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they had not yet created anything to occupy their
minds, except for the vast vacuum of the universes.
And so they warted their days in futile efforts, for .
their efforts had nothing to work upon.

Then, one of the greater gods hit upon an ;
idea., He worked fervently, and then, when he £
realized the significance of his idea, quite rev- :
erently, with the feeling of sacredness. He worked
for an unknown period of time (an unknown, lesser
god was only then in the process of inventing time)
until he was gatisfied with his work, finishing almost
- at the same time as the god creating time. He felt
it was then time to introduce his creation to all. And so, on the first
day, the great god Calhamer created diplomacy. And he saw that it ;
was good. The other gods congratulated Calhamer, and then occupied '
#heir minds, playing at it for the rest of the day. .

But one god soon became uneasy. He noticed that, with only a
small number of the gods playing, alliance patterns would form and
remain from game to game, and a god unadble to form an alliance, such aa~
himaself, was at a digstinot disadvantage. And so, on the second day,
after the demons of the underworld dbonded to form the USPS, the :
lesaer god Graustark oreated postal diplomacy. And this was also i
good. Gods throughout the heavens played this game, many forming
their own journals to lead play. From this, many worlds 'sprang up,
£%11ing the cosmos. These worlds took their shape from the substance
known as press. i

The denizens of the underworld were greatly grieved at this. Greater
and lesser gods were furmzng pacts and working well together, giving
nany gods much power, - But the demons came together to Tind a way to
prevent this. One of them, the highest evil demon came up with an
idea. And so, on the third day, the evil demon Birsan created the stab.

With the stabd, there was the coming of great chaos. - Gods stop-
ped trusting each other, and, with the great number of games being :
played, the system of organization fell into disarray. Confusion ‘
mounted, players often breaking alliances they inZended to keep. And
so, to alleviate this erisis, the god Boardman created the boardman
numbers. And things were once again good, Players know where
things belonged once again, and the flow of games became smooth,

With this smoothness of flow came the completion of many
games. DBecause of this, the gods got into great arguments over .
who the better players were. These arguments became larger and larger :
until they were rivaling diplomacy games in scope, (Une perceptive :
god saw that thess arguments could cause the fall ¢f diplomacy from favour,
g0 he came up with several ideas to decide the better players. Un the -
£ifth day, the god Walker, along with many lesser gods, created the i
rating system. And things once again came to order. The fights stopped,
and the hobby again began to grow.

With this growth came the need for something to unify all those
concerned. After a great desl of discussion, feuding, and fighting :
among the gods, an idea was settled upon. And so, on the sixth day, :
the god Buchannan created Diplomacy World.

The hobby now felt complete, and, aside from sevaral feuds, there .
was peace, S0, on the szeventh day, the gods rested, basking in their
glory. And sll was good. ‘
. But then, feeling uncomfortable with all the gocdnesgs, the demons
banﬂad.togather once more to find the great evil which could shake
the hobby to its very roots. And so, on the Eighth day, there came
the demon of “the unpronouncable name, There came:

K 4_%;:‘ :. ) .
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e o « and the whole world tremdled upon 1t§ eoming.

Volume 1, Number i _ -~ 1 April, 1977

United Mutations J ¥

This is SYA-DASTI-SYA-NASTI-SYA-DAVAK-TAV-YASKA # 1, and
it vary well may be the biggest April-Fools Joke since Orson
Welles fooled everyone by pulliing his on Holloween.

