"And now," cried Max, "let the wild rumpus start!"
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LAST NOTES:

\ - Welcome to another publication of that hopefully-not-too-bland

funxyn called "The Shotgun/Sword", among such other things as "unique and -
entertaining”, "the best thing ever to come out of Endwell", and "(some-
thing in which) the spirit of 'don't try too hard' shines through." This
issue is a bit unusual in that it's being charged as a double issue, and .
it contains considerably more stuff than usual. I've devoted seven pages .
to a light piece dealing with some of the people who have made this hobby
so pleasurable to me. I%'s based on H.A.Rey's "Curious George" series of
kiddie books -- and don't ask why I happened to find them around. I know
that I don't devote much TSS space to 'personalities', so I'l1l ask those

of you unfamiliar with our little clique (hopefully an open one) to forgive
me and try to enjoy it. Anyone who really objects to this being used to’ -
make this into a double issue may write me and I'll extend their subscrip-
tion by an issue, but I think you're getting more’ than your money's worth.

The other addition to this issue is the inclusion of the first issue-
of Expletive Deleted, Tom Swider's new xyn. His three subxyns elsewhere
have encountered problems, so he's combining them into a new ditto publi-~
cation.. He'll be opening new games there, and his TSS games will stay here
so no one will be forced to subscribe to ED to continue an existing game.
Since he built TSS into a respectable xyn, it's the least I can do to -
distribute the first issue of ED to you people, most of whom joined PSS -
when he was pubbing it. . Tom's rates are very low, and I hope many of
you will subscribe.  TSS and ED will be completely independent, though

- we're using the same printing facilities.. I am covering all the postage . -
of this combined mailing to help keep Tom from going broke before it starts.

This is the only time I'll be doing this extensive photocopying, and
I hope I can manage it. Ditto is cheap, decent, and doesn't risk my job. '
It looks like the digest-offset idea I mentioned some months back won't
come through. Meanwhile, it's uncertain how I'l1l be printing TSS in i
the summer or next fall (I've been accepted at RIT for a computer program-
ming program), but I do intend to keep on going somehow. I certainly
hope so, anyhow.... SR !

Looks like you get dull, ordinary, uncreative page numbers this

month. Sorry.... ,
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by MP BARNO

(with apologies to H.A. Rey)

This is George.

He lived with his friend, the man with the green mole. He was a

good little monkey, but he was always curious.

Today George was curious about the big box on the man's desk.

open 1it,




It was full of funny little pieces of two different shapes and-all
sorts of colors. (There seemed to be six different colors, but it was

hard to tell about some of them.)

George's friend, the man with the green mole, knew what it was for.
It was a game! He taught George how to play just as well as him. This

made George a full-fledged novice.

George decided to try playing by mail. He sent away to someone

named Don in California for a sample of his magazine.

When the sample arrived, it was all upside-down and backwards.

George couldn't figure it out. He was confused.

So he tried other publishers. The man with the green mole sent
George to his best friend, Signor Tom. This paesano berated George for
not sending the postage for the sample in Italian currency. (It would
have been about143 million lira,)> Bruce demanded to know his telephone
number. And Oklahoma John and Father John, Ph.D., both said they "didn't

want no god-damned jungle monkeys in THEIR hobby."

At last, George understood. He would never be accepted in postal
dipping. Except for one game that he played under his friend's name,

he gave up the idea of playing by mail.

But George's friend, the man with the green mole, knew what they
could do. He had some friends who would accept George. After all, they

accepted him, and a monkey was clean and intelligent by comparison.

So off they went to Kathy's house. (John lived there too, but

nobody ever called it "John's house". We know who wore the pants in

3

that family.)
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When they arrived, George met all the other people. They were
nice people. There was Kathy's daughter, Phyllis. Was she John's
daughter, too? No one knew. George asked if maybe she was Keith's
daughter, but Kathy started crying and threatened to leave the hobby
when Keith's name was mentioned. George liked Phyllis, though. She
liked to jump and swing on the man with the green mole, just like George

did.

Phyllis' friend, Norm, was there too. Norm used to be Phyllis'
boyfriend, but he wasn't anymore. They had broken up because she was
too good a dip player for him, and because she was jealous of her mo ther,

who wanted Norm's body.*

Oh boy! Some new friends arrived! It was Tommieee, Mikey, and
Barbieee. They were wearing funny little paper hats that Tommieee had

made.

