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The Mark Berch Departaent

After a reprieve froam the appressive heat and huiidit{ that characterizes the Hooville suaser
_ - We find gurselves thrust back to face the full fury of a raging Mother Nature.
Temperatures still haven’t gotten back to the hundreds but it’s getting there, and the huaidity has already arrived.

GANE OFENINGS © One Bunboat Diplomacy gase opening [three signed up, four neededl.
{ne Snow Fighting opening [four signed up, four neededl.

-

Circulation & 33

URBANE SCRAWL
Part 1

Yes, that’s right this is another issue of that award winning zine, THE SCRIBELERIST. I bet a few of you
thought you’d never see 1t again. But I’a back and on time, just like that nightsare that haunts you night after night.
What have we got lined up for this issue? Well, the letter coluan is slowly picking up steam, I've got quite a bit to
say in the "hobby news™ section though there is frightfully little to talk about. He’ve got another gamestart, some
aore play/read lists, another quiz, and a lot of drivel fros your huable editor, Also, 1o and behold, I’ve decided to
throw in a subscriber list and saybe an excerpt froa a book [no, this is NOT Perelandra'l.

First things first, corrections/plea for sercy. As I was reading over last 1ssue 1 was disturbed with how
aany errors 1 let slip bv. Some of thes made se look like a real idiot. Let me assure you here and now that [ #ill do
&y utmost to elisinate such sistakes in the future.

Secand is a retraction of sorts. My comments in US Fart I last issue were effectively put to rest between TS
17 and this issue in that I have garnered quite a bit of publisher support as evidenced by the fact that I now carrz 11
trades and one autual sub, not to sention one sub fros a tellow publisher [hi Cathy'l. 1 really do appreciate all the
support and encouragesent they, and the rest of you, have given aver the past weeks in the letters you've written and
the pluas vou’ve given. [°11 see if I can’t reciprocate sosetise in the near future.

And finaly, a dedication. This issue goes out toc a woman who 1'd imagine aost everybody knows and has most

likely plaved a game of postal dippv against. She has aade me one of a select group of publishersj she has put ae in
the ainority, a position [ relish., This woman is none other than ..... Melinda Holley. She doesn’t play in any of ay
gages nor does she standbv or even subscribe. A rare birg [ be, indeed!

T

]

g s
hat's 1t for now but never fear 1’11 be back with sore opinions and little snippets from av life and the
&e. Reaeaber, wherever you 9o, whatever .cu reac, the heavy hand of the editor 15 never far behind...

CATCALLS FROM THE CHEAR SEATS

I agree with v7ou to a point when vou sav that aassive aid
- hnother CATCALLS arrives with everv issue so be sure to would necessitate a “heavy US presence.” However, such a
write s& and you sav be featured. This issue we’ve got a few presence need nat E%.lntthi fora qt-ghe us nlkxtgryfnor
new slavers of the game and a cousle returning veterans. Topics dozs f?EquES?FC?_deetLD T 51=#?te_$ng: o e
tnciude Noriega (will I ever let this die?], 5DI, and a few LERLTAl nagrita TEars Lue Uo &R Whal 1L Can 4g. v we
sther *hings. 3o let’s quit dawdling and get this show on the went sarching in declaring that we were going to straignten
raad : : up “their® mess we would stir up quite a bit of resentaent.
g have to be honest with the people of TA and let thea
Savid Orne: work out the probless their way. Alsc, when you cite Japan
n: & geographer, I as verv interected in hearing more about and Germany as exaaples [ ear you are way otf base. For
the 'fﬁrﬁail"f-ﬂﬁﬁdedn area vou li"‘l‘E in I ai CUriGUé tis one, a wWal ravagec eCcnoay 15 tar different trog an
_ . : ST, 8 wal Tdvageg ' TERERL T
Jirginta colonial garb wornm by the trees there or are aodern euisting systea riddled with corruption, the latter being
tusedos acceptabler auch harder to “clean up.® One aust also consider the fact
- = ; N i -3 - b T-p = - - - - - 3 M -
that both Japan and Germany had an industrial base froa
[iGh zure, kick a san when he's down' 1 said 1°@ sorry, What which to rebuild whereas Central faerica has never had anv
E : L 9 @dil WUED e o : " Al Srdustel s ac o speak ot ] 1y ]
aore 20 vou Want? BLOOD?!?! Actually, that was one of the ingustrial base Lo speak of. Seconcly there isa =
Elstakes fros last issue that I’a most eabarrassed about. I gifference between & battle fatigued people and the Central
shudoer every tise | think asbout that one, > Americanc of todayv. The Japanese and Germans had for the
‘ ' most part known something better than war, a tise when the
g ore zerious topic, that of Noriega, though it is srtz flourished and life wasn’t so difficult. The Central
siowiv evolving into a discussion on intervention in general, niericans on the other hand have known nothing but poverty
WRiCH 15 just fing with ge, ; and cuppression under one regime atter another. They've
) ’ zgen too aany friends and relatives die and are therefore
Iokn Justin: thankful to be scraping by with whatever they can, This
uze of force would succeed in stopping the protles ({the fsiE3 hed SUSDICIOUS Of Change and promises of a better
entire lentral American drug situations:. Active United States ifte for thev nave been fooled o0 aany tises before. And
210 would revive the area and hopefully create prosperous futurs
b
ail at

suming such aid was given with a heavy U5 presence. ‘ K
z es would be Japan and Germanv., Naturally, there are WORK HARDER... PLAY HARDER...
fLLIEnt dyicerences, uut those exaabiss show 1t can ge STAY HARDER... LONGER!

