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Finally released !!! |
The PBM Science fiction game you have been waiting for:

MAGIC

'Any sufliciently advanced technology is indistinguishable from magic.'

The new science fiction, computer—moderated, play—-by-mail
game of space exploration, alien contact, conquest
and adventure by Peter Mackay.

Playtested by more then 90 playtesters. Two Years in the making.

You are the ruler of a space empire. How you deploy your resources and talents is up to

you. Power, riches and glory await you. Your aims are self-determined and sell—monitored.

Military Warloard , Merchant Prince, Pirate Lord, Master Diplomal, Information Broker,
Revolutionary : it's up to you.

There are no sel victory conditions, but all players are graded against each other in
regards to Military Power, Economic Development and Technological advancement.

There are 95 players in each game. The game is processed fortnightly, by Lhe computer,
acting on the most recent orders for each possession. Income-producing and other
activities continue fortnightly, regardless of order submission. This system enables those
players who are not able to submii frequent Lurns Lo compele with those who are.

COSTS: $4.50 Per Move submitted, processed and dispatched.
$2.50 Il no turn is submitted and a response printout is
generated ( includes all messages updales)
$1.00 If no turn is submilied and no response move is
generated.
Note: Costs are not curnulative.

——— e —— —— —— —_————

Please send me the rules, Find enclosed $3.50

OR .

Sign me up straight away. Please find enclosed 310 for rules setup and first move.
NAME Phone..............
ADDRESS: Post Code...........

SEND REPLY and make monies payable to P.B.M. Magic
' P.O. Box 484
Lutwyche, 4030.
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Guess what, I filnally bought 3 manual for the word processing program |
use «with the zine. Along with other things, it gave full instructioas for

using the spelling checker program and mail merge utility that [ also
discovered I had. A result of this is a different, more controlled format
used in this issue.

A rearrangement of certain programable features means that I can now add
super and subscripts, even though it is by an indirect method. Hopefully,
after its been photocopied, it won’t lock like some obscure blob. This
issue i: photocopied on a Minolta which gives the best results. I have no
idea what the next issve will ke printed oa, &3 I may ac longer be in
Perth, but down at Albany.

A3 of writing T still don’t Know whether or not I’ve obtained a pesition
of Regional Hardware Coatroller at the Albany cffice. 3Such 4 positicen
would be a major step for me, Not only would I be in a positicn which
would pay twice my current pay, but the move to Albany would get me out
from home. 1’°d have some experience at living on my own (something I lack
at the moment) before I trot off to Europe. till, best not to count my
chickens before they hatch.

I didn*t win GUFF. Irwin Hirsch did and I’'m glad he did. I have the
feeling that the trip report he’ll write will be interesting to say the
least, if Larrikinis anything to judge by.

Lots of letters this issue. Not surprising considering the content of
the last issue. There is a fine art to editing LOCs. If you cut toeo much
from the letter, you lose content and meaning. If you cut too little, it
doesn't louk edited at all. Another practice is chopping the letter linto
bits and putting the bits under subject headings. [ was tempted to do this
however I feel that this can be just as bad as misquoting or quoting out
of context. the truth is I guess, that [ do this just as much any other
faned. It seems an inevitable part of a loc column. The difference I hope
you will notice, is that I tell you about it.
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GAME Dz : AUTUMN 1906 : FRENCH MILITARY DRUNK AGAIN!
FRANCE ENGLAND
Krnbrg Ferstat
A:Mun s A:Tyr A:Ven Tus
A:Boh-Vie A:Liv s A:Stp-Mos :
A:Gal-Vie A:Pru-War
A:Tyr s A:Mug=Boh A:War-Ukr RUSSIA AUSTRIA
A:Ven Tri# A:StP-Mos Harvey Nicholls
A:Nap 5 F:108-3Apy F:SKA-NTH - A:Apu-Ven
(F)I0S stand F:BAR stand A:Mos stand A:Bud-Gal
F:TYS-Rom F:GOB stand A:Smy-Arnm A:Tri s A:Apu-Ven
F :GOL-WMS F:BAS stand A:Con-Bul A:Bul-Gre
F:Tun-10S F:NTH-HEL F:Rum s A:Con F:Gre-Alb
-Bul
A:Pie-Ven A:Lon stand A:Sev s A:Mos BA:Vie s A:Bud-Gal
CONTROL
F:Bre Par Mar Spa Por Bel Mun Tun Nap
Rom = 10 - 11 = =1
E:Lon Edi Lpl Swe Den Nor Hol Kie Ber
War StP = 11 - 10 = +1
R:Mos Sev Rum Ank Smy Con Bul = 7 = 5 = +2
A:Tri Vie Bud Ser Gre Ven = 6 - 6= 0

+ PRESS

As I sit here writing this dispatch I can hear the thunder of the opening
barrage of massed French Artillery. The barrage is smashing down hundreds
of Kkilometers along the borders of Trieste, Vienna and Budapest laying
waste to the beautiful Austrian valleys. Way down in the south of Italy a
similar drama is being played out even as I sit here now.

Our infantry is crouching down in their trenches all keyed up and ready
to go over the top. In the distance is I can see the mighty explosions and
the horizeon 1is alive wlth fire leaping up into the sky. The Austrian
Infantry must be being slaughtered in their thousands. Surely they won’t
be able to hold out for long. The whistles blow and our brave boys burst
forth out of their trenches and ear deafening yells and screams and rush
forward to the attack. So far the Austrians have not been returning fire
as our boys advance under cover of the barrage. They roll across the
valley in a huge wave and as they near the Austrian positions the barrage
lifts and then comes crashing down again across the Austrian rear lines,.
Qur men now surge across the first trenches and mow down the pitifully few
stunned defenders, many of whom are already taken prisoner.

Wwhere will it end? How will the attack go? Only time will tell?

SWISS TIMES EXTRA!

LITCHENSTEIN: A great military scandal was revealed today when It was
found that high level French officers had been drunk while on duty. While
in such an inebriated state, they ordered French Artillery to fire on
their own troops and then have other troops attack those positions! The
resulting confusion caused total chaos and disorder along the French-

“+
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Austrian front. Forces In Munich failed to attack positlons lu Bohemla,
mainly because it was already occupied by French forces. Venice was lost
to the Austrians by a comblination of misplaced artillery, wrong attacks
and a daring breakout by the Austrian Army that had been trapped in the
Apulian peninsula. Vienna resisted French attacks which were poorly coor-
dinated. )

SOPHIA: Russlian forces have occupied the country of Bulgaria. Due to the

ettt h et tutintdutoinlinfefdehulafteininliibi +confusion caused by
lGAME: ‘the withdrawal of
s EF tAustrian forces

rearlier, it is not

‘known if this is to be
ta permanent situation.
rAustrian Armies were
iwithdrawn earlier to
licounter a threatened

iFrench invasion of
‘Greece. When the
iinvasion failed to

leventuate (as it s
‘believed the order to
‘the Admiral of the
tlonion fleet to invade
iwas sent via slowboat

ito china) it is
rexpected that the
‘Austrian Armies may
ireturn, though o
‘comment was issued by
i the Russian or

4{rtAustrian governments.

+
GAME D2 : WINTER 1906 : FRENCH MILITARY DRUNK AGAIN!
FRANCE ENGLAND AUSTRIA EUSSIA
Krnbrg Ferstat Nichells Harvey
[{F:WMS]
A:Nap A:Lon
4:Gal A:StP
A:Boh A:Liv
A:Mun A:Ukr
A:Tyr A:War A:Gre
B:Pie F:B&AR L:Vie A:Mos
A:Tus F:BAS A:Bud A:Sev
F:Rom F:GOB- 4:Tri L:Arm
F:Tun F:NTH A:Ven A:Bul
F:108 F:HEL F:Alb F:Rum
F:Lpl
+ PRESS +

Due to last Autumns drunkrn orgies the French high command 1is being
drastically reorganised. The gengral staff blame the typling pool for hash-
ing up otherwise brilliant orders but a spokeswoman for the typing pool
blames it all on confusion amounst the Generals.

Acting swiftly the President of France ordered the arrest cof both the
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entlre General staff and the typing pool and had the lot shot. The only
person to escape was the tea & coffee lady who (having her ear to the
ground) was last seen scooting downhill to her trolley screaming as her
ear (3till to the ground) was being worn away on the rough cobbled road.
The french President 1is currently rumoured to be abroad 1in London
seeking the secondment of several British Generals who having proved their

brilliance, could be very useful to the Anglo-French cause. The General

staff is also expected to be bolstered by several Austrlan Generals
should be avallable just after the next spring.

All frenchmen
correspondent at

from Venice. Unfortunately however he failed to launder his underwear and
is currently in hospital suffering from unmentionable diseases caused by
means we probably wont have any

unclean habits.

Luckily

will be

relieved to hear that last months special

the front was not shot in the rout of the fourth

this

dispatches from the front until next spring!

GAME D2 SPRING : THE PRESS GOES ON!
FRANCE ENGLAND RUSSIA AUSTRIA
Krnbrg Ferstat Harvey Nicholls
-NMR !~
A:TyrzTri A:Ukr-Sev A:Mos stand# A:Vie stand#
A:Gal s A:Boh-Vie F:GOB-BAS F:Rum=Sey A:Ven__ " __#
A:Boh-Vie F:Lpl-IRS A:Arm s F:Rum-Sev A:Tri "
A:Pie s A:Tus-Ven F:NTH-ENC A:Sev-Run A:Gre "
A:Tus-Ven F:HEL-Hel A:Bul s A:Sev-Rum F:Alb -
A:Nap-Apu F:BAR-NWG A:Bud -
A:Mun-Ruh A:Lon stand RETREATS
F:Rom-Nap A:StP-Mos =======z=
F:Tun-108 A:Liv-Pru A:Vie-0OTB
F:I03-AES A:War s A:Stp~Mos A:Ven-0TB
F:BAS-Kie A:Mos-Liv
GAME D2 : AUTUMN ALL HAIL THE SERBIAN FLEET!
FRANCE ENGLAND RUSSIA AUSTRIA
Krnbrg Ferstat Harvey Nicholls
NMR'!
A:Vie s A:Gal-Bud F:IRS-MAO A:Liv-StP
A:Gal-Bud F:GOB~BAS F:Rum-Sev
A:Tyr s A:Ven-Tri F:ENC c A:Lon-Bre A:Arm s A:Sev A:Tri_Stands
AiRuh-Bel F:Hol-Bel A:Sev stand A:Gre -
A:Ven~Tri F:Kie Stand A:Bul s F.F:AES-Gre F:Alb -
A:Pie s A:Apu-Ven F:BAS-Den A:Bud___"___
A:Apu-Ven A :NWG-NTH RETREATS
F:Nap-TYS A:Pru-Sil ========
F:10S-Tun A:War s A:UKr-Gal A:Tri-OTB
F:AES-Gre A:Ukr-Gal A:Bud-0TB
d:Mos Stand A:Gre-Liv
CONTROL
F. Par Mar Spa Por Bel Mun Tun Nap Rom 14 ~ 10 = +2
Ven Tri Vie Bud Gre '
E. Lon Lpl Ed! Nor Swe Bre Den Hol Kie 12 = 11 = +1
Ber War Mos
A. Ser t - 1 = +0
R. Stp Sev Rum Bul Con Smy Ank - 5 = +0
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GAME D2 : WINTER 1907 : PRELUDE TO WAR

FRANCE ENGLAND RUSSIA AUSTRIA

Krnbrg Ferstat Harvey Nicholls
A:Mos

&4:Ruh A:Gal

A:Pie A:5i1

A:Ven A:War

A:Tyr A:Bre

A:Vie F:Den

A:Bud F:Kie A:Stp

A:Tri F:Hol A:Sev

F:Gre F:NTH B:Arm

F:TYS F:ENC A:Bul

F:Tun F:MAQ F:Rum F:alb

A:Par A:Lon

A:Mar
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GAME D2 : SPRING 1908 : AUSTRIA LOSES THE FLEET!

FRANCE ENGLAND RUSSIA - AUSTRIA
Krnbrg Ferstat Harvey Nicholls
NMR!
A:Par-Bre A:Mos_s_A:Gal-Ukr A:Sev-Mos (F)Alb_Stand#
A:Mar-Gas A:Lon=-Bel A:StP s A:Sev-Mos
A:Ruh s A:Tyr-Mun A:Gal=-Ukr A:Arm-Sev
A:Tyr-Mun A:S5il-Pru A:Bul~-Rum
A:Ple-Mar A:War s A:Mos F:Rum-BLA
A:Ven-Tyr A:Bre-Par RETREATS
A:Bud-Gal F:Den-Swe ===z====
A:Tri s F:Gre-Alb F:Kie Stand F:A1b-0OTB
F:TYS-WMS F:Hol s A:Lon-Bel
F:Tun-NAf F:NTH-Nor
F:Gre-Alb F:ENC ¢ A:Lon-Bel

A:Vie s A:Bud-Gal F:MAO-Por

+PRESS+

Russian High Com#and, still resting from their latest successes, promised
an end to British Imperial Domination for all time. Renaming the Northern
Army as the Army of Liberation (pronounced FREEDOM) Commander Vladanmir
Potlanski <(hero of the seige of Moscow) promised an end to British
Imperial Domination.

Prayers are presently being offered in all shrines for the miracle, and
help from the French, which will lead to the end of British Imperial
Domination.

Viva la French, viva la end of British Imperial Domination.

GAME D2 : AUTUMN 1908 : ENGLAND & FRANCE PUSSYFOOT ABOUT

FRANCE ENGLAND RUSSIA

Krnbrg Ferstat Harvey
A:Vie-Gal F:ENC-MAO A:StP-Mos
A:Gal-Sil F:Por s F:ENC-MAQ A:Sev s A:StP-Mos
A:Mun-Ber A:Bre_stand# A:Rum=-Ukr
A:Tyr-Beh A:Bel " F:BLA s A:Sev
A:Tri-Ser A:Kie - A:Arm s A:Sev
A:Mar-Bur F:Hol s F:Kie
A:Ruh s A:Mar-Bur F:Swe-Fin RETREATS
A:Par-Bre A:Mos=3tP ==ss=s=s

A:Gas s A:Par-Bre F:Nor s A:Mos-StP A:Bre-Pic
F:WMS s F:Naf-MAO A:Pru-Liv

E:NAf-MAQ AiUkr=Mos

F:Alb-108 A:War_s_A:Ukr-Mos
CONTROL

F. Par Mar Spa Bre Ber Mun Tun Nap Rom 15 - 12 = +2
Ven Tri Vie Bud Gre Ser

E. Lon Lpl Edi Nor Swe Por Den Hol Kie 12 - 12 = 40
Bel War Mos

R. Stp Sev Rum Bul Con Smy Ank 7~ 5 =40

-------------------------------- + PRESS #=ve==cocmmccmcccmmmceacaemra—
Commander Vladimir Potlanskli was today replaced by his son Commander
Valdimir Potlanski. Potlanski was compulsoraly retired by the Army after
his fallure to recapture Moscow. Promising an end to foreign domination of
internal trade markets Commander Potlanski vowed to carry the fight home
(though to whose home its presently unknown).

The revitalised French high command having benefited from the recent
English assistance in stationing advisors in Brest have now requested
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those advisors to leave as they are no longer required. A suitably sized
delegation of Army & Navy personel are now moving to embrace their former
allles and give them a suitable send off.

e e eyt deeelendes ek + The French high
me: . . rcommand has benefitted
Gpnﬂmrégzag ito such an extent that
o they have been able to

: isend their own

1 "advisors® to assist
ithe English in extri-
icating themselves from
Fithe horrible mess they
+seem to have «created
i in their relatliens
iwith the Russian
i forces. The Russians
thave long been reques-
ivting the English to

ireturn home but
ihaven’t (until now)
ibeen able to
icompletely convince

ithem that the Russian
-~ forces are up to the
I task of defending
itheir own homeland.
“I"However, reliable re-
iperts suggest that the
renglish forces have
ibeen severely demora-
+]lised bya recent surge
in the number of demonstrators carrying placards such as "POMMY GO HOME™ &
"RUSSIA for RUSSIANS®, “FRANCE FOR FROGS", "ENGLAND FOR RUSSIA/FRANCE" et
cetera.,

A disinterested observer would note that the military situation of the
English force is becoming more and more precarious as the french & russian
forces manouvre into position. The thin red line seems to be stretching to
breaking point. Will it snap? Only time will tell (BUT I THINK 80)

s mME BE B mw PE am gy BE ae BT EE RS ee =S e Ems mm o wW e BME EE YT Bw &

GAME D2 : WINTER 1908 : FRANCE PUMPS U?

FRANCE ENGLAND RUSSIA
Krnbrg Ferstat Harvey
A:Bre A:Pic

A:Gas A:Bel

A:Bur F:Hol

A:Ruh F:Kie

A:Ber A:War

A:Sil A:Liv

A:Boh A:Mos

A:Gal A:Ukr A:Sev

A:Ser F:Fin B:Arm

F:108 F:Nor F:BLA

F:WMS F:Por L:Rum

F:NAf F:ENC . A:5tP

A:Par

F:Mar



GAME D2 : SPRING 1909 : THE GREAT BRITISH LAND DISASTER!

FRANCE ENGLAND RUSSIA
Krnbrg Ferstat Harvey
F:NAf-MAOQ__ F:Nor s F:Fin-StP(sc) A:Arm s A:Sev
F:WMS s F:NAf-MAQ F:Fin-3tP{(s¢c) F:BLA s A:Sev
F:Mar-Spa(sc) A:Liv s A:War A:Sev 5 A:StP-Mos
A:Gas s F:Mar~Spa(sc)A:Mos_s_A:UKkr# A:StP-Mos
A:Bre s A:Par-Pic A:War_s_A:Ukr A:Rum-Ukr
A:Par-Pic A:Ukr_s_A:War#
A:Bur s A:Par-Pic F:Ber Stand(nsu) RETREATS
A:Ruh_=-_Bel (F)Kie Stand Sz====zz
A:Ber-Kie E:Hol 5 F:Ber A:Mos-0OTB
A:Sil-War A:Bel s _A:Pic A:Ukr-0OTB
A:Boh-Mun A:Pic_s_A:Bel# A:Pic-0TB
A:Gal s R.A:Rum-Ukr F:ENC s F:Por-MAQ
A:Ser-Bud F:Por-MAQ
F:105-Gre

+PREGS+

The thin red line has cracked and is beginning to break up. The Russian
bear is very hungry for a piece of the British lions aass. We are all
assured of a very interesting year in the east. Commander Valdimir
Potlanski vows to liberate mother Russla.

