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Qur First Issus

This is yet another of thos
somewhat strange creature known
International, which is a wholly
5005 Diane Avenue, apt. 1%, San

The odd thing about TALALYO
what it*s poing to be like. & fow
those. TaLABWO <s a Jjournal of
game reports; such gaues as 1 run are
Rather, this will devolve 10 a magazine
new games (maybe), variant hobby ne
(One of these untold things will be

Frequency? Subscription rate?
that have yet te be decided. A lot
response from the recipients ¢f this number.
will be accepted on an all-for-all basis, but
hop to offering a trade uni®il I found cut the
(ky yuess on that is gquasi-monthly.) Sub ra

issues for three dollars US, which I thinki{if
ghastly drop) is abouv 2 Sterling. Issues ad

So let me get starled on whal's
if 1t%s worth having another cne,
FIRST ARTICLE

hiller Lumbers -~ Do e Ivea Heed Th

T

In response to sone receant
respect io the Liller Humber Cust
the incumbent. I received the foll
deen, Scotland, who I believwe e
outside Lorth America (letter ox

%, ..my interest {((in variante
any way to the orpaniszaticnal aspe i

%.o.does it really matier who is the I“
liiller and Boardman numbers have always stru
plece of amateur bureauwcracy. The only amswer I have evor
answer to the question of why we have them is that they av
"ratings experts,? but I don*t regard this as a satisfnci
in my view the hobby would be well rid of rating systems

¥...The British hobby has managed perfecily well
for years and I don'i see why the American one couldn

‘-_.r
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And Stuart knows whercof he writes: Nliller
use ouiside lLiorth imerica. nover have been, and
going ~ never will he. Aud there are o novuber
America too who are either questiocning the wviilauy
ignoring them.

why? Boardman Numbers for regvlar ganes arc
even in Europe. ¥Whai’g wroag wiith Liller llunmbers
cousin? lLore to the point, can anjxcdv refute ¥:
the only reason hiller Lumbor i BpUrpo
ment, 17 frue, would obriate 2y gl
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worih anything at a
his gohorts be manipulate ; ¢

I wondere L ecan think of more rapcns than raltings for aumbering gones,
but the prime guestion remging with us evan fnen shatever the ressons. do

we need the numberst

Of e¢vurse nots They Ftotcte

that the reascn Svardman T
Liiler Kumbers have not i:

regular gamnes play d than

total is subdivided Into

biggest avguient fc* Loar

iibrarianshin; it is egmier % the
sane thing by a simple releren
=z number like 167540 is far e

third resular goie started in

the cone vhere Iialy wac playe

But with variants, where®s th

only had & few sectiocns rum

gxdeption of a ten-game Young
-

] Canzda ". i TR S C. 0
it weve, never finished), T ¢ of ;0 L¥at ae

veally ecasy to confuze.

8¢ why have lillex lLur

neople have an easier tike

:n the slaghtesi. Vho's he
s

3 2T the wvariant
ar nearﬂy nll availableo, it would
nuntering systesm Lo use in ra:zn*
egpeslally useful if all variaat ba
in this hobby that is a little toco
If yeu hadn®t already pusssed
library eanialogue numbers {(in the
Ceagress Syatems are the standard
publishers use the numbers in the
coancern to ey I, like Stusri, couldn? t ca
Eut since some pecple do care abouk
{as long as nobody is unduly incenvenienced)
Hillexr liumbers as both a library Tool and
Onz of the biggest drawbacks of the c&wreny

B

5 utterly useless and incontprehensible to anyone who iax
ar with variani ganes and isn't arned with scomingly

s 0f identifying ‘codes® and ‘designators®! and *crosgerofey
r of which exist and none ¢f wvhich are resulard

ny knowledge, the lagt full listing of all ;.12

compiled by ne, over two and a half years age.
S50 how zbout a useful system? Ul leade, conveniently snougl
- <L . : ¥ i
inte
SECOND ARTIGCLE
DaLUNG AT LGLE
¢ Propesal To Ubterly Revems
& [roposal ITc Utteriy Revemp

