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BHUX Reflscts

The Pourth 'Year

B0UX Reflects s an annual feature which appears ia the annlversary issues of Yo
ouly. It is devotea to eharlng with wy readers some {usually disjointed) though ts
about ay pobby involvement in the Past, with emphasis on the BOSY recent yeary and
will almo digouss where I think YD is going in the foreseealile future,

I feed that my fourth Yoar as a publisher was a very successiul onej perhaps not
quite on a par with ny third year, bt very satlslying nonatheless. Mark Bereh and
Ralph Worton axpressed astonisbeent a8 my thiyg Year statlatles of over a0g total paces
and 30 pagos per lesue, This year. I once azaln topped the J-page mark per Is8uey
and with 19 lssues oyt since 'ny third spndsh, the total rage count hare wag just shy
of 800. I remain very pleaded with the high quallty of material submitted to me fox
priat.  Joan Extpoa recently told me that she considere the press here among the best
In any of the zines rhe rocolves. She commentad especially un Dave Kleiman's oulstundin-
"deophrdy" melesse in the last issue (RIN?, WINT, Dave'). Mark Paul continues 10
Seml At exoellent aartoons, while articies keep coming in from Rany of the hobtby*s
test writers, The Goesip Coluan has never been healthier -+~ and I atill find mnysel f
incfedalous at By great good fortune, YD would shrivai up and die without the UBRerous
help of you, Lt's readers, ' ’
- Ky recurd of never seanding out a game repori late has now stretched to four years.
Although I am very proud of this achlevemont, credit must be glven where 1t is most
Aue w~ to the dediested, rellable Players here who make GMing fun,

Certalnly theve have bean some negatives. Clearly the switeh +o Qitto fomat as g
Prive-saving nessure did not help the zine's Meadabiiity, and slex’s Column finaily
Wwound down after a long and successiyl Yun. There was still too puch controvaersy
for my tasty, soms of 1% due to poor editing on my part. Fut thore wewe 8 lov of
rrecions noments as wel 1y the “0Off the Recorg™ dlacussion and chuff Afflercbach s
deligh vt Tollow-up “Broken Reverd”, the "Doomie of the Year”" lssue featurlng Alex,
the oo lssue which was so nuch fun o produce, the second aseting of the Pilgrim ang
the Dipimaster, Cupeake®s artiocle on Orilgine, ste., ete,

tmst annish T listed the Hames of a bunch of nevices and predlcted that some of
- ther would s$A11 be Peying aud et joying postal Diplomacy An Pive years. Cf theoe ramed,
“robul and Hulverstadt are now publishers {both with exceptional writing skills), and
all Wt two ayw stlll very active in Wi hobby and JB, This year, we have a8 brangd
oW intiux of promising new bloods I won®t name xll the hames, but yourll find seven
vl then playing in the RIGEL zams. Nevices are the 1ifeticod of the kobby, and T hope
t continue dolng my pazt to belp thew get startad i1y 14, Around 450 copies of
Sopemo a have been distyibuted sinee 1L owas Fivst pubilehed, and At etdll sells thianks
Wt many pubdishera who continue w piug it.

5¢ Tor my own lnvolvement in the foresseahle fiture; well, as usual fael an
thoush I'm Just a bit averinvolved in toe hobby. I have foli ihig way ever since I
Flarted pablinhing: maybe 14's my desiluy or seme such, 7 ‘& playlog now in Jake's
Presidential Folitics gama and dou't expert o joln ARy olier postal gamss for ocver o
yeaxr. Nor do I expect to open any new anss in ¥D for a long time to cons {oxcaption
9es the seni-humorous discussion of “"Diplomacy vantoern somewhere inside) Imogues 7YC
1ike 10 reduce my &sielond as a M, -

o what does the zine have ln mtorw foz the ~oming year? I nonsatly don't know,
bacnuse so fap gvery new year hae bwought Adfferent and plessant surprises for the
Pably and ¥D. let's make ID%s fifth year its best ever, let's go out there ang
calelrate nur wonderful hobhy together, you ond I, as {riends. Let's contlaue o
lave Fun _
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No wonder this issue is so fat! Here they are in all their delightfully notorious
glory, organized as never before thanks to Steve Knight...
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I. IKTRODUCTION

1. RULES AND RULE PRECEDENCE. The rules to be used for games in The
Yoice of Doom, in order of priority, will be:

1) the variant rules for a given game;
2) these houserules;
3) the 1976 Rulebook.

With the exception of the decision of an ombudsman in a Player—GM dispute, the
decision of the GM shall be final in all cases. The GM is not responsible for
players” failure to read or understand the Rules or houserules. The GM will,
however, answer questions concerning the Rules, houserules, and their in-
terpretation, but will restrict himself to those subjects; in particular, the
GM will never give advice to a player concerning his game in ¥D.

Exapple: The GM will answer a questiom like, "How do I legally write
such-and—such an order?™ but will not discuss questions such as, "Where should
I move?™ or "Should I stab now?" [

2. CENDER INCLUSIVENESS. The word "his,” or any other word in these
houseryles 'which refers to a player or potential player, shall also be con-
strued to include players of the feminine gender, and any player with no
gender,.

3. YD GAMES ARE INHUMAN!. Players in games in VD need not be human.
Dogs, extraterrestrials, and computer programs are all allowed to play, pro-
vided they abide by these houserules.

4, ABBREVIATIONS. The following abbreviations will be wused throughout
these houserules, and generally in The Voice of Doom. Use of the abbrevia-
tions listed here is recommended, but not necessary. Other abbreviations are,
however, subject to the GM“s judgement regarding their ambiguity.

a. PROVINCES. Any province or body of water except those 1listed below
will be abbreviated simply by using the first three letters of its name. The
exceptions, with the abbreviations that the GM will use, are: :

Bot Gulf of Bothnia RAL North Atlantic Ocean
Lyo Gulf of Lyon Nth North Sea

Hlg Helgoland Bight Nwy Norway

Lvp Liverpool Nwg Norwegian Sea

Lvn Livonia Tyo Tyrolia

NAE North Africa

Additionally, note that "Tyr" is still the preferred abbreviationm for the Tyr-
rhenian Sea, but will be accepted as an abbreviation for Tyrolia. Abbrevia-
tions such as "Liv", "Nor", "Nor Sea", and "North" are strongly discouraged
but will be accepted if and only if the order is unambiguous.

b. OTHER ABBREVIATIONS. The following abbreviations will be used in ad-
judications, order descriptions, and for other miscellaneous things:




Voice of Doom Houserules

-
T

, army ' imp impossible

A

F fleet NSU no such unit

H holds NSO no such order

8 supports OT™ ordered to move

MS mutually supports ec  east coast

C convoys . nc north coast

U unordered 8¢ south coast

d dislodged NMR no moves received

r retreat to NBR no builds (or removals) received
OTB off the board , NRR no retreats received

ann annihilated KVR no votes received .

amb ambiguous 5ASE self-addressed stamped envelope
GM gamesmaster HRs = houserules

CcD civil disorder VOD,VD The Voice of Doom

COA change of address :

5. GM ERRORS AND PLAYER PROTESTS. A player who wishes to protest a
GMing decision or bring an adjudication error to the GM“s attention has until
the next deadline to do so. Protests must be clearly labeled as such, and the
player must state his argument at the time the protest is registered. Players
are under no obligation to report adjudication errors to the GM.

a. GM RESPONSE. The GM may respond in one of three ways:

1) 1If the player has clearly made an error and his argument is to-
tally unsupportable by the Rulebook or these houserules, the GM will
" print the player”s argument and a rebuttal, and proceed with the
game.
2) 1f the player is clearly correct and the GM has made an errvor,
the GM will inform the players of the error as soon as possible and
attempt to correct the error. : )
3) If the GM feels that he has ruled correctly but finds the
players argument at all debatable, he shall submit the argument,
along with his rebuttal, to arbitration. The protest, rebuttal, and
ombudsman”s comments will all be published in VD.

b. CORRECTING ERRORS. The GM will correct any GMing errors caught by
the next deadline by informing the players of the error and of its resolution
according to the houserules. Errors which result in an impossible situation
(such as two units in the same province) may be corrected after the deadline
if the GM decides that it is the best way to resolve the error.

6. ARBITRATION. In the event of a Player—GM dispute in which there is a
chance that the player may be right, the GM will solicit an ombudsman”s ruling
on the matter. The ombudsman”s decisgion will be final and must be adhered to
by all parties involved.

a. USE OF ARBITRATION. The decision as to whether or not &an ombudsman
will be used to arbitrate a diepute shall, in the end, rest with the GM.

b. OMBUDSMAN SELECTION. The GM will choose the ombudsman for a GM-
Player dispute, but will restrict himself to well-known and respected hobby
members, and may not make the choice dependent upon the decision. The name of
the ombudsman will be publicized in VD. The player involved in the dispute
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may specify, at the time he registers his protest, any one ombudsman that he
does not want used, or may specify that he does not want the case to go to an
ombudsman.

7. TRANSFERRING A GAME. A game will be transferred from YD to another
gine if and only if all of its players vote in favor of doing so. A proposal
for such a transfer must be made by a player, and the GM will call for a vote
by the following deadline; NVR will be taken as a "no" vote. If the vote
succeeds, the following deadline will not be played in ¥D. All votes will be
made public. The GM will assist in such a tranefer, provided he receives pay-
ment for all expenses incurred. The players” NMR fees and game fees will be
forfeited. In the event, however, of the death, disability, or dismemberment
of the GM, players are urged to ask another GM to rehouse their game; the GM
will see to it that at least one other person exists who will be able to re-
fund players” fees in such a situation. The GM will do everything in his
power to prevent this--thus, if I commit guicide, I am in violation of my
houserules. ' '

8. UNFORSEEN SITUATIONS. If a situation arises that is not covered by
these houserules, the GM will do his best to render a fair decision. Such a
decision may, but is not required to, be used as a precedent for future deci-
sions pertaining to games in VD.

_ 9. THE "GREATER GOOD" RULE. These houserules are intended as a guide-
line under which the GM will run the games in ¥D. The GM recognizes that oc-~
casions may arise in which the greater good is served by ruling in a manger
other tham that prescribed by these houerules, and he therefore reserves the.
power to override them if, in his judgement, the situation warrants such ac-
tion.

II. GAMESTARTS

1. MINIMAL PLAYER OBLIGATIONS. A player in a game in Yoice of Doom must
keep up his subscription, pay his game and NMR fees by no later than the fall
1901 deadline, avoid dropping or resigning, and abide by these houserules.

2. ALIASES., No player may play in, or sign up for, a game under amn
alias, although a player may use a nickname rather tham his given name. The
GM reserves the right to know and publish the real name of any player using a
nickname. ' .

3. PLAYER SELECTION. The GM reserves the right to refuse any potential
player a position in a game. The GM will do his best to insure a good geo-—
graphical spread of players. In general, an attempt will be made to emnsure
that no player has a significant advantage or disadvantage in negotiating with
the other players due to his location. Additicnally, amy active, potential,
or standby player may indicate any other player or players with whom he does
not wish to play. Such requests will be held in confidence, and honored
within reason.

4. PREFERENCE LISTS. Preference lists of countries, and partial prefer-
ence lists, will be sccepted prior to a gamestart. They will not be published
unless publication is requested by any player in the game or in the event that
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any player receives his fourth choice or lower; in either case, gll preference
lists for the game will be published. No preference lists, however, will be
published after the spring 1901 season has been published. A potential player
is also permitted to sign up for a game conditional upon receiving, or not re-
ceiving, a certain country, although this practice may decrease his chances of
obtaining a position in the game. ,

Example: "My first choice is Austria, my second choice is Russis, and my
last choice is Turkey!"™ is an acceptable partial preference list.

Example: "I“11 sign up only if I can play Italy," is legal, but players
who do this are warned that they run the risk of being turned down altogether.

IIT. GAME PROCEDURE

1. BSEASONS. 4 Diplomacy game-year will comsist of up to five seasons.
They are, in order: epring moves, summer retreats, fall moves, autumn re-
treats, and winter adjustments. Ordinarily, summer and fall will be combined
80 that orders for both seasons will be due at the same deadline; similarly,
autumn, winter, and spring will be. combined. .

2. DFADLINES. The GM shall determine the intervals between deadlines,
which will gemerally be four weeks, and never less than that. (Exception:
when Daylight Savings Time takes effect in the spring, the deadline may be
short of four weeks by one hour.) The deadline itself will be 8:00 p.m, by
the GM's time on & Friday. The deadline date will be announced on page 1 of
every issue of YD containing game reports. The deadline set by the GM is the
absolute deadline for orders, press, votes, and anything else pertaining to
the season in question with the sole exception of address changes. No other .
exceptions will be wade, even for orders phoned in TWO SECONDS LATE! The CM’s
clock will be used to determine the exact time of the deadline, and a player
who is in the process of giving the GM his orders when the deadline passes
will pot be permitted to finish. '

3. SEPARATION OF SEASONS. Autumn/winter 1901 will always be separate
from apring 1902, Additionally, seasons may be separdated by player request.
Whenever there are three or more retreats or adjustments or both due in con-
junction with an upcoming spring or fall turn, one request for separation of
seasons shall be sufficient to effect the separation. Two requests shall be
vrequired for separation when fewer retreats or adjustments or both are due.
(Note: '"hopeless retreat" and "hopeless removal” orders as defined by these
Houserules do not count in the determination of the number of
retreats/adjustments due.) Failure to submit orders will not be interepreted
as a separation request. Requests for separation- of seasons for a spring sea~
8on deadline will assume that autumn and vwinter are still to be combined un-
less explicitly stated otherwise.

4. DELAY OF GAME. Under certain conditions, play of a season may be de-
layed one or more deadlines, in which case the GM will set another deadline
and inform the players of the change as soon as possible. A player may atill
be replaced, such as for sub lapse, during a delayed game. Orders which were
submitted before the delayed deadline will remain valid unless superceded by
later orders. Players should note that, due to the possibility of game delays
Or separations of seasons, it may be unwise to reveal their actions for a
given season until they receive verification from the GM that the season has
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in fact been played. o _ :

- ,ae SPRING 190l. The spring 1901 season will be delayed by one deadline
if two players in the game request the delay. An NMR in spring 1901 ip mot a
request to delay the sesBOn.

b. EXTREME ERRORS. The GM may announce & delay of season in order to
correct am extreme - eITOr in the game adjudication. Such a decision is a
judgement call by the GM. _ _

Exapple: If the GM were to misreport a player’s orders (e.g., list A
Tyo-Vie" when the player actually ordered "A Tyo-Ven"), a fact which is un-
detectable to the other players, the GM may resort to delaying a geason, but
will not necessarily do thie for all cases.

c. POSTAL STRIKES. In the event of an American postal strike, all games
will be_automaticglly'delayed until further mnotice by the GM. In the event of
a postal strike in any otherx country containing a player corrently playingl in
a YD game, all games 80 affected will be so delayed.

o : If the Laotian postal service goes on strike, all games with
players residing in Laos will be delayed until the strike is over. L

d. NO CIVIL DISORDER. If, on the deadline following an NMR by a player,
the GM receives moves from neither the player himself nor the stgﬂdbj}fg:hthat
player”s country, the GM will call upon another etandby to assume control of
the country, and the game will be delayed on a desdline-by—deadliné.basis un-
til the GM receives orders for the country in question. o

5. CHANGE OF PROCEDURE. Subject to the approval of the GM, the ”playera'

in a game may propose and vote on any change of procedure for the play of the
game. Such a change in procedure must be unanimously approved by the players
of that game, and NVR will be interpreted as "ho' for such votes.

. Exapple: Permitting black press in a game which did not previously have
it is one such allowable change.

6. USE AND ABUSE OF THE GM. A player may not deceive the GM in any
manner whatsoever concerning the VD game he is in. '"Deception” shall include
impersonationiof andther player, lying to the CM, and any other misrepresenta-

tion of facts. Impersonation of the GM ie, however, permitted*rslthough the
cM himself will not assist in such a ruse. Abusive language directed toward
the GM will mot be tolerated. Additionally, a player is not permitted to raid
the GM"s mailbox or £iles for information pertaining to his VD game. Such ac—

tions may result in the player’s expulsion from the game. o
IV. SUBMITTING ORDERS

The word "orders" in this section of the houserules may be construed by
the GM to mean any information pertaining to 2 player’s YD game. o

1. NECESSITY OF ORDERS.. Orders are required from any player who has agy
units to remove, retreat, build, or move, even if he wishes to'decling_builds
or have all units hold. A player with mo orders due at a given deadline need
aot submit orders. Every player must submit his own orders unless the GM ex-
pressly permits s player s orders to be submitted by a substitute. :

5. GENERAL COMMUNICATION. The GM accepts mo responsibility for the
media used to convey any information, nor for being sccessible by any media.
In particular, players should not depend upon reaching the GM by phone, even
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(or especially) on the day of a deadline. Players may, however, phone the GM
to submit moves or find out results on a 24-hour basis—-but may be forced to
wait long-distance while the grogginess clears if they wake up the GM, (Abuse
of this 24~hour privilege may result in its revocation.) '

3. WRITTEN ORDERS. The GM might not accept postage due letters., Al}l

other forms of written communication are legal, including special delivery
letters, telegrams, hand delivery, and, of course, the Postal (Dis)Service.
. Written orders should be on a sheet of paper at least 3" by 5" in size,
They should not be on the same sheet as unrelated correspondence, nor with
orders for any other games. Written orders should include the following: the
player’s signature, the date, the game season, the Boardman Number of the game
or the name assigned to the game by the GM, and the country. Dates may be ab-
breviated by wusing the format month/day, month/day/year, or day/month/vear.
In the event of an ambiguity involving an abbreviated date with three numbers,
the month/dsy/veax format will be assumed. In dating oxders, the year may be
abbreviated by using the final two digits. _

Example: A player playing in four games sghould submit orders omn four
separate sheets of paper, one for each game,

Example: 2/19/82 will be taken to mean 2/19/1982.

Example: A game whose last deadline was June 24, 1983 has been delayed
and .the new deadline is August 19, 1983, If g player has submitted sets of
orders dated "8/7/83" and "7/8/83", the former will be assumed to be the later
set submitted. Players imn the military or in countries which use the

‘dav/month/vear format are hereby warned!

4, PHONED ORDERS. Phoned orders must be given directly from the player.
to' the GM, and not via a third party. The GM will be writing the orders down
as the player is speaking, and will ask the player to repeat what he said, if
necessary. The GM will alggys repeat the orders back to the player who phones
them in; the orders will n6t be considered valid until the GM has repeated
them. The player has no proof of what was said on the phone, and absolutely
no protests will be-dccepted that the GM heard the orders incorrectly.

- If the GM has not received orders from a player by the deadline day (for
any season),” the GM BaY attempt to call the player COLLECT for the orders.
Players not to rely on this; the GM may have time to call only some of the
players who have not submitted orders. Such a collect call may be declined

then returned to save the player money. If the call is made mistakenly,
the GM will reimburse the player for the cost of the call,

5. PRECEDENCE OF MULTIPLE ORDERS. The following rules will be used
whenever the deadline finds the GM with more than one set of orders for a
country. _ L
. SAME COMMUNICATION METHOD. If the GM receives two or more sets of
orders for a given country and a given season, the latest~dated set received
before the deadline will be used. If twp or more sets of phoned orders are
received on the same day, the latest such set received will be used. An ex-
ception would be if the later orders clearly indicate that they are a revision
of the previous set, in which case the unchanged orders from the first set
will also be used.

b. DIFFERENT METHODS, SAME DAY. If a set of written and a set of phoned
orders are identically dated, the phoned orders will be used.
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c¢. TIDENTICAL OR UNCERTAIN DATING. If two or more identically dated sets
of .postal orders are received, or if for any reason the GM is unable to deter—
mine which is the latest among two or more sets of orders, then only those
orders common to gll of the sets of orders in question will be used.
: France has A Par, A Mar, F Bre, and sends in two sets of orders:
"1/1/83: A Par-Bur, A Mar-Spa, F Bre-Mid;" and "1/1/83: A Par-Bur, A Mar-
Pie."™ A Par-Bur is the ounly order which succeeds, gince neither set indicates
it supercedes the other, and A Par-Bur is the only order common to both.

6. UNACCEPTABLE TYPES OF ORDERS. The following types of orders are -
unacceptable: perpetual orders and orders for more than one game year in ad-
vance, general orders, and joint orders. '

7. CONDITIONAL ORDERS. - A player may submit a set of orders which are
conditional upon the activities of earlier seasons which occur at the same
deadline. Players should make it PAINFULLY OBVIOUS as to which conditions ap-
ply to which orders for which uvnits. If a player”s orders do mot account for
a given situation which actually occurs, the player”s units will be considered
unordered. Likewise, if a player’s orders account for a situation more than
once with comflicting orders, all units with conflicting orders will be treat-
ed as unordered (i.e., only those orders common to the relevant conditional
gets will be used).

Example: A player may make his winter adjustments conditional upon the
sutunm retreats of another player; also possible is making the spring moves
conditiongl upon the builds of the winter turn due with the spring moves.

a. SCOPE OF CONDITIONALS. In addition to submitting orders conditional
upon what actually happened during a previous season, players may submit ord-
ers that are conditiomal:

1) upon what another player may have tried to do during a previous
season; _

2) upon whether a given player miseed a previous season”s moves;,
3) upon whether or not a particular GMing error was made on the
previous deadline; '

4) upon whether or not the seasons for the current deadline are be—
ing separated; _

5) upon who is playing a country for the current season;

6) upon a codeword submitted by another player in that game. (A
codeword must be clearly labeled as such by the player submitting
'it, and it may not be part of the press.)

7) upon the answer to & question concerning the rules of the game,
these houserules, or how the GM would adjudicate a given situation.

Orders may NOT be conditional upom another player’s vote on & proposal.
Players should take pains to include ell possible cases, including retrests
off tbe board. Additionally, a set labeled "all other cases" is emcouraged as
a wise precaution. :

Exzample: A conditional based on a situation such as "if Ruseia retreated
to Berlin" will pot take effect if Russia attempted this retreat unsuccessful~
ly. Players should thus take extreme caution to say precisely what they mean;
an order g¢an be made conditiomal upon the situation "if Ruesia attempted to
retreat to Berlin.”
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b. CONFLICTING RETREATS. If an order is conditional upon the success of
a retreat that was unsuccessfully attempted (due to a conflict with the at-
tempted retreat of snother unit), then the condition for an OTB retreat will
be used, since that is what will have actwally taken place.

c¢. CONDITIONS REFER TO LEGAL ATTEMPTS. An order conditionmal wupon what
another player attempted to do in a previous season will be followed only if
the attempt was made legally.

Example: FRANCE: "If Italy attempts to retreat to Mar, then build A
Par." This would be followed if Italy ordered “A Pie r Mar," but would not be
followed if Italy ordered "A Rom r Mar."

d. CONDITIONALS FOR MISSED ORDERS. Counditional orders for an OTB re-
treat, removal of a given unit, or a declined build will be used by the GM in
the event of an NRR, NBR, and NBR, respectively, provided that there is no
condition explicitly covering said NRR or NBR.

Example: FRANCE: "If Germany retreats F Bal OTB, build A Par; in all
other cases, build F Bre." If Germany NRR"s, resulting in the removal of F
Bal, the French A Par will be built.

Exgmple: FRANCE: "If Germany retreats F Bal OTB, build A Par; if Germany
NRR"s, build A Bre; in all other cases build F Bre." In this case, if Germany
NRR"s, A Bre will be built, as there is a specific conditiom covering the NRR.
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V. MISSED DEADLINES AND DROPPING OUT

1. MISSING A DEADLINE. A player will misa a deadline if no orders are
received - by the GM from that player for a given deadline when orders are due
from that player. A player who submits crders will not miss a deadline, even
if none of the orders are legal or valid. During combined seasons, the sub-
mission of retreat orders alone doee count as a missed deadline, as does the
submission of only builds or removals. The exception will be if a player re-
treats his last unit OTB, in which case no moves need be submitted for the
turn following the retreat. In the event of separated seasons, the submission
of just retreats or adjustments will, of course, be sufficient to avoid an
NMR. A player who has meither builds nor removals need not submit orders for
a winter season.

‘2. EFFECTS OF MISSED DEADLINES. In the event of a missed deadline, the
GM will choose and call on a standby to submit standby orders for the affected
country for the next season. (See the section on standby players.) The im-
mediate effect of a missed deadline on the game will be as follows:

a. MISSED SPRING OR FALL MOVES. All units will hold in place, with the
exception of missed moves for spring 1901,

b. MISSED SUMMER OR AUTUMN RETREATS. The units involved will retreat
OTB.

c. MISSED WINTER BUILDS. The build is not made and the player in ques-
tion plays short. . .

d. MISSED WINTER REMOVALS. The removals will be made by the GM, who
will remove units from non-supply center territories outside of the players
home country first, then units from supply centers not in the home country,
and finally units from non-supply center territories within the home country.
Within each of these three groups, the GM will remove wunits in alphabetical
order, based on the full name of the spaces affected.

Example: Russia has A Mos, F Fin, A Lvn, A Ukr, F Bexr, F Cly, and A Arm.
If the Russian player miisses his winter removals, the order of precedence for
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the removals would be: A Arm, F Cly, F Bet, F Fin, and A Lvn. (Note that A
Mos and A Ukr could never come off here; Russia still owns at least two
centers, Moscow and Berlin.) B ' '

e. MISSED SPRING 1901 MOVES. The following neutral moves will be used:

AUSTRIA: A Vie B, A Bud-Ser, F Tri-Aldb

ENGLAKD: A Lvp-Yor, F Edi-¥wg, F Lon-Nth

FRANCE: A Par~Pic, A Mar-8pa, F Bre-Mid

GERMANY: A Ber—Xie, A Mun-Ruh, F Kie-Den

ITALY: A Rom-Apu, A Ven H, F Nep-lon

RUSSIA: A Mos-Ukr, A War H, F Sev-Rum, F 8tP{sc)-Bot
TURKEY: A Con-Bul, A Smy K, F Ank-Con

3, DROPPING. If a player misses two deadlines in a row for which he
should have submitted orders, or if a player misses three deadlines within
five game years or four deadlines at any time during the game, that player has
"NMR‘ed out,” and will be dropped from playing that position and, at the GM s
discretion, from the YD sub list, with no refund of his NMR or subscription
fee. . ' '

a. TINTENT TO CONTINUE. If a player misses a deadline and has no orders
due at the next deadline, the player is nevertheless reguired to inform the
@M, before the next deadline, of his inteént to continue-—otherwise, it is
counted as a8 drop. '
' b. HOPELESS ORDERS. A “hopeless retreat" is defined as an autumn reé~
treat for & player whose supply center count is zero and whose units can nei-
ther retreat to a supply center nor conflict with the retreat of another
country’s unit. A "hopeless removal" is defined as a removal for a player
whose supply center count is zero. A player is pot required to submit hope-
leses retreats or hopeless removals in order to avoid dropping his position.

c. DROPPING VIA SUBSCRIPTIOR LAPSE. If a gasme report is to be published
in an issue which a player should not receive due to & lapse of subscription,
the GM will generally send only the page with the adjudication to the player,
and ‘will call a standby. Should the player fail to remew his subacription by
the following deadline, he will be dropped from the game. '

4. RESIGNING. A player may resign from a game by informing the GM, and
may nominate his own replacement. The GM may, at his discretion, assign the
position to the pominated replacement player. A resigning player is en-
couraged, but not required, to submit fingl orders for his country, which will
be used if no standby orders are submitted. A player who resigns will receive
his NMR fee back, but not his geme fee.

VI. REPLACEMENT PLAYERS

1., STANDBYS. The GM will maintain a list of standby players, one of
whom he will call on to submit standby orders whenever a player in a game
mieses a deadline or allows his subscription to lapse. A standby who fails to
respond to a standby call may be removed from the standby list. .
_ a. STANDBY RIGHTS. Standbys play for free and may gubmit votes, vote
proposals, separation requests, and press with their standby orders. If the
original player drops at the following deadline, the called standby will as-
sume control of the player’s country. Whatever a standby submits will be ig-
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‘nored if the original player retains comtrol of the posltlon by submitting
orderg. :
_ b. STAND BY FOR ONE COUNTRY PER GAHE A player who has plqyed or been
asked to stand by for one country in a game will never be asked to atand by
for a dxfferent country in that same game.

2, SUBSTITUTES. A player may use a substitute player if the GM specifi-
cally /gives permission in advance. The substitute may be chosen by the player
(prov1ded the GM approves of the choice) or by the GM. A plsyer who has
played in the same game or been asked to stand by for a different country in
‘the same game will not be allowed to substitute. A substitute, while playing,
has all of the powers of the player for whom he is substituting. There may be
no partial delegation of powers (e.g., "Joe will be my substituté, but he may
not attack Italy."). The original player may reassume control of the country
by giving the GM notice one deadline in advance. The substitute must then
yield his position back to the original player. If the original player fails
to return, the substitute may retain controcl of the position indefinitely.
For the purposes of game records, all changes between players and substitutes
will be treated as resignations.

3. REPLACEMENT WINS BY RETREAT. If a player leaves a game in a fall
turn, and his replacement retreats a dislodged unit into a winning (18th)
center in the autumn, the replacement will receive credit for the win.

VII. INTERPRETATION OF CRDERS

There are four separate and mutually exclusive orders which a unit may
receive during a spring or fall season: hold, move, support, or (for fleets
only) convoy. Each unit must receive a single separate and legal order; s
unit which does not, either because it receives no order, receives conflicting
multiple orders, or receives an illegal, illegible, or impossible order, shall
be considered upordered. Unordered units will held in place, and may receive
support in holding; additionally, units which are unordered will have the op-
tion of retreating if dislodged. -

1. IMPLIED ORDERS. A support or convoy order will not itself comstitute
an order for the unit to be supported or conveyed.

Example: A Mup 8 A Tyo~Boh. As a single order, this does not implicitly
state an order of A Tyo-Boh, so the move will fail. A correct way of writing
this would be either A Tyo—Boh (A Mun §) or A Tyo-Boh, A Mun S A Tyo-Boh.

2. COMBINED ORDERS. Players may specify combined orders, subject to the
interpretation of the GM.

Example: "All units hold" will be accepted as a set of hold orders for
all of a player”s umits.

Exgmple: A combined order such as "F Mid and A Gas S A Par-Bre" will be
accepted and interpreted as "F Mid 8 A Par-Bre'" and “A Gas S A Par-Bre."

3. PROVINCES WITH TWO COASTS. 1In all cases, jpcorrectly specifying the
coast of a fleet occupying a double—coasted province will invalidate the order
in which the incorrect specification occurs. Failure to specify the coast,
however, will invalidate the order only if the failure creates an ambiguity;
that is, if the unit could move to (or be built at) either coast. This also
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" holds for retreat orders; if failure to specify a coast creates an ambiguous
retreat, the order will be converted to an unordered retreat.

* Exsmple: F Mid-Sps: F Aeg 8 F Cop-Bul: Build ¥ StP, All three are unach
ceptable because either coast is possible in all cases. “F Aeg § F Con-Bul"
is smbiguous even in comjunction with the order: "F Con-Bul{sc)".

Example: F Spa-Mid; A Smy 8 F Bul-Con; F Lvn-StP. All -are acceptable
(but poorly writtem!) because each refers to a single coast; the first two
presumably refer to specific units——at specific coasts-—on the board, vhile
StP(sc) is the only legal destination that fits the last order.

Exsmpple: F Mid r Spa{nc); F Con r Bul. The former is correct. The
latter retreat is unacceptable, and will be treated as an unordered retreat
(i.e., retreated off the board), because it failed to specify a coast.

4., TUNIT SPECIFICATION. Mislabeling, or failure to label, a unit as an
army or a fleet will invalidate the order. '
: A Ess-Ion: F Mos-Ukr: Alb-Gre: F Bel & A Eng. All orders are

unacceptable; the first two mislabel the moving units, the third fails to la-
bel the moving unit, and the fourth mislabels the supported unit.

Example: F Hol-Bel, A Buh 8 Hol-Bel. The support order. is unacceptable
despite the existence of the movement order itself, as the unit being support-—
ed is unlabeled.

Exgmple: F Hlg H, F Den S Hig. The support order is unacceptable since
the unit being supported is unlabeled. _

5. MUTUAL SUPPORT. "MS" is an acceptable abbreviation, indicating that
two units are supporting each other in place. :
: "F Rom MS F Nap" is an acceptable abbreviation for the two orxd-
exrs "F Rom § F Nap" and "F Nap 8 F Rom".

6. PARENTHESIZED ORDERS. Orders may be written so that supports or con™
voys may follow the order for the unit to which they apply IN PARENTHESES
ONLY. Support and convoy orders so parenthesized will always be assumed to
refer to the unit immediately preceding the parentheses. This notation may be
used only for fleets being ordered to convoy an army, O for units being or-
dered to support another umit which is moving or holding. Units which are .
supporting another unit which is ordered to gcomnyoy or support may not be or-
dered with this notation.

Exgmple: A Wal-Bre (F Iri C, F Mid C, A Gas §). This is a valid set of
four orders, equivalent to the four separate orders: A Wal-Bre, F Iri C A
Wal-Bre, F Mid C A Wal-Bre, A Gas S A Wal-Bre.

7. @PECIFICATION OF NATIONALITY. -Supports or comvoys for a foreign unit
must correctly state the nationality of :the unit supported or convoyed.

Exomple: ENGLAND: F Wes C FRENCH A Mar-Tun, F.Naf § A Mer—Tup. FRANCE:
A Mar-Tun, F Lyo ¢ A Mar-Tun. The convoy is acceptable, because the English
order for F Wes specified the nationality of the convoyed French unit, but the
support by F Naf is not because it failed to indicate the nationality.

8. LEGALITY ASSUMED. In interpreting the orders, the GM will assume
that a player does intend to order his units legally, unless a unit is givenm
an order which is clearly illegal. In comsidering the legality of an attempt-
ed move by an army the GM shall base his decision on whether only one legal
interpretation exists INCLUDING POSSIBLE CONVOY ROUTES. The meaning of an
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Bednnot depend on what other units are ordered to do, but it ggp depend
ere other units are to begin the season.

"Exsmple: A Con-Blg. The order is. acceptable as a move to Bulgaria, un-
less a convoy route to Belgium exists, in which case it is amb1guous. This
holds true even if the same player orders "F Aeg S A Con-Bul."

. Exapple: F Den-Kor. The move is acceptable as a synonym for F Den-Nth,
as the North Sea is the only possible correct interpretationm.

Example: A Der-Liv. The move may be interpreted as to gither Livomia or
Liverpool, provided a convoy route exists to one and only of these spaces.

Exgmple: With F Nth and F Bwg: F Nwg—Nwy, I_Eg;_ﬁi;; The 1latter order
is wunacceptable, even though the former order is acceptable, If the second
order had been F Nor-Den, though, the move would be accepted, as this could be
a legal move only for F Nth.

t: F Swe 8 F Ska-Nwv, F_Ska-N gg The latter order ig not accept-
able (and therefore causes the former to fail), even though the former makes
the intention clear.

9., RETREATS ARE NOT MOVES. Retreats are not considered moves, and  they
do not occur during winter. A player must somehow indicate that a retreat is
a retreat and not a move or removal, either by using the letter "r" instead of
a hyphen, or by explicitly labeling the order as an autumn or summer order.

Example: A Hol r Bel. A successful retreat of A Hol to Belgium.

: Ezample: Winter 1906: A Hol-Bel. The intended retreat fails, as it is
neither labeled as an autumn order nor specifically indicated by am "r".

10. AMBIGUITY AND ILLEGIBILITY. Illegible orders are unacceptable; ord-
ers making use of ambiguous abbreviations may be unacceptable, subject to the
rules above, Ambiguity and illegibility are judgement calls, and as such, the
GM“s judgement in these matters is correct by definitiom.

VIII. ADJUDICATIONS

1. ADJUDICATION FORMAT. An adjudication report will be in three parts:
the adjudicated orders for the season; a supply center chart {(following fall
moves); and the game notes.

a. ADJUDICATED ORDERS. The orders for a given country will be printed
in any sequence the GM sees fit; the GM will normally print "joke" orders and
orders for non—existant units, but reserves the right not to do so. Except in
the case of a piece that is dislodged, all spring and fall adjudications will
show the final location of a unit by capitalizing all the letters in that
location’s abbreviation. The GM will underline all orders which failed, and
any unordered units which were dislodged. The GM will also indicate the
spaces to which a dislodged unit may retreat.

Example: A Vie~BUD. Report of a successful move.

Example: A VIE-Bbd. Report of an unsuccessful move.

Expmple: A Vie-Bud. Report of an unsuccessful move in which the piece
was dislodged or annihilated. (In an actual report, this would be followed by

a "d" indicating dislodgement, followed by a ligt of spaces to vhich the unit
may retreat, or an "ann" indicating annihilatiom of the unit.)

b. SUPPLY CENTER CHART. After each fall ture, the GM will primt a sup-
ply center chart, along with the number of builds or removals for each coun-
try. An asterisk (*) in the supply center chart will mean that the supply
center count (and subsequent builds or removals) may be affected by a retreat,
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and that the Game Notes should be consulted for details. Supply centers which
‘are cepitalized indicste centers gained by that country during the current
year; ‘supply centers crossed out with slashee indicste centers lost by that
country during the curremnt year. _

c. GAME NOTES. The GM will primt all notes pertaining to the play of
the game  in the Game Notes section of the adjudication. All players are ex-
pected to read the Game Notes each season.

2. RESULTS VIA PHONE. Players may call to find out the moves in their
game as soon as the deadline has passed. Thus, the GM will tell a player the
moves at 8:01 p.m., but not at 7:59 p.m., on a deadline Friday. -

3. ADJUDICATIONS ARRIVING LATE. If the zine is unusually late in arriv-
ing, it is up to the player to inform the GM so: that he can remail the
results. ' :

4. GAME YEAR ON RECORD. Once the supply center count has been deter-
mined and ‘cannot change for a given game year, that year is on the record..

Example: If a game ends with an autumn retreat yet to be made, the final
game year shall be listed by the GM as on the record if and only if the supply
center count can not be affected by the retreat.

5. UNUSED ORDERS. Orders which were not used because they arrived late,
were overridden by later orders, or were conditional upon a situation which
did not occur will not be included in the adjudication report and will not by
revealed to the other players.

IX. PRESS

Press for games in VD is strongly encouraged. The press section will
follow the game notes in the game report. Players should remember that re-
marks made in the press are unofficial and should mot be taken seriously re-
garding official game pronouncements. The GM will not act on any comments
made in the press when running the game—-that is, proposals or votes made imn
the press may be printed, but will not indicate an actual propossl or vote.

1. SUBMISSION OF PRESS. Press for a game may be writtem by any player
who is currently, or was at any time, in that game--and only such players.
(Press may also be written by the GM; see below.) The submission of press may
be conditional upon the activities of any previous or current season.

2. PRESS FORMAT. All press should be datelined from a player”s home
country, a province under the player’s control before the turn for which it is
submitted, or any dateline which properly identifies its source. B8hort press
may be submitted by phone, and "any press may be cancelled by phone, but
lengthy press should be submitted in written form. Submission of vritten
press should contain the same information required of submission of orders
(such as signature) if submitted separately from the player’s orders.

3. PUBLICATION OF PRESS. ' Press will generally be printed on the dead-
line it is received unless specifically requested otherwise. If, however, a
separation of seasons occurs due to player request, press will not be printed
until the later season unless otherwise requested. Press will be printed in
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any order the GM sees fit; however, requests in this regard by a player will
be taken into account. The GM reserves the right to clarify the source of any
press, and also to censor or edit press for excessive length, lack of quality
or lack of taste.

4. WINTER 1900 PRESS. Press is permitted for the winter 1900 season,
and may be datelined by the GM as necessary.

5. BLACK PRESS. Black press, wherein almost all restrictions on date-
lines are off, will be permitted in the April Fool’s issue each year, and only
in that issue. The April Fool’s issue will be the first game issue published
in April; and for any givenm game, such press will be permitted for the first
deadline after the beginning of April on which press is generally accepted for
that game. (In practice, this may turn out to be different issues for dif-
ferent games.) The GM will more than likely pot announce this. in advance of
that issue”s publication.

6. GM PRESS. The GM will write press if he wishes, with a dateline that
contains ‘the word BRUX. No player may use any dateline containing the word
BRUX at any time (not even in the April Fool’s issue), and the GM may not use
any other dateline. :

X. ENDING THE GAME

1. DRAW AND CONCESSION PROPOSALS. The players in a game may end the
game before a player controls 18 supply centers by voting for a draw among any
two or more of the surviving players or a concession to any active power.
Proposals for such a vote may be made by any active player. Draw proposals
need not include all surviving players, and a concession may only be to a sin-
gle power. A proposal for a “concession" to more than one power will be
treated as a proposal for a draw among the powers named. The source of a pro-
posal will remain confidential wunless the player who proposed the vote re-
quests that the GM make that fact known. - Additionally, a player may request
his non-proposal of a given draw or concession vote be made public up until
the deadline following the proposal. '

2. VOTING. All surviving players at the time a vote is proposed have
the right to vote on the proposal. The voting record of each player will
remain confidential unless a given player requests that the GM make known that
he voted for or against a given proposal. Votes will be due on the deadline
following the proposal; the vote itself, however, is considered to take place
before the deadline on which it occurs. 1In particular, if a voted proposal
succeeds on the same deadline that a player reaches 18 centers, the voted pro-
posal will take precedence over the board victory. The GM will not carry
votes over from one season to the next, and may not veto the result of a vote.

Example: A player may have his last unit asunihilated and last center oc-—
cupied in the spring and still’'vote on a proposal for the fall deadline, as
his is still an active power.

3. SUCCESS OR FAILURE OF PROPOSALS. The GM will report whether or not a
voted proposal fails or succeeds. One negative vote is sufficient to kill any
proposal, but in the event that a proposal would pass except for the negative
vote of a standby, then the proposal will pass if and only if the original
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player sends in orders (i.e., the standby’s vote is pot considered). In gen-
eral, + NVR shall be taken as a "yes" vote unless the GM states otherwise when
informing the players of the propoeal. NVR will be taken as a o" vote, how—
ever, under any of the following conditions: “ :

a. EARLY PROPOSAL. If a proposal to end the game by either draw or con-
cession is made at or before the winter 1905 deadline.

b. UNDESERVED WIN. If a concession is proposed to a power which is not
in sole possession of first place in the game, as determined by a count of
supply centers owned, or a concession is proposed to a power which does mnot
own at least 12 supply centers.

¢. EXCLUSIVE DRAW. If a draw is proposed which includes a power equal
to or smaller than a power which is not included (by supply cemter count), or

which fails to include any power owning 5 or more centers.
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" "

Notwithstanding the above, NVR will always be taken to mean '"yes" when

the player misses the deadline.

4. UNPROPOSED DRAWS. If two or morie proposals pass at the same dead-
line, the result will be a draw among all the countries named in gny of the
proposals which passed. A player may, however, anticipate and veto such an
“unproposed draw". In this event, the proposal which contains the largest
number of powers will be considered successful; if there is a tie, none of the
proposals will pass.

%. EXTENSION OF VOTING DEADLINE. In the event that s draw or concession
passes, the GM may at his discretion announce this result to the players
vithout declaring the game over, and extend the voting deadline until the next .
game deadline before declaring the game over.

6. ENFORCED DRAW. If the number of supply centers owned by each country
remains the same for three consecutive game years, the G may at his discre-
tion propose a draw among all surviving countries. The draw will then take
effect unless the supply center count changes by the winter season following
such a proposal.

XI. RULEBOOK CHANGES AND CLARIFICATIONS

1. UKNECESSARY CONVOYS, If an army is ordered to an adjacent province,
its move cannot be foiled by the dislodgement of a fleet. 1If an army is or-
dered to move to a non-adjacent province, then the move cannot be foiled by’
the dielodgement(s) of any fleet(s), unless such dislodgement (s) disrupt all
useable convoy Toutes.

Example: FRARCE: A Cly-Edi. ENGLAND: F Rwg C FRENCH A Cly-Edj. RUSSIA:
F Bar-Nwg, F Kwy 8 F Bar-Nwg. The English F Nwg is dislodged. The order A
Cly-Edi, however, succeeds because such a move would succeed of its own accord
under Rule VII.l.

2. URADJUDICATABLE SITUATIONS. In the event that two or more legal ad-
judications exist as a result of a group of orders, or that no legal adjudica-
tion exists, the units involved will all remain in place. '

3. SELF-DISLODGEMENT VIA CONVOY. Although Rule IX.J3 expressly forbids
may convoy a foreign army to dislodge a unit

active self-dislodgement, a fleet
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of the fleet”s nationality. .

- Hxample: ENGLAND: A Lon H, F Eng C GERMAN A Bel-Lon. GERMANY: A Bel-Lon,
F Nth 5 A Bel-Lon The convey succeeds and A Lon is dislodged, despite the fact
that the convoy order of English F Eng was, in part, responsible for the
dielodgement.

4, EXCHANGES BY CONVOY. Two units may exchange places if one or both is
convoyed, even if one of the moves is more strongly supported than the other.

5. NO DECLINING OF SUPPORT OR CONVOYS. A player may not explicitly
specify acceptance of, nor refusal of, a foreign unit”s support or convoy for
one of his units. Such a statement of acceptance or refusal will be ignored.

‘6. COASTAL CREEP. Rule VIII is interepreted to disallow two fleets to
exchange provinces by moving from and to different coasts of one of the pro-
vinces.

Example: F Spa(nc)-Por, F Por~Spa(sc). Both moves fail, and the units

hold in place.

7. NO INLAND FLEETS. Fleets may not be built in a province which is not
a coast for a body of water specifically named on the playing board.

8, NO FURNY STUFF IN THE WINTER. A plyer may not build units and re-
move units during the same winter season.

9. NEGOTIATION TIMES. Negotistions will be permitted at all times among
the players, despite Rules XI.l and XIII.2 preventing diploacy before re-
treats and adjustments.

10. I8 THIS FOR REAL, BRUX?. The North Atlantic Ocean is not a supply
center. : -
\ .
11. DECLINING BUILDS. Despite the first sentence of Rule XIII.2, a
player is never cbligated to build more units than he desires.

XII. AMENDING THE HOUSERULES

1. PROCEDURE. These houserules may be amended by the GM at any time
merely by his publishing the amendment. The amendment will become effective
on the deadline after it is published, and will apply to all game.

