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1 bet a bunch of vou are saying, "What the hell is ooing on®™® 1 know. GSuprisze! |
got this sJCFEc_qu un tlue inally RBut as vou leaf through this 1ssue you may not ge
somethlha different: ¢ all games! MNow, now, doi't get all upset. All the chatter
will be,beck, in fact it chould be getting to EVEFVONE 1N about three weeks. Hell., you

could, #rs this wrascalup and put 1t under the tree, a perfect oift for a loved one.

Khat' s he ﬂa;rq all this for? Well, the :gaaster iz quickly running down here at
the good 91 Hoof Va which means {inals are right zround the corner. What end of
semester “means as well is that it7e tipe 1 cauaht up on all that reading I let slide
during the greater part of the =9meet=r Gripe. ixfe But wait, there's more!
Frofescors are never “dtl“{leﬁ #1th letting vou sweat through 41ﬁd1=. thty ve got to
give vGu Gapers Hhicn inevitablv come due ?he weel before the dreaded exams. Rut
enoughi ~I "¥how, vou don’t want me to burden vou with all my problems., I just thought
that in this edcmr of sharing and qood will I d just let you know that everything 1sn’t
so sparkling in “la lfaoree Towah oft Loining.'

Here'c a thought: I mav be jacking subcription ra
don’t swe;ﬁ it: it would only be a cauple niclels at o
warning.” ¢ , -

Oh veah, where are the letters? MWell, 1 ¥new 1 didn’t have the time to put ocut a
full iccue but I did want to keep the games on trach. Therefore, 1 decided to put out
the game sesults with a aintmum of that now and publaish the bulk "of the sixth izsue
[letters ™ cgesinglv endless editorial comments. aquiz results, cartoons, etcl once finals
are over but before X-mas. Alco inside thic i1szue vou’ll +ind the latest BEEN THERE,
DORE “THe {'d, HEII as a plead for standby Snowfighters. Please, if anvone out there is
xntierﬁ, ._1 ning on., read THE GRAND BIZARKE and m back to me ASAF.

t q 1te a few letterc on file that are juct begoing to be printed. I thank
you all far vour interest and guarantee vou that *they will be printed soon. And to
tho=e of youwho didn’t write 1 urge vou tc do so if vou get the rnkling., T reallv
enjoy, hﬁarlﬁa féon-all of vou, whether you auces witn me or not.

Quick hoﬁb note @ 1 do believe 17ve coms of aae in the hobhv as both a b. nd 3
publicker. One of the plavers in the "1k" game resigned over the build siteat:
Granted, deadlinez were tight lact issue bul | ilexible enpugh zo that the. hriF‘
makable. Weil, as a recult of missed builds | what 1 consider to be my firsti preces
of*bitter” hobby related mail reau95ting "a full refund as I did not recelve advance
notice ot your tetal trrezponsability,® and d nq me to “rethink 1f vou should
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Banbuti Spring 1%02 19884V
. "Units Here, Units There, Units Bouncing Everywhere®

The Flayers:

—— e e = ——

AUSTRIA  Andrew YORK 14601 Oak Meadows #7917, Universal City, TX 78148
ENGLAND  Chris HURLEY 3508 Orbitan Rd, Farkville, MD 21234

FRRNCE Uavid ORN 1234 Reynolds Rd #242, Lakeland, FL 33504
GERMANY  Jia DIEHL 10530 Riverview Rd, Eden Frairie, HN 55347

ITALY Chuck HANNA 379 Wilet Ct, Severna Fark, MD Z1145

RUSSIA Jim NICKEL 126 East Celumbia St, Falls Church, VA& 22045
TURKEY Charles GREGER 2621 HMcCulloch Apt #1A, Lake Hauasa City, AZ 86303

Spring 1902 Orders
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AUSTRIA butlt & VIE, & TRI
F GRE 5 I7A F 10H-aeq [nsol, A SER 5 A BUD-rum, & BUD-rume, & VIE-gal,
A TRI-bud
ENGLAND built F EDI
F edi-NWG, A NHY 5 GER F DEN-swe [nsol, F NTH § & NHY, F ENG 5 F NTH
FEAHCE built F BRE, F HAR
F mao-NAl, F bre-FIC, F aar-SPAlsc), A spa-GAS, & FOR H
GERMANY built A HUN, A BER, F KIE
) F kie-HOL, A BEL 5 F kie-HOL, A hol-RUH, A pun-EOH, A ber-HUN, £ DEN H
ITALY built F NAF
& TYO H, A TUN H, F nap-TYN, F 10 S AUS F GRE-aeg [nsol
RUS514 built F STF{nc)
r STFinc)-nwy, F SWE 5 F STFinc)-nwy, F SEV H, & HD5 5 F SEV, A UKR-gal
TURKEY butlt F COW
FCONSABUL, FELAC A ARM-rua, A &RM-rum, A BUL S5 & ARM-rua
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¥ (kay, listen up people! Extra long deadlines this time around, as it is the holiday
season, mail takes a longer time to get from there to here, and I’m going to be gone
tor much of X-mas break. Therefore, deadline for Fall 1902 orders and press is ....
18 January 178%. Mail early!