55

Cwing te brilliant srace
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Some long time ag
propesal to revise the [
work was promptly igRored; i
Jeremy Maiden, but that
I can*t understound why
too long ago, revising il
should require shout
required fifteen manut
ar;3ﬂ1$ will i&xQ me 32"

hg system 15 :oundv“
of Joseph Haydn compiled
that basias To reflect the
games, not string quarfa

Here is how a ‘naw-

Thzt number is in four parts

X. That's a Homan nameral.
catalogue into grovps (Eoman nun
Miller Numbers divide wariant ge
players, with *I? beinp used fo
or games that may adé players os

C. Uithin each umain group would
by large letters according to the tyne
These sub-groups would be standand 7
example, all ganmes bascd on Tollkien :
and this letter would sitand for Tolkacu
groups, Obvicusly, this ueans that no
group letters. But so what? Ii's o

kb, Within each gub-groun, cac
by an Avabic numeral. If there ars
gaue (requiring an identical number
differentiated by lower case leiters

(79F%). This is the postal designater. aznd i
2 Boardman number except for the -v¥ indicatzag
variaat,

Thus our X.Co4%b (79Fv). Ten players.
agree that shall bs), game 4, vercion b, EBeyond
have postal sections begun can have peuthl decignat
anybody who wants to Keep track of such gtuff can 2 T
designators beside the full MNiller | umbsr (= Catalogne ilumbe:
masters, if they care to use numbers at all, need ﬁnly use vho
desipgnatory the rest is wseful mainly for '"variant :
surely have all the listis they need, and for the vwariaut
will make the lists in the first place.

This sysiem would only be useful 3if Che
at least, the porld Vasriant Bank., which secous
iunchonlng now. (Is the North aAmericen V.0
conflieting rumours, and wvould like ifo kuow ¢
descriptive sygstem thanm the one we have,. Tt
tc what is now nothing more than arbitrary
any other iype of chaocu?)

ot
o
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S0 what noew? Jell, first s Aa'oﬂ- kel to agiy & th 3
Ea ) W - Thenvs oo T o 1n e o ~
rnend wa nave 1o dacide vhailt theos “ obe ¥ guggestod
4 - iy prested

igt 1p-
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the above muy be ncﬂ'ﬂ€7
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(s34} us.
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5naups i and B at a
change of beard and
¥ £ as

the number of ganmes

small and in any cas

the group will not exp
ldens?
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Postal Diplouscy Doomed 1

fl 24 L
o e S
oL GEAGIIS LI
ot + 3y /]
Ghnan engd

ot of peopl
sayiny th Avalon Hill, by selling many Diplonac
big boost in the hobby. I su
with the Simulstions Publicati]
Am the winber of ganmers was 2
found at the hobby had 20
nunber of ovponents for face-
with mulii-playver 3
Linsmaker in larger
sets, the need fox
r computer grouvups
)} Yhe hard core
the hobby (or af

t LLAL I8 &3

C
cenerally on tle Barks rTﬁuh?‘ tie fedre' of
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Getrge's prediciion mogst applies . I zhink, These preople aro
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sbliing to work with one ©

in gpite of the absence of p

also the people who, [ suspect

who want to play 1o parson -~ nGo ORAY

wargames - and thereby gradually orode
But the growp with sehi

of availabiliity of local opponenio.

by maxrl will keep Lhem thare, no dou
Then. tos. there are asme other

considered or has not yebt been able

groups; but unless eme iz affil

amven or eight tepether for the Ui
This is largely why in-person Daplomacy
nat too many years ago; wa had too much froup!
aven yhen we got it the games were zeld y:
of time required. Then theve's the waticr
obviocusly caanoi come with in-persen play:
that accompanies the games far more vhnu |
cur intaerest is 1 geviocus amalytical asiudl
auait the more verbose magesines - 1 kuzow
one, whe never look at the games untal we
And finaliy, I'd think that the ink
the multi-player game, and most oilhe: Lon-Hill o : Dns:
are generally tvo-player, cay accsunt for the lenper life of tae forumer.
In Diplomacy, a0 says ita iowenior, the big plnulizneous
movement. [ don't agreeg that’s a pure o ears him
# copyripght and noc moye The resl Orife auoup pecpis

