R N T B SR R T R R T S e SR SRR TR TS N T L e S BTG SRS S R IR SRR BT

#31 July 12, 1983
Cirovletiony 117 Ly BRUX

T T S T YR T DR T S G B s T T S A ST DN B R T T AT e W 0 BT R R L R O L

iet's start with a very inporitant ssoouncemeni Lo all playszss  do not expsct to
cateh ma by pho o with your oxders this coming deadline! Thers is a very good chance
that T won't be hare to take your csll, Send them in, and do ii soon., I usually
try to be hers toc take phons oxders, dut this coming two wseke is golung o be ulira
hectic for me, as I'm loaving for lakes George the day after deadline Friday. If you
depend on the phone this month, you may very well NMR.

For the same reascn, this note %o all roaders: doan't expect a whole lot next
issus aa 111 e too herried to put out much., I'1l print the ganes and whatever olse
T have itime for, btut 1t's not going to Ys anything spectaculayr, 0K? I thought of
just delaying the deadlive for all gaces, but I won't bs home the wo Tollowing
weekonds elther, &0 that won't do.

Anyway, that out of the way, hege now is ihs aid-monthly I promised you all &
couple of weeks ago. Should turm out to ba 30 pages or so, all meading materlal,
no games this tise. I'm meling up a few extra of tuess to distribute at Origins;
auyons who reads this an a sample should bs informed that this issue is xoasonably
typleal of whati to expset from me, except that mosti of my issues carxy gmnes., There
ave nc gane openings now, though, =0 den't sub if you'me not inlsxosted in the letters
and articles.

A counle of very special sines hit ny mailbox lately. Flrst was Bllly Highehelr's
132-page saplversary issve of The Modern Patrlot. Thls issue waz loaded with great
reading meterial and to the hest of my knowledge 3341l bhas sel a recoxd for aslwze of o
zine published in North hmsrica. Congratwlations, Bili!

I aleo must mention the latest lesue of 0 Miles of Julcy Gossip, puldlshed by
Mark Luedi., Sad to say, somc people regawd me as the Bad Boy of Postsl Diplomncy.
and thls lssue contains an Interview with ms which erplains why. Fius, thsre's a
really sweet photo on the front cover! I've reread this issus at least ten tlmesg
it was great!

Many people have told me that they plan to attend the Origins Basesr Blast., Why
not come and join us, if vou'ro gonna be thexe. Thankes also %o the pulillishexs who
have generously given this publicity in thelr zines. Try to bring cold beexy I just
realized we don't have a fridge in the roow!

The Voice of Doom is z Jjournal of postal Diplomscy published every now and then
by Bruce Linsey, 20A Quarry Urive, Albany, NI 12205. Phona (5i8) 459-9250. Subs are
10 issues for $5.00. Stendbys ave wanted. Thexe aye no gams openings, and there will
not be any for & long tinme, sorxy.

Diplomacy 13 a reglstered trademark for a game lnvented by Allan B, Calhamer and
copyrighted by Avelon Hill,
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Come Flay with Us
A Short lilstory of the Postal Diplomacy Game Myer
by Rod Walker

A recent lssue of VD mentior {in the letter column) Conrad von Metzke s campalgn
to get Charles Relinsel “s name rermoved from the postal game flyer which was then found
in Diplomacy sets. That raises -1 sorts of questions, such as how there came to be

a flyer in the first place, wheth .t that campalgn was successful, and how the flyer

got to its present form (which deces not name any postal CMs at all). Perhaps nobody
cares about the answers. Well, you are golng to get them anyway, even though there

is some implicit curiosity abou® these things, so ['l11 forebear to say “you asked for
it"., But you are going to get it, alyWays

Postal Diplomacy got 1ts start through science fictlon fandom primarily, and
for a long time that was the chief source of input. Most of the players were also
part of the college crowd.. sundergrads, grad students, and facul ty. Fellow students
and faculiy were ancother chief source of new piayers. In those early days, too,
Graustark was the hobby center, and all inquiries about the game seemed to find
thelr way there...through Allan Calhamer, Games Research (then owner of the game),
other GMs, sf conventions, and what have you.

The time came, however, by about 1967-69, that the hobby became more diversified
and much larger. Concern was expressed then, too, about expanding the number of postal
players, of locatlng veople who might want to play by mall and giving them a chance to

in the fun. Wargaming, pexr se, was beginning to become very widespread and it was
recognized that these people would be drawn to Diplomacy but would not get into the
traditlonal entry-ways of the hobby (I'm saying all this from hindsight; we didn‘'t
express all this in nearly such neat phrases in those days.)

Somewhere along the line somebody (I don’t recall who) bruited about the idea that
there should be a general information flyer in the Diplomacy game box, with information
on the hobby and a 1ist of GMs. Nobody seemed to know how we might accomplish this.

L declded to try the direct approach: I drafted a text for the flyer, a list of the
then-active GMs, and a letter tc John Moot (President of GRI) and sent it off. John
liked the ldea and after some circulation of the text to other prominent people in
the hobby, ii was printed and inserted into the game box. It was that simple: John
was delighted with the idea...after all, the avallablity of by-mail play will cause
the popularity of the game to increase.

At that time, we really had not considered the problem of keeping that 1ist of
GMs current. FEvery (M in the hobby was included...we felt then that there Was no
other way to do it. So Reinsel's name was on the list, desplte a lot of misgivings
by the prime movers in the affair. But Gs moved, zlines went out of business, and so
on, so that the flyer got out of date very fast. The problem there is that the
economy demanded that the flyer be reproduced in large numbers. so that any change
would require re-printing and maybe also the sxpense of pulling old flyers out and
putting new ones in, GRI ilked the idea of the fljer as a service but the expense
of keeplng 1t anything 1like current soon proved to be a tarrier to the concept of
listing a}l GMs.

Conrad von Metzke's campaign to get Chriie Reinsel off the 1ist occurred at about
that time, Charlie did indeed kick people out of games for no reason (not that many,
but the instances were blatant) (one of then was Buddy Tretlck, who had done the same
thing to Norb...now there’s a pair of ethical drabs for you). The problem here was
that while nearly everyone admitted the jusilce of Contad's cause, we really had no
agency which could decide the merlts of that case (and others iike 1t) with fimality...
and, it was argued, once you exclude someone, where do you draw the line 2s to what
sort of behavior would cause exclusion and what sort would not?

In the upshot, Conrad won his case, for a different reason. The determining factor



\AJ

was the alwsady-mentionsd wwactlesl diiFionities with rhe st 1o was Jinsdiy
decided that the more practical approsch scild bs o iss ¥ o3 Pev 0¥g. Thus the
proviem wme no longexr vhem to exclude. bub whom i fucluds. 5 maeh easior and Fatyer
decislon. It was genernlly esreed that (Me who wore well-e3:tabllshed, mellalle, and
with Jarger circulatlons would he the cnecs, They would i tura publisi the rames and
addregses of all thome who contacted them trough toe Llvyar so that sll the oiher Grs
would be able W send osut samples and whotact, Johy “oaxdian, myself, pad other GMg
had long been doing thils anyway, the traditlonal aouby "aew bloed" lisis (not much
done these Jdays, alag), so this was no prebiom.  Truww, those llstsd Ms had an
advantage In the sensa of “First shot® ai *he yow peorlac- bt in fani they fruguer:ly
had ro operings ¢f their own {and, when they did, thelr zines waze so wopular *hat
the games uswally filled with neople wixeady in ths hobly ..most ssieblished Qe

tend to prefer established, reliable dlayers anyway.

So it was done. DBoardman, Walker, vou Metzke, Boyer, Buchanan, and a few other
subllishers sere Incduded. That system worked well until 2y orn dlsastevouely
precipilious drow €rom the bobby. I did continue te Torrsrd Lwulticos on to Conrad
von Meiwzke, but my frequent moves in those days guleckiy gt a stop to thal. ‘this
tintted~1ist system continued, howaver, uatil icdy,

By thls tlme it was clear that even a limlted 1ist hat L3 prollems.  Nsaxly evecy
W on the original limdted 1ist had left the hobby at least lenporexily. Bui in
1974, the heobby got a new 2ins.. sDiplonacy Hordd, originalir « eooporative venture
betvven Walt Buchanan and Games Researchs GRI helped capitullza the venturs inttdally.
aud Walt did all the works I% was gererally asreed iparticolarly by GRI) that a
Senural point of contmet fur new players would he betier. Yalt undertook to do that
Tizsily bevese L4 would provide a good way to Baly the Dadgling zlae’s olrevlaide:: .
secrndly becauss he could then provide a iist of all G¥s 1+ 1w bbby, . thus effect) iy
goling back e the flrst, and mors equiiable, ey of handling now plaser contact.

This "Need & Gamo?" list was 2 continvation of my own Forteved.la gsme llists, bogun

In 1970 so that I°d have some info te send cul Lo those Ingulaing. Pont Llwelf
venporarily ecezsed putlicetion when I lefi the hobby, and when L cama back there wa-
at Tlrst no need for it bezause of Miplomacy Yorid s list, %hen I tock over iW, T
revlved Port for iis original vurpose, sad it is Zoday active. tie oldest (M Iieting
in the hobby. (I supposs I could have continued Wglt's "Hesd o Came™ titde, but
most people in the hobiy know my Partiallisy to the old hobhy +.adition of raning sloes
after fictional countries. )

Of course, the dleadvanizge of a single polut of contect Lo, .whet iF it changasy
Since Walt Buchanan, IH has had 3 other editors, counting myseli, and during that time
the flyer contlnued to iist Wali‘e name and address. Thet was Lickdly uo poobism
since he 1s still there {althcugh the Post Auful has by fiat churged bls address,. .
but luckily most of the inguiries st4ll ssem to be gettine throughl.  Vhe current oAl
{which I belleve now affects the games curvenily golng on the siolves) 1s to revise
the PEM flyer to refer the prospective player to Avalon H131 divecily, whence tiwe
querles will be forwarded o mo (at whatever addrese T'm 24’ on "0 the current sdier
of IW. We thern still provide the service of malling coples of ‘ontevedria 1%sting
every know: G with game openings. '

S0 there you have the svolutlon of the game Tlyar...from z ceaplete Listing of
hobby GMs (much too extensive to print nowadays anyuay} to a velzral back to tar wame s
manufacturer for re-referral to a central infoimstisn point within the Infoxral bobi-
sexrvice mechanism. Ve're hoping that there will be less side~tiickine of imqul-iss
and beiter service this way. We're cupplemonting this with a ;
General, at the end of which appears some genaral infomalion a
Response %o this has besn pretty good this year.  Through 211 o7 o
en¢ In view: that anyone wishing %o Play Idplomacy by mall abiooid

3

of finding the Anformetion zrg contacts he or she neede to 2.
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The Jossiz Column 4

From Den Del Grande (6/15/83}s

BRIX

X looked it up in my records -« it's besn 15} monihs uince I coughed up $1Y for
20 issues of VD, OK, I*1l be a nice guy and fork over “'i} mora for anocther 20. {Did
T notlce & price drop? I still remomber low trices...hike when Diplomscy, at $17,
was the second-highest priced Avelon Hill game behipd ihe $1Z2 Totwuk:. Today, new
gamer go for ovar $20 =~ not including the famous The Lopgest Day at aboud $85.)

Say, if you're passing by the Avalon Hi11l booth at Origins,... never mind! I txded
that on Dick Hartin iast year when #X:  Anvil of Vietory was releasad,
jgnorant to tie fact that he had racemily been marrvied {nobody tsils me anykhingi).

What ~~ nothing from Maxk Pavl? lio carioons on whal®s wrong w#ith gaming today?

Ne pleture of » hockey player with the egpiion, “Hew cone ganes 1ike ¥iat Top,
Civilization, Conguistador, and Stemggls of MNations all got the warpsd mapboaxde while
Avalon HI11l usss the good backing for Slapshc 77?7 How about...

A LCCY INTO THE FUTURE OF "ADVENTURE GAMING™ LND DIPLOMACY.. ..

* Hot happy with replacing the old wooden pleces wiith winsile pieces and then eardboard
counises, following that up with a warplng map with hesss iustead of arens, Avalon

¥111 announced today that they would no longer sell Diplsamasy vodll Allan Calhames
rewzltes the yules to incorporate a dle-rolllng coxlad systen <omplate with ORT.

* I g move to halp save the troubled USPS, the AREA Ratinge (helouen announced today
tat games played via electrunic mall reportad as PO¥ wuuld Jopedistaly result iu the
permzneni reroval of the participants from the AFEA pool. and 10 refund »f the {recently
increased) $20 fae.

¥ Tue TSR/SPL fight ended today when TSR annoumnced i1is pian to flls for bankrupicy.

dua nadnly to 1ts losses in atienpiing o defend iiself sgainsi former subscribars to
SPI préducts suing to get refunds. Gary Crgex aunosunced that the courts discriminated
agasint TBR becauses they refused to rule that, since he was God. SF should be declared
the winners by divine right.

* QDY announced today that they will releame Decline of the Releh, ths jaat of the
Euvopa serxies. A seaxrch was made for every person whe had setually planned o nlay
the entlre war using the system ~~ but he couldn'i b reavhsd for comment inside itha
23ylum. Next planned for GDW is an erpansien for Traveller’'s snilre miverse on i

1 km/hex scale.