2, PROTESTING AMENDMENTS. Any current player in a YD gawme may protest
the adoption of apy houserule amendment adopted by the GM. Such protest must
be received by the GM in writing no later than fur weeks following the publi-
cation of the amendment. If the protest ie in respomse to an amendment cover-
ing a situation not previously covered in these houserules, the protesting
player must propose an alterative houserule. The GM will publish the pro-
test, including the players reasons for it, and a rebuttal. The amendment
will then take effect unless a majority of the players in VD advise the GM

that they oppoee the amendment. Each player in VD receives one vote, regard-
less of how many VD games he is playing in. The GM will provide a forum for
debate of the amendment in VD“s Gossip Column. :
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by Don Del Grande

It‘s Not Origins...Thank Goad!l

I bet all of you mlssed me last year when I didn’t come up with a ruport on
Paclficon 82 like I did for the ore in “80 and Pacific Origins. To make up for it,
here*s the 1983 version of what happened.

Like 1t usually does, it startz for me at 6130 in the morning on Saturday (September
3). Check to see if I have everything...bag packed, car keys, ussd games, and, of
course, MONEY -- all sei. Check the gas gauge -~ near empty. Oulck stop at the gas
station to f1l1l it up {unleaded, of course...3%E&* catalytic converiers), and then on
Highway 101 toward San Francisco. 7The city welcomes me by starting a sirike of
tollbooth workexs on the Golden Gete Bridge. On top of that, it’s $2 a day. Ukay, left
on Lombard, right on Van Ness, right on Tuxrk, then back to the freeway for anothex
20-30 minutes, and there it 18, in big red letters..."HAPPY BAR MITOVAH STANIEY". I
can see how welcome we are. (Ths next day. the sign wead, "WELO(ME PACIFICON" 1like
its supposed to.)

It's 7:45 now, and the doors should opem by 8. I never pgeot a pre-reglstration
form in the mall, but I picked one up In Berkeley and sent it in, so¢ I could get in
the pre-reglatered line. Only 15 minutes %0 #20...7:150c.:785%0..3100::08205:0:8: 1000
the nexi few minutes felt like an hour. No wonder ~- it was'! The doors finally openel
an hour 1atep and I got in,

It"s 10400, which is when the Faniasy Role-Playing tournament bagins. Up to the
tournament room, and...who's in charge? Some guy named Gralmr? You know, there's a
Dip player by that name...it’s the same one, of course. with some cowboy hat on.
Probetly to hlde his face, He calls my numbex, and, noticing that the persoa with tue
aumbes next to mine isa’t there, asks if we're friends, Anyway, the toummzment begins
one hour late, to allow for lete arrivals, and my team is off Lo a slow start.
Eveatually, however, we find our wey to the cript of =owe powerful sorcerxor, sc we
resurrect him and he leis us out. I ended up with one of bhils gloves and hls sword.
Together; they equal a PLUS 15 LONG SWORD. {For you non-FRFprs, this means thal there's
a 95% chance that a "basic character” can hit anything weariug any armor up o
chalrmail plus a shield, or whatewver AC % 1s in D&D.) However. we dldn’t wain.

Cver to what John Boardman calls the "huckster's rooa™ (or soneihing to that effect,
better known as the dealer's aresa. HNothing much new, slnce I°ve seen the Origins stuff
already, but I end up with NATO and Star Fleet Jattles (which isn‘t very new). HATD
is a one-mup strategic World War III in Europe type of thing ~- a smrl) Next War.

There wers batler bergainas 1o the Flea Maxket and the Auction ~~ I got Dune for §1
(you read that right -- ONE DOLLAR, and the only thing missing 1s one mmell Harkonnen
comnter), as well as $1 for an old Football Strategy. and a few other things.

I’'m not the all-nighter kind of person, s¢ I head back % ay room. I an surprised
at how much Kathy Byme pralszed the place where Origins was held in letrolt ~~- it can®i
be much better than the Dunfey San Watec. I'm sperding $45 a night, and getting my
money's worth,

For you non-regular YU xeaders {the last reporti was over twu years agoj. 1°11
descrite hoWw the tournament works. It was run hy Jim Bumpaus aad his wilfe Linda. There
are no rounds per sey instead, when you wani io play. you sign up, and if seven players
are slgned up, a game starts. Thers are a few restrictlons: you can't play lan two
gamas with the same person, and you <can®t play somesne from your ciity/twon witheut
pexmission of the other players. (If you clearly don’t know each cther, 1t°s all rigsht.)
Also, you can’t repsat countries. The tournament tegins at $:00 Saturday and ends at
2:00 Monday.

There are two ways to score a game: (a) Af somecne geis 18 ceniers; (b} if
nobody dees., (b) includes conaessions as well as draws, uhich are DIAS {Draws Include
All Survivors). In (a). islte your average supply center count, llkluding one O if you
ware aliminated. and subtract 0.1 for each of those yearsy then add 18 for a win., 2 fur
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second piace, then &, 0, 2, «4. and -6 Tor seventh {tiles divlde polnts equall ¥l
Tn (b}, the slininated pisyers do e same 2§ fa); the survivory ezch gel Wo rum 2
the “phace poinis” divided by 34 and thern auliiplied by thesy final cenier comtib
Witk ‘ne resilt added lo their place poinis. A Player's tourtauent score is the
aversers of his/her game scores, or one-half of the scose if he/she nhas only piayec
one gamne

T4's not over yet. The zeven hipghest-rated playsrs whe ave present at 900 oo
Fonday play on the top board; this game is not averaged in, but instead T li ol wiisn
gagss score 1s added directly to sach plaver”s score ah the Bepgnning of the game.
At the end of the top boerd {or at 3:30. wh:ich is when the game =must end}, the uihmer
Yo deleyminad.

Anyvway, Dave Grabur is ranked eleveuth or so, tut snesks onto the top boaxd. (il
dld well in nls £lrst gane. bub only played one before this, so it is ralved. ) He
drave Austria.. he and Russia get up to 10 or so each, xighi before he shnots un
whilie Tussiz gets muli‘ple stab wounds. By 908, lave had i3 enpply cenisre. Il
mcap thate Dave Grabor...Won ou ¢he top boasd...as sustria. Certalr paople 1k
shing and elsewbere nationwlde, can™t belleve that. He finishied fourth owe 1;
tahind some local Fi¥ers,

4s a specizl feature, Jim ran a “ilhourse" colnelding with the tournament. “ue ganw
A4t & vime was uzed for the bouwrsec. This wasn 't an oidinary bourse; there wene
agricuittural, aliltacy. and oiher facturs not normally seen in a bourse. The uUlriomacy
Zane had oniy twe sffsctsy (1) when a comatry is eliminated, its cuzrency drops o
peTC, 12 when a wane ends, the scors = the sun of the products of the nuwmber ~»f ;loces
5f cach curpency used multipiled by the mumber of centers the assoelated covntrioy mad
Uiher than thab, the game had ne effect on the bourse. {Gravar Tinished second '
ihe bource...and unlike the oiher lournauents, Diplomacy peys CASH; however, Pac it
rertificates ore good at many gove stoves In the ares after tho convenilon ends, -
there ‘s none of thils “last-second rush” to the hoo ths. }

Aowever, Dave did show hils "tue colors"...remember when I said thsi he ashes
that questisn lu the FRP iournament? He dldn®i know it was me. . .noy did he Rnow ol

r

I was even in the tournament...undll T icld bl the nexi lay. vhet enly that, hued

got the sword.,!

After Lt wes over, § soded up with aboat $140 (slightly wove than whal § staviad
with} and a pite of zames {L went thers with two plles - now T nmve closed spece)
Bud. after the exporiences L had, Im glad that Origins 85 will go 1o Balidrmore to
feliow next year in lmllas. Dave Grabar is planulng o go o Origins nect ywar. I'm
working on Maryeon, since ihat's where I heard that most HBest Coast Dippesre woutc 08,
e quastion comew 5o mdnd: Dipden 1985 As supposed to go to the westers Unlied Hia e,
but Grigins 18 in e Hest -~ shat a1 guess that can walt uotil next yeay. which
hpines up the question of hov I'm suppoted Lo wrlie enoihexr arvicre 3T ANE Is goiag
o te where T oam. ..

t{deli, T'11 jus: bave =« stay nome then® Thpaks, Don, and =ix Irse issues. g
AT o b R AT S e N VR R R PRGN I BN U AR T W YN

Qyelie ariicle (from page 1131

sald thal 1L Ass no and.”

"Nyt U doa b wnderstand. .

e plekad up a pleny of ohelh end guaikly drew a rrrcle on s Wackboard. LR
a0 what Tiee drswo.  Ineg v aven endd”

S C A guddenly 2etohlong on.

Capd oyt 3t ds Tlnde - Ihomwmely derfo g0 on Forevay, =ither'” L makbad
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Came: 1982W
Zine: The Volce of Doom
@is  Bruce Linsey

ENGLARND
FRANCE
GERMANY
ITALY
RUSSIA
TURKEY

N O\\Olg

[
i DA\
[y

N o N
NERwo o

B r oS
pwo & en SR

Cast of Playera:

AUSTRIAs Steve Arnawocdion

ENGLAKD: Mike Mageer (drew 1908)

FRANGE: FPaul Rautertorg {out 1906)

GEMMANY: John Kador

ITALY: Steve Angle (drew 1908)

RISSIA: Laryy Saleskl

TURKEY: Potsr Bliistein fdmpped ¥ °07), Rob ¥Wittmond

End Geme Statements: .

Steve Angls !ITALYE& I’d 1ike to thank everycne involved for naking my first PEA
Ppy &are & loi of fun; I think that I was lucky to have 2sae of the hobby’s beet

in my lotroductory game. 1 guess that much of ny success was due w oy beipg an
"unknown*s perhapse being & novice has its advantegns!

My firet step upor learning the names of thoae involved in ay gane was io toy @
determing whe thess pecpls weres had they been playing by mall foxr yesars, or were
they, like ma, beginnere? My only resource wne a few back lssues of VD, where I eaw
the pames Kador, Armawoodian, Rautexborg, and Maszer mentionsd ssay tlmes. OFf Elitatein
and Salesiki, I saw oo mentlon. Since I was Italy (which I bad ssked for}, ar
exporicnced player was Austria, and a novics {as far as I knew) was playing Turkey,
ry initisl plan was to ally with Ausiria sgalnal Turkey. Perhape thls alllance wou?A
last the whole game.

To this end, I began writing. One thing that I had learned fyan the Novice Paoke?
and from BHUX himeslf was that writirg wac esasntinl. Thuys I wrote. KNot on a Bruxirn
scale, bat encugh to seorve my purposes. I esiabllshed some IMZs and a friendly
rapport with Paul. With Russia, my plen wuas %o culiivaie a fear of Woody (after all,
be played in so many games...) that could evontualiy be used to my advantage. Germany
and I were friendly. and England asemed faxr removed from Italy af the time. T thoughi
that I°C made a pretty good siart. :

The firsi few turns saw lots of action (as I suppose they ofien do). England was
blitwed, and; though I felt sorxry for the poor guy; thers was 11ttle I could de et
the time. Turkey was also in trouble. Biltatein®s undsing wes hia fallure to write.
His confuslon over sy move to Tri and his trust in me dldn®¢ help either. Even
though I had made some hostile moves, he was detemmined to attack Rusala, who had
moved to Bla (violating soms tveaty, I aszsume), Tnis worked to my advantage.

Sometine in 1903 Wocdy and I delidec it was tims to turn our attentions elsawhere.
Turkey was in the final etages of collapse, and we needed ecmewlwre to g- Saleselkl
and I made a plan to attack Austria; as such, I kosw Larry®s exect moves. I relayed
then to Woody, and he weni on from there.

¥While Woady was moving norih, I had to find something to do. France and Germany
were totally involved against England, and had left their southern borders totally
undefended. I am not one to stad indiscriminately, but when such an opportunity _

((MILEY WAY contimies nex? page))




Jresants iteslf, one would te & fool o pass it up-

Things went well for & while. I blew a by by eetiing up my tuard wremg, bus
it Adnt hurt teo much. Turkey won, setilng off a bit of contyoversy. For by mri,
I thought that Pruce handled the contessop to a one~cenier power well; I do not feol
that arycne®s pesition was jeopardieed cx that the game a2 vnduly affectod.

¥hy 414 I sfab Woody? I guess I'm jus: atuomally suspiclous: hs was dexandinos
Ird bdeck, and whon I xefused, be twok it anywy. I was worried that he'd go on Zrom
thexe, Aftar the firet turn that I “stabied” hin (I actually lost ceaters whils he
bullt), he called ms up and leughed at ma, offering io0 continus our alliance. then I
contimed to attack next turn, I tegan to g6t resultae,

I ves bappy ic s9s the game ernd when it did. I don’t kmow 1f 1 could have 01 on
to win or not; 1T the Haseesn-Hoody-Kadoxr nlliznce had ever come to pass, I doubt
hat 1°d have been atle to do At. I was happy with the draw -~ I think Kike deserved
it afior coming beck frue neax death.

Thls game was an example of Bruce realicing that hic houserules were stpdd and
igroxing them for the players® sshe. I refer, of course, to the comeession to Turkey.
Everyone wentsd the gase to contimue, in clsar violation of BRUXs HRa, and wo did. Is
it possitile thet Brice otill has a feel for the play of the gome? PFerhaps theve’s
hope...1t7s & shaze to vee & =ine of VD's exceptional quality beccms more and moze
mechanizod. I belluve vhat it 18 noteasary to have a GM that kespas the playews in
2ind, pot merely eoneons who follows zules no matter what the CONSLJUBNIBS

Paul Reuterbsrs (FRANCE): This was one of those gemes whore just nothing seemed 1o

8 rifht. Frox the start, I advocated a Franco-German-Russisn alllance against England.
Not only did Russia refuse to coopsrate 1n such a vonture, bui he actively atiacked

Ry ally, Gexmany, in an early war in the Baltlc. Germmany and I were altle to make some
sarly galns sgeinst England, desplte the lack of Russian help. Germany wes in the Nth
by Fall 1901, and I was in the Chaune}l, Irish Sea, and Wales by Fall 1902.

Ironiexily, 1t was a "selfless gewsture" on oy part which wes instruments]l ic ay
downfell. Austria and Italy formed a strong alliance, and hit Germany hard in 1902.
Sinee I had the upper hand against Englend in the noxth, I gave one of my centers
(Belgium) to Gezmpany in Fall 1902, feeling that he nseded a build much more desperately
then I did, Bacause I gave away my 1902 tuild, I left mysell wide open in the south.
Sure enough. Itely moved to Pledmoat in Fall 1902, and T had no units adjacent i
Marsellles with which tc defend myself! Ah, the coats of telng a gedd ally...

1903 vas a very disappointing year. Germany had bean glven Belgium the year bufore,
on the condition thet he would continue o help me agalnat England. HNow, having
scrowsd myself bluc by not having taken my rightful 1902 Wwuild, I was faced with a German
who had nc more enthusiasm for the English war. Clting the need to "mst up stalematn
lines,;" Geraany pullied out of the Enxglich conflict, leaving me ne choles tui to move
southward, and to sue for peace with Mazzer., This left me “inviting” England to
encircle me, in order to kesp the Italians out -- a dangerous turn of events at tes!,
In the msantime, 4/7 gutted an unsuspecting Russila,

At thls point, the game was conceded to Turkey, I voted yes, and you g1l know {lat
touched off ihe famous BRUX/Woody feud with which w2 ave 21l sc horribiy bored by Lo

When the game remmed, Tussia refused Anglo-Gernan offers of help, ciwosing to fight
them while A/I mavched into Moscow unopposed. Italy continued to overzun me in 1994,
and Austria jolned In the fun via the Munich-Burguniy-Gascony route. My last faint
hopes of xecovery were dashed in Fall 1904 when Gernany falled to ccordirste his
movas with mine.

34111, I was alive, and was useful to England a8 a wuffer against the still r=zpidly
expanding A/I alliance. I knew that I'd be around as a puppst as long as A/T stuck
together. Since that alllance seomed strong and prosperous, ry chancea for survival
locked pretty promlsing. So what happened next? Italy atabbed Austria, and allied
with England -~ who stabbed me! Thls was a legical move on Engiand’s part. sloce Tialy
offered him my ceniers on a silver platier. The move was less loglcel on the patt of
Itely. In order t¢ buy England®s cooperstion, hs had to pull out of his Jowinanti




position in France.

In view of the two~way draw which was the fins) zTesult of all thls wrangling, I am
left with the questions how was a two-way draw with Englend preferable to a two-way
draw with Austria? Was 1t worth ending a profitabtle alliance between I/A, Just to
gel a mlddling alliance with I/8? I am convinced that Italy might have won this gane,
had he stuck with Austria. He had Russia as a puppat, giving him a sllight edge
against B/F/G; he should have used 1t to ths fullest.

My congratulations ‘o Mike Mazzer, who came out looking 1lke the best player in
this particular geme. He held out until he could get back into the offensive mode, and
he pried Italy loose from Austria. He dessxrved z share of the viciory.

John Kador (GERMANY): It's possible that in my ten Yyears of playing Diplomacy, I've
screved up more often and completely than I screwed up in MIIKY WAY, How did I screw
up? Let me count the ways,

Ferhaps the first misteke was to take the North Sea in Fall, 1901, This ean look
lmpressive, Tt in actuality it is mostly useless against any kind of intelligence in
the Fnglish player. Agminsti Mike Mills ({he means Mazzer)), it was a mers distraction
and sn invitailon for the other powers to Jump on me.

I also called it wrong in the south. I didn't coe the Italian~Austrian glliance
until 1t was tvo late. By the time Francs, England, and Germany came to be allles,
it was too late. '

But the biggesi mistake I made was consenting to allow the game to contimue after
the concession to Turkey. I remember Bruce calling me to explain the situation. I've
mever heard him sound so embarrassed. I got the irprassion that he wanted the game to
continue. I know that Steve Angle did. But I regrat sellowing the game to continue.
Tt didn’t seem to have much interest for me afterwards, and it wasn't falr to anyone.
The gams should have besn conecluded as a testament to Bruce's housarules.

Mike Maszer (ENGLAND): Ok, ok. Sheesh, what a kvetch {as they say in the Irish}, here‘s
BR end-of-game statement. '

First, my congratulations %o Pete Blitsteln on his brilliant victory in "MILKY
WAY ~- Phase I". Of course, his victory was somewhat tainted. Woody was playing
Austrla. Anytime someons wins a game in which Woody was an opponent, it should be
entered into the record book with gn asterisk,

As for "MILKY WAY -~ Phass II", Italy mrobably had a good chance for a win. My
strategy was to hold on for as long as possitle to build up my strength, and stab at
the last possible moment before Italy grabbed his 18th. It wasn't a good praospect
because I started off behind thanks to a French/German invasion, Nevertheless, I feel
lucky that I was able to dance on the grave of Rauterberg and have Kador as a semi-~
puppet at the end.

Itely took advantage of all his opportunities and played a solid game. My
congratulatlons to Steve for his well-earned finish. Woody played his usual unusual
style. As a tacticlan, he's always good for comic rellef.

And thanks again to BRUX for his always exciting GMing,

BRUX Linsey (GM): Well, noi a whole lot I can edd to the above. Congratulations again
to Mike and Steve for sharing the draw. I thought for a long time that Italy was
going to win, but I think he would have lmproved his chances by holding off on etabbing
Austria at least until he got some fleets into the Mid. His sarly stab of France was
a thing of beauty, though. :

I'm sure Steve will realize that he has utterly ruined 2y reputation by implying
that I actually have some feel for the play of the game and/or compassion for the
players. In fact, yestarting the game did not directly violate any VD houserule, so
there! Make me out to e some kind of human, for chissakes, Steve.

The other players? Russia struck me as gullihle, the original Turkey atruck me as
the world's worst diplomat, France and Germany were good players who just made the wrong
cholces in this game. And Woody was the most otuoxious playsr I've ever (Med for.




NEPTUNE 1982%

TE WESTERN ALLYANCE CRUMBLES!

Autunn 1908
FRANCEs T Den x BAL
TURKEYs A Ser r OTB
Winter 1908
ENGLAND: Build F LVP, F EDI
FRANCE: Remove A Tri
ITALY:; even
RUSSIA: Build A SEV
TURKEY: even
Spring 1909 .
ENGLAND (Duarte): F Lvp-IRI, F EDi-Nug (F NWY S), F Lon~ENG (F NTM 8), F POR-Mid,
F DEN-Kle, F SWE-Bot o
FRANCE (Conlon}s F BAITot, F NWG H, F MID-Eng, A Gas-SFA, A Bur-GAS,
A _BEL S HUSSIAN A Ruh-Rol %NSOEE)
ITALY (Jedryg: F Hee~-LYC, F Aog-ION, A Tyo~PIE, F Adr-VEN
RUSSIA (Kane)s - F ANK~Con fF BLA S, A BUL 8), A Sev-ARM, F STP(nc)-Nwy, A Si1-BOH,
F Kle-HOL (A RUH 8), A BER-Kle, A Vie~TYO (4 MUN SJ, A Bud-TRI (A SER 8)
TURKEY (Schmunk): F SMY S F Con, F GCON § F Smy, A GRE-Bul

Game Notes: The E/I/T draw did not pass. Now proposed are an E/R draw and a concession
to Russia. DPleass vote by next deadline.

Press;

ST. PETERSBURG: The saga continues...

"Statue report, Mzr. Coughlan?”®

"Hell, suh, 1t dome look 1like yore ldesh has worked. Bulgaria was Wown to
salthereens ~- Hot diggity!™

"Kindly refrain from extraneous comments, Mx. Coughlan. If you can't to tha...
Walt! T feel the presence of another -~ whoever it is, he iz not unfamiliar with the
force, Duarte?"

"Father?!®

»1t _1_?_ my son! Hear me, Markp foel the power of the..."

“"Aww cut the crap dad, can I borrow St. Petes for a while?"

"No, you slime sucking son of a pig, have you no respect for your father?™

"1 can't take this sbit any more, I'm cutting out, dad -- Shalom."

"And stop sayilng that! Oh never mind, good riddance, HNow, I must report to
the Eapress...™
later...

"Yes, my master, what 13 it you want of pe?"

"Are you still playlng that aillj game?"

"Yos, ny master."™

"Well gag me with a spoon! Can'‘t yom just win it already?"

"Yes, my master, I am trying.”

“Well, hurry up! I want you to bring me tho corpse of Obi-wan-Conlon within
two more quantums.” (That's years to us sisple-minded humans. )

"A8 you wish, my master.”

And 80 it goes. The question 1s, will I be abtle still to use St. Petes as a

dateline next time? ({NEPTUNE continues next page))



-
NEPTUNE (continued) /...q

(25 FEBRUARY 1983; SMYRNA}: Moonlight £iliered through dust~laden windows, revasling
a large roon of leather-bound bocks. Gold~flecked bindings shot small rays of ruflectad
light around the chamber, rendaring visitle an oocasional zuthor or title, Machlavelll,
Qausewiiz, the Quran; zll volumes of =ome import,

A large door creaked open and a bulky Figurs 8lipped intc the libtrary. Occaslonally
it passed through a ratch of moonlight, revealing glimpses of g Padded nightrobe
patterned with scinitars enbroidercd in gold on a white background. It was the Sultan.

SlowWly he circled the Toom; pearing at every shelf. Occazlonsl words pmssed his
1ips as he searched for an elusive text, "It must be here, Why, I remezber seeing
1t just a year ago. Perhaps 1t's just a few shelves to the lefi, Over here, naybe,"

A soft tapping at the door interrupted the Sultan Just 88 he was vending down to
lock at a shelf near the floor, A3 he stralghtened up, he called out, "Yas?"

A 8oft volce answersd, "My Sultan, may I speak with you?" It was his ailitary aids.
The Sulian bade hiam enter, and the eunkch stepped in, bearing a lamp in his left hand
and a sheaf of papers in the right.

"I have more newe from Greeca, ny lord. GCensral Hassan reports that the evacuation
of Serdbia is complete and all suxvivors have been integrmted inte his army."

“Ch, come now,” saeid the Sultan, "this means rractically naught. There were hardiy
any survivors in the first place, and Hassan knows that the odds are great that his
force 1s likely to soon follow. Doss he not report anything elae?"

The sunuch replled, “He speaks only the usual iriviaglities of how his men suffer,
and Inguires if ald from the Ttalian 18 possihle,™

The Sultan exploded in angers “That pompous asa! He cares not a whit for the
Common soldier, btut only of the lLuxurles that he and his etaff Ray purloin from any
convenlent source. I°d reliwve that sonr of a dog of hils command, btut travel has besn
cut off to Gresce.'’ Furdousiy he stomped over to a window and pesred out. "There
18 nothing we can do for the axny 1n Greece. If I could withdraw them to safety, I
wold, and leava Hassan behind to frce those rapista in chains.”

“Damn, there is nothing that can be done!" he cried out. "Everybody knows 1t now.
What hasn’t been lost will soon fall. Oh, Allah, what d3d we do to deserve such
treatment at the hands of unbelievereg?”

The alde was reluctant to utter his nexi woxds. “Haster...”

"What?" the Sultan yelled as he Spun around to stare at the discomfiited eunuch,

"The, uh, planning staff had, um, much to say in, uh, this report. They
Just flnished 1it, um, earliier, um, this evenlng.” Shakily, he held the docunent
forvward.

The Sultan grabbved 1t from his guavery hand and immediately turned to the flnal
page. "It is with most profound sorrmy that this staff recommends that the Sultan
sue the Russian Fmpire for peace. The sltuntlon has become so wntenalle that our last
bastions will soon be overwhelimed and the Turkish people amalgamated into that
hegemony unless the war is halied imrediately.”

. “Ah, those foole, 1t took then until now to reallze that. It uas otvlous when
¥We lost Bulgaris that we cnly had to count the daye wntil Allah finally turned his
back to us,” said the Sultan.

"Get out and eave me tc think." The eunich made to ovey tut was haltecd, "Stap,
Give me that lamp. Now leave.” With s Kklck, the Sultan sent the eunuch from ths rvor
and returned to the mission which had originally brought hia to the dibrary. He bont
down again, and with the aid of the lamp, soon found the object of his quest, a
short but thick volume bound in soft leather with delicate writing on the cover, A Hew
honouncg Dictig&a:_x of the Ruselan and Arabic languages.

The Sultan began to leaf through the pages, occaslonally stopping when ke found &
significant word or phrase. Hs tried speaking the words azloud: "Sdavate s s Mir. o,
Hileserdnya...Drocg.” Sut halted when a feeling of nausea began o overcome him.

{{NEPTUWE continues noxs Dage )




NEPTUNE (continued) _go

Cluiching the volume, he exdted the library, kpowing that he would not like what was
soon o follow, but ihat It was necessary to preserve what few lives were left.

ITALY: The Ytalian Monarchy 1z outraged ai the recent tlundera of the Paris regime.
he Fremch Monarchy's mistakes have resulted in serious pretlems in the alllance of
the four great powers against Russla. Diplomatic resunrces are being applled fully
towarde England to resprimand France...

PARLS to LONDON: You have played your last pack of lies, maggot mouth. And olwiously,
you have not leamed a single thing about mul ti-player negotlatlons and relstlons.

¥ow shall you learn.

ROSCOW Lo WORLD: Who proposed that idiotic draw?

ITALY to RUSSIA: CONGRATULATIONS you scoundrel! Thanks to France, you won the game.
Too bad! You are a good player and it has been a pleasure dolng mttle with you,

also, If the government in Paris didn‘*t blunder so badly it would have bean an
Interesting wer against yeu. C'est la vie, C'est L°amour, Le Francais mort en cette
fuerre,

PARIS to ROME: Sorxry, Ed, tut I cannot tolerate any longer the fcol in London, The
time of his comeuppance has besn long overdue. I wish it didn®t have to end like thls.
1TALY to FRANCE: Parlez-vous Russe??? Morci beaucoup mon ami., Ever since T took
over the Itallan positlon I gave you 100% whlle the Turks suffered. Your re=
anforcements were to ald Sul tan Schmunk later, and instead of sanding my tadly-peeded
Fleets to him sooner I wasted them on you. Now, I have the Sultan ou his way to Homse
to gscape Russian war crimes, and I ap packing my bags too! At least King Duarte has
an leland to hilde on...the Sultan and e Pope bave already purchased unbrellas to
cope with the London fog. Have you got anything to cope with the mevere weather
conditions at the iceberg prison camps in Siberias?

LEY to HOME ARD CON:  You guys always seem to be one unit short; bstier luck next time,
suckars,

FARLS to RIGEL PARIS: Can you hear the seals in e ‘bay from where you live?

PRION 19821
58 WE ALL GOTTA CATYSl OUR BREATH AFTER THAT LAST SEASON!

Autumn 1909

CERMANY: A Pru r SIL

Winter 1909

UNCLAND {Anaoff):  even

FRANCE (Bennett: even

GERMANY {(Wlltmond):  even

178LY (Howarton)r Aemove A Tun

HUSSIA {Boyerlaein): Remove A #in, F StP(nc)
TURKEY {Leritie): Build A OON. A ANK, F 3MY

Came Hotes: The seasons were separatel in thds game by player request. Spring 1910
only will be played at the next deadlliue. Rob Wittmoud has returned to the game (how
about sending me your phone number, Rob, in case I nesd %o try calllng you again?).
Tranks to Dan Corbam for s 3t,a.ndb_,r orders which ftumed ont not to e needed.
X6 for Brent Bennett, 9912-89 Ave, Apt. A, Ednonton. Alberta, CANADA TEE 255.
Undar Houseruie Amennediends...ahem. Under Houserele dmendment #30, press 1in
'“a‘l v hald over durdng a player-requestad wssparation.  However, fur this aaniversyry
s L oan printing press snyway wnlees 7 oocasider 1 oveveadIng.  Hepe yTall don’t

Vg '?i",x B

Cunthe wan?iruss nesl pasal)l



ORICN { continued) -

GEHMANY ¢ Sorry about the NMR. I was sure I had sent those orders in. WKho knows,
raybe I 2ld and they goi lost in the Twilight Zoue or something.

KAIBER to PROFEUSOR LERITTE: It wse a real good thing you did that, Professor, a real
gowd thing. Stalemate can be 80 boring.

PEGASUS
EEYD C™MON! T THOUGHT YOU GUYS WANTED TO PLAY THIS GAME!

Autunn 1903

FRANCE: & Mid 1 SPAfsc)

Wintay 1908

AUSTRIA (Husk): Remove A Nap

ENGLAND {Halverstadt): Hemove A NAL

FUANCE (Chatfield)s Build A PAR

GERMANY (MacFarlane)s even

RUSSTA sne.tanergs Build F SEV. P STP(nc), 4 WAR
TUHREY [ Punches): even

Came Notess The seasons In this game are soparated by player request {yawn}. I am
making an exceptlon to Houserule imendment #30, under which press would normally be
beld over till nexi season, and priuting the non-rewealing press now, Spring 190§
only will be played at the next dead)ine.

Prass:

ANEARA:  The Sultan, rfier sunning hinmself all day, downed a great Auel of weer aud
sxuptated loudly, declaring "that gas should asphyxlate those Czarist pigs now residing
in Constantinople!"

R AR R K B AR NI RO 7253 R K R U S A A SN N by MU R N T SRR
GCUAS AR TOR2AR
FRANCE SLIEPS ACAIN WHILE T%E QUEEN THIES TO GUF HER OWN SUPPOLTS

ayimmn 1507

RsSIas P lwven » (I8

Wintar 1007

LUETRIAY  evern

UGLANT: wven

FRABCE . NBR! %iili tlay 2 ahort.

GEMALY « aven

ITAL Yy Bulld FOKOM

HULI AT oven

“UP'{EH. Meild A AR

Tering 1S

ALLVUTTIA (0Tl ) 8 Vie-dY0 A THE 3Y, 4 Bud- \’IZ , A& Ser-pL

SAGIGIEL {(Claspeyle A LaneMUB L STP ST & " Ral, F BAL O GURUAN A Ber-Pru,
FoUNM-lgl o 8 BAT 2 A SEP. __1{; Ime (UONTE C), ¢ WG H

TIGIAS AL oondvnes noxt page )

[T
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QlalsR {contdnued) 3 L

FRANGE {Buxd?)s NMR! R OTUN U, P IYR U, £ LYO U, A KIE U, A MUN U, A 5IL U

CEMANY {Howerton): A Ber-PRU

ITALY {Kettman}, F Rom=1iUS, A V&N K. A WAP i

RUSSIA {Lansingis 4 Mos H (zam), A wéR H, A UKR H

TURKEY (Swseneyl: & ink-GON, F Conflé, A Rum-SEYV, F_GBE S § Bas-Ton (NSG), F HAS U,
¥ Ioa~ADR '

Game Noles: The English support coming from P Sal 33 nol cut x8 the attack was made
by an Eoglish upit. The Turkdsh order for P Gre faila: impiled nrders of this nature
arz Aot acceptable in VI. Each unit must receive a separate coder.
will Fat Pakel, 633 Peden St., Endicott, NY 13760 please stand by for France?
O Tor Miks Ketiman, effective 10/29, to 445 Elm Si. 31, Deerfleld, IL 60015,
Prussy

CON to WORLO: TDoes anyohe else wriis press? See RIGHL Tor the effects of an lnhumane
Press wace and the sealstic effscts ii has on BRUX! (JUPLTERY)
CON o BUD:  Grave trust As belng plameed on the Ausirians for continued alliance
amalnst the F/D thresai, With the concentration of Austrian iroops on the Turklsh
provincial bopders, whe Lhisat of war fror yei another edemy matsrializes {or sc we
hope not! ).
GOF %o MGG+ Write! Write! Hrlte! Or concede your positlon to a standby who®ll at
least txy @ communicate and save his {and yes! mnine! ass!
QUK o ROMx  Go west Lw WARSEILLES!  gut touen not my ally's {(or se I still hope) bead:
WONDCH s The Dirvty wid Man of the Twrks stands accused:

The Loversign of Fngland ln print be's sbused,

“lomeone will., wa hopa,

Wach ble mouth owl with soap, ™

Seitords renarks, "For we 2w not anused.”
Wi oo QoM. Tharks - 17ve been walilng slace 1901 for o chanve to use that lias.,

2O BT T RRG RSO TR L RS SRLE T TS TE AR e e

58 1 e R T TR R D R e SN

RICEL 198K
EDCEIERTCY WINIERY

Autupn 19373

DTV R Ionop TYY A Hom ¢ UG

Wiirtay ()

AUGTRIA Ydaightys Bulid a VIE

ERGLAND {Oweenay s FuRF' (M remove. F MG
FRANCE (Viaae):  Buila F Malt

SEMARY (Helntcman): evsn

ALY TRitis)s  Repove ¥ oalb

CIA TRledmant. kuVld s WAR, & U

nit Tielilyde even

tetesy The wnedish ¥ Ml was remcved u accurdande with the VD houserulee, as
Dlld ot mmtt o removal ovders,  the Ssesons W his pass dere sepained Ly
reyuest, ul oronsreveallng press g sUiL priswwd for the anniash desplie Bi
Proaaze, don't sue ae. .

proposal that HOUY sever be allowed to mentlon SFUTER agaln  Pilsease

A aed o nsRt daadli tne. PPN . _ -
’ A TR, CnpuINTEe s M dt o
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RIGEL (continued) 33

Press:
THE POET FROM PARIS:

The Austrian attacks the Russlan RN 18
Who in turn attecks the Turk; - P

Ho has no fears about the Prussign . R N
Who advances, hand on dirk. - T

‘The Briton, troubled .by the Fms.

Seeks assurance from the Kraut.

But Heintaman knows that he's the cog e
Who'll help the Frenchman btrain the lout. S

The Frenchman used to war and Dbattle

Would sooner kill a Brit than nots T
It acarvely has begun o prattle ' L
When he lmpedss the English tot. '

The Kalser's seething irritation
Stops the consul’s sharp rebuke;
Thus hegins the conflagration
And the downfall of the 'Duke.

The Italiana, desperate in their plight,
Seck allles at shatever cost;

But soon the French will join the fight
And then it’s clear that all is lost.

The Russian Czar waits on the pavement
For his enormous limousine,

And ponders Turkish child-enslavemsnt
And other projects stdll more mean.

The Sultan in his royal palace
With scom perceives the Russian bear;
He knows the Archduke shares his malice,
Ils se battent dans une quere.

THE BIACK FOREST ((via CERMANY)): Outside the anclent fortreas, a chill high wind
swept through the palatial forest. Silver flamed olouds careened madly about in the
moonlit sky. Standing aloof and alons on a castle Dalcony, his cloak wrapped tightly
about him, the German Kaiser peexed: Ampassively into tha daritened distance. Somewhat
aged in years, yst ageless in appearance, the Kalser's expression changed as he stared
with sharp interest at the figure furtively approaching on the pathvays through the
royal gardan, With satisfaotion he ‘recognired the puricusly arabbed posture of the
aystic dwarf, Rasputmann, and qu:l.ckly he reentered pis inner chambers to amait the
axrival of the imperial seer... t

" Within a amall alcove the subtle fragrance of unsocented candles mingled with the
heavy aroma of burning inoense. '1‘]11 tiny, misshapen sorceror crouched low over the
chain laid flat upon the fNoor. The Kalser squatted awinerdly too, his wan visage
turned toward the eorceror, his expression strained and intent. Rasputmann slowly
withdrew from his pocket a ainlature pendulum, nunpnd a few ilnoomprehensihle phrases
and suddenly pitched the pendulum into the air over. the chart. Swirling end over ead,
the pendulum atruptly righted itself over the chart, Affixed to nothing, the pendulum
hung in midair for an instant and then began to rock eerily back and forth, to and fro,
The attention of toth men became riveted to the tableau before then, Upén the chart
was imprinted a map of Europe and hovering above it, the pandulum slowly circled over

the nations portrayed thereon...
((RIGEL continues next page))




RIGEL (continued) 34—

Hours had pasased and the Kalser had lost track of time, Muscle cramps wracked
his body, btut he had not dared to atir even once. Dead silencea reigned while the
drawvrf’'s naglcel pendulum continued to circle slowly over the board. The Kalsexr's
thoughts flltted to those mations symbolically represented in this midnight ritual:
Italy -~ a poor land, as misbegotten politically as was the wizard dunrf physically.
The current Premler wes Italy’'s third attempt at stalile govermment. Premier Ellisi
was by fax the most astute and responsible of all the previcus Italisn power brokers.
Unfortunately, the southem situation was in near chaos and Itailan survival was in
dire jeopardy ln spite of the excellence of 1ie new lsadership. The Kaiser watched
the pendulunm slowly pass over the Turkish positlons. The Sultan was an enigma;
powerful and strong, rapidly expanding lntc the Mediterranean, his goals and aims yet
remained a mystery. The Kalser thought of Frances stable and responsible leadership
had succeeded in welding together the French and Iberdaen peoples into a wmited effort
which had thwaried the meniacal English planned policy of gemocide. Sadly, the Kaiser
thought of the Brite. Fanatlcal Francophobes with a government dominated by technocrats
and behavioral sclentlsts; the British had attempted strange and perverse foms of
paychopolitical englneering. The madness bhad tackfired snd soon the English would
taste tho bittar frult of thelr own harvest.

s0oA tlack davkness peemed to pervade the room. The Kalser's senses registered
shadows within shadows and his mind’s~eye detected myriad shades of grey. He glanced
guickly at Rasputoann and the wizard gnoms's reptilian gusze stared unblinkingly back.
It felt bhard to breathe and panic and anxlety began to sgulym within the Kalser®s mind.
The pandulum had slowed considerably...slowly, 8lowly...back and for¥h, t0...amd..»
fro, Russla...Austrla...Ruasia...Austria.,. The Kalsex's thoughts zerved in: The
Tsar -~ heavily smbattled 1n the Klack Sea ares, reclplent of German generosity in
the North, now a power equal to the Second Reich...but debts ought to be pald. The
other Kalieer, the second cone, the lover of lmporied pastrles, an excellent ally against
the Italian governments; siruggling against the Tsar in alliance with the Inscrutahle
Twk, WAIT! WAIT! Is the pendulum slowlng even more? Is it coming to a stop? A
bone-chilling coldnese =sema to freeze the very marrow in his bones; a dank, wet,
sodden smell of bittexr sulfur plerces his nostrils. The mystical pendulum seems to be
ceaalng movement, his eyesight Murs, clears, bWlurs egain... Softly the wizard dwarf
anlckers, ..

DATELINE. .. TUSCANY!" (WOP -~ TEMFORARY HEADQUARTERS FOR THE ITALIAN HIGH COMMAND): The
response from sach of the other heads of state was pretty much as had been expected.

The Germans and Austrians would contlnue for at least one more season agalnst us. The

Russians were looking for whatever help thsy could find, and France would be more

than happy to help out as soon as England was out of the way. The Turks were the most
pugzling, They were willing to help now, and professed no desire to enter the Ionlan.

And 30, the plan was set: the army in Rome would attack the Austrian position in
Apulis with support from the Jonlan fleet. Albanian forces would attack Trieste to
draw off the Austrian fleet in the Adriatic. At worat the Austrimns could be held off,
or lose Trleste. '

Spirits were high as the offensive started. Itallan forces inflicted heavg
catualties on the Austrian occupation forces. The fferman support of the Austrians
forced the army to pull back, ut the real crushing tlow was dealt by the Turks: the
Tonian fleet support never arrived to pull off the southern attack. At first we
thought it had been the Austrian fleot, tut the word from Albania was that
they had engaged the fleet in Trieste. The Turks had forced the Ionlan, and ww
Itsllan fleet was 1n retreat. The Albania forces, now completely surrounded, were
given the only sensitle orders: disband, every man for himself.

‘The ammy retreated to the Tuscany Valley to regroup, vowing to retake Rome. The
fleet zalled into the Tyrrhenlan Sea. Envoys were sent out to Vanlce and Marsellles

((RIGEL continues next page))



RIGEL (continued) 3 6

carrying the same message: Can you help us siop the Austrc-Turk alliance? The French
reepondsd by commpitiing two fleets +to the Mediterranean, and the Germans prorpised to
remaln neutral.

Perhaps there 1s hope yetj the war may still be won! Italy will be free again!
LIVERPOOL to WORLD: Wales announces its freedom from French scumny dogs, The populace;
1a a simultaneous riot, threw the French First Fleet from their shores into the Irish
Sea. The French Second Fleet (currently victorious in London) is expected to move teo
Wales to asslst, Liverpovl regrwis it ingbllity to intezvene with the English Third
Fleet due to ammo shortages.

VIENNS: What 1s 1% with this Russian? We gain ground end he siill gets to bulld units!
BRUX, are you available to the highest bldder? I von't win any press wars, but meybe H
can Outsmnd. him...

LIVERFOOL to BRUXUS AGGRAVATUS: You Jjust had to do it, didn*t you! Just had to say
JUPITER, dldn*t you! Just had to say JUPITER 9 tlmes! OK, take that! Save or be a
baifling!

TTALY to CM: This 1s really great! Cupcake writes and says, "Cee, Greg, your diplomacy
18 great, but I think I*11 k111 you anyway-" Then Von Helntzman writes and says,

"Well, I would love %o help you, a8 your letters are very gooed, and your loglic 1s
flawless, but 1 mised tc support Austria lnto fome, although 1t is true that he

will end up building 2 unit because of this, and my other potential taxrget. Russla,

will end up at plus 2, yet I still muat honer my commiiments. . .” Rellly writes to =ay:
"Not'! 1 won‘t be moving to Jon this season! I want o ally with you and Russla agalnst
Cupcake!™ So what do I do? Believe them all! "I have the distinet honor now of

being the last diplomat in VD who only hase two centsrs. Lovely.

Yi1d8 A§ TUSCANY to JONPAN PPAYWYAGY LIVERPOOL: Ah, forget it. Now I forget wha t

I was going to sayl

1TALY to AUSTRIA: So. you attacked the last two ltalys bacause they didn’t write. So

1 wrlte. You attacking me on general princlples?

FLLIS to KIEIMAN: What the hell am I doing in a Dippy Jeopardy game? I thought this
was Wneel of Fortune, and it's tuming our more like Jokar's ¥iid! P.S. Don't tell
Dave Frick that I stole his WOP acronym. He's mad enough al me bepause of & local game
we're in.

LIVEEPOOL to PARIS: Liverpool sclentists under pressure fxom the High Command anmouricad
the development of an atomic bomb. The French are ordered to immediately lay down

thelr weapons or meet thelr maker,

POSTERS WE WOULD LIKE T0 SEE ((via TTALY)): If you love something, let it go. If 1t
comes back to you, it is yours forever. If it doesa't, BIOW IT AWAY!

Today is the first day of the rest of my life, 50 DON'T FUCK 1T Up!

T don't care if Ted Kennedy runs, as long as he doean’i drive anywhere.

Diplomacy. Official gawe of the 1980 Summer Qlymplcs.

Cyclic Article (from page 114}

117 i mesn, maybe scmething about writing styles in general. or...”

“No, Bruce, your readers will be lanterested, 1 asaure you. You®ll be the poel as
you describe your own work in verse; you'll be ihe artlst as you create & repdition of
one of your paintings.”

“mut I don't knew i I could really do justice o tha topic,” I protested. "ieu
sse. not only haven‘t I mastered the technique, tut I haven't the foggiest notion of
what yoni're talking about when you mentlen ‘eycllic writing*."

“Oh, coma on, Bruce. surely you can flgure that out by yourself. You do kuow

(gu to page !.:’3:‘
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fhe Desline and Hiatus of the rlathabascan Welemmeion Festiva)

{blame Mumpner for thiz’;

All Testival grognards Asubiless recali with regren the followlng which appeared
Ir. gamlng pubilcations a few years ago.

CTUBLIC NCTICE: The 79th snnual Aiathabascan Watermelon Festival has besn cances Led
due to a dearth of virgins  Sorry. Send refund requesis to AWA /Atathabascas
Fatermelon Aeechevment) Commlttee at /4%), Ann Arber, MY »

However, our hearis churned w@ith joy the following year when, in ibe same marg;
TPUBLIC ANNGUNCEMANT: The Atathahesosn Watermelon Pactival for 1981 45 DN oot
year’'s probiem. the ‘Dearth of Yirgine' has besn reselved. ¥We sarve now accaniing gicls.
Ana frogs. {No eniry fee for ivogs. but Alrle shovid be prepared for a smatl zacrifice. ©

Dince the Watermelon Pesilval Colors are red and green., gueen -eyed redheads are
preferred. {This Goes ROTP apply to frozs with bicod shol gyes.?! Fleace submit all
entrants to MNr. Guiddipeo at Black & Peachi. Cullf., for indiis! evaiwacion..™

Heapile ac edliorlal disclalmer whick nouted this was a pald adveriisement and R
And eiafl in ro way supporied the so callad “Watermelon Festival, the TESLONSE Wi
trul 2 heartening.

