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TALABWO is a journal of variant postal Dipleomacy cosmentary
projects and similar brouhaha published by Conrad vozn Meﬁzh 4 P
626, San Diego CA 92112, USA. Subscriptions i2-§3. Trades all-
m;th any Jjournal carrying variant games or news, and possibly wi

as woll, Games are not (yet) played ir these pagea.

THE MILLER NUMBER CUSTODIANSHIP REFERENDUM: The vote is now counted, and
tThe result is & Tio « 2222, &stonlsning! In the separatzs gquestion cn
whether the voter felt Sacks was handling his job acceptably, the resuls

vas another tie -« 27 yes, 27 no.

Walt Buchanan will presumably print the full breakdoun
in his own journal, so I an&n’tb I will say there were tu
I wvas startled that I did so poorly ir Canada (5=3 Sa
floored that I did so well in the UK (5-0 won Moiske).

Obvicusly I do not intend to pursue 2 claim %o Sa
on such a result. Do you suppoze I could somechow get
a dollar for each nunmber I don’t igsus?

Sericusly, the vote totals speak Tor themseclves. Opposition to
Rober: Sacks as Custodian ig hwnge, but not overyholming. I therefore
withdraw oy clalnm, and roquest that active oxppositiocn to ths Sacko
regime {unless it be based on new evidence or circumsiancos) Coasc.

I shall issues no numbsrs nor spupport any effort To issus then in schisa

with Sacks.

At the zame tins, it's obvious that Robert Sacks had better set
about a little housccleaning, I strongly suspeci therc will be many
ganesnasters who, because of the issues that caused them to support my
efforte, will cease to deal with Miller Humbers at 2il, And such
hobby services are absurd if not universal.

¥y campaign hes raised & fov issues. Szacks can deal wi
or ignore them, as he chocsesm, But if he igacrﬁm oy brusches asi
the implications of a reforendum result like that oane, Lota of us
are simply going to throw up our hawnds and foerget sbeout Hiller lumbarz.

I had sort of hoped that the campzign behind this ref reﬂdﬁﬁ would
avaken Sacks to some of the probleus, but apparently it 4id noi. Iin
the last two uweeks, Sacks hes first appointed Jim Hynas as Warizznis
Ratinge Advigor to the NNC,? zmd then informed him that if he did nod
stop working for me; he would be remcved from his new position. O(ne
8imply does not win friends and co-workers by treating them with cavalicer
whinsey.

I think that ends the Miller Number business in TALABWO. It does
not, however, c¢onclude the magagine. I seems to me that we have pl
of other schemes to work on, 8o0s.-letfs be to ii,

AFFILYATIONS: TALABWO is affiliated with the Worié Verian
The editor is a member of IDASNA. Ve have applisé for 2ffi
the American Vargaming Association. We are colperatively a
with the Caradisn Diplonacy Organization. And we erc sboui
the Nationel Games Clud of England. That seri of covers a2ll th
wot?

Nows and material from any of theme groups is welcomed and solicited
for these pageso
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PLAYTeSTING: Eery 138
yet. Ken St.andre ana
last week, and ke g agT
get some warn ccdibs to help asul - cc
discussed hevrs,

le responsg teo
I chatited abousl

I gencrally agread

Ken and I svggest that this be de: HWIYE - INeperzon
and postallye Where therse is « locel g time and interozi
to test games face-tosface; they ghould pocaible heol
and ghould be encouragsd o :3332& the ir tests for
publication {or, if they profor, shoul reatlisc and
make them available to those interssic any magazine
that wants to playstest a gaso should o8 O

Formally, this won't necessitale sk t might bo
uspeful to have a sort of cﬁnsrAT cleaz X es neading
tects, and people nesding gemos ©o worlk ehannalied o one
another

The important thing, as I meo ity is that the rezulisg of any tosi
be written down endé medse public. Runnisg o gane pozt iz ail w2ll
and good, but it doesn’t bhelp m2ny poocpls uniecs ¢ sort of eraliysis,
during and/or afier nlm;a is provideds Vory few iaoardn Gala,
And only rarely do issyerson groups publish infor azed o Thelir
meetings.