* Volume 27 of the Officlial Vgice of Doan Houssrnles, Abridged Editlon. was relsassd
yoaterday. Among the sdded rules: "Uniis mey not lneoreace thelr noverant allswaaices
through slldlng down a warped section of ithe map. You olly gat as many hexza as e
counter aays, adjusted for terrain and enemy zomned of contrel and influence, plus
artillery bomburdments, gas warfere, politicsl effectis caumad by premaiure Amevican
entry, and a partial trench situation.”

* The ninth editlon to the Squad leadsr serias, entitl . Rislng Sun and Swastika, ls
a.vailable., This game involves possitie Axls laveosion of North Amexdcs, and Jncludes
6400 counters, 12 mapboards (on good backing, in trus SL atyls), and 144 pages of
rules, including 36 peges of errata to the  provious books {and ads for the firat
oight versions of the rulebook). Don Gresnwoud ammounced that hs is STTL working
out the DY0O valuea for each sountiy, and mpologizes L the loyal 2L fans out there
who'll have to stlck with thse acenarios glven. Besldes, whai do you expect for only
$100? The tenth game is rumored 4o deal with an Wskipe ropuision of an Aleutian ztiack.,

* John Boardmau put out an extra-spaclal Grausterk Lo celetrate the Ti¥th annivevsary
of his death. On the front page: John says., “To all of thape sheptlcs vho dldu®i
believe that I could take it with me -~ nyyeh, nyyah!”



# Katy Byrne, in a confrontetion with a mugger, tooxr 75 ndileis. 3 ands ‘[-T"‘UP]&
the heart, and was ran over Y times by a Davidi e cleam o ; Cop s

ot vp and spent the next hour :t‘inding a polleenan. A% . 0o foaw l‘il—? v Bhe seid.
*It'as bard to make s cop bellieve you've besn kllled it you'sa mmoctal.™

# Bruce Linsey hit another milestons -- he bagan the 500 » fsud of hip hobo carwes
arguing with the entixre British hobby on the rmerits of oruestug Fall end Wustor
together Insterd of Winter and Spring.

By the way: I got a C in history and never took chent-Lor iv colldege. Thich
reminds me...one day, my pavenis saw one of my grades Lron Lexlisloy, grabboed ne.
ny shirt off; whipped me with a leathsr »ope, ssared me witlh a wgacheatwd Jovl, 1o
me through a window, pushed me off the roof, and said, "I wou ruglly think jr:nat oy
tad, be glad you wvailsed that grade from a B+, or jyou would zesll: have had 6.7

* RS fli {‘ :;-'}‘":':',

({Gogh, that sounds Like a rather dvastis umr.ﬁ. I’ T oww ECTIEINE s LATS N TR
nam.e ihelr polnt very adeguately withoul texming off yio.v :

-----

I enjoyed your look into the Tutwre of zaning. Tha: FR

ecowinE 3
fron Hon Brewn (5/51/83) ({of Celiformis! The Genadlar cio 15 aivays "Ronaid 3z 4

Legr Bruce,

I'm sure you will net regretw eavimy yourself z Tt i mouey Yy solas o e Chs
format. Unlecs you nave a friend whe has acouss W a guasiny Sopiar zad oan r\;»f PRI
gtuff printed up at a substantlel discount or some such wral, e 2osvs of JEGISLILON.
copy service is ridlowlously high for s hobby such as cur ) Thore & nothing we ,x:u__.@.,

th ditto.  Good move.

I continue to e amazed by the volume of materisl you pubiish, hew do yow & |

¥hat 13 your opinion of Langley®s and Martin®s decisior nol o horor “net fer
print” letters? I would bet you don‘t agres with this poll ov..-

Personally, I don't thipk 1t's g great idea, bul to erair nls wun. I Jast hepe ‘i,
overyone is gware of the policy of these iwo pubberz and «wnzmi®t fgnorantly esnd o
"not for print” stutf as both have proven ihelr willingneos o print goythisg. T oww
o wonder out loud, though, how this will afiect iivker caveros ad @a)sarbn fno win
full well that = letter about a game (a game leitier) misht be remroducad wi-hip b
pages of Magus or Hetaliation,...wsll., wowddn'i you be veny suazded olout wbab yow
wrote? Maybe you'd pu':sfer not to worry about ihs protien ol negrtiating wirn a guy
who might print anything (everything?) in his zine and dewile to try and elimirate
him 28 soon as possitile? I wondsroo. But I don't think .o e 5 ave 2aough o
try 1t.

How Jong @id you know Judy Winsome was really Jurxry rocas’ 1L toux g8
surpmise! Jerry’s a hell of a nlce guy and it was o hell of a swon!

Well, got to get Dack to il

((I figured out Judy Winsome's true ilduntlty shortiy beors pnhlishing =y Jre
lssue. Remomber the 1ine about *¥hen you share your nams w‘:.th a raeatl heakstbal’
8tar"? That referred to Jerry Lucas of the ilow York ¥nic of nourse!

I think that Lanfley and Martin made an wiwiow cholos wihen ooy dectded rot o
honor "not for prini® letters. However, Steve, at leasi. asruras us that ha wll)
take core that no one guts hurt by it. Also, let's at loast giva then ewed®t o
making their policy public in advance! That way, peeple ars sreh iess Miiely to
gat hurt thaa If they 4idn®t let us know what to expect. Scowe other bl im-e" Fres
notably Kathy Byime) see nothing wrong with discussing an o tﬁ_ e ¥
thelr zines ~- with no warning to the writer in adwcm T MY g
that labels of confidentiality ahould be honored very nivisily,
compelling reoson not to. And I think most of iha “o'hsw el myeny

" ".,"l
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From Greg iills {6/14/83);

Dear “RUX,

Unce agaln, in splis of & darcrimoniucs numbede of more important things that I
saculd be dolng, I have tzken typewriter inm hand and ax wiritiog you. I think T
3pelled your word wrong. Do you correct the spelling in the letters we mend you, or
'3 that conslderad editor intewference. {(Nommally I do, but in this case I ddn‘t,
slnee your last two sentences wouldn®t have nade any senss had I done so. Given a
cholce between firing a word and killing two whole sentencas on the one hand, and
teaving well enough alcne on the othexr, I normally choose the latter. I also might
add as & polnt of Interest that I bate inisrrupting paonrlz ': letters with boring
slatements eboul my editorial pollcies. Kow, where wers wa?))

Enciosed you will find my article on a particular French opening, which I w11l
also o sending to DIW. I will probabiy have ny wife retyps it 80 it may meks some
grnee.  Other than that T have cnly a ccuple of things the I would like to comment orm.

First, jour last 1ssus ({#79)) was one of the best! sz excellent variety cf
arideles, humour, letters, and...and...oh yeah -- games! Pod’e sriicle was espacially
gocd,  The letter home was nllarious. The Presidential Poiltics gama sounds
intriguing. Overall a splendid issue.

Second. I fesl that there weme a faw misconecesptions that need clearing up. I was
vory lmpressed by Billy's pairiotism. I lmew of vexry few “taanagers" who say the
picdge every morning, I fact, I don't know anybody who does that. Unfortunately he
had his dofinitions wrong. aleng with one or two contradlcilons. A& democracy 1=
Indeed a system where everyone votes, but he left cut the key differance: everyous
volet on everything. In a republic the general population elects ropresentatives who
wrla on mest of the lasues for them. A vepublic is far meve efficlent than a
cemccracy when you consider the number of paople in the ccuntry. The idaa
thut the entine population gets to vote for vepreesntatives is not only sound, Imt it
i3 the very ihing ithat separates the United States from our so~called enemies., What
good would 1t do to make the world safe for democwscy if the democratic governnenty
were just as despotlc a2 the communlsts? At one time we did smploy literacy tests in
the U.5. The ldea ras finally outlawed because of the numerous abuses by ths electlon
Judges. Whenever you pess such a law someone must enforcs it. It is in ths
enrorcement that the abuses occur, Many good lawe have besn rulned by the very people
churged with enforecing them. Durlng the forties and fifties the election Judges waere
keaplng the blacks in the South from voting by using literacy teats.. If a hlack man
who could read came to vote the judge would clalm that he couldn't reslly read and
that someone ha’ cosched him, He would thon e glven a mowe difficult vest to r=ad.
Bow many of us could read Shakasprare cold? The faot remains that in aplta of the
iack of restricilons on voting only the most concerned and irformed people tand to
vote. Thus the effect that you wish to create through a test is occurring naturslly.
The most dangerous  possibility that I soe in restricting voting rights, 1s where
does it stop? WIill we eventually see pewple denied the right to vote because they
are the wrong religion, or race, or . = thay intend o vota Ffor the wrong party? Once
you have glven the government the vight to deiermins who gats w voie and who dossn®t,
+% will be very difficult to stop them. If you don‘t belleve it then just take a
luok at the taxes we pay. In the early 19003 the Supreme Court declared the proposed
licome tax as wnconstitutional. Ten years later the Congress successfully passed a
new law setting the tax at less lhan ¥ of Laxable income. Today corporations pay as
much as 52% of their Incoms in feXxes, And people wonder wiere inflatlon got its start!
snyway, I dlgrese, If anyone would like to resd an excsllent book on the subject
of governmental growth I highly recommend A Time for Truth by Wiliiam Simon.

Third, & lighter subject: back o the umwanted convoy. ‘ow oan you aay in your
houserules that you lgnore the unwantsd convoy and alac say ihat you don‘ti intend *o
intsrpret the nplayer’e intentions? What bappens if one player niglypes an order (o




)

read C instead of 87 As an aXample:

ENGLAND: A Lon-Bel (F Nth )

FRANCE: [ AEng C BNGLISH A Lon-Bsl

GERMANY: F Bel-Nth (F Den S)

How do you adjudicate that? The move of F Bel-Nth succeads becsuse the English did
not have support. The question is whether or not the convoy works, If the English
Player had writien F Nth 5 then the move succeeds, Now reverss the positions of

the French and English fleets so that France is in the Kor-h 3ea. Was it an unwanted
convoy; or ¢ld the French player simply screw up his order? I would think that any
time a plece can move from one provincs to another without need of a convoy then it
should succeed (provided, of course, that it can succeod) regardless f any fleet
actlvity around it. If either of the above situztiona should occcur, my adjvdization
would be that the convoy ddes not succesd. How do you vote? Tf you can read thisz then
you are eligitie to vote! (I thought I should clear that up.)

I really need to get back to the books, so thie should do it for now. Tell Billy
that I meally do adnire his patclotism, and that the countiy could use a fow more
individuals 1like lLilm, as it reeds any intelligent, linvolved citizons. That mears Mv
Tallman counts too. lemenber that adversary makes us great. TLovs,

Greg

({X just love all those love letiters! I appreciate your complinanis about VI #7¢,
Had 1% conialned Alex‘s Column and/or some cartoons from Mark Paui, then I would agete
and call it oue of my batier efforts. As it wus. though, %t dildn’t feel complets.

I am fully awaxs thet the literacy test can be abuscd. Lut e fact that a zood
lar can be abused doesn®t make it necessary to ropeal the law ~- it only makes it
imporiant to stop the abuse.

The houserule regerding convoys is one which I plan to amend in ny upcoming
revislons. The way they will read when I am finished is that ai axmy’s nove will
succeed regardigss of any dislodged fleets ordsred to convoy 1t, prrovided that i
has one valid, nondisrupted route (and, of course, that 1t would otherwise succeed ) .
Thus both of the situations you describe weuld resuit in an English amy sucecessfilly
landing in Belgium.))

From Steve Knight (6/10/83):

Dear BRUX,

How's it going? Thank god the scademics are temporarlly out of the way and I can
comment on #78 and 79

A Teputation in the hobby...hey, maybe I have one, tee. . . Toeah, sure! Okay, WG
ONE better take my claim to fame. You all hear me out theye? vrylug w edit
Britannlca-sized houserules is my bell of wax, dammit! Stay the hell away! {Say,
would someone care to explain to me why the hell I'm defending this?)

I hope we get anotber column from Alex svon. Suhbers have been known to exniult
withdrawal symptoms on occasion,

Loved your addliional sentences for the "Fuck™ article. Say. hovw about a contes:
for the best sentence contalning both the word "fuck" and the word "housoraiss™’
There must be some Aimprovemenis on thal pithy yet conclase classic, "Fuck the nousevules”
which my roommate clalms he's heard ms mumble in ny sleep.

Reading Osuch's coup, I had very much the same reaciion thao I get if I reat he
Fenthouse forum -~ if things like this are golng on uomewhore in the World out theie.
WHY NEVER ME~?

((*Cause you're too busy with the houserules, that s sy -
OK, I'll print any clever sentsnces which come 3n coninl. g the words "fuek” and
"houserules”, Good idea!))




From John MadFarlere (6/5/83}),

Jsar BRUX,

Just a few comments on your last iwo issues and some other alacellania {does John
LKador strike twice in the same place®). First off, thanks frr the back issuss of Yo
you sent a while back. I enjoyed them ~- they seem to have & light~hearted, “fun”
2tiltude that is lacking in the hobby today. (Well, maybe your zines don't have
abtitudes...nine Qo.)