as -




they become especially suspicious of a towering outsider
who promises thea a better life for they reaeaber the
aulti-nationals of years gone by. It is a tough situation
and if we want to win we will have to play by their rules

and on their turf.’?

available, Aid qoes to corrupt leaders while the local
governments are powerless to stop the druglords even if they
tried. These drug exporters rule their countries through terror
and death threats ... Intervention by the US is justified as
auch as it was by the Jap attack on Pearl Harbor” (well, alaost).
True this will shoot our popularity all to hell, but face it -
we're not popular now anyway. Years of namby-pamby foreign
policy has ruined our international standing. 5o, what use in
trying to save something that doesn’t exist

{{What we are trying to save is our own skin. You're right
in saying that we've ruined our reputation sverseas,
especially in the third world countries, but that doesn’t
give us license to go out and flex our sagging suscle.

What concerns ae sost is the possibility of turning the
whole of Central Aaerica into another Vietnaa. Our
military intervantion may overthrow corrupt bureaucracies
but cur presence would alienate the fenple and tould easily
lead to a war of attrition against elusive guerilla
soveaents. What I believe we must do is step up our
interdiction efforts and nurture the reforsers struggling
in Central famerica. This would help to alleviate tne
problea in the short tera plus put us in good position to
wipe ocut the probles in the long ters.>)

Steve Courteaanche:

Concerning the policies of the Reag
Noriega : Strongars tactics that den’t h
are doomed to failure. They even have a
even when they have the required auscle.

The United States is a democracy and is thus heavily
influenced by how other nations view us. Strongara tactics aake
us look like & "bully,” a neddler in other people’s affairs.
Noriega’s policies were getting him into enough trouble. If we
gzintained our legal position without taking action against the
whole country we would probably be better otf. We, as a pecple,
should tryv to help others instead of trying to forment
dizcontent and rebellion.

an adainistration and
ave auscle behind thea
tendency to backfire

{{Here, here! Steve’s letter goes to the heart of what !'a
trying to sav. We amust encourage those who believe as we
do as opposed to attacking those we dicagree with. Yes, we
are not the sost popular nation but why would we want to
push the Central fmerican nations farther away? We've
tried direct intervention and it has only caused probleas.
It's tiae we tried to push our policies with a gentler
hand. ¥

-1 thought 1 had cleared up the whole bit about ay nase last
1ssue but apparently I hadn’t, sy agnlogies. Haybe the
toolowing will straighten things out ...»}
“frusilaseey!

Thanks for clearing up #y question on how to pronounce your
I"a glad that [ asked, pecause 1°d been getting 1t wrond.
quess had been that it rhveed with “bark® or “dark.® Whiie
usual that the spelling Hark aives three syilables
luding several "L® soundsi, 1 suppose it's not impossible.

5

John Justin:
And, speaking of vour nase, you have 1t all wrong I'a
The -eht ic cbviously supposed to be pronounced A7,
-le-lav is the correct pronounciatica. §o. you can ncw
1 your friends the true sound of your nage and thus end
ror ot your wavs,

! I knew &y father hao been lying to ase all along.
since birth he's been perpetrating this fraud. I'a
ned. Well thank you Jehn for giving @e the stremgth tc
gtf the burden of av slspronounced nage and the
it that was coupled with it. My, 1 feel invigorated,
3 REN saues HAR S
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itas, we return tgo a verv se
rooponded to &y plea last iss

iogus subject., SDI. Three people
{and, ves Eric, vour letter o1z

- plausib

David Hood: ‘ .

1 have to coseent on your reaarks regardxn? 5bI. Your
objections to Ballistic Missle Defense are wholly based on
aizunderstandings as to the nature and objectives of a space
shield.

No one {in their right aind) ar%ues that such defenses
would constitute an invu?nerable *bubble® to protect the U5
population from the destruction and environsental effects froa
Soviet warheads. indeed, the proposal I have argued for since
1982 involves non-laser devices, so called kinetic-energy
rockets and the like which boast a leakage rate of 104 or aore.
In addition, we need to build teraminal point defenses, like
Swaraiet or others, which prevent Soviet warheads from exploding
at our own sissle silos. )

You see, the point of strategic defense is not to protect
the people, but to protect U.5. nuclear forces. The only

Ye scenario tor a first strike by either superpower 15 an
attack on the retaliatory capabilities of the other - since an
attack eclusively based on U.5. cities would only guarantee
destruction of Soviet cities. Building and deploylng detenses
to protect our missle silos and bosber fields are qgsi?ned to
bglster deterrence, not replace it by creating an invulnerable
*bubble.”

