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Only a couple of ganes thia week, 80 I'll see whag ise I can 1’11; in,
There's lots of reader resnonsq to tha last opuple of 1:les I made. So,
right to the games. , - _

Tamg_gigzggig% a??i%ﬁf:lﬂgz) A§ rza USHAL, Two qnm or mHREE's ﬁox BAD!
oronto-uontre

Austria (Cal White): a rom-tusj f. a,pu-nap, a tz:i-tyo- a vie-gal;
abohsamn.amunsnuafhal-ki :
England (Robert Paquin): NiR! f bar, f nrg, a nwy &t ska hold nnordered.
Prance (Raynald ﬁmvost) a bel-ruh; a pa:r.\-hu.r, mar-lyo; _g_m .
% apa h,
Germany (Raymond Couture, bqt dae beloi:v) £ awe-iin; a ber-kiej & pru=ber,
Russia (Franco Cauz): £ rum~bulee; £ bal-kie, a sil-yar; £ stpac-bot;
- .8 fin-gtp, 8 by & mos, .

,\Turkey (Kario Cauz s nap-tyr; I..LQM m—gas. a am-aev, a alb-trio

Raymond Couture 18 resi ng, and wiil be re laced by Ala.in La.fond ¢/o ki,
Lafond, 2311 St-Donat, Hontrdal. Telephone (514)-351-4879. R

Fall orders are due Iuepday, May 22,
EJ)TOTHEHOSPITAI-PERFOR&EDTHEIMRICATEAHDSUCGESSFUIDPMIONANDBEOA»IEKNOWASTHE

Lettexs: | | o

Fronm j S y AMNC: Your Impera.tor game is 1979 hg. ({Notice that this
is an omplete MN, a8 there should be an upper case letter or letters af-
ter the "1979", Can you give mg a. conplete number. please?))

- What other game needs a iN? ((The .5~player Madman gane, which began in
#231, December 18, 1979, and which I have brought %o your attent:l.on monthly
ever since., I also need a MN for the Sacred Rh game which has since begun
in #247, April 9, 1979.)})

Something is wrong with your "Dladochi AR game's M. You refer to it as
1978AShe, liy records show it as originating 27 Dec. a_l If it is a 1??
game start, it should get a new ulN, The "AS" ig - onable anyway. ({1 mis—-
gped it on that one occasion; 1%'s "1977AShe", _on,'t you keep a record of
the ¥Ns you have assigned?)) B " ‘ '
Sorry for delays. LoH in prepaxation.

From Rogggg Sacke, MNC (on leave of a‘bsence) No., (I was going to write a
detai answer, but I owe W an article so I'm sending it there instead, I

»~was about %0 resign in favour of Liike Smolin, but I have to settle some
things, and correspondence with Eire (and Garvey) is temporarily stopped.
{(Robert has sent me a copy of his DW. article, which I'n not authorized to
publish at present.))

From Fred Davis: I agree with ha.lf of your aditorial in R?NEST())HE about the
over




Ggpe 19768Efk, Sprine 639: MOSLEG HOLIDAY DECLARED! BYZAVTINE ADMIRAL TEARS

HAIR! TOP O' THE KORNIN® TO CHARLEMAGNE! .

Arabs (Dave Pengelly): NkR! F Alx(sc) & A Ant dislodged; A NeJ, A UEg,
A NSi, A Jer, A Hos, A Bag, A 29, A 30, 4 Eup, A 24, A 25, A Bas,
4 Bah, A Yem & A Axu all hold unordered.

Barbarians (Greg Brown): F BaltioSea-Skagserak, g Ex F nmgn s P Nyy-Nrg:
A1 8 A Den; A 2~-Sgxony; A 3—Bohemi§1: 8 oy anno ;3.; —

A Scythia-Logeruoanlis, W; A 4 8 A Upperkoessa;
A VWestirmenla h, 8 by A kas en ;s one army exists in

A

barbarian sones.

