in the past three months
or so. The $15 helped. Thanks to Tom Swider for sending 1it.

Secondly, in case anyone is in doubt, the only ballots which willl be tabulated
in the Runestone Poll wlll be those recelved by me or Pat Conlon.

I have promised Robert Sacks that I would make a public retraction to him
regarding a letter I sent last year to Randolph Smyth. 1In the letter, I predicted
that Sacks would be one of those boycotting the Runestone Poll. I based this
predictlon on Sacks® hlstory of siding agalnst me in various hobby disputes.
However, my predictlon was wrong: Robert did publicize the Runestone Poll in his
Known Came Openings. He has my full retraction, and I thank him for the publicity.
Now if he'd only withdraw his untrue statement that I’ve sent sexually harrassing
letters to the Byrne household...

L
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Bare tacks time. I will now summarize the hard gquestions that I think my attackers
have to answer in light of thelr charges against me. These are not rhetorical
questionss 1 expect them to be answered by the people concerned in the next NFAj or
if a glven questlion 1ls not answered, I want to know why. The hobby has a right to
know the answers to these questions, and I hope my attackers don't make the mistake
of thinking that they'll go away if ignored.

'?'W"‘

To Jim Meinel:

1. Did you ever tell Kathy Byrne, or anyone else, that I have ever written to
your wife? 1If so, please provide Steve Hutton with a copy of a letter from me to
your wife,

2. You have publicly stated that "Now I find myself and my famlly a victim of
this maliclous individual.” Please specify how you and your famlly were victimized
by me.

3. You have stated that Rod Walker, Paul Gardner, and Bill Quinn were opposed to
my running the Runestone Poll., PFlease explain how you knew that these three people
were opposed to my running the Runestone Poll.

4. You have publicly stated that I "1lied to cover up a crime,” referring to some
illegal phone calls I made over a year ago. Please state when I have lied about thils
matter, and to whonm.

5. You have publicly atated, in regard to the serlous charges leveled against me,
that "they are not being answered directly." Please explain why you censored from
your zine two letters in which I attempted to directly answer some of the serilous

charges against me.

To Bob Olsen:

1. You have publicly accused me of a “campalgn of lies in ({(my)) zine." Please
specify examples of lies I have told in my zine,

2. You have publicly stated that my letter to NFA #27/28 was “an intricate
tissue of lles and carefully-phrased dellberate deceptions.” Please specify examples
of lies and carefully-phrased deliberate deceptions in my letter to NFA #27/28.

3. You have publicly accused me of writing "smutty hate letters” teo children,

Do you have a copy of a smutty hate letter from me to a child? If so, please provide
Steve Hutton with a copy. If not, please state how you know of the existence of
such a letter,

. You have publicly accused me of “phone calls charged to ({(Kathy's)) employer's
phone.* Do you have a copy of a phone bill indicating the existence of such calls?
If so, please provide Steve Hutton with a copy. If not, please state how you know of

the existence of such calls.
5. You have publicly stated that I sent Dick Martin a note about Kathy in which

I gloated that "she'll be out of the hobby in two weeks.” Do you have a copy of this
note? If so, please provide Steve Hutton with a copy. If not, please state houw you
know of the existence of such a note.

6. You have publicly stated that "((Linsey's}) career in the hobby was a reign
of terror...but at least it's over to all intents and purposes.” Please specify
which of my past actions constituted a relgn of terror,

7. You have publicly stated that you are involved in "a final struggle to
prevent Linsey and hils apologist ((by which you seem to mean Berch)) frem imposing
a reign of terror on the hobby." Please specify which actlions by me and Mark Berch
constitute attempts to lmpose a relgn of terror on the hobby.

B. You have publicly referred to Mark Berch as having a "track record of
enthuslastlc endorsement of every filthy tactic, every lle Linsey has ever put forth."
Please specify examples of filthy tactics and lies by me, which have been

enthusiastically endorsed by Mark Berch.
9. You have publicly stated that 1 have indulged in "harassment of Bill Quinn

and Jim Meinel." Please speclfy examples of my harassment of Bill Quinn and Jim
Melnel,
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10. You have publicly stated that "I understand that our old pal Linsey, or some
similar lowlife, 1s up to his old tricks again in re Marycon. More off -the-record
garbage, and a sucker st1ll silly enough to honor 1it."™ Flease specify exactly what 1t
is that you are referring to here.

11. You have referred to a letter from Ron Brown (part of which is reprinted in
NFA #29/30, page 18) as "contemptible filth™ and as "ugly and totally irrational.”
Please specify which of Ron Brown's statements in that letter were ugly and totally
irrational, and which statements constituted contemptible filth.

12. You have publicly referred to a page and a half full of my "fantasles about
the Byrnecon gunboat game incident.* Please provide Steve Hutton wlth specific
examples of my fantasles about the Byrnecon gunboat game incident.

To Ed Wrobel:

1. You have printed a letter from Mark Berch describing an inclident in which
Kathy Byrne refused an issue of Berch's gine in the mall, then complained publicly
that she had to find out about its contents from someone else. Do you feel that
Byrne was in the wrong in this matter? If so, please explain your fallure to
criticize her for it (since the toplc was under discusslon in your zine). If not,
please explain what Berch should have done to avoid Kathy's complaint that she had
to learn about the matter from somecne else.

2. You have publicly accused me of "lles about me and my frlends.” Flease
specify examples of lies told by me about you and your friends.

3. You have publicly referred to “"raclst comments* made by Fred Davis. Flease
specify exactly what Davls sald to prompt this accusation. Also, please state whether
you feel that Steve Arnawoodlan's characterieatlon of Voice of Doom as “trash published
by a nigger" is racist,

4. You have publicly accused me of sending “mass mallings viclously attacking
everyone from Melinda Holley to Woody Arnawoodian.” Please specify which mass
mallings of mine contained viclous attacks on Melinda Holley and Woody Arnawoodian,
and give the specific quotes that you conslder to fall into this category.

5. You have publicly stated that I have accused Byrne of “corruptlon as BNC.™
Please state where I accused Byrne of corruption as BNC.

. You have publicly accused me of viclating a truce with Byrne. Please state
where I agreed to a truce with Byrne.

7. You have publlicly stated that Steve Hutton 1s "misgulded.* Please specify
exactly how Steve Hutton is misguided.

8. You printed a letter from Bob Olsen in shich he accused me of "harassment
of Bill Quinn and Jim Meinel.* Do you agree with this accusation? If so, please
specify incidents in which you feel I have harassed Bill Qulnn and Jim Meinel. If
not, please state why you let Olsen's accusatlion go unanswered (slnce the topic was
under discussion 1n your zine).

9. You have publicly accused me of "abusing hobby services for the sake of
seeking revenge and creating controversy."” Please speclfy examples of my abuse of
hobby services for the sake of seeking revenge and creating controversy.

10. You have publicly stated that "Nor did he ((Hlghfleld)) intend to carry out
any of these threats and you {(Bruce}) are well aware of it."” FPlease explain how
you were able to know the thcoughts of both Bill Highfleld and me.

To Terry Tallmani
1. Please explaln why you claimed publicly that "Bruce writes a check...made
out to Bill*s dad's store" (and offered "a copy to those who care") when in fact,

the check was made out to Blll perscnally.
2. You have claimed publicly that *In the Masters affalr it's reported that

the FBI did in fact contact his employer.” Please state who reported this,
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3. You have claimed publicly that "Brux...wrote to Bill Highfleld's ROTC
compander and filed a complaint about Bill's activities in the postal hobby but
most specifically in his szine.* Do you have a copy of this letter? If so, please
provide Steve Hutton with a copy. If not, please state how you know about it.

4. You have claimed publicly that *"in a letter to Bill and his dad ({Bruce))
tells them that they don't dare sue because there 1s no proof that Bruce ever asked
Bl1ll to make such calls.” Do you have a copy of thils letter? If sc, please provide
Steve Hutton wlth a copy. If not, please state how you know of 1lts existence.

5. You have claimed publicly that "Bruce has refused to return the article to
{(Melinda))." Please state which article you are referring to, and how you know of
this xrefusal.

6. You have lmplled sirongly that I have "used a front to solicit an article
from a hobby member who wouldn't have sent me one otherwise,”™ and that "an article
was obtailned ((by me)) through deceit and the misuse of another hobby member's
reputation.” Please speclfy one instance in which I have done thls, and state how
you know of this decelt,

7. You have publicly referred to my "attempts to discredit the past BNC and the
current one {(Byrne, at the time)) over an Arregular game.” Flease state where I
have disagreed with any BNC before Byrne over an irregular game,

B. You have publicly stated that the 1984 Miller Award was "invalidated by the
committee although they haven't admitted it yet. They removed the name of Blll
Quinn,..using the argument that he hasn't done enough for the hobby... Word has it
that Larry Peery and Brucle removed Blll's name from consideration.” Please identlfy
the source of the charge that Larry Peery and 1 removed Blll's name from consideratlon,
and please state how you know that thls was done using the argument that he hasn't
done enough for the hobby. Also, please specify how the 1584 Miller Award was
invalldated by the nominations commlttee.

9. . You have publiicly stated that "Brucie had Bill call me, but had a front
((Gary Coughlan)) get Bill to call.™ In 1ight of both Cary's statement and my own
that it was Gary's ldea to ask Bill to call you, please explain how you concluded
that I had had Bill c¢all you.

10. You have publicly stated that "Bruce has admitted in phone conversations to
me, Mark Berch, and others"” that I filed a formal complaint about Jack Masters with
the State Police. In light of both Mark Berch's statement and my own that I admitted
no such thing (malnly because 1t never occurred), please explain how you concluded
that I told this to Mark.

11. You have publicly implied that I have "approached the children of someone
1'm openly feuding with* and that I did something that was "destroying...the respect
of a child for her parent.” Please specify examples of situations in which I have
approached the children of someone I'm openly feuding with, and in which I destroyed
the respect of a child for her parent.