Sya-Dasti... is published once every three weaks by United
liutations. United Mutations is run by John Mirassou, Rt. 2,

Box 623AC, Morgan Hil}, Calif., 95037, Phone (408) 225.3872,

or (408) 7?9-9283@ John will be aided by Randy Chrisiopher,
15170 Columbet, San Martin, Calif., 93040, John is also

aided by me, Fester Troll, Behind the filing cabinet, North wall
of John's room, Morgan Hill. Subseriptions will be the
outrageously high price of $3.00 for 12 issues. The game fee
is also an outrageously high price of $2.57 and you®ll alsc

have to maintain a subscripiion. For wore informatgpn. see :
the section labiled game openings below. The reason for these !
high prices is that 1 am very expensive €0 maintaing and I -
charge John a great deal of blackmeil monsey for keeping nmy
mouth.shut. This entire issue is covered by the arthrocopyrite @1977
by United Mutations. The arthrocppyrite is cbtained by sending

the piecs to be arthrocopyrited +o: United Mutations, Arthrocopy
divigion, R%. 2, Box 623AC, SanBruno Ave., Morgan HEll, Calif., :
95037, and requesting permission for the arthrocopyrights

The arthrocopyright provides absolutely no protection whatever, _
however it lg very prestigious., Any articles submitied for i
publicatlon are automatically assigned an arthrocopyrite;. and g
this ie given to the author. And that brings me to the next polnte
An¥ articles submitted for publication will he welcomed with
open arme, a hearty handelzsp, a slap on the buek, and extreme
appreciation. We can®t afford to pay anything, but we would be
very thankful to you. FPlease?

GAME OPENINGS BELOW

Right now there are openings in several ganes of

regular diplomacy. The number of games being run in this zine ,
will not exceed six, unkess the future brings some great P
changes w;th itm Stendbys will also bhe apprec;atad, especiall

Bince I am for an orphan or two %o pick up. ip X%
£ Ahboh THTAbl, B4 RAL AT There nay ahse b speninge .
in a veriant of Slobbovia, with a more fantasy orientated se?tlng.~
if I ever finish designing it., Any design suggestions would

be appreciated,
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UNITED MUTATIONS HOUSE RULES 4 Anxil 1977
These rules have been stolen almost cirectly frome j
Bruce Schlickbernd?s late Poictesme. They apply to all b

- games in United Mutations zines, and are used in conjunction
with the 1971 edition of the rulebook, except where modified
for postal play. , :
1. RULINGS: The published rules of Di lomacy, 1971 edition:
will be used. Decisions of the gamesmagter (GM) will be final,
unless there has been an obvious and demonstrable arror. Errors 5
which are not detected by the M must be called o his attention ;
prior to the ny’t season’s deadline., Any error not so reported
will be allowed %o stand unless, in the opinion of the GM, l
it can be corrected without undue disruption of the game. -k
" 2 PLAYERS: Only one person may play a given country in
a given game at any one time. A player may assign permsnent or
temporary control of his centry to another person (not already
in that game) as long as the GM is notified prior to the changa.
A player must play under his own name uwnless given spesific per-
nission tc use an alias by the GM, and then such parmission
will ba given only for a valid raason,
+- ASSIGNMENT: Countries will bhe assigned by random lot.

.« SBEASONS: There are five game seasongs Spring moves, .
gummer retreats, Fall moves, Autumn retreats, end the Winter {
builds/removals. Normally, the Summer retreats will be taken with
the Fall moves and the Autumn retreats with the Winter adjuatmentsu
In an effort to speen 1p the play and promote player interest !
while reducing costs, the GM will often call for submiasion of |

.orders a ¥ with the Winter adjusimentis, Any player, however,

eall for a separation of seasons if he apec¢f%caily reguesiss

it. This is for the Winter/Spring combinailon only - the reireat :
seagons will not bs separated from their listed pattern unless
there is an extiraordinary amount of retreats. I a separation
of the Winter/Spring season is requestsd, the G will them only
print the Winter adjustments. Players may makethelr requests
for separation of seasons conditional on the Winter adjustments.
Any seasons orders may be made conﬁltlonsl on the previoua
seagons results,

5. ORDERS:¢ Orders must be written clearly and legidbly.
Inability of the GM to decipher handwriting or abbreviations will .
cause those moves to be discarded. COrders may be revised
any time prior to the deadlins, with the last date (or pesimark,
if not dated) lizted being the determining factor on which set .
is used, unless otherwise specified. In the case of identical ;
dates or missing dates, and there 1s-no distinction made as
to which set is to be used, the last zet to arrive will be used.
In the case of ties, a cointoss wili decide, All orders wmust
bs slgned, and have the game number and the country the orders
are for. No collect calls will be accepted, nor will telegrams.

