/f was thinking about writing this movie about & gt{nzampiro called Dragula
& but the Natioml‘!_.__a%m_;_n beat me to the title, so tead I turned to &
° caper film about an Austrian Bank Robber - = who does the Vieuunese Vaults,
but I couldn't get there for local writing, so I guess 1'1l just waste
my time and put out another issue of . . . N

Ah yes, fools. This is the very
last Spring issue of FLATYPUS PIE
that you will ever see. It {s short ,
and is being done on another t citer \
because other one had a conflict
with the laws of gravity. This tine
we talk about ratings, and thats it,
escept for the orxange series. Its
pretty duil, actual g and if I were
you I'd chuck this ¢ ins right away
without bothering to open it. If, on
the othex hand, you sre interested in
1971EH (The Winner's Game in Spring
1907), 1972AR (The Newcomer's Game in

ipringi 1902 ng): | 1?‘72313, (‘!g: Open Game
n , ) then you have my per-
misfgonnge punish youig:lf a lzt.{f

more. Turn the page.

N

) ' A I”eyf;f.;b?c | Resu It

F‘ZE\BRL!.HRY 19, 1973
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This is PLATYPUS PIE #20, a journal of Postal Diplomacy. It

has no games open now or ever at a fee of $19. Diplomacy is a
board game invented by Allan Calhamer, and publﬁﬁ&'ﬁ—&mcs
Research, Inc; Boston, Mass. '

THE EDITOR: Brenton Ver Ploef; 520 Parker Ave., #202; San
Francisco, CA 94118. Phone: (415) 668-9218. Deadlines are
now noon on Mondays, and I'm usually home during the day. Late
woves, however, should be called in if at all possible on Sun-
day evenings before the dealine. I call collect if no moves
are in., If all else fails, we go to the...

REPLACEMENT ROSTER: 1971EH (1) Doug Beyerlein (2) Len
Lakofka; 1972AR (1) Paul Bond (2) Jan Le Pire (3) Dick
'{;ﬁk (4) Steven Soong; 1972BT (1) Azxn Vagts (2) Chris

THE ROSTER: Add Dick Swies, of Chicago Illimois. I don't
havertrtuvaddress here, but this section reminds me to send him
one vhen I get home. 1I'll include it next issue. He's a sub.

COSTS: No subscriptions allowed, unless you didn't know

_that I'm going out of iness very soon. - — - -

ADDITIONAL ANNOUNCEMENT

. As is patently obvious to anyone familiar with my usual
typewriter (see later in this issue), this is different. Reason:
gular typewriter was broken dur a wild party at my apart-
. 488t Thursday, and I have to tﬁn this at school on the law
journal machine. This means that this issue will be only eight
gng:i {maybe six?) and, unfortunately, that time will delay us all:
usua

e to meil this out on Wednesday morning, a day later than
and two days later than the accelerated schedule that I
bave been adhering to recently. So, if its here a day lute, its
not the post office's fault.
19718 MUSICAL CBAIRS LIVEN UP THE IBERIAN! SPRING 1907
BIRSAN & WARD EXCHANGE CENTERS
VAGTS GOES ONE WAY ONLY--WEST!

AUSTRIA (Ward): A Con-Bul; A Bud-Ser; A Vie-Tyr; A Tri-Ven;
, F Smy-Aeg; A Sil-Ber; A ¥un S A Sil-Ber |dislodged to
Boh, 841, oxOPB}. - - - - '

ENGLAND (Buchanan): F StP(SC) H; A Nwy S F StP; F Den U (H);
A Bol U (H); A Swe U éll)' A Edi-Yor; F Liv-Iri; F Lon-
Eng; A Mar-Gas; F Spa(SC)-Mar; A Bur S ¥ Spa-Mar; F_Por-
s ) SC H P mf“'w.so .

GERMANY san): A Ber-Mun; A Kie § A Ber-Mun,

TTALY Vagts): F Ion-Tyx; F Tun-NAf; F Wes-Spa(SC); A Pie-Mar;
P Lyo S F Wes-Spa(SC). _

RUSSIA (Bﬁu'k): A Ank-Sev; F Bla C A Ank-Sev; A War-Pru;

' A "stPo"" \

DEAILINE FOR FALL 1907 MOVES, TOGETHER WITH AUTUMN 1907 RE-
TREAT, 1is MONDAY, MARCH 12th, 1973. There is some press in
this gane, %\:Q%l T'm afrald I left it at home. I'll print it next
time, Bob, but for now you'd better apprise them all yourself.