Could I have some fzedback on this, please? Specifically, I want
£0 know:

%y If you¥re involveod with g face~towfnce grove, would you bo
willing to iest gawes {how many? how ofiexn?) and penort o sumnary of

findings?

20 Publishers: Vould you care %o run nsw games (how many?) and
report a summary of findinga?

3o Is thsre anyone inlerecsted in celrdinating thase elforizs?

For my comtribultion, ¥ promoge o usc the pazes of TALABYO to
test up to three bew or newlysreviged games, Thers will have Lo bs
the following limitations: I will only deal with ganmes that uze a2
new board; I ceannot undertake huge games regns of rulec; aznd
no press wili be permitted owing te space. I will not charge o Teo,
players need only ervange to receive TALARYD. Finally, yloyerz sheuld
agree before signing up that they will provide o svmnary of itheir
epinion of the game at the end; plavers will z2lzo be encoura £
agubmit any comments they care to make as the game gess along
for imnmediate release or for retenticn to game's end,

The player list is nov open. Also, the lizt of
games to be tested is now open. Players vwill sclect

and I will somehow arrange to supply maps and roles.
dnd finally, I will wnot run games that are beling ade
elsevhere {i.e, Youngstown, otcel.

Becauee this magazine, and its games, will run on roughly a monihly
:.achedula5 players from overssas are welccmed, Howaver, postage ger
issue is 62¢., I'11 conprowise the cosis with you, but voulll stildl
have to pay more; for overseas air delivery, the sub rate will have
to be double the surface rate. (For fhose tvading by surface, your
cost will be staudard sub rate plus continuvation of irade.) IFaiv?
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WORLD VARIANT ASSH.: Some time ag0o, a5 a soparate mailing from this,

T sent out = twoopage ‘reorganisation' shecet deaigned to get the WVA
back alive. Response has been generally positive and good. A synthesis
of most of the comments con this proposal goes iike this:

4. The WVA ghould be informal, not fetiered with constituiioans and
bylavs and interminable elections and referonda.

2o There should be a chairperscn, more for case of zdministration
than anything else. I sugpgested myself as chairperscn, and TALABWO to
be the Associaticn publication, Objections were not made (except as
below), so I presume that if I anncunce that TALABKC is now the jour al
of the WVA and I am WVA Chairman, ncbody will hate me? If you object,
rleace speak up. Please also provide an alternative,

3- I sugpested that there be 2 method whereby new members mijght
be excluded by vote of the original menbers. This met with consgiderable
disfavour, and I see the point, £o it zeems that anybedy may Join as
long ap they kick in dues.

L. There shculd be a treasurer, and reasonable dues 10 cover the
costs of the WVA projects. No volunteers have come forward as Treasuror
(I £latly refuss to take the job or to handle WVA fuands at all). liick?
Cal? Anybody wanna volunteer? As to dues, I suggeest five deollars
year. Comments? (At this point it locks as if we will wind up with
about twenty members. TFurther, I'll pay the cosisc of TALAEWC for nou.
80 the dues won't need to be diverted fer that. On that baesis, is
five dellars too much? Too little?)

The various WVA projects talked about will continue iz the regular
text of the issue,
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Now - there was one semi-dissenting voice to the WVA proposal,
particularly in terms of making me Chiof Honcho and TALABYO the journal.
Ken St.Andre suggests that we have an informal, »otatin; chairmanship,
tith publication of material by any member at any time the member has
anything o print « rather like an APA cystem (APA = Amatour Press Assn,,

a device primarily used in ecience-fiction fan circles where the pabli-
cation of copiss of a journal roiates among the wvaricus APA meumbersl.

