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HOVEMDER 22, 1975

THE POCKET ARMENIAN

NUMBER 24

(1) CANADIAN POSTAL STRIKE FORCES INTERIM PROCEDURE FOR TPA

From rumors I've heard, the present Cenadian. strike could last as long as through
next March. While the strike goes cn, I have quite a few games that will be delayed.

The net effect of it 1s that I lose a good deal of money (even more than now). To help
keep my losses down, T am doing the following:

FROM NOW UNTIL WIENEWER THE STRIKE EWDS, ALL GAMES WITHOUT CANADIAN PLAYERS WILL
LT RUN IN NEWSLETTERS CR BY CARBON COFY. ALL GAMES WITH CANADIAN PLAYERS ARE SUSFENDED
JWTIL THE STRIKE IS5 OVER.

TPA as 1t currently exists will not appear. However, every L-6 weeks I will put out
zn article issue, probably 1824 pages, all articles and press. You CAN write press,
:refore, and gend it in to me. These article-issues will go out to subbers, traders,
players-~-everyone--by third class mail., Subbers and traders will ONLY receive thesc
lssues. '

The Tirst article ilssue will be put oul sometime a week or so before Christmes,
unlegs the Canadian strike ends sooner. I womnld appreciate your giving me any infermaticn
you might have as time goes on abcout the strike.

A1l Canadian player, subber, and trader issues will be held over and mailed when

the strike ends
the gtrike ends. | ‘ Tﬁﬁf‘thmakf
(2) DEADLINE FOR PAl, PA3, PAl, and ACGev is Thursday, December 1¥ =t 9:00 pu.
/
NoT 3!

(3} THE CAMEMASTERS :
Sentt Rosenberg, 182-31 Radnor Rd, Jamaica NY 11432 212-969-3555  1974GU  1973IC
Metthew Diller, 8507 Avon Street, Jamalca,NY 11L32 212-aX7-8846  197WFM 19758  AGev
David Parlow, 107 Gledwin Avenue, leonia, NJ 07605 201-9h7-88L0  197LGH 197LID

~ (4) EVEREST is the newest 'zine devoted exclusively to ratings. Offset printed by
Tetar Berggren, Davistown Schoolhouse RA, Orford NH 03777, this is an absolute must

0 auyone interested in ratings--it containg ratings lists, articles, & a new system,

"TOFS--a combination of all other systems. Subs are 50¢/issue. Good.
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./ THE POCKET ARMENIAN MEMBER 1D&4, DNYMEA EDITORS: Scott Rosenberg ™,
Scott Rosenberg Circulation 10Cish- Greg Costikyan )
182-31 Radnor R4 CHOAM PUBL.  #45 Matthew Diller
Jampica NY 11432 GUSTIK FUBL, 997777 David Derlow

. Adam Xasanof

TiE PCCKET ARMENIAN is & Jjournal of postal Diplomacy and scme other oddities
that are occasionally read by the few peopde out there who may be interested in what
ig printed. Subs are 8/$2, 9/$2 to IDA members. Published tri-weekly and normally
runs 12 pages arn issue. There are no gome openings. We welcome conbributions,
oying two free issues for less than and up to a pege, and four free issues for
wore. Dock issucs are available: inguire for detalils. Permisgicn ils hereby granted
Lo everyone Lo reprint anything as long as (10 credit is given; (2) a copy sent to
us; and (3) 1f it is not by one of the editors plecse get the author 's consent too.
TP4 is o division of CHOAM Publications, which is the fictitious corporate entity

\\\that exists solely in the mad mind of Scott Rosenberg, its director, for hig amusemen§;/

LAST MINUTE FIASH!I!! MIMEO DUDS OUT! My mimeo has temporarily dudded out, so this
issue will be run off by Oreg Costikyan. If you have any complaints about the print

quallity, please direct them at him. Because of the delay this entails, deadlingﬁ%ﬂ b Fkif
- ST e L‘.;
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LITSCELLANEGUS GOODIES PAGE-~-CUICKIES

PUFFEIMASTER AND DRAG GUEEN
Being an account of the generally agreed upon facts regarding the Walker-Beshara Feud

by Greg Costikyan '

Matt Diller received the following note. It seems Richard Kovalcik, who gave up
DIt ing EXPONENT about five moaths ago, Is still handling the bookkeeping!
10/16/75
Mot il mw

You must resubscribe to THE EXPONENT or you will be removed from all games

/s/ Richard Kovalcik Jr.