'i’hc Munich/Berlin battle is interesting., See 1971 Rules,
exanple #9, for an analagous situation. Jeff Key once indicated

to me that he would rule otherwise, I think. The rules, though,
are clear.
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. 197248 GERMANS MARCH INTO VIENNA; ARMY FALLS ... SPRING 1906

TURKEY SEIZES BULGARIA--SURFRISE _—

Ans'mm (o* Regan) A Ple-Mar; A Ser-Tri; A Bud ‘8§ A v
.. S A Bud; [A mnded]; F Bul g
Cre TAW orders].

¢ K Vie
- to

y'g’n, ST

 FRANCE (Winter): F Spa(SC)-Lyo; F Tun H; F BAF SF¥ 'rnn. ?r Wes S

z gpa-lézo, F Mid S F Wes; A Mar-Pie; A Bur m, gg_.-nur,
. rﬂ- ‘e |
,cmm (Hall): A Tyr~v1&,‘ A Mm:w‘l‘inrt A Kie-Hnu ‘A Hol-Kie;

- ¥ Nch C (ENGLISH Ghost A H]; (Nahl} Support

.. . {TURKSIH ¥ Bla) [No F nau, %"(ﬂ)‘ ,

: -ITALY,; « (Parasoms): . ‘A rn»v«., F 8uy H' ‘ ~W dislodged to

. Tus JAW: orderx} :
Russm (W)z <. A Rum-
: ~, ‘ld Bkt‘}ﬁ‘? .
: , S ¢ .s.’unum : ‘
i Mune £or ran»»woe «Mczves u’hue ‘1‘:‘:&1&63 condﬁioml ad-

jwment orders) is IOOH MONDAY HARCR 121‘
There. is no ,press. At '

e é .fll to me,
: :rhaew” L:baven't brought the noubook along w If there

k 18» l spall print it anext time; . IR AHEADS
‘. ”!g—.Qu--—-a-dﬁ‘nﬁ“—-‘—---n--p ¥ - > _. . ‘L‘----‘- .......
. ‘ g,,_;u\

Aus'.rnuu«-wssm STAND OFF IN Ammv” :

HEL'BE-SKE.TE OOMIGT IN scamﬁéggw wio

-&

f.fff.‘ wsnu (Mc(:a.ntn) P Tri-Adr; F. sr-Ag; A ming L3 lﬁn 3 A Rub;

Ven; A
B ERBLAND %Y!&—En !%oo s-«-Osmnson) F Skl 33 l!i-tbﬁ“ F Edi-

B m—m- ..8tP B {disbanded); ‘¥ Lon-Meh; A Yor H.
(noem;g), ¥ Lyo-TyE: ¥ Rom S F Lyo- r3ATud Ven;
~<{hm-a&yo. nwm ‘.!}ﬂ.d-ﬁu, A 3.1 ARG

b LEer noboo

¥ e ST S
LWipson):: g -&ﬂ“% M-SCP.
dv S A A m'g 7241 S A Ber-Kie;

. S A w-xu id;lslodsod to svn, }p ¥ Bla wishes it

e %1} orx:. As !'u,kprﬁ! (l!) o ’*f*zﬂ’a i{f BE
. = ooy b omsdne Ty RTINS & v

’ Tbc layeta are sutioury as far as I know. Deadline for
} Falll %9 mvu (lec includc condir.!.onal W) ‘18 NOON,
. MONDAY, M TH, 1973. . s

e SR B , S of bebhao
mnooa—~n‘-ha,-:o--?nag--_u-qnp~-¢---- - oo e 2> 0 omn ane ok nu---c-—&-**&”-‘- -------
© o ASEDI SRS pon msmE: oo

B -Or" ; :L:.x_'E g{f“‘ -

G ui: . HoW IO WRITE AN INCREDIBLE LINE: R

(o i"y l

"Iqm , ;gg after the cease-fire the two South Vistnamese
ieve national concord and reconciliation; end hat-