L

with your average A-H or SPI game, i1y's oneg on fro get to dfnovewent,
&% in chess or draughts, Bul the ezpence of a good Diplomascy game is 10
wqu tn know your opponernts a8 people. lhis 1s especrally tho case if you
play repsetediy with the same bunch. Long zgo I eugpested thet Diplonmacy

wax eloser to z game of psycholegy than of war, aud T st111 belaieve this

And therefore, Lthe intervemt Jn playirnp Lhe pave <« 50 Oone can Nept mOe

and mors new paocple, and get to know the old nanmes boitey - sustains longe:
than in an ‘ordinary’ wvargame wherc the entirvety is the gamo itself,

_ Gsorge i1s probably right that the hobby will not sushroom out of sight
ar some have predicted; he's also probably right {hst N
the nomsll central group that doesa all the hobby se:
expand dramsticaliy. But I think he's dead wrobg
Femiliaeity, proliferation andfor the availability of ¢
will cause "the aeed for pwbem™ or "the need for many g
die Fway

-bi SOUrss if he i righi,ihen we hopeless addicts had beiter zoasuls

our lawysrs abhout & will fairly socon. (Mews to these taking this ifane
serteusly: I will fiolan law schood iu 1978 and pass the Ba; in Spriang
LS bie T yuou cau hold off on your willemaking uniil vhen, y v
to guote » fee.,..!

zmesnagters™ o

17311 ne happy
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he pext-to«lanst paragraph of Page Two says that the Worid Va
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Bank i1e *he only one in opecation, Or 650 1t seams. Hol so; the NOC Vari
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Bank in Great Dritain is doing well algo., . im, however, a sehi-private
Bank: formerly, one had tc eshor of the HGOC
£

-

In any case, this briegs up

ARTICLE FOUR

Sanhs

PR

AT, Srmanss

fome Comnrnts on the Siato

There are, ostensibly, four variant banlke of cote in existence,
The World Variant Bank, of course, .o going - :
malfoimposcd ‘limitg, so dis the HCEC Bank,
Bank seeuns to be in & state of on-and-ofi . wnls ;
apprised. And thea there's the gmzll but enthusiastis bank Fforsing

of all places, Australsa -~ undoubiedly that ons's intended €9 sorve
ageeds only, but they ztill have a piace in the scheme of things

The variant press ie Sull of ideas for coiupeoraliocn amcng wériznt
banks:; worldn®t iv be nice 27 this could &b Aoy

Step one, I thiank, iz to revive the A baniz,

¥edder has offered to take ii back, =nd ir
that he did virtually all of the work that
I cannot congerve of any opposition © i

‘23ll on Dave Kadlecok, who last hod i
ship it immediately back to Pick {(Deparime
Arizona, Tusson AZ 8572%). Dick will be
epay such copie, if neaded.

Ia fact, T9il make my own offer. If
#ariant bapk back to Dick, I°11 wvolunteor
26 messengar. I will, at my own cxpensgc,
ihe VYariant Bank, driwe it to Tucacn. opngd
that Dave camnci ship it for some reasosm, )

Siep two is to develop some loosc affaliation
banks ., with the idea that they will {1) ex
that they are permitied {o do by thoir oun
substantial liwitations oa this), {2} exchanse
without sonstraint, (3) act in conmecert o sec
all bat psrhaps difficult to obtain by zeuma,
materials uniformly (ef, SECULND ARTICLE, Page :

Six wesks oy so apgo, Robept Smcke sent
et people a proposal that somewhat reecembled
P think 1%°s full of gerious flavs. but the
‘s worth considering. The problem with the
that “prodlems® » are that it's Yoo selective
includad ffor the most ghestly example, i% excluldes
Yarzant Bank, and exclndes from the formulmiive Pr
% hae & proposed mat of bylaws (‘governing apgvecneni a
ntavs been a2 lawyeri) that, in my opinion. will do wmore *o oti

g " E 4 ‘,*

2

» &+ 2

aa® the puerposas of the effort unless o
spmples: The ‘agrsemsntz’
al

Bank, " as it's egll o h

1g Sacks" own gro N

sommities 32nce 3

of guesiionoble m % o
ta

tabizeh two cla
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subsieative difference beipng that Directors sell werranis apd Kembers do
not. There are some vather grotesgue propomals for ‘impeachment of Mombers

B
and Diyrectors® by eiiher the Principal Direcio
the DVC, the complexities of wiich are fragh