To John Carusot

1. You have accused Ron {Canada) Brown of making “irratlional, wild public
statements,” Flease provide examples of lrrational, wild public statements made by
Ron Brown.

2. You have publicly stated that I printed in my zine a story of a game where 1
got Anto a draw wilth one center, and "took the board down before the GMs could come
over and ‘approve® it." Please specify the 1ssue and page number on which I printed
this.

3. You have publicly stated that "Gary has printed grossly lnaccurate, or totally
false statements in his zine." Please provlide examples of grossly lnacecurate or
totally false statements from Europa Express.

4. You have publicly stated that "Linsey may be taking Dick to small claims
court.” Please state where I indicated the posslbility of taking Dick Martin to

small claims court.
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5. You have publicly stated that I offered proof of my charge that Kathy
threatened to declare my games irregular, and that I was then unable to provide
thls proof. Please state where 1 offered proof of this charge.

6. You have publicly accused Roy Henricks of "vindictlve spltefulness” because
he accepted my asslstance with the Zine Register. Flease state exactly why Roy's
acceptance of my help constitutes vindictive spitefulness,.

7. You have publicly accused Mark Berch and me of belng “two dishonest people™.
Please specify examples of dilshonest hobby behsvior by me and Mark Berch.

8. You have publlcly accused me of “changing ((my)) stories.” Please specify
an example of an incident about which I have changed my story.

To Steve Langleys

1. You have publicly accused Mark Berch of 1libeling Bill Highfleld. Pleass
specify one falsehcod printed by Mark Berch about Billl Highfleld.

2. You have publicly stated that Mark Berch was asked to talk with me as a
friend but instead turned around and called the person who approached him a liar.
Please state a) the name of the person who approached Berchj b) the naturs of the
matter he was asked to discuss with me; and c) the name of your source for this

story.

3. You have publicly stated that “"Bruce explicitly asked that Bill not be told
about VD #98." Please state where I explicitly asked that Bill not be told about
VD #98.

T 4, You have publicly stated that *I think there 1s sufficient documentation

to support the 'love trlangle' scenario,” later adding "I refer you to VD, TMP,
TMoBR and Anduln of 1983/84.* Please specify the lssues and page nupbers cf these
zines in which sufficlent documentation appeared to support your claims that a) a
love triangle existed; and b) 1t was my motivatlon for writing to Highfleld's
commandling officer.

5. You have publlicly stated that you "know" that I wrote a pre-1984 letter to
Highfield's commanding officer about the right-wing content of TMP. Do you have a
copy of such a letter? If so, please provide Steve Hutton with a copy. If not,
please state how you know of the exlistence of such a letter.

6. You have publicly stated that my story of the phone call to Melinda Holley
is "demonstrably false.” Please demonstrate that it is false.

7. You have had published an article whose apparent purpose was to undermine
confidence in the Runestone Poll. Do you have evidence that the Runestone Poll will
be run improperly? If so, please provide it to Steve Hutton. If not, please state
why you would write such an article for publicatlon,

B. You published a derogatory story about Mark Berch, admitting that “I don't
know the detalls.* You printed a serious charge about me, but not my denial because
*it slipped my mind.” You published a story about events surrounding my letter to
Highfield's commanding officer, but when 1t was brought to your attention that your
story contained several falsehoods, you sald, "So? In fact, most of the detalls
were false.” Do you feel that you have acted responsibly in your public discussions

of these events? If so, please explaln why it 1s responsible to print damaging charges
when you cannot provide specifics, or when those you do provide are mostly ficticlous.

If not, please explain why you have not published retractions of these charges.

9. You have publicly stated that you were justifled 1in speculating about my love
1ife in print because *((Bruce)) set the process in motlon." Please explain how I
set in motlon the process of your speculation about my love life in print.

To Dick Martina
1. You have called Gary Coughlan a “dishonest GM" in print. Please specify an
example of dishonest GMing by Gary Coughlan.
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2. You have clalmed that Alex Lord referred to me in writing as a “child molestor".
Please provide Steve Hutton wlith a copy of a letter from Alex Lord which refers to me
as a child molestor,

3. You have twice indicated that I am (or might be) a “child molestor*. Please
explain how you can reasonably Jjustify your charge that I am (or might be) a chilld
molestor.

4. You have claimed that "if I remember correctly, XKathy only produced the
((Alex)) letter after Linsey claimed that there was no such letter!™ Do you still
think that your memory 1s accurate regarding this matter? If so, pleace state where
I claimed that there was no such letter.

5. Do you regard Kathy Byrne as honest? If so, please explain how you reconclle
this opinicn with the incidents described in the eighth paragraph of my response to
you {(the one which opens with *"Kathy claimed that Mark Berch had accused her of
rigging the 1980 Zine Poll..."). If not, please explain why you continue to support
her,
6. Did you ever tell Bob Olsen, or anyone else, that I sent you a note about
Kathy gloating that "she'll be out of the hobby in two weeks"? If so, please provide
Steve Hutton with a copy of this note.

7. You have publicly accused me of sending you "lles"”, Please specify examples

.of lles which I have sent you.

To John PBoardmani

1. Do you belleve that it is wrong for someone to fake (or, Af you prefer,
~forge™) a Diplomacy zine? If you do, please explaln why you support Kathy Byrne,
who has faked several zines, If you don't, please explaln why you condemn me for
faking several zines,

2. Do you belleve that it is wrong for someone to use an alias 1in the hobby?

If you do, please explaln why you used the allas “Eric Blake®” to help yourself win
a postal Diplomacy game. If you don't, please explain why you condemn me for having
invented a fake persona (not for the purpose of entering a game) in the past.

3. Flease explain how the fact that my behavior toward Kathy Byrne has been less
than perfect justifies the theft of my Graustark subscription money.

« I have already apologiged to Byrne for the "drinking letter”. Please specify
what other apologies I must make before you willl relnstate my Graustark subscrlption.
5. You have publicly stated that “over the past 15 years...Jjust about every
ma jor problem in postal Diplomacy started because someone paid attention to something
that Rod Walker sald.” Please speclfy examples of major problems in Diplomacy over
the past 15 years that started because someone pald attention to something that Rod

Walker said.

To Tom Hursts

1. You bhave accused me of sending "vulgar, obscene filth" to Kathy Byrne's
children. Do you have a copy of such material sent from me to Kathy Byrne's
children? If so, please provide Steve Hutton with a copy. If not, please explain

how you know of its exlstence.
2. You have stated that *I have heard how Lindsay and Walker have accused

({Byrne)) of taking bribes as BNC."” Please identify the scurce of this informatlon.

To Ben Schilling.

1. You have publicly stated that the North Amerlcan Diplomacy hobby 1ls "about
B5% agalnst.,.Bruce Linsey.” PFPlease provide Steve Hutton with a 1ist of about 850

people who are agalilnst Bruce Linsey.
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To Kelth Sherwood:

1, You have publicly stated that we “Can't have Linsey getting a hold of all
the hobby services, after all.” Since I run only two hobby services and have never
attempted to assume any others, please explain why you would imply that T am trying
to get a hold of all the hobby services.

2. You have publicly stated that I "have done a lot of bad things™ for the
hobby. Please specify a lot of bad things that 1 have done for the hobby.

3. You have publicly stated that you wlll not allow me to subscribe to your 2lne,
giving as one of your reasons that “I want to feel free to relate whatever lass-than-~
totally-legal or off-color incidents to my readers for our mutual enjoyment without
concerning myself with the results should my remarks be mlisrepresented to my family,
the US government, a public utl]lity, my bank, my employer, mYy landlord, or my clergy.
Please explain why you would imply that, if allowed to subscribe, I would be likely
to indulge in thls sort of misrepresentatlon.

To Melinda Holley:

1. You have publicly discussed the contents of an off-the-record letter I sent
you. Please state your compelling reasons for having done this,

2. You have publicly condemned me for failling to prove an unprovable charge
(1.e. that Byrne made a threat over the phone), yet you have not criticlized Byrne
for her fallure to prove a provable charge (i.e. that I sent her daughter a “sick
letter"). Please explain why you have not criticized Byrne for her fallure to prove
a provable charge (since the topic was under discussion in your mass mailing).

3. Did you ever tell Terry Tallman, or anyone else, that I have ever solicitea
an article from you using an alias? If so, please state how you discovered that I

did this.

To Kathy Byrne:

1. You have stated that Mark Berch accused you of rigging the 1980 Zine Poll.
Please state where Mark Berch made thls accusation.

' 2. You have publicly stated that Mark Berch opposed your placement of the games
orphaned by Overby. Please state where Mark Berch expressed this oppositlion.

3. You have publicly stated that Mark Berch expressed opposition to Lee Kendter
becoming the MNC. Please state where Mark Berch expressed thls opposition.

4. You have publicly stated, in reference to Steve Arnawcodian®s letter in
Volce of Doom #68, that "Woody wrote that letter whille at my house...& I know for a
fact that he clearly marked it *Not For Primt'’.”" Please reconclle this statement
with the fact that the letter, which I have, 1s not marked "Not For Print".

5. You have publicly siated that "1f anyone writes me and says that they want a
sample because they read about my zine in the ZR, they are golng to be told, that I
don't have a zlne, and the gzine register 1s a farce packed with lles!" Please
explain why you would tell someone that you don't have a zine. Also, please specify
examples of lies which are golng to appear in the Zine Reglster, or state how you
know of the exlstence of such lles.

6. You have publicly stated that I sent a "sick letter” to your daughter
Francine. 1Is my account of events (as published in NFA #29/30) accurate, including
the reconstruction of my letter to your twins? If so, please state what you found
objectionable about this letter. If not, please specify the lnaccuracles, and state
what objectlonable material did appear in thils letter.

7. You have publicly stated, in regard to your charge that I wrote a "sick
letter” to Francine, that "I can prove what I am saylng. And that proof is
avallable to anyone."” Please explaln why the proof has not been made avallable
elther to Mark Berch or Steve Hutton.

