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Well, 1 put liarge on a plane for kngland last night, 8o now I'm ready
to settle down to sone Diplomasy. (The music scense is quiet, and I no longer
»~aged to chade wonen, so I might as well do ess) Of course, I have
$o finiash moving, buy a new ecar, get ready %o %D o Winnipeg.., hu% these
should leave me lota of %ime over for important things,
In case the non-play subscribars are woddering: by the time I got
sorted out it was mid-month, so I decilded to walt and do s double
« So you're getting your llay and June issues in one batch, Saves you
& bit of noney, 1f you don't mind the weight, er, wait. (I even pun in ny
O e s a5 ol ady typed a Ity (s)
€ games are 2 yped up, am ve one - naybe two = page({s) over.
Let's see 1f I can find unanswered letters.... P

0 hear you've gotten so tusy((l don't... I'm engoy-

From 1 Sorry %
ing nyse orcuﬂll.?g ) but there was one thing you mentiomed that I oouldn't
resist commenting on. You sald nothing could stop you from the elec-

4ion results one evening. I never watoch on the idlo %, Lf you
1isten to the radio you can do bomathing else at the seme time., TV is the
bigg?irt "thief of time” that was ever invented,

As a matter of fact, the plection was the gne show I've watched this
year. Literally. I haven't owmed a TV for three years. .large has one which
is never turned on, Even when I owmed a TV, I rarely watched it without
roading a book at the same time. Looks like we think alike.))

From w: You have a gnod sine, with no space wasted on rook rmailc
or recipiea or political philosophy, So keep up the good work, ({ictuelly,
I used to "waste" space on folk nusie, outdoors stuff, politice and r

,cher toplos; I atill would, if I had the time. Glad you like the zine in
.$8 ocurrent, de facto, incarnation, though, iray that I keep Dusy....))

Fronm Wz Concerning ﬁm‘ article in #7245, "A Radical but Simple
Propos or Cleaning Up the ililler ilunbers Problen':

As for abandening Lkillexr Nunbers, why not? But to mix ther in with
the Boardman Numbers would be, in ny humble oﬁnion, Wrong.

Abandonment would hurt no one, exc ﬁ: vﬁr ps & few variant fonatics,

The players do not really benefit from g a "iiller RKunber", Ihis is
clear, because during all those nmonths when nothing was done varicnt games
went on withomt, 4o my knowledge, any player losm% mach sleep,. dct only
that, but just think of all the useleas work saved

Useless?! Well, what else? It is probably impossible o dovisc a system
for rating all variants together fairly. 90 per cent of variants cre Played

once or & few times, then never again, 80 a record of them doesa't need
‘o nalntained for any real reason,

Now, Boardman Numbers serve a purpose, in that they facilitate informa-
tion ga{hering for statisitical purposes, en here, though, I do not thirk it
necegsary to munber every game, We need to unusual gantes, not clut-
$exr up the lista, I feel that listing local %telephone games ox other irregu-
lar ganmes ‘the Boardman iiumbers. In fact, thought should be given to as-
signing Bo an Numbers only after a gane is %ﬁ and 1t was regular,
The tranascript would be subnitted by the &i, an er ruling the gsame regu-
}.saﬁe it would be aassigned a number based on the order in vhich it was fin-

Se

Ganesmasters or players who didn't want to sulsait itheir games wouldn't

»~uaave to. These are likely to be more irregular (less formal) anyway.

what would result would be a chronological lisgt of homogen3ous ganes,
yerfect for statistical purposes. ' :

Vhy elufter up the list with games which are not ratable and/or which no
one cares about, as evidenced by not sutmitting am application for a Number?

: goonti.nued on pags &)
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GM:Blair Cusac;,1620-h2nd St..SV,Calgary,Alberta T3¢ 125 ‘ . n
ipter 1902:Spring 1903 GROSS Inomapmﬁmt' AROUNDSINY s i
AUSTRIA (Halucci) F Tri. retreats' to\Aﬁr.,Remuvos A Run. - : T

F AdreeTri.,A Tyl. S F Adr.-'rri,.,n Bude S F idCeeTri, 8
ENGLAND (Acheson) Builds Flect London. *

F HngOc"'Den’ .’F Lon.—ﬂ'th.,F B@lgo r LOB.-N*’Zh;, Fod

F Eng. S P Belg.,A vy, Holds. s nororad

FRANCE (Broun) NMR! A's Pic..Burg..Pied. Hold,?'s _xg;;,Spa(sc3 Hold. ;‘g
f

GER:ANY (Grabar) NMR! A Burs. retreats. O’J;B A's Holl.,Ruhr and ; * Den, Hold..
ITALY (Vorkman) Builds F Naplea. L : D :
F Nap,=Ronig, A -Ro ,F Ion.-Tyrr.,F Tun.S F lone.=Tyrr.,
A Tri.-Vie. o
RUSSIA {Lipsconb) Builde Army Varsar.
F SeVi=ArtiasA Ukre=S6¥.,4 Ga.~Rulteyh Vare=Sils,