Houserule amendments: I suggest one that prohibits havirg both an Snglish fleet
and a French fleet in the Mid-Atlantic at the some time {see PEGASIS), (.7

In all falrmess. I think the USPS is doing pretty well. Consider the Smmense
volute of correspondencs going through the system each day, and the fact that over
ninety-pine per cont of the mail they handle reaches its destination without nishap.
No om@one’s perfect. And from what I've heard, we've got far and away the best
postal service in the world, There's no reasom to grips. (" bs falr, theugh. T
tever besn nerewed by the post office, so thils ie somevhs. BHlnse )

Blil Highfleld s corrwci rank is classless.

il Szalvador« No Latin American govermment laste moro tha: Tive years. why waste
et Llue -- any goverument we prop up 1s only tewporary anywey. Lei the comuies ooue
in and 1o five yesrs, Salvador will have a democracy. ({Jast Zike Cuba. cight?))

I agres with your staiement that a 1literacy test should te a prerequisiies to
voting. The media 1s not the only methed by which candidawa's views are aired. but
it's pretty darn close. A4ad how many eople who can®t read cwn a television, or for
Wat patter, a radlo? HNo 11litsrate voier has the data recersary to come to a declislon
of any value The 1lieracy tent was abolished before because it kept many Wlacks fron
voling.  That'z ridiculous. A4 literacy test otwlously has ncdhing to do with ractiam.
T8 thiz coontey sdwehad just as many 11iterate wnlies as 11l iterats Hispanlcs, for
Instencs, “he test would be Just a8 necessary.

The Tibernic of ihe asixilesn didn't abollsh raclam; they morely twrned 1t around.

{'ow we have scholarships for “Hispanlies only” or "Blacks anly’. How A€ that iem't
raclat, what 45?  dhe wioners of those scharlacshlps are sclacted parilally on the

basle of thelr roee. not their abilitles. As a white sngle-Sexon, © feel dlsorininsted
agalingi.

L agree 100% with Walker's couments va huntinz.

To extend vsake Halverstadt's dlscvsslion of shertwave ridic a Di%, thénk abvout wnat
an excelient tool fex Diplomacy two-way shortwave (“Han”) -adio wowd be. Gost of
the equipnent aside, 1t would be frea. Addlitiovally, it would offer the cenvenlence
of telephone Din: Instant rasponse, no wWaltlug fox letlers to arvive, etec. Toadlives

k]

ouid be gel st o woeks, allowlng plenty of tine for nesetdls tlons (over the radiv;
aii orders {via USPS). And think of the added loirigue mdlo would offer: i1t'd be
passihle to listen in on an enemy al.iance's convernation. making a sysiem of changing
nrgailatior tlmes and frequencies a necessity. along with {possiblyi a code system.
Tis idea would never be very populav. tui I can envislon one or tio "hamg” games being
orzanlzed if 14 cavghit on.

What would you do if you got somothing 1lke this?

Hope you enjoyed this letier
The zine is up te its uswal standaris.
1 1ked the “not for print’ discussion

({I'd ask the anthor in print whether the intentilon was *hat ¥ un nis letter. o

the UBPS au fasev vugnt to pay for Ais owr screwups. re.no > s naking wis de .

"Ham" Diplomncy scunds Like lois of fun. I aspocialiy ke the ldea of talng
avle o eavesdrop -~ the answer to which is tha® yeu ané your ally could avrarze o
"phony” conversatlon't

Lour craments on discriminatlon are right on. i



From Gary Coughtan {6/9/83): Ci

Daar BRUX, ,

I want to thask you for what you sald about me on the front page of Y #79.

Last Docember and Jamary, when I was being criticlzed in & zines, including yours, and
3 suiwines; I considered the criticlam to v one-sdded and unfalr in these zines znd
suteines,

By contrast, only Appalling Greed by Mark Larselers and Anduin by Eric Kane made
any attempt to criticize the others, besides just me. It would havs been so easy for
ther to Jump on the anit~Coughlan bandwagon thai rolled through this hobby last
Decerber and January when, as you sald, "overyone and ils brother" seemed to be
czlitlcizing me.

Out of all these critles who gleefully Jumped om my beek with what Rod Walker
called "fooiball cleats”, only Scott Hansun of Irksome and ycu inVolce of Doom
have had the tells to come back and express regrat, before your subbers, for the things
you said about me last winier just as publicly as you did the criticiam of me. I
respect that. And, according %o Debra Winger ("An Officer and a Gentleman"), iz
the latest Playboy, women alse have this partlcular quality of “balls". Or not, as
the case may be.

You and I dlsagree on a lot of things and will probtably continue to do so. But
ora thing I tack you on completely, and hope you continue io carry it out, is that
edliorizl you wrote on controversy in VD #7k. The particular kind of £ilth you
nentlon is still being carcled on by a few people. Some conflict 1s inevitable, some
contreversy 1is unavoidable and some peopls 5111 pemaln unfriendly because too much
wzter has gonz undox the bridge.

But you have the answer In your editorizl when you say: “JIf we can’t be friends.
at loast can"t wo Just 3gnore sach other for the sake of ithose who want to en joy the
hotDy xithout getting involved in personal feuds concerning somcnne’s sexual preference
or drinking habiis?" As a vicilm of this particular type of slander, I find it most
irritating. Besldes, what prupose does 1% serve? What conziructive purpose? It
seens deaslgned only to huri the victim and smear his reputation.

I thlnk, by now, you know what it 1s like to have whai amounts to a lynch mob
coning after you. A iynch mob that does not gilve you any credit for your good points.
4 lynch mob that 18 ope-sided and unfalr in its critloism of you. That was my situation
l1ast Decembsr and January and my pet name for these oritics, which at the tlume also
included you, was the "East Coast Witches", the eaci coast being where most of them
live. The East Coasi Witches seem to get involved in every controversy, every feud,
and every dlaagreement which arises, whether it concerns thenm or not.

I dealt with my Easit Coast Witches by ignoring thsm as much as possille. There
is really very litile you can do when 6 zines and 3 subzines come after you with all
thelr guns blazing away. Except to remember that this tiny namber of eritics, though
very well-known, very viellie, and very loud-mouthed, are rot the hobby and that they
can do very lititle to affect mosti people’s opinion of you.

Last winter, I cut ny subs to several zines to zvoid reading controversy, name-=
calllng and backbiting. One of these was The Yolce of Doom. AS long as you live up
to your edltordal in VD #74, I am gled to become a Loomle again. And T hope that the
other East Coast Witches follow your lead in deeds and not merely words.

({Well, you're welcome back. I co havs a probler with vour assertion that T was
part of a "lynch mob" that dldn‘t give you any credit for your good points amd 4hat I
would ever "gleofully Jjump on (yowr) back™. I think if you look over everything I've
sald in the past six months, you'll realize thati that's siretching ratters Just a
it

i do, however, agres with the tasic thrust of your letisr. There is a small group
of very vocal people in this hobby (I prefer the name "Eas: Coast £]igus“. as this
seens nore accurate tham “East Coast Witchesd who seea to feel wbat their cpinlons
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Giatior more than other peopls ' sand anyone who disagrees 1s likely to be subject to
whaisver chsap personal eracks they can dream up. I fecl exactly the same way you
Co about ihe tacticn these people have used and are using. Thanx for w:riting){o

From Mike Conner:

Dear BRUY.

Thanks Tor the courtesy ccples of VD, I have been letting my Dippy mail zcoumulate
Tor periods of soversl weeks (2n undesirable practice, I know% » and thought I would
straighten out the sub status lssue when the next {now current) 1ssue came out. My
apologles for the delay.

I'm now shifting to = six-weck publication Interval {which neans that 3 VDs are
on the newsstands for every ISD, If yeu arxe still doing a two-weeker.) 1I'm now down
te running four games, and wiil opeil one nore when one of the current games ends. That
will be gll for LSD, unless unforessen events vestore my active Interest in publishing.
Thrr wind-dovn should take a Jear ¢r s50. and durlng that peried T expect my eirculation
‘o deciine graduaily, as L% has done in the last year (peaked at 130+, now to about 70} .

Thanks for your comment on our friencanip, I confirr it from my alde. Although
ny efforts at maintalning my Dippy contacis have not been snctable of late, I still
value the frieddships and acqualniznces that the hobby has glven me., But I just can’t
rut the snthusiasn inio the hobby that I once didi ~- other activities have edged
themselves intc my scheduls. Buk that doesn't lessen my esteem for the many peqple
w.c have oiTereld help, friendship, and good wlshes, You among them. of course., If I
maic o 142%, 1t would go on for the mesi of this PREO .

({Thanks for a nice letter. Once again, I stand correctsd in my earlier statcment
that LED was lale -~ it was a simple nisunderstanding.

I' aleo very sorcy to hear that you're winding down. In ifs priwe, ISD was one
of the fines: publications this hobby has ever produced. Ksep in touch.)y

Frer Ronald Brown (6/10/83)

Hl Again’

I fenl, on reflection, thbat T didn’+ rzally answer Mark Berchis argpument iu ny
letter of yesterday.

Mark refers to the mulebook, quite corrsctly, when he says orders do net need
untt deslgnation. It requires only the place of oxrigim, the move order, and the
destination. T have NEVER sald that orders rust include unit designations as Mork
lmpiles I hgve.

What ve mere argning about is the wansmorglfication of fMeets into armies. If a
player triss it, his orders fall., Ueems to me that the G is upholding the rulebook
vhen hie dlsallows that, a8 I can find no rule which allows ihle niraculous transformation
t take place,

If a player has “PF Eng-Bre" one season, and "A Bre-Par” ihe next, sonething is
screwy somewhers, right? 3Jut what if it was “A Bre-Ple"? How is that "more" legal?
He's atill irying to change from a fleot io an army and that 1s not allowed. Rod and
Hark feel 1t is their duty es Ms iy "correct” the poor misgulded player -~ and T call
that GM interference.

Mark's example of “A Munichh~Rulix® is an example of a "poorly written order'; bui
"A Bre-Pic" vhen one has no army in Bresit is 1llegal. Unless Mark is golng to argue
what "A” can mean "fleet” Iin certain spaclal clicumstances®

As for the player s inlentions, ihat caue into it wohen Rod wasz making the
assuptlor that such nases must bs srrovs., Ye is maling the assumptlon that the
player did not Antend to write "A" when he did. I gave a case where players intention~
ally make this eryor. By approach, of disaliowlng the order, does not consider player
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lntentions at.all; I'm going by what he actually wrote. Rod and Mark, in correcting
the order, are assuming that the player did not intend tc writs what he wrote. 5o,
I agree with Mark when he wrote: “The GM is NOT there to consider the player’s intent,
he’s there to adjudicaté what the player actually wrote down.” (omphasis mine). How
can Mark believe thls and yet feel he can change what the Player actually wrote dowmt

Mark may counter with the fact that I receive: “A Munich-Ruhe 3 "A Kied S 4
¥unich to Ruhr"; it appears as "A Kie S A Mun~Ruh” in my game repcrts. The meaning 1s
crystal clear to anyone, both of 4the original orders and my pecullar style of reporting
those orders. But no A" will ever maglcally btecome an "F* in my game reports.
It's "A_Bre-Pig (NSU); F Bre U, ~- And that's what ) want any of By GM3S to do if I'm
the guiliy player.

I guess I'm somevwhat passionaite in arguing thece things, as wy flrst few games when
I entered the hobby were screwed up by incompetont @Ms. One gols bltter when one sess
Wwo or thres yesars of effort get labeled "irvegular” hecanse of sloppy GMs.

I ax not saying Mark and Rod are in this category. In fact, I'd not hesitats
t¢ play under them, despiie minor disagreements. At least I'd know in advance where
they siood. What really rots my socks are (Ms who don'~ know whad they're doing and
make different rulings for similar situations.

Anyhow, T hope arguments like this will make some stop and *hink, saylng, "Hey,
I should make up my mind about that.”

i’d play under you too, BRUX, Af you had game openings and I had nore time,
Maybe some éayauo

((and I'd have no qualms about playing in one of your games elther, except that
I’ve resolved to stlck to American zines because mall %akes too long %o Canade. Thekks
for the compliment. -

I°d not play under Berch, however. Are you aware thab every slngle season ha's
evor GMed bas been sent out 192 days late, nor has”he evor CMed a fame with less than
three thousand adjudication errors? ()

Serdously, T agree 100% with your ruling and vour reasoning for it. Except that
in VD, your oxder fails even if you merely omit the wwlit. For instunce, "Bel-Hol"
will not succeed. When pressed for my reasom, I reply that the pzxovince of Belgium
cannot be ordered to move - only a ualt there can do thot.))

From Jeff Albwecht (6/5/83):

Dear Bruce,

I enjoyed Ronald Brown's discourse on the word "fuck® . Especially interesting to
me was the development of the word "fuck”, I hed cace bsen told by an Unglish major
that the word “fuck” goes back to the Hiddle Ages where it was originally an
abbreviation for "fomication undsr the crown of th: king* meaning roysl aduliary.
The hesitance to use “fuck™ in polite conversation was robakly due te tie fact that
the king or queen would not appraciate having thelr extracurricular sex discussed in
public. But then, that English major probably was using 4er dlscussion of "fuck” as
an introduction to her extracurricular sex, or somethlng like that.

Regarding Richard Edison’s letter and your reply, we had a fellow on our dorm wing
at college who collescted class schedules from all his friends so %hat he cowld figure
out routes to his classes avolding all of his "friends" from the dorm wing. The
fellow who practiced avoldance had z last name of Invy, we called him Penis: and. the
nickname was dus to the pronounciation of his last name, of zourse. Ty. Kuré and
Lettuce should contact Paul “Penis® Invy to find out sbout a roal nickname proilem.