{{It has always puzzled ae when proponents of SDI said that
the reason for deployaent is to protect our own retaliatory
capabilities against a possible Soviet first strike and
hence bolster deterrence. 1 simply can’t believe that the
military would be i?nurant of an iapending Soviet strie on
the US sainland., #hy do we have arctic early warning
stations? Stategic Air Command headquarters buried under an
-ungodly asount of earth? I always thought it was to insure
that we would detect incoming sissies so that we could get
gur missles out of the silos before the Soviet missles
ctruck. My conception of a nuclear war is not that of twa
boxers standing in the ring taking turns hitting each other
while the other allows himself to be hit. Rather, like all
warfare, it will be a celee as the two superpowerz launch
gissles only sinutes apart in order to protect thee fros
the other. You say this will bolster deterrence. But |
ask why do we need to? The Soviets would be fools to think
that thev could catch us aff quard and have all their
@izsies strike before we knew what was oin% on. In any
gvent. events such as nuclear war have the tendency of
gradually building up to such frightening paraseters that
turelv our nuclear forces would all ready be on alert. One
more thing that bothers ae greatly is the whole idea of SUI
protecting missle silos and such as opposed to cities,
Let’s sav that the Soviets did in fact launch a first
strike and we did have 5DI deploved. Most of our arssies
@av have survived but what exactly would they be
protecting? Miles upon wiles of rubble that was once a
great natlion and aillions of corpses. Those corpses would
have given their all to a governaent that failead thea vet

- saved the lives of thousands of its baby warheads.:’

In thic case. the asount of collateral or environsental
amage is immaterial - as long as we can show the Soviets that,
dv, of our @issles will resain, they would never attack in
he first place.

41 would be willing to bet that we could get at least 303
of cur own aissies off the ground betore Soviet warfieads
struck any US installations without SDI. fnd even 1t oniv,
sav 10%, senaged to get airborm prior to Sgviet attack we

sa
would still ravage the Soviet Umion.i:

How some would argue that our subsarine-based aissles
‘1de necessary deterrence without protecting our land-baseo
gbers. But putting our eggs in one basket 1s
opposite of what we have tried to accomplish with
riad apgroach {land, ses, airi. And given recent
t

m —

in anti-subgsarine warfare techniques it is

we increase the credibility of our deterent by
¢ defense to protect our sissle silos, boaber
grand installations.

oo

iith vou here in that we must keep our strateqic
sperced in order to preserve their existence.

. the credibility of cur deterrent 1s as strong as
d
&

[=9gy 1]
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s utitizing the Triad approach and I see no need
ething that izn't broken, ::



. Foint defenses can be deployed now at the cost of only $1-2
tillion. BSpace-based defences which would destroy eneay aissles
by chooting seall rockets at thee are alamost readr as well - the
entire sysfes could be built for $100 billion or less if
Wachington would quit dragging its feet on the issue.

{{I have a hard tise believing that such a systea could be
deployed so cheaply; if you’ve got scse docusentation on
that {’d love to see it. FAnd if we do deploy point
defenses let’s protect the people, not misslie silos which
are bound to be esptied on our first learning of a Soviet
strike s>

Subsidary benefits to 5DI include protection against
possible third-country launches (given the state of nuclear
proliferation, this is an important issue). It also can be used
to protect against accdental launches by either superpower -
the scenario often sensationalized by liberals in the sedia and
elsewhere.

{{You yourself said that 5DI was seant to protect the
missles and not the cities. 1f a Third World country were
to launch an attack it would alsost assuredly be directed
at the cities, No country aside from the Soviet Union
could hope to go toe-to-toe with us so why would a country
want to waste Its precious sissles on siles. They may be
able to take out a few missles but we would still have
thousands with which to counterstrike. The goal of such a
foolish country would be to kill ac many people as
passible\ find everybody knows where the people are, the
cities. s>

Strateaic defenzes deserve better treatment then just
calling thes futuristic “bubbles® protected by °Star Wars®
asers of particle beasms. The{ can be built now using less
sensational technology and just ordinary rockets.

{{You’re right, 501 does deserve to be treated in a
realistic sense as ugposed to being viewed in a furely
“Star Wars® sense. But the reality of the situation 13
that it is an expensive and unneeded systes of questionable
worth. s’

Eric Walton: )

Hy opinion on Star Wars comses to the same conclusion as
yours: that Star Wars is a waste of wmoney, but I think your
opinion of the *bubble shield* is a little too strict. (K1
would say that that characterization on my part was sore
simplistic than anything else.y> [ think everyone knows that
there will never be a “bubble shield" around the U.5., even the

resident, It is mK opinion that why should we spend sillions,

1llions, even trillions of dollars on stopping ICBMs from
hitting the U.5. when atosic bombs can be sauggled inte the
U.5., put in a suitcase or car, and exploded near their tgr?ets.
S0 we might be able to destrog their ICBHs, ther vould still get
what they wanted destroyed. think the U.S. should build an
ABY systea using todays know-how. The U.S. is allowed to
protect one area with such a systes under the ABM treaty, but
instead we have decided to gasble cur money on saking {a better
systeal. The Soviet’s have built their one ABM systea to
protect Hoscow, why don't we learn something froa thea and do
the sawe.