Unferrunately, the Hanldae entrants. »ithout excestlon, srrived festasned in roe
Al Wero prompuly tossed ouil by dhe commiites.

el vs of Durther ovaluatiop fesslons renaln wiclear due 4o a nessive Sweep Ly
wie Bheriflf s Dept. ané subssquent clesing of the beach o naturalists. (halrman
uilddipoeo was last spoited some 200 yds. offshore paddling 11%s a Misslsslppi
sidevhesler.

Despite his eanthusiaside endorsesen
ulhlesied by onlookers, ali hawe demuie)
redieads most vehemently .

Since this coantretremps, ax) Festival esctlvities have been in abeyanece.  JRecently.
howsver, there have been ercowrnglng srgns ‘hat the Chalrman sa v e premuring tw
surface and resume his xesponsiiilitier. I this should svenugle 4 gould b oa jnyoes
vintage season far all Fezilvallsts,

orailons o defray expenses shoulu Te direcied ve ihw Guladipon Poundatisng, a
o prei’lt. non-accountabls fund.

o

vt sever:sl esatyanis durlng the sessions. s
¥ denled qualyilcation for ths honor. The

{{Twc fre: issues and a redread Tor ine above subnlsslon. Fiompher hew cne of
the welrdest senses of Mumor 3t har ever beew my pleasure to Tun eoross.))

ELAE R SR ANE & TR EDEE & R LR 3 s A ST R A e

Bl A TEHERIE 0

o please Mack Lerch. hepe's the current Vb mtidiy 105%. snyone wwibiag ol they
cnoor off should lel pe dnow.  Petur ansolf. Dun Sorham Leorga Leritia, #lanaed
e Chatiledd, Pob Schmunk, Qwadsal Huek, Brept Benraii, Ty ¥ars, Michas! Uitz Spe
Kane. Gred Bills, Bob Howernorn, Hichao! Ba1lscn. Mazlk Fruen, Yonzad Baunelster, Fark
Lranrin . Mats Flaming, Jobn dagor, Dave derter, Tim Allen, ¢ E. Blender, Fut Oonlosn,
Ran Mmel; Hob Witimond, Pawl Rauierbers. Jerry Lucss, Dou Fud, Cathy Cunping. obheve
Argtie, Hol Sweehey, Mike Junes. Kevin Stone, Jomn Javies, JofFf Funches, Uouz 3eyerleln,
fduane Proskin” . et Pakel., Lerry lapsing. Edmund Jadyye Masd Haller, briss Orloft,
Marr Jobnsen, Chook Kepian, Rick hagadale, BIl)l Flasek, Ficose! Zottman, Sieve Kalehs,
o Farac, aed Den WIlLlama., Total ol SO

Ytavs givked God off the standby 13ei a5 [ think he tabas the game a Little 100
saly. Tew'il o anderstasd why M opou read this wholde dasen,
W CUPTTED standby 200 has Dren nuked,
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Winety-nins z111llon leyal, screaning Doomles can’t all be wrc:nr heiqe is the VD
sub 1list, correct as of October 16. 1983. The number o he 1 ieht of zach 1istinr £
the issus wlth which each person’s sub expires. "1 lundicates a trade with a Britis:h
zine. An asterisk (*) cfier your 1listing means I want a color photo of youl

1. Chuff Afflerbach, 5632 Oakgrove, Oakiand, CA 94618 96
2. Jeff Allwecht, 2029 Cedar Breaks Drive. Salt Lake City, Ul 84118 86
3, Jerald Allen, 284 Silman, Fexndsle, MI 48220 87 #
b Tim Allen, 29 Stockbridge Ave., Lowell, Mi 01854 86 »
5. Steve Angle, Box 47, Yale Statlon. New Haven, Cf 06520 103 *
6. Peter Ansoff, 5777-162 Reading Ave., Alexandria, V4 22311 g6
7. Petar Ashley, 2530 N. Chelton Rd., Colorado Springs, OO0 30909 96 *
8, Dick Astrom; 135 Sprague St., Porismouth, RI 02871 gh #
9. #Mike Barmo, Box 1187, 25 Andrews Memorial Dr.. Rochester, NY 14623 90
10, Konrsd Baumeistar, Box 6039, Henle Villapge, Georgetown U., Washington, DC 20057 38
11. Brent Bermet%, 9912-89 Ave. Apt. A, Edmonton, Alberta, CANADA T6E 255 103 #
12. Marxrk Berch, 492 Naylor Plzce, Alexandria, Va 227304 07
13. Doug Beyerlein, 640 College, Merlo Fark, CA %4025 10¢
i4.  Peter Birks, 39 Handforth Read, london, UNITED XINGDOM S¥9Y OLL TR
15. Kexrry Blant, PO Box 8078, Coral Springs, FL 33065 57
16,  Jeff Dohner, 509 Twlst Run Road, Endweil, NY 13740 a1
17. Ivo Bouwnan, van Heutszatraat 1“" . 2593 PC "s~(Qravenhage. THE NEIHERLANDS 2w
18. Ron Rrown, 1528 1l Serenc Flace, Bakexsfleld, CA 93304 973 *
19,  Ronalid Brown, 1200 Sunnerville Ave., Ottawza. Ontario, CANADA K317 8Gh 93
20, Don Burd, Ward Star Route, Jamestown, GO B0O4SH o3 *
21, Dave Cartey, 118 Horsham Ave., Wlllowdsle, Ontario, CANADA M2E 1529 107
22. Gteoff Challinger, 100 High Street, Swanscombe, Yent, UNITHD KINGDXM DALG OAH T #®
23. Jimn Chatfiseld, 7505 Kenlea Ave., Baltimore, MD 21236 G2 =
24,  Pat Conlon, Box 17014, LSU, Baton Rouge, T4 70893 119
25.  Gary Coughlan, 4614 Martha Cole Lane, Mempnls, TN 38118 114
26.  Cathy Cunnlng. 1603 NE 30th Si.; Seattle, WA 981035 83
27 . Phil Dancause, 30D Hidden Lake, Stafford, VA 2255k 92
28. John Davies, Box 968, Port Hardy, British Columbla, CANADL V0N 210 Q1 *
29. Fred Vavis, 1427 Clalridge Rd., Baltimore, MD 21207 a7
30, Don Del Grande, 142 Elissc Dr., Greenbras, CA 94004 105 %
31. Peter DeLuca, 164~56-1421, B. Co. 3d Bn. USAET Bde.. Fort Foivelr. VA 22060 87 #
32, Don Ditter, 63 South Main St., Florida, NY 10921 86
33. Mlchael Ditz, 5785 Danube Way, Apt. ¢, Orlendo. FI. 32807 1oz #
3, Mark Duarie, 4738 B, MeHenzle, Fresno, G4 93702 108 #
35. Richard Bdison; PO Box 9987, Burkeley, G4 94709 06w
36, Greg Kllis, 9430 Concourse #1612, Houston. TX 77030 G %
37. Joan Extrom and Samantha Corbdin, Rt. 1, RBox 26W, Phllomath, OR 97370 G3
38, Nick Falella, 17 Brokaw Ave.. Floral Park, NY 11001 6 »
9. Jim Finley, 19173 West Dr. #5, Vista, 04 92083 8g %
40, Matt Fleming, 4290 Chateau de Ville, St. louls, MO 63129 Q3
41. Mark Frueh, 1013 Milton St., Apt. #304, Madison, WI 53715 L1
42, Ruth Glacpey, 1318 Rennle, Traverse City. MI L49E3h &8 =
43, Dan Corham; 800 South Euclid St., Fullexton, CA 2263 93 *
My,  Jake Halverstadt, 1106 Castlercck Dr., Ft. Collias, CO 80521 115
45, Garry Hamlin, 111 Varner Ct., Midiand, MI 48640 103
46, Ty Hare., 425 Van Buren St., Montersy, Ca 93940 98 ¥
47, lNelson Heinizman, #C-4, 2255 Delaware Ave., Buffale, NY 14216 g7
48, Roy Henricks, 128 Decrfield Dr., Pittsbursgh. Pa 15235 94
49.  Bob Howerton, 4510 Treeline Dr., FPensacola, FL 32504 101 ¥
50. Handal husk, 1811 Sccllon Ci., San Jose, CA 95152 g &
51, Steve nution, 704 Brant St.,; Londen, Ontario, GANADA HSY Y g6

52. Edmund Jedry, 3851 N. Whipple, Chicapge, IT. 605i8 1oL+
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Marz Jdehnsen, 833 Dent St., Garland, 71X 75048

Pete Johnson, 1632 Campus U, #239. Hurst. TX 76053

Aike Jones, 2733 Collie J1liway, Anchorage, AKX 99504

Bryan Jurkowski, CBC-703, 7435 Monticello Rd., Columblia, SC 29203
Johrt Kador, 505 Second Ave., Melbourne Beach, FL 32951

Erlc Kane, i09 Hicks Lane, Great Neck, NY 11024

Chuck ¥aplan, 742 Grouse Ct., Deerfleld, IL 60015

Jim Keeley, 12-9114 Blakiston Dr, NW, Calgary, Albexrta, CANADA TZ2IL 1Ly
Mark Heller, 9536 Shumway Dr,, Orangevale, CA 95662

John Kelley. 209 McMahon Hall, V. of Hashington, Seattle, WA 98195
Mike Kettman, 445 Elm St., 3H, Dearfield, IL 60015

Dudley Kidd, 2421 Redmont Rd, » Huntsville, AL 35810

Dave Xleiman, 3530 Hyannis Port Drive, Indilanapolis, IN 46224
Steve Knight, 11905 Winterthur Lane, Reston, VA 22091

Richard Kovaleik, 25 South St. » Brlghton, MA 02135

Steve Langley, 4112 Bocne Lane, Sacramento, CA 95821

barry Lansing, 3700 La Haclenda Dz., San Barmardino, CA 92404
John Ieeder; 605 15th St. Nw, Calgary, Alberta, CANADA T2N 2B1
George leritie, 105 Merchants Blvd. #3, Lafayette, LA 70505
Mark Lew, 3120 W, 79th Ave., Anchorage, AK 99502

Andy Lischett, 2402 $. Ridgeland Ave., Berwyn, IL 60402

Brian Lorber, 7 Polo Rd., Great Neck, NY 11023

Alex and Debbie Lord, Box 178, Hannacroix, NY 12087

Rob Lowes, RR #9 . Petexborough, Ontarlo, CANADA K9J 6v1

Jerry {ucas, 3902 Lakemead Way, Redwood City, CA 94062

Mark Luedi. 0 Box 2424, Blommington, IN 47402

John MacFarlane, 630 Totavi, Los Alamos, MM 87544

J1m Makue, FO Box 111, Monierey, MA 01245-0111

Mlke Mozzer, 13388 Harvard St., Santa Monica, Ca 90404

Jim Melnel, 7410 Mancy St. #1, Anchorage, AK 99507

Mike Melsner, 3604 York, Metalrie, T4 70003

Victor Meluveel, 28) Collins Ave,, Apt. 2B, Fleetwood, NY 10552
John Michalski, Rt. 10 Box 526Q, Moora, UK 73165

Ralph Morton, RR #2. Gresly, Ontario, CANADA KoA 170

Jeff Noto, 1941 Né 35tk Ave., Gainesville, FL 32606

Bob Olsen, 6818 Winterierry Cirele, Wichita, KS 67226

Brian Orloff, 110 South 17th St., Manhatten, KS 66502

Bob Osuch, 2247 E, Iuverness, Hesa, AZ 85204

Eric Ozog, 1526 I, Lawler Ave., Chicago, 1. 60651

John Pack, 2 Kimberly Lens, Los Alamos, NM 87 54

Fat Pakel, 633 Paden S¢., Zndlco bty NY 13760

Mark Paul, c¢/o Dover Group Home, ance; 35 Third Ht., Dover, NH 03820
Ken Peel, 8708 Pirst Ave., Apt. TZ, Silver Spring, MD 20910
Dave Perlmutter, 773 Millbrook Lane, Haverford, A 19041

Marc Peters, 29 E. Wilson #202, Madison, WI 537073

BL11 Flacek, 2157 Giltride Rd., Martinsville, NJ 8836

Jane Proskin, 199 Plne Grove Dr., Pittefleld, MA 01201

Jeff Punches, 4520 La Portalada Dr., Carlsbed, CA 92008
Michael Guirk, 3830 Chester Drive, Glenview, IL 60025

Rick Ragsdale, PO Box 543, Scott AFB, IL 62225

Paul Rauterterg, 4922 W, Wisconsin Ave., Mllwavkee, WI 53208
Rlchard Rellly. Upham Hall, Room #308, Moscow, ID 83843

Glover Rogerson, 'Mazarbul’®, 11 Buckingham Place, Ciifion, Bristol. U.K BS8 1iLJ

41 Ross, 6125 Honeysuckle Lane, Charlotte, NC 28212

Ben Schilling, Apt. 315, 24730 Hocsevelt Ct,, Farmington Hills, M1 48018

del Srhnunk,; 826 Nerth Yedges, Rozeman, MT 597 15
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109. Kelth Sesler, PG Box 158, Freasarx., MI 48026 100
110. Randolph Smyth, 212 Aberdesn St. SE, Medicine Hat, Alberta, CANADA Tis ORi ioz
131. Dan Stafford, 1643 Grantteway Lane, Columbus, (H 473229 87
112. Xevin Stene, Box 671, Grove City College, Grove City, PA 16327 90
113. Bob Sweeney, R0 Box 586, Munson Arxmy Hospltal. Pt. Leavemvorth, XS 560Z7 S8
114, Tom Swilder, 1183 Robinson Hill Rd., Endwell, NY 13760 101
ilju Pote Tamlyn, 2 Poplar Rd., The Coppise, Aylesbury, Ducks, UNITEL KINGDOM HP22 53N 7T
116, Gerry Thompson, 13400 Bromwich $t., Arleta, CA 91331 S
117, Lynn Torkelson, 992 Rosedale Road NE, Atlanta, GA 30306 101
113, Plerre Touchetis, 1, Rue Georges, Masson, Quebec, CANADA JOX 2HO 86
119, Rod Walker, 1273 Crest Drive, Encinitas, CA 92024 93
120. James Wall, 27 N, Midllia #3, Madison, WI 53715 93
121. Porter Wightman, 57 Rossliter Road, Rochester, NY 14620 95
122, Don %Xillams;, 185 Hew Ludlow Ra, #06, Chlcopee, MA 01020 93
123 Jim Williams, 2300 6th St. SW, Altoona, IA 50009 87
124, Rod Wittmond, 2723 Vanderbllt Lene #5, Radondo Beach, CA 90278 87
125, James Woodson, PO Box 33032, Pensucola, FL 32908 ice
126. Ed Wrobel, 3932 N. Foreatdale Ave., Dale City, VA 22193 1oL
Jim Meinel 1s listed even though hls sub has expired, because I think he will be
rencwing. Others receiving this iszsue because they have contribuied to it ares
Jim Burgesa, 66 Hall St., Providence, RI 02004
William C.S,A.A. Lowe, 2206 Danisl St., Treil, Britlsh Columbie, CANADA ViR 4G9
Ron Mazurklewlicz, 2431 N, 4iat St., Milwaukee, WI 573210
John Thrall, 2630 N. 22nt St., Arlington, VA 22207
Thanks 1o Bob Howerton for letting me xeprint the half-page cartoons on my house-
rulee which have appearsd in his zine, Festungs Hof., All are Bob’s work excnpt for tha
ons balow and the one on page 153, which were done by Ruth Glaspay. o
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TooJ Much of & Good Thing

At the risk of sounding like & crotchetly old hobby fart, I nust explain my reasons
for not ziving extensive support or publleity to cerdaln hoebby projects some
other people have beon involved with ™eentlys 11 ki1l two or three birde with one
editorial while X'm at 1i. There is nothing wrong per ss with any of the projectis I
am about to critlclze. They're u1) Just overdcne to ithe Foint of absurdity.

The firat target of my diacussion is fake gines. Time was thai when a good fake
hit the malls, it wes the walk of the hiobby. Whether 1t was the sort of fake intended
to fo:l people, such as the firat fake Volkerwanderung, or just a dy 2ike the
Brux... Bulleiin #0Y, people would get a thrill out of sending oY receiving such a
high- el ity forgery. T sulll remsnber how I leapt gleefully into the air in a it
of gl rlous ecstasy when T flret sew the “Mellow Yellow” fake of Volce of Doon.

For the past two or three years, though, fake ziges in the hobby have generally
been o frequent {and, alas, low in quali.tys ax to barely o worthy of a passing
mentlon, if that, and nobody gets exclied any more. Thus, the downplaying of such itema
in VD, I mention the latest Woodpecker only because of the takeoff on Alex®s Column
it contained, but probably wouldn't havs otherwise. The art of faking has lost much
of its charm due to overkiil,

On a related note, the same criticlmm can be made of hobby polls and awards, I
remomber when the Runestone Fell was THE poll, and averyons oagerly awalted lte resuits,
{And pwnlted, end awalted, and...) Nowadays there are polls for Best This mnd Mest
That, and I can't keep up w+ith half of them. The Jjoy of telng aile to claim ths
oy spot in a poll Is greatly reduced when thars are ihrse or four polis asking the
same question. So, except for the Runestone Foll, *hat®s why vou don’t hear much abonut
them in YD. Oh sure, I711 give it a passing meniion if I win gonething else Bomewhsre
and happen 1o notlece it, such as the “Toady” poll recently, ut T won't break ny Tack
to cover them all. (For peopls with more interest in these mstters than me, 1 reconmend
Buropa Express as the besit source of in-depth coverage of both fakes and polls, )

~ As a side note, T nighv also mentlon that most of the pells c¢reeping around thess
days are nothing more than popularity contests, The Yesi example I can think of 1s
a reoant "Best Writer” poll conducted by a wall-lmown zine, Now, I know that the
qualicy of somecne’s writdng is a subjective matter, but lat's b reasonahle. A certain
well~snown publisher who has not the writing skills of your averags 7th-grader {and
1 assre you I am not exaggorating in the lsast) placed high up in the standings. To
be aure, so dld a few of the truly talented writers arownd, such as Coughlan snd (lsen,
but not very many of them. To me these polls seem basicelly Just 2 uniform mushy
mp88:  the same group of peopls running them, voting in them, and vinning them, with
an occasional exception or twe.

All of which 18 not to imply that such polls should be ahandoned. But I find
then next tc meaningless, so I°ve astopped voling and etopped covering them. The
Runestone Poll and polls pertaining to matters in JD are the exceptlons.

Flnally, a quick note about hobby awards -- quick because the exsct same oriticiems
are applicalle, We don’t need twenty trillion different awsrds in this hotby, because
the elffect of each 1s then reduced io practically zero. I support the Don Miller
Award., 1 do noi support and will not publicize ihe diarrhes of proposed awerds I have
heard of alsevheve racently, sorry.

OK, I‘m grumpy. So sus me. Or take a poll io determine whether I get the award
for Hobby Grumptmoket.




Alex's Column 4 !

Alex's Columm is pubitished Wy Alex Loxd, Box 178, Hannacrolx, NY 12087.

One day adout two years ag0. Bruce was ny teacher and ssked me iIf 1 would like to
write an article for his nagazing. I never quite undersiood what his nagazine dealt
with. I thought 1t was computer games or something. It was a long time before I knew
ihe nature of the magamines and the hobby. I loved writing articles about fumy things
+o make sveryone have a ehuckle before they siabbed a player or afier they did. I
1iked dodng it and had iote of fun trying to coms up with articles that would hold
the interest of the hobly playexs whon T wanted to satlé&fyo Since I kmew that few
people knew Bruce ox #shat he was like, I wrote hopefully humorous articles about him
and the adventures of his 1ife in Greenville. T gertalnly had an abundance of ldeas
and material to wrile on, aince it eeemed to me that if I just obaerved Bruce a guarter
of the time I saw him, 14 have enough to write ten articles. He was always getiing
himself into these hysterical predicaments and I couldn't help boing interested ir

they ususlly coinclded with the 2easons and the activiiles that went along with that
time. The environment in which I 1ive has & mcolic getting aud had a 1ot to do wi'h
ny toplcs and references. My controverslal huntlng artlcle wag born right here in Le
Catskills vhere the interest 1s high and the deer now it. Right now they're froll king
in the fields but in November they®ll e hiding from the red hats. When Bruce. By
rother and I, and a couple of friends want to Riverside it was excellent writing
material. When I drove lnto a enowbank and Bruce had to pay the faxmer for his fence,
it made for a very good article. All these memories Tring & emdle to my face and if
T could repeat them all, I would.

As soon as I met Bill Highfield, Maxk Larzelere, Mike Barmo. and Eric Kane around
New Yeaxr's last yeal. I hed a broadened view of some of the hobby players. This
enabiled me to get to know them betier and I have made many good friends in this waye
This supmer I saw Miks Barmo and Bill Highfleld at Lake George and they are two good
guys, ia my opinion. I wish the summer didn't flee so fast because we all had "juite
the memoralle time” at lake Ceorge in a two-and~-g~half room cabin together. I also
have many friends that I have never mei but feel close to and I trust them whenever 1
write personally to them. ' :

T now wish Bruce asnd I could have kept everything fun and simple, But, a8 hobly

and VD vesders got io kmow me better thay got confused with the true siory.

People startad getting wrong inpresslions with the increasing pullicity I got, 1 don‘t
want this article to sound like a lecture or & depre ssing otiloquy abusing the bobiy,
it I don*t want any noxe hessles. I know this 1= ¥D*s amniversary 1ssue and I dop®%
want the cake to collapss or the playboy dancer to Fall asleep inslde 1%, but I fe=!
this speech is necessary on By part. Now everyone can g0 grab a mug of clder { hard
cider, preferatly) and get yeady to gst comfortable in a plle of leaves for the rest

One big happy family 1s yhat I thought this hobby porirayed. Sure thare are
disagreements and quarrels tat they are quickly resolved. I guess 1 was wrong. wWnat
15 this bellicose behavior that is &ulling the ghine of the hobby and 1ts players? 1s
1t noticeabls to all or only to ne? Enough questlions for nows here 1s my an&wel.

have discontinued my heavy snvolvemen®t with the hobby for many TeasmMsS. Although the
National Enquirer may have explained it all alresdy or the grapevine nay have nade a
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recording because of the demand, this is the truth, Through the eyes of a fifteaen-
yoar-old now sixteen, I have observed lany things and they have “Iisappointed and

games. As you have noticed I am now out of it, I an surprlsed at the immaturity,
callouanessandapmmofsomeofﬂxeplayerstooﬂnrso Of course we all fight
but there is a word that 1sn't in use much any nore, and it's called forgive., We are

that youths have to dodge, it's pitiful, Thie is not a sob story. I wanted you all

captious player. mIknowisthatImudbethasbamedifIhadamrtin
&rowing a hlack scandalous flower right now. How about it ~- g alxteen-year-old
schoolglir) Comnenting on adulta that are mining their once-preatigous names, magavines,
and personal friendships over gosalp and spite? Boo on you! YLet's all lighten upl
Who knows, we couid all be annthilated wlthout saying we were SoxTy tomorrow.
Hey, let's all ynise our glasses to the anniversary of Volce of Doom! Cheers with

beers, or champagne if you'd 1ike!

Hug a hodbbler,

Alex

. Any comments, write to me and we will figure something out...

((There ie nothing 1 .canad.dtosuchapowerfularticla aonoﬁ't o Thanx
for telling it like it 1s, Alex, )) ’ =

The onpoing sarFa of Brux' houserules:

7 we st/
Sorry, CLomrade, bo A
havew't beew Able 7o deciy ,
7The V:wcr of Poom //mrv/a-s,
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Voice of Doom istub— CEYP 1'0
Tished by Rruce Linsey, Py
245 Juarry Dr CEN TJ

Albany, NY 12205

By
=~ )
-

TR




0
«
Q
o
s
(o

n

.
]

o)
o
a)
o]
o.

W

192 inches

62 decibels

2279772

'd been born one day later (on

[15 I
ol
“
- 5
g5
mh
@O
+
b §
2
8
Md
54
)
58
o
Ho
=0
48
g9
|
..MM!
)
24
Bk
o o
Lo}
et Py
~ H




+4

by Renald Brown

An 014 Controversy Ravisited

khen I first entered the hobby, in 1979, I vead a few artizles on "cross-gaming”,
In general the articie writers condemned it a8 "unethical, regretable, but unavoldatle."”
I was impresced by their arquments and agreec. whole-hear'tadly wilth ther. Yt I have
now since revised ny opinion,

Flrst, what are ue talking abouty "Cross-gaming, v genexrally. vefers to the practics
oX using information, xela.tionships, or deals from cne game and applying them in
another. This can run from "You let me win in 197970 and I'i1 help you win 1975P% 4o
besing your decisions on alllznces on knovledgs of how others have played other ganes.

the purlst position is that each game represants a complete universe in itse1f and
%at nothing from any other unlverse (i.e., game) con intrude, Ideally +hen one enters
4 nev game hs should forgat everyihing he knows about the other players and tegin
afresh. You should not let the fact that the fellow Playing ingland opened sati-France
in one game influence Jour op2ning moves or the fsot that another guy stabbec You in a
mezningless gosture a few months before inflvence your atltempts to set up an alllsnece
with hin. That is 511 Wall and good if you ¢on't mind repeating past mistakes -- and
I doubt, sincersly, that the purists stick t¢ thair phllosophy 1004, If they 4id,
they'd never win a game ,

I think, in retrospect, that the reasen I agreed with the purist position when I
was filrst begindiing was becatise T had no experience myseif with the other players. [t
Gidn’t seem fair to pe that twe mlayers in my game would have a long-standing alliance
developed in other games, as I could do 1itile to irfluence thelr prior relationshiqg.

I recall another Instance, a few ¥ears latsy, of g Player attacking ume - ‘2lezxly,

with no heps of either of us gaining. He answered my pleas to be rems - withy

"This is repayment for what you did to w-wmre ;e In memm T g le? and
wrote, I do not Cross-gane and am disgusted that you would stoop to s 4

He was properly chastized ang apologlzed (theugh he contimuod his attgeks, Lowing

the gaue to a third party),

AS one continues in the hobhy, it is inevitalbie that one will develop friencships
and enemies., One gets the starting lineup fer a geme and Scahs the 2ist for fanilder
hames. Al, there‘'s so-and-so wWho allied with me in 1978355, nevar wavered or lied:
there’s that bastard who kept attacking in 1980RT ana never answered a leiter;
w¥hatchanacallin rlaying Turkey just published an article on how Turkey showdd open
anti~-Italy and I*ve seen hinm do it thres times now in other games. Is ons supposed o
suppress all this knowledge and Iretend the past doesn’t exist?

0Of course, whatchanacallin may decide not to open anti-Italy this time; the hastard
nay condescend to write a feyw letters and sesk an alliasnce; so-and-so may declde to wipe
you off the map. The poselbility is always there and you'd bs a foel not to conslder
it. But, you's be a blgger fool if you rejected an offer of an alliance from
someone with a proven track wecord of loyally or didn't wrotect your country from
the anonymous attacker.

¥hat of the position of the noviess in the game? Well, they have the same oppui tunity
to leam and develop thelr own relationships and kriswledge a3 every Dbesinnar. The
Casual player may not be interested; the up-and-comar mzy be doing all the reseaxch he
can. It may not be "falp" that some in the fane have more sxpericnce, but what is the
difference between understanding the mechanles of the Key Lepani.: and Friowlng that the
fellow playing Gemmany frequently NMRs in othzr games? A sales ralagsr In a company

new, lnexperienced salesman,

Wnich brings uws to Cross-game deals. I do and don't do wis, To axplaing Suppose
I have an excellent working relatlionship with a Dlayer in one game. e have worksd
together from the begloning, naking suggestions, glving support, and Tinally, swept
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the board for a two-way draw. Wo enter another game and T will likely prvpose ihal
we form s iwo~way working alllance with the alm of sweeping the board for a ocwo-uuy.
I do not mention ihe other game directly; btut he knows, from pasi experlence, preclsely
vhat I am thinking of. Is this really a cross-game deal” Ox ie 1t a matier of having
learned from experlience?
1 have noi. nor likely will, sei up the kind of deal where cue gives suppert
in one game in exchange for suppert in another. This is what many Dipples find repugnent,
though, to bs honesi, I don’t see why now. There is no Linit on negotlations. IT L
offer a $50 btribe or threaton to dump rotilng fish ithrough a player’s hedroom window
if he dcesn't cooperate, that is my affair. And what, really, is ths difference between
this and offering Munich in one game in exchange for support in ancther? One might
answer that the rest of the players can’t counter with slailar offews and so it’s
unfair to them. ¥Well, maybe they can®t matich a bribe elther, or avrange for 2 shipload
of Totting fish to be dalivered. But, they have thelr own inaginations ané rescurcai
Besides the Ffact that rules ageinst cross-game deals wculd de lapessiitle %o eni.:ca,
the tradition that ali is fair in Diplomacy negotlations is a ctroag one. Ilayers
impersonating other players, tying up phone lines so orders can't be phoned in, oxr
even, gasp, iying to each other; have been known to occur with ths afmiraticn of th:
hobby communify. And we all have the same protectlon ixom such activities: namely,
any act of deceptlon of the GM is forbidden: and, 3t'a the plaver of macord who mab::
the Finsl decision on whether or not he®s going io go along with your nasty litile
schemas.

My decision not to engage in crosa-game deals ls based on more pracileal consides -
ations. First off; a cross-game deal ie as enforceabls. or wnenforceahle, as any & wWeT
kind of deal. Secondly, I prefer to think about each gams ¥ am in saparately.

Keeplng track of six other players at a time is encugh, witrout baving o consiiar
twelve ares of deceptlon at one sitting. However, il someons nade a gnod offer, why
should I not consider i1t? And who's to ell me otherwlise?

I guess cross-garing is unethical, tut no more or less then any other negotlations.
Why i= it regretable? It certainmly is unavoldable-

{(Back in VD #7, I published a BRUX Spesks angrily casilgating the practlce of
cross-ganing. Although I still frown on 1%, I now know that whensver two people pPlay
in more than one game together, it 1s unavoidable, I don’t huve this problem at the
poment, since I°m not playing in any games, but there’s no way arcund die fact that
31f somebody's screwed you over in three previous games; you'ne going to remsmber 1t if
you meet up with him again. OSo my views are similar to Ronald‘s: cross-gaming 1is
regretable but unavoidahle. {Howevex, I would still Wast somecone who makes an over:
attempt at a cross-game threat.)

Ronald, thanx for submltiing this article to VD as 1t's a topic ibat hasn't seen
1ight here for such a long time. Filve free ones. J)
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Humor sumitted by Greg Ellils:

Fiva thousand years ago Moses sald, “"Pack your cansl, pilck up your shovel, mount
your ass and I shell lead you to ithe Promised land."

Five thousand years later Franklin Rocsevelt sald. "Ley dewn your shovel, sit on
your ass, and light up a Camel. This is the Promised Land.”

Today, Reagan will tax your shcvel, sell your caumel, kick your ass and teli you
thers is no promised land.

I'm glad I'm an American; I'm glad that I am freas
Put I wish I were a 1ittle dog and Reagan was a iree.
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Wy to eliminate all the protless is to take m orders by Thons. And the 3y
live up to Jobn ‘s
sacduding'a -

and asrumihml develorment, not with weaponry. mw

111 tall you, after Soemoza, I bad real hope for the Sendinistas. But they went

_ -thowotmtnmlmm*hmdthepaoph. Yot, is it doing Jose Kicaraguan
- & mervics for the US tn overtirow tham? SR A BT

RPN I fear that thexe®ll be 1ittle -, real progress until Washington and Tealise

. that the world dosan’t revolve around them. Like the Europeans, the people of latia
Amsrics are unique individuals with their own outlooks and rcobless.  Doss it really

mthn'thsy helong to, I will argue in hopes of lmr-eing whet meeds inprowment. But,

te live fres. I aa giad to de a part of this socioty. Thank you, Jim, for cutting

rough our negativim. And pleass, moldicr and hmter, use not your gun. It's the

ultimate tool for denying a being his fresdoa. : o o S
Amther arulite letter from the 012 Fogey. Hegardless of what Highchalr seys (and

with hls immaturs rantings, he's ome %o Judae?), I find Rod’s cozments to ts knowledgealis,

thoughtful, snd even at times interesting, His observation on the fmotion of &

dictionary struck a neuron in ae... Hy argment with John Kador a whills ltack s based /

s ' ,

A ey
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on a similar idea, thet “rules” shovld morely be tools to belp people know the language
and how 1t is being uerd, and ot dictetors o reality or something to forea people to
conforz to. For inatance, if the vest majoriiy of our svclety ends sentsnces with
repositions, then the "rule" bamaing At chould be modifled, and not the peopls. I'm
ocomaiomlly disgusied and generally amused by Jack Kilpatrick's syndicated column, in
vhich ho whines that noYody’s kooping their infinitives unsplit 1like they used to in
the good old days.

uBMQW!.F. Blues Digast™?? Boy, if I ever noed a nmsas for a
. [T

"aeed pale chauvinist pig...”s Oh! Bruoce! What s great delivery! GCood timing of
s supsrb line! That makes up for a week of "Thai’s SHOT fumy.*

PulgeCon was great. A mmber of poopls didn®t show, bBut I'm flad I made it after
alssing last yeur‘s, Mesars. Olsen, Hazser, Michalski, and Langley have made thie
hobby enjoyable for me for many yesrs...it was worth .crossing half a ocontinent. And,
of course, I've had a ot of good ¢imes with the others theure, all of whom I've met
- bafore (Af you throw Def in with the first group). (Oh, and Jis-Bod i0o. To know Jis
Burgess, Jjust think of Lamny Myers, get the idea? Jim%s folks live in Schensctady;
be’s faniliar with your area snd with Bolton landing as well. He's camped on the
ialands out in the laks. You may ses hia Af you hold a December ocon.) Bod dessrves
kudos Just for tolerating us and the hour-long sguirt gun war. Orc-tog, too, gets
thant foxr organizing Borthemmers (though most cencelled out) right up until the
lasi minute, You’ll ses reports slmswhore. It had to be a great trip; I got hoas

83ightly late JUFITER endgame statoxents Gane? There was & gane wa were playing?
I thought this wea the line for the "lLet’s Maks a Deal" studlo audionoce.

Bogarding HITXY WAY, oxr SNICKERS, or whatever: You certainly 4idn®t give Rod
Wittmond 2 shit position, as Maczer ignliss; Turksy hos alresdy won the gamel

I have a (DA affsciive Sspt. 73 MP Bammo, Box 1187, 25 Andrews Memorial Drive,
Rochester, NY 14623, (716) 475-3%77,

Selling you the dittc msets me up for an intexesting sxcuse:

‘Hoy Mike, I've got some heavy nows...l ®aw ry doctor today. He says I'm...I%
proguent,”

"Whese is it

Wby, yours, 1’z sure."

llmot 'm.u

*¥hy not??"

"Uh; I never tcld you this before...A couple of ysars ago, I started playing around
with m! di!fomnt mpl’o Yool pl.dmﬁ up _@_o“

"YD?!

"Yop.osDOow I oan’t reproduce liks I could before that, 4uwe 10 sn sxchange betusen
that guy and me,."

VeuulThat.s. 0?!?‘“

"Yoah, we've a real °a$ds® io each othex."

Other atuff...thanx auchisino for the pictures. OF course, I°1l alwaye rementeor
that week more indelilly than any photo. Thoy've nice shots, though. ((Lake George.))

#83 got here,..nore comacmis, of course. The quastiomnsire wus possibly the best-
thou@mt-out F've over soen. You‘ll get a lot of meeningful answers, instead of yes/no
to - 1

(OBOL, hwh? You'll almoat be 2 real programmer?! What kind of hardware are you

working with?

Good to soe Komred holplog to koep feuding out of simes, Easygring guys like
hin and Dick sxe such fun,

Here’s a point of logic I question: Wwhy add reguirements for a playsr’s ordsre?
"Being postal play, they ahould tes able to do 1t7?" In other woxds; you're adding an
oxtma f oot Yecause 1t wuld iaprove anything, it mercly because ii's
posslihle. Ii's like G.E. eaying, "You must back inio your parking spece on Tusadays,
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and we'll pennilee yeu if you don't.” Anyhow, you interfer» mopge with the play of the
gamo by invalldating orders for mislabeled unitis than by Jgnoring the arror as the
Rulebook rsquires.

o Greg Ellis I offer the opinisn: sspeclally not Henry K. Is that the kind of
nat you caxre to trust the wrld’s fulize to7 Mayde next time he’ll went to bug
Jou, eeeing you sign “Love” to a letier W snother man,..

Calling Samantha, huh? Axan®t you letiing your youth fetiah got tho beat of
you? Talk about an extreme rebound...

Bill°s Rochestisx steaks arye called Purtarhouse bacause guess whore he eats thes...

And the 1ine T get quoted on is “Better check your wmalleis.” Keep this up and
Michalski's gonns atart liking ne.

Loved Steve's Getwolt wriisup. Indeed, the gemo is virtuslly superfiucus to ay
enjoyment of the hobby apd of cons in Detroii, Wichite, Kozoo, Chitown, Flushing,
Rochester (Pochville?), and mosi aaywbere elee I can‘t affoxd to go-

111 <loss for now. fCood luck with the Job, and thanx agaln for the photos, for
the dedicawion, awd for trusiing uws with all that you have. 1°11 aes 3£ I can find a
wealond that fits owr plaps wod swing owr. And...dame to care.

1ove, luszt, Q.uttanyg and Woody,

{{Good thing you clomed 3t here; you wexe beglming tc get a li‘t‘l:la sushy towards
e end there.

I ke yowr thsory that thems is mors (M Anterference involved when I don’t change
ihe player's oxders than wien I do. Maybe some day 1712 even undsestand it.

Actoally, I llke OOBOL & lot. It’s easy 1o underxsiand and use, aa opposed io
mosi Jjower level computeor langoages. We're using a Honeywell something-or-other ia
our department,

Actunlly, the world does revolve arcund Moscow and Washington, whetber it likee
it or mot. Oh yeah, surs, there uve a few other fairly major forces (Red China,
Germany, the Vatlcan, and the VD Houssrules}, but Fusaslx and the US are 'the Big Eoamea.
I don't 1ike 1t any more than you do.

Wish I had uade PudgeGon. Maybe noxt year.-.))

From Rick Ragedale (10/30/83):

Survey encloassd., Flease publish the nunber of charter Doomies still subscribing
whan you pub the survey results,

Of intarest to you, perhaps, is the fecot that the Alr Foroe has “DOdMien”, itoa.
My office symbol 1s: HQ MAC 7. Civilian twazeslation followe (from back to fromt
or gpecific ¢o geparal or lowest rank o highest).

DOONT = Tactleal Alrlift Branch

DOl = Alrlift Manegeaoent Division

D0) & Direcior of Current Upersilons

D0 = Depaty Chief of Siaff / Operetluons

MAC = Mijitary Aixlift Command

HQ ® Headguartors

S¢, I work 1n the Tactioal Airiift Bognah, siviife Hearmagement Divigion, Directorxate
of Cizrent Operations; for the Depuily (hlel of Steff for Operations, Headquarters
Milltary ALKLLft Command. Ses bow much time. ink, and papsr we (the military) save
the Anaxrican taxpayer by shortecing it all wmmcfmw And they sey the nllitary
wstes money .

When will & gmme opsn up?

{({Not for a long Ltime, ssTry. Cood to see that the Air Force haa Doomies. .
Crdy 19 »f my subhers have been with me since isswe #1l. Including you, of courss, )’
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It*s rather a touching bslief that overyone except them 1s a heathen. I don‘®t practice
rellgion with large organized groups, but am a deveut Chrisiian in Ry own nind. Groups,
howevar, sirengthen neny people‘s falth greatly; it is one thing to personally practice.
and far another to condemn all organized religion as 2S. I might have hit the guy too.
but don't hold all Christlans, Moslems, Jews, and Mormons responsible for his tdiocy.

Rod mekes a good peint. Everyone has blases, true, Azd you wrlting is reascuzbly
objective; Jjust wanted io point out that many (now sllent) voices wowrd argue whith
you (Rod) if they were etill in Diplomacy.

How’ve you been, Konxad? Apd another thing. Can you locate the town of Buer fox
ma?  It's in Prussia of 1850; one of my ancestors came from thers. ‘Then moved to
Hannover. then to Osmalmiick, It may be in Niedersachsen, near tne EC border. It mipght.
however, be in Poland; no way of knowing. I'd be obliged if you could tell me. Apd I
agree on e NA Zine Poll; 3t T thought anyone would listen, I'd arpue for it's
abolishment. I support anarchy in the hobby,

I would put litsracy tesis in a‘camiard English and Braille English. lo standard
Spanish oz dralile Spanish. Our nation beneflts greatly, Mark, fron having one ofiicial
tongue, There’s nc excuse for not leaming English in the (7.1

{{Thres cheers for Uncle Sam and the Red, Whilte and Blue!

Maybe XKonrad can help you cut with your geography problen.

I'm more or lesas an agnosilc myself, with sirong atheistic tendencies and a Jowien
background that T regard as incidental tgo ny 1ife. I respsct all religlons to a degize.
unti) someone tries to push it on pe (as has heppened on twe or three occaslons). andd
then I gst Lumpy»

Highfleld is no longer = Doomie, sn the discussion about him should end now., )}

From Joan Extrom (9/15/83);

Dear BRIJX,

Sure was nice talking to vou., But ¥ou must have an outrageous phone bill.-

Remesnmber when I dropped the phone® The dial is now lopsided, but At still worke

How d1d you get +hs name BRUX, and why the hackwards R°

lookivg at the NY map -~ I found Greenville. Wasn‘t that a long drive fronm
Albeny* Hen‘s grandmother {Samantha's only great-grandmother) lives on £i7th Ave,
in Rensselasr. sc that's two reasons {you and her) to visit that area. 1 also see
that Schenectady is nearby. We have a friend who named his daughter Schensciady.
Poor kid.

That's about it. Told you everything elss in the phone conversation. Thanks fo-
calling. It makes my day enjoyalle. I like getting calls from men! You angd Ralph
the Gnome sure help keep my spirits up.

You’ll have to staple the article together. Haven®t found our stapler since we'ive
moved. Hope you like it,

({The article Joan sent, about computer programmers, appears elsewhere in this
issue. I got many laughs out of ii.

Sheesh. How zould someone stlck thelr kid with a name 1ike Schenectady? It's
not sven that nice g place to live, As for By name, I got it when I was 1n the seouis
I started calling my friend Frank Delella "FRUX" for no particular reason, and he
retallated by calling me BRUX. And (many older Doomies have heard the tale before).
1t STUX, {Groan.)

I hope you do come out to visit. How about between Christmas and New Years, when
1%11 bs bolding BRUX Con II? You'll get to meet several Doomles, Including John
Keiley, Mlke Barno, SErie ¥ane and others (anyone else who's interested should let me
hear 1+¢i). Maybe even Alex! Oh, and BRUX zontains a backwards "R simply because
What's the way Lt happened to bo spelled. )




From Fod Walker (8/27/83):

Dear BRUX:

.. oWith yospoct to the double-oxder things 4t is nol necessary for re tc xeconcile
ny cosmentd with VII.i. %hy ehould I7 We both acknowledge that the unlt's got two
orders. Thei’s not really tho isswe at all, and VII.1 ceriainly dues rot specify
that if a unit gote 2 orders that auy given action must be taken, doas At? The
elgnificant fallwre 1o vaconcile e yours and Berch®ss nelther of you has yet been
able to e}l me why thie ~pagly-wcitten order, which neverthelese can have only ond
nsaning” 18 wolded outl rather than followed, as required by the Rules.

EQ Jedry's article wes exiremsly well dono, Cood ideas, tow. I an flad to soe
someons olse in there telling peopls that the itey-bitsy stendby slot ion’t o0 bad
after all. Gaod show.

BAl1 Highfield...sigh... Used to be & liberal, got held up and then all upest by
the hoetege crisis, and sc becane a conservative., I must confeas T'vg heaxd some lame
oxcuses in my time, but theoe are positively guadraplegic. Cetting held vp with &
knife Ap your ithroat ie mo fux, of course, but thai's herdly a reafon o go out and
vote for Rounie Desgan. The nolicn that errant humanity is delerved by "hrutal force”
bhas long slnce boon shows iargely invelid. In fmct, Prustratlion~aggresslon theory
ahows clearly that tepwession actually incroases ihe incidencs of malfensancs in many
jnsiances. In facs, 1€ the penalty for armed robbery were the fane as tho pebeliy for
nurder, chances are Bill would have had his thioat out =0 there wouldnt be any witnesses.
30 ho's Lucky cux socisty treats thleves rather more lightly than aurderere. In any
avent, I wondor 1f 3421 has copsidered whotber Cuba or Kicaragua ox &y other countxy
1ikes naving zcmoone’® nukes held to thoir throats. Probably they don’t. And if he
changed his polivics bacavse he objected to a death-threat, then can ho blame them if
thoy d.» the same?

Bill, the only way & peat ithe fundamentalist fresis 1g to know more about the
Bille thoxn they do. Yon't hurt Youa . the teachlngs of Jesus ave the handbook
for the Libszmi movemeni. HoweveT, if you gat bugged by asomebody who thinks you ought
to go to caurch, Jusi remind them inat Jesus said (I°m parephyssing hare s very famousn
loglon). *Wherever (wo or ihpes  axe gathered togother iu ny name, 7 an thars &lso."
T{Really? I thought that was The Captaln and Tenllle!))

Konred is of courss right 4{hat throwing out a bad govsxnaent doss not guarsniee
you'll get a bettex replacsisnt. As the Franch say, the more things change, tha BoOLe
thay remain the zame. Certainiy the pressent govermmeut in Russia has moat of the sawe
fauite that the Tearist regise bed...but there is alsoc general sgreenint anong scholars
that 1t represenia lmprovement, however marginal, I don't telleve one cal yoully Argue
that Batista uwas betlexr then Caatro, por that Somoza was better ‘han the Sandinlatar.
Certeinly there is mo ipdication now that Cuba oX Vicaragus Are revwlutions waltdng 0
happen, a8 was the cass undcr . their previcus vegimes. Amd I think that Jismy
Carter’s historical image wlli brighten with time...as an exanple of whal might happen,
Harry Truman was not highly regardsd when he sterped down, MOX for a while after, btut
now he is ranked with the best, . .31 fact, his hisiorical stock now far outahines ibat
of Woodrow Wilson, whom he sc adalred.