8. You have publicly stated that you have at least flve wltnesses to the fact
that I sent a "slck letter" to Francine. Please identify filve witnesses, and provide
Steve Hutton with thelr descriptions of thls letter.
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9. You have accused me of wrliting to Jim Melnel*s wife. Do you have a copy of
a letter from me to Jim Meinel's wife? 1If so, please provide Steve Hutton with a
copy of this letter. If not, please state how you know of the letter’'s exlstence.

10. You have sent Alex lLord's letter of 8/17/83 to a large number of hobbylsts
despite her explicit request that you not do so. In addition, you took out this
letter and offered to pass it around at Thanksgiving ByrneCon, 1983, after I had
stabbed you in a Gunboat game; and you brought this letter to Atlanticon 1984, and
showed it to people there. Flease explain why you did all this,

11. You have publicly stated that I have trlied to ruln the Boardman Numbers with
*hatred and lies". FPlease specify examples of hatred and lles with which I have
attempted to ruin the Boardman Numbers. Also, please explaln why you used your
position as a hobby custodlan against me, since this attack appeared in a hobby
service publication.

12. Please state your reasons for refusing to allow an arbltrator to help us
resolve the issues of this feud.

13. You have publicly referred to me as a "Jjackass™, a "sewer mouth", and a
*shit head”. Please specify which actlons of mine provoked these descriptions from
you..
14, You have publicly claimed that I sent you a letter promlsing toc "have me
attacked in every zine in America.™ Please provlide Steve Hutton with a copy of
this letter. .

15. You have publicly stated that "With a little luck a certain person I know
will be persuaded to run a counter poll ({to the Runestone Poll)). One that
ethical and honest people can vote in."” The clear implication is that ethical and
honest people cannot vote in the Runestone Poll. Please state your reasons for
implying to your readers that ethical and honest pecple cannot vote in the Runestone
Poll.

16. Did you ever tell Bob Olsen, or anyone else, that I have ever charged
calls to your employer's phone? If so, please provide Steve Hutton wlth a copy of
a phone bill indicating the existence of such calls.,

17. You have publicly stated that when John Caruso asked for detalls regarding
Bob Arnett’s dishonesty, "none were avallable”, Please reconcile this statement
with the fact that I published an article in Voilce of Doom #45 detalling why 1
consldered Arnett to be dishonest,

e,

NOW LISTEN UP, BYRNE:1 1 WANT THE ABOVE QUESTIONS ANSWERED, NOT IGNORED OR
EVAIED. YOU DAMN WELL OWE US ALlL SOME ANSWERS.

To Anyone in the Hobby:

1. Has anyone out there actually seen a copy of any of the six letters whose
existence I deny? (A 1list of these letters appears following my response to Steve
Langley.) If anyone in the hobby has actually seen such a letter, please provide
Steve Hutton with specifics regarding when you saw 1t and what it sald.

2. Does anyone out there stilll feel that I should agree to a truce with my
attackers while libalous charges about me are still on the record? If so, please
specify reasons why I should have to operate 1n the hobby under the cloud of these
charges.

3. Does anyone out there have any evldence that I wlll not handle the Runestone
Poll or Supernova in a competent, honest manner? If so, please provide Steve Hutton
with this evidence.

L. Does anyone out there have proof that I have ever acted dishonestly within
the hobby? If so, please provide thls proof to Steve Hutton,
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To Steve Hutton:

1. Needless to say, I have attempted to ask only fair and reasonable questions.
Is there any question on the list of 97 above that you feel is unfair {e.g. because
I ask someone to prove the unprovable, or because I premise the question on a
misrepresented position)? Assuming that my attackers have been truthful in all of
thelr charges against me, is there any question on the 1ist that the hobby cannot
reasonably expect to see answered? If so, please specify which questlons are unfalir
or unreasonablej and (at least for now) I hereby withdraw theam.

To close thls letter on a somewhat more enjoyable mote, I'd like to share with
you NFA readers a recent letter I recelved requesting a copy of Supernova. The
names of the zine and publisher have been changed to protect this poor, 1innocent
novicej but the rest 1s verbatim:

Dean Bauce:
Oh pfease send me the Novice Package catfed Supernova. T am fust stanting in a

game up here called XXX .in No Fixed Addness, whi{Th 18 a game magazine and the runnen
of it, Steve Hutton who you wouldn'2 know because he is §rom Watenfoo, suggested 1
send 31 to you and gedt tﬁi&.

And 1 need the hefp bad, because 1'm Austrnia, and Italy and Russia both stabbed
me, and Turkey doesn't Like me. Abso Ttaly told me that France was sending around
Lettens Lying to say that he is me.

vou may have guessed that 1 am a novice.

Thanks . Oupe}m_zte,ty,

.- ™ W W W w

-— wm ww wm

I once stated in Volce of Doom that I enjoy helping novices enter the hobby
because they remind me of squirmy little puppies. Need I say more?
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({(What can 1 say7?}))

({1 think you have the right to defend yourself or to net defend vyourself
as you see fit.))}

{(Not all of these examples are equally strong. One of the strongest 1is
Caruso’s accusation that Roy Henricks was guitty of “"vindictive spitefulness™
for accepting your help with the Iine Register. The "logic” behind this charge

is wunfathomable. You should have mentioned that James Wall s Pplitesse
subscription was cut only because Ed Wrobel was cutting everyone’'s subscription
{or virtually evervone 's). James interpreted this as an attack on him when, in
fact, it wasn't. Also, Ed did not call Fred Davis a racist just because Fred
has stuck uvp for vyou. Fred hac made derogatory remarks about blacks and
Hispanics in the past in Bushwacker.))

t{There are three obvious ways for the feud to go: (a} it can just
cantinue; {b) both sides can shut up; (c} both sides can agree to arbitration.
I won't condemn you for refusing (b) any more than I would condemn ¥athy {or

refusing f{(c). If you want to keep going until you get retractions, that s vyour
right.

I would like to point cut, though, that if your goal is to convince
everygne that kKathy is dishonest, you will never achieve vour goal. You might
do better to pick a goal you can attain. Are you really willing to continue

this feud for, say, five to ten vears if necessary?})

EFGH (1 have nothing to add to these four sections.))

/
J

({1 hope Qitk and Kathy will respond to this section'}}

({I'd like to hear Terry's response to this. Unless he has an awfully good
explanation {(and I can't think offhand of anything that would do) I'l1 conelude
that Terry is dishonest. 1'm very reluctant to accuse somecne of deliberately
lying, but the evidence does seem to be piling up pretty high against Terrvy.

1 hope you feel better after writing the last paragraph 1n this section.
I¥f vyou need to get rid of pent-up emotions, on the wheole 1°'d rather you did it
by hitting a punching bag than by writing a paragraph of insults for NFA.)?}

({1'd 1like to hear Jim s response to this section. I think vyour case
against him is much weaker than against some gpthers. Jim's letter to Randolph
wasn't necessarily deliberately dishonest.)}

({I don't think Steve Langley is much of a journalist. {(Perhaps he went to
the same journalise school as Terry Tallman...} Any ethical journalist would be
disturbed by the fact that he'd printed something in which “most of the details
were false”, Unless all of the details are true, he shouldn’'t print tt,.}?

(ff 4ind it hard to believe that you wrote these letters that can't bhe
produced. [ even ane of these letters could he shown to exist, vou would be
proven dichonest. If we assume that scme or all of these letters erxist, we must
conclude that ypu re a reckless gambler (betting that no one would have kept a
topy of any of these letterc) and that you have been extraordinarily lucky.})}

fifan you list the 850 hobbyists who are neutral” For what 1t s worth, I
think youw ' re clepser to being right than Ben 1s.1}!)
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(i{dne of McECarthy = favourite tactics was "guilt by association”. I'm
curious which si1de o+ the current feud Bob thinks uses this tactic.})

{{ln Canada, nobody bbothers ta publish a list of who voted, but the
information 1s avaitlable. Scrutineers for any candidate can, at any time in the
voting, see who has voted so far. One of the purposes of this is to prevent
fraud. In practice, candidates have lists of people whose support they think
they can count on. 1f such a person hasn't voted yet, he may be called up and
encouraged to vote, perhaps even with a ride to the polling station offered.

When | last talked to Bruce, the number of votes received by Conlon was up
to 9.

This whole fuss about voters being listed could have been avoided if you
had given your reason when you announced the change. You knew, or ought to have
tnown, that some people would raise a stink about any change you made to the
poll procedure without explanation. Given that you're a very controversial
nerson, you have a special obligation to keep that controversy #rom spilling
over onto the Runestone Foll. When Eathy was BNC, she took steps to keep people
from questioning her difficult decisions based on feuds. You should be doing
the came with the Funecstone Foll.))

(QFQS {{l have noething to say about these three sections.})}
ti] tiope FkKeith will respond to this section. I don't think he aeant to
serinusliv tmply that you were trying tc take over all the hobby’'s services. I
read that statement as a joke. His other statements, though, seem to have been

meant ceriousliv. )}

fi{pnyone who agrees to arbitration takes the risk that the arbitrator aight
make the wrono decision. This is less of a risk with someone like Daug
Eeverlein doing the arbitration, but it's still a risk. 14 someone doesn’t want
to tale that rist, that's his or her right.

1 don't see that it really matters what Kathy’'s reason was for vrefusing
arbirtration. 1f you want to ask, purely out of curiousity and with no hint of a
stigma, wh she didn’'t agree to arbitration, that's fine. I+ Kathy answers,
aannd; 1¥ she doesn’'t, that's 0K too.)!)

i{The enly question that I consider unfair is your {first question to Keith
Sherwood. [ thinkt it's hased on an incorrect premise -- that Keith wanted to
zerrously tmply that you were trying to monopoiize hobby services.

Your first gquestion to Caruseo is fair, but he has already answered it (in a
letter elsewhere this issue of NFA).

fuesticon 17 to trathy Byrne is fair, but | don't think she’'s under any
obligation to answer 1t.

