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::2 This publication is devoted to playing diplomatic games, of which the most
popular is Diplomacy, designed by A. Cahlmer back when force was
considered the essential element of international diplomacy.Personally, I
prefer variante, but most of them have now ended.. More varimnte will
appear acmetime next vyear. My only current game opening is in Diplomacy
You can get 15 lasuens of this particular edition for ten bucks. If you
would rather sample it a few timen, this will coat you T5¢ per issue. My
addreas, if you still want it, is: '
David K. McCrumb, Route 1, Box 10, Shawesnville, VA 24162

Phone: I don"t have one yet, and beaidea, I hate the phone.
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Warships and Trouble Spots are due by 25 October 1889
Mailaed movea for all other games are due by 3 November 1989
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Notes from Mymel?

Bom*t Torget the address change.
Pavid McCrumb
Routes I, Box 10
Shawaville, YA 241862
No phone yet.

I finally finished the reviews, and here they are. If you think they

are a waste of time, aorry, but I like thenm. Next year, you may even get
mere of thewm,

I have had several people request a new Dip Game. I will relent and
open one pow rather than wait until the new year, The game Fee will be
$5.00, and I will be using European rules. In other words, Spring/Spring
Retreats will be one tucrn, and Fall/Fall Retreats/Winoter wilk be the other
turn. HWinter 1901 will be separate, but all other Fall/Winter turne will
be combined. The advantage of playing thia way is that ¥ou don't have to
conduct negotintions baned on contingencies.

Comments on Poll Tax Frowm Ruessia w/ Love Tony Prooks

Germany s suicide attack on Russia obviocumly did not work.
unfortunately for RHuasia, dJermany was actually a pawn for BEngland
throughout the whole game. Germany did not ance move to defend her

homeland from an obvious attack from England. I felt I could have
defeated Germany, but everyone else decided to get into the act against
me.

I think I did pretty good considering i had to defend against
England, Austria, Turkey, and the auicidal Qerman. It waas definitely an
interesating game, WW II repeated itaelf up tao 1944. However, 1t must be
a hollow victory for England, since ahe dido’t have any enemies. It waa
interesting, good luck to all in the next war, even Germany.



BIFCON XXIT: FOM, YRT FROSTRATING :3

This ysars DipCon was an extravaganza which tried to caover every
aspact of the bDiplomacy hobby. Varlants, computer, and Fftf gaming were
played, as well as & history test and various axhibits offered.

I didn't perticipete until Saturday morning, s¢ I missed a few
avents. Fridey afternoon, Larry Pesry hoated an open house for those who
had already arrived. In the spirit of a decathlon, they hoald a brick
toss. Matt McVeigh of Aritain won this event by causing its cancelation
after his throw. It seemas that Larry fully expected the 140 feet of hias
back yard to be large encugh, but when Matt let locse with a discus styls
throw, the brick wsailed 150 feet and landed on top of a red Firebird. I
understand that the damage was settled and Matt was not deported.

A ancond event that afternocon dealt with a scavenger hunt. Corks,
painted in the seven basic coloras, were spread in a large area. At the
command of go, players tried to pick up all the corks they could. Then
the trading begins. The object of the game was to trade with the other
players until! you got 18 corks of yaur caler, If you wmansged to get 18
corks of anather color, you could stil]l declare yourself a winner by
annouvncing a revelution had teken place and you have wseized power. Tinm
{?) won the first game, aund Matt won the second. larry saya he would
like to try thia in a pool next year. Any takern?

That svening, gaming got underway with the variant tournament. The
game Lthis year was SkinnyDip II, and the GM was Fred Davis. Steve Smith
won this event by capturing a solo win as Rusaia on Board 2, while Hohn
Cho and Erik Adenstedt {from Vienna, Austria) shared a 2-way draw as
Aumtria and Germany, respectively.

Saturday morning, DPiplowmacy started. The firat avent was the team
competition. A seven member tecam sach plays a different country on a
differant board. My team, CADm Plua Five, cénsisted of: A-David Hood
(iwt8c), E-Steve Courtemanche {(1lc), F-Mark Lew (3c})}, O-Dave McCrumb (3c),
I-¥ince Lulterbie {(IAw+Tc), R-Mike Pinkerton {1lc), and T-Tim Minnig {(4c).
We came in fifth place, but one diastinction we had was that the only
other tens to have all seven plavers survive won the conteat. The néme
of this team wes Cameron’s Californiana, even though &ll the playera weres
not from California. They wmanaged six draws between theam, and Lthe
seventh player murvived with one center. {Remember, Pon, You owe me fTor
that.}

The first round of the Individusl Tournament was that evening, and
the second round Sunday morning. I'"11l tell you the dataila of sy games
elaewhere, but for simplicity sake, 1 was eliminated twice in 1904, an
France and GQermany. Hohn Cho won this event in spectacular fashion with
an 18 center win am Turkey, and a 2-way draw as Italy. Coupled with his
2-way draw aa France in the Team Tournament and Z-way draw in the VYariant
Tournament, this was an ispresaive weekend of Diplomacy for him. Place
two through five were: Nich Beliaeff, Lance Andermson, Steve Cooley, and
Jeff McKee. Nick and Jeff were kind encugh to eliminate me in Game 2,
and I am currently allied with Lance in a pbm Cline-9 game in which we
are gfoing down hill guickly.

There were several other eventa going on during the whole weekend.
One of the most popular was a Gunboat Diplomacy tournament. I don’*t like
to play Gunboat ftf, and so I didn't participate. Bob Aube won this with
n 19 coenter win asm Italy. There wer#® three other wins, but with less

centers, These players were: Ron Cameromn (England), Steve Cocley
{(Auatrin), and Mark Lew (Germany).

A North American Diplomacy Bourd Exam was given as part of the
scoring syatem this year. It conajasted of 25 questions dealing with the
game board Bnd varicua facte concerning the pbm hobby. Edi Birsan, one
of the hobby oldtimers {(He attended DipCon I back in 1966), got 15
anawera correct to win. I didn't take it, but looking it over, I think I
would have gottem 13 correct, and possible 3-5 mare. After all, who
cares when John and Kathy Caruso'sw birthdays are?

Computeyr Diplomecy (i.e. Avalon Hill'a version) was used am another
conteast. The major problem with this was that they determined the winner
by the amount of real time that it took to reach 18 centers. This turned
it into a Lyping test. It alao helped to have played before aa the
abbreviationa are sometimesn different and the normal ayntax used in the
Pbm hobby i3 not used in this ver=jfon. There ate also some seriouva flaws
in the gams. For example, certain countries will not attack you when you
invade them until it is te late. 1 was told that Austrias can walk right
down the Italian boot before Italy reaponda. Only eight people played,
with Jeff McKee winming in 13:10. Hohn Cho took 13:40, while Eric
Newhouse tooak 16:230,

While there were champions announced in every diviesion, an extra
thia year was that an pverall champicon was declared. The various gamea



were grouped into two categories, wmajor and minor events, The mnjor
eventa included: ¥Yarianta, Team Tournament, Individual Tournament, and
Computer Diplomacy. The wminol eventa were: Gunboat, the exaas, and the
open house events. Each major event was worth 40 points, with the winner
of the event getting the 40, and those placing below that getting 39, 38,
elc, Only the two highest acores counted. The minor eventa were worth
20 pointe, with scoring decreasing from Lhe 20, with only the teop acore
counting towardse the final tally. Thia left a total of 100 posaible
paoints.