¥ 2. Iiprarian - Oy

TR Ay

ing %o contemplate - why

i
oot a almple sentence like. "Aay meuber who fails o pe:?m:m hig duiies
tor (a Bpeﬁlfl&d period of timc) ghall be considered Yo have dropped from
the group.” Well, this could go on, but I'm goeiting Toeo far off ihe

Eratkocs )

Neveartheleas. though I canaoi accord eilh Sac
h# does have a point. Some sori of c¢losr relntiions : iein
or uncfficial, strikes me as a wseful idea. Ky ideas for such cffillacion
would run slong theme linesg:

49, 1f there iz to be & *governing body'" !o overses vayiani banks,
it should be comprised of, and created by, i“r gﬁ"f“Llﬁm officials of
emch partiecipating Bank. ©No ofher organigalion oo group anrcd be rnvoelved
2. For purposes of cohercrce, the variant bank f derntion should
sdopt & wniform classification system, or pumbering system. In fhig
vein 1°d suggest that, by whatever means they decide uvpon, the variant
bankz arrange to have socmeosne in charge of clocoifying eonch new variant

and iasuing it a number s it comes intoc the Bank cf. SECOHD ARTICLE.
po2, The “Niller Number Custodian® would thuc be rogponsible 2§jw':e:
issuing postal designators. {This presumes that somothing gkin to my
proposal for revising the Miller Numboerse is sdopied.

3, In general, it should be a maxam that variznt banks d
operate for profit. Priees at ceat or slighily above cus: %0 cover
expeusen in maintalning the bank or gorounging up rars variand

4, Variant banks should agree ‘o ezchangs materials
at cost, or oun a irade basis, to the extenl that the vecip
williog te sxehange. This mesns ‘hat = small bank such es th
in Awstralia, presvming that it's williag to send whatevey it has to
anybody, should be entitled to reccive vhmiever it wants from anybody.
Howewer, 4¥ a participating bank agrees, let us pay. to exthange cnly
cartain items, or %o exchange only under certain rectriciive conditlions
then sxchanges should be guid pro guo-

5. Digk Vedder has suggested, and I concur., ithat some cffori be mad
to put legeally-anforc¢eable binders on the transfer of variant banks. suc
that if ever someone in physical control of a pile of variani bank maderial
stops functioning dn his varisnt bank duties, the material czn be recloinmed,
This im & nice ides, though the mechanics of it sesm to me fo bo immenss.
The praoblem would be mainly cne of cuforcement. If we draw up confracis
thmt are legally bindimg, that's fine, bui is there anyone in ithis hobby
with the time and the money to pursus in cour® any brearh? And what aboul
tranafer scrosa intermmtional boundaries = mot much of & problem between
USé and Tenede, bul elsavhers it gould bs incredible. But - it's an iden.

6, I'd like bo pursve the idea of hewing variant banks undertaks o
eopyright the materialc depusited in them, to Lhe extenit that this may be
ponsible {receobsr, wost varimnte are clossly ralated to "Diplomaecy,? whick
adready has @ eopyright attached), in the name of the designer(s)., Thls
would, if it conld he worksd out, allow the wariant baunks Pree use of the
material for non-commercisl purposes {(¢f. ltem BEg but would reserve io
trze demigner{s} any and mlil rights should commercial use of the wariant
be contemplat=d by anyone.

b

Lommenta from the gallery?
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THE _CUSTUDIANSHIP OF THE Tl ;:

As many of you knou, an
the hobby ig in the midst of @z
end players is claimzng thot the
to be remowved from office fozthui
disagrees. The curront Custoedian, Robe:
defended agaiast accumations of -~ 1ncon
nonfeasance, creating a clinate vhoreil
on and on,

Phe opposition ito Mr. Sacks Jeons
age, with the man who gave the Co

“"hava

g \YG . OB *iz"“

bch ny el
- and

o letier dated 1 July 1975, ?oéi9* has a 5 . ¥ 8
possibility of wnrﬁzng with Sacksm, of geit hing dong u .
mnd of the possible comsequences ol hin cos 2 in a

T

.
b

following

suthority. (Mr. Veddor‘s letter states ¢
i coznsento.