With the sxception of these three gquestions, I think all of these questions

deserve ancwerc. 1 hope that those who were asked guestions will send me their
ncwars, I+ they also have guestions for Bruce, I'm quite willing to print
thece guestions, ! intend to beep track of what guestions people on each side

havs reinsed to answer and what reasons, 14 any, they have given for not
snewering. )}
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Next

Double Dactyls

of this issue s double dactyls are by Alan Stewart or Brucre Linsey.

Stewart s:

Higgledy pigoliedy,

Steve "X-Wing" Hutton finds .
This constant feuding so
Childish and bad.

Deigning to comment, so
Hyperdidactically

Only when seeing there’'s

Fun tc ke had.

Higgledy piggledy,

Fol 5i Fie's publisher
Needed a pollster to
Take aver fast.

Showed his rigidity,
Insensitivity,

0id it the way it was
Done in the past.

is Bruce Linsey tand, yes, 1 did

Higgledy piggledy,

Hutton suggested our

Fepuds be conducted to

Foetic beat.

I ask my foes to feud
Doublly-dactylly

They il find I'm practically
Hell to defeat.

Hobbery robbery,

0l1d Doktor Poardman did
Take away Bruce Linsey's
Iscsues of Brau
Antirefundably,

Just because Kathy Byrne
Started a row.

Higgledy piggledy,

Martin can dish it oput,
Let 's see him take it, the
Boisterous prick.

Could all this libelous
Child-molestation-talk
Tell us of ypur private
Fantasies, Dick”™

Higaledy piggledy,

Big Terry Tallman’'s the
fFountain of Truth of the
World, so he thinks.
Filling his zine with this
Misinformational

Crap is his styie. but now
I say it stinbse!

Higgledy piggledy,

Mister L. Feery came

Up with a plan to melt
Feuding away.

"Let 's think realistically,
Capitalistically,

Feud Tax will end it all
This very dav'"

Higgledy piggledy,

XL s Bruce Mclintyre

Took a stand, letting chips
Fall where they may.

Then became rational,
Nonconfrontational,

Took it back, finding that
Hell was to pay.

ask for it):

Cursify versify,

1 urge my {foes to try

Foetic teuding -- come,

Send in a batch.

They'd have no trouble where
Dactyls are doublie, their
Incomprehensible

Standards sure match.

Higgledy pigoledy,

Little Melinda had

Just started publishing
Her Dippy ‘zine.

"Long came old Brucie who
Unchauvanistically
Grabbed her control away
Ain t that a scream.

Higgledy pioggledy,

Foor Robert Olsen writes
Multiple letters of

Hatred and lies.

Doesn’'t he know that his
Irrationality

Makes him look bad in most
Hobbyists ' eyes?

Higgledy piagledy,

New double dactyl ruies
Make me depressed.

Yoo zealoucsly enforced
Over-restrictiveness
Leaves creativity

Far tco repressed.

o7

First,
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abe letters Xp3

Luc Dodinval (Luc 1ives in Belgiua , and publishes the French-language

"zine Mach d:c¢ Spuri'.})r First, I'd like to tell you how much [ admire vyour
‘Tine. How do you manage jt? It s always a (g9good) surprise top me when 1
receive NFA to see how good it it. {1 wish [ had more time to read it at once,
and to make MdS! better and bigqger. Actually, 1 have lots of ideas but 1 lack
the time to implement them, mainly because I 'a not a “one-hobby person®. This
does not suggest you're one, of course, By the way, can you actually read
French? ({Un peu.)!

Abeout the special section (p. 45-54} of issue 29730, 1 have some comasents:
that you are gay is not i1eportant to me, 1i1.e. it doesn’'t change anything in our
relations. You're a damn good pubber, and that's it. Actually, I'ms even glad
to know, as I always like to know who I'm corresponding with. I've tried to
meet as many Eurocpean publishers as I was able to {and of course it’'s not aver
vet...). Let me tell you anyway that I enjoyed this section.

On p. 46, I found a comment particularly true, whatever your preferate sex
153 it is the comment about the existence of two groups of people. The whole
paragraph is true, word by word, for my own experience.

By the way, it seems to me the qualificative "straight" weans something
elze than "without curves®. What does it mean, please?

{{“Stratght”" is slang for heterocsexual. Just think, you say have been
straight all your 1life and not even known it...))

About gay people, we have some strange laws here in Belgium. [ discovered
them when I bought the Pronski Beat LP titled "The Aage aof Consent”. i1
photocopy the inner sleeve for you,. It should be included with this letter.
Hope 1t 11 be readable.

€(It was! In North America, the album was released withgut the ages of

consent on the inner cover, I plan to bring back from England a few copies
of "Age of Consent” as souvenirs.))

As It appears from an outlooker 's point of view, homosexuality is not vyet
well -perceived in Belgium, and gay people are very discreet. Actually, they are
sti1ll pretty much laughed at, Or would be laughed at, as 1 don’'t knaow any gay
people. Well, perhaps 1 know gay people, but I don't know they're gay. Do you
see what I mean; it 's not easy to explain subtle distinctions in a +{oreign
language...

¢{(I think 1| understand what you're saying. 1t sounds like things
aren’'t very different in Belgium and Canada.))}

I heard that you were coming to Europe this summer. Is 1t true? ¥Yes, so
den't forget to come in Belgium and visit wus. Food and lodging #free, of course,
you are our guest! Just let me know when vyou'd be arocund...

{{it nrow loobts like Mark Luedi and I will be visiting Luc for a few
davs starting August 1.1))
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ROd Walker ({This 1is what remains after editing of a massive letter
from FRod.l} ...Most of this letter should be ctonsidered a personal letter,
which means that it is not a Lo ((letter of comment)) per se. On the other
hand, I will only indicate NOT FOR PRINT at a few points, leaving you the choice
elsewhere and trusting your common sense.

««.With respect tao Sacks, I believe it 's best to leave that as just setting
the record straight. I+ he had not decided to poach on DW's territory, it would
not have been necessary for me to create a bhargairing chip by poaching on his.
However, we have to offer some game opening list +for variants (the North
American VYariant Bank and DW are both committed to that), and since I won't use
his as 1leng as poaching continues, I have to have one of my own. As to his
first name, I can only suggest that one man’'s "rude® is another man's “twit".
fhere is no objective or factual way to settle a difference of subjective

opinion. Besides, even rudeness, if it comes down to that, has a place in
society. As an admirer of Oscar Wilde tas am 1), vyou shoultd easily understand
that.

({Hmm...1I have the choice between calling you "Rod" and “Shit Head".
There’'s no objective or factual way for me to choose between them. ! wonder
which I should choose...

Rudeness may well have its place, but that place is not NFA's letter
calumn. E€all him "Robert", please.}}

Speaking bof Wilde, did you know that The Ieportance of Being Earnest was

made into an opera by Castelnuevo-Tedesco? it had its world premiere here in
San Diego, 1in fact. I went to one performance, and am now going over to a
friend's for a screening of the video tape later on (the performance was a
couple of years ago, though). It was virtually (if neot actually) E-T's last
work before his death.

...1'm glad vyou like double-dactyls. 1f you are that fond of them, 1
recoamend, first, the essay on them in Clifton Fadiman's essay collection, Apny
Number Can Play; and second, the bock on the subject by Hecht % Hollander. Both
are out of print. The latter, in paperback, is easily obtainable in used stores
{or I can send you a xerox, although the whole book is well worth having). The
former, in hardback, is difficult to obtain; 1 have yet to find a copy.

««.The double-dactyl is rather a hard verse form to write. You would ©be
surprised at how many people simply can’'t get the rhythm correct. We are faced,
as Jud Jerome has noted in his latest book, On Being A FPoet, with 2-3
generations of people who, for the most part, were never trained to develop an
ear for poetry and therefore are deaf to rhythms and cadences (this includes a
good many alleged "poets™). There is a short form which is currently popular,
the ginguain, which reguires iambic rhythm. About hal4 pf those 1 ve seen (both
in print and in ms.) are in fact trochaic! {An iamb is da-DAH: a trochee is
DAH-da.} It is pbvious that the writer knows the poem is supposed to be iambic,
and simply can’'t hear the beats. I conduct & poetrv workshop weekly here, and
run acroess this problem constantly, even with people who show a good "natural”
ear for cadencing. Some of my peeple are also in other workshops, conducted by
a gal who not only has no ear for rhythm but actually rejects it as an element
in poetry. We will avoid going inteo my standard lecture on the history and
function of poetry. However, this is a subject I have no compunctione about
discussing endlessly, as oppased to gquestions that currently take up se much
zpace (my own crap included) in your ‘zine.
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til've bad similar problems editing material for plays we did on

Campus. I could get people te accept rules like “don't leave 10 characters
ocn stage with nething te do” and “don't say it in 20 words if you could say
it 1n 3", but I never tould convince some of thea of the iasportance of
rhythm, It's amazing how many pecple, who apparently have English as a
native language, write dialogue that reads like a bad translation from
Sanskrit, People understand that the French language and the Italian

language have natural rhythasy they don't see that it°'s the same for
English.)}

Well, now we get to the "green pages” {({as they were known to the colour

blind, the “blue pages" to everyone else)). That was a bit of news, and no
mistalbe! I was surprised (but of course in a pleasant way) to learn that you're
a brother. ({1f§ this means that we're related, I may reconsider. Yes, girls

are starting to look better and better...})}) ...1 read that entire section with
great interest.