Meanwhile the French High Command is Jubilant at having been able to
convince the English “"advisors®”™ to leave Brest. However no effort will be
spared until the last English have left French soil, We expect to see
large scale dessertions amoungst the extremely demoralised English troops.

D
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GAME M1 - SPRING 1454 : OPENING MOVES
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FAMINE IN: A good year, no famine!

- e EE em e A W G W SR W e M D W WD M SE W MR G R G M G MR e S L D D M R R R R RS W e G G e M e e S SN ML S S AR ST Me G N MR R AR A w4 e S

NAPLES FRANCE VENICE PAPACY GARRISONS
é;;;;; Mumford Harvey Nelissen AUTONOMOUS

Al: A-Slo A-Tur A-Tre H

A2: H A-Pro H H

A3: A-Spo

Fi: A-GON A-WGL A-LAS A-UAS

F2: A-WTS A-UAS(nsu)

Gl: F2
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TURKS MILAN FLORENCE RETREATS
Jackson Dedman Krn’brg -NONE-
Al: A-Rag A-Pla A-Sie
A2: A-Ber S5-Sie
A3 S-A2
F1: A-I10S A-Pbo
F2: B-WMS

it R R e e k. L L L L T T R R R N ———

PLAGUE IN: A good year, no plague!
-------------------------------- + PRESS 4==recccccccmc e ccncnec s caceae
Due to technical difficulties, the 1st turns press is not available for

GAME M1 - SUMMER 1454 : NMRS PLAGUE GAME! POPE HOLIDAYS IN SUNNY FERARRA!
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NAPLES FRANCE VENICE PAPACY GARRISONS
Schmar Mumford Harvey Nelissen AUTONOMOUS
NMR!

Al: H A-Mon A-Fri A-Fer

A2: H A-Sav A-Bre H

A3: A-Aqu

Fil: H A-Cor A-Alb S-Al

F2: H A-LAG
TURKS MILAN FLORENCE RETREATS
Jackson Dedman Krn’brg -NONE~

NMR!

Al: B=Rag H B-Sie

A2: H A-Pis

A3; H

Fl1: A-BOT B-Pbo

F2: A-Sar

———————————————————————————————— + PRESS 4-----mecmmmmmcrr e -

From the DOGES PALACE
VENICE Summer 1454

Dear Milli:
Can [ suggest you guard your back. The smell of garlic sauce
seems to be coming steadily nearer,
Dogl

PS Froggi (pronounced Jean-Paul Saute)

Do you really pour garlic sauce over snails. I find it softens the
shells too much for a really satisfying ’snap crackle pop!’
Dear Pope,

Shouldn’t your fleet be going south? Not that I'm worried of
course but I do have a couple of gross ’Chinese compasses’ I can let you
have for free (sort of a benediction for the church).

Dogi

Italy for the Italians, Veniclans, Milanese... etc etc, but not Frogs,
Turks or heathens. :
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Message from the Caliphs Palace: DIE! you christlan dogs,
Signed Sultan El1 Farta IV

Some interesting events have manifested themselves in the cullinary world
in the last few months. For example the Milanese obviously perceived a
threat (Chefs are notoriously tempremental) to their stodgy northern
Italian cuisene from imported Venetian spices. It would alsc appear that
another state that seems to base its culsene on cheap red wine and wafers,
shares the Mllanese paranoia.

Meanwhile we at FOOD FRENCH continue to support (at their own request
of course!) the smaller independent states quest to cullinary greatness
(under the FOOD FRENCH head chef naturally).

New additions to the Menu for next season.

# Roast Haunch of Montferrat (with sauce of Savoy).

# Crepes a La Corsica

Signed: Jean-Paul Saute.

GAME M1 - AUTUMN 1454 : VENICE & NAPLES HEAVILY VISITED - FIRST FAMINE
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NAPLES FRANCE VENICE PAPACY GARRISGONS
Schmar Mumford Harvey Nelissen AUTONOMOQUS
NMR!
al: H B A-Cla A-Pad Sav Sal Mon
Ad2: H A-Sal H A-Urb Gen Mod Luc
A3: A-Cap Man Fer Trt
Fl: H §-TF2 A-Rag A-Fri
F2: H# A-UAS
TURKS MILAN FLORENCE RETREATS
Jackson Dedman Krn'brg
Al: B A-Cre B NF2-0TB
A2: A-Trt A-Luc
a3 S~A2
ri: A-Pal B
F2: A-WTS
_CONTROL _CLTY _AREA
N. A: Nap Slo Bar Ont Mes = 5
C: Nap Bar Mes = 3
D. A: Avi Pro Mar Swi Tur Sal Sav Mon = 8
C: Avi Mar Swi Tur = 4
V. A: Bre Ver Vic Tre Cla Ist Dal Alb = B8
C: Tre Ven Dal Alb = 4
P. A: Pat Rom Per Spo Cap Aqu Anc Urb Rga Bol Fer Pad = 13
Fri
C: Rom Per Anc Bol Pad = §
T. A: Tun Dur Rag Her Bos Pal Sar = 7
C: Tun Pal Rag Sar Dur = 5
M. A: Com Mil Pav For Pia Par Cre Ber Trt = 9
C: Pav Mil Cre = 3
F. A&: Pis Ptr Flo Are Sie Pbo Luc = 7
C: Pis Flo Are Sie Pbo = %

- AR M e e o MR R b M W W WP T SR G WE MR M G VR W mr W We W e e e g e e AR TN e e S W R eu ki BN S RN SN G S S WM MD W WE R SR SR An mw e YT — e W Am v vk a0 wm v = wm wm
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Message from the Caliphs Palace
...83arght! f@x.!?k You infidel Venetian unbeliever.
A Jihad 1{s now declared unless a withdrawal, accompanied by a written
apology AND the testicles of the Venetian Admiral are recieved {mmediate~
ly. Signed: Sultan El1 Farta 1V

From the ’letters of an Englishman Abroad’
Dear Maria,

I hope you are well and the letter reaches you. Everyone here
is so excited, there are rumours of a Papal visit all over the place.
Venice 1is really nice but with all the tourists (everyone seems to be
coming for the boat race) its getting tco expensive. Anyway l’'ve arranged
to join a merchant travelling tc Milan so will be leaving tomorrow. All
the best and give my love to Donald, if yocu haven’t already.

1ST BENEVOLENT FRENCH DICTATORSHIP :

So the Doddering Dogi smells garlic does he? Well as the positions of the
French Catering corps obviously pose no threat to the Milanese one can
only suppose that the Venician troops wandering round in confusicn are now
beginning to panic. Another example is their foray into Turkey, which may
well end up roasting them. I find the comments by the Doting Dogi
particularly offensive considering my earlier comments on the rashness of
the Milanese invasion of Bresca. Perhaps the Milanese were more perceptive
in spotting Mad Dog(ids.

As for the polite request for the Papacy to go away it’s just too
rediculous for words! THe Venitian promise of Protection to the People of
Ferarra from the Prowling Pope is further proof of the Dotty Dogi’s lack
of reliability. Signed: Jean-Paul Saute.

P.8. If I could get close enough I would show the Dogi a new use for a
snail fork involving parts of his upper and lower bowel.

From the World Heath Centre dealing with Infectious Diseases
Sexually Transmitted Diseases can kill. Not as fast as the plague or as
spectactually as Cholerra but just as finally. Soldiers, don’t carry it

home to your wife leave the woman alone, and pray twice daily.
Director: WHCDWID

To: The Dog s P lace
ven ce BAutumn 1454
Dear Doggi,

Sorry about the spelling mistakes but my typewriter seems to be
on the blink. Hang on to those ’Chinese compasses’ as I’'m sure you <could
use them to find your way out of the lagoon. Sorry about Ferrara but all
the tourist beaches near home were packed out and I needed somewhere toc go
to work on my tan. 1 like the place so much I might build luxury coaches
there. I’l1 be moving on soon anyway. I’1]1 probably be seeing you next
year sometime so0 we can discuss your sainthood then.

Yours Beatifically, The Pope.

TAH - LIKE e e INN 7= 7 ] ] -
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THE BIG DUCAT SPENDERS MAKE THEIR MOVE!
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Insta Loan!!! Anyone want a cheap
loan?? See me at the Florence City
cheeeeeaapp flnance company.

From the:
’letters of an Englishman Abroad’
Dear Mum,

Milan’s nice but with all
this famine in Turin evryone’s
hoarding thelr food. The rumour of
a French invasion isnt helping but
if they do I hope that nice
General B’Tergent (you Know, the
one we met In Paris) iIs with then.
He always had a bottle of brandy
handy. The Milanese are so uptight
about that sort of thing that I’nm
worried my suppliers will run out
and 1’11 have to drink the water
(and you Know what Mama said about
that)

Best wishes for Christmass.

1ST BENEVOLENT FRENCH DICTATORSHIP

As a Democratic Republique 1
am sure that a Papal visit to an
athiest country i{s neither wanted
or Necessary. However, I’m sure a
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secular visit to Rome can be organlsed to discuss the Popes luxury coach
tour routes,

Signed Jean-Paul Saute

15 Ille Rue de Remarque

Marseilles,

"The Francliscans are looking for a few good men, sign up today .
[GM: Er, I think a few have!] ,

Hiya Pope,
Glad you dropped by, lets hope the weather Improves. Winter is a
hell of a time to try for a tan but I know all about the tourists, if I'm
not careful Venice could start sinking under their weight.
With death threats in the coming year,
My Dear Sultan, Doggi
I had no idea you were that way inclined! Rather than just
sending you the Admirals testicles I’ve sent you the whole person, have
fun!
Doggi

é

PLAYERS INVOLVED

OPENING MOVES:

Stephen Gunnell:AUSTRIA Simon Nelson:ENGLAND Bruce Taplin:FRANCE
David Elson:TURKEY Steve Mizen:ITALY Barry El1lis:GERMANY
John Beswick:RUSSIA
CHANGES:

Stephen Gunnell resigned and was replaced by Martin Morgan as AUSTRIA.
Steve Mizen was dropped as ITALY and replaced with Danny Cennor.

Bruce Taplin resigned and was replaced by Doug Kroonenburg as FRANCE.
David Elson resigned as TURKEY and was not replaced.

SUPPLY CENTRE CONTROL BREAKDOWN
YEAR AUSTRIA ENGLAND TURKEY FRANCE ITALY  GERMANY RUSSIA NEUTRAL

Ml SR e mm e e e Pt R TS L LTI A ) -

1900 3 3 3 3 3 3 4 12
1901 5 4 4 5 3 4 5 4
1902 5 6 6 6 4 3 4 0
1903 5 9 7 8 3 2 0 -
1904 6 10 7 10 1 0 - -
1905 7 11 6 9 1 - -

1906 8 i1 4 11 0 - - -
1907 8 10 5 11 - - Ce -
1908 9 9 7 9 - - - -
1909 13 10 5 6 - - - -
1910 16 10 4 4 - - - -
1911 22 7 3 2 - - - -

In the “COMMENTS" columns accompaning the next series of maps there is a
seéction labelled "Events”. This 1lists changes in players for that year and
also 1llsts NMRs!(No Moves Rec’d) per season. For NMRs, the country that
NMR’d is listed by the first letter of its name.
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GAME:D |
WINTER O]

i COMMENTS 1901

: Rather a weak opening
ifor the west. France
i1failed to get Spain,
iItaly miswrote Autumn
imoves and Germany was
tattacked from the

Jifirst move. This made

iGermany retaliate by
‘preventing Russia from
tgaining Sweden this
iyear. The only States
‘net to miss gaining

' itheir traditional |1st

i year builds were
‘England, Austria and
i Turkey.

: Events

1 SPRING:

SUMMER

87

+AUTUMN:

 TWINTER:

1
1
[]
1
]
[}
)
L]
1
[

: COMMENTS 1902

! Germany is fully in-
tvaded by the triple
italliance of France,
tEngland and Russia. In
i the meantime Turkey
isneaks in the back
idoor via Sevastopol &
‘Rumania. An abortive
istab by Italy brings
‘war wlth France. To
ithe north England
imakes some guiet gains
rat Germany’s expense.
tRussia flnally galins
iSweden but not without
ia fight. Austria loses
iGalicia to a German
iexpedition!

: Events

:SPRING:

VAUTUMN:R,A

‘WINTER:R



COMMENTS 1903 ¢ GAME:! D

West Germany is losti

to France and England, WINER D3
but Germany survives! : ]
by invading Russia. Ani S
easy thing to do since: i {
England and Turkey! . -~ y
take over the remains.! ' ;
Russia goes under. The:
Italians try a quick:
stab but gain nothing,:
while France takes the!
centre of Tunis and:
lands in Tuscany. The.
Austrians remain the!
same. :

Events

SPRING:
AUTUMN:R,I,A,T
WINTER: 1
S.Gunnell resigns and.
M.Morgan replaces himi
as Austria. J.Beswick:
is eliminated.

- - e

COMMENTS 1904
Germany is eliminated
by England and Turkey.
Jtaly is reduced to a
Venetian city state by
france taking the rest
of 1its home <centres,.
Austria seizes Rumania
from Turkey.
Events

SPRING:I

AUTUMN:
S.Mizen Is dropped asj|
Italy which goes intol
anarchy.
WINTER:
B.Ellis is eliminated.

GAME: DI
WINTER /0%

L]
L]
]
]
3
)
"
L
]
]
]
[}
]
t

[
4
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GAME: D}
WinTER 08 EE

COMMENTS 1905

Turkey prepares for
war in Russia while In
the west England takes
Belgium from France as
France moves fleets to
the east meditteranean
and Austria takes
Bulgaria. All in one
sentence too!

Events

SPRING:Austria
AUTUMN:
WINTER:
D.Connor takes over as
Italy.

COMMENTS 1906
Italy is eliminated.
France Is now control-
ler of the SouthWest
quarter of the boarad.
England remains stable
but Turkey is divided
in two by attacks by
France and Austria.
Events

SPRING:
B.Taplin resigns from
France.
AUTUMN:
D.Kroonenburg takes
over as France.
WINTER:
D.Connor eliminated.



COMMENTS 1807 :GRME:.Dl
France takes Belgium: !
back from England. In: WINTER 07
the east Turkey fights!
back and recaptures:
Smyrna from France. To:
keep even France takes.
Greece from Austria,:
but Austria takes|
Venice in reply.

Events
SPRING:
AUTUMN:E
WINTER:E

- At mm AR am B am EE o am T e B o am MR La B oA

COMMENTS 1908 r GAME: D |
France loses all foot) .
holds in the eastern: WINTER ©%
mediterranean and also.
loses Rome to Austria.!
Turkey recovers bothi
Sevastopol & Bulgaria.
England loses Helland.
Austria has a net Iin-
crease in centres.

Events
SPRING:
AUTUMN:E
WINTER:

L}
[}
1
L]
L
L]
1
L]
1
L]
"
L}
[]
]
L}
L]
L}
(]
)
L]
1
[]
L]
L]
1
L}
L]
T
[
L
]
L]
]
)
+
L
L]
)
1}
L]
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GAMEI D)

WINTER D9

SUMMER

87

COMMENTS 1909
England makes a token
icounter attack. Turkey
iloses two of its later
igalns to Austrlia. The
isouthwest is left open
ito the Austrlans as
+France is being played
tirregularly.

H Events
1SPRING:E,T

{AUTUMN: F

‘WINTER:E,F

iD.Elson resigns and
+Turkey is in anarchy.

L]
L]
+
13

: COMMENTS 1910

i The now new Austrian
isuperstate makes more
igains this vyear in
iboth the scuthwest and
iin the northeast. The
iFrench state becomnes a
imass of imobile units
walting to be cut down
'by whoever wants then.

'y Events

+SPRING:F,E
+AUTUMN:E

+D.Krconenkburg dropped

1as France which goes
+into Anarchy.
‘WINTER:E

iS.Nelson dropped from
+England which also s
iin Anarchy. Austria is

lithe only player state

ileft {n the game.



COMMENTS 1911 H .

The only orders this:GHme'D’ .
year were from Austria: FINAL PoS!TION
so 1t was a forgone!
conclusion that this:
state would win. Only!
minor and token areas!
remain cut of austrian:
contrel. An overkill:

win.

Events :
SPRING: :
AUTUMN: :
WINTER: H
+
e — et e m e r e, e m r e m e e ——— - ————————— +
AUSTRIAN GROWTH ' GAME: D}

The map at right is a:
representation of the;
Austrian growth patten.
for the game. The 1st:
solid line indicatesi
territory controlled!
in 1901, The 2nd solid.
line (wlth bumps!) in-:
dicates the Austriani
border at the end of!
the game. Shaded areas:
were never controlled.:
A plus number is year!
gained, negative is!
year lost,

PusTrIAN GRowTH

WS
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A look at Enemy Ace.
by Kevin Patrick

Traditlonally, war has always been depicted as a harmless, graud adven-
ture in comics. Enemy soldiers would die a bicodless death, and the good

guys would always come out on top. Costumed super-herces alsc got in on
the act. Now, with one sweeping blow, these almost god-like flgures could
decimate entire regiments of troops. It must have looked like so much fun

to the readers of the time.

Such war comics first appeared in Britain and America, (the rest of the
English-speaking world would soon follow suit) during the early years of
World War two. Japanese and German soldlers were depicted as beling
horribly inhuman, murderous butchers, so that the readers could easily
distinguish between them and the clean~cut, clear-thinking American
Marine. Al best, these comics were blatantly crude pieces of propaganda.

With the coming of the Korean "police action™ in 1950, *“Nips" and
"Krauts" were exchanged in favour of "Gooks" and "Stinkin’ Commies™. The
trends established for war comics in the previous conflict were continued
intc this cone.

However, there were ohvious exceptions, these being the classic
FRONTLINE COMBAT and TWO-FISTED TALES from EC comics. War, for the first
time in comics, was portrayed in all its futility, stripped of any false
glory. The disturbing realism wasn’t to last very long. LikKke many
innovative ideas, it was short-lived, now with the introduction of the
COMICS CODE AUTHORITY in 1955. With its stringent rules as te what could,
and could not be printed, subjects like war looked even more like a game
under these sanatised conditions.

In 1964, the line of newly formed WARREN comic magazines, outside the
control of the CCA, launched a new title called BLAZING COMBAT. It was
well received by those who saw it, but distributors were reluctant to
handle the magazine, on the grounds that it contained storles of the then-
beginning Vietnam War. The comic was cancelled after four issues.

For the most part, vrealism in war comics was a definite taboo as far as
most publishers were concerned. Then sometime in the mid 1960’5 emerged a
character that was to in some small way, change this sheltered outlook.
DC’s SHOWCASE comic, 1issues 57 and 58, saw the first appearance of one
Hans Van Hammer...the Enemy Ace.

