VANILLA PUDER ig the organ of
the Postal Diplomescy Rating
Cobmigeion, and is issued by
its Chairmens in this csse it
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al, VANILLA FUDEZ is issued
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Thlg issue will be relatively short: I just want +3 get things moving with
this isswe. The length ofthose that follow will #ary, but I'1l try to keep
it between two and ten pages. I don®t think we®ll kave to g0 BYeT tne ouacs
If I do (preparing for every contingeney), then i:°1i count For a double
issue for tae suckers subseribing,

VANILLA FUDGE will Be sent frae o ssveral psoples Steve liclendon. Robert
Sergeamt, Joha Leader (teniutively), Doug Hellingsworth, Rod Walksw, Scott
arley, and Jerry Jones., Steve, bob, Doug, =znd Join (maybe) ratingsnasters.
while Rod will get a free ride For hig hely (and also has a sort of ratign
system, only for countries), amnd Scott and Jarry wiil recsive copies for
the archives and Ffor hig publishing Dipiomscy World, reapectivellr. Others
may and prebably will be added jatar. Sse the Pogtal Diplomacy Rating Com-
misslon Constitution in VANIILA PUDOE #2. Other interested people may sube
scribe at the rate of 10/%%. Qops, almost forgot., By virtue of his being
the Boadrman Number Custodiam, nLea Kendter Sr wili 2130 receive conplimen-
tary copies of thig, iasue Y igsue,

The Postal Diplonasy Rating Commission ig a voluntary sssoetation of people
who run rating systems for Diplomacy pleyesrs, Criieris Tor beinz o meander
will be published in the next issue. The Commsision makes it itz business
to discuss what mszkes g ragular and irregular game, snd o attempt to for-
mulate 2 base of gzmes which all reting systems will uses The Standard
Rating Bzse, hareinefter SRB., Tha Bage oand its use mate it gimple te comw
pare the vawrious rating systems in usa...and, woll. you get the drifs. iv
accomplish thie goal, She Commission traditionally coBpsraitec with the
Boardman Mombor Sumtodien.

111

This, 25 you may have noticed, &8 not exactly oxgenizad., This shent is
merely an sttempt to sze vwhsothor op nov ths vericus retinssrastors in the
hobby are wiliing to work togsther on this projest. I¢ you ars, then do
get in touch with me on “he subject hy the and of the wenih ie poseitia:

VANILLA FUDGE #2 will go o»t in early March.

There are ale> some things up in the air at prasent. For oes guite a few
3tone ismues ago John Ledder mutiered something akovt getviing his old

rating gystem, 0DYIOD, up %o date. If ke's working on that then of courge

he's quite welcome to be a member oy the Commission., DY¥RS znd the GPCRL

arem of course, up to date. since I°ve zel» the lotest racently printed,

(Blair Cusack was ruaning ODDMOD for a whila, w00, 80 L don®t kaow whetharp
or not something will happsn. )
T

Alag, I°11 have %o murder ancther nzster since I'm ouwt of room i page,



Puge 2
£ dian’t went to do a gcoand pege, ud it would appear that I have no choice.

Ag for myseld, I sa doing two things around retingss 7T am working on o
gysten of oy own, soon ¢ become public, and am, just beomuse %' so much
fun, reconsivueiing the Averagze Calhamer Piont Count Rating Yist,which was
ence run by Rod Walker, Fhis latier ig teing done with the help of a locw
gl {riend o7 mine who obvicugly is 2 masochist at heart,

Y0 thei's what I wanted %o say, Nextigh will have seversl things in i

tut wost important will he the Consiitution of the TG, and come topies
to e dipoussed, Yeu’'ll gas.

Bud in the meantine, I've got a lot of gpace for_whic@ I have no vge. In
that case, I nay as well explain the neme for thig "zine {since I appavent-
iy have a penchant Tor bizarre hepes, 0r &o I've heawrd), So here Zoegr

The Vanilla Pudge was, of course. s rock-and-roll group which existed bee
Tween early 1967 and late 1969. It festured Carnine Appiee (drums), Tim
Bagert (bass), Vinnis lartell (guitar), eng Mark Shein {organ)., If you

nad bgen around zit George Horrison®a house in the summeyr oFf 1967, you would
have asard an astenishing versicn of the Beatlea’ "Elesnor Righy", a vape
sion that ssunded like Codsmilla Jamning with Miteh Ryder and a sedated De-
triot Vheels., It gave one the fgeling that the tempo had been slowed down
9y ag puch 28 four times ee if actthe tempo, then your mind, That was the
Vanille fodge. They were just another Lonz Island R&B-rocl group wiil they
started interoreting convemporary rock songs mo unigquely thet even the Begie
les woere spiving vp and taking notice., That summer Geowrge Harrison would
Flay shelr aiiwm to anyone who would 1isten,

Thair firset single, an inerddibly slow-motioned wersiocn of the Supreme’s
fast-paced "You Keep Me Hanging On", was o huge hit in England immediately
upon release, - A year later it hit in the United States. it was the Van-
illa Fudge &t their most mesically effective, ihe 2ong seemingly desitined
o g0 on forevew, “Hlssnoyp Rigby". %00, seemed %o have heen put on 2 rock
and ssretched out...tortured <o the point where the tengion was no longex
bearable. 4s & matter of fact, the initial key 4o the Fudge sound was the
overs pain prasent in their dincsaur arrangemnents. Inetauwentsl riffs wers
carried out to the point of extinction, Yocale quivered, craciked, and sput.-
tered. Singevs gasped in detwesn ominous kayboard runbling and toriured .
gulitar solus. S%. Stephen a 20-80, :

The ¥onllle Pudze nade the whola notion of interpretation interesting a-
gain., But ¥heir live perdprmences left a bit t6 be cesired. What cema ge
Crose ar hearidfolt pain on wax ofton looked Yke advanced calatoria onstage.
Th: Fudge's found soon. begzn to grow a tad pretentious, witk the Fudge nove
ing frem “PMsket o Ride" snd "Beug Bang” tu 18tk Century Varlaticns on a
“heme Ly Momart" and "Phe Windnilis of Touw Mind." The Vanilia Fudge de-
sidec %o &Ll it guite 2% *the end of 1969, with Bogert anc Appice farming
Cacteg,. The cihers lefs the rupic scene entirely, as far as I can tell,

The original Caete sound was sormathing of o cross bepvieen your aversge
heavy metsl ouwifit ond the La Bres tow piie. With nunbers zlowed in prcidyetel
to thae pelint of estatonlz snd insirumentaticn gearing thrsugh tha leaden
vty iike radehos wullete, Cactus proved to e o mild success &t Dest For
8 frach-feced fans of the serenties. The gorup spliintsred, regrovped,
and splinterad semin bafora referring as The dow Cacius Baad in 1973, with
nene o7 the oxiginel Touvsows within she rarikr, Bogeot and &npice have
prethy wall sYuck it out as @ duo, Yoinirg with Jeff Beal and, 0 iate,
#ittley in with a Britieh bend., Bozer (so much Fop alliterahi
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Zneugh of thed, X hope %o heaw Iroa 81l of wow by I Mereld 1930, Thanks,

Sew I heve S ume envelepss. I shuvid have ket %he showe shop



