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ISSUE NUMBER SIX MAY 13, 1972

This zine is published by Payton D. Turpin, P.0. Box 6560, La Jolla. Calif.
92037, and is devoted to Imperialiem IX-R, a Diplomacy Variant game invented
by Rod Walker. It also mucks around & bit in other things.

The above drawing is by Mrs Willism Bruce, and clums;ly reproduced by me.

% expresses the theme of Aristouhanes” ;xg;atrata, in which the women of
Greece go on a sex=gsirike in order to persuade their men to stop flgntlnbu
Those of you who have read the play will deduce that the woman is Myrinne,
and the man is heyr husband, Kinesias.

Caphtor: Red Walker, 471G Felton St., Sun Diego. Calif. 92116, This is
Theimopolae®s brother zine, the only other zine in the world which carries
imperiaiism IX-R. Rod is at the moment looking for scme standby players

for a game already underway. I have recently gotirn into this game., playin::
Lakonia. Spartans are simply superior. ngnt, Beb? Right, Doug? Well,
anyway. subscriptions to Caphtor are 10 issuss for 1§, plus a number of

back issues frees Now can ya beat that, huh?
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ield, Iti. 66513,

Anscniuss, Joseph 0. Antosiak, 3637 Arden Ave., Brookf
S 11 as reguiar Dippyi

Jue has openings for "Origins Of World War II" as we
Weil, pguys, I have great neaping mcounds ol crud To Throw yous @iy, ﬁue e
my inability to put cuil an interim issue since #5. So, withoui furthey

delay,. I will begin tossing. Here's loud number 1.

PACE=TQ=FACE GAME

The savage San Diegans are at it again. The cast for this drama was: David
Johnson (Thessaly and Argolis), Larry Peery (Epiros aznd Ionia), David Kraugh
{Boiotia), Richard Robinson (Makedonia), Dave Scott (Persia), Scott Turpin
{Lakonia), Payton Turpin (Attika). By the way, I recommend this sysitem of
. _country division if you wani to play Imp-IX with only seven players. . —— - --

Az the geme got underway conflicts developed between Attika and Ionia, Lakoric
and Argolis, Thessaly and Makedonia. Argolis and Jonia began to fall slowiy .
Peery and Johnson exhibiting goced tactics in the fzce of long odds. 1t was
soon apparent that Makedonia was not blockading the Persisns. Indeed, an
alliance existaf betwsen.them: In 429 Boiotia atiacked Thessaly, whéch ol
quickiy between him and Makedonia. Aliso in 429 Attika and Persia worlked
together vo get a Double Army to Zarazm, wiih Argolis revenging himself on
Lakonia by giving supporti.

In h28 Persian units were moving through Makedonian Home Centers. disbanding
garrisong behind them =228 per agreement. IEpiros and Boiotia joined %o resiss
the Pergians. In 427 the last Ionian units fell. Persian Double Avmise
advanced on Thesgaly., Atitika assumed complete control of the Aegean.

some Makedonian fleets appearred in the North vo challenge Atiika. but no
serious threate The Persian Doudble Army in the Peloponnesus continued to
piay Ring=-Around-The-Rosie with the Lakonian Armies; and eveniuvally worked
ite8 way into Spavia. In 426 Attika made a gerious misiaks. convoying a
Persian Double Army to Karysios. -

7y

By 425 Persian Double Armies were in Southern Thessaly.and Phihictis. - Beiot.a
was falling repidly. An alliance had existed for the eniire length of the
game beiween Attika and Boiotia, dbut the Boiotians, realizing that his couni
was doomed, secretly made a survival pact with the Persians. In 424 Boiotis
convoyed a Persian Double Army to Tanagra, and the Persian Double Fieet, in
the South Euboic¢ Gulf, convoyed Karystos ic Rhsmncs. This teautifully timed
and executed stab resulted in the swift fall of Athens. As Sparta had falle .
already. Persia had won the geme. Congradulations are in order for Dave Boc
who, besides his usual fine tactical game, played a briiliant game Diplo-
matically, playing about 15 ends against ithe middle.

I learned quite = bit from this game, and I*il pass along to you what I thir:
is relevent. 1) Makedonia should not underestimate the bargaining power of
having the Persians blockaded. 2) Lakonia should sece {he possibilities irn
an alliance withr Argolis, since the time invelved in wiging out Argelis give
his enemies the chance {0 ring him to prevent hais ever breaking out of the
Peloponessus. 3) Attika, after wiping out Ioniz, can practically dictate
terme o Persia, and should not be coerced into dangerouns moves.



