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Our Secopd Issgue approx. “0th February 1977

This is TALABYO, a journal of csesay, comgent&ryagnd discu£5i$?-on
Dirlomacy variants produced by CGrendel Preas Iaternationmal, a_who_mi-
owned subsidiary of Joarad F. von HMetzke, P.C. Box 62§, Sen viego, Ch
92712, USA. Subseription rate 12/83.00 by surface mail {onc-shird off
to members of the american Wargamers Association). Trades, cee below.
Games are not played in these pares,

TRADE PGLICY: TALABWO will trade all-for-zll with any Biplomacg‘pu‘
cation vhich runs variaat pgames or deals in any way with the veo 2 '
field. Receipt of this issus corstitutes a specific offer to t;gae with
any such publication; and I sincerely hope you'll tak&_me up,.en it
Offers of trades with journals that do not concern variznis
considered as well, but I rust reserve the pight to declins on the
simple grounds that I cannot possibly print huge quantities of theso
issues; neither my schedule por my ditto machine will handlo
But feel free to enquire. ;

Complimentary copies are asutomatic for: the Beardren Humbey Cus—
todiang managers of variant banks; Lew Pulsipher (Dipleomacy Worid woriant
design columnist); George Phillies (American Wargaming Asscciation);
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Ferkin Doyle (playtesting); Dick Vedder (for no particular reagon)

all associate liiller Number custodians (you know who you ara)l.

Unless you are covered as a complimentary recipient, or have ta
out a trade or sub, this will be your lest dssue. If I've not heard
from you by the date of Issus 3, 1911 presume you're not interested
and will drop you from my list.

COPYRIGHT AND AUTHCRSHIP: Unless otherwise cloarly indicated, abaolutely
nothing in this or any other Bagazire which I publigh ig protecied by
copyright, and you may pilfer at will. (Pleace dot) Everything herein
is written by the publisher unless otherwise stiributed.

AFFILIATICNS: TALABWO and its publigher are affiliated on a reciprocal
exchange of information and help dbasis with the fmerican Wargening Asseo
ciation, a service group devoted primarily to general vargaming but with
some interest in Diplomacy. The grour is especially worthuwhile i your
interests extend to more than one game or group of games; newsletters,
@ regular highequality magagine, tournaments and conventions, stgady
exchanges of information - the benefits of aenbership are rany. Furiher
information can be obtained from Rod Burxy, 71 Beacon St., Arlington, MA
02174, TALABWO will occasionally mention noteworthy items provided us
by A¥WA; the more they send; the more we print, so get to it, folka,
TALABYWO is also affiliated with the World Variant Associaticn, which
is little more than a group of a few highly interested variant buffs
doing as much as possible to promote interest in and aveilability of
varlants., WVA is not a forual organisation in that it has no formal
rules or decumentsg nevertheless, it getsg things done. A fair amount
of what comes to you in these pages will have been channeled ihrough WYA
first, or instigated by one of that grouvp’s chief participants,
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NGC VARIANT BANK (now known =zs UK V.RIANT BAUE}: The director of this
ingtitution, Hartley Patterson, asks me %o 5gualc; the ruzicurs abounding

that UKVB deals only with its own membsaru, This ic absu:@i a;dagas never
the case. UXYB will sell what it has to anyons intercsted, without prejudice.
UKYB is primarily & asles outlel; it does not pretend to‘dc§l in avchives
work, and all enguiries in the latter vein are referred o the ¥orlid

Yariant Banko 882"
Because of this rumour-sguelching ns
run down the variant bank list brieily.

@
1, UEY¥B - Hartley Patterson, 1Finches,“-? Camhridg
Bucks., HP9 $HW, United Kinydom. Provides
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cessily, perhapse I cught {0
ol
-~

newer desaipgns stocked on a test Dasis. Lists a¥a§1a~leu
2, YUVB = Walter Luc HLzas, Postiach 7, CH«L02E Beraoo

tzeriaznd,
Undoubtedly the nost complets bank around; aud very nearly 19?0:‘

A fantsstic source of information to the variant bufia ailablae,
3. NAVB (llorth America) - David Kadlecel, Boxz 802, University of
Santa Clara, Santa Clera, C& 95053; USA, An excellent colleciion, though

newey desigis may be misming. Fo lists; you'll have to know what you

vant before you order,

6056, Perth, Western iustralia. Very new and still
seeng awfully cager and, after gll, hs'sc dealing u
This one will be growing rapidly, I°11 venturs, L

