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Jounnal of the Washington Anea Retinue of (Tacitly) Highly
Onganized Gamealers senving the gheaten eastenn seaboarnd and

' ’. portions 4 centrnal Kansas but probably not much of southenn
Caligonnia March, 1985
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HAVAGAME

1

The Fooks' Games have expanded a few hourns overn the time announced {ast Lasue
(if any). We wild begin SATURDAY APRIL 13, 10 A.M. and conclude no Laten than SUNDAY
APRIL 14, NOON. (the earty ending {4 intended Lo accomodate over-nightens and moAnAng
play and avoid afternoon chaos. |Attendees should bring food, drink and a sfeeping bag.
Oun §inst prionity will be organization 04 a game of Civilization. New playens 04 the
game are welcome ({t's nated by Avafon Hill at the Lower end 04 thein complexity scale)
but should arnive prompily on istnuction. Rufes are available grom your hosi,
Ed Wrobel, 3932 N. Forestdate Avenue, Dale City, VA 72193, (703) 670-3489. There wlL
also be a game of 1829, nules available grom Doug Bynnes, 2911 Fredenich Avenue,
Raftimone, MD 21223, (301} 566-4477. 14 thene ane Least 9 on 10 attendees, a concurnent
game of Titan, o othen 7-3 playen game will be possible. It 48 also my fondest hope
o witness a nematch of the 1984 Fools' Bynnes-Vessey nuclean holocaust that genenated
50 much Legal hain splitfing. We never did get an opinion gnom Bob Bragdon on that. ..
Contact Ed Wrobel if you plan Lo attend.
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(...HAVAGAME, cont.)

BOYCOTT BYRNECON!!!

Can you believe the audacity of a certain unnamed east coast who
would schedule a ByrneCon opposite one of WARTHOG's greatest yearly gaming fests, the
Wrobel Fools Games? Forget Flushing: Do it In Dale City!

A WEEKEND AT UNCLE AL’S:

May 4 and 5, Al Pearson’s, Charles Town, West Virginia. Al is
a famous old time dipster (not quite goldenager; more like a middleager...) This
weekend of multigaming sponsored by "Uncle Al, the novice’s pal" should sport an
interesting collection of characters. All WARTHOGs are invited. Just bring some
potables and a sleeping bag. Arrive Friday evening if you would like. A good time
For all is promised, despite the fact that Steve Arnawoodian already plans to attend.
(A number of Infamous east coast cliquers are threatening to attend as well.) Charles
Town is 50-60 minutes from the Washington area, and is near Harpers Ferry. Al Pearson
lives 6 miles outside of Charles Town. Take 51 west from Charles Town and go about 5
miles to Child Road. Turn south (left) onto Child Road and go 1/2 mile, and turn left
onto a dirt road leading into the Willow Well "subdivision." You will come to a "T"
intersection and you turn right. Al Pearson’s place is the only house on the right.
Yes, this is in the boonies. Al’s telephone number is (304) 725-5537. I had hoped to
make it, but it turns out that there’s a seminar I have to attent that weekend for
work. If you are looking for a ride, contact Ed Wrobel.

MARYCON:

May 3l-June 2, Mary Washington College, Fredericksburg, Virginia. Later this
issue, 1 have again reproduced the entry form for MaryCon ‘85, the Third Amnual Mid-
Atlantic Diplomacy Tounament. There’s a groundswell of interest in this, the biggie
Dip happening of the year in the WARTHOG area, and you’ll find practically everyone
there you could possibly want to see... and then some. What’s more, you can case_the
joint this year for possible home turf advantage, given the good chance that MaryCon
"86 will be selected as the site for next year’s DipCon national tournament. See the
form for further details.

ORIGINS/ATLANTICON:

June 29 and 30, University of Maryland, Baltimore. This year
AtlantiCon, one of the biggest east coast "adventure gaming" conventions, and Origins,
the biggest national gaming convention around, will be combined. Flier reproduced
later this issue. Game tournaments of all kinds will be held, and all shoats are
urged to attend and reap ever more glories for good or our greater entitiy. Dipsters,
shall we say, should expect another "unique" experience this year, as Robert Sacks of
the "New York Game Board" will once again be at the helm.

MADCON:

Fourth of July Weekend, Madison, Wisconsin. 1It’s not too early to start
thinking about two or three days of beer, Diplomacy, beer, Civilization, bheer, Junta,
beer, Titan, beer, Illuminati, plenty of other games, and ever more beer. This year
the Midwest’s great weekend of gaming in search of a party will be held over the 4th
of July weekend in, of course, Madison, Wisconsin. Last year, MadCon, had about 40 in
attendance and an incredible number of non-stop Dip games were played, plus a volume
of others. It will probably be held at either Marc Peters’ place, James Wall’s,
somewhere else, or everywhere at once. Watch this space for more information.

kkkk* Note later this issue that the Stab Wrobel Invitational/Bernie Oaklyn Memorial
local postal Diplomacy game is now underway! This puts Politesse on the regular
schedule of the first weekend after the 15th of each month. Jeff Close will GM
each issue and put together "The Diplomat~Times," which looks just boffo. The
players are: Ed Wrobel, Bernie Qaklyn, Sean Vessey, Meredith Minter, Nate Brown
Steve Nicewarnmer, and Tom Andahl. The first deadline will be May 11 {to Jeft).

o
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GREETINGS!