¥ Herry X-mas!

THE PRESS:
RUCHAREST (Feb 19, 1502) [ Tensions remain high in this small and now isolated country
sz “The breat Siege" continues. Rumania has been surrounded by the three sajor powers
ot eastern Europe for close to nine months, and military observers here are amazed that
the tiny native forces have held out so long. GSome military strategists blasme a lack of
cooperation between Austria, Russia, and Turkey for the protaction of the conflict,
while others admire the Kumanian army and 1ts perfection of a new battlefield tactic.
This tactic, known as the "duck and burrow® technigue, causes ones opponent to fire over
the detender’s position and create casualties on another enemy force on the opposite
side of the perimeter. The use of this tactic not only preventc friendly losses but
also conserves amRunrition. '

"The Great Siege" has caused a halt to the }Gn% civilwar in this country, which
hal raged for 30 vears over the proper spelling of the cnuntrg’s name. The Romanian
guerillas have left their mountain Eiding places in great numbers in order to join the



Retreats NOT Sho
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Rusanian arev in defense of their common hoameland. Of course, those who were not shot
on sight were arrested and subseguently executed, but as it is said here in Bucharest,
"it’s the thought that counts,®

LUXEMBOURG - BERMANY : We have intercepted a recent Berlin-Munich Coa&unigue, and we
Wwich to husbly point out that you have asisspelled the word “raised.® If this strikes
¥ou as arrggant and prompts a desire for a retaliatory attack, go ahead and try to
invade us! You’ll have to find us first!?

i*i***i*i*!-i'-{--}'!--!'{'*{{"!'*{"!-{-**’E{**{-{i{-{-i*****iiiiii**i*{-*!*i-l-{-{H!!*i!li{{*{*{-i*'}{-*i*i*ii'}**{-

(T WAS AWFOL, L WAS
LYING THERE WITH
RADISHES AND
CUCUMBERS AND
(ETTUCE..AND THERE
'WAS CREAME (TALIAN
R ALL OVER ME...




1k Spring 1902 1988C6

"Europe Wracked Ev Missing Leaders Presses On

he Flavers
J3TRIA Thomas THORRSEN 113 Glensuseer Rd, Holbragk. NYA_EI7%1.
NGLAND  Barry HAWES 11411 0id Pond Dr, Glenn Dale, HD 20769
RANLE rete GAUGHAN 310% East Fark Row #13Z, nrllnqtan. X 78010-3710
SERNANY Brad HILSON FO Box 124, Wavne, PA 19087
TALY dim DIEHL 1053¢ Riverview Dr, Eden Fra;rle, MR 53347
45514 Vince SHEGUERA PO Box 2671, Houston, TX 77232
- [Dec 20 - dan 10GJ--3320 8 LaBrange Rd, LaGrange , IL_ 40 JZ3
TURKEY Eric WALTON FG Box 1B7 Staton B, Hashville, TH 37275
cring 1502 Grders
SS5TRIA built A YVIE ) )
A tri-BUD, A VIE 5 & tri-BUD, F BRE-bul {scC),
# ser 5 F BRE-bulisc) [d, r - alb, %rI, otbl
cRBLAND built F LON ‘ _
HAR! F NWG H, F NTH H, F LON H, A NHWY H
FRANCE built A PAR, A MAE
F por-Hi0, & spa-GAS, & FIC-bel, A par-BUR, A MAR S A par-BUR
SCRHENY WER! [under prE&lDUS G;rﬁan playerl
£ DEH-swe, 5 HOL-bel, & RUH-bur
1?;-1 |' bUllt F “I;EN B
F ven-hDR, A TY0 S A apu-VEM, A apu-VEN, F tun-ION
SUS51A burit A S5TF. & HARE ] o
A 5TF H. F BGT-zwe, & war-GAL., A bud-3ER, A RUA 5 A& bud-S5ER, F sev-BLA
TURKEY NER! )
n bei-zer [nsu and 1ap!, UL H, F con-A4EG. & ank-CON
Tkl MITITTIT T
Zrbe ddiba:
Wlidp blgo R o cme Rrod SBilocam fx2bo mver =c EosFmany ,‘,111, H FEcin _d - -
“1th UNIS TUrn We Se€ 5rafd mlison take OVEr a&s pefEany Lalke nenry ft‘_l\:fEE an a
2 particularly sour notd, Eric Walton returp atter a HBE, and an NMR by Barry Hawes.
4111 Rorv Hoble 1336 5 [0th 3t, 5t Helens, OR 970510 please subait stangby orgers for
cngianc.
Yote Yince Shouba’s address for over the holidavs. Any diclomatic correspondente over
“hoze weeks zhould fe zent to the Illincis address. FPhone nuaber (2127 334-2355.
a
111 Thomas Thornsen pleaze pake sure io zend 1n vour retreat by DX Decesber 1788.

