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A Vast Wilderness Publication
"Dlplomacy is the art of letting someone have your way."

No, the vice squad has not cauvht up with us yet, so I am still
to send this zine to you. In the Jargon this is known as "sadism."
Since you are on the receiving end, you are called "masochists.”

In a later issue perhaps we shall discuss the whole Jexual Revolu-
tion, the new meaning it has given to the term "water sports®, and
why you don't need to know how to swim to play the game. '

But for now, let's talk about Diplomacy. One of the disadvantages
of being employed is that when your employer says you will work,
you will work. May i, my next deadline, is also the day we take in-
ventory at work, so I will not be hhome if you want to change your
moves by phone. I will be home to answer the phone April 29,
Thursday from 6:00FPM to 10:00PM EST, Consider that the effective
deadline for phoned orders, Mailed orders will be received through
May 1. ‘

There are no game openings. Standbys are needed for all games.
Subbers can have a standby position for maintenance of a sub.
Players in another game may standby free. All I need is a declar-
ation that you wish to standby, and I will tell you what to do.

And now let's see what treasure awaits in..
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SAINT GEORGE SPEAKS
Over The Board...or under the table ?

Over The Board is a new ratings zine which differs
from the standard; it is designed to rate FTF games.
For thosgse interested in such a service, OTB 1is avail-
able from 1 Diplomacy Rating Service, P.0.Box 731, Lynnwood, WA
98036. The idea is that someone writes to them, and for five
dollars he receives 5 game report forms, a set of instructions,
and as long as they submit games to be rated, they will receive
the zine.

The current issue of the zine mentions some objections raised
by others in the hobby as to the basis of the rating systems used,
but they do not touch on what is potentially the biggest drawback
of the system -~ the unlimited posaibilities to cheat.

There 1s no guarantee that the person who sends in his five
dollars does so under his own name, If you wish to rank high in
the games you are rating,and wish to avoid any question of im-
propriety, simply ask to have the report forms sent to you under
an assumed name. And just to be sure, have them sent to you at
the address of a near relative or good friend who does not mind
being an accessory to fraud, However, if you want to throw cau-
tion to the winds, you are permitted to rate games in which you
have played. _ .

Since only a small percentage of people who engage in FTF play
g0 on to play postally, everyone would expect to see names in
reports of FTF games with which he is not familiar. In postal
play there ls something of a check on this in that someone must
be at an address to pick up a copy of the zine. In FTF ratings
by postal zine, there is no guarantee that of seven players, six
do not exist. Of course all seven could be imaginary, but the
jdea of this is to promote one's own rating so that would be
pointless. The thing to remember is to pick bellievable names.

If one sees that George Smith was beaten in a game, one has no
trouble believing it. On the other hand, if we see that Mary
Hatrman lost as Russia, or discover that Isaac Asimov went down
Io defeat playing France, we are entitled to be a little doubt-

ng.

And if, in spite of all these hints, you feel obligated to go out
and find six real people to play the game with you, I have one
final hint. If you lose the game simply don't submit it to be
rated. Keep trying until you win; then submit the game.

I believe ratings do a dis-service to the game. 1In the Bridge
Master Point System, if you do well in a tournament you gain
Magter Points, depending on how many other pairs you competed
against, Whlle a private game may sharpen your skill, you don't
get points for 1t. And more important, if you do poorly, you
simply don't %et goints ~~ you don't have points subtracted from
your total. n Diplomacy the reverse is true,

I don't really think we need another rating system in the hobby.
And particularly not one so open to falsification.
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EN GARDE

Yes, boys and girls. the Dragonmaster has assembled a second
group to face a monster. Saint George would like to take this
opportunity to welcome into our ranks our first player of the

female persuasion.
And now without further ado, may I present you with: The Basilisk.