Please do not sign up for the
local postal diplomacy game, There 1is
no room left in the ™Stabd Ed Invitation-
al®, Ed has agreed to play with one
pliece removed before the Fall 1901 move.
The selected piece will be determined
by a secret ballot among the players on
the conclumion of the Spring 1901 move,
It should be fun., Watch it on these
prestigious journal pages,

HAVAGAME:

Fools Games, Saturday, April 13,
The traditlon continues with one small
change. This year only Non-Zero Sum
games that avold the complexity or the
glorification of war will be played on
the premises, Nutritional hog slop
will be provided, Ed "Fast Eddie®" Wrobel
will preside. See the address below,

1829, Every two or three weekas, Ed "Choo~Choo" Fahremeier
etrikes over and over agein with the highly rated 1829 game. Ed is a
fine host and the game is hexaddictive, Call Ed for details and
schedule of events, (301)3%358-8355,

Those Games, Late-April or Early-May. Sean "Games" Vessey alleg-
edly plans to host a gamesfest featuring those games., One or more of
the following games will be played: COLD WAR, BARBARIAN-KINGDOM & EM-
PIRE, MACHIAVELLI, PAX BRITANNICA, HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE, RUSSIAN CIVIL
WAR, TITAN, 1829, DIPLOMACY (does anyone here remember that one?),
JUANTA, THE *"Vessey™ BROTHERHOOD, FAMILY BUSINESS, RAIL BARCON, ILLUMI-
NATI, DOWN WITH THE KING, and NAVAL WAR., Drop a postcard to EX-WAT
Vessey, 2623-102 Windbreak Dr., Alexandria, VA 22306 for further de-
velopments or watch the space between Ken's ears for more information,
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Folesse is not co-edited by Ed Wrobel, 3932 N, Forestdale Ave., Dale
City, VA 22193 and not co-edited and not published by Ken Peel, 8708
First Ave, #T7-2, Silver Spring, MD 20910, Subscriptions are now §10

for 12 issues - the same price as Diplomacy Digest but twice the fun.
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BROUGHTAGAME: . . ’

Cold War (Victory Games) 1s a four player "heer and pretzela®
game, The baslc premise of a4 "hol" full acale war between HUPe I powe rd
Is unthinkable. The alternative is a cold war waged by npents, dip-
lomats, and military advisors.

Superpower players send their agents and advisors out to con-
duct assassinations, destablizatlons, economic warfare, coupu, Aand
Insurrgencles. Meanwhile, the players' diplomats scurry around setting
up friendly factions as a prelude to economic development. Factions
can be turned into alliancen, and then into political contrnl. Kcon-
omic development can be turned into economic control. Diplomats can
also establish diplomatic links between superpowers for the purpose
of exchanging money. Money and action cards can be usged tu foll the
hbeat laid plans,

The superpower players win by establishing political, and/or
economic, and/or military control of the vital regplons of the world.
The game is a combination of Juantia (West End Games), [lluminati (SJG),
and Spies (TSR). The variable game end, along with surprises 1llke
power vacuums, make each game fun and exciting., Cold War may be at
the Fools Games,

ANNOUNCEMENT

Polesse 1s sponsoring the Offical WARTHOG figurehead contest,
Our current figurehead, Ken FPeel, is starting to believe he 1o renlly
in charpge, HA, HA! Send your nominations for the new WARTHOG figure-
head to: Susan Gaetano, 8708 First Ave. #T-2, Silver Spring, MD 20010
by May 15th,

PUBLIC SERVICE MESSAGE:

Meaning of the Tactically Highly Organized Gamesters
(Definitions are clear, but the meaning and purpose are obscure.)

Confusion abounds over the
meaningy of Tactically Highly Organ-
ized Gamesters, 1t's best explain=-
ed by a chart showing the types of
gamers within the WARTHOG organiza-
tion., The gamesters are simul tane«
ouely a member of 1 group - multi-
player games, and 4 subgroups, hex,
diplomacy, pltay-by-mail, and other
games, Againsat external attacks of
resources, this formation provides
concentration, unity of purpose,
and a commandable presence,

In internal matters, this
formation allows internal conflicts
to be resolved wilthout the breakup
of the multiplayer group.

Some examples of the versatil-

ty of this organization are preaent
in the Fibwinter Games and the Fools
Games, even though the integrity of
the multiplayer group was intact,.
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Tust 1o Puay DIPLOMACY ?

Boardgame Classic now available on the IBM’ PC!

Computer Diplemacy 15 the computer version ol the clissic
Lonedgiane ol porsunsen, compropnse ol hetvoyal Aginnsld o
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For years, the board game version of Diplomacy has been
vepcicded s o trae classie i e workd of gaming. Even profes-
stional diploniats, meludhie oo less a0 celebrdy than Henry
kissinger, have enjoyed (s acearacy and wlensily, However,
Jor yesirs it s also been naticed that the game hadbone Thiaw: by
far the best veesion of e game requiced seven pliyers, o
somctunes barddoeet number.

But now there Is Gomputor Diplomacy whore s or by
ployors can competo nod tho comgpnlos ranolvon o movon ol e
alhor nuhons, Adaadledly the competore 't alwinys as dovioas,
aso o buman, bt a0 s teonecherooe cnongh o ok Moy vaeslhy
wore onpoyable tar wec o ey phavors oo dac b 0w Ton lor o
nigthe player fa fake oo bahon ond Ty Toocomuer Hoe g
(though Hus cortivindy oot Lo oo shpdoman )

CH conrnn, Computer Diplomacy aloo fus all o the aimonitnm
you axpoct o compuler goane s dberialedd saorobliog oy thiat
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ontere o moves aod Tho comnpdione mw ity comolveee alb contin i,
preonipts you whon 1o ke the iction o explonos why o oove
[inlinl.