{¢1 don’t think that the Soviets would be able to sount a
covert effort as exgansive as sauggling multiple nuclear
devices into the U.5. without our finding out about it.
However, 1 think you raise a good point in that the Third
World countries that David aentioned .above may be able to
carry scaething like that out. 1 didn’t realize that we
were allowed to construct one protected site. If we reall¥
fear a Soviet attack so auch why doesn’t the governaent se
its mind to that as you suggest?>

John Justin:

&s far as SDI goes, it is not intended to be a foolproof
bubble - no such systes is likely to exist now or ever.
Soaething will always get thrnugh, gaybe sost of the aissles,
However, as any servicesan or student of the state?ic aras race
should Lnow, tne present nuclear ams stratg?y involves, amongst
other things, plans for first strike capability. Such a plan
involves resoving the enemies nuclear capacity before he can
igpleaent it. At this tise, the 0nl¥ part of the Triad the
Seviets are unable to nail with fair Y decent chances of success
ic the Boomers. However, recent developaents in satellite

technology aay soon make even these miszle platforas vulnerable.
In any case, the reason the Soviets don’t strike first {amonst
others, such as no real need, humanity, etc) is that they have
no guarantee of successfully removing our capabilrty. Sgl would
add to their uncertainity. Such a systes, though no perfect
shield, could reaove enou?h incoming missies that a successful
attack on our sissles would be uncertain. As long as their
success is uncertaln theg will not take the gasble. That is the
only viable reason for 5B in its present fors. However, one
should alzo consider that the Soviets have been testing and
developing gxﬂxlar.grstems. The Tises {or come other paper) had
an interesting article showing a satellite photo of a
mountaintop installation in Russia. Civil experts (no U.S.
governaent comsent was made) believed that the coaplex was a
prototype anti-satellite installation. I would such prefer to
see both sides with such a systes, wouldn’t you?

{{Hell, I don’t know about that. I’d hate to see space
pilitarized in any way and would prefer that every space-
faring nation could cose to an agreesent to keep all
weapons, defensive and offensive, out of the heavens. As
tor your SO1 coaments I still have a hard tise seeing why
peopfe insist on saying that we wouldn’t be able to get our
sissles launched before a strike. You point out coorectly
that the only legitisate reason to deploy 5DI is to widen
that frase of time when we can get off a retaliator
strike. But the need for that doesn’t sees to justify the
cost. A minute or two, even in a situation as ﬁorrenduus
as nuclear war, doesn’t seea to warrant an outlay of
billions/trillions of dollars when there are so many other
worthwhile projects to support.)?

{{hnd now one final query ...»»

David Orne:
Bho the hell are the Bad Boys?

<(Oh boy, is that a loaded guestion. Anyone want to
explain fhis one to David? 1’11 give it sy best shot. The
Bad Boys are three people who becase disgruntled with the
postal hobby and decided to launch into a series of attacks
on the hobby in general and on specific persons involved in
postal dippy, Occassionally they have made valid points
and sometimes they've made @e laugh [sany times, more at
their actions than at what they’ve said]. But for the aost
part those points are sasked behind an asazing amount of
vicious and galicious attacks on various people. They are
callpus and reallg don’t care what people think so they
have given theaselves free reign to launch mean-spirited
and unconstructive attacks, As Don Williass pointed out in
the latest FIAT BELLUM the best way to deal with theam is to
ignore them because they feed off counter-attacks and
fenple who try to reason with thes. Without an audience

he Bad Boys will die out; true, they’ll go kicking and
screanlng, but they will gounheeded. To be fair I have to
sa{ the Bruce Geryk, one of the Bad Boys, runs an
entertaining and VEry enjoyable United League. How was
that guys [and qalsl?)’

Hell, that’s all for now. If you think it was tough to
read just think abbut having to type it all in! Actual?y, I
appreciate all the letters and encourage you to write in with
your comsents on these opinions or any otﬁers. Hey, this is
actually beginning to look like something!

PLAYLIST THE FIRST

~ Here we ?o again with another round of music that I think
is great stuff. Sose of these are old favorites and others I've
just picked up, but all are worth a listen.

Led Zeppelin, IN THROUGH THE OUT DOOR [One of Led lep’s
later releases but has sose great music including one of ay
favorite lep tunes [sentimental reasops, hi hon'l, “I’a Gonna
Crawl,"1; Grateful Dead, AMERICAN BEAUTY [Call me a sucker but
this is just fun to listen to. It also doesn’t hurt that I know
all the words. #n old favoritel; Molly Hatchet, FLIRTIN® WITH
DISASTER [Now this is truly sose good old boy country setal.
They;;e pgayed Hoovile a couple times but I’ve never gotten to
see thea,



“Rabbuti® 19885

“Trouble in the Land of Wine and Roses®

That’s right, we have an NMR. GScott Beckett, Elaying
France in this gase, failed to get orders to me b{ he tise this
went to the copier so he is hereby resoved from the gase and a
standby is calfed. Will David Orne, 1234 Reynolds Rd 3242,
Lakeland, FL 33801 please take cver as France. Al orders will
be kept on file and you ma¥ revise them up until the next
deadline. May I suggest that sose of you submit press. It
would make ae very happy.