Kichelas Ulanovy however, I‘ve not scexn

predate the Vedder cones, so Ifyve oiorted
Sizmca thea, the opponition hap groun.

iF

.
ot

" '(l ol %
oreodside. ]

D
R ;ua; intriguing thing ahout
<

uin how
the progress of this dippute is that the sublect of it secus not Yo huve
pRid the slighteast atiention to whni : im; those wh

coms out in opposition to kil or o hi
pay expect to be accused of all socris of sitne
nest recent latter fc me, for anuuaﬂff )
Frad Davis has beon subjented to repex
Variant Cemmission once guggested LL:t
{in effect) daring to oppose Sacks! ?:
wio were %there that the IDA meeiling in
and liateners with 2 cad spectacie of 3
right obsecenity, zouriesy of onec R
Flatly asccesed of being o cheat and
iatiera of ineult and secusation - kﬂl
with other lettera in his possesgsion -
speaial file for them. Wald? Buchanan, [
valker.,.the list goes onr. The lat tost vdu\u‘u“

Thus far, I have scen exactiy one commeni,
that may ba ressonably covstyrued ag offengive in
Robert Sacka. (Thisz was Len Lskofka's =econt one
wun pagazine.} Otherwise, all I bhave zcen - ond
‘nto thim = is 2 series of reasomable criticigmy
evar«<gironger insistence that somwething be dono
back 2pitec comjunetvion with the intevents and dis
get rid of his,

Eighteen months of =fforts to acoomplish the 7
an efforv is now uwnder way to remove hin from his o
b

to at all

o
Socks

that, subdject to hobby approval, I intend o take back the Mi
‘1 wan the oustodian omce before); the offective date was pot
T, 19%6. I heve, in Imct, already stariad : hays c

s o

masters. bot all of this is with the 2 it
havs i1tn say. Should the hobby declare o

tern over whatever I've done to Hr

%l i - F A seii i I
Origisaliy, 1 had zssumed t A 1obhi 28, i Assue b
= ‘ s y
: o - v X o~ 4 i wp g s T i - » n i = i
forvee ol oplnion,” threugh lg Pn an ARLBLINe odife : Howveveyr
e romom b8 egnd & E )
oon realtesd That 14 P- Gt byes ¢ vy o
- £ | ; - h o N
caould determine & conod S8y Rag ot T g Wal
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Buenanan suggested, we ocuphi %o poil the hobby publishers 1o see wht “eels
how about what. Fred Davig agreed (o prini and maxl a ballot and Stuari
Dagger (LEuwrope) and Doug Beyerle:n {ouvstae Burope) have agre to count
the resulting vote., Witk the ballol will ceme brief oiaxemeﬂbs of position
by Mr., Sacks and myself; I suggested thig fo Fred Davis in order that
publishers who have no real knowledge of {his matfer nmight theroby be
able to woie more informediy. ond Fred agrecd to &y suggestion.,

The ballot will be maiied in nid-to-late Janwary - the gictoments
to be included are dwe in on Jonvery 98th. so0 Fred will probabliy go io
prese shortly thereafter. I hepe you il all votc: there iz a cpace for
abstentions, and if that is your choice, I hope you'll mark it ani wail the
ballot anyway: please don®t jJjust dipcard ii. The mosi imporitant thing of
all here is that we finé out how the hebby feels, and if lvo-thirds of
the publishers don't sead bellots, what are we %o assume? That the mails
are fonlad up? That nobody cares? That Doug Beyerlein ig, n fact, o
cheat -~ as Secks has suggested - and has rigged Lthe resulis?

No, if the hobby doean’t care or doonn’t know what 1f -wants, ¥ won!
to know thato I have stated that if & vote oateblishes a clear prnf&‘cncw
for vacka, 1 will withdrew; if it eatabl&shes a prefeiancc for we, I will
pursue wy ciaim vithout further ado, nac I heven't said is what I will
do if no clear decision is shown « if it's a near thw or 3f the nunber
of votes cast for cae party or the cther g co small zs To be seaningless.
In the former case, I honestly don®% know what I'11 do:; I imagine I'1il
make as strong an offort as possible to get the issues before all pudlishers
in m thorough manner, and then propose a re-vots. In the laibtsr cas se.,
I1t)1 think about it for a whilec.