F Swe. S ENGLISH F Helgo,=Den oy

TURKEY (Oaktlyn ?) NMR! A's Serb.,SMy..EZa,Bla.,Bulg(ec),Aeg. a:l Hold. ,;“,9
«Gernan F Den. may retroat to Baltic,Kiel,or Siaggs.or OTB, -
~French F Tyrr. nay retrecat to Lyon,!ued.,Tusca,or 0TB. 'j
-Gernany is operating one short,vhile. Turkey is running one shurt as well.
~John? Standby requests for Turkey,F?ance and Gernany pleasa. @
Prags 4

Vienng—I hereby dee¢roc that I have never deslred ((never-271)) R Y

to annex Italy,Serbia or tha‘Elack Sea=~~=({Unusual name “or women...f}
Talten out of context ny nbrdériﬁ"tﬁe-past night have beor misunderstéo@
in this regard---thic is in no way a change of position f(Gacp!!@..))
in this regard or on these ist sussw~{{If I ever called girls an issue,
11611444 ) )=aClarification of newv data hac persuaded mo thet I should
not hesitate ((yes,yes«..go one...pant,qrool))¢.ato chanie ny opin;one
Zo be more easily understood--— ' ' '
Helium=You lecherous beast you! -

Rone~How can I answer the ({French}) cables? I don't ever knovw

which Browa you arel ) |

HeliunaThat‘s guite alrisht,he doesn’t know elther apparentiya.,

- Friday, Jubg, 2%, ~
Sthnabjs?a%kégggiofggﬁéaﬁgsﬁﬁff"GerLaaj. Athaﬂd Turkey: Gor:. Bartman., ..

All addresses in #252.
Dave Grabar's HMR is likely due %o tne faect that he once agoin sent his.
orders to ne, and this time I was unable to pass then ort. b;g}J .5 the Gil,
Bernie Oaklyn is travelling (to Canada, no less, land of gi: line...) be-



~

(’.

g:.mmg‘ June 29, Tem &m replacement is Eric Ozog, 1526 N. Iawler Ave,,
hi.cago, IL 60651, Bemie will be away for five weeks, Alsoc, Bermie's
f 3811")' gawggs unll.sted) a.rel (301)-?84-0262 (with answering device) .
- ’ p .
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74: HUGE STALELATE AGROSS MIDLANDS! NORSE
. .‘n.m:ms ROUND KENT! WESSEX LEADERLESS!

V:°H

East Angles (tmor Baillie): 'A Gan , :
.1 Holland-liorth&nglas; l'ﬂvf'f-a rrz:m.. s

Korse (

ﬂ m %&01‘3& ;
Northumbria (Robert Fisher):

Plots (Ken wilkie): F Firtho
A Weshnor AgE

: reserve' N I Nhuda
Maarsemonth; P qudd-friabﬁea; A Wreooonaaetan-%ateme,
A Northherciana—l’eoaaetan; i : aSgxons;

A iiddiesns) RRdys A
aarwa.r 3 a eat, G removes
A Up!l" A Wintanceaster & A Sonersa.etan hold unordereda _

Stapdby for the West Saxons wj.l.‘l be: Raanald Provost; all addresaes in #252,
Fall orders are dwe Mop,, July 23,
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Sape 197748, Wa MEV FRENCH REGILE FINDS ITSELF IN DANGER!
NEV ITALIAN REGIME FINDS ITSELF OUSTED!

Hothing heard from Head or Roberge, ergo Carroll and Karnes move in,

Austria (Blair Cusack): £ con-eeg; a alb-tri; a tri-~tyr;. a vie-boh;
a boh-ail sbya a ukr 8 a gal; a run 3 a ukr,

England (Dan daclellan): t a., por, ¢ by £ mid & I eng;
fnthsfeng; fhe.‘r.-hol, atvakie. aatp—n, s by < bal;
avwar hy; 8 by a nos,

France (Mike Carroll): (Built £ bre); 2 3 Lm?g; a bus-ruhg
a pru~ber, s by a mm & s B8 ple-ven, 8 arom & £ apu;
a mar h; £ ion h, a8 by yr. (a 81l retreat %o pru or disgband.)

