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THE SEMISAME EBITORIAL

There are tises in this hobby when | think thal wyone
who would dive in ax desply sy 1 have would have to be crazy.
I seax, what yort of person sonld viilize dwindling
resources, mot to aention time and wnergy, to bewp & Bipline
golay? Now doing sosethiasg thet cthers #iad lncomprehersible
is nothing naw to e, Buf trying to qet aiony in the
“aoradl® world hay beea iztreamizgly problamstic, ko it nakes
we wonder what [‘s doing here.

Jows this meex | a8 about to stage & spectacularly sessy
foid7? Certalaly sot! 1 sctunlly 1ikw daing the zine, a0 1
plax to keep doing it for the forzesable future. 1've yoiter
along on tight budyeis befors, but I find wy pastines foo
valuable. MNever aind that the sverage Jow on the strests
would $ind it makes no sease whatsoever. {Nhes you're on the
gitroats, NOTHING agkes seasel. So ! isvest my tine and
eneryy in 2 totally ditferaat and thoroughly trivial pursuit.

dud what do ] qet for it? That’s s big question.
Cortalinly sot such respect. The pariod of tolaraace may bs
anding, to be replaced by theorugh distike and savers
loathisg by Many Isportant People. Aot wom 1 $ind sysslf
sccused of worshipplag topsoil by sveryose 1 cone is coatact
with, Aed thes thery arp Fouds, DH MY, are thore fumisd
It seens thet every tise 1 sove 1 step inioc snother oae,

¥ell, snjoy this issus of MOT UP TO NODERN BRAPMILS
STANDARDE. 1 hope peopie actualily reasd this thing. . &
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THE LETTER CDLUMN

{iFirat of all, 1et ae say right now that 1 as sick and
tired of feud letters. Why can’t peopls fiad better thisgs
to weite p# about? [ haven’t racievid owe good thealre
1atter yot. Mor have 1 heard about any nusbar of things
about which 1 waai to hear.)}

({That said, on your marks, get set, throw nud!i)}

ROBERT GACKE'OF course Juljs Martis 1a disruptive to Fred
Davis’ private hobby. She is the sote rightful Niller Nuaber
Custodian, she is indepeadest of him and his cabal, she is
pledgad to saintzin the independence of his office from his
and his cabal, and she is pledywd to maintain the ao
mantatory fe guaruntes. [In sdiitioa the nushers sha
assignes are shorier, sinpler, sad easiwr to usderstand. And
they are sot exder Davis' coatrol. She is slso micer thaa
Davis and his bosss custodian, she hasn’t threatenad anybody,
she's younger, aad she's nicer to look at. She’s alse »
batter playnr fros what ! reassber of @ tournaaent we wers
both {n.

Ravis’ question sboul what is to preveat pmople froa
setiisg vp shop aad issuing all sorts of hose-braw Millar or
Boardasn wusbers of their own i3 Isteresiing becavaw that is
exactly what the North Aserican varisnt Bank did. For ymars
r 1 have tried to negoliate with the variani hank cabal and
i their bogus cesiodias in an attenpl to get than to abide by
F the coastitutional restricitions that altached to the title
they falsely claised, to o effect. They oaly undertsand the
threst of beiny driven out of business. Whet i3 Lo prevest
peaple from seiting wp shop is what we have doam' sstabiisked
& betier cusiodian with a batter titla, abiding by the
coastitutional restrictions of that title, using a betier
systea untalnind by the itlegal acts of the variant hanks,
and with better permansnt funding. And so Davis aad his
boyus custodian are losiag and their actions-are becosing
desperate; threatesing psople, naking scamnes at hobby
seetings, and issueing false proclimatioas reaffirsing their
boyus positions.
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[{¥ou think that was bad? Wait tiil you see the leiter
from Backs | almost printed. Speaking of which. . .}}

JULIE BARTIN: You say Robert Sacks is spreading stories about
*death threats®. OFf course, you haven‘t besn arcund long
sacugh to hear the “death threst® siories Tha Dark Side has
spread in the past. |1 think Robert is making fun of The Dark
Side, but Fred Davis is too literal-minded to realize the
jnin. It may take you a while to catch on $o all the

in- jokes and the tingo, but I think you’'re coming along
nicely. Total imsersion - sink or swin. You'll swis.