Iuckily, Mr. Invy‘s classes were concentrated in the phamacy building so b
didn’t have many problems as none of the rest of us were svart enough to make that
grade.

({Remlnds we of my friend Larry Bator, kuowraround hers ae “Haster” )
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{'m dellighted to talnk that B1ll actually belleves that “republle" 1s synonymous
with freedom. He cught io check out that term some time. A republlc is a estate not
ruled by a heredlisry monarch. Nazl Geomany was a republlic, and so is present-day
Russia, as well as China, Argentina, Cubas, Cambodia, and othexr rather repulsively
governed states. By contrast, England, Canada, New Zealand, Sweden, and Holland are
monarchles. O0f the afore-mentioned republics, none are truly democracies. Of the
afore-mentioned monarchles, all are demccracles., Siuce BIll seems to prefer a republic
which 1 not a democracg, it would appear that he would not 1lke living here and might
e happier in orne of the nastles wmentioned in my first list, The notimn that
democxracy does not promote liberty ls a lie promoted by the acoliytes of despotism. I
challenge Bill %o name a single state in which parscnal libertles were respected and
mrotscted and which was not democratically governed. {Recalling, of courss, that
there has never beer a “pure" democracy in all of human history.)

Re: Ronald Brown..."fuck” does unot derive from any Norweglan or Swedish root.

It arises from the Anglo~Saxon fykkan, whirh msans abont what you think it means.
This and the words Honald mentions of courss all exdze from a common urTeutonlc root.
Res Gary Coughlan, Dick Martin, gt al: I agree with you thait Gary 12 a good

parson and I agree wlth you that he was "dumped” on more than wes necesssry. With
Martin, at least, the protlonm (based on what I've seen) secems to have been Dick®s
utterly cavaller attltude toward GMing, his apparwnt inability to be consistent or
falr in various instsnces, and his abusive reaction to complaints or criticism (in
fairness to Dick, the last may have been sbusive in themselves). However, Cary was
part of the problem 4oo. He did lose his temper and he did get right down there in
the mud with the others. Thla was not so much in EZ, as you rightly point out, bdut
ik letters to £lnes. privete letters and perhaps phons calls. Ome of the problems in
all this mess was (and 1s) the feeling that meny people have that “it’s OK for me to
got nasty, mt it’s never OK for somecne elsz to gel nasiy”, and I think you'‘ve run
acroes this attitude youreslf. There is a genexzl fallure {o recognize the simple
truth that getting nasty. no matter what the provocstion {real or imagined), is
admirable, conetructive, virtucus, and right.

Thanka for your endorement on the Miller Award. Jronically, INW is going o bs
2 weeks late this tlme. S’ughunu

{(Getting nasty is admirable, constructive. and right? Surely you Jesi...Anyway,

I got a good overview of the feud betwsen Gary and Dick, and from where I sit it didn’t
appear that Gery was down nearly a8 low sa Ddck,

With all due respect, I think 1%t is people like you who are shortsighted regarding
Latln Amerlcas, not Highchalr oxr Reagan. How do you bring the Unlted States toc its
Knees, short of launching an all-out nucieaxr sitack? Simple -~ they’re too powsrful
o attack outpright, so you first wesken thém by silrring up dissent among thelr allies
and implanting govermments hositlle to U.3. intorests wherever and whenever possible.
Do this in saveral dozen couniries, and the U.5.'s influence worldwide is significanily
veakened. Keep dolng it, and eventually, they wiil be isolated and will be forced to
their knees, That this 1s the Rusalan stxrategy ought to bs obvious to anyone who
takes a Bexrious look at recent world hlstory. Isolatlonism is a nice concept in
theory, ut impractlcal when a sworn eneay ls actively trying to overihrow ms.

I am unfanillar with the best wrliers of the euxly perdod of the hobby, but there
are several activa loday who I bat would compare favorably. Randolph Smyth has no
peer when it comes to writing sgbout the play of the gane, and I would be haxd-pressed
w belleve that anyone sver was him ogual in that regard...though perheps seeing :
samples of theilr work wouid convince me. Jake Halvarstadl, Bob Oisen, and Chuf?
Afflerbach are all amazingly talented, as wre Garry Hamlin and Cary Coughlan. But I
must admit that you're 1n a better position than I to judge these matiers, having
sean both ends of ths spectrim,

Gee, Just think how drastically the highway death rats would decline 5f we had
a speed 1imlt of 35 mph. Yet I would still call it “nonsensical™. })



|4
From Ivo Bouwrern {35/29/83).

Vear BRUX, ,

FEi! How are you uwolng? I'm fine, Just a few wesks ago I came back From the U.S.
whers I went on vacation, I traveled from San Francisco to los Angeles, San Diego,
Phosnix, Grend Canyon, Las Vegas, Death Valley, Yosemite, and back to the City, I had
2 great timas! VWell, this baing the third time comlng to your country probably tells
envugn about how I 1ike it! It's very possible that 1°1l come back again next year.
You do have a funny climate though! I haven'*t had one day without rain in Sunny
Califomila; my days in L.A. were wlthout a dry second...then entering Arizons I Jusi
stepped Into another world! It was dry, sunny. and hot! So I was getting a suntan
already. Until we crossed the Mojave Desert, back intc the Stats of Califormia. As
Soon as we were oul of there, it started to raln agaln. Ws ended up in a genuine
hligzard up in the Yosemite Mountains! It was 2 great time anyhow.

Back to the reason for writing. Could vou send me a oopy of Suverncva® ... You
Gt wonder why §oack Sor h, well I ii explair. Yo do oo T hpwe to tell you in
short about the Duteh nobby.  As far as 18 4nown to us, the start was ir 1973 {7 was
in clemsntary school, se & had nothing to do with that; T entersd in 1980. but that's
Fei o come}. This guy Paul Mecris bought the geme ir London, and sterted o
vlay 1t with friends. Afier g few years. an "officlal” organization is born, of which
the Diplonacy group becomes a rart. There siill is only a very iimlted number of
plovers, malnly btecause of the grame not being for sale is Holland, However, there

ar: seveinl lnfernational centacts, with Swiigerland and Girmany, for lastanca.
Toaen in 1980 a magesine published an article on the Zame. And L am one of the many
who read that. and was curious enough to order the game in England, Roth Jaap Jacobs

{you may have heard of hin) and I wrote to ‘he English hovby to iry to play the game
throogh the mail. And vla Kngland {can you balleve 12!} Jaap and I go% in touch, as
w3ll as wich the "0ld" hobby. So since that moment our hohby s growing rapidly.
Jaap publishes Yrymoron for iwo years now. Two friends snd T pubilish the second zine,
called Je Mainiiendrel since last Aungust, and recently a third sine, Brutus has
appearcd. Add to all thiz that last year (flnally'} a Dutch version of Diplomacy
came ouil, and you A1l sen that there are a2 lot of new players rlght now- So far
there was this "in crowd® #ho ware able to cope with the few new omes. But now it is
golng a little ioo fast. We stili ave wery well ciganiZed, bui if we want *o keep
that up, some lmportant decisions must be nade, One of them 1s the production of a
rovice packet. Having besn a novice myseli three years ago, I do possess the English
one, Bul ln producing g good one I would also want to read the American one, of
course we have a general Frame vpon whlch we intend to produce it. tut =ny sugrestions
are weloome.

Well, now you have a vague ldea abont cur nobby 2t the moment, and ¥ may tell
you nora 1€ you like...

{{Sure, I'd 1ike to hear more alwat the Duteh postal Diplomacy hobby, and Ifil
Yot many of my readers would too. You are Tres to cse any material from Supexnov:
that you wish, and {12 be vexy haphy to snswer any further questions that you hawve,

(tlad to hear ycu snjoyed visiting the U S,A. If you make it here next yeoar, why
ot vlsit ihe Bast” Then you can stay at ny nouse! Tet ne know...

wood luck v you and the other postal playsws in The Netherlands!i))

From Ben Schilling (3726/82),

Dewazr BRUX,

I an Tinally getting to yowr remark about fascisn ard comminiem. Bob Olsen was
qui*e correet ln his remarks. but I wan! to elatorats a nit.

By dictionary defines fascism as: "politica) movement or syoitem of gorornmant
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charuc terized by dictatorshly. suppression of all cl#sent, corplete regimentation,
giorification of nation and race and a belligoarent foreim pelley.” I think thet
przity well desoribes the government of the Boviev Unlon. Addlitionally, the Nazis
were really the Natlonal Soclalist German Workers Party. That sounds quite a bit like
what the Soviet govermment likes to call themselves, dossn’t it?

((xupt))
From Peler Ansoff (6/14/83):

Hollo BRUK.

Enclosed are iwo recent issues of Pulp and Crown, which 1 publish every monih or
50 See my letter in YD #77 for the source of the marked Prass ltems. Also enclosed
is a xerox of the East Con flysr that I recelved recenily. Would you say that they
tend tc he somewhat PO oriented? Maybe they establish 1 vir trestuorthiness Jevals
by rolling 2U-sided zlice!

Suxe, 1'4 be happy %o take you for a eruiss any time. A}l yuu have to do Fiprst
is appeint me Commodore of the VD Salling Fleet, Actually. T qualify because I still
oW wo teats al the moment -~- anybody interested in =z 79 Buceanssr day sgller® I
had someone take sone plctuxes of the Drascombe Lugger the first time we took her
ocul; we'll sse how tiey tum out. 9The Lugger is defiritely 2 characier boat; she
is the same type that Webb Chiles ie currently salling around the world, My amblilons
ara2 a bit mcre modest; maybe I*11 try taking her down to Mount Verncn some tine.

I'm glad that you and Pete Birks think that the USA ir a highly regulated country.
Hov would you 1ike to 1live in & place where you had to carry personal identity papers
at all tlmes ana produce. them on demand, report to the police each time you changed
¥our address, go downtown and bwibe the right offiecials to g2t a nackage mailed from
overseas; and be subject to g fine for fallure to keep your cor washed? Such laws ave
conmonplace in Western Europe. If that's what you call "fesedom”, I think I°11 take
over~regulation.

To my surprise, I actually recelved a couple of Inguirias about Pariement. Pary
ls sipilar in many ways to Jake Halverstadi‘s game (at least I gother so from Jake's
writeup in VD 79), although of course it's based on Buropean rather than Amorican
politlcs. You too can trounce the vile Monarchlsts and jead the Soclallst-Connuiisy,
aillance to vietory at the polls, on the Tloor of Parliamont, or in the snokey back
mom[! LI}

I was very interested in your response to MNark Berch's letter on orders writing.
You sald. "I admit that the Rulebook does not requiic the< tha unlt be correctly
designated. tut I do. I Feel, as do many other @Ms, thac it’s an essential part of
an order." The quesuion leans from the page...WHY " Tes, I know wWat you're the (M
and what you say goes; I'm not questionidg that. But why; from a philosophical
standpoint, do you feel 1t necessary to lupose an arbitrery rTule on your players,
even though it isn*t in the rules and serves 1o other useful funciion”

Got to closs. Someday I'1l get to that houserules articlel?!

({Two reasons why I "impose" the rule requiring that the unit be correctly named.
Flrst, it's my personal preference -~ the unit 1is meving, aot the provincs. Butbt I
realize that you were asking for a more practical reason. Very wells I typs the
adjudications in YO direetly from the players' orders coalier first underlining the
moves  that fail. Having the blayers name the units makers it possible to do this,
without referring to the last adjudication. Fair encugh?

I was not aware that the Westexm European countries are as you say -

1’11 take you up on your cruise ocffer soms day!))



Crom Ruth Giaspey {9/21/83). Ié

Tesr Bruca, _

How goes the Jjob hunt? I can certalnly understand jou« posidizn vis a~-vis 51l
thcsa charmlng 1itilc Yib graders. I tausbt music of every varieny - general nmuslc,
'-=’or.a}'-/ eicral, hand wnd orchestra ~- at all levels In erv vormentis rolg’ng from a iiny
facming communiiy to a large nnor ¢lty. Fimglly. 1€ yzawe asoe. T cenchided that I
cas Juet losing loo auch sleep over dreading tv wake up ¢ v morsing, so chucked the
daele wiee. The odd thing 1s, now I vant to go back to =olieta to get another degree -
1 Hlstery, probsbly.  And w#hat could bo lhe use of in, e wept o tecens Anyway. good
Tuck in your quest for something that sults you battex.

This past weekend iacorporated the woret and the best momenis of ny Life. I had
sore to Facklunaw Iily with a friend, and had taken my 7 -nonin-c d ounpy along. As a
dog lovers you can imagine how I felt when she pulied her leash out of my hand and
bolted across the street to disappear between two MWiddlios  She muas | ke gressed

sohitrius. ot by fhe time I gut o wheve T jua Wi Rar sle lwd complevaly
anished. Ay friend and I searched all over the twown s coo® «ids Wt she wasn 't

r- be found. No one had even seen her! The towm is dividel by a1 interstate highuay
‘wedlng to che brldge across the stralts; and you can tet i wes pr-ylrg that she hadn't
sopehow got onle 1t.  After about four hours of mmting, e sadly fwned the car
owarld Traverse Cluy, as it was geiting dark. FHowever. we wore botis so preoccupled

L reads; teaim’ul) thet ve missed a turnoff and rad %o teirace sur steye. 1 suggested
at 1t was prehiy late to bs starting home; why didn % we stay evernlght and lock some
Fore ihe aext day?  Se we dld just that. Nesd I meniien thau I got no sleep that night?