. Ted and" somity; probibit all acts of reprisal and @iscrimination

t individuals or organizations that have collaborated with

“one 81¢ .or the other; ensure the demeocratic liberties of the

g:ﬂplﬂ"‘P“”"l freedom, freedom of speech, fresdom of the press,

eedon of meeting, freedom of organiuti.on, -freeiiots of political

activitiuooori t to property ownershi right to free enter-
prise.' [Axt lzggf thepv:tgtnm}; Jeace Acgc'nrd igh
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R TIONS ON THE END OF PPee ' ~

I started publishing PLATYPUS PIE on the day I bought a
ditto, probably out of the desire to avoid wasting a $200 in-
vestments In retrospect, I wonder whatever motivated me to pur=
chase the evil machine in the first place. Many hours have gone
into the magazine that might have been fruitfully spent elsewhere.
Maybe it was the fact that I always wanted to see a magazine that
-was even more wierd than those on the market, but I didn't really
do anything I wanted to. Projects, hopefully to analyze completed
games data to see how X player did overall, died on the vine; that
probably due to the fact that the TERMINUS project seems to wear
peaple down, and the records never became availiable, Articles on
good play are all very fine, but they reach limits, I think.

The tactics, of course, take very little time to digest. There!
are any number of excellent articles telling you how to fight in
general terms, and numerous contributions discussing the strategic/
tactical positions of all the countries individually. These cone
tribute, I believe, to sound plad Pecsuss they hopefully decrease
the percentage of strange errors and intentionally bisgarre tactics.
(Not entirely, natchw-Conrad will hopefully be with us always).

But once you've covered it, I believe you have it. The game is
not technically intriate, as chess is, and future generations of
tactical articles will probably contribute less and lessweif ;-~ ' -i- =
2~ anything at alle-to the literature. All that remains, I think,
is nevertheless substantial. What tactics, for instance, have been
employed by Eller, Beshara and Beyerlein (the top players in last
issues'"Averaged Calhamer" Listing, and used for illustrative pur-
poses only) in their games? What paths did they follow to victory?
Perhaps just as important--what combination of events and tactics
sent them to a loss? » :

Now fo :some extent, this bemefits players who are encountering
these players in other games. Knowing what Birsan did in 1971BC
is pratty easy, because it was widely circulated; knowing what
Monte Zelasny did to obtain win # 3, however, is generally quite
far from the general knowledge, There is a larger sense, though,
than the mere players involved. We have sald all that can be said
about ‘tactics and strategy in general terms, although the end of
such articles 4is probably years away. Isn't it time to study games
as &llustrations of such generalized material. What happens in 1903
to countries that use X famous opening? To the same country that
enmploys Y instead? Wwhat countries start to go out in the middle
game when the cholces are equal, and what influences that path?

All these questions are questions that PLATYPUS PIE was once
intended to answer, but I know now that such desjires were futile.
Had all the center charts from all games been sitting on my desk the
entire time, I would never have had the opportunity to prepare the
articles, or even to do the research. Moreover, I probably would
not have been pleased with the result because the t input would
have had to be so minimal. ,

- For exanmple, I once set out in these pages to provide a serles
of articles which I hoped would portray my viewpoint on how to run
negotiations, and stopped only after I read my gemz.,.and discovered
that they were junk, not at all presenting the thoughts that I wished
to present. ' Its not possible, however, to write ANY article first,
because time demands that PP be composed on dittoes from the start.
Thus, editing was out.
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Some of you may remember that stage of the PIE. I would
ramble for a while, but mostly, I was just satisfying my stoned
minde~if anything was learned, it was because it was already known
intrinsically, E ventually, I evolved more into the format that
now ‘pollutes the national Post Office system, and its here that PP
© will“stay, ,;g goes into this, its final game year of operation.
© _ 'The last page contained a brief shot at one of the things that
I wanted fo do, but there were others along-that line and others.
Perhaps sameday the "book" will contain illusttativg games, but
until theg we'll have to continue saying something that even games

diagra wwf 8tep by step will not change~-the only thing. you can
teach about playing thia game 1s that you can't ﬁeacn anything,
its there or it isntt

. Then too, the. format bethered me. Why should I try to get all
this done when we're already so. damned hercena
reticent to get into it, because by then my..

off considerably, and I was, spending less angulq g,,w on the game.
‘ S0, 15 months gone by, or willuq¥§; ;n"‘” @ ) ~regular
publication. Maybe I could paraphras pﬁrasﬁ y saying that