Of course, when Tommieee haditried to learn how to make the hats,

Mikey'd had to explain it all to him a few times.

Tommieee had a weird idea: he was going to start a feud with a
pseudonym who had made a joke about him in print. Of course, the person
who wrote that play was right in front of him, but Tommieee didn't

realize that.

Mikey was strange too. He liked to be called "MP". No one knew

what that meant. Some thought it might stand for "Mediocre Person”,

¥as a token for playing Chutes and Ladders

¢



= but Mikey wasn't mediocre. He wore weird clothes, had long hair, and

wailed that he'd just blown his seventh engine.

Barbieee, on the other hand, just sat in a corner and read sci-fi.
No one was ever sure whether she could play, but suspicions were that she

was so good, she got too bored playing with the rest of this group.

Robert showed up and organized the games into a tournament, with
a seven-decimal-place scoring system. But everyone ignored him and
played Chutes and Ladders, Candy Land, Nuclear War, and 0ld Maid.

George liked these games.

After this get-together ended, George and the man with the green

mole went home, where the man made some of his infamous spaghetti.

George tried some....
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2 Doctor Goodrich walked in with an attractive young woman. "George,

this is Nurse Debbie," he said. "She'll be taking care of you now, heh

heh heh."

As the doctor left the room, George noticed him lock the door. The

fact that there were no windows seemed strange, and so did the disconnected

intercom. Nurse Debbie took out a needle....

and stabbed him AGAIN —
. N
and

AGAIN — ;

and

AGAIN! ,

When he finally recovered, George asked a doctor why Nurse Debbie
had done that. "We have no Nurse Debbie here," he was told. "And
surely none of our nurses would do anything like that." Some cosmic

|

|

| words came into George's mind: "What does it all mean??"
J

George left the hospital in a wheelchair, as regulations required.

As he was being led out, he noticed the initials "DDG" on the armrest.

He started rolling down an incline, got out of control....
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«++. and wrecked, flipping the chair!

s

George painfully turned to read

the name on the hospital's front: PACIFIC ORIGINS MEDICAI CENTER.

Eventually, word reached George of another minicon, this one taking

place at Dick's. He decided he'd ride a bus there.

It took a long time to get there, because the bus got stuck behind

a mail tggsk, Even a kid on a pedal-cart passed them.

- %igmmdﬁf
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When at last George arrived, Julie wasn't there to pick him up like
he expected. Instead, she had gone to a perfectly logical place -- the

subway station!

7 jﬁ] JeHAm !
i "’chf‘r,
13
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When George, Dick, and Julie finally all got together, the two
clowns took an instant liking to the monkey. Dick mentioned that he could
get all the copying he needed for 15 bux a month, even though he did so

much copying that it would cost him ten times that much ordinarily.

This gave George a great idea. He changed his name to Konrad, and
with Dick's help, the monkey Curious George has been publishing GIVE ME A

COOD EXCUSE!!! ever since.

--MPB
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Dygryons was Toscinsted By o the §LAET ganow.  Loao oL 0 0w

Freddia, an eisatronie hit-the-right-Luvions game sod the paan rezson
oo come downs Ohuckers, whare you uEa gaot parbles o filp coleoxaed
F1ippers to your colory Spinerve, s pachinko-iype ganes and ELARF-~-- moxXe
on that later. Then, of course, there were our own kiddie gumes: Dip
Crutaes and Ladders, Dip 01d Mald, Nuclear War, and the silllest ol all:
Niplomacy. We tried a gunboat game, with the maln feature being tha
supporting of foralgn orders which weren't oxrdared that way. The A-R-T
situntion took forever to resolve. Eventually, Dick {Russiz) was reduced
to & single fleet in the Black Sea-- but Kathy spent the next five game-

: years supporting him into various centers. He owned every center around -~
the Black Sez except Turkey's (and one of those as well) at some point
or ancther during that sireich, and survived until 1911, when we broke up
%he game. The Great Neck lads called in the middle of the night (the game
was o411l in progress, of vourse) te Tind out when o come aver. Dick
threatened thes and warned not to come over btefore midday. Sure enough,
they didn*t. Dickiepoo czn be tough when le has to, and he has %o when
he neads his beauty sleep, Oh yes, we interrupted the game at midnight
For the obligatory "5-i.7-2~1-HAPPY NEW YEAR! ™ and hugging and so forth.