.

TAk VALUE OF NOT BUILDING ANYTHING

By Greg Costikyan
D have seen many people build many upits in my one year of playing postal Diplomacy.
Delbdom vere they satisfied by this accomplishment. T once saw someone build fleet Iondon.

tuilding units is no fun at all. It is hard to write funny orders like "F Spain to Madrid”
Ly o uwinter season.

Mot building pleces has an important tactical use. You can baffle your enemies and allies
slise by forgetting To send 17 winter orders. Your oppodedts Tend to plad théeir moves
wivh, the assumption thet you will bother to get bullds in--so de your allies. Think of
bac great confusion you can causc them by not tuilding anything! They will never expect

¢ gnernry manelwer like Lhat.

Dree you have built 2 unit you may never btuild it again, and someday you may even have to
¢ 3%, which con be very painful. If you never build any units, the number of units
you will eventually have to remove is greatly reduced.

Vs mich easier not to bulld pieces than to builld them., Also, after not building
wleces, it's mach easier to write orderg--you have that many fewer units to order. Tou
cei bale bhe 10¢ you would have wasted mailing in builds and spend it on something more
biterzsting like & plece of string or & thimble.

II' you don't build anything, no one can accuse you of gtabbing him, and your ally can't
caonnlain that you made the wrong buildt., Well-kpown player Cary Fulbright once said,
uild pieces?  Why, vhatever for?" .

. bullding picces is a ugetful and little-used alternative to building pleces; 1t is,
nowever, the only alternative. Tt is gaining ever-increasing acceptance because more apd
more players are vealizing its value--the biggest new group to follow this phileosophy on
snne 1s the Cancdian players, who have embarked not only on a strategy of not building
anything, but alse of not orderiong anything. Next issue we will report more fully on this

A docltrine of pRssive resistance., ) i
(reprinted from CATR PARAVEL #4)
: Cilp and mai} to Rad Wa%ﬁe?, 1273 Qﬁest Drivf, Enciq%tasJ{Cﬁ’9EO%ﬂ j A i{

Yes, I too feel that Richard Kovalelk, Jr., is the Biggest Besh-Puppct of the Year.

/S/ slgnature

name -- please print
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RICHARD KOVALCIK:

-

\\-.

By Gil Neiger

{Author's Note: The theme of this article was suggested by Scott Rosenberg; after the
approjpriate resgearech vas undertaken by the author, sufficlent material for an expose was
nssembled. )

Richard Kovalcik, Jr., is an agent of Walk. Tn plein language this means tnat he is a
nuppet of Rod Walker 's Evil Diabolical Conspiracy to Take Over New York. This statement
will no doubt sheek many of you, who were uader the impression that he was, if anything, a
Zeshpuppet. The factg prove otherwige:

Richard Kovaleik hates science fiction. As any New Yorker knous, almost every prominent
peshpuppet loves Scilfii. Ray Heuer is known for his constant attendance of sf cons; Bob
Livton 1s known for his massive st collection; and John Beardman, founder of Postal Diplomacy
(although Kovalcik and his conspiracy would have you believe it vas someone else) hag hosted
mor= Lunarians' meetings (the Lunarians are a New York science fiction society) than anyoue
zlge T know.

Ihere 1s a general comeradery between major beshpuppets amd their toads. However,
every other major RBeshpuppet in New York City hates Richard Kovalcik. This could be because
everybody hates Richard Kovaleik. But even Ray lleuer, prominent New York Beshpuppst (ard
cceasional beshservant) has been known to describe Richard Kovaleik as "...dud...." His
former. megazine is now known as The Dudponent, and hig name is rapidly being converted, by
beshpuppet and aonbeshpuppet alike, to "Kovaldud” (Bob Llpton, another high-ranking New York
vesnpuppet, has gone so far as to shorten this to "dud"). _

Have you ever seen Richard Kovalecik and John Reshara talking together amiably? {((Have
you ever seen anyone and John Beshara talking together amiably??)) I should think not. Even
I heve only seen them together once, and 1in that instance, Besh wag whining the way he does
to "Schizmatics™ and Kovaidud was using the same illogicel argumeats he uses on normal people.
(Tt.ey then went into Beshara's room, locked the door, and stayed inside for half an hour,
surLosedly looking ot Joha's old Diplomacy set.))