Your reply to John Fack was masterful. The point about pheromunes is an
excellent one. The evidence is that this happened by stages. Stephen Jay Gould
has a superb essay on the subject in one of his books, although I can't lay ay
hands on 1t right now. The question of the abandonment of “"mating periods® is
central to the guestion of what makes us human. We still, of course, have
periodie fertility, Just as other animals, though. It's amusing to note that
homose:uval behaviour is quite cosmmon amang other animals, though, Robert
Ardrey, in The Yerritorial Imperative, notes several instances in which males
which are unsuccessful in garnering female mates will adopt homosexual wodes,
including instances of “going in drag* (that is, imitating female behaviour in
order to attract other msales). In tact, pheromones do not solely stimulate
hetercsezual behaviour. Among dogs, for instance, there are all sorts of sexual
behaviour among females if one of thes is in heat (including a lot of imitation
cf male behaviour), Male dogs who are together in the vicinity of a female in
heat will be sexually attracted to each other if they are unable to get to the
female. In fact, if you want to use animal behaviour as a standard, then
homesexuality 1s a commen and natural mode of behaviour. In fact, it is so
cemmon among  humans (10-15% of the population) that it is now thought to be
genetically determined in most cases (there are, as you no doubt know, cases of
neurntic homosexual behaviour among straights and cases of neurotic heterosexual

behaviour by peaople who are in fact gay). It is also thought that a huge
percentage of the population is actually biserual, but suppress part of that
{ugually the homosexual sidel. (On the question of bisexuality, I1'1l give my
definittion of a Marine: samething that often enjoys getting buttfucked, but
won't kiss because "that's queer™.) {And the incidence of overtly bisexual
behaviour among Mexicans is absolutely astounding.) {And fun.)

{tRegarding the incidence of bisexuality, a lot depends on what vyou

mean by that term. if you mean anvone who sometimes feels some sexual
attractian to some men and sometimes feels some sexual attraction to some
wOomen, then bisexuality i1s extremely common. If you mean anyane who 15

abput equally attracted to men and women, bisexuality is pretty rare.

I've been learning a fair bit lately, from you and others, about the
se:n lives of antmals. I knew that some animals occasicnally perforesed
male/male or female/female acts, but I'd only heard of this in cases of some
e:treme strecs {e.qg. lack of members of the opposite sex). The amimals in
question weren’'t homosexuals, but heterosexuals trying to make the best of a
bad situation. Are there any known casec of non-humans choosing mate/male
ar female/female relationships when they weren ¢t under duress?)}
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-..0ne comment on your murder mystervy: 04 ctourse, the Canadian clues would
be (as [ said in my letter) difficult for those of us spouth of the border to

pick up. "safa” is not a very common term here in California, either...except
in “"sofabed"; it's much more often "couch". The spelling of "tathy" 1isn’t
really much of a clue, either. It had to be spelled one way or another in the

note, and how that is done depends on how one normally spells it, Virtually all
the "Katherine"s I've known spelled it with a K, so I find "Cathy" appears to me
to be a secondary spelling. {l used to date a EKatherine and my brother-in-law
married a Kathryn, and so on. I often address Cathy Cunning as kathy if I don't
think about it first. But in all, ! thought vou did a fine job with it.

({I'm glad you liked it. I remember reading an article on the guy who
wrote the Encyclopedia Brown series of books. He said that as he went
through life, he noted turious facts (e.g. bulls are coleur blind} and then
wrote mysteries around them. I have a touple of curipus facts just waiting

for a story to appear in.})

I think that is probably all we need to do at this time. Thanks {or
letting me impose on your attention so long (if indeed you did wade through all
this). ({1 did, but I didn't ast my readers to do the same.)) I heope we can
get off the political/economic trivia and have more discussion of important
things (such as: is John Pack worth making an effort to seduce?t...

{{My own opinion is “no" (see NFA 29/32, bottom of page 45), but John
has the right to reply if he thinks he is worth such an effort.

Since we both wanted to end the discussion of what you call "political
feconomic trivia®, I did both of us a favour by not printing vour comments
on the subject in this letter.

From what I've seen, we seem teo disagree on just about every possible
subject. 1 hope that in the future we find subjects on which we'd have more
fun disagreeing!))

Don Del Grande _ ,, things in NFA 29/30 made me sit up and take

notice: no, 1t wasn t the feuding -~ I'm too used to that by now. First off,
1'm surprised that so many publishers are actually supporting THE LIFERS. {But
how many people will actually vote?) Second, Bruce Mclntyre's idea for a “ChO
Championship Game”. I can immediately see a few details that need to be ironed
out: (a) what happens in the case of a draw; (b} who makes the decision as to
which seven play: {c! the big decision -- who decides who plays which country?
(Don’'t go and say "all countries are altike; the game is balanced", since this
obviously isn't true’ In 2-player games, it s possible for each player tao play
both sides in a decent amount of time; with Diplomacy, having 7 players play all
combinations of the 7 tountries against each other takes 5040 games')

{(The easiest answer tog (c) is to let peaople submit preference lists as
in any other game, Maybe comeone wants ftalvy. 1f not, preference lists
give each player a fair shot at his favourite countrvy.})
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Steve Langley ((this letter was submitted along with the Terrible

Moment = :n Spoarg article that appeared last issue.)) An incredible work, NFA
294340, Compelling reading, too. i'm enclosing a terrible moment in sport
qgleaned from my childhood. There were many suth: the time 1 was supposed to

prteh and couldn't get the ball to home without a bounce or a high arc throw,
the time I hit into a triple play {(one of the few times 1 actually hit the
ball?, the time I went down swinging on three balls that were so far over ay
head the catcher had to leap {for them, but my almost momeent of gleoery was the
worcst and sp that s the one | decided to share with you.

I especrally enjoyed vyour coloured pages. Oscar Wilde was truly an
ari1ginal and should be wused only as an erxample of originality. Sexual
preterence has little to do with wit or talent, despite some widely accepted
stereotypes {(the gay artist, the straight bltue collar, et al}. Your point was
well made and the gay jokes Jjust as delightfully crude as the others.

Whoever concluded that animals do not masturbate has spent too little time
at the monkey house in the zoo and has never been embarrassed by a dog huaping
on his leqg. Animals are just as natural as humans in many ways.

{i{Sitnce printing the bit about animals not masturbating, l've been
overwhelmed with such stories. I guess | was wrong.})

Humans don't have pheromones? I thought it was that the human feaale
constantly produced her “musk’, not that she produced none at all. 0f course,
the net effect of either condition is that of continuous mating which is natural
tc humans. dre humans the only animal in such a state? 1 must admit ignorance
here. I had thought that there must bhe others who evolved that particular
trait. Chickens! Ah, we are not alone.

i{hkegarding chickens, 1 asked around a bit and couldn’'t find an expert
opinion. (0r., the only people I asked were my parents, but Mom grew up on a
farm.} Chickens may mate all the time, but that may be because they are
fertile all the time. They certainly seem to be fertile a higher percentage
cf the time than humans.

IT'm pretty sure there are other animals that don't use pheromones, but
i thin¥ all or most of them have some other way of keeping sex closely

related to reproduction. In not having pheromones, we ditfer +#rom the
animals most closely related to us, at least.
Frherpomones are detected through the sense of smell. If women gave off

pheromanes, male desire would be weakened by deoderants and anything else
decigned to change the female scent. Whatever it is that makes some men want
to have sex with women, it doesn’'t seem to be the natural aroma of women.))

1 shoultd not have missed the “sofa’ clue. My grandmother was native to the
FFaci1fi1c Northwest and always used the term ‘couch’. I still use it myself. 1
also misced the KathysCathy clue but was predisposed to that one. ! learned to
cepell "lathy" and find "Cathy" somewhat strange. Ah well, so long as [ won.

Flease dp fee! +tree to bump me off or send me up the river.

el 11 loot forward to 1t. Anybody else particularly want to be a
character in my next mystery?))
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Lﬂfl’y Peery «..1'm not sure how to respond to 29/30. T don't know
if the center section 1s supposed to he serious or a spoof/satire of my first
Pink Triangle. 1 checked back (by rummaging around in the Archives to see
how many back 1ssues of NFA T had) but there was a six month lapse between
when the first PT appeared and when I got my first NFA so I don't remember if
you ever got a copy of it. If I knew you had read it I would respond to your
centerfold in one. ((That being the case, wild horses couldn’'t drag out of
me the fact that I've read issue #1 of Pink Triangle;)) But since I don't
know I will assume you didn't get it. ((Whew!)) And, most importantly, I'm
assuming you were serilous in what you wrote and not being satirical. I base
that more on what you wrote tofabout John Pack and a comment you made in the
back of the main part of the 'zine. If you were trying to bhe funny, I enjoyed
it.

((Sometimes you amaze me, larry.))}

I'm glad you got to make your statement for a positive reason (e.g. because
you wanted to...). When I made mine it was in a positive act for me but for
a negative reason (e.g. to combat some garbage floating around the hobby about
Coughlan, etec.). It was something I felt I had to do. I enjoyed your coming
out comments and cartoons. They bring back a lot of memories. You'll probably
never find Mr. Right as long as you keep locking for him., But, if you're
lucky you may meet the right person. I've been lucky and had it happen twice,
both times by accident. The second time it was, quite literally an accident.
I fell down a flight of stalirs and when I looked up there he was. He's still
there 10 plus years later; a bit fatter but no grayer. And as for me, well,
what can I say? Anyhow, I digress.

I, too, considered writing a response to John Pack (I think T gent him
a letter last Christmas) for VoD. 1 wanted to reply to all the letters that
appeared in VoD #100 that had to deal with the homosexual/gay thing. I
hadn't writEE;_hnything about it before for VoD because I never thought the
subject would be taken up by so many people.—_xhd then when I got motivated
enough (read pissed off as hell) Brux went and folded his ‘zine. He did that
Just to keep me quiet, I betcha. ((Can you think of a better reason for
folding a 'zine?)) HNo, seriously, I wrote and told him I wanted to put out a
special PT in response to those letters in VoD #100 and he was kind enocugh to
send me a copy of the mailing 1ist he used s0 T so I could do so. But that's
saying Brux did something good, useful, or positive and we mustn't do that,
must we? Anyway, I started to write a letter/article/'zine on the subject and
found. myself going around in circles., It ended up sounding more 1like a Psych
201 lecture tham.a personal letter. But here are my thoughts so perhaps you'll
pass them along in NFA and I can put my conscience to rest. I'm assuming
everyone has read VoD's and the letters I'm referring to although it isn't
absolutely needed.

