igu
"é'%ﬁﬁﬁg
Issue number iwo March 1, 1972

Thermopolae is pubdlished by Payion D. Turpin, P.0. Box 6560, La Jolla,

California 92037. It is a journal of Posital Diplomacy variant games
and is at present concerned with Imperialism IX-R, invented by Rod wWalker.

Section number two is filling far more rapidly than I had ecxpected. At
present there geven players signed up for this seciicn, only one of whom

is playing in sec¢tion number one. 1 &m quite pleased by this. The remaining
two Spots are open 1o anyone, including players I»om section number one.

I will accept the first two preference lists I receives The gamefee is

$5.00 from new players and $3.00 from players in section number one.

ANNOQUNCEMENTS AND GAME COPENINGS

I received one of the most pleasant surprises of my life last Monday.

Dig ite I% seems that there is this architect living in Australia with
the unlikely name of Alexander Tasker Stewart Ryrie (alias Count Dracula).
This architect (called “Tas™ by his friends) took the maps of Imperialism
IX, enlarged them to about 3% by 24°, and made 2 bunch of beautiful
lithograph prints of the whole thing. He sent me a copy, at 2 cost te
himself of about $3.00, and it reached me 1last Monday. The print is now
hanging over my desk. You would think that after this I would do hin

a favor in return, but instead I told him that now he's got Lo play in

a game. Tas is now entered in section number *twos

If any of you out there would like to receive a similar print, then youlre
smarter than I thousht you were, because they look fantastic. Let me
know i€ you would like one, and I°11l see if I can cajole Tas into sending
me & few (million) more copies. They should cost about $1.50 to $2.00.

I believe that Craig Besinque s1ill has some seis of his Imperialism IX
conversion kite, which transforms an ordinary Divlomacy set intc an Imper-
ialism IX sets Write Craig at Box 31, Edgewood, B.C., CANADA.

Fred C. Davis of 5307 Carriage Couri, Baltimore, Maryland 21229, has openings
in three Diplomacy variants. 1) Atlantica: centering on the Atlantic

Ocean, this game includes the Western half of Europe and the Eastern half

of the United States. Great Powers include United States of America,
Confederate States of America, and Canada. 2) Abstraction: resembles
regular Diplomacy, but all powers etart with at least four units and theve
are lots more supply centers. 3) Germany versus the World: I'm entersd

in thig one. Just like regular Diplomacy except thait Germany and Austria-
dungary have been combined into one power and given two extra units.

All other countries are independent.
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By now I am sure that most of you have your plans for the next few years
1aid oute Sec please send me either tentative moves or sealed orders
at least a week or so before the deadline.

L»d now: (goody) PRESS RELEASES

frgos, 1 January 431 B.C.: CITY ABOLISHES OLD GOVERNMENT, ESTABLISHES
PEERIOCRACY! Acting in the face of the threat of 2 new war in the Pello-
ponnessus, the Argos City Council today voted itself cut of existence and
eatablished a peeriocracy in the City. Argolis's foremost soldier/diplomat,
Peeryclec, was elecied Supreme Peericrat for life and given cemmand of

ail armed forces and the City's govermment. The new Goverment will consist
»f two bodies: The Council of Greater Peerisites consisting of the top

14 <axpayers in the City; and the Counclil of Lesse:r Peerisites consisting

of the bottom 14 taxpayers in the City. After deliberations in City Hall
Peerycles announced the following members of the Peericratic Council:

Supreme Peericrat: Peerycles

Peericrat of War: (Peerikreig) Moshe Dayancpolis

Peericrat of Naval Affairs: (Peeritub) Admiral of the Backside
Jesus Bar-Shara

Peericrat of Public Works : (Peerimascn) Spiro Walkerus

Peericrat of Communications: (Peericomos) Jurior Turpin

Peericrat of Foreign Affairs: (Peerimyth) Annanyus Landerusz

Peericrat of Health Bducation: (Peeriscx) Helene of Troy

Argos, 2 January %31 B.C.: ALL OUT WAR EFFORT LAURCHED, GENERAL STAFF SPLIT!
After several meetings at War Headquarters (The Peerigon), the Gemeral
Staff today announced a coordinated pian for waging an all-ocut defensive
war during the current crisis. Under this plan Argolis’s natural frontiers
will be defended by stationing ammies oh other cities territories.