So, deadline for new "Spring 1901" orders is Wednesday,
August 31. Also, please read the announcement below. Good
tuck,

Yes, we have one more reqular diplomacy gasestart to
announce. #gain, no Boardman number to announce as of this
issue but I do have a name, “Ik". The Ik were a nosadic,
hunter-gatherer people who roased the plains of northern Uganda
until they were forced by the Ugandan government to settle in
the surrounding mountains and take uf an agrarian life, 1
wasn’'t so luckz in country assignments this time around : three
got their first choice, two their second, one his third, and one
fis fourth. We'll follow the houserules as printed last issue.
How about scae press in this one?

AUSTR

—

# 1 Thoaas Th?rnsen, 113 Glensugzer Rd, Holbrook, NY
1174
ENGLAND & Barry nges, 18292 Kolling Headow Way, Olney, MD
20832

FRANCE : Pete Gaughan, 3105 E Fark Row #132, Arlington, TX
76010-3710

BERMANY : Wike Henry, 3755 Capitl of Texas Hwy South Suite
130, Austin, TX 78704

ITALY @ Jim Diehl, 10530 West Riverview Dr, Eden Prairie,
HN 55347

RUSSIA @ Vince 2houba, 320 S Labrange Rd, Labrange, IL

0525

TURKEY : Eric Walton, 8116 Millview Dr, Brentwood, TH 37027

Deadline for "Spring 1901" is Wednesday, August 31, Please
read the little notice below as it will help ae out imsensely.
And 1°s begging you, please try to get all the orders in on
tise, I HATE MARing pecple' Good luck all!

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 7O PLAYERS : IMPORTANT ! ! !
These are just a few notes and hints that would make &y

iite a whole lot easier elus a couple claritications of scee
[sorel mistakes from last issue’s houserules.

- ¥hen 1 said Spring NHRs would result in lmsediate resoval
fros the gase I meant Spring 1901 HNRs. @11 other WARs will be
dealt with as outlined in the houserules. .

- Countries will ‘be assigned for all re%ular Diplomacy
games by preference list. Country assignment in Gunboat
will be by randos draw.

- 1 am going against the rulebook when I say that draws
need not include all survivors. 1 also said I would never
contradict the rulebook. The reason is that the DIAS rule is a
guestion of playing philosophy as opposed to sechanics. My non-
DIAS rule stands,

Thanks to Yince Shouba for pointing these “probleas”™ out to
se. 1’11 be coming out with a seperate houserules sheet soon
and will send out aone to all players as soon as I put it
tagether.

And one more thing, I would appreciate it if orders and
PRESS were on seperate sheets of paper frosm any substantial
correspondence.  The reason is that [ have two files, one for
orders and one for letters and seperate sheets of paper would
just aake things a lot easier for me.

ALWAYS THE BRIDESHAID .....

fnd this here is the standby list. Let it be known that I
gay call you as a standby for Gunboat so if you have any strong
ohjections let me know. You get one free issue for sighing up
and another two if you take over a position. Let me know

whether you want on or off the list : Diehl, Salvatore, York,
Hurley, Greger, Hawes, Gaughan, Hood, Shouba, Orne, and Fargo.
Ah, a very healthy list, Thanx to one and all

PLEASE SIR, MAY I HAVE SOME HORE

Both games of regular Diplomacy have filled ug and 1 won’t
be opening any sore for a long, long time. I do, however, have
openings 1n some other games. )

1*a opening a game of Gunboat Diplomacy. So far I have
three people signed uf and have four sore positions open. The
gase is free if you already play in one of the reqular Dippy
gages and costs $4 if you don’t play in a regular DlpEy gase.
This will get you a gaselife subscription to INTERLOFER, &y
[sublzine of seasana? adjustsents and winter builds.

My second, and last, gase opening is for "Gnowball
Fighting.” The gase is free and the rules are available for an
SASE. 80 far we have four signed up and room for four more.
Those signed up are : Baughan, Salvatore, Hood, and York. Let’s
go pecple, I'd love to get this up and running.

UEBANE SCRAWL

Fart 11

' 1t’s fupny. Right now I’m at that tise in life whe
think about what it's going to be like to grow old, but it is

a Renaissance Man in order to live my life to the fullest.

n age just really isn’t that important to e yet. Sure, I
n’t an overriding worry yet. I’m going to school
Is money ieportant? Damn right it is but above all else

becoming

I"ve got to be happy. Why else would 1 be considering anthropology as a career?