Unleas the vote has settled the oziter by neut issue, I intend io
print some letters from meveral peoplc on the gubject. I ha
publish them this issue, but because of the upcoming vote I
hold backg then, if they‘re still gormone, we cen explors %
ralss,

There is ono letter I wish to print now, however. Ii comes from Jo
Hyoas of Canada; the Regiorml ¥iller Number Cusiocdian for Canada - excenth
that in & letter to me of Januayry 6, 1977. Robert Sacks advises tha%t h
has 'suspended® Hr. Hymas from him Associate position for alleged failur
to perform duties (the same fate that befell Jeremy Maiden, Associate for
the U.Ko, some while ago)s

*It in my hopws that, should there at any time be two Hiller Castodians,
these pyresouns will Lry to cultivate a degree of amicable colperation between
their tvwo orgavizations, most notably the DVC/TIDA ws. WVA., This codperation
should take the forw of pot assigning the same numbers to dirffereni games,
nok assigniag sumbera to gaoes whose GMs have not asked them to assign cne,
barin, some kind of systes whereby Hiller-Saeks numbers could be differentiated
from Millsrewon Matake numbsrs, and se on.

"Of course, I am sure that this type of attituds will not prevail, and
wo steall gebt one hell of a soredmdeup variant statistic situation for about
two ysars from the etart, which will necessitate the assigning of new nubbers
All soreas the board by whoever is the ‘winner.,’ What & supremely useless
warste of energy.

{{riote by CvMs As soon ag I can get some kind of sgreement on a sysmtem
per Artisles Iwo thim iesue, any sumbersz I assign will be "new style” and
ruould swlivs the prohlew that Jim mentions.))

HOYye .. .
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and have
any belip
I an
1.11"* 5 “zine

“as I belong., or at
2 pood relationship with .
I can pgive Lo those who would 1z
quite prepared to use vy "zine os &

is DRR FLIZGENDL HOI LLANDER and ig ox Ipsue, v

({Jim's mddress 152 250 Glen Canoda
HEE 2¥41. Jim almo wmeniions that hi cfficial
forum for the Sacks-led Piplomacy Ya Recoie
gorization effort; wvhether thio siil

i
Hymas ia ukclear.}}
HEWS BULLLTIN: Both Dick Vedder and I have jusi hod spoyg
with Dave RQQIQCFKq director of the Herih Amevican Variantk

= demonstrably aetill in busincss. tell that

continde and expand hip efforio. R:Sf'
that the NAVB im dead; it im not, F o ahond

and write Dave at Box 802, Univ. ¢ 9;“?1

0S4,

& LETTER FROM ROBERT SACKE fo comzlu
Secks’ response to the call for a w
= statement frosm him Fo accompany o

to ¥Yalt Buchanan, Pred Davis and ne
will be inserted in double brackst

Pinclvded is my econtribubien 1o vonr farse reforcndun, It is filed
urnder protests

24. It would be imposazible o prepore L i1 i
veok I have been gilwes., ({The deadiine vas laizr ecxtonded Lo occomodnto
Mr. Setks in this.,))

f2. Prad Davis is torally wunoccapizbio
18 totally unacceptable az & telleyr - in i}
ducted one Trandulent aad two rigpod polino.
ond as & matter of law s undoubiodly
conducting the polil guaraniteecs a total

"%, Davis has indicated that ne .
This sptire diepute has been novhing but :
#x this resiriction is clarified; this regu

*i, You gentlemen, and your hﬂildﬁaﬁﬁb
@i dzﬁaﬂfa*ﬁaflen {{aic)}, in aome cascs close aa
“hat this sudden veversal smacks of hypocrisy, and
apprepriate Lo calm the situation douwn beiore atteun

"I an obligated to conzult with my collesgues

sland, especially my Vice Custodians. before subn
This means...atter...January 16

“This wonld alse give we a chance o discover who Abkdul g

- . -‘ " =y O e
& _-;LOL L 1 LiE

w rman

Al

. This R , : : : and determin
How werious he 1s. {(Here ¥r. Sacks refers to what 1 gather is so%e cori
oi joks or hoax letter, which I have not seen. circulated amanz some puvlish
rad migned "&bdul.® 194 love to mee a copy of lettay 123l fhe CE0
anly gather from the wague roporie of othors that 5 4
luar againat Me. Saecks.)) ¥ kuow Davie lag
Aefter « 1% takes one teo hnow one - Bub A} 4
aiready boewn done by D»”-n, Lakollta,. Pul e
s Metgke and I ey Yar > :
srodizaships hoo b a3 ‘

e hobby s ga far
be feaken seriousi-o.




