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"A Fluke of the Universe"

The Voice of Doom was a Journal of postal Diplomacy published every now and then
by Bruce Linsey, 73 Ashuelot St., Apt. 3, Dalton, MA 01226. Phone (413) 684-0567.
Standbys are still wanted. There are no game openings. Subscriptions aren't accepted.

Diplomacy is a registered trademark for a game invented by Allan B, Calhamer and
copyrighted by Avalon Hill.

The deadline for all games contained herein is October 26, 1984, From now on,
the deadline date will appear with the game reports like 1t does in normal zines.

This zine was dedicated to my dog Trouble, who licked dirty feet.
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My thanks to John Fack®s computer, which provided me with the artwork on page 1.
And novoeoo

The End of the Road

In the unlikely event that you couldn®t tell i1t from the front cover. or In most
cases the attuched sub refund check, this is the grand finale issue of The Volce of
Doom,

My decision to fold was made about two and a half years ago, when the 2ine was
numbered in the early sixties. [ decided that I would wind it down to issue #100, and
then call 1t quits. My reason for this declsicn was simple. Many of you know me as
Bruce~the-pubtllisher, Bruce-the-GM, Bruce--tbhe-hobbyist, oxr whatever. Yonu know that
part of me., Howsver, thare 1s another part of me teoos Fruce-the-person. Bruce-the-
perscn needs more time for himself, because teing Bruce-the-publisher was a huge drain
on my time, mcney, and most importantly, my social 1lfe. I realized well over two
years ago thal publishing thie zine was sericusly impinging on many of my real-life
needs, and tha! I ought to start thinking about the day I would end it and pursuve a
more “nommal® T.1fe, Thus I planned out a tlmetable which I have followed cavefully,
so that my 100tk issue would colincide with my fifth annish, and that would be my last
isswe,

Does the avove sound at all negative? It 1sn’t meant in. I have always enjoysl
publishing this little oi’ rag, and still do. Just glance through my issues of, say,
ths past year, and I think it will be obvious that my enthusiesm never died. I Jus:
have to get on with othsr things. some of them within the hobby, but the most important
ones In my own life.

There were a few unavoldable signals that VD was folding, but nobody seemed to
pick up on them., If I were golng to continue thls project, I would have opened another
round of games at least six months ago. Ths last round of openings here was announced
in #57, and since then I opsned only the RIGEL game, for two veasons: (1) I predicted
{incorrectly) that all of the other games would be over tefors isswe #100, and I
dldn®t want to be left with no games going, and {2) there happened to be several
snthusiastlc newcomers to VD in early 1983; they sounded eager to play, and I wanted
to accomodate them. But, I would under nomal clrcumstances have announced general
openings some time age.

A second hint, one that I feared might xeally glve 14 away, was my declsion to
run an early 1984 Docomie of the Year contest. It was either that, or skip the contest
this year entlrely, which of course I didn*t want to do.

3 1 declded early on that I would keep my upcoming fold a secret. I hope that nobedy
J.._eels let down by this, Since I figured that some pecple might Just te walting to

Join my next game, I made it a point on several cccasions to mention that there wouidn®t
be any openings in the foreseeable future, and that people should subscribe for the
reading material only. Most publighers either fadé; out without warning, leaving
players and subbers siranded, or a.xfinotmce thely desislon to fold and then wind down

to a warehouse zine, I wanted to go out with a big bang instead of a whimper.

. Nonetheless, I shared this secyet with a tiny : number of close friends. Alex
Lord has known of my decision to fold for over two Yyears, almost since the time she
started writing her column., I told Joan Extrom about it very early this yeaxr, in
Februaxy or March, I think., I told Steve Xnight in June, and very mecently, I told a
k‘:andful of others, for various reasons. All were sworn o secrecy, and I thank them
for keeping my secret. : '
b I suppose I should menticn that the cwrrent round of feuds played no role in VD's
told. It's unfortunate that so many nasty things are occurring in the hobby right
nows some people are bound to think that this is the reascn I'm calling it quits., If
anyone out there wants to believe that, I suppose it doesn®t make much difference. But
1f it does matter to anyone, feel free to check with Joan and/or Steve. The ugliness
hadn't started at all at the time I told Joan, and was barely on the horizon when I
told Steve., Both are of course free to dlscuss 1% with anyone now.
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Fer the many of you who are my friends and who have enjoyed the zine, please don‘t
feel ead thaet I'n folding. I don't want you to be sad about it. Hather, please
share with me my Joy that (1) I fulfilled my goal of publishlug a successful zine; a
vahicie that provided many of us with much enjoyment, and (2) now that it‘s over, 1
will have the time to get on with other things that I want to do. I have no regrets
about my initial decislon to start publishing, and equally nc regrets about my decision
to stop publishing. Both of these declaions were of a positive nature,

In addltion to the "usual" stuff, I have reprinted quite heavlily in this issue from
Randolph Smyth's old 1ssues of Fol Si Fle. Over four ysars ago, I asked Randolph to
send me coples of his old articles. ""He was kind enough to do tals, and told me I was
wolcome to use them. I trust that I'm not tyeading too deeply into Mark Rerch's
texritory by doing this, but I°ve decided to run several of them for you readexs.

For one thing, I doubt that more than a dozen of you were readers of Fol S1 Fie when
these articles were first published, so the overwhelming majority of you won't have
sesn them. Moxe importantly, though, I truly feel that Handolph's articles on the

game of Diplomacy need 4o be preservsd, and I wanted you, my frlends, to have them.
They aren’t evexryone®s cup of teay I know, for instance, that Jecan has little or no
intervst in strategy articles. For those of vou in the szme boat, well, there's plenty
of other stuff here. But for those of you who share my opinion that these articles
are a valuabls part of the hobby's llterature, hers they ars. In my opinlon, there is
nobody in the hobby who sharss Randolph®s skills at writing about the game. I hope
that many of you wlll enjoy these axticles as much as I have.

Also in this lsswe, of course, will be my “winding down” stuff: an account of
what I owe sveryone, a lcok at my future An the hobby, a list of sines I recommend =o
that the handful of you whn receive only VD will have the opportumlity to stay active
in the hobby, and s0 on. I think I°1l)l get on with some of that stuff xight away, and
gst it out of the way., Be that as it may. I wanted to give all of you something to -
remenber me by, and I hopa thati this farewsll issus will £111 the bill, So, one last
time, oaward we go.

So, down to business. Whsre do we go from here?

To my paylng subscriberss your sub refund 12 enclosed, A schedule of what I owe
each of you will follow. If you're in the U.S, or Canada, your refund is by check.
My paying subbers in Burope (Ivo Bouwman and Steve Howe) are getting cash, sipce
I think this will make it easiexr for them, If you're oue of the few whose sub credit
expired with this issue, then of course there is no refund erclosed.

To my traders: Obviously, ,qll trades are ;]'nreby cut, I will subacribe to
some of your zines through the 'In?aemtional S‘?bacriptian Exchange in the near futurs.

Tc my players: You know I: would never orppan your games! All games still running
will be carrisd to conclaslon in a subzine that I will be running in Hurcpa EXpress.
The game resultis will go out on flyers to the j:layera. and then reprinted im the
subzine, That way, the press gnd endgame statgyments will still reach a wide audlence.
I have already worked out the arrangements with Gary Coughlan. The subzine will be
pretiy much games only, with mg,rbe a smattering of Hobbytalk or an occasional lettex,
or whatever. I do not plan {o'pontinue it after all the games have finished and the
endgame statements have been published. Oh, the subzine®s nams? The Echo of Doom, of
course, Thanks to Mark Berch for that.

To the publishsrs of the North Amerlcan zines with which I had a mutual subs I
wish to keep receiving your zines., FPlease continue to send them until my sub credit
rune out, and I'1l be renewing my subs tc most (maybe all) of them at the apprupriate
time,
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To the peopie on the VD standby list: I will assume that 1t°s still 0 for me
call you as a standby as my games wind dosmi. If there 1s anyore on the Llist who wanis
off, pleass let me know. If there 1s anyone out theve wiw wants to be added to the
list, please let me know, I will keep extra coples of al) the game reperis on file
fox those of you who might want them if called. Thexre is no shortage of playexs
willing to =tand by In my games, so [ don't foresee any probleas.

The YD standby list right now consists c¢fs Peter Ansoff, Kourad Baumelstez,

Doug Beyerieln; Edi Blrsan, Don Buxd, Dave Cariter, Jim Chatfield, Fat Conlon, Cathy
Cunning, John Davies, Michasl Ditz, Mazk Dusxrie, Chardo Gdison, Mike Elil, Greg Ellis,
Mark Frueh, Dan Goxham, Ty Hare, Bob Howerton, Edmund Jedry, Mark Jolnson, Joln Kadox,
Chuck Kaplan, Matt Kazur, Mike Kettman, Steve Knlght, Ceorge Leritte, Jerry Lucas,
Jim Makue, Conrad Minshall, Pat Pakel, John Pack, “Jane Proskin®, Jeff Punches,
Micheel Quirk, Paul Rauterbverg, Bob Sweeney, Don (Massachussiis) Williams, Rob
Wittmond, G.E. Blender, James Early, Dan Young, Fob Foote, and Nelecn Heinteman.

That should answer all questlons of where do we go from here. If anyone has any
further questions, I'1l] be glad to answsr them. Now, whers do I go from here, iu
ierms of my hobby iuvolvement? I plan {o remain agetive in the folicwing ways.

As noied above, I will be publishlng a sutzine for the purpose of [inlshing cut
ny games,

Also as noted sbovs, ) will te =subscribing to many zines still, although I wun’t
be actlve in many of ihenm.

Aftsr the RICEL game ends, I plan to Join the RIGEL IT gome, uluce +hat is stlll
being planned, Wa haven't discussed the question yet of who is golng to G 1t. Thure
1s also a chacce that I°11 join one more game, but that’s doubtful. Cne is pleniy.

I plan to continus distributing Supesnova, and uvrge all publishers to glve 1% an
occaslonal plug.

Depending on how much energy I have for ii, I may e contributing to cther zines
from time tc time. Faul Raulsrberg has already told me tha% he'd like me fo wrlis for
Midlife Crislis, and I°d T2 prcud to make an accasional appearancs in that forum.

I may stay active in a few other zines as well.

I will stlll azttené 2 few cons per year, schedule and monsy permitilng. It°ll
ba good to see sume of you on these occasions. BRUKCON is stlll oa, of couxse, and
I'w st11l shooting for KazbinKon next summexr. HNore on these slsewhere, I hope.

Oh, all right. More on these now, since I have the space here, BRUXCON is golng
to run from the evening of Friday, "Dezenber 28, through to Tuesdey, New Year's Day.
All Doomiss (yes, you're still Doomies!) are invited and welcome to attend for all ox
part of this time. Please let me know in advance if you plan to come. We will
concenirate on four days of good, old-fashloned game-piaying and fun. Mark Paul is
local to me now and will be atiending. He owns hundreds of games apd will bring
some of them. Others who have expiessed an interest almeady, ox who I would expsct
may attend: Ty Hare, Nelson Halntzman, Mike Rewpo, Bric Kans, Jim Makuc, perhaps
Steve Hutton, Brian Lorber and maybe some of the other Great Neck peoople, Kevin Stone,
maybe Brad Wilson, maybe Alex Loxd, 1'll have ic ask Don Willlams' since he lives
nearby, and maybe some others. (°’mon and whoop it up with us! Thers is only one
houserule at a BRUXCON: no smoking. Please let me hear from you.

KabinKons Steve Knight, Mike Batmo, and Paul Rauterberg have all axpressed
potential interest in golng to Laks George nexi summer. Is there anyone eise whe
might be interested? Again, ncon-smokers only, pleaseo I would like to make definilte
plans about this as early as posaible.

Two additlons to the above discumsion of my hobby activities: I plaa to remain
active on the Don Miller Memorial Award and Intermatlonal Diplomacy iall of Fame
comnittees, and -~ FLASH!! -~ Randolph Smyih has chosen  me(from among all of the
one applicants) to take over the running of the Runestone Poll next year. I°m highly
enthuslastic about this, and certain I can do a good Job. More on this elsewhers
in the lssue,
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How for the sub refumds. The number by your name ludicaiss the lssue #ith which
your sud would have expirsd, Including credit for summisslions to thls Ilsewe., Your
refund should egunl that amownt, times S0, I you feel that I bave mads an exror in

our refind, please lat me hear it. Plessc eash your checks promptiy. (Er. subtraci 100
rom the number of 1ssuss, of COUrSHe.)

Robert schason 105 Ty Hare 110 Hare Peiexe 106
Chuff Alflerbach 118 - Nelson Heinigmer 110 James Petersarn 105
Jefi Albrecht io7 Roy Henxicks 100 JeFf Pucches ioz
Steve Angle 104 Rob Howerteon 108 Michasl Quirk LG5
Petor Anmoff 157 Steve Hutton 110 Paul Rauterlorz 108
Mike Barno 101 Jaap Jecoba T Rich Reflly 11l
¥orrad Bavmeistur 100 Zdmund Jedxy 113 Jefi Richmend icd
Maxk Rewch 133 Maxk Johmson 102 Glover Rogersor T
Deug Beyerdain 164 John Kadnr 105 Ben Schilling 109
Fate Birke r Eric ¥Xaue 113 Rod Schununk 124
Bdl Birsan 103 Hatt Kazmur 105 Randelph Smyth 116
Ivo Boumman ‘ 113 Joim XKelley 134 Ronald Opitzer o8
Hen Brown i Hike Kettana 110 {ovin Stone 101
Honald Brown 213 Nave Kleiman 114 Fub Sweeney 115
Do Burd 09 Steve Knignt 130 Pete Tamlyr 'y
Dave Carter in8 Richard Kovalelk 100 Goxxry Thompson ii5
Geoff Challinger T Vietor Melucci 108 Lyon Torkelsot: 102
Pat Conlon 123 Kichael lee 106 Flerre Touchetta 107
Gary Coughlan 145 George leritis 103 Rod Walkex 104
Brian Cresse T Mark Lew 117 Jumes Wall 105
Cathy Cunning 100 Dave Linocoln 112 Don Williars 104
John Davies i15 Brian Lorbax 1o7 Duck WAlliams io7
Fred Davis 108 Alex loxd 103 Jim Willises 108
Don Del Grands 110 Jexry Lucas 107 Reh Wittmond 118
Michael Ditw 103 Mark Luedi 100 Jamss Woodson 163
Mark Duvarte 112 Tom Lima 107 Dan Young 105
Charde Edison 147 John MasFarlauc 110 Brad ¥ilson 101
Mike ER1L 115 Jim Makue 107 John Mirasson ¢l
Greg Ellis 126 John ¥arsdsn T Simen Blllenmess 1
Joan Exurom iso . . Mike Mazzer e Conrad Mimshall 103
Kilok PFelella 157 “Johit Michalst:? io7 Rob ¥Winslow 104
Johr: Ferguscn o105 ' Ralph Moxion 122 Steve Howe 118
Bob Poote 100 Jeff Hoto i13 James Barily 108
Mark Frueh 152 Bob Osuch 113 Rob Robinson 103
Ruth Glaspey iok John Pack 122 Dexrek Cawe T
Jan Gorham 100 Pat Pakel 103 Ron Galicla 108
Jake Halvsrstadt 119 Hark Paul 102 ‘Stephen Dycus 109

Garry Haamlin 104 ¢ Larcy Peery 104

Total number of iasues remaining in peopls’s sube = 1023

Total amowat of sub refunds = $511.50

One more note to my playsrss you do not have to sub to karopa Express to enutinuge
playing (though I don®t kicw why you wouldn'+ want fo anyway!. Since the gamea will
go by flyer, you will not need to sce the vesults in BB, Also, you will recsive your
WMR fees back, ox yomr 3-issue credit for standing by, st the sppropriate tims, 4n
egulvalent cash zmcuwots.



Let rno cne be left high and dry by VD's fold! Some other zines you might want o
check out if you're thinking of expanohlg in the hobby are as follows:
Give Me a Weapon, Kourzd Bzumelister, 11416 Parkview Lane, Halea Corners, WI 53130
Dlplomscy Uigest, Mark Berch, 492 Nayler Place, Alexandria, VA 22304
Murd’ring Ministers, Ron Hrown, 1528 Z1 Seveno Flace, Bakerafield, CA 93304
Slespless Knights, Dave Carier. 118 Horsham Ave., Willowdale, Ontaxrlo, CANADA M2NW 129
Furopa Bxpress, Gary Coughlan, 4614 Martba Cole Lane, Memphis, TN 38118
Buehwacker, Fred lavis, 1427 Clairidge Rd., Baltlimoxe, KD 21207
Festugs Hof, Bob Howerton, 4510 Treeline Urive, Pensacolaz, FL 32504
Ho Fixed Address, Stove Hulion, 704 Brant $%., London, inmtaric. CANACA N3Y W2

Anguin, Erlc Kane, Rox 2028, Alumni Memorisl Residences, The Johns Hopkine University,
(harles and ""ﬁt:h Stxes te, Paltiuoxe, MD 21218

The Dipiomat, Dave IZlelman, 651 Fenster. Inlianapolis, IV LO234

The Concert of Eurvns, lichael Lee, 34%G0 Danna Ct.. Bugevs, OR 97005
Winsome-Losasome, Judy Winsome, 3902 Lakemead Way, Redwood City, GA U062

Thizty ¥iles of Bad Read, Mavk Luedi, PO Box 2024, Bloomington, DN 47402

S0 I Lied, Marc and Debs Petere, 29 E. WilSon #202, Madison, WI 53703

Frobozz, Joff Richmond, 3312 Flati Rd,, Ain Arbor, MI 481ch

Midlife Crisis, Peill Rdutertorg, 4922 W. Wlscousin Ave., Miluwaukea, WI 53208

Cathy’s Ramblings, Catbr Cuasing, 1526 N, Lawler Ave., Chicago. I F0651

Fol 81 Fla, Randolph Samyth, 212 Absxdeen St. SE, Medlcime Iln%, Alberia, CANADA T1A OR!
Brehwon and Diplomacy World, HJod Walkexr, 1273 Credt Drive, Encinitas, CA 92024
Baging Main, James Woodson, FO Box 18645, Corpus Christi, I 78418

For varisty, sud to a British zlne or three through the Interpnational Subseriytion
Exchange, rus by Siteve Knight, 11905 ¥intexrthur Lane, Reston, VA 22001, Specify
exzctly what your meney®s for. Some good Britiash zines are: Denver Giont, by Glover
Rogerson; Homs of the Brave, by Geoff Challinger; Inflammatory Matexial, by Siaon
Billennessg Greatest Hits, by Pete Birkse; NMR!, Ly Brlan Creese; Ode, by John Marsden.
Serew those Britisn addresses; they‘d take up the whole page. Just write to Knight.

All of the zbove axe persana_,; recommendations, For best veading materiai, txy
BB, Foz: bast articles about Diplomecy, go for DD, DW, and FSF if you enjoy Randolph's
etuff in this lssus. For good lestier columas (ﬁ styleg not masbed wp;, g0 for
Andudn (1f %t hasan’t folded) and No Fixed Addmssu For verianis, Bushwacker. For
great GMing, get BE, The Diplomat, cr (1 predict) Frobozz.

I persomally Yo commend you avoids Retaliation, North Sealth West George, Folitesse
or Feudesse or whaiever Wrobel calls bis smsar sheat, ¥nitestonia, and Graustark.
or, “if y you can’t avoid then, taeke ‘em with a grain of salt.
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Hobbytalk

Many of the 1tems hereln will date back twc or three months, as the last two
Hobbytalk columns were curtalled for lack of room. 1In a Yoice of Doom annish, however,
the phrase "lack of xoom" has no meaning. So we're back in full bloom this time .

And here®s what’s going on in the hobby’s sines these past two or three months.

Command 18 a xevival of Dennis Agosta®s old zine of the same name. Dennis left
the hobby shortly after I staried publishing VD, so he’s been away for gqulte a while.
Send a 2zine for a sample to Dennis at 57 Meadow Road, Edison, NJ 08317, He has
openings in five sections of regular Diplomascy. It°s good to see an old zine maks
its comeback.

Diplomacy World #38 contains a letter from Bill Becker on the topic of whether
Allan Calhamer would have allowed the support order wham a unit 1s alsc ordered lo
hold. He 1s referving to Origins °83 in Detroit, when Calhamer spoke on this and
sevoral other toplcs, and I°ve heard conflicting versions of what was saild. (Alas,

T didn’t arrive in the gaming room till he had finished speaking.)

Beckexr mays that “I telleve Byrme and Barch are recalling 2 separate questlons,
Allan affimmed mutunl suppori, not double order of hold & support. As with their
recollections, that is my recocllection of the answers to the questlons proposed to
Mr, Calbsmer.” Alss, then, the triwe opinion of Allan Calhamexr on the subject would
appear to ve buried in obscurliy untll the next tiaze he makes one >f his rare con
app2arances.

That issue of DW alen addxosses the question of whether it is wxong for Rod Walker
s¢ print full--page “reviews of zines having major anniversasries or revivals, I don't
see what the big hoopla 1s. To me this 1s & positive way of spotlighting zines that
deserve it, and I support the pollcy. I think that the howls of protest arose mainly
because Red’s flrst review happened to te of his own gine, Ershwon, then newly revived.
But then again, maybe I'm blased. DW #39 plans to featuxe Voice of Doom. J

Anduln #3% contains ancther letter from Steve Hutton, detating Ken  Halpern over
nothing whatsoever. That’s not a putdown: 11 can be very entertaining to read about
nothing, and the Hutton-Halpern debate provides an lInexhaustlble scurce for this.

Ultimately Cool 1s a fake that popped into my madlbox a few weeks ago, purportedly
published by Tro Sherwood. This has got to be the beet-done fake I've seen in many
moous; the wriiting is entertaining, if somewhat demented, and the postmark was even
right. I hsar that Kelth 1s getting sub checks from it...

The July/August issue of Diplomag (the newsletter of the Postal Diplomacy SIC of
American Mensa) contains a n anncuncement that Fred Davis has replaced Keith Sesler
as Junlor Committeeman of ihe SIG. Diplomag is sent to me courtesy of Bruce Popps,
the Chairman, and I appreclate it., The Mensa SIG now has a pollcy that all new
players will receive a free copy of Supernova, and business 1s boomin’!

In the August isswe of Politesse, I am sccused of being one of "a tiny minority”
who "lack common sense”, because I was under the impression that Ed might be folding
the zine. The reason I had this impression was Ed's annowncement in 2n earlier issuwe
that "This is indeed the end of ”olibasee as we know 1t, the final issue,_, as it were,
We have finally run out of Justifications; our exlistence ls too tenuwous -~ it must
end, Get your refunds fast." I agree with Ed: “"conmon smnse should have told me
that this prattling was not a fold announcement, but rather just, another instance of
quasi-meaningless Wrobeltalk. Well, sxcuuuuuuuuuvuse meeeeeseae!

Corn Off the Cobb is Joba Schuler’s subeine to Xenogogic, and im the July isswe
there is a discusslon regarding who wrote the "Shep Replles" article in Diploua
¥World #34. Well, modesty forbids... Anyway, this -issue of Xenc 1s priced at %000,
and 1'm sure my sub credit must have long ago run out, but Larry kaeps sending them
anyway, and I appreclate it. I might as well take this opportuniiy ic mention that
perhaps I've been a bit harsh on Xenogoglc in the past here. It is overpriced and it
is greatly 1In need of more editing, but there's still a falr bit of interesting
reading in its pages. Aslde from which, Larry Peery has proved 1o Ye a very llkealble

rerson in my dealings with him.
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That issus of aenugm&m also contaluz 2 letter from Joan Extron msrandlng o
Peery’s offhand remark in x xecent VD that he didn’t think Joan existed, Jown
writes, "Dear WMr. Peery: Res Volce of Toom #95, p. 39. 3rd paragraph. uslil, I 2om’t
tslieve you exlisi, sithexr! Sincerely, Joan Extrom.® ¥Well, all I can may 13 ‘zul that
rust have been s yery nice Tigment of my lmaginaticn that came and spont thive deve
with me 2 couple of months agof! And that must be & very energetlic figmert of my
imagination that pu'i..s out those 100+ page issw of Xene, G'aon, you iwe, 2i's ot
fc,s,x. 1ike this, now!
last issuwe [ implored Conrad Miushail o writs an articis for YD on ths topic
of conpuiers and Di;plcmas o ‘The Acolyte 59 has a very good review of a houk cu s
closely related w pmz Allen Tana’s wnachines That Think. Aciually. the hacy
anpara“ 1y an anthology of SF siories about robois, wihlch gets one vo thiuck
a Diploracy gawe comaiaed robots as iis players; would the BNC then assler a nuwter
to the game? Soxrt of 1ike tre E-mall controversy of the futuve. Remenler 3a 1997 *hal
Jou read about it first in VD, I'm old-fashionsd, I suppose, 'mt I'm oot RO Sure
that pregrammed 2bility to pake decisions could ever be termed the aquiveictt of
"ghought”, nc matter how advancsd or complex the robot (compuler) bacomes:, Then
agalin, 17 a computer can be progermmmed to do the same thinge that humance o, aed
nake decisicns z8 complex as those humans make, is that not thowghtt &’h& woin lles
tha distinction? 1it's food for, well, thought., The issme {of Avolagta) 2 5 Aeviotsas
almost entlrely to non-Divlomacy toples, but ans always 3& fasclnatlng wesding uone tholessn.
WMidilfy Crisis #i4 serves to 11lusiraie Just how Far behind I°3 gotien iu my
nobbytaik cclmn, sincs the issus was published at the hsgﬁmin@, ¢il July. In hie
playlist for the isswe, Faul mentlons that “In Search of the Loat Chord” 1a ithe besi
of ihe Moddy Blues® old albums, and as a rabld fan of the Moody Blues I zuarws that
the album is very well done, the high point perhaps deing the "House of Fiur Doczsf
Legand of 5 ¥Mind" szsqusuce. I‘m not 80 sure Y'4 rate the album shead of “Days of
FPutuze Past” oxr “Every iood Bey Desexves Favour"” {Emily's ‘%onf; is perhaps e most
teautiful of all ithelr twmes), n.a would I put it substantlally ahaad of two or tlowe
ol thelr othar eariy sfforts. In any event, I thiak that all of the Moud\r Fiuan®
018 stutf Is truly classic. Stariing with "Qetave", ‘ahev really tegan w0 zo
dowanhill, and "Long Distance Voyager" is a acckexy of thelr sarly efforis, so I
haven’t “even gone out and bought thelr latest slbur yet —- I'm gquite cextsin I°10
s disappeinied when I do, 8o I'm walting for the day when I have $8.00 toc Wiow
on geiting disappoinied. 0K, so I have no tajent for reviewing music, some’ niﬂg R
prethy much fried to do cnly once in the pesi, when I wrxote about John Lenvaer’s
"leasons of wWe Hearl” album. That veview didn’t go over so well, eltber.
Ter-zan #9% was a weak late dw to an appavently sericus muiier in 3tevs s iife.
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The reason that this 1s news is that ii's a wique ocowrrencss Ter-ran had nsver toen
late 133 then, and now here's Steve EHelrowszl very humbly agclc.gizmg to hiz veaders
for thls ore locldent in over eight years of publishing. Lot he who has puviliahed for
elght years 2ad never been late be the flrast to cast stones at Steve...your recoxd

ie admiratle, Stsve, and a one-week delsy won'’t change that in anyone’s mind. As X
nentioned last ish, Ter-ran has opanings in megular Diplomacy, and you couldn't ask
for a wore pellable (M, Steve Heinowski, 1203% Pyle, Obarlim, OH 44074,

Issus #U4C of Give Me a Weapon has thiz rotrospectfully classle zxemark by Kenrad
Baumeister:s ”Fozumately, Bruce folding YOI 1s not something I would predict o
happen in ihe next several years.”: Yow.

Snafu! #4 seas editor Ronald Prown “quaking 1lr terrex” becusue “Steve Hulioli...
has threatened me with Lodily harm if I did nct turn over {two Snafu! games) to
him." Relax, Ronald, 1t could be much worse. He could uacide o includs you in 213
his sativical tplays.

Magus 37 ccnsists largely of Don (Duck) #illiazs® subwine Pl %éj fiat
which is sort of to Magus es KK 18 to Whilestionla -~ a laxge paxt oX the vmla aine.
Sleve Langlsy  also nu’ollshes '(}‘sm.m'lcl.n.m&s“9 2 monthly purales colan. 38 ¥y Lh
Steve Hubtton's cxryptics, I'd been gemerally foco bust w mdu.v werk on these. Kow
Hew that Ifnm o Frse Man, theys may be time for this hebby's Jiille sleetles lwe Lois.

KN}
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No Fixed Address #20 (boy, these are getting auclent!}, announces that Bob
Albrecht's Battle Statiocns appears io have folded, and indeed, since this iszsue of
NFA came out, BS (how appropriate!) has indeed folded for the second time, messiily
a@aino I would adviss ny yeaders ic stay away from Bob Albrechi’s publicatiocn, in
the event that it should reappear. Twlce bwrned ls way too much.

Andudn #33 informs ue that Texas is Eric Kane's leasi favorite state, except
for Callfomia. Boy, does this guy have lousy taste in states! Now I reallze, Eric,
that the crowded, ugly, ailr-polluted regions of, oh, say, Lassen Park and viecinlty
in northern California or Guadalupe Mountains in the western Texas pashandle can‘'t
hold a candle to the wide opsn, majestic, uncrowded expanses of virgin wlldermess one
finda in, say, Delaware ox New Jersey; but surely you must admit the fact that the
tuwe former states have some redeeming features. For example, and I‘m sorry to have to
overwhelm you with such a persuasive arguement, John Tower is from Texas and Ronald
Rergan from Calilforniz. 5S¢ there,

SMR! 52 is the first printed notice I'd seen of Acolyte’s fold. Apparently things
ave ckay with Pate and Kathryn Tamlyn, for those of you who may have been concernsd,
since it mays in NMR! that Pote will be running some of his games to conclusion, I
also read hers of the Pimley Award, the British equivalent of our Don Miller Award,
ghiven for service to ithe hobby. I'm glad tc see this, The British and American
hobdles belng as far apart as they still are, the DMMA as it stands now coulda‘'t
possibly go to someone in Britdin, even though there are many psopls over there who
are just as hard-working and deserving of recognition as thsir American ccunterparts.
Someday I hope %o see this gap between the hobbles completely filled in; at present,
very few people have brldged 1t.

Inflammatory Materlal 5 contains a very interestlng serles of zlves reviews by
Simon Billenness. The zines are mostly grouped by Simon's rating of them in the
British Zins Poll, and why he assigned each the rating that he did. It’s all very
original...I haven't ever seen zlne reviews done this way before. Simon's only
"10" vote went {0 a zine called Mastsxs of the Prime, which nobody has ever heard of
anyway. Me gave a "9" to The Acolyle, precisely what I would have done had I not
been too lagy to vote in the British Zine Poll this year.

0de 56 has come out. A%t Ffirst I didn't recognize 1t as thls issue 1s in digest
format (bleccch!) and center stapled (yukkkk!). I'm always surprised to see the
high cirawlation figures of British zines: Qde’s is 152. The British hobby is much
morea close~knlt than we are: a good zZlne over er there will attract a very hlgh percentage
of the entire hobby! This 1ssue of Qde also contalns an insert of Fred Davie’ variant
{what else?) Davis Diplomacy, in which the standard map has been revised in several
waye; to extend farther east, to separate the bordering home supply centers of Italy
and Austria as found in the regular gamu, and to add the province of Archangel in
northern Russla. Fred 1s in my opinion the hobby's leading varlant designer: his
ideas generslly are sound and not just sillly as with many variants.

Winsome Losesome #25 was put gut in a hurry after Judy returned home from a camping
and soccer vacation. Judy remarks that after all this activity, "I feel 1ike a yo-yo."
Perhaps so, Judy, but to some of us you're not a yo-yo but rather a very govod friend. ()
I enjoyed reading your soccer writeup, and was surprised to learn that in that sport,
the score 1s no indlcator of excitement. It's not that way in football, e.g., where
I and many fans would rather watch a game that’s going to end with a score of 42-37
than a 10-7 contest. I°ve never peally had the opportunity to sii down and appreclate
socter. Perhaps I should do this one day.

On a velated note, Judy, you mey remember your exchange with Alex Loxrd about
soccer a couple of years ago., You'll ¥e pleased to know that again this school year,
Alex 1s going out for her soccer team.

Greatest Hits 117 arrived at my mother’s house in Albany, making Pste Briks the
only rema.inins hobbylst who hasn’t gotten wind of my new (now not-sc-new) address.

The igsue features a lettexr from Pete Doubleday sayling, “Ii has Just occurrved to me
that I, and doubtless many cthers...go to great palns to ensure that any leiter we
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send you 18 a coherent and flowing {in my cese, vozing) whols. Not only du sou
totaliy Tuin this sffect by mercileas hacking about. you then ge on o comolaln that
your letter coclumn lacks shape. Graceless lettle get, aren't you?" Chalk up
snother voite for the non~cut-and-pasting fans!

Thirty #iles of Bad Road #26 quotes Greg Ellls as saylng tha 4oL Y :really wanti
to hurt Bruce Linm,;. you don't cancel yowr Volce of Ioom subd -- that' s dnlng an a
favor. You find him 50 more subvexrs,® Rea.,l,y. I!,apacia;.lv now, sinee 1 7 have "575.‘:;
send vack all ihoss sub checks.

The July issue of Festungs Hof announces ‘that the zine will expand Trow 12 peges

to 16 with the addition of two new ganes. The zine, commenits Lob Howerian wistivliy,
seama to be growing. ine by me, Bob. FH is good siuff,

Diplomecy Digesi #83 offers a dlscussion of the exact definition of the tarn
"pidgame®. Several poesible definiitions of the texms are dliscussed, aud thais
woaknesses spotlighted, Mark Berch then offexs this definition for aldgmme: “ihe
time batween opening and endgame.” MHe's serious, teco. Next ithing you know, L
Lexicon of Diplomacy is going tco contaln centirxal powers: the powers ia betwesn the
outslde powers. DReally. Mazrk.

Deuver Glont 29 finelly got hsre over a monih after Steve Kalght callsd me up ¢
read I part of 1% to me over the phone, 1t seems that my criiiclam of Xim lent's
houseriles, as published in VD #95, has had & profound effect on Xim. "COkay, I
glve in," he writee, "When magazines thousands of miles away siart criticigisg vour
houserules you know you must have annoyed peorle. look, BRUKL, Yoice ¢f Doom ie haviug

an effecti” And he goes on to say that he will no Jonger just permit sny sif echmuck
passing by to submit ordevs for z cowmtry in anarchy {clvil disorder), szod in sc doing
take over the cowntxry. I am pleassd 4o see this., Not only because 1t btrings Xim’s
ganes up to a higher level -- players will now at least krow who they misght heve 4o
negotiate with defore he sends in moves - but aleo because iv's very grotitving o
realize that in iis lifetime Volce of Doom did indeed affect scmeons. “hinke, ©
I needed that %o happen bsfore folaing.

Snaful #45 was Ronald Brown's fipal issue, snd VU heartily congratulstes him on
a successiul siint as a publisher. Roneld has an article elsewhere ir tils issu (of
VD‘ containing much good advice to would-be publlshers, snd there i3 no one more
qua'l ifled o give 1t. Ronald commenis in his last issue that Srafu! was “act mush of

a press gine...That was partly wy influvence, as 1 am not impressed by pages of ucnasnse
and prefer the concise bon mot. The iafiuence a pubber lae ou what kind of press he
rzcelves is subile, but it°s encugh.” Well said, Ronald, and I would sxpand that
obsexvation to include the entire contents of a sine as well. The putlisher who
expresses an lnterest in play-of-the-game articles is likely to rvecsive thnae: the
publisher whose letter column consisis of unchopped letters 1s likely itc gat more
letters of that type sultable for print; the publisher who llkes lots »f suhzinez is
going to attract them; and 80 on. It was Larry Peexy (spsaking in reference n my
letter column) who said that publishers train their readers to sutait the tyys of
material they want, and the preas (or lack thereof) in Snafu! was just avother example
of this fact. Snafu! will be missed here greatly, and T might add in Canada as well.
Canada really needs eeds another good zine or two right about nowy NFA, SK and FOF are tre
only major ones left and three gines hardly ‘constitutes a broad selesticn, even
though these three are all qulte distinct In style {rom one another. Iroualéd Brown ix
one of the kindest and most clegrheaded individusls I have met in thisz nobly, and I
#ish him and Ann and thelr two children all the luck in the future.

John Michalskl writes of his first meeting with Mark Frueb in Burcpa Express #36:
"He and Gaughan and some of these others striks me 28 part of the new look in t.h,‘f.s
hobby: all relatively handsome types, not good cld grubby sleazmeballs lika Jeix
Caruso, Maxk Berch, Steve "woody" Arnawcodian, Bruce Linsey, g, lots cf ohben« At
this rate it will be hard to tell a bobhyist from a normal perscm in a fou years.”

I°d been sort of worried about just this very phenoninon. Some of Uwse youmng vpstaris
who are Joining the hobby in droves these days are dlsgustingly ncrmat. let's drive a

campaign tn keep the hobby craszy. Bring back Curtis Glbsen, eto.
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Buropa Express #37 checked 1n at a whopping 48 psges, and contalned =everal
articlss on the pros and conz of a nuclear freeze. Me, I don’t sse anything wrong
with nuclear war. Having one would bte a2 fine dsterrventi to any further wars, slither
conventional or nuclear, and anything that deters wars 1s OK in my books

Festungs Hof #24 is out, and I was flattered to see an article of mine reprinted
from VD #1. The artlcle is called “"Love at First Sight" and descriles my first
meeting with the game of Diplomacy, and briefly relates the sventis leading.wp to my
becoming a publisher. Plus, there was the usual cartoon about my hcouserules, reprinted
somewhere in this lisswe.

The Diplomat’s James T, Kirk game ended up n a four-way draw ircluding froni-
ruaner Nelson Helntezman, who forgoit to vote against it. But his weaction is in
glaring contrast to that of Steve Arnawoodian, who once helped let ~ YD same end by
forgetting o veto a concesslon. WNelson 1a a true sport: “"Not o spare myself, of
course, much of the blame foxr this absurd travesty (approved by only 3 players) rests
apon my showlders. I freely condess that I was one of the two players who made the
colosszl blunder of forgetilng about the draw proposal and falling io reglster a
veto vote.” It's good to hear 1t when somecne can take responsibility for his own
actions (or lack thereof),

Give Me a Weapon #41 has a long exchange tetween Komrad and Terry Tallman on the
subject o?“copyrighﬁ violations, etc., Tallman brings up again the fact that he has
an appointmert with a copyright lawyer. Fun guy.

Midlife Crisie #16 contains an excellent writeup by Fawl Rauterberg of the
method bookles use to make point spreads in college football games, and Paul‘s
secrets for making money betiing on games that ave supposed to be 50-50 propositions
with the spread. 7T tend to %take a very skeptlcal view of such systems, thinking
that any bookle worth his =al% has already taken into account such factors as who
has the hex over who, what ths teams' schedules were like, and so on. Then again,
there 18 another way of viewing it: pérhaps tockies txy io fix the game not so that
it’s an even proposition, but so that one team’s chances lcok wood to ths public, but
the other team . s%ill has au edge (always versus the spread, of course). In that
circumstance Paul®s system would make moxe szense -~ but lois of peopls wculd be
applying his system and driving the bookies bankrupt if At°s thai good. Would I
then b2 insulting you, Paul, if I were 1o opim that you've been the beneficlary of -

a favorable random fluctuatlon in ths game scores over the past elghteen monthse?

Murd'ring ¥inisters contains the news that the bsst zine for Leos to play in
is Murd‘ring Minlsters. Now I’m not one of thosse people who believes in all that
duab crap called astrology, but I must confess that I was boz:n on August 16 and that
my only postal win came in MMI ,

Acolyte 60, the final issue, is lu and explains Pete ‘I‘amlyn & yeasons for fol. rlirag,
By and large,; it seems that some people in the Briilsh hobby were giving FPete a hard
time (such as spreading false rumors about his handling of a GM-player dispute long
after it was settled), and Pete eimply no longer wishes to deal with this sort of
thing. And you thought that only, Amsricans feuded! I for one am sorry to see
Acolyte go under as it was always vexry anjoyable to receive and read.

According to the latest Bushwacker, DipCon 1985 will be held in Seattle, Washing’ton.
on the weekend of August 23-25. I stl)l don't know whether I'm going. :

Cathy's Rambliggs #9 Bots a soo& exanple on how to handle a feud in which you
aren’t involved:r "I Jjust want 1t to be knowa to everyone that CR is neutral 1la this
issue. I don't want the matter brought into my zine." Perhaps 1f everyone felt that
Way, more potentlal feuds would Ye nipped in the bud, ‘ R

The Concert of Europe #4 has Michasl Lee making a sort of ‘{obbyml‘cihh column
out of his "Let‘be:r from the Editor" column, I hexeby desbgrate Concert as

America’s Premier Hobbytalk Journal now that YD is dead and- goneu “Now if oniy
be'd adopt. my houserules... By the way, Michael seemd to think that my UO-page #97
Was

7 e smn #125 is in, with scme very sven-~handed sdlitorizls on the varlous probless
in hls zine and elsewhere in the hobby. The issue wWas a good one at 20 pages.
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In respones to cextaln of the older letters in this isswe; yes, Kathy Bymme has
resigned as BNC, clting harrassmsnt by me as her reason. The new RNC fe B11l sulnm,
301 Conrve Dr., Conxos, TX 77301.

Harrassment? Rather than Jjust make a knee- jerk denial, I think I'd be more
accurate to state that the truth of that assertion all depends on the meaning of the
texm. If responding to threats and lies is "harvassment”, then I pisad gullty. In
any event, Bill hasz ny full support, and I think he 3s an excellent cholce fur the
Jot.

A voxrd ahout my own feelings toward Xathys as BNC she did an outstanding jo%.

To say otherwiss would b cnly to invite howls of derision. In 'sr role as BN(, sie
did nothing that I considezed uncthical. The closost she came was in threatening me,
bult 1t's a thruvat she nade in the heat of anger and mever carried out. On the othex
hand, as & publismr Kathy is grossly Alshonast and unethical, and I don*t have a
shred of trust ieit for her. Her Big Lie aboui the "nasty letter to Francins® has
teen believed by qulis & few people who should lLnow better, or who at least showsd
check 1t cul by asking for proof (wbich Kathy hus offered, and doesn't have}o 1 heve
teen attacked by severzl people on ths basis of that, and her equally false clain
that I carry fouds into psople’s personal lives.

I have a lz2tier fxom Ken Corbin which is stvongly exitical of me regarding my
foud with Kathy and ny handling of the Highfield Affalr, and en article/letisr
from another subber attacking Kathy. lisithexr of theee are Wing printsd, for reasmns.
I won't go into, though the parties invelved axe aware of my reasons.

On to happler stuff..ooops. almost. First let me dispose of the Publiaters
Statement on Foot ’n Mouth. i have decided to handle this simply by sending the
petition to John Caruso himself. He can act on it or ignore 1t as he chooses. 1@
clear up some of the rumors golng around, this is not a recommended boycott of FIils
it's a protest against the editorial pslicles of using a roving subzine to attack
other hobbylsis., Criginally eight people signed 1ty vecently two moxs added thelir
signatures, But enouzh -- John will get the siatement privately from me.

Now better stuff, Many of you have enjoyed Mark Paul‘'s work ln VD over the past
two years. He has some carioons in this lassue, which I think ysu'il mjos as well.
Now Mark is planning to» stadt up a gaming 2ine of his owa, sometime later this yeax,
and he is offering a free yoar®s subseription to any Doomie! (Yes, I warnad hia
that my publicizing this might get him a flood cf rssponsew.) ¥ark, the list of
Doomizs 18 on page 5. Ioomies, Mark®'s address is The Pitta, P.0. Box 717,
Pittsfleld, M4 01202, The uine 4 will be called The Pliis and lopefully will festure
Diplomacy, 4000 A.D., Stocks and Bonds, Origins of WWIL, e Stock Market, Borderisads,
and Executive Decision., Additlonal suggestions arv welmme. You Just might find me
in one of his Stocks and Bonds games, I recently met Mark when he moved ints town,
and he 1s a very likeable, friendly porsen. He J.l be at BRUXCOR this year, Mark's
caxrtoons have been a great zsset to ¥YD.

A 1ittle more zoom fur talk about & few racent zines, eh? Ths latest Sleepless

Knights contains still more leitexs a‘bout the nasty issue of Foot .m Mouth that
appeared there two monthe ago, with Dave Carter concludimg that {t's just not worth
the hassle to print any more FIMs.