By ysing this systes, the final results were very screwy, to say the

least. The winner of DipCon XAII, with 92 points, waa Edi Birsan. 1
kuow the #di is a good player, having been eliminated by him over the
weekend, but Hohn Cho had a win snd two Z2-way drawa. Ee only camse in

aeventh! And if that wasn't bad encugh, the eighth place was captured
by Bill Gallagher who scored 33 pointe for coming in last in the computer
division, 32 points for surviving with one center in the variant game,
and 13 points for coming in next to laust io Lhe exam. He also emrned 23
unused pointa from the Team cowpetition (even though he was eliminated)
and 0.5 points from the individual games for a 4-center surviwval. There
were alsoe some queations about some of the ather top ten finishers, but I
won't go into thait now.

The Awards bangquet was very nice. It waa ap almost fTarmsl banguet,
with Chicken Kiev the main course. In addition to announcing all of the
sbove 'awards, several others were given. he Dan Miller Award for

"outstanding service to the hobby"™ waa given tao Dpug Acheson. The Rod
Walker Award Tor "literary achievement was awarded to THE GENERAL for
their special issue devoted to Diplomacy. (Een Hager, Eric Lawson, Bruce

Linaey, Rex Martin) The John Koniog Award for "best player of the year”
went to Marc Petera of the Madlads.

There were 8 Tew other awards. Best Poland {(gquickest elimination)
wert to Nick Marka (Italy aut in F03), Best Peerijavo (pnpeateat orders) to
Erik Adenstedt, Ladies Only Event Lo Cathy Ozog, and DPuck Williams Crying

Towal to Michael Geifman for walking out of his game. It was announced
in the program that there would an awards for cards, and since that was
never announced, I personnally claim it for myself. In addition tao my
geood play, I also bid and made a 7 No Trump Doubled hand during the
afterncon seasion. Sharyn anod [ then stayed up until 3:30 playing bridge
with Susan Welter and Jeff McKee.

The Hobby Meeting was held on Sunday to pick the aite for next
years DipCan. Thevre were Tour bids presented at the moeiting. Cathy Ozog
presented bids for PhreliComn (Mt. Laurel, NJ), a small gcience flictlan
conpvention, and Origina (Atlanta, GA), A huge gaming con; I presented
the bid for AtlantiCen {(Baltiwovre, MD), & Fairly large gaming con; and
David Hood presented a bid for BixieCon (Chapel Hill, NC), a small
Diplomacy only con. There then followed a8 very spirited debate over
which site was the bent. PhroliCon was eliminated early because it was
felt that they were pot really a Diplomacy convaention, and the interest
of the con adminstration waag unkoown as the sponsor of the bid, Robert
Sachs, was nolt present. AtlanktiCon received gome merious consideration
and gquite a bit of support during the discussion from the east coast
playvyers present, however I feel that it was not well enough known to the
west coaat to compete againat the other two bide. Origina, which rotates
around the country to different cities much as DipCon doea, had a Lot of
support. DinieCon wam ita hurdle, and this proved to wmuch for it to
overcome. The major reason was that David Hoeod was the only spopsaor to
actually bid for his own event. Both Cathy and I were presenting bids
for others who could not be preseat, Because of thia, David waa able ta
answer every little guestion that popped up. He alpo recognized that
COrigine was his major competitor, and pointed out the coat differential
and the type of convention each was. DixieCon won approximately BO0% of
the vote on the first bellot, which came as & big surprise to me because
of all the people that had been discussing Origins. However, upon
talking to them later, they told me that they had beaen convinced by
David's argument that a Dip only convention would draw better players,
eod give beatter games, than o con were anybody who couldn't get into
another aession might wonder in to play.

This was & vary fun weekend. Whila may Diplomacy did not go as well
aa I would bhave liked, I did wmeet & lot of people, some of whow I had
heard sbout, cthers whom I had corresponded with, and quite a few I had
never aven heard about. The level of play was the beat I have ever seen,
much to my detriment. There were seven TAG subscribers present, ao we
could have had n TAJ Team if we could have gotten it orguanized. {We wmill
have one next year!)} I am very glad that I went, and aeside from the
wecreawed up wmecoring eystem and Piedmont (wmay they reat in peace) mending
my luggage to Raleigh/Durham instead of Roanocke, I was very pleasaed with
how things went. I'"1]l see you pext year in Chapel HIill.



TRIP "B9 S

The firat question that cowmes to mind upon reading somebody elass
reminiscea about a vacation is, "Why are we being bored with thie?”
There are actually several) ressons for articles #uch as this. The beat
reason ia so I can resd this article agaln in five or ten yeara and
remasber many of the things I did. And regardlesa of what sany think,
there are people who &#n joy these articles, whether from curioaity or a
desire to glean information for one of their future vacations. And so,
thinking of thoae few pecple, 1 will give sn account of wmy recent
vacation to Califoarnia.

Our trip atarted at 5:30 am on July 27 when we left for the RHoanche
alrport. Our flight was on time, and we boarded and left with no
trouble, There was fog all the way to Charolette, NC until we were about
five winutes from the ajirport, soc this was a rather boring hop. In
Charolette, we only had time to check out the gift shop to see 1if any of
Sharyn’a book were there (None of the mirports we were in thia trip had
any mysteries except for Christie, Leoanard, and McDonald.) befores hopping
on our flight west.

Once boarding had taken place, we taxied out the runway were we sat
for 30 minutea in a long line of planea waiting ta take ofFf. ¥iaibility
was down to less than half a mile, but by the time it was our turn, woat
of the fog had burned away. The Flight weat was gorgeous. This being
the Tirat time 1 had flown in the daytime aince the Bage of aix, the
aighta overwhelmed me. I have trauble picking out highlights, The
Appalachian Mountaina were a disnppointment because my depth perception
is not very good. Crosaing the Miasiwsippl was interesting becausae we
paralleled it for about ten minntes. You could see the barge traffic
moving along it, and the size of the sandbars were aatounding for someone
who grew up along the Ohie and Kanawha Rivers. The depert was
interesting not for the desert, but for the green farms that auddenty
appesred out of nowhere. They mainly uesed circle-irrigation were a
central lotation maerves as a water source, and a pipe comes out which ia
pulled about the Field by a tractor, forming a circle. There would be
dozena of theae circlea;, with brown desert between and on each side of
them.

We had a 40 minute layover in Phoenix, and rether than worry about
having to reboard, we decided to remain on board. Twenty minutes later,
they announced over the intercom that there was a problem with the plane
and there would be a two hour layover. We got off, went to the local
gift ahop to buy postcards, and then had a very good Mexican meal in the
atrport restaurant. We eventually got back to the boarding area, and 1
checked on the plane. They said everything was fine, and it would be
leaving two hours late. We sat back to read. Half an hour later, they
suddenly announced that the flight was canceled. This had never happened

before, 80 we listened Tor the inastructlions on what to do. When they
were not forthcoming, I went up to the desk and asked. "Oh, we put
everyone on that flight onto a SouthWest Air flight an hour ago." Well,

they hadn’t, ns saveral of us found out. They made out tickets for usa,
and we eventunlly got a flight to San Diego after not making the atandby
!ist on the next two Flighta.

