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Inge Davis wrote to ask:

"How do you cook blubber, anyway? And why do you eat it for
breakfast? Does blubber go well with eggs? Can you actually
buy it? I'm really curious now,"

First off, you never cook it. The only way to eat blubber is
raw, preferably fresh from the whale, Seeing as all our grocery
stores are owned by Americans or Arabs, you can't buy it. So
-]we Canucks have this annual ritual see? EBvery winter every
able-bodied Johnny Canuck loads up his dog sled and mushes on
up the the Arctic Ocean. He then unloads his kayak and paddles
out until he spies a pod of whales basking in the sunlight.

By chanting an ancient Indian song, he lulls the whales into a
state of complacency until he can g et close encugh to put a
dash of salt on a tail. That's how you catch them. Afterwards
he sings a duet with Jeanette MacDonald then heads home. The
Teason we eat it is that it so addles our brains that we be-—
lieve that 40 below zero is a respectable temperature that
proves our superiority over Americans who panic at a mere 0°C,
Don't bother asking Dave Carter or anyone else from Toronto
about this, as they don't know the difference between walruses
and carpenters.

let's talk about kids.

Don Ditter: "Christopher is a real cutey—-he must bring you a
lot of joy and happiness and other things maybe not so good.

Inge Davis: "Is he learning to crawl yet? Soon he'll be pull-
ing down everything he can reach. What fun!"

Well, he can kind of hunch along backwards, but hasn't figured
out the forward gears yet. However, he's really talented at
rolling over—and can get just about anywhere that way . Eveyy—
thing within reach heads straight for the mguth. Ee_ls amazing.
Despite teething and a severe cold, he's still sm}llng and
laughing at the world. So he's teaching us something too. You
wouldn't think & six month o0ld could give so much. I've a feel-
ing he's destined to be an actor or poet, as he jgst loves the
'sound of words, My little nonsense rhymes leave him squealing in
delight.

Seems Dippydom is experiencing a baby boom. Must be all the
baby pictures +'ve been publishing. Dave Carter wrote: "Guess
who will be a daddy in June of 83%7%?" (I don't know. Do I get
three guesses?) Then Rob Iowes says, "Just as your life and
Ann's have been full of changes lately so has mine and my
wife's Kathy. We are expecting our first chi&ld in March. The
doctor +thought it might be twins but good ole munltra socund
says just one. (Sigh of relief mixed with disappointment--both

in small batches. )"

Congratulations you two. I guess Dave will be replacing the
pictures of naked ladies in SLEEPLESS KNIGH®ES with pictures of
diapered wee ones? (He'll have to c¢mange the spelling of
"knights" as well.) We managed to get a picture of Christopher
when he was still in the womb, thanks to ultra sound. 1t also
confirmed what we knew all along—that he was a boy. So we had
his name picked out before he was born, Anyhow, hope both of
you are planning to take part in the delivery. The doctor
offered to let me cut the cord, but by that time I was so
shaky, I didn't think I could manage.) One of those all-time

kEli,c_rhs not to be missed, J
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I get lots of notes about Ann, like this from Pete Gaughan:
"Congrats on finally making SNAFU! a team effort (although I
k¥now Ann has worked just as hard in the past, now she gets some
credit, eh?)" From Tom Hanlon: "Your wife writes a great
column; are you sure she's not the one in charge of SNAFG!?Y
From John Davies: "Ann, I sure enjoyed your column. Hope you can
become a steedy feature in SNAFU!" 1Inge Davis: "1 was especially
interested in the article Ann wrote.,...lt was so good. I feel
that I know you a little, Ann, and 1 hope you'll write again in
Ron's zine. Many of us Diplomacy wives would enjoy that,"

You know, it's occured to me that there ought to be an associa-
tion for Diplomacy wives., 1 often get things like, "You're lucky,
‘my wife hates Diplomacy." What they should do is get together
to put out 2 newsletter on how to deal with things like husbands
who head stralight for the mail before saying hello, or husbands
who toss and turn all night muttering something about whether or
not to attack Venice, about how to deal with publishing weekend
or consoling him after being stabbed. I'm surprised no one has
done this already. Do not ask Ann to do it, We've already got
one room full of Diplomacy stuff,

Scott Hansen sent that thing to the right,
along with a note: "I found a logo for youl
It's from an ad for a2 showing of some Am-
erican WWII propaganda I went to. 'Private
Snafu' wa= a cartoon shown to servicemen as
|2 morale booster...the humor was a bit more
racy than your typical TLooney Tune. I knew
you'd sppreciate it."