1) Taken individually, the letters that appeared in VoD offered a series
of stunning vignettes and portraits of various stereotypes of gays as seen by
a variety of social groups: right wing fundamentalists, liberal jews, college
educated pseudoliberals, etc. etc. All their arguments pro or con were
perfectly parroted from whatever source they got them from. To me, as a gay,
some were acceptable (if mildly patronizing), some were not, and some were so
silly, stupid, or naive as to be ridiculous, I tried to evaluate each of them
based not only on my perspective but also those of the person writing them. It
was difficult, impossible in some cases. Even some people who made some decent
intellectual arguments blew it all to hell when they put their emotions on their
left or right sleeve.
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Note that T am not giving you those specifics you rant and rave for, I'm

giving you my off the cuff and candid (but premeditated) reflections and reactions

(I'm not sure what that means but 1t sounded kind of poetic and we are supposed
to be poetic right? Just like all blacks have rhythm?) to what I remember from
what I read those few months back. I'm too lazy to go back and dig out

chapter and verse.

2} The second thing that amazed me was the stunning ignorance of those who
did write on the subject. God knows what the rest of YoD's readers thought of
it all, (If they bothered to think at all. Hmmm, probably not.) So much
for making the cover of Newsweek, having a television special or two, or having
123 stories on AIDS appear in the local paper in one year. Yes, I've been
counting. And saving them. I'm clipping them, I'm going to have them laminated
to a portable out house and send it to a certain individual in New York for the
next time the sanitation workers go out on strike. ©h well,..{That's funnin',
that’s funnin', you can't get mad at someone when they're funnin', right?) What
I started to do was compile a rvreading list with comments for publication or
distribution to people who wanted to know more about the subject., We have a
pretty fair library of literature dealing with the two subjects and I would be
willing to loan out some of it to pecple who want to do some reading on the
subjects. 1T recall, after the first PT came out, that I got several letters
from people in the hobby who, obviously, elther were gay or thought they might
be gay. And they didn't know how to handle ft, On the other hand, my straight
friends in the hobby handled 1t very well. And who cares what they think east
of the Monogahela anyway? But there 1s a great deal to be done in the way of
educating the hobby (and, the entire society in 1its own way) about these
subjects, I recall agonizing some months ago over something I wrote for a
subzine of Xeno. I spent more time worrying about that than I did anything
I've ever written. And when it was published, the reaction was....nothing.
People jJjust accepted it.

S0, that's my reactions to Linsey's letters in VoD 100 (by that I mean
those letters written to him on the subject of homosexuality that appeared in

that issue). -

((I don't know what it is that you expect from the rest of the world,
but it sounds like you're setting yourself up for a big disappointment.

Most of the people writing to The Voice of Doom knew less about homosexuality

than you did. 1Is this a big surprise? Most of them wrote letters that
were relatively supportive. Yet you responded to these people {(in your
paragraph numbered "1") by insulting them. And, {n paragraph "2", you
accused them of "stunning ignorance". This may surprise you, but I'm
sure there are some areas in which even you and 1 are relatively ignorant.
I only hope that people who are more knowledgeable won't be as rude to
us as you are being in this letter.

I was going to say more, but I think I'1l1l leave it at that.))

People, both gay and straight, are always trying to find reagons to justify
or explain homosexuality. I've never tried. I just accept it as a fact of
life. It is. I am. Why waste time arguing imponderables? I realize that's
a simplistic approach, but what do you expect from someone who lives in Sandy
Ego? (Here I'm commenting on your reply to Pack.)

((I don't think a lot about why some are heterosexual and some
homosexual, burt T still think it's an {nteresting question.))

- W W% W W
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...I'm not much inte dancing or drag. I did go through a dancing stage in
my younger days when the music, dance steps, and bar scenes locally made 1t
something I could tolerate physically. But usually the music is too loud, the
dance steps toc innane, nad the bars too smoky for me. So I quickly ocutgrew
bars. ((You threw in that line hoping I'd make a crack about your weight,
didn't you? Hah! I'm not that easily manipulated.)) I've never been to a
big Halloween bash. I suppose I missed something. I did miss something,
right? They tell me that all gays are into such things. Perhaps I'm an
abnormal gay?

((You abnormal??? I'm not crazy about bars, either, but in a city
the size of Kitchener/Waterloo, you make do with what you've got.)}))

.+.Things are improving here, slowly, and compared to much of the rest
of the U.S.A. this ((San Diego)) is almost paradise. Tallman will, no doubt,
go nuts when he reads this, but most of my gay friends in non~-California
dream of moving to San Francisco while most of my gay friends in San Franciegco
dream of moving to Seattle. Perhaps Anchorage is next? It is amusing, San
Francisco has at least 60,000-70,000 gays, probably more. Everyone screams
(about it). San Diego has an equal number, but we have a reputation for being
non-gay, anti-gay, etc. Bah, humbugger. I was amused lagt year to see a
survey/poll, etc. done by some women's group pointing out which cities have
the most eligible, young, single, men, etc.etc. Guess who was at the top:
San Francisco, etc. etc. etc. every gay Mecca this side of Hoboken. T remember
the first time I had a party here for some of my gay frienda. Some of my
friends/neighbours/straights were amazed. The line I loved best was, "I
didn't know you had so many good-looking friends.'" 1I've noticed that my
straight friends (the couples) have an interesting reaction to the whole
thing, One year we had three Christmas parties, back to back: one gay,
one straight, and one for our neighbours. Well, people came the wrong nights
of course. A year later we sald the hell with it and had one party. It
worked very well. Now I like to watch the interplay between gays and straights
as they try to figure out which is which.

After years of experience with both, I have to confess that I still draw
most of my friends from the straight world. Gays are usually too preocccupled
with their gayness to be of much enduring Interest.

((That's not been my experience, but maybe 1'll see things differently
when I've been at it as long as you.))

.e.I do hope you'll help me with compiling a Rood BBB ((Black and Blue
Boolk —— a sort of census of the Diplomacy hobby, listing namesg, addresses,
phone numbers, etc.}). I want to include the Canadians in it as much as
possible. I noticed someone (McIntyre?) offering to do a Canadian version
of the Census. If my project works, it won't be needed because all the info
will be there in the computer for anyone who wants a copy of 1it., One of the
most frustrating things to me right now is watching the awful waste of all these
duplicate mallings for this poll, that poll, a survey here, an announcement
there. All duplicates. The paper, time, and effort being wasted by pubbers
sending out duplicates of the RP info 1is silly. We could publish a whole
new hobby directory with all that wasted energy.

{(Since addresses change quite frequently in the hobby (I speak as
one who knows!) you may have a problem keeping the BBB up-to-date,
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((Beat of luck with the BEB. It sounds 1like it could be quite
useful. Unfortunately, it sounds llke it will also be very difficult

to make work.,))

So, just because Xeno is a quarterly, you are degrading my multipage
issues???!1! I'm surprised you didn't accuse me of wasting white space!?!
That's been done. J'accuse. Tt was, over all, an interesting issue. I would
give it a 10 except for that cover, Poorly printed. On the other hand, the
layout, graphics, editorialization, typing, and all those terribly trivial
details that we are all in constant pursuit of were pretty good...

thought about writing something ¢for your last issue B.E.
I left it too long. I thought I°'d make up for it by

I am going to London for approximately 36 houre next
arrive Tuesday maorning, leave London

Drew Post 1
ibefore Europe), but

beating vyou to England.
am going to fly down Monday night,

week. I
Hednesday afternoon, and arrive back in Torante Wednesday evening. Several
people +{rom work have decided to go. This is a pleasure trip, not business

1 have two vacation days to use up before April 3Cth. 111 send you a
postcard. I won't be able to make Hummuscon, because | have a concert on the
20th as well as an afternoon rehearsal. Apologies, but 1 will attempt to attend
Nothing else interesting in my life currently...

because

Hummuscan I1.

{{Mr. Post works for an airline, so he occasionally jets off to exotic
places {for a day or two. 1 first learned about this trip from one of his
ex-friends, who does not approve of this lifestyle.))

KEith ShEI’WOOd Wow, what an 1issue of No Fixed Addreas. Lots
{lots!) Lo think and comment on, but then at 100 pages that isn't surprising.

I fell asleep reading it in bed ((should I guess whose letter you were reading
time?)) and woke up the next morning and finished reading it cover to

at the
cover,
I take it you would want me to send your Inner Lights to london while

you're 1in Furope? ((Yes!))

1 was going to mention NFA #29/30 in TIL #6 but didn't have room for
an Around and Around. Sort of comical saying I didn't have room in eight
pages to mention your 100 page issue, but It makes sensgse in an ironic sort
We all have our niches to f111; mine 1is to do 8 pages monthly, yours
Do not shirk your destiny!

of way.
is to pick up where Brutus Bulletin left off.

That Alan Stewart 1s one pathetic wimp.

{{I spent several hours with him on the bus back from Bruxcon and
he seemed like a nice enough person.})
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1 am quite amazed at your editor's replies to fighting words. Despite
being firmly allied to one side ((I'm afraid to ask which}), you pick at poor
points or inconsistencies in anyone and everyone's letters, a Mark Berch with
a sense of humour. ((Does that make Berch a humourless Steve Hutton?))} That's
what I wanted to say about NFA #29/30 in my 'zine.

Thanks loads for the Dippy Horror Show. It was great, but why was it
truncated? A part 2 with the rest of the movie is shortly coming?

I wonder if you, Steve, are going to have to eat your words on "Roy Henricks
is completely in charge of the 'Zine Register and Linsey is merely helping out’.
Roy certainly is keeping a low profile., Haven't read any letter by him in
print for quite some time, For someone completely in charge, he shows an

amazing lack of interest.

((If Roy doesn't put out the ZR, 1'11 probably hide out in Europe for
a couple of months until the heat dies down.})

The blue section was interesting indeed. Since the other shoe never
dropped, I take it the section was not done in jest. Fair enough.
Poor John Pack certainly is taking a lot of gas lately, isn't he? (NFA,

EE, etc.) You know he and T are from the same home town and he followed me

from our face-to-face group into postal Dip. Yes, you can thank me. ((Thanks.})
Nothing fn your letter to the student newspaper suggests sexual orlentation.