T liked the ScuthWeat flight the beat of all the Tlighta we took.
The attendants were friendlier and more relaxed. The plane wans
comfortable. And the view was gorgedus. I wae able to see the depth

much better in the Arizona/Californis desert, and the mountaina were
feacinating., You could see every footpath and water run as they worked
their way through and around the mountamina. San Diego did not imprsas me
on approach like Phoenix had, but it was interesting meeing how spread
out it actually was. '

S5an Diego ham a very nice airport. We were able to find our luggage
with no trouble. In fact, it had arrived three hours before we had. We
Eot our rental car, a Mercury Topanz, which is just a fancier vereion of
our Tempo. The guy that checked it out to us not only had the same
birthday as we, but also born in the same year. 1 have never met anybody
with the same day of birth before. His glorioua job of checking out
rental cars showed me that T am not doing all that badly.

Upon leaving the airport, we only got lost once when we misased a
quick turn after another quick turmn. We got that straightened ocut, and
headed to the Town and Country Hotel were DipCon was being held. We
checked in, lay down for a short nap before dinner, and didn’'t wake up
until the next morning.

One advantage to traveling west ia that you have no trouble getting
up in the morning. I was sble to read the paper before the aur came up,
a8 treat aince it doesn®t arrive at home until 7 am. We pte breakfast
econ after the closest restaurant opened, and planned our day.



The firsl trip was to Mexice. We drove part way to the border, and
caught the trolley the rest af Lthe way. It isa a very nice ayatem. The
only thing cumparable is Lhe DC subway, and this was nicer hecause iL was
above ground and you had a view. of course, the traffic probably didn*t
like it beceruse they aslways had to stop. We arrive in San Ysidro about 9
am, got 2 cold drink at the local McDonalds (Sharyn ¥ept Lrying to figure
out if that was the one were the massacre tock place in "84, but it
wasn't; that aone was demolished}, and walked acrosas the border. We
walked across at 8 alow time, and didn't have anybody te fellow Bince we
had no idea were to go. We Finally decided to take a taxi, after several
drivers insisted. We finally sgreed on B price of $2.00 Tor the trip to
down town Tiajusnna, The driver took Lhe interstate down about three
miles, circled around three ar four Limes, then came back the three miles
and let us off about four blocks from were we got in. He tried Lo say we
agreed on $3.00, but he took the 2. While he had tried tc make the trip
secm longer, we did manage to aee a little bit more of Mexico.

Tiajuanna was a depreasing place. I hated most of it. The place
waa dirty, smelly, snd everyone was a0 desperate to sell, they would drab
you off the atreet and try and steer you into their ashopas. I like
haggling over prices, but they were ridiculous. We looked at one chess
wet wWwhich the owner of the shop said he would asell for $40. Within 340
seconds, he had dropped to %35, $30, then $25 without me seying a werd.
He eventuully went to $18B, so we bought it. We mainly bought gifis
becaune there was vary little that impressed aither of us, I didp*t find
anything 1 would wani. Sharyn did buy a beautiful hand made tesble cloth
with matching napkine (which subsequently disapprcared somaplace on the
way home) and two zmall leather suitcases, but the silver and clothes did
not impreass her.

wWe then decided to head bachk. Thisg time, we aaked directions, and
were gbhle to walk. Customs was intersgting. I would like to know how
they decide whe to search when crossing the border. They made Sharyn
open al]l her baga, and they went through each of them, including her
PUCRE. Me, they asked were I lived ("Virginia™. "No, what country?”

"Upited States™. ["Stupid”, I thought.]), and let me through, eveo though
I was carrying more. We gat on the trolley, rode back t¢ the car, and
had 8 quick lunch.

Our next stop was the San Diego Zoo. Thia is were Joan Embry, the
lady on Johnny Careon who brings the aniwals, ia from, We had wanted to
set this for n long time. There was 8 lot of walking, but it was waorth
i They had animals from all over. We saw the albineg keala bear aloog
with everything else you expect Lo see in a Zoo. The plants were
capecially impresasive. They had more plants than enimala, and from all
over. they had built & raipn foreat, B8 desert (pnot hard im acuthern
Califarnia), and an attempt at grasslands. It was very imspressive.

We had diagner in the 0ld Town section of San Diego. We walked
arocound and looked firat, but it scemed like any other old settlement to
me, Elightly differenti than Virdinia, but the same anitmoaphere. We ate 8t
Cusa di Bandini, which was located in one of the older buildings, if not
the oldest still standing. We ate cuiside in the court. Thare was a
roving mariachi band, which wae very nice as long as they weren'it to
close to you {very loud). The food was differeal, but mot apectacular.

I had flounder cooked uaing a8 Mexican sauce, while Sharyn had something
with shrimp in it. (I don't really remember becauase I couldn*t taste 1t.
I am allergic to ahellfish, and all I needed to do wan get deathly sick
the first day in town.} The meal took about two hourae, but it was
enjoyable and worth going to again.

We drave back to the motel 1o rest, but decided to go see Batman in
the theatre in the mall behind uas. Thia was the First movie 1 had aeen
in over two years, and it was not the Batman I remembered from my
childhgad. It was better, much more realistic, The thing I would have
like to see more of would of been how he developed hias "toye’.

Saturday apnd Sunday I apent playiag Dip. Sharyn had a lecture anpd
avtogruphing in 01ld Town on Saturday, were over 100 people showed up.
Sunday, she got a tour of the rest of San Diego from mome af her Fans,
and then we played cardms most of the night. Monday wmorning, we packed up
the car and headeéd to Los Angeles.

Southern California must ba the moat depressing eres in the united
Statea. Our trip north was boring. There werae low hills all arocund, and
aend ws far as you could mee. Occasionally, you could glimpse the
Pacitic tua the weat, and some military bhelicopters flew over a couple of
times, but that was abouit it. We were waved through their checkiag
station oo the interatate, mso we didn't get to flnd out what they were
leoking for {contaminated Ffruit, illegml aliecne, terrorista?). After
driving about six days, we finully arrived in Lus Angeles.



What can I aay about Los Angelen. It is the most disgusting city 1
have evar been in. Of course, I haven't been tc New York in 15 ¥earm,
but LA was worxe than DC. The drivere were raving lunatics. The
pedestriane were either stupid or had a death wish, And the air, well, I
can*t remember the last time I could see what I wam breathing.

We zpent momlt of our time on Venice Beach. For those not familiar
with this area, in the opening credits of "Hunter” when you see the girla
roller shating, that ism Venice Beach, We stayed with the weman who owned
the bookatore were Sharyn was autographing. A beautiful little {and 1
mean little) cottage, sitting on a postage stamp aix housea from the
besch. Worth in the neighborhood of 3$600,000. The houvse acroas the
alley wan being ecld for $950,000, but then it was a three mtory mansion
on a postage stamp.