jlaw Yesr’s Doy, 1937 dawned bright and earlys It took me at least 90
winvses to go from “"wha,,.?" o sensibiliity. Sensibility? Arguments over
WW277 Pancakes, John's very own with musterd thrown in. ‘

Zventually, we all had bheen avoused and everyons arrived. Drew

wiize was the quiet, krcwledgable person I°d sxpected. Vie Dupont,

rvoyor of prolix prese, was much the interesting character 1°d heard,

cept nore coharent. Robert "Focus Your Attention On ME, Plsase, People”
iropped in for a faw woments and stayed arcund all day. After some Dip,
in which he spent an eniire game as Austria holding and supporting, but
neveyr attecking nor bzing attacked, Robert became faselnsted by Chuckers,
chere 1 blew nim oud, and Spinexce. ‘The second minute he hed his hands
or the latter, he broke i% and left quickly. He was wiss Yoj John went
into a rage when he touldn'’t find the misging part. Stu Schoenberger was
s0 nllet we dldn’t even notlee he was these. No, walt a second, that was
the iass time. He d1dn'$ meke it this time. Or dld he?

Having coliseted their courage, the Great Neck, NY kids arrived:
Eprian ard Sean Lorber, Erie Kane, Ken Halpern, and, um... the other
Pullow. Brian cownitted the gaffe of the weekend when he encountered
Roberts "Oh, you're Red Walker's boyfriend, right?” Incredibly, while
Qohert was still around, his eneny Wallker czlled and, having shared greet-
ings and New Year's wishes with Kathy, asked %o speak with Brian. lHe
a2eked the asteunded Lorber for an article for Diplomncy World describing
the vieapoint of today’s novice. Qfite an honors Seoil Hanson also called.

bails & Turkish position in one game up to ten centes in five ysars,

u

Sa’

don
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,“Z*f7 ther.,, having consumed five coffeemugs of lambrusce, stopped negotlating.

a 7k+' T would have potten blown out, bdut the gzane got interrupted and I left to .
Hhis  rwisy Chutes =nd Ladders. We eventually went on to BLARF. where we did well
vy el wn esed e vulos asain and abtarted plaving rizht.  Even while aslezep
You {we made his pevas for h@m{, ¥oegy celsated Wuody and me, and gave Kathy

Y et ® VETY good fighs. STRANGE game. Dan Hathas

ﬂhwul k3 ﬂmég,earlier ﬁ&a@ averyone @&d woken upy actually, everyone had
¥ 7 except Julie. Brian and Ken were totally faseirated, and kept bringing

e the others ocut s the sofs to waich her slsep. Hang in. there guys,
the snmedany vod 00 o Leocone 2 sy like me.

i
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Everyone had leftz 1% was 'z’wree in The znorning: we were prepaving to

'sleep. Brux said “I'm restless.” I said "Nes too.” Up we got, and wsre

able to parsuade only Mark and Tom S to. jain us. Julle wanted ice crean,

but wouldn't zo out with us for it, What's open in Flushing at three in

Laure,

the morning, you ask? A White Knight, with grease on the counter, diri
on the floor, and persormel who spoke only pldgin English. On to a betiter
place: a medium-class-to-elegant restaurant where we got burgers ($2 85)
and a shake, which went besk into the ‘freeser (Not the ¥ ; "tor. the
PREEZER in the apartment)” Tor Julle. - Off ‘again into’ ‘ManMatten, 'Pifth
Avemue, Greenwich Village, Chinatown, the Dakota, 42nd Street (eonpleto
with Wurlitzexr store), Ceniral Park, Harlem ~- all at 4-5 in the morning.
Almost deserted. The atmosphere was inoredible. A quick trip around the
Henry Hudson got us logt, then we recovorod to make a wholly nexplicable
semh for Yankee Stadium. = .

Some stuf? that wase. e!.ﬂxqr Frﬂlday nr saturm who knowst w‘e' all
enjoyed tales of Gary Coughlan's blind date, poor fellow. . Gary called

"and we talked forever about. his holiday welebration (he sounded horrible

and even slower than noxrmal), his contact lens, etcetera. Dave decided
to eall his flancee somewhere in Latin. Lmevigga or the Caribbean.
couldn't convince him to charge it to Gary. -He had a bit of a prbblcm
when the nuaber he gave the operator was one digit too ahort.