‘the only thing I learned about running a Diplomacy magazine is that
you can't ow how foolish it is until you try 1t. Believe me, there
is a chance that you won't like it. PEYT

. This isn't all to S8Y, homgr’ iat ;'m ';ai{&id ’-to If I'ad
h the extra tima, I probably wouldn*t hayg.” died with it anyway.
f% been an interesting experience, and I ok: X have been fortunate
enough to get dedicated players who are willin £o ;gtdck with me if
I do them the courtesy of getting the maggg%nq;eutg '
Keéy was dropped only when he was: totally ed,. and everyone else
has been prompt--I think the games have only had a single missed
move throughout. Thanks for that, at any rat&tggnﬁh& ao -want you all
to know that I've appreciated it. e

e

The time has come when I am finally‘seire!ng 0
concepts like "where the Hell should I work?h: “:h*ﬁbnnn . of jaded
bliss like that I:can but answer: San Francisco. S

I've alluded to my preferante for this City 1"+ on numerous
instances, and it gets truer every day. At first, it just seemed
like thil would be a nice place to go to & 3y and it is.

There is, however, more. Not only does San Francisco contain sc many
of us Commie~Pinkoes that we comprvise the majarity around here, but
so much goes ON here, both legally and in geﬂewdnc “Out on Ocean
Beach the other night was a new @artistic ¢ ity @ Plano-burning;
(Avante Garde, wouldn*t you say?) the artists ‘huriy ¥wo &sbestos-
wrapped microphones inside an uptight piano, and:PLeCit’'at the bot-
tom. The sound was amplified 500 times or sonftY é&i&n that and
broadcast up and down the beach'on some y Tar akers., It must
be noted, however, that some a-artistic heretics ' p¥esent: some
people roasted marshmallows over the piano as it burned.

A burning piano, by eha way, tdundsgﬁwd%&}..aaﬁit can I say but
nfar out:"

‘Legally, theres been some interest. This semoater I have a
clinical class called Persohel Injury Litigation, taught by a local
attorney who is truly phenomenal. One of the requirements is that
the stu 8 attend 20 'hours- ‘of court, 'in one of four or five desig-
nated pérsondl injury cases. So, I was lucky snough-to“watch a cpoupls
of legal firsts: An award of $10,500 against the City and the police
officer involved for injuries 1nf11eted in anti-riot procedures, and,
with ‘& bigger pay scale, the record $4,000,000 recovery for Kelly
Niles.  Thats at 40% contingency fee, "folKs. :
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THE RATINGS -- I (BPP)

. The rating lists are coming out fest and furious these days,
and, since I only have two more issues of the PIE to put out in
terms of a regular schedule, I will continue with my pledge to
publish them all. Recently, however, Len Lakofka has undertaken
approximately the same endeavor in LIASONS DANGEREUSES. In short,
this idiocy will be contimued after I quit, and in the pages of
a magazine whose circulation is conaida:abiy larger than this.
Len's magazine, by the way, has recently moved onto my personal
rec ed list, and I urge those of you who do not now to pat-
ronize liu.mo At least if you are interested in rating lists and/
or tactics. ,

Meanwhile, The latest Beyerlein Player Poll is out, and the
level of response was staggering! Ho less tham 44 replies were
received, which is quite some accomplishment as measured against
the past results. The large turnmout meant that, for the first time,

Doug went to thres bosrds. . . o

4

FIRST BOARD OTAL PTS  # OF BALLOTS _FIRST VOTES
1. Edi Birsan 461 31 S 10
2. Crazy Dutchman 379 26 8
3. Doug Beyerlein 339 30 -
4. Len Lakofka 256 ‘ 26 1
5. Walt Buchanan 222 23 1
6. Andy Phillips 222 27 3
7. :L:oumlu 216 17 2
SECOND “BOARD ’
.. 8oz Johux ‘Smythe 199 20 -
9, Conrad,”irgg Metzke 168 21 1
10. Lewis :‘Pulsipher 119 17 -
11 . Mike Bocamora 118 12 2
12, Rick Brooks 115 14 : 1l
13. Gene Prosnitz 88 15 o -
+ 14, Hal Naus 82 12 e o0 -
15, John Beshara 76 1 1
16, Charles Reinsel 69(%) 7 1
17. Mark Wiedmark 62 6 2
18. Randy Bytwerk . 62 6 -
30, Aen. Vas t : :
a ;. C‘ts -
21. Chales Miller 44 3 i
21, Chiec HBilliker 44 | 4 . -
'Doug's mext poll will be in Autumn, and will be distributed
through participating megazines. R
R DO YOU BELIEVE THIS? o
. (itmm in Herd Caen, S.F. Chronicle): "Supposed to have hap-