Su, i Diplomuacy is o clussic, whit 1 Computer Biplomaocy?!

Wl biee humide and just say it's stlb i clussic - bat not just
for seven anymore,

Computer Diplomacy™ it available on diskette for vour
IBM™ PC with 256K memory al $50.00, Also compatible with
Compag Portable™ and Chamelion Plus® compmters

* Tradacnrk of 11 Business Machinus, Campag Compaston Corp sl Soogue Cemputar Unep

M microcomputer games

- A THVISEON )

The Avalon Hill Game Company

4451/ Harfurd Roint o Haltimora, Narylond « [ arg) 204 uloe

or the price of an IBM-PC, peripherals,
nd the computer game you could

ttend MARY—CON 51 +imes. A+tend VART+
/tARY‘;CDN ! BET’T’ER OPPONENTS AT A CHEAPER. PRICE ..




HADAGAME ; . ‘

THE WOODCON REPORT
by Ed Wrobel

The 1985 WoodCon was held February 7 to 9 at the luxurious Woodian Palace near
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. WARTHOGs in attendance, in addition to your correspondent,
were Ken Peel, Doug Byrnes and Mark Larzelere. Various postally Diplomatic megaStars
whose names escape me at the moment were also visible. Inexplicably, many of them spent
the entire weekend playing blackjack and Trivial Pursuit and perusing periddicals
devoted to 'rasslin' rather than taking part in uplifting multiparticipational
activities such as Titan or Civilization. There was a single gunboat game of Diplomacy,
resulting in a near-win for BAT Byrnes which was ended prematurely to avoid embarassment
to the veteran postallers reduced to helplessness by Byrnes' tactical and strategic
acumen. I do confess to a bit of Trivial Pursuit myself but only as a wind-down
exerclse Sunday afternoon. Still, I managed to partially sabotage the game by convincing
my partner, Tom Mainardi, to submit obviously erroneous replies. (No, Baltimore is not
a fresh water port of any size, the Jénes Falls being inadequate to restrain the onrushing
salinity of the Chesapeake Bay.)

The gaming highlights of the Con were the first exercise in Titanic evolution and
conquest and the contest in Jack the Ripper between Tom Swider and Doug Byrnes. '"Ripper"
as it 1is known among afficionadoes, provides ample evidence that any situation can be
converted into a conflict simulation. (Rumor has it the same company is developing a
multi-plager, role-playing video game called Teenage Copulation.) Jack’s goal is not
simply to rape and murder and escape but to embarass the London police and panic the city.
The authorities, on the other hand, seek to apprehend the villain, or, at the very least,
maintain some semblance of order. Under the press of time, Swider made an incorrect
accusation and lost but could have pressed his advantage to a win had the game continued
for a few additional turns. Byrnes maintained that his planned double murders on
consecutive nights would have sent the city into hysteria before the end of his bloody
career,

There was no doubt as to the comclusion of the struggle for supremacy over the
ether. Mark Larzelere made an incredible comeback from a single stack. He achieved
Titan teleportation through a series of victorious engagements, then elevated his
Titan to a power of 16 (!) by eliminating the numerous Wrobelean forces, and, finally,
crushed Carl Russell like the repulsive insect he is, for the win. Truly a magnificent
accomplishment for Larzelere even with due consideration for Russell's softening-up of
my Titan legion. This merciless attack was a key to the final result. Safely
enscounced in a Tower, but surrounded by enemies, I decided to run for the desert,
recruit a third Hydra and defend the dunes. The defense was not nearly as effective as
I expected. Russell's legion was eliminated but at a terrible cost: every Hydra. In
retrospect, yes, the Tower looks much better, especially with the dragon legion making
its way out from the inner circle to scare everybody. The primary reason I made for the
desert was the expectation of recruitment opportunities: one Hydra for arriving and
another as a reinforcement on the fourth tactical turn, if an engagement ensued., But
Russell's attack devastated my passive defense line. After the game, Carl said he probably
would have assaulted my Titan legion in the Tower: However, the walls would have slowed
him and I could have taken a second Warlock as a reinforcement (Demi-lords are kosher
reinforcements?). So much for my infatuation with Hydrae. Larzelere's success with his
band of Warlocks was impressive; his experience should provide an inspiration to desperate
Titans everywhere, even to Doug and Ken who were of little significance in the game.

This report would be shamefully inadequate without mention of Stephen G. "Woody"
Arnawoodian's boundless hospitality. Food and drink were not only adequate but exceptional
at times and the site was beautiful and spacious. Woody would like every WARTHOG to
attend next year. Highly recommended. --A Satisfied Customer,



More HADAGAME:

miniMaryCon - End Game statement for Black Africa

by Da Da Addi Daniel

on my return from MaryCon, it was easy to indulge in fantasy about
where the game could have gone. it was amazing to me to sec seven
Diplomacy veterans struggle for twelve hours and not have one
destroyed or go into CD. I think this accounts to the skill of
each of those players and no small amount of luck on my part. It
was very enjoyable and I wish we could have continued 1t to the
final conclusion. ((not to the final conflict, I hope. -—Ken)) 1
think I would have won.