Created by long time comics author Robert Kanigher, ENEMY ACE was the
commanding officer of 3 German Luftwaffe squadron, operating ocover the
front lines of Eurcope during World War One. Flying a bloed red, triple
winged Fokker, and garbed in a billowing flying jacket and helmet, atop of
which was the flowing tail of a Josta leader, Von Hammer was visually

impressive. Indeed, he did 1look like the "angel of death" that he was
often referred as.

Though he was a highly decorated flier, with over fifty kills to his
credit, Ven Hammer was a troubled man. Tralned to kill, he abhorred the
senseless bloodshed of war. Idolised by millions, he was truly alone, his
very presence casting a chlll of fear over those around him. It was only
when he went hunting in the Black Forests that he found true companion-
ship, in the shape of a pitch black wolf.

When in the company of this beast, the reader got a glimpse into the
character of Von Hammer, as he espoused his frustrations over his role in
the sky. "The Hammer of Hell" realises that he can never have true
friends. Apart from the wolf, his only constant companion |s death, who ls
always awaiting him in the skies above,

All of this tends to give the impression that Von Hammer is devoid of
any emotion. Being the veteran of many bloody combat sorties, one would
assume that Von Hammer is accustomed to death. He is not. The sight of
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seeing his raw, fnexperienced pilots plunging earthwards, engulfed In
flames, burns an image of pain and sufferxng into his mind, an image that
cannot be easily erased.

Cn returning frcm a mission, Hans had to contend with the empty,
despairing gazes of his junior officers. He knows what they are thinking,
but he says nothing. 1t is for this reason that his comrades think that
Von Hammer i3 heartless and uncaring. Evrywhere he goes, "The Hammer of
Hell™ is reminded of his blood drenched past. That walls of his 1lliving
quarters are adorned with trophies, each one signifying a 'kill’, another
human life. *“The Human Killing machine” often found himself wondering when
his own life would be epitomised by a gleaming silver trophy.

Throughout the entire series, Robert Kanigher managed to Introduce some
incredibly bizarre characters, wused as opponents to counter Von Hammer.
Chief oamoungst these was the Hangman, a french pilot who flew a “coal-
biack Spad®, his horribly scarred face concealed by the hangman’s hood.
This vengeance obsessed pilot proved to be Von Hammer’s dealjest foe. Then
there was St, George, the British airman who was faclinated by his

legendary namesake. He wore armour on his torso and a silver knight’s
helmet. However, his insistance on honour and chivalry soon led to his
death,

s3ibly the most macarbe episode of the ENEMY ACE saga was seen in
issue 144 of 3TAR SPANGLED WAR STORIES. In a tale that was illustrated by
Neal Adams (pencils) and Joe Kubert (inks), Von Hammer was confronted by a
British air unit who donned themselves in skeleton costumes. Their skull
l1ike faces would leer at the german pilots, putting blind panic and fear
into the hearts of the younger officers. A favourite trick of this group
wa3 to tow a large kalloon, decorated with a deaths head, behind the
l2sding plane. The raw German pilcots would race off to destroy the balloon
as if answering the challenge to fight. They found out too late, that it
#33 a deadly boobytrap. the cost to Von Hammer’s squadron was devastating.
~f course, Kanigher's writing could not exist by itself. Someone, after
3ll, had to illustrate it, That someone was Joe Kubert, the comlcs master.
I'n working on ENEMY ACE, Kubert produced some of his finest art. The
reader was placed in the pllot’'s cockpit, and sent on a death-defying,
roller coaster ride across skies filled with the stench of smoke, thunder-
ing gunfire and burning flesh.

VYorr Hammer was himself delinated in the most fitting manner. The
deownturned mouth, the sunken eyess and duelling scar on the left cheek all
breught heme the lcneliness of the character that Kanigher’s writing
conld not possikly convey.

Tri=-Winged FokKers, Spads, Sopwith Camels, giant airships and sundry
other fighter planes of the time were drawn with mechanical precision,
whiie at the same time maintaining their battered, shot up appearance.
While Kubert w3z not allowed to depict the true, physical graphicity of
war, he did manage to portray conflict on this scale as being a brutal,
bloody and grim affair; a world where there was no glory, no true victors,
only death,.

BIBLIOGRAPHY-

[f you should ever get the chance, read some of the ENEMY ACE
steries, as they're well worth having. Be warned though; sometime around
iasue 151, STAR SPANGLED WAR 3TORIES began featuring both THE UNKNOWN
SCLDIER apd ENEMY ACE. In an attempt to acomodate both features (both
being illustrated by ¥ubert), ENEMY ACE then went on to feature a series
of reprints of earlier ENEMY ACE stories.

ENEMY ACE appeared in the following DC comic magazines -

SHOWCASE No.s 57, 58 and 100 (the 1978 anniversary issue)
TUR ARMY No.s 151, 1%3 and 155
STAR SPANGLED WAR STORIES No.s {38 to 161
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ABOVE: An ominous warning for ENEMY ACE

as he goes into combat, (FROM S5.S.W.S

No.138)

LEFT: Von Hammer tries to intercept the

'skull squadron' (FROM S.S.W.S. No.144)




BELOW: The first page of an explosive two=-page
aerall dog-fight sequence as drawn by Joe

Kubert. (FROM STAR SPANGLED WAR STORIES No138)
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This column, which has not been terribly regular (as it Is a year since
the 1last) alters slightly with the idea that apy film can be reviewed
independently of whether or not it is a recent release. The reason Iis
simple enough, video. No sooner do films come and go (and some never come
at all) at the cinema and driveins, than they appear in the video
libraries ready to be hired out. The advantage of this <(assuming you
possess a video, not obvious s I den’t) is that you don’t have to rely on
an off ratings seascon of TV to see an old film, you can hire 1t out
instead.

This means that you can review films a year old or more and still be
relevant, as they are still around on the video market. A mixed blessing I
giess, some films show much better on video than the bkig screen and vice
versa (see later).

There seems to be a local boom in cinemas. Many changes have occured in
Perth over the last year or so. The Picadilly was renovated in a major way
with the stalls being eliminated and making the lounge the cinema proper.
The seats were recovered and the decorative reliefs on the walls (which
appear to show a sporting event at a nudist colony) were restored. The
Hoyts Centre (which was once Cinema 2 untll they split it in two) was
increased when they discovered extra space next door where the old ROYAL
cinema used to be. The Paris (where 3D films were shown) on the other hand
disapgpeared when the arcade was renovated and has not been seen since. The
Kimberly cinema has been converted into a Chinese Movie house as has the
Savoy, despite it being a porno dive. Alsc, the Capri cinema had their
coffee shop ripped out and replaced by a second theatre. I’'ve also heard
on "the radio that Hoyts are planning to open several cinemas in the
suburbs. Is a new cinema renaissance on the way?

However, at the same time you also get less for your money. In the "old
days", you would before seeing the main feature see about 30 minutes of
shorts, Some of the shorts were more interesting than the main feature.
Other times, they were the most boring excuses ever hoisted upon a suspec-
ting public. Nowdays, you won't get this. Instead, there is about 10
minutes of adverts (including the obligatory COKE ad.) and maybe 5 minutes
of previews. Not that you didn’t get these before, but minus the short.
Deoes this mean you get more sessions? No. There is, in general, a morning,
matinee, afternoon and evening session, just as there was before. In both
cases there are exceptions. Shorts are sometimes shown at the Picadllly
and when the school holidays arrive, sessions are compressed so that the
maximum number of Care Bear and Ewok films can be shown.

Now part of the films reviewed in this issue will deal with the macho
bullshit concept of overwhelming film hero, the guy who gets things done
because, well they’re unbeatable; that championed by Arnold and Sylvester
and Chuck and... ‘

Is there a function to having this sort of film? I think there must be,
apart from making money for producers and that it must be pure fantasy
entertatnment. The Macho Bullshit films are reviewed under a heading held
by their main lead. This is because you can’t just have one macho film
with a macho film star, you’ve got to have a series. And now, as.I’m sure
ho character in the Polanski version of the play ever said,

"Lead on McDuff..."

s====z=z=z===) TAU CETI PHQENIX <=) SUMMER 87 {=) TCP:PAGE 26 (==========



il

s==========3) FILMS:ARNOLD/CHUCKIRUTGER1

ARNOLD has appeared in quite a
number of macho bullshit type films,
About the first would by Pumping
Iron which traces display bodybuild-
ing and Arnold in particular. This
was memberable for Arneld’s line
about what it’s like to be out on
stage. Apart from Cactus Jack, the
rest of Arnold’s fllms - Conan,
Conan Il, Terminator, Commando & Raw
Deal - all fall into this category.
It is with the last two that this
review deals.

COMMANDO would have to be the best
of the above films so far. A close
contender would be Terminator, how-
ever this lacks the humour of this
film. The basic plot of the film is
that Arnold plays a CIA spy expert
called Colonel Matrix whose daughter
is Kidnapped by a group that wants
him to assassinate a South American
President. Once this is established,
Arnold spends the rest of the film
getting her back. This would make a
fairly straight forward adventure
story but for two points: The main
character performs totally
incredible and unbelievable stunts
constantly throughout the film (such
as the exit from a plane taking off
or the wiping cut, single handed, of
a secret army base) and there is a
good sense (although sometimes very
wicked) of humour throughout the
film., It doesn’t matter that the
stunts are all impossible, as Arnold
carries them off in such an over-
the-tep way. The film works because
it doesn’t take it sclf seriocusly.

RAW DEAL on the other hand is a
case of miscasting. The style and
pacing of the action is more suited
to a Chuck Norris film. In this film
Arnold plays a busted FBl agent who
now works as a sherrif in a  small
country town. An old friend from the
bureau calls and makes him an offer
to get his o0ld job back, if he will
InfiTtrate a local crime group. For
most of the film Arnold does this,
but in this section the plot and
action leads nowhere. Finally, when
his frlend s shot down and his
cover blown, Arnold decides to go in
and wipe ocut the gang, something he
could have down at the start. There
are minor subplots that add little
to the film. The problem is, that
Arnold Is underused in this film. It

> TAU CETI PHOENIX <=> SUMMER

was more suited to Chuck...

Speaking of which, CHUCK has
appeared in two films recently. The
first s Delte Force, the second
Invasion: USA. Chuck, as you Know,
was the original macho bullshit hero
and appeared Iin numercus fllms of
this 1ilk. An average actor, Chuck
made his name for the kung-fu style
action that he mastered. Recently
hewever he has been trying to change
his image.

DELTA FORCE starts with a
reasonable premise. Terrorists have
hijacked a planelcocad of Americans
and flown them to Beirut. The Delta
Force 1is a special commando group
headed by Lee Marvin put together
just for such cccaslons. Chuck is a

retired member of the group whe Is
convinced to help rescue the hos-
tages. All this is OK and for the
first two thirds of the film the
action 1is ©believable. Thereafter,
everything gets out of hand and
realism goes cut the window. This

would not normally be a problem with
this sort of {ilm, but the audience
hhas been led to expect that the film
is realistic, and then it turns out
to be a cliche ridden exercise in
fantasy. As a result, I can’t reco-
mend it at all. You would be better
served by his earlier films. Because
I was dissappointed by this film, I
avoided INVASION: USA and so can’t
report on it.

RUTGER is a3 newcomer in this area
and is best Kknow for his roles in
Lady Hawk and Bladerunner. In the
iast year he has also starred in two
films that fall into this category.
These are Flesh & Blood and The
Hitcher.

FLESH & BLOOD is a <c¢lassic war
film. It covers the renalssance
period in Northern Italy / France
and chonicles the downfall of a
mercenary company led by one Martin,
who is played by Rutger. The company
is betrayed by the lord who hires
them and their Commander (played by
Jack Thompson? after the capture of
a city. Martln leads the angry and
desperate group who seek to survive
and gain revenge. In the process
they become bandits and capture (and
rape) the betrothed of the son of
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the
group

lord who betrayed them. The
captures a castle and after
several attempts to recapture it
they are defeated by the cunning of
their ex-Commander. The film is full
of wviclence, physical and sexual,
death and intrigue as vartiocus
characters attempt to survive in
this world. There are no heroes in
this film, only survivors. This
would make a good double feature
with Lady Hawki: but it should be
sheown second.

THE HITCHER 1s a film
obsessions and nightmares.
plays the role of a serial killer
travelling around America and Texas
in particular. The film starts when
he is picked up by a youth and then
follows the relationship between the
two. The hitcher constantly sets the
youth up in a series of murders
where it appears the youth is the
culprit., The result is a nightmare
for the youth. Everyone he befriends
cr ccnvinces is Killed before he can
prove anything. This is a film where
everything gets progressively worse.
Trere is a failed rescue scene that
is most disturbing and the ending
isn’t a happy one. Recommended for
horraor addicts.

about
Rutger

ALTENS is an unusual entry in this
category. It has obvious elements
that almost make it a macho bullshit

film, but also has
elements that prevent this.
The storyline follcws on from the
firzt  film in that Ripley (who with
the cot Jones are the c¢cnly survivors
from the first film) is picked up by

redeeming

a salvage team and revived. She
still has to face the past and the
traumatic experiences that to her
happened a short time ago (50 odd

years have passed while she was in
suspended animation). Add to thlis
the fact that the company she works
for doesn’t believe her story and
heolds her personally responsible for

the destruction of the Nostromo,
then her situation 1s not a happy
one .

ler break comes when a colony
estakbllshed on the moon where the

mothership is, breaks communication.
She is sent back as one of two com-
pany advisors with a group of Space
Marines toc investigate the colony.

::::::::::)
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The bottom line about this film i3
that it is an excuse to see Aliens
against proper weaponry, instead of
unarmed civillans. This places the
film in the macho bullshit category.
However, the redeeming feature of
this 1i{s that it alsc has a decent
storyline. Ripley has the chance to
face and congquer her fears and it is
worth seeing for thils. In many ways
the plot ls very close to the orlgi-

nal. You can substitute Newt for
Jones (a girl for a cat), one self-
destruct sequence for another and
the final battle occurs in an air-
lock just like the original. How~
ever, other situations are not
copied from the —first film. The
Android in this film is not the
villain. The Marines (who are all

full cof themselves) are almost wiped
out by their own gung-ho. Only thoze

who don’t overestimate the Allens
(such as Ripley and Newt) or panic,
survive.

There are some glaring flaws in
the military background and
procedure depicted In the film. The
style presented {s VIETNAM, even

down to the slang. The most glaring
military mistakes are:

a)l Leaving no one on board the
command ship (though this {5 the
same procedure as seen in the first
film) when going planetside,

b) Not securing the drop
from attack.

c) Why hadn’t a full plan of the

ship

colony been supplied before the
expedition was sent?

Without further knowledge of
standard drop procedure and exactly
what the crew were expecting (what
is a "bug-hunt®"?) it is difficult to
argue on these points. Also, the
final confrontation scene where
Ripley faces the Allen Gueen and

says “Leave her alone you Bitch!" is

almost comical despite it be ing
serious.
Despite these flaws, I felt that

ALIENS was a good film. The plotting
like the orliglnal is tight and few
scenes are wasted. As In the first

film, all the characters are flawed,
but this adds, not detract from it.
A worthy sequel, however I, hope
there is no 3rd film.
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ENEMY MINE

This doesn’t really fit into the
macho bullshit category, hewever |t
is advantageous to review 1t here.
This film was at the cinema for less
than a month and I caught it at the
Cinema with Tim Richards.

As we watched the film we were
able to pick bits and pieces that
had been ripped off from other
films. You may have heard that the
film is an 8F version of Hell in the
Pacific. This 1is not quite true.

There are bits of this film present,

but it also borrowed heavily from
others such as Temple of Doonm,
Robinsen Crusoce on Mars and so on,

Can the film therefore be judged on
its own merit. I think so, but the
verdict is not a good one.
The plot is once again a simple
cne. The two protagonists come from
two waring races and both are stran-
ded on a hostile planet. At first
there s an intense rivalry between
the two and there is a contest of
wills., Later they become friends and
when the alien dles giving birth
prematurely the human raises the
cffspring. Eventually they are res-
cued and the human takes the alien
to a holy place where it must be
initiated. Thus may or may not end
the war, but this is never made
clear in the film. The point is that
the human can speak alien, the first
to do so. '
Basically, the film is antiwar and
promotes the belief that if we (that
is to say, different cultures) could
communicate properly, then we could
resolve ocur differences. This |is
admirable, however as such I feel
the filan to be a failure.
The film 1is plagued with
after cliche which weakens
message., | found a number of
plot devices unbelievable, such as
the two main charcaters being able
to share food caught, the plrates
using alien labour and so on. I
would recommend this film, but only
on videco.

cliche
the

he’s
this

And speaking of Tim Richards,
als50 written two reviews for
zine, as printed opposite...

:::r:-::====> TAU
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LIVES/THE FLY {==========

KING KONG LIVES

Larry and I had decided to see a
film ' on Boxing Day, and for some
reason had resolved te take in the
worst movie showing. Scanning the
newspapers, how could we go past
KING KONG LIVES? The advertising
blurb read as follows: *“HE’S BACK -
AND HE’S NOT HAPPY (Larry thought
this was obvious, who would be after
plunging to a painful death from the
World Trade centre?). KING KONG&G
LIVES - AND HE IS NOT ALONE." The
movie poster showed Kong beseiged by

soldiers, reaching out a glant
hairy hand towards... another giant
hairy hand? “"Great," we sald, "this

looks potentially very silly!"

However, let me give you a serious
precis of the plot(?). You see, King
Kong didn’'t peally die when he hit
the New York streets. He actually
(chuckle) went into a coma (hahaha)
and was Kept alive by a private
medical institute. Ten years later,
the institute decides to bring hin
back to life by giving him a (hee-
heeheehoho) mechanical heart trans-
plant; only problem is, he won’t
survive the operation without a
blood transfusion. Luckily, though,
a blg game hunter in Borneo (Hahaha!
do you believe it?) just happens to
capture a... a... (0Oh no!) a giant
female gorilla who becomes known as
Lady Konyg, and... That’s it! Hahaha-
hahahohohehehahahaaa!

Sorry about that. Anyway the rest
of the film 1Is just 1like ’Love
Story’, only with giant gorillas in
the lead roles. I quite enjoyed it,
really (but then, I enjoy watching
'Lost in Space’!).

Tim’s rating: “What the hell am 1
doing at this movie?"

THE FLY

The blurb for this particular
flick read “"THE FLY: BE AFRAID, BE
VERY AFRAID." which led to several
similar jokes during the pre-fllm
advertising, e.g. "THE GUNGE (that
sits mouldering away at the back of
the fridge), BE AFRAID, BE VERY
AFRAID."