Paga 1§

"Conrad bus agked for my opinion of possilile peoplc to conduct tha
poli. My preference for tellers would be Lecder, Boyer, Phili:pe. Wy

praference for referee is Buthanan -~ :f he's zponsering this as i claimed
ha shouldn’'t delegate the job of referse to anyenr as pariican ao Davais
{{Johu Leeder and John Boyer were unable o serce as sellers for fhe #ove,
dndrew Phillips was not asled, but this wes probably becauss his nane wuas
suggeated only after Doug Beyerlean hod been aporoached aa&ih.d apracd,

Ag for the "releres,' PFred Davis is ne such: the inrm *s pejorative .,

£
Fred is wmerely typiag a neutrally vorded ballot and the stalemenis senl
by Sacks and me, and mailing them at Fred's owa oxponsc. Whether %he
ballot is fairly-worded cen bost be delermined by waiting wniil 1% errives
and reading it foy yosurselves I bave toid Hr., Sacks that 3
fturns out to be prejudicially worded, as he thinks 11 may. I vill not
abide by the results i¥ the wote is in my favonr.})

"Also, I should like to soe a copy of the purported trans
I have every reagon to believe that i* does not and naver di
it could actually be prowen it would change thinss a bit., ¢(
ko & wodicil in the transfer of a Custodianship from one persecn io “he
which I mentioned in print gome time ago. Theo codical never did exici in
writing, it's quite true; it was always entirely werbal. Furthor, T have
iearned - only sioce first mentionming the codicil — that Mr. Sacks wvas never
made awvare of it whea he took over the Miiller Numbers. sRid at the timo

I
that said codisil weuld probably prove irrelevant anyway: nous that we Loow
that Mr, Sacks was not forswarned of i, I think we can forget that point

as absurd.))

"Not that Lt makes any difference, I should make i expliacitly clear
T don't care how wany farce roferenda you call and how many pretenders you
pull out of your hats - I have an ethical obligation to my stalf, to Lhe
Diplomacy Veriant Commission, and Lo fhe hobby to continue es HIC while T
am able and to hand over my offica io competent and ethical sucgossors uk
I am unable to continue.®

((I take this last pavagraph ‘o mean that Mr. Sacks will no! adide by
the results of any vote, regardless of wami Lhoso regalis are. VWhich deaves
@6 with 8 strange point of wondermeni: Is Mr. Soeks saying that hoe hes an
esthical obliga¥ion to the hobby fo continue =g MIC gven if the hobby vots

that 1t does not want him to comtinucg?})

me;-.m-wm@lzawm:.ak-o‘!w-:w‘suwwm-—-gywu»‘-u-urm.‘-—.—m«.mm.-ﬁ

FOR N<XT ISSUE: Hopefully, sone feedback from this issue. A very
interesting and jdea=filled letier from George Philliss. The latest (and
hopsfully dafinitive) revision of the Cline 9 Man Varient {thankz. Dave
Kadlecek, for sending the stuff so promptly; you'll never kaow how happy
I am to have my pet game back in my hot little paws agamin). A few Hiller
Humber assignuents which I've nade., A spectacular annguncement nanely
tl.at I%we just been appointad to handle the variant column in Walt Buchanan‘s
Dipiomacy World ~ but I won't teli you that yet. A plug for a very fine
magarineg out of Australis, TAU CETI, one of the best of the ‘never" mags
in spite of its out~of-the-way point of origin {and, incidentally, there
im the beginning of = fascinating article on Australia in the latest issue
of The Now Yorker magazinae, cover date Jan. 3), available from Larry Dunning,
46 llolmeadale doad, West ¥idiand, 6056, Perth, Australia = write for price
guote, &8 rates ars given in Avstralian dolliars., And lots more « hell,
we're gonna have & blast with this rag, s0 I hope you'll write me and tell
e you want more of 1t, For now, Happy Grouadhop Day....
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