Page 3

Yeii, for lack of anything worse to du 10 you, prepare to receives
Soebion Numbor One SPRING 430 B.C. 1972 Cen2

11Y GUIET ON THE PELOPONNESYAN FRONT. PERSIAN FLEET ESCAPES. IONIA GIRDS
£ RZIST PERSIANS. BATTLE LINES BEING DRAWN ON THE MAINLAND.

soooiis (Peery): A Mykenai Support A Sikyon: A Troizen to Korinthos; A Sikyon
Support A Troigen to Korinthos, A Patras Hold, F Argos Hoild.

Aviika (Brackman): P Kephellania to Sea of Ithaca, g;g%;xgggig_gg;%ﬂig
Ai*o%ia, F Rhodes to Lykian Sea, F Knidos Suppozrt F Rhodos to Lykian Sea.
F phic Sea Support P Rhodeos o Lykian Sea, P Naros. to Paitmos Sea.

F Melos %o Pards Sea, I Skyros to South Aegean Sea, F Eretria S.C. to
- Karystos: A Rhomumos toMhiorikos, A Bthéns HOId, F Myrtoum Sea Hold,
F Thasoes to Thracian Sea. . -

Boiotia (Besinque): A Malis to Ainis, A Orikhomenos to Phokis, A Oreos to
Ergtria, F North Euboic Gulf to Pelasgian Gulf, F Thebai {o North Euyhoic
Gulf.

Epiros (Brooks): A Dodona to Thesprotia, A Hellopia Support A Dodona to
Thesprotia, A Apollonia to Molossia, A Iliyria Support A Apollonie to
Molosair, F Korkyra to North Ionian Sea.

Yonia (Verheiden): P Samos to Leros Sem, F Khios to lkarian Sea, F Lesbus

t0 Aiolic Sea. A Erythrai to Smyrna, A Ephesos Support A Erythrai to
Smyrna, e S hrai to Sm /Annihilated/, F Phokaia
Support A e: A karnassos Hold.

Iakonia ({Howerton): No Moves Received. P Gytheion to Lakonian Sea, A Altelis
A Akhaia, A BElis, A Arkadia, A Medplopolis, A Zarax, A Sparta. A Sel-
lasia, A Amdbrakia, P Messcnia, all Hold.

Makedonia (Weidmark): A Wekt Thrace o East Thrace, A Ainos to Khersoncsos,

A Pella to Therma, A Edessa Hold.
Pergia ( in)s DA Phrygia to Bysantium, DA Mysia to Kyme., DA Lydia Suppor:
‘ DA a to Kyme, DA Karia to Indos, DP Lykian Sea to Patmos Sea.

Thessaly (Rack)s P Phthiotis Hold, A Thessaliotis to Dolopia, A Larissa o

Thessaliotis, A Elimeia Support A larissa to Thessaliotis.

The only move made for Bob Howerton was the deferisive move of the fleet to

ihe Lakonian Sea to preserve his position. Iley, Bob, you can’t do this %o mo-
I don®t mind you missing the move, but you've cheating my readers out of the
continuing adventures of King Roberlies of Lakonia, and that I will not
tolerate. I am sure that Bob will continue to play, but just in cass I am
talling for standby moves for Fall, 430 B.C. from Victor Ricci, 99 St. Marlks
Piace, New York, N.Y. 10009,

PROPAGANDA

Lgriss%ﬁ Winter 4131 E.g. - Rackules XIX, chief oligarch of Thessaly, announcad
today t a treaty has been concluded with King Kichensinque of Boio%tia.

Tne pact calls for mutual aid in the event of an attack by a third party ae
woll as a treaty of friendship for a pericd of 15 ysars. "This treaty is of
great advantage of Thessaly as it assures the security of our southern bor-
dors”, claimed Rackules. However, it is rumored adbout the capital that the
tregty was imposed on Kichensinque under duress, whon the marziage contract
was not executed by Lysisirate’s elopement with Gibbon of Orcos.
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“pessaiiotis, Spring 430 B.C. -~ Tension is nouniting an thas bovder previc
with the news that Rix the lLoguzcious has somehow paised two now aryies.
Hviovhon predicted new cistles plong wiae horder and has carled for cups
from his half-broether. Marvcus of Maekedoniz. The latier mas asyead o

d.ict acecaess to Makedonian provainces by Zp2rogs

Patiiotis, Spring 430 B.C. = Paced by tne numerically supericy foress of
doittias, the supreme comnander of the ¥