DICK VEDDER asks me to offer a public esology for oy unantherisad parse
phraging from a letter he wrote; this was & Page 8, Parapraph 2
of PALABWO First Issue. I had thought I ha igzion for ithip

but after a telephons conversation with Dick had not,
nect withdrawing or retracting his letter or it i ; ke mg
that I consult him before using his materiale. I gha
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REFERENDUM: The referendum concerning the Killer Number Custodianshin is
now under wayi deadline for return of ballois e
are a publigher and have not received a ballot, and want 5
Fred C. Javisy Jr.; 3012 Oask Green Court, Jllicoti City, karylané 250k32,
USAe In UX write to Stuart Dagger, 27 Cameron Way, Bridge of Doxn, Lberdeen,
AB2 8QD, Scotland,

NEW KATZRIAL

FIRST ITEK: The questicn cf chargin; fees for ausicnment of race aumbers
is a hot one in the hobby thiuse days, and I suppose I'd better make somse
sort of rtate:ent on the matter as concerns my assirazent of Miller lumbers.
I don®t intend to charge a:ybody any fees. lowever, I have no cbjection
whatsoever to thre principle that, if fees are needed by a Custodizn to
offset costs wnickh he can’t afford to pay in full by himself, such fces
are periectly justifiable. Accordingly, I am not about to make an ass of
mycelf by issuin; some blanket promise tnat MNiller liumbers will never,
ever cost anybody one cent no matter who issues them in future = ag if

I have tke pover to rake such a statement! It’s really very simple; at
this writing, and in the foresecable future, I den’t need centributicas
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because 1?m able and willing %o bear %the coste. But if th

this s3
ever changes, for e or for anyone in my position in future., then
hobby should be expected to make sgome contribution,

G

SECCLY ARTICLZ: If you're a publisher running variasnts, have you tried
filling, a new game lately? Most of you will egree, I think, that it
isn’t too easy. Unless and until you can arrange some wisespread pube
licity for your opening, it will take you quite a while to get your
players < particulariy if you're running a large variant. _

Based on some comnents by Gil weiger, I°ve devised a echeme which
might just help this problem toward solution. The idea draws oa the
vast experience of a little newsletter called 'Ganme Cpenings.! printed
and distributed in the UK at cne time (it's ayparently now defunct)
and on a short-lived similar project by one steven Tiher of lew Yo
The idea in both cases was to mz.e availeble cn = regular basip a lis
of all xnown openings, and thus dramatically increase the rublicity that
a given gamesmaater could get for his new game.

I suggest the revival of this idea, with some rmodifications. Ang
theuzh I'd much prefer to see someone else publish the thiag. I'm goin
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to get it wunder way myself, as soon as I find cut vour reactiona,

I conceive the pr.ject, it would operate as a one- or two-page flyer
published montnly, and sent free to any publisher who irdicated any
interest at a2ll (or to any non-publisher who provided postage); it
would list any and all known variant gane openings, without prejudice;

and would include a brief descripticn of the game fscen rio, number

of players, relative strategic balance of board, cogtis, efc.). The

point would be to get other publishers to reprint come or all af the

items from each issue in their own journals, thus bringing the information
to the nlayers. All that I'd request of any publisher who asks to resceive
such material is that they agree to make some use of 3ba

In order for such a scheme to succeed, a few thiags will have to
be established in advance. Firet, 19¢ like some comment on whethon
the idea is feasible as it stands, and if not, why not. Second, it
will obviously be necessary for e fair number of publishers ¢o agreg
to receive and reprint such material, so if you're in this category
I°d zppreciate your dropping & card or note. Third, somehow I%11 have
fo arrange to accumulate the material that will gc into the issues.

This won’t be a big problem in most cases; but those wariant publichers
who don't trade, or who send their issues surface from overseas, will
need to be ferreted out someshow. Ideas?

And with reference to overssas publishers, perhaps there should be
one edition of this flyer for North America and another for UX? (Yhers
appropriate, both editions can &lways cross~reference data, but in generzl
UK players aren‘t interested in North American garies and vice-versa, !

Okay, readers, it's in your court. Say somethinge.

