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THE TACTFUL ASSASSIN

THEFRONTPAGE

Sorry about being a little late this time. Things rather
crowded in on me. Too much work, too much health stuff,
too much spring-time [arm start up, too tittle time and then
the library phones and says that "Debt of Honor", all 766
pages of it, is in for me, but I can only have it for 2] days
because there are {37 people on the waiting list for the 23
copies that they have. Something had to give. It was TTA.

| have been re-assessing my energy orientation fatefy.
I've decided that | have to re-orient my priorities in the
near term. My community health stuif will have to be toneg
down, but not dropped. My Dip time will have to be scaled
back. So when I finish any games | will not take on any new
ones for quite a while. TTA will have to change, too. The
amount of personal writing that I put in will vary with the
amount of time that is available at the moment. The look
may be more warehousy, but that's better than a fold.

Marco and Runestone Poll ballots are enclosed, Please VOTE

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT
ISSUE:

1995/05/12

J27 M03 AD7 M1Z Ji6 J21 SOI 006 NIO DI5
GAMEOPENINGS:

Regular Diplomacy: Have 5 (Wiedermever, Gesell, Sorfleet,
Renken, O'Reilly); Need 2. BRIT SEASONS Sp&Su; Fa&kWi
Regular Diplomacy: Have 2 (Sorfleet, Wiedermeyer); Need 5.
AMERICAN SEASONS Wi&Sp; Su&Fa

Gunboat Diplomacy: Have 3; Need 4. This game will be
played WITH press. BRITISH SEASONS Sp&Su; Fa&Wi
Gunboat Diplomacy: Have 2; Need 5. This game will be
played WITH press. AMERICAN SEASONS Wi&Sp; Su&Fa
[1f no preference stated, I'll put you in the ctosest to full.|
Ninjistic Dip: Have 2 (Renken, Gesell); Need 5. AMERICAN
SEASONS; extra supports listed after FALL moves. Puzzles
will vary in type and difficulty.

LETTERBOMBS

Berry Reakea: A littie something on what you wrote about
government vs. commercialism. 1st You say that economics
is a game, with businesses as players, government as a
referee and rules that seem to write themselves. 2nd
Without government there would be anarchy and no

infrastructure, so there would be no chance for any
company to be of more than local importance.

ECY: Government was supposed to be the impartial referee
which it found difficult to be, and decided that it would
fike to play too. Business put up with that for a while, but
wants things to go back the way they were; government
writes the rules the way that business wants them wriiten,
so that it can get on with the job of making profit. The
Japanese have operated that way ali along, their government
cis just a front [or the real rulers; the zaibatsu. The other
hig warld nlavers cauldn’t anite comnets agaieet that tight
team until they threw off the sea anchors (goverament),
There wont be anarchy. Heavens, no. Just the ‘right’ rules.
Harry Asdruschak: [ do get irritated to read lines like
“you elected the Newt”. Not all of us USA citizens did. |
didn't, and many others didn't. It is true that the majority
did, but that is not the same as a blanket “you". There ig a
lot going on in the USA that | voted against or asked my
Congressmen 1o vote against. So why biame me personally?
ECY: Whoa, big guy. No insult was intended. [ apologize
for the flippancy of my comment. It was meant more along
the lines of, "The forces of business to controf the society’'s
thinking are just as strong, if not stronger, in the USA as
elsewhere. [t is little wonder that its agenda should be
espoused by those recentiy elected to govern [by a 20% to
17% margin (only 37% of those elligable actually voted)].”

NINIISTICS

Berry seems to be the only interested in sending answers to
my little brain teasers. I decided he's won so many that ['ll
send him a $20 prize and then disqualify him from any
more, other than the extra supports in Ninjistic Dip.
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the equation was X/5 - (15 + X)/60.