I would have declared the Mediterranean Sea a neutral zone between
the European FEmpire and myself after I had incorporated all of the
Arab block and South Asia. 1t would have been fun to huild three
or more nukes simultaneously with the Luropeans and slowly nuked
South America and North America's home centers into oblivion.

They would've ratted around the Pacific destroying themsalves
against Australia in the search for their own Empires. Fventually
the final decision would have been between myself and Burope. AS
I've previously stated there's no doubt about the end.

Soha ban.’-«.l ke k(.{LT Pl'!.'l b"‘é“‘)'c, bau 67,.";
dicde Wavng, 7
W feull Dan Hoflann




TALK TO MR ED

You, Loo, can talk to Mr. Ed by wiiting fo
Ed Wnobef, 3932 N. Fonestdale Ave, Dale City
22193.

Dean M. Ed,

Besng cut hene in the godfornsaken wilderness
(California), 1 feel a centain vodd Adnce you
nelinquished the nedins of Politesse to Premien
Peek.

My milk teeth were formed on Politesse.

Horse

I,C WA my 6,(_)1/_’{' /.')U.b. I was even an Oug&”_a’f_ 1, Poll; 2, Ear; 3, Mane; 4, Withers; 5, Back;

Y - 6,2 Locin: 7, Croup; 8, Dock; 9, Tail; 10, Gaskin; 11, Hock;
Peef clone! And now? Now he won’t even wrife fo i %mgﬁﬁzggﬁﬁﬁPmﬂgf}g'gﬁxgn@ﬁhggf
anyone outside the D.C. area! [And to think 1 56, Chost; 27, Chin: 38, Mussler 29 Noweils 30, Farehost

31, Forelock] GG, Girth; XX, Height

nominated Peeld fon the f4inst Golden Snout Awand!)
But eve though snubbed, 1 544{£f have WARTHOGnresse in my heant.

I was pfeased to detect a fouch 0f fearful nespect fon the WARTHOG sucdety
whife neading Gregory ELELs' Feudlfletondist's Forum. He was wiliing concerning
the narnowly avoided feud befween ourn Premien and the Hobby Smafi Fry Protection
League (HSFPL). He thought a WARTHOG v. HSFPL could make the Byrne/linsey
scupfle Look Like Tiddeywinks. "Pensonally," wnites EL444, "1 think it i4
a good «dea to Leave the WARTHOGs alone." A wise decision, {0 be sune, if you
wish Lo avodd a Lfusk «<n yourn tush.

And as for me, stuck hene in this cutback called California? 1 can onfy
hope that one day Politesse will expand 74,047 zip codes to Lnclude mine at 94957.

Doug Brown
P.S. Does anyone know what happened to Costaguana? Do I gdve zines the Riss of
death? Should 1 use Lavoris?

(Mrn. Ed: Refrain from §Looding your mouth with false chemicals. True, they
temporanily RALL all Life thene, but in ravaging the Lining of your mouth, any
natural defenses you may have had are destroyed. Betten to fLoss  thoroughly
daily, brush twice a day, avoid smoking and moderate youn drninking. Buf, even
with these precautions, Costaguana may have folded. Aftern alf, «t did s0 once
befone. VYou may wish to contact one of the new onphan sexrvice dinectors An
hopes of having your game rehoused: Keith Shemwood, 8866 CLLffridge, La Jolfa
92037 seems to be the CA nepresentative. Having contributed fo pixesse production,
you anre recedving this (ssue gree. (Feudesse should be afong befone the end of
the month.) That fascist ELLLs [an Ain-joke comprehensible onfy fo Rod Walken
and Steve Hutiton, nedlthen of whom recelve this zdine)} betifer fearn the righteous
wrath of the people! As forn HSFPL, that was my feud but 1 found 44£ Loo insigad-
ficant to punsue. Gaughan kicked me out and neplaced me with Peel but then
threatened to kick him out fon failing to carny a postal game (one of Lthose
technicalities Lawyens Love to bAAL you hundreds of dollars forn 40 they can
have {un "splitting fegal hairs" with each othen). But Ken has a suaprise foxn
him, eh? No fess than providing a haven fon the darkest sdde of the Hobby!
Speaking of Peef, yes, something must be done, especially aboul his enumerative
tendencies. Do you think this s somehow related to the new 804-decade, dress-
for-success, get-ahead, get-f4t zeilltgeist?

14 you arne Looking forn othen zines o kiss, may 1 suggest the above nouted
Shenwood's own The Innen Light. 1t's very amusding, very Caligornda and may make
you feel young again. I'm trying Lo persuade him Lo open anothen game and Let
me play 50 anyone reading this L3 advised fo write him and help. In gack,

Mrn. China Brown, do you dare seek another game with me aften your penpidy 4n
wp 1v? {I've already tofd evenyone 4in Close's game what a stdinken you are.)
Wooden bfocks on shate boands at 3000 mifes, sin. My second wild contact your



second. (Unless he's Loo busy enumerating things.) Take cane of those milk teeth.

THE FIRST MR ED STAKES

M. Ed 48 offending a free Wonld Diplomacy game Atant to the f4rnsl crheature who can
provide the complete and accurate text fo his fate theme scng. (The game widd not
appean 4in Politesse. A GM has volfunteered and arrangements are beding exploned with
potential parent zines. Mr. Ed himself wild play.) This offen does not include zine
subscndption and is Limited to the GM's wsual and customany fee, on the prevailing fee
in DipDom, whichever s Lowen. Prohibited wherne void on threatened by contact with
fedenal authonities on any applicable copyright Laws in Noath Amendica, cthenwise ckay.