'~ Sa, Support and convoy orders invelving foriegn units
must specify the owning power (ezs GERMANY: A Ruh %n) ‘Eng)ish
F Nth~-Bels AUSTRIA: F Ton (C) ITALIAN A Tun~Gre.) S
5b.A player may submit Contigency (Sealed) Orders for his !
country in any game. Such must be sealed in an envelepe on
whieh the game numbor, eountry. and blayefs nane is listed,
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rangy nrders thus used expire and must bs replaged, A player may
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deiivery o8 movaz. but the M makes no guaranies to he aome W
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majntained By
Frost Lerson o
ordere due for
3 id by om eyl
TeRs owar
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A poelo? standby players wiil s

2 regular player misses & mwovs, the

E' be asksed o submit the next .
aourntey. T the reguler géayﬁrﬁg CUGars
i raningg . the cmemmby will

anty {11 e‘xﬁ regular pl .;er\w Orta s
ke ¥ pekain Rl p&31t1¢m;m IE om
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Lountrias that ne longer have a player

hs

nf 1 s@ Ll Digovder {(CD). Thelr units will hole
in disd 2 Yhey will be disgbanded, exoant whgn

it oif wose retrant o oan anoceuplied ecenber eurcenily
g@ﬂérvi; ﬁ ﬁy LIRE a0uabry.  When 9o o more paces ale apen

to retreal, Ik
BULIL two aw :
Ble  RECHIVI

hdii et flret ﬂriur%y ir ghﬂsc are
s of reteent, 2 orandom Sile oodld wild
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e ugaed,

iolatars of ik %113 be immediztely expeiled Srem ail
ited Mutewions ganed REIE rognentiy.  Fowsver, ﬂv“gald NaY deaelv
ettt pehar Lo vhelr haapris @cncent QIEORTT DA ﬂ:%lrf U *uﬂmnhﬁ«
L DEADLINES Yy The G snall sel daailins Tor receipt
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Ver, P oBclianieUreses) .
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15, DISBANIMENTS:s Dislodged units that are not given
a specific retreat are removed from play, except under House
Rule #i1 above. A player may volmtaruy order a z-dtreating
unit to disband,
' 16, NOTATION: The follou.tng mtaticm is nsod: o
: » others succeed, Abbreviations: :
~army, -"emoves 'bo(amoka; (C) Convoyss{Sisupports, .
H-Holds(stands), /H/-unordered(holda), 7r/-dislodged, must retreat)
{this will be follnwed by retreat options) «/8/= annilgllatcd(due :
to lack of retreat optionsg)s CD~Civil Disorder, /nso/-not
gso ordered; /nsu/-no such unit, /imp/~impossible( Y}
NMR-No moves recelived, NRR-No retrsats received, mn-m
ad juntmmts received, :
17.. ABBREVIATIONS: Pmimas are abbreviatod 'by the first
tlires letters of their names, except: Nwy-Norway, Ng-ﬂozweigian ‘
Sea, NtheNorth Sea, NAt=-North Atlantic Ocean, NAf-North Africa,
Lvn-Livonia, Lvp-Liverpool, Tya= Tyrolia, Tyn-Tyrrhenian Seas
Gm- Gulf of Lyon.s Gbot-Gulf of Bothnias Helg-Helgoland Bight;
Holland., Flaysrs need not use these abbreviations as 1ong
as they are clear and unambiguous,
18. SUPPLY CENTER LISTSs - At the end of each 39.11 geason the
GM will list the supply centers of all the Powers and indioate amro
adjustments needed %o be made. The following notatjons will be
- uged: Den-a aen' reviously owned, DEN- & center gained in the )
lasgt game year; . a center lost in the last game (year. :
19, VICTORY, DRAWS, AND CONCESSIONS: A player wins when he ;