It’s a reasonable ideas, but I fear it won't work, becauvse of %the probicom

of unrelisble ascheduling. There's no reason at all why varicus WVA menbers
can't go ahead and print whatever they like at sny time - Hazitley Patterscn
is already doing g0, mee later this issue - but it seens to me that, with
several oagolng projecte requiring steady progress aznd continviiy, one
central voice is quite desirable. I don't especially care whether TALABLO
or sone other journal is that voice {nobody else wolunteered), but tha
principle of a focal point strikes me as useful., Without 2ty "publiczizcn

once,s
Conments?

Also, Elmer Iiinton has offered a form of counter-proposal to the
eatire WVA scheme: He suggests we incorporate the group into the alreadys
existing GPA (Gamesmasters® Publishers iBBR, ), which Zlmer runs. I'm not
clear on just what GPA is, in depth; I know it is very nsw and untested,
dabbles in hobby politics, offers a temporary printing service 4o gamess
masters whose own facilities are temporarily out of ordery; and deals in
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& much wider spectrum of pcatal ganing thar just Diplommcy varianis.
Beyond that, I°m neot at all sure what CGPA is.

But even on thig linmited nw,; 3; L demur. Ths part about poliitics
balks me, but that's easily solved and rather minor, Beyend that, tho
fact that GPA is established is irrelevant; go iz WVWA, 3i's just been
slightly dormant. Alsc, X think there's guiic a bii more name identi
to WVA than to GPA {which reminds me, Ken St.Andre alsc cuggested a chang
of name, inasmuch as “WVA" isn’t precicely accurais zand sounds a bit pompo:
anyways I disagree, but if you'd rather go with scme other tiile ~ or neca
at all - fine., Ken suggests "Peagnins!), and finally, sthe facit thai YV
is intended as an extromely specialized group is «il to ay iiking: I
really don't want £o get involved in.s breader-spceeirum crganiseiion.
{If one of us vants to do so; that's fine, but why liznk WY¥A to 1:?)

Well, theroe are ny prejudicial coaments. In the gpizif of act
voting endlessly on everythiag, I'm 4oing to docres (hah!) thal YA
ig the nams end will be the group, unto iiself. If people uwrite o
re and tell me I shouldn't have done that, T°13 guickly back douwn.

WVA potential members: Jin Hymes, Der alderzon, Hariley Patterszon,
Ken Stoindre, Jim Peters, Csl VWhite, harc in Jantae-Polegyaski, Fre?
Davies, Walter Luc Haes, Richard Walkerdins, John Leeder, Ferkin Dorle
{haver’t heard from Ferkin, but he keep& prianting *WVA' ciop bis
mastheads), Eimer Hinton, Dick Vedder, Der Gayvey, CGeorge Phillies,
Decline to joim: Strvart Daggery Leow Pulsipher. {Both, however,
indicate they will kick in the occagional tunpence~worth.) Ne% heard
from: Laurence Gillespic, Greg Costikyan, Dave Kodleocek, Lavry Dunning,
KHick Bullocke. Of ¢his imtter group, I am almost ceriain that Cosiilkyan
and Kadlecek won't bz interested, so I'm dropping thenm Zrom the list,
Dunning has indicated in print that he doesn's care to join, bul Itn
vaiting for a reply to a recont leiier before I cccont that oo final,
Gillespie, no idem., Bullock, I think, is rather angry wiith ne - guite
Justifiably, I mlght add - over some problems ftuo years ago. co wolll

bave to sse,

¥VA is in gession. Onward. ({Arny suzgpesticns for ney menbors o-
invitees?)

BmneooX just thought of some more: Gil leiger, John Piggoti and
fxe Jomsson. Lettors will be lsaving shozrtly.

HANDBOCK AND VARIANT DESCRIPTIONS: ZILots of comfusmion here, so leils
try a synthesis.