However, I digress. the
though entertaining overall, was a
little confusing. That is, the var-
ious horror scenes had divergent
effects on the audience. These

film,
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scenes fell into three categories: world 1into a new era of peace and
1) Those that you laughed at love. He has been stolen by an agent
2) Those that you were horrified by | of evil who seeks to kill the child
and laughed at later; and and prevent the new era from coming.
3) Those that you were horrified by This is an unusual film in that
and still don’t want to think about | for most of the film, the special
even a week later! effects are understated. These are
There were several clever but partli-| subservient to the plot and qulte

cularly gruesome effects which were | effective in placing the mood of the
the reason for the THE FLY’s R| film. This is how things should ke,
rating. These were not as gratuitous | as films that sre primarily vehicles
as you might expect, however, and| for SFX tend not to be remembered.
usually added something to the plot. | The one really memorable scene how-
The plotline itself is quite in-| ever is when the devil’s agent con-
triguing, especially in the first| tacts his master. We see the camera
half of the film. In a nutshell, | zoom in for & closeup while he ic5
Seth Brundle, a young and somewhat | meditating and when it pulls back,
eccentric scientist is perfecting a| we cee that he is now on a pinicle
process of instantaneous matter { in Hell.
transportation. The crowning moment The plot is simple &nd even
of his work comes when he manages to | straight forward and Eddie Murphie
teleport himself from one ’telepod’ | plays his role low key, which was
to another within his laboratory. | not what I expected. The final out-
Unfortunately though, a fly is also| come 1is a little predictable but
present in the first telepod. Con- | doesn’t detract from the film. Worth
fuced, Seth’s computer decides to| seeing at least once.

solve the problem by genetically
splicing together the two organisms
into a completely new be ing
(“Brundlefly” as the computer calls
it). Unlike in the original version
of THE FLY, the metamorphosis |is
quite gradual =~ immediately after
teleportatien , Brundle appears
quite normal (but as Peter Russell-
Clarke might say, "Where’s the
fly?"). As the film progresses,
however, he begins to change...

See THE FLY if you 1likKe  horror
movies. Hell, see it even if vyou
don’t. It’s an odd (and possibly
unintentional) mixture of SF, horror
and comedy and is worth seeing!

Tim’s rating: “BE AMAZED, BE VERY
AMAZED."

Thank you Tim, and now a review to
round off this column.

THE GOLDEN CHILD

I waited until the schocl helidays
were over before seeing this. From
what I1’d heard, It was hard to Know
what to expect from the film. The - .
main characF:)ter is a child finder | ¥ SEE BARRY ELLISs LOC onN
played by Eddie Murphy. He is PaceE |0 ) APOCRVYPHA *®
contacted by a buddist group who
want hinm to search for the golden |DUE TO MISMATCHING jLLO GPACE”

child of the title. The child is ai1141s ;5 THE ONLY <PRRE PLACE To
promised messiah who will lead the LocaTE THE tLo! '
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v This Is a version of this game as taught to me at the
tMidland Regional Office, ‘I make no pretense that this lIs
'the only way the game can be played. The maln purpose of
ithe game Is that of time waster and It Is best {ndulged
iin when the participants are slightly or wholely
tinebriated. The more booze intaken, the longer the game.
It is a game for between 3 and 7 players, the more
iplayers, the more confusion. A Two player game does not
iwork well.

Equipment
1 ¥ Pool/Rilliards Table, 1/2 or 3/4 size is best.
! x set of pool balls, each player uses two balls with
the same cclour the black ball isn’t used.
2 X cues, at least.

Ter

m
Each player uses a set of balls of the same colour, one
tsmall ball (which will be from | to 7) and its matching

‘large ball (from 9 to 15). The small ball is now called
‘the players club. The large ball Is now called the
iplayers ball.
' i Each pocket is now called a hole. The pocket that the
'Cq

inology

S e bk wa AE me me maw mw me

iplayer is currently trying to sink their ball is known as
ithe target nole. The final hole 1is the corner left pocket
tbehind the baulk line and is known as +5 (see dlagram).
'Each hole has a number and the first target heole is O.

i The initial shot a player makes when his ball Is first
iplaced on the table is known as teeing off.

' A players approach is said to be clockwise 1If thelr
‘current target hole lies in a clockwlse direction from
‘their previous target hole, as measured from the centre
'of the table. Conversely, the approcach is said to be
tanticlockwise if their <current target hole lies in a
tanticlockwise directlion from their previous target hole,
a3 measured from the centre of the table.

The object of the game [s to sink your ball in hole
numkber +5 from a clockwise approach. You cannot win the
rgame on a fault, vyou must sink the ball inte that hole
ryYourself.

+ QObject

e mM em Mw 4% M A% g e Nw = mw T mw Tw AW EE AR fT mm AR C% rm mm o Ew ER ww UE mw PR mE AE S AN e Gk N mm EE .l SE -

Each player takes turns in hitting their club with a cue so that the
club will hit thelr ball. 1If the player sinks their ball into the current
hole, they gain an advantage and may tee off again. Play then rotates to
the next player in numeric order of the clubs and rotates to the first
player after the last player has thelr shot. . Play continues until elither
one player wins or there are no players left In the game.

Jeesipng Qff

Initially each player must tee off from the "D". Later, a player must
tee off if they have just sunk the ball in the target hole, or have been
subject to a fault.

A Player tees off by placing the ball on the tee and hitting it with the
club. Normally, the tee is the centre spot. If the centre spot is blocked,
the middle spot is used. If the middle spot is also blocked, the pyramid
spot is used. [f the pyramlid spot Is also blocked, the black ball spot ls
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used. If thls spot {s also blocked, the player may not tee off that round
and misses their shot.

A spot ls blocked 1f, should the ball be placed on that spot, It would
move or touch another ball.

1f a player is teeing off from a foul, or at the start of the game, the
club 1s placed by them within the "D", If a player is teeing off fronm
sinking their ball, the club is played from its present positlon.

Fouls
A foul is a mistake or error in the game and is the very crux of play. A
player seeks to avoid fouls while trying to foul the other players. A
player fouls themselves when:
They take a shot out of sequence,
hit the wrong ball (ie: not their club) with the cue,
sink their club in a hole,
sink their ball in any hole other than the target hole,
either club or ball leaves the table on their shot,
or foul another player.
Another player is fouled by that player when:
Their club or ball is hit by the players club before it hits the players
ball,
ball or club is sunk on the other players shot,
club or ball is forced off the table by another players shot,
or the player hits teir club or ball by mistake with the cue.
If the player fouls themselves, they suffer a penalty and. their club and
ball are removed from the table. If another player is fouled, they gain a
advantage and their club and ball is removed from the table. In either case,
such a player must tee off in their next turn. =§ ¢

+1 2
Penalties and Benefits c ?
a

player gains an advantage, +p
their target hole becomes the next
in a clockwise direction, the next
higher numbered hole. If a player
gains a penalty, their target hole
becomes the next in an anticlockwise
directicon, the next lower numbered
hole. There is no hole higher than
+5, there is no hole lower than -6. -5 B B +33
If a player is by a penalty forced

to a lower numbered hole than -6,

their target hole remains -6. If
however the player suffers a penalty »/A-71
3 times in a row, while at -6, they \\,//
are eliminated from the game and

thelr ¢club and ball removed from the

+c

+8

table.
A player may gain no more than one é

advantage or penalty per shot. 1f a _ _“:b
player leaves the game voluntarily, +s *e
elther remove their club and ball or -l z
get a new player to play their A: covTeg sror
position. B: ripe sPoT

. PYRAPIB SPOT

D, BLAC K SPeT

Iime Limits

Players may set a time limit or limit based on other criterlia before the
start of play. When this limit is reach, play continues until the end of
the round and the most advanced wins the game. If more than one player has
tied for this position, they draw and everyone else loses. If no one can
remember anyone’s positions, have another beer and don’t worry about it.
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4 REAL, GENUINE ADVERTISEMENT

...THEN HERES
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MISSED:
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THE FIRST 4
"~ ISSUVES @F

INVISIBLE INFORMATIVE \ /FARODIE S

m VESTIGATORS. I ScieNTIFIC oF
ARTICLES. OTHER
comic,
STRIPS |

FOR A LLIMITED TIME ONLY,
COLLECTORS ~1TEM BACK -
IS5UES OF PULP ARE
AVAILABLE DiIRECTLY FROM
THE PUBLISHER FoR TUST
3$1-90 EACH,OR $4--50 FOR
THE SET oF Four. (PRICES
INCLUDE Po-.STACrE.">
SEND THIS COUPON , WITH
A CHEQUE ©R MONEYT- ORDER
(Vo CASH, PL64\5€) To

M. R, wOOD

5 HUMPHRIES ST,
ALBANY W.A,
6330
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The original cover for this issue was going te have an outline of a
certain ornamental trophy, surounded by a circle with an obligue bar
through the middle and a subtitle reading “America’s Cup Free Zine” as a
form of pun. Well, I took too long to get this issue out, so that cover is
no longer teopical.

By now as you Know, the Royal Perth Yaucht Club has lost the thing to
the San Diego consortium, after an embarrassing ¢ - 0 defeat (out of seven
races) in which the skipper Connor regained what he’d lost. The few days
after the event had everyone in shock. 0ddly emough I didn’t mind it going
at all. People would ask me how it was that we'd lcst the thing and 1°d
say “"Simple, they won 4 races to our none.”

The cup was a mixed blessing for Australia and Perth. OSure, there was
glamour while it was here and many people were expecting to make a killing
on the tourist trade because of it, but it also had other effects. New
building programs in Fremantle were due to it but this cost the ratepayers
and taxpayers. Hotels and casines were built, but once again this |is
either a rich man’s sport or a mugs game. Bondy gained a blimp out of 1t.
The metropolitan population were bombarded by news items about the cup arnd
everything about it. Cup History highlights were shown on TV. The worst
case of all was when all four channels televised the same race and threeg
showed the same picture taken from the defender. Wow, what coverage!
Frankly I’m glad its gone. Now maybe we’ll get some cheap acommodation.

During the racing I rec’d a phonecall from Larry Peary in San Diego. I
wasn’t home when he called and asked about the racing and the cup. Now
Larry, you can grab a closer look at the thing. (continued on Page 29)

FOR THOSE WHO CAME IN LATE, can be advertised. Contact the
TAU CETI PHEONIX: APOCRYPHA is a editor for details. All advertisers
personal amatuer fanzine edited by get a complementary copy of thes
Larvy Anthony Dunning of P.0O. Box magaciue.
111, Midland &056, West BAustralia. CONTRIBUTIONS: All contributions by
Free copies are sent to anyone who willing parties considered. [If you

contributes articles, artwork, have something you think of merit,
letters of comments, is mentioned then send it in. Contact the editor
directly therein, trades, is for details.

involved in SHADOW PRODUCTION games RESERVED RIGHTS: The editor

or CLICHE COMICS productions, 1is a vreserves the right to reject or edit
library or subject to editorial any contribution or advertisement &=
whim. submitted. Free coples are subject
It is also available in certain to economic considerations. Letters
shops for the sum of A$! or for a of comment are edited to reduce
subscription of A$6 per year or A$10 space and highlight subjects. All
airmail. contributors retain copyright on all
Publication no. WBH1358. Published original! material and tcken payments
in March, June, September and Decem- are for first publication rights
ber, by Maddog Press, a subsidury of ouly.
Shadow Productions and Cliche Comics. TAU CETI PHOENIX / APOCRYPHA IS
COPYRIGHT SHADOW PRODUCTIONS, (<)
ADVERTISING: Any reasonable subject 1987 : AD NAUSEUM AD INFINITUH!
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EDITORIAL NOTE® I’'m trylng a new format this issue In the locs sectlon ‘“as
as the writers name and address will appear at the start of the locs
section and my comments will be grouped under subject. My footnotes are

now indicated by superscript. Also note that "..." indicates and editorial
" treak whereas "....." is where inserted by the writer.

RCDEESSES

Harry Andruschak: COA P.O.Box 1442, Arcadia CA 91006, U.S.A.

Jenny Blackford: GPO Box 1294L, Melbourne 3001

Adrian Butcher: 34 Appledore St, Beckingham 6107

Fred C Davis: COA 3210 K Wheaton Way, Ellicot City MD 21043 USA
Yevin Dillon: P.0.Box 471, Haymarket 2000

Barry Ellls: €3 Tuam St, Vic Park 6100

David Elson: _ 2 Behan St, Bentley 6102

Diane Fox: P.0.Box 1194, Nth Sydney 2060

Fruce Gillesple: ' GPO Box 5195AA, Melbourne 3001

““i-:heal Hailstone: P.0.Box 193, Woden 2606

bard Loney: . COA P.O. Box 273, Fitzroy 30865

Craig Macbride: 2/23 Glen Iris Rd, Camberwell 3124

Feter MacKay: : COR & Beadle Pl, Charnwood 2615

rok. McGough: 10/5 Clarence St, Sth Perth 6151

Joseph Nlcholas: 22 Denbigh St, Pimlico, London SW1V 2RR, U.K.
Marc Ortlieb: COA P.O.Box 215, Forest Hill 3131

Yvonne Rousseau: P.0.Box 8, Nth Carlton 3054

Garth Spencer: 1296 Richardson St, Victoria, BC V8V 3E1 CANADA
Mark Turner;: 51 Coromandel St, Newtown, Welllngton 2, N.2.
Martin R Wood: 5 Humphries St, Albany 6330

1 ALSO HEARD EROM(IAHF):

4ail Kaufman, BAnnette Lotz, my cousins Andrea, Jan and Joy, S, R, J, M
& H, also Damian Brennan, Larry Perry, Coralie Hines, Doug Miles, Alethea
Rsspa, DBarbara de la Hunty & Jeff Jagoe, Tony Peacy, Warren Stewart,
various other local fen/friends who are too numerous to name, various
wcrkers at the Midland Region office of DSS, Carol Woolmer, my brothers
and mother too, all these and more but mostly in private or in words that
are not repeated here. Thank you for your time and interest.

RDRIAN BUTCHER

Thank you for the latest issue of APOCRYPHA. I read it from start to
finish with growlng feelings of bemusement and {rritation. Whllst saddened
by your personal problems, 1 am offended by what you have done with this
fanzine. it is not the intimate nature of the subject matter that offends
me, but the fact that, whether intentionally or not, you have made |t
painfully obvious who you are talking about In your narrative about S.
Yeu may not mind readers finding out more than they want to Kknow about
vour personal life, but what about S7? I feel sorry for her.*

I have met & on a number of occasions, and I know R and DD of course.
It doesn’t take much Insight to know who they are in your story. Your
ramblings about revenge and honour do nothing to dlspel the disqulet I

-

feel about your not-very-private "revenge” on S.7%
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Surely you could learn from your experiences - even have your “revenge”
if you must -~ without makKing a fanzine out of the whole pathetic,
adolescent story. This is in no way demonstrative of “inner strength®. You
mentioned a letter you once wrote to S, and said [t was the sort of
letter that 1s best written and not sent. I strongly feel that, 1lilke the
letter, this issue of APOCRYPHA would have been best written but not
published., ~

By the way; vyou’re right, you do come across as an immature Individual.
And no matter how far you think you’ve come, you've still got a long way
to go. *

But then, I guess ' 'we all do,.

JENNY BLACKFORD

Thanks for the fanzine. The issue was certainly much easier to read than
the previous one - well done. Despite my occassional interest in Dlplowracy
(somehow I always end up being Turkey, but it’s a good country) I find the
non-gaming end more Interesting. But what can I say about it? It was all
so sad =~ though I’m glad that you’re feeling stronger and better about
yourself. I really hope that your self-image and confidence and friend-
ships and loves all continue to improve. The business with S (whoever
she is? | can’t hazard a guess) all sounds very painful for you, but she
at least liked you a lot, to do things like sitting for hours at a movie
theatre, walting for the next session of the movie because you missed
minutes - not too many people would do that. She’s doubtless young and
confused too. From your descriptlion, it does sound as If she was using you
- but that doesn’t mean that she was JUST using you, 1if you know what I
mean.™ It sounds very sententious...

MARK TURNER

We were most surprized and gratified to receive a copy of your mag so we
thought that in return we’d send you a bit of bumf about the con we’re
crganising...*®

The con is called "Windycon ’'87" and will be held from April 17th to
April 20th (easter Weekend) 1987. The venue is the Hotel St George,
Wellington. The hotel is centrally situated and was In fact the site of
the flrst con held in N.Z. Room rates are $65+GST for a single and
$75+GST for a double or twin. These are at present and will probably rise.

GOH is Joe Haldeman, fan GOH is Alan Robson. That’s enough to be going
on with... [An ad. for the con appears elsewhere in the zinel

JOSEPH NICHOLAS

...the issue itself was far too long for its own good. The trick in
writing about oneself, whether discussing one’s thoughts and experiences
directly or approaching them through the medium of a trip and convention
report, 1is knowing what to leave out. Not everything that one one did, or
that happened to one, during a particular period of time, is of egqual
Importance; and In writing about {t one has to select and edit the raw
material 1In order to impose upon it the necessary order and structure
without which the relevant points w!ll not be highllghted. You, on the
other hand, simply wrote down everything you did i{n the order you did it,
one jitem following ploddingly after another. ” The result was an undiffer-
entiated stew of Indistinguishable and uninteresting events that has
ceased to hold the reader’s attention long before they’ve reached the
hal fway mark.

I’'m sorry if this sounds too harsh, but I wouldn’t be honest with you if
I didn’t say it.

CRAIG MACBRIDE
...Flrstly, let me congradulate you on the first sentance on page 50, it
was the flrst sectlon I turned to! 1’11 comment on the rest of Apocrypha
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Iin the order of your writings:

| “W“

HV”IV ﬂ/ﬁ”ﬂu-+ If you didn’t see more than one 7-11

IRy “'ﬁ iYou weren’t looking too hard. I remember

;H{’ tone near high school six-seven years ago
l

Il

i

1and there are at least 70 of them in the
! 'Melbourne Telephone District.® I enjoy
« 1driving anywhere I can get to in a day
ibut {f I were coming to Perth, 1 think
¢I1'd go by Train.
+ I agree that the Sheraton was too far
vout of the way, but I saw a number of
ifilms at the State Film Centre because
i ithe cinema is nice, there were some good
“1films I had not previously seen and it
vis comparitively little effort to see a
‘good 2 hour film, compared tc a I hour
{ ipanel, I went to the Sheraton once or
itwice on the way to the SFC. The
iVictoria was better, since many of us
" Jwere staying there and the staff were

: e - ; F 1far more friendly and tolerant than at
: ,4‘§EZ ‘the Southern Cross.