Thanks, I do. I'11 run him here to see how he turns out. Wish
I could see one of Private Snafu's cartoons. Never h?ard of
him before, but, I guess if it was "racy" they wouldn't have
shown it at the Saturday matinées when 1 was a young "un. (You
know, when for a nickle you got a dozen cartoons, newa regls,
a serial, and two feature films, plus a half hour gf "coming
features." Now it's a hundred times more for admission and
211 you get is one movie——which may or may not be so great.

Steve "Wiseguy" Hutton wrotes "I think the CDO should do some-
thing about GMs like you who move all the time. I mean, have
you no consideration for your players? Welcome to Ontario."

Roh TLowes goes one further: "Congratulations on your move back
to Canada."

Grumble, grumble. You realize it's all Reagan's fault. 1f he
hadn't started screwing around with interest rates forcing
countries like Québec to the verge of bankruptcy....What's the
use? They won't let me vote against him anyhow....Meanwhile, they
sure have weird stuff in Ontario. You know they've got phones
here with push-buttons that simg tunes and you don't have to

call the operator to make long distance calls? Another neat
thing is you cen just make a quick phone call when you're

hungry and a short foreign fellow will bring you food, right to
your door. I've eaten more pizza in the few weeks we've been
here than in a year in Low, Heck, I don't even have to split
wood to keep warm-——you just turn a dial on the wall. No wnder
peonle in Ontario are in such lousy shape that they have to

jog every day and pay thousands of dollars to get beaten by
kfachinery in gyms, _
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Scott Hanson again: "You into hockey at all? You must be... all
Canucks are; l'm sure you've got Christopher working out on the
ice already,; 1 personally was foolish enough to bet with Kathy
Byrne against her beloved Islanders...but the North Stars have
been doing so well, maybe 1 wasn't so stupind."

When I was eight years o0ld I used to get up at five am, tie
-LIFE magazines to my shins, and head on over to the local

arena before the sun rose. I really tried, but never did figure
out how to keep skates tied. As for the hockey, it seemed to
consist of a lot of action at the opposite end of the rink. By
the time 1'd trip, crawl, and slither my way down there, the
action would have switched ends. So, 1 gave that up as a rather
dumb pastime, As for viewing hockey, I used toget to stay up
to watch Hockey Night in Canada, but I'd always fall adleep
before the third period was over. And then they went and des—-
troyed hockey by letting in all these other teams nobody ever
heard of during the '50's. I watched it a few weeks ago, but
Johnny Bower and Maurice Richard weren't in the line—ups. They
had all these players with Swedish names instead., I have a

bet with Kathy too. My money's on the Nordiques as they seem

to have more Swedes than any other team. 9Jave Carter got so
desperate he had to pick the Canadiens. We should consolidate
all our bets. How about it Kathy?

I'm not sure what I d4id to merit this, but Charles Byrne wrote:
"You just wait, I'1ll get even. This winter will be the coldest
Canada has had for 35 years. Come about the beginning of Feb-
ruary, I'll drop you a note asking if you find it a little
brisk in the mornings,"

Only the coldest in 35 years? That's not so bad. W, O. Mitchell
fans should remember the winter of 'O6 when it was so cold that
Jack rabbits froze in the middle of the air.

Battle Stations

Expiring Subscriptions

With this issue, we have quite a few people. I twust they
will all renew before next issue as I can't afford toc send
out free issues. They are: Peter Ashley, Steve Berrigan,
Blair Cusack, Claude Gautron, John Horn, Eric Kirchner,
George Mills, Bob Olsen, Steve Spedakos, Martin Taylor, Windy
Windblad.

Next issue (28), the following expire. You lose nothing by
renewing early and saving me from having to write up these
lists. Doug Beyerlein, Gary Ferguson, Jack Jung, Wayne
Norton, Paul Rauterberg, Roy Smith, Robert Young.