-rquested permigsion from Rackules to &
wiilh Rackules was reported 0 have sai
noy pergsonally withdraw to my dungeon Lf
Iexophon vedoubled his efforiss o defond this city.,

T

TR L BOTIAR 430 BT - Wemnphnch, whe ToiL TEies) indey officislls
c3 GPONLNE OF bhe Apnvodite Pesvaivel. The first item of the cai
gvenits was a parade reviewsd byour auesis of hornor Peorimyth and Pes:

Argolig. After mony army unites in full regeliz. agsoried charicis,
and war machines the parade waz climaxoed by <the anpearance of RKackules

-

carried by a hundred virgins in diaphanous gowns. MNuch as this svent wo:
appreciated by the assembled multitudes, all thoughts were fturnmed 4o ths

ninating event of the week: the tesi of the rew wempti.

Gennus . Spri L99 B.C. = There are several reporis of the Oraclie. Srane

being seen entering the laboratories of Megatoa and Xiloten carvying Lo -
urns. This rumor has not been confimmed by officials of the reaim. Tn
news, Rackuiss annewnced the formation of an elite unit <hat will be 3y
tiie new weapon. In the meantime, fastiviiizs are well underway with du
in the stireets., mass drunkenness and votal reiaxation of moral behavior.
Residents ciaim that this is the best festival on record.

larissa, Spring 430 B.C. - Radiophon, our man in Sardis, today reporits t-n
Yoerxes has undertaken the invasion of Greece without PRIDEIMER AND PRIT:. -
% is believed that thiz awesome machines have learned how %o swim dDut -»

not rustproofed. A fatal omission of the part of several more scientis .
PRID and PRIC have beon left with a lccal Phrygian tinsmith to be galran:zo
They wili rejoin Xeérxes II later in the campsign.

Knersonesos, sEgin%M 430 B.C. = The Makedonian %94 Scottish Highlander i
Tiped inte herse wWith colcrs flying above the array of snccking young msn o
checkered hot pante and mini-skiris. This band. ithe Torerumme: of Scoll: .
bands to come in the future, plays the pipes of Lochshire in splendid tu-
with the lemmings who through scme poweriul strength supplisd by the oo
swar all the way from the barbarisn‘e ilands of the fapy, far Norsn to cgo
navec amoung all who meet thew. The lemmings are cspeciaily helpful i
the Persian Indian Flephant Forces, and the hords of Persion womGn wacs
drag into battie. How slse do yvou thiank ithey make double armies?

East Thrace. Swring, 430 B.C. -~ Tha momt aiartiing octurence in the hrguor
of the 50th Scottiern bBand occurod veday in the midst of neavy battic. The
whole cast flanik of the band was pu¢ to seige by the Hoyal Persian ZDlos
Forte 992, and all the lemmings were caoliad out o meet the incressed Hi:
Forces., Alnost sinulianeously. an arny of Yersizvg finestd camo swooniny
down out of the sky on rugs of fiax. drupping bonds of witermelong oion




Page 5

Seotss Though these were strange events indeed. none was stranger than the
nnezarhead of the Persian attatk. Thousands of gcreaming Persian women asse
s Lot the Scottigh middle forces. They cane sweeping over the hills wieldaig

=5 clubs of jagged steel, scroeaming murder, and spitiing blood. Their
1is were bent low in onward rush. The smaller Scottish feorces almost
-nicked, except for the strict guidence of Capi» Weidmark, forerunner of
3uottish captaing of the distant future. Capl. Weidmark struck hs baton

spon a stumps and prompily coughed. Tho Scots looked up at this 40 thexr
iecnders; and immediately assembled their instruments of war. "A one, and a
o, and a three.® called out Capt. Weidmark. A siricking chorus of the
Maltedonian-Scottish combination naticnal anthem reigned over all vibdrations
which pathed the imnes of sounde. The Persian women suddenly looked up at this
%o get-their firet real look-et their foe. Thay otopped in awed silence.
e Scots ceased their playing at the sudden action of the,.Persians. OSuddeniy
che Persians dropped their amms. and in a terrible cloud of dust, swept in
amoung the valiant Scots. The Scots were overcome by the dust, and had no
idea what was happening. Soon the dust cleared and 4,000 ¥ify nude men viewad
thousands of Pergian women retreat back into the hills, carrying the apparel
of <he denuded Scois. The reascn for such an action was thought to be envy.
Naw Scottish uniforms of scarlet hotpanis and checkered blouses are now being
sown together back in Edessa.