Twisted Titles 11
Fetal Attraction: Youngest sex appeal on record.
Tit for Tet: New La Leche League motto,
The Iiiac: Homer's hip epic.
Leaesome Move: The van didn't show up.
Walk Sefly and Carry A Big Stack: Waiter training at
House of Pancakes
Gelp Fictioa: Stories from the 7-Eleven.
Sheepless in Seattie: Little Bo Peep goes grunge.
The Lioa Bleeps Tonight: Simba and Nala finalty . ..
Silence of the Limbs: Body language forbidden.
Remembrance of Things Pest: The history of rat control
Last time | tried these, the response didn't bowl me
over. Let's try it again. ['ll print your efforts next time.
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Mooalight Mile; 1994Beb(3; SUMMER & FALL 1905
I did not report correctly Japan's move: F Seo-Pye(wc)
China (Schultz) Ret's: A Lha->Yun, A Chu-:Sze.

F Sha-Can{A) A Yun-Chw A Szes A Yun-Chu

Indo-China {Gautron) A Ass-Yem F Ben-Raa
FECS-Sha A Chus F ECS-Sha(A) A Cams F ECS-Sha
A Cal-Nep F Cey saiutes the Isiamic Navy.

Islam (Wilke) A Bom-Del A Med s A Bom-Del
Alsi-Kab A Lar-Afg FEIO-Ada
F WIO-EI0 F Ken-WIO

Japan (McKee) Ret: F Tok-Kor.  F Pek s F Pyo-Man
E Pyo({wc)-Man(d. ret->Kor,0TB) F Yel s FPek F Kor-See

Polynesia (Dousette) F CPO-Tok F KyS s F CPO-Tok
FTaisFKyS A Jak-Sem ABerH FTimH

Russia (Reynolds) F Jap-Pye(ec)
AlmpasAMan FKywsATok ATeksFKyu
FSap-NPO A CSiH AHIm-Tid ASin-Tas
AKamsALha ALbasAHinTib

A Maa s F Jap-Pyo(ec)

Press: Isl-InCh: How'd we do? Let's motor.

1sl-All: Thank you all {or your Am-Season votes. | guess
that song | keep hearing is right: The Lion sleeps tonight.
Isl-J/C: Leaving so soon? I1si-Pol: Did you get my note?
Jap-Rus: How sharper than a serpent’s tooth is a Florida
based Russian.

Rus-Chi: | was willing to work with you but you never
responded. That sealed your fate.

Rus-Jap: Ah, a victim who is fighting back. Kind of
refreashing, in a way. But soon we'll both tire of it - to
your detriment.

Phil-Eric: Jason didn't put me up to voting for a return to
Am seasons. In the issue where | got the stand-by call, |
saw the press exchange you and Jason had regarding your
decision to change to Brit style. 1 simply let you know
where |, a new player, stood. 1 always prefer Am-style, and
usually don't sign up for any game using Brit-style.
ECY-Phil: 1 knew that but couidn’'t help making the dig
about you guys both being from Florida. 1 wonder if the
Am-style season thing is in the water down there?

SUPPLY CENTRE STANDINGS FALL 1905

China(1) Chu -1

Indochina(8) Hom, Cey, Kua, Cal, Can, SHA +2
Islam(9) Hom, Pal, Cau, Ken, Bom, DEL, KAB +2
Japan(3) Kam, Pek, Seo -1
Polynesia(6) Hom, Aus, Phi, Tai +0
Russia(1t) Hom,Is1 , Mon,Pyo,Kyu,Sap, TOK, LHA +0

WE WILL PLAY WINTER & SPRING 1906 NEXT TIME

Measa *40; Tembliag Dice; 1992(B; GAME ENDS
5-WAY DRAW: A/E/F/1/R 5-0. |All others 2-3]

Austria (Glasgow) (8) ATri ASer FCon A Vie
APru  ASil AGal

England (Gaddy) (6) ASwe ANwy FBar FDen
FEngC F Bal

France {(Lewis) (10) AKie AMua ABer ARuh
FMAO FPor FMar FSpa AGas ABur

Italy (Kiein) (6) A Tyr
FNAf FWMed
Russia (Grose) (4) AStP A Mos FGoB FLiv
WE WILL PRINT GAME END STATEMENTS NEXT TIME

AVen FTun FGol
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Beggars Banguet: 1994CC: WINTER 1906

SEASONS SEPARATED ON REQUEST

My apologies; | had no order for the A Silesia and forgot to

say that it was still there [the hazards of phone orders?|.