No Fixed Addyess is pubiished by Stave Hutton, whosy fixed address is P04 Brant
St., Londop, Ontario, CANADA N5Y 3N1; and it's rapidly Lecoming {and perhape %8) ny
second~-favprite Noxth Amerisan zine (after EE). The letter scolimn is superb; mchcpp‘ad
the way you 1ike ‘em in VD, and Steve'l} prlnt Just aboul arything -~ but trylng
#lip a nonsequitur by him is like trying to sneak the sun vast a yosster! For
US subbers, it'se $8.00 for i0 isewss, and I cannot recommend it highly enough. Tl
hin the ol BRUXexr sent you. And no, my opinion of NFA has nothing to do with ihv
fact that is (was) his favorite zins.

Give Me a Weapon #42 has Konrad Baumeister putting Tallman in his placsy good
atuff, Nice to see¢ that someone else gees the Ssattle Slug for the trouvblemaker that
he 130
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Main is back, very lats but very welcome, I°m glad to read the
N & t James
goodson ian’t folding -- and speaking of James, it seems that I had two thank yous
or him in this isswe (you'll understande..). That's OK -~ he worth two of ‘em;
I hope hops that doesn't mean I left someone elss out entirely!
So I Lied #3 caqtaimd 2 narvelous editorial about feuding by Marc Peters, and
I for one appregiated it., SIL overall looks as though it will be a suxre fire winner
of aw;,me. and I'm looking forward to many moze,
-huddy.nm Lose some is just so lighthearted and so nice to get, Judy's my boson
Outta rom already? OK, but first let me confess that the dittec
; 2 machine went
haywire again this month. I know all adout the ghostly upper right corner of page 79,

so don't hassle me about it, OK? Oh yeah, and I fo
rgot to mention that VD #10C 1
out, the final 1esuve and the largest Diplomacy 2ine ever at 270 pages. 1 #loo 1e

Thanks to Gary Coughlen and Chuff Afflerbach for sending in
guys never tire of toasing the poor ol®' BRUXer, do ya...? & cricket stuff. You

Bed:oom'bug'ged‘ |

at White House: ¢ . 2 o ’ }
Washi ) c k D d - )

ashington ; : Yick e' es*roye m—
President and Mrs. Reagan $ {
have a ericket in their hed- ) s ’ll A k }
room that will not stop chirp- :’ “ﬂl‘lcy { 'l Wﬂ e 4
ing, an aide diselosed yesier- M P ‘ »
.. day. :: Washington nance crews to open the air ¢
T ) , ) After three nights of vents in the room and spray
mo:h:(.‘:(l;o»t';‘:\m, sz:a‘:le u{n-s;{ ;e;l.\"s ¢ jost slcep, Naney gReagan them with insecticide. 4:
ress secretary, e Reagans ¢ g Y !

retived Sunday night ) y announced (o a waiting

awakened ai-4);.rn“'gb'lo:1::\9b\"‘ ?ll;g 1’ wgrld y.cstcrday that the “TheM;)?egggg? l‘(:l}?\ l;(aa:'i;t;fif\’ ‘:
chirping of a cricket in their bed- 4 ericket in the presidential o0 e vents.” Tate said  {
room. : . e hedroom is no more. that when she remarked later
She said that Mrs. Reagan ) Nonetheless, Sheila Tate, that the ])1'§sxden\.“n\ust have ¢
“wasn't able to go back to sleep gnd ¢ Mrs. Reagan's press secretary, been right,” the first lady re 4:
kept reminding herself that it is 1 Q,“‘O“"d, hel‘; as s?ymgi, iAni pih;:g,” The president is always ‘
supposed 10 be good luck to have $ 1{"“’8&"’“ pong I‘hfa:h ! ;1 . gt ¢
~crickets in your house, and: that' { stayed awake most of the RIghL, . ¢
eased the bai use, ¢ expecting to hear it.” No sooner had the case been ¢
casel he pain of being Kel" { - 3 _ solved than the press secretary ¢
_ The Reagans first heard the  pecame deluged with telephone

On Monday morning; the Tirst
lady conferred with the White
House usher's office, and the atten-
dants said they were sure the crick-

ct-was in one of the plants theyhad . -

put in the bedroom, Tate said. The
plants were renzo\ved from the bed-

. room. e

At 4 am. yesterday, Mrs. Reag-
an heard the chirping again. This
time, the maintenance crew 0ok all
the air vents apart and sprayed. °

“We're waiting to see what hap-
pens tonight,” said Tate.

United Press

cricket at.4 am. Monday. 1t kept
y . Mrs. Reagan awake most of the
y  remainder of the night. '
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)] ~Monday —-morning, the

) squad 1o remove all the potted

P

viding the cricket with a home.
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On Tuesday morning, Presi-
dent Reagan ordered mainte-

¢ White House usher's office, i .
o charge of housekeeping, sent & -

plants from the bedroom on the .
theory that the foliage was pro- -

© Wrong. At'4 am. Tuesday,
Mrs. Reagan awakened 10+the’
same chirping sound. LtE

- calls from citizens offering anti-

cricket remedies and reporters
wanting to interview Mrs. Reag-

- an-about the cricket.

By midday yesterday, Tate
said, she had received telephone
calls from British and French
broadcasting agencies, as well as

- US. television networks clamor-

ing to interview Mrs. Reagan.

“It’s an issue that the entire
world is dealing with,” Tate said
wryly.
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B’IUX. Speaks I 4’
he Runestone Poll, 1985

As was annowced earlier in thls issue, Randolph Smyth has handed to me the task
of mmniang the Runestone Poll. I am hereby soliciting ideas from the hobby on how
the Poil might best be TR, and will provide a forum for discussion in Echo of Doom.

By and large, I don’t want to alter the format of the Poll much from the way it’s
been run in the past. Those changes that are made, I hope to make transpavent to the
votarss that is, the balloting procedurs should vemain identical, or nearly so, to
the way 1t’s always been. Within that framework, then, I offer the following :
preliminary sugg%ﬁions/comments/qmstions. Nothing is yet carved in stone; all
hovby members are welcome to Join this discussion.

1. All ballots must be signed, dated, state the votexr's social sscurity number,
e notarvized. ..

Um, let's rot get off on the wrong feot., I'll try again.

1. I think the Poll would be iuproved by including non-North American zines
and @is. It would e interesting to see how the Denver Glonts and NMR!s of Britain
stack up against the Europa Expresses end Diplomacy Digests of North America.
Additionally, this would give further putlicity to the hobby outside of North Amerlea,
an excellent slde benefit, ia my opinion. And I have enough European contacts to
get the Poll publicized in Rurops,

The only negative I can think of is that otvlously some North American zines
will score lower then they would have, due to the incluslon of extra gzines, This
may lead to some brulsed egos if a zine that would have finlshed elighth ends up
twalfth, say. But I think ths good wwild outweigh the bad,

20 Should I kesp the subzlne pcll, or scrap it? My own feeling is fairly neutral
on thisj; I tend to think of subzines as just a part of their host zines, and therefore
a factor in that ratlng. To rate them separately has always seemed Jjust a bit
redundant to me, but I'1l probably let the people who care to speak up help me make
a final declslion on this point,

3. Shall I a3llow people to vote for zines they don®t receive? GMs they haven't
played wnder? Their own zines? My tendency, for ressoas already discussed in VD,
is to say "“yes" to all of these.

%, Unless thexe i1s an unexpected number of objJemtions, I will keep Randolph's
provision for lopping off the top-and~bottom 8% of the votes, rounded down. This 1s
a good procedure for weeding out grulge votes.

Bven bstter from a statistical standpoint would be te count only votes within a
standard deviatlion of the mean for each zine. However, this procedure would not be
as easy for some hobbylats to follow, . 'Thoughts?.

5. I will try to do a preferency matrix, and then adjust the results to range
from 0 to 10. If I am successful at this, ny inclination would be to generate one
final 1ist by combining ths “averaging" scores with the "preference matrix" scoreec

6. A8 you can see, I'm enthusiastic about this project, and I ask that publishers
giwe it furthsr publicity. I promisq results both thorough and prompt.

Now, let's hear your thoughts on the above. I am opsn to any suggestions from the
hobby. Coples of this page will be sent to as many publishers as possible so that
we can get a maximum amount of publiclty.




And now the most important part of ihe zine...THE GAMES!!!

ITALIANS SLIP INTO GASCONY!

Fall 1915
ENGLAND (Ansoff): _F IRI-Mid ( NAT S), F LvP-Iri, F NWY S RUSSIAN A StP
FRANCE (Williams); ¥ BHE O A Gas, A Gas S GENM Al A Bur (ds r Par, OTB)
GERMANY (Wittmond)s A' BER H (F BAL S, A Kt S), A BUR S FRENCH A Gas, 4 KU S A Bux,
F ENG S ENGLISH F Ixi-Mid
ITALY (Howerton)s F MID-Bre, F WES-Mid (F FOR S}, A Max-GAS, A Ple-MAR, A MIN-Bur,
A _T{O0-Mun {A BOH S)
RUSSIA (Beyexlein)s A STP H
TURKEY {Lexritie)s F SPA{nc) S ITALIAN A Mar-Gas, F' NAF S ITALIAN F Wes-~Mid,
A SIL S ITALIAN A Tyo-Mun, F LYO S ITALIAN & Ple-Mcw, A_PRU-Eer
4 _MOS-SiP (A LVN S), A Rum-SEV, A WAR-Gal, A GAL-¥War,  BLA H.
A UKR C A War-Gal (mp)

Supply Center Charts

ENGLAND: Lvp, Lon, Nwy, Swe 4, even
FRANCE: DBre, Parx 2, even
GERMANY: Ber, Kie, Den, Hol, Bel, Rmdi 6, ewen
ITALY: Home, Gre, Tri, Mar, Por, Vie, Mun 9, build 1
RUSSIA: StP 1, even
TURKEYs Home, Bul, Ser, Bud, Rum, Tun, Sev, War, Spa., Mcs 12, even

Game Notest No, George, Jjust because I said that two units may not exchangs places
without a convoy doesn't mean that you're gonna dupe me into allowing ihat! Nice
try.co The F M1d 1s a beleaguwered garrison and is therefore not dislodged. (See the
articls on "indirest support" elsewhere in this issue.)

The E/F/G/I/R/T draw and the I/T draw both falled. Germany wants 1t publicized
that he voted yes to E/F/G/I/R/T and no to I/T. Proposed for next season is an
B/F/G/I/R/T draw. Flease vote by next deadline,

Press:

GERMANY to TURKEYs If that's what you want, it's OK by me.

XAISER to GMs How long before X.G comes into effect?

BRUX: An “enforced draw” can only occur once the game has been stalemated for three
game years ~-- and this one ain't thers yet!

Edmund Jedry 1s VD's resident wlologlst. He has written articles relatdng to
blology in each of my ¥ last two ann;varaazy isswes, In addlition to this he has Ieen
a faithful standby in VD for well »ver a year. THANKS...%to Doomie Edmund Jedry.

JefT Noto has long been a strong contributor to VD's Cossip Column, and has
written several articles for the zine. He (and his wilfe Lisa and daughter Jennifer)
are among my very best hobby friends, and I hope someday to meet them. THANKS...to
Doomle Jeff Noto.

Kerry and Xaren Blant recently let thelr sub to ¥D rum out. since they've lost
most of Lheiv interest in Diplomacy. DBut they are still very close friends, and are
receiving *hls final isswe grails. Kerry was a player ln the famed JUFLTEE gzame.
TRANMEI . *r Dimemde Warry Rignat




QUASAR 1582AE

HOWERTON THIWKS THAT ENGLAND®S GREW SOME!

Autunn 1912

GERMANYs NRR! A War r OTB

Wintexr 1912

AUSTRIA éLucas)z Build F TRI

ENGLAND (Claspey)s Build F EDI, F LVP, A LOK
FRANCE (Burd)s Build A PAR, F MAR

GERMANY (Howexrton): NBR! GM removes A Boh {out)
TURKEY (Sweeney)s Rsmove F Ion

Game Notes: The seasons in thls game were separated by player request., All press
belew 1s printed only with the specific pexmission of the players to run it in the
svent of a season separation. The GM hereby formally expresses his distasts to the
Players at the numerous separations of ssasons, wondering whather this is really
necessary, and reminding them that thers 1s such a thing as conditional oxders...

The following ars all proposed for next seasons a concession to England, a
“concession” to E/T (actually an E/T draw), a “concesslon" to E/F/T (an E/F/T dxaw),
and an A/B/F draw. Ploase vote by next deadline, Also proposed is that Austrian
colors twrm from red to black, to slgnify thelr treacherous hearts, I wonder whe
proposed thati??

Preas:y

CONSTANTINGUPLA: The Sultan has teoday annownced the following changes in policye
"sselnt 80 much as the Asustrian goverpment refuses o scceds to the yagsonable denands
of ihls govexmment, and that they have aligned ithemselves with the French/English
forces «- it is my sald duty to make the followlng declarationss

1) The Yon Med fleet has been disbanded, Your Sultan expscis that the Frinch
will soon demand Italy and after sslzing it will assuredly spring into Albania and/ox
the Adriatic. The Tuwrkish navy will ONLY defend Turkish colonies/soil. ‘

2) All Imperial Turkish amies will fight to return to our homeland -~ leaving
the French/English forces to crush Austria at thelr lsisure. Twrkish armies will
not support ther nor ald them in their swrtlval, Ausirian coloples will be aiilucked
as needsd to establish 2 statls front. o . o .

3) Austria and all Austrian iradesmen, techniclans and citizens will be deported,
ONLY a skeleton crew with a diplomat shall remala in Censtantlnople.

L) A1l arms shipments to Ausirla shall cease. Food and medicinal supplizs shall
be continued muabeted. Austria will need many bandages.

5) Allah has willed that all men over 14 and women over 16 report to the induction
centars for training as sulclde troops. To dis for Allah 1s all, and a guaranised
place in heaven, . '

My psople, things mére well for the "Force” watil the recent illness of ine
Emperor of Austria and his zubseqpent death., With the change im lsadership of that
nekle country and thelr Anglo-Freach preferences ~- I have no cholece - JIBADI®
CON to BUD:s Write some truly nasty press, will ya? Thsa rest of these guys must l=
dead!

({QUASAR continues next page s
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QUASAR (continued)

CON %o BUDs It isn’t too late yet -~ watch them come. See press in VD #99%.
CONSTANTINOFLE: The capltal today mourns the loss of Gen. Adm. Exiax. While resting
in Med Fleet HQ, it (the HQ and the Gen. Adm.) was overrun by French Naval Forces
supported by the treacherous Austrians. The "Force" has teen severely crippled.
THIS IS AN EXCERPT FROM THE FiNSACOLA NEWS JOURNAL: Police and rescue workers
succeeded today in retrievlng a Mazda automobile from the waters of Pensacola Bayo
The vehlicle had plunged off the end of the fishing pler in what was at first thought
an accident. However, pollice have identified the body as that of Bob Howsxrton, and
upon investigation have ruled the incildent a2 =zulcide, Inside the car, investigators
found a strange-looking map of Europe with the word “beirayed" scrawled across it.
They wers nystified by dozens of little wooden tlocks of different colors found
throughout the car.

A spokesman for the family stated that Bob had btesn in a state of deep depresslon
after receiving the last issue of what thsy refexved to as a cult magazine called
Yolce of Doom, Authorities mentioned that they may pursue thelr lnvestigations in
Michigan and Coloxado, '

LONDON: 9Oh, dear. Queen Victorla deeply regrets the computer error which resulted

in English fleets remaining in Klel and Berlin., She bsgs to infoim der (former) Kaisex
that guch a faux pas will never, ever happen again. (France and Austria please take
note.

OBIIIIEARAREIT YBIAIAT 14 IAAGRGAARARANL IBESAEE 3

Dave Lincol:: is ihe reason that VD Hsadquaters has overcome its cricke: plague .
He and his loveiy fanily wexe my hosts for s day this summer, and I've never met &
nicer bunch of peoples I rode down with him to MaryCon and bdack. ,’ﬁ{ANKSe”to Doomie
Dave Lincoln. :

Randolph Smyth is the hobby®s best writer on the play of the game. Many of his
articles appear in this isaue so that you readers can have them. This was done with
his permlssion. He 1s a long-time pillar of the hobby and was a very nice victim

in Swedish Roundatout (hyork!). THANKS...to Doomie Randolph Smyth.

James Woodson is a good friend and has shared some great times with me at Origins
and ByrneCon, What's more, he didn't --even complain when I altered one of hls
letters to read, "My leg comes off next Monday. I can’t wait." THANKS...to Doonmie
James Woodson. '

Gary Coughlan is a close friend and strong supporter of VD. Two of the very
best plays he has written have appeared in these pages, and I have shared many great
times with him at variocus cons. He publishes the hobby's finest zine. THANKS...to

Doomie Gary Coughlan, ‘

Mike Barno has been & friend who was always there when I needed him. Hs has ‘
contributed plenty of entertaining rxeading to VD's pages over the years. I will be
riding with him to Indlanapolis this month. THANKS...to Doomie Mike Barnc.

Ruth Glaspey has tesn z loyal player and reader here for ages. Her sccasional
letters are among the most entertaining I've ever printed, and what's more, she
shares my love for little furry puppy doggles. She has also bteen very kind to Alex.
THANKS. .. to Doomie Ruth Glaspey. .
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GO EOLGAIBRINS

RIGEL ‘ 198K
EUROPE IS BLACK AND BLUE AFTER ALL THIS FIGHTING?

The RIGEL game has ended in a draw bstween France and Cermany. The proyosal for
this, made last month, passed unanimously. The game-end chart, cast of playexs,
and final press all follow., Congratulations to Ty and Nelson for sharing the draw,
and to the others for a generzlly well-played game, and to all for the press. Flease
sulnit endgame statements by next month.

Game=~anid Chart:

1 02 03 D& 05 06 07
AUSTRIA ‘295 5 ’% % "3 3 4 Game: 1983K
ENGLAND b 3 1 0 - - - Zine: The Volce of Doom
FRANCE 5 5 6 6 7 9 % draw 3M:  Bruse Linsey
GERMANY S 7 7 9 9 11 12 draw
ITALY 3 3 2 3 2 0 -
RUSSIA 6 6 7 7 8 6 4
TURKEY y 5 5 5 5 5 5

Cast of Playersa

AUSTRIAs Steve Knight , .

ENGLAND: Bob Sweency (cut 1904)

FRANCE:s Ty Hare (dvew 1908)

GERMANY: HNelson Heintzman (drew 1908) .

ITALY: Michael Frick (dropped F *02), Dudley Kidd (reeigned S '03), sreg Eliis {out 1506)
RUSSIA: Dave Kleiman

TURKEYs Rich Rellly

Game Notes; Congratulatlione again to Nelson and Ty, and let’s have some rip-moarin’
endgame statements from all of you. (Yep, Greg and Bob, that includes you tool)

I erred last season ln disallowing the French build of A Pars it was legal. All
players ware notified. Thanks to Jeff Pumches, who sutmitted standby orders which
wouldn’t have been needed, and no thanks to Jim Chatfleld, who falled to autmit
standby orders and is hereby removed from the VD standby list. By the way, each of .
you getis one vote for the winner of the FPress War...and so do I! Send ‘em in.

Finall Press:

VIENNA to WORLD: How's about 1t, guys? We thropgh now?
AUSTRIAs But...but...I thought we were all suppused to NMR last tuzn! ALl the
excitement must be ioo much for me...

PORTUGAL to TOMMY THE WONDERTROUT: And sc we walt with baltec breath to hear your siory...
REILLY to RIGEL: It was late in the afternmoon of September 24, and your hurble :irrator
only had a few more hours in which to tm up hly orders and prese and send them off for
the 100th issuwe of The Voice of Doom. nt yriter that hs 1s, he typed and typed and
tﬁ\ed and mzmﬁfed T imagitie a wost wonderiul gz:eas releass. ., .a relesnse that wouid put
all the other RYCEL prezs writerg to shame, But by the time he imaginsd 1t, it was too
late. Only & few minutee remoingd before the U,8, Postal Sexrvice would be ;Eic up the
mail, and your humble nearrator dared not miss that, else he night BMR, as dl4d certaln other
disﬁacﬁef RIGEL players the previous season, who shall go nameless, Thexefoxs, your most
yellable player typed up a short and mgigufg.cant 1ittle fiece in place of that truly
awesone release, and sent 1li off with the rxomise that he'll try a 1ittle berder pext time.
Ttmxémwisgngcma Hmie y;‘;cm ever heard the }ﬁ?ﬂa "baclltﬁab"? dHava %ouievar conam.e}x:ad
a our pla Or are u one o se 8 00GY=-Z00E ypes whe feols
gggl{y about stgbblng some bodyT e ¥ goody y e ]

((RIGEL continuss next vage) )
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RIGEL {(convinuved)

ERCLAND:  Prime Minister Sweensy was a deleated man. Hownded from shore te shore for
his great Frese Yriting Abillty by every country on every shors, he at long last
arrives in itely. 7Tha Prims Minlster walks fo the shore and locks out at the huildings
of Venlee. HEventually a pondcla heads in his divection. After paying 5,000 Lira
{($0.75), he ie taken to the administraiive bullding in the heart of the city.

Stopping monentarily at a newsstand, he buys a paper, qulckly giancing at te "news”
thexein, and deduces the followings

1) France and Germany have vegalined their trust, each having a series of units
za the other‘s borders *o ensure nutual trust. ‘

2) Kiitten Klelman is at last feelingz the combined might of his enemies (obviously,
baczuse I no longer write his press releases).

3) Ztaly, st long last, has capitulated to the combined onslaught of his encmies.

The time 1s right for an enterprising indleidual of strxength and wisdome %o
intexvens in Iinternationzl affairs. Me! Hwrledly, I enter the administrative :
vuilding, with German flage waving in the gentle breeze, I knew now that it is iime,
time 10 meet von Helvntsman.

The guards are szape as I boldly walk up to the It in chaxge and ask to be taken
inpediately to the consul general. In a state of shock the Lt ascoris me to the
presence of Exil vun Heinisman, third cousin to the august {and senile) Nelson von
Heinteman. “How would you Llke to ruvle ths German Zmpire from coast to hleody aoast,
from Bexlin 4o my lovely Leonden, Mumich 4o Paris and of courss, the soou-to-bs-had
dusslan csutars o the north and east?” I ask. “How would you like to rid yoursslf
of your bloodthlysty cousin, to rule Instead of serving, itc dictate insisad of chey,
to possess ipstead of hold?" I smiie before I conbtinus. "All ¥ ask 1z iwo thlngss
first, that ¥ ruls as Viceroy In Eangland. You can appoint a minlster or ministers to
watch me; all I creve is 1o be in England again 9nd be amonget my own kind. Second,
I ask you to forgive ny removing a wiltnass tw ithis meeilng.® 1 turn quickly, raise
ny platel, and firs, vsing my last bullet and killing the stunned Lt. I drsp the
plstol, turn and hold out my hand ¢o finish the deal. In surprise I see a nickel-
pla*bed 038 staring at ay chest.

Yon Heinienman stands, locks at me, paces, and says to me, "Your suppositions are
based on several Taulty polnts of logic. I will elucldata., Flret, I ar related by
blood to our noble leader, my belovsd cousin. Second; my family in Bavaria 1s
hostage ofr my actions, which in my case is not needed as I am a loyal subjset,

Third, you are a defeated man. QOux revolt is led my = dwsrf-hating German wilmner,
and why shouwid I 1lsten {0 you, a man who lost a countsy? PFinally, you have shot and
k1lled a membesr of my personal guard and I shall have vengeance.” He walks to his

desk and presses a concsealed button. The guards who enter, once over the inltial
shock of sezing the dead officer, quickly and efficiently hustle me frem the woom,
take me down to the cell area, strip ssarch me and shackle me, In the moming, ¥ will
be in Gevmany to face von Helntzman.

THE BLACK POREST {{via GERMANY)): As the sun slowly met, the Xalser reciinad on a
bal.coney couch and watched the wesi;a;m horizon meli inte ribbons of fisxry bronze. A
¥arm summer btraeze caused some discomfort, but ths pltcher of ice water on the talle
vy his side affoxded hlm frequent relief. As bis mind and body gradualiy melaxed, ths
Kaiser allowed his thoughts to rwam end he began once again to remember and contemplate.
He was alons now a6 he had bgen ln the vegioning. His first ssrvani, ths dwarf
savant, Respuivanu, tad loag singe vanished. Dramailcally vanguished by the Nublan
sorcsress, Tlara, he had eventuully escaped from his paychic confinement and fled
eastward. Rumors persistied that he had found re=fuge with the Russians, the Turks,

((RIGEL continues next page))
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RIGEL {continued) L O

or the Transylvania folk. Some even whispered that through mysterious and arcane
methods, Rasputmann had solved the riddle of time and had entexsd into other crossee~
dimensional worlids. Whatever, mused the Kalser, the wizard dwarf no longer remalred
ia Germany and even appeared gone from RIGEL World itself.,

Fondly, the Kalsex now thought of beautiful and vivecious Tiava, whoss gcouit
knowledge and skill had rid the Relch of the parasitic dwarf wimard. For the longest
time, the charming and quick-witted ebony priestess had lingered by his side, helping
guide the RBmplre toward the suvccess it currently enjoyed. however, she, %00, Wa®& oW
gone. Her mission accomplished in this forelign place, her heart yesrning more and
more for her own homeland, she had tearfully announced cne nighi her decislon to lsave.
He had not taken it well at first, the Kaiser knew; but, as vsmal, time -- ithe greatsst
cureall -~ had scothsd his tortured soul, and nmow his reflectloms held btut & twinge
of cccasional sadness. Besides, once in a whils, on a moonlit night with a soft breess
gently blowing, she scmetimes heard the musical notes of her 'mice riding with the
wind, and e knew &he spoke to him.

As nis pind wandered thusly, he sensed a darkening of the sky. Absorbed iz blas
ruminatlons, e thought only that nightfzil was now raepidly apmroaching. However, an
wmnusual gust of wind broke into his reverle. Iuffeted by a second great gust of alx,
e glanced about only to pesr upwards into ths stern reptilian gaze of a
monstrous winged lizard, which was hovering above ithe high towers of the fortisss.

Unpexrtsrbed, the Kalser calmly regsrdad this apparition, recognizing 1% ae that
ereature of myth and legend ~-~ a dragon. For ita part, the dragon ponderously
fluttered in midalxr, the grey length of its tody slowly twisting about as ihe scaly
wings flapped. Its green-gold gaze burning steadily into the Xalser's eyes, Wyyyx,
the High Ome, carveiully appraised this human leadeor. Wyyyx approved of ubei he saw
and sibllantly whilapexed a greeting.

“Hail, Most Valiant, High-Boxn Prince of the Human-Folk., We are well net!®

Por a momeut the Xaiser sald nothing, allowing the formal flatiery to dangle
batween then.

Then; he smiled and banteringly replied, "Not all high-born princes are vallant,
nox are those who are valiant necessarily high~born. But, indeed, we are well mst,
and I salute and welcoms thes, Lord of the Sky.”

Anused by the human's mild reparted, Wyyyx allowed a faint glow of humor to
shimmer about his long Jjaws. He gllided clossr and hoverxed near the Kalser.

In a soft hiss, he spoke again., "Perhaps you wonder why 1 approach you? 1 am
Wyyyx, the High One, and I do not believe in consoxting with the humar woixld."

He paused, staring down at the Kaiser. "But, I know of you and your dealings with
the Other-World - your relationship with Rasputmann and Tlara, .for instancs. .

Resentment glimmerved within ﬂm Kalsor's eyeg. "is it your intent o profaae
Tiara?" ‘,

"No, no, not at all,” hissed Wyyyx. "I merely mention this to scguaint you with
my awareness and kmowledge of your...other-worldliness.”

The Kaiser plerced the green-goid gaze with his own crystal-blue stare. “Why do
you approach me at all? You admit you have no high regardé for humans.”

Wyyyx did not respond for a mpmanto Sllently, he gazed down at the Coxman leader,
then he apoke,

"Many of the Young Ones of My Folk no longexr respect all the (ld ¥Waya. Some have
aven disputed my authority and seek to involve themselves in the affsirs of you humans.
They wish to intertwine our world with yours -~ two woxlde of very dlstinct and
different creation. They wish to achieve a oneness which they belleve wlll sllew
them the opportunity to develop and gain powexr, prestige and glory."

Imperceptibly, the Kalser shrugged his shoulders. "You think thet to be wrung?

I may not agree with you; and, besides, what is any of thlis to me?”
Wyyyx wagged his snout from side to side. "The sltuation may not te & wnstter of

((RIGEL contlnues next page))
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right or wrong, but certainly it s unwise,™

“That is a satier for debuete,” remarked the Kaiser,

“Porhaps,” peplied Wyyyx. she then fell silent.

iooking havi at the dragon, the Kaiser prodded him. “Agaln, Lord Wyyyx, why lwve
you approached me? I care naught for your concsrns in yowr own domain. I havs my
oWl involvementis,™

Wyvyx elewly replled. "1 have approached you, hwmav-born, because, unfortumsisly,
my CONCRINE axs your concerns.”

“How is that?” +the Kalser owke in,

Hyyyx lgnesed the Anterruptlon. "My Yeung Ones hiave chosen nol i confroal me
in thls realm. Instead, they ave depurting this werld in increasing numbers. They exe
atle to do se through the mystlecal machinations of yeur former ccurd wizard,
Raspuimaus.,™

The ¥Kalser frowned alighitly, dut, for the flrat tiwe, he bLegan to eenzs wherye ihe
conversation was laading.

*Undoubtedly, you, too, have hoard rumoxs that Resputmaun has found a way to enter
peraliel wiverses. In polnt of fact, there appesr to be many paths which lirk
together an infinity of parailel worlds.” His wings fluttered as Wyyyx inhaled wevly.
“Basputmann has opered those paths o ny brothexs and sisters. Even as I spealk, Torder
of dragon folk pour intc other flelds of play.”

*So?” the Kalser asked, eyus8 narcow with thought.

“Sos” repiled the dymgon, *The opsning of the patbhs have caused iths erestdoir of
mortality for these myriad worlds. No ionger is =ach reallty separate wnto itself
for ever move. Since creaturss of the imagination -~ such as cur=slvas -~ Can now
antsr other veelities at wlil, eventuully 1t must come to pase tha% each lndlvidval
roality shali cease to be,™

The Kaiser sald nothing but meisly watched the shifting gaze of the dvagon. From
out of Wyyyx‘'s throst shot a short burst of flawe, emphasizing his emotional intenslty.

“Look at the far horizon;” urged Hyyyx. "Whait do you sea?”

The Kalser studled the darkening sky. Although the sun bhad set, trilliant hues of
purple, bronze, and flery red-orange s8till flooded the heavens. But what espsclally
drew the attentlion of the Xalser was a thin strip of sky st the vervy edge of the
horizon where the heavens cuxved down %o meet the sarth. What he saw puzzled him.

For not the femillar darkness of evening cresping in war (o bs ssen, btut, instead, a
band of strange, shining, luminoslty gilared Forth twdazelingly and hurting the eyss.

“What is that?" the Xaiser cried cut.

Wyyyx turned ancient and saddened eyes toward the far horizon. “THAT 1s the end
of RIGEL Woxld," he sald. :

"Oh; no," whispered the Kalser. "Ii cannot be.®

Wyyyx looked at him. "Come, fly with me toward yonder horizon., I will take scu
to a place where you can see a dazzlingz wall of shining white light «which slo¥ly
grinds forward, chliiberating all in its path -- a moving cuxtain of nothirymess w-ich
would be our doom to even atitempt to penetrate.”

"Are we all los%, then?" muttered the Xaisex.

“No," replied Wyyyx. "Come abtoard me, and we shall gather together the rest of my
folk. We shall seek ocul Tiara and the hmman lerde of ths other nations. Together we
shall find one of the Open Paths of ths Universe and enisr into anothar world.”

The Kalser stood up. *You s welcome to vemain hers and rest, Lord Wyyyx. I shall
make preparations to leave and should he resdry within g foritnight. I& that tims enough?™®

Wyyyrx amiled. “"Yes, I Telleve so. A few move seausons should pass before RIGEL
ceases to ba, And by then we will have found an Open Path, and, who krows, perhaps
we shall find ancther RIGEL, 00,.."

BRUX to RIOCEL: Ancther RIGEL and another zinel It's the end of an sya, Thanks,
folks, it's been leads of fimoes
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Standbys
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by Randolvh Jaytn

As I musi occaslicarlly inform novices to iths postal nobby, "standbrs” ave
meplacemonts who take over posiilons left leaderlessg by the dlmammeazsncs of a e oow
player. Turmover is a falrly common event in the course of 2 g;am which tain

ox three y«:*m‘« ¢ lay. on the averages causes and circunstances vary a8 widsly as
the 1ives of the pleyers Lwolved., Pinding standbye is veurlly a M reoWlswe, whisn
is why I'm pressutly tzying o put together a standby list (8o Ly you're sick of
hearing abou’ it, Joia itl),

Standlby positions are often preiiy poor. Ope of the most frequent vuures of
player dropouts ia Lhat the geve is Just not going well for them. REven :
piayers, Finding therselwes with less time than they meed o nromexly i :
Diplemacy commliiments, wlll nsturally xesizgn from a poorsy pesiticn acd bhaw
betier one if peesilis. A gcod standby positicn is rather rave, but qudte = plan
sinee pzins have been madﬂ and presen ted to o you on a silver platter, &% ko -.onlalw
axpenze of scmeone else’s reputation. Ons can then wvenegotiate evaxyihing . sgueeaing
more out of a ar»penaﬂn* ally while checking cut offers from your pradecessor's
enenies glves ynu one of the most powsrful diplomaiie posltlons you’ll evel find
youreelf in.

Cn the other haid, there 18 also great satisfaction in beling handed vhe sumen !
the-niil two-inii "loser” and keeping it alive hy convincing the oppositdic
{trubhfully oxr othermise) that you axe more able/friendl y/dangerous than $he previcus
piaysr, and had bast bte left alone or actively heiped. then this is mpo ib 5,
death 18 at leazst awift and mexrclful as a zdes ravsly ls a standby preciuvited
a neutral &Hva'wnm For nowlees, .:tand“tx_,r posltions can provids exper’ef“ E
quick reputztlon of reliability and/or competence (and/or the reverse, of ~ours
sore of the most ewtrome s’xtuatd.ans encowitersd on the Dipiomacy bLoaxc.

My baslc pramdse 1o ihe selsctlon of a sultable psychologlecal attiteas s s
the vollapss of “hs previcus player was rarely sudden and wexDecied Ly ths oihors
other intoresis lLiave gradually shwnted the ganes aside over the part Wo gnas
The other playsvye have gradually tecome used to an Increasiugly "zbsenise lan ;
and have already begun the proceas of alllance re-negotlation and -aligmment ir umyv,
which wlll not favowr yowr new pesition. However, once the changs has taken plass and
yoeu are in commend, your flrst and mest important Jjob la to break thiz tendency.

The volind tc be nade 1e ihat nost stznddy playsrs are not sufficlently aspres. ivs
In outlock. (7ZThand, I can®t recsll) & single Instance wheys = standby in = gesw
wnich I was playing initlally projected an Impreassion oi great lnitersst, Iu ;
they‘re willing enough to send in the moves to keep thse position allve &3 lLeal
can in a diplomgtic vacuums but the original player probably did no less nwpildld
vexy end, and thexe 1is no L v Plag LR
A shuffiing of silent, dlsintereated heads of state means nothing i the &djlomutic
sltuation., Negotiatlon time nust be invested to hallt the process of erosicn, whicn
is usually well on its way, but not irreversible. Toe change i8 only a wrue :
dsvolopment Af you make it sos too many standbys don’t, which actouvcis for me=i or
the lack ¢f succass of such pesitions, in my epinlon,

The wendeacy to let the original players make tie flirst move Ls ckay if you ity
want to discover the one who currently hss the rost time and enercsy. Remembor, though,
that most of the oldsters have bacome comforiable with a sllend oyponent -« ihs only
cnes to wriie will be those with s specific request, which will Joubtizozs v o wwlxw
hanefit, bult mar not be to yours.

Obvicusly you mav be defsated by the gams sltustior. 1L strong alldanes oppusiig
you and holding 2k centere i3 no! amenable o tergsloing, and A7 thingss sxe veslly
hopsless, capiiulate with mood gracs and lony for snoiher game. Yhils lz e O
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Zame, standby or otherwlse. There 13 an “evenit" lnvolved ln evexry standby situation,
bowever: a change of players. Zmphaslize thls change to your opponents, if you tiake
the game sexlously.

That doesn't maan that you can write tc say, “Hey, don‘t attack me, things are
different" in =0 many words. Working alllancss ageinet you ars already past the
planning stlage, g0 you mrust be noxe indlrect. Write immediately, with Jefipite
guwestions and sugsestlconss establisbh yourself as a flexible, rellable "idea menu®
if you don’t know the other players; basically, take the dipiomatic initiative.

The same can be sald of pre-Spring 1501 negotiations in a reguiar game, but it is, if
anyihing, even more importani in a standby alot where the cards ave alreagly stacked
against you,

1'd aven go wo fsr as to make ay requesis somewhal outvageous (by normal stasdards;
if nothing else, this will provcke some reactlon {even an mfavourahle reply: “Axe
you craey, man?® will probtably Anclnde soms idea of what the guy is looking for) from
the reciplent. Just telng noticed iz half the batile: mt.rencl‘iag 0 a move
reasonable positicn cace corzespondencs is established thenm gilves you the appearance
of being an anlable felliowi

Finally, if a1l olse falls, don’t go out with s whinpsr. The best way to maintain
your awn Intersst In a dead positlon which was net ewvon of your making is to forget
normal censidsratlons. B8s as unpredlctable as praslhle, consistent with your
aputatione don't thwrow centers away, bvut don’t iry te weave a defensive coccon
#bich X8 boymd 4o s fatally weak. Leave a mark, any merk, on the game that will -
andure after your elixinatlon: let ‘em know you were ithere, fellal

One woxd epovid sun up the best attlitude o adopt when taking cver a small and
appaxanﬂy lost standby position; first on the diplomatle, then {1 xmeucoessful) on

the nllitaxy fronts ATTACK!

({Right on! 411 tco often standbys come into a game and play deed. Bravo to
those who come in and play ithe game!)

Larry Peexry is one of the nost even-tempared individuals I know., He takes
plenty of criticlem, and takes it well. He has been an active Doomie forxr close to
a year now, and I shall shortly be sending him all my old zines sc that he can add to
his hobby lending library. THANKS...tq Doomlis Larry Feery,.

Fred Davis is ithe hobby’s leading designer of variant games, and has been a subber
here aince the zine began. He As a good friend and a tremendous asset to the hobdby,
though his quist work is often noticed less than that of people more flamboyant. He
wag kind enough to send Alex a Mensa application. THANKS...to Doomie Fred Davis.

Nelson Helwtzman is the author of the best-uritten press I've aver printed, or
for that matiev ever seen in the hobby, He 1s a loyal player and a great asset to
YO. T look Yorward to meeting him at LHPUKCON. THANKS...to Doomie Nelson Helntzmen.

Pat Corlon has written s number of very Mtriguing articles and letters for VD.
His writing alvways has a lighthearted gir that adds to.the enjoyment of the gine. 1
have shared good times wilth Pat at aeve_ral cons, THANES...to Doomlse Pai Conlon.

George leritie bas been a close perponal friend ever since I began publishing.
We were planning to room together at Origins *80 till (leoxrge was injured in a car
crash and had to cancel, so I still look forward to someday meeting him. He has
been a loyal and successful player in my games. THARKS...tc Doomie George Leritie.

BRUX Linsey has been around since the zine began, and has a record of nearly
always agreeing with my editorial policies. He has contributed fairly heavily to
these pages, THANKS...to Doomle BRUX Linsey.



Some Subtle Arts of FIF Play ;a‘;
vy Jeff Noto

Most of my experience in Diplomacy has come from FTF play, mainly while I lived
in New York. 1t seeans that we sometimes forgei Jjust how diffevent the "live" verslon
of our favorita game is from the postal form. Some of the methods mentionzd will be
familiar to you; others may glve you ideas as to what to do when you run inte trouhle
at next year®'s MaryCon. In any event, Jjust call this article a bit of nosialgla -
it is not meant io be all-inclusive. All namew are unchanged: none of you know these
peopls anyway.

Most of the time when we played FIF, Bruce (not BRUX) would bte the last to hand
in his wxitten ordexs, He would always ‘e pacing the voom muttering to himself, "Yhat
should I do now?" or some such gibberish. Yet he always seemed to make the right
moves in a crucial sliuation,  We eventually discovered that during his nexrvous
moments he would be reading the oxders belng written down by his current enrcng.

Some times you cholics of a future profession can be of help. Tony's worst fiaish
in a FIF game was being part of a U-way draw. He always looks at you right in the
eyes when he talks to you (I could srite an entire article on the importance of eye
contact), and has the most charming smile you've ever seen, Bub as far as I°m
concerned, Tony dees sc well because he nakes sure that everyone knows he plane o
beceme an Episcopalesn priests I mean, who would ever believe that a guy who's gonns
Te a priest would evexr lie to you? But he does -~ again, and again, and agaln...

Berging into the room when your enemles are plotting sivaiegy is a veyy posr
tactic, Evenycne will jmow what you're up to. In fact your allies wlll probatly
turn on you becavse theytve flnally discovered what a dummy you are. Going inin the
room nexi door by yourself isn*t so smart, elther, unless that room happens w0 W the
bathroom, You can spend an entire five minutes in thexe by yourself without
arousing suspiclorni. I once used this tactic when I had an army in Livonla., Huesia’s
Army Warsaw could elther hold or nove to Moscow (he had a fleet in StP), ((amb?))

He went into the confsrence room (really a badrcom) with his ally. I went into the
bathvoon, shut the door, and listened. A War-Mos, A Lvn-War, Plus cne for me, minus
one for ihe Russian. 1 mow make sure that when I enter the cenference room, it’s
not adjacent to the bathrcom.

Spite is often one of the best ways for a small power to show the big fellcus
that he®s not going to be pushed around. As Italy, I had all the necessary fixspower
to take Tyrolia -- armies in Trieste, Venlce and Plodmont. But Germany had wmits in
Bohemia -and Munich, and I needed Ammy Pledmont to support a move in Mar. So I took
the German player aside and kindly explained to him that if he moved to Tyrolla that
turn (At was a Spring move), the army would be blown away the Tollowing season.
Naturally, he moved to Tyrolia., When I asked him why, he said, "Because I wanitsd to.”
So much for reason and logle. True, he had lost & unlt, but he showed me that he
was going to make it difficult for me to move further north in spite of his lack of
numbers, ! :

I'm sure there are other events tha'c we all can relate about FIF play. Unfortumately,
you'll all have to wait untll next yeay®s amnniversaxy issue.

(('This article trings to mind one of my early face-to-face games, in which my
brother SHRIV was alsc a player. He and I were enemies. At one point in ths gams,
I tock my ally into the kitchen to negptiates Hearing a very faint hissing scund
coming from the desk, we opened the top drawer, and there waw a  tape recorder set
up! Naturally, instead of revealing that we knew about 1t, we simply fed it falsze
info... ‘

, Jeff, and you've earned three free issues of sub credit for a neat
article.))
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From Ig Lew (8/14/84): %ﬁ[ ‘ o | - 25

oh. 80 1 finally did mall all thoae letters, huh? 1 wondered where they wentes.
the "hey everyone thie is bruce here" paragraph cracked me up. did 1 really write
that? ((no, 1 d1d4.)) anyway, a few disciaimers (yes, my opinions do change): my
knowledge of foreign affairs and the doings of the nixon administration are far too
1imited to support an intelligent opigion. 1 was jmpress by the roughly 10% (moving
up) of nixon's foreign policy with which i am familiar. ny primary purpose ix
calling n's poiicy meritorious . 1is offending knse jerk liberals,

“hyperbolic" and “ellipses” ended up in the same paragraph quite by accideat, but
i1 was sure brux would notlce and would make some awful puns, so 1 beat you tc the
puach with circie and degenerate case, parabola was ioo tough, so i left it, hoping
you'd attempt & long shot and say something so corny that mine wouldn®t look so bad
in conpsarison.

though simpler than ycurs, i think my seen-poll-vote adjusting system is too
confusing. to use the medlan 1s so obvious 1 passed it by figuring someone else must
‘have already thought of it, but 1 can’t think of any problems with it.

1 guess welfare was a poor choice for my extortion-ain®i~so-bad demonata‘ation.
becauses yok are mdoubfzdly opposed to welfare too.

. have you notlced you're showing symptoms of michalasklism? bullshit in ihe front,
reader-svimitied xeroxes in the back, lots of letters with terse responses.., ((not
to mention folding the minute my zine hits triple digits.))