MR ED TALKS

By now you axre probably tired of reading "Mr. €d." Frankly, I'm tired of typing
Lt but Lt is my official Hobby nickname as promulgated by Kathy's Konnen and +£ does
stimulate a numben of equine nelated nefenences. Patience, please.

What with the inadequate trnickle of talking to Mn. Ed and the premiern's continuing
defilement of the nean-sached poliTradition of nonenumenation providing nich ground fon
PeelBasning, Gamings only conversant quadmuped has detenmined £o boldly editonialize
upon the crucial L{ssues gacing WARTHOG today, namely, how to gelt Peel cv44 his high honse
{50 to speak) and back {n Line at the trough.

It has been wnditlen "4f pigs grow wings, thene'll be ponk in the treefops come
monning." An apt melaphor, indeed, forn oun curnent state of affadins. No soonen does
Premien Peed emenge fron the obscurity of a small group of California expatriates than
he ghabs the Zfop spot An the Washington Arnea's most Liternate gaming combine, goes on fo
weased his way 4in between Kathy Bynne and Rod Wafken to seize the key middfe ground in
Diplomacy Wonld, becomes DipDom's mosi telephonic personality, narnowly superceding a
cendain Pensonal Life Custodian, and, finally, in a brilliantly executed coup de ville,
captunes the pubfishenship o4 one of the most populan zines Ln Nonth Amenica.

1§ this isn't a pig with wings, 1'LL be a foady disguised as a twin.

Has 4t taken yeans fon such power to cornupt the wnetched Peel? Nay, only a few
weeks. Alneady he scoffs at the nonenumenational trhaditions caneqully nuntured throughout
the Golden Age of Politesse. Funthern, we have witnessed a mystenious L{€&ness sinike at
£fhe verny source of WrobelScript
production. And next he plans to
neturn Lo Politesse the scounge of

ostal Diplomacy featuning one of
Lthe most infamous fLgunes grom The
Time Begone.

18 this the hog who should
Lead us? Can we thust one who
chooses fo degy nature and walk
upon only two Legs? 18 he really
any diffenent grom the farmens
who slaughter us at will?

You know Mr. Ed's answen £o
these questions: Neh-eehhh!! '

Stand up for yourn basic
animalism!  Oppose enumeration
in all L{ts gorms, no matien
how devious!

BashPeelBashPeelBashPeel !

Hi!
[ am Continuing

Ed ... look for me
in the next issue!
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THE VICE PREMIER REPLIES:

The Provisional Premier wishes to
remarks of the right-honorable WAT, Mr.
that Sean may in actuality no longer be
the sudden shift in what previously had
committee chairman.

hide nor hex has been seen of Sean for some months now.
The Provisional Premier expresses his regret that Vice

look behind that curtain!

relay the Vice Premier's indignation at the
Sean Vessey. He wishes to note the possibility
among us, which would go a long way to explain
been a highly right-thinking area tusk and

The Vice Premier pointsout the supporting evidence that neither

Yes, indeed, we intend to

Premier Wrobel was unable to present this reply in person, as he has been feeling a
bit under the weather lately due to a cold.




HEXES, SHMEXES

It seems apparent to me (as unbiased an observer as anyone could
imagine) that the hex, an innocent shape, has been dragged into a
controversy which actually has nothing to do with polygons. In  a
recent issue of this esteemed publication, Herr Wrobel and Herr Vessey
{(the Elder) had it out about heses. In fact, the overly-defensive
reaction to the lighthearted comnents of Vessey the Elder points up a
mor e s5erious problem than the superficial one of mapbaard
configuration.

First let us examine the points made by the WV, Let me hasten to
assure everyone, first of all, that this lowly shoat has no intention
of brutally attacking Herr Wrobel for his stand on  heses, {al though
the honor of the House of Vessey demands it) but is only interested in
examining the issue at hand, which is, "What games are appropriate for
a WARTHOG?"

Herr Wrobel cites Holy Roman Empire as a prime example of the
"apirit of hexagaming."” What is it that bothers him (and those of you
who agreed with his letter) about H.R.E.? Certainly the VYice Premier
(of all people) doesn’'t base his judgements about a game’'s merits on
the NAME of a playtesting group! No, it couldn’'t be that simple. The
Vice Fremier must have some better basis for game evaluation  than
that!

I think Herr Wroble's criteria are to be found in the level of
complexity of a game, or more precisely, in the complexity of a game s
"conflict-resolution” rules (1 hesitate to use the word “combat"
because of its warlike connotations), should there be any.

At First, Herr Unterpremierminister Wrobel 's remarks about the
"militarist tradition" led me to believe that he was opposed to the
playing of certain games on moral grounds -~ that he refused to play
certain games because they seem to glofify war and canflict. but than
I thought about some of the games that Herr Wrobel has been known  to
play, games that are popular in WARTHOGDOM. Games which have not
borne the stigma of ...dare I type it7?... WARGBAME' These games include
such favorites as; Diplomacy

World Diplomacy (with or without nuclear weapons)
Titan

Borderlands

Iliuminati

Russian Bivil War (dead gilvaway., theres)

Junta

Fingmaker

Nuclear War and

Nuclear Escalation (definitely not non-wargaming)

All of these games are strategy games, and all of them have as o
maijor component tif not the most important component) the ase  of
military AForce, Yet these games are unoffensive to the WARTHOG Old
buard.