Lo B

THIRD ARTICLE: Lew Pulsipher has recently sent out a letter to & number
9f pesople attempting to initiate a variant game review system for use in
Lew’s eolumn in Diplomacy World. Hie letter proposes a fairly extensive
sunnmary format for esch gane, covering ezsential features of each and
including epace for the reviewer’s coaments on the *worth' of each garie,
I presume this was prompted at least in part by the wvidespread feeling
that the mere knowledge of a game cpening isn't enough; it would help

if pecple knew a little about the game %oo., (To the uninitiated, what
does the term ‘Youngstown Variant! really mean?) Lew’s interest ig in
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getting this material into his col2en, bul he auggestis th§t L ?Eybomy
carea to compile it and reprint it 2n 2 single velume, he’d gledly turn

i terial. [
o] ?%: ::t trying to steal Lew®s {hunder here, but'z think i? m:ghf b?
better for all of us if we wcrked om both projec?s at once. Tng gzei (o33
the present brouse is to propose thgﬁ we undertgﬁe ngeaiatalg;bf_dgajlfp
a complete listing of asll known variant games, in revaew,dcacr:gnlcg.:c-~
mat {a la Lew's outline), to be published in a single veclame which wxi
then be updated with supplenments every so often to cover §cw gaties. I
the rrocess of putting together this volume, we can have Lew glkim oIf

-

review/deascription capsules, and that one of th :
will use scne of what we develep for wider distritui
artieles in DY, Is that clearer?)

I might mention also that an Irishmen, Der Carvey, sesms tonhe
involved in & somevhat similar project for the UK snd Irecland. I've
no idea if Wr. Garvey -intends a mere listing of games o be bouzht,
or if he plane descriptions as well, But he's obviously thinking along
my lines, so haybe he®ll get in on this too?

How do we do this? 4ell, first we'll need sopme volunieers. The
aore who are willing to help out, the better. I don't mezn to sound

whatever iteme he wants for his articles; or Lew can devef?p his oun
articles and give us the same naterial. (Eh&? Lew doos will bey of
coursa, his own businease; I sse thai I®m tending to separate this
article into °lLey Pulsipher? and ‘evorybody elee;’ and thatlt not at
all the intent. What I hope toc see happea in that we will put teggtng:
a group working on the deovelopment of a unififd publication of v?rimﬁzw

I Isipher™ s

exclusionist, but it would probably be best if you had gone experience
with varient gomes, having nlayed several or ganssmastercd a feow or
designed one based on knowledge of others. Iils probably trus that
anyons who can write hiz lanpusge can put together a competent review,
but if you eren’t familiar with variant games you may have a problem
being fair and/or accurate. So ~ anybody who ca=es to voluntcer %o
help, welcome} but plesase be fair to yourseif snd to the hobbw and

LN

assess ,our own qualifications in advance. {(No need to sezd a rosumf;
if you feel you can do the job, that's enoush for ne.)

Then when we have our roster of warm reviewers, we divide up the
gaties and write our reviews. Fair warning; there are several hundrod
variants to deal with. If we get fifty pecple helping, we'll cach need
to do only a few; but if only a dozen volunteer., we nay each be asked
to write thirty or forty items. If you're going to get in on this but
wish to put some advance limitation on the extent of your participaticn.
please be sure you let me know that limit in advance {if you cen).

Then when all the reviews are compiled, some lucky ssul gets to
type and print the whole mess. ({¥aybe thatfs something ©lse that neecds
to be divided up?) I°ll tell you right now, I'm not going to do the
printingy 1°1) gladly get in orn the typing of stencils, but this ig
somwething for which we need a better reproduction process than ditto.

And since I see no way whereby we’ll be able to afford conmercial worl,

I guess that means we find some dumb volunteser who has a @imece. (Another
thousht; we type up a few master copies and then Xerox additionai as needed,
This is likely to be expensive, however. Figuring four games reviewed on

2 page, we nay Dbe looking at up to a hundred pages. I can Xeroz a hundred
pages in an hour for about five dollars. Mimeo is much cheaper,)

If you want to get in on this in any capacity, write me a letter.