Italy (Doug Xarnes): . (Retreat to tus or disband?
Russia (Bob Normand): a aev h un,
Turkey (Jobn Lipscomb) f gre 5 Aus f eas-ion.

COAY. #iike Carroll, 172 Bruce St., London, Ont. N6C 1H1 Standby or Ruasia:
Bob Albrecht, All other addresses in #255 Fall orders due ldon., July 23.

Lg_mg%, 3§ 2%5. Sorry, but .due lack of communication this war has
gone it. Yan'laave xpe M.% 5 _
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Tﬁ'&m Ggﬂ}mz RUS-IUR SITUATION ABSURD! ITALY STABS AUSTRIA, LEN-
ations Game ACES FRANCE AS LATTER THROWS WEIGHE LIMEYWARD!

Austria (Hugh Polley) Mﬁmﬂ Y bud-rtm, 8 by a sers
on.

England ( ;fe asgtjema) £ ba.:--stpno, s by £ nwy; £ gwe~fins £ nth-lon;
edi-n
Prance (Dave ﬂurd)x.f wes~uid; a ple=-wal, ¢ by f engj a bur-plc; a mar-gas.
Geman¥ (Borst -Tohn) NiR! £ ska, :2 den, a kie, a bel, a 81l & a tyr h un,
Ton Butcher): a ven-pie; f lon-gre; £ tun-wes, s by £ {yr.

Rusela Ehalter Compton) : u;,n?jm a stp-mos; £ con-my, s by a ank.
Turkey (Fred Winter): f asg-coR; g _guy-akk (ret, am) {ret. gev) .

Winger 1904: Austria: home, ser, 4Af, bul, ﬁu'm (7) Builds a vie.
England: home, nwy, m, 8 a 1pl.
Frence? hone, spa, por (
Gernanys bel, hol den (6) ilo cha.nge.

Ita : home Builds a ven,
% (3) Renmoves £ smy.
Turkey: con, % fenoves a sev.

Hard to believe Horst will drop, but answa\y German standby will be Dave
Pengelly. 411 addresses in #252. Spring ordera are due Mon,, Aug. 6.

Hoggeoy: Will the Engliah deelare thenselves? Austria is presaing... .
Lond St, Pe : The Pied P:I.pe:c has a waiting list three years -

ong, an ope you be eliminated in less time than that., That should
teach you to wateh out whose toes you step on.

L X ] [ » ] L ] [ ] L a ] L] o [ ]

TM _E;g%m RUSSIA HARD-HIT ON ALL FRONTS! BAD SEASON FOR
e Presber Game CONVOYS! ITALY TO REGAIN RESPECTABILITY?
Austria &H:Lke Oa.rroll) a buc-vie. 8 by a tri; £

England (Heiki Walk): W
£ lpl=iri; a.r; =DYWY o
Frange (Trevor Baillie :.

Germany (Blair Cusack):

a den-sve; 3 \nso).
taly (Norm Dunbar): : M
Rnssia (I)oug Kames). t a mos; ; 3.yar=lve;
- H m. .

Turkey(Ranop myth)s emy-eas,abytaeg:agremabul-m,sby
f bla & a sev,

Retreats: Austrian f ven to adr or disband; Russian a vie to tyr, boh or dis.

Fall orders are due ionday, July 23.

o » [ . ° ° o ) . ° ° [ e . o » ] * o )

The S S n: A couple of people re onded to the call for more
variant s 8, we could use lots more, Help keep "old faithfuls" like
Trevor Baillie a.nd Bob Fisher fron getting overloaded.
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AS NEW TSAR GOBE‘AQHER QIASHI
BA%_&«HP :E IOI I ?T'}

The vote on a 2-way draw (IrR) ia 41 please voke with Fall qrderm
Doug Hayward is uynheard-£fromg ;go m‘i tmwa -over mm;. e g
Prance (Hugh Polley): £ ga-bre; & .mr-edi: a.bel=holi -

Germ (Ro er) a :mm-hola 8 by £ kiem 5o :
Italy (Dave Pengelly): £ nid-nat; £ porwmid; £ wea-apasc; :
uun-bur. 8 by & mar. & tyzz:-bom”"a ven, wa.tc.hea,a 8" §

7~ Gang 19TIALLG, w=-. F

Fall orders are due Qggu_m

J - } v T

m_%d(m’) The King tumﬂﬁ; fxomm datent 1tr:l.cﬂ:o::':,»-. *"Thoge Russians
of peogle. and at this rake;they ‘bal I think I'11 give them
he French,. m. Ahay: talk big, but to get a draw they're -
going to have to show scne brj.]i ce Bt more than presa releases,"

!g%m_ﬁ_jﬁg 3%? ineluded m the "ﬂr@"? Ifahl Eot until a certain place ,
gesoo_ eth dge e i _

Asao te Status,

y o1 3%& do},l’tdmnw“ Wl

gopna be & doogy! .
ag? I will ﬂ.hu:h up npw... but ;just for now!

