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Seltenstetten ls yet another insarely deranged postael Liplomecy browse

Tun under the anechronisiic aegls of Grendel Preas, P.0. Box 8548,

Sen Diega, Califormia 98102, UsS.A. °Sub rate is ten for a buck.
For game openings, mead the issue. '

[Backgroundl. In 1963, John Boerdmen sterted Crausterk and the first
postal Diplomacy geme, right? 1963-A, a five-man game, right?

WRONG! A postal diplomegsy geme begean in the svmmer of 1962
in a nswsletter since nemsd, bub not then called, Mongo. This ig
t0 be confused with a newsleblsr called kongo issped by the present
editor for a whlle last year and since incorporated into Cogtaguana; .
the more recent sdition was Volume II.

Volume I - as it haes since been dubbed by those who know - Tan
for five issues. Actually, they were not issuss, exceps the last
two, end they were in no real sence Dlpzines as we undersband the
term. :

*

éhat heppened was this. In 1961-2 a group of people imcluding
the present writer engaged in a number of in~person Dip games both
on and off the cempus of San Diego State College (now Galifornia
State University, San Llego). At the close of the school term
in June 1962 the group famned out widely, and for lack of seven
%0 play in person I orgenlzed & postal game., The first *issue!
of Mongo was a carbon-copy letber asking vhe proposed players if
they were still interested in playing. ‘'Issue' two was another
carbon letter stating the countries, players and addressés, and
cetting 2 deadline. ‘Issue’ three was carbon copy but was not in
letter form; instead it was-a listing of Spring 1901 moves, fol-
lowing the format of the semple geme in the Rulecbook, and an ane
nouncement of the Fall 1901 deadiine, (Press in thoge days wes in
the form of Treatles, Resolutlons, Proclamations, etc., sent by
each player individually o whomever he liked; none was printed
in the 'megazine'.) Issue Four was on ditto copy and listed the
Fall 1901 moves and & deadline for builds; Issue Flve was also :
ditto and announced the termination of the geme for lack of interest
(two had resigned, two missed builds, one esked to cancel, and
that did it).

For ‘years these precious items wers presumed long lost. Howe
ever, about 2 years ago Rod Welker ran ipto an 914 friend who had
been a plaeyer in the geme, and said friend just happencd to have
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damn neey everything he had ever owned in his life ~ Lhe packrat type;
you dig? - including the so~-called lommo issuss. {(Lacking the firsy,
the are-you-interesited? 1eute%, which has truly gone Trom the sarth.)
Rod couned the guy out of casm, and ke and I have been planning to -
reissue bthem ever since. e neVer Aid, epd now Rod has gone inacilve.
So, whlle I cannot telk him oub of pardting with the actual physisal
evidence, I ocan use it for refebence uo by=nv Fou

Gomg 1962-A1 | uf

The cwlminal,playars weres Conrad von Metzks, playing kustria
and (in effgct) Cemesmastering and fuhlishing; Red Walker, es Engleond;
Leonard Garland ef France; IFrenk I, Setchell as Germany; Lewls De
Perry as 1tely - hels the packratb; ugm s Sutheriand as Russisg; and
Cheries Iuke Kellsy-as turﬁcy. - ' ,

who are these people? Well, von lletzgke end walker you know.
Garland has been active in n@stal Ulp until lsest year, no longer
has any interest in the gewe bult =2¢ill lives eboud & mile from me -
in san bDiego - he's & professwonal stuabn Setehell is now an
attorney in New Hempshire. XForry is an nlgcoaa? priest, no Lldea
whers., oSutherlerd is now Dr. Jon Sutherland, assistont professor
of history back where it all began - CSU San Diego. And Helley is
now Lb.~Col. Charles D, Kelley at uwright-Patizrgon Alr IFor¢s Base
in Ohic. HNome of the last four has ever been diplomacywminded since |
the collapse of thls first-ever LENS ; aﬂd excupt Lor Kelley I haven't
seen them since 1962.

In other words, the only pleyer stall active and interestca is
your humble serxrvant, von lebzke. .

In those early days the concept of o Gewmssmaster had not occured
t0 us. I ‘*adjudicated?! and printed the moves principally beceuse I
had the essleat eccess-to a duplicator, and also because it was ny
idea. Bu%, in common with the old Diplomat gemes of lric Just and
Bob Foster, I pleyed in my own gamesma°te"ing affair.