Austria (Sorfieet) Build: AVie ABwd ATri. AKle
ARuh AMua ABoh ABul AAnk FSmy FCen

Engtand {McCabe) Ret: F MAO-OTB  Build: F Edi;
FHel FHel FBel APic ABre

France (Schultz) Remove: F Por. has A Gas A Ber

Germany (Wilke) Remove: A Ber. has F Ska
Italy (Marcinonis) Build: A Vea;
AMar FMAO FSpa(sc) FWMed FPie

Russia (Gesell) Build: F StP(nc);

AMwy ASwe AEH A Scw

-y

WE'LL PLAY SPRING 1906 NEXT TIME 1've orders for: E,G,R.

FNrg FDea FBik

M*47 cent. F-1: Come sta Lei?

Aus-World: It is with great sadness that 1 must announce
that the leader of the Russians is that most foul of
Diplomacy players, a player that holds grudges from game
to game. As all civilized players know, a game is a game,
entire of itself, isolated and uvnique. In my circle of FTF
Dip players such a person would be the first to be
eliminated until he reformed. | had hoped rumors of my
Russian friend were not true, but unfortunately they were,
I chalienge Ray to deny my charge, but I predict he will not.
I challenge the rest of you to decide if this is the type of
leader any country should have?

WE WILL PLAY SUMMER & FALL 1902 NEXT TIME

Bliaded By Rainbows; 1994CD; M*47; SPRING 1902
Austria (Morris) A Bud & A Ser s TURK A Bul-Rum
F Alb-Tri(d. re->Adr, OTB) A ViesF Alb-Tri
England {Lewis) F Lon-EagC F NeS s F Lon-EngC
ANwy s GERF Den-Swe F Nrgs A Nwy
France (Burns) F Bre-EngC  F Por-MAO
APar-Pic A Spa-Gas A Pic-Bel
Germany (Byrne) F Kie-Hel F Dea s F Kie-Hel
A Mun-Beh A Ruh-Mwa A Hel s FRE A Pic-Bel
Italy (Belfay) A Tye-Tri A Vems A Tyr-Tri
F lom s Tur A Gre-Alb
Russia (Grib) F Swe s A StP-Nwy F Sev s A Gal-Rum
AWar-Gal AStP-Nwy A Gal-Rum
Turkey (Tomlinson) A Bul-Rum A Gre-Alb
A Ank-Arm  F Con-Bla FSmy-Aeg

Press: E-GM: Just another gunboat?1?!

E-R: How fortunate to have alj the friends in the world.

E-I: The first choice is not always the best. And then what?
E-World: Does anyone know how to deal with R-T?1 or is
Nevilie Chamberiine needed?!

Piedmont: Dalia Citta del Vaticano oggi, if Papa si ¢ roto la
sua anca quando sciava sugli Alpi del Piemonte. Si dicano
che il Papa tentavaa attraversare le montagne delia Svizzera,
ma, come tutti sanno, questo ¢ una cosa impossibile,

R-A: This Basset is ready to huntl

R-T: Let's keep the peace, skinning cats is funl

R-1: I tike the way you think.

E: If it's war you want, then it's war you'll get.

F/G: The brothels of England beckon. Hope you're horny!
E: Be careful. There may be sharks in the Channel.

G: Eastward marchi
R:

R-
R..
F-
F..
F-R: A hop, skip and a jumpl
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Reck and a Hard Place: 1993 Grb32: SPRING 1905
WINTER 1905:

England: Remove: A Den

France: Build: F Mar

Germany: Remove: F Bal

Italy: Ret: F lon->Tun; Build: F Nap

Russia:  Build: F StP(nc)

Avustria (Dr. Watson) A Vie s RUS A Bud-Tri

England (Armadillo} F Nrg-Bar F NoS-Ska F Hel-NeS
FSwe-Bal A Hol-Kie AKie-Dema F EagCH

France (Spamster) F EnaC s F MAQ(NSU) F MAO s F EngC
ABur-Mea A Bers A Bur-Mun F Mar-Gol,
ABelH APicsABet FBreH(UNO)

ltaly (S. Spiff) A Tyr-Mun FTvS-Gol. FMas-lon
FTun-WMed A Ven-Pie A Tri-Vea

Russia (Hillary C.) A Nwy-Swe A Fia s A Nwy-Swe
FStP-Nwy FGeBs A Nwy-Swe A Beh-Tyr
A Bud-Tri A Gals AUS A Vie

Turkey (W. Dealer) F EMed-lema F Aeg s F EMed-lon
Flon-Adr FGre-Alb A Bul-Gre A SersFGre-Alb
Press: Hillary-Dr Watson: Thanks for the support. [ will
stand by you.