FRED DAVIS: Tongratulations on being attacked by Sacks. @s
I’ve told many people in the past, that maans you are now in
the Big Tise. ({iBood, maybe now I’11 qut more readers. . .))
Anyone whe is anyoae is this hobby, from Walt Buchanaa and -
Rod Nalker on dows, Mas been attacked by Backs. Welcoss o

the ciub. (f0r should I say "club, welcome to the interies
of sy skull. . ."?))

SINON BILLENMESS: Doa’t worry if you only have & fen subbers
at first. ALl you need is one gime and 2 couple of pages of
chat. Actually tha main problas which faces zine editors is
kerping their creations under coatrol. It is very easy to
overdo 3 zine in its initial stages by writing loads of
articles and creating openiags for lots of games.

(tAt Yast a non—teud Jetter! 1 em opening another game, but
manily for the benafit of preople who’'ve writtes se under the
assusption ] already HAD an cpeaing. But this will still be
8 heavily chat-oriented zine. ['F1 try to keep it pared down
to 16 pages if possible, but I can g0 20 without doing real

damage to ey postal expenses (] think. . .) Keep writing,
folkst})



THE ESBAY CONTEET SECTION

= 1’ve slways thought the besi way io ssacourage articles
is to ask for then. This is wy way of doiny that. But this
first tine 1 didn’t have to ask. 1 just vp and got ome. So
here i5. . .

A REPLY TO PHIL BEUS2
by Robert Grier, editor of OHID ACRES

I realize Wr. Beusz was standing up for his job, and
belive me I’m happy for you Phil. I dow’t think that U5
autowrokers are soley respoasible for the decliae of Awerican
Industry, atbiet your figqures of "42300" per unit for labor
never expected.

Let »x explain oy job, and thex possibly see the rerson
for jealousy sost Aeericars have toward autoworkers.

1 make $3.75 an hour, axd work 50 3 week. My benefits
ars — after | your | get wedical issurance for sy family.
That’s 1, no pai¢ or unpaid vacsticn, mo slloted sick days,
no coatract, »o job security. 1'm & thru 2nd thru service
worker, I punp was. [ doa’t sean a 1ittle qas, no way, por
station weeln the lowest price in Selea slways, He pusped
117,000 gallons is June, I personally pushed 71,000 gallons.
We have 2 guys ox duty at #11 tises and are 3 full service
station, meaning | have to do it alls check oil, tires,
transaission, powsr steering, and [ have to 10ok-up oil
f§ilter, oil grade specs and such. On an average Friday aight
(% hr, shift} 1 punp over 3,000 gallons, sell 75 qts, of oil,
check 40 tires, and eat 3 tons of crap from custoesrs. My
feet hurt constanily, and a gas headache is a consant, 5o
hell yss I’s jealpus.

Why don’t 1 wet a new jon you ask? Because I jusi
tasded this beauty, a changs froe pizza delivering., When I
went for sy iaterview I stood in liwe with 14 other quys, two
of whicth had & # year dagres. 1 got lucky 1 guess, | tanded
the good job!



HARTNELL

NILLER MUMBER 1987Urb32 or 19E7K/ra
Bunboat
Fall 1904

STANDOFF IN ADRIATIC, BUT LOOK AT RUSSTA!

AUSTRIA £F ADR-Venk, *A TRI S F Adr-Venl, A SER S A Tri
ENGLAND: ¥F ENG-Bel%, F NTH C A Yor-Nor, A Yor-NOR

FRANCE: A Bas-SPR, A BUR-Bmil, F WAD-FOR

BERMANY: A Rub-HOL, A Kie-MiN, F Hel-DEN

ITALY: %A YEN S A Tyr-Tris, 3A TYR-Trit, F Ion-TiM

RUSSIA: F Bot-SWE, F 3.A S A kr~Rum, A Uker-RUN, A Gal-BUD
TURKEY: A Bul-GRE, F Con-Bth (ec), A Ank-CON

PRESS

GH: The arvas in capitals are where the units eaded up.
Failed orders are surrousded with ssterixes. Sorry if this
isn't wsual practise, but my feeble printer can’t wndwrline.
Darn.