1 didn*t like mr, berch's ftmzine-looking headlines and stuff either; maybe we
can talk him out of it.

as 1 told paul, % used to be offended when ny w.':iting was accused of 'bei.ng .
"stream of consciousness”, -but now 1 counslder 1t a wall-meant lnaccuracy. i don’t
know what the word “art" means, but 1t sowmds %o me 1ike you'xe getting 2ll gnobered
up for no good reascrh.

your nerves seem odd to me, that a raw one could be rubbed by a semantlc matter.
what the tnc says does go, in the world of tns, so if she says some game of yours is
a deviant (un-:ceoe;ver) or yegular (tm-recelver), it isj even if you decide %o call
it r? instead. if you think what 1 say makes no senssa, you are correct. 1issues which
are essentlally semantic have a bad habit of disaolving undar the slightesi blt of
scrutiny,

mr. rogerson's requast thaet his readers don"t: vote for his zine 1s one of ths nust
sensible things i've haard in a long time., those of us who understand hls ressons
are highly amused at your brilliant objection that his zeen would finish low in tho
poll. ‘tbravo, bruxi

the term "bashing" has been the zagé in the amerlcan academic community fur quits
a while now (safire Gid a whols column cn it once) so 1 doubt berch mads it up.

1 never hear of Joan outslde of vd so i think she's too local for the awards --
not that 1'm golng to get exclted about who wins the award...

hobbytalk was ok, but you got too goobsry about your 99 zillicn favorite zeens,
and you scunded pretty horny. 4 don't think 2 bur s & ple-par is enhanced by a pair
of tits, what was that you sald about all conient and no form?

my opinoin of 1b is not quits so high since my final reresdiug before senimg them
away. partially because 1'm embarrassed by my own contributions maybe.

1'd expeot you .'to like texry t*s stuff more than you do. after all; you did claim
to llke the crap i sent to bb: same sort of stuff. _

i can®t imagine a blonds : ruth. 1 think o)1 ruths should have brown hair and be
very alplne looking.

' i skipped the axtleoles but the issue wee sU111l betiter than the 1as fow fat ones.
probanly due to the istter~writers. uhy is 1% that i 1ike g1l these young rishit-wligers?
‘only faz was missing. ,
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we've moved to a new iglews 1327 w 27th, #104, anchorage, ak 99503. that's why
we've been remiss in writing letters (or in your case, malling letters)., 1i've been
informed that there 1s a fat envelope from bruce linsey awaiting me at w 79th but i
haven't gone to get it yet. 1s that the super-mammoth issue you warnmed us about?
(no need to answer that.) i think 1 like the medium-sized ones best (1like olives,
vds come in sizes: small, medium, large, extra-large, glant, mammoth, super-mammoth).
i don't really care for the super-mammoth ones. 1 suppose i should x that out (but
you know 1 won't) because it can be figured that i must not like the materlal from
the dregs which tends to appea.r in the bigger issues, and they might be offended.
sorry, guys.

i should apologize for that paragraph. that's what 1 get for trying to compose
at the typer. some older but better thought out letters are enclosed, if i can
find them. ’

ps. tighe and meinel laugh at me because i'm a brux-toady. not a doomle, they
got that right away.

((well, good luck in your new iglew. gooberiness aside, your letters have been
one of the high points of vd for the past four years, even if i can never find a decent
thing to say in reply. and d 1 think that your writing style is stream-of-consclousness,
it's just that your thoughts wander so quickly that it's more e like a mountain waterfall
than a stream. bye!))

From Larry Peery (8/13/84);:

Hi: ((he never uses my name...grumble...grumble...))

This is the third time today I've tried to start a letter to you. If it isn't
one thing it's another.

I've been musing over what to write for your 100th issue/fifth anniversary. I
was trying to think of something both informative and entertaining. Diffieult in
these days of McCarthyism in Dlippy. What I've come up with should be timely so long
as you don't publish your 100th after the October Xeno goes out. Even so, you have
such a different readership than mine I don't think 1t would matter much. I thought
the east coast hobby might enjoy reading how we do things out here. I have enough
materials from the Olympics and PerriCon to fill the next issue without all the
regular junk. Perhaps...

I got #98. I almost get the feeling I'm watching some kind of hobby-wide soap
opera cum strip tease a la mass therapy session with EST overtones. I saw Rod
yesterday when we put DW together for the mail. He looked worse than I've ever seen
him look (and I've known him for 18 years). I wonder if all this fussing and feuding
is having the same effect elsewhere in the hobby. When I sit Back and look at the
mall I'm getting on all this it makes me 111. It would be easy for me to sit back
and simply pick out my friends and support them, or just join the fray against my own
critics, or sit back and wish a pox on the houses of all the protagonists, or dbury
my head in the sand and hope it will all blow over. The mind boggles at the possibilities
for raising hell.

Bah...

I will not voice an opinion on any of this personal stuff or most of the feuding
nonsense pertaining to games involving GMs, players, BNC, etc. I don't know the
facts and I refuse to Judge these issues on personalities.

I'm going to save all the RIGEL stuff for when I make my next visit to the Golden
Door. Ask Woody what the Golden Door is. ‘

Regarding your comments on Rod's comments on the RWA. I think there was enough
time allowed for nominations and voting but there may not have been enough pre-voting
publicity. A Few pubbers treated the RWA as a Jjoke and didn't take it seriously. Too
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bad. I irled to accomodate the key pubbers who I thought would print the ballct/info
(D¥, VD, EE, etc.) but no matter how you schedule it somebody will always screw your
schedule up with their own delay. I don't nesd to specifically mentlon anyone, do I?
Thoxe was plenty of time for votes to come in, Every election sees 90% of the votes
come in during the first 1/4~1/3 of the given time perilod, and the rest trickle in 28
close to the deadline as possitle. And there are always 1-2% that come in after the
deadline, ALWAYS!{! No, you don’t need months for voting in thess things; sspsclally
once people ars famlliar with the system. The biggest problem isu’i the voters, it‘s
the commlititees 214 thelr members.. I would gusss in the first two ysars of the DMMA
and ths firet year of the RWA at least B5% of my work and expense was caused by the
members of the two commiitess {or thiee committees) iuvolved. That’s not necessarily
bad. It is a fact.

Overall, T am fairly pleased. I would like to have an indepndent, hobby-wide
distrivutlon of ballots ard coples of the articles nominated for next year®s RWA
but scmething like that ls going to cost a lot of money. That would solve your secund
objection. But I'm nct sure having averyone read everything would changs the reasults
much. If peopie would not regaxd the results of the Polls as Holy Write and look at
them mexely a=z pletuves of a given situatlion at a given moment as seen from a glven
point/perspective we would be better off.

Tell me, sluce you know him, 1s Sacks for real?

Betcha Duck Williams didn’t mention his new award, the Don Williams Crylng Towel,
did he? Probably not, I didun’t tell him about it wmtil after PIV.

Send me a foto of Pack and I1°ll tell you what *"we'd" think. I'm an excelient
Judge of horse flesh, lasagna, and masculine pulchrituds.

‘auff of this, I should Te working on the PIV writeup but since it just ended, sort
of. .. lmagine if you gave a DippyCon and 157,030 people showed up? Read ohc..

{{And yowr excellent writeup of PerriCon IV and the Olympics appears elsewhers in
this lsauwe, thanks.

Re the Rod Walker Awards I think you®ll find that rumning this project, and ths
Don Miller Award as wsll, will become smoother and more enjoyable as you get moxe and
more used to 1t and the bugs are ironsd out. I like the idea of publishing all the
articles nominated in one place for everyone to see, but what are you going to do
about people like Tallman who  Insist that their work is copyrighted and may not
be reprinted? Exclude thelr stuff from the list of potential nominees?

Sacks 12 for reul. He must be., He Jjust told me that I°ve been kicked out of some
organization I didn't even know I was in anyway.))

From Mark Luedl (8/10/34}s

Deaxr Bruce, ;

Again, VD is sabotaging TMoBR. If this persisis, I may sue. Come on Bruce,
can’t you delay yowr schedule a week? Ah; come on, pretiy please? Good issue though
((#98)), the frosting®s kind of bitter, but otherwise, well-spiced throughout.
Rerunning the “Ed Wxobel's Favorite Zine" Poll would seem like an appropriate thing
to do in 1light of all the controversy surrounding it. Ox, how about an "Ed Wrobel‘’s
Favorite Vegetable™ Foll? Wali, I may want that one for THoBR.

So now not only am I supposed to write something for the anniversary issue, you
vant me to write a Dummle of the Year essay too? And I should write an article "How I
almost met Joan Extrom, Samantha and Deadwood (that 18 his name, isn®t 1t?) Coxrbin.*”
25 fricking miles (let’s make that 30, shall we? Sounds sc much igff baddex), Joan!

Enough ass-kissing for one evening.

((1'a dle if I came that closs to mesting Joan and then didn’t, Too bad for you

—

(g._g_g ber!). But at least YD won't be sabotaging your schedule any more. Keep the
good issues of Thirty Miles of Bad Read coming!))
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From Don Del Grande {B8/13/84)s

BRIX

I*ve alerted my local Post Office to get cut the heavy equipment so ihey can
deliver issue 100 with only thelr usual delay. (The trouble with large iesuss is that
I always get thom via nth-class mail.)

The $5 per NMR deposit in Feuilletonisi’s Forum 2sn®t that strange when rou
consider my first set of houserules -- if you wanted to get phone ordexrs in,; ihers
wad a 55 (that’s right ~- and no collect calls, either, so this was in addition ‘o
what the caller paid the phone company) surcharge, and each time the plever paszed ¢
deadline in debt, there was an additional $i tacked on, in zddition to an automatic
N¥E {note thal the “first" NMR brought a $1 fine). As& you can see, I never did like
taking calls. I never éid use those rules, though, although the new His mBay thei nu
calls axe accepted, mainly because players always complain that I get *he srders wrong,
and taping the calls didn*t woxk too well.

0f course the East Coast Cllgue wante to keep Diplon ~- they pretably Jeel ithat,
as the "true masters of DNiplomacy”, any DipCon they can®t attend sbouldn’t be ¢alled
Dipfon, since it should te attended by the Dippy true-blues ({oops ~~ that wae supposed
to read "itriue Dippy bive~Yloods?)) (not by the peasants of the Southmest and West),
which, o7 course, all live in the East. (Is this teginning o sownd 1iks one of “hwse
"Gxwat Blg Unlted States of America"™ things you read In 2 ceriain over-20-year-zine?)
I don*t vndexrstand why the name “DipCon™ is such a big thing -- MaryCon wes the big
east coast con, even though 1t wasn't a DUipfon, althouvgh wheever wing the east coast
con, whersver it Ls, ds always consideved the newest "true Dinpy master®. When
2ipCon returns to the east in 1986, I predict a big turnout at the eociety meeting
which %ill result in somethipg llke proxy voting or a redrawing of the reglcns so that
the ECT wlll have a sironghcid on the con's futwre. I'm surprised that therz isn'i
a rule like "any bids for locations more than 750 (by alr) from New York ard Washirgiten
nust be approved by & 2/3 majoriiy of all ECC publishers.®

I do agree that ithe maln problem was not that the ECCers “took thelr marbles home
and stayed away", but that the distance was Just too great. My flight from Few Yors
to San Franclsco went through Dallas -- the total flight was about $200, so0 I
wouldn®t think the NY-Dallas leg would have been very expsnsive. The low cost was
probably as a result of flying Braniff, whose routss tend io centex at Dallas) a
flight from San Francisco to Houston coete $200 each way.

Melinda Holley 1s right -« the Sovlets ave hiding somethling by boyeoiting...maluly
the fact that the USA beat both the USSK and the GDR {also known as Bast Corrany) in
gold and total metals at the IAAF (Track and Field) Champlonshipe in Yelsink:. i nlso
balleve 1t°ll be a no~show for ths USSR at Seoudl in 1988, unless the People’s
Republic of Korea - {North Koreas, that 1s) manages to invade, in which caece the
USA won®t show up, I stilll say that the Olympics should have 1ts events iwld in
different locations at the same time ~- e.g, track in Moscow, swimming ir ¥on'xeal,
basketball in Los Angeles,

I heard that +the Olymplc Street Signs are being sold by secret blds, beginning at
+40 (some signs are bringing more than $1000). Don't be surprised if a significant
nunbexr of these things happen to "dlsappear" before they’re taken doun, s=lthough no
ens will mention this so that *he prices remain high,

I 4ié mention Viectory in the Papific ~- as well as Remagen and GEV -- tilee,
didan*t 17 ‘ o '

I notlced something in Rod Walkex's letters "I would say that Af a game staris
out regular and becomes a varlant (this has never happened), the BN would be withdrawn
and a MN assigned...” Actually, this HAS happened, and I should know becauss T was
the GM. It wasn't a question of “bad GMing® -~ it was “lack of standoys”.) 168148
began as a regular game -~ but Brad Wilson NMRed in Spring 1901, immediaiely after
which Born to Dip folded (we had a trade going) and he didn’'!: resub {not that he ever
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entared moves anyway...he still doesn’t remember entering the game, probably because
of the long twesk caused by the Canadian postal strike preventing Dave Carter from
getting/sending orders). As a result, a regular game became a 6-pleyer madman ~-
a definite variant -- yet Don Ditter, BNC at theizi:e;ididn’t sutmit it {as far as I
know) to the MNC, although it was .- declared gular.

1)‘$a:k to the 61ymp1cs for a moment...the British have besen complaining about the
TV coverage -- when Daley Thompson won the decathlon, his shirt sald something 1llke
“Thanks America for z Great Games and a Great Time'jon the back it sald "But What
About the TV Coverage?" -- yet it wae the "all-angles" coverage of tha track events
that enahled people to see that 2Z0la Budd dldn't Just step in front of Mary Decker in
the 3000, as the front view made 1t appear. It looked like Decker was in a no-win
situation -- either take a fall or push Budd and get headlines like "Decker shoves
zola"o ‘

Laet, but definitely not least, about your comments on the 1383AY game in MM,..
Af Kathy feels that having Ron assign a standby even though he's in the game is irregular,
then what about 1980IB, better known as "Maniacal", which ran in Retaliatlon, whexe
the M asked Dick Martin to assign a standby even though Dick was in the game? (Dick
was Germany -~ the standby wae for Austria.g _ When .the game began, Lee Kendter was the
BNC; when it ended (with Kathy winning as Italy), Don Ditter was BNC, although nobody
declared that game irregular. The situation may be elightly different from 83AY,
but the precedent seems clear. ' '

-PS., Thought I forgot something, didn't you? If you‘'re looking for tire 500 games,
they're l.oca.‘bed)on Microdot as one of the periods (or perhaps one of the dots over an
*1" or In 8 "?)oes - . ) ’ .

((y_g_ wWay you'xe golng to slip anothexr 1llst of 500 games by me ever agaln; olf
buddy! I found the dot in question and edited it right out of your letter!

I hadn®t heard about the Maniacal situation before this, I do know that the very
firet game Dick ran in Retallation included his brothexr Dave, who lived with Dick at
the time. I'm pretty sure that game was not declared irregular, elther.

Your discusslon of the regular game that turned into a Madman variant is very
interesting,. I would think that, as Rod suggests, the Boardman Number should dbe
withdrawn and a Milier Number assigned, However, I personally would go searching for
a standby rather than turning the gams into a Madman. '

Your discussion about the East Coast Clique wanting to keep DipCon 1is right on.
I-m thinking specifically of the way a numbexr of prominent East Coast hobbylsts
banded together in Detroit in 1983, and nearly managed to defeat the Dallas bid for
DipCon. And this desplte tha fact that the East was not one of the regions eligible
to hold the event this yeexr. A sizable chunk of hobbylsts from this part of the
comntry Just wanted it for themselves anyway. I wouldn*t be surprised to see more
amendments proposed whose ultimate goal 1s to keep the con in the REast, and I will
oppose any such proposals. - . -

Sheesh. You charged players $5 to phone in a set of orders, with automatic NMRs
vhen a player passed a deadline in debt? Sounds awfully strict. Sounds awfully
sadistic. Sounds awfully...wondexrfull)) '

From Tom Swider;

BRUX,
- Re ECCs I should state that the efforts to make DipCon an East Coast phenominon
are mainly Fred Davis' and Julle Martin's doings. Being an ECCer, I don't like having

broad, sweeplng statements about anything! Am I selfish? Flease refer to specific
people instead. , :

((Fred Davis covers your statement regarding his motives elsewhere. And my
troad, sweeping statement referred to the above-mentloned East Coast hobbyists who
stuck together in Detroit.))} ’ S
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From Holson Hointeman (8/16/84):

Dear Bruces *

First of 211, Happy Birthday! Eepecially since we shaxe Jjoint birthdays...i've been
deadwood for a while, I yeallze: no press, no letisrs, not at all sure whether o
will have the time or snergy to do an article on friendship and Diplomacy play which
I discussed with you one tlme. But, I'm in the mood now to write a short note. Most
of the reason for ny rela,tive inactivity involves thinge happening in ay psrsonal life.
I rather suspect that one’s degree of participatlion in the hobby is direstly proportional
toc what is happening in one’s privats affagirs; i.e. the more Anvolved 1n personal
netters, the less in the hobby. I zather think a fu1filliny and challenging personal
1ife sorves to keep the hobby in perapectlve.

In any eventi, thanks for Smyth's stalemats llnes. I think one of Berch's h%gﬂ
also had an extenslive review of such., HMaybe one day 1%t will come iIn handy; that is,

Af I ocan vemembsr to veto unwanied Y-way draws whon I°m supposed to...

I noticed your ‘ongue-iu-cheek slams on Buffalo a few issues ago (Iscking i‘or a
rise out of me, ek?). Well, %00 bad, but I don’t reslly react to things 1like' that
any more == a%t least not much. Home is where the heart is, etc, If a jerson is
reasonally happy and zatisfied with hiM/‘xertsea £, bas loved ones and friende,
fuilfiliing activities, eirc., 111, locztlon doesn't maks that nuch diffsrence.
Buffalo is beltter than some pilaces; not as good as oihers, I suppose. I may not reside
heze forever (although I am a native Wostexn New Yorkexr), but it sults me for now.

When and if the time comes to mowe on in my life, then matters will changa from that
polgt. Ome correction, though: although Buffalo is definitely a MNue-collar towm,

the steel nill stereotype 1ls pretiy much outdaited. Hany of the plants nave shut down
permanently and only in Lackawanns and south Buffalo do factories fom pait of tie
gkyline ~- metzl ghosis looming laxge over memory lans. The future of this arsz sesns
to 1lie in the high tech flelds, wereasingly, such modern and advanced companies ave
entering Buffale and, more especially, its swurrounding suburbs., However, Rochester
remaine way ahead of us on that score, Also, by the way, don’t foxget that only 20
minuies away is Nlagara Falle, still one of the greatest natural wonders to experisence,
Not with crowds, though, on a hot summer day; although sseing the cascading waters
tuntling down with that beautiful ralnbow arched acxouss the chasm ie indeed a wonderful
sight. The winter falls can also bs unigquely beautliful, though, Strolling to the
water’s edge on a mild winter dey, with clean, fresh anuy and clear, glistening lclcles
sparkling all around you, psering lnto the goxrge and watching thse immense watsxfall
tumbling onto the huge, mountainous ice Jam that has foxmed at its fooi, can bel just
as rewarding an experience as the summer sight. Or, yet another face of the fzlls,

go there during the wee houwrs of a morning, when all is dark and deserted and night
cloaks one’s eyes. With Jjust your ears, thmn, lisfen 1o the dull roar ¢f tmmdering
vaters and begin tc feel, to sense the power and antiquiiy of elemental natuve.!

Only once hefoxrs, heck in ths sixtles, when I and a few compnaions were roaming' the
land, have I felt somathing similar. It was ai Shiprock, New Mexico, on the Navajo
zeservation wherein is locatsd a sacred butie. Walking out into the desert tawarde that
ancient rock formation, thexe was not a sound to be heard...no cars, no birds, no
insects, nothing! Rever before had I heard the sound of silence so loudly. Well, in
a different way, Nlagara Falls when approached gn iis own texms away from all the
hoopla, cen amuse the primal senses as well, if ons is willing to bte meeptive,, And,
as I Baj-dg it is Only 20 mmutqs awaYioa

Which reminds me, Bruce old boy, what the hell you got against crickets? ‘me
Chinese keap them for pets (so 1 hear) as good luck; as a boy, along with the |
provexrbial ant famm, I myself used to keep crickets in a jar. lLoved %o go to sleasp
listening to the lullaby of their cheerful chirping. Unfortunately, they always used
to dle, but that wes before I learned to punch alr holeg in the 1id top... !

' What elss? Steve Knight was in the area and visited me for a few hours Sunday
avening. A very personable young men, I thought, with ~an excellent head on hls
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shoulders. Well, I hope to see you at BERUXCON this December, if you still are having
it} I may also make it to Swider‘s in October and hopefully, the Kieiman/Luedi bash
the sams month., Have to see, though, since I don®t travel as much or as well as I
used to in my more carelsss and veckless younger days...

((Well, oil up thoss old joints and I'm sure the body will make at least a
feeble attempt, hey? And yes, BRUXCON 1isetill on.

You’ve almost =20ld me on coming cut to Buffalo to see Niagara Falls one of these
winters. The only thing I questlon about your description 1s the uee of the phrase
"a mild winter day" regarding Buffalo. Is there really such a beatle?

Thanks for the "Happy Birthday". It was a very happy one thanks to mny frisnds at
work and in the hobby, and mny family.

Your description of ths New Mexlco desert brings back terrific memories from my
1976 sojourn out West with two of my buddies. One of these years I'm going to head
back ouib there and sse it all againg the desert; the canyons, the mountains and
glacisrs, T dldn't get to Shiprock or northern New Mexico at all for that matter,
but there®s a lot of nice country out there.

I°m looking forward to meeting you this wiater.))

From Jim Burgess (8/10/84):

Dear Bruce,

Thank you very much for your phone cgil. I really appreclate it. Thank you in
advance for your copy of the next VD. ((Jim xeceived pp. 1-8 of VD #98.))

I have let your comments over the phone sink in and have a couple of thoughts. 1
perscnally don®t think people who overreact, blow up childikhly, ete., are fit to
be officers in owr armed forces., I semi-sscretly (withoui yet seeing your whole
printed story) applaud your actions. I'm not exactly clear on your letter quotes
from scurces that you read over the phone, but my objection ie to the lack of an
unblased, psychologically tralned consultant. You were the object of a death threat
(another consideration that I may bave the facts confused about are the circumstances
of the threat, Did he threaten you wlth bodily harm 1f you Jeopardized his career?
Then it‘s a little like saying to someone: step over this line and you‘rs dead., If
he steps over the line, who 1s at fault? In my opinion probatly both, but we must
investigate the reasons for “"crossing the line”, end of interlude) and that makes
you bissed. As I sald over the phone your main consideration should be your safety
(ergos my comments over calling the police). I still think the whole affalr was
very sad, treaking down good friendships (maybe not so goode...). You obviously agonized
over your decision greatly and consulted other people. I would say that your only
falling was in not consulting . - - an unblased psychological profsessional
first (much betier than going to the police). I think that their advice wouid have
been very bhelpful. After all, you had letter written by Bill even thought the observer
would probably not bs able ito speak with Bill directly. I'm not sure what the result
of that would have been (1t's like going to an ombudsman) but it would place you on
much firmer ground.

In sum, I suspect you would have taken my suggestion if you had thought of 1it,
but the affalr i1s over and I think we should estshlish lessons, noct blame and so on.
Knowing the hobby, that’s not what will happen. I’m sorry I couldn’t (didn't) offer
my help before. I aam always profoundly saddened by these affairs. I wish I had
emphasized that part further. See my letter column in KSWG for more on thls, I1I°il
drop you a copy in a few days. Good luck and don't be afraid to admit fallibility.
My advice would be to stand behind what you 41d and sadly regret that you hadn®t thouvght
to consult a “psycholombudperson”. Take 1t or leave it.

((My main regret is that thers's nc room left on this ditio master, No, seriously,



)

37,

I deeply vegret the whole siituation as much as {or more than) you dv. IL'n

sorry that BAll saw fit to threatsn pecple's 1iwves, I'm sorry that I had to taks
action regarding those threats, and I°m soxrwy that certaln of my hobby snemies feel
that this matter needed to ts discussed in the hobby press.

I’'m afrzid that I pretty much don't sgyes wlth your suggestlon that 1 ahenld
have hilased z payechologlcally trained consultant to anslyse Biil‘a letters flrasi. Where
would that have gotten me? I°d be spending $50 an hour of my own noney for an
opinion regarding BAil's mental state rendsred, by eomeone who =n) dldu't know B,
and b} had no authority to act io restraln him enyway. And, the vproblem with 3i1l
himsslf would have yemalinsd. S0 I would have accomplishsd 1ittla. Flease don’t
thin* that I regexd nyself as infaliible. I just feel that I acted in the best
possible manuer under these partleuwlar clreumaiances.

I agree with you that we should get un with ths hobby, rather than esiabllai blame
aud &0 forih. The incldent is over. 14’z too bad it happeaned. Now it should &
considered over., ‘ihanks for writing.))

From Maxk Bercu (8/20/84):

dear Brace,

I want 0 make Bome commente op Jokn Pack’s remarke azbout leasblans and gaye.

John says ithat™o other animal on the face cf the earth has this prefsrence -slectlon
difficulty®. It’s hard to know what znimals find difficult, but homesexual aoti ity
has bean obsexved in & wide varlety of animails, and normally takes ihe form of males
attempiing to mount males. Examples include stickleback fish, vana ligaxds,
roosters, cows, dogs, cats, horsas, rabblits and llons,

John alse says that homosexuslity breaks up the famlly unit acd exndss social
structures. This is probably true, to some degree. After all;, when 17-year-old
Johnny says that he is tired of dating girls, dossn®t ilke them, and pisns to lake
his boyfrisnd to the next school prom; or when Hom decldes that the cnly ssxual
satisfaction that she has ever gotten is from ancther woman, and 8o shw’s not golng o
bed with her husband any move; this puts tremendous sixvess on the famiiy. The
graater accaptance of homosexuslity =  makes 1t much sasler for Johany and Koz to do
this. In an earlisr age, they would be much moxs Inclined to pretend tc 2 hatero-
sexual, or even to deny 1t tn themselves, Nowadays, 1f they feel completely dig-
saticfied with a hoterosexual llfestyle, the aliemmative has escme nimlaum level of
respectability, and visiblliity which helps as well.

The smame ia trus for soclal structures. Teke for example, the equation familiy =
merriags, or more precisely, famlly requires marriage. The increasing zcceptance of
premarital sex and homosexuslity has greatly increased the number of sizhie "householda"
which are bassd on elther an unmarried heterossxusl relationship, or a homsserual
relationship, This breaks down the connaction bewhaen the two, aud thus lesssus the
importance of marriage.

However, one must say to thsse two pointa:s 80 what? Husane sre alsy the ooly
animals to have a preference selection dlfficultiy when it comss to cholce of reiiglon
or choice of a dipzine to play in too ({so that’s why some people keep saylug that VD
is for the birds!)), yet we would not use that a8 a eriterion for condemning var&ety
in religlon or dipezine. As for the latiler, if you asked soclologists what in the 20th
century 18 most responsibla for the bresking up of the famlly uniti, they would
probably respond "the car”. The car allows both the parent and the teenagexr an
encrmous amount of autonomy, and thus lessens the control over his or her from olher
fanily members. It makes it far easier to get out of the neighborhood and thus reduces
the power of neighborhood soclal structures, ste.

John says, “No ons 1s boxn with a sexual prefarence toward his/her own 2ex.” But
no one really kaows why some people become homosexuals and so 1t's impossible tc make
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such a flat negative. In fact, recent research tends to show that there may well be
several mechanisms involved, several different paths. Thexe 1s moxsover increasing
evidence that many pcople are in fact born with 2 genetic predisposition toward
bomosexuality. This parallels recent research that 1s making a stronger and stronger
case that there is a genetic predisposition toward alcoholism., This doesn't guite
mean that a person is btorm an alecholic or a homossexual, but that these people are
biolegically different.

This isn’t to say that there are no soclal factors. Of course there., Some
governmenis -- a good example would be Cuba -- are very oppressive toward homosexuals,
but there's ne wuy of knowing whether this reduces the incidence of homosexuality,
or just their visibility (one must wonder about a soclety whose approach is to throw
homosexuals in Jall, a well-known "breeding ground” for homosexual activity). On the
other hand, some socletiss provide, in effect, a soclal "aiche™ for homosexuals. A
good examnle of that ls in urban homesteading, especlally where 1t involves moving
into a very blighted neighborhcod. This is a good setup for gays {homosexusl nales)
and sope hleoks in DC alums have featured exactly that. Thexe are sevaral rseasons
for this. One of the factors which makes it very hard for families to move into such
areas is that the schools tend to be either very poor, or non-existant {because of low
population density, there's not emough kids to suppori a school right in the area).
But gay families rarely have children, so this iremendous obsiacle doesn't exist.
These arcas are often viswed as too unsafe by women, but again, with two males, that's
not a protlem. These houses ofien require major amounts of "sweat sgquity" -- major
firups, snd males tend to bs much more interested in that -- and a gay family will
provide two of them. Once a few such familles move in, others follow, as they are
lesa 1ikely to face hostil nelighbors. By providing such opportunitles, a soclety
(quite unwittingly, of course)} facilitates a homosexual 1ifestyle and community.

Finally, I want to respond bhriefly to his “A bellef in the Christian God oxr the
Jewish God prohiblts personal toleration of homosexuality". I would not dream of
commenting on thes fommer, but as for the latter (Jews), John simply doesn‘t know what
he 3a talking about. He is probably unaware that ssveral Amerlcan cltles have Jewlsh
synagogues oriented toward gays and lesbians, where most of the congregants are
homosexual. Thelstlc Jews are Just not as rigid and intolerant es John thinks, and I
suspect that he is largely unaware of much of what has occurred in the last, say,

150 years of Jewish thinking. I know you‘re not interested, Bruce, in biblieal
citations, etc., nor am I, but I'd challenge Jolm to find any mention of lesblanism
in the 014 Testament.

In a sense, Brad 1s right when he says of you "if Mark Berch were pubblng Hol,
you'd never have said anything about elitimm." If I were putting out Hol, ths whole
notion of elltism would never have come up in the first place.

I was a bii swrprised to see Kelley's "...half a dozen loudmouths jusi aren’t golng
to do more than provide (me with) a 1itile amusement.” What a cbange from the last
few issues of The Beholder! People do grow.

((I presume you're referring to the last few issues of the zine, not the more
recent subzine of the same name. In the last few issues of the sine The Beholder,
several years ago now, John took a lot of heat and xsacted poorly. He has alnce
grown and hopes someday to revive the zine - and I°m looklng forward to being part
of 1t when he does, i : °

Re your elitism comments: Right on! I Jjust can®i picture you making the
artificlal restrictions Dick Martin set up for House of Loxds.

Well, I’ve certainly had a veritable mountain of reply to John Packs’ dlatribe
against gays., I tend to take a dim view of people who attempt to dictate what
other people’s preferences and lifestyles should be like. The Blble is only a
handy excuse for such peopls. Of course I make an exception when it comes to people
who choose to hurt other people or animals through their lifestyle, but prejudice
against gays is just plain ignorant hatred. Your essay on the matier from a soclal
standpoint was quite informative to me.))
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From Fred Davie (8/14/84, excexpis)s

Dear Bruce:

I am glad {0 see your side of the stoxy or the Highfleld Affalx. 1 was very
upset at the story being told by Sacks and one or tuwo othaxs at the Atlancdlon nretlagse.
I will now tell you that anoiher party present ai the meeting (and I hovestly dv nol
know who be was, as Ailantifon dld poi furnish badges with namss on thew ) staied "This
iz not the first time that Linsey has alleged recelving death threais." The lmrilcation
w28 that you wore owe of those people whe saw ghosis umdet the bed, and wexe
exagrerating ths whole business... .

Publishing this letier was the only thing you could ds %o cowmtzracth ithe abiiges
hy Sacks and Caruso. (I baven'i sssn Tallmsrfe charges.) Hwven I wad gquiis dietirbed
at the thought that somecre in the hobby had contacted Hlghfleld's Comwanding O 'icer.
Mow <thait I've seen the “smoking gun®, I guite agvee with you, that you veaily had
r- cholce, othsr than dropping cut of the posiald hobby. I hope you've oent extx:
copies to other publishers, aspesinlly to those Rast Coast rssidents wiw bheard Sacke’
inflarmatory chsxgzs at AtlantiCon.

I tad thoughl that Highfield’'s sttitude was only due to the fact that his fatiex
is self-employed, as many smail bualuesamen, espscially il they've sver been Isid up
or robbed, heve similar far right wing attitudes, HNow, I see thai there’n mors is it
thar that. This was not Just youlhful eunthusiszsm, or g kid copving his father's
spail-tomn small bualnessaan®s Republicaniam. The kid is slck.

Hes Diplon. Appreciated Schiliing's report. Howsver, while it is new 2 dead
lesus, T do not see the zttenpl to xeduce the nwmber of Diplon xeglone from four 10
thrae as an attempt to corner the mexket on Diplons. Untll 1983, there wre vary
few Postal DMp playsre in the centyal wreglon (Regien IT1). Any “gerrysandexing® of
the regicns was the regione as set up in the orlgival charier, as amended in Chester,
PA in 1979, In 1979, the charitsr provided for three viable yeglons, and ore that
haprdly had any mombership, and not a chance of getiing a Diplon anywhere, with the
possliie exceptimn of St. Louls, on its pexdpbery. I nusti sadult thet 1 weat along
wlith that, and helped get the chorter amended in 1979 ints its cwrrent Zirmat. in 1982,
Merk Berch and I reallssd, after seeing the census figures, that *here was ne life in
Reglon III, and tried to morge 1% with adjacent reglons. At n0o $ims was there zny
attempt to lnterfere with the oxdexly rotatlion of the Dipfons. I’'ve always been a
strong advocats of rotation. Bul, I'vs favored rotation among the places where the
postal hobby psople livs, namelys The RBosWash corridor, ths Chicago-lotiolit-
Milwaukee trdangle, and Callfornla. I did not favor senddng Diplon to place whers
we had few paridcipents, as I°ve alwaya thought of Diplon as a place whers the posial
people would get togethar. -

What has saved the sltuation ls the unexpected riee of a wargemlag group ox
groups in Texas. If you check, you may find that many of these people have
Ammigrated frem the Midwest. You've heard the joke that every fourth persos in
Michigan has moved to Texas slince 1974, looking for a new jub, That’s no%* really a
Joke -~ 1t's almost txue. Now. thexe is a viable group in Reglom ITI, s Dipton can
be held in that reglon every Zowrth year. So. I'11 consider the isswe closed. BHut,
this #as pure luok ~- 1t was not something thai was foressen, eves sa racuntiy as 1752,

Incidentally, I never thougiht of the propessl ito switch frem foux regions o
three as something that would be 4o the advantage of only ihs “Hasy oast Cligue™, It
vould have taen Just as advantogecus to people living in the Midwest and Califoraia.

I'm vexy glad to see the charter amended to permit DipCon to bz Leld by itself
(this was passed in Detrolt ia 1983). I think we'll do beiter slome. He'll cextalniy
do better away from the unfeeling ministrations of the Origine people! I had trisd o
got this changed back in 1979, but at that tims ncat of the people present proferved
to have Diplon connectsd with & wargaming con. low, thsly thinking has comsz srownd 0
the idsa of either being separate (1like MaryCon) or having @ relatiomship with &
sma)) cen (1i%e the 1985 Diplon in Ssattle). I hope psople will zpruad the word of
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l;:w pleasant it was at MaryCon, where we were not interrupted by thousands of D & D
ayers,

How do you feel about the idea of allowing abeentse voting on the issus of the
DipCon site selection? I feel that chargin $2 for an absentes taliot would eliminate
casual voters. Everyone who pald the $2 would be accepted as an “associate member”,
in the same way that Sclence Fiction cons handle the matier. They®d all receive a
souvenlr booklet, similar to the one that Berch put out in 1982.

I don't ses why such an laportant matier as DipCon site selection shouid e left
to the casual hands of the people wiwx happen to show up at the meeting. This
is especially wnfalr when the can is held in a location 1like Dallze or Seattle, far
from cur “centers of graviiy". I may @o to Seattle nex?) ysar to try te push this
suggesilon, if thare’s any chance of it being passed. FNowsver, I°1l be in Burcps
t311 July 20th, a0 I could only go if the con is hsld sometilme after that date.

({(I'm not o0 sure I like the idem of proxy voters on the subject of selecting a
DipCon site. In theoxy it sounds reasonabie. In practice it could well turn out to
be just another device to capture DipCon for the East Coast each year. Let’s be
realistlc, There have been two attempts in recent years by the East Coast Cligue to
fix the Ruestone Poll results. (I'm referring to the succesetul attempt to put
“DipiMaetexr” on top of ths poll in 1982, and the thwarted attempt to do the same for
"Stabber's Journal" thls year. The sad fact is that there 18 a group of East Coast
hobbyists who have proven themselves capable of banding together and undexmining the
legitimacy of hobby ballots. I very much doubt that the $2.00 charge per ballot
would deter them. If thls amendment, wbich I'm sure is well-inentioned on your part,
Fred, ever became z 100l in the hands of thess people, California and the Midwest
could kiss DipCon goodbye forevex.

On the other hand, ¥ like the now-effective provislon for sllowing DipCon to be
held other than in conjumction with a major con. HMaryCon would be a good site. My
only negative though on this matter, and it's a =minor one, would be that we must be
very careful to select a slte that will be adequate. 43 callous as some of the Origins
directors were, at least ws were assured of reasonable facilitles, etc, We Jjust have
to watch sur atep a bit more carefully when c¢hoosing a “small con" or “no con® sits
to host DLpCOn.

I'm glad that the four-region rotational system is stlll firmly in place. I'vs
always feli this was falr -- even without a huge number of postal players in Reglon
III. Thexe may not be many, but there are enough people there to deserve thelir chance
at hosting DipCon too. The rights of the majority cannot eclipse those of the
ninority. Now, maybe I°'d start wondering if DipCon were to be located in Bismarck,
North Dakota, 8.8., but Dallas didr®t seem so horrible to me,

A8 this is being typed, there's an outside (very outside) chance that I’ll make
Seattle next summer, Hope to see you thexe, 1f I ao.))

From Bob Sacks (8/10/84) s

Deaxr BRUX, ‘

Effective immasdiately, MFW&SFA Inc. and its New York Game Board will not accepi
donations for your Novice Packet, and you may not accept donations on ocur bshalf for
your project. {To date we have not received any donations for you, and you have not
reported to us that you have recelved any donations, so this change «f status would
sesn tc have mo effect.) You are of course free to accept donations on your own, but
you may not represent yourself ae act.’mg on behalf or as part of MFW&SF# or the New

York Game Board. | BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Bobby Sacks

((¥here would we be withoul New Yorkers?))
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From Fol 51 Fie #12%... 3 4
dome Negotlation Techniques: Free Admissions
1y Randolypl: Smyih

It's generally ttus that a player might be able to 1ie {:axuvinq?s,agly enm:@;:? m‘ fool
a Uie dstector, whiln fuiling miseraltly to come ACIOBH in gmst" Liplomacy. “ Reod
world" techuiiues are not always applicable to Diplemacys (1) the average Jod A8 weze
adspt at 1itile while liee in spoken conversatlen. Fowever; whe g‘mftmn_ record of =
148 is harder to alk arownd than ihe memozy of a epoken cng, (2] Nommel people ast
you ars teliing the wruth unless specific susplelons arise thatl You'2e noog RALy L.Di;:.y .
players ssguwe ths opposiie. (3} The volume of corrssponignce of {an demands t,«:u."‘ o
flobtions be mainiaived ovar some time. Playsrs that weavs targled webs aser tha
agility <€ a spidsx.

Neveit, "
tc Ween tuack of. in surs of beilevablllity io test obizined by dmssiz?.g the Lir whth
s0 mueh oiher gartege that 1t's uadetectable. The technlgue of “free gmngaemmry}
agmissions” s 2 ugeful cnme for 1lulling suspicilons, in Dinlomansy and el sewnree.

Az eplecde Trom Tom Sawyexr iliustrates the manewvai. Ton anoe confeagsd tc o
vorime® ne dvin’t eomeit to 8ave his girl Becity frow a thrashing. Maxk Twalp dowan’
describe the resuii lo painful detaidl but cne wets the impression thai Tom dlén*t
slt down for a veek. 'The teacher had no xeascn to doubt the ftyuth of Tom's mtuii:cga
confession and pursued the matier ne further, though he was on the verge of distovexing
whe truth, :

Any hidden-motive sliuation can be simiiarly exphoited. ‘iake your luups in small
doszs, deserved or not, psrticularly if your adelisslons could never hnve bsen provea
against you! The rest of your laotier 1s transformsd to the gospel fer the daged
raciplient,

For ipatence, what's your opinion of the followlneg letter irom Austris to England
(entirely nypoihetical, of course) in the negotiation period xick to Spring 1901:

"I will stiask Russia with <he help of Turkey. Tf wou help us, Scandlinavia and
StP ame yours. At the moment, I am aleo frisndly with Italy and Geimany. Pieose
desoribs the alllonces ip your srea.”

Much toou telearapnlc, of course, bui a surprizing number of players “negoiiunts” 1
just this way. Thers are ssveral items of information, though -~ are they hellevahle”
it's safe % iafexr that . Austris would welcome an English gitack on Ruesia, but 1istic
elae ip certaln, including the rsason for the Ausirian desizes. The basic outlisze lon’
bed, zaally: giving loformation in  the first assnience, offering alllance and rewards
in the second, euggasting s position of diplomatic strength in the third, and looking
for further contact at the end. But none of ire dzta stands as beling trustworthy
without enrfivmstion Trom the otier players; and if ihey contradlct it, this forpet
will probtably look suspleious. Jompare with this: '

*Ei, I'm afrald I%ve got myself in a bit of an embtarrassing Jame In my initisl
lettern: I've offzred an alllance to both Iialy and Turksy, and both sgreed! ID'm
therefors trying to persusde Ltaly io move west rather than drav me inte an /T
confiictos I hupe you rs not comting cn. an alliance wlth & swrong France? 1 cun't
ccoparate wlth Kussia as I know him to be untrustworthy from a previcus gams. ‘The
Turks have agrecd w wlp, Put since Italy could be ddstracting him; your o a o isanes
wowld be much apprzclated. You should be able o plek up Scandlravia and & n o o
mindmuan rewaxrd for your asttack ovn Russia.

"I*ve negiectal to write France so far and he hasn't contacied me zither. Iouewer,
Germany and I have bii it off on our first exchange of letiers -~ e scems like a rice
guy and 1 don®t expect any occupatlon of Tvo and Boh for soveial game years at '
drite to let me know how ihe northern zillance sltustion is shiplug up -~ 17 Lo
particularly Interesind in your intentions in Scandirzvia.®

Now how can you be suspicious of a letisr 1like that? Vel 1t says no mose
first. It's longsr and has a more frlepdly tone, whilch halps a ot bot iz
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neless 4t can e an ervor in Diplemecy to keep the lle sc simpls that 3%°s et
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bellievabllily stems largely from iis admissions of error and wcertainty. "I'm
afrald...embarraselng Jam...trying tc persuvads...can®t cooperate...could be...ueglected
to write...don't expscte..". As BEngland, if you hadn®t made up your mind beforehand

arnd didn’t xeally have a clear ldea of the southsastern situatlon, wouldn®t you snap

at an E/G alliance and proceed against Scandinevia (and perhaps France)? It would

work well enough if Zustria was playing it straight...but aha, his position and prospecis
could just as easily be as follows:

His major alllance is with Italys »elatlons with Russla have actually %een
satisfactory, but with Turkey they‘ve been cool. He's written vague letters ic Germany
and France, promoting F/T neutrallty so Italy will have a free hand to Mlitz Turkey.
Russia 1is being induced to help as well.

England has been chosen as his patsy in the north. If the BE/G alllance comes gbout,
1% will oppose F/R, neutrelizing the north and keeping Russia from creating a formldalle
alliance with Turkey or ssriously challenging for a slice of the Turkish centers himself.
If the R/A bordsr {Gazl) is kept meutral in Spring '01, Austria simply writes again to
advise England that the I/T war forced a temporary changs of plans, but “Russia is
undsr close observation and will be attacked next year. Since my welatlonship with
Turkey has really cooled off, your spcils in Russla should Include loscow.” An over-
enthusiastic England is already commitied to thes deslred course, and now Austrias is
offering him still moxre. Austria then picks his own time to siab Russla {hopafully
after the Turkish positlon is irreparable and Jjust in time to make England very grateful
that he came through}. Meanwhile, F/G, E/R and I/T are all at war with each other,
leaving Austris as the stalemate-breaker on all fronts. An E/F alliance, for instance,
wouldn't have suiled Austria(/Italy) at all. ,

Idealistic of cowrse. But write five or six lstters simlilar to the second example
above and ii’s not unduly opiimistic to expect such progress to a dominating position.

{((The above article prompted a thoughiful axchange between Mark Berch and Randolph
in FSF #126. In tbe discusslon following, passages not in parentheses are part of
Mark's letter, and Randolph’s comments aze in iriple parenthsses.))