p';nad.f;g{- Jennifer W, at a MeDona d s1 ursmlgazr R‘d":uood City.
“Forgive me for star this el womay ‘to or t you
lookggo. much like iﬁt’xghtero sbgsydsad, Oh, tha lsad,'re-
lied Jennifer., "Please do me a favor," the women went on. "When
leave, call out 'Bye, Mom'!" Of course, agread Jemnifer, feel-
ing a bit silly but complying. When Jennifer started out, a few
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minutes ht.ct, the attendant said "That’ll be 64.65 «-= your bur-
sal.' and Coke and the things your mother left \d.th.

my, I ukatbc story. L _‘ o

o | miiywuton ot Len's 5&- :Ln necomp ; 3

. 1229
9, Tretick 18 19.48 - 27
10. m« Sy %& o 37..45 49

16.80 . 38
12. Tom Ellex ;

Jaum."p-::u”mc is 'nmutm“c
from Lenard. Ijutpg}.ut;wh:':‘ ;o-.

- ’ - - 4 ow on u

BOD WALKER mml'. Illimois: If Jobn Saytbc believes that
W ::lcniitmoi.: s l.uelp‘iccf:uu ¢ then bhe has never

o H the I n in vhich the stuff
_’_”\ ’*uxumm’ only way

1 rebily nech mot be 'fdb“gf'mi“ﬂ"m,“ Well? one
800,
md bluobuziu (ubieh, I uhit, 1 do, in muffine : they are s
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»

seasonal crop and likely to be expensive even wh-n thq are in s
season. Oranges, on the other hand, grow all year around, where
they will grow at all, and grow supez' 1y wel]. hag. juic TZ
ﬂavorful and delicious and oh-so ymy ifornia, e
color is a delight to the eye, in coatrut to the dark,

Grab Golore of certain other fruit (1.e., blusberries).
; HAL HAUS, Chula Vista,. Mifomia' In answer to the Walker
 and voh }letz’za letters about the "Fag" convention in the Rest
Roons of National City.

irst of all the loeatiom is wrong, it actually happened in
the "Mamorial Park"” rest room in Chula V sta and the number was
29 not 39. I em sure if would the Chula Vista
STAR NEWS they would enlig uyouonthacnbjocc since to them
it was front page news inclncung all the nanes ml’l addresses of
thq s and as as they could get.

':tu was | hey were caught §I'm just follmdag— orders, Captain ],
bm:etha ieewereh : mamnwmm:nkzog
p&e;nru c:E g .oshe hit nnf of thextime, that was

aad over- agai on the 1 DJ stations, was Frankie
Laine & "Blowiug wild. "™

National City has one of the largest City Rest Rooms in
Southern California, while Chila Vista's is adeguste £6r the needs,
and .gqven to this day this ﬂ;ueeity ishounaztb- ouy of Parks

ond 688 .

Vista Chember of Commerce))

.&(Tune in next time fo: amhct fine -ulgcfﬁn- tho Chula

2 7kI'm unimpressed. One in eisht pooplc um mw mAy
be a& welfare, One in sevem, bow i are gay. I have no infom-—

tion on whether the mmbers are mtua ly exclusive].

The following was the cower on STAB #59:

e O
o B R |
gae b BRI

L anel o
nwe// Jol‘ln we v X ﬂ{g{:%; ;
survived '/Ae c/:scu.r::o« ‘ o e 1
of oranges in This I\ vhmad
Di,o/ow\a c)/ mang*:ngl ! \j__ | vprilmﬂ r
but we may not be .’ i
Juce ky’ withe The Cca*rovaay np
ver the Jomesexuals in ‘fhg
o 4i of C’,‘f Park rp.'d‘ recws,
Ua 1o \y rans avén + ~ }}) B
T mean, :D'P/amac ]
ruOr 3108
Jevested ¥ sexual pe
(¥7] |
| 30

Br"!

-glotus interruptus- (yeé?)

.IM ihfﬁﬂu /oare”
rﬁﬁa!“ésiﬁﬁge°