BEFUDDLED FEUBEE: Hell, if a third person clains to be MNC I
may just emd up with a number fros thes ton. It can’'t get
much worse thin this. . .,

BERMANY-FROG: I realize the sove to Burguady was mersly
defensive, & sove ¢ros Bur to Belgjum will secure our
frisndship.

BERMARY-ITALY: Tyerolis is a bad place for you srmy, the wrath
of the Father)and shall come down i# Tyrotis is aot vacated.
FRANCE-BN: Is this a hlack press qame? ({Not that 1°ve
roticed, Until now, that is. . .))

FRANCE: In response to the uaprovoked sove of Exgland, we
have iwvaded Spais aad Portuyal. Asked by a reporter why
they haven’t retaliated against the agression of Ewgland, the
Enperor Ralph said "Are you kidding? It say cause a bloody
wir a3 nobody wasis that, but should they build in Liverpool
we a3y he forced to react.”

TRIESTE-RONA: | have moved wy capital to Trieste, just ix
case. Why make such a sove? Mothing will happen, except a
Furkish growth. Of course, | couid g0 for that,
SERBIA-RIMANIA: Do ype sqrae?: Times will prut) i3 her army
trash? Tubs issus barbs! Trash rush ssony; Above bundles
atit!? (i{Serse none making!)) :
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ADRIATIC GEA-BNVRNA: Moot pe of the coraer! Srance will
roasis opas et mare yeor, I think! ({You really think se?))
BILESIA-TYROLIA' Keep pouriny it on the gypaies ~- they love
it. 14 I'n bara in 02, you sat Vienna.
AUSTRIA-HUNGARY-ITALIAN ENPIRE: Pizase wmote: Oaws 1'm simply
imnocent! Teol Total another’s 2. Throw: Figs tors or tres
== Naxt?

BRAVES-CARBINALS: B0 CARDS 60 - we can’t mais it.
PLAYER-GN: Is speliing cowatwed in law school, 17¢ be
paspar. [estead. . .why criticise? Gei & secretary to
spall: that’s what I did! (] had to change the datelism,

otherwise you would have gives the whola jane sway. Ounbbet
‘ is, after all, suppossd to be anonysous. You siuck es with »
? real dilleas here, and I hope I took the best way owi.))
, ENG-FRA' Gen, 1 told you this wan non-hostils., (iSure it

was. . .})
ENG-BER' You've sot 2 desl. But why did you mova iato Hel.
Bight?

O-ENGLANE: 1t’s prettiy clesr to ME what you saan by A
Yor-Nor. After all, am aray con’t amd up in & 900 spice oven
! if it's being convoysd. Byt moat GH‘s won't allow Mer 38 2
valid abbraviatios, so be warmmd. 1f anybody has any doubis
: what he neans, Lot me know--you obviousiy can’t ask kinl

THE BREAT TGAR-MAC: 1 predict the following aoves for Lhis
i seanoa-MiE: F Adr-Tri (B A Ber), & Tri-¥ie, ENG' A Yor-dwy (C
F Nth), F Exn-lwi; FRA: F BA0-FPor, A Gas-Bre, A Bur 5 ENBLISH

L F Eng-Dels BER: F Hel-Hol, A Rub-Bul, A Ber-Kias ITA' F
Ej-" loa—Bre, A Ven-Tri (5 A Tyo)s TUR: F Con-Buliec), A Bul-Bre,
A dak-bra.
' TZAR-6N:-14 | would’ve gained & builds, #o you thiask the

E pthers would have ssaged up oa 87 (] don’i imDws hard
|- telling with this buach.))

| SUPPLY CENTER CHART

A: Vie, Tri, SER, bud 3 -
E: Hoas, WWY 4 +
F: Hoae, BPA, PDR 3 +2
G Homs, WOL, DEN 5 +2
I: Home, TUN 4 +]
R Hoae, SHE, BUD, RN ? 43
T: Home, BiL, GRE 5 +#2

