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statistics on completed variant ramed,
Robert Sacks is the noninal’ #i _
Robert handed thoaa duties over tu .k A Sie:
Acting iller Nucber Custodian, Rbﬁiax‘i yiished ote his tine to variant
projects which he considered more’ iz ui;lller Nmber Recategor-
ization (more about that later). '~

iiohael Snolin proved mﬁ;eﬂ}% “g,r ;Li‘ bhne. 3ob. for whatever reasons, In

5 tod; are a8 follows.
3 '.;Lant g;-mea as they begin;
1S, (the.wariant equivalent of
J.p.'fomation on gameatarts and

{ber Cistodian, On Jan, 1, 1978,
j ¢ Whom he appointed as:

spite of numeruus requests. ha’ at. ar,ptu;d to assigning kNs until
Aug. 28, eight uonths after: ¢3:he. st1ll has not gotten around
t0 publish an issue of IORD OF . 8, 15 montha ter his apgointment, he i3

3% months in arrears dn as i{1ler Junbexr: to at least one variant
. S-player madman in- RUNESTO, dgg g:’a" . wh

ainutes if he dawdled.

_ However, the fact 5% /ichael Bmolmta ; y 1a not the. real issue
1ere., The real igsus is Robert Sdoks® abdieat on of his responsibility to
'versee the activities of his appoint bert Sacks' :a g intee is in-
adgquate, Robert should have removed ﬂﬁpc‘.&i.n'l;ment and either taken back
she functions himself (which ara, after the. bagie responsibilitics of
18 office) or bestowed them on & conpetent person.

It is ny fee » however, that Robert in faat doea -not view these
‘asl¢c responsibilit es as very important and that he is wrapped mi in his
politic: " activities in the variant hobl;y (1n ﬂh:l.eh his empty title of
41ler Number Custodian is a valua

ald).
It ia therefore ny conclusion” gt Robért Sacks should resign his post
. Willer dunber Custodian. -

The next g&ation is who is tb replaee Robert dy anmer, which nay
rove swuprising to sone, ig: no one,

. To axplain this, it is necessary to talk about ¥iller Number Categor:l.za-
on,

Gh mi.ght take as much as five
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The current killer Number systen is cunmbersone and ilnadequate., A number
such as, for exanple, 1977AChf, is composed of ‘two paris, Like the Boardnan
Humbers, "1977AC" denotes the 29th variant to.begin in 19773 "hf" indicates
that Triumvirate 1s the varliant being played. However, that last fact is
not apparent unless oné possesses & list of all. variant designators, which
have been simply assigned chronologically over the years., 1377AChf, then,
gonvgy_s 1ittle information to the average observer, even a strong varianis
%. .o 3 : . 0 . N
ililler Numdber recategorization has been attenpied various times over
the years, with frustrating resulis, ¥What i1s needed 1s a system which will
convey, 8inply but coupletely, information as to what varient is belng . ..
played. In ny view, this is inpossible, mnd all the various attenpts at re~
categorization over the years have been so much wasted effort. This applics
to Robert Sacks' current giojeo__t as well: 1tyshould be abandoned.s . % i

The way I see out of the morass ls'B slEple one, and has thie sffect ol
also tying the variant hobby more cXosely t0 the regular hobdby and givihg -
it some of tha respectability which it desurves but has offen lacked .dus ¢
the attitudes of some of the figures prominent in the variant branch, It i«

Variant ganes should be assigned nunbers by {the Boardman Nunber Custo~
dlan (a slight increase in workload, but not nuch; only 30-some variant be-
gan in 1978, for example.) They should be assigned Boardman Mumbers In pegu-
lar geries with.regular gamea. A variant gane's Boardman Number should be
followed by a lower case "v" to indi¢ate that it is a variant. Any further
inforgation on .the spaecific variant being played could be conveysd by the -
sinple practice of using the ﬁgogﬁ the variant — a practice which seens
highly radical in thie computerized mathenatics~douinated world. =~
For exaumple, a series of asaigndd Boardman Sumhers could -be: 1979H, <
19791, 1979Jv (Gesta Danorwn), 1979K, 1979L, 1979kv (Jihadl), 1979N..,

Sinilarly, variant ganestarts ana variant game conpletions vould be re-
poried in EVSRYTHING in the usual sequence with regular games. I