FURTHER ANNOUNCEHENTS

The results of the firet election of the New Diplomacy Organization have
been returned. There are a few categories that have to have new elections
{Cmbudsman, Vice~President), but most of the results are final. I have lost
out in the race for Editor. Well, I°11l bet the people in the Press will be
soryy to see me go, cause now they won’t have anybody to kick around. These
£ilthy rotten o » + o Yant o« « « rave - @iCe

Seriously though, my best wishes to John Boyer, who is a fine publisher. My
congradulations also to Larry Pesry, ocur new President and a fine gentleman.
A harder worker you'll not find, nor a more taciturn one (tee, hee). I anm
also well ploeased with our two At-Large Countil Members, Rod Walker and
Eiliot Lipecno. Better luck next time, Ed.

I would 1ike to call for a response from all ¢f the seventeen players in thi:
nagatine concerning the length of the deadlines in ppolae. This has be:n
worrying mée. I want to give everybody a quite reasonable amount of time to
conduet Diplomacy. I have already heard from two of my pleyers on this subd-
jecte Ed Rack finds the deadlines accepiable and Rick Brooks finds them

too short. When all of you send me your noxt moves, would you please inciud:
your opinions on the deadlines. This will be much appreciated,

Letters to Craig Beeingue ghould now be sent to GENERAL DELIVERY, Princeton.
5.,C. CANADRE. Summer is approeaching, guys., So remember tc lei me know your
nlang and new addresses so that there will be no communications foul-ups.
Aleo, if msome of you are planning lengthy vacations, I will be giad to try
and plan my summer deadiines around your travel gschedules; whenever possiblec.
As for myself I will probably be remzining in San Diege for most of the
summer, although at a new address which I will telil you later.
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But through the gloom shines a ray of nope, geing by the name of:

Seetion Number Two SPRING 431 B.C. No number vet

o

R

31

ALL WOVES SUCCEED? THROUGHOUT THE CGREEK WORLD, THOUSAKLDS Y SHIPE PU
S¥A. HUNDREDS OF ARMIES MOBILIZE.

srgeolie {(Scott): 4 Argos to Arkadie. A Wykenzi Suprort A Argoes to Axkocis
P Proizen tu Horinthos.

Attika (Ryrie): P Lemnos to Thracian Ses., F Aundrog 4o South Aegean Sea,
¥ Naxom o Paros Sea. P Rhodoz o Patnmos Sea, P Bhamnos to Scuth Eubo:-
Culf, ¥ Therikos o Myrioum Ben. ¥ Athons to Thorikos. ¥ Kephellianio
* Y

to Sea of Ithaca.
- -—Beoiotia (Turpin): -A-OrFhomenos o Phekis. A Thebai sc Lokeis I. P Ternoorr

w0 Hovih Bubole Gulf. . .

Epirog (Proujonsky): F Anoliioniz to North Ionisn Sea. Awmy Dodenma to
Thesprotia, Army Hellopiza to Ampailokhin.

Ifonia (Robinson): P Phokaisz to Alolic Sea, F Samos o Ikayrian Sea. 4

. Erythrai Hold, A& Ephescz jo Milotoz.

Lakonia (Ryan}: A Mesgenia to Eiis, 4 Pellsna wo Megalopolis, A Gytheicn
To Messenia, A Sparta oo FPellana. A Seiinsiz Hold. A Ambyakia to oo

Makedonia (Galenzeskij: A4 Bdeges to [ilyria. A Pella to Thorma, A Ther..
to Abdera.

Porgia (Andvues): ALl uniis hold. Pirst movement, Spring 435 5.0,

Thessaly (Duerk): A Mylzi o Thessailiotis, & Larissza o Fhepai, P Magnesio
0o Sea of Hendee.

PROPAGANDA

Olympes _and points north, 431 B.C. - Dus %o circumstances beyond cur contro
magniy ecause of some upztart King in Thesasaly. the Olyspics will not be v i
this year. It is hoped that some zgreement will scon be reszched. howeves,

although demands of King Colbali that each contestent scrve one yesr in itho
Inperial Azmy is ocut of the guestion.

Pella, 431 B.C. =~ This great city hopes o have-in the near future iresh co o
from our belocved brothers of Silogra. It i¥ nuped that nothing stands in U
way of agresment between thoe cther Groel states and Silogra s8¢ that fhe sun, 'y
will be contivued. HINT?