Look at TITANM. Let's face it, shoats and polls. Titan is &
wargame., The point of the game is to be the last titanm to suwrvive.
Whether one accomplishes this by destroying one’'s opponents directiy
or by letting them destroy each other and then crushing the remaining
cripples is imnaterial. My point is that combat is a major, in fact a
critical, element of Titan. Sure, there is a semblance of negotiation

during some encounters, but the point of such "megotiation" is o
avold having to play out battles which have an obvious final outcome.
Titan is clearly not a nesgotiational non-—-wargame. Diplomacy might be

termed such, but it has armies and fleets, and those are not just for
sMow.
Meow , I realize that the use of force is not the only element of



stﬁategy in Diplomacy (or in any game, Ffor that matter). But the
proper use of force is an essential part of a winning strategy. After
all, one does not come to control the most supply centers in Dip
without the use of force (when the time is ripe and the back is
turned).

But then, mlitary force isn’'t the only element of strategy in
H.R.E. either. I quote from the rules:

"Wp to six players control the major dynasties of the

era, fielding armies, bullding navies, and engaging in the

diplomatic intrigue, bribery, and treachery that will decide

who will wear the crown of the Holy Roman Empire.”

Sounds  vaguely similar to Diplomacy, doesn't it, except that the
players are Bavaria, France, Sweden, Austria, Spain and the Falatinate
rather than the big seven of Dip.

What seems to have made this game unappealing to Herrn Wrobel is
simply that it has gone into more detail in its rules for military
force (and much of that detail is, as he admits, optional).

S50 1t seems that the issue is not an ethical one. These games
have to do with war and battle, in one form or another.

I submit that the choice hetween those games which have been

termed "wargames" (an imprecise term, since some games, suwh as those
listed above, don’'t seem to fall under that category even though they
are precisely that - games about war) and those which are less

offensive to the Foll-itburo is simply a matter of personal choice.

Suwrely there is nothing wrong with deciding rnot to play & game
because one dislikes complex combat rules! . And there is nothing wrong
with liking & little more detail either. Der Unterpremierminister
prefers games where the emphasis is more on strategy than tactics,
while others, like Vessey the Elder and myselt, like to trv a wide
variety of games, from Trivial Pursuit to Junta to detailed
simulations of historical battles. We enjoy all sorts of games because
we like to compare the different sorts of strategies that are
stccessful in different games.

I think our broad gaming horizon has its merits, and I'm sure
that those who prefer to concentrate on one or a few games find merit
in exploring select games in more detail than we do by playing them
mare aoften. The essential thing is that it is a matter of personal
taste.

Now, this sort of difference in gaming taste shouldn’'t present a
problem, except that people tend to judge a game before they know very
mueeh about it And this is what really bothers me. I have noticed a
tendency among some members of WARTHOG to form the firmest opinion as
to a game’'s unsuitability from the most cursory examination. I don’t
mean  the VYF in particular, because I don't know how closely he read
the rules to H.R.E. But from his comments it seems he didn't examine
it very closely.

I recall Herr Feel 's disparagement of Barbarian, ¥ingdom, and
Empire after he played all of seven turns (and those without reading
the rules). I also remember a general agreement that Machiavelli was
"too complicated,” although the only differences between that and Dip,
other than the mapboard, are the presence of another kind of unit (the
garrison) and the fact that one can convert fleets to armies and then
to garrisons, as one’'s needs change. 0f course, Machiavelli allows
optional rules that allow one to do such things as bribe an  enemy’'s
armies out from under him, and more complicated economic rules that
make the control of territories and sea areas important (basically,
instead of cities/supply centers dictating how many uwunits one
wan have, the amount of territory that one owns gives money, which can
be spent on armies, fleets, bribes, etc). But those are optional. The

game 's basic rules are only five pages 1long. The optionals add




another five, and the rest is scenarios. But when the aﬁsehbled
worthies at the Vessey Fool 's games some time ago saw the rule haok,
everyone immediately passed the game off as too complicated.

Flease, pigogies, let 's take a closer look at new games before

dismissing them. Sea

WARTHOGs might enioy, ut many HOGs scoff at

Land I try to introduce new games that we think

anything unfamiliar.

we ask 1 a little variety. And some open minds. At least read
rules.
Thank you, and goodnight.
’
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Deadline:

by May 11, 1985!!!
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SAMPFLE ORDERS

Below iz an erxample of some sample orders.  Things in capitals are
reguired in every order set. Things in parerntheses are opbional.

GAME MNUMBER: 1-83 DATE:S April 21, 198%
GAME DATE: S037
CORINTRY . France
CHRDERS & FIC-=BRE
A GAS 5 6 PIC--rBRRE

8 DA FMAR

SDDRESS: 12734 Reagan Ln.
Middle fAmerica, lowa 45678

tAnoanymous note to ENGLANDD Better watch that fleet in Norway!)
Thraris,

Fredoy Feel er

SEMPLE RESLLTS:

Hecause ["'m uzing a PO editor, I can®t do wderlining., so I Tl
following notation: Flainly written orders or moves - succeed: orders in
sguarse brackets - fail. When referring to pigce positions, I use the tollowing

tataiond Flainly weithon unitsg - o Yast LU Ny
“irackets - gained since lash veari units in sguare brack

bt lTost bhis vese.

i

verar arnc! st

AUSBTRIADL A Gal H, & Rum 5 ITALIAN & Gre~>Bul., & Ser 85 ITALIAN & Gre-rFul,
A BEud 8 A Rum, [F Alb->6Grel