WINTER 190! ORDERS DUE DCTOBER B, 1997



TROVGHTON
Regqular Djp-|S97HC
FALL 1901

Austria-Hoad- F Tri H, A Sal-Rua, A Ser 5 A Gal-Rua
Engtaad-Comeron: F Nth € A Yor-Nwy, F Nwg § A Yor-Nwy, A
Yor ey

France-Acheson: 3A Bur-Bel&, A Nar-SPA, F NAO-FPOR
Gormapy-Holley: A Kie-Den, A Ruh-Bal, F Hol § A Ruh-Eal
Italy-Noble: F FOK C Apu-Tun, A Apu-TUN, 1A VEN-Triz
Russias-Oakes: A WAR H, thA S5TP-Nwyt, F BoB~SHE, F Rus-SEV
Turkey-6laughter: A Bul-8ra, A Con-Bul, F Bla S AUSTRIAN &
aal-Run

PRESS

GM-PLAYERE: Resd the sote in the Gunboat report to see how I
deal with failed orders.

PARIS-VIENNA: Betting a Jittlw nesty in the early qoirg, wh?
PARIS-BERMANY: Thia swason will tel]l se what I want to know.
GERMANY~-ITALY: T sleep Like the dead. [’ve sCored many »
parson by falling aslemp quickly & being diféficuil to wake
WI

ENG-MORLD: Prime-Minister Caneron wants acthing mors thas
for &1l the powers to kesp the peace, save GER & RUS: of
which he’d like 2 "pisce® Df then.

ENG-BER: Aciwally, be assured, I'd never want a piece of
you! I woulda‘t touch you 1or your coustry) with » ten foot
pole. {¢Weld, will a 7-Fo0i-2 Russian do? I could sexd you
Babonis, if his Achilles Teadon ever heals.))

VENICE: The Pope set with wilitary 1esders today, praying
for victory in the cold war that persisis betwsan the cale
and priceful [talian people and the wild and war-iike
Austrians,

ROME-PARIS: Hopefully, the rumors circulating srtousd the
Vatican about » Franch offessive into the Nediterranean are
greatly sxagerraled. If not, the Pope regrets going into
battle with snother great country in which sisther side will
be victorious.

SUPPLY CENTER CHART

A: Home, SER, RUN 5 42
E: Homa, MUY 4 +1
F: Hose, SPR, POR 5 +2
B: Home, DEN, HOL, BEL 6 +3
1: Hoae, TUN 4 #]
R: Noae, SHE 3 +]
T: Hoaw, BUL, GRE 3 +2

WINTER 1801 DRDERS (retreats and builds) dus OCTDBER 8, 1987.
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THE GAME REVIEW COLUMN

Thare is & aew sdition of PARANOIA out. As though
Diplowacy players nepded to buy paradoid: sest of us have it
already in onw form or apother. Besides, ii’s hard Lo review
5 yoou whes duing so in [ikely to yet sny player-charscier
readiny it transforned Into a thick yellow spray.

For thosa of you who are not fanilisr with this gaaw,
PARANGTA ic set is as underqround comsunity of the fuiure
which is run by s cheerfuily dersnged cospuier. The
pisysr-charscters sre Troshlaeshoaters seat ouit to find and
destray Lraitorous eutants aad ambers of secret socistiss, »
task sade more ditficult by the Fact that the charactars ars
thanselves treitorous sutsats gnd sesbers of secrsd
socistinn. Playsr~characiaes killing othae playse-charsciors
is satouraged in this world, amd backstabbing abounds. Just
Vike Pip. The oaly thing that prevenis the jase from Being
norbid is thet al) pf this is intesdsd to be femny, %o
piayers find theaselves baing destroyed in 3 husorous
fashioy.