~ Come the ovening, Tom and I headed home. Apparantly the resgt of
the bunch went to John Boardman’s (Surprise!}). It was a fa.ntastic
experience, and I*ll be heading toward more of these thlngs in the future.
Origins/Dipeon, GenCon East, naybe Chi.qggocon or GenCom, - Hope to see

»many mre of yuu thsra. There's z'eany no ng like the oxperienee.

‘-“h."-‘ﬁ."“ﬂ-‘--

Speaking of :tt;ﬂ I chrosder ef Melaani YA (.‘mst a couple of
miles west of Washingto oﬁ’ﬁrs an open invitatiomn for any of you to
meet kim in or near Washington for a Ifriendly meeting. TSS has readers
in Rockville, Greenbelt, College Park, Silver Spring, Charles Town (WV),
and more not too far off. Hope you guys will get in touch with him;

CAinttfy the sddress is 1800 01d Meadow Road, Molean, VA 22102. Ivwin, I migm

be headed down that way a:mund Easter time. I:r 80, '11 be in touch.

“““~~-‘~ﬂ‘~-~‘~

I hate to mention %his at all in theso pages, but pu'h 8 I should.
I recently received a four-page lettsr from Bemle Oaklyn, oriticizing
the new houserules in the harshest of terms, and accusing me of being
unethical and dishonest. Now I know that this is Bernie's -gtyle, but
I don't care for it and I don't want to see your (the readars and players)

‘enjoyment ruined, He demanded that I print the entire letter in TSS, and

1f I didn't, e would send copies to all of you. Fine, let him. I
attempted to keep my cool in the face of this, and sent him a cautiously
worded letter offering the opportunity to resign if he didn't want to
play under our rules, which are in reality the way the games have always.
been run. {The only change was in +the handling of Spring 1901 NMRs, which
did not affect any game already in progress. And I've heard noth eksse
on ‘the subject, so they now bLecome offl clal, replacinz the old set

Bernie has not responded direc'tly. tut told Tom somathing 1ike he'd
like 40 work something out. He's weleome to stay if he acts clivil; he‘’s
free to leave. I1I°11 let you know when something concrete develops.

{1




STUFF -
~ ®»#® Phe “Poll Poll" last month was not real, just a parody of the ridicuicus
. gtuff going on. Do I have: to put "SATIRE" or "JERIOUS" on each article - -
ot for you Causo-types -out there? Epric Ogog ran intc this problem in his
i . Dip Por Mooniess it was' suggested that he put-smiling or frownlng faces
< e myoy Lowry offered: posBible
‘sho

: - oandidates for a faw of the pollss.

WARGOt poll-~ seeing s Ahis Aig only & medlocve poll, the mascot

uld he a-mediocre animal. - My wote iafor the platypus....  Hodbby
table poll-- ,...my'vote is for James Bredy.” Ho K. ~

#%% Thig.is the last page I'm typing up, and a call from Tom brings news °
£/ - that (almost) surprises me. You'll see when you get to ED.
U sxe Some magazines have been running into problems with printing recently. .
; The copier used almost free by Dick Hartin and Konrad Baumelgster was
“i:denied %o -themj Konrsd Had GIVE ME A WEAPON! printed professionally
Lu{bhg bux), while Dick'a RETALIARION, for two years one of the hobdy's
1A best wyne, is 8till beingz wailted on and should reappear within a week
hebbr three. Deve Manuel®s THE CHAMBER was silent for a while, but, he says,
#411 ‘wooh be: 1n operation once more. Don Del Grande's LIFE OF MONTY,
v gurfering: from floeds, ‘holidays; exams, and the ESM loss in the Dip Bowl
finals, Widl show up later this menth. Marion Bates is reported to be
« . in poor health ence.mere; I don’t have any reliable information on the
" “future of PLAGUE TIMES, I hepe we 866 it agaln, as I've got a letter
- walting %0 be printed 1o clear up mlsconceptiams about my sccial viewpointis.