EMNGLAND: LA Mog M/ r-8tF1, F Nwy H, F Nth M, & Edi H, F lpl->Iri, F Iri->Fid,
CF Bre 5 GERMAN & Bur-:Basd
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PRESENTING THE 3RD ANNUAL
MID-ATLANTIC DIPLOMACY TOURNAMENT

MARYCON 85°

VARI-MARYCON
FOR VARIANT PLAYERS

FRI. 5/31: VARI-MARYCON
10:00am - 10:00pm

SAT. 6/01: MARYCON 85'
10:00am - 10:00pm

SUN. 6/02: MARYCON 85°'
SECOND ROUND
9:00am - 6:00pm

AWARDS

COME JOIN US AT:
MARY WASHINGTON COLLEGE
FREDERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA
(95 SOUTH TO RT. 3 F'BURG.
LEFT ON RT. 3, LEFT ON COLLEGE

AVE., RIGHT INTO THE COLLEGE.
DRIVE TO MONROE HALL.)
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MARYCON 85°'
REGISTRATION FORM ENCLOSED IS MY CHECK OR MONEY
ORDER PAYABLE TO MARYCON FOR:
NAME :
{ ) VARI-MARYCON (5/31)...5$35.00
ADDRESS:
( } MARYCON (6/1-2).......550.00
{ ) MARYCON (LOCALS)......S$30.00
TELE #: ( )
{ ) VARI-MARYCON (LOC.)...$20.00
MAIL TO:

MARYCON 85°' TOTAL ENCLOSED...c+0..5

1309 HANOVER STREET
FREDERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA

22401

PRICE INCLUDES:™*

VARI-MARYCON: (5/31) LUNCH, DINNER, LODGING, BEER. (6/1) BREAKFAST.
VARI-MARYCON (LOC.): (5/31) LUNCH, DINNER, BEER.

MARYCON: (6/1) LUNCH, DINNER, LODGING, BEER. (6/2) BREAKFAST, LUNCH.
MARYCON (LOCALS): ({6/1) LUNCH, DINNER, BEER. (6/2) LUNCH.

**WE WILL MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO ROOM YOU WITH THE PERSON(S) OF YOUR CHOICE.
ALL ROOMS ARE DOUBLE OCCUPANCY AND ARE CONNECTED TO ANOTHER ROOM: FOR A
TOTAL OF (4) PERSONS. ' THE COLLEGE WILL SUPPLY SHEETS AND PILLOW CASES.
YOU MUST SUPPLY YOUR OWN BLANKETS.
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ORIGINS 85

THE ELEVENTH ANNUAL NATIONAL ADVENTURE GAMING CONVENTION
JUNE 27, 28, 29, & 30, 1985
BALTIMORE, MD.

ATLANTICON b proud to sneounce that ORIGINS will mium to
s binthplace in Baltimore nerl year under tur sponsonbip. We are
the same peopkt whu stanted the ORIGINS concept back In 1975 and
are happy to be hosting vur fourth ORIGINS in Baltimore. In 1985,
ORIGINS will return to the aurious UMBC canipus which was the
sha of QORIGINS VI Widely la.dad for i1y exceliani Tacilities Al (hat
time, UMBC has slice completi<l construcikm on s huge Student
Union which will vastly improve on the fine tacilives used in 1982
There will still be & wide ssisction of inevpeaaive on campis hudging in
the form of modarn, alr conditloned dovmiiony rovmm sndl Jour hed
room spartments of which su many complimeniary things have been
. On-campus housing prices have not been finslized at this tinie
but will be in the $12 to $14 per day rangy, plus a refundable key and
Haen deposit. The UMBC Piekl House will once again serve as the
main Exhibit Hall with over 24,000 3 fi providing room for approxi-
saately 150 bouths. All role-playing, ministures, snd boardgame
wvonts will be held in »ep , adjacent air-conditioned bulidings for
the ultimaiz in convenience. UMBC {3 jocated jur & few miles north-
west of Baltimore on 1-695; the Baltimore Baltway.

We in ATLANTICON are proud of the rich heritage of the previous
fivs Eam Coast ORIGINS conventions which we have sponsored in
whole of in part and are confident that we can offer you an even betier
geming experience In 1985, To that end, and despitc the offects of in-
flation snd the of yet another year, we are proudly ROLLING
BACK prices from the ORIGINS B4 lavei. Ploase plan tu be with us in
1985, by taking the time to read over our many Memlnnhir Plam,
aad Nl out the accompanying lorm for the plan thai best fits your
nowds and mall il to ws ot CRIGINS 85, 2.0 Box | W, Middieton, M)
07748, or leave it with vur representiatives al the ORIGEINS BS bowh
Flsase note however thai dus to \he sapanse of Compuier Pre-Regiv:
tration, il membership sales are final, there can be nu refunds.

ADVANCE PRE-REGIET . TIU MEMBERSHLY
$11.00 yumll December 1, 1984

Thia option Includes feur 31 00 dlscount coupons guad st sny bouth
st ORIGINS BS for purchases of $10 or more; maaimum of one
coupon per purchase. This option also seves you 33.00 off the rogulsr
Pru- Registration prics and 57.00 off the Duor Admission price. Alto-
peihat, you can save 8 whopping 51)1.D0 over the more sapensive up-
tions if you use all available discounis. In addition, you will receive the
Pre- Registration form by first cdas meil well before the gaming public
20 that you'll have first chance 10 sign up for all the limied admission
aveiits that are always first to “seli out.” This option is the best cholce
for the dedicated Adventure Gamer who never misses an ORIGINS.