Winter, 1900 The Basilisk 1976BA

Augtria-Hungarys |
rad E. Hessel, 232 West 24th Street,
New York City, NY 10011
England
Jerry Rogowski, 22405 Foxcroft Street,
Woodhaven, MI 48183
Francer _
Steve Mclendon, Box 57066,
Webster, TX 77598 .
Germany:
- AE 3 Clifford Mann II, 8 Armor Green,
S.W., Washington, D.C.20032
Italy:
Linda J. Brendlinger, 3900 Bishopmill Pl.,

dnrl‘ Upper Marlboro, MD 20870

Rusgia:
Richard S. Anderson, 345 Edythe Street,
Livermore, CA 94550

il B Turkeys
J_B& ’Ll’(_ Don Rittel, 2311 Badger Pkwy., Apt. 2,
' Madison, WI 53713

For those of you familiar with Brad Hessel's excellent zine,
Diman, be advised that this address listed above is for corres-
podence connected with this game. Inquiries or other letters
connected with Diman should use his Tarrytown address (available
upon request).

You will notice that in a burst of activity, I have obtained a
Boardman number, 1976BA, for this game. In submitting your orders
for this game please refer to the Boardman number or the House
Name, The Basilisk. For the non-monster buffs, a basilisk is a
creature hatched from the egg of a rooster by a lizard or toad.
Its breath poisoned the air and burned the vegetation. The glance
of its eye was fatal to humans.

As you may notice, the fire of literary inspiration has been
kindled among those fighting the Medusa. I hope to see the same
from this game.

"Everyone should have a copy of my House Rules, If you don't,
‘please advise me. And please do not, repeat not, call the GM
after 10¢00 pm, After that time dragons are abroad in the land,
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And just under the wire we received two more volunteers, so we
will begin the third game in this issue also.

Winter, 1900 Cyclops 197627

Augxsig:ﬂuns§£¥=
Michael Muchnik, 2520 Hyacinth Court,
Westbury, NY 11590
Englands
Chuck Doehrer, %#Satirist Press,
P.0.Box 1832, Chicago, IL 60690
France: .
art Levy, Plymouth Hill,
666 W. Germantown Rd.,
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462
Germanyi
Margaret Gemlignani,3200 NE 36th, Apt. 907
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 33308
Italy:
Kathy Gordon, 3237 Wellington Ave.,
Indianapolis, IN 46224
Russiat
Larry Bresslour, 524 Cambridge St., Apt. 3
Allston, MA 02134 :
Turkey:
Charles Spiegel, 515 York Rd. 3F
| Willow Grove, PA 19090
As you can see from the double question mark, 1 have not had
time to get a Boardman number for this game yet. Please refer to
the House Name, Cyclops, when submitting your moves. I will have
the number for you by the next issue,
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***i*********ﬂﬂ*#*******l*****************ﬁ*l*i*ﬂ**!************%***
And last, but by no means least - Medusa -

Spring, 1901 Medusa's snakes begin to.stir ! 1976R

AUSTRIA (McArdle; A VIE holds, F tri-ALB, A bud-SER
ENGLAND ( Rittel) F edi-NWG, A lvp-YOR, F lon-NTH

FRANCE (Happel) F bre-MAO, A par-GAS, A MAR-pie

GERMANY (Cohen) F kiel-HOL, A mun-RUHR, A ber-KIEL

ITALY (Stephens) F nap-ION, A. ROME-ven, A VEN-pie

RUSSIA ( Rauscher) F sev-BLA, F st.p(sc)-FiN, A mos-UKR, A WAR holds
TURKEY (Dittmar) A con-BUL, A smy-ANK, F ank-CON

" Underlined orders do not succeed. Caps denote final resting place
of the unit. Remember, I want conditional Winter builds submitted
with Fall orders. Press is on page 5.
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...1976R PRESS