But why ls Richard Kovaleik a Welk puppet, and not Jjust a nonbeshpuppet? Have you ever
aoticed that Richard Kovalcik will call you up one night, and yak on the phone for three hours,
giving you the same arguments that Besh gave you the night before (before you hung up cn each
of them respectively)? If "Dud” is not & beshpuppet (as we have already ascertained), then
where does he get his infermation, before Besh makes an "Official TDA Press Release?" Vell,
vwho bs more familizr with all of Besh's arguments than Walk himself? Who but he would know
bhen instinetively?%7

Also, many Hew Yorkers noted a pleasant period this summer, when Richard Xovalcik was
He had told everyone that he was going to "Tobyhanna, PA," but did anyone ever reoch
re? Hzg apyone ever heard of Tobyhanna, PA? And did you notice that he had this
syacinl stationery made up with his Tobyhanna addregs on it? And did you also notice that
chiis nddress wes written with Rod Walker's typewriter? And, most. importantly, did you
notic= that when 'Dud! came back from 'Tobyhanna', he had a southern Califoralan accent???

The major guestion that many of you are no doubt asking is "Why?" Not, "Why would
Koveldud do anything so stupid?’; he's known for it. But "Why is Walk doing it? What does
he get?" The answer 1s saddeningly clear. Think back, to the days when Richard Kovaleik
was but anh evil gleam in Dovid Gledstein's eye. Do you remember that then we New York Con-
spirecy people were against any organization at wll? The only reason we all joined IDA was
that we felt it had potentiai({and Tud told us to). . But theough the strong efforts of
Fchard Kovalelk, clmost the entire New York Conspiracy has become foanatically pro-IDA and
even more anti-TDA than ever before. :

(Continued oh pag&‘ﬁfxv}
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- “VERKEANDELN by Lewis Pulsipher
yvoriants, IDA, DVC, and MNC | ‘ k

I regret having to be disagreeable in this column. Unfortunately, repeated inaccurate
statemeints concerning some aspects of variants have appeared in print. T hoped that the
wilfieulty would pass, but the latest statements by Robert Sacks beg for a reply. They arc
geacrally inaccurate at best and downright untrue at worst, sc I will attempt to clarify
tie variant organization situation here. All quotes zre from Lord of Hosts #7, page 2,

I Beptember 19795, Published by Sacks.

First, the pew IDA Variant Committee is not intended in any sense "to rival DVC" (Di-
clomscy Variaot Commission). The DVC itself was at one time the IDA Variant Committee, but

1% .zs been transformed from a group intended to advise IDA into a group which, apparently,
i "atended te include all active variant service persons and to fegulate all V“”lﬂat
» vLT1es ctier. than actual play of gomes.

- confess that T am not actually sure vhat the DVC is intended to do, though I have
boai a member from its incepticn {and in fact, I am the only member of the Orlélﬂu1.3 —[a
LA Terlant Commlttee still servipg in what is now DVC, though there are still many: who
juiied the IDA committee later ). The new IDA Veriant Commititee is intended to advi “g iDA

| vhat IDA ought to do with regard to variants. Tt will include only 1/3 to % &s meny
wierg as DVC so that deliberaticns can be carried out more conveniently and rﬁplduf, Leids
iecls aavicemore or less immediately in some cases. The committee will be able to consider
glel bhorny questions as to what extend and how IDA cught to subsidize variants. Thoe DUC
in a0 a0 position to de this, and in fact, this year the organization that becamc DVC has
ters 1ittle more than a drain on the DA tzeasury.