ienates the KRussians in
l
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SCRERWHERE FRR 70 THE EASY ! The eapire of Russia is cospelled to declare war on the
nefarious, expansicnist Japanese, and she seks impraoved relations with European
neighbors to aliow presecuticn of the oriental campaign.

Fart II
- I"m at a losz for things to write about. I°ve cot a couple ideas written down but
i reaily would prefer to save thea for inclusion in 75 $6B. I don’t want to drone on
tout school becausze 1 know how boring a subject that can become. 5o what’s there ta
talk about. ©Beez, tilleleht, there’s & great big world out there to consider.

Sinte last issue we’ve seen the election of a new president, an attespt by ay
father’s homeland [now pay attention all vou quiz-a-holicsl, Estonia, to break free of
soviet domination, a tlow loosening of the grip of the South &frican government with
regard to imprisoned ANC leaders, and, sost recently, the election of a young,
attractive, desocratically chosen, and fesale Frime Hinister of Fakistan, Ay, the tises
they are s’changin’. But, like evervthing else in this world, all this change can be
deceptive. How independent is Bush really going to be of the Reagan legacv? 1°d like
to see & change, a bit of original thought from the mani but the way Bush is surrounding
hieseif by close, protective friends I tear it gay not really be such of a change.
Ectonia is almost sssured of being brought back into line one way or ancther. Gorbachev
wiil allow & certain asount of aulonomy but nothing of this scale. The South African
governsent 1s engaging im nothing more than tokenics. Something must be done assuage
the outside powers and satisfy the faint voices pushing for intérnal refora. But what’s
to be done in the face of growing white radicalise on the side of apartheid. HNeo-nazi -
parties are rapidly gaining strength and support. 1 fear for the blacks of South Africa
and whal the future has in store for thea and I pity the Afrikaaner ignorance and hate.
And what of Fenazir Bhutto? She inherits a very troubled nation and has to be very ‘
careful., It’c nol aorning in Pakistan oranvehere elsei it’s getting dark fast and we've
sti1ll got lots of work to do.



BaKawana Fall 1501 bunboat
"turcope Stabilizest Time To Farty, er, War®

ing Flavers:

This iz gunboat, gnly 1 know for sure

remesber, vou are olaving - ____ .

Fsil 1501 Orders

RUSTRIA foser-BRE, B ALECLri, A VID S F ALE-trI

SHELAND h oedi-NRY, F NKE C A edi-NWy. T nth-LON

FRANCE f =za-rOR, & gaz-5FA, F enc-Halb
oERMANY n kie-MUN, & bur-BeL, F ROL 5 # bur-BEL

ITRLY Foion-TUN, A T¥G-vie, n YEf-tri

FUSEIA F EUN S TUR A bul Imscl, & UKR 5 F RUM. & sos-RSR, F bot-5SkE

TURKEY A bul-5ER, F con-AEG, & ank-CON

GAME NOTES:

# kell, we’re back on track with the gaee atter a grand total of three WHRs last season.
let’s keep the prosptness up and make sure to keep track ot the deadlines!
_ 20

% Supply center chart below. Deadline for ¥inter 1901 builds is "™ Deceaber 1985. Mail
rarlf‘

t [eadline for Spring 1960% orders snd press 1s the 11 January of the new vear, 1[956%.

Suppl ter Chart for Winter (%01

;‘iiL;S {41 -":iE'ltr buu.+GhE.I.llll..ll.’ll'l.I-lll'l..-llllllﬂlll.ll.|l+z; bui-l-d une

ENG {41 lon.edi,liv, +nw:..........................................+;; build one

FRA [5] bre,par,mar +5FA,+F0R.....oooee i iaa e 420 BuiLd two

bg-l [J} hequlE musl'+HUL +:’tLCl.l.llllll-ItlllDlllllllIl..lllll'lt+:’; :bu‘ljd tHB

E}E [4} ra;ﬂ-rap,ve!_+luH-¢-lt!llllr:-xlalulnlllllll-lll.-ll-llll.l+£; tﬂlild aneg

RUS [é&] stp,mos, war, sev, R L 2R - 1 T I L R X A 4 s

T{E [4} CEn‘qEﬁY’aﬁk DEFIII'IIIIll'llllI.llll‘lllllIU-.lIII.I'l-.Ill+I; bulld Dne

THE PRESS:

TURKEY - TURKEYS @ WMRs, ®v ass! How the hell can I choose a friendly neighborhood ally

shen G/F are the same phantom, prory, substitute, standard opening-aove slize? Get in

the game, will va!

oY - TURKEY ! Hey, that “opening-sove slime® zaved ay butt last season., But 1 agres,

let’s get the ball rolling peocple!