«s s four negotlations articles are great -~ the test being written in the hobby today.
({(I d1dn'% really have io include that sentence, did I? However...))) However, your
"Free Admilssions" article was not up to the usual standards, and there is a lot there
that I don’t agree with., You present a "elegraphic" letier and then a "full” lestier,
then say that the latfer says "no more than the first.” This is simply not true. Forx
example, the full leiter says that you know Russia tc be "untrustworthy" from another
game. This will prompk an alert England to write, "Gee, 1f Russla 1s the untrustworthy
sort, I'd want to know that. Could you send me the number and zine for that game so
I could confirm 1t7?7" If there 1s no such game, you might be in trouble trying to smooth
this one over. If there is such a game, that fact could have gone into the telegraphic
letter:s “Russis, whom I know to be unirustworthy from another game, with..."” Such an
inclusion would not have addeéd any “"Free Admission® character to the telegraphic letter,
and made them more similar. In a second case, the full letter says, “You should be
able to pick up Scandinavia and StP" -+ this is much less forthcoming than the telegraphic
letter, which has a specific commitment on that score. On a side point, I personally
conslder Scandinavizs to include SiP, as the texm is used on the Dippy board; as it is
much more linked to who-owns-iuy-Swe-Fin-Den than whe owns central Russia. In the same
HayY, Iberia includes Mar.

(({I think your criticisms of the article are based on the totally erronscus
assumption that everycre invilved 18 as good a player as jyou axe -~ you pleked one of
mine apart last year on the same basis. I fully agree that Austria would de vexy foolish
o write subh a letter to a top-level player in the English positlon, if it was heavily
laced with tiny lies, But remember that I also sald, "Austrla has chosen England as his
patsy in the north.” Chocsing Mark Berch as a patsy could be expected te have mmfortunaie
consequences, whatever the method. The implication 1s that England has been identified
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as being no better than sverage -- and he would have to be much beitter than average to
aven thiunk of the questiions you propese in a reel gane sltvation,

what T meant in saying that "the seconé letter says no more than the first” 1is
that the same pitch 1s being made, and ouce a good players scra2ns out all the unverifiable
crud, the informailion in each is also atout the same. I do vegaxrd the stalement tl}at
ugela is unbtrustworthy as a “fres admisslon” -~ if accurats, the information would be
quite valuabls i the Fnglish player, and there’s no compakling reason for Austria lo
raveal 4%: few vlayers even Justify an attack o a thixrd pariy.

P.8, If ws were anllied in a game, and agreed to yegard "Iberla" as yours and “the
French centers" zs mine, things might get quile halry if you tried to take Mar. 1
suspect that the zeaction would be the same 1f our roles were reversed. Definitions
shauld be kept specilic except in the rare cases when vagueness may producs a diplomatic
advantage, I shink.))} .

Another odd spot is the "I've neglected to writs Framce sc far...". This 1s golng
to depend on who you are. If I as England get such a letier from Robert Paquin (the
1e8t Ausiria I entered a geme with) then I can belleve it, If I get such a letter
from you, for example, I am going tc have a loud guffaw. 4nd I am going to say, "I
vonder what othsr crap is in this letter," Further, it appeavs that, in your real
aternative scenario, 1% isn't true, as you say that a “vague" lotier has gone out to
France.

({{No. the altornative scenario isn't necessarily the “"real® one, just one of many
possibilities that England should keep in mind pending further evidence., Of gcuxse
every letler depends on ihe parsonalitiss involveds an Ausirlan player with a good
reputation gains nothing by aduitting such weakmesses, while = good Fuglish player wouldn't
be selected to xwceive such a letter if casily verifisble liss were lncluded. What I've
tried to o i& writs from the perspective of one average player ic another -- letters
from me %o you simply don®t apply.)))

{{Bruce here -~ double parentheses and all that jaws. Randelph, your point is well
taken, bui methinks you should have made this z bit more obvious in the original article.
I did a dovble-take myself upon reading the bit aboul "I’ve neglected to write IPrance
so far®, which would in itself mark you as incompetent to begir withs; and then when you
added in ths "real® scenaric that the guy has written 4o France, I almost freaked out.

I see no polint to telling such an easily-refutable lle, and indeed it's probable

that England has alyeady heavd just the opposite from France and will check 1t out,

even il he's only an average player. Your letier would have to be aliered on that

matter unless 1t was golng to a totally incompeient ¥ngland -- and even so, why do this?))

The next latter to England could portend more trouble, as the vague reference to "my
relationehlp with Turkey has really cocled off” is bound to draw British attention -
after all, it is being citad as the reason for the Austrian change of plans. From
England then comes to Austria the latter, "Actuslly, Turkey tells me now that relations
with you {Austria) never wers all that great. Who am I 1o belisve? I do rneed an ally
in the east, and I gwess this dizagreement is a good chancs to find out whe is felling
England lies and who 1z not. BSo¢ if ycu wil) please send me the letisr in which...”

My point here is that the "“full" letier has a aumber of loose thmwads, and you
are risking a good Engilash playexr tugging at some of them to sece whether the whole thing
will wnravel.

Perzonally, I think the average player railses nuch too heavily on the lie, and not
enough on such iechaiques as trying to shape thwe other guy’s expectations in your favor.
The lie does definitely have a place in Diplomacy, but I view this practlee of wssing
1itile lies into 2 letter, even 1f they are relatively harmless and may sofien vour
appearance to the other player by giving the appearancs of syrour and uncertainty, as
very risky. When I catch letter writers to me at that, I assume that 1f they are golng
to lie to me about the small things, they are certalnly going ic lie to me about
the more consequential things. The small 1lle, assuming it 1s caught, causes far more
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damage than it can be expected %o reap vewards, and so I think thal in wosi cases they
are a bad vet. Thls of course does not cover lles at which you caanot be caught, or
lies which, if the victim relles on them, wiil place him in a positlon where he cannot
retaliats,

(((Mmmmo .. 3f T was going to refrain from something consclousiy for fear of a had
reputation, 1t wouvidn®t be the occaalonal little 1lie: 1t would be the pre-empiory,
rointed, sllghtly insulting questlons thail you propese as English replies. 1'm in the
habit of wrlitlng long letters ito everyons, particularly as ths game begins: 1if the
guy‘s reply asked for 1ronclad proof of everything I°d mentioned, it would thoroughly
turn me off o fubure corvespondence with the fellow, especialiy if T was telling the
truth to staxt wlth. I sould think elther "This guy must be a novice, and a paranold one
o boot: 3IF be wor’t trust anyone, he won't last long", or Af I knew hla to have soms
experlence, "Thiz guy is overmeacting to my reputation...lf he won‘'i take anyu
I 3y on trust, be isa‘t worth the trouble of working with,” Fesults will be poor fox
the Insistent prober in any cmss.

I think, therefoze, that a point is reached wheres you nust stifle your requirementis
for accurate informatlon in 1llttle matiers in order to get along well with the guy who's
snexrgeic enovgh to provide the (questionable) Informatlon in the first place: otherwise
it dries wp entirely. I prefexr to nod blandly while teking everything with a gyain of
salt. MNost players, I ax convincad, are more inclined ito nod enthusizatically at any
friendly letier and take everything as gospel. For this reason, I think the little
lle has 1ts purpose, if indeed the writer has a definite purpese in mind, and is
unlikely to be found out if 1lt's keptl under conirol. Few opponsnts adopt your bold
approach in nractice, Mark, for the simple reason that it hae dangers of its owmn.)))

((I'm still with Mark on that point, too. To me the expected retwrns from tellirg
these llttle liss are far too small to Jjustify thelxr risk. FHowever, I agree wiltih
Rancdolph that ons can go too far in demending to have verificstlion of every little
statenent made by one's correspondent’s, There then remains the question of whether
Mark’s example, of England wanting to know who 1s telling the truth about the past
relatlonship of Austria and Turkey, is indeed such a minor point., If I were England,
I might basa my cholce of an eastern ally on Just something 1iks this...or I might
try to appsar allied with both of ithem for as long as possible.

This debate was perhaps the most lntsrestling exchange about the play of the game that
I ever vead in Fol 381 Ile, and I certainly feel 1t #was worth the space to present 1t
te VD's readers, ),

L OB e e SR B T T R S T O P C LR Be B E P e

Dave {lelman has brought lauvghiar to more than & fow with his classic "Jeonardy™
prees yeleases in the RIGEL game. In a few short weeks he will hoat IndyCon, and
the 0l°¢ BRUXer is going! THANKS...to Doomle Dave Kleiman.

Don Del Grands has written several articles for VD about variens cons, and hzs
provided us with informatlon on the gaming hobby outside of Diplomacy by sending in
1lists of 500 wargawes and sneaking them into the Gossip Column. He shaved dinmer
with BRUX at MaryCon 1984, THANKS...to Doomie Don Dal Grande.

Debbls Lord has treated me as hexr own son and given me an immenss amount of
support over the past three yeurs. She enccouraged Alex o write for the zine, and le
81111 an avid reader today., THANWS,,, 40 Doomle Debble Lord.

Bob Sweeney is the only VD player ever to pariicipate in the press of a game
after his elimination. He once retaliated to my inclusion of sand in an envelope by
sending me a pisce of dung from his visit to the atables, THANKS,..to Doomlie Bodb
Sweeney. '
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OffiClal People 8 Dlplomacy Organlzation Internal Memo

To: Mr. Bruce Llnsey of Dalton, Massachusetts
" From: The Grand Kommissar :
;re- Remarks about PO, in "Voice of Doom," page 2 #97.

l‘w

QFFICIAL NOTICE ‘or CENSURE AND BANISHMENT - 0.

A Your ignorant drivel in which you cast mud on 7!~.@

p the PDO and its international membership cannot go

;.. unpunished for it is people like you, crawling on.

- .their bellies,’ lapping up the slime of their own self-

" importance, and'.casually belching their opinions, that

f“ has plagued all right-thinking folk since time immemorial,

' " Your self—proclaimed position as fortune teller
. .and insipid wit further deny you the right to any real
T and honest answer to your questions.

: It is the position of the Grand Kommissar that
you shall forever be banished to the muck and darkness
from which you came in the fervent hope that your kind
will not multiply and further foul the green earth
upon which we live,

This order is irrevocable, There is nothing to
save your pimply ass now, you jerk, If in the future,
however, you prostrate yourselve before the Grand
XKouncil and beg for restitution of your forsaken
8 status as a human being, you may be reinstated, though

you would have to wear the letter "A" on your chest,
It is not the letter of Hester Prynne; it is more
closely related to Scott's Tissue,

Signed this day, August Eighth, The Year of Our Lord
One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty Four, by the
Provisional Grand Kommissar of the People's Diplomacy
Organization, Michael Mills,

((0ops, looks 1ike I really stepped
in it this time, Doomies. First -the
NYGB, now the FDO. If this keeps up I'll
te a man without an organization...and
that'll suit me just fine!))
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Alliance Formatlca

by Randolph Smyin

My oxperisnces In wecau! games have suggestad that many novless are upawsrs of
the factors detemining a more experlenced playexr’s choice of allies. In fact,
coupeten’, newoomers probably use the same selectlon critsria wiconsciously iv thelr
cholne. Preswmally, awareress of these "rules” would result in lsss frsquent breakass
of them in the noviue’s own atismpts ‘o attract supprort. Thai ls, 1t isn’% hard to
sslect the yproper alliy nmong ons's neighbors, but much more diftficuli for the newcoms:
to nake Blmueif attractive, without analysing what hs finds att=activs in othexa. Ix
takes two to ally.

Almost avery naitlon on the brard must lntersct iniilally wiin three nelighhors.
Surprlisingly «ften in the average game, one can be rejscted on the growmds of cutxignt
incompetance.By the end of 1901, it°s clear to all active playere that at leawst ons
natlen car e e«flecotlvely eliminated except as a pawn or sn obetacle., The player
involved eitnsy {1) hasa't read the Rulebook and shows no inclinatlon io do so (2) mekes
gross tactleal avrers for other reasens, most of which boil domm to inatiention -~ NMis
would fall into this category (3) fails to wriie to anyone, or is far inferlior to the
pack io both quantity and quality of negotiations. Howevexr, lucompetence 1ls & clear-cut
problonm and will not be considered further; a txruly interested novics will not be
falling inio this sort of trap.

4 subiler falling will often zesult in an effsct which may be dilsgulsed for
seversl gams years., Overexubsrance (e.g. the umshakablc belief that as Italy, one
should try for Mun in 1901 at all costs) may be tolerated by the other players (except
Germany!) and resuli in friendiy letters and encouragement 17 a weaker Germany and
diverted Italy advance their own prospscts. But these players will chuckle amongst
themselves if the attack has no solid base; none wlll sexdously consider the Italian
as a godd long-range ally, umless he smartens up before its in thelr interest to
actually attack bhin. ,

Paranola can alsc be the klse of desth, and pawticvlaxly afflicis thoss who have
been first Introduced to the hobby by a scare story., Four iustance, a game analysis
which dwells on il doubleczoss possibllitles of an avercss position, from couslderation
of the tactical poitentlals alone, is Interesting to read but uuduly pessimistic.
Maximuwm retuwns are vavely secured by grabbing every icoss center within range -~ the
maintenence of a favorable ratlo of allles to enemies will) noxmally take you further.

A Gerxman who doesn’t recognize this as he looks at the Spring 1%0i moves, and 1is
completely intolexant of sn Italian or Austrian move to Tyo, & French move io Hur,
Russizn dosigns ca Swe, or English hopes for Bel will be stab-proof -- but wiih no
trust at all; he's aiso 13kely to have mors than his share of ysal enemles, lmmedlately
or lsier. g

The other side of the coin 13 doglike trust in the letiers one xeceives. Uslng the
above exampla, sn opening Russian move ‘o Sil, an Austrlan one io Boh, or an English
annowcenent that he intends to try convoying an army to Hol is hard to Jjustify to
the German, but scpe players will try., Tactical warning signals should never be
ignoxed when they ars unamblguous (811§ of course, any foreign movement toward one’s
hoidings should be recognized as a potential problem). The fine line beiween the two
extremes is the place tc bes a stab or attack 1s then due to othexr factors (whexe
you°ll have to use your Jjudgementi}. Jt's no disgrace to you, though, if your level of
trust has been appropriaie, ‘

Players can be Intezested In the game, sirateglcally reallstie, with the right
mixivre of trust and healthy susplcion, and still not hit 1t off. 4As cften as noti,
this is dus 0 a personality clash which may begln with a tactless remark in ihe more
cenversational part of the letter. If the guy’s first letier takes two wesks to
arrive, don't start your veply with an expreasion of total disgust dirvected at



CUPY {Canadian Unlop of Postal Yorkers;. Your prospeciive ally may be a shop stewsnd.
Your most important ledter 1s usually your flrsi, and the mosi Important esctlion i

ar wlviown fellew player doesn't comeern the geme at ally 14°s s personal introductlon.
In ny casme, my nolghlor mey think that all sclentistis sxe a bunen of lagy pavesiies,
or that anyove inlerested jn fenclng or ihe theatre ls a fegeot. That's his businessz;
I'm not lnierested In changing his opindon, bud T°11 give bin a chance to keep it 10
himeelf, (OF course, zomeone with odd notlons may atiack you for me apparent reason,
aond you'il g0 up the wmall tryving to flzuvre cut why. Unusual dlstertions of visupoint
often come in clusteys, though, and the fellow probably wok't rake a good ally anyhesw.
Fundamenial. claehes of paxsonnllty just have to be lived with, !

T Anoiber ssurce of rossitle friction in the eaxly stages 18 & difference of spinion
on what sach zlly deszives in the way of spoils frum a m:cpasf*d campalign. Suppose
R/A/I negeilate the Slamemberment of four Turkish centers (Home, Bul). Austriz can
devote everything to the cause; Russia snd Ttaly will invest one flset each. Noxmsll:r
the centars will split 2:11l -- but 1s thie entirely fely? Does Austria’s greater
invegiment entlitle her to "future consideratlons” elsewhere? Or does the siaple fact
of §i/I fricndehip through that pericd (the neutrality of uniis which could ctheiwise
have well been usad sgainst Ausiria) Jusiify the "leverage™ in the invesiment/ruuard
ratio? Suppose it tixms out that Kussla can (or must) spsxe two mits rather thau one
for the campalgns how cau the lnvestmeont of the extra wnlt s rewarded? Resulis in
Turkey nay affect tiv: choice of play and divieloen of spoils in a concurrent atisex on
Germany -— or it may not. I termes ave conciuded, the conquest of Turkey wesn heliway
end Tialy bas to back out due to attack by France, is he entitled to mythl\.g &t all’
Thers sx2 no "right” answers, but the alliance will eventualiy break Sown if &
mutuvally acceptable zolution cannet bte found. Such possible rrohlems should at least
be hintsd st in the early stages if it's deslrsble fo rromote sirength in the long
tarm. Meewulng the exvactatlons of each membar of an alllance can be atirihuted to the
virtwe of "dirlomatdc sensitlvity™.

A new alllencs way also fowmder on ihe rocks of tactlcal as wll us diplomatic
ingensitiviiy. England may suggest thet iz only way for him to help France ag:insi
Itely is 1o swing fleots past Glbralisy, which may be quits true; but if hs presants
it ao gospal and acts on the assumptlon that tms is fins wiih his French ally, he may
be in for a skock.

I have dellbezately slapped thsse problems down with no delibexade ocgsnimation,
as they ave megant o te exsmples rathsr than a complete list of diplomatic ymaknesses.
Every aspiring rulsr sbould pick apart the leiters of those fellow playesrs who scem
to collesti allles like a honeypot draws flies, DUraw your own conclusions therefrom
and 4o ye likewisze.

{(inother impor’ca.nt point to take into accomi in your a'tmmpts at alliarce formaliioL

iss whati exactly is tbe other guy looking for in an ally? TI he's a rank novice, he
may want someone who can help him decifis on the best tactice W use each season watil
he gets the hang of things. You appeoga,ch Will then ba different than to ihe old hand
who may be viewing you as a paper cup, o be used as needed and tren dlscarded. T

the former, you might write that you'll be glad to go sgainst Cermany, and here 't the
tactics that might get us started faster. To the latter, you alght suggest tha»

you'd certainly be glad to help hilm take down the German, znd what tactics cught ve
to try this season? lLet the win-only player think you'll be his crutch; let the
novice think you’ll be his proisctor. Tst the guy whe gues for two-way draws thiuk
that you'l) do the same, and in all of thsse cases, regardiess of your real inteatlons,
you improve your chances at securing an alllance io break or kesep at your converiaacc.
Of course, this ischnique can bhe carrled te extremess “I*d just love to share : dray
with you'isn®t golng to work if the guy knows you've Just nctched up thres wing by
stabbing your ally each time, Still, it can*t huri %o txy ic make yourself ag .

drastiva

a8 possible not caly in a general sense, but also % sach particular player whois alllanes

you wish o court, given their own gulcke, styles and nesda, ) )
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Wrarslng up a very successful serics...

The Diplomatic Typochondriac

by John Kadoxr

Five years! That®s a long time to be writing a Jouwrnal of Dipkomacy. Of course,
from the madexrts po int of view, the time cfien seems more prolonged. As a chariex
subscriber to VD, 1've ssen the whole specirum of literacy representsd in its pages.
From good writing to indifferent writing to ravely-wretched offerings, I've seen it
all. HNearly =zvery postal piayer of the past flve years has had occaslon to contribute
to its pages. I consider ¥D, then, a microcosm of the Diplomscy press. All ihe
excesses in syntax and diction that I have spoilighted over the years may be found by
looking re further than my back issues of VD.

You®ll all agree that the above is tighily reasoned. Unforitwmately (or maybe
fortunately), it°s wrong. I had tc go back 1o YDs moze than itwc years oll to find an
appreciabie aumter of blunders and goofs. ¥Ds, “of late, have been betier written and
better edited. In fect, almost every zine 1 get is beiter writien end betier edited
than when I started reviewing the Diplomacy press for thls column, »

I take this o be a positive‘ddgn: Whether wé dre all maturing as writdrs and
gditors or whether this colum can take a small measure of credit, I won't venture %o
guess, It repains "that I had an inordinately challenging tilme of Joca.ting the few
miscrable gaffs that folliow.

So, meicre 'tha ners, 1'd 1ike to offer a few chesrs for some indiw idual writexrs
and edi’w% that va iad occasion to admire,

L noninate Er Kene as most improved writer and editor. Barsly literate when it
be.e;an gubliching, Anduln has evolved lnto an immaculately well-writiten zins.

Paul Rauterberz's Midlife Crisis is ancthisr well-crafied zine., I piay in 1it, and
L can offer firsi-hand evidence that Paul‘s GMing skill 1s exceeded only by hls talent
for sditing.

For the most conslistent editorlal volce, I belleve Bruce Linscy takes the voint.
His "Hobbyialk" and "BRUX Spsaks" columns display a consistent polnt of view,
consistently well-srgued.,

In temms of writers, btased on my limited reading, I admire the following most of
alls Rod Walker, Mark Luedl, Bob Olsen, and Randolph Smyth. My apologies in advance
to other worthy scribes I have omitted.

And now, before everyone consilders me a hopeless softy, thls month's review of
blunders, gaffs, and trespasses on standard usage.

To celebrate VD’s fifth annlversary, let's start with a lettexr from James Wall
(VD #91, poii). Wall wvecounts a plece of hobby gossip that recognizes Linsey as "ihe
fount of all that’s bad in the hobby...a lightning rod."” MNice meiaphors, ithose, and
prolably arguable. But nixed metaphors are a pain in the neck. They shoulid bs
weeded out! , , »

In the same way we admire the Spacial Olympics, we have to gilve credit to Cathy
Cunning for putllishing Cathy's Ramblings. All too often. her prose l1s reminiscent of
ramblings translated from the Serbo--Croation. Foxr example, she asks players tc vote
on a varlety of dsadlines {CR #5, P» 3)s "I ask all players in thie game to voie on
this 1isting your choices in order of 1, 2, and 3. If we all took a vote on what
we think she means, I think there’d be a run-off. In the same paragraph, Cathy uses
an indefiniie pronoum: “The xesulfs will be published in CE when they are aveailable."
The results or C27 Who knows, but I look forward to my CRs. o one puts more of
hinseif or herself into a publlcation than Cathy.

Of the editorial We school of writing, B4 Wrobel 1s pariiculariy enamored, It's
difficult, then; to determine if he is gulliy of misusing s subordinatiing conjunctlon.
"Ae a flercely indeperndent Jjournal..., we would be above reproof [igl should we
refuse to print Mr. Linsey’s misslive.” Confusing the edltor with ithe publication is
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sasy when veling the edltoxlsl We. It’s affected; denles Individual responsibility,
don% 1ike 1t. 1liocveover, a beiter word than “reproof™ is “repzoach.” The diffarevics
is subtle but if you use worde of that cgliber, you showlidn't misfire,

writing in Give Me a Weapon (#33, p. 2}, Wrobel titles z thoroughly deeent articlo:
A Side Bets 'True Love or False Slandex?” If slander is, as my dictlionary says,
"a false report meant to do harm,” what ls “false slandexr”?T In this cass, falos
slandzy would bs to affimm that Wrobel 8 atyle is pedaniic, even if his heart is in
the '['ight Plawg

& surs-firs way for me to detect items for this eolumn is to ook for strikecuts
and coxractlons. wWhere therxe'’s amblvalence, trexe’s onmrtmi S0 ay eye was
quickly dramn fo the following passage in Izksome (#38. pe 11} "Ever;x other rutllc
college in Minnesnia {# ave in small towns," Scoti Hamsen, ,;fm.z were right the first
time. 7The aubject of the sentence is singular despite the proximity of the plural
"smali towas" to the verb. In cases of strikecuts mad correctlons like this, apply
¥ador®s Rules Live with it; trust your imstinoctis.

{{Thanks, aad four issuss of sub credit, to John for this coaclusinn o a saries
which bagan back in VD #18! It°s been greaily appreciated. Johm; your articles have
tesen a valuable addition v the zine,

I have several comamente on the ahove,

I agree fully that VD is beiter written and edlted than 1t was ssveznl yzars
ago, and to an extent I feel thai many of the hobby's zines have improved 1In ihis
vegerd as wall. In ay case, the lmprovement came from practice and experiense. snd
axtensive xeading of the materlal creatad by the hobby’s top woilers. I woruld also
suspecet that Jobn's solumns had thelr Mﬂm nee on the hobtby prsss.

I adeire the following writers most of all: Chuff Afflerbach, Garry Hamilu,
Gary Uoughlan, BEnuth Glaspey, Pauml Bautexrberg: Joan Extrom, Randolph Smyth, aad
Jake Halvsrstadi. ALl have a flawless command of the English language, and to re
that’s a preregulsite sklll of good writing, not an added lwoury. I agree eutiiely
that Andudn’s writing has loproved lmmensely since {he zine was founded,

Too pad that, by sheer coincidencs, the joke about mixed metaphors appears
alsewhere in this issus also, as does ancther yoferonce to ths editorlsl We. BHut
you'll have to fiud *sm on your own, I too desplss the edlitourial We, It anpears
most noticeably in Bushwacker.

I, 11ke John, 100k forward to eamch issue of Cathy’s Bapblings. I do xot apces

with his criticlem of the sentencer "The results will be published in (R whern they
are avallable.” To me, that sentence is 100% clear and grammstiesl. Bué tien, [
not the expert.))

SRCLCPEDRE CAE 2L TR CRD IO RN SORE SO aR DO L MR SR AN

Alex Loxd urote s colunn for V1 for over a year and & half, and brought Llaughter
to many. Her writing was truly an seset to the zine, and che 1o a wuset persos whose
friendshlp I shall always cherish. Hey, it's my last issue and I don't care wh=i whe
hobby*s hatemorigers think -~ I love hor and I°m proud of it! THAVKS...ic Deomde plex .ond,

Garry Hamlin bandles the wxditten word btelter than hs bandles old dlshwashers. and
VD bas been richer as a result. He musy be a good friend bscause BRUX went trucking
halfway up the state of Michigan to spend a night mi hls house. And golly, what =
great ally hs was in Swedish Roundabout. THAVKS...%s Doomle Garry Hemiln,

Stave Augle has hostad pany facs-to-face games ln his home, snd I°ve enjoyed thew.
A friend thwough these encounters, he decame a Mvomiec and got started in VI as & prsbal
player by taking JTtaly to a two-way draw In MILXY ¥AY. THANKS...to Doomis Stave sngle.

James Woodson has bscome a friend through cons and axchanges of lstisvre. He la
one of the nleest people T have met sinee Jjodning this hobby -~ oven If hls leg loes
come off noxt Monday! THANKS...to Doomie James Woeodeou.
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Dinlomatlc Sirategies in the Mlddle Ganme

by Randolph Smyth

A player wiih 2 clear advaniage over ile rest of the board ~- closling in on a
win - often prcduces a rather boring finish. Tactiesdly, the "right” moves are
‘generally obviocus {except, perhaps, to an "ally" about to feel the knife); on the
dipiomatic side, he will go to some lengths to avoid rocking the boat, Likewlse, ii's
rare that z goeod player has to make a really tough decision in the openling. One or
two neighbours axe, alas, a cut below the rest, and the propery way to make the first
giins iz determinad by the luck of the draw for countrims. ‘The game-long success or
failure of a power 13 established at a point where many players go astray: Iin the
midéle gome (1904-6) where a number of countrles have 5-8 centers.

let's assume you are England, with 7 centers and a sclid 3-center German 211y who
has restricted hiwself io a single fleei. (You get the ideas as you will find, the
specific positions of units and centers held isa‘t important.) France defends Spa
and HMax agalnast youy Italy has lent him a2 couple of units® aid, but ycu suspect the
Italisn is just seiting up a stab. In the east, A/T bave eliminated Russia but, with
6 centers splece, are now guarreling over the smpoils. Italy has taken Gre in addition
ty bis 4 "natuxal® centers and appears to be favouring Austria, though his forces are
soattered across ihe Mediterranean and have most rscently besn shiftlng westward.

France, swave of the sirong possldility of an Itallan stab, offers to join you in
the south as a puppst, apd points out that you could stab Germany for a couple of suye
centers, eventually crushing him whlle containing Italy. 'The Frenchman is right, and
whe oplion is tempting: Germany has minimal counteratiack capabillity and would lose
to you eventually...if the status quo 1s maintained elsewhere Ffor 45 gams years! If
you stick with Germany, though, progrees will be even alower ~- he's preparing to attack
Austxrla, but the Turk has to0ld you that he’ll patch up his guarrel and organize an
I/a/T defensive alllance if the E/G bloc grows any further without internal conflict.
All ths southeasteyn players seem competent snough to sse the danger you and Germany
pose, and to make such an alllance work. What do you do?

The obtwious, and simplistic, cholces are "stab Gemmany" and "grind down the rest
of the board". Eithar would (or could) be stupid if you made it without more
Irformation. Certainly your relationshlp with Germany is of major significance, and
‘both optlons will have thelr own risks and rewardss some players will be philoscphlically
or stylistically commitied to one answer oxr the other. For ihose of us that see the
game as a series of branch points rathexr than a highway where thw "proper" decision
1s always obvicus, more analysls 1s necessary. You have a good idea of the relative
power of each Interest group on the board right now, but what of the future? What will
maximnlze vyour own influence in the coming years, without allowling any other player
or alllance to make similar progress?

I°ve stacked the cards. With such a favomrable positlon, you should first of all
sat your goals high. Only Germany has more cen‘hers[unita; but fleets ars gsnerally
more influential then armles, and the Gemman cholece of his unit mix (though you no
doubt werked hard to get him to make that choice) syggests a rather unimaginitive guy.
Furthermore, you can afford to take chancee for a comparable reward: you're already
close to a defensive stalemate line, which would minimize the losses sven 1f the
whole board turns against you, To the oiher playeras, you’xe of course as frlendly as
ever; but to setile ln your own mind on a lessexr target would be selling yourself
short at thiz point., How besal to achleve it? '

If you're patient, and suxe that your German ally is both 100% loyal and a bit too
tactically trusting, you'rs prebably best to stick with him and stad ten game years
later when nobody else can influence the outcome, If he’s gotten out of position
(to allow that two-center stab) only by accident and temporarily and you fear he's at
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least as conpsiant as’ you are in an endgeme, best to taks the opportunity while it'e
avallshtle. In moeit casas, though, the characterlatles of the Corman plavsy won'th
hand you the asswer on a ellver plaiter,

Is France trusiwoxrthy? Anyons who is still Jefendlng vigorously and making proposzls
to bis epemles with Just two centers cerizlnly qualifies as a fighter; but if swvival
is that Important 1o him, he won’t care how be achleves it., You can only couat on hle
help agalnst Italy fur as long as it promotes him own sscurity -~ perhaps not even foxr
that Jong, if h: thinks a worthwhile adventage 12 possihle by surprising you. His
offer of aid may indeod be worth accepting, but odn®t be temptesd on ithe sirength of
that offer 0 go cut o2 a 1limd against Gexmany, without cther scurcez of lnsurence.

How about the deotermination of Turkey to tlock E/G7 Sinmcs he brought the subject
up, you have to iake 1t eeriously; anéd you've oply fooling yourself to delibesrately
igncxs the abliity of I/A to Join bim if your E/G threal is obvious encugh. 3
objective aboul the snemles capablllities; don’t oversstimate vourseli and don’t grab
short-sightad centers in the faint hope that a logleal cpposlitlaon won't develop after
all. FHemsmber, you're in a powexful positlon: you should Ye able 10 make furthey
advances without playlug that kind of long shot.

The ey, then, 18 to search for a bWroadey coneensus and gu with whatever you
find, Tuckey and France (total of 8 centers) wanl you o attack Cermany., but neitber
can be counted on to help out before or afterwards. Germany (8 centers) shoulda’i
have t¢ te consulted:s presumably he would not want you o stad him...but your alllance
can only make minimal progress agelnat detarmined opposition. Hone of these players
can hurt you direcily 1f you adopt an unfavourable optlen, but they could frustiwie
your lavger objective of yeachirz a winning position, Thexe’s 1itile to chovose on the
vasis of these guys, B8C...go to the vest of the players!

After all, vou have nc reascn to get on the Lad side of either Italy oxr Austxla,
whon this dlemua offsrs you a heasven-sent onportuniiy to get en - thelr good slde.
The task way bo even easler since they seem 10 hava tie beglanings of an alllance and
would probably think alike, though this can*t be cowited on. To each, the question
must te phrased, "Ihould I atlack Gemmany new or latex?' IF it's to be now, Ausiria
cap be lavited to send a couple of wnlts north, while Italy takes up the slack against
Turkey. If later, A/I must take out Turkey soon since Cermany will only get strxonger
in the interim, and you may be "forzed” %o silck with the 1/G alllance by the time A/I
are ready to tuen elzewhers.

This typs of postulation has several abjsctivess (1) it pesints an eventual G/A
conflict as inevitable, either way. This is almost cextain auyhow, unless you‘iw
Toellish enough to stab the Gexman without laylng this kind of groundwork, buit this way
the German 1s established as an enem¢g in Austria‘’s mind, This will Wltiaately boueflt
you, whether or not you stab the Gemman soon. (2) It encowrages both puwers {0
intensify the battle with Turkey. The Turk seems to be the most capable of the
southeastern powers basad cn his lettar te you, and you‘d prefer to see him on the
losing end of a local tattle. And 1f you do stlck wiith Gsimany, you've decreased the
likelihcod of an . IfA/T alliance forming ~~ if your lotters sre passed to
Gemmany, that’s how you explain thelr coptenis. (3) With Tialy focused on Turkey, the
rermaining French centers axe drawn furihsr into your own sphere of influence, This
doesn’t mean you have to take them hoth right away: splitting them wilth Italy might
be a good investment to be uore certaln of his friendship. If you stick wiil Germany,
grab the other one as italy moves east, snd nothing is los%t in the end. (U) It
manages to get in a threat about the powerful E/G alliance, while =till implying that
youtd prefer a switch in the predictable alllance aystem. Austria or Itely may rot
necessarlly think you'rs sinecers about zliylng with them, but 1t‘s hard to ignore
the proposals or voice susplolons without acting awfully negative. (That in ltself
would tsll the Englishman not to expect much frem those piayers.)! Psychologiealiy,
you can kill enthusiasm for stopping sn alllance by offering to huweak 1t up and
being turned down -~ 1f you've opposed, you can “"legitimately” jxctemt, “Well, wiat
do you want me to do, anyhow?" Cnce A/I make a commitiment to you, 1i's easler Jlux



then to stick with 1t than to search for a way out, until you start to dominate the
games Don't push them into a specific decislon, and the eventual result will be a
situation they got into by themselves. o

Generally, it's these "secondary" players -- not your immediate neighbours, dbut
the powers on thelr opposite borders - who are the most ussful indiecators of which
way to go in such situatlions. It's not entlirely coincidental that the pesitional
weakneas of the central powers shows up not so much in the opening as at thls siage of
the games they cen’t refer to the "secondary” in their relationships with edge or
corner neighbours. The only other powers with influence are also their nelghbours,
adjacent along ihe edge of the board, and have their own axes ito grind In the immedlate
vicinity.

Heve X, then, set vp a straw man wlth my exsmple -~ chosen one where the “"right”
actlon of consuliing the secondary, though perhaps not obvious to the player who's
Just skimming thils ariicle, is wnusually clear in hindsight? And whexe the "right”
actlon leads almost iuvarlably to the "right" decision, depsnding on the responses
received? Perhaps, lLet's change the dllemma arownd entirely, without confusing anyone
by changling owr imaginary zame. You are now Italy, having just received such a letter
from England. What do you do?

With only five unlts strumg out across the Mediterranean, helping an underdog at
cne end and beglnniag to test a strong opponent at the other, your situation is a good
deal dilffersnt from England®s, Winning the game iz a faroff goal at best; and your
efforts must bes bent lnsitsad o &imply holding your own in s highly competitive game.
But, let'e not leave you totally resourceless: Jlet's say that England’s lmpression
was correct and your alliance with Austria is fealing comfortabdble. You should defeat
the Turk...if only the north doesuntt interfere. Unfortunately, you and Ausiria are
the central powers: Aif E/C hang together and you pexsist in fighting Turkey, he may
actvually survive you both. :

However, let'e may you'ze also pretty sure that both Austirla and Turkey are
"win only" players like yourself. Is the problem then as simple as encouraging E/G
to fight eacn other while you and Austria chew up Turkey? That‘s one option, sure...
but another iz to zllow the E/G alllance to proceed until A/T are scared intc making
peace with you and sach sthexr. Get rld of France, and a quick S5-way draw may he the

- vest way out of thls game. BEnd it respectably, and you'll bave that much more time for

another whore things may gc better for you. Ox, if the I/A/T defense brings a
frustrated England to blows with Germany, you can grab whatever looks convenient,
without making any of ths positional concessions and risks that England is suggesting
0owo .

Tou have England's letter, and you have a gocd idea thet Austria’s reaction will
be similar to your own (write him with your thoughts, and find out!). The French
sltuation is clear: he’'s focused even tighter on mere survival than you are, and
can't really ba trusted. Anyhow, the fate of his centers/units is far less important
than the major positional/dlplomatic events on the horiszon; take what you can from
him and leave 1§ at that. : '

Again, you can’t make a sensible decision on the basis of the 1ikely E/F/A
reactions alones you have lived to regret your foclishnese Af you've allowed the
commimications with Germany and Turkey to lapse. Only by including their likely
reactions in your equations can you zake en informed judgment about you next action.

Don°t restrict yourself to the meost obvious options. You have at least five
distinct strategies from herxes (1) Pecline England’s offer, continue yowr westwerd
movement, and try io maintain the poeitlonal status quo. This is the "draw hope”,
angling for a successful defensive alliance from I/A}To (2) Accept the English offer

- with all iis condltions, moving units to atiack Twrkey in earnest and splitting the

French centers. You're gambling that England is sincere and won’t Just maintain his
German allisnce and keep coming into the Med. If you guess right, though, and E/G
stalemate would leave you and Austria with a dominating alllance ~- quite a boost in
your fortunes, though a three-way draw 1s still the most likely resuli in the end.
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(3) Encourage the attsck on Gemmany but demwr where your owr forces are concerned.
This limits the risk, but also the rewards England ls less 1lkely to stal Gommany

at all if youye lukewarm. or if he does go ahead, you®ll e behind schedule in
beating Tuwrkey. The Englisbman could ithen take it 21l -~ unless you're aile to
distract him in Iberia. In thls scenario, the French player could become pivotal
after all. (4) Inform Germany of the English plans {pass his letter if necessary).
Warning the German is move likely %o lwad t¢ an E/0 stalswate if they go to wap --
but a clever England would bave wrltiten you In such a way as to =xplain sway the
incriminating letier Af it foll into Gexman hands. The maintenance of the B/G
alliauce, porhsps stronger than ever with England wary of a betrayal, is jossibles =und
which way will you move while you find out? {5) Go along with the English plans to
the point where you appesr almost committsed against Turkey. then stab Austrie. Thin
nets you a couple of centers. offers z nearby turget for more, and talies the Auatrisy
preszure off Germany to lucrease the likelihood of a noxithemn stelemais. This assimes
you can work with Turxey and that he'll go along with the idesa, C&4iil, he nay wind uu
jominating an /7 szlilance depending on Ansiris's rveactlon to you stabbing hia,
England won "t e as pleased at the colliapes of the Austrise diversion and possibie
German gratitude Jen®t Likely %o count for nuch. Other risks are as In #2 sbove,

but if all goas well the I,/T alliauce should b bstier positioned than an I1/4 one
grinding into the cormer.

For all options that don’t involve complete accomodatlon wiih Englead’s wishes,
you must make & seprrate declision about France: maintain ths defensive alllance, stab
him, or go slong =ith an English pian to spiit them pescefully. And this time, 7 have
no pet snswern, eliber for the decilslon or foxr an action that would facilifate it. 1%
all depends on your analysis of the players, which in tuxn hinges on the quality cof
your growdwork in communlecating with all of them beforehand.

The same oxample can be used almost Andefinitely: how would you play sach of the
other powers? So far, it offers a numbar of clues to steering yowr way irvough the
middls game, and cuming out ln btetter shape than you went In:

{1) Sei porformance targets that are a good belance Yetween optimism and reslise-
If you have the test posiiicn on the boaxrd, 1904 isn't oo ssxly %o sitart thicking sboat
converting that adventarze into a win, though there®s doubilass a long road ahsed, .
lesser powexr will have to work his way up the ladder a step al a time, while putiing
pricority on preventing the leadsr from running off with the game in the meantlime.
Analysa your peotenilal es obleciively as you can o set appropriats shori-terw and
long~texm goals.

{2) Keep writing to allies and enemies sillie, right Jrom pre-1901 on. Bvary
player talks about this, so I shouldn't need to beat the drum too hard,..but perhaps
the dilemma of an Italy who's lignorsnt of ithe playing prefeysnces of the German and
Turkish players in the above example may bring 1ts impordance into more concrets
terms.

(3) Be pragmatic about the likely influence of each opponsnt on the game and your
own chancea in 1t. You can't trust gll players equally in making decisions (they nay
have teen "created" that way, but thinge change fast) -~ nobody does, but it sometimes
helps to articulate the principle. YThs poor Frenchman in the above example did the
initial spadework in prodding an English stab, but ultimately, England and Italy beth
made declsions ahout his fate based gn other considerations.

(4) Don’t restrict yourself tc the most obvious opticns, or the onea whish cther
rlayers are good encugh to point out to you. These ramely have the best effeci, since
all the upwardly-moblle players have considered them wnen foxmlng their own sirategler.
Especlally as an underdog, the rlsk of baing surprisad yoursel?f 1s sometiper wuyth 7%
if you catch the other players off-balance at the same time.

(5) Despite #3 and #4, if two or more options look equaily good to you afier £uil
conslderation, don't be too hesitant to leave the desclsion to somecne olse’s weleisncs
(even a potential ensmy’s!), so long as you'me not “blowing youwr cover”, That xay.
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a “good" declslon wlll have most of ihe board on ycur slde on the issues of greatest
importance to you {ithough incompatitle goals may remain in other arvas) -- and your
deeisicn then takes a glant step wwexrds being the *right" one. I¥ the balance of
nowexr on tha board seems to approve of your sirategies, then only a secrei cousplracy
can get you into meally hotl water.

(6) Finally, don’t be afrald to zock the btoat, unless yowr lead is so great that
you can afford %c crast to a win on sheer momentium, Success raiely rewards a passive
diplomsat, and the strongsst power 16 generslly in best shape to take advantage of
diplomatic shaksups {hence Englend®s williugness to consider the abandomment of a
superficially mrofitabls alliance with Germeny). Besides, you should enjoy the game
more with a dach of the unexpscted...at least, ave any of us involved in this with the
object of boring ourselves? Go for At!

 {{Thirteen issuss of sub credit for anoiher greatl sirategy article, Randolph!
Unliks the others in this issue, this article is originel. ‘

Randolph hss reguesied that he be consulied first for his pprmlssion 1f anyone ever
wilshes {c reprint this clsewhere. Don't ask me any, dbut plsasse do him that courtesy
since he asked.

Swrprisingly, Randolph includad a cover letier indicating that he felt this article
was subpar. It sesws to be a rathor common tiall among the nobby’s really great
wrliere that they wdsrevaluate thelr own work. Sieve XAight, Jake Halverstadi, and
Chufy Afflorback all do the same thing. I truly felt thatl this article was a great
efforis the care token in satiing up a bellevable exampls. the insightful analysis of
the choloes facing twe of the players, and so on. Straiegically, the mlddle game ie
the most complex phase of a game. At the stert of a game, no one is allled {usually!),
all «f thy countries are pretty nmuch equal, all the standard optlons for cypening are
discussed, and 50 on. Toward the end of a gans, the best path for each country 1s
often very well defined ~- hold that sialemats llne, stop the leader, etc. Hone of
this is true In the middls game, which is probably ths reason why 1t 1s the most difficul
phass of the gume not only to play, but also to write about. 4alllances are formed
and may cover a broad specirum of fiuidlty, coumtries are of different strengths,
positions become tangled,; and so on. Randolph says the article was a blt long;
personally, I was dying at the end 1o ses whai ha'd now aay about the Turkish options,
or the Garman, oy sven French. I loved it!

The basic thrust of the article is right on: you must base your strategles on

- the global sltuation and not Just the probable rsactions of your lmmedlate nelghbors.

I do have a slight problem with the business about getting a coneensus of opinion in
order to make theee decisions: one can go too far in being democratic abeout the matter,
and must sometimes account for the fact that one’s own interesis are served by actlons
which don‘t please most of the board. Optimal dsclsions are nade by intsgrating all of
these factors togethsr, welghted appropriately. And with that sentence, i’m getting
uncomfortably deep into the quicksand of theory...sc I'll end if hsze.))

mark lew, better known as "ig"”, has writien some of the most entertalning latters
in the vd gossip coluwmn., his quirky mind concocts idmas that only he could think
of, and his style provided loits of laughs and variety from the usual bi1l of fare.
thanks.,.to doomie mark lew.

Trouble Linsey was the hobby’s only cenine publésher before she passed away in
19682, Her subsine to ¥D, The Bark of Doom, kept BRUX in his place and she eventually
went on to become the Real Mascot of Postal Diplomacy. THANKS...to Doomlis TRouble
Linmyo




{((Ths folirowing was written by a high school student in Penasylvaria, and sent o
me by ghod knuews who...))