5o what brought on this sudden rush of nurtalit{.
[1

birthday, ay nineteenth to be precise. How did 1 spend i
presents, and proaptly went back to sleep. When I finall
fxcfed ug some groceries for &y mom but eore importantly ¥
oox & (0

But then I started thinking : Bhat is bein

year that 1 got the vote and last year that I entered college.
graduate fron the University. Worst of all is that, technicall
All right. T can deal with it. After all, I like to

a sushi bar and a play. All in all not too excitin

Well, since I last checked in with you I celebrated a

ike you really want to knowl? 1 woke up early, opened ay

woke up again 1 went out on the town and ran some errands:

bought myself some birthday presents. That night ay folk

2 g but T was happy.

nineteen? It isn’t any great watershed year for ae. It was last
I have to wait two sore years to drink [legallyl and to

yihl’m still a teenager. Dasn'

ink ot myself as an adult and adults can handle such

rude awakenings. But one thing kept on bothering se. Every generation has a label, everyone except ours, of course,

There are the baby-boosers who turned into the flower children who turned into the Yup
the Spawn of Yuppie. But what are we, those kids who spent their formative years [ll-g
adninistration? FHonnies? Well, amaybe. ﬁctual]zhl imagine ourselves as "Ronnie’s Kids,®

sitting on the counters of 7-11s nationwide : A

lap of a smiling Uncle Ronnie with “Help the morally
tetters below the picture.

'peak right about now and thers is absolute

aean, the ball is in the other court. Noooo, that’s wrong too.

1es who are now giving birth to
Y years old] under the Reagan
Picture the donation cans

irtg year old man in a pin-striped suit and shackles sitting on the
ankrupt, give to Ronnie’s Kids® boldly emblazoned in big bright

kut encuah of that, back to bein? nineteen. The sost frustrating thin

is that I'm supposedly at ay sexual

y nothing 1 can do about it. It’s ogut of By hands, errr, so to speak.
Hell, you know what I

8 trying to say.



READLIST

Okay people, tise to get an education. These aren’t
exactly scholarly toses but they will frubably shed some light
on a subject that sost people know little, it anything, about,

The author is Colin Turnball and the books are, ?hE FOREST
FEGFLE, THE MOUNTAIN PEGFLE, and THE LONELY AFRICAN. They are a
#ixture of anthropology and cossentary on how Africa’s *Coaing
of Age® has affected its various people. And yes, it is froa
these books that I got the gase naaes.

THE FOREST PEOFLE is Turnball’s journal of life with a band
6f pygeies living in the forest. It 1s not_only very
enlightening but also quite entertaining. The pygaies have an
air about thes, a lightness of spirit that prevades Turmball’s
book. -Civilization, or aore aptly, western intervention, has
‘left these peogle largely untouched. Outwardly they live a very
cisple life but Turnball shows us the coaplexity that underlies
every pygay village. The alliances, fasilial tles, and rituals
all lend theaszlves to the dynaaic processes which aake up a
pvaey’s life,

THE MOUNTAIN PEOPLE concerns the Ik as described in the
?aiestart announcesent. Here Turnball has planted hiaself in an
k village. It is a sad tale in that these foraerly gregarious

and active people have been reduted to a life where faii?y is
nothing and it is "every aan for hiaself.® The children are
turned out at the incredible age of three to fend for theaselves
and after that there no longer exist any real ties of love or
caring. Those who do succusb to those esotions alaost always
end up dead at a terribly young age. No pity exists and
“frighteningly, Turnball shows convincingly how we are Foilauinq
the saie path the Ik travelled.

The final book is, THE LONELY AFRICAN. 1It’s filled with
anecdotes and stories deaonstrating how the acdern day African
finds hisself torn between the traditional value systea and the
ture that western civilization presents and sosetiaes forces
down the African’s throat.

The best by far is THE FOREST PEQOPLE. THE MOUNTAIN FEOFLE
is the wost disturbing in the parallels that Turnbail draws
between the all but heartlees fk and our own society. THE
LONELY AFRICAN is interesting because it demonstrates to us how
cur *progrescive® society can be so destructive to an already
well established society. Very recomsended.

FLAYLIST THE SECOND

#idriight 011, DIESEL AND DUST [I got this tor "Beds Are
Burning® and *The Dead Heart® but have since fallen in love with
the rest of the albua. This is an Aussie group with a sessage.
There's alsc a 1ot of great susicls Various Artists, THE 3TURY
OF THE ELUES [1 picked this up on &y b-dav shopping spree and
lc.e it. 3ose of the best ausic ['ve heard in a long time. A
refreshing bresk froa rock and rollly  Mzwakhe, CHANGE IS FAIN
[h South African ausician who was jailed after releasing this

sua. The last two tracks cansisgs ot his exhorting a crowd to

-1
Y
You've got to like African susic to enjay

work towards change.
thiz one. dell worth every cent I paidl.
VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE

Hot a lot of news, per se, but gquite a bit to talk about ac
far az the hobby is concerned. There are a couple zines I
raven’t seen for a while, I continue sy discussion on recrulting
novices. ahd a couple siscellaneous comkents. A d1SCuss1on an
the var1ous hobby services? Haybe.

How sbout those zines which sees to have taken a leave of
absence. First off there is FEUILLETONIST'S FORUM. The last
izsue | saw was 340 I[Deceaber 671 but T did hear that #41 was
supposed to be coming out. Alas, I've heard netther hide nor
hatr of Greg. Anvone know whal’s going on?

sncther golden oldie is COSTABUANA. 1 knew Conrad was
trisaing CO5TA down vet still wanted to sus. [ got the June
tzeue all right, the only problea being that 1t was aver a montn
late. Ffnv 1deas?
And ohe final Querv.