Waiting for Game Starts

Six people 2re waiting for BLOWUP to begin (see page 18). It
would be nice to get this one going.

Five people are waiting for SEVEN NATIONS to begin (seg page
16)., If you live in a country not listed, please consider
it, so this one can get going tog,

Otherwise, waiting for the next regular game we have: Keith
Sesler, Dennis Duncan, and Scott Marley. Four more needed.
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Both Steve buttorn and bave Carter said they!'ds Cnnsidqr play-—
ing WOOLWORTPH, & pome with 10 powers and b players. You et
two country ossiecoments, one publically Known, the olher
secretly ovned., An interesting variant you might want to
conasider. liet me know if interested,

Dave Lincoln said he'd like to get intoe a bUUKRSE some time,
though 1 think we'll hold off on that for a while. Maybe we
can have one with the third or fourth regular pame next
offered.

Standbys
Kemove Derryl Thiliips, Tom Swid?r, Kob Lowes! and Bob O}sen. ¢
I aporeciate it when people realize they are in enough games
and warn me so they won't get put into more games than they

feel they cen deal with,

Anyone else want on or off the list?

Quiz
Buth Dennis Duncan and Scott Marley got Part A to last

monthts guiz. (I think someone else did too, but his answer
was on the same sheet as his orders and I can't find it now.)

A) Mark Twain, lucille Ball, George Bernard Shaw, and Christ-
opher Columbus were all redheads.

) You have to think a bit. The connection between the parts
is "head" or "“"top." Charles I and Louis XVI both lost their
heads., Carol Doda was the one who introduced "topless"Y" danc-
ing in San Francisco in the 1960's. She was known as the
"tonpless queen.," 1n Eligzabethan times it was the fashion
for yocung unmarried women to leave their breasts uncovered.
Good RQueen Hess was quite proud of her virginity and so went
"topless™ throughout her reign. (Her portraits were later
touched up with fleoating bits of lace over the "offending"
perts.) Hence, I was looking for "“topless royalty"—or
something along those lines, Nasty, eh?

This lesves Dennis with 1 1/2 Brownie toints, and Scott with
1. George #ills i3 still the leader, with 4, and Mark Keller
is rieht behind at 3 1/2., Ben Schilling has 3, and a large
group has 2 1/2,

This month's yuestions have something to do with the season.

A) What did the actors Reginald Owen, Alastair Sims, end
Albert Finney have in common? .

B) What did the songs, "Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer" and
"Frosty the Snowman' have in comnion? (I want a name.)

If you've comments on these, or any other rules, please don't
hesitete to write, My attitude is that it's your game. As long
as we can egree on the rules before the game begins, I don't
forsee any oproblems in: making chaneges to my houserules to
arrly to this game 2lone.

I always feel bad when players are eliminated from a game, but,
it has to happen. Uocd luck to everyone.

SEVEN NATIONS CONTINUED

S
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Parting Shot

THE CHRISTMAS STCORY

The divinity of Joshua ben Joseph, whom we know as Jesus, the
Christ, of Nazareth, is not at guestion, That is a matter of
faith, beyond the domains of argument and reascn. 1 would add
one qualifier; that is, a faith which depends on superstition
and violations of the laws of reality, as we understand them,
is a shem—faith. If one needs the "miracles" of the New Test-
ament to prop up his faith, he is reducing Jesus, whether man
or God, to the level of a second-rate magician., Similarly,
"explaining" the miraculocus in psuedo-scientific terms violates
both the miracle and science. One must remember that the
writers of the books of the New Testament were apologists, try-
ing to promote their case that, of the literally dozens of
"messiahs" during and immediately after the Roman occupation
of Jerusalem, their man was the one, If one reads the New
Testament as a political work, interesting insights can lead
one to a new understanding of the environment of Jesus. The
attempts to 1link Jesus to earlier prophets becomes contrived

at times. The description of the meeting of Jesus and John the
Baptist is clearly an attempt to convince John's followers to
join in the new movement, {(There still exists today a smsall
group claiming John as the Messiah, ) The description of Simon
Magus (the Magician) ig a crude and clumsy attack on the
Gnostics, who, at the time of writing, had a far larger foll ow-

attributed to Jesus are not really any different than the
miracles ascribed to any leader of the times. We should not let
the stylistic considerations of the men who wrote the gospels
detrect us from the message they wished to convey. If Jesus
was, indeed, divine (which he rejected emphatically on several
occasions) he would not need the tricks ascribed to him.