¥Xonrad is yight that my articlas reminisce. Thail's dsliberate. There aren’t Rany
active in the hobby who remembsy the pre-1970 period; and I was active for mosi of 1t.
So I share my nemcries. It°s interesting that Konrad would say 1 wrote beltsr humoXx
than Conrad; actually, ¥ feel his wan better than mine. It waa very Pythonesque, even
tefove Python. But thexe ip nothing these days...or very 11£410... to mateh the sheer
qQuality of what was beling writien during 19631970, Perhapc the best, and the cloeest
%o ths o0ld school of humoy, 13 Don Del Grands, whose Life of Moaiy 48 abeoluisly the
funniest thing around today. Hls DipWars is hysterical, nis Dip Bowl is side-
splitting, and it is all very sophlaticated and got with thai dolicious aurs of canp
vnich is very much in the spivit of the 80s. LoM forewart
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Beyarlein's article was interesting...talk ahoui raniolsolng. I had forgotten the
gape) 1972 was not exactly & good year for me. Knight’s article was also &od. All-
in-all, #€3 was a vory nice iasue, even if 1t s purnle,

({1 enjoy the style of your articles, as they say a lot about the history of
the hobly. I regret not being around when psople 1ikw Corvad von Netzke were aciives
the next best thing ls oceeing their stuff reprinied end reading shout thea.

The badly written oxder rule has noiblng {o do with A Gre H (A Bul 8),
A Bul K (A Gre S). None of those four orders is badly wriiten st all,

So now you admit that the unit’s got two oxders, bBut you don’t think this iweds
to bs reoconciled with the rule that “a unit may be ordered to do only one thing on each
move.” Oh.

0f courss today’s Russian goveroment ia muvgimally bevtexr than the Tearist Togices.
In fact, it’s fur better. Shooting 269 people out of the sky is so such mope efficient
than killing them all one by ons with swoxds and pistols, don’t you think?))

Fron Jim Williaas (8/29/83):

Deaxr BRUX, -

Hexe is any vesponse to your poll, and a letter £illed with all kinds of thingssI‘ve
been saving up in my little head. Even though I'n nostly deadwood in Voice of Doom, 1
do keep up with the latest goings on.

Fixst off, Bill Hignfleld. After reading hie letiers in YD for a mille, I've come
10 the conclusion that he’s an obtnoxious 12ttls twerp, For some yeason, though, I
1ike him. He overreacts at timea to criiiciem, but he scene to have a devil -aay-carv
attitude that is different, perhupe even refreshing, I like reading your lettars,
Bill, but lighten up on the personal stuff and you'll have a much batter time and
oake a lot more friends in the hobby.

I can sort of relate to PAll'a feslinge he had when his 1ife was threatened ir a
hold-up. It wasn’t quits the sexe s Wit in the suamer of °76, 1 was driving to
ny girlfrisnd’s house (now my wife...) (for John Kador‘s benefit the gir)friend is
now my wife, mot hexr houme) ({(I'm glad to hear that your girifrierd aid nol turn inte
a house.)). Driving i her house was a Pive-minute hop cver the interstats normally,
but on this particularly hot August day it was no routine driwe,

As I was masing over the interstate on this day, I moticed a motoxoycle epseding
up the exit ramp up ahead to my right, 1 alowed down becouse, even though I had the
green light, I didn’t think the cyele would atop. As the bike reached the top of the
oxit ramp, the rider slammed on the txakes and came to a skidding halt next to an old
man in an old car. Before the bike had come %o a complete halt, the rider jumped off.
lstting the cycle fall, and ran towayd the car of the old man,

Needlsss to say, this action cuught my eye. As I drove past, I heard the eycliat
screaning at the man. The man in the car was in his late 50°s or early 60s, while the
motorcycis rider was arcund 30 and big. I°d guesa about 6°4v, 220 lbe. Well, this
0ld nan just iurned away from the rantings and ravings of the biker, but just as I wan
about to leave this excitement behind, ths biker gave the old man a shot to the head
with hia elbow. He followed that up dy dpracticelly diving inte the car, throwing
punches sll the way,

I couldn’t let this old man get beat up by thie hig young biker, sc I pulled over
and ran back toward ihe old man‘s car. I knew I wamn’t going to fight the guy, but I
thought maybes I could calm hiam down. I got to withiu about 20 feet of the action and
saw the helpless guy still struggling with the guy from the cycle. I yelled o the
attacker, "Hey! Take it easy on the ¢ld guy!™ ¥ith this, the oyalist tmcked out of
the 0ld man's car and faced me. In hie hand was a .45 caliber automatic shootin® iron,
and T was locking right down the barrsl of it.

The term “spimniag on one’s hee) cwuld have YZwen coined by someons walching my nexi
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move., Spin I did apd I muttered a "never mind" undsr ny weath and walled slowly away,
all the while wondering what it felt like to be shot in the back and expecting to find
out shordly. A volce behind me called out, "Call the policei® A young volce. I
hesitated, turned around (slowly this time), and stuttersd "What? (the “Sir” was
appavent, though unspoken.) This time I saw the cyclist speak. “Call the police!
This asshole tried o run me off the 1oad back there and then he pulled this gun on
ne. I had tc teke it aumyl® :

He hed to taks it asay. The 1ealization hlt me that the good guy had the gun and
1 almost fainted from rolief, I zaa as fast as my trembling logs would carcy me, to &
mearby house and I called the police. Just as I retuxned to the scems, five pollce cars
came to & screaching halt at tho ramp, The old man and his cor were noshere ¢o bs
foon, The young man had the license mumber, though, end in a fow short micutes the
cracy old buszard was clamped in Arons.

I learned a few things that day. Things axe not always as they seem, for one. I
alac learned thet I°m no hexv. I found that out right afier I discovered what it
felt like to have a gun pointed at my head, Tha gun was loadsd, by the way. Loaded,
cocked, and with the safety off. I reslize that my incident is not in the same class
as Bill's, but for thome long 10-15 seconds I was convinced that I was going to be shot
at by a devanged biker. Alsc unlike BAll, this incldent did not cause me to change
my politica) leanings. It didn’t even change my stance on hunting.

1 have to confeas tc being one of those sadlstic brutes who stroll thxough the
sildernesa blowing cut the trains of God’a creatures, for sport. There's nothing like
the fealing you get when you'rs stalking through the underbrush and a ring-necked
pheasant, spooked fron his hiding place, leaps into the air before you in frantic
flight. A 1ittls spocksd yourself, you bring the shotgun to your shoulder, popping
the safety off in the seme motion., You line up your fleeing prey in your sighta and
lsadling the target a bii, you sqeeze the trigger. The patiern frum your shell oxpands
ap it nears the bird, strilking him down with several critical wounds. If you've made
a geod shot, the bixd is dead bofoxo landing with & thud in the tall grass. If you've
aade a bad shot, though, you have to step on the bizd’s head, with foroe, unill the
struggling and wing flapping ceases, Hunting rabbits is pretty much the same thing,
and T usually bunt both rabbiis and pheasants at the same time. I really enjoy getting
back to nature, btroathing the fresh alr of the wild country, aad crushing the heads of
a few furry little creatures. You really should try At sometime,

Anothez topic I%ve heen meaning to address lately, cne which gets & lot of print
apaos in VD, is houserules. I personally think that players sbould be given as much
lsoway as possible with their orderss howsver, you feel quite differently. A Q¥ has
the right to run his gases the wey he chooses, so players mot wishing sirict (Ming
can play elsewhere, as you say. Mosi playexe wouldn®t worry about it, though, I know
I wouldn®t. I might make a note W be extrs careful in a VD game. I ithink Ed Wrobel®s
only crime was in being t0o cereful.  Indirectly, your own sirict houserules may have
oaused a viclation of your own strict houserules'! Nuff saild,

On {0 other issues, 1like Presidantial Politics, The gams hasn’t really begun, but
I'm already hawing nothing but fun, fun, fun. If you're running in the GOP primaries,
1’11 see you in November. I°a a Democrat and prond of it! This may turn out to be
the laat FEM gane I've played in ay 5 odd years of postal play, It%s a nice diversion
from Diplomacy, anyway, Jake Halverstadi seems like a great guy, and 1°'m looking
forward to some of hims other ganos coming up. Football. Stock Markat, etc. This PRM
hodby of cure needs more zmines and pubbers who devote more time to non-Dip actisities.

Getting to real life politics, mow, Mark Berch’a commenis last ish megarding
literacy tests for voting hit my nall right on the head. ((Youch!)) Most people
nowdays, literate or mot, get thelr information on candldates television. To
penallive & group of people whe imow as much a& anyons about ths candidates amd issues,
slmply bocsuse they cannot read is ridiculous, I°m actually bteginning o tike ol°
Barcehds, No; 1 toks that back. I guees I°ve always liked him.
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Last but nct least among my topice for today, I°d like to bid a fond farewsl) %o
our dear Alex, - Her column wes slways a tright spot amidet the turmoil and contxcversy
that 1s Volce of Doom. Dip players o need diversions from serious (?) gaming, and
Alex’s Colunn gave us ore of the best diversions I've ever esen. I1°11 miss you, Alex,
perhapd not as much as BRUX, tut I wlll miss you. Thanks for the tipe that wo did heve
together, you and I, It wae special, with a capital S,

That, Mr. Linsey, woaps up this leiter. I was planning on sending an article elong

soon, but this thing sort of took the wind out of wy sails. Pozhaps I°1) still gat
one out to you, but provably mot ir tiwms for the auniversary issus. Meanwhile...

({Thank you for your comments regarding Alex. YD loses & lot withoui her column.

Thank you also for the strongesat snti-hunting staterent made to date in yo. It
¥as, you Imow.

Your account of the enocounter with the old man and the motorcyclést was great,
and surprising. Glad you decided to share it with us.))

From Edrund Jedry:

Deay BRUX,

1 an enclosing this letter to supplement the formal evaluation I sent to you
earlier. I have boen aware of the debate surrounding the hold/support controversy,
and T would llke to state my opinion about that isswe.

Firatly, all active VD gamers ave playlng under the bylaws that you have estahlished.
When a player accepts the privilege of commanding a Great FPowsr in one of your games,
ha ox she must alzo accept the sole RESPONSIBILITY of following the rules and resulatlons,
including the ones conocerning HOLD and SUFPORT. If one does not, one 1s bound %o &t
Bymmed at aome point in his game.

Secondly, I think that «ll VD subscribers who are {were) members of the Armed
Forcas should answer the followlng two questionas:

1% Rhat would you do if you were ordered ‘o supporti a position?

2} What would you do Af you were oxdered to hold a position?

I have asked those questions to ssveral NCO's that I am aocguainted with, and 1
got basically the following two answers.

I found that when a HOLD oxder im given, the coamgander of the hold-oxdered unit
will iry to do the following: 1) set up now perlmeter defenses, 2) strengthen existing
defenses, 3) walt for new orders. ALL esnergles of the holding uait are used to "sit
tight and stay put”.

However, when a SUFFORT order is glven, men and support/cover fire are used to
21d a friend in an sdjecent ssctor. Exlsting defonse are atill malntained as &
supporting unit should alsc hold its current position. But any remalning available
resources of the supporiing unit that are not used TO MAINTAIN ITS OWN DEFENSE are
aprlied to ald In his neighbor's attack or defenss.

In summary, hold can be defined as self-support. But support means help your
nelghbor hold., -

Another point that I would 1lke to address is that of your rules. They are very
extenalve, true, but I feel that they have much foimelight in mind. By baving eo many
riles to cover a varlety of situations spelled out in black and white, you can avoid
many sensitive situatlons where you personally must resolve a prohblem. All you have
to 4o now is refer the dlaagreeing parties to a page and cite a rule mmber to end
the argument. This eliminates the possibility of you getting BYRWED by a sore loser
if you had to Judge-lt-Yourself. You can live with: being called a “Strict Wargamex®
tut it is nuch more difficult to live down a falsely stated accusailor like showing
playsr favorditliem.

Finally, I'd like to talk about the elimination of personal injuries from sll
Press Raleases. Calling the (ar of Russia a dirty-dog 18 harmless. FHowever, if
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John Doe 1s playing the Russian position and one calls John Doe a dirty-dog, I feel
that is injurous,

I would also like to mee the use of profanity eliminated from your zine altogether.
1 am not offended by it 1n any way, but based on the quality of VD and the intelligence
of the subseribsrs of YD, I feel it is unnecessary. Ilet's all try to wrlis 1n a classy
manner to reflect the claasy people We are.

KEEP UP THE GOOD WORKI§tli2tlety

{((Thark you! I apprecliate your support, though I disagree with much of your letier.
I iike a 1ittle bit of profanity sprinlled here and there, so long as it dvesn' t get
itut of hand. And I feoel that calling anyone a dirty-dog ls a compliment. noi an
nsult.

Your arguments regarding hold/support are new ones to me. I have never put much
stock, though, in reasoning which attempis to compare the game to real-life siltuaticns,
as Diplomacy is cloarly seant to bs very abstract.

Your comments about houservles are 100% right on. I think that most people who
dlsagree slmply don‘t undersiand tha purpose hehind them. Whe cares if houserule xxx
raver has to e applied ~- nobody loses so Jong as 1i"s therse and ready to be referved
to if neaded. Until now, people were able to (corrently) eriticize my houserules
tecause they are dlsorganlzed, Tut even that prohlem is solved thanks to Stevse Knight.
¥nen paaple criticlize them for belng too long, however, I can always just reply by
asking where I should start trimming them. Aside from a couple of "joke" rules (e.g
The North Atlantic Ocean is not a supply center). nobody ever has a good answer to
that, which proves my point.

Ges., Am I getiing worked up over this, or what’...))

From Peter Ansoff (8/27/83):

Dear BRUX.

The enclosed photo is a bit fuzzy (the cameraperson was standing on a pitching
dock) but it gives a good idea of what the ol‘ toat looks 1like. She hasn’t twen
christened yet, but unofficially her nane is "Hornblower”  The name seemed aprwepilate
for at least 5 reasons: 1) it's English, as 1t the boat herself. 2) Horatic Hornblowsr,
M, is a2 longtime herc of mine, 3) I kind of enjoy all the double-takes and turned
heads that she gets when among 21l the Q'Days and Hoble Cats-

1 hope that you decide to coms to MaryCon next spring; I was very lmpressed by
the facilltles and by the high overall quality of the convention., This tlme. however,
T think I*11 skip the marathon Rall Baron game!

My completed reader response poll should be snclosed. Just 1n case I haven't
mentloned 1t recently. VD 1s by far the best of the Dippy publications that I recelve
znd one of the few that I consistently read from cover to cover.

Good luck in your new Job. If nothing zlse, your new field should provide decent
job security. My girlifriend started ocut as a programmer 10-12 years ago and has had
no real problem finding Jobs in govermment or private industry. I like to give her a
hard time about working in COBOL ~- it takes a half a page of code to exscuts two or
three DO-loops (well, not exactly, bui...)

I have some further commentis on our A/F discussion. but I*11l mave them for a later
letter.

((D0-1oopa? In COBOLY?

Enjoyed the plcture of Horpblower: she has the same name as one of the math prof:s
at Albany State up here.

MaryCon looks very probable for me next ysary along with KaneKop 1t will probebly
be about the only convention I°11 te going to¢. I heard nothing but compilmeats about
the way Bd Wrobel handled it last year. See you there';))
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Systen Developers Frank and Melinda Delalla are pleased to

announce the succexzsful implementation of a new opsrating
systea named

KRISTIN NICOLE

The real-time system want live at 1811 on 18 July 19835. At
installation tiae the mini-mainframe had a fixsd record
longth of 20.5 inches and occupied 8 lbs., 0 oz. of mass
storage. Peripheral sensors include blue optical scanners.
Dark bxown hair covers the central processing unit and main
ROSROXIY.

The system interfaces well with ths pazent systems, who are
monitoring tasks and providing routine aaintenance. The
systea is apparently bug-free, although interrupts are
anticipated due to occasional dumps and overflows.
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Ine Toady of the Year Coniroversy J

The Toady of the Year Poll 1is one of many that would not have received a mentlon
in VO, oxcept for the fact that I scored a surprised upset victery and won, {¥Wellll,
actually 1t was a tie with Bob Olsen, but sveryone knows he doesn’t ceunt.) Also, I
might add that Alex finished second behind Kathy Byrne in the Tead of the Yeaxr Polli,
whir':h was run cencurzently with the cther. I'm sure Alex will croak when she finds
outs

Anyhow, i0 make a long story short, Bob Olsen, in his infinitely lrriiable genlallty,
is trying to deny me this tiny crumb of hobby fame by claiming that his vote wasn’t
counted, and since he voted for Jim Burgess, Jim 1s the rightful wluner. And naturally,
I and all the oiher loyal screaming Deoomdes who know what's good for them are xeady to
Zo to war over this.

Flrat up is Beb's leiter of protest to Mark “"Dead Skunk" Luedl, who ran the poil.

Dear Mazrk,

Just a shoxrt note to tell you that you made a mistake in the Toady Poll:. It seems
that you forgot to count my vote, possibly in a letiter or somethiag; I know tecause I
sent 1t in the day the poll was announced. Since my vote was for the only qualified
candidaie, Jim-Boob Burgess, as filrat cholce, and since I voted neither for myself nor
BRUX, this glves Jim-Boob enough polnts to 1ift him to the top spot. So I would like
to request that you check your files. count my vote, and put that toady sucker on top
where he belongs.

I don‘t want to have to appear to be threatening bnt just in case you refuse I am
calling for an ombudsman ir this matter. My selected ombudspersen 1s somecne we all
know, lovs and toady to regularly. Since ombudding is a transcendertly toad-llke
activity, you will in no way be surprised to learn that I am asking Kalhy Byrne
investigate this caze.

Sincerely yours,
Bob Olsen

Thie 1led to the following comments by Jim Burgess:

It has come to my atieniicn thst a protesi has been lodged regarding the conduct
of the Toady of the Year election oty Mark Luedi. If you had to take a wild guess,
which vile, disgusting. sycophantic slubberdegullion would you choose as the sludge
behind this dastardly deed? Thers are billy-uns and billy-uns of possibilitles In
this contentious hobby but the smart money would be on last year's whiner and
all-round poor loser...Robert Olsen! In this case, the smart money has it right.

The Boobd {I mean the only one involved in this controversy...that’s right, Jabba
the Olsen) claims that a "mistake” has been made in the Toady Poll., The only mistake
s that poor Bob didn°t win it ocutright, as he deserved, lLast year Bob threw z temper
tantrum because he dida't win, so now this year ho's bitching because he did (tled
for first, anyway. Bob’s mever won anything all by himself). And guess who the target
of Jabba®s viclous inveciive 187 Right again! Me!!

Naturally. Olsen has another of his lame excuseg for why I should win instead
of him. Poor Bob complains that his vote wasn'it counted and furthsrmore that he had
me a8 his top cholce for toady and didn't vote for Highfleld, BRUX, or himself. A
likely story, but let us examive this situation la & more glohal lLight before we
accept Bob's veraion. Mark has hinted to me that Bob's vole has heen “found™,
presumably in one of Bob's letters, probably in amell print or on the back of game
orders. Yet the deadline is passed, the resultis have been puhlished, and Zob's vote
has only been discovered after the fact. On whom should tha biame for this unfortiunate
circumetance rest? I claim; naturally enough, that it resis on the head of ithe one
and only, original BOOB, Bob Clsen!

let's go to the evidence., My firsi contention is that FEoberti Olsen dees indeed
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know how to read. I know that’s hard to belleve for some of you tut T belleve I can
prosent, suffliclent evidence to that effect., Bob has been known to write (frequently
profuse) letters and articles all over this hobby, Many of these writings even make
Some sense. I have never heard of a case of someone Writlng before they learned how
to read; ii seems impossihle. Indeed, Bob seems to have been sble to rezd the Toady
of the Year election results to a sufficient extent that he was atle to detemine thsat
his vote didn’t get counted,

Now that everyone grants that Bob knows how to read, I direot You to Thirty Miles
of Bad Road #12 (the so-called generic zinme, since no numbering appears on the issus,
but 1t comes beiween {issues 11 gnd 13 so I presume we may call it issue 12) on page
oine hundred eighty-seven (I*11 only call into evidence the alwridged version of the
zine that excludes pgs. 6975, inclusive). There, under the heading; ~--MAHK LUEDI
SEZ--- comes the following quote; “Even if you've already dropped a ballot (referring
to the Toady Poll, naturally) in the maill, do it again, ae I think a couple have been
mieplaced.” Did Bob do this {1.e. drop another ballot in the mall)? The answer scems
to be no. Did anyone read this statement and follow 1ts instructions? 'The angwex
Seems 1o be yes, I cite Bill Becker. In a leitar responding to my pleas to leavs my
name off the ballot Bill told me that he had mailed in a second ballot since Mark told
hin that his was one of the misplaced Wallots. So we have precedent and negleat. I
assert that it was Bob's fault for not making sure that Mark had hie vote. Otherwiae,
who knows how many other lost bellots are sitting around in Mark's files that could
be dragged out 50 or 100 years down the road. Mark's statement in lssue #12 shouvld
clearly be taken as a repudiation of any lost ballots. It may not be fair...but hey,
1ife°s tough, Bob. Take it like a man instead of the crybaby wimp that you are, That's
all I have to say fat this time, I accept the cholce of Kathy Byme as an onbudeperson,
but only if that’s agreesztle to Mr. Luadl. My feellng is that it should go baform
the officlial Hobby Pollster, but luckily we don’t have one (right Mz, Tallpereon®).

Sincernly,
Jinm=-Hob ‘
(ex~Toady of the Ysar]

{{I had been hoping to steer clear of Controversy in thie anniversary issue, but
this matter is of far too much consequence to ignore. How dare Bob Olsen attempt to
sirip me of what is rightfully mine ~- a share in the title of Toady of the Yeay® If
this keeps up I'm goilng to call By lawyer Mark Berch to defend me and then Bob #3111
be in so much trouble that he°1l have to make still gnother rllgrimage up the anoutain
(HINT! HINT!) to get himself out of it. .

Folks, ths true evidence regarding the outcome ¢f the Poil is right there for all
o read -« in the new, unabridged, comprehensive veysion of the VI houserules. And

Yi) houserules apply to gverything that happens, within the hobby and outside of it,

The rule in question in this particular circumstance, of course, is the one I have
entitled the "Greater Good" rule. Stated briefly (quite an effort with any of Ry
houserules}, 1t saye that the (M may toss out the rules of the game and CHEAT if he
thinks that the game will benefit from 1t, ‘There can be no question that thie ruje
was written with situations like this election prominently in mind.

It is, I contend, absolutely and undeniably in the intereat of the hobby's Greater
Good that Bob Olsen's vote in the Tozdy of the Year Poll not be counted. We have
labored far too long under the delusion that what Bob Olsen says should be given the
same weight as ths utterances of any normal person. Who among us has not read au
Oleen letter at one time or another, doubled over in a fit of uncontrolatle nirth, and
then, upon recovering, totally forgotien what the letter ssid to begin with?! The
evidence is unmistakable. Bob Olsen uses his boyish insouciance (deseription his) as
2 shleld to hide the fact that he never actually says anything! Therefore, all words
uttered by Bob, including his Toady Poll vote, must be lgnored for the Gmata;' Good
wi the bobby. And therefore. Bob aad I must remain the rightful co-wimners.))
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Ti's boen a successful game for you so far, You whesled wsud dealed ln lhe early
golng. and the alllsnce fornations gewerally turmed out favorabiy for you. C(ng or
two of the weaker players wexe wiped out, and you were ablo to toke advantage ol wars
among the other powers to uild up a strong positions in fact, you have become bthe
dominant power In the gZume. A8 the clear leader. you axe a threat to win. The protlers
ig, all of the other players seem to have reallzed it all of a sudden. The petty wais
ihey were fighting have spiraculously stopved and the whole rest of ths board ls
umiled wiih the goal of keeping you from winning. Undexr these suddenly unfavorahle
ciroupstances, what resources do you have that will work in your favor?

You must write, Only under very unusual clrcumstances can you afford o take on
the whole lot of them in a head-to-head conflict. If you are a great tacticdan with
at least 15 centars, and the opposition includes poor players, or unrellabie ones,
then your beiter play may tip the talance in your favor, enough to win a stralgnht up
fight. Bul you cannot count on this. The atismpt will be doomed to failure AT the
other players are at all awake, No, you will have to negotiale your way out of ihle
one -

Cne faclor 1s on your sider time, As the game years slip by, time will inexorably
take its toll on the alliance: they may screw up a move here and there dus to fack of
commumication, disagreements may arise as to who should get which centers, old
argurents mey flare. bovedom may =et in., Your Job is to accelerate tals process i
deteriorstion within the alliance. ALl multi-playsr alliances ave doomed o evaniual
tsllure {although sometimes the game ends first), You mus% hasten the dav of this
fallupe so that when it finally occurs. you are stlil uble (o strike auldly and
affactively for the win.

which brings me to the meat of this articles how do you unhinge a stop-the-leader
a1lisnce which hae formed agaliast your You must firsi locabe. and then wxplolx, tha
weak Yirks in the opposition., 'There are several thinpgs you can look for.

One weak liak may be a player who will consider taking second place to your wla
I¥ the guy 18 reasonally lavrge and getilng boved with the gome, hs's a candidate.

Wak on hin gradually. be pationt; the whole sltuation requires much petionce on

your pert anyvay. After every (yawn) seasop, dvop him a note to the effest that muy
ime he wanis Lo team up with you and end this farce, you're game, (A variatlon oo
s would be to promise him a two-way draw, let him stab his allies, and thon atab
nim for the win., If you tan make thls proaise with a reascnahle amount of ereilintiity.
this nay work with a suy who isn’t so hot on taking second to your win.)

Apother guy you should bs picking on is the sheltered pewer -~ the player ahw, &
s1tting back at the opposite end of tw board deing nothling because he has nc conaon
frontier with you. (If there isn*i such a country left in the game, too bmd. demwliners
oz ful. wdvance planning will help o ensure that at lsast one power remalns sheléo-ed
frop youe! Christ, man, that fellow has to be lmpatient for some ac tlen®  PTiiliiale
nis fancy, Lor crylng out loud. Write often and well -~ he 1g your best ally ab
this point,; after all -~ spouting grandtose plans for & great siab into the backs
0 the other members of the ooalition -~ an entarprise tw which you will gladly leund
ali poesible mssistance. Try o inject 2 “you and me agalnst the world” tone Aric weux
negotiating; after all:, be lmn't fighting anyone now, so why twatl him ge hoslille?
sust don't arrange things so thzt he becomes unsheltered frog you -~ this failal erzor
will allow him to play an active rathar than passlve rele in your demise. {loomleas
whes have read Randolph Smyth’s excellent article on the Shelteved Power will nets
hat 1 am here desceriding the same situatlon fron Ue opposite polnt of view.)

Other potentlal weak spets in the glllance would inciude slayers who for whataver
wauon bear grudges againet other nembers of the alllanws. Yoo ghould not lgnooe suck
sy einta; you must be soilively Jouiaring thedr Testaring.  Tnoan offhaid spnoed

famind the guy  who used o oown Belelum thai 3% s oign ity Bis. loasls Dear Thm
ot .

what As Franes rolie te do wiln 2ld Weese Tisels wfwosr box uys s fo Lo

Winoing Ageinst a Stop-tne-leader Alllanco
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piay with himself™ 'mon.,.© Play on their sunss of Fairmess: "Man, Cermany’s lhe
one whe stabted youp why take me down instead of him?e

dow bear in mind that if they’zre all competent and relizhle Players, there is
parhaps nothing you can say that will keen you from gotilng knocked down to size before
e alllance hreaks up.  Butb you must keop plugging away. Pocause the slllance will
dissolwe soonst or later, and you've got to find the ehinks In theiyr oxrwor. insert
Your chisel. and pry it apart sooner instead of later,
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Beal Putlishers Don‘t ... But £ Do

Alnwe

by He. Y

Heve 2ll heard about "rezl® peaple, Real men dom’i eat quiche, Resl extira-
torrestrials don't ghonz home. Deal Russians don’t apologize for eshooting down
anything.

But we'va Sut toat Ya the hobby. too. The following is designed iw e 2il o
good fun: 1n the spisit of satlye and kKidding around. It's not degigned w hurt ar
enteYrass anyone, oy 8plil any secyrets. OFf course, some of you aren’t golng to tals
1L that way, ave you? Tous, T'a golng 1o have to keep my identity ¢ulel for the iime
being until the coasi is cleaw.

Jonn Michalskisx  Reul diplomats don't need season sapargitions,
John Leedar:  Real Miliew Number Custedians don’t nead to give out Killer Numbsrs,
John Boacdman: Raal bobby-fomdars don't need the rest of e hobby.
Ed Wrobel: RBeal publishers don®t need sub raies.

Doug Beyerleins Rsal GMs don’% stzri iplomacy games.

John Carusor 2oagl BymeCous don®t nesd io be bugzad,

Hoy Henxlchs: Real Ms ave unconcarned with turnarcund.

¥ark Berch: Real publishers donté fool with gzames,

Handolyh Suyih:s Heal puldishers don't need tw publish,

Steve Huttons Real Canadians donit nesd a place to call home.

Herb Bavenis: keal zines don‘t Daed fo be leglhle.

Larry Peery. Heal sditoriziiste den’t get w the mlint,

Lon tiar:  Real BlCe dont vnesd io pinlish Bvexything.

Then therms are some others ¥hich L didn’t heer, Tt tnaybe thess guys could use
soine advice, or marbe they custil i be saying. ..

fruce Llnseyr Heal GMs den®t care how many tdnes s plece is oxdsred.
Jark Fleming: Bfesl trnvelers don't onme back.
Robtert Sackss lleal bigwigs don’t need tlitles or sub-sub-sui- sulcoanl ties s,

Ronetd (Canata) Browns Peal daddies don’t need tmby pics o remind themssiven of
what thelr kids look 13ie.

Woudy: Reel mines don't need suhwings.
nYiC Kanew  fea) publishers don®l vugs aboul thels grades.

e hea aboul this cua, Fros 8 s feal arviiele wrlters don't oste amut mettinp
the free Samupat !
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8 to Jorn Extrom for this sutmission... 6 3
Real Programmers Don’t Use PASCAL

by B4 Fost

Eack in the good old days -~ the "Golden Era® of computers, it was easy to sepurate
the men from the boys (somstimes called “Real Mon" and "Quiche Eaters” in the literature).
Duxing this period, the Real Men were the ones that understood computer progranming,
sud the Quiche Enters wers the ones that didn't. A real computer programmer sald
things like “I0 10 1=1,10% and "ABEND" (they actually talked in capital lettsrs, you
underatand), and the rest of the world said things 1ike “computers are too complicatod
foxr me" and "I can't relate to couputers -- they're so imparsonal®. (A previous work _
pointe out that Real Men don‘t 'yrelatd to anything, and aren't afrald of being impersonal.)

But, as usual, timee change, We ere feced today with & world An which 1ittle old
ledles can get computers in thelr microwava ovens, 12-year-old kids can blow Real Men
cut of the water playing Astaroids and Pac-¥an, and anyone can tuy and even undexstand
thelr very own Yeracnal Computer. The Real Programmer ls in danger of becoming e:tinct,
of being replaced by high-school students with TRASH~80s.

There ig a clear nesd to point out the differences betwesn the typical high-school
Junlor Pac-Man player and a Real Programmer. If this difference is nsde clear, it
wlll glve thess kids some thing to aspire to -- a role model, a Father Figure. It will
alao help explain to the employsrs of Keal Programmers why 1t would be a mistake to
replace the Real Frogrammers on their staff with 12-year-old Pac-Man players (at a
considerable salary savings).

LANGUAGES

The easlest way ﬁoi«llaFaalemmrfmmﬂmmwdiabyﬁmpmmng
language hs (or siie) uses. Real Progrermers use FORTRAN. Quiche Eaters nse PASCAL.
Nicklaus Wirth, the dosigner of PASCAL, gave & talk once at which he uas akked, “How
do you pronounce your name?* * He replied, “You can either call me by my narme, propouncing
it "Veext’, or call me by my value, 'North‘.* One can tell immediantely from this
comment that Nicklaus Wirth 1s & Guiche Kater. The only parameter passing mechanism
endorsed by Real Prograumers 1s call-by-value-retumn, as implemented in tha M/ 370
FORTRAN G and H compilers., Real Programmers don't need all theae ebstract concepts
to got thelr jobe done ~~ they are perfectly happy with & keypunch, a FORTRAN IV
conpiler, and a bteexz,

Real Programmers do List Processing in FORTRAN.

Real Programmers do String Manipulation in FORTRAN.

Real Programmers do Accounting (1f they do it at all) in FORTRAN.
Real Programmers do Artificia) Yntelligence progrvams in FORTRAN.

If you can't do 1t in FORTRAN, do 1t in assemhly language. If you can’it do it ia
assenbly language, it isn't worth doing.

STRUCTURED PROGRAMMING

The academlcs in computer sclence have goiten Into the “structured mrogranming
rut over the past several years. They ¢laim that Prugrams are more easily undorstood
1f the programmer uses some special language constiucis and techniques. They don‘t
all agree on exactly which constructs, of course, end the exanples they use to show
their particular point of view invarighly fit on a single pege of some obmcure jourmel
er another -- clearly not enough of an example to convince anyone. When I got out of
school, I thought I was the best programmer in the world. I could wrlte an unteatabtie
tle~tac-toe program, use five different computer languages, and craeate 1000-iine
mrograms that WORKED. (Really!) Then I got out into the Real World. By first task
in the Real World was to read and imderstend a 200,000-1ine FORTRAN program, thon spoad
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it up by & factor of iwo. Any Real Programser will tell you that all the Structured
Coding 1n ths worid won’t  .aslp you 8olvs & problem llke that - it takes actual
falent. Some quick observations on Real Frogramuers and Structured Programming:

Real. Programmers aren‘t afraid to use GOTOs.
Roal Programwmrs cun write fiveepage long DU loops without getiing confused.
Real Programmers liks irithmatic IF statements - they make the code more interesting.

Real Programmers writs self-modifying code, espocisily if they can 3ave 20
nanoseconds in the middle of a tight loop.

Real Progremmers don’t need comments -- ths code is obvious.

: Since FORTRAN doesn‘t have a structured IF, REPEAT ... UNTIL, or CASE atatemsnt,
Real Programmers dom't have to worry about not using them. BDesildee, they can be
slaulated when necessary using assigned GOTOB.

Data structures have also gotten s lot of preass lately. Abstract Data Types,
Struciures, Pointexs, Lists, and Stringe have become popular in certain circles.
Wirth (the above-mentioned Quiche Eater) actually wrote an antize book contending that
you could wrdie a program tased on deir structures, rather than the other stay around.
As all Real Programmers know, the only useful data structure is the Array. Sirings,
idsts, Structures, Sets -- thess are all speclal cases of arrays and can be treated
that way Just as saslly wilthout messing up your programming language with all sorts of
coaplications. The worst thing about foncy dats types is that you have io daclave
them, and Real Progrannming Languages. as we all know, have implicii typing btesed on
tho first lotisr of the (slx character) varistle name.

OPERATING SYSTENS

Whet kind of operating system is used hy o Real Programmer? GPM? Cod forbld =-
CP/M, after all, 1s healcally a toy opevating syotem. Even littls old ladies and
grade school students can undersiand and use CP/M.

Unix is a lot more complicated of course -~ the typlcal Unix hzcker never can
remember uhit the FRINT command is called this wesk ~~ but when it gets right down to
A%, Unix 13 a glorified video game. Poople don't do Serious Work on Unix systemsy
they send jokes around the world on UUCP-net and write adventure games and research
apers.

No, your Rerl Programmer uses 0S/370. A good programmer can find and understand
the descripidon of the IJK305T error he just got in his JOL mamusl. A great prograsmer
can write JCL without referring to the mamual at all, A tmuly outastanding progranmer
can find tuge turied in a § megahyts core dump without using a hex calculator. (I have
actually seen this dons.)

(5 18 a truly remarkalle operating system. It's possible to destzoy days of work
wiih a single aisplaced space, 80 alertness in the programming staff is encouraged.

The twst way to epproach the system 1s through a keypunch. Scme people claim there is
a Time Sharing system that runs on 08/370, tut after sareful study I have come to

the conclusion that they were mistsren.

PROGRAFMMING TOCLS3

What kind of tools does a Real Programmer use? In theory, a Real Programmexr could
run his nrograms by keying them inte the froni punel of the computer. Back in the
days when computers had front panels, this was actually done occasiocnally. Your
typical Real Programmer knew tho entire bootstxap loader by memory in hex., and toggled
it 1n whenever it got destroyed by his program. (Back then. memory was memory - it
didn*t go avay when the power want off. Today, memory elther forgets things when you
don’t want it to, or remembers things long after they’re vetlor forgotten.)
Legend base it that Seymour Crmay, inventor of the Cray I supercomputsr and most of Control
lata'es computers, actuslly toggled the first operating system for the (7800 in on the
front perel from memory whau it was first powered i, Seymour, needisss o sey, is a
Real Programmer.
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Ons of my favoriie Real Programmers was a systoms progranmer for Texas Instruments.
Omdn.y.hsgota.lmgdistanoeeallmaumﬂmmayﬂﬂahadmﬂwdinﬂwnlddlo
of Baving some important work, Jhmsblatompuirﬂndanagamrﬂuﬁwg
gatﬁngﬂuumrtoﬁssleindid:l/ﬂinatnwﬁmatﬂufmtml.npairing
system tables in hex, reading register contents back over the rhons. The moral of
this storys Meamalhomruwyinoludeaabmehmumprmudm

line to uss an 029 keypunch. mmpmmmmutmummwaom

work with a "text editor” program. Most sysiems supply seversl taxt editors to select
from, and the Real Progrommer must be careful to plck one that reflects his pexrsonsl
style. Many people belleve that the beat text editors in the world were written at

Xsxox Pale Altc Ressarch Center for use on their Alto and Dorado compaters. Unfortimstely,

and would certainly not talk to the computer with a mousa.
Some of the concepts in these Xerox editors have bsen incorporated into editors
rnning on more Treasonatly named operating systems -- EMACS and VI being Juat two.
The protlem with these editors is that Real Progranpexrs consider "what you see is what
you get” to be just as bted a concept in Text Editors as it is in Women. No, the Real
Programmer wants a “you asked for it, you got it" text editor — complicated, cryptic,
powexful, wnforgiving, dangerous. TECO, to be preciams. _
It has been observod that a TRCO command Soquence nore closely resembles tranamission

For this reason, Real Programmers are reluctant to actually edit a program that 1s
close to working. They find 3t much easier to Just patch the biuary object cods
dlrectly, using a wonderful program called SUPERZAP or ite oquivalent on non-IEM

5.. mgmmwnmtwmﬁmmmmMWMM
relation to the original FORTRAN code. In many cases, the original souree code 18 no
longer awveilatle. Mitoomstd.mtoﬂxapmmlikeﬁia.mmmﬂd

Some programming tools NOT used by Resl Programmerss

FORTRAN preproocessors like MORTRAN and RATFOR. The Culainegrts of programming ~-
great for making Quiche. See comments a.bwemstmchmdpmgrmnnga

Source language deluggers. Real Frogramuers can read oore dumps.,

Compilers with array hounde checking. They stifle creatlivity, deatroy most of the
interesting uses for BQUIVALENCE, and make it imposgible to modify the oporating syastem
code with negntive subscriptsa. Worst of all, bownds checking is inefficient.

Smwdsuaintainanmaysm A Real Prograsmer keeps his oode locked up in
& caxd file, because it implies that its owner cannot leave his lmportent programs
unguarded.

THE ERAL FROCRAMMER AT WORK

be ocaught dead writing accoui ta~receivable programs in COBOL, or sorting mallling lists
for Pe magazine. Ammmmumumm-mmgw

Real Programmers work for Los Alamos Natlonal Labdoratory, writing atomic bomb
simulations to run on Cray I supsrconputers,

Real. Progremmere work for the National Security Agency, decoding Russiay tranamissions.
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It was largely due to the efforts of thousands of Real Programnsrs working for
RASA that our boys got to the moon and back before the Rusekiles.

The computers in the Space Shuttle were programmed by Real Programmers.,

Real Programmers gre at work for Boeing desigadng the operating systees for crulse
missiles.

Some of ths most awesome Real Programmexrs of all work at the Jet Propulalon
Laboratory in California. Many of them know the entire opsrating sysiem of the Ploneer
and Voyager sprcecraft by heart. With a combinatlon of large ground-based FORTRAN
programa and small spacecrafi-tased assembly language programs, they are able to do
incredible feats of navigation and improvisdtion -- hitiing ten-kilometer wide windows
at S8atura after six ysars in space, repalring or bypassing damaged sensor platforms,
radlos. and tatteries. Allesgedly, onc Real Frogrammer maraged to tuck a pattern-
matching »rogram inte 2 few hundred byles of unused memory in a Voyager spacecraft
that searchsd for, located, and photographsd a new ucon of Jupiter.

The curvent plan for the Galileo swacecraft 13 to use u gravliiy assiat trajectory
past Mars on the way to Jupiter. This tuajectory passes within 8 +/- 3 kilometers
of the surface of Mars. Nobody 1s going to trust a PASCAL program (or PASCAL programmer)
for navigation to these tolerances,

A8 you can tell, many of the world’s Real Programmeys work for the U.S5. Governmeant ~-
nainly the Defense Department. This is as it should . Recently, however, a black
cloud has formed on the Resl Programmer horizon. It seems that soms highly placed
Quiche Eaters at the Defense Department declded that all Defense programs should be
written in some grand unified language called “ADAY ((r). DoD). For a while, 1t
seaged that ADA was destined to bscome a langusge that went against all the precepts
of Real Programming -- a language wilth structure, a language with deta types, styong
typlng, and semlcolons. In short; a language designed to cripple the creativity of
the typlecal Heal Programmey. Fortunately, the language adoptsed by DoD has enough
intexesting features to make it approachable ~- 1t's incredidbly complex, 1lncludes
mothods for messing with the operating system and rearranging memory, and Edegar
Dijkstra doesn’t Llke 1t. {(Dijketra, as I°m sure you know, was the author of "GoTos
Conslidered Harmful® -- a landmark work in programming methodology, applauded by
Pascal Programmexs and Qulche Baters allke,) Besldes, the determined Real Programmer
can writs FORTRAN programs 1n any languago-

The Real Programmer might compromlse his princlples and work cn something alightly
more trivial than ths desiruction of 1ife as we know 1t, providing there's enough
money in it. There are several Real Programmers tuliding video games at Atarl, for
example. {But not playing them ~- a Real FProgrammer kmows how to beat the machine
every time; no challenge in that.) Rveryons working at Lucas Film is a Real Progranmer.
(It would e crazy to turn down che money of fifty milllon Star Trek fans.) The
proportion of Real Programmers in (omputer Graphics is somewhal locwer than the norm,
mostly because nobody has found a use for Computer Graphics yet. On the other hand,
all Computer Graphice is done in FURTRAN, so there are a fair number of people doing
Graphics An order to avold having %o write COBOL programs.

THE REAL PROGRAMMER AT PLAY

Cenerally, the Real Programmer vlays the same way he works -- wlth computers. He
is conetantly amazed that his emplrnyer actually pays him to do what he would be dolng
for un anyway (although he 1s careful not to express thls opinifon out loud).
Ocoasioanlly, the Real. Programmer does step out of the office for a hreath of fresh

air and a beer or two. Some tips on recognizing Real Programmers away from the
computer room

At a party, the Real Programuers are the ones in the corner talking about operating
aystem security and how to get around it.

At a football geme, the Real Programmer is the one compaxing the plays agalnset
his simulations printed on 11 by 14 fanfold paper-:
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At the beach, the Real Programmer ls the one drawing flowcharts in the sand,
A Real Programmer goes to dlscos to waich the light ahows,

At a funeral, the Real Programmer is the one saying, "Poor Georgs. And he almosi
had the sort routine working before the coronary.”

In a grocery store, the Real Programmer 1s the one who imsiats on running the cana
past the laser checkout scanner himself, because he could never trust keypunch operators
to get it right the firat time.

THE REAL PROGRAMMER'S NATURAL HABITAT

what sort of enviromment does the Aeal Programmer function best in? This is an
important question for the managers of Real Programmers. Consldering the amount of
money it costs to keep one on the staff, it’s best to put him (or her) in an environment
whexra he can get his work done.

The typlcal Real Programmer lives in front of a computer terminsl. Surrounding
thls terminal are:

Listings of all programa the Real Programmer has ever worked on, plled in roughly
chronological order on every flat surface in the office.

) Some half-dozen or so partly filled cupa of cold coffee, Occasionally, there will
be cigarette butts floatlng in the coffes. In some cases, the cups will contaln
Oransa Crush.

Unless he is very good, there will b copies of the 03 JCL manual and the Principles
of Operation open to some particularly lntorestilng peges.

Taped to the wall is a line-printer Snoopy ealendar for the year 1969.

Strewn about the floor are several wrappers for peanui butter filled cheese bars -~
the type that are made pre-stale at the bakery so they can't get any worse while
walting in the vending machilne.

Hiding in the top left~hand drawer of the desk 1s a stash of douhle-stuff Oreos
for speclal occaslons,

Underneath the Orecs 1a a flow-charting template, left there by the previous
occupant of the office. (Real Programmers write programs, not documentetion. Leave
that to the maintalnence pecple.) -

The Real Programmer is capable of working 30, 40, even 50 hours at a stretch, under
intense preseure., In fact, he prefers 1t that way. Bad response time doesn't bother
the Real Programmer -- it gives him a chance to catch a llttle sleep betwesn compiles.
If there is not enough schedule pressure on the Real Programmer, he tends to make things
more challenging by working on eome emall but interesting part of the problem for the
first nine weeks, then finishing the:rest in the last wesk, in two or three 50-hour
marathons. This not only impreases the hell out of his manager, who was despalring of
ever getting the project done on time, but creates a convenlent excuse for not doing the
documentatlon. In generals :

No Real Programmer works 9 to 5. (Unless it’s the ones at night.)
Real Programmers don't wear necktles,

Real Programmers don‘t wear high heeled shoes.