What ic with Cal White’s NORTHERN

TURME. D’a supposed to be trading with Cai but 1 have vet to
ge 3 single issue. News of any of the sbove would be greatly
snoreciated,
“ne zine that 1 did get was Bruce Linsey’s "Response to
iF < dic.® 1 would comaent but can’t zeeing as how .

Julie' hello?

of the Bpardaan Nusber Custodian tha lists gamestar
thing disturbed me and that was the fact that the highest nuaber
given thic year was to me for sy “BaMbuti® gase, 1988AYV. This

nugbere had gotten up the 1987HR.” Now I doubt
gany publishers following Dick Martin’s lead in not taking BN’s.
S0 why co few gasestarts? Beats the hell ocut of ge.
there siaply 1sn’t that great a call for new gaaes.

sayin

Hail hobby and still subscribe to a few of

hobby and pointing anyone interested

A couple weeks back I got a copy of 'Everything', tge Zine
5. One

tise last year when I was starting ay first Dipfy gaae thfh N
here are tha

I don't
publishers have reached their gaaeload liait or if
s I'd imagine
that it is the former in that aore and more gublishers are

*ng more!® That’s a little disappointing because gases
are what attract new participants in this little hobby of ours.

know whether

Bhich, notice the smooth trancition, leads us to the next

topic ...
... Hovices, They are the lifeblood of the hobby. Without
novices not only would the discussions stagnate but tle hobby

would all but disappear as people slowly drifted away. As I

noted in issue one I crossed over from the professional Play-by-
= he professional
Bagazines covering that subject. If we as, a hobby, could cose
to the conclusion that “Dipdoa® could use a swift shot in the
ara I’m sure it would be no probles to recruit quite a few
people from the professional PEM hobby. First off, a one page
tlyer would have to be drawn up giving a skeletal view of the
pwards a central focus

where the novice could get a good view of the hobby. 1 still

contend that the best introduction possible would be if we could

gut together the two novice packages [SUPERNOVA and MASTERS OF

"DECEITI, the two game listings [FONTEVEDRIA and KEB]B the ZINE

REGISTER, and throw in a couple zines froa the zine bank. Get a
copy of a few msailing lists, send out the flyers, and wait for
response. The crux of the matter is that 1t would need to be a

nobby wide effort consisting of lisited fundraising [to pav for
the flverss we could charge, say, $3 for the packetl, an
agreeaent to suspend the childish feuding for at least a briet
period, and a pledge by publishers to accomodate as best they
can the novices looking for gase openings. Maybe a few new
zines would pop up to aeet desand. But hey, it’s just a
suggestion. What do v’all think?

YOU HAVE THIRTY MINUTES, BEGIN .....

I was right, the last gui:z was harder than the first. But
Comeé oh guys, vou can’t expect se to just give out free Issue
iogledy-piogledyi you've got to work for “ea! HWe'll see what
I’11 try to sake 1t a littie
Standings wiil

we can do about this aonths quiz. _
gasier thic tise around but guarantee nothing.
tollow but first the answers !

1} A griot is what can best be described as the African
The griot is the one sesber of the tribe or

tribal storvteller.

Whether it be avth, pseudo-syth, or bare
g are the aen to go te, Kudos to John Justin, the

o get this one right.

se four men sade up the group, Blind Faith. Their
i John Justin {againl, Dick

n "aglet® ic what we call the end covering of the
John Justin and David Orne got this one.
Last 1ssue’s stuaper turned cut to be the quote.
v, 1 wWould have been cuprised 1f gnyome had gotten it.
g was frog Herman Melwille’s, BILLY BUDD.
izsue’s guiz will be here somewnere, but first the
gz thus far in the coapetition . John Justin leads with
i1 correct answers, David Orne and Charles breger have three
apiece, Eric Walton and Cal White carry over froa the first qui:
with two correct answers each, while Dick Martin, Jiasay
Wiiliams, and Bil} Salvatore struggle valiantly with one correct
anziéer {no. not between thea, eachl. FResesber, each correct
inzwer gets vou a free half issue with a special prize going to
tre winner [the person with the highest count after five
i

______



THE ZEBRA oo

:0y, 17ve got all sorts here. Actually I think it makes
or guite 3 good e1x of personalities and hobby "figures,* No
addresses this issuey chalk it up to laziness,

David Anderson [4)
Scott Beckett [11)
Ran Ben-lsrael 7]
simcn Billenness [T - Publishes one of the best zines goingl
Heidi Brown IC - The ol” ball and chainl
Francois Cuerrier [MS - $4.55]
Fred €. Davis [T}
Dan Del Grande [T
dim Diehl [14 - The male Melinda Holleyl [Balbutil {1kl
Charles Fargo [T1
Pete Gaughan [13 - Fublishes the zine fros which 1 rip off so
such) {1k1
Charles Greger [131 [BaMbutil
Chuck Hanna [27 - He’s got faith in ae'l [BaMbutil
Barry Hawes {131 [1k]
Steve Heinowski [T/C]
Hike Hemry 0121 L1k}
Bavid Hood [T)
Cheis Hurley {131 {Badbutil
Johin Justin [C - A crossover recruit from professional PEN]
Bruce Linsey [11 - Just a guy hanging loose in the hobby)
Julie Martin [T - Yes, {t’s the antilrux!l
Toa Hash [§1
Jigm Nickel [12 - My very first subscriber!] [EaMbutil
David Orre [15] [Batbutil
Cathy Dzog I1Z1
Ken Feel %T]
Larry Ferry (L)
Bill Salvatore [17]
Hichael Schrelker {51
Yince Shouba (131 [1k]
omas Thornsen [22) [1k]