ROKME 1 3 NMRs! 1 crv for vou Eurcpe! {{Here’s a hanky.}>

CON - GTHERS @ The veoluminous press being released so far obviously has poor Mark up

vrtil 3 or 4 AM typing away. What say we iria down this tripe so he can get some rest.

Finals should be coesing soon, richt Hark?
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HGUVILLE - CON @ Oh ghad, please don’t sention that word! Finals are about a week and =
ialt down the road. Eut between now and then I've got about twenty pases of papers
. : : : e i Gut U ¢y odain  Habel s
cosing due as well, not to mention all that daeas reading I’ve been putfing off. Argh.
save me''!
LON - AEG ! Going sailing? Hind if 1 come alona? You're going where? In that case
we'll probabiv run into <dcencored:>. Haybe he can give us cirections to <<censored::.
STERN &M - CON ¢ Now, now. Trving a little back-handed diplomacy? We'll have none of
that here vou sly devil vou.
R R TR T R R R T F I R R P R R Er R R N E T r R R R R R R N R R P H E I BT F R R R RN R EFE 53¢
o ) HUSIC NEWS o ' _ )
PIn Lieu OFf A Flavlist "Cause I's Too Lazy To Dig Through My Tapes]

well, I did it. I know Dick Martin did the sase thing a couple months backi we're
trend setters. 1 breoke down and got ayself a CD player. Unfortunately, 1 don’t get to
play with 1t till X-mas as I was able to convince sy brasss to get it for aej kell, 1
can walt a gonth in order to save $300. It’s a Demon CDC-B40 [ think) and it sounds
absclutely fabulous. 1 cheated and hooked the thing up to &v sterec tor about an hour
in order to test the thing out and was blown away. The first CDs bought?

Rississippi John Hurt, TODAY'} Tad Hahal, THE BEST OF ... VOL I; Crea, FRESH

CREAM: The Doors, ALIVE, SHE CRIED!; Fairport Convention, LIEGE AND LIEF: UZ,

RATTLE ARD HUMi Fishbone, TRUTH &ND S0UL; and Led Zeppelin, LED ZEFFELIN 1.

dverall, I think gquite a nice aix. Sose blues, classic rock, tunk, plus soae
regdag on order fros Shanachie Records. 1 tell va, 1 can barely wait to get my greedy
little mits on that CD plaver. T know I'm going to blow inordinate azounts of acneyv on
Cis over the first few months but, hey, I'w worth it! Okay, maybe not, but I cen
pretend. fnd if vou want copies of anvthing just send a tape and encuah $% for coctage.
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Issue Two
2t it 15 but soeething ut me must attract pecple with 2 tendency
ta b =1i. 2z 2 resglt, the gztert 1z delaved till the rext Icsue, ihs
Teal Tings Comes oul, A3 thinzs stand right now. ! nave two correct ossts
ot o cne that nesds to be siignily Correctsd, ons thai needs o e
gaxl TE2aTer C=isii. and of fop ©° i &i.. 78 Zissing T4n zets of orders,
kzll, tnz @ad =ianc = 2z zst ur ent I'® caliing stanbys <or the tec missing plavers,
Neaa hoes. Hell. it7s cold gut there.
kKhci-5an — Game Delaved?

Heil, 2= vou gan crobabl
Tigure out for voursel-ss, the
situsticn has not changed sinc
izst tsszue. Hopetully, all seven
plavers will have orosrs in fo
ARAF.  Ficht now here’z how th
icok!

David Hood (Dh) .o vevnnnnnea, 80
Chris Burtey (CH .. ..o ss . BE
HROFEW YOIrE (BY)ivunrnsvsnncnans
Fill Salvatore (BSl.a..esvensnanks
Hichael Schnelker {H3)........
rete Gaughan (Fol.........00s,
Eric Walton (EW)..............10

fddresses were printed la
1csue so refer to that i+ vou °° {l) . . . o
intend ic carry on any diplomatic . . . o o
Cofrespondence. . . {.’ . . .

Most of the optional rgllle . . . . . . .
will not be used, however. the one
optionel attack, the "Hise Hamser® 123456178 91011121314151617
will be ziiowed. 5o crank it up
guys.