Hillary-Army: You have forced me to spend much time and
energy needed other places just to get back what is mine. |
shail take Nwy and Swe as compensation. Peace can follow.
Hillary-Spamster: Good Luck.

Hilfary-Spifly: Mun and Tri will be hard to defend.

Hillary-WD: You can have all of Italy and Tun. | may take
Tri but will give it up when you are in position. Consider
convoying to ltalian soil.

Spiff-Arm & Spammer: We could ve rumbled, but now we've
stumbled.

Spiff-All: Due to the unforseen politico-military upheaval
that is now playing itself out in the west, the 2nd Roman
Empire hereby declares a1l bets to be OFF. Negotiations
with anyone interested in forging new alliances are opened.
Spammer-Spiffer: Please find enciosed a fleet in GoL. If |
hear nothing, | will support you next turn into TyS. After
that, please submit your requests.

Spammer-Armor: Hey, we all fall prey to temptation once in
2 while, don't we. It should be obvious that your stab
failed. You may get & dot, even two, but by then Russia will
be convoying his armies into Edi. If you back off, then ail
is forgiven. My fleets will maintain a holding position
awaiting your reply.

Arm-Spam: You may serve up your plate of crow now. From
my Spring orders you C&h see that 1've correcied my errant
ways. Hope the damage was not 100 severe. Get your armies
into Germany so we can head east on our original course.
Arm-Hillary: We can't work together if you are continuing
to arm in the north with me as your only target. It could
have been good.

WE WILL PLAY SUMMER & FALL 1905 NEXT TIME

1985

;\/M

“Well, the Parkers are dead. ... You had to
encourage them to take thirds, didn't you!”
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Slipping Away; 1994ADrb32; FALL 1902
Austria: A AIb-Tri A Ser & AVies A Alb-Tri
ABuds AVie FGresTURF EMed-lon

England: F NoS-Nwy F Nrgs F NoS-Nwy
FBel-NoS A Hel s FRE A Bur-Ruh

France: A Bur-Mun A Pic-Bur A Mar-Ple
A Gas-Spa  F Spa(sc)-WMed

Germany: Ret: A Hol-Kie. A Pru-Ber A Mun-Reh
FDen-NoS AKije-Hol ASii-Mun

ltaty: A Tri-Vie(d. ret-:Ven, OTB)
F lon s AUS F Greld. ret->Adr, Apu, TyS, Tun, OTB)
ATyrs ATri-Vie FNapsFlon

Russia: A Nwy-Swe F GeB s A Nwy-Swe A Gals A War
A Wars AGal FRums TUR A Con-Bul

Turkey: F EMed-lea F Aeg s F EMed-lon
ABuwisRUSFRum A Ceas A Bul

SUPPLY CENTRE STANDINGS FALL 1902:

1984 J 2N

Austria(5) Hom, Ser, Gre +0

England(6) Hom, Bei, HOL, NWY +2

France(5) Hom, Por, Spa +0

Germany(4) Hom, Den -1 “Well, of course | did it in cold btood, you idiot!
ltaty(4)  Hom, Tun +0/1/2 I'm a reptile.”

Russia{6) Hom, Rum, SWE +1

Turkey(4) Hom, Bul +0

WE WILL PLAY WINTER & SPRING 1903 NEXT TIME
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LASTNAME FIRST NAME ADDRESS

Acheson
Andruschak
Baty
Belfay
Burns
Byrne
Davis
Dousette
Gaddy
Gaughan
Gautron

Gesell
Glasgow
Gray
Grib
Grose
Kendter
Kent
Klein
Lawrie
Lewis
Lesco
McCabe
McKee
Marcinonis
Milewski
Morris
O'Reilly
Oz08
Paulson
Peery
Power
Renken
Reynolds
Schultz
Slaminko
Sorfleet
Tomlinson
White
Wiedermeyer
Wilke
Wilson
Wilson
York