It's just the Steve Hutton of NFA we all know taking on another subject

besides Dip.

((I realize that my letter didn't make it obvious that 1 was gay;
this was deliberate. But, I do think that people who knew me and read
the letter should at least have considered the possibility that I might
be gay. My comment was designed to make a couple of my friends feel very
stupid. It seems to have achieved its desired effect.))

Keep an eye out in TIL for a names-have-been—-changed article involving
a boatload of gays, when I get around to finishing it.

Maybe you can give me insight on how they dance in a gay bar. I'm big
on dancing now., 1 resisted making any allusions (neutral, at that)}) to you
in my dance article and just assumed everyone's partner was a she. I also
didn't mention my female subbers, so just went with the majority of my subbers:
heterosexual males (I assume). It makes for better prose than to print all
pronouns every time I mention ''she'.

{(People, either alone or with someone else, move onto the dance
floor, begin to move their bodies, and eventually return to their table.
Thig business of dancing alone strikes me as vaguely subversive. (I'm
sure it's somehow tied into Satanism...) I haven't come up with any
method of determining who is dancing with whom. One might assume that
two people dancing with each sther would be physically close to each
other and would tend te look towards each other, but one would be wrong.
On those rare occasions when they play slow songs, 1lt's somewhat easier
to tell who's dancing with whom.))

It's true, I did say "I'm out of illegible'...
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Bruce Poppe ...Now, about that Special Section. [ was surprised, but
what the neck, we ve only known each ather through the mail. ! congratulate you

tor having the ctourage to make such a declaration. 1 did enjoy reading the
section, though wunlike others, no opinions of mine were altered. But that’'s
only because there’'s no area of disagreement as far as [ knaw. The Jjekes

especially were good. Got any moare?

(¢] " ve run across some more gay jokes, some of which appear elsewhere
this issue. i few people were grossed ocut by one or two of ay jokes. The
"how do you know if yaur roommate is qgay“ ijoke, in particular, left a bad
taste in peaple’'s mouths.}))

Just think, some people will do anything to stop a hobby feud, even claim
to be gay.

This feud thing 1s driving mse nuts, but I guess we'll have to let the thing
run 1its course. And here, we always thought this game was a nice, haraless
little hobby.

F.S5. In regard to another Bruce’'s coaments on the connotations of the name

Bruce -- 1 felt the same thing, that it was considered effeminate. At this
point, being thought effeminate doesn‘t bother me, but years ageo -- back in
schoo! in the &69s -- 1 wasn't too happy about it. HWhen | aoved to Deleware from

Indiana 1n 1977, 1 discovered that it seemed to have a different connotatiaon -—-
one of a real “swWwinger".

({Dces this wmean that Bruce McIntyre would get sex more often if he
moved to Deleware?))

MENSA 14

Game End Statements

n Hager {(Turkey, drewl: This wasn't a Diplomacy game, it was a hobby
la Larry Feery. A grand total of 23 people participated including 3
The key to victory was neither brilliant strategy nor dazzling tactics, but
simply perseverance. Ralph and | were the only players to survive the death of
confusion ;Sfiaaing the restart.
Thanks to you, GSteve, for providing 19B1AR with its final resting place.
And, congratulations to Ralph, my ally of about seven years. There were some
dark days there when it appeared that E/F/1 would overwhelm us, but then we
executed our secret strategy which consisted of some serious praying for NHRs.
The Dippy gods smiled on us at the right times, and the rest i1s history. It was
fun working with you, Falph.

Manifest Destiny and we managed to break the game wide open in the period of

- T W w W wr W we wr W wr e W e gy W W we W W W W W W W W W W W
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The standby for Russia

your orders to:

B \\_ Ron Brown
ﬂ 70F Chesterton !r.
@ o

101
is Pierre Touchette.

A 6—way draw has been
proposed. Please vote with
your next orders. Remember

q - that no vote=yes,
£ ‘ ﬁ The deadline for Winter
‘ 1907, Spring 1908, and the
‘ O draw vote i{s June 7. Send

Nepean, Ont.

i K )]
#::_w% ‘ You czr}? 2:?1 E‘::A:)g.fore 10
Aw a» at 1-613-727-1454,
M \\t“ (T
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FALL 1907: WILL ENGLAND AND FRANCE EVER GET THFIR ACT TOGETHER?

Austria (John Fllis): A Mar-Gas, A Boh-S5i1, A Vie-Boh, A Bud-Vie, A Lva-Pru,
A Gal S A Boh-5i1l, A Mos-Lva, A Sev-Mos, F Ton-Tyrrh.

Fngland (Dave Lincoln): F NAt-Mid, F Iri S F NAt-Mid, F Fng S5 F NAt-Mid,
F Bel-Nth, A Bur S FRENCH A Gas (Ordered To Move).

France (Kevin Brown): A Bre H, A Gas—-Mar (ret -Par, OTR).

Germany (Steve Berrigan): A Sil-Boh (ANNINILATED), A Mun S A Sil-Boh,
A Ber-Pru, A Ruh S A Mun.

Italy (Prew Post): F Mid-Bre, F Wes-Mid, F Por S F Wes-Mid, F NAf S F Wes-Mid,
F_Tun-Wes, A Ven-Pie, A Tyro-Mun, A War S AUSTRIAN A Boh-S5i1l,
A Spa S AUSTRIAN A Mar-Gas, F Lyo S5 A Ven-Ple.

Russia (Bob Acheson? Pierre Touchette?): NMR! A StP II, F Fin H.

Press

Engtand-Allies: Let's hold the line, fellers.
France-Germany: Looks like I guessed right too.
Austria-GCermany: Y did, T did!!

1907 Supply Centre Chart

Austria: Home, Con, Ank, Ser, Sev, Mos, Mar, Wdd, Wd¥ (9) ...even as played
one short and had one annihilated.

England: Home, Nwy, Bel (5) ...even.

France: Par, Bre (2) ...even or buyild 1 depending upon the retreat.

Germany: Kle, Ber, llol, Den, Mun (5) ...build 2 as one was annihilated, but
only has room for 1.

italy: Home, Tun, Gre, Bul, Rum, Smy, Spa, Por, War (11)

Russia: StP, Swe (2) ...cven.

...build 1.
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Alpbabet Soup

g4 AA : O

F 1ot Note that Fred Wiedemeyer

has a new address:
12K 11311 109 A Ave
Edmonton, Alta.
T5H 1G9 CANADA

Two of you were very late
= iln recelving the last issue
E of NFA, but both ended up
R G getting orders in. In such
€ circumstances, 1'd delay the
game if either of the two
asked for it. Let's hope
3 : this doesn't happen again!

o The deadline for retreats
and builds only is June 7.
¥ ! R > Send your orders to:
a(F Ron Brown
T 70F Chesterton Dr,
F A b - Nepean, Ont.
- K2E 5S9 CANADA,

xI I : =P You can call him before 10

at 1=-613-727-1454,

FALL 1902: AUSTRIA FLEXES, ENGLAND PUSHES, FRANCE BOOMS, GERMANY STAGGERS,
ITALY THRUSTS, RUSSIA EXPLODES, AND TURKEY WRITHES!

Austria (Fred Wiedemeyer): A Boh-Vie, A Tyr-Tri, A Ser-Bul, F Gre S A Ser-Bul.
England (H.D. Bassett): F Ska-S5we, F Nth C A Yor-Hol, A Yor-Hel, F Hel-Kie.

france (John Ellis): A Par S A Gas-Bur, A Gas—-Bur, A Spa-Mar, F Mar-Lyo,
F Mid-Wes,

Germany {(Paul Milewskil):
F Bal-Swe.

Italy (Kevin Brown): A Ven-Tri, A Tun H, F Ton-Aeg, F Tyrrh-Ion.

Russia (Melinda Holley): A Rum ret —-Bud. A Bud-Rum, A Sev 5 A Bud-Rum,
A Sil-Ber, A Ukr S A Bud-Rum, F Arm—Bla, F Den S ENGLISH F Hel-Kie.

Turkey (Dave Lincoln): F Bla-Ank, A Bul-Ser (ret -Con, OTB)},
A Rum S A Bul-Ser (ret -Gal, Ser, OTB).

A Bur-Bel, A Ruh S F Hlol, F Hol S RUSSIAN F Den-Nth (NSO),

No Press

1902 Supply Centre Chart

Austria: Home, Gre, Bul, Ser?? (5 or 6) ...build 1 or 2 depending upon Turkish
retreat.

England: Home, Nwy, Kie (5) ...build 1.

France: Home, Spa, Por (5) ...even.

Germany: Mun, Bel, Kiéd, B¢, Hol (3) ...remove 1.

Italy: Home, Tun (4) ...even,

Russia: Home, Rum, Swe, Den, Ber (8) ...build 2.

Turkey: Home, BAY, Ser?? (3 or 4) ...even, build !, or build 2, depending upon
the retreats.
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WINTER 1908:

France (John Ellig):
Germany (Ron Brown):
Italy (Dave Carter):

Austria (Mike Ehli? Drew Post?):
England (Kevin Brown):

Russia (Dave Lincoln):

THE SMOKE CLEARS,..

NMR |
Remove F Yor.

A Spa ret -Por, F Mar ret -Lyo.

Build ¥ Kie, A Mun, A Ber.
NMR! A Ven ret -0OTB.
Build A StP.

21

Ttaly's Army Venice could
have retreated to Piedmont.
Thanks to Paul Milewski for
pointing out this error.

Among those who didn't
NMR, the draw vote was 4 yes,
1 no. It failed.

The deadline for Spring
1909 is June 7. Send your
orders to: Bruce McIntyre

6191 wWinch St.
Burnaby, B.C.

V5B 214 CANADA
His phone number is
1-604-299-2382., Please

remember that he 1is on

Pacific time when you are

wonder ing when you should
call.