As for the origin of the gase name: 1t is one of the many names given to the
Bushmen ot the Kalahari. Talk about vour climatic contrasts.

Change o, corrections of, or elaboration of orders are due by 17 Deceaber 1988.
1"® asking Jason Bergaann [Box 23780, Atlanta, 6 30322 till Z0 Dec and 10740 Lathrop,
Gallas, TX 70ZZ5 tiil 15 danl to standby for Bill Salvatore. He's the only Snow
righting stanby 1 have signed up so the first perscn to subsit soves for Hichael
Schnelker will take over the position i Michael doesn’t respond. 1Y no soves are sent
in Michasl’s persona will make a beeline for the kitchen until somsone takes the
position over. One sore thing, how about some press? 3Soseone? Anvone?

Send des orders land press!] to! Junior Snowfastr, Mark Lilleleht

A —— A il o e i i e ke o i e i e . e = T — T S T A — T ——————— . T - ——

juickie Note Regarding Snowball Fighting -
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REEN THERE, DONE THAT

Been There, Done That is a Diplomacy subzine to both Mark
LLilleheht’s The Scribblerist In hard copy and distributed through the
U.85.P.5., and Ken Hill’s The Armchalir DPiplomat in electronic format
and distributed via download frem Data Library 5 of the Gamer’s Forum
cn the Compuserve Informatlion Network. Players, standers by, a few
traders, and anyone else whom the fancy strikes me will also receive
it through the mail. Diplomacy is owned by the Avalcon Hill Game Co.,
and was invented by Alan Calhamer. But you already knew that, didn’t
you?

Hello. Welcome to the second issue. I’m losing it. This has not
been my week, or two for that matter. Ever since returnling from our
vacatlon through the southeast in the end of October through early
Nocvember, through Mark’s territory for that matter, the Blue Ridge
Mountains, Shanendoah Valley, down through N. Carolina to Charleston
S§.C. (a thoroughly charming city?>, and back along the coast, through
Myrtle Beach and the Outer Banks, ending up in Williamsburg for a day
on perhaps the lovellest late Autumn day Iin my memory¥y... 1t’s all been
down hill. A small example but typical: I experlienced my first NMR in
almost 3 years of PBM and PBEM Diplomacy. Checking with the GM, my
orders got there alright, 2 days late but postmarked a full week
be fore the deadline. This was in BOAST, and effected 3 games. In one,
I was a 2 center Germany in 1904, I missed a combined winter/spring
move that cost me 4 unitst! How? A retreat not received so the GM, as
i his wont, retreated the unlt off the board (NOT what I would have
done?. Two bullds not recelved, and a unit I would have supported
losing that support and being dislodged and eliminated. Sigh.

Then Thursday, It got worse. 1 was flying to Columbus to teach a
day-long workshop. First, I brought the wrong ticket with me to-the
ajrport. Then, as there was only one ticket agent on duty, I missed my
plane. So I got a different flight connecting through Pittsburgh.
Unfortunately, my connecting flight had a flat tire on the runway in
Boston, so I lald over for 2 (/2 hours in the Pittsburgh airpeort. It’s
just been like that recently. I need another vacation.

Mlike Morris was the only reader to explicitly identify the name of
BT,DT’s first game - Choo Choo Coleman. Not only that, but Kknew his
1862 battling average. If you don’t remember Choo Choo, maybe you’ll
recognize the name of BT.,DT’s second game - "Ello Chacon.”

THE STANDBY LIST

Yep, I actually got some suekers volunteers. These brave souls
Keeping the world safe for democracy are : Jason Bergmann, Tim Moore,
Mike Morris, Steve HeinowsKl, Vince Lutterbie, Stephen Dorneman, and
Paul Milewskl. More are needed. But please, somebody answer this: I’nm
not paranocld, but what does It mean when a certaln zine pubber who
shall go nameless (but who’s initfals are M.L.> publicly brags in

M. 2. /Vovemlvat, 1988



his zine that he s a standby In virtually every zine in the hobby,
yet when his gwn subzine pubber pleads, nay, publlicly pegqs for stand-
bys in that same lssue, salid pubber blatantly lgnores the plea? Tryln
to tell me something Mark? Yeah, well just remember, the Austrian
player in our game in Perelapdra IS a standby here! So watch your
back! If Chris Carrier is reading this, please prepare a Feud Number,
just in case (oh what the hell, Karel Alaric, you too, how about a
Feud Number Under the Most Heoly Covenant of Covenants).

Status of next regular Dip game —- 3 signed up - Karl Hoffman, Vincs
Lutterbie (don’t you love this guy!?, and Tim Moore. One game fee pai
- Moore. Need four more to get the game under way.

One person signed up for a Gunboat game. Six more needed to make
this a go.