Once I have a list of nanmes, 1°1} print up Lew's proposed review cutline
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and pubnit it for your conmgata. i
this project will only gprove usssibie i1

Some poirts to pender: Hoy
the costs of cobtaining most of the v s to
zinting the eveantual pamphlet, And imn wetll
copies, don’t count on making the bhectesollor 13
erces-checking of reviews %o help coliminate o
personal blind spots or prejudices, oad guoard
Should we lump all versions cf a single bazic
review, or give each separate treatment? 8&hé
variants that ere generally agrecd to be wyrot
all variants that use the standard pame board
devoting on

of all of them in ome place {tkus
@
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QLD HATSRIAL

ASSOCIATE MILLER NUHBER CUSTUDIAKS: Ivve enlisted %he merviges of Jomes
Eymas as associate custodian for the Dominion of Canada. Aszocisfoa ore
also needed for UK, Zurcpe and Africafasic/Australaniz., And eventually
I'm going to have to find someone to z2ct ms my own backun in czsc I
get run over or hit by The Bomb. I have a numbe» of fo o
these jobs, and will prokably be able to repori zesulis

[

{(For instance, UK and Australasia jcbs have been frorna
roplies haven't arrived yeti.)

REVISIGN OF THE HMILLLR NUMBLRS:
we're now getting into a rather 1
and get ready.

Pwo specific problems in my proposed revisioc tens mant
First was ite relative complexmity, and second was the nniior ot categories
into which ganmes will be rlaced.

Onr the first point, John Leeder writes: "(Ygu- propesed systen) uses
longer and more complicated designations than the current one 50 will be
even less comprehensible on first glance $o nen itiates. Dut in a hobby
which thrives on esoterica, this may not be ¢ L.t RE wWe
shall aee as we go on, I think it is importa nton > on
Jobhn’s point as follows: “The meia problenm G g ou a that
is automatically understandable when you look at i%t, az oppos 2ew
‘code’ system., On the latter, I tried ¢eveloping a system 4i from
the Dewey Decimal, which is readily underatondable ¢ anyone 5 the
library, but the problem develops where the length ©of & f‘nunmb theo
individual identifier are conasidered. 1921BFgh is sonewha: o than
629,53XVII., I was also thinking more in terms of & universal Lo
all games played by meil, rather than an individual system fo t¥pe -
Dip. variants, wargames, etc. f{As a matter of faoct $9298BFeh oieple
than XCkb(79Fv).) By the way. what's wronz with the present sten, if
all you want is a designator for Dip veriants? Basically no systenm will
be perfect, but then do we need a perfect system, more se than the nregent
one at least?...{a)nd in the sccond hal? of Ltho paragraph under "Thus our
XoBoltbsoo™ you say that only varisut maniaces neced use the fulli number: that
gamesmasters and players need use ¢nly fthe identificr for fheiw particulax
game. Then of what meed is the now ocysten, gince the wery peonlc ai whonm
the simplification is directed don*t neced toc uze it? The pocple who you
say have plenty of lists for veriants in the Zirst place don‘t need a ney

system. That is logical, izn%t ig?®
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Coumentas such as these persus a.t ay proposal is lu:lﬁ ?1;f"
The whole purncsae behind rovising sbers ia u;;? ?ge @ yoten lacks
any seoblance of coliesion; it's t »act, :n? thus & f%
to people with lisis of all ident vEsds A1l pro 1 §“
new system have as their foundatio orization? of g 3“ t
fairly small numbsr of groups, =9 2rson ﬂf?cd ulzhAgﬁn a
asount of knowledge can look at o ber and derive st least
basic informstien about the game £ ader wy propseal c
full number, one can tell four things armed omly with a list of
dozen or so ‘categories? and a twe oy three line gxplanaticn of whal ¢he
pieces of the number refer to: Ons can tell the nuaber of

R

the geme, the calegory in which the neme belongs, ihe year
wes played postally, and by inference the zelative ?ginct in
to be confused with ‘complexity®} of ihe pame inasouch ag it

that larger ganies have more players than smallor goziec.