NORMAL FPRE-REGISTRATION MEMBERSHIP,
$14.00 until May Ji1gt, 1985

This option is & must for the Adventure Gamer who decides on at-
tending ORIGINS 85 anytime prioe 1o May 3st. Only Pre- Registrants
can socure lnnpensm on-campus lodging, meal tickets, and recelve
guarsnreed confy reser in the Hmited adimission events of
their choice. This also entitles you to two $1.00 discount coupont good

a1 any ORIGINS 85 booth on a purchase of 310 more (hmn of vne
coupon per purchase}, anid saves $4.00 off (he Diin Adidaaen e
To be sure you are on our mailing lat 10 receive your Pre Registrataom
Foem, Ul out the furm on this fHer.

BUPPORTING MEMBERSHIP
HO.00 unit Jume 15th, 1983

Fisie opikm i avellshie (o those of you who aren’l sire at this Uinw
“whothor yuu'll by ahle to attend ORIGTNG B, b want o ensire gt
ting the mews and mmiveries of stiber ORIGHEYS anyway With this
option you'll recetve the Convention progran inatied to you tresh from
the printeny belfure they're given mat st (he Convantion. You'll see,
pachags bafors the convention atiendecs themwives, sl 1the new prt
ucts making theic OREGINS debut befure they cven appear in your
loca) store. Mailed with your program will be an official ORIGINS 45
T-Shirt 50 that you can updste your coflection even if you can’| stiend.
More importantly, if st any time prior to June 150, you decide that
you can sttend ORIGINS BS afier alt, you can change your Suppon -
Ing Memberhip 10 an Attending Membership by simply paying the
adifference In price. Tu purchase & Supporting Menthewhip, HiE out
the form on (his flier and malt it with your chork fur S10 day o leave
W with our reprosentatives a1 the ORIGINS 45 bouth. He sure 1o spec-
ity the size of your T-shirt in the space provided.

AT THE DOOR MEMBERSHIP:
$18.00 tor all tour days or 310.00 per day

All memberships Include admission {0 nkwles, Iree wminsrs and
domamiatrations. video 1ourmnamenia. Wciures, sucikmas, sshibils, stc
Some Licksiod avents (predominanily tournsmenis) require sdditons)
antey lom.

WORKING MEMBEREMIP:
PFREB until February Jich, 1988

ORIGINS is 8 convention for gamen given by ganers. Wittnw velun
teer gamMesMAsers 10 run events, thers can be no ORIGINS ATLANTI
CON actively slicita JULT 11 by ulfering 1 he mus
penervus financial support ever olffersd by an OKRIGINS Hero's how 1t
works To run an eveni, you pay & 320 token fec (5.0 1f puid alies Feh.
ruary 28) 10 guaranioe your good intentions and sel the entry fee you
wish to charge for your eveni. ATLANTICON will match this figure and
umt {he funds 1o purchase s uniorm ORIGINS 85 plaque for the winner
of your event. At the conclusion of your event, you will receive all the cn-
try fees for your event plus a $14 refund of your membership price (even
¥ you only paid 311). We regret thai it is necessary to ask you to pur-
chase your membership in advance 10 guard sgainst the incvitable fow
who would us & Gamesmaster guise simply 1u get in free and then not
honor their commitment and ruin the convention for those whu had
planned to be in their events. J1 is wine o first secure the permission of a
company before running an event using their game 1w ensuse that there
i no duplication of effort. For more details, plesse request a Tourna-
meni Form by mail or Irom our QRIGINS 85 booth,

ORIGINS &5 P.O. Box 139, Middietown, Nj 07748 301-296-3135

Please check only the box thut applies:

[J Advanced Pre-Registration; $11.00 enclosed
[1 Pre-Registration Mailing 1.ist

(0 Working Membership; Please send Tournament Entry Forms

(] Supporting Membership; $10.00 enciosed

T-ShtSize: O X-lag Ulbage [ Medum O Smalt ()
NAME: —
ADDRESS: [ —
CITY: R S'TA'l'EfP‘ROV‘ O




THE CONGRESSIONAL PAGE

With fast Eddie declaring himself "contributing editor," thereby
basking in the rapturous joy of contribuiting herein without the
responsibility of having his full address published i1 the header
like an honorable co-editor would, it appears that WARTHOG and
Politesse are now held together but by my saint-like hobby-custodial
sacrifice in publishing and editing this, the east-coast, multi-
participational, quasi-non-wargaming, non-numerically oriented,
beer-and-pretzels community. We'll see about this contributing
editor bit, Mr. Ed. Quill pens at forty paces...

Special Announcement: Gristle Pig U. Dean and Head Mistress Dick
and Julie Martin have announced that they will be presenting the new
annual Great Fuchsia Forager of the Forest Award at this year's
MaryCon, for the shoat who displayed the most saint-~like hobby-
custodial sacrifice over the past year in the service of WARTHOG.
The winner of the Great Triple "F" Award will hold for the coming
year a two-foot high prestegious statue in his honor. As the
archetype for which this award was obviously designed, I am almost
certainly a shoo-in as the inaugural triple "F" recipient, but those
of you who wish to do so are welcome to nominate anyone you feel
deserves the award. After being published here in Politesse next
month, Dick and Julie will judge the nominations for their
appropriateness and wrobelesque style.

POLITESSE

c/0 Ken Peel

8708 First Ave., #T-2
Silver Spring, MD 20910
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