Firat of all, Hartley Patterson is once again publighing his
newsletter *The Darien Settlement,? which is eminenily worthwhile to
all interested in the subject of variants, Hariley is at !Finc} heg, "

7 Cambridge Road, Beaconsfield, Bucks., UK HP9 iiW. Secnd him an cathi,
reply ccupon or two £or a copy.

In °Darien® #h, Hartley takes up the subject of a variant hardbook,
He mentions that NGC is supposedly working on one, and oo is the UK.

professional nugezine ‘Games and Puzzles.,’ There is 2lso one okLher
similar project which I°'m not at liberty tc reveal, but suffice it to
say thet there's a lot of interest in the idea.

Variant descriptions - a compeadium of capsule summazi
known varlants - is quite another *hnngq but work cn both n:
intarsect quife appreciably. 50 hers’is the status of %he :
nows
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1. Hartley says that unless goumeonc else is alroazdy t work cn
handbock, he will take over and geit one goimg. VWell, WVA Ig hawrd
work, but I see no reason why this should freceze Hariley out; in facb,
all the better. Hartley, you are {as if I had such pcwc“') upno*nﬁe&
Handbook CoBrdinator. Take it away in 'Darien.®

2. Assuming we don't run into gross bickering, threc WYA people -
Cal White, Jim Hymas and I ~ have each agreed to peny up $20. {roughly
35 pounds apiece < oops, I comverted the wrong way, mske that 12 pounds)

éx 3t

r-’
['J

to finance a handbook., Ripght here, I°d betler prict tyo addre
Cal White, 9 Turnberry Avenus, Toronio, Ontario, Canada MGH 1P6.
James Hymas, 250 Glen lanor Drive, Toronto ULHE 2¥1.

3. Lew Pulsipher acts as the voice of doom iz these diccussions.

He says that, in his visw, based on the past sales of va“*ant hangbocks
and packages, and the player handbooks issued by IDA, sales of ony ney
handbook in any form are likely to be weak, I tsnd to ggree, but I
also tend to be willing to try one and see what hagyens. However, I
think we'd better not get too massive (= expeusivel a preoject iato our
teoth, %cos if it doesn't work we'd hate to lose cur ghiris, trousers,
shoes and gold fillings all at once.

Hartley®’s brief idea in 'Darion’ is a handbook cof about fivo major
variants, including waps, rules, and presunably some ariicles and commsni-
arys He suggests as candidmtes for inclusion Abstracticn, Atlantica,
Youngetown, hercator ard a space arnd Tolkien additicn.

Generally, I like Hartley®s possible inclusicns. For Tolkion, I
recommend Hartley's own *Downfall.’ For a space gane. et Pulsipher
decide, that's hie field of expertisc. Youngstown okay as lorg o5
it's Walkerdine's versiocn, Fercator domn right! Atlantica and Abstractien
good posgsibilities, Other ideas: Ciine QuMan, Digdokhi.V, 1885,

Hyborean Dip,, Gesta Danorum,

ko Jim, Cal and I are gomewhat thinking along tke lines of printing
up, in one or several volume(s), little summary descriptions {546 to a
page, photoereduced) of all known varianis. And that's vhat the sixty
bucks is for, officially. DBut this project has some serisus probless.

We hava lots of interesied peopie (most of the ‘yes-oneWY4As 1izt have
indicated they'll help), but whers in the hell are we foing to gei all
the variants to review? Try though I might, I cannot answer this probienm,
There are rather more than 200 variante which have been played postally -
God knows how ciany nore which have not « and of these, not more than helif
Gf that) can be gotten to through *usual channels,® c.g. Liplomacy World,
our own ccllections, collections of non=UVA people who will coniribute,
etco Where do we get the rest? The wariant baenks have thsm, which
effectively means Walter Luc Haae, but that's a heck of a lot of phoic-
copying for him and a lot of money for us.

The best idem I°ve come up with is that we start at the fop and
work down in stages. First,; we accunulate all the varisnic we can.