Real Programmers arrive at work in time for lunch,

A Real Programmer aight or might not know his wife’s name. He does; however;
know the emtire ASCII (or EBCDIC) code table.

Real Programmers don‘t know how to cook. Grocery stores aren‘t open at three in
the morning. Real Programmers survive on Twinkies and coffee,




on life as their elders. Many of them have Dever seen a computer with a front panel.
Hardly anyone graduating from school these days can do hex arithmetic without a
caleulator. College graduates these days are soft -- protecited from the realities
of programming by source level debuggers, text editora that count parentheses, and
"user friendly" operating Bystems. Worst of all, some of these alleged "computer
sclentiste” manage to get degrees without ever learning FORTRAN! Are we destined to
become an industry of Unix hackers and PASCAL programmers?

From my experience, I cen only report that the future is bright for Real Programmers
everywhere, Neither 03/3?0 nor FORTRAN show any slgns of dying out, despite all the
efforts of PASCAL programmers the world over. Even more subtle tricks, like adding
structured coding constructs tc FORTRAN have falled. Oh sure, some computer vendors
have come out with FORTRAN 77 compilers, btut every one of them has a way of converting
1tself baeck into a FORTRAN 66 compiler at the drop of an option card -- to compile DO
loops 1like God meant them to be.

Even Unix might not bs as bad on Real Programmers as it once was, The latest
release of Unix hes the potential of an operating systen worthy of any Real Programmer -—-
tuo different and subtly incompatille user interfaces, an arcane and complicated
teletype driver, virtual memory. If you ignore the fact that it's "strucutred®, even
‘C' programming can be appreclated by the Real Programmer; after all, there’s no type
checking, variable names are seven (ten? elght?) characters long, and the added bonus
of the Polnter data type 1s thrown in -- 1ike having the best parts of FORTRAN and
;Baemblg language in one place, (Not to mention some of the more creative uses for

define).

No, the futwure isn't all that bad. Why, in the past few years, the popular press
has even commented on the br.ght now crop of computsr nerds and hackers leaving Places
Llike Stanford and M.I.T. for the Real World, From all evidence, the spirit of Real
Frogramming livee on in these young men and women:. As long as there are ill-defined
grals, blzarre bugs, and unrealistic schedules, there will be Real Programmers willing
to Jjump in and Solve The Problem, saving documentation for later. Tong 1live FORTRAN!?
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Truth is Beauty 6 q

by Ed Wrobel

Were 1ife only so simple as to present the truth as that which is most pleasirg to
the eye! If we need only set our eyes upon the facis, and feel pleasure or displeasure,
and then know surely in our hearts that we have the real from the feigned. Then would
our tasks be so easlly accompllshed and our burden so light that we would soar like
ths very birds of the air!

Alas, such can never be, for no sooner does one say, "There’s a pretiy pleture,
eh?" than the next says, "I should say not, for the shadows are ill-set to the 1ight!”
and a third says, "No, that’s not the case ~~ the colors are crude and garish.” Yhat
are we io make of this? Bach, in his own judgement, has the truth, not so? Yet they
share nothing, Is truth, 1ike beanty, to reach only so deseply as the outer skin? To
be found in the beholder's eye and no place else? To be go infinitely malleable as
to herd one into despair???

Fear not, friend, for despite our varying Jjudgements as to the quality of a thing,
slways will we agree as to 1is nature. A painting remains a painting, regardless of
diverse llkings and dislikings. In a simllar veln, a man's actions are an indisputable
fact, independent of the varlous meanings aesigned o said actlons.

For example, it is an indisputable fact that a player of NEPTUNE submlited orders
of A Bul H (A Gre S) and A Gre H (A Bul S), This player resigned subsequent 1o a
referse's interpretation of these oxders. Much dlscussion has been had over the neanling
of the actions of the player and the xeferee; with no resolutlon satlsfactory to the
various partles tc the diepute. May we suggesit an entirely new, albelt impmobable,
interpretation of the facte? We would be hard-pressed to gather proof of this
interpretation as it is based solely on idle speculatlon.

Let us assume, arguendo, that sald player submitied the instant oxrders with full
prior knowledge of the xeferee’s adverse action. Absurd? Perhaps. Why intentionally
discharge a flrearm in the directlon of one's lower extremity? To attaln some end
greater than the preservation of the extremiiy, of course, What could such an end
be? To avoid military service, to quallfy feor handicapped auto plates...any nunber of
goals. One might even have wished to encourage criticlam of the referee, especially
if the referee has borne similar criticism in the past. In fact, the player himself
may have been acting only as a clone in the hands of some greater power, parhaps a
loosely-knit organization of supernatural beings resiRing near the Atlantic Ocean. Then
agein -- could not the referee himself, bearing some antipathy for persons
certain to join in the criticism, have inspired the player-pawn's action, in hopes of
later presenting himsslf as a martyr to the cauee of falrness and objectivity? Can
we be certain that the clone-pawn actually exists and ls not a fabrication of the
referee and his "enemies”, whose common goal is propagation of the most complete
deceptlions?

Alternatively, perhaps the pawn exisis, placed the orders in good faith, expressed
his indignation and then was prodded to tro by the referee; thus he could have had
both feet shot by the impattial umpire. Fantastic!

But no, it appears that nothing can be sald with certainty, except A Bul H (A Gre 3),
A Gre H (A Bul 8). And the meaning of ihose cryptic symbole 1s shrouded in quasi-
legslistic obfuscation. We have only the fact that they were written. All else ls
nystexy.

((Would that T could write in the glorious style of Ed Wrobel! He's a masterful
maker of the meaningless metaphor and & powerful propagator of the polysyllable. (Why,
pray tell, dare I even try?)

The readers may themselves evaluaie the meaning of the above, All that is known
1s that Bd gets three free issues, two doulle orders, and a partf¥idge in a pear tree.))



Assorted stuff sent in by Flumpher T. Quiddipoo, Jr., and Michael Ditz

DETERIORATA

™ OPLACIDLY AMID THE NOISE &
WASTE. &6 REMEMBER WHAT COM
Y FORT THERE MAY BE IN OWNINC. 4
pucee thereol, Avowd quiet b passtve persans unless vouaren
need of slecp. Rotate vour tires ™~ Speak glowingly of thase
preascr than voursel and heed well theer advirc cven though
they be turkeys: know what 1o biss and when, "™ Cousidur
that o wrongs nieser make 2 nght but that.three do.
Wherever possible. put people on hold. Be comforted that
an the Luce of all aridity & disillesionment and dospate the
- changing fortuass of time. there s alua ve adng fortenc m _
© compster mantenance. * Remember the Pocblo, Strive
atall tenes 1o hend. fold, sprdl . & mutilite. Know vour
sclf: of you need help. call the FBL. Exercn: caution in your
duly aflairs, especually with those persons closest ta vou,
That kkmonan your feft. for instance. Be assured that a
walk through the ocean of mos: souls would scarccly get
your fee1 wet. Fall notn love therefore: 1t wall stick to yuur
face. = Guctfuﬂy surrender the thengs of youth. birds, clean
air. tuna, Tarwan: and let not the sands of 1ime gel in your
hunch. # Hice p:oplc with hooks. ** Fors good time, .l
606-4311: ask for Ken, Take heart atmid the deepening gloom
that your dog is finally getting cnough cheese: and reflect that”
whatever ensfortuac may be your lot, it could onby be worse
. mMivakee * Youarea fluke of the smiversc: you have
norght to be bere, and whethe: you can bear 1t or not, the
vauverse 18 bughing bebund your back. ™ Thercfore make
« with your God whatever vou concerve Him to be: Haury

wederer or Cosmic Muffin, "> W:tlluﬂ s hopcx dreams,

promascs, {5 urban rencwall the world contioues 10 deteriorate., .

. Cw:up. R - BY TONY HENLEA

FOUND IN AN QLD NATIONAL LAMPOON : DATED @72

Fof Better of For Worse
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"Mamntenance? We ve had a computer matfunction,”

by Ltynn Johnston
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From Konrad Bauﬁeia'bar (9/’36/53), Part IIX

Dear Bruce,

Rocaived your latest lssue a few days tek. Commentary seems like the obviocucs
reason for writlng you.

oo cMexicans “speak the same language"? Not as the Anericans, except for certain
southern areas of the United States. As the Central aad South Americans? Perhaps so
(Brazil spesks Portugeuss, though, and in many parts of these amas it 1s impossille
tc get by with simple Spanish; to this day, you have to know the various Indian tongues
U you wish to converse with the natives), but then the same reasoning would annly tc
tlindly following the ideas of Grenada, which I rather doubt we®ll do.

Endorsing scholarships based on a person‘s race or sex or brand of underars
decdorani is raclse; pure and simple, If Gary is really in favor of a nallon of equule
(vhich can never really be the case, but 1t’s a nlee goal to shoot for} then he wiil
support scholarships on the basis of ability. His rationnle -- they were discriminated
against then, sc now let‘s discriminate against whites instead -~ 1s common, hui totally
indefensitle on 1is face,

Huch more fun than to simply contrasi one form of vacimm with another 1s to see
how ruch individuals are willing to glve up for these goals they spesk so highly of.
For example, th» Xennedy family epltonizes dishonesty, haughiy egotlsm, a fabulous
11festyle made possitle hy the ili-gotten {11legally-gotiten, partially) gains of aun
old bootlegger. usurer, and caplitalist —- and, extremely liberml political opiniuns.

T wondex Jjust how long these oplnions would last 4if the United States natlonalized
thelr Hyannispori estate and tossed them out, replacing them with ten tlack famllies
who have lived on welfars up until that time, I doubt that they would take this sort
of "Jjustice”, which presumeily Mr. Cougllan wuuld espouse, at all lightly.

Thers are lois of these iypes ~- Jane Fonda ic one infamous example ~- of psople
Wno have made their fortunes in capltalist Amorica, and now that they are as wealthy
a8 they can bocome, are 2)i in favor of a socialist America, whore the other weal thy
and powerful families are pushed down.

Would Mr, Coughlan volunteer his job and hls house-trailer and his xerox mzchins to
an underprivileged black fawmily? Wwhy not? It is possible that he will insist that
this is his Life‘s work; he has eamed them, No awrgudng with that. Let others
earm thelr share. That’s a falr shake of what America is all about.

Weli, that should do it. Now see, was I nasty w Gery at all? I wes just argulrg
agalnst the sort of reverse discrimination that he happens %o ba so hot for, that‘s
all. I would argue the same were he George McGovern. Nothing personal at all.

{{No, you weren‘t nasty. Debates like this are welcome here any time {even if
oy letter columi is disgustingly politics-heavy). I think Gary has clarified his
positlon well in this issue, I am against the things I thought he was advocating,
but 1 cannet argue, say, with a scholarship glven 1o Wacks by btiacks (and anyone
else who chooses to support it).

Jane Fonda 1s a dirty word around here. Thanx Yor writing.))

From Mark Berch (9/29/83):

Dear Bruce,
Some of your younger readers have put forth the notion that raclally ilnked
scholarahips are a new concept, and only work to the henmefit of minorities. Talnt sc.
wiiel I Was an undergraduate, I looked into the possibllity of finaneizl aid,
learning what I alreudy suspected, viz, that family income was too high. But the peopls
at the ofilce urged me to check out the "restricted” file. These were acholarships which
had no requlrement of nesd Tut had some other cestrictions., There wara qulite a faw of
hese. Oxcept Unr the flrst one listed Below, I don®t vemember rhe spacifics, Wt
Wds recreation should glve you and {den of now +they worked.
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1. Parent or grandparent was born in one of three specific counties in Irelard,

2. Bo a music major and have atiunded a certain hiigh schocl. in Orange County,
Califormia.

3: DBesn on the golR ieam ail scheol for at least three yoars.

You get the plcture. There were several that required the raciplent to bte Jewlsh,
These are not strictly speaking racial, but, at that time eapecially. black klds jJusti
d'dn* ¢ piay golf, for sxample.

This iz just cne aspect of a wider problem. Most kids get, in effect, scholarships
{rom their parents. If you look at the age group who put their kids intc college
{taslcally, males in thelr 40s and 508), the income for whites of that age 1s MUCK
nigher than that of blacks of that age. (And why is that? That's where your “grand-
father” comas In, Bruce, Thess sffects can go way back.) Since their incoms is much
higher, they ave in a much botter positicn to provide scholarshipe for their kids. There
ara other factors as well. I really don’t want to get into a long discussion of this,
80 ['1l Just say that by and large 1 agrse with Coughlan, and for many of hls same
reasons, If part way thru a race, you discover that ome of the horses was wrongful Ly
sareylng o much weight, and slipped tehind as a resuli, you can’t just say. "Two
wrongs don’t make a right” and only equalise his welght. If you do thai, he siil}
suffers from belng behind, from having carried too much welght earlier in the race.

Tou have to go furither than that.

{(But dc you go so far as to penalize the offspring of the other horses in subsequent

TacesT )%:d ¥robel gave a slmllar sxample, so I°1l reply in more detail following his
lattenr; ),

From Erlc Kane (9/12/83)
L]
Jear Bruce,

1 just wanted to drop you a note about the last issue ((#83)). Espocially e
Highfleld's latest letier. As you well know, B111ly and T have Teen “"feuding" of late
in both our respective zines, as wall gs in YD. The latter, though, has been pretty
much one-gided in that Bill writes ito you and expresses anger towards me. You
may also know that this all started out in fun, but Biil actually seeas o be nad at
ne and I'm starting to get tdired of not responding to him. Sti1l, I won‘t stodp o
nudslinging as he has done. It i3 hard for me to know hov to deal with Bl I don't
know 1f it is betler to strike back in a mean and viciocus wamer: ignore him totally,
or try and make a Jjoke out of whatever he says. I supposs that if Bill sontimues to
make comments about me and about others that I oonsider friemds, I will have to make &
declsion of some sort.

By ihe way, Blll, one doesn’t have to live in Eaglend to like the English {much
as I'd love to 1live there) and I doubt 1°m the one who has any growlng up to do.

But I°11 let my woxrds speak for me and I expect the same is irue for you. If this is
the case then let's just let the realers of our ' veises declide for themselves.

inough negative stuff. As usual, I found VD very entertaining and am continually
aved by the vast volumes of material you produce each month, Kewp “em comlng.

{(Well, since B1ll‘s nol a subber here any more. we don't have to worry aboul
hle abrasive comments in the future. I'm sure it's obvious to averyona by anow that
E1ll has a lot of maturing %o do. My advice is to ignore his rantivgs till he grows
upo I think your pon-response to his repeated barbs says a lct about you.

England® I'd like to vislt, but you‘d never get me i live there, and the reason
18 the horridle climate. (Then again, who T am to spesk, living in the Northesast
s I do, right?) I llke ths Englisah culture and people, but the rain and eensral
dampness would do me in.

iest volumes of materisl™ V¥he, mae?))
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From Jim Meinel {excerpts):

lJesr Bruce,

I've been getiing YD for a #while pow and 1¥ you wani Lo know shai my impression of
it 1s, okay.

I've never played in a game but from what I galhar ihe games are Jusl as good as
anyons else's 1f not better. 7The so~called "strictusss™ or absolnte achersncs to
houserules 1s not to my liking and would probatly ( though not absolutely; keep me frum
Playing thers. But aside from that Ive never seen any r2ason to think the games
vware not well-ruul.

I’m glad you went to ditte. When you sald one time that you sometimes spent 1/3
of your salary on 1t -~ yow! I gag on $40. To each his own, bat still I welcomed
the switch to ditto.

sool really used to chafe ai what I saw io be the editor’'s large ego, Lut as of
late with all the shit flying around in the hobby 1 see that a big ego 18 not a big
problem compared to other things. But your constandt, ravings aboul biggest sample
nalling or most letters or most peges or :md most read \n North Amarica ate. ete. jJust
arn ge off. Maybe I'm just more sensiilive to that sort of thing, Anyway, that realily
gged me til)l just a bit ago. How, it's Just a pevrsonality quirk, rather bamless.

You devote a lot of emergy and time to the zine 2nd 1ike anything clee one gets
one what they put into it. If vou hit 100 and oycud I'm sure you'll bacome unsuvpaseed
in shesr output over a long poiicl of tims. As much asg some people mey dislike ¥D.
it is the closest thing to the center of the hobby ({ Mliegiiule)} {D¥ not#lthstanding;
and since BE folded).

I wili be able to visilt some hobby blggies 'his December, T am flying to San Diegs
on busineas Dec, 5-9 and I'm planning on stopping over the weekend after to visit Rod
Walker, Larry Feery and whoever else shows up {Sherwood?). They may try to have some
sort of con golng ~~ I'd settle just 1o sse the 200.

({I've teen there myselfs spont a full day In faet. It's a terrific experlence
which you won‘t forget. The zoo, that is. :

I appreciate your comment about the "csnter 27 the hobby” (even theugh [ couldnt
resd all of it)., but in falimess, twi honor belongs o Huropa Express with his high-
quality product, almost universal admiration, and high degree of Turopeun contacts.

And by the way, with this letter I zm wroud %o anncunice that [ have sel a NOW .
ALL-TIME RECORD ¥OR THE HOBBY! I have now turned off 48 people with ny constanti
boasting, a mark which may never be reached by anyone else. Thanks, Jin, for your
help in atiainlng thls menumental goal-))

From William Christopher Seth Affleck Asch Lows (9/29° S3}.

Greetings, BRUX;

Thanks for ihe sample of The Voics of Doost. Well. I'm a bit shovi on money. “ut
if you want to trade for mny "C.F. Machiavelll” . Mwn floe. ..

Maybe we should shoot to kiil ur yons who goes “aster than 55 m.p.4.” Hecenidy, a
double~tank tyuck wipcd out my CO's Joep while we ware In a miiitary coavoy aad he
signaled (hand) & wurn at a "no Pasiing" scne. The irucker ressed anyway, golng about
80--90 mop-h., and the 00 and his driver almost were Killed {1uckily puiled through ).
Amerlcans have 11ttle respect for spsed limitss we should have used our veapons oa
the fucker, |

Incidentally, don't pass military ccovoys, 11°s 4ilegal... {Melw: Ty a corporal
in 44th Field Englneor Squadron, a miditla walt In Trall, Britlsn Coi-mbl’a.)

{(Sorry you can 't sub now; you gel this jssue foir wrd ting in. Wililam Christopher
seth Affleck Asch also asked me 1y piug hie 70 F. Machlmvedl T o mold Oswmle
Convention™. Wrlie nilm al 2206 Lanisl 5t.. fxall, B.0 . “CANAUA Yin LI
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From Kevin Stone{d) {(&/14/82), ot

Dear Mr. Candidate,

How the hell are you? 1'm sorry I didn®t get into the Fresidential race, wul I
an ready to become the next Al Davis, Are you entering a ieam in the GFL {{tmnzo
Foottall league, :un by Jake Halverstadi. No, I'm not.))

Wiy Aidn’t T get any ersdlt for the Jones Beach sand? After all. 1t #as my idea.
how about a llitle compensatlon? Since you’ve sot so many Thiety Miles Brovuie Foinis,
how about giving me ons? o

How 13 the job going? Any regrets as the school ysar siarted? Lifs here as 2
senlor 1o great! My classss this semesisr aren®t sasy. but they are al) lateresting.
Next semester ['ll need 16 credits and thsn 1t's out intc the real world.

On to #33s

H111l HEghfiver 15 he more than balf English or less than half Knglisn? He zaid
almoet half in VD and over half in Anduin. As for ihe mandstory driving teusts, the
cure 1s vorse than the diseass. After all, i4f every [emphasis Bi1)l's uot mine’
citizen bae to take g driving imst every five ymars, you'll have hiind panple, S-yusi
oids and Kerne quinlan benind i@ wheal. Serdously, 1t does scave me 1o ses all Ui
idbots vwho drive around rpow, bl think sbout your ovn &iving test -« Dow tough 8 i,
and how many josers would 1t wesd out? Also, it would add tremendensly w the cost of
2 license. A betler sojution is to fhuive evervone to tzlte 2 driver edocntion course
before they get a license. 1 know I'm a good driver and ons of the ressons 1x that
want tuwough the toughest and best driver ad classes in New York Stats. Wny s B4l
o 3ot on DHIs” He wante {o lowsr the first UNT convicilon Trom & moaths fost Licensa
W iwe months, Also, what‘s the matter witvh the sscond TWI convicllon boing a falony?
I think a year in Attlca is worse than losing your llcense for two ysexs. As fur the
55 mile-an-hour speed limit, why is it .ou zlow? Becauss it saves anergy and liwas?

Mark Berch: EKight on abouli the literancy test!

V) Housarules: I°ve been iooking through your housemiius trxylng o figure out
dirtich une you are philoscihleaily oppesad . I need those Brownie Polats' I°ve
narrowed 11 down to threeq

IXL,I You are philerophiwally oppossd to Zastern Standord Tims asd wish we iag
Taylight Savings Tlme ysa round,

R

¥i.A.  You are philusopblcally opposed to changing anything a player seuds in,

including the spelling of hils press. ATter all, it could be cometrued as ¥ interferance.
o

VIL 1 Yon'we always wanted to wuild an fniand fleei, tut neves s the oiuwna ol
vow want to see that nodody ¢wis to do it.

Wali, do T win? Huh® Flease. please, pretiy please? Wik a cherry on top?  Fiw
anybedy cul there want ¢ comaer? or 1ifs in the Soutimsst or Paeifls forshwas
i*m getting a real Jjob in June and those are the bteo arwas of tiw country I'm leakiws
al. ‘nything. pro or con, wouid e welcome. Well, its tiwe &0 2iL the Caleulus noni.

Take care, BRI and I hope I get a chance o beat rour bradins oubt in Fooibali.

ara

ad
[
#

{{Nah, I stayed ou% bocause I didn © wani to embarxass you. Just dreft ail i
cowboys and you'll win, though-

You've nol muessed the ciber VI houseruls to which ¥ um philesonhlcully sereoesd.
I1t's the ome wilch permits press W be made oraditlonal upsn ordere of the Same season.
Hark Bereh pevouaded me to put L1 In Lack when ¥ started (Ming, and LL's staved iharw
aven since, a nothersome food particle stuck amidst the weth of my houserdes, W
sat enough of a nulsance o extract. I°vs oven had two 0x three pluyers take advattays
21 the rulo ever the pest four yeazs.,

I think we snowld have bousd
pen’ dien for Az, all thatl am

sladed e dyenk o Inoompe fens dntvesr

maebe tough Avdeing lawlis, and 2000
oy e antEl semec oo e B gt




From James Wall {9/20/83}¢ /0

BRUX,

First off realize that this iz written in response to the 1ssue #83 letter wolumn
which means that thexe may W lnfo from later issuss that I'm not aware of,

The letiter by Rod Walker was intewvesting if a b5t unrealistic in content.
Spacifically in reference to his view of the United States® attitude toward communism.
I'11 take the case of Nicaragua first. BRealize thai this is not just amother 1o a
serles of Marxlst nailons that the U.3. is driving into Russia®s hands. That in and
of 1tself 1s g misgulided fallacy. They have in thelr nailonal anthem a llne that
speclfically ¢alls for the dowafall of the United States. When you combine this with
the documented zid that the Sandinlsias cre providing for the guerilla terrorists in
El balvadeor and the fact that the nodorates amorg the orlginal Sandinistas were driven
cul of the govermnnment, one can only conclude thst ihey aye oppronents of the U.3. Now
whal =:hou'1d ba done about them shoxrt of sending ln the Marines? You fight fire with
fire, in thls cgse al d.il’lg the Contras and the other guerilla movement {whose name
slips me at the mement). Thic keeps ther unctalle and less able teo stir up trouble
for us. This may stray 2 litile from that letter, btut Rod should be aware that ¢
ration that has slipped behind the Iron Cugtain has emerged since the Russian Revoiution
when Lenin swept inte power. Now, except for Blrchers, everyone yealizes that commmisn
1s not monollthiey tut I ask, does that make it less dungerous? I argue the opposite,
5o fact; that 1t 1s move to e fearsd as a result. Remember, oftentimes words, nol
bullets and swords, will win a war and the fact that Marxists are split keeps ihe
ldeology from hecoming old hat. The U.5, has been, and still is, too complacent in
iis view of communlsm. The newspapers regularly ignore gross violations of human rights
if the Russians perform them {witness the chemical warfare in Afghanistan and in
G-un‘:x:dia} yeil relentlessly attack the Reagan administration for producing nerve gas.
Like it or not we elther stand up to international tullles or we will get hloodied
and beaten by then.

Belng a Folitical Science major the next area of comment ls a litile easler 1o spesk
about ~- tla Electorzl Cellege. There are vaery good rezsons for seeing to 1t that this
American institution 1s mzintajined {even Af the votes go automatically instead of
wasting money to have actual electors). The Electoral College in fact protects
Amsrica®s voters. The interests of the minority can in fact be onhanced by it and
tiere’s how. Take famers first. They are not statistically a large secicy of the
voting populaticn and cexrtalnly cannot match the urban veoie, yet tholr lnterests are
importani because avery state has electoral votes. Norih Dakota farmers are a lot
more Inportant electorally when electoral votes back up thelr votes. Without sadd votes
why bother® All thai reeds doing is to flood the big cliles and large medla markets
with visiis and money fo carry the election (assuming the candidates are both competent) .
The North Dakota farmer becomes stetisticeily and strategleally worthless. PFurther.
minorities can impact more on candidates when they have a state’s electoral votes
behlnd them. Who can afford to ignore 40% of Wew York? No one. Ilastly for now, the
Electeral Gollege pratects the publle from voter fraud. It is generally
agreed now that the Chicago cemeterdss won Illinois for J¥K and wore iikely the
difference in nutionwide vote totuls. With the Hlwctoral College Keunedy won Illinols,
ut without the Collegs, it would have won him the slection. what would that have
sa1d aboul the American electoral syst,a-n'? Those corpres in all 1llkelihwod gave JFY
nore Wwtal votes. Do you really went ‘o risk that in the future? Besldes, why change
sometiing Wal woxked for 200 years with onlv a slight mecharlcoal zhanga? Rod is
perfactly vorrect about the Hayes/Tilder election. The states, nol the Collega, falled
Finally, and scariest to me, would be #he iucreass of single lasue veiing in the Lnited
States. Candidates would have even wore ‘ncemivu oo curry tholr fower due teo the
nmbers ey carry. Do oyou soally Wi t 28 Jeu’ 1—.‘5“&’1; Jasse Jackeon., and
Judy Guidapith lacremss L Imporiarie msent ol leove” T dont b
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spresd of commmism.

{45 my ceaders kiow y nov, I shars your concewn For ibso
On the Eleciorsl College, I disuzroe willi youw. Ui 38 trus that the spiatem hge
{for the st parti wovked for tio gundired years,  A0d3 i 4s true wial certaln tiny
i fnportant minorities -- 1ike the Tarmers in Forth Dakobs .o sre glyen more power
than they would have in z direct poDvisx vote, Sut I am phtiosophically oppesed to
a sysien that welghfs somsone’s vote mere heavily slnply becawse he happens to Live
30 Alaska rather than California,
Urfalr things cen Faopen with s elactorat gystom We have now, Lo, It is 815y
Sandldase could win over 70% of e voles In the countey. and stllil
lrs2 the elecilon bechuse ithe voitos were dairiiuted wrong.  Not 1lkely, but possible.
bs for the Blectoral Sollege proteciing ilwe voiers from fraud, what aboub the cecasional
elezior who decides 4o vole his cwn Way rainex than the way his state voted? This
ras bapuened efcre, and I cringe to think what would hagper 1f 11 occurved in a year
where oite candilats won by oue electoial vote! (Ac bually, 7 don‘t cringes 1I'd love <o
e 14 as peovle wonid finally realize how foolish the wiole system readly 3s.)
Anyway, velcoms to e zine! Happy Doomying. })

Lo show how o

From John Yadors

Dazr #RUX-

Ay wife and I just got back from three wesks in Feru and T thought you night 1ike
my impressions. Perg 18 g desperatsly poor country. That all=pervading fact makes
Life diffionlt in many ways for American {ourlsts. Cn first Inpression, it scemed that
L was always telng ripped off, Venders would shorichange me. Texd drlvers would
overcharge. Boggars and shoeshine boys sere alvays around me. Shoeshine hoys Hare
censiant mulsancs. And I aluays wore Hike running shoes'

L suppose 14 couss fron the Tact that most Americans who make 1t to Peru are
neonceivably woaithy by Peruvien siandards. 1n comparisor 0 the LUnited States,
pPrives are stwnningly lower and, feeause of the inflation. getting ilower, The Poruvian
Monetavy widv. re sSol, went for about 1700 Sels per doliar when we zyrlved  Three
weaks late:, ihe exchenge rate was 2,000 Sole per doilar. A good dinner cost about
4,000 Sols with wine o magbe 700G, That's less thoo 54, and 24 Was very easy lo gnit
a dacert chicksn dpney for § 300 Sol. A newspaper cost 53 Boiy & movie, 900 Sal; a
sond wetr of shoos 25000 Sol. Hany working people made il2se than 10,000 Sol pex
weak.  when ¥ exchiznged money. the vank gave me a lot of 10,000 Sl notes. T had a
hard tine petting people to accept 1t.  They comldn’t muke chaonga .

telng conslderad a representative of the Uniied States isn‘t always a very comforiable
fesellng In Latln Aperica these days. I felt uncomfortable. The truth ls tha i President
Reagans policy ‘oward Latin ameriea in feneral and Pesu in parbiculzr encourages,
rather +han dialnishes, the poverTty.

One of the most unplaasant aspects of heliy seen as “a rich gringo,” ia that most
peuple tend Lo treat you as a stereotype. One result; gvavyone tells rou what they
think 1t is you want to ear. Onos I asked a tour gilde LY a train would get in before
S¢QC B, YOn surc. ™ he sald. ay though he kunew full ell Lt wouldn‘t zet in before
7100,  And, to bs falr. Le probably would get upset 3f T acoused him of lving. He wagm,
by bis lights. just tiyireg to be acceaodating.  Bub it really got to be fliresome to
persuale people ihat I realiv wanted to lmow the Lruth, the facts. I didn 't need to
he pampered.

Traveling In third wrld countries is d4¥7icule, Ve took Sugssn. ftralns, and
vienes, The tvailn: were fun in a sterileg sort of way. The trains resder up and doun
e Andos. AL oos radnte the traln was 16,000 feet abore Sea lavel . AL el altltude
any peopls getoa 1ivlle falnt cren bhe iaek of oxygen. Stewads nre tralned m
rerogniae the ayaptoms and diey have 13iiie toliive of oxvgen tuwnl inay admintsler.

The LAt tude sickness o ealled " scroche. © My wife Coirenm it T Aldw
Rave 4 problen anless o tpled in b acilve

bravsling Uy cTape ag o fiu s very wolmitiva  Tenn mwes gl o6 b osage o ok
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They are st1)l not computerivzed, so tiekets are wrltten by hand. PFlights are cioses
two hours before filzht time.- On the othex hand, they don't feel the nesd to sores+
pecpls or luggage. Ne hljacklings yet on AeroPeru. Baggage clalm is Like a catrtle
call. The passengers surround a pit filled with the luggage and aboutl ten porters.
Bveryons yells and points, irylng o get the porters to find their haggage and bedns
1t around. It*s a system to maximize tips for the porters. It's a real joke, with
dozens of psopie yelling, pointing, and gesturing wlldiy.

Lima 1s a blg, sprawliing, ugly city. It is a dusty city and very nolsy Milliona
of cars zlp around, all with busted mufflers. There’s absolutely no regard for
pedestrians. Outside of the capital, Peru is quite lovely. The sncw-capped Andes
preside over green couniryside and a brilliant tlue sky. At the high altitudes of
such places as Arequipa {10.500 feet) and Cuszco {12,000 feet), the sunlight is much
stronger. It's very easy to get sunburned. When 1L°s summer in the U.3. , it's wintar
in Peru. It was gquite refreshing to get avay from the heat for a while,

Of course, the blg attraction of Peru is the Incan rulns and archeological treasures.
1 got a new appreciation for the Incan cwlture. It was a very sophlssicated cultwe,
capable of astonishing feats of engincering. Some of the Ican mouwntain trails aie
5till belng used. These trails have carvefully carved steps and ladders, stonewsrk s
carefully fitted together that no mortar was necessary. Youw'wve heard of Machu Flehho .
of course, I4's a recently discovered (1910} Incan clty of some unknown mirvess.

1175 an incredible fortress bullt ca & sloping mouwatain. Flrst they lerraced 1i. then
bulle aczes of connected struclucres: residepces, tempies, Kitchens. sven jalls ang
torture chambers. No one knows the purpose of the fortress. The only human remains
found at the sltv wese the skeletons of aboui itwe dozen young women snd girls. HNo
men sl all.

I had a chance to explore the countryside and ses how some peorie’s 1ives haven't
changed for centuries. There ave still farmers without electricity or sven grass in
the windows, using oXen to pill plows.

Tt*s gotting late so I'11 end this. Hesides, T want to go oui to the beach and
waich the first night lsunch of ithe Space Shuttle. 4is you know, we novad o Malboumile
2 few days ago. HMelbowme is about 25 miles south of Cape Canaveral. We Wought & house
about four hlocks from the beach. So far it's Deen groat,

({Good luck in your new home. One of my long-tlme anbitions 1s to travel abroad.
ut I've never made it out of the US or GanaGa, other than some twlef excursions inie
Mexlcan border towns,

If T wers to visit a countyy such as Pexu, I'd Like to avoid ihe large 2itles as
ruch as possitle and visit the countryside, It sounds to me as if that ¥ag the hest
rart of your trlp. The Andes and Inecan rulns woulc be high on my list of prioriiies
(sigh). So would restaurants, outside the major tourisi areas.

Thanks very much for sharing your experiences with me and ny readess. Your lLester
was different, and very enjoyalle. ).

From Judy Wiasome (8/29/83):

Dear Bruce,

Enclosed is your reader respense poli. I dreamt of Alex Lord last nighi. In my
dream her tengs came down past her rose. I don’t know what woird Freudian slgrificance
that has. Your readers can have Tun with thai. In my dreas T helwed Alex's mother
select an anlique Scandinavian dzesder,.. This hobtby may te getidng too auch if I'a
startiug to dreap about it. 1 think the prospesct of Vi viithout Alex was powerful. encugn
to brirg about the drear.

Pescry thinks I'm mot Jerzry Lucas. He says [ was i Masrondoneos T.

{{Femcy thate 1T think thal Aler weutl rowd mwfully oocanpge sl moo s sub Pow
a3d you kpow tial rer pother 1o an antlose holfo 0!
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Dear BRUX,

Once more into the breach, on ihe subjeci of .n~ or mislabeled unit~types,

To recap, fhe lwsue 1s whether or not an order o “A Mar” or just "Mar” is a legal
ordexr to a Flest in ler. The Rules clearly Indicate that tho unit degignetion 1s nowu
required: your houservles specify that 1t is, Hy original guestisu {}’2 #81) was:
"anuWAY.:odo you Feel 14 necessary (o inpose an arbiirary rule on your playsrs; even
though it isn’i{ In the rules and serves no other useful funcilomi™®

Your iaitlal response was that having the unlis }labeled mads 14 rossible for you
to iype the adjudicatlens without referring to the lasi season s adjudicatlions. I
pointed oul (VD #82 and 82) that this made no sense bccaise you had to refer to the
previous season’s adju@lcatlons anyway to determine which units were mislaboled. You
thereupen conceded this point and raised three others, namelyt

1. "But if i wers to insexrt an "A" or "F", I would then be changing what the
player wrolte down. I view that as M irterference.®

2« “This is far from belng ihe only point on which Allan Cailhamer and | disagree;
lock at the ban wn negotlations bafore rveireat and ad usiments, eg..."

3. "3 8Llll see no reason why...a player canncl take the time ia get hls orders
rleirte .- Personal preferenve and a1l that..."

{Quotes from VD #83, pame 27)

You can’l be serious aboui the flrst reason. 'Trs Spring 1909 orders that J
sutmitled for ONION were. & Ska-Hwy, ¥ Nwg S F ske-liwy, A Swe O P Ska-Ney. What
appeared 1o ¥D #83 was: F Ska-NWr {F BWC S, A SWZ 8). ‘That was 2 lot moxe “interderence”
thar slwply sdding an “A"  or “Fnid

Regardlng your second waBon. I absolutely agrse that there is nothing wrong wiill
changing the huiles 17 1t resulis in a Letiter, more ntermasting game Without giving any
pPlay=r an unialr advantage or disadvantage. 1 agrea alse that allowing negotiations
pefore rotreats and adjustments does muke for a betier game. Now then: how does
ehanging the rules’ requlvemenis for labeling uniis create a betrer game? ‘fhe primary
effect of Wnls chenge s to cause more unordered uniis ard nore Tuies disputes -
do you regard lheso as deslralile changes? Referving task to uy 2riginal cuestion,
#het “usefule function® does thls change sorve?t

Youdr ndzd reason is the mosht interesting. When you speak of a player gutting hils
ordere "right”, I presune that you intend “right” to mean "in accordance with the VD
houserules™, since an order to au unlabeled or mislabeled unit is *right" accoeniing to
the Ruies o Diplomacy. In any event, you geem to be saying that youx “personal
preference” iz %o hold players %o a higher standard thaa is regqulred by the Rules.

OK =~ %ut o whal end? To quete Rod Walker (VD #83, page 14)r "...are we. as GMs.
runeling a gepe or are We cunniag o veformatery Yoy ted kilds who canl’ t write their

vrders cormecily? Are weo really In the business ol punishing those who can 't turn in
perfect urders time atter tlme?" Ax far as I can pew. Bruce, you are in this buslness -~
Jou make arblirary wules and ther .xnallze people for not Tollowing then.

Trr sumparizes 1t appsars o me that you have, via your housewles, changed the
Rules in a way that does not improve {and actually ‘egrades) ihe play of tie gawe.
You have cffsced no veason for doine this,  3lthei, other than that 11t is your
"persanal prefervece.” (Mo valid twason, ithat is.} In other words, you did 3t
simply because you like 1o make rulss.

Comments?

({Me¥ like o wake rules® How Jare you. ..

I'm dead scrlcus about my *ivst jsacen. T wlll not chepge what a player wrote
down. Oh sure, D710 ablireviais Ris orders ta conforme o my mwthod of typing R #ame
reporis, bat I sen't change ihe ordes lteelf.

Mie dacond and thrld teasons aie nore oo less ed towsther,; 1 thing that tbe
Ionli by ol the upit 3 & dewesdare pard of an exdey o« T wnow, 1 sarv. The dulgs
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Bay otherwlse, But ‘o my way of thinking, i1t{'s the unit that®s receiving the order,
not the space it occuples; and to me i% lmproves the game to require thls imfomation
correctly written.

(Sigh) I concede that you have outmaneuvered me logically on polnts 2 and 3 (tut
not on 1} however, I etill retain my owm views as to what makes a "better game". You
may be able to defuse my logiec on this metter, but %o make me change on this matiex
you*d also have to dig deep down into the very core of my psyche and manipulate my
emotlonal complexion and altexr very own unique personal style.

Uh, yeah, dammit. I like 1o make rules.))

From Steve Langley (9/9/83)«

Dear Bruce,

Welcome to the wonderful world of data processing. If I may be so bold as to offer
unsolicited advice, read the COBOL mauusl snd the COBOL Progragmer®s Gulde and the Job
Control Manual from cover to cover. DPon’t worry about comprehension. Once you‘ve
been working for a while, reread all three. Wlih your bent toward precision you wiil
likely be a good programmer.

It has teen my experience that the good programmers have only one common quulity.
They all tend toward a "literalness of mind“. Lucky you.

Hate to say it, but without the backstabbing, namecallling feuding of several lssues
back, I don‘t find as much interest in the Gossip Column. The only decsent spot
was Konrad, and he's still beating a dead horse.

I agroe with your assessment that CMAW should have escowed higher ir the Runestone
Poll., I think Konrad®s far past publishing protlems hurt him. Back when he was
ssarching for a means of repro, the zine was often late, poorly peproed (upslde-down
and mixed pages, stc.) and that turnmed a lot of people off. Konrad wae also evincing
the "philosophy" that he was pubbing for hlmself and a small circle of friends. That
also tumed a few people off, Now, GMAW is dittoed, and well presented, with some of
the more unusual writing in dipdom. If he keeps it up, he'll rank higher next year.

It will be interesiing to see Af his atiitude toward the Poll changes.

Oh, congratulations on your own showing in the Poll, Consldering the fleld of
really flne zines this year, anyone who made the tcp ten has something to feel pmud_
about.

{{Abeolutely. You are right to point out that GHAW has shown a defimile ilupxovensot
in recent issues. I think 1t will rise significantly in the Poll Af Konrad keeps 1t
up. He 1s a very capable publisher and it shows.
Your advice ie sound for any new programmer. the flrst time through the manuals,
ny comprehension was next to Zero, hut it has Increased wlih experlence and now 1
find them a very useful reference i my work. Thanks for writing.))

From Ed Wrobel (9/4/83):

My Dear Linsey,

It is with great interest that I read, somewhat belatedly (these southern climes
do relax one), VYD's debate over the disenfranchisement of uninformed votars through
application of llteracy tesis at the polls. I find myself in agreementi with many
of the arguments set forth Ly the affi:matlves and, yet, 1t is obwicus to me, and, I
would think, yet moxe obvicus to such fine mlnds as your own and John MacFarlane s,
that a4 literacy test 15, alone, insufficient to ensure that the Agnorant do not Infinence
the governing of the United States of Amoeriea.

Consider, for axample, my own mcther. How, I do not wiash to speak 1ll of my cwu
flesh and hlood but I would be tess than frank Af 1 did pot admit thet my ovm heloved
mother As utterly incapable of grasping the subtleties of Mr. Reagun’s acopemic program.
She 1s, and has been for many years, a humble, but honest, factory worker and obstinately
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holde that the president’s plan 1s wrong-headed simply tecause a mere 1 out of 10
Americans is unemployed. Granted, the perceniages are much, much higher among
tradespeople. factory workers, adolescents, blacks, hispanies and females, and much,
meh lower among whilie sale Republican corporate executives; tut hey, these guys have
higher living expenses. How elss could the system functlon so amoothly? Ky moiher,
simple woman that she is, is indeed literate and under your proposal, would be permitted
to vote agalnst the president, under the nistaken notion that he is not pursulng her
interosts and the interesis of her class. Yei, 1f she only possessed the extensive
knowledge of econcmlcs and the keen Inslight of a Stockman or a Laffler! Then she
¥ould undexrstand the necessity of sacrifice on the part of the working class { jusi
temporarily while the benefits irickle doun from the corporate executives supra) to
atlone for years of self-indulgent, budge t~-busting spending on the part of Tip O0'Neily
and his 11k, Simultansously, she would surely realize that it is imperative to Dursue
our defense bulld~up at all costs, to maintaln access to international markets and to
save the good people of EI Salvador Trom gun-toting Russo~Cuben bullies. But such 1s
not ot bha.

HJow, then. o keep her from veting” May I suggest that we retwrn to a very old-
fashloned idea -~ an idea that the anclent Greeks, the founders of demceracy, held
dear” Government, after alil, 1s not a right, but a privelegs, to be exercised by
responsible citiznes, not just by anyone with crazy ldeas about nuclear freezes, In my
expellence, the most responsitle of citizens are white, male property-owners over
whe age of 40, These individuals are gererally prosperous and setiled in 1life, carry
1o axes to grind, and are not deceived by paseing politlcal fads such as the “Women‘®s
Movement." Yo restrict the franchise t; thls select group may seem 1like a reactionary
step, particulerly to those hysterical indivdduals who may be under 40, or non-white,
or female or poor, iun ihls age of free~for-all; glve-avay. classless ~soclety utopiantsm.
But the wisdom of such a proposal 1s clear io those who are ahle to weigh the matter
objectlvely. It was sufficient for the anclent Greeks; 1t should be sufficient for o
natlen 7ighting for its very LiBeriy against Sandinistas and Kadafi s, Restrict voting
to the wlsest in soclety and the result will be the wisesi government: a simple
Proposition wlth a simple result!

{{(Danni I wilgh I had been alie to coms up with such a logical argument in favor
ol preserving our democracy by disenfranchizing those who would, through thelr votes,
deaion il.  You have rade your points very persuasively. The libarty of the individual
can only be safely preserved if 1t is entrusted to the right peopls. Weidl done, 3d, )}

From Mark Frueh (8/31/83):

Dear ERUX, :
Thanks for the sand. It made me feel closer to New York. God help me if T must
be closer L that Thomas Swi{n)d{1)er!
I enjoyed the last issue. How come Steve Knight writes to you? I haven't heard
from him in a month and a half, We of the Madisom Moh love to laugh at cupcakes!
Copgratilations on your new job. I hope you 1liks working there. Best of luck.
U’m staxrting to look for a jJob fur next year In the 5i. Louls area. Know anyone
who ueeds a clvil engineer with a strong background in bydrology and ccastal engineering?
Better yet, know any Dip players?

{{Check out my address 1ist this issue, especlally Mait Fleming and Rick Ragsdals.
A&s for your guestion on civil englueering, have you tried the Federai Covernmendt?

You may aleo want to wriie %o Doug Bayerlein; 1 don"t know if he can be of suy help,
but hds fleld 1s very similar to youus.

Cupeaks and I are a nalural peirs he writes to me hecause nowhere else can he @et
the natural hlgh of aditing such extensive houserules. T made hiw wriie the Crigirs
articie by throeatening nevsr to send hin any mre mules,

Glad you're an enginesr. Tladder si'l) inat you're clvii.l:
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Here's what .got us all started over 20 years ago...

%
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Box 22, New Yecrk 33, N. Y.
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May 1963.

PT3TAL DIPLOMACY

In Xnowable 3 a proposal wes made to begin playing by mail
the bhard game Iiplomacy, The rcsponse to this proposal has led
to the inauguratoicn of GRAUSTARK, 2 magazine of postal Divlomccey.

. The m»~st enthuslastic responce came fr-m the Zast Patersen
Dipleomacy ¢lub which, according t» Allan Calhammer, inventor sf
the game, 1s the first formally orgonlzed Diplomacy club. Cthers
Interested in trying 2 few games ol Diplnmacy by mall include
Derelr Nelsen and Pave McDaniel, Addresses 0# 2ll respondents
are listed on pages 2, :

I have tentatively undsertsken to provide a seb of rules for
“ne play »f postal Diplemacy, and to serve as Umplre for the first
game, 1 will also supply rule books and maps at cost. It is
recormended that anyone undertaking postal Diplomacy should get
the game board and pleces, which are 37,50 from any large depart-
mept store ar from Cornwall Corpe, L8 Wareham Street, Boston 18,
Masse Fowever, if this is financlally impcssible, I can prdvide
rude beoks at 1 each and maps at L/ sach.