dovever, not all of this is essential iaformation for a simple guide-
post deaignator. Poople interested in an in-depth explanation of a same
would do betisr to lock at ths thins themselves. or rofer fo ndium
el ; 3

of capsule analyses or reviews ol

categoryr may well be sufficicnt.
tributicns of Lew Phlgipher and DI

b
ot &

Lew uvrites: fWhile writing an intyo
variacts I choss the following six sconup
the origipal pame idea, realistic, histor
seience fiction and fantasy. Everyihing

think,¥
Lew doozan®t explain his mix calegoric
confused on just what will £it vhers. {(I»u

rue everything
ong of ther; but in which?) What is meant by ‘hypotlebiczl?t
it differ from either historical nE (or ¢
I%ve written Lew a letter on this, i -

ags I understand them. ‘'Expanscion
of the original game map, even i? that mep is « wnded Internalls
thetical® rofers to stenarics which use ro
are politically invented. ‘Histerical! is
understand in the context of scenaric, 14 Lo
that wery few games would como inte it; I can think of cniy tuwe
It undoubtedly means maps noi based in geography, cither e
Y5£&EY is obviocus,

By quention about a mere six categeries is, do we reallsy
much information aes we might? Lev pointa b :
groups are intended to be used im conjunct
types: olid board ney rules, old rules now ¥
O3 this basisc wo zeem to beo talking about three
main category, or in a sense eighteen categories, {Actually, th
gtrictly true inasnmuch as anything uzing the old board would ;
fall in the *Expansions® eategory.)

Developing & numbering sysicnm from thie pattern, I'd think in terms
of a number that might lock like this: 1979CVhzlc. This would brealk down
thus: '9979CVY am the vostal gonme. B in Boardnan punvers., 'h' as the

A

CIAVICUD .
-

scenarie designator; using the first lotter of cach of Lew’s sixz categories
and substituting ‘imaginative? for ‘hypothatical.? {inybody got & better
synonym not beginning with a; e, I, r or 87) %z' as the format dezigrator,

using =, ¥y and & for old/mew, newu/oid ond newfnew., 4

as the opecific
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game, ‘c' to indicate cne version of geveral of a o B
aither in order of development or %y randen aszipsnme

e o
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we don't wvant toc many « the uléimate in this
system, where in effect we have hundreds of cat
but if we can find a way to brealk these gix 4
where in the neighbourhood of ten to fifitesen, w
information gnd find ourselves able toc cembine
a single designator.
Along these lines I am extrenely impressed wit
e

Ul re which I wil ith o fois
"If the Hiller Nuanbers are to be of any us s Lthey mus

gimple to understand, end {b) incorporate elements of game ident
that can be used by the Variant Sanke in a standardized fermat.
going toc.osuggest the following schems:

Example: 77ayk.

"O774° is just the seme as a Boardman aumber, {eliminating the century
which isn't essential and which can be quickly resiored if it cver is
needed). ‘y' refers to the peneral category of vaxr ¢ thzt thig par-
ticular gane is a nmember of., Thiz letter musi be in lcower case SO a3 not
to be confused with the ®Boardman® part of the number. Also, I think that
each of these lower case letiers, for betier communication of information,
should be the first letter of a word which would denote each variant

category:

)
0D 12
ot -
&

et

fadd

K a- ancieat and medizeval historic
zurope, Africa and the ki &
X ¢= contemporary {20th Century) hisiorical
e= economic
£~ fantasy and swordelwsorcery (excluding Toikion)
> me modern historical (1500.1G00)
>k Be New world (pre-Discovery)
% o= Oriental
r= pregular board, rewv rules (incl, Black Hule)
8= sclience fiction (and ‘future’)
te Tolkien A Condnid s - histovica]”
Y= Youngstown
=~ abstract (e.go Slobbovia, Logical)

"¥ith the exception of "x! each letter conveys real information ahout
the type of game being playedcoca

"ot jdentifies the specific game being playeds In our exzawoie.
‘yh? refers to the fourth version of the Youngstown ?arianta“.a%héreua§nlicab1e‘
the Variant Banks would be responsible for numbering different vergions in ”
their correct chronological order....”

I would favour a little revision in that list of categories, but with
that understand%ng I find tha? I ggree with Dick that nis gysten is the
best of those I've seen. Subject fo the discuseion of categeries which
follows;, I propose we use it.