In the Bxd

In the end, there was Bavth, and it was with foxm and beauly,

And man dwelt upon the lands of the Earth. the mesdows and the trees, and be sald,
"Tet us bulld our dwellings in thle place of Loauty.”

And he built citles and covered the Earxth wiih concrele and siscl.

And the peadows wWer foa8.

And marn sald, *I% is good.®

On the second fig;g man looked upfm the waters of the Harth,

ind aan 3aidg et ua put owr wasies In the waters thet dlrt will Le washed away."
anéd man did.

And the waters bscame poiluted and foul in thelr swell,

and aan sald, It is zood.™

On the third day. man iZooked upon the forests of the Haxih, and saw they were beautifui.
And wan aaas“d,, .‘;a % ous cut the timter for our homes and srind bt wood fox our us2 "

And mau did.

And the lands “ecame Uarren and thelr trses wems gone,

And mon sald, "It is good.™

Oix n"ﬁﬂ fourlh day, man saw that animale were in abundance end ran in the flelds and
piayed d in the sun.

dnd man sald, "Teil us cage these anlmals for our anusement and kill them fox ouw sport.”

And man did,

And there were ne mcre anlmals on the facw of the Harih,

And man said, "It iz mood.”

Cn ithe fiftk dsy, men breathed the alr ol the Farth.

And nen sald, "le us dispose of our wasies inito the alr, for the winds shall tlow
them away.”

And man d6id,

And the alr tecams bheavy with dust and choked and bhurned.

And pan said, “It is good.”

On the sixth day, mar saw himself and seelng the many languages and tonguss, he feared
and hated.
And pan said, "Let us bulld great machines", and the Baxii was flved with tis rage of

greaw wars.
And man said, "it is good.®

On the sevenih day, wman rested from his labors

™
¥

And the Earth was still.
For man ro longer dwelii upon the Earth.
And it was good.

POTELCCERALT LT AUCOER TR TAREPECOLEHE TNt PRE 0 T

You may be wonderlng how I plan to ¢elebrate the end of VD, Well. two of the
people at work {Tony and Sharon, both of whom are good friends and avid readers)
plan to take me out for plzea and beer. Dedbie Lord has invited me down to the
house for dinner and an evening to celebrate}, snd my cousin Hedb and I will be going
out for pizza {tc which J°11 be treating, thanks to Rob’s help in collating this
sucker and the use of his foot stapler!). And who knows -- marbe those weirdes out
in Indlana will buy me a milkshake when I°'m there. TIn any eveni, VD's fold 1s going
1o bte widely celebrated here {as I'm surs it will be elsewhers in the hobbye..}. (&)
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A Visit ¥ith Ruth

by Joan gxirom

This summex, during an extensive, axhaustive, one-month vacatlon, I had the pleasure
of meeting Ruth Glaspsy for the flrst time, She conveniently lives in the same town
as my grandfather, so I had written to her and asked if we could get togetiher,

It was 2 humid Sunday afternoon when I arrived at Ruth’s home, a small house set
back from the zoad with lote of shade trees in the front yard. We sat on the porch
{Ruth®s 13ittle 3Jog chose a ceatrsl position on Ruth's lap), drank ice water, and
chatted about Diplomacy holbby membere (I showed her pictures of Tallman, Coughlan,
an¢ Qarugo and Byeme), 1ife, the universe, and everything.

It°s alvavs fun to meet sther hobby members, but I especlially enjoy getting to
konow the other womea in the hobby. Ruth used fo teach musie in schools but now works
in the p urmwsmg depariasnt 2t Intexlochen Academy for the Aris. She plays the
bass vlﬁh yrdoh ¥ichasl Lee {of The Concexrt of Europs) plays also, I play violin.
Anyons =lss want to Join i a string ensesmble? Ruth i1s alse moving wight up through
the yauks in ithe srmy Reserxrve.

Cur visit lasted about an howr, since I was sick with a cough and fever, but we
agrred o gt together again the next time I'n in Traverse City and play face-to-face
Dip {or some cther game) which Ruth raiely gets z chance o do.

If you'tr ever in noxibern Michigan, lst Roth know - sie’d probably be glad to
meet you. Mark Luedld g&z"cs up there occasicnally. In fact he was in the avea while T
wags visiting, but Aldnt get to see me and Samentha. But, ~ L've promisad not to
»ub it inaoo
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{{Joan then left the bteautiful Midwest for Flushing, whexe she stayed a few days,
and then.o.)) :

A Visit wlth BRUX
ty Joan Extrom

In VD #98 PRUX reported his version of my visit. This is my version and is to be
read in corjunctlon with A Visit from Joan on pages 43-45 of that issue.

BRUX picked us up in F’lushing What be failed to meport is that his car cverheats.
Samantha was delighted at ths sight of his radlator spewing waterxr ald cver. Then we
gol to walt 10 minutes while he searched for the radlator cap.

After ths car was loaded wlth our Iluggage, we headed upstate, with Samentha in
her car szat in front between BRUX and ne, and Deadwood stuifed in the tack seat along
with ths other excess baggege. We drove and drove and drove. 1 finally asked, "Are
we almost thexe”? only t¢ be informed that we weren"t evea out of the Bronx yet. I'm
Just not used %o big citles!

I took several naps on the 4 hour trip. Thls is not fo lmply that BRUX is not a
brilliant conversationalist, but I had besen very sick for 1% weeks (wbile crossing
1,000 miles of the U,S5.) with what we'll call pneumonia for lack of a better diagnosis,
A dector in Flushing prescribed 3 kinds of medloation and by the time of the visit with
BRUX I was feeling much better, but was still quite tired,

We stopped for 2 suack. 7T had hardly eatsn for a week and still wasn't very
hungry but marnaged to nibble at a grilled cheess sandwich and some melcn, all the
whlle watching BRUX down an entlre chicken dinner ~- obviously io kesp up his strength
for the rest of the drive,

I had fallen in love with upstate New York several years agc when we lived in
Ithaca, and fell in love all over again with the countryside on the drive to Alex‘s.
There are lots of old houses that have been beautifully restored. The Lordas live in

one, which is filled with antlgues that Mrs. Loxrd (who runs an antique shop) collscts.
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Alex and her ypaxents axe Just about the unicest, friendiiest people you wouwld ever want
te meet. We sal and talked for a while, then tied a folding bved (boryowsd from the
Lords) into the airesdy-overloaded trumk and headed for Albeny. leaving tehicd two
poopy diavers for alex®s feaiber to dispose of.

At 2HA Guanry Drive {does that address sound familisx?) we met Mrs. Linssy and
BRUX’s sister, Judy. His brother Brian nevsyr showsd up, bul we becane good friends
with Brian®s dog Bebel, a large, ranbuncilous, very aifectionats pooch who loves o
eat ice cubea. Judy showed me an arvicle that she had writien that wss printed in
the Albany newspaver. Good wrxiters must run in that Tamily. That was the only chanoe
we got to see Judy. 1 would like to have {talksd ic her more. DHRUL berrovwed soms
blankeis, sheets, sand plllows which succeeded in compdstely £llling up the back seat,
all #he vay to the celling. Poor ¥en,

Than, fiually to BRUXL’s apaviuent, the vpper floor of an older hwouss. It may aot
be habr-proofed or hava nuch Furnitwroe and it needs surtelins, but it wms clean. 1
could evon sit on the tollet without fear of belng attacked by any ucidentifled floxa
or fama. Jot bed for s dbachelor. And be evern hat z nlcer st of measuring cups than
¥ 4o,

BRUX haf asvsd what to have on hand for Samantha’s meale, and he certalnly was
prepared -- tio refTigzrolor wes absoclutsly packed with appls julce, yogurt, bagels,
milk, end cheeze. Ha’s already vepoeried the Cihewexios spllis. Be glad all you imd to
do was swesp thom uwd, DRUX., Try vacumming Cheeries out of shag cavpst some tima.

A8 Tfor the Yeniucky Fricd Chicken incident, BRUX Piew it all out of proportion.
fes, I did ask to go to XFU, bub not for the xeason he would have you btelleve, I was
Juet teginning to fesl lllte eating {or ths Lirsit dime in ovsr a week, mashed polatees
and gravy scunded very tempting, and XFU s 3 rellisble place to get them. OK. I711%
adnit that I ate ons spall plece of chicken, hut I was mainly laterested in tie
petatoes and gravy. And we mavaged to finlsh the meal desplie BRUX's entertaining
stories avoul when he used 4o work st a KFC, ({Doomiss intsrzsted in that story
should go vack to VU #87 for the details.)) :

Sinee wy appetite was comlpg back and T love food, we ale subt often and hlghiights
included lobster bisque and coconut cream pie (which 1°@ esn crsving ever slnce bing
prenant with Smaariha) But the nicest meal of all was at the “olynesian restauxsit.

After ihe meal, we opened cuy fortune cookles, OSapantha’s forture read, "Slop searching

forever, happinese is Just nezt to you.™ I assume that’s becauss I was slitlng 'walde
her, BRUW°s fortaus was, "You will atiract culiured and artisiic peoplz to youw
home." ¥ell, coviousiy he alrsady had. Wy foritune contairned the good rdvics, "Jif
you continnally give you will continually have.” Doez that mezn I'1l win the Soczotes
Avard??

We spent two svenings with BRUL’s cousins Rob zud Al Jill Proskin and their two
sons., David, who i3 Samantha’s age, is known as the “"Supy wrestlexr” because of hils
stocky bulld. It wes nlce w0 talk to JYI1 and compare unotes and frustratlons on
mothering an 18-month -¢ld.

The last day was our visit with the fameus Simen Billenness (farous for telrg the
cne to intreduc: Cathy Cunning o Diplmmaay) and hls flances, Bavhava Passoff. They
sat entwined in each othiers® ams, zmaking goo goe eyes al sach clbey, and exchanging
1ittie kisses at the end of each sentence., After 63 years of marrviage, 1°d forgobien
what 1i°s 1ike to h: young and in love. {Deadwcod and I haven't acted 1like that Zor
years.) I thoroughly enjoyed Simon®s British mccent {and the comments zbout the
“crockery and cutlery” he sncounters on hls  job as az dishwasher), and he even gave
me an autographed copy of Flame, which is the firs+ Brlitish zine 7°d had a chance o
see (except for the copy of Danver Glont that Csthy Cunaing let me hold for a few
seconds).

Back to Quarry lzive to enjoy the alr coneltloning anéd %o try keeping both Pobal
and Samantha eniertained, She tried olimbing the stelrs but fell and got a huge iimp
on her forshead, which promptly turned a lovely shade of ¥lack and biue. Krs. Tnsey

A
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cooked a wonderfnl turkey dinner (my absolute favorite meall) for cur *last suppex“,
We ate and talked and then laft her with a sink full of dirty dishes sc BRUX could
deliver Samanths and me to the motel where we wevs meeting Ken's pavenits. {And their
firat qupstion was, "What happened to Samantha's forehead?")

All iIn 211, the vislt was lots of fun, though I was still recuperating. BRUX was
a wanderful host and deeexrves a medal for putting up with us, He also gets lots of
-thanks for providing transpordatlicon, arrvanging the lunch wiih Jim Makuc and the phone
calls with Mlke Baruo and Mellnda Holley, taking us to meet Simon and Baxrbara, and
entertaining Sementihs. But po thanks for teaching her o cackle as she drops playing
cards over her head. Auyway, 1 hope we have a chance 1o be your hosts sometlme, BRUN.

By the way, folks, the punchllne is, "Do you have anything io stop this coffin?*,
for anyone wio caves.

((Thet punchline was alsc hidden in the quotes at the end of 2y artlcle, so there!
Joan agroed to let me szun all her articles for fres in exchange for my treating her
tc dinnex. I thank har for thess two articles.

Apd I know I'm right about the Kentucky ¥iled Chicken, It's true that Joan only
ate one little place, but I locked out of the corner of my eye snd saw her &nile while
she @34 itl))

Thanks to Gary Coughlan for sending in the folleowlng lisi of definitions of
German words pertaining it motoring. These weye originally printed in Gary Plper's
British sine, The Hoad Goes Ever Onward #13.

Exhaust Fumess
Highway Codes

Indicators: Dle Blinkenleitsn Tickentocken
Auto Hoods Pullnob und Kaucklechopper
Punctures Die phlatt mit Bludyfucken

- Laarnex: Die Twatten mit Elplatz
Estate Cax: Dexr Bagmerroomfurschagginkinauto
Windshleld ¥iper: Dexr Fllppeaflappenmuckenschpreddsr
Foot Brake: Dexr Edbangercnvindschreen Stoppenquick
Gear levers Biggensaticken fur Xangaroochoppen
Breathalysexs Die Puffitintem fur Pisienarsen
Seat Belts Der Klunkenklikker Frauleintrupper
Headllghta:s Das Dippendontdagzelubastad

Der XKoffundschpitipoluter
Der wipan fur arsen

Fog Warmings Die Puttenlegdownen und Fukkitt
Traffic Jam: Die Bluddifukkink Dammundilast
Rear Seat: Dexr Schpringentester

Tires: Flattfahrtsg

Backfire: Dexr Lawden’tangemiekkenjmpen
Juggernauti Dexr Fukkengrott Trukken
Accidents Dor Bledinmess

Neax Accidents Der Fukken Near Schittenselfen
Garages Der Heiway Hodberung

Cyclists Der Padallpushink P£illokken
Skid: Daxr Bananngn Waltzen

Double Whits Linasss
Exhausts

Overtakan wnd Krunchen
Spitzenpoppenbangentiuben



54

by Handolph Smyth

Naked Divlomacy

The queaiica which confronts any tstlerwthan-average player in the cowrse of z gaue
ie whe to atisck. T'p ot referring to a tactical decision Yesed on a stab oppoxtumity,
nor a straisgical one vhere a glven mation is sure 1o get in your way; vor yet a
*fxiendshlp” case whsre 3 cholce beiween potential long-temm silles must be made.

Ho, this is a privt of Diplomacy at iis wost naed. If &lx orvonents include one
with an exmeallant republstion ~- one whom you feax may be ycux ‘?L\pemgr ~- and five
nlnowns who arven’t distingulshing themseives in their letters, should you glly with
the goo‘ yvlayer and attempt to crush the west [giving vou escond place even if he doss
choose {0 oulmansuver you in the last phase) or attempt to put wgesthe‘r an alliance
agam‘au pim (which, if successful, leaves wou the most compsiaat player remaining with
& good shot at a win of your own)?

Owiously this depends %o aome extent on tw real as Wil as the relative abvility
of the cothar pla; We'll assume thad the good playor does huve the vuputotion of
stabbing for The win, and that the oihers are capabls enough w ounderatond a logleal
srgument and cacvy through wlih a strategy ouce a decizien iz nads {b“bj; 1 thak
1deal!). This is the only way that the sscond option makes Ssuse, since yowr oniy
trump ozad {3F your rival is 88 good a negotieior as you fear) A48 improseing the shsep
with the danger of letiing the ogre gei oo strong. Your dscizion will Tarely Lo
baead on youwre sotwal sbllity; as guaged by an outsidex, Tul on your self-imagze, w»hich
is oftern gquite a dl\ilsxant thing.

Hot alwaya; of course, A pzrsod who mally hallsvos himeelf to be no good ail tho
game i=ally 1s no gosd, since a corteio minimum  amount of confidence is necsssaery
v a3 pm mm ('m trw atmr hand, someone vwho balleves himself Godfs gift 4o the
hobby isn’i usuvall ;» all that hot, elther —-- and otnoxious in ihe hergaln.

Hem'werg I Aot \m.nk alther type stays on the scene for very long. A Mors
realistic oullosnk iz therefoxe thy rule rather than the axcepticn. Mosi people have
a fairly good idea of whore thelr strengibs and weaknessss lis, even when they
wouldn'’t dare xevezl theix self-analyses to a scul! Are you good at maintaining twe-
way deals, or 4o you prefer %o orchestrate multi-player alllanz:s? {If you can®t do
alther, gei out of ﬂiplcmacja) If you have tactical or stralezgical planning weaknesses,
can you plug the dike with one of the lonser players who sosme te bhave s knack in
this one smrea” If uot. you'd belter be sure of five allliance menbers vsg o rather
than foux ve. thres... Again, do you consider yourself percepilve -- can you ferret
out a half-truth in time to halt a succeseful atabd? How much Lime can you davote to
the game, and wihad effect will thils have on your relaticnshipe? Wnfortunataly, an
accurate Judgement on all of these factors 18 somsthing that ths goed player will iy
to prevent, to his ocwn ultimate heneflt.

Personally, I°d still sdvise sticking with the goud player at the outset. 43
long as you're able %¢ convince him vet te Wil you immediataly, your opening ashomild
be carefree. AS you get io know hinm, mw,:;}:e you'll note a few wezknssses of his own
that you can meke use of at the right tims. If worst comes to worst and he gete ihs
upper hand, at least you'll have learued something from your alllsnce with him, %o be
usad in future ganes.

(ne of the proWisms wiith the all-or-nothing approach is that it depends on getitlng
thres others sclidly behind you, in the Face of a detexmined affort by a presumatly
stronger player to make alliances of hls own. Oply if his revputatlon 1s truly lunfamcus
can you hope to convince a majordty of indiffayent players to gu afisy him -- and Af
you succsed, be probadly wmasn®t worth all your - wexzry and wezk in thae first place’

{((The proulem is that's it‘s rarely thiz clear~cut. Generally in a game you ve
1likely to encounier a moxe varled mix of players than one sharpis and five Ignowvsui,

axcluding vourseli. So this article 1s a bit more “"hypeiheilcal” tlan moest of ferdoiph’s

others...but it was fun to read anyway.))

»
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{(EdAtorial note here, Doomiss. This stoxy was hand-delivered late ome night
last week by a pleasani-looking lady of about 35, wearing a  sevenisenth-century
bail gown.

"Sorry to distuxb you at this hour, Mr. Linesy," she sald when I opened the door,
"but my empioyer wented me to deliver thls lmmedlately, and it's only midnight back
heme." She hended me a packet. "You'll find it's one very nice article for the
hundredth issua of The Voice of Doom. I hope you snjoy it."

Feing scmewhat confused by the fact that ashe had awoken me at 2 A.M., not to mentlon
tbe fancy dwvess, T was only able to mumble a sleepy thanks as she turned away fm
my apriment.

I closed the 3cor and was stumbling towards my bed when from out on the s.t:neet I
heard the words, "Hliyo, Frederick and sway.” Rushing to ny window, I saw ouislde a
wingad wloorm laapine into the air with the woman on its back. GCircling twice, they
turned westward and were gone,

It wes then that ( mealized the authorship of the following artlele, for as anyone
whu veads 'I"m Dlnlomat knows, only one Doomis has a falry godwctber who writes his
press for hime )

The Yery Last Doomie in the Whole Wide Woxld

A Tale of How BRUX Caused the Apocelypse
by Rob Schmunk

Part the Flrst

The river slid slowly by the amall dock on which the horseman stood. Hls goal lay
on the other side, but there was no conveyance by which he might reach the opposite
shore., His eyes alighted then on the small Yell hanging from a post at the end of the
dock, and hs stepped forward and swuug the clapper next to it.

Shortly after the high-pliiched peals had finished echoing across the water, he saw
a amall boat nose out from among ths bushes Just acrose from vhexe he stood., As he
walted, an old man haltingly pushed the boat into the xiver and began to row across.

The carsman was apparently having 41fficuliy making way against the sirong currents,
nut ten minutes later he reachsd the dock. Looking upward at the horseman standing at
the end of the plavking, hs fell into a coughing fit. "“God, I can‘'t do thls mu...
(hﬂ*}o.oﬂ“ﬂh 1036820 The old mooo(hnhh, hnhh)aonudy can't take fi@ung the rivex
like it used to, Been doing...{gasp)...for nigh on £ifty years now. What do ye want,
sonny?™

*{ would like you Yo carry me to the other side, old man,” the horseman said,
sorewhai impatiently.

The old mau grimacsd. "No respect for aged and infirm, is that ths way...{cough}..-
of the world these days? Course when I was youngsr they used to hi,.., hl..., hlde
the o0ld people away and forget about them."

The youngsr man replied, "Excus¢ me, anclent onp. I meant no disrespect, but I
have traveled many days and now I sensge that my goal is near.”

The old man appeared somewhat mallified. "Oh? Where you headed, sonny?*

*1 seek the anclent sage across ths river, he who lived in the days of man's
greatness and who lived through the Pirestorm. I desire to ask him of how man fell."”

"Well, hell, kid. Go no further, that's me,” ths old man sald, standing a bit
straighiser as he was reminded of his awesome reputation. “Now that you know who I am,
how ebout making it mutual?"

"I am called Talvin, great sage,” the horseman sald as he dowed before the ancilent.



Part tha Second

They had cxossed the wiver and come tc 2 small cabln whexe the old man resided.
After sharing a small meal of potato salad and smoked teef Jerky carried by the
younger man, the sage was ready to toll him tale. He seitled back againet a lcg near
the small fire thoy bad made before the cablan’s eniranca and began to reminizce,

“Umin, yes, lei’s suve here. The apocslypss happsned, gosh, oh 1L nust b= sixiy
years ago nov. ‘Twas 1995 and this iz, ummm, 2056, I tbink. Yep, I guess slxty yesrs
is about right. A1) kinds of sordid nastiness ithat was: crap falling out of the sky,
people golng bughouse, animals coming out of the hills, I can tell you alinost anyidiag,
which paxt do you want to hear ahout?”

Talvin thought oy 5 moment, and decldad, "What was the Pirestomm? All the olev
chlafe remenbs: now is that people dled in tre hundreds.”

"Oh, much morxe than hundreds, more like numdreds ¢f hundweds of hundreds of
hundreds,® the anclont zeplled, "Well, filrst ¥ suppose I zhould tell you about what
we used Yo <all suclear weapons: theose woexrs the Ltsms that started the destrustiion of
men, to bs followad later By diseasos and slclmsssss thet nade yovr siin surl.”

He thought Ioxr a moment, and then asked, "How's your irazinationt”

Tk yowng man, still shaxen by the concept of hundreds to the fourth powsz,
numbled something. wiilch the ssge took as an afflrmative.

“That’ll probably do, then. Uell, imagine a pillar of fixs, so tell 1t reached
frogs the ground hisgher than the clouds and that caused ithe earth to shake beycrd ths
horigon, that was whal & nuclear weapon could Jo,* the old nman desexibed, swooplng his
arms up inte th2 sir to emphasiza the size of the plilaxr snd then shaking like a lezf.
The younger aman wos sultably impressed.

"Soumds ugly, doa’t 1t? Well, lmagins a hwndred hundred of %hose geolng off, all
over the world. Thai was the Filrestorm. Thoy threw =0 much cxrap Into ths air that
1t’s only summer onc month a year these days. Tell me, you came down frca the noxib.
is thexe 1ce in the hilis now?"

The young man nodded. "Oh yos8, even in this land of stinking weters and sisamy
pools the ice covers the valleys all year.”

"Oh, damn, ths Yellcwstone ice cap iz forming, that’ll piss off the grlezliss
moxe than a Texas tourist,” the cld man sald cryptically. "Well. anyway. the reazon
it’s s0 cold is that these nuclear devices would tear away scli from the ground and
throw it so high thet 1t hasn't fallen in sixty yesrs and blocks the rays of ihe sun
from warming what’s telow. ‘

"To give you apothex idea of what these auclear devices could do, you've leard ot
the gzyeat glass orabter thai®s abonil twe daye ride west of bLer?, haven®t you?™* the old
man queriad.

"I have eveu secn 1t. ’'Tis Fifty man-helghts desp snd vexry faxr across,” Talvin
replied,

“That’s where a bomb went off,” iths old man =xpisined. “7The enemy declidad thers
was sompething out there in the desert that they didn’*t like, and in one flash it wes
all gone. What's worss is what happened to sverything north of there whea sowe of tne
dirt fell out of the sky as the winds tlew it that way. All the people and zll the
animals sickened bscause the dirt was polsoned, and they disf in great agony. Thie
place here was lucky, for if the wind had been comling frum the west, the dust would
have fallen here."

The youmger man looked pensive. "I have wondered why they call those marches i
Dead Zone. I have seen the skeletons of man and beast allke and wondered what felled
them together."

"Well, nukes wersn®t very discrimlinatory. No prejudice to race, coler. o2reed,
age, gender, cr speniss.”
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Talvin thought about nuclear weapons for a while, and then asked; "Sage, why were
these weapons used?”

The old man looked at him for a momnst, and then replied, "Jusi a moment, kid,
I #ant to show rou something." He stood up and sntexed the cabin., Talvin could heax
shuffling arcund inside, moving things and muttering, "It’s around here somewhere.
The damn thing’s too big to lose.” Shortly later, he resppeaxed holding something
very heavy 1a hie amms,

“What is that, revered one?" vt

The =age dropped the object at the yownger man's feet, and then Talvin zealized
that 1t was a stack of rare paper, as thick as hls hand was long. He psexed at the
top sheet and, dredzing up knowledge that his clan's elders had sc pstiently lmparted
to him, reed the faded woxrds, "What’s this @#%: thing blocking my front door?
Cnmigawd, it's ithe hundredth issue of The Voice of Doom."

Paxt the Thixd

Orce agaln Talvin asked the old man, "What is that?"

"Ii°s what we used to call a Diplomacy magazine, though I think it was eventually
asaignod en internaiional standard book mumber," the sage replised.

*Diplomacy?”

*Cops, forgoi that nobody plays 1t any more," the old man appeared shocked,
but went ou. "Back in the old days, there was z game called Diplomacy, in which seven
players would fight for contxol of a place called Burope. They all started the game
roughly eqiwl and it mas ohly by negoetlating with each other that they could grow.
This bundle of psper is a oollection of treatises written about the game some seventy
ysars ago."

“It must sey everything there was 0 know about the game,” Talvin replied,
etaring at the very thick bundle.

"Oh, no, not by a long shot, though this one collecilon was five times thicker
then any that had come out befors. Why it was 1100 pages thick," the old man said,
"though I think I‘ve lost a few over the years. Mice kept trylng to nest in it."

"It sust have been a great effori, ons man writlng so many pages."

The 0ld man smiled. "Oh, 1t*s true that it was a great effort, but it vWasn't
mexrely ons man. There were about 100 wbo wrote the material contained in that lsswe
of The Volce ol Doom, though it was up io one to do ths work of collecting and
assembling it ail,”

"Ons hundred," Talvin echoed.

"Ch, yes. Hers, let me show you.” The 0ld man sat down nexi to the bundle of
papers and began to leaf through it. “Here®s a good one, maybe one of the bwst that
was in here, The Press Club Sirikes Back, by Cupcake Knlght. That one was truly a
great sffort, Why, you can see it took seventesn pages all by itself, all of it a
great spoof on one o the popular entertainments of the day. And right after it, the
incomparable I'll Take Unbreakalle Alliances for $40, by Dave Kleiman. Not zo long,
true, dut Just as Tunny as Press Llup, I have to admit Dave had qulite a sense of
humor in those days. And here's anothor from the same game, perhaps cne of the most
intimate tales in ihe collectlion. ‘Ywas Whiskers Gets Even, or The Cat that Flays
Peich May Come Back wlth a Nuclear Bomb, a story by Richard Reilly. Bit of explanation
behind that one, you Knows turns cut that Whiskers was a cat that belonged to
Kleiman, who had besn feuding with Rq:llly off and on for a year when this lssuwe of
The Voice of Doom came out.”

yomgsr man was beginning to appear a bit mystifisd; his brow wa.s knitted
together as hes asked, "You speak as if these ta.lea were humorous, Weren't these peopla
serious about this game of Diplomacy?"

*Oh, yes, quite,” the old man replied. “I guess I need to explain a little more
here. You ses; getting the edge over another player in Dlplomacy often extended to




trying to prove that you were move clever than he. The =asisst way to do that was o
write humorous siorise about the game you were plzying, stories that wore mors clever
than the storles he would write, You seored a doutle coup if you cculd lnsulu the
other playerzs at the same time, but only if the 1nsult was meant in good fun and

you didn®t rsally mean it. Rellly was good at that becsuse he would insisuate that® s
wrete evexyioedy eles's atuff, and they pretended it was thelrs.”

Tedvin was rezlly in the daxk zfter that blt of information., "They ilusulled eavh
other without mC"m- ug what they sald?® He sounded shockad.

"0f cowsse. I was coneldersd bad sporismenshlyp, ov gawssmanshlp, or whaisver, in
stard c¢alling earh other names bacause you didn't like sach other. Most sverybody
felt thet if you uwented to do that, you shouvldn’t ianvolve the hundyred and scmes peocuie
who xoad The Veolce of Deom. ERUK was pretiy erplicli aboubl that, a8 I rememtex.”

"(\A”l’"

The old man coriinusd leafing through the velume, “Course there was & lot moxe
in hezs than Just that one single game. There were of course ths usual leiters, knowa
ag The Gosslp Coluwn, sboui 250 pages of them., And there wsve lois ol nifty artisles,
mere than you couid expact to mead In s week. Just lislen 1o some of these titles.”

He proceedsd wo rattle off words and nemes that meant nothlng to Talvin, sho
soon found himself =staring into the flvs, thinking aboul whet nuclear bombe could do.
in the background, he could just barely hear the sage seying, “...budsgan, oy B4
Wrebvel, foilowed by Docmies of the Years The RIGEL Flavers. ‘That one was praity “ig
but 1t was probably the most 1mporta,nt single articls, too. Those guvs deserved th
honny. though. Let’s ses, after that came The Diplomacy Black Hole:s An Explanation
of the Theory of Lettar-Antiletier Aunihllation, by Robext Schuumk, That one was
pmt ty stuffy SsOUNGANg, VUL it wa® an exceiiont satlme of an article from a physics
Journal, 1f you covld make 1t to the end. OFf course, Mark Derch came up wiil The
Hestern Triple: A FPraviously Unlmagined FPlan of Attack. Saems like he always  had
another article in Progrees about how Lo Tlay ihe gare. Gh, yes, forgot abourt these

carinons; soms were goed, dut BRUX had a habli of including some reelly vtlgaﬂ atui:*‘
Thex A (Ming Conirvversy: No Deception, Greater Good, an analysis by (who else?) Mak
Berch, again. Big BLink aboub ihe FIGHL gama Just ithen because of some semi~faie
orders. Rolling a (ne, by Eric Kenme, that was 2 good cone. He and BRUX were always
argulng with sach othex, Jjust for the sake of argulng. It made for some good “imes in
the middle of the bitter fighte that wexe golng on elsevwhezs srowmd then. Hers's
another sericusly wrltten one, How 1o Play az a Subatitute with Honor, by Edaund
Jedry., Good guv, Ed was. Too Yad he lfwed In Chicago when twhings got nasty in "G4,
Oh! This ome was 2 delights Alex's Column: An Aloa:nl Diviemat in King Juan Carle:u’
Court, by Alex Loxd. °’Twas ths first Ltem she'd Gone 3o a yaar, and e 1ot of us nas
been looking foxie.."

He was interrupitsd suddenly, when Talvin came cut of hls reverle,

Pa;"; the Fourth

“Revered one, though you have shown me something rare and preclous, a collsctlon
of writings from before the Firestorm; what does it have to do with ithe Flrastorms™
The old man smiled. "Yes, perhaps I have been remlss, Talvin, and I suppese that

I must stop here and explain something else to you. I have told you that The VYolce of

Doom 41d play a significant role in the history of man, that its falthful did bring
about disaster in dimensions unluwagined, but I have not told you the secret name %y
which these people wors kpown.”

Talvin looked oven more puzzled, wonderiug what the ancient was speaking of thls
time. "By what name were they called?”

"Just one small word were thsy kncwn, the word ‘Docmiss’,” the old man staled
as 1f revealing ihirty-eight great secvets with cne byeath.

*
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"Doomites? Do you mean that they wsre devoied to doom, to works of evll and the

 relgn of the Master of Sin? You mean that they cauesd all the horrors for the sake of

cavsing misery?"

“Ah, no. You michear me., I said ‘Duomles?®, which 1s a different word entirely,”
the 0ld man explalned. "The difference of suffixes ~- that‘s what you call the end
of 2 word ~- nakos a significani difference in the meaning of the word. By uelng -ites,
we would meen °‘the followers of?, and though ~ies tends to imply a xelatlonship, it is
not 8¢ strdet in ils sense."

The cld men paused to gather breath. "Whether the use be sffectlonate or dexogatory,
1t makes no difference, but the woxd ‘Doomie’ sald that the person named was greatly
affected by whatever occurxed within the peges of thls significant manuseript, The
Voice of Deom. For those whoss llves centered around 1t, forsaking the rest of the
¥orld, ohexe was the name 'Screaning Doomie', but Doomle sufficed to identdfy the
rest of the falthfvl.®

“Your meaning is 111l hidden fxom we by clouds of log, revexed one,” Talvin said.

The old man snorted as i1f from impstlsnce, bul continued, "What I have just sald
1 that there wers psople devoted to tha appearancs of this colisctlion of writinge.”
He thunped the great tome with his knuckle to emphasize the point.

*You see, this izsus hexe was so blg that BRUX was never ahle to afford to publlash
another. He was toially bankrupt and had to file what they used to call Chapter 11.
BRUX disgppoared afier that. I suppose the shame was 30 much that he couldn’t bear
1o hang exround for pwople W point at him and say, 'See, I told you s0.*' You'’d hear
Turors, but only a cocuple of pazcple ever heard from him again.

"iknG so, you sse, this was the very last isaue of The Volcs of Doom that ever came
out. Whan it dled, never to agzaar agaln, thesc Doomiss were Gesolats. Their lives
vere wade supty, as stark as the glase crater to the west of us. And like any people
whcse lives have besn holed by something precious which is lost or destroysd; they
had to find somsihing to veplace 1i.” He stoppsd again, his weak lungs betraying his
advanesd age.

Talvin reached for his canteen, dbut ithe anclent ralsed his hand. “NHo, no, I'll
be fine in & second.”

¥ith a great wheeze, he continuved, "Yes, that's what happened. When The Volce of
Doom failed to appear again, these people twrmed to something different; four committed
sulclde by assorted meauns, eleven were committed to mental institutions for depression
and/or alcoholish, seven turned to varicus forms of crime, three began authoring tales
of intriguws andf/or fantasy, but the largesi contingent, seventy-one people strong,
egtamd politica aud statecraft, thinking to apply ihelr experience to iths management
of the land.

“In a mere eight yoars, most of this latter group becams lmportant men in
the affalrs of Amsrica, the name by which this land was once called. They became
maponsible for decidlng how thelr country was to conduct itself with the rest of the
nations on earth. They decided who zhe friends of thelr coumtry were, who the enemies
were, who to axpleit, and who to support.” ‘The old man sat dback and looked smug.

*Do you mean to tell me that these men were the onas responslble for causing the
Fivestorm?" Telvin askad.

“Ah, at long last you undersiand me without my telling you everything,” the
ancient ons chortlsd. "These seventy-ons were indeed the destructers of the earth.
ATter thelr years of playing Diplomacy in The Volce of Doom, they were all convinced
that they could do slmost anything and get away with it,"

The 014 man's attitude shifted abruptly as he said sadly, "They were, of course,
quite wrong. After a few years of ileir management, America found itseelf without
friends anywhere else in the world, and soon after that, the boadbs started falling.”

Both men stared at the fire, pondering the resulis of such overconfidence. After
a while;, Talvin looksd up and asked, "Revered ome, how is it that you know all about
these depressed Doomies and how they ended the world?”

The 0ld man raised his head, but his eyss remained unfocused, psrhaps looking
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back over the dscades. Softly, he sald, “Oh, it®s very simple. I was one of them,
not ore of ithe big seventy, but still ons of thenm.
"But now, Y'm Jjust the very last Doomie in the whole wide world.®

((Gulpi ¥erhaps I shouldn't fold, after 2117 I do hope that this sitory dosst’t
turn out to e zxophetic. r
Thanks, Rob, and sixtsen free issuss of aub credit «~ go buy yowrself a plzmal))
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¥rom Fol 82 Me #133

The Helpful Epemy

by Handolph Smyth

Yes, ¢énenmles can scmetimes tuxm out to be your best friends. Teke this exempls:
you've acouwmviated 16 centers with a win wilihin easy meach, hui your loyal aliy hasa't
done so well., VYou've promised him second place for his efforis, but he's oniy got =
canters, and at the other end of the board sits a corner power with 10. Your optinne
ave o play it ont, taking 5 gmme years ox moxrs to grind down the 10~-center fellow
without meaching 13 youwrsalf; or to siad your friend. I nomelly play it ous. 1f cnly
tecauss word will ctherwlse get arownd aboub how you treat your wnfortwmate allles; b
in the proceas, one can hardly avoid thinking, "Gee, how much sasier this would e ¥
that *friend® of nine would only attack mel®

That's an extyiome case, but there ave othexs whexe a convanlent neviral or smeny
zah de far wore for your game than ths most well-meaxning frisnd in the sawme positiorn.

I the origlar) reason you Yscane emenles was becauzs the other guy is an incompsient
5,0,8., then the declsicn to fight tha turker mey In itself win support elsewhere on

ths heard. This is true even 17 you have 14 centers and your ensmy hasg 2; sozatines

it pays to let hix live on for a while, if his ridiculous entice and personal offensiveress
is calling sttertion away from how close you arxe to taking it all...

A move capable snemy can be used to draw the heat off y2u. If bhe’s bigger than
you sre, the mwvopex piich can sometlmess forges alllances with ssveral other powars,
aimed at sicpplng the blg threat. 1The alllancs builder in stop-~the-leadar sltuaticns
cann often take mcsi of th: profit (since he has a larger input into the movement of
the total alliasce) widle incurring the least fear that he's ultimately out %o win
himzels (after all, hasn’t he put all that effort into presszving the balancs to
preveni a win? ~- be must be a nice guy...). Strange but truve, the guy respoushble fox
stopping the leadex will cfter be in the driver’s seat fox the wxest of the game,
assuming the leader can be driven back at all.

Even if the enemy 1s somewhat weaker, you can thexeby minimizge the observed pownr
af your own dominating position. Subizact his 6 mits from your 14, and suggest o
the other playerz that you therefore have only { “effective” units. Do not point
out that if you can wipe ths mnemy out with your 2-1 advantege. yow’ll heve & cleaw
win -~ a competent enemy will be trotting this argument out himself - but your oun
statemente may at least muddy the water for another exitical game year.

This is not to suggest that you should proceed %o act Zlke =n S.0,8 yourszlf in
order to increase the numbsr of your amsmies! Friends can occasionally Y= nulsanc:s,
but if anything sver goes wrong youxr allies aye your mest valusble asset. Bul when
you do find yourself confxonting an enemy, of whatever redative sise, don't daspalir:
use him,..hefore he uses youw.

((The tactic of using one’s enemies (or one’s own aliles) is one of the most
disgusting, low-down, slimy,...and effedtivel...ihings a Diplomacy player can doi})



The Gosslp Column 6 !
From Maxk Berch (8/21/6k): Paxrt I

Dear Bruce,

I want to respond to your comments on the *83AY affalr, because the account you
have given of it was in some respects incomplete and insccurate.

Kathy did indeed ask for my analyslis and evaluation of the situation, end 1
recommended that the game be called irregular, an opinion that I still held. I must
emphasize that there wers two, and only two, factors in my decision, and so far as
1 know they were the same two that Kathy actually relied upons

i. Drawling of the ccuntries was not done by the GM, or under his supervlision, but
rather was turmed over to one of the players, ((Ron)) Bromn. He himself did not de
it, but rathsr had Kusgynskl do it, under his supervision. This is completely improper.
This is a Ming function, and cannot be transferred to a player. I have never heaxrd
of a GM doing any such thing. The playsr did not draw the countrles, but ii{ was done
under the player®s supervision, at the player's house, etc. You are misslng the point
here sbout = “delegation”. Of course, the CM can delegate this, to some degree,

He can have his kid drav the counirieas from a box. Although the GM 1s not doing the
actual drawing, it's done under his supervision, under his eye. Similarly, yes,
there is nothing wrong with Woody turning his games over to Olsen for s season or
two, What these two have in common with each cther, but not with °83AY, was that
there was nc player involved. (E.g. Olsen was not a player.) There is a barrier
between the GM and player roles, and it must not te breached. Wwhen it 1s, there is
plenty of precedent for the geme belng called irregular. The simplesti case 1s when

a playex's role 1s the GM's as well, 1l.e. the (M 1s a player. That happens, and the
game is then irrvegular. The same goes for GM related to player, or living with player.
Each situation 1s different, agresd, But there 1s a barrisr betwesn thelr rolds, and
that must be kept up.

2. The GM told a sensitive plece of information, giwen to him in confldence by
Stafford, to Brown. It is absolutely essentlal that 1f a player tells the GM some-
thing sensitive about the game, about his plans, that the GM keep his mouth shut. You
gsay, "ths GM let it slip." It wamn't quite that way at all. The (M first approached
Brown {the player and pubber) and said that he needed a standby. Brown asked him
vhy. The GM then, as I underssand it, secured an agroement that Brown would not be
changing his orders. Once he had that, he told Brown what Stafford had told him in
confidance. -

You argue that since Stafford didn’t actually resign, it couldn’t have affected
the game, but you have it backwards., It was his staying in the game which put him in
a position where he could be harmed by the QM’s acts. The fact that Stafford later
changed his mind doeen't mean it couldn't affect the game. Look, 1f the (M told (prior)
to the deadline) youwr orders to another player, that would be wrong, and you‘d be
harmed, regardless of whether you changed them or not. The @4’s actlons mesant that
prior to the deadline, another player had this dlrect line to your thinking at a
certain point. The players then knew that Stafford‘'s commiiment to the game was
pretty slight, and whe would want to ally with someone like that?

It might be argued that Broun's promise not to change his orders prevented any
problems, Not so, Brown was under no obligation to keep his mouth shut about this
Julcy plece of information, and he'didn’t., He told at least omne other player, who
told another, atc. And others in the game could change their oxders. Even if they
didn®t actually change those orders, it’s quite possible that someone was going to
change his orders, then heard the info and decided (o leave the orders as they were.

As for this talk about collusion and cheating, you just had to throw that in,
didn’t you? Neither I nor Kathy nor Rod came to any such conclusion. I don't see
any evidence for cheating or any dishonest acts. A holding of lrregularity does not
require a finding of dishonesty. If the GM, for example, 1s a plyer in the game, it's
irregnlar, even if thexe®s no evidence of cheating. Your speech about Ron's integrity
is fine, and I wouldn't hesitate to recommend him as a G, but you are missing the
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point. The labeling of irrvegulsr is because of a GM's conduci, not & player’sa
conduct. I don’t ss2 that Ron as a player 4ld anything wrong.

Un a 8ide pelut, not dlrectly velated to the actual events of 8341, o I don't
agree with your random-is-raudom mmasoning. ILook, suppose I'm drawlng courtrisz for
my gane, and I draw the cne cowntry I den't want. Well, now, I°11 Just 2358 e

drawn pleces beck and start il over again! When the GM asked, I’1Y sey, 7 duww the
phezas Wlndly from a hat,” oy 3ome suck. I oould arguebly eveas say thuw 1t mau g
randon draw, 20 iong as I don’t say thet thsre wes only one randon draw. Thore 15w
aven waye of pulling thls off when there ars wiilnesses, Tt I don®t wari to revesl
eny techniguas 1 might need in & FI¥ or tournament game sous day,

{(That’s all right, we'll be on the loskout for then now whenesver s play you P,

Your last paragraph 1s ridiculous, Mork. T pmsume you mow o iittls adbout
atatistics, When we talk sbout a raodem draw, we are refexying w a drew in wi;;.i,ch
the a prierl probability of deawing any ziven cowmtry 18 % out of 7. You am ro
trying to turn thet aveund by offering an exzampls in vhich the player. m»mg & r*mn
a comtry s doesn’t wanl, puts back the pieces and draws agzin, It la s thal thle
second draw is also random, and that the chances were agaln ons out of rovar wrai the
pleyor would draw any glven country . on thiz pertlieulir drew, uat
i whle 1s te ‘E:echniqne te e used then in fact tha chances are zers cut ol suven
will draw any other given country. And while much a draw (znrc eharm“fn: ".#3.,,
8a¥; oune out of six for the other couniries) is randem, tecknically, it does nol
aasign an equal probablility to sach of the countriss znd is thexeforw ol what we
meean by the tem "random drmw” iu Diplomecy. By this icken, youv could flip a coln
till you get heads, and then say that you goi heads with a yandom £13p of e osin!
tud you'rs right to say that this doesn’t pariain to *834Y &t sil, upless sonacne hasd
ghown that this sort of thing wnock vlace,.