A R S e R R e EE S e N R R S S e R S Aur R S G G G G R R G D e e SEp T TR g T M e e M S - G Sy S e e G e G R . n A e - e S - S G —

You're mick of SMing rounstables, wored with tactical analysen, %0 rnov a new feature froa DL . D1

YOU BE THE DIPLOMAT!

SITUATIQN #t: You receive a new gamestart notlice. You’ve drawn Italy.
You look over the other players. Hmmmm.... Morton Downey Jr. has
Austria. The Reverend Al Sharpton has Turkey, Roy Innis has France,
Geraldo Rivera has England, Lee Atwater has Germany, and Russia is
played by Robin Givens, assisted by her mother. You check the house _
rules; physical intimidation is pot specifically prohiblted.

What alllance structure do you pursue and why?

SITUATION #2: You receive another gamestart notice. You get Italy -~
again (it’s been one of those months). You peruse the list of other
players. Melinda Holley has Austria. A bad sign. Hmmm... She’s also
got Turkey. France 1ls played by Melinda Holley. As is England. The
German position Is held by Melinda Holley. Yow. It gets worse. Russia
is.. well you get the polnt. Irate, you dash off a letter of protest
to the GM. A letter comes in response from the GM, Melinda Hclley. Sh-r
was desperate to play in and GM more games, and yours was the only
game request she had on file. So... Not satisfied you write in protest
to the B.N.C. for a regularity ruling. To your horror, you recelve a
letter from Steve Heinowskl’s brand new successor... the lady from
West Virginia, Melinda Holley, She rules the game regular. The hobby
ombudsman? Worth a try, and your response comes from the new hobby
ombudswoman... you got it. At this point you give in and declde to
play the damned game. What alliance structure do you pursue and why?

I promise to print any answers I get to these gquestions!

———— e S D W M T e VR T S M R WD e I i I A e T GRS S S G e S A W e S N S S AL . S G T M S b e S e et S A Ao TES e S e
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Yeah, I actually got a few pleces of mall this month. In fact, 1
got even more than this, but In the disorganization of the last few
weeks I mentioned above, I lost a nice post card from Jason Bergmann,
and acclidentally deleted an electronic mall note from Mike Morris.
None ¢of these are made up, I swear!



Tim Moore:; "Hello Mr. Publisher!

Just caught your premier issue
through Mark Lilleheht’s The
Scribblerist and really enjoyed
it. Being so new to the hobby it-
self (dare we say.... novice?), I
agree that the feuding going on
in the hobby is entertaining, in-
] triguing, gives an albeti{t colaored
d view on the history of the hobby,
and is fun as hell to watch. But
with so little info on how it atl
started, I’m really lost as to
who did what to whom. I guess what I’m trying to say is that you could
probably do a retrospective of the highlights (tongue in cheek) much
the way your Dipdom Tattler is. It would make great reading!

“Enclosed is $5 for a gamestart and put me down as a standby in
Choo Choo Coleman (where did that name come from7?). But I’ve got a
question I really need answered. From what I can tell, most pecple
really into the hobby sub to 4-5% zines, play 6-7 games, maybe even in
your case start to publish. How do you Keep all the games straight?
Osmosis? Hindu cooKing? what iIs 1it? With all the different house
rules, how do you send out your orders (at staggered deadline times)
correctly? Last I heard they weren’t selling any Crays tc the public,
so that can’t be it. Am I being monumentally naive (easy for a nov-
ice>»? and the hcebby just grows on you in time? I'’d like to know what
makes a hobbyist tick, Care to help me out?"®

({(First of all, Tim, thanks for the vote of confidence. Now to deal
wisth your questions and comments -~ Choo Choo Coleman was a hapless
catcher for the even more hapless 1962 N.Y. Mets. As I said above,
Mike Morris even remembers his 62 batting average, and perhaps will
send it back along for publication. As for the history of the hobby
feuds, I wouldn’t even think about writing a history of it all,
humorous or otherwise. That seems like a sure flre way to offend
somecne mightily, and end up as a particiapant rather than an his-
torian. No, I’11 leave that up to Alan Stewart, who threatened, er, ‘
offered to someday write the history of the Great Feud with help fron.
Chris Carrier. Now that would be interesting! However, I wouldn’t
count on seeing it soon, as Alan seems to be having major difficulties
getting Praxis cut these days. When was the last issue? August? But I
have this theory, which I Know {sn’t true but cling to anyway (defin-
ition of dogma?), that all hobby feuds have as thelir origin a brutal
stab in a Dip game in the past. One side Is close to a win, when
suddenly they are blindsided. Tempers fly, emotions get heated, things
are said which shouldn’t have been, and before you Know it, Chris is
issuing a Feud Number and everyone’s forgotten the game.))