The beach was bewautiful. Pure white sand, tall palm tress, clear
akiesn, and sparkling water, O0f course, the water was so contaminated
that }t was recowmended you don"t awim in it. And after dark, you don't
fo out walking bacause of the gangs. We had looked forward to a nice
moonlight walk on the beach, but s row of public phoness waa only B couple
of blocks away, and that was were the drug dealars would hang out waiting
for calls about buya. The day was nice, though. We walked along the
beach several times. There were souvenir atalla, musiciapa, and all
mannetr of other kooks out. We bought sowme souvenir T-shirts, soaked up
the sun, watched the guys llfting welghta at Muscle Beach, and enjoyed
ourselvesn,

Terry, the lady we were staying with, took us ocut teo dinner that
night, It wan one of the local "hat spota™ that mot everybody knows
about yet. T just about died when I saw the prices. Evidently, Terry
saw how I reacted because ahe quickly msaid that the bookstore waa paying
for dinner, no we could eat what we wanted. I had salmon, and while it
was good, it certain]ly wazn®t worth what she paid. And the service was
terrible. The waiter acted like it was "our pleasure™ that he bothered
te aerve us. And the idiot Jjust couldn'"t get it through his head why I
wanted to know if there was shrimp in the ssuce they used. We ate our
meal while trying to talk over the neoise. I can't remember ever being in
such a loud restaurant, even the dinning halls at school weren’t that
bad, We did see GQregory Hines, who was also there that evening. But
overall, I was unimpreassed.

The next day we went to Universal Studios. T had not realized what
it was, and so weas not thrilled about going, but I had a great time, and
wes glad we went. We say many different thingsa, some of which I found
truly amazing.

The Tirst thing we did was sit in on B simulated taping of Star
Trek, They tockh mowme people from the audlience, draased thes up, and had
them do a few scenes while they taped it. They then played it back,
inserting some scenes from the Star Trek movies with Klrk end Spock. The
acting was not great, but the idea wns interesating.

We saw a production of the "Castle Qreyakull™ characters, whatever
their names are. It was very good. Their curtsin was falling water and
the mpecial effects were very well done. The dragen was great, though
the warrior hero got a little cloae the laast time it breathed fire and
got hia hair ainged. The hand-to-hand fighting was overplayed, but
aince it was mainly for children, I wasn't surprised. The children,
eapecially Spencer, would have loved it.

The tram tonr very informative. The thing that impressed me the
moat wasn the alze of the se=ta. "McHale's Navy™, for thoese of you who
remember it, used a pond about the mizre of the Capital Reflecting Pool in
DC for the whole Pacific Ocean. "Jaws" was filmed an & larger pond, but
not by much. This malasc had Cabot’'s Cove built along 1t. “"The Chicken
Ranch™, which sat ocut in the middle of a huge field in “"The Heast Little
Whorehcuse in Texns™, had only 10 yarde of clear space around it. And
Tarzan'a Jjungle ronsisted of a dozen trees. How they made such small
spaces appear so big is beyond me.

We gobt to see a live taping of a show. It was "American
Gladiaters”, which you might have seen of TY this fall. We sat in on
only one aegment, the aemifinala of the attack section. This dealt with
the player attacking = strong point, trying to hit a target with various

weapons, wWhile the gladiator shoots tennis balls at thes. From the tapes
we saw, this was the most interesting part of the whoele coempetition.

One stop ahowed how they put in some of the visual effects for
movies, For =xample, when Fred Astiar dances across the walls and
ceilings, they were actually using a rotating roocm while he danced,
having the camera rotate with the room 8o it looked like he was upside
daown. 0f course, they sometimes run into problema doing this.

Everylhing in the room must be fastened down. As an example, they showed

af.
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a picture of one guy playing cards un a TV, then the guide walked into
the picture on the wall. Actually, the card player was aitting on the
wall. His chair and table were bolted there, and the carda were
magnetized to stick to the table.

Their Earthquake was interested, and scared a few people in our car.
I found it movre interesting because of Lhe engineering forceas they had to
exert to do everything they did, and then put it back in 30 seconds so
the next car could go through. O course, part of it was made of fouam,
sc that made it a bit more easier.

They had famous props sititing all around. The KITT Car from "Night
Rider™ seemed to be the most popular, but the children enjoyed the sebts
from "Honey, 1 Shrunk the Kids"™. King Keng's head was large, but looked
Juat like any aother artificial mask.

That evening, S5haryn gave her talk and autographing session in
VYenice Beach. Thia was the Firat time I had ever seen her as "the
author™. Everyone came up afterwards aamd introduced themzelves. Three
of the tunnel rats from "Beauty and the Berast™ went on for ten minutes
about how everyone on the set loved "Bimbo'a™. We wmet John Nocack(?) who
wrate the book and mcreenplay for "Born on the Fourth of July", Tom
Cruise® latest movie. There were aAlaoc a few other aemi-famuous peaple
there, but I didn't catch all their namens.

The next day, Wednesdsay, we did general tourist things. We went to
Hollywaoaod in the mornlng. We walked along the “"Walk of the Star®, went
past the Actors Guild building, and looked around Grumman’s Theatre. e
ate at a little greasy hamburger joint along the walk, one of the beat
menls we had on the tvip. We drove arcund trying Lo get a good view of
the Hollywood eign and saw & lot of the city that way. It didn't look
any different from any other city such as Alexandria, but you knew you
were in Hollywood, and that mad it seem different, somehow.

Our pnext stop was in Beverly Hilla. We got losat om the way {don't
etver let Sharyn navigate. “Oh, lock at that beautiful garden'™ *Were do
we turn?" "Who cares?® "Augh'"), but Tinally found it. Opce ugain,
noathing spectacular except for the prices along Rodeo Drive. The ptores
were definitely nicer than most stores, but not that much. Their
T-shirt store {yes, even on Rodeo Drive) was ridiculous,. The cheapest
shirt was $25.95, wuch more than the 3/$10 we paid on Venice Beach for
the same sahirta. Sharyn had to buy aomething, so she finally aettled on
a skirt. We looked in a few of their galleries, were not impressed, and
laughed at the prices. It seemed like a lot of hype over pothing to me.

By then, it was getting late, so we headed back to Venice Beach. We
packed up, said our goodbyea, and went and got a motel voom hear the
airport. The next morning, I caught wy flight esst, while Sharym took
hers to San Francieco and the rest of her book tour.

The flight was nice and boring. There were clouds the whole way. I
watched the ia-flight movie “"Major Leagues™, read for a while and slept.
I arrived in Charcvlatte with five minutes to catch my flight to Roanoke.

At least thie hop I could ses, but was unable to figure out whars we were
uotil we popped over Mill Mountain were landing at the alrport. I then
found out that they had routed wy luggage to Raleigh/Durham instead of
Roanoke, I guess the baggage clerk at LAX thought they ware the ssme.

I got a ride home, played with the children, and read until ihe
timousine finally delivered my found luggege around ] ams.

I thoroughly enjoyed this wvacation. It was my first resel cne in
over thres years. I ama looking forward to the next one already. Naw
that I have the time and money to travel, I hope to do a lot more of it.
In fact, I just found out that we can get airfares for $125 anypleace ip
the US until Becember 20. I wonder where I'11 go?
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M<q a What?

I gstarted out worrying about my computer, and ended up
worrying dabout the Fate of the world.

I write (novela, moatly) on a very big AT compuiter with two
hard diska, more memory than Einstein, and aplit-aecond reaction
Lime. For what it cost, it ought to slecp six and cook a turkey
in haelf an hour, but I muat admit, it's A acophiasticated machlna.
If you don"t like the order of your paragraphs, you can type in
a command and switch them around; 1if you don’t like B word you
Jjust used, you can push "Thesaurus™ and it will suggest scome
other words you could try. After you finish wrlting your piece,
you push “"Contrel 2" and it will check the smpelling of all your
words,., Xf it thinks it kpowa the word you meant, it will offer a
suggested correction, like "to" if you accidentally typed in
Hnt'ﬂ

It'"s only a machine. It dosessn’t know all the worda that I
know, especially proper namea. It queations "Sara™ and "Boucher”
apd “Spencer.™ It even sisses some ordinary words tham any child
would know, like "ada™ and "uncalled.” That’'am okay. I know that
muchines cannot coentain all the millions of words we have in our
language, imcluding the ones wa've borrowed from cather folks,
like "safari,”™ and "igloo,”™ and "Ninja." I can accept that.