T— T

T

A ™

-

R T — SR

eontrols 18 supply centers at the end of any FAll tuyrn. In additidn, .

by unmenimous consent of all players surviving, the game may de .
concesded to a player. All surviving players may also vote = -,i
<o agree to a draw as 1ong as there is unanimous consent. A game.
will be declared s draw between all survivors if no Jo supply center
has changed hans between warring parties for three conseocutive - .
game ysars, however, the GM will continue the game if any player
submits a strategy that may reasonably be expected to dreak the i
deadlock., PFPlayers may vote any finish to a game as long as thepe
is unanimoug consent; order of finish, draw, concession, etc,

20, GM Rulingss The GM shall rule on situations not eovereda
or ambiguously or roperly covered, by these house rules and/or |
the rulebook in as am equitable fashionm as possible. '
decleions will contitute a precedant and will be consldered
an addition to these house rules. Upon distribution of these houe:
rules, it is assumed that they have been read, and will take full !
effect. Any questions regard rulings or thikse house
rules will be answered. : .

«John Mirassou o

Many thanks to Bruge Schlickbernd). who used these house
rules in Poioctesme. There is a very good chance, however, that
he*ll never even know I‘m using them.

A
1]
.
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As is qultp evudent uﬁ anyane ;11ap3ng uhrough it,"- S
Sy-Dasti-Sya~-Nagti-Sya-Davak-Tav«Yaske is an enitity of quite o
high quality and standards. To mainitdin this qualz@y & e
quality control system has been devised Ly myself after many C
paingtaking years of rescearch and experimsntation., The versatillqy
of this ommiscient system should be:guite seifwevideni, and
it's use is expected to spread qu;ekly'due to its Righ degree -
of adaptability. ;

This system will be used to rate a1l ecﬂtrlbutafaﬁplayer&/ 5
aditers of this preatigious zine on his/hers/its contributionsy ..
movés or anything else on the basis ¢f hig/hers/ite Quality, .
Efficiency, Initiative, Adapitability and Communication, S A
To use this syetem, one merely needs ta refer o the proper ;
colummn, :

To illustrate the use of this quuem, allow me 'to give
some examples. A person showing enough insight to resign
in Spring 1901, an& thus confusing the rest of ths playsrs,
the obvious goal of diplomacy, would recieve the highest
possible rating. A persom geing NME for the same reagons
-would alse show intelligence, kbwever not as much as the
previou§ player, and would thus receive the second highest
reting.” A person who would sée the gzme through to¢ the end S
would seem ‘to be somewhat dense, and vherefors receive the
rating og “Needs some improvemeni? The lowest passxhle ¢
rating is reserved for a gamesmaater iﬂ bh 8 magazlne. ior o
obvious reasons. co

There are, hawever, sxcepiions to the gfecediug, which
add to the adapitability of this syeten. The main exception ‘
is that I may rerate anyone on whatever whim 1 may have at :
the $ime. Thus, females with large, pendulous breasts may, fae |
ne apparent reason. suddenly move up. (Those of you offended
by that last line, don®t be. It was z figment of your 3mag1nat10n,
ag lg this entire zine. And since you're 1magin1ng all this,

I°m wasting my time typing this, so it ends right herao Thank youa)

- i P

1Kon1g, John.,"A Modest P roposal”  variocus plases at vaglouq times
in the hobby. Go lock for it yourself, youstupid glt,

§No offense was meant by thisg, either, Fleasge put the ax down,
Eugene.