Secrgt info from the book of ¥ Hiil = "Did yoo know tiat most of ths
Peraian fieect 18 reSTiNg in The Lykian Ses?®

Rosemary’s Baby was a Povoian, and it is rumored that 1t hes now grown +o
manhood and hag taken the title of Periandrus the ITI & 4.

Thorma, just obove Khallkhidike — It iz zumcied that Kung adrnold=the-Ilivesr !
oroke and now must Live in a rHogel run By Ionian interesis. Tae only proli
with Jonian Hetels is that they tend w0 ficod at high itide. foreing the wen
*ing to take up residence on the prood for 2il Lo see. )

Aparta, May 9, &3] B.C. - A craszed lunaiic. bomtatively i

Zhagthon. "Sen of the Sun Godv, wes shot down today by Eparie

—
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Leherias 28 he nade a low sweep ovey the ciziy in hiz winged chariot, The
conian Military Command announced. The city Ephors were undecided as 1o
s should be done with this misguided individual. Although no informaxion
" been officially relessed. local insurence companies are being advised by

covarmment not %o gell any long term life policies to said individual,
Cooatnens Further bulletins o follow.

sy gne office of Rikardhos. Stratesgos of sil Jonia -~ Word may have leaked
T Tcorcerming a large, sun-lilke explozion in the Anatolian provinces of itao
coouhan Bmpive. This is not, as come have suggested, ‘the result of activiv.ox
o wizmerds similar %o the Megaton and Kiloton of mytn. The explosion wvas the
Wit of an accident in ocur Galakiikes scientific exploration program. It
secms that our kosmic chariot Telemmetres II. fired from Hallkarnasos some
oL agos failed to acheive successful staging, so that the Jon-powered

Y

50

upper vehicle was unadle %o reach orbit. Happily, the iwo kosmonauial aboond
G able to bail ous of the failing ship, and we are awalting thelr roiurn
ny month nows On 2 lesser plane, cur Gigantiki class of Bupev-galleys are
seody to be tranmferved from drawing-tablet to shipyard. As of now. the de-
woliz are seoret. vut we can zreveal that they have a radical new power<zouri:t.

.60 AsP. (Argolisn Pigeon) News Service - Until now, nothigg wags known of

< pagt of Sanciair Yhe Great, the new Kayor of Troiszen and ruler of all
Argoilg. It was belisved that he was oither the nalf-broiher of Phaasthon

2 fool, descended from Mount Oiympes for some adventure: or else a Lakonion
' wno was forcsd to filee the country when he wag discovered in bed with
1°8 Dauvghter. Actually Sinciair was the eighth and youngest son of &
nen Tonian fisherman.

Being the youngest and never growing taller than 492v he was often cal od
sinclair the small. Eardy in life Sinclair knew that he would inherit noth ng
Zrom hie father. He had often heard his older brothers discussing using th:
sent to smuggle Opium into mainiand Greece. So when he was seventeen he le %
aoxe to make his fortune in the roycl ity of Ephesos.

Arpivimg there with no money he quickly looked arcund for something tc
stitl. He soon discovered that the only thing in the whole worid woith
zineiing were the dblocks of gold in the wault of the Treasury. Sinclair
decrded that he would not bs abie tc seduce the keeper of the keys 1o ‘the
vauit, so0 he disguised himself as a gold bricks. Once inzide the wvault ke
feund that all the gold bricks were painted lsad.

~ Sinclair was captured and put on trial for attempting o sieal the Kin ‘s
zolde The defense argued &hat he couldn®t posszibly be found guilty since
thore hadn®t been any gold to begin with. The judge accepted this arguemen
and found Sinelair guilty of subversive activities in trying 4o undevmine + :
s3uple’s confidence in the Treasury. He was ordersd to prove his patriotis:
¥y svealing an Attilan fleet and bringing it back Lo be used in the defense
S& lonia in the war. With that in mind, Sinclair was given an Army Surplus
vubber kayak, 2 fish hooks, and 3 Saltine crackers and iturned loose three
miles off shere-

... When he got to Athens, Sinclair found the whole city celebrating the
-pring Festival., Disguised as o midget ho searched out and fourd the ruler

gﬁ the Attikan fleetz, Coxmunder Baransra. Darghara was praciicing for the
“aechus Memorlal 500 being hold that weekend {the winner boing the first onc
=0 finish 500 cups of wine). and was totally incoherent. Sinclair gdiscoverc i
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that the orders for 2 new flset which nad just been buiit in AThens weérd
on his desk. Since the originai orders were illegiblc anyway. Sincliiap
felt no qualmz about cubstituting his own.