Most of you already
get Excelsior; the rest will
get the next few issues free.

A War ret -0OTB, A Vie ret -0OTB.

Remove F Lyo.

...0ut of the game

Turkey (Paul Milewski): Build A Con, A Ank.

The standby for Austria is Drew Post,

section:))

((Oops! I almost forgot the vigourous Press

Germany-Italy: Hey, Dave, where did you go? Just as I made the move that
would save your 1life, you up and disappear from the map.
Germany-World: Anyone else want me to save them?

named Jane,
Jim stopped

told his friend Sam about his recent engagement to a girl
"She’'s slept with every gquy in Buffalo.™
"Puffalo’'s not such a big city."

Jim
“Jane?" said S5am laughing,
to think for a moment, then replied,

A conversation between a sadist and a masochist:
Masochist: Beat me, beat me!
Sadist: No.
in a nudist colony.

Pefinition of frustration: a transvestite

W W W W W W W W O w o w W w Ow ww w W w W o v W w W
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Me and My Dad by Blair Adamache

As a young lad, I would often sneak into my father's den to sample a bit
of the adult world. I would stand on a chair and examine dad's guns. Thisg
consisted of studying them with care, marvelling at my reflection 1in the
polished metal, and removing fingerprints with my pocket handkerchief. As
my fascination progressed, I was soon stroking the stocks of the weapons,
running my fingers smoothly along the butts. 1 felt awe, wondering at the
art and mechanical precision with which the guns had been made, 1 was almost
always frightened at these times, trembling lest I be discovered treading in
the adult world,

My father owned three guns, which were locked in the rack in his den.

They were a Winchester 30-30 complete with scope, used for deer hunting; a
Remington 10 gauge pump-action shotgun, which he employed in pursuit of game
birds; and a Sterling automatic submachinegun., The hunting rifles were gems
of oiled black metal with rich wood stocks. The automatic weapon had an
enigmatic chrome finish, smartly polished to shiny perfection,.

One morning when I had risen early, as little boys will do, I slid into
the den, certain that my parents would sleep on intce the late morning., I
was still far from puberty, but my mind had leapt ahead of adolescence and
into my adulthood, when I could possess guns of my own. I noted a speck of
dust on the barrel of the 30-30, and was rubbing it with my kerchief when
my father's resounding step froze my heart.

Hlis words, thank God, were those of paternal affection and instructiocn,
not discipline: "It's more important that the inside of the barrel be clean.”
He put a hand on my shoulder, and then mussed my hair, that gesture of fondness
which provokes resentment in all children., My regentment was left 1in the
morning, though, as he spent the rest of the day teaching me how to clean
rifles, He went through the guns in turn, explaining about each. '"The
Winchester —— powerful, perhaps too much so for medium game; small and light,
though..." He went on to speak sbout the shotgun, "I don't like it particularly,
does the job, though...grouse, partridge, a few mallards for the table in
autumn."

"What about the Sterling?'" T asked, indicating it by gently touching the
collapsable stock.

"This,'" he said, lifting the gun with care and pride (he approved of the
great lengths of time I always spent making the chrome immaculate), "this is
a pilece from the last great war. Today it's an antique, a showpiece. But
me, I hate to see an idle gun. I use this baby for hunting the Pope's whores.'

I did not understand my father's dogmatism at the time, but the gun spoke
for itself.

A few years later, in the fall, my dad walked in on me as I was packing
avay the instruments used for cleaning the rifles. He tousled my hair (I
flinched and wlshed him a painful death), and he again erased the resentment
he had just excited, once more using words as his instrument, "How'd you like
to come on a little hunting trip with me?" My eyes spoke volumes of appreciation.
He anticipated my question, answering it, "We're going to kill women who've
wed themselves to Christ, symbolically and spiritually that is, We'll be killing
them in the more mundane physical sense." :

W W W W e ow W W W W W W W W o W we W W W W W W W W W W W W w w - oW o oW W W
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The first nun hunt was proclaimed by Henry VIII after his break with the
Romish church. That-hunt, and all since then, have taken place within the season
prescribed by the king — the "“nunning" season, which lasts from Michaelmas
until the Advent, It was originally part of Henry's plan to disestablish the
Catholic church in his realm and rid his domain of all possible agents of the
Vicar of Christ. The first nun hunts were impromptu, gay, lmproviational
affairs. Weapons from other sports, boarspears, fowling pleces, and light
crossbows were used in the festivities. The Duke of Suffolk won acclaim from
his fellows for bagging twelve Daughters of the Sacred Virgin with one quiver
of arrows on All Saints' Day, 1538. His explelits are still held in esteem at
hunt c¢lubs throughout the world today, and the Suffolk Cup is awarded to the
ablest marksman in my father's club at the end of each hunt.

The season opening was hours away as we flew northward in our bushplane.
My dad and his companions shared stories of old: surprising mercy missions
in back alleys, slaying nuns who were singing to the lame and the disadvantaged.
That night were were to top all stories, we were off to tackle a convent.

I had my own child-sized flak jacket covered iIn tundra camouflage, and a
side-arm. I was also given some communications equipment to carry and master.
After synchronizing our watchea, my father removed my helmet to pat me on the
head and mess up my halr. I reached for my pistel, and then relaxed. There
would be plenty of chances to frag him later.

Like other bloodsports, nun hunting today is high-tech. Nuns have learned
to fight back, aided by experience in Central America. To attack a convent
requires a troop of experienced hunters supplied with light arms, hand-launched
explosives, and air support in the minimum. The Pope is a wily old devil, and
his soldliers, Franciscans, Dominicans, and Benedictines, devout and fearless to
the man, are well-equipped and prepared to help nuns under fire anywhere.

In the eighteenth century, when sports like cock-fighting, bear-baiting,
and dog-fighting were banned, the nun hunts were stopped for a time. Within
decades, the need for a new thinning of the herds was evident. Nun hunting is
now institutionalized and protected by strong nunning lobbles in every capital
of the Protestant world. Where nuns are scarce, hunting licences are balloted
for and a controlled kill takes place., Where nuns are numerous, the strict
1imits have been raised and killing free-for-alls take place each autumn.

We approached the convent in three parties. 1In the air, we heard our
chopper hovering behind a ridge. Thanks to its many machineguns and superlative
crew, it had a field of fire of nearly 350 degrees, On the other side of our
objective lay our heavy support -— an armoured car with a 20 mm light cannon.
We were in a field protected only by brush waiting eagerly for midnight when
the hunt would begin. I used the radio te check with our support groups, and
then fingered my plece as one of our party counted down to midnight in a whisper.

The men knew their weapons as they did their lovers -- intimitely even,
and especially, in the dark. Infra-red scopes were attached and ammunition
distributed. We had planned on a se’ennight of hunting. I wondered if our
ammunition would hold out that long. "Are you ready?"' someone asked my father.

He replied, "When they come, 1'11 be waiting for them with this baby
right here.” He cradled his Sterling lovingly. 1Its power dictated that he
would be point-man if we came to close fighting. He was checking the bayonnet
strapped to his leg when midnight came. We rose and moved out.
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We advanced over wetlands, through bullrushes, when one of us spotted two
nuns walking up the lane to the convent. The captain of the hunt made a motion
with his hand and we hit the earth. Two marksmen took aim at the distinctive
habits silhouetted against the moon. The nuns were 750 metres away from us,
moving diagonally toward us. The gunners opened fire and the nuns were dropped
cleanly. I recorded the time, location, and weapons used in the scorebook.

My father used his thumbnail to dig two notches into the scabbard of his
bayonnet. We were moving again when I heard an explosion at 2 o'clock about
3 metres away. 1 turned to see a member of our party rolling on his back,
clutching at his foot. He was bravely suppressing a scream; his foot was
bloody and scarred, the boot torn through., We were in a minefield!

We would have to back up carefully, We broke out the metal detectors and
assembled them In the dark. Thirty seconds after the axplosion, a spotlight
beam moved through the minefield. Mother of Christ, these nuns were ingenious.
We fell gingerly to the ground, praying to Calvin, Malcolm, God, and Luther.
We would need help from the air, and fast. I halled our helicopter gunship
over the radio. While our medic attended to the casualty, we looked for
shadows to hide in. I dug my fists into the ground, waiting for the nuns to
open fire. It would be a long shot, but nuns are guided by their souls, not
gunsights. I shivered and braced. My father peered through his scope and
gasped. A halftrack armed with missile launchers was coming out of the
convent. DNad's face turned white, and he spoke the one word guaranteed to

panic the most seasoned of nun hunters: '"Jesuits!” We dropped our weapons
and desperately prayed to our deity, ""Oh Martin Luther, save us from these
devils out of hell, these beasts of damnation.,.”" I turned my head heavenward

and saw a cool white light emanating from the clouds. It was strangely offset
by the hum of our helicopter overhead.

The clouds parted like distorted waves. Twixt the clouds appeared a
vision., To us, it appeared to be the last prophet, Luther of the 95 theses
himself. Rumours I heard later related that the nuns had seen one of their
accursed salnts. To us, the vision spoke these words: Protestantism is not
a religion of blood. Crusades, Inquisitions, these are Catholic things.
Protestantiom is a religion of pragmatism: marriage of the clergy, divorce,
birth control, having the scriptures in the vulgate, marriage for the clergy,
Aid T mention that already? Well, it's very important and deserves extra
mention. Anyway, having a special relation with God, a personal understanding
with your savior, interpreting the scriptures individually, salvation through
faith not works, no imposition of celibacy on the clergy. This i8 what we
fought for. I really don’t see how your present efforts are helping you come
to terme with Christ,

This dampened our glee considerably, and we consequeantly slunk home.
"Next year," said my father, "We'll hunt like wolves, attacking the infirm,
the weak, the old, culling the herd, making the mob stronger by thinning out
those who can't hold their own." MHe started to run his hand through my hailr
and I drew my gun. Ironically, his last words were "Think of it as evolution

in action."
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