: "

Byz.antineeF(S

teve Norris)
pcel o -c

: 105241 * '
anphylia , nedea; F Rhodes~PanmphylianSea;
® EgyptianSea s OST A Larm~Alx; A Hellas-Epirus; S
acedonia~-Uppepilossia, A Lowexlio A Pontus 8'A Awasimy
a3 A a~ och, 8 by A Awasim,

a=-Ireland; W, s by FHth . -
Bohs A Rheatia & - ssilia~-CisalpineGaul; -
amenta~Saxony, 8 by A Frisia & A Thuringlaj

1.
A

Ostrogoths 3 A karnarica-Alexandrie; A Certhage h, 8 by
A Leptis & F SyrtiaGulf; F AlolianSea-pPijugyanses F S
F SouthTyr~NorthTyr; A Cisalpine
A Rome,
Persiens (Hugh Polley): A Assyria & A Zagrusiits s A Samarra; A Samarra holds
a party for visiting Vandals; A Susa holds captive Arab belly
dancers; A Nishapur s A Susa; F Elbur-idareCasplacum; o
A Echatana-Eldbur; A s+ A Samarkang--12; A Rashtrakutag-
Gauda; A Horm O a; © GulfOfCnan & »
F Oman-PersianGulf; F GulfOfidan-RedSea.
Visigoths (Steve Cartier): F Novalartago-CapeNao;
A Humidia & A Hippo; F N g-ag ; ugya
A lkasszilia~CisalpineC 3 eptinania-ilassiiia
Septima.’niaa

Retreata: Arab E Alz to SS1 or disband; Arad A Ant %o Dan or disband.

L ]
ae

Arab gtandby orders are regquested fro:ﬁ argaret Gemignani; addresses in ‘#231'
except for: COA: Greg Brown, 501 West Georgia, Phoenix, AZ 85013, USA, Fall

orders are due lopday, June 4. :

, . : . _Baghdad, -
W: Give us back our beautiful capital,/ -~ .. and we
w re your s tly used. belly dancers. - T

Wf- If you will turn 88T Basra, Baghdad and kosul to our holy
a gtrators, we being a reasonable people will sign a peace trealy an -
cease all action against our brave nelighbour, )

DO CTORWHOPUTTREHEARTBE?ORETHECOURSE&RFVDIHTRE@RGITATEUP\?HUGKGQOKIETOSSI:UH CHEIO

M letter, contimued:Uiller Numbers, There is ne doubt that the Miller
Snbars Phemselves are virtually worthless for anything other than to simply
give a postal game a designator. The meaning of the designator is unknown %0
anyone without a Miller Number chart, and there are few people in the hobby
these days who have a complete chart, oo T

1 can alsc conceive that it might be possible to have the various Board-
nan Number Custodians issue nunbers for variant games. This 13 something
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,~ vhich can be decided only by joint disodsiiors’ Hith ‘all the ENCs and ihe -
people who have been tentatively picked td 1saue Variant Numbers, so I wﬂn't
get into that issue here, LT Y

I do wish to advise you that the: ‘of gor j;ing an orderly, rqxianalf
claaaitication of the 550-odd Jmotnt’ {tants ‘Has heen virtuslly comp
Ag you know, thig job was begun bg Hartley Patterabn 1n ‘England and by cbn-
rad von Lietzke, Rod Valker, Dick Vedder nyself in America., The final ad-
3ustnenta were made by Der Garvey »f oxt .Iralanﬂ, who 'is now the. Vorld
ariant Archivist, This syptan haS’agopt d, tn theory, (. ‘adopteda..
ghardon my typing.)) by the# o;: moat 51“ the world's variant banks,
e only holdup has. been 2 o tpo ptrike in the Irigh Republic, whifch
has been in effoct since at leas ﬁg&ch 9y,
had sent out a draft of the ggignt fumber claasiricaﬁions to sav-
eral people in’ the hobby, and wented Ll k “and/or ‘corrections fram these
geo le bvefore preparing a £ _draft, Rod Walkexr, the N.A. Variant Bank =
est custodian, had not uade Teply ‘gs of the middle of ‘FeQruary. I don't
know whether this reply got to Garvey bgfore the. Irigh ‘postal strike: he@n
In any event, the strike hit before the’ final draft could be ‘relcaged. Ve: '
had initially hoped to have the Variant ‘Numbexr axstem{in'operation by Harch
1, 1979, Regardless of whut decision is made about the "Issuance of nuobers
for postzl games, the several V,B. Custodians will adopt the Yariant liunber
ayster for their files, and all gares will be referred %¢ by:their Variant
Humbers in future references to them by virtually all of the bigwiga within
the varient hobby, (i.e., eve dy axcept Sacks & Co,)
There has besn & tentativelﬁeciaion tc ggbint three Variant Nunber Cus-
todians: one for Continental pe, on rth Auerica and one for the