Al R e bl -+ ...Regarding attitudes, people etc.,
at cons, you seem to have had not the best time. If you wanted to replace
cericusness with silliness at banquet time, there was an alternate
Melbourne Science Fiction Club banguet (much cheaper too) - admittedly
such things were not well advertised (like the demolition of Arthur Dents
house " in THHGTTGY but there were such things, 1I've never suffered much
pest con depressjon. At Aussiecon I got to slieep around 4:30 and got up to
work at 7:30. No time to feel depressed; not enough rest to have much in
the way of thought processes at all for a day or two... ...Larry, the only
time I’ve ever seen you was at Aussiecon. You were a little zombje-like
and not at all like any other faned I’ve met, although you seemed rather
mere allve when on a panel.”®

..While T don’t really feel quallfied to comment on £, there are a few

]
L)
.
. .
3
+
v
L)

1
1
1
1
1
[

'hanQS which would have rung loud warning bells in me: The times she
ifailed to observe what was going on around her, and the "no one else will
gu- ocut  to see a film with me”, My reaction to the latter would be "why

nct?", at least thought, if not vocalised.*®
.1l enjoyed reading Apocrypha - reality is often more interesting than
fiction.

BRUCE GILLESPIE
..It’s certainly a pleasure to see a return to good old traditional
Bruce Gillespie type of fanzine, full of agonised true confessions. I read
straight thru the story of your travels and attempts to come to grips with
demon love (or as Damlen Broderick puts 1t: ’Luff! Luff!’)

I den’t think you need worry about annoylng or embarrassing anybody. It
is, after all,  posslible to be infinitely more anncying and embarrassing.,
as yocu might see from some {ssues of my SF Commeptary in the era 1972-75.
In them you will find me not only confessing Agonised True Love on several
occassions. but in at least one magazine printing a photo of the beloved
on the cover, and maklng my feelings all to obviously known on inside the
covers, despite the fact the lady was married at the time and both were
krnown inside fandom. She was not amused - but forgave me eventually, and
we s5til]l write to each other.*?

I have better experience of world conventions than you do. In fact, it
was at my first, Torcon in 1973, that I - as you put it - lost my virgin-
ity, but that was at the end of a long and  unbelievable set of
circumstances. Geez, Larry, what are you going to Europe and England for?
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American women are nmuch frilendller.t*=

As for Aussiecon - anyone who travels both ways from Western Australia
to Melbourne by car deserves to have as many misadventures as you had. Two
hours riding in a car and I feel like a bag of wet cement; [ presume that
four days each way in a car will have the same effect on anybody, no
matter how accustomed to travelling. Even so, you show only too well what
a heartbreak o¢ld town Melbourne can be (as John Hepworth would say in
Nation Review). Melbourne is great for the locals, but obviously some vast
nap of hell to somebody in circumstances like yours...

...It was a good story, well told. I don’t have much good advice on how
to live, since I do it so haphazardly myself. My feeling from reading the
magazine is that if you Keep putting all this energy into Finding the Way,
you’ve got to get there eventually and have a lot of fun along the road. I
hope you have more energy at the next convention we’re both at, and we
might even get to meet properly.

HARRY ANDRUSCHAK

...l was laid off from my job at JPL last december, in the wake of all
the NASA cutbacks caused by the CHALLENGER disaster. After working at JPL
13 years, I was laid off.*™

...Both of my chronic diseases are in control. My diabetes is firmly
controlled by my diet and exerclise program. I am still 20 pounds over-
welight, but my blood sugar levels read normal. So I just put on nmy
exercise tights 4 time s a weeK and work out in an Aerobics Gym along with
dozens of girls, all of them in tights and leotards. Heaven!*'®

My other disease, alcoholism, 15 also under control, and that Is mostly
due to the "WE AGNOSTICS A.A." meeting that I started and supported. It
has worked out so well that I am thinking of starting a second one.
Sobriety without dogma and superstition.

...As for you zine itself and your story - I am not sure if I have any
ability to comment on it. Having nearly killed myself with over eating and
alcoholism, I am certainly in no position to criticize how other people
run their lives.

I do get the impression, however, of progress. That you are trying to
improve yourself, with whatever therapies you find useful. That, I would
think, 1is the important thing. I have done something like that in AA toco.
As such, I found it an inspiring zine. Thanks again for sendlng {t.

GARTH SPENCER
There seems to be a phase some people are going through, 1in the past
,year or two, makling perhaps excesslive personal revelatlons in thelr per-

zines., 1 did that a year ago, feeling all the while that this was so
stupid...

What really strikes me ls the feeling that this phase is necessary, yet

the personal confessions come acragss S0 stiff, +==r—===rm== TS +
ungainly, gauche, left-handed -- well. Maybe 1I’m Guer»NR 4L
projecting. ' 0uwWd7e2l 1IN

...The non-personal parts of your zine teach me what (pgr97eF)
I was already learnling from Maple Leaf Rag, and from ay |
The World According to Garth correspondence. I an
having great difficulty figuring out what people are
interested In., You can bet on it that my lnterests run
to Ildeas and words on current issues, In fandom and
out; not to games. I can’t bet on anyone else glving
two foetid dingo’s kidneys about the need tc thrash out
what the next national con will do, or what Worldcons
are goocd for, or how to put fandom and work and romance
into order.

I realise why I did a personal-revelations lssue In
TWATG 13, and also why I started MLR == the same +<<-—-=-=-===<

B
A
Q
4]
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reasons why I got into fandom at all. Looklng for acceptance, [ suppose,.
Looking for a place where, 1{f I couldn’t find the right woman (dream onj,
I could make my useful behavour useful.*®™

Well it didn’t work. By the time I produced TWATG 13, I was heading for
a crisis, or a metamorphosis. Tryling to provide a practically free service
via the rag, as a substitute for living a whole life, wasn’t working. As
you will see from this TWATG [as was rec’d] 1 am being driven to go back
and try again the kind of mundane life I ran away from. Certainly there’s
no indication that my services made much difference to the mindless
anarchy that sometimes thwarts fan activitlies.

I hope this will be a better year for you.

MARC ORTLIEBR
...Whew. Your descriptions, particularly of the relationship with S

took me back aways. I think a lot of science fiction fans are fairly slow
emctional developers, though generally rather fast intellectual devel-
cpers. If 1 became sexually actlive at an earlier age than you It was

¢imply because ] met women who were more forward. Being involved in the
amateur theatre was better for that sort of thing than fandom. (mind you,
I still regret passing up the most wonderful offer I ever had - when a
girl I1’d known since highschool plonked herself down in my lap at a cast
party and said “I’ve screwed every bloke in this room, and I’'m looking for
greener fields. are you green?” - as It happened, I was, and I declined
the offer).t®

I have a feeling that depression is far more common than many will
admit. I hit my lowest - since becoming involved in fandom, at about the
time of the McCaffery Swancon, with the result that I didn’t get to a
FPerth convention until last year. I took a rather drastic way to bring
ryself out of my depression. I changed my image drastically, becoming the
tie wearing short haired teacher I am today.

Gad! The Spencer St Hotel/Motel. I remember staying there once before
moving to Melbourne. A real dump, as I recall, even worse than the
Victor: , but cheap.*” (that was when I had a stronger Sydney orientation
than M-lbourne, and so wasn’t confident about crashing with Melbourne
fans) GCuch. It sounds like the events surrounding Aussiecon were not the
sort you'd want to live through again. I know that the con was pretty
hairy for Cath and me too, but I guess the comfort of another person is a
real saver. (The only experiences I can recall that come close to yours
were a few days during Deepsouthcon in Birmingham Alabama. I was short on
mouey, at a convention where I knew no one, and was seriously missing
tomecne =~ two somecones in fact. Again I lucked in. I met people like
Charlotte Procter, Bob Shaw and Jim Gilpatrick). )

Sigh. School tomorrow and, to be honest, I’'m still not sure what sort of
letter 1 should be writing to you.'™ Hope things are showing slgns of
improvement though.

MICHEAL HAILSTONE

Gome comments on APOCRYPHA: Your Editbaffle on criticism iIs interesting.
What gets me is the tendancy for some fen to set themselves up as a gauge
¢f public, rather than fannish opinion, but I don’t think I can add
anything to what you’ve already sed. But more specifically on your zine,
well, while the printing has certainly improved, the typeface is just as
small as it was and is too small for me. I haven’t very good eyes so [
find it a real strain struggling through such small print as yours. 1
would suggest changing your fanzine to a larger size, so you can accomo-
-date the same number of words in larger typeface on the same number of
pages ., 17

At least I found the issue very interesting. I could identify with you a
lot, though I 'doubt that you’re as much an allen as I am. While you
effectively bared your soul, warts and all, one thing your didn’t give
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THE ATH NATIONAL - SCOT - DOCTOR WHO
CONVENTION.

WHOCON 4, to be held 1n Perth W.A., 1a a three day
oelobratlon of 24 years of a time iord. Beﬁining on the
Bth of January 1_2&5 with “The Time Lords! Ball" - an
evaning funetion - the convention officlally opens on the
9th and oontinues on the 10th, Events acheduled will be
auetions, panels, a costume parade, qulizres, videos,
merchandlca and sPecial guests.

"The Time Lords'! Ball" is to be hald at the Pagoda
ballroom, Comoc and costs $10.C0
" The two day convention itself 13 to be hald g

University of W.4., costing $$5.00 for both days, inexpensive
for a convention.

If interested in WHOCON 4, write to the sonvention
secretary for further information and for regestration
forms att 35 Fenton Way, Hillarys, W.4i. 6025

But hurry, all priees rise on July 1st 1987. ind 1f
you've never bean to a convention bdafore than malke
sure you go to this one,

— = re ﬁ‘gﬁ rxz..




away was how old you are, so I can’t falrly compare myself to you. 1’4
imagine though, that you like the other sangroping fen are a lot younger
than I, so I’d have to talk about an earller stage of my life. I won't
though. Other than to say, that, while you’re eagerly planning a couple of
overseas trips, I’ve alredy done that. I can say thls though. Your tale of
your upsets in Melbourne made me angry -- not at you but at your frends
for their thoughtless treatment of you. Good on you, checking out of the
hotel without telling them, serve the bastards right. I too have had
enough of being used by cthers like that.

Interesting thoughts on revenge too. I feel this business of forglive~
ness, especially the biblical command to forglve thy nelghbor seventy
times doesn’t work when one is deeply hurt. A wrongdoer will often later
apologise, but thls Is quite often unsatisfactory, because, [f you accept
the apology, you’re just letting the bastard set you up for a later
injury. True revenge should not be spiteful or vindictive but, as you say,
serve to kill resentment, to put hurt feelings to rest. This 1is the
ancient traditional idea of revenge, especially in the case of murder or
manslaughter or putting the victims ghost to rest.=®

+

YVONNE ROUSSEAU :

Since 1 am replying rather late to!
vour ’'Year of the Comet’, I suspect that.
your revenge scenario (revelations in:
print and in paint, resulting ini
exorcism of hurt) may by now have Dbeen!
vczorplicated by reactions from people whol
knew &, and for whom the story begins!
(not ends) with your revelations about:
her unrequited 1love for R. If such:
pecple see you as the agressor, against.
whom revenge is required, I doubt you!
have found, as you anticipated, that.
yeur resentment and grudge against S
have been dispelled by your ‘act  of.
revenge’ . Instead of putting the whole:
thing behind you as "complete’, you may:
well have had your hurt and vengefulness.
rekindled by antagonistic responses on.
3 's behalf.”? :

Perhaps you have not; perhaps revenge4--------secscc—rmmcooemoo==-
really is, for you, the clean process you have outlined. But what if it is
not, and 'this revenge Kick’ -- ’the holding inside of that hurt, the
playing on my emotions it takes’ -- becomes obsessive? What if you find
that revenge and hatred go on breeding uncontrollably? If you are in this
extremity (I hope you are not), you can use the technigue devised by by
adepts of traditional religion - concentrating on the mental sending of
wishes for the wellbeling and good fortune of the person whose Image Is
distressing you, whenever the distress arises. Because religion has always
been wused to reconcile oppressed people to their sltuations, it has
actually developed some useful tricks for coping; and thls one, at least
is effective without any need to beljieve in gods.®*

|
I
' . 1
4 == ee om ev ma TE ee TP so Sa s "e ss sa ss =a aa - e ww

DAVID ELSON 'S

1 suppose that you would callgthis a LOC on your last ’zine (which I was
surprized to receive). It isn’t really, ’'cos I don’t write LOC’s. I don’t
read “’zines”, and I'm not a “fan", and only "fans" write "LOC’s" (after
living with one for about two years, I am beginning to get the use of the
words right though?l.

ctually, the main reason I don’t read zines is because I never get
shown them. The person I live with has a fair sized collection of then,
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but that’s about as much as I Know. If there’s an important bit of news in
one, I will occasionally get shown it if I happen to menticn something on
that subject, but the rest are stacked away where I shall never find then.

This last paragraph may seem to be irrelevant but lt’s not. Read on.

The maln toplc of this letter Is your last =zine, friends, fans and
possibly bodies. In case you don’t already Know, a great number of fans in
Perth are talking about your zine, saying how hcerrible it was, how grotty
you were to mention S, R, and D (some even know who they are, I don’t
knew and don’t care, and a number of fans are busily trying to find out).
This fllls up their. gossip time and the pages of their zines.

Three points arising from this: 1) you now know who your friends are
(those few saying "poor larry" or possibly even corresponding with you on
the subject), 2) you didn’t really hurt anybody (anncyed, yes, - hurt, no)
and 3) fans are, wlth a few exceptions, a mob of grotty elitist bastards
who I am proud to say that I have little to do with. To do justice to
those I should name them, but they are probably alsc the people falling
inte (1) above.=9

...Larry, don’t try to understand other people unless you have a degree
on  the subject =~-- it gets you nowhere. Don’t try to pin a reason on
everything... ...1 have never dumped any girl, and do not plan to start
doing it now. I have been dumped often enough to Know what’s what. Never
do unto others unless you kKnow the consequences. Which is a point you
poessibly did and possibly did not think about before you wrote your last
zine. After telling you not to try to understand people I am not going to
try to understand you!

For example, I once heard a story of a girl who continually asked a guy
to go steady with her, even after the guy started going out with someone
else. On one occasion, she acted In a way which I consider offensive and
unneccesary while the two other people involved were slitting together.
Let’s reverse the situation and put me in it, and assume that there was
someone “hassling® my last girlfriend while I was sitting close to her.l
would have <collected said person by the left ear, deposited him/her
outside, and thrashed him/her within an inch of existance. [ do not ask
anyone to understand my emotions in this example, nor those o¢f the
"hassler” (I myself find 1t hard to be attracted to somecne else’s glirl-
friend), nor guess what those of my partner may have been. Not that there’s
anything really wrong with attempting to woo someone, but people do react
differently to certain situations.

Needless to say, there are probably a few people who want to take you by
the left ear and..... =

Let’s get back to fans agaln (and let’s really get stuck {into thenm
properly this time). Like I said, fans are a mob of elitist bastards {(an
bitches). I am currently writing yet another set of advertisements for the
SCA, and this time, since we have a non-fan for seneschal, the fans have
less influence than they used to, it may get past them. If it does, it
will mark the end to the elitism found in the SCA as carried over fronm
fandom. I have never met a crowd of people less inclined to let new folk
into their midst as the SCA and fans. It took me nearly two years to
overcome the elitism that I first found when I joined the SCA and was
completely ostraclised at events at first because I was not a fan (back 1In
the days when the SCA was wholly owned and operated by WASFA). 1 am not
surprised that WASFA and then SAFFA closed up -- they probably go so
elitist that they didn’t even let themselves in. "

The SCA needs new members all the time. Its no good the rest of the
officers saying that we need to be selective in our growth -- it won't
work. It Is just now just starting to grow significantly beyond fandom to
be able to do this and I hope it succeeds.

Back to fans again -- the last paragraph probably illustrated why I hear
a lot of bad things about the SCA in faanish circles. They don’t like the
idea of having lost control aover it, and don't like the idea of it losing
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its elitism. 1 also tread 1in my remainding time the boards of the
wargaming fraternity. This is a large group, bigger than fandom and the
SCA put together and (except in some clubs) ls not elitist. Very few
wargamers know about fandom and although there is some overlap as many
fans play wargames, very few would want to., Wargamers are a happler group
it general than fans, with less personal problems and political arguments,
2ithocugh they do tend to be boring and often celibate...

This letter is going to get my arse kicked by a lot of fans who thought
I still loved them. Well I do, really, but you do need to wake up to
yourselves. Stop kicking Larry’s arse and try something constructive for a
change.Get more people to come to swancons. Hand out less awards, so that
those few who miss them feel less left out and try to achieve  more.
Increase the circulation of your zlnes. Let me have a look at them for
more than two minutes (I’m a slow reader)! Send them to people who might
be interested in fandom if it were friendlier and get them to make |t
-friendlier. Send them to people you meet in bookshops. Introduce
yourselves to people in bookshops. And stop patting yourselves on the back
frr not doing the above. Either that, or get fucked, the lot of you.

As I have now been really offensive, 1 feel I must apologise to a few
ieople. These few who bothered to ask my name at conventions. Mark f{Loneyl
&% Michelle for actually being friendly to people who have not read as much
SF  as they have, and actually telling people about it. Sue for being a
gcod eqgg and eating her vegies occaslicnally. Other who Know who they are.
Sorry, really sorry.

EARRY ELLIS

'+ Firstly, Diplomacy and other PBM games. How do you
endure those quivering gelatinous mutants posing as
players who persist in volunteering for postal games
when they are clearly incapable of fulfilling their
iimplicit commitment to see the game through? the game

iwhich just expired of disinterest. (and in which I
iplayed a brief early role), D!, is a worthy example.
vIt's  late 1909 and there are three reasonably matched

tpowers, plus a bravely struggling fourth, promising an
rinteresting end game, and what happens? The struggling
+fourth quits with some advance notice and immediately
itwe more decide it’s too much of an effort and slide
'back into the reconstitution tanks. No doubt they will
‘re-emerge at some future date to bugger up more games,
'DZ seems destined for a similar fate, with losing powers
ichickening out while they still have units on the board,
'with the Eastern Bloc indecisive to the point of brain
+death.