Robert §5715 - 92 Avenue

Harry C PO Box 5309

Ralph 4551 Pauling Avenue

Roger 8256 Beehive Circle

Frank Buckiey South 430A; 1276 Storrs Rd

Charles 3712 Lockwood Lane

Fred, Jr 3210-K Wheaton Way

Tony 530-A Bruton Bends

Stephen 211 [rvin Hall

Pete 1236 Detroit Avenue *7

Claude ECC Kangseo School Hwagok 3-dong 1032-17
Seoul [57-013

Chris 628 Furby Street

Stephen 32009 Pendley

Darrin NB 3274 West 15th Avenue

Raymond 2424 Penton Court

Jim 3-1313 Wellington St

Lee A 1503 Piigrim Lane

Doug 6151 Royaiton Drive

Dennis 2438 South 56th Court

Doug 61 Wharton Blvd

Jim P O Box 2222

Robert 49 Parkside Dr.

Michael V 520 Sugariand Run Drive

Brent 901 Ave. T. North

Al 324 North Clairmont Ave

Pau| 4154 Allendale Drive, Apt 2

Michael 3877 Lake Run Bivd

Philip 1520 Regents Place

Eric P.O.Box 1138

Gerry 10236 Fulton Road

Larry PO Box #620399

John 1245 Cortiandt Street

Berry van Nootenstraat 6

Phil 2896 Oak Street

Randall Lee HC 74 Box 4136

Kate 14708 56th Avenue S,

John (Bob) 3420 Albion Road

Dennis 2076 Wendy's Drive, Apt 54

Cal | Turnberry Ave.

Fred 4311 76ih Avenue

Jason 2042 Dalton Avenue

Graham 22 Magwood Court

Kevin 373 Gateford Drive

Andrew PO Box 2307

CITY STATE.CODE
Edmonton, AB, TSR 5C5
Torrance, CA, 90510-5309
San Diego, CA, 92122
Liverpool, NY. 13090
Storrs, CT, 06269
Annandale, VA, 22003
Elficot City, MD, 21043
Richardson, TX, 75081
University Park, PA, 16802
Concord, CA, 94520-365!
Kangseo-gu
Republic of Korea

Winnipeg, MB, R3B 2W2
Willowick, OH, 44095
Yancouver, BC, V6K 3A9
Deltona, FL, 32725%
Ottawa, ON, K1Y 3Bl
Quakertown, PA, 18951
Dallas, TX, 75230

Cicero, IL, 60650-2720
Winnipeg, MB, R2Y 059
SEPA, PA. 19399
Brampton, ON, L6Y 2H|
Sterfing, VA, 20164-1176
Saskatoon, SK. S7L 3B9
Springfield, OH, 45503-4845
Cincinnati, OH, 45209-1439
Stow, OH, 44224

Yictoria, BC, Y85 1Y4
Granite Falls, WA, 98252
Edmonton, AB, T6A 3T6

San Diego. CA, 92162
Houston, TX, 77008

7981 DG Diever, the Netherlands
Sarasota, FL, 34237
Maver, AZ, 86333-9504
Tukwila, WA, 98168

Ottawa, ON, K1V 8W3
Cotumbus, OH, 43220-2420
Toronto, ON, M6N (P6
Ed.aonton, AB, T6D 2H7
Deltona, FL, 32725

Toronto, ON, M6S 2M5
Ballwin, MO, 63021-8345
Universal City, TX, 78148-1307

The Tactful Assassin is a newsletter dedicated to fun and the Diplomacy hobby published by:

FAX: 604-542-6076

Eric C Young
4784 Stepney Road, RR *2, C2
Armstrong, BC, YOE 1B0
CANADA
604-546-6943

Internet: eyoungecin.etc.bc.ca

Subscription rates: $7.50 (CDN or US)/yr.
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The 1995 Runestone Poll

ZINE POLL

You may rate any amateur postal or e-mail zine that you've read enough of to rate fairly. This
means you've seen (or would have seen if not for delays) at least two issues since July 1, 1994.
Only North American zines are eligible, but anyone may vote. Rate each zine from 0 (the
worst) to 10 (the best)—no fractions, please. Do not rate your own zine. Blanks are for zines
I forgot to list. Do not vote for me or my publications.