The proposition nows

How about we finish this game up? It's almost like @ new geme,
considering that only u/ﬁ'1901 is in the bag end the buillds remein
%0 be made ~ after ten years! It will be cohdusied by its originel
Gemesmaster, wio ~ in keeping with modern policy =~ will not play.
Therefore, we neea seven playerﬁo There will be nO fees.

Geme publication will follow commnn present-day syztems, no%
the o0ld style as shown ln ‘the rulebook semple game., Standard press
will bs allowed. Ik order to circumvent &;f iculties, the 1971
rules wlll be used. In short, it will be little different from &
brand new geme, but with 1901 pre-played.

e
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It is admitted that the idea of such o game beling the ‘ocom-
pletion of a rediscovered orphan geme gem', as Ro4 once adveritised
i, is ludicrous. If end when finished, Vhig will be 1962-A in
a purely technical sensec, @nd for that reason it seoms worth doing;
but for practical purposes it is much like & now game.: '

1f anyone is intersstsed im playing it the old way, there’s uo
real reason we couldn't. The chenges involved Irom nodern sysiems -
we could use any or &ll of them ~ arct

1. 1961 rulebook. No house rules untll something comes up.

2. Comesmaster is also a player.

3. Publishing of woves, vhen possible, on a round-robin basla,
This is the way it had been intended, end swaelied only the othex
playerd finding reproduction facilitles andfor regular addresses.

. 4. Press in the old menner, l.ec. isgued individually by the
players and sent to whomever they chose. . .

Those who apply Tfor embry 4o the geme ~ L will run the selup -
should specify whioch of %the above they cere to use, 1f any, If it
is decided to use Iiem 3, any subsecrlipilon monles collected by ms
will be refunded emnd a system will be worked out, 1f possible, to
supply coples to interested parties. I will comitimue %o play Austrle
if Item Two is agreed to. . :

 And now - the 1901 moves elready played.

Spring '1901:

A; & vie-tri, a bud-ser. <L bri-alb.
Es £ lon-ec, £ edi-mth. e lvp-yor.
F: T bre-eG. & Mar-spl. & POr-gas.
G: & Der~kie. e mu-ruh. £ kie-holl,
I: a ven-tyo., e rom-tus., I nep-ion.

R: a war-gal. & mog~stp. £ _sevy=black. ¥ stp s¢ - fin.
T: a con~bul. & smy (h)., £ _ank-bla.

Fall 1901:

A: a tri (h), @ ser (s) tri. T alb-gre.

i+ £ lon-ec. a yor (h). £ nth-nwy,

i & Spa-por. & gas-spi. L brg"' Coe

:+ @& kie~den. I holl-bsl. & ruh {8} holl=bel.

: 2 tyo-tri. & ven {8) tyo-tri. I-lom-tun.

i a ggi-rum. y~bla., & stp~m0s., [ finegwe.
T: a bul{h)e & smy (hil. I _enk-bla,

Austrie, France, Germeny, and Russia eacih build two. Lngland,
Italy and Turkey each build omns. ' o

The only fresky thing about the moves was an ltenm whioch I changed
in the rehash above. The Austrian army Trisste wes actually ordered
‘e tri-ven.' In those days we hed misreasd the rulebook and believed

-~
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thet a unlt ordered $0 move could sBlll De supported defensively if

it felled to meke its move, I am not going to ‘correct' the terror?
because the intent wes th¢oasly to hold TMiesbe. (T should kmow;

I mede the move.) Lowever, in the.contitweidion of the.geme the rules
will be read correctly, il.e. un;iu ordered 0 pove cennddt be supported
in defense, {(The San Liego a¢u playersz contimued Lo play by this
mlsrsading of the rules unbil ?uo, when 'malnstream' pogial Dippy
arrived ip town and we Found oubt the truth.)

In the courae of this gome I will uhc?hﬁﬁ roprinie of the origi~
ral issues (2 thru . B), short siketcones of “Qﬁfucra Diplomacy in Sem
Diego. pleces on San-Ilego's cntry into the maxnstveam, and other
sugch nostalgie that only Hod walker *s around to reueumber. I
round-robin publishing tekes over this will - -be occaslonal; if I do
all the printing it wlll be regulur. :

: .
. i

So who wants %o play?

Other Gli's please sp~eaa the word.see