I worry about the words it does know.

I was working aon an short story for teenagers, and for
detail I mestioconed a thraash metal group called "Megadeth.”

They give themsalves odd names, these rock bands. When I finishsd
a few pages, [ spell-checked the taxt, and sure encugh the
machine flagged "Megadeth.™ Fine; ¥ didn't expect it to know

rock groupa. But inatead of just =topping at the word, it

offered an alternative. "Megadeath,™ it flashed on my acreen.

MNo, I thought impatiently, as I pushed the leave-it-alons
key. I meant Megadeth the heavy metal band, not Megndcath: that
means...I froze.

Megadeath means "one million deaths; used as a unit in
atomic warfare.* Why does my wmachine know that word? Why does .
that word exiat? Why are we thinking uwp terms like that, and why
would a computer that doean't koow "ada™ koow about “meagedeath?"

I get the same uneasy feeling about the Tact ithat there is
a whoale genre of fiction called "post-holocauat literature,”
which is defined as storiea that take place after a puclear war
has ravaged the plapet. Harlan £lliscn’s ™A Boy aod Hia Dog" ia
a famous example; so is “A Canticle for Leibowitz.” There's not
Just one story based on that jidea, wind you; thare is & whols
iype of fiction with that one thame.

I think I'm afrald that subconaclously we have all accepted
the fact that it is going to happen. And T don't want us to blow
up the world, and T don't want us to create a vocabulary that
can be used anly for that situation. When books, and filmsa, asd
aven a computer atarts treatiog the untbhlnkable soc matter—-of-Tac-
tly, I begin to be afraid. The first step townrd making something
happen is to put it ilotc words,

Sharyn McCrumsb

H,C=CH

HC

HLC

L] jﬂl
éHﬁJIDH H,CO0H

HFMF



PLATING TEE GAME

Theres ism not 8 lot to write about concerning my Diplomacy during
DipCon XXII. I don't khnow what the problem was, but I den't think it
was the diplowmacy as I negotiated exactly as I did at DixieCon, I do
know that my name was well konown, am o couple of playera told se other
playera had tried tc met up alliances based on this. Since I was &an
outsider, this may have affected me a little more than the local top
playera, but then it doesn't explain how some of the others did ok.

My firat game wan in the team tournament. Dur captalin was David
Aood, and so0 the name of the team became CADz Plua Five. I waes our
German representative. The other players in my game were Don Williams

as Auatria, Larry Cronin am England, Charlie Otte as Framce, Bob Aube aa
Italy, Eric Newhouae as Rusain, and Braoke Haasch as Turkey.

I decided to approach this gama using my normal tactic as Germany,
that is, to take out England with Franch help. Charlie was very
willing, 2hd s0 was born sy only real alliance during the whole weskend.
I managed a neutrality pack with Auatrjia and Italy, while Russia
promimed to move mouth.

Everything went ns planned during the first two years. England wans
in terribile shape, controlling only his home centers, and each of them
wom threateaed. Unfortunately, he had convinced Russia to come to hia
nid, and Eric had reaponded to the plea with a vengeance., Fart of
Larry’'s long survival was possible due to Turkeys demise in 1903, but
the main instifutor wae Larry himaselrf., He put up sauch a ferocious
defense that he was nable to alow us just enocugh until the Russisan units
arrived. It did not help him any in the lond run as he wan Tinally
eliminated in 1905, but by that time, Russia was pressing all aver.
Italy had allied with Ruasis to squeete Austria in the middle, snd was
pow preeaing my ally France. I was unable to geain any centers, n®s the
only way for our alliance to be guaranteed gaining ground always asemed
to involve me supporting Charllie. 1t was very frustrating, but it was
our only ‘hope verses the R/I onslaught.

We played 1906, hoping to pull off some type of miracle. That
miracle did not occur, and we loat & lot of territory. I then told Bob
and Charlie told Eric that we would ally with the other and support them
to a win il they didn't vote for the 2-way draw. Needleaa to say, the
draw pasased. The final supply center count was A-1 (Bon, yau owe me
for that), E-0, F-6, ¢-3, I-11,., R-13, T-0.

My next gome wasm the following morning in the individual
tourpament. Once again, I was Germany. The others were: A-Greg Ellis,
E-Nick Marks, F-Mike Finkerton, I-Steve Smith, R-Edi Pirman, T-Geoff
Richard.

While X dimlike triple alliances, T nllowed my=self to be talked
into forming cone with Mike and Nick. I was sure it would work, and for
the first year it did. Then, and ¥ have no idea why, Nick stabbed wme in
1902. 1 tumbled from 5 centers down to 2. And I continued to attack
Ruasia. Bveryone elae thought I was crazy, but I really had no choice.
I could turn on Bngland and hia superior forcea and allow Russias to
walk into wy remaining two centers, or continue againsat Russia, hoping
that T could gain something before England took =e sout.

I didn"t gmin anything against Edi, but I did manage to hold him
aff. I also managed to convince Nick that I was vital for his future

campalgn against Russi=s. He evidently sgreed, becauss not only did he
allow me to survive, he actively supported me in Barlin.

During 1904, Nick got greedy. He asked me if he could take me out
before Russia took my remnining two centers. Hating to be eliminated
(having never beep eliminated frem a tournament game before), I gaid no.,
It did no good. He came at me that apring, so prior to the fall season,
I tried to work something out with Ruesia and Italy., It failed, and I
was out in 1909, my firat elimination, after 17 games.

The gawme continued only cone more year or so, I think 1 was the
only eliminatton, but it was an B/F/I/R draw. I think this was a
mintake as any two of these four it could essily have made it a 2-way
draw after only two more years.

I weunlly deo not like pleaying two games of Biplomacy in the same
day, but my firast one was moc short, I felt ready for the second round

that svening. I drew France, a country I have always done well with.
My cpponents were: A-David Myers, E-Mick Belioeff, G-JefPff McKee, I1-Bob
Aube, R-Dave ¥illadsen, T-Tim Minning. ¥ can remembar clasmes in which

there were as many as seven Davids, but I pever anw a Diplomacy game
with more than twe, and thet a rarity.



After my first two disappocintmenta, T was ready to do good in thiws
game. ] didn't want a triple in this uafter my previous experienca, so I
had to chose between Englaud and Germany. Both gave good offers, but I
felt more comfortable with Epgland’'s offer. I had felt out Russia fTor
hie help in Scandinavia, and had gotten only a lukewarm response. I
decided to attack Germany, and would spend the firat year setting up for
it.

Thinge went as I expected, The west aaw each counlry gain two new
centers. I Jumaped the gun and made a grab for Munich, but Ttaly also
went there, and so we bounced. I 1ater found cut that thiea was
arrangaed, and Bob was not attacking Jeff, a move that Bob would later
come to regret.