«#4% A Few Words Adbout Your Publishers Recently turned 18 (i.e. my pleamsures
are now legal). Ny daye are split between mornings at the high school
and aftermwons as an IBM co-op in Cost . .. Engineering. A °71 Canmaro
- _with a 69 Chevy 307 engine gets me around quickly, with customization
© e T aer fodlow tiite sunmerTonly 5 be Immedfately raosted away. You see,
~ 1'm foolishly staying up North (less south to you Canadians and Alaskan)
o7 for a five-year computer software program at RIT. Does Rochester get
;¢ much gnow, you ask? Well, the RIT bulldings are connected by underground
tunnels, which weren't built % gusard against radicactivity. Get the
'V?ictnrs? “I'm nonconformist, intellectual, fairly responsible, open-minded
I hope). A 1510 SAT apparently will get me an IBM Watson Scholarship
to help me through RIT, Xf I sound like I'm bregsging about inteliigence,
I don't mean toy in fact, 1 sometimes am perversely insecure about it.
. Hore important tc me is the maintenance of my fragile sanity with such
‘pursuits as Dipdom, with the relationships édsveloped through play. I
don't write encugh to support an elight-page Dipxyn, sk I plaglarize, er,
1 mean reprint. It looks like I°*ll keep on printing 0SS by ditto, with
- a little photocopying at times, through college and beyond as leng as 1
have the time and interest. Your support is what keeps me going-~ thanks
for the kind words, opinions, and suggestions, '

X% The Travels of George C. Marshall: Troy Lowry recently sent me a
< letter bearingz a Marshall stamp. He mentloned that it's the same one I
- used to mail him hiec first 7SS.  Turne out that this ie the stamp from
- the first issue of Retaliation I recelved. And it's STILL not cancelled,
= except for a mark on a blank section beyonf the perforation on one side,
which I can tear off. I think I°1) use it on Gary Coughlan‘s copy, as
he likes such things. Be sure to save it as a plece of Northern hohby
hiS%W,maco.. . o
**% Quote of the month: "0h well, c’est la potato.” -=Hlark Lew
®#42 Barb's Cosmic Rules will return next month,

/3
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‘Chris Blume, 204 Woecdstock Road, Villznowvs, P4

John Diamond, 41 Riverridge Trall, Oruiond Besch, ¥

Yan Eckloff, 11705 Ashley Drive, Rcckv'11e¢ M 20852

Keith Kendall (G75, Dip~-09) has returned o his Tiwy addiess.

James Morgan (DS:, Rourse), 255 Ked Clay Rd ﬁB@ﬁ Leurel, Ml 2000y
ruce Linsey, 24A Quarry Drive, Albany, NY 12205

-Kevin Smith has rasturned to his Babson College sddress. (DS IOTD)

Toby Tanls, 111 Deep Dens Road, Villanova, PA 190685

Doug:ngiel {Dip-04, Dip-06, Dip-07, GTH) has returnsd %o bis Tl is

address.

Thanks and two free lssues go to Troy Lowry for hrangding twe sew VD saevens

into our humble little group of 70.

- eem e e o o e & W e o

. GAME OPENINGS

VACATION DIPs Filled: MP Barno, Don Del Grande, fan Feiloefd
Edwards, Julie Glass, Kevin XKozlowski, Troy lowry. I havs
myself. Del Grande (payment for an article), Zcokloff, Kosziow:
I°11 be forwarding these to GM Dick Martin, Julie and dordan
gontact - Dieck vith the two bux (one refundabls). I havy
lists from. let's sea... only Ian. Dick will be getting this
The rest of you (and me) should give any pref 1ishs you
submit to Dickie by JANUARY 29. He‘ll then amnounca %! : o
initial card distribvution, and the Pirst deasdline [promsbly arah

You do all-have the rules printed in TSS 27, rlght¥

. DIPLOMACGY: GM Tray Lowry, gama fee $1.00 plug $1.20 pefumanbtle HMR
Signed ups Brian xlden, John Dlamond, Alan Moon, Need & wors.

‘YOUNGSTOWNz prnb‘le the 12-player worldwide wverslor, iF
are availablg,* 6k Kelth Kendall. Gamefes net aeiarm&mwm Yot AN
nt to cheqk out the rules, write Xeith with 2 SASE. This is sre of

¢ beat Diplomacy variants around.

;CHIAVELLIz GM Claik Reynolds, gamefee $2.00. :¢zﬁ“"
% Nlelsen, Bernia Oaklyn, Dan Palter, Ixwin Sz
“W‘aauick~4ﬂ&h£s ey be your last chancel
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