Can [ suggest substantial monetary depesits, pounds of flesh or some

zimilar  incentive to potential pbm gamers to consider thelr situation and
zapaclity seriously before making a commitment. All the indications are
*hat, in the present environment, it is simply impossible to get a game

~hat will be played to anything other than victory by default, leaving a
trail of bumbling incompetence In its wake. Perhaps all pbm gamers should
he fitted internally with radio receivers and pain centre stimulation
wlectrodes for the duration of their game, the transmitter (pain button,
Larry!!'y to be controlled by the GM.=®

...Secondly, ’'Life, the Universe, and Larry Dunning’. Facinating stuff!!
Have vyou ever considered going into the business of writing soap operas?
I~'s about time you stopped apologlsing about your only occasional slips
in =spelling and grammer and wrote your first screenplay/novel/whatever.
Find a proofreader cor write/buy a text checking program or something.=~

...0n the subject of space shuttles, and the Challenger in particular,
“he loss of human life is to be regretted, but I find it difficult to
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regard the recent stumble in the US spacé program as belng entlrely
without benefit for our species. The loss of Challenger must be considered
in +he light of the increasing emphasis on the military applications of
the U3 space preogram. I would have preferred that a greater degree of
canity had prevailed in arms negotiaticns and the resulting reduction in
the pressure applied to NASA by the military might have then allowed
greater attentlon to the safety aspects of the shuttle program. However,
as leng as the resources of the US space program are absorbed by plpe
dreans/nightmares like Star Wars, the bodies of the hopeful and the naive
will continue to burn.”°®

..You reminiscences of school days brought a few memories back. Most of
3l I recall the inconsistencies of the educatlon system, supposedly
develcping mature, intelligent, aware adults but all too often constrict-
ing thought within narrow, predefined categories. Then, of course, there
were the freguently arbitrary rules with regard to taste in dress, hair
lergth, reading matter. It’s hardly surprising that so many students reach
e tertiary level in a disoriented state (as I recall I did). I think
st students finally give up resisting and bury their minds in special-
aticn, or break under the strain when all the pieces are bought together
and it beccmes obvious that the official world view jlgsaw is strictly for
chizcephenics.

Lo

cnders..... what will the LAD do to top this issue? I mean, hanging a
bare bum out of the train window all the way from Midland to Perth would
rale into insignificance by comparison - and would result in sunburn or
froeztite, depending on the season.

Temember, Larry, the terrible damage that can be done to a young mind by

veligicus education. In c¢asting my thoughts back to a conversation at
the last EFC SF film festival, I seem to recall the subject being raised.
The cause of events recently impinging upon your well being may be very
deep seated. ™

...Don’t lose your wallet on a trip to America - or anywhere else where
it takes money to stay (i) alive, (il) out of jail, if you depart visibly
frem the middle class norm (which you do). Chain/staple/graft it onto your
person. And have some VEPY reliable friends who can react speedily to that
ene phone call you might be allowed if you are lucky. Otherwise, America

is strengly recomended for an extended visit.

I would put your strange dream in the category of wish fulfillment/wet
Avean "m afraid you have been in the adult world for some time =~ |t
tends to be less reliable than the standard sexual fantasy fer nmost,
verbaps all of us. Moot of us make serious, costly errors in judgement at
scre  stage (I count at least two in my Australian period alone). GStill,
1ife has its better moments and you may possibly be due for some. Keep

raking informed decisions and you can get it right. And of course, right
cr  wrong, our science and technology are such that it 1is, eventually,

Time to die”. Keep firing on however many cylinders you got left, son,
and ignore that blue smoke coming out the back.

been years since 1 had anything te do with fandom. 1 used to write

"ETER MACKAY
2 and pieces for D&D Stocks’ ORIRIS and take out supporting memberships

scrt of drifted away when I found the expense too much for a
penniless high school student. You zine sparked off a whole chain of
remoy les and inspired me to take some time off from Magic and actually
write & something

TaU  CETI DHOEKIY First off, the cover. [ liked the Generic Fanzline
cide, but | was a bit puzzled by the Tarot cards. I detest superstition In
all itse forms. Why support a convention on the Mocon if you also support
thic sort of thing? Hmmmm..... o

I disiike Diplomacy, mainly because I’m not too geood at it. However, I
like the concept, and Magic incorporates many loopholes to be exploited by
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the SNEAKY TRICKS brigade. Postal Diplomacy ls the ultimate form of the
game, I think, mainly because it allows more room and time for players to
manouvre @t

How has fandom has changed since the introduction of the PC, Larry? [’ve
found mine to be an indispensible part of my 1life and an Incredible
exention of my Peach. I can now do things undreamt of pre-computer.
Publishing a fanzine 1is a pretty heavy effort -- the arrival of the
computer must have changed things around a lot by enabling the publisher
to spend less time actually working and more time being creative.=®=

APOCRYPHA: Apart, from the little bits at the start, I regard this as
part of one long narrative, so [ won’'t deal with it In chapters.

You’ve touched a nerve here and there with your retelling of adventure.
I can see we have a lot of things in common, if nothing else than that [’'nm
shy, myopic and hard of hearing. I hate nightclubs and loud parties
because [ can’t hear a thing and I’m too inhibited to relax anyway.

I used to do a lot of this catharsis sort of writing. Once in a blue
moon I’d show some of it to somebody close and get amazing responces. One
of my cherished possessions is a letter from a young lady who saw a page
or two and promptly responded in Kind.

Most of mine is formless and pretty hard going. You’ve got a knack of
making this kind of thing readable. I must confess that I didn’t read all
of the zine immediately on receipt. My wife picked it up ocut of curiousity
and was buried between pages 0 and 59 for the rest of the evening. When [
started, I couldn’t put it down either. You had a story to tell and you
told it in a structured, well-thought out manner. I found most of
interesting, including the bits about your work at DSS. I can appreciate

that part: I spent the last five years as a base grade clerk in Brisbane,
shuffling an endless pile of claims from one side of the desk to ‘the
other. [ escaped however. I’m now a clerk 7 here, six months and fourteen

days since leaving Brisbane’s bottom...

One thing lacking about your narrative: characterization. I found it
hard to differentiate between the third characters In the story: after you
and S5, came the amorphous others. You know who they are and what they
look like and how they fit into society, but your readers don’t. [ think
if you bring other characters in, then you should do them justice.??

FRED C DAVIS JNR

...]1 did not read the entire zine, as it was just overwhelming. However,
[ did read the opening and the closing parts, and skimmed various parts in
the middle. As you know, I worked as a Disibility Claims examiner for the
U.S. Social Security for over 20 years, so I’m quite familiar with
epilepsy cases, and its consequences. It was always a maddening experience
when we had to deny a total disability claim for an epileptic when he was
unable to obtain employment. Unfortunely, our law covered only the
physical and mental medical impairment rules, not the decisions of sonme
good "christian® employers to refuse to hire epilectics. Qur hiring rules
still vary from State to State and In some areas, particularly 1In the
South and the Appalachian areas, the laws are still back in the middle
ages. And here too, some people treat persons who've had a seizure in
public like they were lepers.

Things do seem to be improving, with more open and frank discussion of
this disease, and many others, In the medea and particularly on TV. For
another thlng, we found at SSA that 98% of the people who took thelr
medication as prescribed did not have seizures. I worKed appellate cases.
In every single case where a person claimed that his seizure could not be
controlled by medication, malinly Dilantin, blood tests we ordered showed
that they were not taking enough medication. Tragically, nearly all of
these peoples were alccholics. As you must Know, alcohol and Dilantin do
not mix. In your own case, I[’m sure extreme exhaustion and stress were the
cause of your one seizure in recent years. Medication j3 making a differ-
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ence, and I think the battle ls being won.®"
Eryway, I think it was probably a gocd idea for you to come out of the
cleoset on this matter. Several Diplomacy people have been “coming out”

recerntly. Steve Hutton, {for example, announced that he was gay, and de-
voeted several pages of several issues of his NO FIXED ADDRESS to his
cituation. There’'’s probably some theraputic value to putting your

thoughts on paper. Conrad von Metzke admitted in COSTAGUANA (Voted #1 zine
in tmerica for ’86) that he had been an Alcoholic for 20 years.

.1 attained age 55 in 1985 and retired from the Federal Civil Service
at the end of August, with 33 years service (including my military svc.
during the Korean War and after). I saw that Reagan was golng to shaft the
¢ivil servants on their penslions, so I got out before he could do so.
huyone who didn’t retire by June 3, 1986, got It in the neck from Reagan
and his friends (all of whom have been living high on the hog on Multiple
pensions from the state of California and elsewhere). I took over the
cperations of the N. BAmerican Variant Bank from Rod WalKker in November
1285 and resumed the chair of the Mensa Postal Dip Special interest Group
szt arcund the same time. So, I’ve been busy as the proverbial paperhanger.

will never run out of things to do.

MALREK LONEY

.Ccngradulations on your first sexual experience. I’m glad you had the
courage to deo what you did. Now that you are more aware of yourself as a
sexual and sensual being, 1 hope you continue to grow and develop. Please
don’t dismiss that thcoughts you are now having about women you see and
meet as you seem to have on your return to Perth from Adelaide -~ "I chose
not to fcllow up these feeling.” Of course, "losing your virginity can
knock you off balance for a while,” but I don’t think you should dismiss
it as a one-off and go back to being the way you were before.” ™ ] see your
whole relationship with S as, in a way, as sideshow to more Iimportant
changes and growth that you can now initiate. Now that you’ve talked out a
ict of your feelings and thoughts, it’s time to make changes that capital-
ise on what you’ve learnt. Should you move away from home and develcp more
iridependence? Knowing your situation, (as little, in some respects, as I
de) that stil]l seems to be a fairly important question.®*

And on the subject of questions, I imagine you realiset----~=--=s--c-—w +
By now that your recounting of your odyssey left many of: FNC¢JMATINT
us  facinated by the unanswered questions that littered [ Q4 LOULELE
its pages. Why was Sean’s back bleeding after his night! H
in Adelaide? What the hell was in your wallet to. Ak EMUJ:,Q :

anyone who feund it a surprise? How do you always: [CDD LJ7CJ'2.9]
up eating other people’s meals in restaurants? Why i~ L/—

it

g e .

"t you like to eat in front of other people? I could:
s but I'm not sure you'd appreciate it. I realise;
major purpose of Apocrypha for you was to talk about:
and R - but for myself and others I have talked to:

it, those unanswered questions retain a certaln:
i:atirn Even short explanations would be greatly:
eciated.®” g

PA G Gl
it

AV VY]

T TwWITo Do
T3 8 O T

~ 0 C.

MARTIN R WOOD tod e --+
.Thank you kindly for vyour letter and the copy of TCP/A. I’'nm
overwhelmed by both its literate quality and sheer gquantity; 76 pages
makes PULP’s 28 look kinda skinny! It must take you ages to produce an
issue. I’ve been very much into Science Fiction just about all my 1life,
the I'm not really a part of fandom, I guess, due to my rather isolated
location. People around Albany think Sf stands for “"sheep farming”®
1 was interested to notice that you work at DSS., I was a U.S.B.
{Unemployment Sickness Benefits)] continuations clerk In the Albany DSS for
& few months, til the job drove me to the brink of suicide (for reasons
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too complex to explain here) and I had to quit. Now [’m just a pennlless
cartoecnist, and a lot happier.”®

KEVIN DILLON

Well, I hope the return (judgement?) mail on this last effort has been
charitable enough. [ won’t try to comment on advisability of so much of
your spacetime sort of expleding on the pages at length, as it did. It
deserves a reply, despite some reluctance, to delve deeply into the "new"
Larry so displayed - but ’twas a brave showing indeed.

...The publishing background was neatly enough told and [ guess the
epllepsy and earlier stories will help where explanations are needed.
Locking at alternative health material lately - for my back injury, amoung
other other disabling symptoms - I thought [ noticed claims that epilepsy
can be eased with some vitamin treatment in some cases. It would be so
nuch simpler a world without the worst of bureaucratic medicine. Eye
injuries at a very early age certainly restricted my life style growth
but, in isolation in the country, 1little was tried and certainly not
todays alternatives.>?

You get my sympathy (well intentioned) on the subject of & and related
unneeded complications. 1It’'s too easy to give some too simple wordage on
mnundane interests versus broader ones as on your part, as distinct fron
hers but backgrounds don’t seem to imply much closeness as likely. Now,
what else? It surely does raise questions about what other stories there
were happening around that con, at least.

...Have you noticed the increasing number of sequels to films? The odd
titles 1in between are either "ReDo’s" (The Fly and Invaders frem Mars) or
Hollywood "created”™ efforts stolen from SF where they seem toc be original,
all very sad. vyesterdays news was of a (cancelled) break-up shuttle toy,
supposedly done in the period before the crash. Either way, its sad...

ROB MCGQUGH

I got my copy of CAU TETI o.kK., thanx. There was this funny thing called
AHA POP CRY stuck to its bum what i pulled and et. I digested it at cne
sitting and found it most delectable. Seriously, i’m sure you’ll get all
kinds of interesting responses to it. Here are two of my own.

1/ Please refrain from the statement "I don’t need drugs”. This is a
standard cop-out chucked in the face of us drug-users by ignorant people
who percieve us as 'drug-abusers’ (shows an uncritical acceptance of
propaganda too!). The only people who ’need’ drugs are the sick who have
been prescribed medication; drug-addicts - including caffein, nicotine and
alchohel junkies; ~and the neurotically insecure - who will find whatever
security-blankets they can. As you (or i)  may habitually take
rollercoaster rides or go to movies, I use drugs. [ do not peed drugs any
more than | need any form of stimulation or pleasure. If you do not want
drugs, the please say so - Kindly don’t resort to implicitly insulting
cliches! OK? (so-there~-nyeh!)**

27/ Your author of the degrees/forms of love chart may claim that it Is
not astrological (and it doesn't even look it so why say that?) but the
first thing | though of when I saw it was that it 1s definitely
Kabballstlc/Cabalistic/Qabalistic, whatever - the hebrew word is @a Ba La
(3 symbols). The occult meaning of the six-pointed star is huge compared
to that of the Xtian 3nity. Whether it is or not is another matter. It may
not have been the authors intention, it may not have been conscious, but
it probably is anyway. (The occult is like that). :

I voted for you in the ffug ballot by the way. Just in case fandonm
hasn’t heard of me now: put in a referrer:

EUSTACE THUD (PILTDOWN MAN?)
BIG NOSE FANSHACK

WOPPING GREAT BRITON

UCK 1234UM ERS
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That should keep them noisy.**

Did you know that MOONBID 2001 was formed on page 23{(!) (You ayre famil-~
iar with the Illuminatus series aren’t vyou?) That'’s a good sign.
Sychronlicity = some frlends of mine from the states (they were at world-
con) are lnvolved in the Bermuda triangle in ’88 bid - a Worldcon on a
cruiseship in the bahamas - perfect! (I wanna go!) anyway, the guy who

thought of it Is a Jewlish Phineas Freak look-alike called Nell Rest - an
exflatmate of Peter Toluzzi’s -« as a hoax. It is now very real. So watch
it! The progress report i rec’d about a week after yours arrived. It 1is

printed on green copy paper like yours, same format (folded A4) and same
type size (but not print). Finally - your cover has the occult symbology
of the tarot, theirs has the occult symbolcgy of the Eye-in-the-Pyramid
(not to mention the bermuda triangle itself) on the cover.

DIANE FOX

Space shuttle =~ actually, I suspected from the first there would be a
witch hunt of blame-throwing later - this sort of thing seems to he a
inevitable human reaction, especially if a lot of people are involved and
they aren’t co-operating too well (the usual thing 1is any government
project). 1 was pretty certain too, that incompetance, carelessness or
even corruption had been involved at some level. As it turned out, my
suspicions turned out to be justified. NASA had indeed tried to save money
by making the shuttle unsafe: and trading on its past stock of goodwill to
let people think that shuttle was safe. I feel that there are four
possible outcomes of this:
a) The space program is shut down or at least severely cut back. Unlikely.
b) The service is upgraded and made genuinely safer. This would cost money
and is impossible under the current administration, or at least unlikely.
c) They could come out and honestly admit that they couldn’t afford a
safer space programme, but that it was worth a degree of wastage of life.
Highly unlikely under the late 20th century hypocricy that prevails.
d) The overwhelmingly likely outcome - the service is pot upgraded, but a
good deal of money and time is spent convincing the public (and even NASA
employees themselves) that it has been. No government will ever object to
spending money Iin order to lie to the public, vyes, it isn’t logical.
However, it will provide status boosts for countless petty bureaucrats.
This technique is Known as the American way. Of course, it will only work
if NASA 1is 1lucky and they don’t have another accideant in the next few
years. I suspect there will be very few manned flights for a while, and a
lot of talk about preparartions for them."™

...Ye ghods you’ve had a depressing early life. Nasty about your so
called friends at school leaving you to lie on the ground when you
collapsed with epilepsy. Kids are a lot like the ideal <citizens of a
totalitarlan state - {f one of them does something unacceptable or odd,
the others rush to let the world know that they don’t Know that persaon and
never did - any sort of non-conventional behaviour, especially something
that can’t be helped, 1is "catching®. Most kids live in a McCarthyish
world.

It’s a wonder vyou persisted with fandom - Neo-fans often get cold
shouldered 1f they aren’t able to fit in easily and you sound like a
person who had, up until then, little chance to develop socjal skills.™®

To comment on your long autobiographical article as a whole - rather
than pliece by plece, as I'd intended doing - this wasn’t easy... ...I
haven’t been invelved in any way in a similar situation (as far as 1

know) so I can’t glve any advice.

I’m not enough Involved In fandom to hazard a guess who S and R are
the other initials are. This is probably a good thing, as | tend to feel
that a person who is opportunistic and dishonourable in one aspect of life
will also be the same in other aspects. If [ knew who S was, and Knew her
personally, I would after reading your zine, feel a desire to know her
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less well; and if she visited my house, [’d probably check to makKe sure
nothing was missing afterwards. Enough said.="

.Honour & Revenge (appropiate card here toco!). [I] tend to agree with
you on this matter. I feel that if I don’t at least make an jntentjop of
getting even with the person who has wronged me, [ will probably take my
anger out on some innocent bystander: and probably the innocent bystander
will be someone I love or at least like. There?’s also the feeling that the
evildoer should not be allowed toc get away with it. I also f{feel that
letting a person Know why they are being punished is important (rather
like telling them why they’re being arrested etc.,>. I think your writing
this article would be a very effective revenge, especially if many pecple
are able to guess the identities of the people involved. See page 15. It
is not to a person’s advantage to gain a reputation as the sort of indi-
vidual who could see nothing wrong in picking a blind man’s pockets; and
this, in a sense, is how you have depicted S, justly or not (I don’t Know
the people involved so cannot say - I hope you are not overreacting) That
is the problem with revenge - it may be 1) Overdone;

2) Aimed at the wrong person.”®

“Sex, Bodies and Friends" - “"you’ve either turned to this section
first...” renmninds me of an amusing thought expressed in a book of femmin-
ist writer Robin Morgan’s poems. 0One cof the poems was called “Lesbian
Poem”. This poem had a note, "Dedicated to everycne who looked up this
poem first, after reading the list of comments”. My reaction was, that
would probably be everyone who read the list of contents! - because just
about everyone wants to have a look at anything to do with sex.®¢

Spoonbending =~ this would be wuseful I think. I can see uses for
weak/limited telekinesis in medicine (phychic surgery etc.,) It could also
be used to escaped from handcuffs, jalls and so on...