After my aborted attempt at Munich, wy builde of two armies came aa
no surpriase. England's builds of fleets, and Germany’'s split were not
surprisens either. Italy built another fleet, and I got worried.
Howeveyr, I Figured I could hold off Gerwmany with the arsies and my fleet
could move around to blogk any feeble Italian attack.

The second year waasa devastating. England stabbed me as Lkard as
possible. I didn't loose any centors, but the stab went very deep. I
took it persomally, I am sorry to any, This was my third game that was
going down the tubes, and I was damned if he would get anything ocut of
it. And if I say mo myself, I put up anp admireble dafeonse.

I knew that I would eventuunlly loose things to him, and to prevent
thig, I offered my centers to Garmany. I was hoping to allow his to
Zoin them quick enough to get England worried, and 8 war bresk out
between them, allowing me to survive. I was rather nasty and vipdictive
about it, refualng to even talk to Nick over fthe table. Jeff was a bit
leery sbout my offer, but ooce I supported him into Burgundy, and then
Marseilles, he got the idea that I wam serioua.

Since I had very little diplomacy to do aside from telling Jaff how
I would support him into my centers, I had 15-20 minutes to wonder
arcund talking. I found out Bod Walker and Ken Gestier were inlereated
in playing bridge, 80 we rounded up a Tourth and began. in between
hands, I ran back to the board and arranged for Nick (much to may
despalr) and Jeff to take my four remaining centers than fall.

The game wenit on for another three years but it sventually ended
in an E/0 draw. The fipal Supply Center was: A-1, E-11, F-D, G-11, I-6,
BR-1, T-5. The draw was preordained as aocon as I capitulated. And
while 1 did give up to go play bridge, my decision was not besed on thias
alonea, As #oon es Eogland attacked me, I astarted warning the east that
E/G wes getting ready to roll. Nothing happened, unless you count their
futsing around with each osther. Warnings each aeascn went unheaded. By
1904, T felt that it was to late, and decided wmy leaving would only
hasten the inevitable. And it did. Once they saw my gquick demisa, thay
organized to try and atop Nick and Jeff, but I atill Teel that without
my fall, they would have screwed arcound even longer.

There was & very interesting psychoelogical phenomenon that I came
acroas in this game. This was what I refer to as the "Fuck the Warld, T
Want It Over” syhdrome, Once [ was stabbed, I had no interest in the
game, I have pever felt that way before, but I now underatand why some
playera sulicide cut of a game. You reach a breaking point, and
continuing any further feels like torture, It wasn't even mainly caused
by my laat game, but rather the previous two, I have been soundly
#étabbed before, but after three rotten games in 24 houra, I had had
enough. )

The Bridge that afterncon was very enjayvable. 1 was originally
partnered with Ken, while ocur opponents were Rod and a rotating fourth,
mainly Susan Welter. For the longest time, me and Susan seemsed to ba
playing every other hand, usually to Jjust undsar geme. I then got the
hand You always dream about. I had 26 points, 3 acesan, 3 kings, 2
queens, and a Jack. All I had in clubs was the gueen. Susan, who had
dealt, passed. Ken bid 3 clubse, eignifying he didn*t have 13 pointa
{not surprising since I held all but 14 of thea), but did have 7 clubs.
Rad passed, as expocted. I figured that between us, we had 8 clube, and
even if Ken hed the 7 lowest, we wouldn't locase more than b tricks, so I
decided to find ocut what he had, and bid 4 No Trump. Ken’a jaw droppad
to the table. My bid bad asked him how many aces he had, and he asaumed
I waa screwihg up. He bid 1 diawmond (1 ace, which had to be the club),
I bid 5 No Trump (how many kinge?}; 1 blamond {1 king, which had to be
the club); 7 Ko Trump. HKen put down his hand and left, evidently to
pervous to watch. I bad aome trouble ectiing transportation betweon the
bhands so that I could use Eeu's cluba, but I managed, and came away with
the hand. My finest feat of the weekend.
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We played a while londer, switching partners. Susan and I played
together, and we communicated together even beatter than Ken and 1 had.
We rollad over Xen and Rod. Sussn then left for a few minutes and John
Gault took cver for her. '

For thowe of you who remember Glen Tavlor, John Oault {1 nasaume
that thias is a psecudonyw) is the apitting imnge of Qlen. I had pnoticed
John Saturdey morning while I was eating breakfast in the hotel
reataurant, but felt uncomfortable sbhout approaching him. Over the
weekand, I noticed he had the sawme manneriswus, movements, and walk that
Glen had. Talking st the table, he sounded like Glen, and to top that,

he waw even as cocky and know-1it-all sas Glen s&ver waas. It was scary.
I could pot concentrate, making bidding miatake alfter mistake. I
eventually gave up, made my excuamers, and went berck to Lhe mote]l. T did

manage set up an evening game for after the banquet for Sharyn and
mysalf, a bit of relaxing bridge to calm the nerves.

While I didn't enjoy it msuch at the time, upon looking hack at it,
I did enjoy the Diplomacy gaming. I got my but stomped, but I had it
coming after doing sa well for ao many tournamepnts. And there is slways
next yoear. Beaides, my bridge gome made up for the lomses. Now, if I
could Juat do nAs good in everything next year.

I DIXIECON III

A Winming Perspoctive

DixieCon continued op its rise into becoming one of the top
Piplomucy Copns in North America. Not only did the sttendance improve
over the previous two years, but the geographical dietribution of the
atteandere spread. There were players from at least fiva atates,
California being the furthest traveled. The friendly atmosphere and
warm hospitality were still preosent, as wae the high caliber of play.

I approached the con this year with an entirely diffarent frame of
mind than the praviocus year. Last year I went with the full intention of
winning the whole thing. I played very well, sand managed fourth. Thism
year, I decided to have fun regardleas of how 1 finished. Surprising as
that may sound, I actumlly won the tournament. All 1 can conclude froms
this is that (it takes more than determination to win, other factors alsco
play a big part. After mll, this is the firat time I haven't had to
play sgainat Morgan Jurley., one of the beat and most consistent plavers
I hoave over had the pleasure of playing against.

I broke with treditlon right from the beginniog and agreed to play
in the first game of the tournament on Saturday morming. We actually
managed to start at 9:30, half an hour befors the tournament officially
got under way, T had paver played with any of these playars, and had
oenly ever heard of two of thesm. I drew England, the Tirst time I have
aver played it in a game of Diplomacy. (I hauve never playsd Turkey
either) 1 was very worried with the starting lineup, as Dick Warner
{Rusaia) avd Luke Pinschmitt (Carmany) were bhoth from the gawing club at
Hary Washington College in Fredericheburg. 1 had faced a similar .
combinetion two years sarlier at the firet DixieCon, and did not look
Torward to thia combimation. 1 decided the hest thing was te try and
take out Garmany bafore Russia could threaten me diresctly. Io mid of
this, T approached Pete Fuchs (France) to try and get help ve. Germany,
while getting Rernje Onklyn (Austria) and Mike Lowrsy (Turkey) to
combine aganinst Ruasia. T tried to pull Bob Odear {(Italy) into the
plot, bhut ha was the opnly one that showed po interast,

Much as ] expected, Rumaia went all out for Scandinavia, so much wso
that after W’0l, ha had F Swe plus A Fin and A 2tP threatening Nwy. 1
managed to keep Garwany in Fair check with some grant help from Pete.
The worsat problem turmed out to be Aan A/ attack oo Turkey. Thias
preventad Turkey Trom pressurinog Russia as he had promised, thersby
allowing wll the Russian atrength in the north.