Still. this tatest foray into Alpha Coaplex has betn
cleansd up conziderably irom the rather cluiterwd first
aditioa. Skills arw aow om @ point sysism rather than the
infamnes "skill teese*. Characteristics are atl rolled on a
420 {which is, for those o} you who dide’t keow,
tweaty-sided dia), which can result in extresely hish resultis
ané wxireasly low ones in the sase character. In fact,
EVERYTHING is now resolved with a 420, This reduces the
mupber of extransous dice floating around. It‘s still very,
YERY sasy to qet killed, and gamemasiers ara sacouraged £o be
nastisr and wilder thin evar,

The sicent thing sbout the sacond editiom is dhat, ai
$12 tor the book version, it’'s chesper than the Ffirst editiae
was, (It can siso be obtejaed in & nore sxpiasive box fors,
byt that coses with an extrs filterhook and & diw, 0 it iz
nat neccessry}. The disadvastage is thet sveryihiag is aow
in onw book, saking dangercus peekiag 21! the sore ditfizelt
to detact snd prevent {and making treason assisr). Bek thep
pverything iy traitorous when viswed in the proper frase of
nixd, whirck is what paraaois is all sbovi. RATING (Qui Df
i0): B



BURPS is ons of the sicer aysiess 2n the sarket. You
can read oy general opinios oo the game in PENGUIN BIP
assuaing Staphen will priat it. OF course, in WY zine |
decide what Lo prist, so 1 will do & 1ittls more Da the
neuest supplesent, GURPS HORROR, with the caveat that you'll
get a ot sore out of it if you already have GURPS.

SURPS HORROR deals with the supsrwatural.
Player-characiers can now be hurted into the fray agaissi
nosstars, vaspires, werswolves, susbpiss, fungus creatures,
witches and warlocks, pssychotic killers who won’t stay dead,
snd ovas Things Nan Has Not Meast To Keow. Everything ia the
gears Can be saasd out, fron Frankesastisn sioriss to ihe

Iatest slashar pic. Thera's even a large viawing list at the

back for GNs. Anad thers is 3)E0 soBe quidance for using
sinplifind magic, addiag psionic powers, aad sven makimy
horror fumny.

Tha bigqast sddition covers six pages that should have
baen i» the gane o begin with. This is the saction ox

Fright. Characters who sse something horribls, dangerous, or

just plain icky (characters el exira points for being
squuanish) now have 1o roll agaiest their 18 to stay i
costrol. Cosswquences of missing the roll could rangs $roe
fainting to saining sows naw psychological disorders (in the
sxaaples provided, a cop sees » corpas in tha sarbage and

develops the Ddious Persoaal Habit of sverything having to be

spotiess before he’ll touch it.) “Look! The yiant space
virus is blotting out the suni”

The package also iaculdes seiting inforsstion for
Victorisa England, the Roaring ‘205, and the preami day.
Just in case you’rs curious. . .

This package is alsost worth getting BURPS for. But

then GURPE is a sood ganm anyway. If you alrsady have BURPS,
it‘s & boaus. {And, for tha huadrath tise, 1 don’t know WHAT

R Gurp is supposad to be!l RATING: 10 with GURPS, 6 without.
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Eivan the resurgence in the wspicaage genre (3ee THE
LIVING DAYLIBNTE in the sovie review section), ! had rather
higsh hopes fo the new edition of TOP SECRET. | used to play
the first edition when it was the oniy sodern-day RPG on the
market. Now the warket is very crowded with preseat-day
gases, and to stand oul from ths crowd takes some special
effort. Atas, in that regard TOP SECRET/S.1. is # cosplets
and viter faiture. My chief regret i8 that I had to pay for
ity I certainiy won't be getting much ese out of it.

This is a very clotiered qane. Wherss aost new ststeas
are going back to usiag oxe or two kinds of dice, TOP SECREY
uses types of dice there aren’t svea dice for.
Characteristics are rolied on a d60it), which is cbtained by
rolliag a decimal dir and 2 06 togsther and usiag the d6 as
the tens digit. And THEM you have to add 10, AND, oncw you
have rollad your tive characieristics, you add thes all up,
suktract the totzl from 27501}, and add the differeace to the
characteristics you rolled. THEN you have to do even sore
figuring and duild your character’s skills and disadvsatages
using a rather clensy skitls sysies that manages to be pretty
such iscosprehensible.

At1 of this wouid be forgivable if TDP SECRET/S.1.
provided sore inforsation on playing in this genre. But the
only iste]]ligence orqganizations outlined are fictional
crestions of TER. There are only statistics for ten
different pisiols {even DANGER INTERNATIDNAL has more than
that). There is sothing on special gadyetry. And cosbat is
resolved using & very difficell systes that wven I couldn’t
fathon. And to top it all off the game comes with a pul p-era
Iituminati novel that shows itself from the first to be in
rather questionadle taste.