7 U.K. Ireland, Australis and the rest ar the wonxﬂ. I don't want to say who
these people will be, as the g gpoinxmenxa ‘miy not be official yet, It ig my
personal opinion that it's better to have ‘specisl custodians igsue th? des~
ignators for variant postal gahég, +0 ensure that the correct doing ((?)) 1is
used, However, if the present Bﬁﬁs are interested in volunteering to do that
3ob, that is their choice, and wquiq neither appose nor favour their doing

* ({I nave not heard anything from the Agpstaa as yat' hope they'll re- ;
apond, at least %o say whether or not they'd be amemable if publie opinion
favoured the 1aea,))

Prom N : Your solution to the hiller'Nunber problem is exoellento
It has the following advantages:

(1) The two lower case letters used to designate the variant were worgth-—
less. liost variants are played only once or twice, so most designations wind
up being used for only one ganme, If a voriant is played séveral times, 1%
usually has been amended, given a Roman nunbera (eg. Jihad 1I) and becomes
lieted as a separate varient. Of what use was a classification with only one
or two nembers per class?

(2) The endleas efforts to classify variants would never succeed because
the entire hobby would never agree on a systen,

(3) There being no effective way for the hobby to really agree on ﬂﬁx
course of action, the only way to_do semething is just to go ahead and
1t, and hope for acceptance, The Boardmab Number Custodian iz in a unique
position to arbitrarily start using your proposal, and would have to be recog-

»~ nized as assigner of variant numbers by anyone who uses siller Numbers,

Thus, the solution is for Dennis Agosta to sinuply announce that he will
assign Boardman Lumbers to variants. As he 1s obviously nore reliable than
Robert Sacks, who has made a mesa of the lLiiller Numbers, he would, I believe,
become universally recognized as assigner of variant numbers. Of courae, it
would be best if Robert Sacks amnd iiichael Spolin would voluntarily relin-

over)
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quish their authority to lennis., They night well be willing to do this, as.
Robert has indicated his desire to devote tine to other areas, and wichael ),
is apparently overwvhelmed by the task.

Ag for variant classification, it might be a good project for the Vari-
ant Bank Custodlans to catalogue varlants by type. ((Great minds think alike
- gee Fred Davis' letter.)) CoT o o

from wark t Your editorial in 4245 wmales a great deal of sense, thougn
I anm %enera vy unfaziliar with the variant scene, Ly orly resservation is
that I would not like to see more work given to the surent HC, He (presun-
ably) got quite a backlog of work from Cal vhite, and has not published an .
issue of EVERYTHING... on his own yet. In view vf your comnents in #2437 on
the subject of people pressing other people %o take additional hobby duties,
I wonder if you asked the present ENC 1f ha yanigd the job before you wrote
the editorial? B S S

((lio, although I discussed the idea hriefly and confidentlally with Cal
back when he was KiIC, and he was not averass in principle. However, my edi-
torial was written purely theoret 1y. Al%o, 1% would be possidbly for Dens
nis to appoint an Associate Custodian for the varianig area, as various BENCs
have done in the past for various geographical areas.))

Fron W In'a wvay I sort of a?ee with Hark Berch as he ex-
prease 8 views e letter printed in RUSNESTONE #243, However, you have
repeatedly stated that the zine was primarily for the players and not for
the readers, what it beils down to is that you sbuck to your promise, as oul-
lined in %he er all new subbers/traders get. Those tha% are disappointed
in the current lack of reading naterial ip RUNESTUGIE aren®t really being
forced to subseribe tc it, are they? And so if liark won't accept your heavy w/
workload at this time, then I guess ha could Go something about it. ((Such
as come and play my @gigs or keep my girlfriend happy? NaWoees)) -
(Por my part, I don't really care too much what's in RUNESTONE; I read
what I get, and will continue ny trade for 1% as long as you are willing %o
do, 1°d 1liké %o see more o read in the zine, hut 1%’s not like I'm going
up a wall.) All in all, I think what lark is driving at is that you have a
very good reputation as a readers' zine, which he states ain't true. I have
a feeling that this wlll only be teuporary. ‘ L
((On the other hand, some readers have comuented that they prefer all
ganea and 1o beBoess) ' R

RUNESTONE,

John Leeder, :
2202 Broadview Rd. ¥W,
Calgary, Alta,,
Canade T4 3H8

Printed latter
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