Tu the moxning va resumed the search, and wlso pozt:d s’:ns op utililty poies around

oW By niow, chough, we were beginnlng 1o think she hod ‘vzen pickad up by a tourlst,
 perhaps had got Persell stuck by the leash in some vz awna  Playilng a long
froboomy Drlend checked ab the ticket boeoth for the Yerr: ie Hackinac Island; had
sogone thers sex her”  The lady at the hooth sald she had -eavly run ower g puppy of
"ot deserlpilcon on her wey w work about an howr befor:d o, cver o lhe west side
or the lotersiate- There another kind soul told us that ke had sien a dog dragging
# loash - - rack on the gasy side of the highway -~ a few wivuics peeviously., This
woman ran wnder the viaduct to where shie had made the sierilrg. ana vhen we go: the car
vTied around end cover there ahe was pointing to a buildin: across the street - the
cog had Just xun behdnd 1i. I raced around from one die tion. my frisnd drove the
orther way arourd -- and there was he pupry, In tall gras:z by i sellroad tracks!
wnat with the absolute dizzy thrill) that comes wiih such a moment I can understant
kow someone could have a heart attack because of thear hanpiness. Tt really
cavondshlag how fuel those wWliile Turry frieud. woum thalyr w.. fdwe 2 2r8e7 8 heaois
kell, she wes (lred and dirsy and scared; wut CK aszidn Jrom thal

Though T-d hoped to get tn Orisins to meai some of itnr Ffalks 1 ondy kaow through
correspoadence, it looks as 1 11 4s not to be this veaxr. 7T was golng to ask you ‘o
¢2 me a favor and buy Avalon Hill's new card game. Up Front io send me -~ I®& written
¥>u a check and evarything. Then ¢ few days ago, | recoived noiitication from A4 chat
they were awarding ma credli towarc mewchandisy as & prize for ns saswer to thelr
contest question on Strugglis of Naticns. Ii's an odd thing, hwesvss my asswer wasn't
aaything iike the "schosl geletion”. So I')1 just use ih: c-edit ond order 3t from AH.

Running oul of paper - goi o gult and gat this in the aali.

{{Sorcy to hear you wop i make the Big 0, as ii's w, . Livaly «lose o you tds
yrar. ¥arxt year you 11 bave o go all the way to Dallas!

Your story about che 1itile puppy doggy was very btouwcoing.  Thazks fov sharing
Lo and T happy at o way 1t tureood out.  Couts kaop ahaid «f the litdle furbelis'))



Feom Chuft Afflerbach (6/20/83) ;l

Peaxr Bruos,

Unm eatarrassed. Ie 1t that time again® (A note to Leomles: Frucs is teo kin.'
His flattering invitatlon to me to write ancther aridcle isx jast his very polits way
of renlndlng ne thai my &ub has Just run oul, 5o 1i's sgsxi up ov nay up, eh, JRUX7!)

But first, T do have an excellent excuse o nake, Mhe cal urlnated s ths arileis
I was writing for you. Hey, would T ile about svmeihing liie that? Now, befure yoa
sIrGleously concluds thot 1t was some sort of an editosial <urmsent on her part. let ac
4B5uire you thatl thls cal is an absolute inbeclls when it o st the finer polute oo
e geme. Lasl time we played she ordered a wunii to suppe wnd 014 1t the saue
vime.  ({ah, but you forget that such an error covld be irwoatlon=i' Your 1ittle
Biviy cat nay be saacter than vou think.,.))

Juet as well that I newvsr fluished ithe piece. 1t was a fashis atbtempt to descciqe
my Gréatssl Coup. After reading about Osuch’s congues’, T coness ihs priza. T wan
stvatehling Wings o5 it was Just to find somasiiing wo woeo cwee . LU 1t Bt rus
vy tnown Ive never played a Ihplonmcy game from siart o i.nish  Uab trat Cv you.
wutnn Flle!

"He Tuled the toads of the short forast

And every newt ln Tdzho...”

Ges, Mr. I}, now thail you're horn agair and have swoxin oif CORLLOUAETSY. FOUY FC50. 0
coluen has begcome rather, well, baaal. C'mon ~- a censns ¢ metrope!lian Bolew o OF .3
then, I won't be embarcassed to ask ihis questiosr in prin:.

Dpes anybody out thers remeaber an oid sclf) novel atouy o Fouva Soan which o
dec'roy a whielo snlasy system? Seems there was inis evil Ped atinsa vodeh used Sba
thirat of these H-bhombs to keep thelr subjectis in line. 711 'obsi yiliance sends
tolepori naxed Terle to snaich the secret. and the Feds send itreir bost agent, Yor:
e oswp hin. T fiest yead thls book some Tiftsen ysacs agr «nd Lo sanlows to ser
It 1s stdll ae good as I remember 1t. I thought 1t wae called Tho Yropramoedl Y.
suf that lead scome to be a dead end. DTespersie, I m now . riing s Tha Yolee of oo
Lnt ~f ten dozon geeks and freaks, someone if bound to hav. :ved rlz b k. O'mon
foks ~« T've g0t a et riding on this with my Slzmess twin

Mueh bz already been sadd about VEe new louvk, bt 1w o0 050 “iloto for weo
There's Jusr one ibiag mlssing. Whatl happensd (o Uw pr 24 & dag? aenl” TL et
hring btack ol memories of that 1ittle red schoolhouse a~l 1hwss purale pages Tras
of f the pracs, Ny closamates complained bitterly wnat th: sihee's swailed 1ike ihs
doctor's offlce. Put I was never sick much as a child and | arweys did vat.er well
‘n school, so { never did equate gettling shote with taking jesns Ty daent, T feownd
qmt T3V @ n thous blamka Inatiiled in me z =zuphesic. | ot . 7 alnr fears oo

=

wa? L to Kuow that I was hlgh net on Joy of Jearning, bu. <o wivrur a cohal?

"o Anu every cricket whw had chorused

By the hush in Buffalo..

wWhich wzeninds me -- won't someboy please take sway Inily Tgntfield's exc.mating
trint? Don’t waste fem, Bill, stockplle ‘enm. Do your part ve raln Are clta echicve
supsrlority cver the Russians in the Element of Surpriss.

({Yup, your sub's about up., 1°d rathe:r bLave your ari.clas thar your dal.ses,
although 1f you wart ic compromise you can rvrite me an artlcle on il hani of = @yl
cherk., ..

Can anyone out there help Chali ldentify the nove. he costyihes

From Mark Loedi {6/6/33, excerpish

LAl huee
Siets dz oprobatly going o Y
a

. d
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Vvaurse, then again, most cverything coming out of this wypewrlter 1s pretty rough --
all thowss unps, potholes. rats, 4:pos, and other defects one is Likely to encounter
2F one lungs around here for oo long.

Repert from Dloomington: ditto's looking somewhat better, definiiely fewsr raally
Uifficult pages (or have I been Yucky?)s keep vp the gocd work, Bruce; maybe ore of
these days I'Li approve of it,

# tob of really lnteresting stuff in the last couple of VDs (#s 78 and 79). Mot
“niy does Fluapher hsve come interesting things to say, so does his wife. And the
Liiymeioegy and usage of "fuck® is grent, but where's Johr Kador to set us stralght
o3 the mat.ogpe !

Well, " muess [ gel classifiaed as cne of Rod Walkex's raving paruroics for
¢ ajecting 1o Bl Subm's "dangerous” new sexvice. T do ot oblect. hasleally, to
L s tafoirsidon teling coimpiled, nos to 1is being availat’e. Winat I ¢o object to
{4 bhe pannesr in which this “service” is being handled, and the notion that, at some
wint. someens wlll decliés that thils is not onouveh - the mose ‘nfodnaticon on Pluyers
- eedded o and weesed o collect and diciaibuts such v fars L L -

Frret. ibe wsomer in vhich the informatien is beiny bundled  Tod z¥plalns that
cETR Were objectieons ralsed ln the past Tor ratlng sycicus. (ot these were publlaly
rresended Anybouy could see what Player was rated how. It was public Information.

“n2 results of zanes are publie information -~ that cennot be argued  How players
o-eform o games is public Information - as much a3 can e deduced I'rom same statistlics.
e Informmation $s there for anyone o use. lncludiang B11} Guinn.

“hat ae 1s selling this public iuformation is not an argusent I wish to address;
i+ oould e argued at great length hoth Wayas  “real" publie nfermation (4o the "real”
vrle, at least in this country) is free of Charge. Howewer, ihis jnformation is not
~2iig presented pubilely, bug covertly. Flayar "A” reque -ting Infomailon on Player
M 15 doing so secretly, without the kuovledge of Player "B*  Wor does Player 'B»

-~ this vase have an equal footing unless ha purchasss tuforration on Player A",
“uly ihwosz with the aoney and willllng to sperd it will e sy ing this informatlon.
sartaps) giving them an savantage. It sort of remirds m of ealling arms to thurd
- wid naiions, and notody knoving save the buyor and selsr. How abeut some acoounting
~ooowhat s otheriisa puhlic information® If this 4= publie Infurmatisn, woy be
Coozit abopt e
rReTe are LNo says this eould 03 bandled. 17 Publizh a1 infonetion on ail rlayers
~o2thar, in one publicavlon, with npdates. 2} A plaves anose pasord has ten requested
informed thai his recerd has been "bought” by another player. (he questlon of
“tQueswr anonymity I°1) leave open.) This ups whe price from 3/51.00 to 3/51.79.
Uroa third alternative is to mubllish 5 1listing of who regussted Informatlics on whom
funs

&8 1 wtated befors, L do rot object to lhe infomaticn beirs avatlaile ceraly to
o oway An wihdet i 1z handled. (I have no qualms aboui ny o reeord {0 Moy than
Pin dlunalaess] being in the hands of opponents. )

M this service is handled coveruly. vwhat about ihe next we" What will the
GXU one be? Somebody golng through endgams statenents tu conme up with an even more
cwinprehensive player profile? Or aq analysis of correspondence: (r a isuing of
wuvices?!  Wnen do you draw the Linss When can you” Theie alinys seems 10 e this
tendedcy o escalate. in real war, sand in our iitdle wargame.

I not trylng o put BLll off tor hls work and afforvs. ¥ can ses how his
coenpliaiions can enefit, the bobby 4t large. Players Thopefu.ly, wordd become more
coovered about dropouis. resiguatioas, playing the suauc cara: alan game after game
Tlowe stabbing for ihe win « foing Tor the drow, balny stabbed for rthe yle LoQle. ). Rub,
P abor malking this service g pubile aifalr and net & pifvate sve (1t should be
vload vhar i Meinsl s Plaver Red tabllity Ratings and Tw. D@ Tard & Infinentisl
vlayer Sankings mre mooh widnl ¥ publlshed threugheui Gabiny

deill  1F wvou w6 made 1 that far, congras 1 Aope whare s st Ll wome L7 owon
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looking Tor a llght at the end of the Lumnel. How did we sel ino that, anyways™ Gee,
thls lasl VD is opened ic a Rod Walker ariicle. lum. Susyielous. Hmmm. Here' s Ige
Ten'® he fomny? 1 wich he'd wilte you all the time. Beiwcen hlm and Osuch, 1t

makes VD worth 50¢. eacy. Oh~oh, here comes Billy Highfizid. I can only sigh and
shake my head.

Fortunztely, I do have somethlng that night help, and 1'd appmec’ate i, Bruce, if
you'd pass it along to Bill. It's & naw wonder druz calied M.N. Rheloric. It's
guaranteed to cure Teulty logle, encourage Slear and concice argumentailon, and works
great as an anti-laxztive, too. UJeriously. T can’t agres, can’t dlusgree -- he mostly
sontradicts hiwsslf.

Actually, since we've got all these people in VD with =zomethlog to say about the
worid, vhy not uze YD as a forum to culve the world's prodiems? Seelng as how none of
us will ever be in a positlon to change the woy things are, we can at least do our
best in VD: Maybts collectively, we can come up with something that'll work.

P AN erem ap el ik one iaa slready, Whougs L oyou dou b oeled my jwping the
Zun (oo pun intended) . We should send all the deer hunters 10 .4l Salvador {Ceantral
smerical. ‘Thls would make everybody happy. The deer - o one would be shooting at
them. 'The desr bunteis -- they'd have pienty ic¢ sheotl al. Bi1i Highfield -~ America
vowld te fafe from comsunisn. (O did someone slreacy suggest this?) (What can you
exvect from an idesi:stle pucifist anyways? )

Guess we're both wrned out by now.

((Guest so? I iibed your suggestion a lect. I &lso fels you nade some very
walt - thought-oul statements regaxding vhe Quinn #lles ~~ 1 thought your solution #73
wan the besti 1doa on the subject so far.

I'd znswer you more, but my Lypewriter's bsglmulng W get plosed off; and when
it gets grumpy, T got in troubls.

From B1117 Highchalr (yay!) (6/14/83):

Brevce,

How have you buent  Blg issue of TMP, hub” 1 senv a leiviLar ool eopy t Helleyy 1
hore he subscoibes!