Under the first stage of this plan Argolis®s armies will occupy the north
shores of the Culf of Xorinthos end will occupy the cities of Patras,
Sikyon, and Korinthos. With this as a base of Operations the Argelis

army will march north and attack Novi Sodom which is located in the moun-
tains north of Greece. The destruction of Novi Sodom was named as the
number one gofl of Argoiis by the Combined Councile in a master strategy
planning session with the Supreme Peericrait. In the meantime the flee:s

of Argolis will make a journey to the Holy Land, secure a cargo of cedars
of Lebanon, and then attempt to exchange thaem on the Alexandrian market for
2 load of lox and bagels which can be bootlegged on the Athenian marke:.

&gg%aa 5 Januar%.k}l B.C.: ARGOLIS DENOUNCES OTHER GREEK STATES, SEEKS
ALLIANCE WITH ATLANTIC: After denouncing the other Greek states for
failing %to launch and all-out attack on Persia Argolis today anncunced
it would seek an alliance with Atlantis to destroy the Persian monstor.
Said the Supreme Peericrai: "The desitruction of Persia is and must be
the first goal of every Greeks Anyone who fails to cooperate in this
effort is not a true Greeck but rather a gon of &8 « ¢ « "

Argos , 6 January 431 B.B.: COUNCILS DECLARE WAR! In a short business
meeting the Combined Council today passed a series of declaration of
war messages against several nations including: Attika, Epires, Ionia,

Lakonia, Makedonia, Persia and Thessaly. Only Boeotia escaped a declaration
of war message. Why she should be spared is the number one quedtion in
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po3u8 irpesisitible power, unti’ their batteries ran out. No haim came

5 he ELMERs but over a thousand sguare nmiles of Persian land was desiroyed

o centuries to come. The Persian scientific communify wae appreciably
aller when Xerxes II lopped off several heads.

6. L7%h day of Metageitnion: Thiz fair city on the Peneus river
Dsas was snocked to learn that kackules XIX had purchased vast
coetg of land nearby, for the purpose of tesiting new weaponyg systiems
feeted by two local scientists, Megaton and Kiloton. It is rumored
¢t this will be the Greek answer +o the ultimate Persian weapon. HMean-
te the sudden influx of Athenian, Spartan, Mokedonian, Boeotian, and

solite mean of learning has put a severe strain on the local accommoda-
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FROM _MOUNT GTLYMPIS

ireetings!  Bellarophon here. Such joyful news I have for you this day.
news of a blessed event the like of which Hellae has never seene. Rackules
Ti¥. chief oligarch of Thessaly, is taking himmelf a bride. No more
concubines for "01d Rackitty™ (25 his subjects affeciionately call him).
Tou may well ask, “who is the lucky givi*. Well, X°21 tell you. KXing
sichensingue of Boeotia has graciouasly consented to give Rackulesg the
hand of his dausghter, Lysisirata Y.

A%t the insistance of Rackules tha wadding is <o take place in lLarrissa.
e only delay invoived will be while Yichenmingue congtructs a cart

capable of earrying his daughter all the way tug Thessaly. Lysistrata
17 {affectionately called "Little Lissy" or "Mama Corilin®} is rumored

W be guite anxious to begin the journey.

This wiil not be the first meeiing for this well-omened psir. They first
met during the 436 B.C. Olympimd, in the final round of the heavyweight
anything-gres, no-hclds-bared, wrestiing tournsment. You may recall that
vnn that occasion Lissie threw Rackules completely out of the ring and
into the vox seat occupied by Tannurhyden, a visiting Icnian Princs.
HFumor hasg it that from that moment Rackules hag been hopelessly in love
with Lysistrata II. His feelings have ceritainly been returned.

I mustént forget 0 tell you that King Roberlies of Lakonia has ssked
for my help in dealing with the pioblems +that the manure shortage has
caused in his country. I'm afraid that I was not able to be of much
help to hisc majesty. I did, however, use my powers o doubie the amount
of manure prodiuced by all animals in Sparta and the surrountiing sreas.
King Reberiies apprsciated this feat less whsen he found ouwt that ii ia-
cluded humans as well as sheepe.

I left Lakonia unsatisfied with this solution. I decided %o take up the
matter with the Argolite Peericrat of Health Education. Har Supreme
Peerigex was quite emenable to a week’s sojourn in Xaryvstes while we
discussed the probliem. Fortunately Alhene was in Asia Minor at the time
watching with grest amusement (and participating scmewhs3) in the antics
of the Persian FIMERs. I then left to investigric the Thessaly-Zpires
vordor war in Thessaliotis.
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