INFOTELCH:
1 WHATSE N
& RESTURANTS
J LATEST ANERI

\_CUP UPDRTE

==x==z=zzz=z=) APOCRYPHA {==) SUMMER




EDITORIAL REPUES

ADRIAN BUTCHER
i There are two issues here. The first is whether I should publish a
zine that is so personal in nature, The second is whether or not 1 have
been too obvious about those people mentioned as initials.

As editor of the fanzine (and principal creator of the contents) I have
the decision on what does and doesn’t go Into the zine. To put it in
another frame the guestion is: “Do I have the right to lnflict my personal
history/secrets/problems upon the readers®? Eventually I decided that 1
did have this right, because if the reader doesn’t want to Know, they
don’t have to read it. I did put warnings on the cover and again after the
editorial. So far, most people offended by the personal nature of my
narrative seem to be people whco are more accustomed to dilalogues about
media or conventions et cetera. After each issue I tend to get two differ-
ent responses: one says that there weren’t enough gaming and/or reviews in
the =zine, the other says that zines should be about pgople and that I
don’t have enough of this . Since I can’t please everyone, 1 try to please
myself.

Does S mind me publishing the zine? Yes. I received a letter from & to
which I replied. She said I was a "sick and perverted person” to have
published such a thing. Did I have the right to include as much as I did
about S7? The only parts of S’s personal life that I did include, are
those blts that occured with me. Where possible I give you the facts as I
know them and when I make and opinion I inform the reader of this. As the
narrative dealt with my personal experience within the last year and a
half, there was no way she could not feature in it. :

2 The fact that it may or may not be cobvious who &, R & D are is
immaterial. It may be obvious to anyone who Knows any one of us, but not
to readers who don’t live in Perth or do not Know me personally. In fact,
it doesn’'t really matter. [ decided to use only initials for this reason,
as an act of courtesy to those involved. I expected that my “revenge”
would wupset a number of people. I’m not putting it across as a way of
life, merely explaining my actions. It is a method of getting rid of my
hurt and S hurt me deeply.

3 This might perhaps be true, but then, I gjd send that letter. For
be?ter or worse, my readers Know more about me now than before. The other
thing is, that had I not published the zine, it is doubtful that I would
hgd.rgc’d the feedback I did and this js important. I accept full respon-
sibility for publishing the zine as is. The inner strength I refer to is a
knowledge of myself for who I am.

4 Agreed and this is the point of the entire issue. The difference |is,
now I’'m making the effort and I’m looking forward to the challenge.

JENNY BLACKFORD
5 I think you might be confused about the film, I didn’t want to see it,
S did. It seems that the only reason she was slitting for hours with nme
waiting for the film, was because she couldn’t see it with anyone else.
['m not sure if I do know what you mean, as lt seems now that the only
timeg I saw S was when she couldn’t go out with someone else. Hardly
gratifying or endearing to discover yourself to be last on the list.

MARK TURNER
b Actually, while you’re there, do you Know which New Zealand lass went
to zhe Aussiecon masquerade as *Judge Anderson”? You see, [ was going as

"Judge Dredd” but couldn’t finish the costume. Apart from the hair, her
costume was sSpot on.

JOSEPH NICOLAS
7 The difficulty here was deciding how much to leave in and how much to
leave out. I decided to write about the trip as it happened, which meant
leaving 8 1ot of routine detail in. When writing about the other events, I
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did cut a great deal of detall, even though it mlight not seem so.

CRAIG MACBRIDE

8 Well, I wasn’'t looking for them until Ralph pointed them out. The only
one I Knew of was the one In Sth Yarra, because it was on the way to
Royd’'s flat and the .car. If they opened some in Perth, they’d make a mint. °
g Falling foul of the flu can do that to you. On the day of the panel I
was a little nmore refreshed, and also operating on safe and familiar
territory (games). Hmmm, what do other faneds look 1llke?

10 A Valid point, but at the time I was too busy trying to sort out my
emotions and didn’t want to ask any wrong questions. I hadn’t seen S for
scme time and 1 had the feeling that 1f I said the wrong thing, I wouldn’t
for a falr while to come. Also, S had the habit of just turning up on the
weekends and phoning up an hour or so before whatever it was she wanted to
do., If she’d let people know what she wanted to do In advance, perhaps
more people would have been Interested. The first time she said this to
me, it took 30 seconds before I could phrase an answer. I didn’t know if
1'd been insulted or what. Perhaps I should have said “You’re right, no
one will” and hung up. I didrn’t.

BRUCE GILLESPIE
1! In respect to S and myself, sometimes we are on talking terms, even
if it’s just to agree we don’t like Fred McMurray. Othertimes when we meet
there 1|s an uneasy sllence when nelther will be the first to speak. Now
this does hurt, but it hurts less as time goes by.
12 Thinking about the American women I have met, you’re right! Perhaps
I’1]1 meet some at Conspiracy (hint hint).

HARRY ANDRUSCHAK '
13 This would seem to tie in with comments made by Diane Fox (g.v.).
14 Yes, Fitness clubs do have hidden benefits. 1 keep thinking of a play
that Seanh Byrne acted in last year. There was a sketch about an aerobics
session that flts in just right. Sean will know what I mean.

GARTH SPENCER

15 When 11 was writing the last zine it was a real effort to make things
sound as natural as they were. Even so, all through the zine it all felt
stiff and ungainly to me as well. It does seem to be a stage that people
either do or don’t go through. I think in the end however it does have a
positive effect. Other people read it and comment and whatever the
comments you come to realise "I am not alone, this is not unique."” Somehow
it is comforting to know that you are not the only person who gets the
shit kicked out of them some time or another. And you are not the only
person Lo survive and grow from it.

MARC ORTLIEB
16 Hmmm, they say the grass always looks greener from the other side. How
do I get into acting?
17 0ddly enough, Julian Warner was also staying here, but we never came
into contact. Nowadays, I admire the place for its honest mind bending
grottyness. Faillng contacts, I may make it a regular staying place while
in Melbourne.
18 0ddly enough, many years ago Steve Gunnell chowed me some zlnes pro-
duced by vyourself. [ was In the same boat in that I wanted to write
letters of comment but couldn’t think of the right things to say. Funny
how things have turned full clircle since then.

MICHEAL HAILSTONE
19 Unfortunately for a few readers, the reduced format will stay that
way. I just can’t afford not to reduce the type. The answer to this Is to
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get better reproduction so that the reduced type comes out clearer. I may
be dolng a couple of one shot fanzines before I go to Europe. The format
here will be different.
20 Funny you should make a biblical reference to the idea of revenge.
There is a rather famous quote about "an eye for an eye”. The trouble with
this philosophy Is that if everyone followed it, we’d all end up blind. I
was talking to a friend who jsn’t a christian and they made a reference to
a quote by Paul, something about heaping coals upon those who offend you.
I decided to look up the quote, but my knowledge of the bible is poor and
mostly secondhand. I did find an interesting chapter however. [ refer nmy
readers to 2ND CORINTHIANS, chapter 7. '

By the way, just in case the other readers have spotted spelliag
mistakes in Micheals” loc, let me say that he follows Spelling Reform 1.
Write to Micheal for further details.

YVONNE ROUSSEAU
2! This was the risk I took in publishing the last zine. After a long
dellberation I decided to publish it anyway and waited to see which way
the chips would fall. The ’act of revenge’ against $S was not fully
complete wuntll (at the time of writing) last week, when a promise I made
about displaying a painting was fulfilled. I had good reascns faor follow-
ing through on this and discuss them elsewhere. But, [ was hurting long
before I printed the zine, Doing so makes it easier to bear and dispell.
22 I tried the technique you described and it does to some extent, work.
Unfortunately this just concentrates my thoughts back onto £, which
brings back any regrets and sorrows felt. [ would rather try te go on to
the present and future, vrather than dwell in the past, which this does.
Also, though it does work, it seems to be an illusion. After all, by
thinking these good thoughts you do not actually do anything tec help the
other party, only yourself. This is what grates. I would like to do
something to help S, but by printing the last zine I feel that I have
given up my chance to do so.

Alternatively, it may be that such a technique is a form of creative
visualisation, in which case there can well be a benefit here. The problenm
that 1 come back to is that the love I’ve had for S, is bitter-sweat. One
solution 1Is to hate the other person as this replaces one obsession with
another. The trick is to endure.

CAVID ELSON
23 Not necessarily David. I send many of my zines out to people who can’t
be described as fans. The only connection is that they Know me, or I Know
them. I send some to my wargaming associates too. Not all of these are
elitist.
24 1I'm not sure I do follow or understand your example David, whether you
think I was chasing someone else’s girlfriend (if so, I wasn’'t aware of
this at the time and neither might the ’boyfriend’) or what. At the time I
didn’t have all that much information to deal with and all of a sudden,
this lass whom I’ve never seen before starts giving me all this attention.
Later, I was to discover that the main reason I was getting it was because
she couldn’t give it to the people she wanted to. For example, when she
first met me and invited me to Albany; [ later discovered that she had
first asked someone else to go, and then asked me because he wouldn’t. All
of this supports my idea that I was being used across the board by sS.

As far as people wanting to take me by the ear - well most people who
are inclined along these lines don’t seem to know S or me that well. 1
did talk to an old boyfriend and rather than want to punch me out or what-
ever, we compared notes. Also, the attitude you give an example of, sounds
very automatic and implies that women are beings who can’t lock after
themselves, which I equate to a barefoot and in the kitchen type of
attitude.
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25 There has been some discussion in TIGGER recently about elitism in the
SCA and claims have been made that it is ’an autocratic society run by a
cabal’. 1 joined the SCA late last year and have yet to encounter any of
this, apart from a reference to the Dream. Of course the claims were made
by an ex-member who was also in WASFA and WAHWA, which would fit into your
category of elltist.

In regard to your later comments about wargamers being non elitist,
well I don’t think this is true. Sure, on the whole they’re not, but there
s always a proportion that ls, and it is the same with fandom and
probably the SCA. I remember the West Australian Historical Wargaming Assn
(WAHWA for short) where the committe would decide on the voting age for
members. This was annuvally ralsed to exclude the younger members fromn
having a say In the club. Now is that elitist or what? 0ddly enough, many
members of WAHWA went on to become members of WASFA.

BARRY ELLIS
26 Game D2 has just ended with a win to FRANCE. It isn’t listed in this
issvues Diplomacy results because my cutoff date ls earllier for placement
in the zine. There were 3 players left and it was a fight all the way. If
not for a tactical error on the part of ENGLAND (in which he lost 3 Units
in one season) it would have continued for at least another two years. It
was a good game when compared with Dl. I won’t be starting any more postal
games wuntil I return from Europe. The Machiavelli game is enough at the
moment.

I’ve found from past experience, that the harder you push people into
playing games, the qulcker they drop out.
27 Between this and the last issue, I reorganised my disks and in the
process discovered I had copies of SPELLSTAR, a spelling checker progran.
It is primitive, but ensures most of the text is error free. Also, I
decided to spend $30 and bought "An Introduction to Wordstar® (a Sybex
book) which has improved my understanding of the program I use to write
the zine. I do intend to start writing, scon. .
28 Unfortunate, but true. Perhaps the only way to get things done is for
the Soviets to develop and use thelr own Space Shuttle. I know that Europe
and Britain both have plans to build their own versions, but nothing spurs
the U.S.A. on like the U.,5.S.R. doing [t first. Perhaps missile envy wlll
give way to space envy.
29 Barry was the friend we met at the BFC, as mentioned last issue. I
hhave since had more information at hand about S's background, which I
didn®t have before. You may well be right.

PETER MACKAY

30 1 used the symbols and meanings supported by the cards, because I felt
they would best tllustrate the changes I was going through. I have used
the Tarot a few times, but you can use them without any superstitious or
supernatural basis. Looking at such things on a psychological baslis, they
deal not with fortune telling but with change and transition in the
persona of the user. In one way, they are a confidence trick. You deal out
the cards and reflect upon what they say and how you relate to this. Each
person will screen out the elements they don’t consider relevant to then,
concentrating on the ones that do. They become a focus for change and
decislon,

, Also of course, I’m a visuval artist and find the symbols interesting
from a metaphoric viewpoint. Both Jung and Dali have written about the
cards. Jung dealt with archtypes, Dali with all types and surrealisnm.

31 1 agree, unfortunately it also allows players more ways of stuffing
up, such as not getting their orders in or miswriting them. In a face-to-
face game, the player is forced to write a set of orders all the tinme,
regardless of how prepared they are. In your own game, MAGIC, you have
avoided this by having the computer follow on with your orders. I reslgned
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from MAGIC because I no longer had the time to play it well, and I
discovered that the computer was running my empire better than [ was!

32 1 have yet to see any fanzines produced from Desktop publishing
programs such as those available on the MAC or an IBM. Most of the change
and use of computers would seem to ke via straight wordprocessing pragrams
and mailing llsts for mailing labels. This zine ls done mostly by word
processor in a way I couldn’t do with the old gestetner stencil system --
namely I can edit and re-edit text with a minimum of fuss.

33 A valid point, but to do so would have required more than the space I
had available. You might find some of them surfacing in one of my stories
or novels, when I get to writing them.

FRED C DAVIS JNR

34 Hmmm, .in Australia we have an invalid pension, but this only applies
to people shown to be 85% or more incapacitated. A Commonwealth Medical
Officer makes the decision as to how incapacitated the claiment is. There
is alsc Unemployment and Sickness benefit. Unemployment is paid to people
who are unemployed and are supposed to be looking for work, sickness s
pald to people who can’t work temporarily because of an illness or
disability, and lose earnings because of this. Other than that, there is
no cther coverage.

The effects of epilepsy vary from person to person. [ would say that
the psycholegical effects of it are much worse than the phyzical. The
physical can be dealt with either by therapy or druys, the psychological
is much harder to deal with., 1 was receiving doses of Dilantin, Phenonarb-
and Mycalin daily but after consultation with an expert took myself off
the drugs. It seemed I was cured until the reoccurance two years ago. I
haven’t had another attack since then, so this would support the idea that
it was brought on from pressure and stress,

As you say, the last issue was very much a coming out of the closet
issue. Not so dramatic as declaring yourself gay or alchoholic perhaps,
and not just exclusively about epilepsy. The best thing akout the last
issue |s the support and understanding I’ve had from people, even those
who disagree with me. It seems that the more you disclose about yourself
the more other people will disclose about themselves. Not -everyone of
course, but enough to make the difference.

MARK LONEY
35 Well, I didn’t actually go back to the way I was before. The
difference was that now [ have examples of the activity I’d only dreamed
about before and so can make educated decisions about my reaction to that
activity, whereas before I was making assumptions without any basis of
fact or experience, Yes, I do find a number of women both attractive and
sexy, but there is still a step Ilnvolved in both developing this interest
and expressing it in an appropiate manner; by which I mean finding the
time and effort! (Also see the what happened after section.)
36 Yes, it 1s, but 1it’s one I’ve deferred until I go to Europe and
return. My personal and professicnal sltuation might be different by then.
As of writing, I'm waiting to see if I've got a Regiocnal Hardware
Controllers job in the Albany regional office. If I get it, off I go to
Albany and the problem is solved.
37 A small donation of $50 or more to the Larry Travel Fund and these
secrets and more can be yours, sent in & plain brown wrapper!

MARTIN WOGD
38 Having worked in U.S.B. continuations for about eight months, I can
'see how It would affect you that way. I know a number of other people who
work or worked in the department and were affected in a similar way. Just
looking at PULP, you can tell you enjoy doing it, Keep up the good work.

s=s======z) APOCRYPHA ¢==)> SUMMER 87 ¢===)> A:PAGE 23 (=s=====3===



===

==========)LOCS:EDITORIAL REPLIES {=======z==z=
KEVIN DILLON

39 There seems to be a hazy line between “"regular” medicine and “alter-

nate® medicine. In the long term the is only one basis to judge either -

whatever works. Even if you don’t Know the theory behind it, it is the

results that count. I’ve heard of people being cured of cancer by a change
of diet and attitude.

ROB MCGOUGH

At L DL LR L Ll e e T +40 My Intent was not to slam drugs or

idrug wusers as such, but I was writing

ifrom a position where in the past I had

tbeen sick and required drugs to

IS@Y.OM(*DP,MU&H ialleviate the symptoms, so this was an

you n “Labyrinea"? rassumption that would come readily. The

= ‘numbers of people I know who are into

tdrugs is reasonably high and 1’ve also

ihad a few friends who'’ve died fronm

imisuse (the wrong sort of drug?). In

srelation to my owh use of such

isubstances, I°’ve vetoced this because I

tdon’t think I’'d be able to control the

rprocess properly, so would fall foul to

imisuse.
14! Alas, I didn't win the GUFF race. So
ka.I1wm4fuev ifar as I know, Irwin Hirsch did. 1

&mqu ‘- Henson., +haven’t seen any results yet so I don’t
reven Know how many votes I rec’d even...

* Mm PW MM AN me AS me S e mm AW == mE R as EE e BE e

' DIANE FOX

R il L b Ll L D LT +42 This seems gquite likely. Hopefully,
both Britain and Europe (not to mention the U.S.S.R.) will develop their
own orbital shuttle concepts. I°'m not all that keen about the British
space plane from what I’ve seen. The idea of sitting behind a huge tank of
hydrogen Isn’t very reassuring. _

43 Whatever else I am, I’m stubborn. Also there is also a tendency with
fans to stick things out if they think they have invested too much time
and effort into it. I’ve seen people develop minor affairs into full time
occupations this way.

44 Hmmm, perhaps, perhaps not. In my own case the prospect of S visiting
my house now seems rather remote. It may be that S was just playing the
field so to speak; if so, she is in need of much greater social skills to
do so successfully. I have learnt more about S'’s background to discover
part of a pattern, as witnessed by my own experience, previous boyfriends
and later attempts. If so, the pattern doesn’t work.

45 1 don’'t think I’ve aimed it at the wrong person, I checked my facts
first. As to whether things are overdone, perhaps, but I can hardly glve
an objective account of this, being at the centre of it. If so, then this
would reflect how much I’ve been hurt.