Eric Walten [12) [1k]

Lal #hite [T - Hello¥]

Jdimgy Willlams [61

Fred Wilson T - Like SB, Brad publiches one of the best!]
Andrew York [131 [Balbutil

well, that’s it. A1l too . oses to eleven trades, one
mutual subscription, 3 ceaplimentary subs, two samples, and
eighteen paying subscribers. Mot exactly a profitable
enterprise Eut I’m not here to make mnnez. find the nusber of
trades effectively squashes ay discontent; thanx evergone.

One final note : 11 subs for players in the Bal
have heen credited with a free issue due to the delay.

uti game

PLAYLIST THE THIRD, AND FINAL

Jethro Tull, BEMEFIT [Probablr Tull’s best "unknown® albua.
There isn’t a track on this bab¥ that 1 don’t really likel;
Robert Johnson, XING OF THE DELTA BLUES SINBERS [Some more great
garly blues. The albug consists sainly of Johnsors voice and a
single blues guitar. Great stufflj Aswad, DISTANT THUNDER [Yes,
Yirginia, there's more to reggae than Bob Marleyl.

... DNLY FIFTEER WINUTES, CLASS!

Well, this tise around I"ve cose up with a couple questions
that ought to he fairly EES{, or at least easily looked up and
answered. Dne question on literature, one politics, one music,
and one art. That’s right people, arf. 5o cose on,
whirl, Resember, one free half-issue for each correc

ive it a
ansWer.

1} The majority of thic boek takes place in the Far
Eastern land of Patusan. HName the author and the
title.

Known as the "law and order” vice-president he
resigned under suspicion of income tax evasion.

On the album, SHEAKIN’ SALLY THROUGH THE ALLEY,
Robert Falmer did a cover of the title track from
ap earlier Little Feat albue, Name the song/albua

flage. :

4) Name the surrealistic artist who painted .
*Pepperaint Tower in Honor of breedy Little Birls."

There you've got it. HNow come on, folks! Last time around
we had a grand total of four people participating. Reamember,
FREE iscues are being offered.

BACKWASH
[also known as URBANE SCRAWL Part 1113

Hell, this wraps up another issue.
this in an envelope this tise arpund.
be September.
Unt ity so I probably won™t have a lot of free tise.
3}l cummer so I’fl prabably spend a lot of time just
aoing on vacation from August 16 to August 28 so don
favor of you and that is if you have an
tan et it keved in before vacation rnl¥

P

Really, 1'm quite pleased

s around.

with how THE SCRIBBLERIST is shaping up so far,

I ran a little bit longer than expected so that accounts for why you got
As 1 said earlier the due date for orders is fiugust 31 and publication date will
I"w not sure how large next issue will be %ﬁcauserl will have just started my secand year at the

a55e57
%Ettinq reacquainted with ay friends.
*t expect to be hearing such from me durin
long letters or a lot of press try to get it to me before the sixteenth so I

No, parties. Hust of these people I won’t have seen
One final note. 1’11 be

that time. I ask one

I*ve been toying with the idea of
1 ever be fully to my liking, 1'd

If you have any playlists,

Next issue will see at least two such

Again, thanx to all of you for your confidence in &y and your support.
ihing you actually look forward to getting every five weeks.

attering formats just to see how 1t would work but I doubt you'll see any major chan?es as the present two coluamn

reduced format is by far the sost econcmical, As tor the content 1 doubt if that wi

love to include a lot more than 1 have but I face time restrictions that keep me fros spending excessive amounts of free

tige on the zine itself, The thing that I’d like to see is greater reader participation.

readlists, husorous writings, how-to-play articles go ahead and send thea in.

playlists so feel free to pitch in your {wn-cents-wﬁrth.

It's time to put this baby to bed.

Hith luck and a little help this may turn into some

fctual Handeritten Correspondence To You [maybel .....
L‘“((V\)
)"“ﬂc T [ ‘\3‘54\,. Hﬂ&h, V\L" {"‘SOV\ ; ;-/c] ’L\L ¢ Tt
(e},
ya

THE
pumoer {8041 256-BZY
for 10 issues to the U5, $5 for 10 issués to Canada.
i Gunboast Diplomacy, four positions open in Snowball Fighting.

S5CRIBELERIST is ?ublished at five week intervals by Mark Lilleleht, Post Ofice Box 3166, Charlottesville, VA 22903-0166; phone
[but subject to chan%e vith school yearl; please try to keep calle before 11 FH.
Trades, US or Canadian, welcose and actively solicited.

Subscription rate ; 4,50
our positians open

Diplomacy was invented by Allan B. Calhamer,