Arriving back &t the harbor with orders stating ¢nat he was o
command of the Tieet, Sinclsir prepzved o Leave for homn. Hefore he
aet sz1l, however, ne learned that Rikardince the Siy had declared hin
King of Ionia in a bloocdless coup. Sinclair therefore sailed away witl
new fleet, iocking for some new place o setile down (this explains why
Athens begins the game with only one fleetl, aven though the city can surd
wwo)e Sinclair wound up in Trolizen. arriving there just in time 0 wat o
all the boate in the fleet stationed there run aground on the breakwaiuo
er keal over and sink. Since the Argoliang were woesitly sheep=farmers.
ot then were abie to gSail. With Sincizir’s fleet ih the hartor and wihel .
swn on _the rocks. the peeple.were guick ¢ chesss Singlair as their meves

Br o

>

P
FOR I

vesk later the Argolian Counell votel Sinfila.w 8 SuDUems TummBiod.
ihe simpie rezscn that he was the oniy one in the souniyy who fnew !

3

to saii. Despite his stature he was hailed as Sinclair the Great, Tipus
the High, or Sinclair the Upton.

Troigen. A.P. = It was learned that upen hearing of ine Bungling of Tomt o

Farshara, Tasseus Rirey Alexander, & Uolonsi in the Army. led & cour ub
deposed Barshara. Tasseus tvhern purged &li thez other hdgh-rankiag oflic:
v m

and vransferred their men to the various fieetis suationad &t sush p ol
as Kepheliania and Rhodos. The whareavouts of Barsharé i1 unknowne

FROM MOUNT OLMPUS

Saluiatiens from your old friend Bellarophicn. I11 <Teil you. there ars
wiard fhings going on arcund here. Luast wesk. wiile L was on guby nede
Zeug®s palace. I received a report that there wers {two suns in the siky!
A% number c¢ne troubleshooter of Greece., [ immedintely investigated. The
reports were true. One of the suns was bahaving normalliy, moving S8i0wi
across the 3ky. but the other was acting most exratically, making dips .
dives that were altogether umsunlike. I horrowsd o pair of winged sande
from Hermes and flew up to take a look.

I discovered that it was indeed 3 seaond sun=chariot. oongaining a
heavily perspiring youth who was wrestling for contrel «f the chariet w
four cantenkerous, Iire-breathing stallicns. Witk my hels he got thom
controil; and iddntified himself as Phaethon, %Hhe Son of +he Sun-Ged. I o
not heard of him before; but if he wirs a Son of she Sur-God. then ha wis
technically my nephewy, S0 I decided <o isarn more about him. “No tize tu
talk now". Phaethon said. ©I was flying so fast that © just creshed aoo
some kind of dimenzsional barrier*. "Thizm isn't my world. The Ioiks boo
home must ve goitten a bit chilly witheut their suns. 7 goiva goet back.
along 1f you 1ikoe.®

Needless to say, I was intrigued by this, and rode with Phzethon as .
crashed dack through the dimensional barrier. He aad zpoiien the trukth. 20
were two separate dinensions, each contzining i1te own Greeck World., In
ways the worlds were radically different, but whey were s milar in many o

)

Well, since then Phaethon znd I have become zood Triends. and have nwd

that journey many times. I have told hia sbout all the avevrd things soo o
on in my weorid. V¥We imughed togethoer ot the storiszs I iold of Backulos

' +
- . ~

L
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sark of Makedonia and his Highlanders, of Pericles of Argolis and
~f.es of Lakonia« FPhaethon suggested that hot-pink sashes and lime-

tights would look situnning on Weidmark's Scotiish troops. He did
cotieve @hat the EIMERS of Xerxes really eoxisted until I showed them
wme AL which point he laughed himself gilly. As I related the amorous

:ure8 of Rackules, Phasthon wondered why I didn*t mention to Hera that
i found a man reputed to be ten-times betier as a lover than Zeus, peoint
in the direction of Rackules, and then sit back and watch the fun. We
no.ided to hold this tactic in peseyve-

I had thought that I knew some tall tales, but I knew that I met my
2tay when Phaethon siarted telling me about King GallozZenolozovoskivohomenoe
5 slokedonagy King Coltedl of Thessaly. Apnold-the<Liver oF Epiros, Rianidac
ei Laxonia, Tasseus of Attikas Rikardhos of Ionia, Perriendrua 4f Persia, .
~e7 Sinclaly the Great of Argolis. We both chuckled over the tale of Singlriw
cgeeeing that it was the most improbable yarn either &f us” had ever heard.

Yic realized instantly. howsver, the hidden truth of Sinclair déscridving
ainself as a goldbrick. Truer words were never spoken. .

- T particularly enjoyed Phaethon's story of the time he was capiured by
aninidas of lLakenia after his Sun-Chariot had gone out of control. Phaethor
col cscaped by slipping his guards a potion of incredidble laxative ferocity
’ﬂnanaggnclng aw2y, dodging the frantically hurtling bodieg of his erst-
cade gu S«

Since then, both of us have learned methods of going from dimension to
Jimengion quickly and easily, 80 we iteep in douch. We are able to split the
fuuies of watching after our worlds now; and can therefore take longer
vasntions. Well, see you later, friends. Don®% do anything we wouldn®t do.
Tus Lthen, we®ll do anythings

ON_IMPROVING JMPERIALISM IX by Dick Vedder

Edivor®s notes: The following article will hopefully lead to several improve -
mencs that I think need to be made in this game. Dick Vedder, the author,

is 2 leading designer of Diplomacy Variants (Diodokhi. Jihad) and ‘the Editoy
of Quo Yadis. He has played Imperiaiism Ix in Caphior (Rod Walker).

The mest difficult problem cenfronting any @esigner ot hig%orisal .
games is to make them ag authentic &8 possible without destroying playabiliv ;.
The balk of this article highlighte this ever-presen® dilemma in its 4islus-
sion of suggestions which I shall make for improving the game, Imperialism I'[

My first suggestion pertains to PERSIA. In the pressnt edition of
Tmporialism IXe Persia may not under any circumsiances make loans of 3upply
cxicers to Greek Statess Neow historically speaking, &his was not the case
at #ile During the late 5th, and through wmost of the 4th centuries B.C..

- Persian gold was consiantiy flowing aciross the Asegean Se2 in an atisapt o
niuy off the "Big Three® (Athens, Sparta, Thebes) against one another: Only
in this way could Persia provent any of the above from gaining gnough powar
to threaten the East. The effects of this policy were immense on Gresce;
wwu examples will suffice. The Spartan fleetv which finmally caused the down-
feil of Sthecentury Athens wouid never have been built had it not bBeen for
FParsian gold. And the recongtruction of the famed long Wolls by Athens
zaiy in the 4%h centwry, financed by Persia, made possible her resurgence

-y

qornaty and Rix the Loguacious, of Lysistrata IX and Gibbon. of Capte
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as a bloek o Spartan negemony. The lmporiance of ?ersigfﬁ.ecmuamic L
iomacy in keeping Greece devided is simply o0 gieat to be ign rads o
then might be dore to take it into account? It iz cevininivy obwious 2
all that to allow Persia an untimitved capabiiliwy Lo loan wapply cenve o
would prove ruinous to the gome (Ed. note: mayve not obvious, bubt I nu
proven thig in my playtesting). Buh I do ndt think that a restricted
capability ofs Bay, 1/10th of the supply centers. i.e. 6 or 7, would puo
unworkable. Another posgibility might be to give Persia the power €0
grant economic loans, rather than reguiar loans. Under this idea, Persis
would be able to tap the interior rescurces of her empire so as to provido
5 to 7 economic loans for CGreek builds,: 8iC..+, even if all of her on-
board territories were cccupied {HIGHHY unlikely).

My second suggestion concerns the sbove-menticned Long Walls. Thsoo
waile, each four wmiles iong, connected Athens with her nort of Piraeus.
and made it possible foxr her to withsiand The entirs land wmignt of Epurin
and her allies for the duration of the Great War-=-27 years. Yet, at
present in the rules, Athens can be taken like any other Gresk center.

I would therefore like to propose that Athens be made a double-defense
center (as with Constantinopie in my JIHAD geme}, and that this capablilli:
@xist even when the eity is not cccupnied by an Athenian (Aiiikan) unit.

(I include the latter because when the regular Forces wore gent cut almon
yearly during the campaign season, it was the resident aliens {(metics)

and the elder Athenian men and teenagers who proiected the city ageinut
the Spartans).

#¥ly third suggestion is a wonderful Greek custom which should be cop:.:
today. Every four years, all wars ccezased in ine Greelr World while the
Olympic Gamee were held. I would like %o suggeet that a variation of il o
idea might be introduced in Imperialigm IX-R., The first Ciympiad during
this %gga‘s time sequence would be in 428 B.C., followed by those in H#34,

2

429, etcs Why not have all wars among the Greeks suspended during
those years? Negotiations, moving for pogSition (inciuding any convoys
which would come under this heading). the capture of zupply coenters not
previously held., attacks or defensive mansuvers against the Fersian Empa:
buiids, loans, eitc.y would all be fllowed. 3ut the invasion of one’s
homeland (including that of Persia} and the capiure of previousiy-neld
supply conters would not be zllowed., Any invasions then in progress wowlid
have o sStop, but the victim {8) could not take any direct acilion tu repes
guch attacks. Farthermore, it might Lo poseibie {0 begin the game in

an Olympiad (432 B.C.). I believe that such a rule would add a great decs
of interesting and challenging play to the game.

A1l of he above suggestions have dealt with trying to make the gamc
more authentic. My last suggestion, however, concerns just the oppositc.
that is sacrificing historical authenticity to inprove pisyabiliiy. In
my opinion, ARGOLIS is the most difficult country to piay of 21l of than
(with the possibie exception of Thessaiyj. Argolis, more than any otin
has to depend on outside help to murvive, much lcss win the game, ii »
against & vreasonably intelligent, aggressive Sparian player. 8o I wous
like @o suggest that this over-dependence be lesscned by allowing Argo
to m@ke builds at Sikyon. which touches uvponr the Gulf of Coxinth. This
would definitely improve hor negotimiing posture. especialily vis-a-vis
Sparta, To whom she would have something weally itangible wo offer in itho

A

arsa where Spariz really nceds i%t: fleotis 4o convoy armies iwnbéo MW, oo
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T2 owann proves unworkadle; perheps Argolis could be given another army.

: just all armies ‘o vegin the game. As some of the readers know,

=i ~1ght now experiencing great difficulty playing Argolis in Caphters

300 T odo not want to give apyone the impression that Argolis cannot do well-
g cane dbut I think her odds of winning are about the same as are those

2D Austria in regular Diplomacy. It just seems unfortunate that Argolis
SENNOT De given a more advantagecus position: being historically the chief
sureat to Sparta’s threat i in the Peloponnesuse.

These are my suggestions. I have not presented them for the purpose
2f pressuring Rod Walker, my good friend, into making my chenges, but
retier to stimulate thought and discussion (which will hopefully appear
=v the pages of Thermopolae or Caphigr) on how to make Imperialism IX=R
a4 vetter gamee. . )

delly, vhat®s ity gang. «X would like ycur opinion®s om- this article, and
T will be glad to print your comments. I will give you my immediate reac-
tions right now.

1} T quite agree that Persia should be able to loan supply centers to some
axtent, but I don’t think that they should be free to Persia to lend., Pers'a
snculd have to work for them: I suggest that Persia be allowed to iend one
oul of every three supply centers she captures. This will force Persia o

ve conscioug of supply centers. I alsc think that after the second year,
Persia should be able to lend an amount eugal 1o two supply centers from

that which supplies her own units. This memns thai she may have to refuse

A buiid or even remove a unit, but this also should be he » previlege.

2) Personally, I think that Athens is quite difficult enougn tc capture aos
1t 18, Howsver, I have néthing particularly againet giving the city =z
defense force, so I will hold back on this one. Let me know what you think .

3} My conservative brain faile to grasp the advantages to ceasing the confl-cti
every four years just to promote realism. Purthermore, I recognize the
difficulty invelved in deciding just exactly what is contrary to the spirit

of the Olympies., I find this idea counter-productives

L) I agree completely with thef idea of giving Sikyon to Argolis as £ builicd
center. Perhaps Argolis shou@d still start the game with the same ihree
units, but havu_Sikygn belong to her without having to move there. This
way Argolis could build there at the end of the first year if she wished.

Yeu guys are weélcome to chop down my opinions as well as the article, of
course, 80 sogd them in.

AMPORTANT ~ In the orders of Section Number One, on Page Three, there is

an error. Please change the Boiotian Order of Malif to Ainis to A Lolis

<0 Phokis. Also change the Boictian Order of A Orkhomenos o Phokis to

& Urkhomeno# te Thebai. Sorry about this. Craig. but your set of revised
moves got logt in the shuffle. Boy, it sire would be great to be infallibl: .

Now that I'm thinking gbout it:
THE DEADLINE POR PALL ORDERS (both sections) IS FRIDAY. JUNE 9th, FR N
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