T'm glad vou. too. Jike the llteracy isst. Ue ghcuid zlsc have a law stailng
ihat those who don't pay taxes should not e allowed to vois in school. county, or
clty budget issues. What do you think about that? I say that if they don’'h pay,
they don't vote on that budget! :

s For Bl Salvador § tadnk we 11 go b whih trooeps of o 1he ‘G4 elacidons b
course) If noedsd  Wo can’l let anoiber couniry fall to whose pilg Tarming fussikos
and thelr tondies’ Woen we g0, we must toss politlics away. He saouwid desiroy
comrunist Nicarezua --- shoot anything with a am!  The popuiace siaould be spared as
mach as possible, but If they have a gun, they die, He should destroy thelr tascs
;ud economy and install a pre-American governaent, then punz An the ald tc rebuiid it

and I'm not tatking about 10,000 ¢r 20,000 men. T meazn 100,000 troops with ing
full support of the Air FForce and Navy. 1f Casiro and Cuba iry something., threaten
1o aliminate them. They'll back dowr. whon confronted with overwnalming American
atrenghh. Sure. 1t°11 he expansive, but in the Yong run, ‘i will be cheap for us.
Wao must stop this spread of commpunlam ally Way W8 can! T hope we sSiay our of Bl
Salvador oar if wo do, we should go in and play ko win!

114 like to see “Iron Balils” Hailg in command- He 'S ol some gubls Oh wall. ifve
g0 W go. T°11 see you.

({T agvee 100% wiih your second-te-ias: senieuce- (st
Seriously, I agvec with yeu in prinviyle. and T ihirk o toin of peopig 4ut thers
dc . But sometimes you tend to. uam, overstale mattars jusi s bih, and Jhat gels people

rilad. Blght te siny communion. yes: bub A preoy comiut 3t Hlepmagwe o
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From ¥evin Stone /6/ 18/83)-
Deav BRUX
You are really some kind of basketlall expart! Yeur o £tal ball nust have bean

working overtime when you sai3d the Siiers would SWeap.

I Just bave to respond to Billy Highchailr’s letter. I agree with his comments on
reagan doing an adequa’e Jjot with the Gconeiy. Now if only he'd cut the damn defense
budget and trim the deficit, ..

What' s this noise about literacy tests for voting? What about sonlebody who can
cead, but their language is 3panish, not Dnglish?  (ould thay vote? What soxt of
test would be given®” Who woulc give 17 would it he Just cae test, or would there
%e a btunch of versions? If You only have cne, how would you keep somebody from taking
it and then telling everyone else? When would the tests be given” Right before Yoo
Wanted to vote? The voting would take a lot longer and many paople wouldn 1 vote
Just because they can't afford to spend six hours waliting o vote.

I itaink ge've Acue rratiy well sc far ulith Svelyone abie Lo «cte kesldes,
uneducated people genovmily don’t vote anyway.

Billy is always bliching about the pooprle on welfare. Wha about ihe literate
factory worker who busts s ass for 60 hows a woek? Where would he fina the time
o learn how %o read? Should he become unamployed; s0 he’d havs the vime to learn
enough to be atle to vote? I he’s a productive memher of society, ihen why the hell
should 1t naiter whether he can read or write? He shoulu nol be derled the right to
vowe! (Sorry if it sounds like ['m geiting trato. )

{{That's 0K, VD) pisses people off wiih astonlishing reguw ariiy anyvay.

1 don’t vropose to have the answers to all of youv questlons. These #re urcblems
wiich would have to be faesed and sclved before nstituting 5 test for vo ting, and ['m
o exrevt on the matter. T simply feel that, in prineipls, 0 Illiterate drunken bum
who wanders the streais of “ow York City should noi be &lven the same vight to determine
o rountry®s fize as somcone with a law degree from Corne™l {2nd T'm not even goling
W ronsider the drusken bum with a law degren. . .}

" Then again, i{c 2xpanc the discussion just o bii, our wnoid syeten of electlons
tould use a heal thy shakedown anyway. Take the electoral coll vge. for instance,
which givas Alackans seveinl tlmes the voilng power of Californians. Now tell me
is one Ig Lew worth a dozen Rad Walkers?..well, -evar aind. 8t we de: need some .
lmprovemer:ts. and we nay as well try ito make our electioral process as falr as we can.))

From Paul Rauterberg (6/8/83).

Urar Bruces

In your response to Highfiecld*s letters of 5/16 and 3/20, ir issue 79, you compars
Wlllle's expostulations on Amerlca®s viritvas to ithgse of John Bourdman. Ones agaizn,
Jyou are Jgnoring the fact that Boaxdman’s {lairibes are mXercises in garsugu, while
Highfleld's appear to be sincere utterances {however immature or misguided they may te. Yo

dhy does Hipghfield Wslievo Ronald Reagun’s assertion that ihe confiicis in E1
Salvador are primarily reflections of the external struggles botwesn capltaliem znd
comiunism® Why doesn‘t he pezd analyses by people who have been down there, and
have seen ths Salvadorian people belng oppressed by & hardfii of seal thy familles?
¥hy does he believe that the people im thesz families are "ledicziad! o he conent,
ot Iree elecilons, whilch would logieally resuli in massive low iildes in thelr material
fortunes~

i#lgnflield wants w live ip pPeeCu here 1 U N34, Sue v Fas no aelms ahboul
Fiving in “non-peace” gveryshere alsa. Hls “freedon” s 4. ik the st 0f cowsblass
numan 1lves, in his book.

i

t{and oy freedown Is wopth tne lives of hogo wne wouid ks Ut Frow pe. rog. o
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From Bob Osuch {6/14/83):

Imar Bruce,

Just a reaction or two from your most recent letter cojuamn,

I agree with Walker regarding Quinn‘s project. The infe's all there for anyone
who wants 1%, so why not consolidate it? I suppose the big gripe is that it willi iead
to events outside each respective gare having an influenca, tut thai happens mors
often than not 1n most games.

Hey, Dick asked you to put his leiter in #78. or =n lssus before the end of Hay.
g0 you put it in #79 on May 31. Hmm, wonder If that was jlanned.

So lew makes the most interesting parts of his letizis WFWP? FNo problem, print
them anyway. U'm sure he wouldn®t mind. Tell him I gav: you my permisslon. Don’t
worry, I won't mention your horrible veputation as one wiw printa NFP stuff.

Bdison thought you published TW? Hah, what a Jerk. Yah, I guess ha's (K, Just
upset because I wonr't ally with his four-center powerhouse ard stalemate mysell.

Mark Perch o¥vicusly haz tho newest reviszed rmulsbock. My 976 edzticn doesa b
state cxactly what is necessary for an order to be accepiuiile My rulebook is silill
vague on the mechanics of wrilting ordexrs. Vor sxample, i could oaslly be argusd that
nislabeling an army =8 a fieet (or vice versa) "admlts av two neanings”, thus
13 not to be foilcowed. Maxk can imply as he wishes, bui ithe lssue dsn't clear,
otharwise why would ithere be so nuch problem with 1t over ke years” It's qulte
obvious that the Tule is vague; no matier how much Mark oad Hed deny 1it.

Als0, Mark says that for a move order to succeed, you neswd n “"move symbol®, elihsx
"40% or “-~". Brother. does that mean, as it would scem, that if a piavey forgetls hils
dash, Mark makes that an unordered unit? It would seem so. 25 Mark says the rileoool
is exteenely specific about this being required. Mark accopis mislabeled unlts obut
not orders without dashes. You.

I would sooner place a powexr in CD than call a standby who bas aliealdy besn in
the game and been eliminated. Too many geames could be rulned by immature reactlens
stemning fron the original elimiration. Of course. in the older days GMs dldn't adways
have ibe lwary of fresh standbys. I would make 1t my first prlority before GMing
a game.

({1 agree with ths conclusion in your last perugraph: vamely that it is a peor
idea to let a player play itwo positions in cne game, but disagree with your prenlss.
That is, the argument that an immature reactlon could rer:iit irom the first power's
elimination, if accepted, could just as validly be used to make a case agalnst ever
letting two players who have played togethsr Join a second game together. You
kanowr: one piayer might go after the other tzczuse th: ol wipeu hlm out In he
first game. "This happens, of courss, but we don't sepersie playsrs who have playaw
together as a result. I think my reasoning that the slimliated player may have been
toid secreis ia his role as the flrst power has more valldity,

I 1iked your discussicn of the mlssing dushes, and wonder how Mark will respond.

YIs putlication dates are always Tuesdays and Mck's letter got here after #8
was out. 5o the situation wasn't planned. If June I had een a Tuesday, his letier
wouldn®t have nade it ln at all. :

I have a reputation of printing RFP stuff? I°d like o sce somecne try to polint
to an exsmple! (Maybe I should watch it, though, I just weceived a letter from a
subber who wants part of his letier deleted. It got here too late, though. oidn v
we discuss this very situation in the "Off the Recurd' ariicle a while bac 2Y %)

From Doug Beyerlein {6/12/83):
Dear Bruce,

T greatly enjoysd CGeoff Challinger®s letter ir YD 779  In partiouiar iz comments
regarding lonrad von Metzke trought back many fond memcriss Trom the ast.  Sonoal was




v
veigue.  Since Conrud lelt “e hobby in 197 1 heve nni saeloarny U3 zing wdich had
W styie and class of Norred's Costaguana  Baok ia ‘he 705 when - was SN0 1 xedsivod

atout ha’T of ihe Uk zlnas and some of the wat wire in trpuana s loague, Ny
OLe L an sure that Lolh

terscnal fovoriie wes Behil the Frog, pceduced by dohn Fu
ceoff and Pote Birks rewembor Bthil. T wondexr what Pigeol 1s doing these days. and
for that matter, what about von Meizke® Haybe VI moowd start an old timer's colim:
Yor all of us relics of the past.

T thought thai ¥ had sent you 2a arilele for the Greatest DS Plomatic Joup Counteat.
tut apparvently singe Jou didn*t mention it I must have furgot, It wes the story ol
19688 whare T stabned Rod Walker tuwlee and won the gatne. [ wurote ihe articie ten
Yearss ago, but it has never teen printed in a zine. oOh well. .,

{({T didn'y recelve 1%, but would love to have 1t.  Send it along, hey® Ten vears
i¢ long encugh for any article to have to wait to be Printed:

YD does seem to have 1ts share of hobby fossila, and I generally find their
tlitng te ke anong the most Interesting siuff thet T get T’ omTerdng o Rud Lailap,
Jaul Rauterseng, Tred Invle, Ceolr Chellinger, Pele Eirks, Pos.r susetf, and. of course,
Jod. Hod hag written in adready aboul Conrad's current astisLiles: I wonder 1f Gew:t
e Pete nould care Lo FUL1 us In regarding Jorm Piggot? (Send me kis address and 1913
@¥2 4 1 ean get hinm to zub, too!)
¥ wish 1 coald hove scen some of those zines of the past. 1°d iike to see how
sy stack up against. ey . Huropa Bxpiess or some sther of today's top zines, I

£

wrimie I czie *nto the hobhy ten yeaws e late to satisfy ny curdosity. ..))
V] y .
¥oveo I Hadned 16/4/85, eX28TDUE ) ¢

SN N S L ET

Yes, 972 at last issue of LSD HMiks sald he was winding things down. I think re's
Sandng on o stacting one more game (he's goth a hg waltlog 135t} hal hemdies tha-

U owlll Just ™ hin Tinlshlug off our games., He's doubiing all our remalning sac
Teadits gines nat's changing t5 a warancoese format 2 I axpaci he’ 1) finish everyu iy
an.

Gy dlilo Is lookiog better.

So ihe ociginal hateh of zines you sent {or one of the baooh Wa lost en route”
Foit, that 8 ne surprise. 1 got some zines freom Sherwocd. ho pui his in a tox wnlct
#a8n’t the corrugated cardhoard steff. Just 2 box Like a veaw shirt would come In. e
#ides were heoken Open and zlnes were hanging out when the pusiman handed it to me .

il it wasn't for the tape he put around the bux I would have loct that shipment too.
W¥hat the hell do thay do in (hird clasg: !

{(1 domo. but they ought 0 sell 1% to the US Amed Forces. Haybe we could
use it to vip apart enemy tankst))

From Rick Ragsdale (6/17/83),

RPUX

This comes to yon from +he Carge compacimetit, of a 0-~130 en iroute from San Fesiieis=co
o Secoit AFB. so §f parts of it are 1llegislie...blage it on reugh air.

THE WORD has come down frsm Alosia thal Bl1l Guinn' s compoter eompllation of
records from Eveiyth] ng is GOLD. A hobby 0ld Fogey sdmenishes un oo ra jolice, secuars

ir the knoﬂeage Somediie m2Y Cure enough to Spend g ol s rad aul whed Car playan:;
records are. 1 feel ¥ an basids th2 =iii] AELBX G,

Afc mach of the {1d Fogey's reasun irg scems fnilunal il weasored  Phe tnforaetlon
pv. after all, svallable io the Public sow. Mo ape ooceWlistad o b peoore ESNE
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the player himself. And, efier all., the folis whe ploy Nipilomacy Tor fun probebly
don't view the "Quinn Flles" as “"dangeroua",

But beyond that the 0ld Fogey's reasoning/argurents betorte somewhat fuzzy and
$rrational. The informaticn available from Bili Quinn is a matter of publlec record;
how could anyone “demand that it now be kept secrei? To ihe best of my knowledge I
don’t recall anyone in these pages calling for public 1nformation fo ve made secret.
Where ¢id the 014 Fogey get that interpretatlon of the discussion? 1 simply decrlec
the fact that information previously avallalile only to the “hyperindustrious few" who
compiled player stats/proflles on thelr own at much cost in effort is now available to
everyman for a tuck. And I decadied one mors computer conpilation of data which, while
public in nature, would remain relatively obscure were it not for the energy of a

progranner and the speed of a computer.
' I am a member of the Alr Force and much of my persoual 1life is avallabils fox
scxutiny to those with access to a computer and inmwocuwous public records.  For instance,
you can determine to the penny how much I am 7aid from records other then those kept by
e 5. Most people privately empleyed conclder the amcwnih o7 their locome to be
highly personal. Sure, I'm pald by ths tax dollare and we all have the right to know
whers most of our tex collars are spent, perhaps that®s ne it should be. BUT, 1 simnly
don‘t 1ike my hobby/recreational activities being subjected to the same tishbowl tyre
of serutiny possille in my other affairs.