Now to my revigion of categories. TFirsi, scome corments Tron others,
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Lew Pulpipher, by way of an exaupie of L was wrong with ny catogories,
notea: T'Leononic?! as a category ncans nolhling To me. ALl the ganes are
economic (in a sensel. Does fthis moan a syoton using sencothing other than
cupply centers, or whai?®
And John Leoder formalizes whal Dick Vedde
carries it & step beyond: VI think ecience fic
fantesy. Thore muest be as many spase=war-type
Fantasy sheuld include variants based on literar
should be & categery for seitings made up by ths
ap "abstract and miscellanecus® category I
And geties like Youngsiowle..don % really 2 =
* S0 our problem daevolves to a very siople comp
pti

bs
"y £
"
o
&

went aheszd 2

ion zanould be sepa
rariants now & 3
¥ works only: %img
aes 1~ne,.my;04 al

[

P

j=3]

G pn

O Q’fi Mo

2O b W ow
a Q t1.
ti 0

-
l;p""cuu.y“%ke
ana o be able to

y but net go meay

sentiment is for encugh categories to be descni
include all games (°mizcellanscus® is a bad cop
that we lose whatever progress the sysiten g to coke. Hefereing
back to Dick®s list, I have a grump aboul tkdown of historical
scenarios; I don't see much need for erzcuLgi cr noy world categeries,
and I'd prefer to combine the "ancicnt® and ‘modern’ into one groud

ot S;‘: 4] i*ﬂ‘t
t
&
Lef

,,
L)

o]

s & ]
i
cr

a

l-'a

called simply ‘historical.' Ny reasoning here iz that Dick iz bresking
things down a little too much; in the phrases 'ancieni higiorical'
‘modern historical,' ths strongez usra cr iden is the one dealing wi
history, Let’s face it, no matter vhat our bLreakiown, ii's never going
to be perfect; the only ‘perfeci? sysqcﬁ is to er to cach game by 2
full description yrather than & number or cqé,, aer Hinton zaye,
why worry about rerfection? Whati weire afier o 3 guide, net g

conprehensive analysis.
Therefore; I propose the reduction (or convarsicn) of BDigk's contogeries
inte the follewing lisk:

a= abstract {and, £f you insist, ‘misce
¢« econoasic

f~ fantagy & Sovcevy éx, Tolifrifyb

he histopicgl (comb of cats 3.,C,M,m &)
i lumaginative (iwsr‘)ret‘fcaD

r- regular board., nevw rules

&~ science fiction

tw Tolkign

(I've glinipated the Youmgstoun category because I den’t think it
especially useful to have a single category For what is reslly ong pam
particularly when that one game would be equailj at home i anetaer'ﬁp
1°m also open to endorsements to eliminats the Tolkien cate gory aund re
it to Fantasy,

{(I°m also thinking about that *Economic® catezory. Noto that it
the oniy ome that doesn*t refer to scemario; rather, it's a Tormat ter:
Ry definition of an economic game is one {hat usmes noney or eguivalen
as a part of the play. HMost games imply it, but few actﬁa3ly use ite

{I? we scrap Lconomic and Tolkien, we're down to siz categories o
the same number as proposed by Lewe In point of practical effect, we
have devolved to simply removing Lew’s “realistic" catepory, dividing

e

science fiction from fantaey, ard letting it go a% that., Sc wvhat was
wrong with lew’s system in the first place, ch?)
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Okay. After all of T
ganes are ap nLRerols as @ X ek nd
because kEconomic factors & ot sote wo ke %t
t00, On that basis I propose the f:at I%vyo offered on Page Sight, as it
stands, %o be uced in the systenm offered by Dick Veddor,

The floor is oper for opposition, changes, comtenis, appeals, grump
and enything elso, Full endorsemeris will also bo accepled, Babt will
you all please let me know what you think, because the next issue of
TALABWO will have the final decigion and the aciual rocagegorization,

In other words, you have one month before iti’s all doue So upite.

A couple of loose ands. Elmer Hinton's suggestion for a numbtoring
system for all postal gaming was kind of plossed by. I this were cne
unified hobby encompassing all games, I might be in favour. Bul thc
pechanics of developin~ such a system, and then transferring it to
uncountable branchas and orgeniseticns dealing with other games ~ nany
of which have only peripheral, if any, contast with us ~ ctagger the
imagination. Further, moat other peatal gaming groups have numbers of
their own in use, and with the exception of the Filler HNumbors they ail
sesm to work pretty well, I haven't yel hsard any gruimps about the
Boardman, Orijias, Philliesz, or Costikyen ausbers, o I ascunme the
users are satigfied. 4nrd, to guote Corneliuz Burke, "Renumboring for

ite own pake iz a small wvirtue.,?