3This is meant in no way %o be & referﬁnae B Umnagumﬁao@ S
&Aren°ﬁ footnotes fun? Ac¢tuslly, 1 hate the 1iittle buggers,
and thisg is goling ¢ ve the last one Go Llook for your fun
somewhere else, you iittle deviante.-

51 1ied.
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EXCEEDS MEETS NEEDS DOES NGT MNEET
- Far EXGEEDS MINIMUN SOME MINLMUM
REQUIREMENTS!| REQUIREMENTS | REQUIREMENTS| LMPROVEMENTS| REQUIREMENTS
Can only leap Crashes into | Cannot
Leaps tall Nleods Tuming ohory byilde | building when| recosmize
© QUALITY. buildings start to leap| PAESr attempting tof buildings at
e with a single! over tall medium cne 1ea gveggit all
K bound . buildingss with no spireg ~*°P . y
-  Is faster is as fasgt Not quite as | Would you Wounds self
- than a speed~; as 8 speed~ fast saa a believe a with bullet
HEFFLGIENCX ing bullet. ing bullet. speeding slow bullet? | when attempi~
& E bullet. é&ﬁ to shoot
eI @
e .
?v ig#gt;onger ils stronﬁif is strogﬁfg Shootgl Smells
. . than a b than a o the bull. like &
- INITIATIVE locomotives | gyoryons, bull.

: Passes
okpespszory | vater - | weterin | with brinke | vater in
N constantly. emergencies.| water. . gencles.

_ Taéks with Talks to falks Argues Loees
o God, the to with the
COMMUNICATION angles, himgelf, himself. arguement.




INTIVATE ANARCHY L i
r Two can be variaht lovers, also -

-

A year or two ago, Something known as Intimate Diplomacy .
won the award for hest variant design of the year. ;As it was ;
explained to me, %% was a very simple design, consigting of
‘two editors playing the two man variant, and publishing the
regults in ‘their sins., It seemed to me that playing this
could be boring after a while, and so 1 set about finding a
‘variant which this could be adapted to. | : ’

After a gréat desl of thinking, I came up with ths idea
of Intimate anonymity, with myself adjudicating.(If:we had a o
third person tov .adjudicate, we'd be playing three-man.) o
This wag deemed s Tailure after my opponent missed Ris first *%
three moves. H¢ later claimed inediiidy to turn his moves .in, b
but this obviocusly must have been his fault, o - |

After meveral more attempts, the ‘idea of intimgte anarchy -
was hit upon. The idea seemed feamible, and 11 that wig needed 4}
now was 2 poor, unsuspecting fool %o spring this idea on. Knowidg'
no one more foolish or unsuspecting than myeelf, 1 approachsd :
mysslf and soon had me convinced about th2z merite ofthis idea. !
Now all that was nesded was the other player. To make this
a vary intimate game, my co-editor was chogens (ATihur Chomen, .1
4o be precige.){He also goes by the mame of Randy Christopher)
He foolheartedly(new word. Look it up in your Frank aAd Heimdall's)
agreed, and the following rules were set, - ' -~%§

1, All rules for the standard diplomacy Ywo-msn variant, -
in the 1971 edition of the rulebook will be followed, except
where contradicted below. : ‘ e

2. The standard mep will be used. . f

3. Emeh of the thirty-four supply centers will have -
its name written on a piges of paper; snd thess pleces of b
paper will ‘be plaged in a hat, or some other resspilele from s
which they can be drawn. Each player will then draw three i
groups of three nsmes. The three centers inm each group will b
be the home centerz for one of the three countries belng -
played by tle drawing player. _ 3

4, Pour more centers will thenibe drawm, Standing armies
will be placed in each of the four centerss '

5: The game begins with Winter 1900 builds. .