I conceds one point of your argwment regarding '83AY: tne divulgsnes of the Facth
that a player wes esigning could have affected the game. Stiil, wnlsss it can e
shown conclusively that 1% did affect the game, I don’t think that's grounds enougd Jor
lrregularity. though L do sse thal reople could differ en thie point,

On the countxy selectdon, I can only repeat my osriginal argument tost the drawln;
of cowntries by random lot is xandom, and ﬁhe probabilities aren’t changed regarxileus
of who does tha drawing. I°m not 100% comfortable with the fact that the G delsgated
tha job to a player. I(khless evidence arlses indlcating that the draw w2 not rander —-
and by that you koow now that I mean \mifcmlx random for all players and countriss -~
then I hold to my opinion that this toco is not grouads for lrregularity.

Ths talk about collusion and cheating came up because thls was appevently the
sort of terminology used by Stafford, I will admit that 1t's a particularly senslilwve
point with me, since I was falsaly accused of same during the BLACK BOLE Atfulir, snd
I don’t 1ike to see this sort of accusation made growndleasity. I don’t {sel that
Stafford should have used this type of language at all, and were T thew INC T74 be
tempted to throw out his complaint immediately mless he could back up ths chargs.

Once again I will admit that it's not my decision to make -~ Y'm jJus’ discussing
it because it was brought up to me by = player and because it io 2 relevant topir.))

-~

From John Michslski (8/13/84)s

Hi Bruce, ,
I'm gaad to see you took my advice (and otlers) in golng public on inie Highlield
thing. ©Oa priaciple, as Tsllman'’s support confirms, such extracwrriculay activitlss
are bads in the situwatlon at land - @ serlous one, I belleve - printing the evidance
ahows that the primciples does not apply here.
The whole splsode lends credence to my underlying susplcion that Berch and Peerxy
concoctsd Hightleld just to give the Right wing & black eye...
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¥as it Raulerberg who wrote aboubl Kathy, saying betler to wait until she does
sopething cut of line before laumchlug this tlrade agalvst her? 1 have to agree.

The remarke you ackinowledged wers given in the heat of batile would be more propsrly
answered with & pirivate letter. Were she to rule all your games irveguiar because

she doesn®t liks you, she would e removed in short owxder. Bubt attacking the puwer of
the office over your current clash of -pesrsonalitles makes you look worse than her.
Hemfmbey a year or two back, when a prominent pubber we know was wder attack? He
overreacted 1w what was nothing but nams-calling, and T think ws sach wrote hin as a
friend to ssy "cocl it, it's not ihat big a thing.” 7T say the same thing now to you.
Stick insisad to whal Berch called the High Road in the days before he tuwrned
indicrous. Right now, Kathy holds 1t by default,

I suspect we will have a new RIC in fairly short order ln any case. I am not
cne to 1el) people not to feud 1f they are so inclimed, but let‘a leavs it as a personal
dispute rather than decrying the "power™ of the BHCship for exsrcising its legitimate
functions (i.e. the deskzaation of lrregular games), If there is any lezitimate
- exdticism dus that office, 1t 13 that recani BRCs have been tco wishy-washy in

callling a spade a spade, and an ixregular game an irregular game, as far as I'm
cenceyned.

. While I'm on negative nciss, thexe’s one more criticisa I have of an otherwlse.
good issue., Both you and Kelley write about how nice 1t would be if-and-when nchody
cares who 12 guweer or aot. Taat makes about as much sense az the bumper stickex
asking "Have You Kizsed a Lepexr Today?" let’s stop reprsssicn of {lashexrs alsog
they do less herm than the fags. I'm afrald that the defense of pexrveris "honor" is
not what I see as any highminded cause, not by a lcung shot.

One of the hrighter spois wre the letter from that Gexman fellow, who criticised
all +the ballyhoo of the 40th D-Day celebtwations. I laughed out loud ai that ons., He
had the perfect retort with that line about "if we Germans held such victory celebrations,
wo’d be having a holiday every week!" Terxrific. So many Germans, especially undex
the soclalist regimes they've had for 30+ yeaxs, are so afrald to even admit to
being Gexman, let alone acknowledge that thelr cownicy was invelved im a waxr once,
that I'm surprised West Germany isn’t renamed Bast Luxembourg., If our naticnal siogan
is In God We Trust, then Germany's would be I ¥asn‘t Involved, oxr We Just Obeyed
Orders., It was good to see theré’s still at lesast an widerlying sense of humor and
history thexre in a country ihat feels wargames are subversive Nagl plots.

({Are you referring to a leitter from VD? I don‘t have any recollection of what

it is you’rs talking about. Maybe I'm getting old, eh?

~ Ah, but you nissed the point in the discusslion of homosexuals. We were talxlug
about homosexuals, not perverts. Obviously the relatively few “perverts" out ibmre --
those who would hamm other people -- need to bs restrained. Bui John and I (and
others) weren't discussing this tiny minority. We were talking about the vast
majority of homesexuals who are complately norual and wouldn't conelder an act of
perversion any more than would you or I.

You call my dispute wiih Kathy a "perscnal .dispute” and refer to the ENC "exerclsing
its legitizats functlons", I camnot agree. Has the BNC gone beyond a “perzonal
dispute” whex she calls a, GM and threatans to pse the powsr c¢f her office against
him? Is this within the categ;;ry cf "legitimate fimctiona” of hexr office? I don’t
think soc., Can you imagine Béydrieln having done such a thing? Kendter? Ditier?
Walker? The weason I have been speaking out atout the power of the office is that
Kathy’s threat drove home to me the fact that she does indeed hold this power and is
willing to at least thresten to use it. I made a simllar -- and equally ill-advised -~
threat once to Carusc mgarding the Novice Packet; and was called down right away:

The only difference is that I wea dumb enough to put it in writing.

I will admit that my case would be stronger in the hobby’s eyes were Xathy to try
tc act on her threat. But if A1t makes me look bad to protest the threat anyway. so
be it. I°d rather look bad and be right than wimp cut and say nothing about
these avents.})
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From Herk Luedi (8/6/84);

Leaxr BRUX, »
I guess I should take a ‘wreak from typing address masters and answer =acme ol this
zountain of wail that's lying around heyes. Thank goodness for file fiddurs. 4 “ilck

in the butt for not bhaving more o shovel all the stuff I have arouwnd iwra into.. .

I...have here your petlilor regarding Feei ln Mouth and John Cerusc. I asiuriiy
sent  beck an FIM, oh, I guess i%t's bsen about a 2 month now. Kothl nE TEALY LeXr i:ﬁ.e,,-,
just vidiculously {scme adjective) blzh, and, a® pex asual, typed with & worn-oub
ribhon so that it would have locked mretty bad. {Now this ribbon here* This ritben
would never be used for s IMoBR unless I was on my last pa.ge or s¢ and Aldn'i havs
anything better. Hoy, do me s favor, will ya PRUK, pleoase, pretiy please? Jfou know
how I°ve got all these ribbons that I wani to get rid of, and VL's large readsrsaiip.. .
ah, Just kidding.) It was also not too long afier Rod Walker®s atatement ln fzebwon,
but I had pretty much promised myself that I wouldn‘*t b printing any E’J;Ef 5 anyway
quite soue time ago (mid-May?) wnless the quality was worthy. It deesn v soumd as
though pubiishers will be eseing any uwnisss ibay want them (per the la wst ¥hl beatonia)
{4nd frenkly. do you know of any who de/would?) Tn essence, 1% seema that the issie
tas besn, at least somewhat, resolved. Roving sulwines ars, in genera“:« a hazarl to
tne publisher, anyways. One always gets one wien one least expects 1o \.swme tines thel
$s & Plus, somsiimes not). I must confess that 1 solicited (in a manncy of spesiilng)
ths Mos Lisleys that appeared in MMoBRe 5 and 7. and John fMichalski bas most de¥iniiely
ruffied more than a few feathers. Jnfoz‘tun‘ltulL John Caruso, in his efforie o
emwiaie Michalskl, falls short in the casustic wli dspartment. Plenty ol caustliolsm,
Just not enough wit. Anyways, you catceh the gensrel drdifi? Just goes o shou you et
you shouldn®? try to be somebedy in this hobby who you're not.

Hell, T Anagine that you'rs getiing plenty @nough nf tlwee letters to read,
z.mapond to, whatever. Hey, all this feuding isn’t tco good for the bebby Surs, a
1ot of us bave been aroind for long encuzh to have thick encugh skins not %o les It
twither us drastlcally, but I remember what 1t wss like before I had the thick sking
there’s going to be an awful loi of disiliusiopment in he hobby's younge;/leaa
experlenced ranks. And some dlsgruntlemant on ths part of the rest of us who wast ot
to get involwwd, stick our necks back In the sand, and wish that everyhody slise
wowld do the same instsad of equewking smong one ancther.

Anyways, regarding your petition, I agree wilih mot'st/much of what 1t sgld, but I
will not sign 1t. So, you can put me in ihe “General Agresment but Relwliang to Sign”
category. Excuse me, it's a putiisher’s stsntoment, not a petition., How's s fox
wishy-washynese?.,.

actually. now that I think a,}aout it, reius ng tu sign 1t is moxe acnpmoductive
than not delnz anything. ©Or signlng 4. I’L s Just that I have a kol of yesexrvatlons
concerning something like this, and I do think i met some of the wording ls rct
accurate/agreeable. But then, perhaps the best thing i1s to be “nonproduciive” -
agreeling, but not slgning. Amasargh! 4&nd the blsody thing only cutes cut, what, meyhe
10% at most {?} of the mud being flung around these deys. How about & bolder, move
spconpassing, petition? '

Auyways, it seems that the slituation has (somewhat) resolved i’c&ie,’uf withoui the
petition on John’s own initiative (or rather, his prompted initiative:.

The last four paragraphs have taken about 45 minutes to type {with consultaticas
via reading). and I°m noct even sure that I care much for this letter. Sighe

P3, Ynu nmust, certainly, rsallze that I in no way condone what 1t is rou aze
aftenpting to eradicate. And, I think you “deserve cxedit” for your effuvis. (o
ahead, figure 1t out for me. Loony tunes, loony tumes...Maybe I am disiliuvslionad

({This letter gives me an opportunity to WAt AASLYSF Aiftd Wipisf craxify

&

»
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some remarks I made a couple of 1ssue back about the Publisher®s Statemernt on Foot
in Mouth. This was a petitlon protesting the attacks on various people. and sending
them out in the form of a roving subzine, as Joln Carusc was doing at the time,
Eight highly regarded publishers, past and present, signed it.

The originsl intent was to publish the statement in VD and elsewhere. 1 have
since changed my mind, howaver, and I trust that the others who signed it will
concur with my opinion that there is now no need to pvblish the statement. The
rezson for this is that Foot in Mouth hasn't appesarsd much at all of late, and those
iesues that have appeared have been relatively wnobJjectionable. (Tc answer a point
Steve Langlsy ¥ brought up in a letter to me, no, the petition did not necessarily have
anything to do with thie changs. Maybe Carusc decided of his own accord that he
was going too far, I don't know.)

This paragraph 1s being typed on September 2. Perhaps the situatlon »ill change
again in the four wesks btefore this issus 1s published, in which case 1 will say o
elsewiwre in the 1ssue. But as things stand now, I see no real reason to publish the
statement.

Neo, Mark, "all thias feuding” ien't so goed for ithe hodbby. It*s vsry bad for the
hobby, And I love the hebby., That's why I am trying my hardest to eliminate those
sorte of things that glve ths hobby 2 black eye, by speaking out against them when
necessary. The editorial policides in Foot in Mouih (most aspeclally the one that
appeared in Sleepless Knighis) wexe exacily the sort of thing that could drive people
away from the hobby; make ihem think twice about getting involved in something 1ike
this to begin with. Thanks for responding.))

From Larry Peery (8/10/84):
His

Sorry to be so slow in getting beck to you but PeeriCon was s busy time for me.

We bad 6 games over the two days., One lasted over ik hours. Ny main game lasted 10
howrs. There was only one outxright win, Me. What can I say?

Went up Tuesday night for the {inal games of the Baseball demonstration at the
Olymplcs. Saw Taiwan beat Korea and Japan beat the USA., Interesting and fun. Getiing
home at 0400 wasn®t. Tomoxrow night I go up to the Rose Bowl to see France play
Brazll for the gold medal in soccer. That should be a 90,000+ crowd, We played Divppy
at Dodger Stadim (55,000t} and we will play at the Rose Bowl., So I guess you can
say that PIV had 145,030 people in attendance for our Dippy demo.

Im about 60 letters behind., I've almost quite writing people and I°m not
reading half the zines I get at the moment.

Late July/August is = lazy time for Leos. All we think about is eating,
sleeping, and sex. Actually, that's all I ever think about. But this kind of weathsr
makes you want to practice your menial exercises.

I really said a1l I have to say in the HoL lettertorial and in the last Xeno.

I am in po position to Jjudge any of the smciﬂc casas involved, sven if I wented to.
I lack the informatlon to do so and I‘m sure most psople in the hobby are in the same
boat. All of this is Jike a bad tcoth, the pain of the headache is not yet quite
enough to Jjudtify pulling the tooth...but almost. It is otvious to me that there is
a tremendous amount of venom out there, In the short run it may be a = dangerous
course but in the long run I would prefer to get it out of our system and let it vent
itself; than let it fester inside. So, let the muck and miye fly, In the long run

1 belleve the right and the good will survive. Nalve, aren’t I? The important thing
1s that everyone be as truthful and honest about 1t  all as they can be. I am
convinced the liar will perish in their own traps so what Sacks, Boardman, et. al.
say doean‘’t bother me much. The truth will prevall, I think, In the meantime I am
going to keep qulet, make notles, "dc my research and, if need be, write an update
of VERITAS VINCIT,

1 Jjust finished reading a book on ithe changing balance of power in Europe irom



1938--1939. Except for the nemes, dates, etc., it was sxactly what we :.n- golng thuough,
Gexmany had its Hitler and Coelbels., We have our Boardman and Sacks. Had you fought
211 this beck In the beginning perhzps 1t would not have come to this. Huw wa all
stand watching DER GOTIZHOAMERWNG as played cub in New York and Seaiilcn..

At this polnt I am disgusisd, 1 am not yet mad. I°m sure, hefors it is all
finlshed, I «will be,

In the meantime, let me enjoy this lasi bit of summer in Peexilot. 1i'm awaitiug
your zines with lntersst. The BEB is done and Mike d4id a masterfvl Jo on it. I'nm
proud of it and kdw. I hope we can do the same with the Archives,

Surprisingly, I hava not yet decided how to respond to your letter cn FIM.
Foxrtunately, I bhave untdl Cctober te think about it. By then the tides of war may
have passed me Ly.

Bvary time I urite a leitexr desline with all this when ¥ am done I have a
fealing that I read to go taie a shomer. I wonder 1f Sacks Ffeels llke ho needs lo
waeh hls hands? Beardmsn shouwld, I supposs; wash out his mouth with tucpsutine.
Perhaps I°1L seznd him a cese of Listerine for Chxlsimss. Wounder if he would get
ihe messags.

{{T doudt &%, I *hink you'rs wrong to compar: Boardman and Sacks to Hitlsy an?
Cochbels. Nrbody ecver listens seriously to the foruer palr.

I apprecizie youwr writing. but you seem to s covering ile same toples hers that
you éid An your other letter and yowr articls elsewhere in this issus. Cverkili.
Maybe that’s why vou're 60 Jetisrs behind, .

Res +*ie sines I promised you for the Archives. I will send ilnen, but it 's gaing
to bs a2 couple of months yet. Falr encugh? I'm golng to let the people who autend
BRUXCON plek through them teo, and then send off what’s left {which, I asoure you,
will be most of 3it),

I'a a lec too. Too bad VD is folding, cusz my nexi sentence would have atartad a
controversy of monumental pmpoz‘tions for the Gosslp Column hexe, Slmply, I don’t
believe in astrofogy or any of that crap. Thanks for wriiing. ))

From John Pack (8/13/84);

Dear BRUX,

Please take note of my COA {{toc Brighen Young University)) as llsted above., I°11
be there atariing the 28th of Auvguat.

I enjoyed VD #98, dsepite all the nasty notes. Anyouns can (M with or without
the BNC, The BNC may {or mey not) influence which games are rated, but who caise
aboutl their rating anyway?

I think both sides of ths Highfisld Affalr could’ve been better. I have a sscurliy
clearance and I'd sure be worrled i1f ascmeone were %Yo sariously staln my charzacisr.
Bveryone knows that the XGB has breken sscurity or could if it wanted to, but they still
txy as hard as they can to heep communist sympathisers out.

I"ve never met & postal Diplomacy player ﬂu"fﬁéldﬁ of Los Alamos {ahere there have
been a few). Someday thoughe..

I think the Olyapic committee was smart "bs let business pay for it all. The
Olympic team benefitted from gll the money floating arcund too. Iu w..,e., in that
regard, we’re getting closer to the Soviei method of ralsing a teax of "aantewra".
Pretty soon we won’t even notige the Russian boycott - we'll notice un the occasion
they decide to show up (and evpryone else toycotis).

Rod Walker sent me the complete version of his letter a whlis back when I mquaated
the game openings list. Since then we've had several exchanges., I'm sure wé°C boidb
agree that nelther of us has such a strong positlion as previously thoughi; bowever,

we're still discussing. We knew that you’d cut out the veliglous siufll, of course.
You're jusi ioo predictable. While 1t is clear that love for lwmovsruals ie recuired,
love of homosexuality itmelf ie impossible. Fked's psychologleoal armuments strese
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what he’d 1ike to believe. I have found several psychologlists and soclologlsts who
believe that homosexuality stems from homosexual assault, neurosis, the reversal of
sexual roles in soclety, domirating mothers, molesting fathers, etc. A couple of
letters I have vead from homcsexusls (letters to the editor) indicate that a physical
assault started them down a path they didn’t want to take. One c¢lalmed to have later
eccapod 1t; the other dildn't. None of these explanstions would seem llke a2 "noxmal”
development to me. It is as ludicrous to claim that homosexuality is hersditaxy as
1t is to say that celebacy rums in the family. While many homosexusls ars not at
fault fox thelr condition, it is a responsilibity of society 1o txry to help children
avold the psychological conditions that hring about mental disorders (which include
homosexuality). These same conditions could also cause rape, fun with a machine gun
at MzDonaldland, and multitudes of othar tersserk crimes. It might also be polnted
out that yet other psychologists believe that the gay percentage of the populatlion 1s
proportional to the population density (which might explain why the East and California
are genarally more acceptant of it)., Certain neuroses are caused by overcrowding.
{Witness the excesslve crime in large citiss.)

No, Steve, T won’t be assaulted. Beslides ths fact that victims tenrd to be heipless
individuals, there 1s no crime in Los Alamos. The crime--breaking here couslsts of
speeding and vandalisa. {on occasion)., and shoplifting. There's never been a major
crime here. My new apartment in Prove, Utah, also finds iiself in peaceful condltlons.
Albwuergus, on ths other hand, is lucky to sscape a day without a robbery and a murder.
While 1t may be that homosexuality will galn acceptance, those who remzin sane will
still oppose it (not violently, of course), No fesr, John (kelley), I‘m all for
canpalgning againat rape and any other crime, however, the issue at hand 1s homosexuallity.
1°11 teke one probviem at a time (though of course, all sexual crimes are related). Suxe,
rape 1s much more common, but homosexual rape is Just as tragic and, now, more comaon.
Let’s do what ws can to help eolve ithe problem, not encourage 1t.

I've enclosed an articls and a nomination for Doomis of the Year, both for the
annish, Hops you enjoy them. I can’t find the photo I intended to send, sigh. I°11
get a copy made, I spoze. Have a great month. '

((Sure, 1t°s a wondexful (type, typs, typs) month. '

Sigh. Your views on homosexuallity stlll come across to me as groundless hate, and
iguorance, I agree that life in a big city can lead to various neuroses, and I agree
that sore cases (a tiny minority, I would suppose) of homosexuality might be due io
neurosis, or to an ugly experlence in childhood, poor living conditlons, etc. But
these are exceptions, not the rule, I know people who are homosexuals Just because
that turned out to be thelir preference as they grew up. There was 2o traumatic event,
ncr any subpar living conditions, that led to this. It Just was, and I don‘t see it
as anything the least tit negative. What matters is that they are at peace with
themselves and with their soclety (that part of it which accepte them), and that’s
all that counts.

There 18 a flaw in your reasoning that, since gays are present in iarger proportilons
in highly populated areas, ‘the conditlon must have therefore been caused by
a neurosis brought on by the populaticn density. I would reason more like this:
populous areas contain a lot of people (how's that for a start?), and have to therefore
cater to the lifestyles of a broader spectrum of people. For example, there are lots
of Jews in certaln big citlies too, sc the kosher delis and so on spring into existence,
which in turn pexpetuates the desire of Jews to stay there, and more Jews io immigrate
in., Ditto Itallans -~ their special interests are by and large served by facllltles
often found in big clties. Same for all minoriiy groups, homosexuals included, The
population in, say, Los Alamos, is just too small to support the interests of a large
Jewish community, black community, gay community, Itallan community, and so on. I don’t
know teans about scclology, but I think that reasoning is still more valid than yours.

On the Highfield Affalr: granted that no one wants his reputation smeared. But
does that leave no room for a humorcus article such as Seslexr’s? And is the corrvect
response to threaten to kill the other gus?)}
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Fror James Wall {8/11/84):

BRUX,

4 comment about the Highfield Affalr. Those who attack you ave dofiniwiy lu
i wrong on this ome. I can pasrsonally attest that you dsld ze of your sctlions In @
phone call approximately 6 months ago, and that the story you presenied la lowst lasue
{{#98)) in no way contradiciad what you told me at the time. 'iiven the fact that you
could in no way kuow that this was golng to become a bobby issuve six mernths Iln the
future, I find it very herd to understand whwrs ths others ave coming from., Talluen
is understandasble though as he zlways aseumes thet those he doss not csrs Tor ars
always in the wrongs I know 7'm in the same category in his book. He seeme to aujoy
sttacking others so hls latest attack comes zs o surpriss, ouly the topic of the
attack, I ausvect that the olhars are allowing psracnal opinlone to cloud their
subjective Judgemeni but they mey not have sl)l ithe factie as well,

I hope you ave telling the yuth about ths Frapeins Byme letiexr, If itrue these
would be qo excuse. ({If thewve is any doubt in your mind that I would wr''s a nasty
letter to Frapcins Brxne, then you shovld ask Xathy to show you ithe letisn. I
iwbsolutely guarentee you that there won®i e a letter to show.))

Since wheo is James Woodson allowed {c¢ vote for we in polls, Mx. Licsey? Shage
on you. I have the right to change my mlad, IF I 414 indeed tell Jamos that YD wo:
BY 701,

All the McDonalds copments lasi issue were tasteless, kinda like & 3ig Kuac.

Thanks for the "lables” comment. XLast time I back you up., o most fickle of
hobby members, .

Aauterberz is off quite a2 1ittle bit over his comments on patviotism. I am a
patriot. I also have ithe ability to guestion actlons taken by our governmeant. I am
8 bliter opponent of commumist subjugation on this planet and I applaud acilone tiken
to contaln it. There is nothing wrong with the government attempiing to get Amaricans
fired up to suprort the action it tekes. We are a democracy aud uliimmtely ithe pecple
will decide foveign policy. ({0ope...that was public policy, soxry. ) Thoze exlsts
though a fine line bhetwesn oppoalilon to policy and patriotism. I may not lLike zctlons
teken by the governmant -- Lebanon ls a good exampls -- bui my opposition s expreoesed
in such a manner as to ses to it that the policy falla due to tha perception that
the Unlted States ls waffling wlthout support and that we can be ouitlasicd due to
our cwn lnternal oppositlon. That is the lynch pin upor which patrlotism is besed.

I won't deny that some thing we car do no wrong bud it iz what the educated think that
matiers meost as they will ultimately veis, write thelr Congressasen, etec. Yaul disliikes
Heagan because 9 1z not an ideallst. Bui thean again, Paul never had 1t as tough as
the Presideni s he can afford the lwnuwry of idsaliem.

2. Shanle or Richardson?

({I agree that it 1s a legitimate function of the governmeni to rally the people
for suppert to Aiis causes, Bubt that does not imply that I think people shcw.d
Windly suppert everything the governmmnt does, either. Intexnal opposiitlon ie
not a weaknsess; it is a strength. ' It tells the xpei of the world, "look, these pucple
are free to say whatevar they want -~ even if 314 dissgrees wilth thelr own governmentl!”
An slamming nuaber of people in the world de not bave that freedom. lowever. this
sxpression of dissent muet be kept within boumds, tco. The disruption caused by
protestors against the Vietnam Wax was counterproductive and divisive. I was in favor
«f fighting to win in Vistnam, but even had I besa opposed to the war, the "peace
deponstrations” would have iturned aw right off,

Sure, you'd have been allowed to change your vote in the Ed wWrotul's Favorite
Zine Poll., But youwr change didn't get here in time, that’s all.

By snd large the people who are atiacking me over the Highfleld affalr are those
who'd be attacking me anyway. It has been eald by some of my enenles toasn I m & stime
for net going to the pollice instead of the Navy. Can you just picture whatl these sSaow

I o o S ¥ gy AR Q pivvs \\;
people would be saying bad I gone to the pollce? THRIX did the right thing Sure, ;|
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((The following comments were deleted last issue from a latter sent in by John
Pack, at his request. He has since given me permission to run them.))

From John Pack (?/i?/&ll-, éxcerx:ts)x

Deaxr Bruce, :

2ol must confiess that when I wrlte something opinionated, 1t 1s usually designed
to provoke thought and response rather than alter the opinion of the reader. I also,
usuglly, assume maany things, since I sm unable to write evexrything, for lack of time,
interest, etes However, since it appsars that I made several assumpiions in my letiex
on page 24 ((VD #97)) on homosexuallty which are not commonly shared and which are
perhaps wrong, I will elaborats. (0X? Whc sald, "Oh nooo0..."?)

I know a few persons (not of my faith, I might say) who seem to delight in beating
the snot out of any homesexual they mignt find., I might guess this 1s not uncommon
among youth, but I might be wrong. I don’t agree or sympathige with any such thing.
No cne should suffer a physical atiack just because I (or many others) don’t like
his moral standards/practices. I might add that this doesn’t solve the prollem {though
Hitler did have remarkable success). Though I might say so for marked effect, a
physical attack 1s qulizs beyond the scope of any intelerance I might desire. In
fact, I wrote my second leiter last month to "make up" for some of my rasher
remarks in the first.

Well then, what do I mean when I say thst soclety should not tolerstie homosexuallty?
I don®t believe, for instance, that homosexual displays of affection should be aliowed
publicly (nor hetervsexual ones either, for that matter)., I don’t think it should be
praised in schools, literature, movies, etc. I also thirk that those of us who bellave
strongly enough should try to help correct these individuals, with complete respect
for t.heg,r personal rights, of course (i.e. Af someone doesn't want help, you can't
give it ° '

0f course, gays have thelr rights as pecple, as I sald; however, nc speclal
rights should be given, any more than you or I desexve special rights for being
Diplomacy players. "Gay rights” would be Just as unfair as affirmmative action of
"Diplomatic rights®, Just as tsachers(in public schools) don't teach their religious
opinions, gays shouldn’t be allowed to teach their gay opinions, either, {(BRUX hexe,
Docmies. Flease accept my apologles if the typing from here on in is kind of jJerky,
but I°'m cracking vp as I type this...sorry °bout that, Johne..))

I trast that 1t is therefore clear that I do not support repression of any persons
howevar, I don’t tolerate homosexuslity, and I don’t think soclety should tolerate 1t
either. :

({4t this polnt we come to a section I'd much prefer to delete, but I have John's
permission to print any of this leiter only if I print all of it. Sighe..))

Now, as far as the arguments I made in my last letter. I made the sssumption
that all Christlan cx Jewish religions accepted the Blble or the 0ld Testament or the
New Testament. I am apparently wrong. However, I do question the clalzs to belng
Christlan without accepting the only source of Christ‘s teachings. For those churches,
and I now understand they are many, who claim to telleve in the Blble and who
“accept/tolerate” homossxuality (amid various other sexual sins) I have only this to
say. God is unchangeable (Heb, 13:8, Mal. 316, Isa. 24s5), As far as I know, no
Christlan church opposes this doctrine. Twenty ysars ago, no Christian church
accepted, tolerated, or allowed homosexuality. Man changes; God does not. Homosexuality
18 not a new thing. It has come in and died out (apparmmtly) many times. The truth
(assuming the existence of one, .for you atheists) can®t change, by definiton. If a
church had it, nelither could it changs ite doctrines without a direct command from
God. I don®t recall any such claim on this issue by anyone. Howver, for those of you
who btelieve that homosexuallty depends on your own personal interpretation, please read
lev, 18422, Lev, 20:13, Gen. 19:5 with context, Rom. 1:26-27, 1 Cor. 619, 1 Tim 1;10,
Jude 1:7. I have a much longer list if you desire. Read it for yourself. 1've never
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teard ancther intsrprdation. Christ hlmself sald 1t was a sin tc loock mov a women
with luat in your heart. The seriptures ifreat homosexusllity end scdomy a- wuch wooss
elps than aduliery. If one thinks the peoples who wrote the Blble wure "igrnoyani :nd
prz judioed” and one lisiens %o the prwacher say the same, lsn*u L% 2 bit contradt ~iory
to claim bellef in the Bible and that I1ts wrliers were insplred? God i3 nsrellu

and xind, but e 1s also Just,

Gf oourse, as I pointed out, all of thet mekes ro points 1f you don':© wellisve
God oxr in the Eible. I maintain my original point. All elght vevslons «f +tw Rlo o
I own coaeur without much variation at all on these scriptwms lisisd,

iiile the Bible may not hold much else for vou, Fruce, I will assume that you
accept it as & historical velume, as do all psopie who study histexry. Ir 211 verifiabie
cases, the Blble rxelates an accurats history. In fact, the astronomic computers here
at Loz Alamos National Labs all include a 3~hour some-odd-minute time a{.r;p to nake
everything come out right. The only explanation for this ever feound is that of Joshua
stopning the sun for three hours {(and lte helng slowed at another psricd in another
bilblieal story). The Bille claims that Sodom and CGommorah were destroyed because
of tomosexuallty in particular, and sexval sins in genexal. The Roman state fell
cdue to a variety of factors (many of which we share today).

You sald nothing about my firsi parsgraph,; =0 I malntaln ny positiorn that homeosmexuality
ie caused by scciety and is a form of scclal surrender, The cwrrent popularity of
"gay righte® makss it more 1ikely that some man wilil choose to W gay, Jjusi as popular
trends make his cholee of clothes more 1ikely to be the ones with 4the litile alligatcis
cn them. %This is caused by advertising and subconscious media (much as song lyrics
played over aind ovexr, pleciures designed to ellcit sexuval responss, and movies deslromed
i make things look good).

In ny opininn, homosexuality is in part respunelble for lncrsasing divorce rates,

Jwenile delinguency, child abuse, and saxusl crimes, though 1t clearly is uot the
only conirituting factor. The other ithiugzes J mentioned last lssue also aid this
ipcresse, Saveral othex factors mey contribute am well, and probably do. However
I will point out what seems io we to be the majox common factor tsiween all
of ths things mentionsd (homosexuality, pre~ and extra-maritsl sex, masiurbaticn.
rornography. and all connected thinge, such as scdomy, prostitution, etc.). This
conmon factor wuuld scem to e the deslye for lnstant gratificatiorn regardless of
the consequences:. This ip alsc the ldea behind the Democratic "spend a lot now"
pollcles which bave caused so much economic trouble. Hone of the thinge mentloned
sbove contributes to a styrong marrvisge: in fact, each contribules to ite destruction.
A1l of the lisied, excluding masturbation, cause ox contribute to jealousy between
spousss, I've witnessed this and I expect many of yow would realizme ths same,
Masturbetion and . pornography contxribuie to the subconsclous and ccnscinus decisien
of many to comwit the othars; that is, to particpate in the oihers., Ths deostruction
of the homs, caused by the low morals ¢f our sccilety, in turn is the najor csuss of
all of the ltems listed at the opening of this paragraph. In additlon, the “iFf it
feels good, do 1t" theory leads paople to purchase everything by credit. which in turr
leads to financlal ruin. How many people do you know whe awe wp to their eysballs in
dsbt? In faect, I'd warrent thet many of you are In that boat. Just by sheer odds.
A 1ittls self-control and a 1littls less seli-grztification now would do wonders fux
turning our soclety around and rectifying itas problems. In fact, gread, power, and
self-satisiaction, which play such a laxrge roie in all the things mentlioned, is also
a large part of the reascn why men {ight wavs.

Well,; enough on that issue. 1 can always elaborate more 1f there iz auy more
Problem with .misinterpreatation of what I've said.

({Pleass, dm:'t anyone nisinterpret him! I declded to Tun the above desplte the
biblical quotes, bscause the rest of 14 is Jjuley enmough %o rebut at some length, Pesldss,
at this stage o the game I havs nc fears of starting sush a dimcussicn in VD anyrow, [w)

.....
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I had to stop typing for nearliy five minutes, so convulsed with laughter was I,
at your atatement that gays shouldn®t be allowed to teach their gay opinionsz in the
public schools. What's a "gay opigion"? If a homosexual teacher thinks that the
angles of a triangle add up to 1807, is that a “gay opinion"? If a gay physical
education teacher bellieves that swimming 1s healthy, 1s that a "gay opinlon"? More
to the point, if a gay soclal studies teacher thinks that soclety should tolerate
gays, is that a "gay opinlon"? I happen to belleve that too, and I'm not gay; and
what’s more, I°d advocate all of the above being taught in public schools. It may
be argues that the last example, especlally, is only my opinion., Very well. It’'s
only my crinion that soclety should tolerate blacks, too, and I think that should he
taught in the publlc scheols (in the context of discussions of U. S. hi: history and
soclal studles), and it°s not a “gay oplnlon”,

Or perhaps you're thinking of somcthing more sinister. Perhaps you've referring
to a teacher who zets up in front of 2 classroom, and says to the klds, "I think you
should all try a hemceexual expsrience just once, to see whether you like 1it." Maybe
that’s what you mean by a “gay opinion.” 1In that case, I would agree with you, and I
think most peoplas would. But the problem with this argument is that thet sort of
thing just doesn’t happen very often -- you're knocking down a straw man. How many
of the thousands of gay teachers in this country try to impart their sexuel preferences
to their studsents? Few if any. Those that do will rightfully be dlsmissed -~ as
should any heterosexua’. teacher whoe does the same, So conaider either this paragraph
or the previous one to rebut your argument, depending exactly what you meant by "gay
opinions",

On the other hand, I entirsly agree with your thoughts on instant gratification --
not that I never pursue this myself, of course. (I'm in debt now, thanks to a student
loan I took out when I went back to school to get my masters degree.) The problem is
that you regard &ll of these "sexual sins" &8 arising from the need for this instant
gratification. Oh really? I have a cousin who’s gay, and his 1life is very stahle,
and he didn't get inte his present positlon by seeking instant gratificatlon. He
is a mature adult who ian‘t hurting anybody other than those outsiders who chocse to
e hurt bty the way he lives his life. Who am I t0o Jjudge? Ox, for that matter, who
are you to Judge such people? And how is my cousins lifestyle coniributing to child
abuse, .)jl);vanile delinquency, or the divorce rate? But more on this in your later
letter.

From Robert Achesons

Bruces

Questlon time again.

1) what is the official functlon of the BNC? I was under the impression that all
the BNC is responsible for is to give out the game numbers.

2) If you (anyons} had a game declared irregular by the BNC, wouldn‘t the final
appeal be dsclded by the hobby ombudesman?

3) Sounds like there's a war going on down there; makes me feel safe up here in
the Northwest Territories. ,

4) Given the siczs of your zine, how much do you lose per issue?

((Not much on the smaller ones, since I switched to ditte. On a 40-pager, for
instance, I expect to lose perhaps $40 or $50. On big issues like this, subetantially
more -- well in excess of $100. It was that way all the time when I was getting VD
printed by offeet,

The functiona of the BNC are to assign numbers {o games, and record the resulis.
S/he also has the responsibility of declaring a game irregular if these was some
condition that justifies the tag. Prohlems might arise when thse BNC’s opinion differs
with that of the GM (or one of the players). Sadly, thers is no means of appeal for a
player or GM who thinks he’s been screwsd by the BNC’s decision., That's a situation
I for cne would like to see changed.))
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Several of my hobby friends were kind enough to send me blrthday cards
for my birthday this past August., Thanks, to Joan Extrom and Samantha Corbin {unper
up A Candle 16531:), Gary Coughlan (upper right, and #'c-

BRUXisn Birthday Wishes!
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Can a Line bs Drawn Between Postal and Electronic Mall Diplomacy?
by Mark L. Berch

There are a signifieant number of peeple in the hobby, perhaps a majority, who
feel that PBEH iz something different, a thing apart, from ordinary pestal Diplomacy.
PBEM games, they feel, should not e rated, or perhaps not even get BNs. DBut sn
sarlier questicn rmust be answersd firsts how do you declde what is or 1s not a PBEM
Zape? That tesk may be arbitrary, or lmpossible. Conzider two scenarloss

The first is, say, the following, which appeers in a dipsine:s “0UK, the new game
is organlzed. HNow, as it happens, a&ll 7 of you have a computer and a modem, eltherx
at home or at worke So you all cen communicsi® with each other by electronlic mall,
if you like. Knowlng you all as I do, I swspect tha®t you will use a varlsiy of
methods, For ordlnary communicaticns, of no greai urgency, you'll probatly liean
toward the USP¥S”, since 1it's a lot cheaper., When speed is of the essence, you'll
provably resort to your modems. When some back and forth and back and forth is
called for, there wlll always be the phone call, which has been umed in "postal” games
for over 20 yeaxs., Plus, I know at least three of you all frequanti DipComs, 80 I
figure some face-io-face negotiations will be tossed in as well. A5 a G, of course,

I don’t cars how you communicats with sach other; You can use privale messenger for
all I care. 7The sane goes for me -~ I'll accept any Foxrm of communication for gettinvg
An your orders. As for the zine itself, as you Jpow, I prepare the whole thing on
my computer. Most people get their copy the "old-fashioned way", dut if you'd like o
got 1t on-line, Te my guest! For that matiter, you can pick up your copies in parson.”

¥hat is being descrlbed here is a hytedld game. Players have the capabllity of
,PBwbutaraaonorersquizadtouae 3%t than a playsr in an ordinary postal game is
required to stick to the mails,

A aecond ascaenarioc looks at & hybrid form of communication itself. In this form,
you take ihe message to the office, or send 1¢ electyonically. From there it is
sent across the couniry via elecirenic mall. At the cther end, tie message 1s converted
back into words, printed om paper, put in an envelope and malled, where 1t will be
delivered by post office to thet (or a nearby) city the next day. The USP"S" is used
for the final ztep hecause they can do the actual delivery for Just 20¢, which 1s far
cheaper .= ‘than the company delivering it themseives individually. The advantage ovex
Just straight BP"S* 1s that it provides next-day service preity much guaranteed. As
the technology becomes more sophlsticated, these kinds of hybrid services will become
pore common. A player with s modem will be alle to dial direoctly into the "net”,
send his nessage electronically without ever having to leave -home. Alternatively,
you earry yowr typed letter to the office, and a facsimile {(in effect, a photocopy) is
sent electronically. Thase messeges are, in terms of distaance, over 99% EM, but the
final delivery 1s via USPS". For hobby purposes, what is it? And what does it matter?
Does such a distinction have any meaning at all? I think not. ’

((why do you alwaye have to destroy my arguments with logic? There really isn’t
any way to rebut ithls, so far as I can sse. Except...what 1f the zlne sadd thie?
"0K, the new game is organized. Now, as it happens, all 7 of you ars golng to be at
mny house next weekend, and face-ta-face negotiating being cheaper than mil. and
faster to boot, I figure there will te some PTP tossed in. And I know . you'rs all
going to DipCon two months from now,; & there‘ll be some FIFing there too. Then
five of you are gzoing to ba at..."™

The concluslon I reach is that the (M sets the "officlal” mda of the games
posial, e~mall, phone, etc. It's not his business how the playexs act\:ally negetiate.
If 1t°s set up as a postal game and no letters get written, it's still postsl. If itjs
set up as e-mall and a hundred letters get written via tha USP"S™, ii‘'s stil) e-mail.
If it's set up as a loocal phone game and all communication is t!rmugh the mail, it
8tll) doesn’t get a BNs ii’s still a phone game. These distinctiona must be amde at
the gamestart as an attempt by the GM to declare what kind of geame he's ruming. Vhat

the players do is their business. I don't think s~mail = real mail. 3 free 188188000 ) )



And, more on the topic... !

- Electronic Mall Diplomacy and Change

by Doug Beyerlein

In the past year electronic mail Diplomacy (alsc known a2s email Diplomacy, PBEM
Diplomacy, and scomputer Diplomacy) has been introduced to the postal hobby, This
new communication mede has produced a widew-ranging debats in the Diplomacy hobby on
the subJject of ubether or not electronic mail Diplomacy games zre "regulaxr,” This
is, should they be zated? A number of influsntlial Diplomacy gamesmesters and publishexs
say nos £ say yes, OGne opponent of thils idea has even stated publicly that electxonic
mail Diplomacy is more like the computer arcade game of Frogger than postal Diplomacy.
4 statement ilke that is otwlously the result of lgnorance, but it eerves io point
out an interesting fezcts none of these psople opposed to the inclusion of electronic
mail Diplomacy zames intc ths ranks of "regular" postal Dipiomacy gawes has ever
played in ox gauesmastered zn 2lectronic mall Diplomacy zame. It looks to me like a
case of the bhlind trxying 1o lead the blind,

But how am I different from these other "exmperts® on the subject of electronic
mall Diplomacy? What exparience do I have with this new hobby genre? Well, I may
not have a lot of experience with electronic mail Diplomacy, but 1 still have mor:
than 211 of these othsyr "experts" combined. I am currenily gamesmasisring two
electronic mail ganes on CompuServe (a public computer netwoxk) and am playing in a
third {all in Russel)l Sipe's zine, The Arnchalr Diplomat). I also particpate in the
side of the hobby that relles upen the U.S., Postal Service. I currently gamesmaster
two Diplomacy games in my zine, BFGIART, and play in four games in an equal numbexr o¥
zines,

So what makes electronic mail Dlplomacy games different from postal Diplomacy
games? After playing electronically for a year and postally for 18 my answer ia:
NOTHING, other ithsn the communications media. Playsrs send letiexs via elecironic
nail carrier {equivalent to the USFS, only faster) to ihe cthsr players and the
gamesmaster, And, of course, other forms of commumlcation sre sllowed (USES,
telephone, stc.) Jjust like in a postal game, The gamesmaster runs the game in an
ldentical manner as a postal game. The results are printed in a gzine every two to
three weeks. Ths 2zine is then published and placed in an electrenic lidbrary
(accessable o all) and can be physieally printed if needed, All in all this s a
vast improvement ove:r dealing with the USPS,

So why shouldn®t electronic mail games be rated just like regular postal gamssa?

I have yet to read a rational argument against thls idsa. Oppusition to the inclusion
of electronic mall games is based on the mistaken idea that all of these games are
somehow different from regular postal games. In two isclated cases slectronic mail
Diplomacy games have been different. Allen Wells® Xerox network games involvad two
or more players at the same locale. JIn Wes Ives' Wordworks games the players® true
identitles are not known. Nelthex of' thess types of games would be considered
regulax (snd therefors rateable) even if they were played via the USPS, On the
other hand, all of the Armchair Diplomat games on CompuServe have players spread out
throughout the United States and the players® trus ldentitles are known to all. These
games meet all of the requirements to be designated regular games.

So why the fuss? Why are some of the hobby’s big name fans so opposed to
electronic mail Diplomacy? That is a good qusstion and one that you need to ask
them, However, 1f I should hazard a guess, I would guess that it is because these
naysayers are afrald of change. The advent of computers and electronic mall will
produce profound changes in both the Diplomacy hobby and society in general. Some
w11l adapt to this change; others will not, The question then becomess will you?
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((Thanks, Doug, and three free issues have wormed their way onto your subscription
in VD's closing moments, I think the reason that you haven®t read a rational
argument ageinst the idea of equating e-mall games with postal games 1s that such an
argument does not exist. I will very freely admit that my own reason (that the two
types of games have a different "flavor") is not logical at all; it is based upon my
own personal feelings and I cannot Jjustify them to someone who does not share them.