Fostal Diplomacy will be played under the following rules:

L) The rules ©f acrodss-~the-board Diplomacy will be followed - ..
as far as 1s prsctlcatle, PP

2) The entry fee for a game will be 31, payable to the Um—

-pire. .The Umpire is obligated £~ rep~rt to the rlayers after

every move .on the ouicome ~f thal mrves

3) A1l carrespondehnos ielatiag Yo the game, among players or
between players and the Umpire, shall be by first-class maill,

%) The Umpire shall announce a deadline date fnr entries.
Upon this date, or upcn such earlier date as he recelives seven

ntries for the game, he shall assign by let one country to each

riayer.  le Shal§ then 1nfayrm the players which country each of
them will play, and glve the name, address, and country of each
of the other players,

5) Three weeks will be allotted to the players for their
first move, and two weeks for each subseruent move. All playsrs
nust send thelr nmcves to the Umpire by these deadlines, For

example, suppcse that the Umpire sends out the playing assign~

ments on January l. The first moves of each player must reach
im by flrst-class mall n~ later than January 22. The Umpire
will Yhen compare the moves., determine which are possible, and

- report the orders and tr-op movements t» the players. ' The play-
erst next moves must be sent to the Umpire no. later than February

6} Flayers may meke alliances among ©thémaslves by private
correspondence or cther ferms ~f contect,

7) The Umplre!s repnrt £t~ the players shall include an ac-
count of all orders and the movements which he judges %» be ocon-
sonant wlth those rrders acccrding tu the rules of the game.

8) If a player dres nct make a move during the required per-
led, eclvlil government will bve assumed to have collapsed in his
country for that mrve, ar Aacaribed on p. 6 of the rules, This
does not affect hls right t5 take part In subsequent movess
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TTe rrves wiil ha tried rut fn a uemn Can whiek this fs
bhiuveo B 28 an invitatime Any ne wh . wishes {3 take nars
in this gale should send his entry fee so that it arrives by
May 25, 1963. If seven entries are recelved befors that time,
tre game will be begun when the sevenin arrives,

The ol'swing pers~ns have expressed an interest in postal
dipleomaey, Uuless another address is glven, the player lives

in Hass_ DPaterscen, New cersey, and is a mumoer of the Zast Pater—

son Divlomacy Clib, '

< n Brardman, Bex 22, New Yook 33, N, Y,
T2 Bulmer, 138 ILincoln Ave.

nay Ezpgermont, 113 1111 Ztreeb

-Richard Frobose, 1534 Boulevarnd

. varies C-ldman, ﬁS Familten Aves,

Scuart Keshner, 1024 Elmwood Terr,

Fred Ierner, 152-B Ivnor Ave.

- Teith Marchese, 10 Zasbt Washington Aves ,
Drnve McDanlel, 6275 Iem:ign Drive, San Diego 15, celif,
Derek Felsen, 18 Granara Blvd,, Scarbore, Ontario, Canada

Cdward Beckiling 16104 Donor Ave,

Den Vandermast, 104 Ieo~ 3troed

SUn

FRID LERNER: "It might be interesting o publlsh a "news-
reper" which would contain players: propagandn, and serve as g
» 77 wvenlele for negntiation, intimidaticn, ultimatums, ete, This

s could b2 a jnb »f the umpire, one of the players, or a.neutral
LT party. ™ . : -
L o %0 2)DAVE MeDANTEL: "Itm sure I could get-a couple of the L, A,

4 &fénuinto_iﬁ,OQSuggegt you start as Umpire, then the winner of cach

ST £r¥s: - gerve as Umplrae for the next qame or pass the duty mn to ann-
TrA ther willing playores.Count me in. . '
e -
L

GRAUSTAEE ;#1

cckn Deardman
ZoX' 22, New York 33, N, Y,

IFRINTED MATTER ONLY
REETURN PC3TAGE GUARANTERD -

el elisnn

. ~ an
10 Srancrd miva,
nearbaro, Oniario
Cinefin

((A Bit of hobby history for you fans. The previous page and this one are a reprint
of Graustark #l -- the very first issue of the very firsi Diplomacy zine -- BL) )
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The Poil Resulis! 0D

The results ifrom it Roader Reaponse Poll I senti out two issues sge are n. A of
Netober 10, 1983, I had rsseived back 69 ballots. Thanks to all those who took the
time to respond. The resuiis follow, together with some of your comments and a few
of my oum.

1. Flease rate the reading aaterial in ¥ by placing oug check lo each row.

Enjoy very much Enjoy somewhat Neutrald Disiike
8. Games and press 293 22 143 2
b, Articles generally by 23 L 0
c. Gosslp Colum (letiers) Lgh 1 13 2
do  Alex’s Colusn 13 28 22 5
e. Uarioons 33% 22 i1 i
f, Found-table dliscussionsn 38 22 6 1
(a.g. the telephone article}
g, Contests 1?7 27 20 i
3o YL on ihe whole 43 13 0 9

Additlonally, thore were spaces labelsd “you name it". The othexr iiams peopls
listed under “enjoy very much" or “enjoy smmewhat” were as followa: humor, hobby pews,
envelopes, Wulk, eand, YD people, staples, Cynthla, Sherry, editorials, anmcuncements.
reliadbiliiy. krazy envelopes, front page stuff, unpredictadility, controversy, con
revlews, Lzle George report; the latest “Bruce news", BRUX Speaks, BRUX’s humor, frunt
Tage ramtlings, Jane Proskin addrese stickers. humor avticles, puzzles, advice (suti. us
Edpurd Jedry's article on the successful siandby), the froot page, other people’s gmiws,
reliabllity and prompiness, cost, BRUX®s cownenis, “my name in print” ((sorry, Churf,
I'm not gowna print your nawe!}), BRUX Spesks (sometimes), “your jobse", aml articles
on CONnS.

The other ltems that people listed as “neutral" o "dislike" were: HRUX Speaks
{usualiy), the front pauge, no table of conmtenis, PRUX Travels {{ihat‘s BRUX Goes
Wandering. =n old feature which has been dlscentinued)), Hruce Linsey, anybody that
looks like ¥ruce Linsey, mand in en@elope, rsprinting sltandby list, feuds/personality-
relaied crap, hobby hiatory from the "60s {yawn) and polls, feuds. houssrules; smecial
"humor™ lesues, pollileal discussions, Rod Walker's thaology, stendby lisia, sand,
avallabilltiy of games, stampe {need more verlsty). bad gosslp, special zines without
$AmOE, Press.

Some of the other comments submlited in weepouse to this questiion:

Joan Extrom oa contesta: Haven’t sesn any yed.

Jim Flnley on sound-talle discussions: Neutral beccusa T den’t evan read them.

Tiz Allen: What carioons?

Jefi Punches on conississ  We need more.,

Rich ®ellly on ceatestar [ haven't participated in any contests. buv I enjoyed
readting the Great [iploratic Coupe.

Ronald Browm on conitesis: Wilsh I had time o do shen.

Bob Sweeney on Alex’s Uclumne Try to change her nind about quittlog’

¥alth Desler on round: thtle discussions: Beut pars.

Tave Klelman on cartoons: Haven®! seen many.

Robyn fMaleys What coulasts?

Judy Wlnseas on Alex's Culawse VLD wlsa vor
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Felson Helntzman on cartoons: (Enjoy very much) Farticulariy Mark Paul's spoofs on
ERRIBSa

Ty Hare on wontests; Moxe!

“eve Angles I find T don‘t follow othey games oo much. Perhaps now that mine‘s
aver thet'll change.

Jeff Punches: I'm gonereily high on ¥Dr therefore the hipgh marks. You do a good job!

BRUX '8 comments: Wo major aurprices here. I was very pleased with the parks for

the Gossip Zolumn and ¥D as a whole. ‘Therw haven't been ver'y mzny cartoons or contests
lately, a2t evidenced by some of the comments. Alex‘s Colvmn asuffered Tor a couple of
rvasons: Lt doesn’t deal with Iiplomacy, s0 some of the hardecore gamars don’ i care
for 3t. and many of her bstter columns were bafore guite 2 few of the recent subbers
came on boavd, Siill, a substantial majordiy of readers enjoy it slther very much

or somewhat. And every single respondent snjoys VD ou ths waclel

2, Tow do you feel about YD golag dittor

10 T itke the 2itto formas and am glad BRUX switched to it.
2 T don' hamve o slrong preforsnce one <2y or ihe othex regarding ditto.
._6% L don’i coye for ditto, tut since 34 Saves BILX megabucks, it s 0K oy me.

}é: T disliko &ttt aod wish thaf BRUN wovld awiten back io affset. even if it means
an increase in orice,

Conments save as £ollows {numbers v parenthasos indicats the choice number that

tho persca chosel:

Den Dal Grande £33 Ditic s occasiogully too hard to resd.

Peter Ansoff {3}« snything is betier than rveducad priat.

Klke Barpo 72), With it's financial sffacta, I'm glad you switched.

Michasl Dits {3 & 4}y T prefer the old neihod and would pay more btut Af you save
negatuciks then that‘s 0K too.

Rich Rellly {2): If ditto saves you money, then I say great! But 1 ilked the old
lonk better.

Edound Jedry (none): I oaly saw ditto, no opinton.

Mark Johneon (1)s When readahle. Doing Lotter,

ob Schmmk (2}:  Conaldering postage on the lant VD was 6i¢ ({7i¢, aciuallyl). you
gotta save somewhere.

Xelth Sesler (2): It's very readshe. That’s the important thlng.

Ty Hare {2)+ looks good, so it's okay.

Joff funches (2): If it saves you nonay, 1i’s ckay.

Joln Kelley (1): Offset hurts uy eyes sopeiimes.

PRUX®*s commenisy A Bajeidty of vou elther like tha ditto, or den't caxe one HEY O
the other. Mosi of those who don’t like it atlll say it's okay as a nangy-saving
measure. [ personally side with those who pickad cholce 3, as I'm not crazy about
21410 myself. But offset cosmtis wiy W much for ae to use on a magwlar baslis, though
L used LIt for parts of thie issus, so the ditic format, is here to alay.

3o Regarding the editoris) on controversy ln VI #7h,
X5 BHUX has made an honest and succesaful ettonpt to keep the wasiy ewuff cat of Yb.
£3% BRUX 1s trylng, but needs to try harder. There is 8tlil tse much nastiness in VD.

-2 BRUX hasn’t changed VL at all. It 1s still the same forum for mud «slinging that
14 always has teen.
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%, In hls deailngs with other hobby membars,

S0_ BRUX urles hard to be falr to people, and gensrally succeeds.
26_ ERUX tries to e fair, tut sometlmes does noi succeed.

S BRUX is often deliderately unfalr tc others.

Comments as follows:

Keith Sesler %1%3 As far as I kuow.

Michael Nlts (1}: I am not really qualifled o say anything here.

Rick Ragadale {none}: Who cares?

Jin Meinal (no.ze, How would € kimow? All a reader could glve 1s his impresaion. {Hy
impression 18 that you are trying.)

Steve Langley (noie}s Insufficient infomation -~ BRUX has always dealt falrly with me.
Randolph Smyth (2)s But this depends on your definition of “falr™s you treat everyone
the same, Mt sonevlmes I wonder if this only means that everyone has an equal

chance of belng shafiad!

Robyn Finley {nonsejre BEIX is only human.

Eric Omog {none): HKamd vo sey. I think you like o be unfair for fun sometimes.
but 1t tuckfires. What a pain in the s~ you ave, BRUX.

Hark Frueh {2}: Can’t make everyone happy.

Daf langley (2): He's human. ({Where do scme of you get that inpression?))

Richaxd Rdison (nonme): It's hard to tell, since I generally only hear BiUX's side.
You're fair with me, BRUXie,

Tim Allen (none): BRUX has no conception of falruees,

Chuff Afflerbach {3): You are Lhe Ann Landers of the hobby, Your readsrs want you to
lake a stand, and isil off the fatheads who are out of line. And when you'rs cut
of llne, you hear about it, too!

Don Del Grande (2): It’s hard for BRUX to b falr uniees the other hobby members are
Just as falr.

Peier Ansoff (2)x Would be (#1) except for strange (Ming practices.

Mike Bamo (1)3 It’s just that different people have different perceptions of "Fairness®
An certain eltuatlons.

Ty Hare (none)s Be a hard-ass in your games, bul sometimes you come off as such apart
from your GMing. It's neot really necassery.

John Yelley {1): At least io decent people. But the victinms svre only assholes who I
would not bhe falx 0.

BRUX’s conments: I vote for #3, but then agaln we all think we'wve falr, don't we? 17w
disaprointed that the majority was as slin as 1t was. though 1. think that some of the
#2"& came about 83 a resmlt of sirict GMing {vee next queetion). Nell, % even think

I'm scrupuiously fair to the people {'m feutus\ ulth? (ﬁﬁ oo ,J. £EI4 p‘ﬂf.ﬂ A FofdLIdd
34 1174 93 ¥ FAI T A8 e *

Oops: that "see noxt quesilon” above rofars to qusstion #6.

5. Compare your piilocophy zbout hruserules wiith HHUX &

21 I appreciate VD's comprehensive bouserulss and prefer them that way.

2. 1 think houserules should cover most compon situations, tut YI'a are too detallsd,
8. I feel thet houserules are mostly unnecsssary, and YD's are ridiculously long.
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Comnents;

Rod Walker {none}s I°ve not yet seen your HRa. My iapression Le that they may e a
1ittle too comprehensive. One can go too far in antlelipating the improbable.
Judy Winsome (nonoga I feol that a GM's houserulea should feel comfortahle to e QL.

John MacFarlane (1)s Though I admit, Berch‘s and Walker®s letters are swaylng ue
tovmards the other slide of tha fence?!

Greg Elils (2): As a gomesamster or referse soms dgement calls have o be made.

Maxk Lew {3): But they don’t hurt anything.

Joff Punches {1)s I feel it's the GM's perogative to vun the games as ha wishes. If
soneone doean’t like the rules then he can move to another zine.

John Kallay ( 1)s But discussing them 1s futile and boring. When people agree Lo

should expect them to be follgwed.

Miie ﬁanw (2{ Actually, if you're golng to GM like you do, 1t might be best tw
have a very deteiled (but well-organized) set of HRs. Go with what you think best
for reflecting/explaining your GMing.

Peter Ansoff (2): FHouserules canmot subsiltute for (M common sense, and It's silly
to txy to force them to do s0.

Don Del Crande (1): If something comes up not in the HRs, at least ono player will
blame the GM regardless of the resuli.

Tim Allen {none)s The hobby should adopt a “standard™ set, and a G should limit his
oun pecullarities to three or four modifications so players can remember thwa
easily.

Robyn Finley (none): Since BRUX is running the show, he can do whatever agress witnh
him. If the players don®t like 1t, they don’t have tn Do 1n il game.

Jim Melnsl (2); But I recognize that this area 1a your "draw®.

Rich Reilly (1): I prefer comprehensive houserules. Problem is, I can never hope to
remenber all the VD rules. Hopefully Steve Knlght's vsvislons will help.

Ronald Prown (2): Only hearsay.

BRUX's commenis: I expected to "lose™ this guesilon, since my hiouserules are the wont
comprehensive to be found anywhere., Bul nobody. anyuwhere. any time, has ever put
forth a valld resson why & well~organized, comprehensive set of heuserules should

not be veed. Or if so, 1t haa escaped my attenilon.

Regarding the comment by Peter Ansoff that housexrules cannot be a substitute o
good common sense, I entirely agree. Bub Peter and many othexs stiil do not umdsrsi.nd
my philosophy., Houserules ave simply a veoflectlon (ur o statement) of the way a (M
w11l rule -- and that “way" hes (hopefully) been declded using "gocd common sense™.
Tim Allen®s comment I°ve heard ‘beforei and T think ii’s a dreadful idase. "'.l‘iwee ar
four modifications” for varlety won't glve much vaylety at all = I can think of
dozen of different varlations that arlse due to differing sets of houserulee and CM
procedures, snd this varlation 1ls gnod because plarers have all kinds of tasies.

6. How do you feel about BH(X's vitra-strict GHing?
22 1 think that very strlct (Ming is the Ttestl way W go.
304 I think that a GM should be reasonably etwrict, but BRUY ie sometimss tou pieky,

10% I think that the GM should try his hardest to give the players a hweak, snd ibat
BRUX 1s far too strict,

Copments:
Bob Sweeney (2)s Examples ¥ Mid, in reading ay writlng, was intarpreted as ¥ Ain (Wil
Luckily it 4idn®t affect the came, 8o no blg deal! ((Ho, you wrode "F Min, ™ lob.j:
Lave Carter (3): But at least players are aware of 1t.
Kovin Stone (none): The rost faportant thing is o bs consistent wid treat 2weriwe
ths sape.
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Mask Frueh {20 7 Fecl that once you lay the around Lo prlet yosre coverad.

Gt d afflerbach {1}» Rules are made pot to he broken!

Juha Kelley (i5. It As pot uliwre~strict. Tt is conducted hy rules which ars
ocvaslogally beat, How can anything be strict whenm pecple Buow ihe rules? People
will f‘;)”{ you on this one. {{S0%7 7T wantsd their true cpiniors or I woaddn't havs
wekad, )

Mike Baxmo {3}« But 1t provides a gond place for many vlayers who prefer sitxiot CMing.

Petor Ansofi (noms): (an't really answer this ons -- ['m tot sure ihat 1 understand
your definiticn of “sizrlet”,

Dor. Lel Crande (2): "F Min-Spulse)” looks oiwicus to me -~ 1t’s obvicusly not “Mar®
ox "Lyo” or “Wes" or "Uas® or "Por“., is it? {res RIGEL, Spring 19073, England.)

Tim Aller (2): The houserule requirdpg “A” Par ia lieu of Par s not Liiteralliy part
of the rules, Wi within the scope of GM optlions.

Hobyn Finley (noie)s Since I'm not in a YD game this does not concern me. (I made 2
&istake rere, folks. This comment was submitted by Robyn in response to guesilion
#5. and {ho comment I geve for her in that question bulonzs here. SorTy! i)

Rich Relily (23« See cemmemis for guestion #7. Uid you make it clear in jour houservies
or nisewbarc that an order to "held" and “suppori” 1s a doable order. and un-
acceptatile® {I'v» now checked: yss, you did, imt then, who can remember all your
aouserules?)

BRUX s commentss Ualile the questlon on comprehensive houserules, I regard thls as
#iletly o matlor of taste. [ knew beforchand that z majoriiy would say [ am too
sixlen. No probken. Af i said In a recent lettar to Anduin, a minority of plasyers
prefay (Ming as strict as mine, but 1t%s a healthy rinority and VD's games cater to
tiem. I wonder 135 dric Fane will e surprised to learn that over one player out of
three prefars ‘bzt the M be as striet as I am. 1 wae surprised!

7. 10 the “deuble orders” situstlon...! How sould you nlle’
p. A und whdeh lo oxdered toth W “hoid™ and “suppory” should be rded doubtle-ordered.
&6 A “"Bupport” order shoui be ruted valld even if ihe nali is alSo ordered to "hold".

LCRROTE RS
Richard bdison {uone): Haven't decided yat, I'm wishy-washy aboul this sort of thlng.
Irie Nzog (1Y Hew sould you! Strici @9 or nmo!  ({ind he crosssd cut the other choice, )
dam Floley (2), Uith a word te  the playsv about format.
fevin Stome (15 As your houvserulos wars at the time. I »ouldn’t allow the use of
~rders In parentheses.
Il Allerbach (nonel: Thnis 18 the equivalent of Fandln's Paradox and regilzes a sueclinl
housarale to cover the 8izvs:lon.
Foho Kelley (11 Crdew Beweh and Walker to hold thwmipr tongnes aikl Buppost each olhers
A Gex Wl A Bop B o4 Wal, A We) HT, & Wal 5 A& fer. _
¥ine Sammofz):l feel that both “support” and “eouvoy® imply holdlng (avd can ©f oouroee
e supporied W holdlings.
Jetar aosolf 12y Yhis sitoaidon e covexed by the last sentonce ol Rule Vil.k. Iia
oo qudgenen! cail to some extent, it such 3 douile orde® can roasocnaily be
Interpeied as baving o legal ueqzing.
Sor Del fizande {1}: The nold order san‘t twdly wrlwntan, so the uwnit is arderes i dr
a0 things, viadating VI1.1 {uniess, of course, my housorules nliowed 1%, which
Trmy ton® L.
i oelfen (2% But only e flret time. A pote of explanailon wilh a threat ‘o count
L1odeuhiseordered should suffice. No wmerzey on second vime.
JeT¥ unehws 1Y jzain this ls up to the (M -~ ut T supnoct proalse ondurs nnd I
i pl by Ao et wnes T oulay.
Tk Caw ware. D0 sile this asd, but 1604 be daoougrious Dronoormal PN isn standazdn.
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Hich Retlly (1} However., ac weny might disagree, the CM should make such a Tuling 8
elear 1n his houserules, or in iha letter seni out starting the game.

dudy Wingome {nonel: Lame ({as #5)). I would allow ii. A player who intentionally
milswrdtes his oiders should isll the GM,

Ty Hare {1}; aren‘t “hold” and "support” two different orders”

BRUX"e commentas Only if you've road Rule VII.1, By. I wlew thls a8 an upset
victory, sinee I had figured that a majority would vote agalnsi me. More people are
familiar with the Rulebowk than I had guessed. And thls has nothing to do with the
tadly-written order rule. Peter; we're talking about a set of four (in the NEPTUNE
situation) orders which were writtsn entirely correctly.

So a majorlity would rule the wey I did. I wonder what Ed Wrobel, Eric Kane, and
Rod Walker will say to that!

8. Assume for tha purpcses of this question that you are lookling for a game and that

¥D has openings (which it doesmn't). Would you sign up?
38 I would aign up inatantiy! VD ia a great zine to play in.

20 1'd conelder signing up, though 1 wouldn’t necessarily make it a priordty. Vil is
all right w lay in.

3. 1 would not sign up for a gawe in VD. I dlsagree with too many of BRUX's (Ming

i T would not sign up for a VD game. 7Ti‘s a lousy sine to play in.

R

Comnantasg

Rich Belily (1}s I think VD is a great zine to play in, but would hesitato to sign up
al this time bocause I'm already playing in too many 7BM games,

Rotyn Fluley (nomeds I°d read the houserules first, then dscide,

Jin Willlams {2): It would depend on my gameload, moxe than anything, Despite the
HRs VU wodld s fun to play in becavse of Doorles! Thoy‘re FUN!!

dteve Angle (1}: !

Pat Comlon (1) Anyone with n sub pald trru #1419 would be crasy not to.

Doug Beyerlein {none):x I would pot eign up for a VD game because I never aign up for
new games

Joan Gxtron {(2)r Hand to Judge siace L've never played. Would hesitate because of
&ll the talk about strict Ming.

Konrad Baumelster {1j: Alas, I am not really looking for openlngs.

Kelth Sesler §none}a Kot with the HRs you use.

fdchael Ditz {none}s Would not eign up for a new game (nothing against youl. 'Too
many other obligations, lui enjoy playing staadhy position (not the same preseuxe),

Rayrdolph Smyth (none): I would uol sign up bacause of likely mail problems, but would
otherwise. ({He lives in Alberis. and mall betuesn me and him just takes too long.))

Greg wllls (1): Unfortunately I am slready in too many games, but I will enjoy playing
in VD (RIGEL) and would prodebly welcome ancther YD game.

fonald Browr {2}y Depends on other guwes I'm in, -

Bric Ozogz (2:s 1°Q like to try other gines and Cls.

Couff Afflerbach {2}y Up until 2 moaths ago, wy answer was #i. Sut the superb press
relense Uy Mr, Mellly in RYGEL changed my opinion,

Jorn Kailey {2): I don’t like tiwe rewes.

Mike Baruo {2)r I°d sig: up Af you spensd another “silly” game, but for regular 2ip.
there axe olhex zines with GMiang wore my style. I don’t want to play all aver.

Peter Ansoff (1}:. Despite irritating CMing practices.

Don Del Crande (2): 1 don”t starl Uiy games any more {and 1 rarvely etand by) -~ even
¥abs houwserules aren®t snosugh.

T Alles {aone)r L signed up for Piak Dragun -~ 1'11 sign up for anything.,

delt Pumibee 1105 Great people sub to VD and ¥ enjoy the peopls ik the ganes as muck

ad Tlde game 3 taeld
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Mark .Imw_(il-}x There are zeens 1'd prefer to play in. _
Ty Hare ‘2}: Bettsr than all right, Howevear, I°d wani o try other Mo and zines.

HRUX"s comments: Weil, then, I°m vexy pleased «ith the respopse Yo thls one: a huge
zajoxrity think it°s a great zine io play An, and only four &islike the (Ming enough to
stay out. Thanx!

Go o §ou enjoy postal Dip, and how has 7o contributed v your enjoymeot {or lask
thernof)? '

65 I enjey postal Diplomacy, and Y0 has added o 4hat eojoment.

1 1 don"t reslly enjoy postal Dipiomacy, but ¥D has pot been a nemative factor.

e e

L0, L don®t really onjoy postal Diplomacy, and YD 18 part of the reason 1 don®t anjoy i,

Comments;

Mark Bereh {1}y Creatly.

fich Rellly (1}¢ My firsi game was (1s) In VD  Thanke again, DRUX:

Robyn Finley (1), o

Pat Cenlon {1j: YD was my start! .

Zrie dzog {31y In genersl, other than a couple gamez | piay in, postal Uip has tecs
& yawner to me lately. Maybe 111 recover amain. I love face- ton-face; that i my
tarrlicoTy.

Mike Barno (1}, r4V

Jen Dol Crande {1} To me, PBM Dip rutes right up there with PRY everyihing elss.

Joff Punchez ¢!}s 3inue YD was the flret zine I subibed to this ancwer s a glvern.

HRUL s commentss How swes?t 1t is Lo feel loved!

10, a. What do you like mogt about ¥y

Jatf Puches: The gamas ave wail (Med and the presanistion iz easy to follow fer all, o
1ike the shorier deadllnes and the dependabviil‘y Ysiler toan any other zine I sui to.

v el Grandas  The price and tre sige.

Kike Baynorx  The contlauzl) Anvolvement of so mapy readsrs, providing exchaages of
all kKinds of vlews on ull kladr of subjects keeping the sreative load off of vou.

sric Ogog:  The sand In the snvalopau.

Zal Conden:  Portlons of the letteraul;, humcrous artioeles.

Robyu ¢inley: The leltev column; huaorovs ariiciss wrelated o Diplosacy.

Alen Xellly: The wames and press.

tark derch: lettar column.

Judy Winsome: Xetlers; Bruce's wrliing.

Levin Jtone: Letters.

Cim Finley: Nost of the letters/sometnlug for svervons.

Jim Melnel: Letiere.

Joha Mackariare: ‘e splrited contxeversies,

find ¥eiker: Latlercol.

Wal lancisyy  The hupor and talent of the article wilcers. 1'we read some of ihe beus
articles In the pages of VL.

snievs langleyr  Humor articles znd Cossip Column, _

Eiok Hagsduler he Tree exchangse of ldeas/vlewpninie without tha hber setting Qe
fnvolved In the exchanges.

Hol donmank e« s Gossip Oolumn,

Mare rbngen:  Letters and PrasGs. lard to mabe i choloe Datwesh e kg,

Taamnd Jedry Tia plewiure yandved In ogeibiee b

. . - T T S o R L
daman wefadsels Tecte ot Dt rolated i 1o
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Jake Halverstadt: Playing in PEGASUS, tho good wrlting.

John Kador: Regular, humanlstic, letters, style.

Exic Kane: Highfleld's ravings!

Bryen Jurkowskl: BRUX's falthfulness concerning it.

Pat Pakel: Alex's Column -~ before it folded, and, of course, the games.

John Davies) The articles about Diplomacy and letlers.

George Leritte: Letter coluan.

Paul Ruaterberg: Discusslon of important issues by major hobby porsonalitles.

Mlke Jones: Everything.

Mark Duarte: The way you click your teeth at the dinner talle.

Matthew Fleming: Itse length, respectadbllity, and regularity.

Den Staffords Mudslinging.

Gary Coughlan: The letler column.

Bob Olsen: Articles (morous, especially).

Ron Brown: Its masslve salge!

Ruth Glaspey: Philosophical discussions which arise in the artlcles and letters.

Don Burd: The ganes and the Giing.

Linda Wightman: The letters.

Porter Wightman: The great letter column and the generelly high quality of subnittel
articles.

Jeff Notos Gamesp articles,

Dave Kleiman: The people who are involved with it. BRUX 1s great, so ave the fellov
lersu

Chuck Kaeplan: Isiters from many sources.

Bob Osuch: Letter column.

Nelson Helnteman: I particularly approciate the faet that VD brings intec focus for
its readership a sense of the totality of the hobby 1tsolf. One really recelves an
excellent survey of the broad spectrum of pecple, issues, activities, attitndes
and opinicns, and forms of involvement which make up this PEM subcvlture.

Bob Sweensy: Games and press.

Dave Carter: Reliability, promptness, cost, cross-lettsr debates.

¥Mark Frueh: Lettisr column; games.

Jim Willizms: Letter column; lively discussions and debates.

Steve Angles GCames, tut I'll keep my sub after mine's over due to the articles/letters.

Doug Beyerlelmy Ieiters to the edlior. .

Joan Extrom: Seems 1o bave more variety in types of lsiters than most olher gines.
Also your grasmer and spelling are excellent, compared to mest other zines I've
sesn. That pute you in a category with Graustark and counts for a lot in my boal..

Konrad Baumelster: Consistent quality.

Kelth Sasler: Round-table dimcussions.

Michael Ditz: Humor; spelling corrected for free.

Randolph Smyths Best discusaions of relevant issues in ths hobby.

Greg Ellis: BERUX's dedication to timeliness and preclssness.

Ronald Brown: Lettars,

Chuff Afflerbach:s All the peoraoralitiss involved! _

John Kelley: The letter colummn., Polls. Personal stuff the way Michalski llkes 1it.

Peter Ansoff: Promptness, accuracy, and editorial quality.

Tim Allen: Diversity; wlde scope.

Mark Lew: Gossip Column.

Ty Hares When it arrives in my mailbox,

BRUX: Looks like the letter column wins hande down. I like all the people lnvoled
in it, But that question was guaranteed to yleld flatlery. ¥alt till the next

m‘ﬂﬂ



0. b What do you 1ike lezst about VD7 qz‘

John MacFarlane: Z¥€ AdIf/f. (Sorry, tut I don’t like anything least.)

Jim Melnels The edliorial content.

Jim Finleys Letters/articles about fouds and other borings topics.

Kevin Stoner No table of contents and the fact that there is no more Alex's Column.

Judy Winsome: Regurgiiation of old feuds, St311, it's interesting, ILsast is o
relative {exm.

Mazk Berch: Too much space wastsd on gawes,

Richasd Reillys The end.

Robyn Finleys The rubblish spouted by an uncouth, blgoted jurenile in the lettexr
columnj; overkill on feud subjects and Dip rvles.

Pat Conlomi Proxy Plomacy.

Exic Ozog: The high sub rates (hyork, hy')rk)

Hike Bammo: As soon as 1t comes in the maii, I .jusb heve o sit down and do nothing
else until I've read every word in the icsue at least oncs. ((I hope you ats a
ig meal before this arrived today, thent))

Don Del G:;‘en&ss The d5iko wepro (tut I like the sizes/price more than I dialike the
epo),

Jeff Punches: Sometimes the gossip gets a bit lonmg ~- Mt since I usually read it, it
can’t be that bad, buh?

Ty Hares When I°m through rezéing ii.

Mark Levws Alex’s Column.

Tim Allen: Sheer volume (ihere's a tradeoff),

Poter Ansoffs Keed you ash?

John Kelley: The fact that evaryons ignores me now; rules dehatas.

Chulf Afflerbach: Ditto.

Honald Brown: Feuds ~- now gones for good, I hope!

Greg Ellis: Cut ovt persomal insvulis fron leiters.

Randoiph Smyths The space devoisd to a lot of things that I consider limvelevant «-
.8 I muai adeit that the delzlls of your social 1ife and activities of your
personal fxiends rate no morve then a skinm -~ but the zine haz enough material that
I can pick out what I 13ke.

Klchael Ditz: Waiting for ii; somatimas hard to read) don't understand a lot of vrevious
things that have happencd.

Kelth Sesler: HNothing.

Konrad Baumelster: Scme discusslons go on too long and get boring, like this R Ser S
A Gre™ stuff,

Doug Beyerlein: Press.

Sieve Apngles Y gotia say its your heuserules. I thini that you mske the gape too

serlous; after all, 1t's ouly a game (%o coin a uh:'ase,

Jin ¥ililams:s The open soxes on ny penis and the Wuding sensation when I urlnate.

Mexk Frueh: Boring letiters concerning double-ordered uniis -~ toc me it's obvious.
Bul that's my opinion. I like your =ine.

Dave Carter: No gare openings.

Bob Sweeneys Bickerlag dlsplayed in press of this and other zines. I mecognlus that
a conflict le present in thc bobby, but is it valid to use zines to Eresent
arguments which should ba presanted in privatet

Nelson Helntzman: The psrsonal attacks which appser In the letter column. Baumsicster's
letter was unpleasant to read, overall. An unnecessary umpleasantness, I might
8dd. 1 really don’t think the newex players and the common players really glve
two shits about all this feuding and backblting goling on among the hobby's tiny
elite coterie of pubbers.

Bob Osuch: Games,

Dave Kleiman: Letter column.

Jeff Notor Unnecessary contxoversy. Keep tryirg.
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Uoug Beyerleins Your subd rates ave 100 1ow. q

Joan Extrems  Samantha says she 1lked your rhone cali and she's gorry you'rs 27 years
older than she is,

Keith Sesler: I think you should ralse the price of Y0 a bit {5-10¢) to help cover
coste a hlt more.

Greg Fllis: Excellent zine., I hops your dedication izsis longer than my interest.
Koep up the good work,

Ronald Erown: Xeep up the good work. The hobby needs yon. ( (The feeling ia mutuall))

Chuff Afflexbachs Read YD long enough and somsone will asy somathlng you diesgreo
wlth., Keep reading, and scmecne will refute it for yals

John Kelley: I really don’{ care what Waller ard Bereh 3hink about double orders,

But YD As thick onough that I can®i complaiui who can Mitch atout regular 30-40
pagers?

Mark Lew: I love pezder surveys.

Ty Horer Killiug in the wild is goed, but kUling in captivity 1a GK? I don't tuy
it. Eoth are neither. They Just sre. You're dolng B vezy fins job. I look forwaerd
te mroeliving VD from rou.

Jaff Punches: You really should prolmbhly charge aore for youw 2ins - I don‘t think
you ahould inse too much mouey!:

Don Del Grandes Wani to evold anoiher TRO or MIN? Have ‘ke players dyaw thelr moves
on maps. {Actually, % woris totter in FTF.) {(So whe wanis to avoldo..))

Klke Barno: Feep your atiention on avoiding public fighidrg, and iesp on having fun
with ¥D. It's a fascinaving and enjoyabls phenomcnon. Also, thia le an excellont
guestionnnira.,

Eric 0zog: You’yo a hell of = gvy: BRUXL

Hobyn Ficley: I will miss tho Woman's touch® that Alex's Colunmn Trought to VD,
Enjoyed the varlous photos, Have you thought of running your Dip photo album in
YO? Moybe a pege or two at a tilme? Enjoy the letior cchmmn -- onze in s while
111 learn something I dide’% know before. {{Sorry. ut I won't be ruming tha
photo album here. Photos cest me $10 a page to run, umless I Just xarox them,
in whlch cace the quallty is poor. Heet me at a con someday and you’ll see the pix.))

Judy Winsome: Yeabh! I like you, Bruce -~ hope o meet you someday, Guod luck with
the programming, Try your hand at what Alex 4id ~- ¥ou can do 4%,

John MaoFarlane: #83 was definitely ono of your very bsat. Twe thiugs, though, I
miss: Mark Paul's cartoons and Chuff Afflerbach’s articles. In general, you
need more srticles, even if at tho sipense of letters.

BRUX: I prefor sxilcles to letters too, hut I'll teke whai comea in if 1t°s good
enough. Thie lssue, thera’c plenty of toth! As for Chuff, I thisk we'te all
always eager to rvesd what he writes!

Names of those wio responded and haven®t been mentloned by nape anywhere atove, in
catie anyone wants io flgure out the complete 1ists Michael Hettwan, Jix Chatfleld,
and Ben Schilling.

My thanks to all 69 of you for your cooperaslon. Your oommenis made Fox interesting
reading, as well as letting me know how you all fewl about various aspacts of the
girs, Maybe I°11 do another of thess someday. ILike In thirty years...

A .bit Of “sic b(? mm.ann

Ses the little birdie in the box?

(go %o page 99)




"You will never find a more wretched hive of scum and villany"

#46, Oct 1983

MOS EISLEY is a roving subzine of asserted bull foisted upon you by John Michalski
who solicits your reactions (to use as filler in future MES's) at Rt 10 Box 526-Q,
Moore, OK 73165,

The Mark Berch Dept.; Ah, winter is finally in the air, what whkth these chilly 68
degree nights, 01 Fluff hardly needs to run his air conditioner at all now, which
is really something even if only true at night. Hell, if you were as huge as he is,
you'd want it cold too. Our Sears riding mower sits out in the yard with a lot of
grass growing under it, thanks to Sears maintenance, which screwed up the under-
carriage so bad that it only ran in one position, and now even that's gone. I
guess I'11 just have to futz with it and see if I can at least get it to rdll into
a corner for winter to get it out of sight.Can't do it as it sits, cuz the blade
part digs into the dirt--nothing ot hold it up. You'd think Caruso had fixed it

or something. '

HOBRY NEWS Well, the big news is that VD has yet another anniversary which, kind
of like the USSR's annual Bolshevik celebrations at the same time of year, make
people pause and contemplate: not 50 much at another successful year, but that

the whole system is still going at all. I still recall VD's raucous first year, with
all those predictions of early burnout. No doubt when the final VD #466 comes out,
the same folks will say, "Aha, I told you he couldn't keep it up!" Oh, well.

Another milestone was Frauke Petersen Hansen having marriage open her eyes to
a whole new world, as evidenced in KINDER/KIRCHE/KUCHEN #2 just out in WHITESTONIA.
If this spreads, we may see Judy Winsome become a nun too, or Woody turn hetero. Keep
‘em coming, Frauke.

As many of you know, Larry Peery has instituted a special John Michalski Piss-
Poor Award of a silver chamber pot to be awarded to various irritating Straights
who annoy him by peinting out his foolishness or ridicule his various money-raising
schemes, As first recipient, I look forward to receiving my pot. If it really is silver,
it will be the first worthwhile thing he's put out that I've seen. I suspect that it
is designed to embarass the recipients though , kind of like his "pink triangle”
mailing. I'm not holding my breath for the pot though. After all, when's the last
time any of his schemes or polls produced anything tangible at all? But, you never
can tell. I'11 let you know. (Late note: just received a new Poll fvom him where he
asks you to chart your hobby hours by use on his forms and mail them to him. Just
what you always needed, right?)

The Fluff Shaffer Dept.: Did you hear about the Aggie lesbian? She 1kkes men.

Way back when, I lent/sent out my copy of the old IDA Publisher's Handbook to
somebody, but never got it back. If YOU happen to find it, do send it in. No bitching--
anyone can mislay and forget--but they ARE rare, and would like it back from wherever,
no questions asked.
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Oh, somebody sent me a note asking if I was the John Michalski who wrote a Mildway
articlie in The General 3-3. Yes. But, I sent the answer to Don Del Grande, and now
find that he is NOT the person who asked. Pardon my organizational talents, but, uh,
who ARE you?

Fall 83 DW just out, a blg one. I won't criticize it because I was mentioned {an
honor) TWICE in the Diplomacy Chronclogy; thanks (Fred Davis & Walker)., Check out
Berch's humor item on p. 21-2, cute.

-

Ietters
Ron Mazurkiewicz

Glad to hear you finally got a Jjob., Did you notice how your friends fell away
when you were unemployed? Now it's safe agaln to write you a letter. Apparently 1
have weathered the storm for the next two years at least. They got rid of everyons
with less seniority than me last month. If one soclal worker out there hadn't retired,
that would have been it for me too. But was I worried? No! It seems that I am such
a hard worker that management was going to offer me a supervisor's job if I lost my
professional slot. Seems they had an opening, at less pay than I am making now, of
course, in a unit that is having a 1little trouble. Like they found one of the patilents
who had been missing for three days in a Jjanitor's cleset, beat up. They needed
someone to go in with a new team and clean up the hoodlums that have been abusing the
patients, Oh, boy. Wouldn't that have been a plum of a position. BSort of like being
the successor to Rudolf Hoess. Thank Ged I was able to let that cup pass.

On the wargame front I am working again on the Ardennes game. I can't remember
if I ever sent you any materials or description of that game. Do you have facllitles
to project slides? I could take some photos of the gameboard. I have Just finished
with the rules and might be interested in your opinion. ILet me know if you would be
interested and have the time to read fifty pages of typed double spaced rules. I am
working on an improved map and hope to be ready for a game in early September.

For that other perennial subject of fascination, the Hclocaust, I have found some
very interesting information., I mentioned the subject to z woman at work who sald her
father was interested in history and would 1like to read The Hoax of the 20th Century.
After I gave her the book she revealed that her family was Orthodox Jews and her father
had been a Norwegian Jew who tried to get out of Norway in 1940 and ended up spending
the war fighting with the Resistance in Southern France. At that point I was going,
"Oh boy, here it comes." She sald her father was very upset and carried on about Nazi
trash and such but started reading the book. She said pretty soon he was making notes
and after finishing the book told her he felt it was 85% correct. After that she told
me that as a matter of fact her father was sort of a "radical" on the subject of Jews.
He thinks they have more or less asked for what they got throughout history as a result
of their exclusiveness, etc. I was, of course, thinking at this point, “"Wow, what 1s
this guy, a Jewish Nazi?" Her father is a business man and says he knows many Jewish
businessmen who will not even deal with Gentiles at all, always charge them higher
prices, etc. Back to the Holocaust subject, he has done some research himself and
carried on a correspondence with Simon Wiesenthal. Also there are supposed to be
secret Synagogzl archives which are never opened to Gentiles, and only picked Jews,
containing records on this subject. I must admit after all this I wonder 1f this is

1 a setup, and this guy and his daughter are Jjust taiting me!

At any rate, The Hoax of the 20th Century is now being passed about among Jewlsh
businessmen in Racine. The woman's father’s partner was at Buchenwald and he is now
reading the book. I asked her if a meeting could be arranged to discuss the subject
sone time, and she said she would ask. Oh boy, oh boy.

((Well, if I don't hear from you again, I'1l know you became a footnote in some
secret synagogal archive!

(As background to the readership, Hoax is one of the "revisionist" histories that
attempts to prove that the "holocaust" story is greatly exaggerated. The conclusion
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I got from it was that while the concentration camps existed, and were not funhouses,
the full-steam-slaughterhouse-idea could only have been true of Auschwitz, not the
1little camps, and the total Jewish casualiies were more like 1-12 million than the
"6 million” or more usually mentioned.)

On Bulge, no, I really don't have time to do the USAFR correspondence reading I
ahould be doing, let alone rules review or gaming, and will start belng out of town
later thls month. Have you seen the joke AH produced with their "revised" Bulge? The
board is saturated with roads, the Germans can romp as they please even leaving all SS
unlits in the box, and of course it costs a lot more. The ¢ld version requlred you
know the game in order to win as the German; the new version only requires you know what
a gone of control is, to have the Germans selze the board in pretty short order. The
Germans have so many units that they win using Russian -- even Chinese! -- tactics.,
Ah, that feel of Wehrmacht realism from Avalon Hill..-)?//n

MP Barno

PudgeCon II was something, wasn't it? Sure, it had its slow times and imperfectlons --
but I wouldn't have missed it for the world. I enjoyed meeting you. Keep it up, as the
director told the porn starlet.

((Un, yeah, right. It does have a good atmosphere and such, but, it was better

last year with a hobby star or two there aside from myself. Next year we need Linsey

or Kathy, or how about being able to Jeer Berch in the flesh? Or Highfield maybe? Right.
See you at P'Con III)) J

Me here again -- BRUX, that is -- slapping on my usual linear separator so you'll
know where Mos Eisley ends and sanity begins. For the uninitlated, Mos Eisley
=paceport is John Michalski's roving subzine, making its first ever appearance in VD.

I suppose that, being the host publisher, I get to comment on the above? Not a
lot...I always enjoy hearing people say that the Holocaust never was, or wasn't as
bad as advertised., Kind of like the folks who think that the only thing Nixon did
wrong was to get caught. Oh, well...

Re page 1: VD'll fold when its time is up, but ME bum out? HAHAHAHAHA!
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So you've just stabbed your neighbor; or, as you might prefer to say, violated azn
agreament you had regarding your common frontler. What do you do next, in terms of
negotlating with your victim?

Some players don‘t write at all, reasaning that since the trust has been broken
there 1z no point to further commmication. If your time or energy for writing letiters
is limlted, then fine; 1t is true that there are other players more importsnt to you
at this point than your victim, so writing to him now gets low priority. Buti if
poseible you should make the attempi.

Other players write a letter apologizing for the stab, and/or giving thelr reascus
for 1i. This is always & courtesy and it can even have a practical value in that it
may make the viciim z bit more recepilve to futwre overtures from you. should they
become necessary.

But often ithe best thing to do is to try and milk 1t for all it’s worth. That
1s, put on your smocthest tone, apologise for not trusting him and promise to the
Stare above that you w3ll back off since you (obviously) made a mistake, discuss the
tactdcal details of how you can disengsge with a minimm of risk to elther party; and
then (if you haven®t by now talked urself into a change of plans), stad for his
guts the next turmn! It’s surprising how often a resourceful dlplomat can get away
with this (perhaps because such changss of heart are far from unheard of). A skiiled,
experienced player will probehly defend himself regavdless of what you say, but players
with somewhat less expsrience may be more gullible. Aside from the satisfactiion of
suckering someons twlce in a row, your position can bs strongthened further by the
ascond stab If the guy truly elieves you ave going to withdrew. And even if you fall,
vhat have you got to lose (aside from a little more credibility)? Diplomacy is a
gams of inches; play 1t that way and grabdb for all you can by whaitever means you can!