The 5'02 dJdiplomacy started = tradition which was to continue
throughout the reat of the game. This was a diacusslon betweeno Rusaia
aod myself prier to talking to anybody elee. The fruits of these
discuspions were very advantagecus to both of ua. Dick wanted to
denilitarizse Scandinavia (he had threes units in or bordering on 1it,
while I hmd two plus two more only one move away). With great
trepidation, I agreed. I figured if I lost Norway, it would oot ba a
"great” loas, plua I could put my full astrength agaimat Luke. Hussim
had built an A EtF, 50 an ztteck by him would be slow mand easily
stopped. FPete was still willing to wipe out Germany ainpce he had no
Pproblema in the acuth. If things worked out, I was set ujp.



Thingas did work out. Dick pulled south, I pulled south, and we ' 135
were cocparating om chopping up Germany by F'0O2. We chopped in 03,
while Turkey fall to the A/l onalaught deapite acme Russian asupport.

The third yaar was not meworisl ss far as move go, but there was a
lot of diplomacy concernlag my two W?’03 builds. Both Dick and Fata put

a lot of pressura for builds that weres not threatening to thuemsolves. I
had no idea what to do. PFPete had been a great ally right from the
start, but Dick and I had managed to defuse a very tense sltuation. 1

finally decided to go with Pete, and built F Edi and A Lon rather than F
Loon and F Lpl. I anticipated comvoying into Norway, taking 5tP, thea

marching south, I would alasc head woeat through Germany with French
help.

Dick was Flabbargasted. »1 don’t want to fight you", was the first
thing he aald to me. And do you know, wWe worksd ocut e plap ware my

builde would sctually help ma better in an attack on Frunce than on
Hussia. Peta, knowing that my builds eignaled an anti-Rusalimn campaign,
moved everything into tha Med. I moved ¥ Nth-Eng, F Bdl-Nth, and F Ska-
Hol. That fall, I convoyed into Brest {(he couldn't atop it), toock Bal,
and supported Qermany back into Mumich. 1 consider this one of the baat
snitabe that I have ever pulled off.

I must give Pate credit. He did not Told up and die like I have
saean 8o moany other playsrs do in this situstion. He fought me tooth aod
nail. He alwo got m lokt of support. Eince Italy basically owned
Turkey, Bob gave up a few centers to Pete to prop up his floois, a very
amart move since Beb'm flesxts wers still in Turkey and he hod no home
defcnss otherwise., At this point, the game had fallen into az E/R vs.
AJF7I, with Germanpy to leave in 1905,

Both Dick and myself weore makiog slow hesdway when luanch was
called. We had a new rule this year, which I think was very impertant
for keepiong the flow of the game going. All of the surviving playera
had to not only go to lunch together, but they had to sit at tha same
- table. This did oot allow for one clique to gang up oo ocne player
during the meal break and disrupt thoe power structure. It made fTor m
more continucus gaae. I wan lwprassad with this idesa. At DipCon back
in 1986, I had a good 2-way allisnce broken up this way, nDot because of
any direct attack, but rather wa didn’t know what had bsen said {(and how
long the discussion had been) with the other side in the gams. This
game ecinded up in & 7T-way draw becauas of thias.

After fighting a couple of more years. Bernie saw that he was not
gotting anywhere, snd actuslly falling back some, Ee came to us with a
plan for a 3-way draw, He would turn omn Italy with his armies, which
would 8llow Russia fleets to entar the Maed from the easst, ond would turn
on France with hie fleeis which would give me accesa to onter the Med
from the weat. Wa agreed (of course). Prior to reading tha moves,
either Peia or Bob proposad a S-way draw. Dick vary quickly said no, to
which they answerad, "Golng for the 2-way, buh?* *actually, Dave and I
have never discusaad it," he respondad. Which was true. The Tirst draw
proposal mentioned had been by Bernie. Aftar Dick stabbed the hell out
of Berniec after Bernic stabbed Beb and Feta, we =atill waited anothor
game year Lo discuss 1it.

After this point, tha game quickly deteriorated into a major meas.
Bernie got pissed, saying we had no bhonor beceuse we had pat intandsd to
itnclude him in a 3-way draw and had stabbed him *against our word™. of
courss, whsu we (mll four of us) pointed cukt to us that this was no
worse than his atab of his former allies, he responded by seuylng that
hisa "woves had beap made to gain a better tactical aituation, and ware

not = stab.”™ Yeah, and I have some beach front rasl sstate in Ariscns
up for amlas.

We wiped out Bernie, which was & blesasing because we no longer had
to listen to him whinas. Dick then offered to support me into an 18
center win if I would help him to collect the other 16 supply centars.

I counter-offerad m 17-17 2-way drew, but he said theat I had played a
great game and dessorved the win. While I did play a good jame, I also
felt that he had to, but I wasn’t about to giva up something anm good ae
a win.

Bob mnd Pete then came up with a perfect plan te stop us. Thoy
insistsd on conducting vegotiations for the reguired 30 minutas. 80 wae
sat mround Tor ap hour, kpocking them down to Bome and Naples. It wonld
teaks another hour to wipe them out, by which time it might be to imkte to
g2t into the evening rounds. I was willimg to go for it since Dick had
beso such a good ally and 1 was not that intereated in the evening
rounds, but bDick wanited to play that evening, sc he agreed to give =me
Berlin for the win. He onded up with 14 centers, while Bob and Pate
aach had ons.



‘L*' Pick guve ma this win bacsuse he falt I daservad it, 1 4id play
good, but the situation contrallad me more than T controllad the
sltuntisn. T only demilitarized Scabndinavia bacause J couldn’t protact
it apyway. I saly atabhed one of my allias because I had nobody elee to
attack. 1 picked Fete not bhecsuse 1 felt Dick would be a better mlly,
but because [ saw & good opportunity after building for am attack on
Pick. While I was making slow prograss on forcing the Med, I really
mapaged to flood in bacauae of Berpies steb, which waa instigated by
Bick. So, from my perspective, Dick playsed the better game. Of coursse,
mow Pick has me owing him opa, se mext resar at BMlpCon he can mak ms to
return the favor if we should happss to he in the sams game.

My second gamw, on 3Sunday morning, was fTantastic. 1 did play =
great gume here, and while I should have gotten another win, some great
play by the othar players managed to hold me to a 4-way draw. 1 drew
Italy this timea, my favorite country by far. Thare wers two plavars in
this game thet I was familiar with, Mark Stagman {(iwstria) mapd Mike
donaslvas (Germany). I hud alliad with both of thease players in ths
paat with very good results. HMNark and I had managed to forcs a 4d-way
draw at PipCon in I19BE againat overwhalming odis aftar aight hours of
Play. I had a Z-way with Mike at Piniecon 2ast year in which we both
picked up best country awards. T knew I could work with both under
pruoagura situatioos.