UNASKED QUESTIONS

Wouldn’t it have been better, or more polite, to have written the
monologue of the last issue, and presented it to &, without publishing
them further, and less embarrassing too?

Perhaps, but like Adrian Butcher’s cbjection, had I done this, ! wounld
not know, or felt, from the responce received, that I am not alone. 1f you
think than this is obvious, then think again.

Won’t you locok back on this with embarrassment in times to come?

Possibly, but there was a time when embarrassment meant actual pain,
nct just a metaphorical one. We all do silly things I guess,S and me
included. The main thing now is to put all this behind me, but in doing so
learning from it too. What more can I ask?
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+ This is a brief rundown of the events that occurred
just before and just after the publicatien of the las:
fanzine and a bit about what has happened to me wup to
now. I print this because I think you might be interested
to find out what went on behind the scenes.

Firstly, the latest event described in the last zine

ioccurred about a month and a half before publication. I
+had shut myself away since then to get the zine done. Now
‘this issue has been delayed for other reasons as you will
1see later.
+ The print rum for the last issue was aimed at 400
vcopies. The final copy count was 350 aproximately. The
tactual printing tock me two weeks by using the office
iphotocopier (with many thanks to the Regional Manager Ben
tAgius who allowed me to do so0) which also accounted for
ithe superior quality of the print. During the final week
iI remembered it was S’s birthday and sent her a card as
‘I had premised. She sent back a letter and [ was able to
rsee  that she wasn’t ill, or in any other stressed situ-
tation. Had this been the case 1 would have delayed the
rpublication of the zine.

That weekend I was invited to a party held by Mark
Loney and Michelle Muijsert, who with Julian Warner pub-
ilished the fanzine The Space Wastrel. As it happened,
tthey had just finished producing anocther issue of this
rand  were handing out copies at the party. 1 also handed
vout copies of my zine, so0 if you were there, you were
‘barraged by zines. Also earlier in the day I placed some
icopies in a few local shops. That night I crashed at Mark
i« Michelle’s and in the morning when we visited some
rother fen, was able to get the first reactions to thie
izine. Later that day I visited some other friends and
idropped off coples there as well.

Despite the above, the bulk of the zine had yet to ke
ent. On the monday I posted ocut advance copies to every-
ne who was mentioned as an initial in the zine, 30 that
hey would Know what was coming out., I also handed out
opies to the people I work with at the office. There was
ertainly an interest in my Adelaide trip! On wednesday [
osted the first batch of zines - the Australian ones,
' The overseas coples weren’t sent until two and four weekvu
ilater. I sent copies to my friends, o everyone I
imentioned by name in the zine and those who weren’t
: +listed. 1 sent coples to my brothers and gave one to ay

mother. In total, just under 200 were distributed in Australia and almost

190 overseas.

By the middle of the week I had received my first replies from M, 5,
E and D. I won’t repeat or dlsclose their replies here as they were
directed to me and not for publication. The exception is S, where I will
say she wasn’t pleased at ali, saying that I was a sick and perverted
person and she could no longer ke my friend. This came as no surprise but
then I hadn’t considered S to be my friend at that point anyway. I wrote
a letter in reply. The letter explained my position and why I had
published the zine. '

That friday was the Annual General Meeting of WESTREX and [ took «copies
.0of the fanzine along and also a copy of my letter, just in case S was
there. She was and so was J, but before I could give the letter to ner in
person, Some one else did by an accident too silly to explain. So S read
ny reply while I waited to see her reaction. In the meantime it was the
43.G6.M. and at a whim I decided to stand for the position of Secretary. I
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did and won the position!

The meeting broke up without me Knowing what S’s reaction was exactly,
I had to rely on 2nd parties as S and ] were no longer on speaking terms,
The saturday following the meeting I was invited to another party, one
that held roughly the same people as the one the week before. As expected,
they had by then read the zine and were full of questions and suspicions.
I was able to avoid most of these, but once again the feedback was helpful
to me. This one time, I kpow that people have read my zine!

For a short while afterwards I became in a way, a bit of a celebrity in
fandom by having publlished the zine and It was the flrst thing that people
wanted to know about when I met them. This was not my intent, though I had
guessed it would happen. I also received a great deal of information from
people on their own experiences, none of which I’ll pass on here as it was
for my ears only, but it all helps to break down the feeling of isolation
and despair that I felt prior to the zine.

1 also heard from others who were able to complete my picture of S, and
in a way understand her better. I finally had the missing pleces in a
jigsaw of information and it confirmed the details I already had, altered
octhers. So, I can understand her motivations more in the light of this,
although I still don’t agree with her actions. But then, she doesn’t need
my or anyone else’s approval does she?

In the months that followed I met S from time to time when going to
clubs or in group social activities. The situation between us has usually
varied from ice cold, neither wanting to say anything to the other, to
lukewarm at least where we have exchanged greetings and partings. Once, on
my birthday when we met in such a group, I saw a side of &S which sur-
prised me totally, it was a side which until then I’d rarely seen. She
doesn’t Kknow It (until now) but she gave me the best birthday present I’d
received. Consider this cryptic? Well the explanation is reserved for S,
should she speak to me on the subject (hint, hint).

The act of revenge was conciuded just recently when my painting was
displayed in the WEST AUSTRALIAN ART SHOW. The painting (entitled Medusa’s
Breskfast) was done at a time when I was under a great deal of stress. 1
put a great deal of emotion inte it and it does show. The reaction I’ve
had to the painting varies from one of shock and horror to that of amuse-
ment. One viewer described it as 'totally evil!’ Now I had 5 months to
decide whether or not to put the painting in the exhibition. Two things
decided me: first, that ]l promised I would; second that I put too nmuch
emotion into the painting not to. I’ve been unable to paint since the last
zine. I can resume that now.

Other things happened on the way. I learnt to swim (though not terribly
well); 1 had a girlfriend and a lover (and that’'s all you’ll hear about
either); I have my learners permit and an learning to drive; I’m preparing
for my European trip; I rediscovered some cousins, all this and other
activities are helping me to grow, to try new things and experience the
world. Now there’s a llkelyhood that this isn’t the end of the situation.
One way or ancther S and I will come into contact, either directly or by
mutual friends. So it goes. The ripples and consequences of my actions
will be heard for a while yet. I awalt to se¢e what they wlll bring.

THE SPACE MERCHANTS
14-8-84 1o 8-2.-86 |

The Space Merchants, Perth’s first
specialist SF/Fantasy bookshop,
crashed after being launched 2 years
ago. It is survived by Super Nova,

® ® . perth fandom and John Hall-~Freeman
who plans to do something else.
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BIG SECRETS

W Poundstone Corgi

This deals with secrets, things
that somebody else just doesn’t want
you to KkKnow! It also deals with
those rumours that seem to arise on
a regular basis. This version is the
English one and has bpeen “trans-
lated” from the American.

There are s5ix parts to tnis
Part

book.
one deals with foed and drink,

part two with meney and credit, part
three with household products, part
four with tests, part five with

magic and Physics and part six deals
with communication and media.

All of this covers a fair spread
of subjects. Qf particular interest
to me were how to fool the Rorschach

test, stage magic and the reversed
messages on records. The book exam-
ines claims about the latter in

great detall, being able to dismliss
most of them easily. There is also a
section about the masons and sub-
liminals which is of interest, This
is a good book if you want to go to
a party and spread rumours or
apocrypha on the subjects.

The Complete Upmanship

Potter Grafton

This is a «collection Stephen
Potters’ workKs on the subject of
upmanship. There are four books In

the collection: Gamesmanship, Life-
manship, One-~-upmanship and Superman-
ship. Each book details the
technigues as prescribed and taught
by the ficticious ccellege of
Lifemanship as run by the author.
The original book dealt with not
quite fair technigues at winning the

social sports, or cheating and
getting away with it. The second
extends this to social 1life, the
third and fourth books give even

more details, They were all written
fn Britain between 1947 and 1958 and
form a stong satire on the social
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graces of that period. The author
isn’t seriocus of course in what he
says, but it's funny how I Keep
meeting people who put the strata-
gems described into effect.

I have a Keen interest in British

film sitcoms from this period and in
fact a film was made from tne books,
called School for Scoundrels and
featured Terry Themas and Alastaivr
Sim. In this collection you will
learn: how to keat you cpponent at
tennis without building up a sweat
(or indeed, hitting the ball), how
to pretend to be wine expert without
knowing anything about the stuff,
how not to go to college and how to
travel in style without having any.
A1l this and less!

The QOfficial Batman Batbook

J Zizner Contemporary

I walked into Ralph Pay’s comic
shop one day and there this boax
was. One glance at the contents and
I just had to have it. I you think
this book has something to do with
the comics character you'’re alimost
right. In fact, it deals with the
American TV show produced between
1966 and 1968.

I remember very vividly this show.
It left a major impact on me at the

time. The show was high camp, io
that it took Its subject matter to
extremes and the result was a kasic

form of humour. No or little attempt
was made of realism and the Batman’s
TV universe was also filled with

more supervillains per square inch
than more comics of the period. This
I think was why it succeeded, be-
cause unlike most other live TV

shows with superherces, this one had
the villains!

The book captures the flavour of
TV show. It has a description of the

events leading up to the creation of

the series, the making of the Bat-
film and a complete guide to the
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episodes. There is also a full list
cf Robin’s expletives and fight
sound effects, which no self
respecting batfan would be without!
Placed throughout the book are
numerous annecdotes and photos f{rom
the series. It even includes batgirl

in her bat costume, drool...
The Star Trek Compendiun
A Asherman Pocket
Like the Batbook,
to another TV show,
title. If written by the right per-
son, such compendiums (ljke the
Twilight Zone one) can be very
interesting. To be so they must be
objective rather than over the top,

this is a guide
the one in the

reporting the bad with the good.
This book is objective in this
manner. It is also a revised and

updated version of an earlier book.
The first five chapters deal with
the initial creation of the series.
The next three chapters give an
episode gulide for each season, list-
ing principal cast, synopsis, the
odd photo and a commentary on the
episcde. Chapter nine deals with
syndication, ten with conventions,
and eleven with the animated series.

Chapters twelve to fourteen handle
the proposed new TV series and its
development into the series of

films, ending with Star Trek III but
alsc hinting at IV.

Overall this is an excellant in=-
troduction to the series and which
ue trexfan should be without., Even
if you’re not a fan, it’s still

facrinating to see the development of
a concept show such as StarTrek.

Rupert + A bear’s life

A Bestall and G Perry Pavillion

with
anij-
The last chapter
with the general development
of the characters and storyline in
the strip and possible future
directions, The appendix is a 1list
of Rupert annuals and the stories
featured in each.
Overall this
presentation.
illustrated

changed over the years, also
the spread of Rupert overseas,
mations and so on.

deals

brilliant
Is fully
several

is a
The book
and there are
full length storles to show what
Rupert is 1llke. It is a mine of
information for all Rupert Fans.

Son ¢f Golden Turkey Awards

H & M Medved : Angus & Robinson

This 1{is a sequel to an earlier
book that has also been reviewed in
these pages. Like the original book,
it looks at the bad taste and worst
efforts of the Hollywood phenomonon

in a humcurous manner. The format is
the same as the first book. The
authors present it as a series of

mock-awards in bizarre categories,
give a brief rundown of each of the
candidates, list the wlinners and
explain the reason why.

By wuse of this format the full
folly of Hollywood is exposed for
all to see, This was a must buy for
me. I have a particular interest in
bad taste and silly extremes of
huran behaviour. The award categor-
ies sum up some ¢f the sillyness,
for instance: The Most idiotic ad
lines in hollywood history: The
worst performance by Ronald Recagans
The worst promotional gimmick in
hollywood history: The worst beach
party movie ever made; and The most
laughable concept for an outer space
invader. '

As you Kknow, I’m a Rupert Bear TJule 10 e VTl
fan. I was surprised to see a book
about Rupert in the local booKshop RO W IROE
so I bought it. This book, which is
hardback and 168 pages in length, Crage wc
gives a history of Rupert until the wi- -}
present time. 1t comes four chapters L nE’ED
and an appendix. The first chapter NJ =u RJ!
details the origin of Rupert and his
creator, Mary Tourtel. The second
chapter deals with the Artist that LJ4<W
later became known as the Rupert
artist - Alfred E Bestall. The third &g JoLwad
chapter tells of how the Rupert ARME2
Annvals were produced and have
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=========z) BOOKS:ATLAS OF PERN & THE LAND szszzz=sza =

The Atlas of Pern

& The Atlas of The Land E,D/TrWAFFZ-E
K Fonstad : Corgi/Del Rey

These booKs are an attempt to map

the imaginary lands as depicted Iin (continued from page 1)

the original stories, They are indi- So why call this a senses workKing
rect sequels to The Atlas of Middle |overtime issue?

Farth which dealt with J.R.R. All sorts of reasons I guess, but
Tolkien’s Ring cycle. If you’re not [none of which are fully explained in
familiar with the original stories |this zine. Since the last zine [’ve

(where have you been!) the atlas of |been able to sit back and relax a
Pern covers the world of Pern as |bit, to enjoy life more fully. The
related by Anne McCaffrey and the |funny thing is that when you do this
atlas of The Land deals with the [you tend to notice more.

world created by Stephen Donaldson Like the XTC song, "Senses working
for the Thomas Covenant cycle. overtime®”, it all comes in to be

The maps come in four different {sorted out and, analysed and stcored
varietys: regional, site, travel and | for future reference. Aand like thnat

thematic and through a combination |song, I find it very very good. Part
of each and extensive annotation {of this is reflected in the LCC
each area and location of importance |which are the aain feature of Lii.
in the works is represented. Where | issue.

pessible, the author has made use of Due to space limitations, [ wasn’:
direct quotes and / or maps. Overall | able to Include the Medlafandom Pt 2
the effect is quite convincing. You |report or the Theory of Formatl

would almost think that if you find |{systems, but these will appear in
a means of getting there, you could |the next issue. See you then!

find your way about using these maps
and diagrams.

I have a general interest in maps
and geography and am especially | «
interested in the Covenant series so
it was a 1logical choice for nme.

o

C

There s also a Pern riders game UMNTELLIGABLE BUT/ HIGHLY $TTLISH
available and the atlas would make a SIGNATURE To &HVE /THAT gxm,q
good <comapanion for this and the "eersomAL Y TOUCH.

series.

RATIONAL: Tau Ceti Phoenix:Apocrypha is a personal fanzine edited by
Larry A. Dunning of P.0. Box 111, Midland 6056. It exists for purposes
of communication, entertainment and insight between the editor, contri-
butors and readers of the ’zine. To produce such a magazine requires the
use of money and advertising is seen as a relief to that requirement.
Having accepted the need for advertising, it shsuld be noted that in
principle all advertisers should be charged under the same rates.
RATES: The following rates are effective until further notice.

1ST PLACEMENT Initial adverts are free.

INSIDE COVER A% 13 maximum of two per Issue.

FULL PAGE - As 10

HALF PAGE - A% 5

QUARTER PAGE - A$ 5 for two issues advertising.
CONVENTIONS - All conventions get free advertising.

FORMAT: Advertlisements should already be prepared for publication.
All ads should be B4 slze or less and suitable for reproduction on a
black/white photocopier. Other than the above, anything goes. The editor
reserves the right however to reject any advertlsement as beling
unsuitable for any reason whatever.

COPIES: Each advertlaer receives a complimentary copy of the issue they
advertise in.
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TMMEDIATE ' (CREATI.IRES)?' El O ERICA

RELEASE ATLARGE STANLEY
(415)
P.0. Box 687 355-READ

1082 Grand Teton Drive
Paciflea, Ca. 94044

THE FUNNY SIDE OF ROBERT BLOCH

REVEALED IN THE RETURN OF LEGENDARY, LONG-LOST LEFTY FEEP

The world knows Robert Bloch as the author of Psycho, the
novel that inspired Alfred Hitchcock to new heights of cinematic
horror and put a damper forever on designer shower curtains.

But there is a sunnyside-up to this master of horror: a
talent for humorous fantasy, the kind that tickles ribs, splits
sides and causes usually sedate sourpusses to roll in the aisles.

Back in the 1940s the irrepressible Bloch proved it by
writing a series of rollicking yarns about a racetrack tout named
Lefty Feep. Feep was a fast-talkin', fedora~-flippin', zootsuit
zapper always meeting daffy
doctors, incredible inventors and
gorgeous "ginches"™ in his quest to
make a fast killing. And finding
himself up to his skinny neck in
buffoonery and lampoonery.

Almost all of these stories have
remained out of print through the
decades . . . but now Lefty is
back in LOST IN TINE AND SPACE
WITH LEFTY FEEP, to be published
in April, 1986, by Creatures at

Area publishing house specializing
in offbeat fiction and nonfiction.

LOST IN TIME AND SPACE WITH LEFTY
FEEP will feature Lefty's first
eight Fables of the Forties,
reprinted as they ran in Fantastic
Adventures, complete with period
slang and topical references. Plus one brand-new story Bloch
wrote for this edition, in which Lefty turns up not aged a day
since 1950!

Large, a new San FPFrancisco-Bay



ROBERT BLOCH AND LEFTY FEEP - PAGE 2

LOST IN TIME AND SPACE WITH LEFTY FEEP features
illustrations by artist Kenn Davis, who has also dreamed up a
riotous cover of Lefty and his assorted associates.

Chelsea Quinn Yarbro provides a penetrating study of Bloch
the man and writer, explaining how such delightful stories could
have sprung from the mind of the same man who wrote SUCH STUFF
AS SCREAMS ARE MADE OF, CHAMBER OF HORRORS, OUT OF THE MOUTHS OF
GRAVES, NIGHTMARES, BLOOD RUNS COLD and THE LIVING DEMONS.

John Stanley, editor-publisher of Creatures at Large, and
author of THE CREATURE FEATURES MOVIE GUIDE, offers a lengthy
interview with Bloch about the creation of Lefty Feep, describing
Bloch's writing environment in the hills of Hollywood, his
thoughts about writing fantasy comedy and what he thinks of
blondes. Also provided with each story are Bloch's recollections
on how the stories came to be written.

This nostalgic return to the Forties is a collector's item
for Bloch fans. The book will be available in quality paperback
($12.95} and in a special slipcase deluxe signed edition ($40).

LOST IN TIME AND SPACE WITH LEFTY FEEP establishes for a
whole new generation of readers that Robert Bloch is as much a
master of mirth as he is a master of mayhem and murder.

But be forewarned:

YOU CCULD LAUGE YOQURSELP TO DEATH