Why? What have I Yo hide? What ham can possilbly come from having such innccuous
information catalogued and avallable for instant relxleval? I°ve nothing to hids, and
can see no ilmmediate harm now. But the country is populated with supposedly intellligent,
woil-3nformed individusls who fall to grasp the coaplaxitices of high school-level
civics/consitutional knowledge and thus say, “Not only axe cobjecilons to thelr
(Aipdata) publicaticn poorly reasoned, nobody has a r1ight to waxe any such objection.”
I don"t want people who think that way to kmow any mere abuut me than is absolutely
neCeacary.

Reflect Zor = moment on how perxvasive date gatoering and *eamunching™ 1s in our
soclety. It's oven invaded a hobby as unstruciured as postal ILdp! And reflect on the
old axlom o war, "Know Thine Enemy." The more someonse inient on controlling your
bahavior knows about you, the sasier it is for him to plok out weak 3pots to
explolt. [°d rathor the mindlesa lisiing for listing’s sake not make it easler for
such a person to succsed. :

Am I making a mountaln out of a molehill? Ferhaps. Ianocucus niormetian
indicating & person‘s eligibllity foxr resetilement -to National Soclalietl work camps
wat aveilahble in Germeny in the 1930s in the form of brth and marriage certificates.
Synagegue rolls, and the like. How much moxe efficlent the Nazl: could have made
thely final solution 1o the "Jewlish Problem” hal they Pean abie w0 sift thess wlded
scatiered and non-integrated publle records via computer ruiher than mmlrylug on manu..
record checks. How many more eliglhles who esciped ldentdiication by the manual sea.vi:
would have been "tagged" through the automaied seprch of a cenival data bank?

Thus, as long ac there are people outside the U.3 who want to restructure our
srstom, snd peopls in the U.S. like the 01d Fogey wio fall to grasp the basle,
uderlying principlss upon which our Republle is based, I'w phiicsophically opposct
to data gathering and “crunching” such as Fill Quina's work. - Aad, I'1L take the
sogpbox eny time to exercise my Constiiutlonally gusrantead right to volee my obJectiun,

The 1istings are avallkble fram Bil1 Quinn, 1225 Ridgocredt, Oxlando, FL 32500
any three players® recordse for $1.00. I'm still opposed tc the idea. Now, heve we
haiabored this toplic long snough? _

({almost. You are 100% right to criticize lled’s slatunert thal ne one has 2
right to make an objection to the Quinn Files. I don’? kuow what Red was thininag of
when he segid that...

I do think, though, thet you are making a guentum lear from dats gathering in
the postal Dip hobby to data gathering ip Nowl Cemmany. Thanx fox wclting ))
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Number nine in the Runestons Pol)l and Number cne In our hearts...

Alex’s Column

; Alex‘s Column is published by Alex Lord, Doomie of the Year, Box 178, Hannacroix,
NY 12087.

Hey, you guoers!

Today I bsd a very emotionsl experience as I was trying to perform a brain-
Stralning activity. Have you ever eoen those absurd nicknacks that have a sand design
on the botlom and peraffin poured on the top to make a candle? They're always on
display 1a malls and so on. Well, since I'm en autistic child, I thought that the
gand was loose on the bottom and wanted to get to 1t. Little did I know that it was
tuked. or fived, into a solid rock. AB 1 was trylng to pry the red wax off the top
with a Fhilips Head screwdriver, I suddenly shattered the glaas. I looked down at
ny hand and saw a big, white 8eping hole revealing my tendons and bones, lying tensath
the ekin of my poor mistreated thumb. Then gallona of bloed,

Well, cwslosity cid kill the cat. bul in thie case sctlafaction brought 1t back
bucause now I get o lie on my bod and dictate this to Bruca, (He®s already
complaining about writer's cremp!) The vesult of this bleedy mishap was seven painful
stitehes and one pissed off BRUX, because I couldn't go emimming with him, snealk up
bahind hic, and pull down his shorts,

I never thought I would enjoy having a man hold my hand so much, but the doctor
u.0 sewsd me up was gorgeous, 80 I didn't mind. When I firet went in, I was shocked
at the revenling questions they asked me 1 front of my pocor Annocent father: are
y-u married, ars you taking blrth control Pllls;, have you ever been under treatment
For VI?  “Well,” I told him, "X had my first experience with VD over a year ago, snd
1i°8 beern with me ever since!"

His eyes widened in horror and disbelief. He sadd, "Apd you just tumed sizisen
yostexday? I

“Yes," I raplled. “I‘ve boen a Doomie since the tender age of ih4te

“Oh, I ahould have known you meant Ths Volce of Doom! ‘You must be the notorious
Mex Loxd who was struck down by YD in hor childhood.” A% all the nurses and dootors
gnthered sround; I could have sworn that I heard Brucs in the background chortling
zorTlly. "Oh goody, here comes another Tunny article!™

Now that they knew who I was, they took care of me evon bafore the man who wac
tnlding a beg of ice contalning his eevered middle finger -~ the most important one,

1 hope thay saved 1t! From the angry look on his face, I thought for a minute that
he was going to give pe the finger. Gross! I folt uilty from taking all the
sympathy awvay from that poor man vho would never bs atle to display his true
foeling toward rood hogs again while dri .

Gee, IT'm glad I got the doctor's number, now he can take care of me in the
tuture, Hext time, it might not by just my hand that needs attention! ((Heh, heh!
And Alex thinks I'm writing this Just as she says it, With her nestiled snuAy
tatween the sheets and me here at the desk, she doesn’t know what is going on.
<he'll kill me for this!))

I know what I want to be when I grow up, There are so many handsome interns
‘raining around the hosplital, I think I'11 werk in a hospltal as Florence Nightengale
or better yet, a trained professional such as a full~fledged doctor. This has really
changed my 1deas about the difficujt medical field. Now L want to play in that field.
I can be the bellgixl!

Anyway, my sti¢chea come out in eight days. T never thought I'd look forward

87 sagexly to seelng s hospital again. Love,
Alex
PS5, I‘ve been getting aome really strange stuff from the case de correos {house

of dfYPA malls) lately. Thanks to Bruce and all of you whe have helped to wake my
sixteenth birthday extra special. (It must be my birthday; since wnen does Bruce help
e rather than hinder me?!) But seriously, friends, I was wery deaply touched by

your kindness and thoughtfulness. Thanlk you gll,



Z5

({Gee, it's ioco had Alex doesnft cut her hand moxo oftea! Itfs lois of fun
helping her do all the things she can’t 3o by herseif with just one hand: tle
her shoes, cut her food at dinmer, change into her pajamss, and so on, (Just kidding,
tut now she‘s yeally gonna ki1l me!) Seriously, I had a great time visiting Alex
the other day and celebrating her birthday, even if she couldan’t come swiamming with
me due to hexr injury. She watched me swim, then we went inside and zhe dictatsd her
article toc me, then we went downstairs for dinner (which, at Alex's house. usually
means a feast, and this {ime was no exception!).

As For Alex's F5 about strange stuff in the mall; 60 of you know what she‘s
reforring to (though when I was there only 24 thingles had been received). More gbout
Alex’s "Postal Birihday Party” in a later issue, but I could iell that she wes deeply
touched as she @ays. Thanks %o all our fiiends out there who participatod in makiag
Alex's birthday a very happy one,))

* ) ) \ BRUX Speaks
one ?uggeat&.ons for the Runsstone Foll
/

With the results for ths 1983 Poll just oul, now may be as approprisie a tlms
as aver to discuss what might be done to impivve the poll next year. Randolph nas
already sald that he is open to suggesilon, so I shall offer mine. I'll start,
though. by lauding Randolph for his prompineas in handlling thls year™s poll and hia
willingness to produce a much more detailed summary of the rosulis than leeder gver did.
The following criticlisme are offered in the spirii of making a good thing even betiter.

1. It is not now olear who may vote for which zines. A publisher may not vote
for his own zine, but may a subzine publisher vote for the zine which contalns hils
or hexr subsine? And may a zine publisher vote for subsines carrled within his zine®
My personzl opinion would be "yos" to both -- othezrwiee several people would be barred
from voting for a zine 1ike Coat of Arms, and the publishers of such zlnes would be
ineligitle to vote for many subzines. Additionall; we should face the questlon of
does somecne have to sub to a gine to vote for it? My oplnion is no — thore are
many pecple who read zines without subscribing., Untll last momth, I was not a subber
to Graustark -- yet I read each imsuwe from cover to covexr! Best solution may be 0
keep it the way Randolph had it this year -- just put poople “on their henor” (?) to
vote for sines on which they can make an objectlive Judgement.

2. Should a player be ahle to voie only for those G¥s wnder whom he has played?
I don’t think so. There are many ways to judge a (¥ without having played under him.
For instancs, I am quite familiar with Dick Martin's Giing from reading his zine and
talking to people who have played under him, And much can be lsarned just from
reading a GM'a houserules and observing his games. Although if wouid hurt my own
score to have non-players vote for me, I think this this restriction should be removed.

3. Randolph uses an arlﬂmet!l.o mean to flguig the averages. I would suggest a
modifled mean, wherein the top, say, % of votes 1or & given sire or GM are discounted
from both the top and bottom. Thig would reduce the fmpact of “hate™ voies and “"love"
votes, and 1t 15 a method often ussd in statisticyl) aralysea, to help prevent a few
radical responses from throwing a score totally ouvt of whack wlth most peoples’ opinions.

4, Thls year there was s resirictlon that pgople should not vote Tor a zlne
based on feuds or disagreezents with edlitorial pollciles. Poppycock. Not only ie this
unenforceabls, it's unreallstic, If a publisher has crummy editorial policles, he or
she should get a low vote. How do you distinguish a "feud" fronw legltimate rxeasons
for voting someone low? I think Retsliation is a dreadful zine due to the slander
Dick prints. Should I be banned from voting it low because I'm “feuding” with hin?

These are all guestions for discussion, and since my Gosslip Column is widely read,
I would like to open it up as a forum for discussion of thess {and othex related)
issues. Randolph will, I'm sure, be interested. Lei‘s have your commenis, please,
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Runestone Poll Results!

Following are the resulte of the 1983 Zine Peil. I1'1) begln by iistlng the top
zlnes, together with my comments...

Europa Express. Congratulations to Cary for a2 welle=deserved win! 1 agree entlrely
with this ranking. I wonder how 1t must feel to publish the best zine on asril.
Diplomacy by Meonlight. A great zlne which, alas, has folded.
Snafu'. FRonald Brown‘s beautiful zine gets what it deserves!
Just Amogg; Friends, Folded. I aiass 1t
Appalling Greed. As rellable as they come.
Slespless Knights, I dream about this one!
The Prince. Way to go, Jim Melnel!
Well, modesty forbida,,.Thanx to all 54 who voted for me!

1w Dogs of War, I don't sub to it, But I know it's super reliable.

Envoy. Roy Hearicks' multi-game zZine, Just vestarted my sub, and I'm gladl
DI_pl-:magi world, Underrated. Contains much of tha hobby's best writing.

8. Massive amounts of effori go into each issue of this zine.

Bushwacker. Fred Davia' rellable varlant zins,

wWhitestonia. Good showing for an entertaining zlne.

Xenogogic. Larxy Peory’s massive 21ne.

Peralandra, Don’t know much about 1t; 1t may have folded.

Rorth Sealth, West George. Terry Tallman’s handwrltten zine,

Cheesecake. Warshousey, but very rellable.

Cvat of Arma, Woody's zine. I don't get it. I don't want it,

Diplomacy Digest. Lowexr than deserved. Much good rxeading.

Murd'ring ¥inisters. Ron Brown"s excollent zine. This should have done a lot
better,

Anduin. Eric Kane says this will be out again soon; and 1 can'i waii!
Dara.noiac'*a Monthly, Folded, I'm pretty eure.

fone Star Diplomat. Not the zine it used to be, tut st beautiful.
Everything. The officlal zine of the Boardman Number Custodian.

Midlife Ciisla. The zine with the fractured skull. Expect 1t to do betier
naXxt year.

!mtain Macha. Don't get this one, ao can't commenti.

r!o TFixed Addrese, Becoming a favorits., Lots of grea: sick humor!

'mirb Miles of Bad Road. Vastly underrsted. This may be ithe best zine in thwe

for good. clean, n, lnoffensive fun.
umm t:no Torpedoes, Folded. It wasn®t exactly reliahle., auyway.
Tataiiation. Redically changed from two or three years sgop now loaded wlth

i B e it

pexsonal nal mttacks and charscter assassination. Surprised !1 did this well.
Jubsines nexty I'1l just llat the top ten and comment on those 1 kriow about. .