Those of you vho are following this. please give
to the categories I've listed. If you wznt to ypropese
divisions, deletions o> alteraticns, feel free to cay
committed to oy wiew alone. But I cont denl with the ;
you write, 80 - as I cloged the nemte.io-lasi paragraph - wroiteo,
Pinelly, I want to expross nmy thanks to a number of gpoople wko
wrote in on the revision subject, whoze lettors were not cited in
the foregoing. Even if your comments weren’t guoted, I paid much
attention, I assure you, and I apprecizte your trouble. -
VARIANT BANE AFFILIATION: I roegret that I haven't heard from Hons on
discek on this, so any comments I make hers wonti ropressat a cone
census., Nevertheless, I think I know what Hoas, at loagt. will feck
abgut sone of the points I rmiged « and Hariley Patterzon cndeorsca my
opinion = 80 we may be able to close thim subject with %his ispue {mn:

contributions from the rest of you?),
Hartley Patterson: "I gee no reed for any fe

Let each VB come to bilatoral agreements with otherc. ({((Fine with m
"On your points:

", ((Let variant banks govern themeeives, without other organisaii

involved.)) Yes.
#2. {(Have variant banks adopt a uniform clzgsification systen and
have it adminiastered by a single person,)) Yes. ONE persons o
"3 ((Variant banks should be non=profit.)) Yes.
vy, ((Variant banks should exchange matsrials among thensclves ot
coat or by trade.)) No. Hams won't agreo to this. A new ?arigét back
should expect £o pay for copieSceeo’ ((I misworded what I moant
I intended to say vhat you just did; trade oncefcre-one or Ay ag costel}
Hartley comments alsc on ny points 5 end 6 with inZormatioz that
the ¢z

indicates that the problems I glluded to don't apply in ape 0f the

Haz "316‘3 B
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UEKYB, The NGO, vhich zdainislers
to replace him if he drops oul or
that copyright is automatic ian the
Hot much more czn Do dong on
andfor Kadlecek, Ok, and Larzy Dun
Is OOR HOBBY DYING? George Phillies’ letter on &
elicitod a bit of zesponse, co leot mo print it v
be constrwed zsg the "Renders’® ForumY seollconi:

Beorge Philliss: '0n reconsidering vhet L seld about the need for
Bany pgemegsmasters, I realise that uy vords hod Stuo meanings, and I do not
renember which one I meant (if I saw the distinction at 22ll). I beolicws
it is true that computersiype services will cut apprecichly into the
demsnd {or people who put out Jiplomacy ! slude moves od
presg and very 1litile else, especially as the price of copying thi
continues to fall, (Z.e. present number of mesters will Le adegua
As you argued, I think coxrectly, mnking 1% cagier o put outbt Dipl
magazines {or to have one magazine which handles 50 gamcs) doos 2o
it easier to put out a geasine, so wagzsines that include a lot of Dip
zacy articlez {or game varianitz or wvhatever) will continue %o fleurish

#iDecline® is perhaps toc sirong a word whai will happen Lo the
hobby. The number of ads in the General {({A Vs magazine))s aftsxr
all, has staycd about the same for many yca Wtly du

a ’ N

a variation in the exteani &£o which A=H is i
in a larger way true that the nusbor of peopl:
changed muchy though ths pumbor of hardecors go
{Whether in fact the nuabsr ol hard-core kobbys
the last ten years iz a seporate matter. Hy ou

has not imcreased rmuchj; only their visibility ha: 8ot I gather
that Jim Dunnigan, based on tae SPI survey/mavie? s agrees uith nme

pretty much. )?

Lewis Pulsipher: "I spgree

much more. I suspect the euxira ie game zach year
vill be °Zringers’ who won't wani to play often by pest. ({0op3! Lou's
phrage ves "...won't offen want ¢o play....?)} Thisz, combined with the
greater availability of fotef play, will in the end mean no more pesonie
coming in than are going owt ef the hobby. Bul many people will pley

by poat because they prefer writiten secret negotiastlions and ists of time
to think things over; that won't dic., Have you roticed, by ths way, that
the game openings list in Diplomacy World has increascd every issue pince
it began? I suspect this means a lack of pilayers. not an sbundonce of

rtcdcuan

'gines. Beyerlein can say whether moro gawes are bein

m
(=]
: J9hn Leeder: "I do not buy George's argument that estal hobby
will disappear due %o an increase in fetw?d pinye Postal is basicaily

different from face-to-face; gome people like it beiters s
of the few strategy games which adapte really well to postal play. 4ilso.
vany Dip fans don®t belongz to wargane clubs, either because they donvt 1£ve
in a large enough population centre, or because they have no inicrest in
wvargames other thar Diplomacy. A4Alse, cven within the vargsme clubg, othor
games have proliferated so much that 3t is gtill difficuii <o get Dép
players together, due to competition for the other pares., (At least that's
been my experience with the local warganes clubj Diplomacy was in vogue

for a while, then faded as people turned to other gameos.)