The only flaw 1 see in this proposal is, as I have seid, the slight in- -
crease in the workload of the Boardman Nuiber Custodian. I feel that this - -
would be a small price to pay for a ratlonal variant nunbering system, and

for respectability in the variant hobdby = at last, = :

This is a serious proposal which degerves 1o be taken seriously. I -woul:
appreciate comment from interested people, particularly from Dennls Agosta
(Boardman Number Custodian), Robert Sacks and kichael Snolin (of course),
and people active in the wariant field, I . say, why not do it? '

IiELsowoummmssmmeosznxoqsﬁiﬁmoanvmmmcmTmsmemmsm:mmsmm

Strange. The ooment thia game/£illed, roquests started to pour in. So, a fe
people will have to be disappointed, ‘Here's the lineup:

Inpexrator, ¥ . 234 A D,: (country chotces random)

African Cormanders: Arthur I-oweg J . Vi].la Gavas, Via Praloran 138,
Liniana, Bellino 32100, Ital&.’u - : '
Danude Gommander:u’fictor kelusoi, 773 Concourse Village Bast, Bronx, NY
40451, US o T T |
Emperor: Steve Payne, 10 Bush St., Honterey; CA 93340, USA -
Rhine Cammgndezzrﬁ Robert Pagquin, 8885 #amriac, St-Leonard, P.Q., Canada
1P 2N4 S , -
Syrian Commarder: Dan iclellan, ¢/o Expert Tool, 11617 747th St., Edmonton,
Alta,, Canada T5K 13 T

-’

The game will run on 6-week deadlines, under the "prophetic" system (éee
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Austria (31511' OM)S a; m& moky. L h].n,a

England ("a.ﬁ ?:b; war-wg agno; va?:ar% ; Kie hs £ nth h-
m eﬁwx QAFrlpds ;£ na
France (Dav:l.d ﬂeas : £ vel mu-lyog a mun-boh, 8 by a ;,1.1; a pm h:

a bur-mn; (latter ann); LM‘J&B*
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I%aly (Eric Ro'berge: 44 & t%t{& m.tmto m):i..ma:w
a ven h, abyfa&r::..ﬁﬁm
Russis {Bo-b Hormand) ¢ & 80V he ,ond - »“f R
Turkey (John m.pacomb): f con-seg, cuing o
; ._;-*~-<~v*f’“~i ;
Centres: Austrias vie ad, Apd, : bul,. rum, ani (9) Build 2.
Englands hom;, nwg' ‘ "‘.“""’aan;%s ’, mﬁ, m;% e.
¥ranoas: hcmn gpa._, gor; Heke:holy: m. ‘ber, tun, ran, m (12)
Italy: ms 24 &ﬁn Remove 3 o
Russia: - i i “changm, ;- SR
Turkeys .- 1 llq_ .change. . . BRI
The Italian ’pum ] tforward, looks obvious enough
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Variant standbys' Gi@anj., fisher.'"' Bai.me* Payne, ca.rtier*. Lowe, LaFoase,
Paquin, elellan,
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Bob Bawtinhiner dropping
::il.fbﬁl Bobd Figher wi ‘
addresses are i.n #23

!iiéinalm

: '--F.". » ..Nflq TARERD ST '-'-
Retreats: French £ 1yd o pid*&ﬁ AAobwna Thalfasis mid to nat. m, cﬁg,

por, naf or disband,

A : P Rt mm:% the period of our successful revolution our
Ta fona ansuiles have M‘ﬂ 46 (attack owl dgpendents. ¥We will repsl. thesc
a.ttacka with the aid of our red fatherland. Workera o:L’ the 'aorld Unite.
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% ﬂ% ﬂggas%g-)- ; : 1904 MUSICAL CRNTRES PLAYED LR NORTH, AS GERMAN
a~Ontario; Chal enge) ?ms m: mx:s !!)RGE om mmm GRABEEL!

There's a new ca].l tor ar’ mcoasion w ﬁew"onmidﬂ iem pleaqe vote with
your Fall “““’* AT | S

all hold nnordered.
Italy (Eric Roberge): f ion-tun, 8 by z tyr. = T 2 _kri-tud.