6. Vigtory is ienty-four centers sonirolled by one player; |
or eighteen by cné specific eountry, '

7. There is no rule seven.

A game of this will row proceed on the next page or so, i
Everyone please be seated and remain gquiet. Players are
dangercus. . i

e



WAR OF CONFUSION BRGINS

CHRISTCPHER®S COUNTRIES: g

: i
MONDO 3 Spain, Hunich, Vienna |
SQWEEDANGLE; Warsaw, Denmark, Smyrna ;
PWEEDAP} Brest, London, Moscow Standing armiasﬁ
) ' Bul, Bud, ,
MIRASSQU®S COUNTRIES Par, 3tF. A
SPASTICAs Portugal, Ankara, Trisste i
ETHIL:; Liverpocl, Tunis, Sweden :
ANATHEMA: ‘Naples, Norway, Belgiuw )
WINTRR 1900 BUILDS ]
Mondo: F Spatec), A Mun, A Vie ;
Sgweedangles A War, F Den, A Smy : :
Pweedaps F Bre, F Lon. A Mos ‘
Spasticas F Por, & Ank, A 7ri h

Ethils. F Lvp, P

fun, A Swe

Anathema: F Nep, F Bwy, A Rel

Spring 1901

Mcondos A Vie-Tri,

Sqweedangles A Smy-Ank, A War-S511.
Pweedap: ¥ Bre-Mid, [ Lon-Nth. A W@;vi;n

Spastica: & Ank-Con, A Tri-Tya, §_

Ethil: F Lvp-Wal,

Anathema: F Nep-ion, & NwyeNth, & el

Fall 1901

Mondos A Mie<Hol, A @w1~Vie, I Spalee,

------

Sqwaedanéie?“ % Ank-H, A 1L»BPF, ¥ Te

Pweedap: A Savsil,

Spastica: & Con-H,

A jlun-Xie, F Spaig b}

) PUER T Bre-iid
) PWFE F Tom-Nth

2554
fage]

A gwewnem,llf*w_.ﬁf '

i YT

* Lon=H, P WMid(8Y §o Snnlsae)-Por

A Tya-Nun, ¥ Por-Spafsec)

Ethil:F Wai-Eng. A uw@wnem ¥ W%&afs} SWASTIC F Por-Spa(sc)

o e e

Anathemas P Ion-Gre, A Hoiwﬁ, »oe WVm$ka

LINNEARKXSEPERATORLI NI

ARMOTIONLY BNEARALOEBRALINSBARSUHETHINGORCTHER

There should be zome filler in this gpace. tut I can®t think of
any. .1f you gazn, pud Lt here,
The above mesg 1g conitlinved on the next page )




Supply Center Chart, Hohe ceniers vnderiiliui.

‘MONDC3s Vie, Bpa. M, KIE Even .
SQWEEDANGLE: 3¢ Smy. ¥ar, Dien, BER, ANL +2. Bullds A Smy, A War
PWEEDAPs Bre, Lofte 1ipEs SEV 4% Builds & Vos

SEASTICA: Tri. Por. S MUN, CON +1  Builds & URY
ETHILs LVp. Tun, “Swe  aven 7 .
ANATHEMA : Na'ﬁ Ml., Nwy, HOL, GRE +2, Zuilds F Rop, F el ¢

more of this farue next lasus.

And now, sinee there is a bit of spase laft, lazt we ¢
run on at the mouth for avhile. In casze youlre wondeving
what kind of khings will %e presenied in Thig. woleer no MOvs. i
Anything we cmn get ev“ nmnda on will be wplit Hopariully, !
we will get owy hends oo lods of fantesy ““‘vp&’a HIE.  HoWever,
if you do not like f"qussy fear pot. Ask fov monathiling, and
we will do our bagt o got ht te y@u1 ii *hi@ T TeU

S

are going 1o have 3 & . :
the most prolific writex we ha veg, and z deﬁ“ﬁ do sacties articles. !
Inless. of courss. they are sboui gome surh of devious behaviods
And now, wmEillrext tipe, T bid you hanoy hapbpging.

= A - ~ i W 2 ‘
And z0, the p@omyaﬁ ot tne sareh werse Fosled;, For vhe original
appearance of tus denon wasg ﬁn% as fearvome as htho dewon raally
ise And so they subsgribad, and at grow watll it was toe late. !
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