Absolute!

The Abyssinian Prince
Against the Odds
Akrasia

Alpha & Omega
American Diplomacy
Appalachian General
Aren’t You the Guy. ..
The Armchair Diplomat
Bark of the Dawg
Batyville Gazette
Beleaguered

Blut und Eisen

Boast,

Boris the Spider

Call Me President

The Canadian Diplomat
Carolina Cmd & Cmntry
CDD Medical Journal
Cheesecake

Cogniscienti
Costaguana

Crimson Sky
Diplodocus

Diplomacy World
Diplomag

The Diplomatic Pouch
Dippy

The Eccentric Diplomat
Electric Trains
Empire

The Encounter
Everything

Foolhardy

The Gamer’s Zine
iGOLt

Graustark

Hoodwink

1 Still Live

Imaginary Friend
Lemon Curry

Lime House

Making Love in a Canoe
Maniac’s Paradise
Meet George Jetson
Metamorphosis
Niccolo

Northern Flame
off-the-shelf

Orphan Son

The Peery Dipl Letter
Perelandra

GM POLL

Pontevedria

The Prince

Protozoan

Rails by Mail

Rambling WAY
Ramblings by Moonlight
Rebel

River City Rwy Gazette
S.0.B.

The Sports Page
Starwood

The Strategist

Suicide Squeeze

The Swiss Observer
The Tactful Assassin
Ter-ran

War Fair

Won if by Land

Zero Sum

You may rate any GM under whom you played any postal or e-mail game since July 1, 1994
for long enough to judge him or her fairly. Only North American GMs are eligible, but anyone
may vote. List GMs alphabetically by name (not zine). Rate each GM from 0 (the worst)
to 10 (the best)—no fractions, please. GMs may not rate themselves. Do not vote for me.

ANUTIDDTICIEAMTEN
ADVERTIGEMBEN

=

For the main lists (zines, subzines, and GMs) send 64 cents. two 32 cent U.S. stamps, or an
issue of your zine in which you publish a ballot. For the Poll publication, send $5.00 or more
and check here __. Last year’s publication was 74 pages long. It contained main lists, articles,
statistical analysis, and lots more! Thanks for your donations; they really help.

SUBZINE POLL

A subzine is a regular section of a zine which is (a) edited by someone other than the zine
editor(s), or (b) edited by the zine editor(s), but devoted to a specific hobby service. Any
subzine of a North American zine is eligible. The other instructions are the same as those for
the Zine Poll.

A New Dawn
Across the Bow
And Now. . .Rev. LaBoon

Interim
Iron Mike's Subzine
It’s Good to be Right

Strategic Intelligence
The Tar Pits
Tralfaz (Blech!)

Beginner’s Luck ___ It’s Me Again ___ The Unzine Voice
The Brazilian Times __ Joe's Subzine __ Vaginal Discharge
By the Waters of Babylon ___ Male Shall. .. ___ The Voice of Sanity
ByWAY ___ Mara’s Recipe. .. _ WAYside

College Football Ratings __ Modern Diplomacy __ WAYwords

Fred’s Column Mr. Toad’s Wild Ride You're the One

The French Connection
The Genteel Debauchment
HardBop

Historical Spotlight

Imp’s Press

Octopus's Garden
Plausible Paraphernalia
Sandy’s Spotlight
Snowball Fighting
Steve’s Spot

PErrrrrrrer et

Send this ballot to Eric Brosius, 41 Hayward St., Milford, MA 01757.

Your ballot must arrive by June 30, 1995. Please vote early if you can.

Indicate one way in which you take part in the North American postal
or e-mail gaming hobby (sub to zine XXX, play in game 1995YY, etc.)

(If I can’t tell who you
are or your ballot isn't
signed, it may not be
counted!)

Signature

Print your name neatly

Check here ___ if vou do not want your name on the list of voters.

RUNESTONE POLL CONTEST

Guess the Zine Poll winner—the prize is a trave! Diplomacy board with magnetic pieces. To be
eligible you must vote in the Poll and correctly guess the winning zine; 1 will pick the contest
winner at random from the set of eligible entrants. The names of the winner and any other
eligible entrants will be published in the Poll publication.

To enter, The zine you think will win:

print your
address
neatly:




