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BELLIGERENTS GATHER SECOND WIND .
 FRANGE GAINS WAVAL SUPREMACY IN MEDITERRANEAN

Toulon, France (December 7, 190L4): Francels program o naval construc-
tion has reached feverish proportions, In 1904 no less than ten new
' capital ships wers k14 down, launched and completed trials. It seems
' that the French sdmiralty has managed to win the dispute with the
- army over the allecation of funds, General Foch is reputed to have

' said, "damn fools, damm fools”, as he left the office of Loubet,

With the new squadrons Admirsl de Fomor 1s expected to remove any

- Italian influence still remeining in Africa, With the pirate Italian

. fleet destroyed all thkt will remain to obstruct de Femor are the

. yot untried fleets o Austrlia-Hungary and Turkey. Though the Austrian
. fleat has six battleshlips of the new dwsign, the experts do not rate

: the Austrian fleet too highly. The Imper Igl Fleet has never besn to

" sea and the newest ships do not compare either in armor protection or
‘welght of guna with the behemoths of the French fleet, It goes wlthout
: saying, that the ancient rams and cosstel defense vessels that are tvhe
‘Turkish fleet will not last ten minutes againgd the 12-inch guns of

. de Fomoris squadrons. All the experts agree thst the fleet now at

sea will enable the French to wrench undisputed control of the
Mediterranean Sea from the Balkan alllance. R

'Venioe, Austrian Zons of Occupation, Ital{ (November 15, 190l ):

.After 38 years, the Queen City of the Adriatic, whose marriage with

'the sea was once symboliged by & wedding ring cast into 1ts waters, is
‘again under the rule of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, An army 1is
hoadgunrtered here, looking uneasily across the plains of the Po at

_the French in Milan, A direct clash between thess two powers 1s expected
"in the- gpring. 5 : - -

. After abandoning the futile attempt to get & pass in dlsorganized
‘Rome, I set out on horssback to reach the Austrian liness Unfortunately,
ny horse was stolen nesr Assisi by the bandits whom the prevailing con-
‘ditions of anarchy have pemitted to flourish unchecked, By cadging
‘rides from peasants, I finally reached the Austrian lines at Febrlane,
‘The Austrians, naturally apprehansive of sples, sent me on to Venlce
.for interrogation.

ﬁ My host in this ancient city has been my interrogator, the young
Grand Duke of Noumaria, who is the imperial commander's counter-intelli-
‘gence aide., After I satlsfied Hls Highness of my bona fides as an
American correspondent, he graciously invited me to be his guest In a
.confiscated palace said to have been the residence of a Doge™s mistress,
- Rudelf Frangz Maria von Seyecourt~Breschau is living example of the
‘contradictions that war and nationalism have brought to Europe, This
part«French young nobleman is nominal sovereign of & veste~pocket
grand-duchy which was conflacated by the German Empire at the beginning
of the war and is now under eithsr French or Turkish occupation, But
hils services are unreservedly at the disposal of the elderly Imperial
and Royal MajJesty at Schonbrunn, He 1s intently resolved on pursuing
the war against the French Republlic (whose predecessor guilletined

one of hig predecessers) until "Europe need no longer fear thls mad




nation in which the son of & dulte must yeilld the way to the son of a
shopkeeper”, When I &sked him sbout rumors that Austrlas-Hungery
supported the restoration of the Bourbon-Orlesns pretender, he simply
amiled cryptically,

As with any armed camp, Venlce seethes with rumours about the
future dizposition of the troops here encamped, One liesutenant
solemnly assured me thet next yeer at this time he would stand me =a
gliess of cognac In Marseilles, while hls mate told me on the best of
authority that the Turks in Gslicla had treacherous intentlions and
that they would soon be ordered back to defend the capltal against an
Ottoman onslaughi, DBoth men expressed disquiet over the actlons of
the mysterious Turkish lesder known only as "The Mule", despite the
fact thet Turkey snd the Dual Monarchy are allles.

~ James Branch Waoter
Lichflsid Times-Despatch

Parls: Dear Mule, The French won't stop you 1If you want to go to
Portugal or Spain and make an --~ of youraelf,

- The Frog
Geneva: It appesra that a major game of Iintrigue and espieglerie
within the game of war now being played Iin Europe is developing
between two wurchagents, "The Mule™ and "The Frog". May you keep
the game clean, and the best men lose,.®

"So I make a jeat of Wonder, and & mock of Time and Space,
The roofless Seas an hostel, and the Egrth a market-place,
Where the anxious traders know esch is surety for hils foe,
And none may thrive without his fellows® grsce."
- Kipling

As everyone sent in thelr moves early, I was able to put-to-bed
this edition of Trsntor one week early. The deadline for the aspring
moves for 1905 is April 3, 1965, Please mail your moves in on time.

BUILDING MOVES FOR THE WINTER OF 1904 ARE:
AUSTRIA-HUNGARY: A Vie

ENGLAND: F Lon, A Edl

FRANCE: F Brest, F Mer

GERMANY 3 ‘no change

ITALY: no change

RUSEIA: no change

TURKEY: no change
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ENGLAND: Phil Castora, Apt #4, 619 South Hobart Blvd., Los Angelec,
Californis, 90C0S
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COVMENTS ,

Derek Nelson, 18 Granard Blvd., Scatoorough, Onterie, Canada: As one
of your delinquents {three moves missad) I?'d like to comment,
Boardman's argument 1s a good one, in that a natlon's collapse some-
times corresponds to resl 1ire (Russia -- WW I), But at the same
time, something should be dona to prevent these vacuums. So how about
three moves missed and the Gamesmaster vends a list of alternstivea to
the player who, 1f he has no intention of playing, should sffirm one
a8 his successor, If he 1s too lazy even to do that, then there's

" nothing that can be done. But if it ever came to a vote smong PD fans

I think I'd back your proposal lacking any alternative, A yeer and one
kalf pley time is enough for a natior to re-establish itself, -

I must admit that the comnmeunts that have appesred in thls and
earlisr edliticns have. tempaned my .thoughts on the propeaed rule change.

‘T agree with Mr, MacKenzie that tho Gamesmsster must use judgement

vwhen seleoting players to play ‘the game, but the only problem arising
would be criss of "favoritism", etc., I beliwve that there should be
a rule governing the problem of players who mias moves, So, I propose
that the mennser In which players are selected not be changed, but that
an ‘epplicant who has a history of nissing moves willl be permitted to
play but willPRotified that he 1s on probation, Should the player

on provation miss. two moves the Gamesmaster will choose the first
elternate to replgce sal@ plsyer., A list of slternates will be
published by the Grmesmaster with the regular list of active players,

Ir the player who is plsced on probation does not like the ruling
of the Gamesmaster, then the dissa®isfied player may withdraw his
application or ablde by the rule.

Now the only problem is kow do we define, a Listory of missing
movea? Any applicant, who in hils last game.did not send In moves or
who regularly missed sending in moves, will be considered a player
who has & history of missing moves, This deflinition will allow =
pleyer to prove that he has becume a responsible player,

0f course, any player who does not have a history of missing
moves would not be placed on probation and would not be covered by
the nrule,

Any comment?

One last thought, I do not know what to do about a player who
1s playing simulteneously two or more games and ia missing moves in
only one game, In this situation the Ge.mesmaster would have to use
his own judgomentﬁ :