I have, however, . two major quarrels with points you have brought up. The
first of these psrtains to your first paragraph, where you state that none of the
naysayers have experlenced e-mall Diplomacy, and therefore are in no position to
Jjudge it. While parhaps trus, this is still unfalrs you make it sound as though
no one holding the opposite position even knows what he‘'s talking about. I have
strong reservations about rating e-mail games, and I assure you I'm no old-fashlomned
coumtry hick who fears the advent of computers. I have a pretiy good idea of what
computers can do, and I'd venture to say I have a damn good idea of what 1t would te
1like to play by e-mail, though I've never done it, Nothing in your article was
suxprising to me in texme of how these games operate, for instance. I®'m not ignorant
enough to compare e-mail Diplomacy to an arcade game. But I still hold to my view
that the "flavor" is fundamentally different that sending and recelving letters by
nail., (I do notice one s=light error in what I've just said, thoughs I'm nct opposed
to rating e~-mall gamez; Just to equating them with postal games. I think they
should be rated separately, that's all. ' "

. My second disagreement is with your final paragraph, where you switch from
talking about peorle who are opposed to rating e~mall games as regular to people
who are “opposed to electronic mail Diplomacy". That's a blg Jjump. I'm certainly
not opposed -to e-mail Diplomacy, and I don't Bunow of anyone who is. -(TEybe Robert
Sacks?) How can somebody oppose e~-mall Diplomacy per se -- it's simply a way of
playing the game. You then reinforece this by bringing up the image of people who
are "afrald of change" -~ the old~fashioned country hick stereot¥ype again. I'm not
afraid of change, I'm not opposed to e-mall Diplomacy, and I hope someday to try it
mysslf, I don’t think you can fairly equate my views on the matter with fear of
change or opposition to the whole idea of playing by e-mail.

I am prepared for the far-reaching and vast changes that computers will have on
1ife in general snd the hodby in particular. I also still feel that PBM and PBEM arxe
two different forms of the @mma.)sla : ' e

Steve Knight edited and organized the VD houserules, making them much easler to
use. for both me and my players. He wrote the press release of the century in “Press
Wars" and has written several other vexry entertaining articles and letters for VD.
THANKS., .. to Doomie Steve Knight. ~ ' ‘ ‘

John H’ichaleki has been a boavy contributor to the VD Goasip Column ever since
the vine began. He published one pf the greatest zines of all time -- Brutus Bulletin
has had a major effect on VD's style. THANKS...tq Doomie John Michalski,

Paul Rauterbterg is one of the hobby's top wrijers on the play of the game, and
has been a good friend for years. He and I have shared soms good times in Detroit
and Albany. Paul is the only Doomie to sign up all three times I announced general
game openings in VD. THANKS...to Doomle Paul Rauterberg. :

Rod Walker has contributed a hymongous amount of material to the lettexr colummn
and in the form of articles, often about the hobby's history. And, I don't caye what
the critice say -~ he did the hobby an enormous favor by taking over Diplomacy World
when it needed an editor. THANKS...to Doomie Rod Walker,

Ivo Bowman is one of two Doomiss in . The Netherlands., He has written some
entertaining letters for VD. Since he travels in the States on occasion, I hope
someday to be his host. THANKS...to Doomie Ivo Bouwman.
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Silliness Factors

From Fol

‘m

by Randolph Smyth

So you have the short end of the diplomatic stick: In an area tc be contasted
with two other nations, you find ithat they've slllied sclidly againat you -~ ui lasst,
oo sclidly to pry spart by the usual means.  How can you hold the balance, ox at
worst, delay the ireviiable? Partleuwlarly against novicss, but suxrprisingly cfis.
ageinst players of some experience, the . silliness Tactors come in handy.

Unless you have a rmasonable hope of favouratle intervention, diversion in
another sector, or okber turnaround, there's little - oint' in being pamsive aboul
it. The proper measure of aggression will suoccesd most often when backad by scme
inteliigence, based on the possibllity of outright tacilcal exrors by the oppoments.

The crudest example is an NMR. If all other factors appear to be equal, or
particularly after an enemy NMR, attack as many arsas as possible, singly suprorted
if occupled by the enemg. In a closely-packed game, attack unltis without reireat
options, forcing annihilation if successful. On the other hand, if you have just HiMRed
yourself, anticlpate this same strategy by the opponents for next seasou and take
appmpriasuu mezsures (single s_;.\pport for most vulnerabls units, attacks wherevar
feasiblse ),

Most silliness factors are a it mors refined, and are of pariticular interest ic
the diplomatic underdog. Soms are listeds  your ;n:eciaa reaction to them naturally
depends on the specific situation,

(1) Direct tactical conflict betwaen yom: enemies due o lack of commumication.
This is uswally a one-shot thing if {ths oppesing alllanca is sound, and is best
exploited in your diplomacy .sith the rest of the board.

(2) Lack of coopsration at the common frontier as each enemy concentrates on
his own Iront and his own potential centera. This is quite common even vhen tihe
hasic alllance is super-strong, and if necessaxy I wsuallv choose to dafend a bit
more lightly at the interface beiween opponeants.

(3) Moxe efficlsnt attacks by the abler enemy, who can usually be pinpointed
within a couple of seasons, if not from his letters. Nommally, hold him off and
take your chances with his less capalile ally. If the dlaparity is large and their
comnunication does not extend tc tactical planning, only one front may requirs defense!

(%) Making use of predictable sirategies on a seasonal basiss 1.e, always
grabb for centers; positionsl to the point of over-conservatlsm; or the “iick-tock®
attack (podtional in the Spring, center-hungry in the Fall). Unless an attack is
proceeding with mathematical certainty, I believe a force can hold off one of twice
its sige indefinitely, if the smaller power it aware of the precise plans of the larger.

Oocasionally, it's not the players®’ mistakes that provide the txeake. I blush
to think of an incident In my young and hungry days. I'd Jjust entered the game as a
standby for a half-decent position which was rapidly going downhill. Realleiug that
the GM wasn't toc hot, I made my orders so complicated (but legal) that he was bound
to foul them up. Swuxe enough, by the time ths mess was sorted out, I had a clear
plcture of the strategical alms and tactical preferences of each player, and had
established (poor to middling) diplomatic xelations, with only one imfavorable
season's play under the bridge! It held up the game scandealoualy (mnd didn't do much
good, as it twmed out), but I was very pleased with myself at the time.:

0f course, should the snemisea not fall prone to eillinses, your attempts to
&ake advantsge of a nonexistent quelity may well xesult in a quicker defeat., Regard
it as rewarding them for osmpeiences it's smazing how rarely such rewards have to e
handed out. Try it and see! :

((I don't see enything wrong with Randolph's “young and hungry days” stunt,
though I don’t see why someone who can't sor{ through a complicated set of coznditional
orders would be GMing in the first place.))
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Peericon IVs A Bright Light in the "Drak" Ages of Diplomacy
by Larry Peery

Imagine if you hosted a DippyCon and 157,030 people showed up? Well, this year's
Peexricon IV was sort of like that. I thought some of the east coast people in the
hobby might enjoy hearing about what a weat coast Dippy event is 1llke, so I'm giving
you a summary of what happened at this year®s Peericon IV, which was held from 28-29
July, in San Diego; which deliberately put it in direct competition with the 1984
Summer Olymplics in Los Angeles,

I consider the officilal beginning of thils yeaxr®s Peericon to have besn the passing
of the Olymplc Torch right near the PIV sits, an svent that two of us attended.

The actual games took place over a 2~day span and there were Dlppy games going
for 30 out of the 36 hours of the event. Six games were played in all and they lastaed
from around five hours to over 14 hours. There were several draws and ties and only
one outright win., Fifteen people participated in the tournament and they played fzrom
one to five games each. Most people played three games, Another 15 or so people
drifted through the event during the two days. In between the Dippy games we drifted
off to the local pimza house, had a Chinese dinner, and consumed masslive quantitles
of beer, donuts, and junk food.

The players attending were some of the best in California and they are as good as
any in the hobby. Top three slote in the tournament went to Dave Villadsen and Ed
Menders (of Senta Barbara) and Ken Hager (of Orange Cownty).

By 2100 Sunday evenlng everyone was Jjust about worn out playing D:lppy. Surprisingly,
this year no other games were played except on the computer,

So much for the tournament part of PIV, The real fun started a week oxr sc later.
On Tuesday, August 7th, Ron Lay and I went up to Dodger Stadium and joined a sellout
crowd of 55,000+ to watch the last two games of the baseball demonstration foxr the
Olympics. The first game went 14 innings and was between Talwan (bronze metal winner)
and Korea. The second game was between Japan {gold metal winner) and the USA (silver
metal)., Prior to the start of the btaseball games Ron and I gave a Dippy demonstration
and played two years of Dippy. Got an interesting responsa, especia.lly from the
Stadium security people.

Then on Friday, Roger McAulay went up for the finals in water polo and saw the USA
lose the gold to Yugoslavia after a tle gams.

On Saturday, Dave Villadsen, PIV tournament winner, and his brother came down from
Santa Barbara to Pasadena's Rose Bowl for the gold metal game in soccer. Milke Masion
and I went up from San Diego. So I know that there were at least 102,000 people there,
incliuding three Dippy players. Mike managed to bump into Dave in the concession area
although we weren't sitting together. The odds against that, 51 000:1, France won the
goldg uatm& .'Brasil, 2-00

Sunday we watched the closing ceremonies and I particularly enjoyed seeing Lopes
win the marathon. It just proves life does begin at 37 and I cught to know, I'm 37.

But I also got to see that Sunday®s brawl betwsen the San Diego Padres and the
Atlanta Braves. It was as dlsgustlng a non-sporting event as I have ever seen. And
you kuow, as I watched it, I kept thinking of the Dippy hobby and the way some of our
membera act. They could teach those ballplayers plenty.

- Stil1l1, overall, it was a great Peericon in my opinion. 3But, perhaps -I'm biased.
After all, I was the poor fool that won that one game, even if 1t did take me until
0500 to do it. Oh yeah, I NMRd in Fall 1901 playing Russia and still won. I reallze
this is pretty dull for those of you used {o attending DippyCons on the sast coast and
seeing lots of drunks make fools of themselves, hear people gossip and lie about those
not present, etc., ete, Sorry, all we do 1s play Dippy and have a good time, Try it,
you might 1ike 1t for a change. '

((Thanks for the nice writeup, and three issues of sub cxedlt o you. I'd 1ike
to attend an Olymplcs ~- and a Peerilcon -~ some day. Your generalizations about east
coast cons are not always correct. KaneKon and BRUXCON are always good clean fun, €.8.))



A Little Spice, Anyone?

by John Pack

Have you ever encountered a feeling of apethy among othexr playsrs (or, woxss yet,
felt tored yourself) as the game of Diplomacy (Kingmaker, Civilization, Risk, stc.)
drage into its ninth hour (or third howr)? Has the lsader (you kmow, the "big threai®)
ever suddenly turnad into a puppet Jan the hands of vhoever is still taking the ganme
serlously? I suppomse we‘ve all seen it happen, even to the most devoted fanatic.

There comes a point {generally late at night a few hours into a gams, a most wnexciting
game, in genersl) where each player reaches the "I don’t care any move" stage. Sons
poople gat all glgglys others stare forward in a half-awake trance., What can be doue
to restore Inierest and fun?

Former Doomle Mike Mitchell comse to mind {uh, my mind) as a leader in the field.
When he reaches that apathetic state (some 10 minutes intc the gems usvally, maybe 3),
he adopis the FRP style of play. You Just reach into youwr 1itils pouch of dice and
etart rolling away. Let's see, "Whose ally shall I be this turn? John’s bsen my ally
the whole gare, &c 1'Ll give him a +2 modifier, Too bad, John; I rolled a one. Guess
that means I'n wlth Turkey now. Now, 50% change that I do what I said to Twkey I weuld
with each plece. Now, what do I do with the other two {that falled the alllance)?

How many provinces do I border with those? OK, (291l, roll) they®ll act on thati spoi.
Now, will it be support for s random wmit that borders that place, or shall I nove
there myself? Roll, »0ll. OK, my oxrders aie ready. When are you going to end all
that negotiation, come on, yocu've had five minutss already. So what if 1t°s Spring
'017 Now, of course, you wouldn't have to do that to splce up a game, but if thers’s,
gsay, cnly 3six players, you coudd declde the "madman®’s™ moves in a similar fashion
(with appropriate modifiers). Of course, Niks's demise (ua, rapid demise) could be
due to such strategies. You'll need 13-sided, 7-sided, and 3-slded dice, of course.

Seme players find varlants helpful in livening up matches. For example, in a recent
Risk gane, a bit late at night, we opted to make it a nuclear varlant (an obvious
influence of being from Los Alemos, eh?). FEach game turn, a random card was choaern
from the deck and everything in that country was tlown away and 1t became impassahle
to further amdes. If the cerd with all three synbdla showed up, two cards were ploked
and those nations bscsma vaporized. Also, at the beginning of each player®s turn, AL
the player held any cards (dependent on previous rounds, as usual), he had ths option
of nuking that province shown or saving it up for a set (like you normally would).

This shortened the game incredilly and livened it up consideratily. In fact, I wouwldn‘t
be surprised 1F everyone opis to play it that same way next time, The same principle
could be applied to Diplomacy, Zivilimatlon, Kingusker, eic., though it would require
more thought., Perhaps a confervence map mouwnied on a dartboard?

Another variant might be one such as the "Santa (Claus" variant which can be emploved
at point during the game (psrhaps allowing a defeated player to take the role o
Santa). What? You®vs nevor heard of the Santa Claus variant? Ah, that's becguse i
was invetned here in LA, as a varlant to vary any other variant. Simply, define the
center in the North Atlantic to be the North Pole. Alsc chooss five random areas {apread
out) as graln centers (be sure to include the North Pole as one of these). These nead nol
. be supply centers, but could be. Santa steris with éne unit (guess where). Santa may oculy
move during the fall ®easons, but may give support during the spring. For each supply
center AND grain center Santa owns, he may conatruct a new wnit in the Summexr of each
year. BSanta’s ownershlp takes affect in the Spring, of courss. Santa may not win, but
may participate in draws. Santa may move to ANY province on the board fzom ANY other
province, but only dwring the fall, Movement is resolved per the regular rules {(1l.s,
if he fails, he stays where he was), Of courss, new sled uniis may be constructed only
in the North Pole. Simple, eh? When everyone is bored, add Sants, and he®ll brighten
everyone up {of course, you could add him st the atart of the game). Wondexrful at
breaking stalemate lines and as an ally, fearful as an enemy Af he gets very wig. Santa
may retreat in the Spring only to the North Pole (normal, otherwise). And yes, he may
have more than one unit on the Noxrth Pole if it is hrought about by such a re4reat.

And, of course, if that doesn't help, you might a) get new players, b) nuke
Santa, or ¢) be a lost case.



((I practically died lsughing at your “dariboar
varilant of Diplomacy being played somewhere called - .
gets nuked every turn, or sometihing like that. I " i
Risk, too -- but what happens if the hoard becomes wx
or more isolated regions?

Ah, but the real challengs in pluying with a guy 1ike Jike
o persuade somec:ie e who is sick and tlred of the gare to a.,‘?.»
making rwandom moves while in fact toadying to you. If &ll a,i
Joaded dlce into the game...

Three free 1lssuss of sub eredit, John, and tharks!))

SR eCrRRRUERRDERROY BRI AAARRABIYE 4kt 235 Horw. St s

Who's Having All the Fun?

This articls is going t¢ xeflect a peraonal philosophy that I have dave! Dpe
Joinling the postal Diplomacy hobby, and I fear that a few of you are geing o «iew
as snobbish and self-righteous, Nonethe}.eas”.,l think that some folks are piuving
far too many games.

Before you Jump on me for passmg such Judgsment on other people's anterwmzmw
let ne sent my case. Take George, for instance (all names in this articie hawvs -
changed). George 1s a standby player in one of my gamos. He never wiltes. Uheu ..
came into the game, hle country and mins were at war. I wrote him letter after iv’iw
pointing out the advantages of treaking off our conflict, trylng to make deals, beg irs 7
threatening. Nothing worked. The man continued to attack., and ssnt me nothing, #inuily;
wondsring whethier there was a person or a dead body out there, I wrots him a rasty
letter that began with the line, “Frankly, George, youm‘don*t know how to play Diplomany!"
Well, it worked, at lemst to the extent of ellciting o ‘reeponse, He wrote bawk! His
letter was quite reveallng, too. He had come into the. game a8 a standby who Just didn’t
eare, so much so that mine was the only address he kaew, of all the players. He had
never even bothered asking the (M for the others, and wouldn't have had mine, either,
had I not written to him. H1s games, apparently, had lost their individua) exciiement
for him. Why didn'i he glve a damn? Because he i3 In too many games! He’s standing by
in games from hers to China, but where is ths fun? So he moves the pieces arcvund in a
lot of mames! But no lstier-writing, mind you; that takes too much effort.

Then there’s Bob, Bob and I are allied, I think, bul he's in 25 mzames, so I doubt
whether he knows ii, I sent him a long; detalled letisr suggesting several ways we
could attack our opponent, some strange tricks we might try, some clever scheues
involving writing a couple of letters aplece to another player. His reply? A post card
six weeks later =aying, "Yes, I wlll help you take down England irn this game." And
nothing since. Misslog are the beautiful, subtle shades of deception. Gone are clavaer
Plots 1o stab an unwitting opponent. Definitely out is any plan thati would involve
asking Bob to wmxrite a letter to someons. Besidas, he NMRs half the time.

Now look at the other extreme ~- Rick. I am Rick's enomy in a cwrrent geme, and as
this article 1s being written, I am crsaning him. Nonethaless, Rick and I write to
each other every three or four weeks. The letters are enjoyable, have a Joking tone,
and sometimes speculate on what the game would have besen like had I not attacked him.

We still exchange plots, lles, and tall tales. Rick is the type of guy I*'d want to
ally with in the future. ' ' . S T

Cr then there is Steve, who 1s on my slde. Steve and [ are constantly writing or
calling, and often dreaming up the wlldest and corniest plots, stabs, and what-have-you.
And boy, that game 1s downright enjoyable. I could go on, but I think you get the
message. George and Bob may be in sixty games between them; while Rick, Steve, and I
are only in four or five aplece. But I think I know who'’s laving all the fun.

((The above article is over four years old, written when I was just a timid novice
myself. Had I written thls more recently, I wouldn't have ‘hanged names, nor would I
have used the expression "only four or five games aplece” w.th a stralght face.))
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by Randolph Smyin

From Fol S51 Fle #121...
Passing the Buck

Ever since 7’ve been in ihe hodbuby, and probably for several years beforehand,
there has wen conirovevrsg cver whether the rveplacement of dropouts with vstendbys®
is a good peactice la postal Diplomacy. Lately this debate seema to have litwr wi* 1ad
in some quarisrs, paxily because of a geographle polarisation of opinion {ferih
Amerlean GMe alwmos® wiversally appoint stendbys whenever svalliatle, while Biitlah
ones #end to leave the positions in civil disorder) and partly becsuse mosi cther
pajor controversies nseen to havs faded -+ as the hobby matums, exyerience lis lsading
o unaninliy in aany other areas. Leat you start off the zext few puragraphse wiid ‘he
idea *hat this iz g "neutral® article, let mc say that I°m a fiva belliever in the
systen I wus brought up under, that 1s. that the use of standbys iz a far superior
method of unning a game. From thst siart, I°J1 examine a few of the arguments, pro
and con.

1he Rulebook makes no mention of zitendbys, and goes inic some detall on how 4he
GM zhould txssat 2 civil disorder position, ‘his appears to e an argwmeni agalnst
standbys as helng Yagslnst the rules”, but you musi remenmber that the Rulebook was
wrltten for face-~to-facs players, and drafted ln ilts original form before the pusial
hobby was even thought of. FPostal play necemsarily forces saveral revislons on the
Rulebooks the wost glaring example is the suggestion that desdline intervals should
be about 15 minutes long! It's all that most pscple can manage to get sever origiual
rlayers togother for a face~io~-face game, without calling in standbys should somecn=
bave to leave: the civil disorder rvles are necessary in facs-to-face sames. Only
the poatal hoboy provides the opportunity for standby players to get in on ths fuag
vhether this ls desirehble or not cannot be decided by refersnce to & manual written
for different playing conditions.

The most ccnvincing argument I've seeon advanced agalusi ctandbys le that the gzue
iz the prescrve of the seven original players who coughed up the gamsfee. If one of
the players can simply owtlast the cthars, for vhatever reason, he°s entiilad to
the rewards of permistence., Some wrltexs have gone further, 1o say that an elemant
of skill is lnvolveds 1f a playsr is clever suough to scare off or discowrage everyona
siss, his offoris should not be frusirated by a fresh face plugged inte an abtandored
position. I weiievs this ls stretching the polnt -~ many players leave due to dlsiutsrest
oxr othoxr committzants, but I know of none who have bean literally intimidasted Into
leaving by ths acitlons of another player, Still. the btaalc "pevsistence” argument is
a reasonatle one,

Extra-game considerntions also become harder t¢ handle when the staadby method is
used, Rating systems have always had trouble Judging sitandbys, and la fact there s
no falr method of doing so. The latest system to come along {("Dregon’s Teeth® by
Bob Sergeant and Steve Mclendon) separates the twe groups of players entirely. but
opponents of this ldea hawe shown that this isn’t fully sztisfactory either. The
complexity of andgame wrilteups is nagnified when the contribution of standby players
must be noted. Perhaps most serdous in terms of ihe games themselves, there ave
rogrettably a few players who only seem to take poor standhby positions in oxder to
"zet" ons of the original players who wounded them elsaewhere. Crose-game threatls aud
deals aye more likely when a player has acCess to many gsmes ~- at no charge --
through standby positionas,

The other side of the detate has only one major point to make: that in an
"average"” soven-player game, only perhaps three will te adble to play thelr positlons
to compietion. A novics may drop out of the hobby in shert ordsy; a second
Player may be transferred to Ethlopla and be wahle to kesw upy a third way gcadually
lose interest, devedop toc many other committments, and ultlmately NMR twice in a row;
and, with a 2-3 year time frawe for a game, a fourth player may be dead vsfore the end!
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One may hope that the players will be move rellable, btut yeara of experience indicaies
that over 50% attrition is the norm in the gaversge game, Postal Diplomasy
without standbys is therefore not a seven-pan game at all: btut an endurance dest which
only two or three playexs will survive. Furthemmove, sklll is de-emphasized since

the abllity to profit from a dropout is dependent on being lucky enough to find omeself
next to a lot of civil-disorder wmits (and centexs). The taslc argument, then, is
that the game becomss a farce, and not "Diplomacy” at all, when 20 ox more csnbers

are “controlled" by powers in civll disorder, which hss actually happeunsd ‘n some
British games.

This 18, to me, a telling point for genexsl practice. As long as the players are
informed of the growndrules in advance and have paid thelr gamefees on that undexr-
standing, I can®t =ee any grounds for complaint atout the appearance of a atandby. I
an also convinced of the need to accept the potential extra-game protlieus as =
necessary evil to preserve the play balance of a seven-man game lasting three years.
(Since standbys have alveady lnsinuated themselves into most rating sysisms, 1t sesms
impossible to erasze their complications sfter the fact in any case., Howsver, tbere
is roor for both points of view, and the mass of players may have a lsgitimatle
grievance agalns® the hobby. It’s a plty that Nokth Ameriean glayexz have conslderabie
difficulty finding "no-standby” games, and vice versa for the Europeans, Still,

the "mass of rlayers” is tke hobbys 1f they want changes, it's up to them o ask for
ito :

((1'm in basic sgreement with this srticle. I, too, profer the American systen
of using stondbys to the British of civil disorder, or “auarchy”, as they call it.
And I agree that thexre 18 room (ard nced) for both ways, so long as thare are players
who prefer it both ways.))

Jeff Albrecht wrote the first letter to appsar in Volce of Doom. suggesting that
the hobby Novice Packet We turned cver to zeliable hands. Hie comments helped lead
to the publication of Supexnova. THANKS...%to Doomle Jeff Albrecht.

Steve Hutton has assigned his own zine the role of “Hobby Proving Grownd foxr VD's
Great Idsas”. A stauch ally in my fight to awaken the worid to the merits of strict
GMing, he has bteen a frequent companion and roommate at various cons. THANKS...to
Doomle Steve Hutton.

Mark Luedi has been a strong contributor ic the VD Gossip Column in recent years,
and a frequent respondent to the round-table dlacussions in this zipe. His writing
always maintains a lighthsarted air that adds to the enjoyableness of the zine.
THANKS. .  to Doomie Mark Luedi.

Cathy Cunnlng has always bYeen a person I°'ve felt I can talk to, and whom 1
trust, She was a factor in my becoming interesied in the Dritfish hobby. I wish all
the luck in the world {o her and Exfic., THANES« s - to Doomie Cathy Cunning.

Konrad Baumeister 1s a true hoﬁ‘ny pillar and a long-ilme supporter of Vb. Over
the years he has written several articles for this zine, and coniributed heavily to
the Gossiy Column. A friend thrvough thick and thin...THANKS...%o Doomis Kenrad Baimeister.

James Wall 1s a solld conservative, and with BRUX’s help will ald in FPresident

Reagan‘s re-electlon next month. He has been z heavy contributor to VD for over a
year. THANKS...to Docmle James Wall, e ,

Bob Osuch amazed many by con.t‘eésing in a recent imsus of %the zine that BRUX was

not a dick after all. Comlng from him, that's high pralse lndeed! THANKS...ic
Doomle Bob Osuch. ‘
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Key Up Thexe, Please Don‘t Step on Ne 841
The Perils of Puppethocd

Hey, Blg Daddy. Flease don't squash me., I°1l be good. I know we've been fighling
our war for over four yeare now. And now I'm just a little tiny kingdom in the
movntains and you'rs a nonsterous emplre about to overwhelr ths entlve contineni of
Euwrope. You don't nused to step on me, I°11l be good.

¥hat can I do for you? Can I send my last army againsi your othexr opponasntsi? FMay
I help support your armles againast those crusel and ovil macdmen who 83111 wouia deny
you youxr right to countanl the continent? May I just stay haimlessly out of your way
as you mareh toward your lneviialle ilapserial glory? Tell me what to do and I'11 do
it I'1Y e good.

I have priceles: and rare treasures hidden wlthin the crevices of ny e¢sstle. The,
are yours for ths ssking. And I will treat Your Highness {0 a kingly dinner of cavia:
and mountalin oysters. The gates of my litile kingdom are open to your every dssirs.
Maybe you wouid 1liko to take a nicé wecaticn in the royel resori~home atop Mt. Hieviusy
Itts at your duipoinl, kind friend, and toially secluded Trom the huddled nasses.
There, nigh atovrs the cloude, you will have forty-snd-ien ssrvants at your compand
day and ndghi. ind the rayal vacatlcn-<harem is yours as well. Aad you can look out
evar all of ihw cn: 3 o a clear day and see the Adrlatic Sea to your right and the Baitic
far 4o your left and everythlng in beiween. Foxr the asking., Just pleass dor'i huxt
me., 111 be gaad,

Can I aet as a go-betwean for negotlaticns inwolving you and the dvile? I have
two scoxes oi iralned sples who will e quite snthuslasile vver the prosgect of
helping Your Hlghness to his notle, ultimate victory. If you 1ike I csn even vacate
the Rovael Castle and you csm move in at yowr leisure. I will leave only with the
clothoes ¢n my back and my ralsin-lwead. You may even have the queen and the yprincsus.
And ths keyz to thein chastity beits. I will bulld a liitle cabin on the coast and
iive thewe and nevsr ever pester you sgaln, You can even bhave the cabin. I711 Lasva
the ralsin-lread behind too; i you went it. Il do anything to suit Your Highuese.
T°11 be good.

0h, why won®t you answer me? I will be the most txusiworthy, hard-workiog sexvaa’
an Enperor could want. I willl fall %o my knees at the vary nentlon of yowr gloxious
name, I will kiss your Royal Feet. My life will be tetnlly devoted to the Iuifillnernt
of your every desine. I will Pegueath you my very soul, that yours may eternslily resi
in peace. Night and day; hour by hourx, I shall live for you and you alone. 1 will
personally fight your wars if your seldiers wish 1t. I shall subtmlt mysealf o tha
ecstasy of your Royel Whip three times dally. Oh, Yowr Highneas, won't you 14t we
live? Have pmexey cn one who revexes you above all othsrs. ileasse, your Royal Hlizhiess”
311 be good.

Oh; woe! And yel you answer me rot. What more can I offexr thou? Whati aie your
worldly wishes? You chall have etsrnal cmnisclseuce. You snsll know all there is o
know. You shall he Bvervywhere and Everything. OH! OH! You shall he God, You ars
the Almighty. 7The keys 1o the Ublverae shall rest in yowr palm, youxr magnificent
pelm. Please, plesse spare me! I impilore you not to step on zs and extinguich the
last remailning spark of life. Oh, Your MaJjesty, Your Highness, Your Glorlousress,

I'1) Beaco

The Question I was Never Alle to Answer; My Extreme Agony at this Inability of ¥Mine:
% the 2ine was Kept AlLlve this Long: and the Ultlmate Huel 1 Ziation of Having A
th tham StiLl Unsolved, Much to the Eﬂi‘tor's Utter and Ftemal Regxe?t

by BRUX Linsey

I have always wanted to kunow why arxtlcles® titlzs are always longer than ilheir
texts. I kept publishing in the hope that samﬂmy 1*3 discover the answer, bubl 1 se«
now that's impossible, so I'm folding.
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From Fol S1 Fie #29... 8 j
How Henest?
o

Handing Down the Mexalogue

iy Rarind ni 45
by Hapdolniy Sayth

Laying down guldeiines ca how much of your true state of mind o expome o your
f 1low playsxa (Jysdmnnrien’t of the gams conditlions and the plaﬁr % o %mp‘.mm:ﬁ:n
iz z2n Impossible task. Sompe will disagree with the items In the following list,
which has been slashed ruthlesely from what gould have been saldy others will cunzider
21) of then too obvious to mention. For myssif, £'d rather play with the latisy
varietly, 1T ounly teceguse we ithink along the same lines.

1) Novexr lie outzright in 190i. It esisblishes a first impvessilcs of walruse-
worthiness on all players which iz almost Imypossible to sbake; and ary selus made
fron stabs will » 1inlted, also provoking tis formatlon of an “"alllanez of foax®
among your neighhors, The mora successfil you avs militaxily, the wmore frus this
will te. DBesldes, can you bs sure, 50 early In ithz gamz, that ithe power you zxs allled
with is really on your slde...?

2) Never 12 t0 a puppet, 1f you are lucky erough to possses ane. Havilg ouce
accepled the role, he usuvally responds beiter to the truth, ever AF it lovoives a
Turther erosion of his centers. Bven when a stab puts the game in your lap. your
power is usually sufficlent {0 win by force while continuing with the alllrnoe. The
bad feelling crsated is not worth saving one or two game voars.

3} Pesist the tempiation o do moze tguth-bending to a plaver yon fomside,
competent,. HEven if he 1s, there 1s usunlly a more astute plaver lun (hw wings o S8t
him stralght if your fabricationa get 4oc wild,

i4) Never tell evexrything to anycne. Yeu deserve 1o ve manipiated 7% all your
cards are face up. On the other hand, beware ths ally whe Anitlates such relatlons.
Recliprocate cauticusly 1f at all, and maintaln a healthy comterpunch capablility
sgalnst a possible stah,

5) Genexaily. try to make sll detalls of your moves on the board aupree with
the statements you've mads te zll players, including enenmles {the lawr wn't Do weve
e lie anyhow). The most efficient stabs {4f you'rs that way inclined) azs :
those who have esiablished credibility beforehand; while a game~long nilia
prefer) 18 naiurally strongest when yonu can count on your ally cowing threugh
Neutrals and enemies may recelve ounly the occasional scrap wiih this policy: bt
why not meintaln commumicatilon if divulging the information won't hurt ixn ,m Hay {(¥I'm
gonna kill you ir {wo game-years, man.").

6) The converse doss not always hold: do not maie statemsnts to agres wiin every
detall of your moves (see #4), That 1s, 1t is rarely necessary to 1ist the upsoming
season‘’s orders for all wnits, g,:lvi.ng your recliplent a Tkl ldea of your noteniial,

His communlcatlons with other playsrs may give him an exaci idea of what will nzppen.
Allow someons this perfect knowledge evexry season, and the obvicus wesuli is inevitabls.

All this covers the most extrems cases caly, where I think T°13 ge% fhe leunt
argunsnt. Ti°s fortmate that the occssional maye.c willd offer chiectlons 4o any of
the polute listed -- as Judgements on playsr relisbility ara often ‘Lr Tests of
alilanes formation in the first place, every gama wo.,xid o sinillar Af a »ide werletly
of views on the subject were not belog put Into practice wiih every s-a:.:c‘iw vge af letiers.

The Golden Rule is {(hold your breath) xsveal everything you think i~ o and
hang onto what 1an"t. Absurd in 1ts obwlousness? Perhaps...bmb bhow rany e Just
g : F
1@ al

spew out whatever comes to mind without making any such Judgements Tre L
Judgenent deperds orn players and poBiticug. . cubder nakes thle arvicds uael <on.




4 N
LTSN N A U -J : 84‘
q VHGT peally wsnlewss, Rendolph, even i¥ you hold the view fhat atraleny
fgye v ve useiul walher than just interesting, In thle cuse, what is very o T
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d, vou are correct to polnt out that this i H
o e StT B . o _‘ paint oult that this lbist is ruthless)
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obwlous thet one should never send a laitier whilch, if passed, 1s likely to destroy
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MAN SAYS CONTEMPT.
1973 Washingtonian Award for WAS NOT FOR ‘COURT

Roaches Unseat

N.Y.C. Busriders Non-Euphemistic Legal Oratory STOCKTON-ON-TEES, Eng-
Reuter e d. sir. is a cesspool of filth Jand (Reuters)—Bill Bangs went

NEW YORK. June 11 — Your mind, sir, 15 a ¢ spo o to court charged with contempt

’ venom, lies and prejudice. To call you for flashing a rude finger sign

Passengers swarmed off a savage would cast aspersions on innocent at a passing limousine.

New York City bus Mon- Sa\'aées. If 1 believed vou had sufficient beT};&Ooc_culaaaer;ts “tllggnerc’iroor\;;ﬁg
da)'v when a record heat understgmding, l"\\"ouid call vou a very, had him]an?est,ed and charged.
wave forced hundreds of very evil person. ) In court, the judge told him:’
cockroaches out of their — Washington communications lawyer “This is a hvery} serious.
hiding places and onto the Benedict Cottone to an FCC examiner matter. I have the authority to!
seats. during licensing hearings for Station se?\/(liryggnigosg?;l‘;ga‘you know. .
The passengers then KAYE, Puyvallup, W ashington. “I humbly apologize. I did.
waited for s — - _ not intend to show disrespect
another bus to your lordships. 1 thought it

was the mayor’s car.” )
The judge accepted his ex:
planation and released him.

only to see riders on that
vehicle clamber off for
thg same reason. Then a
third bus lumbered up
and its passengers came

tumbling out because of DOOR SLAMMED, HOUSE FALLS

the uninvited guests.

onelLa“éiilf’gif_"s“"g’ said Mrs. Mary Adams holds the keys to her house in Stockport, Eng-
Officials said Mondav's land, but she won’t be needing ther much now. When Mrs. Adams

95 degree heat forced the slammed her front door, the house slid into the River Mersey.
I;Zig;efn g)uet th?-fe R %‘l?s‘:sg “The door was 4 little stiff so I gave it a good bang,” she said. The
‘ house is the last of a row of old buildings and adjoins a bridge

motors.
carrying heav traffic.



The Gossip Column 8 g
Part II1

From Steve Langley (8/13/84):

Dear Bruce,

VD's blg uproar issue arrived just as we were in the midst of moving. I read it
Sunday, in the hospltal, while walting for my CT scan., -

A CT {Computerized Telemography) 1s a 3-D X-ray. From the patient's point of
view 1t 1= belng strapped with wide velcro binders to a moving table followsd by two
houzs of wninterrupted time for thought. Having Jjust finished VD, naturallv that ise
what I thought atout. Not just the zine, but the people and the - 1ssues., I gwss I
started with the lssues, ihe business about Bill Highfleld, the FIM petiticn, the
lrragular game in MM, the ccntention tetween VD and the BNC. 'Two hours 1s a long tlnme
to just think abtout a subject. I went through s few changes of mind in some of the
aveas. I asked some questions that I couldn’t answer. I found lots of contradictions
I couldn®t resolve. So, I'm writing it all down and sending it to you. I'm going to
keep a copy for myseif, for future study. The situztion bothers me 2 great deal.

I guess I°11 start with the simplest and farthest removed, the "izregulax" game
in MM, I get MM. I read Ron‘s zccount of the situation. I 4idn°t undsxstand that
he was condidering dropping oul of the hobby over the situation. I agree with you
100% abvout Ron’s integrity. and I don't understand your reaction on the face of it!
You‘re the BRUX! The rule stickler! What are you doing saylng that having one of the
players in ihe game informing the GM of country assigaments or having the GM ask the
Turkish player choose the standby for Austria (whether or not the moves were used,
the incident alone affects the game) is not irregulaxr? Considering that you published
a long letter from Rod Walker on the very subJect (i.e. irregularity, not the MM game),
you nust have been in a strong state of awareness as to what the temm imgular really
means, and yet you seem to be making an lssue of Ron's integrity out of 1t, It was
an irregular situation. Nothing more. The game should be flagged for raters. 1°d
probably rate it, unless the situation gets so blown out of shape that it further
inpingea on the game.

But what abtout you? All else being equal, I would have expected a different reaction
out of you, yet you got pretiy emotlonal in Ron’s defense. A defense that seened to
be erected against no real attack. Until I saw you defending his integrity, I saw
no evldence that his integrity was in question. Of course, all else 138 not equal.

You are feuding wlth Kathy Byxne, the current BNC, Could it be that you are letting
your personal feelings influence your position on this question? After a lot of
thought, that is the conclusion I was forced ito draw.

((Steve, I hope you won't mind if I anawer you after each topic instsad of my
usial wait-till-the-end routine, but these are important issues and your letter 1is
long enough that I think it will be mors readable if I do it this way.

Perhaps I dld get a bit emotional in defending Ron Brown. You say that you saw
no evidence that his intsgrity was belng questioned, but I saw the ugly words "GM-
playexr collusion” in :reference to Stafford’s letter. They leapt right out of the
page at me. And, when I spoke with Ron, he sounded quite upset that this charge might
hang over his head should the protest go through. Having been a victim of the same
exact charge in the past, falsely made, I think I know how Ron felt. That’s why I
sprang so vigorously to his defense,

But I will grant you that my personal feelings toward Ron have nothing to do with
the game‘'s regulaxity, and perhaps I needed to make that distinction more clear. Why
don’t you go back and read what I wrote before that, about a "random draw® and the
fact that the standby selected by the Turkish player never made it into ithe game? Those
were my arguments as to why I don't feel the game should have been lrregular, a position
I 8till hold. Am I Plased by my dispute with Kathy? I don't belleve so. I think I
arrived at my conclusion reasonably. That others disagree doesn‘’t surprise or bother
me. That is their right.))



The sscond issue 1s the one about the FIM petition. You sent me a eony of the
patitlon, less than & full moath agn. In iz, you had excerpts fror {leaniess {4 ' ks
that were gulie currsat, so 1 can conclude that [ got 1t Just about wner eveTyors wla
did. Of course, there may have baen varlous waves of the thing. Anyhow. vou sald tha
you got elght responsible publishexrs to sign and two who refused Leceuss (hay dldn't
waut to be on John Cexuso's “shit 1list®., You alsc ssld that ¥I¥ is ssenlog to closn
up its act latsly, so perhaps the petitlon won'’t have Lo be used.

Now wa both know I didn't sign the petliiion, and, consirulng the letier I sent
you about why I won't sign such a document Into “dossn®t want to get on Jekho Caruvso's
"shit 1ist'” is doing me a dissaexzvice. So, sither you are not listing all ithe votes,
or you are interpreting some of the votes to mean what you see in them, Whiah is It7

;{Haither. You've cverlocked the obvicus, Your letlter to me in zesnpouss to the
FIM petitlon was writien on August !. The geme deadline for YD #9598 wae august 3. an¢
That's the day “hobthytalk" was type«i, contalining ny remarks ahoui FIM. Your letisr
hadn't srrived by then, The "shit ilst” comment 15 a direct guots from ihe iwo sublishers
whe felt that way (independently of each othar, I night add). You ware not ore of
th?;ms

Vhile wo're on the tople, l*t me slabtorate Duxrther on the Tinal cutocis of tha

petition. Fire® of all, theze were 21 coples sent oui, lncluding mine. INight };PQZ‘;,{.&
slzned. Two dldn’t want o de “t. ox:-:"c.c Grrvusots shit list, Three ox four wwsmﬁ wiih
remurks 1lke "ii‘s o blt prematuws -- lei's sse if Carusc kesps it up” or "I sze

the rroblem, but 1 cion“t think this is necessarily the test way %o htmdw LY Thare
vere a few cutrighit refusalz; you, Luedl, Hubton., Thexs wore a handful not neand
fmmn))l hope that clarifles for you how the “woting” went, if it’s to o viewsd az
suehs

Hew can you, with a straight face, claim thet FIH 1s being Influencady Uatdd £
wrote John Caruso about it, the same letter I zent ycm, e hads®t even Lward of rour
responsllle publisbers ic ban FIM project. How could you inflrence him? I% hes only
baer a month! How could you know whetier you ware influencing him or rot? I Juet
s> §IM An a Furopean zine, Macht do Splel (and J iake no credit or responeibility
for fhe; apelling) and John sesmed Jusi about as inhibitod thexe as he does here (not
at 811).

fet, read as you mt.e about it, your petiltion is made to sound nearly wuniveroally
accepted and effective. Why? Is this asnothexr cass of BRUX letting Tewds color bhis
percepiiona? 0, is it a casse of siretchlng your case 2 bit bacause Lt 1la paxt of a
feud? Ov 4id you really think that my refusal to sign a petition in fevor of selcilvs
censorship was out of fear of John Carmso? Did you rsally think John wsa reactling io
such a device by temporlzing what he has to say? Are we talking swout e sawe John
Carusc in these questiona?

. {(Yewn. Steve, I didn°t say that John mellowed cut in FIf because nf the psiition.
I'm sorry if you read it that way. I have noticed a lack of the sort of maerial that
I and seven others wepe protesting in rscent weeks. Why, I don't kiow. .ﬁ,’ einsc got
a note from Dsve Carter saying that John told him tc pass ou his apologles o thoos
who were offenddd by the Slespless Knights issue of FIM, For all I know, maybe John
nineelf Jjust declded that hefd gone a vit Tar and ought “te cool it. I don'® know
Maybe by the time thls goes to press thare will be a reason tc priunt the petlilon. I
hope not. I am satisfled with the current (as of early Septemisr) onitsxn, and hovne
it continues.)) :

The farther in we get, the harder it 1s to write. 1 Jusi revead ire above apd ¥
do not sound cbjective., I sound antagonistic to BRUX. I d&id not mean i to. 1 Zhought
I wae being objective when I was thinking etout the situation, 8o, L have ¢vidence
of nyself appearing other than T thought I was acting. Is this shati happened te you?

({apparertly so, perhaps. It is a rave person whe can read lig own wrlilng the
way others wlll view it, T know. One cap only strive for objestivity. !
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Now, we get into very troubled waters. You say that Kathy Byrne called you on
the phone and threatened to rule all of your gesmes irregular. You sald 1t a month
or so ago, Jjudging by the letters to VD on the subject. She was described as being in
a rage. Your respense 1s thai you went Kathy to dlsqualify herself from ruling on
any VD games. You argus a blt wlth Rod Walksr about irregularity and what grounds
Kathy might have. On the surface, this locks like the baslis for one whale of a feud.
St11l, T had a lot of time for thought and I came up with a lot of unanswered
questions,

Why was Kathy in a rege? That wes the first and most owicus. Did the phone csll
actually occur? If not, why would Bruce invent it? If 80, why wouid Kathy make it?
There was mention of a letter to one of Kathy's klds. Were the two related? D1d
Kathy thlnk Bxruce had sent one of her children a "filthy" letter? Would Bruce do
such a thing? If not, why would Kathy think he had? Does this tie in in eny way with
the FIM petition? The phone call came first, at least lnsofar as intermal evidence
indicates. If thsre was a phone call. See what I mean about troubled waters? None
of 1t is veally explained, 1t just seems to have occurred in a vacuum. Poof, for
no reason at all; a feud. That Jjust does not make sense!

People do things through various motivations. If Kathy called you in a rage
then something enraged her. What was 1t? A letter to onme of her kids? Why would you
do that? To get tc Kathy in about her only weak spot? Why would you want to get to
Kathy? There is too much missing., Far too many questions umanswered.

((You are asking some gquestions that have already been answered here in print.

To rapeat myself, thens yes, the phone call existed. No, there was no nasty lettisr
to one of Kathy's kids, No, Bruece would never and has never done auch a thing., No,
Bruce doesn’t helieve in exploiting people’s weak spots,

You ask why Kathy called me in a rage. All I know are the reasons she gave me
for being angry. There were several items in Voice of Doom #95 that strongly offended
her, One was ihe House of Loxrds editorlal. Anoiher had to do with the crossword
puzzle. A third was the crack about Caruso’s humor not being funny. And, she was
upset over John Kelley's printed statement that Cxruso had mentioned the possibility
of physlcal violence should the two ever meet. She thought that I had put Kelley up
to printing that. (I had no prior knowledge that the remark was going to see print.)
0ddly, Kathy 4idn't mentlon the cne item in the issue that I thought she might find
offensive: the "To "Toadybashing" article, Those, then, are the reasons she gave for
being upset, though they ocame out at various points in the conversation, not all
clearly and consecutively stated as I have done above.