Russia (Hugh Polley): a & £ 34n D
a bar-kie, s By baJ.. N
Turkey (Doug Haywa.rd) £ emy-~aegs ‘@ aezh-'-n':l,» a8 by 9. buds; . oon-m,
£ sev-run, s by £ .blaj g mos.p Jex g yar-lvg (nso),
T
Retreats: Germen £ kie to hel, den or dislmtﬁ} Gaman £ 1wy to nrg, bar o
disband; Italian a tri to ven, Kyr,' vie or disband.

The responsibility for. ﬁmmg a mew imdx player (12 one: 1= maud meded}
falls on the Ontario team, i ioh % P\ 13 the aeadline. ‘

ASTHEMTIEMIDTEATWILLW@SAEEREOMOWSMFORTHEPRESEMIHAFRAIDSOM°£if ™
Regular Standbys: Wcrlmm Bartman, Paquin, Cusack, Gemig;u.mi Ba.:lllie, o ~

ar:r:ol‘!., Dunbar, Karnes, Robe: I.:lpscouv*, Morgen,
Kelly, Acheson, ..IoI-ella.n, Halk Nomnd.




/G 8ELk , %ég%g;{é}l: The Visigoths loan Lassilia to the IFranks and

g dip and T o the Byzantines,

The Arabs build ¥ Alx{sc) and A ej; The Barbarians stood pat; the By: -
antineg built A Con, F Rho and A Cae; the Franks built F Aix; the Ostrogoii..
built A Rom; the Fersizns btuilt A Ecb, A iiis and A Hor; the Visigoths haws
a Wwidd, as ¥ neglg:ted %0 credit then with Val; they build F NCa,

Spring orders fall due Hondsy, April 30.

s rales question froo . ] ¢ Acoording to oy map, Dalnatia and Bohoi

ia do not border, Barbdarians a %ed %o move A Dalmatia=-Bohenla and you

failed it because no such unit, If there had been a unit there, would the

order have failed because impossible, or is ny map wrong? ((Your mep is .

right. The Barbarian error was im nlswriting "Dalnatia®" for "Pannonia®.))

rth: The scribe was nearly unrecognizable, covercd with
' 2 barbarian leader slammed hin up against the wall one
more time, just to check to see if he wgs still remembering his lessons.,
"How do you spell valmatia?!"
"Pwpei]l ol =N=I=A!" - gereaned the scribe,
Yl can’t hear you!"
The geridbe screamed the letters louder,
"Do you think they can hear you there?" roared the barbarian leader,
The other shook his head in despair. _
"Well," demanded the leader, "yell again, until they hear you."
~ In the baockground game the shill (sic again) seream: "Somebody around
here can't spell Pannonial™

Eﬁ%faz Province after province recognizes the virtues of Islam. vwhat other
religion lets you slaughter peogle and then sends you to Heaven with all
gorts of sexy wonmen? Beats the Hell out of playing a harp, doesn't 1t?

Asigg to Ogt;ogoggg: Look, Trevor, there's no easy pleces here, sp why

er net lou don't really want Arab hordes rushing out of the Sajara, so
phg gpt ne mad at you? Hetreat to Cyrene like a cunning strategist and
DOR'T BUG iLE, (Aside: sometiues politeness doean't pay.)

Hsﬁii 3% sececa: If you will turn over Basra, Baghdad and liosul %o our holy
sirators, we being a reasonable people will sign a peace treaty and

cease all action against our brave neighbour,. |
HAVETORETAKENEVENBYTHECHAPIN CHARGEBUTFORHEAVEN SSAKEDONTBEAFRATIDOFHIDINGOHANDA

Now Blood: Bob Albrecht, #14, 1520 23rd Ave. N, Lethbridge, Alta, TN 4X9

%!98.5&!9%%; A oougle of people agked about these. I have copies of most
ssues go back to #133 (Sept. T, 1976) and will eoon junk about half of
these, so 1f you wan% any, speak now. I have no ldea what a complete set
would cost, but the total page could 1s about 650, which would run £6,50 fox
a start; I won't even try to estimate postage, Frangois, 1'm sure you'll
appreciate that I just don't have the time to comb through them for articies.
A1l or none, ar some, from a given number on. Fair enough? _

Darn! After two weeks of spring-like weather, it snowed again.... ind of
course I forgot to plug my car in, so the old battery won't turn it over....
And I feel my sinuses coning on again.... And I had too many late nights
on the tweekend.,.., i'm in a great nood.... CHIMO!
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