Ny advice? Stay away from this gane a3 though it had
the plauge, because it probably does. RATING: ),



THE MOVIE/TV/WHATEVER COLUMM

As has been made quite clear in & few recent issuves of 2
faw zines, Jases Bond is back. Is he ever! Tisvthy Delton
hes excellient credentials 25 a» sctor: playing Shaksprire
caqtage opposile Vanvssa Redgrave, for starters. Semn
Coanery took the part of Jenes Bond amd vasd it to meke
hincelf sn actor. #eger Moore used it fo make himself into a
celbrity. For Daltor? Bond has given him instant scclaia
and » well-deserved rest fron the rigors of the artistic
litestyle ¢ia addition to a handsoms sum of acaey). We are
bdack in the driver’s seat, and soon on the edge of our seats.
Fer THE LIVING DAYLIEHTS, Dalton’s debut as 007, is one of
the most exciting movies 1 have watched In years. It has
everything 8 spy aovie coght io have, Including questions of
woral mwbiguity iBemd is, after a1}, & professions] killer
who happens to be employed by Her Majesiy’s gsovernamat), and
flot tuists from out of the hesdlines.

What is more, you am gemers are in on 3 Little secret
in-joke. Whitaker, the aras desier played by Joe Don Baker,
is # worgaser. Ao acid porireid of one, af that. Look st
bhitaker, see in him the one parson in the Hobby you sost
despise, and you will gt an exira paychic 1ift froa sesing
this wovie.

¥y total touaty Vibrary is sow ssrving the VIR
population with free checkout of sovies. This is wesdiess to
way quite popylar, 2ad the film departsent is wow a cetophany
of semi-ordanized chaos. They have many short $ilas froe
their cwn cotlection whith sre acl found fraquently. WHY NAN
EREATES atteapty io explain the crestive precens in 25
ninvies a3 well 23 coavey fo & hopefully yoong audience what
sort of thing creativity is.

The 1ibrary hax done well by me 5o far. For mxawple,
they have a decenl seluction of the filns of Akira Korosawa,
one of the great Japanese gasters. I still havan’t bwen able
to get hold of RAN, his Jatest and some would say most
pawerful creation, [Iwstead I have been scraening his earijer
clapsics, Tike THRONE OFf BLOOD iA sasurai version of the
MacBeth story), YOJINBD, and, most espacially, RASHANON, the
#11w which 1)#ted Xurosaws and the Japanese #ila coasunily to
the sifention of the »orld. These filas are oet on video,
but teie 2 gqood deal of Looking o find unless you too have a
Tibrary whick coltarts wuch oddities.

——




Eacugh of tket. 1 as able, thanks to the Lidrary, to
indulye another of ny sacrel pmasioss; Brand Operal Withix a
space of three days | scremsad Puccini’s rosantic LA BOHEME
and his firey TOSCA. You wani 2 villain? I give you
Scarpis, the sost black-hearted mackiavellan fiend to ever
exprass itself in a baritore voice.

Weil, that's aboui as far 2s I can allow ome coluan to
ranble, tharks auch.

S e et Y- B vt T 1k =

SUPERDIPPERS REPORT

BANK 10B FOILED

A baak robbery was foiled by the quick actica of the
silver speedsirsas kaown a5 the Dagger. Police ssy it took
all of a ninute for the spaadster to capturs the robbers,
including a parkicularly nasty character araed with 2 rifle
who thraatenwd destructios at the hand of » being “yreater
than you can imagine.”

The wewspapar reporis that the Dagger was last seen
thrity years ago, and spaculates that somsone may havae
inherited the Dagyer’s spesd powsrs.

At e sl ¢ e TR— =T T b -y

W? !  CONFLICT AT COLLEGE
1
]

A collage professor is aissing. Mr. Toad was

o isvestigating when he escoustarad a3 ssotioa-sanipulating

|; : villain who calle hinsalf Dr. Fiwx,

- The profasace was studiag gesstics and superpowers, aad
; a link betwewn the teo avents is suspacied.