Mos Eleley Spaceport. Clearly the best subzine around. vongratulazions, John
vamldt.

Hasa Murders. I llke Osuche iree-swinging stvle. Good show, Bobd
S*mnga Doings.

Yiat Bellum,

Froe Speecl Alley.

Mthy's ¥orner. Lots of sntertainment. !lontruversy and Kaithy®s ldeas atout
Tiathics™ may have brought thir one down a noteh or two.

cxrletive Deleted.

lex's Column, OSentimental favirite finishes well. Congratulations, aAlex!

Vertigo,

Jery realiotie resuits overall. Thane to Handolph Zor a Joo well dane, Al Lo

evaryone who vetad, M 70l results are an the nexl paes.
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I'an not qualified to comment on most of the GMs listed, 30 will sava what few
remarks I have till the end., We®ll go with the top thirty; complete xesults can be
found in other zines very soon.

1. Doug Beyerlesin 11, Jack Fleming 21, HKonrad Baumeister
2. John Daly 11, Judy Winsome 22, Mike Conner

3. Bobh Osuch 13. 3Bob Sergeant 23, Dave Marshsll

4, Deve Carter 14, Steve Amawoodian 2%, BRUX Linsey

5. Andy Lischett 15. Hike Mille 25, Scott Hanson

6. Jim Meinel 16. Tom Mainardi 26, Greg Frite

7. Mark Larzelere 17. Barry Hichsy 27. Tom Swider

8. Steve Helnowski 17. John Caruso 28, Roy Henricks

9. Gary CQoughlan 19. Steve Langley 29. Brie Ozog

10. Ronald Bxown 20, Ron Browm 30, Dick Martin

CK, my comments. From my own experlence, Gary Coughlan and Ron Brovn are both
excellent e and both doserved to do better than ey did, though Gary may have
had to suffer through two or three hate votes. My own distribution of voiza was
intereating and telle ths story well enough: three 0°'s, two 5's, and all the rest
were 7 or better. As with the other two polls, Y an more than pleased with the
resul.te of this one. As for my own GMing score, I shall work harder next year so
that 1t night improve. Thanks to all who voted.

Seasons of the Heanrt

I don’t normally write reviews of music In VD. Never have before, prolalbly
never will agein. There is a good reason for this: I don't know the slightest
thing about music. I couldn*t tell a bass gultar from from & tenor piccolo. However,
I do think very highly of John Denver's latest album, now a year old, called “Seasons
of the Heart",

What ¥ really like most about this album 1s that John veturns to his old style
of music; the kind all his dle-hard fans 1llke me have come to associate with him.

His three previous albums had each departed radically in siyle; 1t assoms as though

he was sxperimenting with different <ypes of music, and with po great degree

of sucoess at any of them. The album called "John Denver", released in 1978, sees

hin golng after faster and liveller tunes; the style just doesn't go with his volce.
There are exceptions, noiably the beautiful "Garden Song". In 1980 “Autograph” was
released, containing several good songs including the title cut, btut a slushy mass of
sickening stuff ahout whales. In 1981, the worst one of the bunch came out, "Some

Days axe Dlamonds“, Sorry, John, you've mot a counfry musle ainger and thai's that.

The title cut and “Sleepin® Alone* are passable and the remake of "Boy From the Country”
is super, tut the rest is (for Johm Denver) Jjust plaln jJunk.

"Seasons of the Heart” is 1like most of his older altums: six or seven ocutstanding
songs, most of them writimn by the man hlmself. Mgst people have probably heard
“Shanghal Breezes" and “Perhaps Lows" by now, and indeed they are the gems of the
altuge But "What One Man Can Do " is a gorgecus blend of melddy and lyxics, with a
deeper message than most Denver songs. "Opposite Jables" 1a absolutely beautiful,
though marred by slckenly religioue lyrics., ‘The tq.tle cut isn't tad at all; in fact,
all of side one 18 very good. I saw Johm Denver ir concert before the album came out,
and he played "Shanghal Breezes” arnl “Perhape love® and told the storles behind them,
80 I ocouldn't wait to get the albux.

Well, like I said, I don‘t know anything about music (and don't ever try to get
me to 1isten to anything harder than The Beatles or Electrie Lilght Orxchestra),
but I do like John Denver most of all, Especially his return to hls oid style of
home-and~hearth type love songs.
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Just Whose Game is this, Any

AfL v r?

by Faul Nsuterberg

in view of recent discussions in The Yolce of Doom conrerning season separation’

rexbaps an overview oif the issue might be helpful,
I face w face (#TF, play. Fall, Winter, and Spring svasens zre alvays saparated,

rzgulred {by implicaticn) by the rulevook. Hegotlations ara »radited betwoen
Jng and Fel! seasons, and between Wintor and Spring =ea cas, Tut are not &) owed
Lr.keen Fall and Winter seasons.

In pos:al nley. o seascns ssparation ‘nvoives o delay rumning from 3 to 6 wecks
pioner thal the 5 minute spen involved In IIW. Althouxh posizi LHs conld vul plavewrs

o vhelr nonor® not te negotlate beiwaen ¥all/iinter seawsns. they by ard larme have
coosen nol to do so.  this 1s sn excellens example of *he (iswa) hobby's tendency to
b,

erolve™ from strict adherence to FiF traditions, in speuii

sense’” or "player preference” mandates such changes.
Ancther orine devarture from PV aomme of tenavior in
oy Wioter/Goring nsasons.  This le a popular mes
Jority of postal CMs {(3n Nerth Americal) inc

el cases where "common

vanl ma LoinLo thely
sorserulas. v nest ceses. players will try thelr best wo accomoda's “houselves 5o
v 2ombined - season sitiuatlion, ey may subpii "conditlouz) corders - they may tsy o
wo2ek™ s tild In behind 2 gullible piayer's back; they pay ail maZe assumptlons,

: whore oulldi/romovals are “obvlous”., o where tioy ave few ir numier anifor

. they front lines. In such cases, siazon Separs 3 teke place oaly ocrasionsily.
Tnoother siiuations, however, a playew ray fael that swiber and complerity of

o v coend his ablliiy to capally covew them via o i iona: ovders. And.

oo A % strategier may be generated by cmiovascon conbinations of

s Slice thle Is a game, and not a busiross ol (s tend o

i e loopheles, wheieby season separations can be achieved. 17 o oresor fools
e a separation shall erhance his enjoyment of tie same. w 3hall male an efforl o
coii Biusel® o such loopholss. Who wlll davs to zeiuvsar alev

Por some. the honoring of a single player's separaticon requess is obtigatory. 1rs
‘0 percsived 1o be a neutral refeive. unguelified 45 oo the siriis of player
soolazences.  The gere . after all,"belongs o the pirajer-

Uther houserules requ’re thet two or more players be Liwolvea in e Seraratlon
vz 1est. Yuch GMs ars catering to a feeling that mast pla_ers prefer conbined sesi
and tha’ separaticns impede the majority’ s =njoymeni of ‘he swifi~flowing game. Fuoh
Tiles may generats a need for extra levels of vegoliations, when ployers seeking
saparations must attempt to convince others to gn along with ihem. This roquirenept
o W anfsirly compel a player o revesl his <tand on tre Gasuve oF seproation 0

for tlng L. Hostllidty  ccwld coumndzrad vl oa resud T
A& U Justdty bouserules which wrnduly compconize a meayer & nsgovis dong, or a playests
‘hage”

Other houserules requirve the plaser sesking sepuraticn o wrevide Ygoud and
afticilant weasons” o the GM, to Justify his mequest. Tas ploye god and :lectdes
84 tne merits of this zrgument. If a1 playe. feels "screwed” by that decision, nhe 1o
left with no recourse. 'The game is ~onstruvad as * sronging to the JRT, and the piayer

henld have teen avare of this fact efure ne contm.cied t» lav In Wwis partleular

LI,
PR

Trvoase” his rogsons

3

~

i

SN srother example of GM arbitrariress occuwe: 4n cases hovremles
Tnentrally” mardate season separatious. in gemes where con™ined Winlersdprlng seasons
are the norm. The rides spell out zertain deflinitlons of cowp . altv, and YTE rALnUME
Stouations where players cannot be trusted to cope on U lr oim. ace agelu, the gause
1z determired o "belong” to the "neuteal® 08, and Play:r weeforences are relugated o
the sideld lnes,




It a1l boils down, In ihe final analysis, to the question of "whose game is 1t

iwoa game merely a variant colnciding with a GM's personal quirvks, or is it a framework
ucder which elght people unicably play together?

({1 have done some serlous thinking about VD's policy on season separations, even
before receiving thls article from Paul, and I've decided there is ornly one falr way
o go. iy houserules wlll soon be amended to provide for season separatlons if and
only if requested by at least one player. The omly exception will be for Winter, 1601,
whitch wlll still always be separatie.

Payl touches on the yxeason for this in hls article, and Hark Berch dlscussed it
in more deiall in a recent letter. The reason is that a player’s negotiating strategy
can be greatly affected by the winter ordsrs -~ even if it's only a single build
or removal that 1s due. I see no way to rebubt that logic, and in fact my new houserule
will even prowlde for a separate autumn or summer retreat season at the request of one
player. for ithe same reason

I don"t like the prospect of having the games slowed down. as surely some of them
will be under this new rule. But this is by far a lesssr evil than denylng a player
his right {o negotiate based on the resulis of non-moving seasons. I would hope that
players will use thelr Jjudgement carefully before making a request for separstion. (In
a YO game not long ago, I recelved two requests for a separate summer. Normally. I
would have honcred the reguests, but when I looked ai the J.a.at ad judlication, there
were no retreats to be made! (It was NEPTUNE, in case anyone s wondering.) Thls is
what i mezn when 1 say that I hope players will use better Jjudgemont.)

Paul also touches on a poinlt early in his article whlich was first discussed in
v #1. 5 -- the rulehbook‘s prohibltlon agalnst negotlating between Fall and Winter fand.
for that matier. before retreats). This I nave always vegarded as the biggest sinzle
alstaka in the rulebonk, as 1t violates the whole spirit of the game. All actlons cn
‘e board should be subject to the negoliations of the players, and this includes
retreats, hullds and removals. 1 genexally try to get other players In my PIF games
e agree Lo a very brlefl negotlailng perled bafore non-moving seasons, and regard this
Hay a3 far superior to the rulebook’s way. But I dlgress. ..

Thanx for some thoughti-prcovoking commente, Paul. and four free issues.))
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The Itailun Who Went to Detrolt

One day Ima go % Detroit to a blgzga hotel. 1 go down to eat soma lmeakfast.
the I wanna two pias's toast. She twranga me only onea plss. I
tella her I warma two piss. She say go to the tollet. I say you no understand. I
wanna two piss on my plate. She sa; you betiur no plss on the plate you sonha ua
I & koow the lady and she call me sonna ma bitch.

soma lunch at Drake Restaurmnt. X waltress bringa me a spoon,
ana knife, but no fock. I tslla her I wama fock. She tellsa me everybody wanna
fock. I tella her, you no understand, I wama fock on the tcXle, She may you betler
not fock on the table, you scnna ms biteh. I don‘t even know the lady and ahe call
me & sonna ma bitch. N

So I go back to my room inna hotel, and there‘s no sheet on my bed. I calla the
manager ana tella him I wanna sheet. He tells me to go to the tollet;, so I say you
no understand, I wanna sheet on the bed. He say, you betier not sheet on the bed,
you sonna ma bitch, I don'i even know the man &nd he call me somna ma bitch.

I zo to check out mrnd the man at the desk, he say peave to you., I 8ay plex
~nna Y 400, you Bonaa ma biteh,

[ & back to Italy!?!!
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I*11 closs with some riscellianecus notes.

After typing up my reply o Ron Hrowmts letter thle ish. X vecelved sr iscus
of Kathy's Korner In which she does infora her readers the. abe will not honor any
raquests for confidentislity. I Just wish she would heve 1% uz krow thile o few
nouths ago, when I wrvte her an off-ths-recond letter whleh me discussed at length
1a her zine. I umdereiand thati Mark Derch was burned two, =0 I e kY roadard o
exerclse caution when wrlting to Kethy abtout matters you don'ti want made public.

I neglected o mentlon it in ny comments foilowlng the Ruseatone Poll zesults,
bt in my personsl opinion, thare were fow: zipss (thet I can think of offhand) thet
were omitled from the top 30, and should have made it. Thuse ace Winsome-Lusescne,
Glve Me a Wempon, Fol 81 Fie, and of courss The Modern Patriot. Beiver imrk next
yoear to these guys

otorkz sad Bonds bs golng wery well, though 1t 8 a 1ot nurs werk thap T bergs besl
for. We're In about the sixth year of play now, oul of wleven. I don't thipkx i°11
stert another one when thls ends, al least right away.

And finxlly, alnce this 1z golng to be distriduted ae o sanplo at Origine, 1
wight a8 well mentlon heyxe that anyone interusted in Wegivring posiel pay of Diplosacy
would do well to oxder a copy of Supermova, the Novice Peckat, from me. (st is §2%,
anc. coples will be available at Origins. Tt'z & 3%-page roxiet dexdgned Yo hels
introduce people to postal Diplomacy. You won®t regret buyin: owe !

BR

Aruce Linsey
284 Quarry Drive
Albany, NY 12205
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