Some of the more outrageous affronts to human reason, and hence
to God, are based on misunderstandings of langusge., Some so-
called Christians, for example, base their faith on the "virgin

used to describe any young unmarried woman, the technical state
of her hymen having nothing to do with the term. This is true
in many other languages as well., Turned into plain modern
English, we get: a young unmarried woman told her fiancé she
was pregnant, he then called off the wedding, but changed his
mind after having a dream. His solution was to marry her, but
avoid sexual activity until after the child was born. We are
left, then, with a simple story involving an affront to family
dignity (the pre-marital pregnancy), and of s young man's
solution which allowed him to marry his girl and assauge any
guilt by foreswearing sexual intercourse until after the child
was delivered. Whether the guilt was hers, his, or both, we
shall never know—=—and it doesn't matter, Joseph's decision was
a kind of punishment to them both, entirely reasonsable given
the times,

The New Testament writers had no difficulties describing Jesus'
brothrrs, so why some modern Christians should insist that his
nother remained a virgin for the rest of her life is beyond my
understasnding. I can only assume the contrived objections to

N

ing than those who came to be known as Christians. The miracles

birth." The word "virgin" in English was, until quite recently,

_
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I avmoton of Paul's patholinogiceal
aversion to bhumnosn sexuality. it s unfortuate that tnis one
nan's neurosis sabowld have twisted Wesbtern thought for two
thousand years, but that s another subject. Needless to say,
tre pospel writers were untouched by Paul and they accepted
trat Jesus! mother was o normal heslthy female who produced

# Tanily as did sny other Jewiash woman of her time.

S50, vhat are we left with? A haby 1Is born about & HBC to a
poor newly-merrvied counle lTiving in an occcuplied state. Millions
of habiea hive been born in similar circumstances, millions
conceived before the wedding. The father was & carpenter who
apperently died hefore Jesus was matured. Little is known, a3
there is & gap in the narratives from when Jeus was about 12,
vhen his father was living, until he was 29 and began his
ministry. Did the family live for a wnile in Eegypt? FPpssible,
though unlikely. Jesus likely had some schooling from the locsal
rabhis, though it would heave been informal religious study. He
probahly never lesrned Lo read or write. There sre strong
asuggestions that Jesusg did live and study with the BEssenes,

an apocalynic group secreting arms’ in desert hidesways in
preparation for the coming of a messiah who would lead them

in armed rebellion against the RKomans to establish an earthly
paradise led by Gad,

Jesua lived st a time when apoealyptic visionaries abounded,
kome was seen as the arch-enemy oppressing God's chosen, and
revolts were common., Different groups were clamouring for the
leadership to unit the Jewish people to throw out the Romans,
Jesus did not colaim to be one of these leaders. He taught, when
at the ape of 2?9 he decided to become a wandering rabbi, how
one could survive and retain one's faith despite oppressive
gurroundings. "Turn the other cheek®: to ignore the trivial
insults. "Render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar'sY:
give them what they want, but keep the essential matters
(pride, faith, hope, etci to yourself. The material world is
not of any consequence when weighed against one's spiritual
1ife, Hold onto your faith znd don't become distracdcted by

the ocutrages in this world. Love your fellow man, because even
when they've crucified you, they don't know what they're doing.
Fity them, that they've lost their human-ness.

Cversimplified, but not: believe in me and 1I'11 cure your
diseases and lead you to worldconguest . Not: accept Jesus

and give up any need to think and to chose. Not: pray to me

and 1%'11 take you to heaven when you die, Not: accept everything
seid about me even if it violates that most sacred human
pasession: reason.,

Jesus tsught, as did others, that man is inately good. Man
sometimes loses himself, but he can always be restored to his
fuil human digrnity and capacity for compassion and love. If
we can remember that, then Jesus' death was not in vain,

G