((I must remind you of one thing 1 thought I made clear In issue #1
however, Tim. ]I do not write the Dipdom Tattler. In fact, I have no
idea who does. Or why they’ve chosen me to publish 1t. It simply
appears at my house anonymously, and I feel this overwhelming compul-
sion to publish it. Strange but true. Would I 1lie?))

{{(As to how to organize your Dip games... not sure 1f I'm the best
person to answer that, based on my NMR and loss of a ccuple of letters
to this subzine, all within the past week. This sounds like a good :
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topic for some letters. I’d be Interested to now how Melinda, Jim

Diehl, Vince Lutterble, John Crosby, Larry Bottimer, Gary Behnen, and
some of those folk who have a really heavy game load do it. What I deo
is simple. I keep each zine I get and all the letters relating to
games in it in a separate manlilla flle. I also list the deadlines for
every zine In the appointment calendar in WordPerfect Library on my
computer at home. As deadline time approaches, I go through my cor-
respondence involved in those games, check out the game map, and mail
off my orders. Sounds neat, but the problem is in what happens between
getting the mail and gettling [t Into the file. I don’t file more than
about once a week. So sometimes, mail disappears before making it into
the file. Sigh. Any better systems out there? PBEM is easier. Just
save everything to ycur hard disk. Only problem Is a hard disk crash
without a recent back-up and you’re dead (right Jeff?).))

Ron Cameron: "Tom, Nice to see another unneeded piece of shit like
BT,.DT. Your sense of humor s copiocus to say the least. I was hoping
more for a report on "Equalizer”™ ((a game in Rebel in which Mr.
Cameron and I both play)) but I guess now that you are a pubber you’ll
let your games go to hell or become a terrorist standby like John &%
Kathy. Holley’s the only one of you rag issuers that can walk and chew
gum at the same tine.

“And hey, at least Zarse and Geryk had a mother. I°’d like to
volunteer as a standby in your new, soon to be orphaned, game but
forget it. Any GM that can’t spell adjudiecate adjucate is not deser-
ving of the title. So wear this, bud!*®

((0Oh that Ronster, such a kidder. Sericusly, maybe I’m naive but I’'m
having a hard time deciding how serious this letteyr is and how ser-
fously I should take It. If Chris. Carrier is reading this, please )
ready another Feud Number, just In case (jeez, my second issue and I'm
already into 2 feuds, maybe).

Dan Cosley: "Hi, Tom. I’d LOVE to see a hardcopy version of the zine:
somehow {5000 bytes rolling past my eyes on a conmputer screen doesn’t
quite have the same feel as a good solid publication. Maybe I’m just
behind the times...

“"And thank for wishing me luck in the game. My diplomaclizing has
been sort of (very) sporadlc, so I’'m expecting a really Interesting
opening. De you have any hints for the pbem/pbm game? I’ve never done
it before and am looking for advice, hints, mantras, or whatever else
you have., Thanks, Dan.”

((Another beautiful opening for a vast outpouring in the letter
column! Hints for PBM/PBEM Dliplomacy! Actually Dan, I have only two.
Communicate with all other players as frequently as possible, and
NEVER NMR! Other advice for the novice?))

Jason Bergmapn: “"The (sublzine was énjoyable. You ridlcule well.”

({Yes, I found the postcard! Yea! Anyway, thanks for the... uh...
coapliment J.B.))

ugnﬁihlllengbg; “You’ve gotten plenty of kudos on BT,DT ((really,

where? I haven’t seen ’em)). As for you surpassing me? Hah! If it gets
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oyt of hand, I will simply, unremorsefully, and irrevocably crush you!
Hear me now, Nash, and understand It yesterday, get too popular and I
will be forced to eliminate yocu in a PCP Induced psychotic rage! This
death threat has been brought to you by those who feel desperately
insecure and, hence, strive to achieve the power the Bad Boys once

hadt*®

((Chris!!1!! Get that Feud Number pow! Seriously folks, 1s It some
Kind of comment of the current state of this nation’s higher education
system that seemingly all Dip players in college routinely made drug-
induced death threats (except Karl Hoffman of course.... he’s cool, as
long as he Keeps our alliance in B88Q)? Mark, you don’t scare me. I
deal with people in PCP induced psychotic rages for a living. One shot
of Haldol in your tush, 2 quarts of cranberry juice a day to flush
those fat cells, 4 weeks of group therapy, and you’ll actually be
capable of learning a few rudimentary social skills! Hope yYyour health
insurance premium s paid up. Oh and by the way, what’s your mother’s
address?))
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And aovw.ve you’ve asked (or I8, pleaded for Lk, hegged for $%...