“George’s premise seems Lo bo that postal pley is 2 palo substitute

—
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for f-t-f play, and that izcreasing cpportuniliss
less naed for p-bem, I don’% soe that £-i-f play
and even if it has, that does not necesszarily GOOE:

" wall diead o

Greg Costikyan: "Ipostal Diplomacy dies; thalt's oxag wetll Just

(3
have to continue with hebby politics. It’a more funr anyway.”

FLILTLELLLL I LA L L LR L FALALLALAA ST

Once we got thias damned rovigion of the Milier Nlumbers out of cuxr

bair, this magasine ought to be less boring. To fill out this number,
iet oe make @& half-assed atiempt &% & pame openiaps iist: reuomber, By
trads apreecents are just now beginning, so rot much has come in yol.

9. Openinge in MELRCATOR, a rather new and large-ccale variant frem
Britain, described in detail in the last °Bushwacker'® from Fred Davie,
who says it's fast becoming the Un's favourite large variant - aocyway,
openings evailable in ‘Guemiballs‘ (fee in UX 80p « 59 deposit; wdd
ailr postage outaide UK)., The magaszine itself is huge cnd will cost
you & bloody fortune, o a&sk them to sead only the geme pagec by aiv
and the reat surface. write:s Ron Rayner, 32 Wentworth Avenue, West
Firchley, London N3 9YL, UK,

20 "Stormbringer® from Ken St.Andre. 2232 E. Pinchott, No., 8. Phoenix,
AZ 85016, US54, has openinge (at last report) in HYBOREAN DIPLONACY,

an excellent medium-gized new gane basecd cn the Conan books, The

game includes a map of Hyborea, and the rules diverge from lthose of

the standard game in three mmin areas: emphibicus armies iz lien of
fleeta; gerrimoned towns: and some 'whim® factors introducad by tho
geresnaster. Up to eleven players. Varied victory criteries. [ees
woknown but I doubt if they’re too costly. This gane will be discussed
in ths next issuve of Diplomacy World, bat 3f you want to play you might
want to sign up now as they®l) probably start lcng before Walt's unoxt.

3. "Urt Durfal® from Greg Costikyan., 1675 York Ave., New York NY 10028,

USA, ofiers cpenings in the quaintiy-named NEAR UTTER CHAQS, EXCORMUBICATIONS
and DUDLAND - tbhat's s lot of reviewing, so let's just say ithai the ~ules

to sach can be had from Greg for a atamped onvelopes,and the fre for pilaying
such is one dollar plus aubscription (8 issues For $2.00). VYhups, thers

ars alse wpeninge in STAB=HAPPY. 1In each case “he game is ona for the
parson interssted in having some fun; these are not deep, startling now
gapes with intricate nmapsg 1 hesitate to call them Y jokes,® but that's

the best word I can think of,

1]

b, YThe rolamr andght" from Kke E.3. Jonsson, Gruwvdgen 26, 5-984100 Hiruna,
Swadan, has ove npening ieft in a wariasnt about which 1 know absolutely '
nothicvg - PERSIAN ¥AR, (Froi the waiting list prizted, I'1l bet he's
ectually gob twe apaning®scocf The best 1 can do is tell you that the
ragerine e ouch sore ikternsted in good gmmes than trashy the publisher
does 24 excellent jeb wilh his effort®; and it‘s one of those rare ‘zines
that nffers an voknown gewe I cap reconmend sighteungeen, mersly on the
sditor®s reputation, (Joneson doesn’t run huge, intricste gages,) TFees
do0’t nppear to be expensive (a sub, for inatance, costs nere postage Y.

Lowsy list, but it"1l! have to do for now. Until next issue, ADIEUc.co
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