A slmple example will suffice. You, =s Russia, have Just opensd to Galicia in
violatlon of an agreement with Austria, If you think he's at all the gullilile type.
and you want to try for one of his two reachable home centers, don’t write a siaple
"sorry-I-stabbed~you~and-gocd-luck” sort of letter. He csn easlly keep you outl of
both Budapest and Vienna if he knows you've golng to keep coming., Insiead, write s
letter like this: ™I'm really sorry that I didn't trust you Yo keep ouxr agreement
concerning Calicie. I suppose we should have arranged to hounce there. Anyway. I
know you have evexry xight to be suspiclous of me -~ I twought this on myself through
my own unfounded fears -~ and I won't object should you choose to protect yourself
from me this turn. But since you were sincews, I will use Aymy Gallcia to support
myself to Rumania, and then I will move it to Silesla next springe..". You get the
idea. If Austxria docan’t bite, you're no worse off than you would have been, except
you will have that much more difflceulty getting him to bellave any of your future
statements. And if he does fgl! for it, then you have at least glven yourself a 50-50
shot at taking one of his home centers, where you might easlly have had no chancs,

The stab-stab 1s just one of mary negoilational technigues you will acquire (and
learn to recognize in your opponente) as your gaming experisnce increases.

Next month: the stab-stab-stab (useful ouly against Bob Olesn),

The Stab-Stab: MIlk It for A1l It's VWorth, Baby!

PRESTO! He'a gone!




The Gossip Column 100
Feom Joan Extrom (8/30/83): Part III F A

Lear BRUX,

I'n tco wired to sleey -- must have bosn the chocolate cake for dessert. What
better way to WA pass the time than by writing you a letter?

I dldn®{ notlce any sand in the emvelope. Will you send wore?

Speaking of the envelope, it was great. In fact, Samantha®s still playing with it.

Sorxy to hear Alsx is giving up her column. I'm sure everyons will miss it. Any
chance on reprinting "The Best of Alex"? As a new subber, I'd be interssied o road
comz of her earlier columns, espsclally the claszsicsa.

Thambing thru the last isswe, I suddenly veslize I haven’t findshed reading it
all. I 41d Tead most of it, holding VD in one hand and fixing dinner with the other.
Thanks for defending me against Highfield. I'm planning %o write him a long
letter and setile our differences. However —- wonder of wondexs «- X Townd sope thing

we agree on! The mandatory driving test avery 5 years and especially the strlct
pansltiss for WI. I°'d suggest bsing even strlcter if anyons 15 injured or killed
ty a drurk driver.

Hope you enjoy your mew Job. IMd you know Ken is a progrommscr? Strictly FORTRAK,
He works for a small company in Corvailis that provides software packages to credit
valons 21l ovar the country. He even spent hls Army siln: programming at White Sands
(veat getiing shot at in Viet Nem). And, in the true programmexr style,. he'll never
forgive Samanitha for arriving without a user manual.

Q: lHow many compuier progranmers does it take to change a lighi tull?

A: Nene -~ that's o bheodware probelm.

And, 1f that's not tad enocugh:

A squar slepit on @ deer hide =2nd had a son., A zecond sguaw slept on snother hide
and she also had a son, A third sguaw slept on a hipropotamus hide, and she had two
sons, which Just gues to show that the sons of the eguaw on the hilppopotanus are
equal to the sons of the sguaws on the other two hides.

Uh.,.marbe it's time to go to bed.
3:38 em and AfEANIE Yogging off
Love,
Joan and Samantha

{{Your humor ie the Pyths. I don’t nomsally repriut material from old VI's here,
but 1 did send you a btunch of Alex®s old columns. Glad you enjeyed them.

I'11 ba sure to pick up some sand for you next time I zo to Jones Beach, Hope
you can walt that long. If not; any Doomles who saved thelr sand and have now decided
they don’t want it are welcome to forward 1t io you.))

From Jim Fintey (9/3/83)«

BRUX,

Found this siitlng on the table unmailed., S8illy me. Here it is anyway.

Things nave been happening since I last wrote; onre change is that I°m being allowed
to apply for the commissioning program after all ~-- @ ISa still in the Coxrps for as
long as necessary to process my appllieation, and for a long time %o come {Bay 20 or 30
years) if thay take me. My gos). 1f commissioned. iz %o return io ground combat sims -~
Infantry by firsi cholee. In light of current events, this is the wrong time to tum
ny ack. My attizude tovard war is a curious mix of horror, turicsiiy, personal
fear, anticipatlon; dread of the consequences to my family. and fasecination with the
challenge. To boil it down; I don’t want tc dis or be maimed. but T would be ashamed
and disappoinied to let my friends go without me. My atepfather was in the Kavy in
World War 1I. ail my mom’s three kids are or were in the Marinme Coxps; and three cof
ny four tesi friends from high school are in the Navy or the Mairine Corpsg having beecn
in nyself from the age of sevanteen, 1t's gotten inis iy Wood now more than [ realized.



The prospect of geiting out was getting vexry depressing. /O,

I s8til]l have a very low opinion of the chickenshit trend we'rs seelng lately, and
no doudbt will hang heads over it; but I don't care whethsr I ever make high rank. I
can do a lot of good as a junior officer. '

Anyway, 1 should have my application in a month, and an anewer a few
months later; 1f it's g yes I°11 be coming east %o Quantico, VA, for 0C3. We shall
8e0,

¥ell, the klds wanit breakfast, 50 I°d betier shut up and scramble some eggs. Later
days ~=- 80 long for now,

{(C1ad to hear that things may work out for you in the Marine Corps. Keep us
posted. And tell your kids to stop interrupting your letters to me!)

From Mark Paul:

BRUX,
Good luck In your computer Jjob. I have had a reocent change in career myself,

which explains my lack of cartoons in rvcent months, but thay should be coming regularly
now. A friend of mine worke as s distributor for a chaln of New England hobby shops

and has given me the 1ist of games ordered by them for the month of June. I thought
some of the Doomles might be Ainisrested in what has been sellling lately. Notice that
the Titan fad has yet to dis down. With the next issue of The General dedlcated to

1t 1t may be some time before it dees. As I have said before the game is good, ut

I can’t bellieve the attention it's goillng. If any Doorles are looking for a new ganme
iry the Avalon Mill remake of the SPI Conguistador. A fanily game that’s pretiy gouwd
18 Prospecting. I jusi got my copy of Up Front by Avalon Hill. $25.00 for a card

game, it bettex be gocd ox I°1l oxganize a protest march to Baltimore. If anyone's in
a okstore be sure topiekuptheSpetemberlsmof@gﬁo The game of Siar i1s
included in the issue and I feel it is the best abstraot gaze of the century.

TLTLE # ORIERED TITLE # ORIERED
Titan ) Civilization L
Bunequest 12 Agqulre b
Freedom in the Galaxy 10 Bakax Street 3
Xennsington 23 Harekeosh 8
Rall Baron 7 Samri 1
Star ¥Fleet Batties 21 Squad Lsader 2
Car Wars 17 &D Eba.si.c) iz
Car War Supplements 18 D (expert) 12
Marakesh 6 The RrotherBocd 10
G.I. Anvil of Victory 34 Dawn Patrol 10
Conquistador 10 Gamuma World io
Midsiay 3 Legenyl of Robin Hood &
Traveler 21 Cosniz Encounters 8(expansion seis)
Dune 1 Frederick the Great 4
Cosnic Encownters io Junts, i
Borderlands 4 Statia-Fro Foothall 12
Wizards 3 Statis~Pro Basetall 5

({Thenks much for sending in the atove info, but you hsve Marakesh 1isted tiice'
Actually, it sounds as if the gamers in New England have radically different
tastes in gemes than I do.

Your cartoons are s high point of this zime, and they have been for over a yeai-
It's great to hear that move will be forthcoming -- many of my readers have commentsd
on how much they enjoy thea,

Good luck in your new career!))
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From John Kelleys

Bruce~-

I refuse even to discuss politics with liberal pacifists. Their view 1s distorted
to permli the posatbllity of absurdities like “workd peace™ and "enough food for
everyona“, Only a gnarled perspectlve can admit such lunacles to the realm of potential
events, You worked wlth computers, Bmuce. To produce falss results, you need a faulty
computatdon process. This analogy explains much of the liberal and pacifistic thought
as 1t exists today..-

I wasn'% arouwd for most of the attacks on Gary Coughlan; what were they all about?
g-an anyene fill me in? I can’t imagline the Gaxy I knew deserving Yo be attacked in

zines,

Rod 1s right about the general lgnorance of many wargamers. However, I feel that
this 1z concentrated heavily in I&D. Many of those (noi all, by mny means; I play
with a small canpalgn at ihs W¥ and people 1ike me well enough) are the soclal rejecis.
Either thay have bted ache, or are obese, or axe simply welrnd, possibly all of the sbove
and nore. They gather together o feel comforiable ln the presence of those like
thewsalves.

I don’t caxe for dog raclng either. Oz TV. Ox movies. I°¢ rather read and play
NATRRINOS .

1°d hate to see Halg in any important post. He’s aot a team playery he’s just
jerking himsaif off. Most general officers, though, are very well-read, practical
people whe I'd yui in charge without any heslisation.

It's always interosting to hear Rick Ragsdale talk. I wonder if he's got a degree
in English: he's very convineclng. So 1s Walker, though. Can‘t decide on the 1984
data lasue.

Lot’s dunp the WA Zine Poll., Not boycott it, Jjust abandon it. Along with rating
systems. They slmply give rise to patiy complalnts and serve no valuable functlon
axcept novice information, which servics you, Bruce, amply provike with Supermova

Whers does TexTy Talliman hail feom? Sealth was the name of a great Indian maf
near Seatile {who also was one).

I've alvays 1iked Deaver‘s old style {a 1ls Calypsc and Country Boy).

Pavl Ruaterbsrg and I will always consider each other pelitically ignorant, bul
I 11ke the guy aliwady, without ever having met him,

{(Yep, Paul’s one of the more likable chaps I°ve met too, even though his poiltics
are screwy. Terxy Tellman llves in Seattle. I°'ve naver gotien to kmow him well.

I agree with you on rating systems, but not the Zine Poll. Sure, 1i's got its
foults, ut T don't see it as having no useful function.

The Gary Coughlar I know doesn’t deserve to be attacked in any zlnes'))

From Porter Wightman (9/20/83):

Dear BRIX,

Flease find my $5.00 erclosed to hring me through issue 95. You know, you're no%
really doing the hobby a service by golng trolw. You may lose lots of money on YD
but all us subbers pay $5.00 semi-amzually to speed you on the path to destruction.
We're all going toroke' VWho's getidng our money? Broke in Rochoster

¥, Even if it was $5.00 a month I°d nesd my fix.
({But nobody has ever had more fun than I am in the process of going bankrupt!

Bdexrlously, VD doesn®t cost all that much any more now that T°ve gone ditto. I mayde
lose $25 or 330 on a noxmal issue; not much more. Thanks for renewing.))
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From Mark Berch (9/34/83)s

Dear Bruce,

Michalski‘e diatribe againsi season-separation-on~request was based entlrely on
the notlon that such requests are genarated by players too lazy to work out the con-
ditionals. I hed given a counterexample, a simple hypothetleal whore there was only
a single build, but the player nesded io know what that bulld was in order to determlne
what diplomacy to use. John ignored that, as he generally does with arguments he
can‘i refute (of course, I°ve been known to resort to that sort of trick myself...).
I‘11 glve another example, this time from a real game, the lasti DY Demo game, 1980AY.
In W ‘12, France had 1o remove one of his three units. If he removed F Adr, as I very
much wented him to do, I could then stad Tuxkey 32 S °13, If he didn't xemove it, I
couldn*t stab Turkey (becausw Y anticipated that in F *13, F Ady would be used to
prop up Turkey, and would provide the talance of power in the evenly-divided Balkans).
Now, obviously I am capable of writing contingencles both ways (my psersonal record 1is
7 sets of contingent orders covering 18 diffexent permutations). Zhe protlem was my
diplomacy in the pre-S °13 pexied. If I know I*m stabbing, I*l) promise Turkey anything
even half-way reasonable ~- I don't want to put bim on his guard, and would be willing
to promise o halt my northern campaign. On the other hand, if I‘m not stabbing in 513,
I want to leave a good chance to stab him later, and I want to bergain for myself as
forward a position as Turkey would permii. So I cannot know what diplomatic approach
W take untll I see the French removal.

Ona writer suggested that there 1s always ocne’s ally to also make the reguesti.
But one does not alweys have allles, and allles cannot be depended on.

As for VD's policy, while I understand your desire to compromise, by making the
touchstone the mmber of adjustments, you've still got your eye on the wrong factor.
Ae I've indicated, a single bulld or removal can be the factor, and I do not think that
the diplomat’s interest shoiuld be oompromised. Why not leave it to the players?
Honor all seascn separatlon requests. However, state that if the situatlon falls below
some winimm level of complexity (which you can define any way you like), a player
requesting a separation should (ut 1s not oblized to) give you his reasons, If his
Teasons seem good to you, then separate the season -- ION°T COMPROMISE HIS DIFLOMATIC
RIGHTS. If the reasons don®t seem good to you, then don't be so intruskve as to
combine the seasons, Separate them anyhow, tut print the name of the requestor. If
the players axe annoyed at him, they have their ways of extracting revenge. This
should also dissuade some players from frivolous requests., While this is stll) GM
intrusion into the game, it's much less so than affecting the actual play of the
seasons, which could deprive a player of his diplopatic options oxr even NMR him.

((The decision‘s already been made, and I stand behind 1%. Understand that I am
with you 100% from a philosophical standpointé. You are right. There are rare occasions -~-
vexry rave, under my houserules ~- where a player might be denled the option of separation
when he really needs it. "

But, 1like Michalskl, you are ignoring the other side of the coin. I can tell you
thie flat out: there are players in VD who make imes-jerk = separation requests. 1 an
wwilling to let them slow the game down every season Just out of habdt. Nor am I
willing to interfere, even to the extent of printing the name of the offender if I
don't 1like his reasons. That'’s equlvalent to me saying to the other players, "Hey,
guys, I don’t like thla player®s reasons for requestlng a separation; and 1f you are
irritated by 1t too, attack for met™ I might consider automatically publiclzing the
name of a requestor, but I will not insert my Jjudgement into the game as both you and
Michalsk! have recomnended.))



From James Woodson {9/3/83): /04

lear Bruce,

Flrst of all; to all the Doomles whe have nsver been to a DipCon, Sieve Knight is
100% correct. My time at DipCon was also a great time not hecause of the tournament,
but rather because of the people I met. I urge everyons to attend one somaday.

Speaking of cons, lset 2all of your southern subbers {and anyone clse intsrested)
Imow that DixieCon will be leld ihis winter, possilly bere in Pensacola, tut perhaps
soms other southern site. If you are interested let me or Nob Howerton know.

Coagratulations on finding a mew Jjob. T hope you enjoy it as much as you sxpect.
Funny thing, 1f I were not in the Navy, I'd probebly retumn to school, earn my teaching
certificate, and teach high school math/science (ny degrec in histsry notwithstanding).

I’m thrilled o see the adveni of the RIGEL press war. I°m playing in & game in
Jzksome that I entered as a standby. The game itself bas been quite boring. but I°ve
been involved in a press war with a player in another gene, that has made it one of
the nore enjoyable games I°ve played In. This Just goes to shew that standby positlons
can be fun if you make them that way.

With regard to Cheesecake's policy on season delay/sevaraticns, I see no protlem.
Cheesgeake was the first zine I played in and Andy has GMed perfectly. In fact, he®s
ny cholce as the best M I°ve played under. I'd recommend Chessecake to anyone
wanting a new game {although Andy has no openings).

I"d like to Enow what your reaction is to the cartoons in Fesiungs Hof, I°ve enjoyed
them a lot. Perhaps the Doomles would 1lke to ses them toc. lave you considered
repriating soms of the best ones in VIV

Well, I finglly started fllght school this week, and as a result, I'm studying %o
fo Aerodynamlcs, Englueering, Navigation! Here goes!

5. I hope you enjoy this Pensacola sand. I opened my last VD in my caz. I°m
still trying to get 1t clean!?

((Hoh, heh. The sand did its job, then!

Great minds must think allke -- I had already jecided to run the cartoons from
Festungs Hof in thls annlish. Bob Howerton and Ruth Glaspey have very, um, mischievous
senses of humor. I®1ll get ‘em hoth back someday, though!

I hope the RIGEL players keep 1t up, too. 3Jince thayre all new o the hobby
(relatively), 1t's good to mee so much enthusiasm amoug my players. Hell, I wish the
Ilayers in the other games here would write press like the*ys! Xleiman's “Joopary”
Iress release in VD #54 trought in several compliments alone.

Have fum at DixieCon, and any readors Anterseted in going should get in touch with
Bob or Jemes.))

Fromw Marc Peters (9/18/83)s

Dear BRUX,

Thanks foxr the asmple. I'd sread Cupeake’s plees befoxe, but it was good to soe
it a.ga.ino

¥hy on earth are you so eager ito talk me into = sub? (Pant, pant.} The szample
you sent cost more ln postage than youxr sub fee! You musi be suts or something! Well,
ny momm: told me never to give & sucker a omeak, o included is a check =-- $10 for
sub fees, and the odd dollar for a copy of your housesralen., Don’t wogry, I don‘t want
then for ridicule, nor to drop op my nelghbor’s dog, whose head nevertheless deszexrves
crushlng in just such a manner. Neoldsy crltter! No, I just want to peruse through them
pometime when 1 have an extra hour or iwo wlth nothing alse to do.

I've hoard lois of gooed things abont VD and the ssversl I°va seen have looked
awfully good. I'm looking forwand to teling a subber. 1°'d wlunteer to sitand My, bat
you nesd those ilke AAgAMdE a hole 1n the head. Goud luck with your new Jjoh. Now
you can afford to put out & 250-page VDI
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{((Don"t tempt me -~ you never kmow what I, in my infinite weirdness, might attempt
for an ancorel

I'n surs Bob Howerton can make your comments about my houserules inte a very good
cartoon for Festungs Hof. Personally, I think they‘re better used as lnsuldtion...

Anyway, since the HRs are included in this issue; I've added the extra tuck to
your sul. Hope you enjoy your stay in the Land of Doomiedonm!))

From Michael Dtz

Bruce,

I don®t feel like slesping se I am writéng. Like your idea of having a poll about
VI tut I prefer to have a widsr choice in responses. In particular, questlon #1 should
be rated from 0 to 10.

With vegard to delaying a eeason, I feel that two people should need to request
it. But for splitting a ceason one porson should be enough if a falr number of
retreats and/or builds happen.

Hish you the best of luck wlth your new Job at GEF and even moxe luck uaing COBOL.
Hy own prejucices (rot zeally pre-Judging because I have used it) keep me from saying
anything nice about that @#i(*%¥ language. But then agein judging from the length of
Yyour houserules you and COBOL should get along fine,

On the subject of support vs. holding what would you do if a person ordexrs this?

A Ber-Mun

A Ber-Mun

If you considex this a double order then by the same token the support + hold
would be a doukble order. However, 1f not, then it would seem the othexr should not
be elther.

Loved the envelope and sand.

({The oxder A Ber-Mun would be allowed hers in the example you raise, since it
1s the only order sutmitted for the unit, even though it was submltied twlce. Thatl's
a totally different situation than giving a wnlt two different ordexrs.

I don‘t have a provision in my houserules foxr delaying a season entlrely by
player request, uxcept for S '01.

Yeah, I get along well with COBOL and always have. Okay, so 1t takes a loil of
coding to accomplish anything. But it 1s a readable {even to novice programners)
langwags, and I think its easler to use than any other. But then again, maybe that’s
just my affinity for verbosity playing tricks om my amind again!))

From Ig Lew (8/23/83):

Deax BRUX, .

I would phone a player who forgwis to vote in written orders also. In fact, I have
done it; I think it was Olsen tut I'm not murw,

If T wers to be picky about time, I'd have an intsresting protlem in that I
habitually keep my olock ruaning 10 to 30 minuiten fast.

What if your deadline is 12:05 a.m. Sunday and you go by “my clock is always
right*? Pirst thing Sunday morning Joe Player calls up but your clock is 10 ainutes
slow and says 11352, Are Joe's orders on time or ju he more than 11 hours late
bacause your clock says it's 11:52 Lhunday morning?

I cant see why you all get so exclited about typing your own phone number wrong.
An NMR is an NMR; the game won't be helped by worrying about whose fault it is. Ancther
thing 4s when you woxxry about players getting equal treatsmnt. If you just glve your
hest anti-NMA treatmen? to everyone, who will complain? No one cen ask for better
treatnent and only a meick would demand worse theastment for the others. Back to the
phone # typo, when the suy didn’t get any orders in, you'd know semething 1s amlss and
b ahle to act onm Lt.
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Here's one to make you cringe: it was long ago so I don®t emember the details,
bt Eome‘thing Likes "4 K.ie"Ho:Lg ARuh S A Kia‘”}z()lg and A Mutiseoiine s s What should I
do with A Mun?” (I always talk to myself whenm L°m on the phone.) "Well, you could
go to Tyo, or..." “Yeah, I'll go to Tyo." This »azlly happened. Don‘*t bother to
28k for names, I can't remember. ()

Iant "dominatrix” a feminine form? T.ooks 1llka 14, like "aviatzix" and "exscutrix",
ete., none of which one sess any more,

It oocurs to me that eating one’s huniee seives orly to (mayb:) eave a cow 1n
the produce department. A deer is just as dead ~- eaten or not.

Freedom is mosily bunk.

1 take that back ~~ for those without benefit of cow, I supposs it does matter if
he huntee is et,

Nixon did want to resign, I might point out.

I won®t pretend USSH 1s nicer than USA., USA is easlly defendable politically; I
think the main preblems with the government are reflacted psychologleally. But I don't
want tw talk about it «- ask somebody elsa.

If you weren’'t so tighi-ass (Tmesls Douglas, who is mildly anti~fug, would say
"Tight ass? Damn straight!”), you could say, "Seasons will be separated for & good
reason.™

Stop me AU I've told you =~ I recall a season in which there were a tunch of
retreats and bullds, se I expiained on paper why each waz relavant to ny orders,
waltiplied out the posslible combinations and gave a minute 4o writs osders for oach
condition. Tumed out to be a few days =0 I sent the pages to the GM fliguring I'd at
ieast have a good sob story if they weren’t separated. Tumed ont & out of 5 requested
saparailon anywany-

Ulscusslng merlis, or lack thereof, of Spanish culture:

Sister: What good is Spaln, anyway?

Mo: Well, 1f 1t weren't for Speln, France would bte on the cormer and it would
ook funny.

Brothers ...and Portugel would be an 1sland’

(I suppose you think that's worth printing. )

It was in Cheesocake that I xead the suggestion that separation requestors ought
to chooss the summer/wWinter results they think most likely and write a set of orers
condltional therson and raguest separation conditional on any oiher results.

Or you could have a ashortor dsadline for a winter sezson, so a8 o not slow down
the game. Would be z nulsance to @%s with many games, 1 suppose.

there are people up here who want o kick Alasks out of the union %oo. They
claim Alasks is belng "used" -- that you folks got more out of us than we get out of
F0U, which I belleve. Detrsctors say if we left Papa US the commies would attack
Jmpedlately, which is bullashit. ALl the same I°d Just as soon stay part of the USA.

I 1ive here as a result of ipertia. When I wag 4 years old I was carted up here
by my mother from my birthplace of L.4. (of which I have no memories), Now I stlck
around because I've grown used to it and have firiends here, and becnuse it zosts
money to move. If 1t weren®t for that, I‘d probably be $n Australia.

Mm, I suppese you want zn endgame statement from me toc. Okay. As I recall,
when I came in {{to JUPITER)) I was being cut up by Clsen. Austriz and GUermany wera
dying too, so I wrote to them saying we should maks a sort of Dreikalserbund and
order nicely for each other st least long enough to gt us out of shit creek. This
Was done.

I kept on writing ic Rauterberg. and one of us pointed ovut thut becauss of TLOXY:
a win would be impossihle because if/when it got down to two they'd keep ordering each
other away, so the logical goal was a two=way draw. Then my great pathematical mind
discovered that If a country is eliminated, any two countries egnidistant around from
the ellnlnatee get to order ezch other twice as often. So Paul and T went about
elininating Italy, We finally succeeded but 1t didn‘t help much because I started not

¢
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writing and botching orders, So Paul started allying with Dave and I rxesigned.

LUNA ended too, huh? This one started with a phone call from BRUL. Apparently
he was one short of & muliiple of 7 to siart a new baich of games. I had sxpressed
interest but sent no ux. BRUX offered me a free game. I sald okay -- thils vas By
first mistake.

A few days later thls guy calls me up and says this is diiz I} want Norway. 1
didn’t know what the hell he was talking about because I didn’t get VD yet. So he
explains "You're England and I'm Russia. Anyway I just wanted to let you know I want
Norway." I was thinking, "Right, asshole, and I want Moscow" ot 1 s2id something
1ike slow dovm, buddy, wait ti11 I get the game start. I got ¥D a fow days later and
saw Osuch was France. I tried to be fair and wrote to him and Germany boih, but T
ended up allylng with Osuch anyway and, after a few turns, gave up on Peeling guliliy
about it. Also An spring '01 I intended to write to Austria and Turkey lo say Ditz is
a Jerk so attack him, but I never mailed them. No fear, they attacked him anyway.
Things were fine until Turkey stabbed Austria and Ditz started getting big again. then
it was me and Osuch against Russla and Turkey with them others squashed in botween.
Ditz wrote a letter saying he was forced to ally wlih Turkey because e wid Osuch were
"so damn Yuddy tuddy". This was true so L figured I°G be nice and make the flrst move.
A few weeks later I got around to setiing up the board. Wondering if I ahould thone
or write Ditz, I looked up the deadline in VD oops it°s missed so I MMR. Then I
figure encugh of this shit and I resign.

I figured no sense in even sending finel ozders, because there was already &
standby called to do 1i. Bui he NMRed and I was blamed.

((You were? It would have beon nice of you to send in final orders, tut I don't
racall anyone blaming you. Your znalyses of JUPITER and LINA, although sent late and
printed very late, are interesting to read. I like your desciption of the phons call
from DAtz

The example you xefer to regaxding your Amy Munich is a clear case of GM Interiarenc

I don’t know if you told me before about the lncldent with all the condltional
orders (it sounds familiar), Wit you seem to mlsa the point that pegolx ions can e
affected by non-moving seasons as well as spring or fall ordsrs.

Thanks for writing. Your style is, uh, unlque and I wouldn't want your latters
to stop arriving for the worldf)) ‘

From Bob Olsen (9/21/83}s

Deax BRUX, : _

Cee, At°'s taken an unconsclonably long time for me to get to this, hasn't 4t? ALl
I can say in my defensa 1s...well, you havan't sent me anything to activate a leiter,
now have you? Actually I had been half-expecting p new VD any day. Guess there’s no
mid-monthly this time, too bad. ona does becowe spoiled...

T*ve seen that you'rs Jjuet swesping from vietory to victory lately. Firet of all
congratulations on your three-way draw for Most Olnoxious Hobby Memborg couldn’t have
happened to a mere olmoxious guy...apparently. Auyway this is an awerd you’ve been
working toward for a long time and I'm so glad you’ve finally achieved 1%,

As for the Toady Poll, please wee the enclosed. There was a slight arrors my vois
was not counted for some reason, aud since I voted for Jim-Boob, that glvea him the
nocessary points for a solo win, gust llke last year. I‘m sure you wlll not be sorry
to see this since I personally never considered you a toady...for one thing,; iosadies
are never otnoxlous. '

Pudgecon went over well, or so it seomed; 1t ssemed more like a continustion eftar
a brief bresk, than a separate avent. One bii of controversy for you 1s that the ot
computer got quite a workout this year, and there‘'s some debata over whether this was
a good idea or not. About half say it ruined the purity of bodily essence of IAplomacy
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.f‘cti.ahim, and the other half seem to have enjoyed 1t. Personally I'd rather watch
Some body else play romputer games =~ Or watch somebody alse count out~of-state
license plates ~- than provide cannon todder for the likes of Ozog and Magzeer in Ip
gues, ut then I never claimed to 1lke FI¥ Dip ainyway. I have onough embarrassnent
in postal play without looking for troubla...

The ol® computer is back in oporatlon after baving 1ts printer die for a counie of
months. Computer malotenance - Hat's the racket 4o get Lito, The Atari Sexrvics
Centers here in town consiat of ore car-storeo siore, and one furniture store. 'The
cax-storeo guy, at leasi, is a total incompetent; atter he “fized” the thing for six
weeks 1 got it back and 4% dldn*t work 0 I sent it to New York and got i1t repaired 1in
thres days. langley and I both crashed at about the same time, I guess, 80 I had
some ldes of what he was going through.

Woody’s going to lot me QM one of his games while he’s in Europe. My first taste
of power! Of course I am shifting the game to YOUR houserules for that one season ---
thess are (ooh T loved it when Rod eaid i%) Yad kids who don't write tholr orders
zhght: Heh heh, Aa you may have heard I made sood use of youx houserules at Pudgecon
(and not for heating either). Actually had Kethy made the Wrip out, Y was going to
have them Tframed and hung on the wall wher: she got here, but had to think of another
bPlan. But never fear, I did find out they were good for something. Unfortunately, we
dlscoversd that Gary is too cheap 4o ray 71 cents for them -~ on the other hand, thils
wan ihe ordginal version without the anendments. ..

{{Salling defeciive morchandise, sh? Yea, I heaprd the story (I think it was printed
in Magus about how you went down te Whe airport with s copy of my heusexules and tried
%o lure poople off the streets and Into Pudgecon. Did I get that right?

1 was very pleased and honored 10 tle for the Most Otmoxiocus Hobby Member award.
After all these years, it’s nice to feel apmreciated? As forr Teady of the Year; wall,
let ‘e sme how "Dead Skunk® Luedl rules on that ore before I Rake ny acceptance speech,

Sorry for the lack of personal correspondence latelys this month®s besn Just a bit
tusy tut I°ve managed to get o fow lotters out s I'11 get one to you sometime in the
next year., Or sooner. Now that you're aot useful to me in Swedish...aw, never mind,

Glad to hear thai Pudgecon was a Success agaln. Damned if I didn’t want to L
Some year...})

From Ronald Brown (9/4/83)

Daar Bruce,

Delighted to near you found a job, though T'n Jealous. I iove COAOL., It has Just
the kind of organization snd structure that 50 many languagss lack. So bhow come nohody
will even considesr hiring me to write Programs for then? I went to the wmivarsity ifor
Bevon years and worked in a profession for the Past alght in order to qualify o clean
printers and mount vapec! I am making less than haif of what I was as a teacher.

Oh well, they keep telling me it's a atopping stone. That’s hard to belleve at
thres in the mornlug when Ivn vrapping listlngs 4o s sent out in the woraing dellvery.
Hepafully, all this wili change ‘mfore too long. At least a z1llion people have
told 319 that they atarted out tha sawe way. {(So. when did you serve your apprentice.-

shlp? .

Bon’ i envy your computing, though, At least I can bo at work in ten minutes. I
had juite enough of long-distance driving my last yaar in Maniwaki. The car falling
apart wnder you is jusi a symptom of shat's happening to you..,

Glad to see VD dolng B0 well., T've almays epjoyed Lt and appraclated the work you
put into Bupernova. Your proiptness in desling wlth requests belps keep beglnners i
e hobby, 1'm =ure.

Guess you got a pleoture of yourstruly at Ovigine *82, s you don't nwed ancthai
o clutter your desk. Does this mean you're coming vut wiin a very special lssme



before too long? /

In response to Mark Berch on miswritten orders, I think this “controversy" has
about mm 1ts course.

Anyhow, ito clarify on what is required in an oxder: 1t does not state in the
Rulebook that uniti designations must be glven, as Mark points out. Nor do I mention
this in my houserulee. Does this encourage players not to label thelr units when
suteitting their orders as Maxk claime? Well, I‘ve GMed 14 games over thres ysars
and only oncs had orders submlitted wlthout unit designations.

I think the argument focuses on a playet's responsibllitiass -~ at least, thet s
where I°d 1lke to keep it. If a player writes "i Bre-Par" when the unit 1s a fleeti;
© the order 1s cleaxly 1llegal. If he wrltes ™A Bre-Plc" uwhen he has a fleet ln Breasi,
Maxk would "correct” the player and I would not. He would make the corpection beczuse
ha feals that the unlt informatlon s not required and is therefore trivial., I do
not because it 1s ambiguous end I am loath to make any declsions Involving player
intentions. I avold that by accepting the player’s wriltten oxdexr, as is, I don't seco
hov an assuaption that s written orxder is an error ln meed of coxrrection by the M is
falr to anycne. If that®s how Mark runs his games, so be it, but I think, in all
falmess, I would want to know what else he will "correei® for me if I were to play
under him. As a player I want ny GM to follow my orders as I wrote 'them, not as he
thinks I should have written tham. I hold that ths player, not the @i, is responsllle
for his .own orders.

{((And of course I'm with you all the way. Hark doesn’t run any games, by the
way; he Just sits around and acis like a GM. I think you would be wise to mentiox in
your houserules that you do requlre the correct unii designation, since the Rulebook
doesn’t say it.

Yop, I‘ve got your picture, and a tunch of others from Canada thanks to UDave
Caxter who sent them on. Even gei one of Randolph in there.

Hey, I hops your Jjob sltuation improves. I guess I'm one of the lucky ones ~- [
started out as a programmer right out of collegs, though I later went beck and iato
various and sundry othar professions. Keep plugglng, anyway; you've certalniy goi
the drive and the =marts.

As for the commuting, I've gotten inic a carpool 80 that money, at least, imn’t 2
major factor any more. Bult two hours a day on the 1vad adds up to a lot of losi
time over the course of a year or two, so I'll probehly still be moving sometims in
the mear future.

If you mean to ask whether I'11l e puttlag out an issue with all thope photos I
have; sorry, tut no. The price of printing pictures is too prohildtive. But I wilil
have a very nice photc altum to show off at cons from now one.))

From Gary Cougblan (9/27/83):

Dear BRUX, :

I Jjust wanted to make sure you know that T am nut in favor of things 1ilike thae Bakke
decislon. X do think that the most qualified should get the pusitlons regardless of
race. Bakke should have been in the school. I don't believe in quotas.

Howsver I don't think that scholarships fall Into this category and that 1s whatlt my
commenis were upon. Every ethnlic group that I know »f has scholarships tallored for
thelr peopls, 1ike B‘mal B'rith, clubs in high schools, and state colleges. I don‘t
see how the exlstence of any of these discriminates agzainst you. You doubtless had
access to scholarships that I 41d mot (1ike New York State scholarahips -~ I doubt you
would have been eligille for a Memphis State University scholarship). Well gueas
that's 1t. Til latar...

{(Looke as though I somehow misinterpreted your last lotter. I am mot opposec iv
the type of scholarships you describe. I thought you wexe backlag quotas snd othsr
forms of reverse discrimination.)) _
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From Fol Si Fie #50... /lo
Verdations
by Randolph Samyth

Most of you know that I°ve mever been & Mgfanofva.ﬂmte, for the same yeasons
ﬂuatInnavhanI“mu’gﬂtoatintoﬂnmmingmm. 'nnmmdmttoomny
different gemes knocking around, and none that T know of with a besis in “true”
Diplomacy offer significant advantages over the origimal, So far, the same 0ld board
and rulee provide me with great enjoyment, with no need of the “variety” ascribed to
chauges 1n either. Now that I’m into Diplomacy, Y find it more satiafylng to hones my
acdlls (ehat akidls ~- yoh) here then to Junp feet firet intoc half-a-~dogen alternatives,
Why, then, an articles entitled as this one?

Fooled ya! I won'$ he discussing variants, but variations. The latter bteasta arise
wignever a player gets into Bore than one #ins, and thus Nlays under more than one set
of housarvles, The wrinkles thataxiaemezplmmyI remain 20 fascinated by the
etandard graps, A& quosilon; please: would you play an ldeniical position, against
identice) opponents, differently under different CHas? (On a practical level, 1s your
¥lew of & game altared AY the gane 1sor1ﬂmdandp1ckedupimmtnlybyamwng
differont procedures?) I eubtmit that all changes, including these "exira.gane” onas,
Musi te cousidered in urder to aqueeze the maximun out of each position. True, the
standardiced format of most conpotent (M8 will keep such alter=tions to & minlnua,
but they should not &c unnotiesd,

Bxtremely unusual houserules and/or downxight incompetance nust be dealt with on an
individual besis and are unsultable as exanplea. Howevar, take a common discrepancy -
pubiishing schedules. There you are, with ? centers, in the middle of & texrxific battls,
with the option of finlehing a “strong eecond” behind a i-center candidate for the win,
ox Joluing an opposing alliance involving close tactical cooperation with 3~i other
powrs, Some would unhesltatingly opt for ane course or the other depending on their
personal philosophy, their knowladge of the other Blayers, etc, But suppose things
Are 1ot 80 clear~cuty if there ia flexibility to make a trus “declaion" as opposad
% & “reflex", factors which ave not pert of the game per se can and should be taken
inte aotount.,

If one of ths smel) mations is comanded by someone frop Californin, ancther by a
Texan, and the Ontaris ganesirs runa on three-week deadlines, think carefully before
&oing the “cooperation routs, unlese you are Mr, Megabucks and enjoy long-distance
calls. If everyons lives within 200 milee of each othex (mots that in any but the
amall-clrculation azines, the geographlc distribution of the players is a GM option as
certainly as the deadllves are), and the dead]inss are & leisurely four weaks, then the
big,pomhaprohahlymdeamishhe in committing himself to the win in the face of
Potentially united opposition. On the other hand, Af the desdliines are even longer,
or the zine appeare irregularly, boredom becomes a major consideration, and is particularly

eualler tut opportunistic powsr 48 more 11kely to stab fer secord 1n this onse as well,
unless the entire alliance expresaly forbids it! To ignore such mraneters is to

more than by ths playors themselves. I don’t have faots to back this up (do I ever?),
80 perhaps I°m about to "suck wind”. But I°1l lay a moderate bei that #gRmes run on
Tour-week deadlines also last the longest in terms of game ysars., Except in special
clraumstances, I suggest that the effective “victory ariterion” ic only 13-15 units

an opposltion shere even the slightest oonfusion exists, With coordinated dsfense,
normelly possible oa four-week deadlines only, even 16~17 centers should Teguire a
critical fight and a bit of luck to win (alvays asmming the commitment of the amaller
powers to the defense).

A shidzt nots on chronic GM errorss Ithinknyomplaybemmeslnmasinglylaaa
consexvative with every (Ming oddity. The "slow but sure” option is mot at all “mme-
if the adjudications are unreliatle, and general confusion is besi exploited by

ssion and surpriss. The thought that, win or loee, one‘s comnection ¥lth the gane

» be turninated sconsr with a "fast” sirategy i1z ales in Plain sight in such sitnetions.



Varistions and the Great Powrs ”l

If you're & good 1ittle Doomle, you’ve already reed Randolph Smyth's sxcellent
articie about variations. The article sas reprinted here to serve as a springboard for
vhat follows, Thie busineas of variations which arise due to differing sets of house-
rulee has intrigued me sver since I initially read the article several years ago. But
Rendolph‘s articls pertained to how players might behave once the game is underwmy,
glven the varying nlaying envirooments found undex different GHe. I now wish to shift
the discussion to focus on the effecte &f such variations as thoy rwlate to the seven
Great Fowers in the game. A guestion, to be brought up again later in the article:
Would you bese your country prefezence list on a gine’s houserules?

It may be of some value %o give a practical example at this point, to illustrate
what I'a driving at, Consider the fact that in Graunstark, the countyy of Italy has
done extremely well over the years, Whai possidie explauations ere there for this
(seemingly) anamnlous sucossa? Some answers:

1, Even in a sine as old as Graustark (20 years), the mwber of gapes played to
date is far from encugh to establish any trends with a meaningful degree of statistical
significance. In othexr worda, the high incidence of Italian victories is merely a
fluke; an abberation whoss effscts would e greatly reduced or destroyed entirely Af
thousands of games were to be playsd in Graustark.

2. It Just happens to be the cass ithat a falrly high number of Graustark’s batier
players prefer Italy, and place it high on their pgreference lists —- thus eventually
producing a high sucoess rate for that couniry.

3o Craustatk is right and the rest of the hobby s wrong ~ £fd £idf ¥ ¥
Italy really is the most powerful country and the sum total of the results produced
by the rest of the hobhy over the years is anomalous; not the Graustark results.

4, The style of play in Graustark differs significantly from that found in other
zines. Perhaps its players are more Zavorahle to the Italy/Austria alllance (fox
inatance) than are players sleewiwze.

5. There are some houssrules in Graustark that very subtly tip the balance of
power more in faver of Italy than the houseruies of must other sines.

latis txriefly explore esch of these posaibilitiss. #3 1s the saslest to discuss,
as it oan be instantly discarded. The mmber of games played elsewhore in the hobby
to date 18 statiatically significant, and it would be preposterous io assmuse that
these are ancmalous and that Granstark’s axre a true reflection of Tialian strength.
We may dispose of thet poesibility, to stert with.

Possibilities #2 and 4 are, on the other hand, not so sasy to disecount. It is
indoed conoeivahle that the beat exs 1n Crauetark prefaxr Italy; likewise it is
not lapossitle (nor sven unlikely) that players there eaploy a differsnt style than
others in the hobly (e.g. that they place higher prioritiss on the formation of
alliances favorable to Ytaly), To anewer these gquestions, it would be necesaary to
interview the players, or study their games, or both. If I must spoculate from relative
1gnoranoe (yeeh, BRUX, you must...}; I would gusss that even if thess two situations
do exist in » they are proiably falrly unimportant factors, Put without a
detalled at of playess and the games there, such speculation 18 ¢f coures very
Poasibility #1, I daelisve, must be considered to be easlly ihe biggest factor in
Italy’s sucosss rate in Creustark. That is, out of several dozen games completed, and
peThaps 25 to 30 wins (I"n not at all suxe of the exact mwmbers), it is very
reasonable that Italy, the weakeat power of all, might win six or ssven times. Clsarly
one would not expect this pattern to contimw indefinitely; if Italy were to win 60
or 70 games out of 250 ox 300 wine, then this explanation could mo longer be considsred
8 reasonable one. But slx or seven wins in the history of Graustark can very sasily
be viewed as a rather ainor ripple in the normel pool of long-rangs probebiliities.




nz o *

Andihat, in an extremely rousdabout vay, bringe me to possibiiity #5: that there
are some Greustark houssrules ﬂnthymbtlybaaathemsinfamrofnalya Do I
think this 15 the cass? I don’t kmow., I have ainply presentsd the asituation in
Graustark as an example; & jumping-off roint for the concept I wieh to present here:
that the houserules of certaln zines may (and in fact, pust) fawr scme countries more
than those of other zines. I shall delve into this momentarily with some specifics,
but first there are some peripheral voints that I wish to make,

First, the above discussion in no way 19 intended to convey & value judgement
regaxding Graustark. I simply chose that oxanple because I happen to have heard about
ITtaly’s unusual performance record there.

Secondly, the word “houserules” in the context of this article means something
slightly different than its normal definition., I ar, for the purposes of this
discusaion, raferringtoa“houaema“aathemyinmiahagimmnunaelna
given situatlon, whether or not he fi spolls this out in advance. This 1s in
ellght cortrast to the usual definition of tiw term, which refers to & wriiten declalon
of & ruiing, distziduted tv players before 1t is applicable. The perceptive reader
may nots with amusement that (Ms such as Steve Axrnawoodisn or John Carusc, who profess
% dospice the 1ittle beastios, in fact have as many “houserulss™ as do I, since ths
sai, of potential circumstances in their games is for alil mractical pmuarposes identical
to those iz aine.

Third, I do not interd to imply ﬂma,ny%_i%aam {or dissdvantage)
night accrue to certain countries by virtue of a zine’s houssrulea. To the conteary,
I view the effects I am sabout to describe as neglisitle. That is, I don’t feel that
these offects would make themselvesm apparent unless hundreds of thousands of games were
played in each of zevercl different zines, and then the statistics closaly analyvzed.
S0, these of you who have xead up %o this polnt in the hope of obtaining soms mactical
advice nay Just as well abort now (sorzy!), but those interested in the theoretical
side of the matter will went to read on.

«soWhich brings me, at last, to the central issue of the articie. Let’s look at
Sone examples of varlatlone and how they might affect (usually very slightly) the
Fortunes of particular countries.

1, “In this sine, the ablweviation "Hor® is always considered smbiguous." 1 hawve
geen this houserule befora. Who might this affect vegatively? Why, what country
moves the most Iln the “Nor“ speces, and 1s therefore most likely tc run afoul of
this housarule? Jkngland, of course! This houserule, then, could be reasomably viewed
as unfavorable ¢ 3ngland, as in the long run players of that countyry will probably be
Iart by it more than will others. On the other hand, I would think that this rule might
ever so slightly favor Russia, who 18 England’s freguent enemy in Scandinavia. The
houvserule 1s pro-~Russia; anti~Eogiand.

2. “The neutral orders to be used in the event of a Spring 1901 NMR in this gine
are...", VD i& one of many sines thet omploy neutral orders in Spring °0f. Who
benefits most from this? To some extent, the snswer to i{hat guestlion depends on
uwhat the neutral orders ave, bBut most sines that use them use falrly standard moves;
¢.g. (for England) F Edi-Nwg and F Lon-Nth, Considsr England’s situation, again, If
I¥R in Spring °0)1 meant that all units hold, then an MiRlng England would lose practically
all hope of a build without this houserule. The same 1s ceritainly not txue of a
slallarly anfortunnte Germany, which atill has a decent shot at Demmark or Holland.
Sio England benefite more thean most countries whsE noutrel orders are used; Gexmany
less than some others. The houserule ie pro-England; anti-Gexmany.

3. “Draws include all survivors.” Surely everyone has heard of this housezule s
it has generated no small degree of controvexrsy in at least one recent instance, But
vho does it favor? Questions who survives most of the time? France, for oms. France
1s among the leaders in games survived without participating in the draw. Who dles
easlly? Ausiria, most of ald. There is, however, a mitigating circumstance in this
example; in some cases DIAS games go on longer than usual as the dominpant powers destroy
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the lesser ones to shorten the draw. But, mqmuym,nmm-emmigoaor
°09.mmammofmpmmmamumm.umwmm,
thoy would have teen excluded, mttwmmpmismunhmlmlytoh
France than Austria. Ths houserule is pro-Franoe; anti-Ausixris.