THERE IS STILL TIME TO JOIN THE CANPAIGN. NEW
CHARACTERE ARE WELCOME.




THE POLL HOLE

This is the hole for the Poli. That sakes it a poil
hole. . .

The results of the Runestone Poll, the hobby’s asnual
self-examination (for whatever that's worthl, are ia., It's
enough to make you wonder why you’re readieg the zines your
reading; I don’t get any of the top three.

COSTAGUANA, Conrad von Metzke’s ziae, won the zias poll
this year by 2 good-sized margic. BLUNT INSTRUMENTS, a new
zine from Bruce Geyrk, finishad ascond with Alan Stewart’s
PRAXIS taking third ptace. The highest-rasking zines 1 get
are HOUSE OF LORDS (Eth) and THE CANADIAM DIFLONAT (8th),

This was & geod yssr for rookiass im the poll, Thers
war® four rookie zines io the top t5, whih is xot bed for the
nExcoasrs. Slae of then even trade with me. Ahaea.

KUTHGS wasn’t ox the ballot in 1587, but pulted thres
write-in voteas with a2 LOW sean score of 4.667. The scale is
1-10, with 10 being high. I take ii that ssans [ have soae
work to do. Let me kxow if you have any suggestions about
how the ziae can be inproved: I don’t promise to FOLLON aay
of thes, but 1t will be ussful to know,

Some inter#sting notes; Robert Sacks’ zine HANSARD
placed 67th out of 67. Sacks jn resporse doesa’t balive ix
polls, and he did get an exceltent rating as a 60 so
thouykt 1'd say sosething in his defense, or rather 1ot hin
do it. "I have no doubt that substantial voles were cast
a9ainst e by people who do not recieve sy zioe, o» politjcai
grounds.” He also told se "If you use the polls yowr quide.
not oaly will your zise be not up to modern graphics
staadards, it will probably be without redeening social
value,*

Some other notes: CATHY'S RAMBLINGS, ay persoaal
favorite zriae (basides my own), placed 14th. {TINE) LORDING
1T, wy Whoish subzine in LIFE OF MONTY, placed 17¢th out of 20
in the subzjae poll, indicating there may zot be as many
Whoies in the hobby as 1 thought for if thers are they‘re not
reading LIFE OF HONTY). Ii is also notabls that
high-circotation ¥ines sesm o place heavily over

——

low-circulation 2inws; the Runestone uses & prafarence __.~~‘“"¢‘m
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sutriy, which say waight the results a 1ittla bit. Cathy hes
s 1ot of readers, PAady Lischett, who dowsn’t evem publish @
ziaw, won the O poll. And the Diplosacy Miince Aqeinst
Cancer ralsed more bhan $1400 for the Aserices Lancer fociety
on 441 Runestone ballotss probably the best thing to cone out

of this whole exercise.
$o [ kake the poll seriously? Con one take MYTHING in
it can tetl us exactly

this hobby seriousiy? I dow’t think
Mothing can do that

vhat the best zive in the hobby is.
excapt the prefresce of the reader. kit the poll dees tell
us is what a yood proportion of the readers in this hobby

peafers which is as yond M indicator 2a we arw Lilnly fo
qet.
Put I wouldn’t Lat the poll dictate wr reading if T warn

you, becsuse you'é them be sissing out on all the little
$ullows who Nave done so much for this hobby. . »

A FEW FINAL WORDS

Look. [ have this awé
1ast article. Whet con | l::' Ii::u::?ﬁ "HILE space sfter the

I could say thet |
But you know that ilnu: ot you a1t to cose back mest issve.

I could sy sosethd
»y thoroughly Inc *
St P;:'m?-. TRIBK shout that fon o meserte T ooed 1o
question “:ﬁ.:”':"; 20 that becems = ht;rlli:" *
. used to 41

w Cosact restly deternine tﬂ't"“ :thlr yettions to which
oo ko 411 b wite lots and lots of
sitho ¢ theoy t-provoking letters. Dot th

% wapties (tsalf as it i, "

So I thisk I'N
rert jssur. See you '{:::,'“d you 3 hearty sdiww until the
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Michael Hopcroft
2190 W, Burnside #10B
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