Next, we arrange to have one or more of us receive any new variants
that come up in future, Then we start compiling the capsules, and
issue them in installmentss whenever we get, say, 30 completed,; wue
announce them and print. Loose-leaf format plus a cumulative index
will take care of library problems., and the new numbering sysiem (sso
on) will make it a snap-

And then, slowly, &s interest is gauged from resulis and time/monecy
allow, we start delving into the obascure ones, asking for donations
of archive copies whenever possible,
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The most sericus flaw in this proposal s that the later voluzen will
be the leaet interesting. Good ney varienis will help coupensate, but in
general the strong {popular) variants will have ccms first, and tho long-
forzotten obscurities will all come torether last.

5s Kow for a quick suomnary of By idgazs o 211l this.a ! Fivet, I pronose
that I take nyself oui of a leadership role in the Handbook nrog ct, main-
3y bacause I can’t do everything, and also because thero are at least three
{and undoubdbtedly mors) superbly-gnalified peoplie haxd at work - Hartley.
Cal and Jim Eypas. (Yell, ii’*s that Jim is so commsn a name that I
thought it wise to use purnames....how abont Jim The Scot? =« oh hell,

I shouldn®t have menticaned that, dﬁ“ ley wiil have a wse Titl) Let

Hartley cobrdinate it in ’Darien,’ and let Cal (with his ‘Janus') and
Jdim (with *Der Fliegende Hollinder') do it. You still have my twenty
slams, and I have every intention of being active; I just ain't gonpa
xun the show. If you guys will keep mo supplied with progress zeporis

and commentary, I°ll tess it in hsreo
And for the variant reviews, Y'm going to aglk Dan ifliderson - yho
has expreassed &n immcnse interest in the subject; and whe iz 2 hell of
a workhorsé when he gets going - to lead the way. For the momsnt {until
I hsar further from Dan, who may not be in a positicn to publish o
get as active as I think he®d like to be). send compments o me -
ticularly, let me know how you feel about tho cowments I made above on
getting all the paterial together end issuing if in installmenis.
puch of the material wa compile for this project will get :ntc uzpluracy
World, either thrcugh Pulshipher's or oy writings for f-“i
To that extent, we can easily repvrint vhat comes oul of thes ce

Enoughe Is there any majo~ disagreement wiih all of this?

GAME CPESNINGS JCURKWAL. Response fay cu”mble, but gparse, I'n haviag
trouble getting data to input into the thinz, co I'm azking all interested
parties to undertake doing me a favour: Will ezch o ou reaqing this
(in liorth imerica), who iz interested in the gubject. sit down »ight now
and make a 1list of all variant openings knowa to you? I'11 conmpils it
into the first issue of the gano cpenings newasleiter and send it to all
potentially intrezted parties.

There seema to be a concensus that such 3 publication is not needed
in the UK. 1I%ve written to Pete Swamson, who publishes something along
these lines,to get his opinion., Aleo, Richard VWalkerdine has agreed o
distribute any UK edition of such list. Maybe the answer to a1l of this
is a big ad in Diplomacy World -~ how about I gtop this drivel for th
mopent and Tashion such an ad, and firs it to Wali?

This pr.-ject deferred until next issue, wherein i% will kit the fan
in big time. Thanks to all who commented, especially Richard Yers who
is plugging n2 iz his own publication (the one with the Ruszizn titlo)d.

by

FLASH BULL:IN: Larry Dunniag of Australia has agreed to join WV¥A, thourh
he hasn®t & lot of timo to spend, Ouc more! Thanks, buddy! Laryy also
expresses interest in playtesting, but that’s a silly thing foz him to

say inasouch as he and his megazire (Tau Coti, = superb general pestal
gaminz journal) are about the most active playtesters anywhere on earth.
Next, I think I°11 appoint Larry Custodian of the St.Andre numbers, for
postal Tuonels and Trolls varianisscce