THE DIPDOM  TATTLER RETURNS!

Hi again boys and girlis of dipdom! As promised last time, I have
reports on a few selected topics. First of all, I was a bit premature
in reporting that Kathy Caruso would publish an issue of KX/W without
using even one inane nickname. She tried, and typed up a galley that
€liminated every occurrence of the following words: “Greedy, Toad-
Father, Boob, Pudge, Sludge, Rin Tin Toady, Hobby Sex Ghod, Candidate,
Toots, Winner, Duck, Pops, PJGIV, Uncle Of Us All, Personal L1 fe
Custodian, Supreme Commander, Pet, Slappy, etc, etc.” Problem was, the
finished product was exactly one and a half paragraphs long. Oh well,
KK, yYou can always try your hand as Italy in one of Nash’s “Be the
Diplomat™ quizzes!

Meanwhile, as I also reported last month, Herb Barents has in fact
bought a dictionary and uses it daily. Yes, he uses it to prop up the
broken leg on the chair on which he sits to type BOAST, which If it
doesn’t win the hobby dyslexia award for rampant misspelling, there is
no justice In this world (despite what Ron "Pedro” Cameron says about
Nash). Herb did, in fact use the dictionary for its intended purpose
for 139 minutes on the day he bought it, but gave up in a rage when he
couldn’t find "BattleTech® in i{t.

And speaking of silly nicknames, the Boocb himself, Mr. Jim Bob
Burgess, has in fact admitted, in a tearful confession to the Tattler,
his love for what he calls "my music;" the collected works of Wayne
Newton. "All that other crap I talk about in my zines, (sob), I get ny
15 year old cousin to write the reviews. Close Lobsters indeed! This
stuff’s the music I can’t live without,” he wailed as the sweet
strains of Steve and Edie’s Salute to Sammy DRavis Jr. filled the
background. "I’m a FRAUD! I admit it. Just let me not have to hear The
Feelies ever again! Bob Goulet Sings Vegas Is as hard as I like my

rock!t!-




%

Next month, kiddies, the Tattler has a special feature. After -
months of searching, we’ve finally found and will report on the 1long
forgotten postal game where Bruce Linsey stabbed the then Kathy Byrne,
ruining the Byrne-Olsen-Martin allliance’s chance for a 3 way draw.
Yes, chillun’, it’s the origin of the great feud!
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Choo Choo Coleman Spring 1801 Boardman Number 1988HE
Peace breaks out all over: All moves succeed, no conflictst

Game Note: Mark Walsh resigned prior te Spring ’0l, the new player for
England is Bill Hunter., All players were informed.

Austria (Aube): A Bud-SER; A Vie-BOH; F Tri-ALB.

England (Hunter): F Edi-NTil;} A Lpl-WAL; [ Lon-ENG.

France (Cosleyd): A Par~PIC; F Bre-MID; A Mar-GAS.

Germany (Smith): F Kie~-HOL:; A Mun-RUH; A Ber-KIE.

Italy (Welterd): F Nap-TYS; A Rom-VEN; A Ven-TYO.

Russia (HcKee): F StP(sc)-BOT; A War-SIil.; A Mos-UKR3: F Sev-RUM.
Turkey (Tabord: A Con-BUL: F Ank-CON: A SMY H.

((Underlined moves fallc(hah!t). Units are in capitalized province.
There may be maps next time, at least the hard copy version.)?)

Press:

<London?> The Royal Navy took to the high seas today saliling from bases
at Inverness and Portsmouth. This as a response to increased tensions-
in continental Europe. It Iis hoped that a major show of force will
prevent hostllities from breaking out. Also the British Fxpeditlonary
Force has gone on manuevers ln Wales to achieve a high state of
readiness.

{Moscow> Praylng....

{Constantinople? The Exhalted Ruler c¢of the Turkish Empire announced
via his new press offlcer today that the rumor that he has been
selllng his country’s residents as holiday food is both vicicus and
untrue. “We wlill not export commodities that are In demand at home, "~
he stated. "We view this as an attempt to Incite discontent among cur
resldentﬁfand hence as an Interference in our internal affairs.”

In afxélated story, the world press corp noted that Turkey’s old press
officer, ‘a portly and somewhat succulent looking fellow, had been
replaced. It s rumored that he was the one that had caused the
Turklih rulep’s title to be officially translated as "Chief Turkey", a
title which had admlttedly caused some mirth In the global community.
Thils rumor was given credence by the new press offlcer’s insistence
that the officlal title was actually "The Bilg Turkey” and any other
transiation would not be tclerated. '

* ' * *
Been Theye, Done That is published by Tom Nash, who can be reached at
5512¢{Pilgrim Road, Baltimore MD, 21214. CIS ID# 74676,3310.
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