. ¢ . ™ . P s ‘» i ‘.' ""‘i"‘ -'"-"6""‘ T S S . . ’ o 0 o

Geme 1978014, Suring 1905: DRASTIC AGTION CAIIED FORI

This game is pretiy crazy already, 'go xt's tine for another bit of craziness,
Let's transform it from an Alberta-~Ontario Challenge to a Northern Alberta~
Southern Alberta Challenged I'm: calling on Blair Cusack to take on France
and Bob Albrecht to assume play of Turkey. Why not? (Hayward is NiRing again,)

Also, if everyone agrees, we can convert to 2-week deadlines. {However,
unless 1t's unanimous, we stay on three, Ag well, I want players to
&933%9 on the phone to send in orders. It's allk ri oecasionall\r, s ut

on t into the habit. If two weeks is too short for rezular pcstal sub-
miasion of orders, stick to 3~week deadlines,)

Thirdly, a slight misprint last season necessitstes, I think, a delay.
Rugseia retreated "f den-hel", mot "hol" (which is impossible; this is obvi-
ous — it's the next bit that creates the confusion) and disbanded a hol.

The new deadline is N J however, if anyone votes for 3 weeks,
it'11 by July 16. (lLiake I% Tk QE ? I get to go to Winnipeg.)

o ° o a > o 'Y o e e ) ' 'y ° & o o o ° °

Si on News: Would you believe that there are now no US
_Jtandbys on the iist for worldwide games? How ‘about renedying that condition?

W: As a natter of fact, I pay have one spot still open — in
a ¥ren ge game in BATOCHE, If you've got a bit of reading-writing
fluency in French, why not rush to get into the last spot currently availabie
ln the oncé-vast RU“ILSTONE ganes empire?
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F Winter Lotter (continued from p, 1): Perhape somewhat off the subject,
- glgcunent nevertheless strikes at the question: ghy? Vhy llst variants
at ?

((This letter desexrves a conplete answery and I don't know if I've pgot
the space... ar the tine — it's geotting 1ldte, But I'1ll nake a stert, an
naybe finish off next issue,

((Last things first? Why list variants? For the same reason we lis$ reg-
uler ganes: 1t's %gigﬁggjégg! It's interesting for sone people e see their
ovn nauzes in print and get a bit of an ego boost (or puncture, as the case
may be). On a less childish level, it gives people a chance to see how
friends, ecnenies and acquaintances are doing. In this way, it provides a
badly-needed binder, a ynifying influsnce in this gadly-centrifugal hobby.

It also gives raw material for ratings aystems (and even if you personally
aren't interested in ratings, surely you'll adnit that it’s a valld concern
and area of pleasure for those who .

({These are some reasons for ligighg information on ganes, and no doubt
gome readers unaffected by Puborg (we've got & brewers' strike on our hands
here in Alberta) will be able to think of others. A somewhat separate func-
tion is the assigning of nunbers, whether Boardnman or Liller. I think there
*ﬁa: vallé reason for doing this, 1f only that it's easier to say "1077a1i8"

"the 4-player kiadmen game in RULBSTOKE", The iiiller Fumber systen, cun-
bersone 23 it is, is better than nothing. But nore than that, it provides
another unifying funotion. In,apgigin§ or a ikiller Nunmber, a @i plugs hin~
self into something bigser than gelf and, for one brief shining menent,
participates in The Variant Hobby, Perhaps his partlcipation ends there; '@ .
perhaps he goes on to make a greater -input in other o in any event, a .
door is opened, if the Gi choosea tu enter, Wwithout iiiller dumders {or some =
equivalent) that door Just never exists. As we see now; I feel that a lot
of the insularity in the variant hobly atdgreaent can be cirectly attributed
to the failure of the :iller liumber Custodian and Acting killer Humber Custo-
dian %o perforn their fundamential dutles,

((Sure, 1t's perfectly posaible for players %c play in an isclated vari-
ant game, have & good time, and walk away, But why restrict ourselves 4o
that? “hy ignore the overtones? Vhy not plug into the greszter gossihilities
as well, vork on the higher levels, have a richer experlence? It's possible....

((I'11 continue my response in a future issue — pext issue, I hope...))

~——— CHIWO!
John Leeder, —

121 19th Ave. iE,
Calgary, Alta.,
Canada T2E 13

AirMail Par avion
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