Do I think that she was really mad about those things, or was she Jjust looking
for a reason to be angry? I don’t know. The logical question would then become, why
was she looking for a xeason? I supposs, Steve, that if I had ail of the answers to
your)%mstion& regarding Kathy"s behavior, then I°'d understand her enough to deal with
her.

Then there is Bill B.ighfield. Your 1ittle “confession” was gretty good. I read
through it and came away thinking that Highfield was a victim of his own stupidity.
I disagreed with your conclueion, that he really is a dangerous person, but I felt that
he was, in a very strong way, raspansibla for what had occurred. Then, I started
thinking. Terrible thing, thought. It spinse around in one's head and won‘t let go.

Some of my first observations, dismissed by the time I'd read Sesler’'s letter,
recurred, what a1d the references to Garuso and Tallman have to do with it? They
set the stage for the rovelation of Bruce’s trus motiwes. A couple of straw men to
knock aside on the way to what was really going on. Then I started wondering,

"What waz really going on?" Highflald 1is bugging Bruce with death threats. Bruce
warns him to cool 1t or be turned 1n, B1ill persists. Bruce turns him in.

Is Bill dangerous? Bruce says he knows him pretty well and concludes that he is.
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Why then dld Bruce writs to Bill's commanding officer? That gurasvion yos2 up out of
all the rest and wouldn't let go.

Bruce could have a) sndured and hoped BA11 would go away, b, iried to reasnn
with Bill, ¢) tcld BAll's parents aboul the problem and ask them to discipline their
chlld; d) gons io the police, &) told Blll's O0. OFf this iist, the most dangerous,
Af Bill 1s dangevous, is the one Bruce did, ¥Why this contradiction? [Loss Iruce resily
think that B11l 1s daugercus or Just au anunoyance? From what happened 1 {ind it very
hard to conclude that you zeslly fsaved Bill,.

Anocther negger. Why was Bill sendiug you death thrsats? You mantioned Erle Kene.
Does 1% follow that Bric knows whot Bill was threatening you sbout?

((At this pcint, Steve goes on to construet a possible scenario about why Bidl
aay have been writing the death thysates, It is nll speculation, it isn’t close io
the truth, and I have no reason to print it.))

vosWhy dddut you telk to his parents? You kuew them, if oniy in paseing -- st
least his father, didn't you? Do you really ohink yvou acted respousibly in golnz directly
to Bill's C07

{(I wuldn‘t have dome it had I not Ffeit that [ was actiug responsibly. Hegerding
the cther opticns you brought vpt Bill's perents are divorcsd, and I°ve pever met
eithex of them. His mother and BALL don’t get along at all. Bi1l lives with his
father, and works in his meal markst. I have good xeason to beilezee, haviiz heard
Bill’s descriptlon of hie family life, that his father i) has little or nc control
over Bill's activities, and 2) is not at all the sort of person who would have set
B11l cown and tried %o reason with him ewen If he ¢id have contrel., I bave 2 letier
from #111°s father. It reads almost 1lka oue of Biil'e letters., HNot gulte, but
almoet, In my Judgemsnt, thils men wouldn't have trisd to disciplins Bill, ard
enuldn®t have had he wanted to.

The police. I cowered that In my rasponse to Ty Hawe's lelier in YD #96. I was
not out to clobber Bill's whele 1lifs, :

Ignoring him. Risky. The thieats were ongeing, not one isolazted occurvence.
Please read Mark Berch's letter of 8/27, somewhere in this ismus. One does not
ignor: repsated death threats.

Tried to r=ason with Bill, I did that. It didn’t work.

You want to know why Bill was sending the death threats, Ky response will take
the foxm of another questicns can you concelve of any iegitimate »eason for thess
threata? Any reason whatsoever? I am of the fixm belief that ihewe is nc leglitimate
reason for sending s death threat. Thus, the reasons behind Bill‘’s sctlors (which
are many and very complex) are not of conaequenceo "If you can persusde me that thsre
is any reason why somecne should threaten someona’s life, then I can recepitulete and
Talk about Bill's reasons,

Morsover, ycu forget, apparently, that I'm not the only pereson he thrsatenad.
lLet’s just assume for iths moment that I'm some sort of horrible, dissased nonsier who
does deserve to be killed. Than what about Kelth Ssslexr? Iid he deserve 1o be
threatened in this way? What about this “Christine” Bill wants 6 murdez? ig she
equally desexrving? Or can we assyme then ihat the vroblem lles wlib 2117

Sigh. I realize that ths above 1s preiiy evasive, Jo te it. Thexs wsze no

legitimate reasons why Bill was thmataning peopla‘’s 1lives, end thai’s &1l Gt needs to
be said on the matter.

Caruso and Tallman were involved simply bacausme they were the two publishers who

decided that thic nesded to be bropght into the hobby 88, and then avolded tslilng
thelr readers the relevant facts behind the situatlon.))

So many questions. On the one hand you could be slime that walks. 4 cunning. Jow
creature who manipulates people and situations cut of pure malice. On the other hand.
nice people like you. The Lords, Joan, Samautha, I like you. It bothars
me that someone I like has so many unanswered questions hanging arcuné his actions,

({well, I hope I've anawexed socme of them to your satisfaciion. Why don’t you
write back and let me know, although without VD my responses will have to by and largs



be made privaiely from now on, as I don't see myself devoted considerable space to
this discussion in my subgine.))

I also 1like Kathy. It is very difficult to see people I llke feuding as hard as
this seems to be happening. Actually, I do think you stretch your case when you are
in a feud., If you dld not, you would be other than human, Do you, in the same mode,
thoughtlessly hurt people? I really don®t want to think that but from what I°ve
Just read it is difficult not %o think it.

((Po I stretch my case in a feud? Maybe. You can point to my emotional ryemarks
about Ron Brown to substantlate this Af you wish. I do not think that you can
Justifiably point to the Highfleld Affair in this context. My answer then would be,
"sometimes”. And I would also point out that there’s a blg difference beiween
stretching one’*s case and telling outright lies. To say that Ron Brown'’s intregrity
has to do with the regularity of '83AY is to "streich my case®. To say that Bruce
wrote a nasty letter to Francine is to lie,))

You and John Xelley concluded that Terry Tallman just likes to tear people down w
meke himself look better, Letting yourself accept such analysis 1s a fault you should
examine., It keeps you from having to look at yourself. Right now, you really look as
though you could profit from Jots of self-examination.

{((I'm sorry, Steve; that point I can't let go by. I offer the following statements
about Teiry Tallmans he likes to make himself look good by tearing down others, and
he gets his Jollles by taking away from other people's fun. I realizs that I'm not
going to persuade you just by making the blanket statement, nor by telling you that
I know of others who agree, so let me back up my claims with examples and then you
Judge whether my remarks are sincere, or just indicate a need for introspection.

1, There are Terry Tallmen's repeated attacks on the GMing in Voice of Doom.

I'n referring to his comments both in his own zine and letier columns elsewhere in the
hobby. He has for the past year and a half constantly been telling people that he
would never recommend VD as a place to play. VD, like it or not, is (er, was) always
on time. There were generally very few admdication errors. Flayers played hers

by the dozen, and were usually satisfled. But what of the games Terry Tallman is

(or was) running? VWell, Terry will brush that off with a fleeting refevence to his
own "lackadalsical” GMing. It’s not just lacadaisical; 1%t°s horrid. Don't take my
word for it. ‘Ask the players in the game he took over from Jack Fleming (Gary
Coughlan was in the game, among others) whether Terry's GMing was so bad that they had
to take the game to Doug Beyerlein so that he could sort out all the errors for the
past several seasons. Look at his record of bslug consistently late, and then tell
ne that Texry's constant barping about how terrible VO's games are isn’t just a ploy
to draw attentlion away from his own pitiful GMing. I°m serious -- ask Gary Coughlan
about it, and you’ll get a8 well-desxrved earful of a true GMing horror story.

2. Terry is fond of telling the hobby, both in Amsrica and Europe, just how
dreadful the VD letter column is. It's pages of elime, he says. If that were true.
then why does it keep generating the response it does? I must be doing something
right. But what of the NSWG letter column? In fact, what of the reader contributions
to that zine to begin with? Can anyone serioualy lock at the content of the two
zines, and say with a straight gace that Tallman isn‘t Just Jealous at the response
¥D gets? and his target isn't gust Vi3 it's zines 1like Anduin and EE as well.

3. He bas consulted a copyright lawyer to lcok into the legality of Mark Berch’s
reprinting articles in Diplomacy Digest, even though he himself has never been
reprinted. Over a hundred people anjoy reading DD (based on the ‘fact that they
shell out thelr cash for 1t), but Terry would destroy the system for evervone if he
could because hepersonally doesn't like the concept of a 2ine based on reprints, He's
not satisfled with the knowledge that he doesn®t have ft%. no sir, he’s got to ruin
other peocple’s fun as well. sub
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L, Ask James Wall (if his opinion of Tallman ian’t already obvious . :ow Lie ‘el .z:s
in this issue) atout Terry‘’s attempiz to weasel his way inito all of James’' gampes =3
a standby, Jjust ofr the purposes of getting tack at James for soms scllon lu an
sarlier game, How would you like 1t if there was someone out o spoll your games
this way, luxking on every standby list for ithe games you ware playing in” Tellman
claims that its all "Wall-baiting® and in fun. Of couwrse ii's fum for him. e
gots off on spolling other people's fum.

5. In care you missed 1t, Tsllman hlmself has nreiiy much proven py point wlia
hile orn words. If he's not cut to sggravats others for ihe saks of sggyruvating ihem,
then bow do you explain . away his comments to Denver Glont which, he says, ware
intended to inelte great agony iz several Amerlcsan publishsys? There 18 ro
explanation for that very revealing remark...except to gecept the statement that
Tallmen gete his jollies by hurtlng other people. As evidonced west xeseniiy By...

6, His gtiacks on me over the HighTield Affalr, etc. He has managed to dxag my
personsl life lonlto it in a mazner that can only be construed as purs sadlsa. He
deliberatsly avolded any mentlon of the death thxeats, even though he knew sbout inem.
i am bheing savaped on a personal level in the pages of his 2ina. Don'*t tsll me he
doean’t st dack up thoare in Segitle and laugh his head off at others' agony;: he’s
proven 1t too many tlmes.

I am far from alone in my views of Tellman. Tiey ave shared. to sciwz sxtent at
least, by Walker, Coughlan, Bawmeistsr, Kelley, Brad Wilsen, Wall, and Favierberg.
You are sntitlsd to think that my opinion of him is off base and indlicsism a need
for introspection. I don't agree., But snough of me. I°11 let you finish...))

Since I've read all of the above two ¢r thres times now and since all I could
G0 to make it more complete would be to rewriite a couple of seniences andfox corxsas
the epelling and since I can't reglly think of any other gusstlons, YAl closs.

I hopz you take this better then 1t sounds. I don‘t mean 1% as an “attack”, so
much as to let you imow that the questionz sccurred ¢ me and so, could well have
sccurred to others. 1 think thay are questions you need ic anewsr for yourself or
mnswer for the rest of us, depending on the question,

((Well, I've done my best. I hops that I've satisifisd you on mosi polnts. Ifm
curions 1o know,

My first inclination was o be cffended by this leiter, especlally the paris
wher2 you ask Quastions that I°ve already snswered. It sssmed a2 though you were Just
guestioning my integrity. So I let 1t sit for a few days.

Then I came lmck and raread it, and the last paragraph sank in. You weve actually
doing me a favor by wrlting this letisr, and I apprsciste it. TJou are rights i
ths questions occcurred to you, then maybe they wsre occurring to others who didn':
bother to write in. This gave nme the opportunity to answer then. B

But, wu, Steve...Jjust don’t go having toc many mores of those operations. eh?);

From Maxk Berch (8/27/84)s

Dear Brucs,

I believe that your actlo.® in the Highfisld matier was & ressonable ous, and I
probabtly would have done much the same thing. )
~ Hona, as you know, has worked for some time as a nuwse and as a cownsellor, sc she's
had quite a bii of experience with psople who have problems of one sort ox enoiher. A
lot of what people say you Jjust ignores it's Just ialk, talk, talk. DBut, she has
emphasized, the one thing that you must take seriously are thresls (o kill, i.e.
sulcide or murder. This cannot be brushed off, espeeixlly wien ii is a ;epssted
phenominon, and noi an isolated incldent. It's not just the finality of dezih.
investigation of killings (murder or suleide) so frequently show that the perprirator
gave out signals to others that he was z danger. VWhen these signais ar: acted ohe a
tragedy can someiimes be avolded. If writing tc Bill directly 4id not work, you had
the right to tusn elsevherc.

((And s6¢ 7 dide To my {unirained) mind. it seems porfeectly clear itha® ocne cannot

lgnore repeatsd death threais.))
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From John Kelkeys

Bruce~-

A hasarty welcome to Paul Rauterberg. I don’t agree with the man, but I'm glad
he*s one of my countrymen, Nevertheless...

“Ronnie Redneck Raygun" 18 an almormally childish bit of name-~calling, and for my
part, Paul, I'm mystifled that you stooped to it. Hate to say this, but it's the
kind of comment (political positions being reversed) Bill Highfield used to make. If
President Reagan is so beloved in this country, how come everybody I talk to runs
bim down, just 1ike a broken record? And it's not Reagan, it°s the natlon; he’s not
a dictator, and I wasm't talking about him. Fact is, I don‘t hear good things about
America as often as I hear scathing curses of 1t. The Americans ] hear are against
Grenada, for the most part. That's what leads me ito call "antl-patriotism" and
“liberalism” prevalling sentiments.

Furthermore, *"patrilotiam" 1s not a synonym for slavish support for US acts and
policiss in my book: To me, "patriotism" is a way of looking at one's country,
taking into account its rights and wrongs, and wlahing 1t to survive and prosper
on its o merit, holding views based on the £irm belief that those views are whatjs
good for the country. That makes many freeze supporters patriots, and I'm committed
to it. If they believe that this idea is in Amerlca‘’s ¥est lnterests, then I accept
it even if I disagree.

Unfortunately, most of our countrymen don‘t go that far, Paul. They simply
criticise without caring, figuring that the comtry has screwed them sc horritly that
it can go manipulate itself., That's "anti-patriotism”, commonly heard among well-off
youth and adults to whom the whole system has b2en generous. That's what I'm condemning.

North Sealth Weat George? I don’t receive it. I don't desire it.

Backtracking, 1 Just thought of a song that I consider to epitomized patriotism;
it’s "Sulte Madame Blue" by Styx. It laments the present situation, but it's sung by
a man that shows love for his country; he wants the best .for 1t and sings about it
in mournful but majestic clarity. It's one of my favorites.

((You must travel in different circles than me. I don’t hear a whole lot of the
anti-patriotism you desoribe any more. I heard it during the Vietnam War and Watergate.
In recent years, however, I've detected a strong shift toward patriotism, as evidenced
(in my unshakeable opinion) by the popularity of Ronald Reagan.

I think you overreact to Paul's use of “"Ronnles Redneck Raygun". Heck, I'm always
bantering about Fritz 'n' Tits, so why shouldn't the other side have thelr little
nicknames as wll? To compare that to Highchalr‘®s dribbling is o exaggerate the
point beyond reason. : ‘

I did 1ike your definition of patriotism, though, with restrietionss I can't
quite bring myself to view someone who advocated communiam (or Naziiem) for this
country as a "patrlot", even if he's sincere. Add then a dash of common sense and
intelligence to your definitlon, and you have true patriotism.))

From Mark Berch (8/22/84):

Dear Bm. . ‘

On the matter of your dispute with the BNC, I bellsve you are entirely wrong.
Rauterberg's advice (#98, p. 33) is entirely sound., There 1s no need for you to
complain about things she might do. You can simply wait till the problem occurs and
deal with it then. Your response on p. 34 skirts this point. You havan’t shown that
you’d lose anything by walting, The problems you refer to on page 4 will be waiting
for you regardless of whether you complained about 1t in advance or not.

Turning now to Rod’s letter on this topic, I°d 11ke to echo hls remaxk to the
effect that I, too, have @een no evidence that she'd use her BNC positlon as a weapon
against someone she dldn't llke personally. I also agree with Rod's prediction that
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if such s question actuslly arose, she'd consult with othsr estaciied hodby mombers
on the issve,

But you say you'd want the “sssurance” she‘d de that, adding, “I am entliled to
it." Yes, and I'd want z million bucks, but so what? I'm no move “entliled” to
that than you are to what you want., I don't see why that phone cal) erntliled you %o
anything. I don't see why you can't GM your games, and in general live your entire
1life exactly ths same as you would if you hadn’t recelved the call. Sincs you cxn do
Just That, 1 don't think you've gained any entitlements at all,

As for delegaténg her decision, I see no reascn for her to make any such promise,
and T don’t see why you should have tc live your life any differently withoul
obteining such a promise. The fact that you would "auviomatically dAsqual ity myself®
does not mean a thing. She’s under no obligation to perform tix RBHC dutiss the way
you would.,

And the rest of it is Just rhetoxlcal strawperson slashing. v(Y ur-er Kathy's
thumb” 1s completely absurd. You can GM exactly the way you want, and you can GM 1in
the present sltuatlon ths same way you'd (M if there were no BNV instituiion. As

such, Kathy’s ability to label a game irregulsr creates no conetirzints ou your GMing.
Hith ne consiraints there, you have no complaint.

One of thess days you're golng o get the heng of what to pay atiention to and
what to ignove. You haven't got thew et

((crwbls. L @ik T'Ve Bec. uver the same polnie onough times. T3 don't
think T hod any business protosiing against Kathy's thisat, and T do. ioi's leave 4t
at that.))

From Bric Xanss

Bruce,

I*d like to respond to your comment that "Anyons who thinks that honosexualltiy
is somehow not nommal is living in the Dark Ages". I believe that this statement is
incorrect. Homosexuality, or sexual intercourse between  two members of the same
gender, is nct “nowrmal®. This is not to say that it 1s wrong or immorai, Jjust that it
is not what our sexual organs are there for, They are thers, obviousiy, for the
purpose of reproduction, which of course you know is impossible betwean. say, two
meles. For one to become sexually aroused, it is not because he is "in love", but
moye like one “in hezt”. One feols a deslire to have intercourse -- to produce offspring.
This is often translated into a feeling of *love" which we display towards owr partner.
In other words, to become sexualliy aroused because of another rember of ihe same
gender 1s not nommal. I see know reason whv z ~uv can't love another pu. or two
girls loviag esach other -- this seems perfocil,; normal glven that humar. “elzgs express
emotions diffezrent than other animals, but sex:l relations Vetween two ;uys or
two girls just len’t normal. Personally, I don’t mind homosexuals, 1f they enjoy
it, what‘s wrong with 117 It°s not for me and 28 long as no cue ixrles to pusk 1t
on me,; go right ahead.

So you think you won the GMing debate, eh? I‘m more Inclined to btsllesve that it
was pretty much a draw. I further belleve that you are mlsconstruing yowr feellng
of "victory” for what I suspect is unabashed glee in getilng someone Lo argue wl:h
you on the subject and to open up a forum for the dlscussion of your houssrules.
C’mon, admit 1%, Brucle baby, you love discussing and sesing your houseruvies discussed,
don’t you?!

I'vy: heard scme rumors that Kathy Byrme has resigned as INC and that Bl Guinn
is the new custodian, this coming from the latest Graustaxrk. If so you wasted about
20 pages last issue worrying about whether or not she would ruls your games irregular,
I know you have had some guarrals with her in, the past but psrsonally I +thought she
did a pretty good Job, As you youwrself mentloned, she was very zood at the bookkeeping.
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I have every confidence, however, that Bill Quinn will do an equally goeod job,
especlally with a compuier to help him!

The entire Highfiald affair left a bad taste in my mouth when it happened those
many months ago. You may xecall that I wrote to Bill back then and tried to get him
to look at the whole thing as onme of his subscribers might, but Bill did not heed
my advice. Since then, many rumcrs and innuendos about him and you and others involved
would keep surfacing, but without solid facts and details. For better or worse, I'm
glad you told the whole story, or your sids of it at least. Now people can declide for
themeelves instead of just speculating or coming to some conclusion or other about
you without kmowing the facts.

Kudos to 3uth Claspey for including me on her 1lst of people to invite to dinner!
I was really gquite flattered., How about these five dlplomats: Machliavelll, Napoleon,
Henry II, Alexander Hamilton, and Churchill? Probably, the five people I am most
anxious to meei are Besthoven, Newton, Shakespeare, Merlin, and Elnst- i ,

Hope you enjoyed KaneKon. There hstter be some sand in this isg

What little surprise(s) have you got in store for us for issue 100, hmm?

((Nothing much, veally. Just that I'm folding the zine.

Hope your sand got there safe and scumd.

1°13 inform my readers what I hear later this month {September) about who i1s the
BNC., The rumors are rampant as I type this, but I've heard nothing definite. I
absolutely agree wiih you that Kathy did a good Jjob -~ my complaint was not with any
alleged lack of competence.

The Hlghfield Affalr should leave a bad taste in all of our mouths. I know it
did in mine.

Yes, I think I creamed you in the GMing debate, really. While you were busy
Just thinking up the most convenlient derogatory adjective and blindly pasting it onto
my houserules, I was busying showing that there are Bome people who like my sirict
GMing style, amd that alone 1s good enough reason for me to GM the way I do -~ I
don’t have to please the majority nor conform to the standards you find most comfortable.
You were never able toc refute that point (because 1t cannot be refuted), so I won.
Gloat, gloat..o

I don't understand why you think that it can be declared that homusexual relations
are not normal. I don‘t really accept your premise that our sexual organs axe "there
for" the purpose of reproduction, which you call obvious. I am inclined to believe
that whatever a person finds best for him or herself is "normal” for that pereon,
within certaln broad constraints such as not wanting to go arowmd killing pecple for
the purpose of sexual fulfillment. To a gay, heterosexual intercowrse would be Jjust
as abnormal as would homosexusl intercourse to you or me. The fact that gays can‘t
reproduce doesn‘t prove your point. However, I will admit that my “Dark Ages" remark

exaggerated the case a bit -- as your letter illustrates.))

From Ed Wrobel (8/30/84)s

Bruce-

Your attempt to portray Bill Highfield as a raving homicidal lunatic who could only
be stopped by the destruetlon of his career would be amusing wers it not so pathetic --
and the real-life consequences s¢ sad. To compare him to the "McDonalds Murderery as
you have done, is a vile injustice. Highfield may have been an intemperate fool but
he did not kill anyone. Nor did he intend to carry out any of these threats and you are
well aware of it. ((Whew! That’s quite a trick, Ed! You've managed to read both my
mind and Bill*s in one sentence. Please share with the rest of us your secrets how
do you know wbat Bill intended and what I was “well aware® of?})

One day I fully expect my son, Eric, to throw a temper tantrum (perhaps after being
advised again that it is his bedtime -~ or being denied a second ice cream cone) and
say something like "I hate you!" or "I.wish you were dead!” But I won‘t call out the



national guard or the police or the navy. Children say things they don®t mean end
Righfleld is »till & child, although chroniloglically hs la just beyond adolescence.

You are intslligent enough to realize these ithings, Bruce. You were & iteacher for
several years and worked (and played) with children every day. I wonder if there was
scme other reason for your drastic action.

Taking your explanation at face valme, leti’s assume that you really believed
Highfield {0 te 2 lunatic capable of murder. What would then be the hest way to preserve
your life? The btest method would be to have as little ax uecessary to & with bim.

I% would e safest to ignore his threats and avoid antagorniszing him furtler. After ell,
you wore deallag with an unpredictable, viocleat hate-meongerer., right? Instead, you
threatened him snd then procesded to carry out your threat to cripple -- ox poasibly
destiroy ~- his naval carser. As the leiter to Sesler {and svery issve of [he Modsin
Patriot) showad, Highfield valued his career above all else. Now what do you suppose
happens when you dvive a viclent lunatlce to desperation? Probably vielense. You tock
the actlon wost 1ikely io induce Highfield to carry cut his threats (assuming, cf course,
that he iz as you poriray him). Elther you did not believe Highfisld would actually
barin you, even afier you destroyed what was deavest 40 him, or you are escremely siupid.

[¥ou axe not guita that stupid.}

((‘The last sentence of your leiter is biocked off above, because I wan® tha hobhy
o note this wmique phenomenon. Yes, woxrld, Bd Wrobel iz indeed ecapable of saying
somothing nice about me! Pmnot that stupidi Ohy, Joyecs.

Seriously, I1°d like to know how you knew what was going through my mind. How do
you know that I didn't figure that having his commander sit him down and talk to him
would put m stop to the death thrests? You didn'i ask outrighiz, but I°il answer the
question of how far I thought 211l might weally gos I don't Buow. It was thle very
meertainty that permitted me o write to him Tirst,..that permitted me tc go ouly to
his CO and uot have him arrestad and thrown lin Jjall.

Your ccaparison of Bill’s threats to a child’s tantrum is laughable. I pexrcelve a
slight difference twixt the iwo. On a couple of occasions I°ve heard klds In ibe school
say, “I'll Kill him" or whatever. On one occasion, I icok a gun and a kaife away from
a kid, and then sent for the prmincipel. {The kld was suspended for a weik,) None of
thess siltuations is anywhere close to the squivalent of ongoing, revsatsd death threats
sent through the nmail.

You concludae, then, that my assessment of B11ll Highfisld is wrong. dsspite the fact
that T krow him perscnally very well, and you've never so much as apoken wwith hlwe. Why
don’t we get the opinlon of another party, someons who kunows Bill perhaps as well as I
do? Somecne who has lived neax Bill, met him face to face many times, and spent = weak
on waceticn with him? Mike Barno fiis that description.))

From Kike Barno (7/27/8%, excerpi):

 esoWas Bruce irrational, or in the wrong? Whils I wouldn't have handled evexything
as he did, T feel he acted reasonably under the clrcumstances. I cannot see ruining a
man’s career over a grudge, 1f this wore hls only motive in writing Blil's commander.
But Highfisld wes and is both irrational and dangerous. He vepeaiedly cogmlitted offenses
worthy of expulsion and besmirched the Navy's good name. He 1s certainly noi a person I
want defending my country. Bruce committed a remsonable act that is the =ight (end,
arguably, the responeibility) of any private citizen,

((Agreed, although the "responsibility” end of it isn*t the reason I acted as I
did. Does the Navy (which is in the busipess of irailning people to killj have the
right to know the attitudes of its members toward killing people oihexr then the "enemy"?
Does a privats citlzen who has wnfavorable knowledze and precf of those attitudes in a
xember of the Navy therefore have an obligation to report this t» the Navy? As Mike
8RYS. . .argUAbly. ))
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Xathy made it up the way
1'1i tell
you what I personally find "sick" -- that

o B e %l W e

~¢8 up S0 much other stuff,

((Folks, there was no "nasty” or "sick”

1=ttt o Prancine.

Bia; R

someone would deliberately invent a stoxy like
this involving her own daughter.))

detter really did exist, and

this 3/19/83 letter, and conclude
'y

Y this

stm—

the right of reply, you're not goinz to come out smelling

like a rose.” Kathy paraphrased this to read “your

“If I have tc make the public

statement that I was criticized in KK, and then refused

.nh/gg?, 0 w
}

{({What I sald was ithise

promise to have me attacked in every zine in America.”
Judee for vourself whathar she even ecame close to

paraphrasing me accurately.,))



Where Do All Those Custedians Come From, Anyway? (%‘J
or
Open Up in the Name of the Houserule Inspecion
By Rod Wallker

The poustal Diplomacy hobly belng what it 1s, Gad does not descand from cn bl
with or without a “"covenznt® in hand, to anoint a Custodian. Cusindiaaships swiui
bacause ‘thore is a Job which needs doing and which 1s of uwss w0 a large oxn al Lleass
well-defined segment of the hobby. The Job then gets passed from hand to hend an sk
successive "doer" decldes he/she no longer wishes to accomplish that task. Tue
successive job-dosrs ave called “Custodians®, This implies that he/she is doing i
Job for the hobby's bemefit (wrather then his/hexrs) and that the hobby actually owns
the Jjob and she/he acts as a caretaker rather than an owner.

The oldest Custodianshlp is alsc the most typleal. John Beardman almply antad
20 koep txack of all posial games (thsre vere about a half-dozex at the iime; (uc,
even fewer) 10 he devissd first a nimbsring system znd later a meihod for repowilms ihms
ragults whern the game was ovex. The supply center chari we use today was Dlg leowenilon,
Pecple liked his game waports so nuch that by e time he got tired of deliy; the urk,
1t was simply noi possible to let the repoxrting Jjob lapse, so he got Chavlaes ¥ells o
do it, and Charles turned it over o John Koning, and so on and on down to ath:

Byrne. This bhuelonessz of naming a successcr makes the next person’s doing o J:b
"legltimate . coend it generally keeps the Job iteelf out of the baads of comaill
and boards and ¢ther organizations wbich twem political the minuts you take your
ayes off ‘them,

Of coursa this wuy of dolug things does vaise two real problems. Whav 37 4
current Job-dory is doing & Jousy Job? Or what &f sha/he; suddenly dlsapooars wli
naning a”legitlmald successor? The twuly fsnnish auswer to thuee quesilons woo
bas  you Jjuet gut scuebody elise te start dolng the Job lusiead, ne big dend. Shs
mnfannish answer of cowrss 18 o muck it 211 up with the aforementioned comuitivss
and such, and/or high-falutin® documents in g1l soris of legaless {witnese sl: tas
*covenant" crap not too long ago whan all we xeally needed was s new Miller Nmbe:
Cusbogiian). Thers 1s also the guesiion {which has not yet arisen in a pracilesl
BONSa).0what do you do with a Custodian who turns blatantly political and Iapsins o
abuse his/her positlon? Actually, beck in 1976, it was charged {with considersils
Judtice, I shou'd add) that Robert Szcks was using his positlon as MNC *o alleszit io
run the sntlire varlant subhodby. There ywas a hobby-wlde referendum on vheithsr he
should be weplaced, a truly fannlsh resetion. It had overwhelmiug suppori of warimit
@Ms and designexrs, bul failed by one vots dus to no” voites by regular GMs who dl 'y
eally know what waa going on. Ard s hobby-wlde xefersndum would be the wuy T waiild
recopmend handling auy protlem which can®t be solved by some cne person sinply
stepping up and starting to do a Jjob.

Other people, including myself, have from time tov time proposed orga:‘vatlconal
solutions to these pmblems. Long and sad experisnce has, however, conviiced me “at
if you sse an orzanization name attached to something, »wn =8 far and as Tretl cwny
from 1t as you cane. Many organizations stevt out very niecsly, but eoconer ux late.
they turn nasty. They get political. ‘They try *o rum znd/oxr sirangle thinss. ‘3.
seek to perpetuate themselves, not so they cam help the ‘hodby, bdbubt «rs ar. er
in iteelf, I kid you not: if you see something with ar ozganizatlonal name (suci as
"NADF" or “IDA* or "NYGE"), avoid it. If it trics to nuscis in om a Custudianship,
stomp on 1t,

Side notes I say thls as the founder of the now-defimet "HAWY, whico I toov-o o
wag a gond 1dea at the time. It wasn®t. 1 say thle even though T think we ahaolwly
need the DipCon Socliety or some sush thing. The DCS is, of ccurse, not reelly au
organization, bui an annval meeting of fans which sslecis the slte of the =nex. mu il
DipCon and appoints a small commities to organize the cor and coordinate wiih the boesic
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You need somsthing llke that; we Just need to watchdog it like the dickene to keep i1
from turning politleal. I say this as a stawmch supporter of Mike Miils® "PDO"., The
FDO is more a sative thapn an organizatlon, although in iis fundralising role (the FOOLA
Auction), it’s a great practical success. So long as Mike reialns tuial coutrol of the
"FRDO", the saltlre will rule and we can hope for no politles. Bub there ave slready
danger signs that some pesnie are besginning to take the PDO seriowwiv...that is,
politically. Ome person seams to have proposed a rearrangement of iis “reglons"eo.
prasumably o have them make more sensze, How awful! A faanish proposal. wowld he to
have them make less sense...put Florida and Alaska in the same regicn, cub Delaware
dowm the middle lengthwise, and ¢ on. The minute people tzy to owalte vhe PDO

make more seass, that's when the hobby powermongexrs will move, I hoepe for betisr, bub
nothing is fonover,)

Custodiaashipe often still begin Ly someone doing something, and people like 1it,
and 1t hae soms unique qualities, and eventuslly it gets 3 name. Although Hrues
demurs, that’s whai the Hobby Heprint Service (as I call it) is, insofar as Diplomacy
Digest 1le prlmarilf » compendlous and analytical ongoing hobby history. Certalnly
unobedy else is dolng much to preserve the hobby’s collect memory of iltzelf.

Brees,; now, proposes that we have somebody go over the Houssriles to plek out
“silly™ HRs. Certsinly ithere is nothidng to stop him from starting o cnilect HRs
from @e and golng over them. PFerhaps the objisctive ought to Y8, Lowsvsy, getting the
G o change a "silly" rule rather than getiing the BNC to declaze games using that
HA as “irregulax” (although that is a step which could be taken Jn extrsmis). Better
to eoxvect than punish, no? .

Woll, what consfitutes 3 *silly rile"? Bruce’s example {{of sllowing Muglish simles
in Armenia to move directly to Mumich)) is ailly, yes. Why ia 1% silly” Bocause it
is totally conizary to the Rulebook. A game using that rule is notl mexely “irrvegular",
it ig a variant. Buddy Tretick used to have a ER (and may, as “Bernle Oakiyn“, have
had the same) witereby a fleet and an amy in adjacent coastal provinces could exchangs
places. 4 gate with that sort of rule 1s a variant also, although none of his ganes
vas evser so declared; even when I was BNC. Mistake on my part. A significant
departurs from the Rules has got to be a vardant,

But other lAs may be merely sllly in the sense that they deeply disiort tha play
of the game in some way. A zecent new zive had a HR which required that a player
could not change his orders once sulnitted. Aside from unduly limitidg ithe players,
the R, if enforced, would lead players waiting until the lasi possible moment and
therefore olten missing the deadline. To call the HR *silly" would probebly get the
@1's back up. but simply to call his attentlon to the practleal negative conseyuences
of the HR should be enough to get him to change it (which, in this case, 1s exactly
what happened). There are probably other HRs of this sert, but you don't slways sse
a GM*s HRs unless you play in one of hls games.

On the oiber hand there are HRs which, while admiitedly off--beat ~- noi in line
with majority prancilce ~-~ are in no way silly. Bruce has taken exception ic one of
my HRe which {he’s not said this) might come under his "&illy” label. {{The rule n
question 1s Rod'a allowance of non-unsnimoue concsssion proposals o pass. I don’h
think it's silly. I Jjust disagree with it.)) I°m probably the omly G in the hobhy
with a rule like that, but I aleo have used that HR, in one form or another, for 18
years and this is the first time {no, the seconds Mark Bexrch doeen’t iike At eitheu)
that anyone has sxpressed any objection to it. The exampla Bruce used to questlion ihe
HR i8; 1n any event, about as sllly as the "Armenla~to-Munich” rule. 7The point I am
making hexe is that the reviewer of HRs nust be alble to distinguish clesrly between &
preconceived prejudice ("all concession votes have te be unanimous”) znd a genuins
perception of ihe negative impact of a partlcular {and peculiar) HR on the game.

© Within those limitatlons, something like that Brvce suggesis...with binm dodrng “t.e-
could be very useful. If GMs will cooperate in giving/lending/selling him copies of
their HRs (those GMs, that 1s, that have HRs, since some benighted souls have...
effectively...none}, This could be a strong player-advocate service znd I, for ons,
woudd like to z=es it txrled out. If, la certaln well-defined cases, the BNC would
accept a yecommendation that all games wnder a glven HR wers ixregulaw, ox even
variants, the position would have some %teeth if and wihsn it needed them. And perhans
another Custodizaship would then dbe boxn.
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((8ix fres issues of sub cvedlt, Kod. Your ariicles always reveal a loi abovi
the history of ibe Diplomacy hobby. Me like um. :

I°ve already 2aid it & couple of times; but I waen’t qulite sericus a"oui we Ldex
of a Hobby Houwzurule Inspector: I will say, though, that 1f anyoue is geing to take
such a suggestion serioualy, then rou're the man tw do it, Rod. In fact, I havs
Inspected and comuented on the houzerules of parhaps a dozen GMs In my ey, the L3
vecent teling Mav Lusdl. I'm alwars glad o help out a new @ {or a & why has
suddenly hud s -ovelation and sees the nesd for compeehensive houszzules) in dhie way.

Regerding Custedisaships in general, I thought yowr description was very well
dona, and I hops the hobby contlnuss o work on this basis, I'mn golng o e avound

for a long time (VD°s fold notwithsianding) and will always worl against *hose wh
o promote superfivcus hobby organization. I'm glad the POO is satlrical o nature- fow
‘ if only they®d alop wvaising money foxr "hobby sexrvices”, everything would n: jJust
hunky~dory. Heo. I'm enly kldding «- ny attizude ian®t lhat hawed-line., Bus I3 suil)
prefer 1t i the PD0D was sirictly satirical in nature.

Houserules csnnoit b Jjudged as “siily® Jjust because they are contrary 1o the

£ Rulebook. Based on thet cviterion, all postal games ave silly, zince none of them uss
" 15-minuts deadiines. Alsc, most (Ms Zgnowe the DIAS provision in ths Rulshook.

ik my opinlon, a “silly” houserule 13 one which does sometiing %> vialate the splrit of
; - the game as it s supposed to be playsd. Obviously, any Judgemeni of a houssrule as
. "silly” uwnder this definition would be purely subjective in natwre.))

£
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- Negotiatlons: Hho's ¥ho

Do you wxlte everyone in iy sams way?
Cf course, =z Germany-to-Eagland latter reguivss
a dlfferent outlock from a Geimany-ic-France
one; but as Germany, are al1l yiur letlers o
Inglish players the same? To minimizs he
influence of the military sliuation, conalder
the ldeal case prior to SHprlng 1901, . lex
the flrat exchange of letinrs has pexe iied 2
tentative aprraisal of your feliow plerar.

. The average game may well contala o pood
mix of outleokss you‘ll probaily bs s've to
racall the seven charecters at iaf from your
own games. To approach a reticent monkey
with the same zrguments as a hwgsy lion

- may net bz wise.
Equally important is Judging yourssif
in velation tw your opponents. Lre you a
.novice? -~ broce yourself to be crushed
wmderfoot by more expsrisnced players, bul
o the nmost effectlve way % minluize thls
e e e dangor 1s to demonstrate some cumpetencs
and eliadbility. Zimllarly, de you haw s
reputation as a "lion” (worse, a lvin® iiurc..
ohhh, groannn...)}? Consider erizging a lovw
profile intc ths game. In genersl. players at the “exivemss of competenece” {er waiher,
those with that reputation) are ihe first o disappear. :

((This article may be short, but I wun’t monkey around with it. The bear fax's
are all there.))
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When Ons Gets BYRNED
by BEd Jedry

I was talking to severa) fellow employees the other day during a work weak, and
we discussad some of the weapons of comnvenilonal warfars. Wl a few youthfuvl
exceptions, most of these¢ men were veimrans of the Vietnam War wiih several "old-timers"
from Korea. Suffice 1t to say, these psovle have eye-witnessed these tools in batile
action!

It seems that despite the different campaligns which these vets fought, they 21l
shared a fear of being BURNED in combat -~ napalm, flamethrowers, ete., After all,
rost war wounds can be sewn or patched up in some makeshift manner; however, burns are
a bad business...and I was amazed at how little my friends knew about burne in splis
of their experiences!

Burn severity 1s classified by 1) SIZE of the injury, and 2) DEPTH of the iajury.
The SIZE of a burn 1s expressed via the "rule of nines" as a psrcent of total body
area. The following itable is used to show these values:

ESTIMATION OF BURN 3IZE
By "Rule of Nines®

Head....."..O..l".“l.....o"n."ﬁw..'..%

Ams.".'.‘.“.l.l..'!!.'l.!..0.".'..'.‘0% * %
Legslﬂl.l.liﬂ'...‘.l..l....ﬂ.l..ﬁ.lG.I.Oﬁ.i% +‘ 1%

'Ibrsoﬂ.l.‘..Q..’.....'l‘.."‘l.’.0.““0.‘

Perinem (mm)@'Q.....lh.ﬂlla.‘l".ﬂo.&‘l%

Tcm.‘l."..ﬂ.l.l.'ﬁ.....#'...On‘.ﬁ'...ﬁﬂ.ﬂlm

In the 0ld days, burn DEPTH was classifled bty First Degmes, Second legree, and
Third Degree. A flrst degree burn was defined as & mild burn showing radness; a
second degree burn as a moderate burn showlng blistersy and a thind degree buxn
showing black crust and bleeding.

. However, these classiflications have been replaced by defining burns as being

1} Partial Thickness, and 2) Full Thickness. A Partial Thickness burn is a burn
where only paxt of the skin has been damaged. If such burns are properly cared for,
they will hesl on thelr own accord with little or no scarring.

A Full Thickness burn, on the other hand, is a very severe burn., The entire -
skin is destroyed with the underlying fat, muscle, bcnes and even organs being exposed
to the alr! These burns do not heal unless properly cared for. Full Thickness buums
always require skin grafting.

The following chart relates the old classification system wlth the modern
terminologys

OLD BURN<DEPTH - MODERN BURN~DEPTH
CLASSIFICATION : TERMINOLOGY
First degree | Partis). Thickness
Second degree Partial Thickness
Third degree Full Thickness

The most common type of burms that we all sxperience are those due to exposure of
virgin skin to the sun’s rays in eaxly summer. The redness is called erythema, and
this condition 1ls caused by caplillary blood congesiion dus to dilation of the blood
vessels of the skin. This redness subsldes afier a faw days when the skin peels.

Blisters result when the hurn damages the blcod vsessels of the skin. Flasma-rich
blood fluld separates the upper protective layer of =kin called EPIIERMIS fxom the
lower supportive isyer of skin called the DERMIS.
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Flnaily, severa and axtensive bums affect the WHOLE body and not Jus. e
danaged srea of skilc. These complicatlions are Infection, pulunonavy edens. sheosk,
and stress ulcers of the Gl-itract.

Infectiore are the most common sericus complication of bwrn wictime. Thw
environmant of Trmned skin is ideal for the growth of bachteris.

Pulmonary edszma 1z 2 condition vhere piasan~ylich blood fluld splers the lungs ae
a result of emok: inhialation, The mechanlsm of this condiiion s poorly wilersitood.
Pulmenary edema wsgine beiween ono o three days poat tramma, and it usually lasws
about 48 hours. Ths risi of pneumonia is extwemely high during ihis time.

Shock is the reeult ¢f eevere reduction in blood volume. Kidnesy fallure is ihe
nost sericus conplication of shock, killing about 20% of serious buin viciime.

Stress ulcers are ACUTE MULTIPLE ULCERS of the stomach and the Intestiis. his
results o perforation of the GI tract, hemorrhage, and death ln 5% of the burz victles.

For sake of clarifiication, there are ACUIE illuesses, and there axe CIINONIC 21 zsmes,
A chronic illnesz is a conditicn of long duration showlng 1itile or ro chasre, wh iw
an acute 1linsss has severe symptoms and a rapld onset. A CHRONIC MULTTIFL: U.CEN
ig a longstanding wleer that the patient’s body is able to continually hesl. Au
ACUIE MULTIPLE ULZER hma syrptoms which occur immedlately, and the Yody hes ue s
to repalr the denage. Basicwlly, an acute stress ulcer “d:le;ents the di@,eg,'ﬂw U

In conclusicn, survival for burn patients depends on the size and Jopi™ od ¢
wouild as well as the vlcetim®s age. The young and eldexly have a poor -»‘W soaie whan
cornpared to othar age groups becauss burmns affect the whele body and noid just tho
area damaged. The maln causes of death in burn viciims in oxder of dservasing
frequency are 1) infection, 2) pnsumonda, ad 3) kidrey failluws.

A

({Doamies who vecelved YD°’s fourth apnish may remember that the author ! 's @
Biologist,. ‘hanks, Bd, and Tive free issues of sub credit, for au Infomati've a8
on what must csx ainiy e ragarded as an off-best topic Ffor a dipzine.))
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Mark Bereh has besn the most prolific contxlbutor to the Gossip Column, and hes
written wany articles for Volce of Docm. He bas had me as a guest in his home to 'u:fa
and has teern a @0lid friend for the entire time I°ve been puhbilishing. THAMNXS... i
Doonle Mark Barch,

Chardo Edlton holids the record for most photographs seni io BRUX, and would have
Won the subscrlpilon war were it not for PRetler Ansoff. Most Importantly o7 all, thovghs
he has helped to keep Ty Haxe’s Terrlhle Face under contxol. TEANKS...to loomie
Chardo Edison.

Bob Howerton has flattexed the ol® BkiXer ilma and time again by priniing cazitvsus
about the VD Houser