Ruhr (1 May, 1901) So there really was to be war | When the call
for total mobilization had gone out last January, he had of course
enlisted, as all loyal, able-bodied young Germans had, but some-
how even through basic tralning in the infantry, Hans Rattner had
not believed that war would actually come, But here he was,
glogging his way through the mud of the Ruhr valley on his way with
the First German Infantry to - who knew where ? Rumor had it
Belgium was the destination, His brother Fritz, in the Navy,had
moved out a week before him, supposedly to Holland. Whether they'd
see action against the French, the English, nobody knew, The '
whole reason behind the war was a mystery to Hans and his fellow
soldiers. WMen had gone mad; grabbing up surrcunding territory &
countries just to get there before someone else did. It was as

it some game were being played by unseen giants for their own
amusement. All Hans knew was that hls country called, and he
obeyed,.. ‘ * ' :
The Vatican (no dateline): Pope Pompous St.Ilconoclast has placed
Finland, Livonia, Clyde, and North Africa under interdict. Any
units moving into .these areas in the next three years will be
destroyed by the hand of God |

Rome {(no dateline): "The Gnomes of Roam Skipped Merrily through
the Loma to Their Home Carrying Metaphysical Tomes", the new

hard porn film about sex with a sundial, has been playing to SRO
audiences here,. '

Venice (no dateline) "Save the canals -- send a gynecologist® is
the theme for the Chamber of Commerce's new PR campaign.

London (1 May, 1901) The realm reverberated with rumors today that
what had previously been hbelieved to be coincidental field exer-
cises among all European nations simultaneously, were, in fact,
acts of agression. The flames of rumor were fueled by Lord Bissel's
comment that “it would be indeed be ironic and Historiecally tragic
should activities geared toward military preparedness precipitate
the very evils they are meant to prevent,” The statement, rendered
upon the floor of Parliament, was but one of many pointing to the
graveness of the situation., ILord Brooke took special note of the
apparent crisis by calling upon all nations to immediately cease
military operations., ({(don't you dare)) "This unfortunate coin-
cidence may be misconstrued in some quarters as massive mobil-
ization on behalf of others," he proclaimed. "The peace of all
Europe 1is threatened.” _

- Meanwhile, English training expeditions dispatched into neigh-
boring waters were reportedly placed upon full alert. Sources
close to the hlerarchy of the English military reported that
previous plans to cease operations in English waters this coming
fall were now under reconsideration. "Our policy is one of
reaction, rather than agression,® Admiral Hansen was reported to
comment. "Desplite suggestions to the contrary, our great nation
has never been truly colonial in nature. We have always prevailed
upon a course of intervention into foreign affairs, only in the
name of civilization. Then extraction of British forces occured
when our mission was accomplished, India is a prime example."

--mOre press on page 7--
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MINSTREL'S LAY
The Moonman
Chapter IIIX

The Taxman Cometh

Seymour Jock, a strapping young Internal Revenue Agent, strode
confidently toward the cell where the banana-like purple Moonman
had been incarcerated.

“Hello, I'm Sey.."

"I know," I said. glancing toward my floating friend.

*..mour Jock." Mr. Jock swooped into the cell with aid from a
ferret-face man-in-blue. The Moonman appeared to quiver slightly
at his approach, I lifted myself from the Moonman's cot and
prepared to do battle. From_ experience, I knew that Revenue men
could be more tenacious and belligerent than an indignant unwed
mother in a paternity suit.

"Listen,"” I started, "so I wrote-off my bedroom as a business
office."

"Not you, counselor," Jock protested. "Him." Incredulously,
he motioned toward the Moonman, who, as if in response, descended
slowly to the cot. I'd had that sinking feeling myself upon
occasgion,

"What?"

"That's right." Then to the Moonman, "We have no records of
your ever having filed an income tax return." The Moonman
qulvered. I about. barfed.

"That's ridiculous ! He's an extraterrestrial being, not a
tapayerl™” :

"That's the problem," Jock snorted. "He's not a taxpayer,
We've no record of his ever paying tax. Yet he owns a space
vehicle, hires an attorney, and is being supported upon tax
dollars while staying here. Sounde like another case of being
short on forms and long on excuses, if you ask me.,"

"This is crazyl”

"Every living, thinking, breathing, rational being who partakes
of American bread must help provide the Wheat." Jock nearly
pushed hie finger through my chest in his enthusiasm.

"But. .