The other players were all pew to mea though I had hesard of pome ef
tham. Juck Kiel {(France),from the Mary Washingtoe group, and Rick
Renderson {(Turkey) ware complete unkeowns. James McPonald {(England)
sscmed famjiliar, while Dan Sellers (Ruseia) bad besen on my list of
“people to play” for several years,

For some rouscoh, I went into this gama with the acle intention of
winming it. I don't kvow why, but for some resscn I wantad two wins
during this tournamsnt. (Does asybody know if this has ever happened
hefore?) I felt that I could do it, eapecially sionce 1 was playing
Itmly, but = few things had to happsm first. My mumber come priority had
to be to get rid on Mark. There was 0o way I could win 1if he wae still
around. T respectad him to smsuch. Secondly, I hed to keep Mike occupied
until I was large enough to push for thas win. And thicrdly, I had to set
up Dan for a stab as quickly as possible.

Piplomecy went very well. I asked Mark if I could move to Tyrolia
to give Germany support agaiost the KE/F slliance I had hesard sbout. He
was wary leery, mo I told hiw I wouldn't do it. Meanwhila, I was egging
Jack iwmto attacking Gormany, and while J didn't completsly convince him
to do so, he did pbot threaten me. I set up a great ullisaoce with Dan
and Rick te deatroy Austrie which meanwhile also ulloned me to saet up
ngainat Turkey.

Just as I had expected, Mark moved A Tri-Tyo. This was great
bacauae I had moved A Ven-Tri, while Rusata went A War-gal. As if that
wasbh"t great encugh, the faull season want even better. Turkey supported
me into Oreece, [ supported Russia ipto Yienna, and Austria went A Ser-
Sud attempting to block any Humpisa move into there. As A ragult, Mark
was a one cepter aftar F*ol,

Theore were several other sdvantagew that were in my favor at this
point, Rupsin had geailped three new centers, taking him to sevean. This
wade him the eearly threat, and everyone reacted as such. England allied
with Qerweny to stop Dan iz the north, and they convinced Turkey that he
alsc nended to help stem the tide from the scuth., Mark was soom to be
gone, awnd while hiw A Tyo was a nuilsance, it was eunily disposad of in
1902, My fleet in Groece was in s perfact position for wy stab of
Turkey, being able to support armies into Bul, or fleets into the
Aagoan., Plue, with Rick turning against Dan, his southern flank was
completely oxposed,

The next couple of yasars were grsat. Den was stopped in the north,
while he was elowed in the south. Picked up the majority of the
Balhanas, plus & Turkish home centear. It was at that point thet I
decidad to stab Dan. I don't know the sxact year because I didn'"t writa
down the supply center chart, but it was coe of my beat stabs ever. I
picked up two Rusaian centera, aupported Turksay into a third, while
picking up my second Turkish home center and guaranteeing the third,. It
wans at thlia point that 1 began to seriously push for the win.

Hike approached me about this time and proposed a Z-way draw, good
enough* to allow me to win the tourcament and good saough to give hi- "
respactable finish. I agreed. The deal was that I would clean up the
vsast, while he cleaned up the west. We were not to intarfere in sach
othars sphere of influence except to give token supports.

I broake thia agreemant right from the satart, even though I waa not
obvlous about it. I was mble to play off Jack's lack of experience at
this point. We arranged a bounce in the Westera Med, which we both did.
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I nlaso want F Tun—NAf, and pretended that he should Eavas gona F MALL-
NAT. He apologlzed for acrawing up, and then thst fall I supportad
mysalf into the Wastarn Med, moved F Tus-doL, and A ¥Yen-Fie. Thors was
no subtlety here. Mike finally recognized that I had every intention of
going for the win, and started using his armies, which had renatrated
deep into French territory, to prop up the Freach units, blocking me
pathway.

In the east, I had not eliminated either Rusesla or Turkey, but I
kept playing them back and forth agafioat each other. Thay remained
sbout the same, but I Nept getiing bigger. Eventuslly, Dun agreed to
aupport me to the win in exchange tor survival at his pressnt gizs of
three centers, 1 accepted, and we started to do away with Rick.

Poor Jach. He made & mistaks with hie fleet supports, allowing =me
to force the Mid-idtlantiec. Mike totally blew up,. He called Jack juat
about everything he could without using a swear word. He called it the

stupideat moves he had evar peen, and that he could mot baliave thst
Jack would abandon that good poaition for the second pluace finlah I hed
promised Jack. Jack, vieibly upset and afraid of sdaitting that he had
Just acrewed up, said that he had made those movesa to make the game more
intereating, Whatever the reason, Mike forced Jack into my camp even
though he would rather have stayed mllisd with Mike. I didn't complein,
never said that I had not offered Jack a second pluce finish, and gave
Jdnck all the aympathy I could, beaming with glee on the inside.

We tried to get to fancy, wnd mads little headway against the B/Q
blockade. Turkey was knocked down to & Bul. And I had set up perfectly
for sy final stab of France.

I convinced to England to support my F Iri-Mitl. He wam more than
willing, since it wam a direct threat to him. infortunately, [ also
told Dan that 1T was going to stab Francs. He imwmediately ran to Hike
and told him. He alsc sajd that he would stab ma that turn. That atab
by his three center powar stopped me cold. It wasn't a0 wmuch what he
did, but he gave the others hape, and they all jumped on me hard.

After thinking about it for about ten minutes, 1 Ffinally sgreesd to
a 4-—way draw of E/G/I/R. I was at 15 centers, which was ancugh to
give me the points needed to win the tournament. Morgen Gurley had
mapagad a win and a 3-way draw the preceding day, but my having those 15
centears did it.

I think I played a great game. My one mistake was in telling Dan
ay plans on anaother part of the board which did pet cencerm him. A very
Tunny thing occurred in this game. Esarly on, saybe even before we
began, somebody wea talking about stalemmte lines. I made the commant
that I had never found one that couldn’t be broken. T mumt admit, I waas
Wrong. After much thought, I discovered thmt I had a stalemate line set
up at the end of this gome eoven though nobody realized it at the time.
Mike will probably disagree, but look for yoursalf. At the snd of the
last turn (a spring season, 1 don't remember thea year), 1 would have
been at 14 centers and had the followling units: Armiea Bul, Ser, Bud,
Tri, Tyo, Ven, Pie; and Flests Spa(ac), NAf, Wes, GoL, Con, 4Aeg. 1
don’t remember all the unita for the other aide except for Rusaisn F
Eev, but it doesn’"t matter. Sev/irm waa the only place to break
through, but they nesdad an army to do it. A Plest could ba ecaaily
blocked.

I koow I went on about this quite & bit, but I had a lot of fun in
thess two games. Winniaog helpad, but I actunlly enjoyed my second game
more than my firat one. I also proved one thing wrong. ATtar my molo
win the firat day, evaryone kept talling me I would be a target thes
second day. This was not the case, rather sveryona sought me out
inataad.

What elme did I da? I played Kremlin Friday and Saturday night. I

enjoyad both games. While ] made my rum for victory in #ach game, I
fell ahort both tises. I can't remember who won Friday, but they
managed it by seandingy everyone elaes off to Siberim. Rick Dorasy won

Saturday night by havinog the most amuxing luck on health roles, getting
threa parfactly healthy Party Chiefs in office on threae consecutiva
turns. Sundey night after the official con had ended, we began a six-
Player Empire Bullder game. Just as it waa getting intercsting, most
everybody decided to quit. I was a bit upmet, but I did have to gat
home anyway, sc 1 took off.

This wam a graoat con. T think that it would be able toc host & very

good DipConsWorld DLpCon next year, and hope they get the bid. If not,
I will wmtill be back. After mll, I have been told that everyone will be

gunning after me next ysar.
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