+ is not true that IDA has "gepnerally" declined to consider reguests on variamnt
iwiness. . The.Council decided to vote on one bill rather than on half a dozen or more

uur.itted by Sacks. The only thing it has refused to dd is to consider w1thout altetaticn
sooes Bi1l sugpested by Sacks. i

The TDA hae #ot -in any-wey-abtempted “to outlew Intimete Diplemacy:" ({Indeed, TP4 g

viiing 2ogame of it.)) Acting well within ibs authority (after all, it is IDA's moncy ),

DA Councill ceopngidered a bill to limit its subsidy of the Miller Number Custodian to
toin types of variants. The MNC ig completely free to assign aumbers to any game ho
coese It was felt by some Council members thnat a 30¢ per gome subsidy was not Justiffied

oo two-player goame (especiamlly when 18 gamec were run in cne 'zine (all later aboidonod)
--tint s $5-6 for almost nothing).

Sucks blames IDA for not printing his response to letters about DVC in IDA's 'zin.
CoP OMACY REVIEW. While 1t i1s IDA's prerogative to print what it wishes, thet does not

into the guestion. Gil Weiger is the IDA editor ({or so it seems)), and his actloc
iz respongibility, not IDA's. I personmally wish the response(s) had been privied. Sious
cooappesd to the TDA Council to force printing (he has not thus far).

DA 15 aceuscd of "discouraging postel play of variants outside of North America.” This

e rently stems from an Act passed by the IDA Council stating that the MN subsidy will oc
lorth Americon games only at this time. This was pessed becausc the Buropean MEC nev.r

il d for, and apparently did oot want, o subsidy. If he does, he will get it, I om suwr.e--
“.ct, therc is a Bill before the Council now stating exactly that. The accusabticn i
- bused on the assumption that, by not subsidizing MN assigament, IDA is discoursging
i1 play of variznts. This is clearly not the case. I have yot to discover ovidonce,
‘iprl or a posteriori, supporting the notion that a postal variant might not be played
»use it does not have a number. And even if this were true, could it be stated thot o
srin in Burepe would not get an MN because there was no MN subgidy? HNo.

Socks has accused IDA of trying "to disrupt VORS" (Variant Orphon Reacue Scrvice, sot
up by Rey Heuer and supported by DVC). - In fact, IDA established en Orphan Variont Games
Frolfect when, according te Edl Birsan, ng Heuer asked for monctary support from IDA. Io
f20n, Birsan stoeted that the IDA prodect was set up at the roguest of Sacks and Heuer,
Liolgil I do not know if this is true. At any rate, the orphan situation is Ray Heuer's
responsibility, uot that of DVC. ({Therc is now a bill before the IDA council to discstob-
|isb VOGP and give the subsidy directly to VORS--in both cases, the man is Ray Heuer.))

o

{continued on page Si1X:)
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UHE DIPIOMACY ASBOCTATION presents.

GIL NEIGER:
PORTRAIT OF DECADENCE
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* Copyright {c) 1975 by THE DIPLOMACY ASSOCIATION *

* All rights reserved. *
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flchard Kovaleik, Agent of Walk (continued)
- From the moment he began his massive "foil the New York Conspiracy"” movement last fall,
Wolk has been searching for a Spy, an agent, someone he could place in the ranks of the New

forkers, who would appear to be a beshpuppet, but was really there to swing New York to IDA.
It wos obvicus that...

verhandeln--DVC, IDA, and MNC (Continued)

This brings us to the final point. It is quite true that MN, Variant Banks, Orphan gome
cperations, and other variant activities are controlled by the perscns working on them, ond not
vy the IDA. At the same time, they are not controlled by DVC, either. Robert Sacks is
rresently engeged in attempting to make as many variant officers as possible assistant MNC,
for reasoas which I will not speculate on. He has also attempted to interfere with the Vorld
voriant Bank's determination of what it wisheg to do. While it is commendable for the MIC
Lo promote new cfforts, just as MNC have ip the past, I do not ses any purposc in placing
o atbempting to place all activities under the aegls of the MIT or of WC. It would be
well for us to romember that each person controls his activity, not the IDA, the DVC, or the
JEIC :

The following is something rather amusing that I found pested cn the bulletin beard in
Ly history clessroom at schocl. T am informed by sohe friends that these are "old ones, " but
monetieless T think worth printing.

SOCTIALISM-~-you have twe cows and you give one to your neighbor.

COMMURISM--you have two cows, the government takes both of them and gives you milk.

-£3C1I8M--you have two cows, the government tokes both of them and gclls you milk.
AZI8M--you hove two cows, the government takes both of them and shoots you.

HREAUCRACY--you have two cows, the goverament takes both of them, shoots one of them, milks
she other and pours the milk down the drain.
CAPITALISM--you have two cows, you sell one of them and buy & bull,
cndomine owl: - e Sesn S
SIPIOMACY-~you have two cows, you take two from your neighbor, convince him that he has got
the betler deal, and shoot him.

IMIADRIS, SON OF FOUCH is Jercmy Paulscon's metamorphosiz of the old POUWCH colossus which

juis now spavoed four 'zines. This one, of all, is probably the “earrier of the torch™ as

whe chief 'zine {although Gil Weiger's is still called "THE FOUCH")., Jeremy is doing o

noble job of picking up the broken pileces left him by Gil and making them inte something that
ssembles quite a good ‘zine. Its features are political and "real world" commentary, and

o new varioant which may or may aot turn cut to be a dud called "conspiraticnal Diplomacy, "
wnich is based on the power struggles within--what else?--the New York conspiracy. Mimeco,
triweckly, 12 poges. Jeremy Paulson, Apt. C-19, 63-60 98th St., Rego Park NY 1137k,

SGubs 8/$2.  Don't kuow about gamos.

There is a disturbing ncw trend in the hobby. Or maybe itk not ncw. Moybe it's not distur-
bing. Maybe I'm totally wrong. But it seems to me that there are an awful lot of new 'zines
wad not too many new players. Oh well, there ig abgolutely nothing we can do cbout it anyuoy
--I certainly don't think we should discourage new publishcrs--by some oldbimers' standards,

T would still be considered a "new publisher.”

H0d now, o Dally News linear separator:
JORDTOC ITY : DROPDEADFORDTOC ITY : DROPDEADFORDTOC ITY : DROPDEADFORDTOC ITY : DROFDEADFORDTOC ITY :DROFDEAT
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1974FM (PAL) ' GM: Diller _ Winter 1908
- FRANCE CBUGHT NAPPING

FRANCE (Gruen): NBR. Owed two
CERMANY (Barlow): NRR. GM remcves F Bar
RUSSIA (Gildroy): B A Sev.

1974GU (Pa3) GM: Rosenberl - Spring 1907
: GERMANY GETS THE SQUEEZE, DILL SLIPS INTO GALICIA -

AUSTRIA (Bennett): F NTH ¢ freanch a edi-nwy; & LON-yor; a vie-BCH; a bud-VIE; a apu-S¥YR;
" A SER s 4 BUL; 4 RUM s A UKR-sev; f gre-ALB.
ENGEAND (Fox): F DEN, 4 CLY, A YOR all h.
TRANCE (Malmguist): F NWG s a edi-NWY; a lpl-EDI; £ 'iri-ILpPL; f bel-ENG; a bur-BEL; a bre-PIC;
a par-BUR; F ION & F EAS c austrian a apu-syr.
GERMANY (Diller): F bobt-BAL; a war-GAL; a ber-MUN; a hol-RUH; f kie-HOL.
TURKEY (Roaenzweig)::A STF s & A SEV ﬁ 2 mos; A MOS s a sev; F CON & A ANK s [ aeg-SMY.

197410 (PAk) CM: Barlow

This game is being sent out carben copy by Dave Barlow. It turns out after all that
Ron Keeping (Italy) has resigned. Edi Birsan will take over. Alsc, Scott Bennett takes
over for Austria. Addresses will be distributed with the adjudications by Dave.

1975AGev (PAT) Youngatown GM: Diller Fall 1905
NO ERRORS (ALMOST)!

AUSTRIA (Grossman): NMR. Moves by General orders: a vie(-BOH, OTB) ¢ a BUD-clu;
F TRI-ven.
ENCIAND (Barlow): NMR. R f and-OTB. F NRG, F BER, F MOD, F SATOBD, F MIDOBB, F NATCEB, /n/.

F pos(-0TB)/n/.
FRANCE (Grueny: NMR. A SAX, A RUH, A BUR, F SAT, F BRE, A GAS, F JAV, A MAR /h/
f bor /n/ (-DRU, OTB)
ITALY (Honigi: A PIE-mar; A TYO s russian a clu-vie; A VEN-tri; A BUL s T ion-GRE;
& syr-SMY. f nap-TRN; f pen-ION; f egy(ec)-SUE; f yem-ADE;
TWDTA (Prosnitz): ¥ WIN & F AND s £ mad-EIN; f Joh-MAL; a afg-IRA; A BAG s a afg-ira;
ABUR s o tha; 4 THA s a cam; A CAM g a tha. L e
¢HINA {Darden): F SOP s f sopobb; F SOPORD & f ECH s © sop; F SIA 5 f cel-BOR;
f for-gcll; A STIK, A SAIL, 4 IMC h.
RUSSIA (Eisen): F SWE-den; f bot-BAL; f stp(nc)-BAR; A NWY & & TUR h; & war-GAL;
A SIL s a pru-FOS; A RUM-clu; a clu-VNA; F CON s italiap o syr-smy; F BIA s itallan
a2 bul; & SEV-rum; f npa-NPAOBB; F SJA s f sok-NPA.
TURKEY (McGee): NMR. F Has, F Aeg /h/; = gre /h/(-SER, AIB, OTB).

SUPPLY CENTERS FOR THIS DUD GAME:

AUSTRIA: tri, bud, ¥id,/BiL (2) remove 1
CHINA: pek, han, can, osa, man, omo, vin, for, tok, phi, SAT, BCR (12) btuild
ENGLIAND: ion, lpl, edi, iré, hol, kie, den, ber, p¢é, gg% build
FRANCE: par, mar, bre, por, mor, spa, bel, mun, Jav, ﬁd#, i#i (9) even
INDTA : del, cal, mad, bma, irs, zey, tha, joh, cam, BAG {10) build 1
ITALY: rom, ven, nap, mog, pea, tun, egy, cth, yem, ser, BUL, CRE, SMY (13) buila 3
RUSSTIA: mos, oms, stp, via, sev, war, rum, skg, swe, kor, kar, kyo, clu, nwy, 4

enk, con, VNA, FOS (18) Build 2
TURKEY: ¢iif, Vi, &f¢, ser? (1) or (0]

If Turkey retreats to Ser, he remains alive and removes two, and Ttaly builds two instead
of three. Iast turn french F Sai was omitted; it had held and was annihilated. Big
difference.: BSee top of next page for standbys. ‘

r
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STANUBYs for YOUNGSTOWN GAME: HEdi Birsan, 35-35 75th St, Apt 302, Jackson Heilghts NY
11372 for PFrance. Note that Gillinsky was dropped. Bariow will get his moves in if T

wlv. Lo wring hiz neck.
sue ig prutty short; but then, with elite typeface and wide margins,

an old 1l2-page issue. And it's sheaper. A4And I have a lot
And theye are few games and no press.

Lhis contalias
of sechool woex,

. a8 much as
1s the cad of a trimester.

(L1 9NUDDINGOUTGILISDUDD INGOULGILISDUDD INGOUTGILISDUDDINGOUTGILISDUDD INGOUTGTLISDUDD THGCUTGIL
;8sue we should have some fun complaints from Richard Kovaleil--maybe they'll cvern throeo

Sawsult.

Thisiis the best collection of Diplomacy articles on the markc
You get nearly 60 pages of articles, including o brand-now
“oolant with mop. Dirsan's FAMOUS STADRS IN FOSTATL DIPLOMaCY, Leao

Looofka's THE MAKING OF AW ALLIANCE, iew Pulsiphers' NADPS #2 RESULTS AND COMMENTARY,

olomore. A fine collection,iwell worth the $2 price to IDA members, $2.50 to ucnmembers

0 ite Bdi Birsan, 35-35 75th St, Apt 302, Jackson Heights NY 11372, Make cuceks paynole

INTERNATIONAL DIPLOMACY ASSOCIATION. =aand enjoy.

cb D THE IDA HANDBOOK!!!
Ctuinys TE's cheap, too.
Articles like Edi
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