"The only 'but' here's going to be his."™ Jock paused for a
moment, perhaps to let his Geritol settle. "Look, counselor.

As you well know, aliens domiciled in the US of A are liable for
" tax upon their incomes, even though earned outside this country.
He's going to be in the can for four months, which makes him a
Us domiciliary.“ He turned toward the Moonman. “You could get
10-20 for this."

"Hey, walt a minute," I protested. "By your logic he'd be
subject to the alien registration laws, the selective service
system and the foreign investment tariff. That can't be right."

Jock shook his head. "As you know, it's not what's ‘right’
but what's legal that counts. But I'll give you a break," he
winked at my allien friend. "We won't tell them.”

continued on page 7
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MINSTREL'S LAY
(continued from page 6)

As Jock turned to go, I knew we'd be lucky if the CIA, FBI and
DAR weren't on our trail in a week. '

I could hear Jocl muttering as he slinked triumphantly down the-
hall: "So he wrote-off his bedroom, eh? His wife did that a year
ago, and we HAD to allow it 1™ Chuckle, chuckle,

I knew we had to go underground;

**l%*****************#***l***lﬂ*******l**%****ﬂ***************ﬁ**

+«+and more 1976R PRESS

via Paris (Spring, 1901): ...And now the words of secret agent
Alan d'Coors, exactly as he wifote them in his personal journal
75 years ago on this day.e.. o

I was quite stunned when General Gusset presented me with my
current mission. Jacques and Enri were likewise taken aback
(judging from the dazed expressions on those boyish faces). I
grin to myself whenever I remember those looks. I think I am
grinning too quickly today, laughing too quickly. I am drinking
too much cognae. Nerves, I suppose. .They will not even let me
write Mitzi to tell her that I might not return for the wine-
making this season. She has to think I am remaining in Pontivy;
reading technical manuals in the day...quaffing ale in the night.
Oh, Mitzi, Mitzi ! One day you will have this journal in your
hands...sent to you along with my watch and pipe and a short note
from the President.

General Gusset was typically gruff when he barked at us to sit
down. He looked at a paper as he spoke to us.

. "You boys have had it too easy at this spy school," he growled.
Gusset was the only man in Brittany who could say 'spy school!
and not be court-marshalled((sic)). Everyone else must say
'training camp.' "Too much wine !" he accused. "Too many women !"

"I have not drunk wine !" Enri contradicted. Jacques and I
sniggered, '

"Shut up, damn you !" the general roared. "Don't think I don't
know what pgoes on in my school 1" Realizing he had gotten off th
track, the general made an effort to sit back and calm down., I °
felt the mood congeal like cold gravy. :

"I've got gsome work for you boys," the old man said.

Gusset is never dramatic in making assignments, but slight var-
iations in the way he speaks will tell whether he is sending you
to a pienic or to your death. ' o

This time he was sending us to our deaths. -
é..Tgat was Alin d'%oors.dag...?S y§ars ag0...0N THIS DAY.

agliari, Sardinia ( 29 April, 1901 Gino Contini burst into the
®mall taberna, wildly waving a newspaper.

"Dio mio, Gino," said Isabella Tarantella, local barmaid and
favorite recreational activity of half the town. "What can be so
importante you run around at eight in the morning like a man who
put itching powder in his jockey shorts?"®

(continued on page 8)
****{***#****#G***i********#*!****ﬁ*********#************************
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As Gino gazed into the face of Isabella, watching the sweat run
down her nose, build on the wart at the tip,then drip gently onto
her dark, neatly trimmed moustache, he was overwhelmed by a sudden -
passion.

"Igsabella, mi temoro, mia cara, I love you. I crave your body."

Isabella sighed. "Doesn't everyone 7"

An hour later Isaballa propped herself up in bed on one elbow
and l1it a cigarette. "Now, Gino, tell me what was in the news-
paper that was so importante.”

From the other side of the hed came a loud snore.

What was in the newspaper ? Who's in the bar serving the cus-
tomers while Isabella is in bed serving the customers ? And who
is Neville Smoot ? More later.

!
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