4, "Seasons will be separated at the request of onme player." thew! Ve are mow
enmmmunmuw@wmmsmmmmwmofm
oountriss are very difficult to dotezmine. But here’s how I°d call this ons: since
thishomrulemhaaitaasytoaamtam.wmuldmmﬂmtmmlh
a higher incidence of winters played separatoly. So who 18 helped, or hmt, the most
when wintere ave playsd separately? There axe some countries whose btuilds are ofien
vary revealing, and others who ars betier able to disgulse the purpose behind their
now units. Engund,lth:nk.muintotmfmtmws:ry;themofmam
anywheze will often alert Gemany to poseilly unfriendly British intentions and F lon
or F Lvp will invariadly vnnerve the Frenchaan. Austria, on the othexr hard, does not
ﬂ:isproblentoﬂnmcmntthatmmdma;mammmanynsmh

toamchamofamorAmchimmmao And elthough it

truo that sven during combined eeasons, the players can “see' each others® builds
via the mechenism of conditional oxrders, meny players don'i. The houseruls, then, i
An my opinion ro-Austris; apti-England, (Ever so sMighily...)

5, “"Impersonation of the (M is permitied in this zine." Impersomation of the
M often involvea ihe mailing of a phony readjudication. To whom do you send such a
notorious document? To a nelghbo mmwhingpluﬂbyammm:d.ofmmﬁ
(Any player above the in vel of & chowderhead is 1ikely to see right through
mm;mﬂndnmmwudwmm&wthefordeGtmuMa
ml@moftmm,mmmtigmhmimm&admhpoftm
resulting misordersd units next eeason.) Which countries axe most llkely bave
chowderheaded neighbors? Well, shich countriss have the most neighbors? Rumsia, for
one. She starts the game with four neighbors to Turkey's two, and is likely to maintaln
m_cha.haﬂttmoughoutthsooumofthﬁm. The houserule, them, is pro-Bussiaj
anti~Turkey, (It is al®mo anti-chowdexhead. )

6. "Flaysrs may build inland fleets.” Don“tlauatwrolsimuudtohavethia
houserule, and the Rulebook doesn’t directly probibit the Tactic, For some xeason,
though, most Italien (and English, and Turkish) players in that gins never showed much
interest in taking sdvantage of the rule; whils an astute (ormany gould. {Resderw
uhomttommemﬂonttacticalarﬁdsuhichimolwsthnh-ﬁﬁ_oi’a.ﬂutin
nmchmmrmummus%mmmmmm.) The houserule
is mro-Gemmany; anti-Italy. |

7. "Unordered units which are dislodged will automatically be disbanded.” -- atout
this ons, who knowa?! ‘nﬂsfawrs,,p:hsps.mwnrmuntrynhmmwhwe
a stationary wnit in & position to be dislodged, Certalnly dimlodgements ocour with
greater frequency in some spaces {such as Belgimm) than othere (1ike Armenia), It would
mamwm-%wmmtmehmmmmmww
xule. m&%,lm , has this houserule. Pure spsculatiom oould the
configmwtion m:dhanhthat,intbelon;m.unﬂ.umormlmm
sosenbat 1ess mubject to supported attacks than those elsewhere on the board? Parbape
1:1;-?'mpmtismuumfowfrm;{mmmmm?mt
ODLY . houserule 277771 antd-77777. (But At does favor someons —- At pust,
uumm&h’ l"I

8. Mmumhmomuthtmsmﬂofamjoﬁwofth
Payers.* (The normal procedure is much sisplers the (M simply announces the amendsent
Taken in isolation, momhueMammlymmotMMOrth
of the seven countries, M.m#m@mmmausmmmmmm
Assume for a moment that the other houserules make the ziue, say, slightly pro-Austria
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end antd~France (meaning, of courss, that the sun total of the sime’s houserules,
Integrated together and woighted in proportion to their relativw country-affecting
abllities, favor Austria and work against Francs). This houserule, which makes it
difficult io change other hew o8, effectively anplifios the biasss already
rresont. In other wopds, in tha context of thile 2ine’s othor houserules, this rule is
IrocAvatria; anti-Feance. ~(The rich got richer, and.e.) And the reveree would hole
true as well; A7 the houserules aye oasily anonded, then the pro-Austria/anti-France
bias in the zins is slighily weakened., Op, in thia hypothetical zine we are considar s
the houseruls would then beouze —France; anfd-Auntria. (Second-order houseruls

§uat13r -

varlations with thie effact may thought of as *Robin Hood" rules. )

4\3.101’1.119ahowinmtmmttohplyﬂmtap]war@umhuem
Yeference lists on a sine’s houserules. If, on the average, Russia wins 19 pex cent
of all won games and Gexmany 17 per cent; then even in the most airongly pro-Germany,
auti-Russie. zine, we might expoot the percentages to swing to,enyany, 18.99% for
Russls and 17.04% for Germany. So if you prefor a given couutry, you should mot zlter
your prefersnos list to acoomodate the houservles you will bs playing under (to muswer
the question posed at the beginning of the a.rucleg, Noxr should your choice of a sine
b¢ based on your ocomtry prefsvencs, The advantages thus gained are far too miniscyle
Lo make this a prectical consideration, (in additiondto which we ean safoly assvos
that uo player hae either the “esources ox the abllity to determine which sinas Faropr
utideh countriee overall, )

The whole concept leade to mome moxe entertaining food for thought, though, w¥aich
Jive elready digeated but will be delighted to regurgitate for yous cculd it be i
& (1, in deviaing his houmsrules; aubconscionnly favors his favorlts country? Convarsely,
is Bill Highfield unwdttingly Ming rro~Rusaia games in The Modern Patriot? — whut a
basuatiful irony! (Beitter Camsch those houserules, B4i11,)

Does Kathy Pyrne aubconociously choose mo-Iiely sinse to play in, thus undermiining
bar comscioys attempts to avold all facets of houserule-amarenesa? Do “mtrict” (Mis
run, perhaps, pro-Turkey zines) sinply because most of the "strict” houserules Just
happen by sheer chance to favor Turkey? The possibilities are countless, , .

Bui the thinkers cut there in the Diplonecy world wil) surely acknowledge tho
oxistenoce of these veriations dus to dlffexent sata of houserules, and the fact taat
6uch veriations can and do affect the chances of the seven countries in different wys
from zing to zine,

Fext month: the effects of acid xain on Austrie®s decision to open to Galleisn...

Syciie Article (from page 165)

article then ~- I mean everyone will just begin at the top of the page anyway."”
I looked at hinm quizzically, “So how should I handie it
"Look, Bruce, you're about to put out an anniversary lssue, right? Use your
insgination. What's alwaye a problem for you whern you put together a blg iassue?"
"Nall, there’s a lot of typing and.,.”
"No, I mean what part of the issue do you always have ﬂ:ehardssttinefilling:'"
"Well, certainly not the letter column. Nor the press ssctions, especially RIGEL,
I afrald I just don't see what you're getting at heve."

‘He looked irritated. "Look, Bruce, when you ut out a big issue, don’t you always
Been to have a mumber of pages with empty spece at the bottom? A few 1linss; even a
quarter of a page?"

A great light dawned, and then I knew what he meant. But what would be a suitahle
topic for such an article,” I queried.

"Why don't you write about cyallc writing?" he suggested.
"Geez, I dunno — it sounds like rather a drab topic just to write about, doesn®t

(go to page 35)




funiluge A Blologist’s Viewpolnb

uy Bdwund Jedry

i hope that VD's subseribers will let me takz a few wlnules of ‘helr tire Lo
state ocme facts sbout a sport that has been the fovus of several receni letters in
the Goscip Celumn ~- huniing. Before I begin, however, 1 wouwid llke o cay that 1
#i11l diseuss this Lesue frop a sclentific polnt of vies. I am a Liologist whose studies
nawe focused on evolutlon and acology throughout my underwreduate and graduale achool
educz tlon.

"he First term and Laste law of natere that ] would like o Introduce to all Doories,
mad a8k uem to keep ia mind while reading this artlcle, ls YEalance-of-Nunbeyrs, ™
Because of its imporlance to the food-wed, "hHalance-of-Numbcoces" 1s always considaxnd
when discussing ALL wredator/prey relationships; e.g. deexr {predator) v. forest
vegstailon {prey), vouniain lione ard/or wolf packs (predators) v. desr {(prey;. wan
{vredator) v, all sther organisus in our blosphwre (prey).

For eons in the pasi, Mother Nature hes Ingenicualy sad lovingly enforced ihis
law of "Halance-of-Numbers® bwcause thexe iz only a limited amount of energy that is
avallable o support life on this planet. This amount is uliimately determined by
the sun. But recently i{his balance of numbers han been upsetl.

This upset of nature’s most Yesic and important law has been caused Y 4 meatal
xha 38, and always will be. in a ocecond-place posliion behind ihe insects iu rmddlng
the pilanei earth ~- MAN. His malintenance of thls second-place ranking 1s duw mainly to
his Funecilonal Opposable Thumb and not bis intelligence [or lack therect } oas many
oliewe.

st eome time, I am Sure that all of jou bave scen the followed {oeersimpllfied)
Food {web! Chaln dlagrase
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“his graph deplets the provorilen of each Lype of orgeniem ihat owr tlowhere
can support tased on foed/energy avalilalMility velagtlenshlips. Nots well Wat all ane;y
to support 13fe Wltimalely comes from the sun. The rwason why the diagram s rlaneuiar
rather than rectanguiac, for example, Ls due e ensryy expended during nwrwmal evergsiay
seflvities. AS one progresses up the food sheln, snergy Is lest abl each step duc o
onfzouy, metatolism, dlgestion, veproductlan, ele. Therefore, omly a smsller
proporiionate population can bo supported as compared to the siep below It

I «ll specles, wore ovganisms are born than - the envirenment can pessibly suppoit.
naiural Seleciion Lakes place here allowing the fitiest to suxrvive. Thus, dhe stresaest
Tmost adapled, not mescls-bound) fuve thelr Jepreivetive informailon swvellabis fop
the neoxh getsraticon.

There are only Wwo days st palusal seiectiop elliisates uicess mumbules
slarvaidion op predation. {Llscass le « forn of predavion. P Wy organlums thal e
vanked iewer on the food ohein ppeanid. 31 iz mest Uikely ther thw sXcegss rambios
With v alimilnatsd tbowwal oredatlon Howsver, fow e predators whloh oecupy e
highast posiiuiens, sabinn e thalr post Dikeiy end.
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Ihe Jirst ltema te be burned are the fon-essentizis pile Durmiuure ano 1ifoio o,
After thess have Leun used; the orew proceed i lear down the wood that Foros e
siructure of the stsashoats. By the time these bowis cross tae findsh lims, iho TOLy
things that ave left are the hull and the steam anglns,

T™is ls tmslcally how an anlmadl starves to dsath. Piret carbohydrate stores arm:
depleted: Second to go Iz fai, axcept for the protective fat around Lhe hmart and
kidneys and ihe lubricating fai aromnd the eyes. Structural proteains, 1like musels,
are then degraded down o thelr carbohydrate precursors and asmonla. Flasily, the
fat around the teart, kidneys and eyes is broken downe Bud that 18 of no conssrn o
the animel Yecause the mylen around the axons of nerves is alss Woing waed for
fuel. Death is just sround the cornex.

Starvatlon 1s obwlounly a slov and painful procesa.  wWhen an anlmal has sburved w
death 18 has Masicaliy digested Liself.

Now ihat man bas simost ellninated ai) predstors - with the curvent axBeption of
himself ~- frem the food chala. the food web pyramid is distorted wnatureily 1ike thise
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wince Here are ro ivier any large scule “natural jredator populstionz’ (o

imiance the exness numbers of herbivoces. lhey fuve a groater protabil ity of gtareatdon -

Lol is exactly #hat they do. | measil that severwl ¥ours ago a choseivallve astlwaly
in a nldwastern ares that 75,000 dser siasved o dea e 30 Juast ope slate’

Aprarently, ths mosi humans soluilon Lo the above problan 18 W womehtw fesiolk
Gy ecvipsneent With astural svedators.  This, however, carsmpd be dere.  Fon can. i
dous; Live In bharmony with herblvorss Soth wlid and drmesiin, Uniorivaataly . i
iz dnpozsitls o heammonize vell wlith wilg Sears, lions, vnives, and otbe o 3
mrodators,

The lest markind cun do 1s 4o precefre what 4s left o7 the natowml baadtahe Dor
£lds crwaturen, und tv carefully nonlior and belance the excesses in Dumbars
that Llvs cotside these wreass HUNTING.

wne Mriende of apleads, ibe ¥unl for Animals apd Natlonal Humane Doebely, ond
Lome aomies oppose hunling, Uape 0 helr argonents ame Juatif e, Uul otharn o
tho werelt of thelv very geod inteutions prewdicolpg their Sdpermsnts,

fomiations of all speciss of walmale ave carefuily munitered by xans wariens am:
wuiialde aneirormenial groups. Hunilog licenses axe baslesliy issued s ihe fu}iuwias
WE Y-

iate A car natuXaaly BUDROLL s nweeena L0000 0F wane

Htate A has an estiBatald cvnns: vuvuvvn none 03,000 of FaLme

Slats A has an exoe88 9L .. iuciuimvrro.e0. 20,000 of maas

Stmte A WART NAXVesba vl craencs cna sne oL 000 af pame

B b e

& piate and/or Tadersl asencies determine the s maxdnw of tuw game mn e
farvasted per Licensa. then 53,000 Ilecenses will be tasued 1o the aiove suaolie.

Loahould add thel lhe rovenus genesatad from huutdog sndfor Pleivag 19ornsen e
uged uy government weme officials fov law enforcement snd mesoarch pro moebns Lo wrassy
W eondtdnned oeslh and grovie of our w21dliTe, unidng Soes not Sail waar apvLM o
poathilioyr does,

Gy esnelusiorn, I ostand o favor of Ligties snd aselnntd 11§ de e Tuwe s e
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abolition of bunting even though it does kill animals which zre no threat to man. Yat
I do not faver hunting because ls it "machc". or because 1t is fun.

As with all things in life, the sclution of an lssue lles somewhere betueen the
extremes. Huniing is no exceptlon. Why don'% all of us ~~ hunters and apil-hunters --
combine our resources to¢ preserve what little remalns of our natural habliats, develop
more wildiifa research projects, and declare an open season on those #@(*&bes& poachers?

((Seven free issues to Bdmund for an insightful leck at hunilng from a blologleal
and ecologlcal standpoint. Will this toplc ever dle down In YO? Maybe we could starve
it to death? Serlously, tnapke very nuch, Edmmd.

And now for all you Austrians you #ant to hunt Itallanz...

Ihe Xenian Intzusion

The Austrian attack on Itely in 1961 is a rare event indesd. The moves involved
(F Tri-Adr, A& Bud-Tri, A Vie~Tyo)} sacrifice Greece and probably Sexbla while leaving
the eastern borders undefended, all for ithe sake of snatching up Venlce, 1If you really
disllke Italy and you don't care what happers to yourself and you can determine that
Italy will not foil the whole plan by opening either o Trieste or Tyrolia; then fine,
do this. But the Austrian player whe finds bimsell in ihe right diplomatlc situation
can in fact do much hetter. There is no need to sacrifice elther Serbla or Greece,
and the cruclal Ionlan Sea can be yours as well!l

The diplomatic climate must be as follows, Russiz and Turkey are preoccupled wiih
each other, so that Ruesia does not open to Galicla and Turkey will not interfere witsn
your deslgns on Serbia and Gzeece., Italy cen be (but does not have to be) unfriendly
and may in fact e attacking you. CGermany is friendly and is wlllinzg and able to spare
his Army Munich to belp you in Suring "01,

The Austrlan moves are falrly standard; F Tri-Alb, A Bud-Ser, 4 Vie~-Trl. Rusasla
has stayed out of Gallela. Turkey has opsned to Armenla and at least one of them
bas openad to the Black Sea, indicating a war which, you hope, will last for a good
while. Ttaly, having been duly wzrned that any attenpi to move Into Trieste will be
stood off, has opened with & Ven-Tyo, A Rom-Ven, F Nap~Ion. Cermany, cooperatlng
nleely, has provided the only yeal surpriss dy standing off Italy with A Mun-Tyo.

Diplomacy for the Fall season is slimple, Turkey is busy with Russia and, fr .
his standpoint, seems to have 1ittle chance of ksaping you from getting both Greecs
and Serbia via the iusual supporied move to Greece. Ilaly was told, truthfully. thau
he would he stoad out of Trieste in the Spring: he 1s now told that he cannot hope to
pake 1t there in the Fall, slther, as the Austrlian awmy wlll xeuain thore. Then wilh
the Fall moves, yocu drop the bombs'm;lla A Ser~Gre, A Tri-Ser. F Alb-Ion! The Italilan
fleet was occupled with pleking up Wunis, since he had po ammy in a position to e
convoyed, and the Jonlan Sea fzlls right away to Austria, Trlesie 1s vacant for the
tulld of a fiset, Italy having been iricked into staylng out, while the other build
wlll be Army Viennz. Your Fleet Tonlan will cause all kinds of headaches for the
Italian even if his one Wulid is Fleet Naples: he can dislodge you, but the Tyrrheunlan
is then open for a retreat. In the meaatime, = 1f he built in Naples, A Vie-Tyo {with
German support?), F ‘Iri-adr, A Ser-Tri looks awfully nice for Spring 02°

Just be sure that, through dosigm or good foritune, the diplopatle sltuation is
favorable before you attompt the lonian Intruslon. Jf Russia or Turizey start eyaing
you tog soon, o 3if Italry cunnot e tri(.ked into makliig the xignt movesn, then it's
all Tor nausht. m% L v do pdl in offs you have the detinife apper hand apsinst
bhe T iatad.



Some comments about some of the new game releases for the summer... T
by Mark Paul | ?zb

NAVAL WAR

THE BLUE MAX

This game is sure to replace Valium

as America's best form of sedation.
Canasta players may find it amusing,
but there 1is little scope for skill and
it's about as realistic as a six-dollar bill. In the Blue Max GIW has perhaps the most

playable game of World War I ariel combat
on the market. It's not as realistic as
Wings, but it sure beats Richtofen's War.

After two excellent releases in Marakesh and
Bridgette, Xanadu's Itinerary falls short of the
mark. After a few plays you are sure to place this
on the bookshelf next to Richard Nixon's memolrs
where it is sure to stay for a long time. The
money ls better spent on a few exira coples of i
Bridgette (best two-handed card game on the markei). Other than Diplomacy, I consider
Conquistador the hest game on the
market, With room for strategy, skill,
and diplomacy, it is a great deal of fun,

In the September issue of Games magaZine the game of Star i
is given complete with its history, a copy of the insiructions,
and the playing board. For simply the cost of the magazine Fr—

you get perhaps the best abstract game in years. (This is the
only abstract game that has held my interest for that long. It
is not only fun, but rivals chess ané Go in room for skill.)



How To Beject an Article Without Starting g Feud With the Pooxr Sap
by Mark I.. Berch

Bruce casually mentionsd xecently that he had rejected an articls writien by Rod
Walker. He thereby revealed what is not really a secret, but moxe 1ike a little~known
fact: pubbers do 1eject articles. It's quite pesslile that the entire incidsnt was
aade up, a bit of hobby theater if you will, Juet to get this polint acroses.

Pubbers in those circumstances do have somes need for a way to break this gently-
Herae are two suggeated letlers:

Dear Reglnald,

Your article on tha French cpening was far and away tho best axticle on openings
that I have ever sesn. If I were to mblish 11, I'm certailn it would revolutionlze
the way France is playeé. Although, as you polat out, the opening has occasionally
been ussed, the arqments that you parahall for it are 80 powerful that 1'm muwe at
least 2/3 of the French players will wmnt to use it. This will csuse the play of
Prance, and thus the entire game, to becoms very stereotyped. It will also cause greatl
protlemns for (Ms whe rely on countxy preference 1iats, since France will suddenly be
in great demand, and England, Germany, and Italy will plunge to the bottom of the list.
Unsorupulous (Ms may rasort to asking = higher game fee for thoss playlng Franoce. I'm
sure you can easily lmagine other protlems which may arise. As much as I'd l1ike W run
your article, I cannot take the substantial nakofdssmmwmemdﬂmsthﬂ
entire hobby by printing 1t. I hope you'll wnderstand.

Prudently yours,

FS Flease aiannaupfor!‘meeinymmxtwopuninso

Obviously, that FS is an optional feature. The next form letter would be of a
more general nature; you ocould use it for any type of article.

Dear Chastity-Dillgence,

I was enthralled with your recent artlcls. It s by far the best article I've
aver seen, inside or outslide the hobby. I would be delighted and honored to publlsh
12, However, Af I were to do so, 1t would be quite impossihle for me to ever pullish
another article of inferlor quality. Alas, articles of this stature appear only
once every ten years at best. Through no fault of your own, however, it 1s not poeslble
to publish a dipzine with a publication schedule of once every ten yeaxrs. It Just
cannot be dons. Thus, weTre T to run your article, I1°d be forced to shut down the
zipe right away. I1I°m sure you do nol want this tw happen. I hope you'll underatand.

Unsulcidally yours,
I'm sure that you can come up with varistions on this theme. The maln principle,
however, 1s that the article is much too good to Ye published.
((Heh, heh, You get & tric of froebdees out of that, Mark!))

Cyclie Article (from page 123)

other, aliernating on a monthly basis. But what does that have to do wlth thds?"
vyWell, maybe it‘s not such a great analogy. But I*m talking about an article thaet
never ende.”
“Oh, you mean one of laxry Peary’s editorlals,”
"o, Bruce,® he explained patientliy, »] gldn‘t say it goes on forevex. I just

(go to page 2L)
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the Writer's Head

How To Accept au Article Without Having This Go to
by Mark L. Bereh

Writers in this hobly hove such BROMMCUS egos (Bob Olten is an exception, but
that's understandanle, glven...}. If you accept one of their articles, it'a just
golng to make mattsrs worse., Some way must be foumd to deflate their ego at the spame
tlme. Here's ons suggasiions

leaxr Areblibald,

T have recelivad your aiticle with some sort of routlng siip. Apparently, when
you first submitted the article, you included a note s asking the pubber to pass 1t
along io another Fubler 4f he did not want 4o print it. The publer didn®t, 80 he crossed
hls nome off, and added the name of another pubber, and then sent it on its way. It's
Inpossibie for me to tell how long this has hoen @oing on. The first deozen or so
bames are so old that the Ank has faded and their names are completely illegible. The
vaxt 38 names. eacn neatly crossad out, are pudbbers no longer in the hobby. azny of
them For wo leug that I don't oven recognize tholr haemss. Then there are about 4 dsuen
present pubbers who have also refused 1t, which was at first (i.e. befope I had read
the article) suxprising, sinze ssveral of them I inow are extrenely bard up for readling
materizl. It's finally gotien to me,

L would not dresm of pubiishing this plece of trasii;: but over the years it has
accumlated 1 varieiy of hwmorous comments made in the margins and on the
backs oi the varions pages by the warious editors, Many of them I°11 admii are on
the wicked alde, and I°1Y heave to tell you that some of them are Just downright nasty,
{ was orlginally Planning to publish just the comments, tut io get the fll flavor of
vhat thay refav to. the readde does have to see the original, I'm efraid.

If you are planning to write aznother one, could you Joln soms other hobby firet,

and send 1% to theny Chesrfully vours,

Thls ean be varied in sgveral ways. The reason alght bo w save future editors
the torment of veading it, or that 1% is so aged the pages are crumbling and can no
longsr be passed on, that you photocopisd the pages by accident, so they were alrcady
rinted. If the aviicie takes up x% of the iasue, you might add that readers will be
glven a sub credit of X% of ths per lssue price. (T can’t in 213 honeaty charge people
for the opportunity of resding this. ") Surely you can come up wiih a few additiona)
Teasons yourself.

F(T think Mark's dens forr deflating a wrltor's ego are very <lever, i in I
prefor not to do that. I would rather tal) the walter how &reat his article is, avan
when 1t's r2aily just a worthless place of erap Like the above,

“hanx. Mark, and three mosw free lssues, 1)

S S0 TRET O BTN L SO E PR R T e

Are wooden Dipiomacy piecas buck, or aren’t they? I don’t know. Twu issues ago,
I mentinned that I had heard news to this effect frca momeone at HaneKon (T think 34
Was Bd Wrobsl). Byt nobody seems te ineyw anything about it, hope ihat Avalon Hill
has made this change: el I'11 have to keep tuylng my Diplemacy sets in Canada.

The stepler uscd to put this lssse together is callad a foot stapler and I an
told 1t can go theeugh 100 tilcknessws of paper. Let’s hope it works!

Ihe Volcs of Duom wishes you all a Merry Halloween!
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Repcinted #ith permission from EFGISET #168.. - i

The Judy Winsome Siory )
by Doug Beyerlein (copyrignt Iu0L:

n sugust ‘83 I met with Judy Winsone, pubiisher of the postal Diplomacy #ine
Winsoms Losesome, for an interview. Prior to thils Intexview with Judy I did soze
undercover work to discuver Judy's irue igentity. Last October Brenton Ver Flueg:
py wife Marie, and T made a surprise vizit to Judy's mall drop addwess in Moun tain
View. California. Jased on information gained in falking with Judy's co-Worker Tesllia,
the occupant of tha address, we alscoversd Judy's true identity. We kept this infoomation
cooret untdl this summer when Judy Winsome, postal Diplomacy’s mystery woman for eludei
two years, reveaied horself to be Jerry Lucas of Kedweood ¢ity, California. This e
her/his story.

i vhen Judy first appeared on the posial Dipleonacy scens theye was some spemulation
thet Judy was in fact a pseudonys for a well-known player or putllisher from the paste
Yarious guosses included Edi Blrsan, Jeryy Jones, and Margaret Gemlgnani -

Jo- T sevw the name Bl sirsan gmertdened gulie & bit. Jack Hasiers was also mentloned.
He huyl dropped out of the hobby Just about the time Judy started.

BE.  How 4id you come up with the ldea for Judy W insora”

JL: & friend iatveduced me to ostal Diplomacy and I started subserdbing o Muwd’ring
Ministers Ron Brown's zine. Then I got Dom Del Crands's zine and got intereated in
samiag otter zines. So we declded to putdish curselves sud trade. But whe was ging
Lo trads for Just anciher zine” 8o we declded to ~nome up with a pseudonym and then

py partoer took ol really quickly after we got started-
LR Who vas that?

Ju: M Winger. It was Tim's idea ab First and then T came up with the name. He
would write up a tew articles and T wowid put it all cogetoer. Fortunately 1t vasn'1
a3 big loss to the zlne when he left. Me lives 1n Jenvesr Now.

1ftar Tim Left the idea %took off on iis cwn. Pecple slarted asking who is Jody
Winsome” Although at the time we dldn't ehink that Judy would be that blg of a dwu”
it Lt became fun o be a mysterious womarn. i uhink thet the one who was shouvkad e
nost was Ron Prown. He had no ldea. 1 had been writing to Wi and Judy had teen
Writing hin separate letiers and he vould write back, MHe protally feels that he
should have known.

DB You had prokiems #wiih your nall drop in Hountain View. bul up to that polnt dld
apyons rnow whe Judy was?

I Axcept for Tim, nv.  Leslle wWas sur mall dyop in can Frangisco and she would
just boing whe nell nto woTk - Then whea she moved to Mountain View we had z 1ittls
plt of a preblem wiih mall belug fomareed, The nallman down there didn't recoguize
Judy"s neme and we had Some meil deleyed. Thal was when L Aacided 1hat waybe Judy
showld die or something had better happen Yecause 1t was unfalr to Bome PLElers
" nad to delay one gume for late ordars sont to thes oli address and thail wers noi
forszrded. But otherwise we really had Do problems.

R, Did anycno try o vislt Judy in personay

g1 pBefore Hmnton no. There were trreats. A nunber sald vhat they velw going Lo

ook ap the address.  Bul Judy would elways - - that ke was oo ousy and hel TIORIM s
works nights and sleaps through the day and aze den'ih  Aloturh hewe  To o6 oho

iried before Brenton showed up. That veally shocked Leslis.
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But I also decided at the towrnament that I had better not he isn otvious. i teonalds
Judy wrote Ron Brown a leiler and callad him my caldly bear »o some such term of
endearnent. I don‘t know i I get him in txouble or net! Bl then I Inocked 1t oif.
I dacided Judy didn't tease.

DBr What dld you do with all of those checks made out w dudy Winsome™”

4L T just opened up a Jjoint account with Judy Wiasome. I went to ths bank acrooe
the strect Trom whers I werk and told them that I wanted to open a jolnt accounut witn
a pssudonym and theve vas no problem. I endoree the checks as Judy Winsome. & ot of
people used that as a fact that Judy was for real. In fact Kathy DByrne sent a cluck
and I cashed it and T guess that was Jood enough for her. She wrote, "Well you
cashed my check; I zusss that you are real.”

IB: After it came out who you were I got this letter from Kathy asking, “Who is Jerry
Tucas? This guy d1d a great heax, but who 1s he?" Good nuestlon. What do you do for
a living®

Jur T am a financial manager for the Tostal Service, 1 went to Berkeley orlginally
as an eloctrlcal engineer. After graduating I went in the Navy and then came out ad
weni to  work for Ceneral Klectric deslgning the placement of nuclsar instrument: lom.
I d1dn’t enjoy the work sc I went to Santa Clara and got my MBA and then got a Jjobn wlth
the Postal Service first as a computer systema analyst and then moved into ACCOUR bl e
what I am doing now isnt really accounting, it is accounting methods. We have 1o n4ks
sure that each of tha 4000 post offices in the reglon use the same bockkeeping metiods.
Aise I wonitor the methods used in estimating irevenue from btulk maillings.

DB: What does your wife think of your publlishing a zine”

JLs T have mininized the lmpact on her as much as rosslble. Judy pullishes abou:
once evary five weelks now. What I de is pul the game material into folders as s0ut ad
it iz recaived. The deadlines are on Thursdays and I adjudicate the games over trz
woekend, Then the actual wrliing 1s done Monday night after work. I sit down at e
word processor at work and type it 21l cut. You will notice that Judy is not pulting
nul as mush as usual. I have been  working in San Francisco since April on a
temporary assignment and so I can®t put as much 1in 25 Judy used to wrlte. I have pDeos
adding semes so the number of pages has stayed the same. bul the amount of Judy's
writing has gone cown. That will chenge once I get tack to my regular office in San
Bruno. I am going to Tinish thess games and then wind things down. Right now that ls
my intention unless the disruption becomes too great. Bui at the present that 1s not
the problem. It hasn*t been too bad. But I can lock to the Miiare and see one diy ny
wife 13 golng to resent the Jact that one Monday out of five I am gone to midnighs or
so. 1 like the hobby, though, but it ls Just too easy to get overinvolwed in t-

{Thanx to Doug for his permission to reprint this ilnterview fir VD 's readers. '
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Cyellc Arviele (from page 35)

the neaning of ine word oyclie", don’ b your”

“f eourse 1 do. (176 somethlug that ropeats itself over and over -galin.’

ou ve got 117 And thatte eXaotly the sort of artlcle I have o mbod.”

i eyed nim susplolonsly.  TTou mean you want me to run one of hod Walker's art iles

wey " he ceplled, 1 don’t mean repetlitive In that way "

s Gunt what do you sean™”

‘I o laiking about sometning thal s never bean gGure in the histury 2f postal
St ewaty bafore”  Surely you ve heard of Toyetlc subzines. right "

' ~asponded,  that o swhere lwo zlues tare flurps meing subslinsr W0 ean
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Brice

Your mermly ic coihlan on preferential trestuent foe wlnoritles fo nalva. The
effecty of centumss of ensiavenent and raclsn cannot e arised hy a slaple, “Ges,
welre sorry: we won®t do It any mores let's start all over sgual now.” There SAT
adllions of Pecple alive day who have been il sadvantaced and who contious to mii {ar
beesuse of the lask ol past educational and stpioyment cppertimities.  And thare o
JANY nure in the stlll-quite~donininl race whe haxbor racist atiltudes. Tou beprades
A I'ed cehalarsh)pst

Growiag up An & white, ot ddle~class fanily with parenix whe bad opportunities ia
i greater advantoge than gettlng a4 treak on schelarshiin,

Kovrad's compenis sbout paging 12K for Usorgetown becauss of an acelident of wiyrth
Ftydkes we a8 a princesa=pnd- the pesy attitode. How much of that 12K does he earr.
WOPRID: prot-tine?  Dld he Ze W a well ~Tundacd high schesl, have plenty of books sroundé
Whe house when he was 3 kid, have maranis whe were well-educated? Are ihess advan tace s
Tenfadee :

The exislence rf » Wlaek middie olass does nel mean Wit racism 19 all gone. sor
exnmple,. thwere are Plenity of nelghbortoods in ay home*own of 3zltimore wherw a h A
{or 2 Jew, for thst mattar}! ecannet buy a houge, 4nd I suspect that the ssme is teus
in many oities,

Hdow about a Va3 taphort A relzy race. Tt Siarts of € with the first “laex Uty
In clwins. The second has one log. The wird hag two legn ut halfway arcund tre
brack a croup of white- shes ted reodlune Uresk both of then. How Uw racing commiaalon
#anls ' omive the Fourih one £ Tree palr of romlng shoes and you and Konrud pes
UG Craelest . Yhat x sense ol histery you bawe.

LI eninyed your analogy of the "human race" il ! don't agree with your re.soping.
Ten, the minority groups In this country never had an ogual chanes at educgllon snd
anploveeni..  Yes, ] deplare that sltuation. Ho, T have no objection i that lasi
funncr geiting nis sew palr of shoes,

St onot If An so delng. you are odng b ostrip the fourth white ruines {ar asyone
alfe! of his palr. ‘there is 2 b diifermucs Au my bosk betuean belng falr, anc
Infietdng injuaticas on monia who have [ ia nany casws Involunterily) men favorned
W tre past. Lirs is pove complivated than o velay gaca., If ay daddy comes over and
beats vy your daddy, %s 14 thea “fair” for you to come WHeT Ly uy house and bost ne
UD®  dime  bowetidng tells me thal exsuple wuan’t the bost ong 4o use, bute..})

“roy fdehard Bdison {8/26/83) .

e Bas b Lindsey _

Lan 80, £ tlred of resding lotters were peaple slate thalr opinlons as though
they were faoha. Rer  Yoed walbar's Jatter of ?,fsz.; I wgroe wizth Hod -a ™ tereingting -
w45e 1 paver Cfune - For me. I or pu. dagnabblt, f refuse to soy what may b o Cap
MY somecne <ins,  faa, the ¥ omay e "slekies™, bt onos ageln (and as even Sod adulle :
itts oniy his {ond my opinicne (e adnits thatl wiat s Lt and wreng s in Wer dow
rayehe beld of nalreplitting. )

Well. the AN jroblem is beghm.ing to Le passé pews hare Lo Frisee (Hun' 7 e
valng that fortidden nilokuame 2} Tiere are losdn of gmay/ai Tl obes cirewlaling whiot
A% W0 Tasly for xelnt, or aiy oiber form of conweraalion. ¢ Lot really prososy,
b Do pretly woueninord vy slander, 541311, ! wonder i/ the tays are o mizier Ly in
Vurl Ry meoYe,

; Facwme me, Mt wy favorite roci stetlion, FVIN, whian Plays La bDest agle
1L onlay rotd soogn Trom Lhe yreelous ithree decides) o this img,  Junt e
L ay o Wings wien,  "Didefe.  Vhat's s odog Wi wloeny Ldosds o re

WeT poncndng for tha vl e e lume thay 5% . e
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Wis 0o anumal (Loee daening a Dinger). Having plaved ee ov on @nccer feans Yor
years, 1've Jwena all my fingers s few dozen timas sach. So oAb s moueibdne T oman
Live with, (Stop digressing! ... whal? Come om, dont play dumb, yoa'we mun out ol
hings Lo say, and you want o read more stuff you‘ve written in VL. as thoush kois
wora the be-pll and end-all of Pii Tiplomacy. ...But, I thought 1% was. . (sccanted
ages for breakfast), . o. .o}
Uh, by the way, Bruce, I'm sorzy that Nvi = ye& for the LUNA gone. 1 reclly wanta:
to contlnue playing, and Jjuss plain forgot about the proposals. T'u ziso awarse ot
a) 1 gobt lucky in reaching you at all by phone to call 4n my moves, that B yud've
taver sald {to my dia recollection) that you wlll prompt & vois over ths phome, and
that ¢} T caught you at a bad 4ime. ( {?+}) Stidl, I°ve finally made up my mind aliut
NVR. LF iy were up to mw, HVR = 50, wsless g Player alse NMRs. T'm nol sure 15 thie
b how your vew sule is stated, but 3145 a conslderatlion. Anyway, biippy Munting. (owscdse

Your:, forover aud 5 v,
R, Life's » witeh. 7Then you die, Richard Edimon

L

-}

T

Fpa o "Love hurts, Leove mmarts. Love stinks iike farts.” Peallity Pollceaan
=-~Lgurens ‘7. Nave, halluclvstion (cop 6 you, HOANY Wy

{{Yem Weal Coast hippies ave really freaky, you know® You and Tye thal is.
fon are absclulely wight, People who atate thelr opiniors as thouwsh they wre
Sacts ought o be shot, There 1s no roor in our soclely for such Inflexindlivy, ))

From Yz lawy

Bruce Dearv,

Your reszonse to Gary concerning racimm, etc., snnoyed me. Gary, Vike me, {aveos
schiolarships &¢ favorabls to btlacks &c. Your reply was that you don®t amend a weone
with another {equal and opposite?) wrong. I agree with your response, bub I oihin% ft
is both dnapplicable in this case and inconsistent with other views of yours,

In thls case I think you're nzive ip saylng that we are disceriainsile nmalast
vhites now, Haclal dlscrimination has come down a long ways In ths lact few uotmize.
but it's nut eompletely dead. Face the facts, Bruce, 1t's stlll a lot escler st
white In this country. I expiained that better in the other le tler I tbink.

tnwara - I think that it's had io hate peoy e and to want to kili them. 7o is
conmonly assumed that the commdes wanut o kK111 us. But the nos? common maction Lo
o want to k111 them back. Why? What happened to your “iwo wrongs don'f aake 5 it
pelicy now?  But this s different. they’re commies. Bight?

fMfferent Lletier. o) ‘; Wooden Lloocks are 'Eq:;.‘f:'k, eb?  Neow 11X have o go ans
som: s5tars and aovhers for my zollection.

“dd LM culoef JUPLYZR? ((No.)) He. 7 <idn’¢ think se.  Proxy Fiomasy Lo
wnplayabla.  “"The Inglish Islansg™ ia unnestessarily awlwacd.  "Britaln  refers Yo ke
Targs laland.

L' glad pou apprecisted YWhen I Siziy-four”; 1 hed forpstien about L., doea
£ ovaenber 1 ad toyed with the 1dea of doing s Tickel to Rice one as weil byl o
Raver guot o b becease 1t regolivd a dismal postidon, which L cever had. ©oaeirn. el
iikeq

i Wnink I'mogonpa he Eliled

I thiak Yi'm today, yeh,

Tha dot Y naed for a bulld

Has token away, veh.

wenas 10 me uassive” chould only desceribe things whlch s Yiave mass - weie AL
AN Ay
Here o AY SH Wav fie. o Soongd e 18 Lt Lestnt
PBum oy we s I me: o
. pafy wr D pendee w0 P e e e
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offend Joe Schmee An such ooway as to fnour his wraih, and hv geto angry al ibe thourhi
AF The Voloe of Joom: 1'd say he's belng dishonast 15 te dossn®t voie VI a zeyn, IS
ratlng a 2oen zere vecause you hate 3L is bad, why should you ever Ia i a veen aeTo?
Pzrhars e should changs the polll -~ “rale all zecns o6 & stale of twe tu len."

Let me will you BREUX, DI'e really worried about the shooking nuauber of alilds
spprvciation-votes. I saw some of the voles and dere really are people who rate
zeens r als,

clno=Jatpancse atllance is an lutriguing Ydeay l'e muorprleed I hadn't heard
‘dea belorve. 1 wouldn®i conclder 3t 4 denger -- the allisnce seems to wme to be a oo
e cconomiuaily, and oniy fncldenilally militarily. 1¥ wou read reassons why tt'd o
goad, how abaut for stariors:

1% ‘hey e both strong uatlons with good polaailal.

2} They're near each other.

1) One has resourcess oné has techuology.

Unless the wrlter wishes he were tlack, these dlscrimlnatico agalnst-white
arguments leave me uncenviniced. I"ve only known one white who expressed a deuioe i
e hlack, and I have doubts aboul ber state of mind.

{For other reasons. )

n the =zubject of “loaked wrrurs”, pretend someone in the hobhy Ia o meal anshole.
e osays thirgs thad are wrong - frustaatingly oo, ‘Bl o one eise in Lhe hobby secns
to niotime.  Should your ad expose the erver, with logic and fadr analvsis? bl Tet
Yoot Just a wnought

Beandmen's writing always enthralls me. Do dves . Uornden LIddy's.  You ouvs
ai.: all iavgh at lhat comparison. Go on: 1 don't cnre.

dell wall you guys all seem pretly smug and sure that the elzetoral sruvem 15 a
prolem.  Tou «ll malntein It's undaly because you can concelveily get a result whlch

Lt the cheles of nodl poople., Bub lel's have cne blg popular vote - nuw we can
Zel a resuit thal len 'y approved by most of the sates . lei’s not fool oursolves, we

are a nation of states. “Uniled Stales®, get it Tang as long as you'r= introduclos
s popular sote, why net one  for the UN. too?)

Shemy Cariter ls coaslderyed n owoyst president’  Seallivy  Whev

Ferhaps we don®it nave any place W ogo, Wt bo need e bother W “lanore mpace’ lor
e oF Tans. ¥ to S5F mesne [letdor.  the fane whe (hink we'il pe to otber planstu
and colonlze are full of shit. Thoy gel happy about Hinetoln when they can write atout
e bravel and curved space and hyperwarps and thiow up some burely Dol f-assoed
rapianaetlon. Bun listen, he says you can't #v faster thaa 1ignt,
Md you nenr somethilag just now?
Heurs and hours ol highway driving to pot anywhers out of slate™ My haart Hleuds

"L imagine why you dlda’t serd me ao Aler cayd., 1 d thlnk you'd wanti ome fioum
iasia . und [ dida't see Melnel's mwae on the llst.  Cope now, you dou®i thlnk 17d
we DR GO CTAss as o 1ot coopernte; do you©

Rveryone secns to comment oo Alex's good cookin g Jush like a enad womain ought
L . hey? f -

madl, T suppose your Doomiss will emulate the polit’clans regurding the et ghot
iowm near Gakbalin and add thely pexsonal denunclation 1o the growing hean. L won®t

3y vwhathor | think tha oxdar came sivalisght o Moscowr or ust, bt T dhisk it's
tafe to cay we aven t {weren'i, hy the tlre yoa get thls) sure. Yew thoen, L seons
boe U0 A Tdemanded an explanation” and U3SH sald susentially. “We don b Kaow, we e

levking ante 2" Cur recponse wWas that thatl was Losdeguauts. Mo T ozonder. B we
der " §oantend to accspt thelr answer, why dld we msk™ U secmn oleat Lo ome that e
sady answer which would be adeguate would ve {ur {/illegille. sormy:: tu alaia

Prarm wan what L ey dod
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Clalmling il we wili never colonize the plaseis.
Yop, Riex 18 an excellact cooke Wy g0b an Alasba waon foom Mi%e Juenoo. 3 G

tiue you were dusy BMRIng ln games and such, wa I figured you might not W a oute
ot No olfonse, of Course. ..

Boardmen® s wriilag never fails w entertalin me, which 1s why I still sub s
Hofe quite o guyf

T Feah, two vrongs den®t make a right, but killing in self-~defense is nol a #-ang.

T owish you fw,d Finished your “Tlcket to Rlde" plece; the beglnuing vas oxcoiben
And s, your Udhen Ifp Sixty~Four" spocf 1s ons of the best ihings I ever printed. o
aE313 onesalon zl.a; catch rysel? singing it from time io time.))

Prom Bd Weebeld ($/30/83):

Rt -

Just ead yous Job iriexview. T really got a ohiuckis outl of 1t How thail you're
aochlng foxr a oupany thal’s capable of supporting acd repaining i plaze, 1 suppose
Jou®lt resd judlcoate NDPTUNRY
. Oby and please - po “Wargemes”™ with thoss Tridecisn, oRay?

{{¥ell, my maln use for thenm is Jepic:;ed on pags 2 of wir dassue. Bul T osuppoia
could apply thal philoscphy lo peup 8 Wi doubiz-omior thelr unliz us walll
Magoe 1 11 read uftlcate NEPTUMNE after it ends, just fov laughs, and soe whet Wi
dutoome woald heve btesp., VYho knmrb, mayhe LUl dlscover it you would have won
after alliv)}

From Flospher T Culddipoo, d1o:

3SR 1A

Pertaps fortaraitely, ny wackesy tonds (o oycle- and T oam rot Preseitsy o L
Ba0ic curvas..  Same of his Junk T have probally sent woe in pasl buf abtal ars row.
ilac foxv

It's too long a Wle o tell. Imb since Mon's desth lwe montha ags 1 have been
contdnvally lavolved with lawyers and courts concerting condervetorsnip and probeic
It's uatellievabhle. uafza.].u,y has an oxtrems 'y high cerailve rorreiatios with »afs W Yy
reailisp, or logic. My childres now have standing insiructluns Lhaet A8 1 ever sgais
sppruach witpin sensor distance of a court, tney ame o lace me WL S0 and me Sron
the celilog, and pad the walls.

Hall the Iemortal Bard, “The first thbig wo do, we BRI o11 e lawyers, ©

Trdvls classic:.  any of you youngsters vesenler that comic hero, WONTEY 9215 300
He what was ihe name  of hiz allor-ego? INo, net lerek Ssurdsby ] Flrat curme o
aagmer wing & fiwe, all-expense-pald trdp o i Bonwnas.

Bon Yope Jokog: Man puis loaden gun o bead., Jife smickers. Den' t v hady
Yonie pext’t GR - Oplometris t. ks D'ﬂianm} witlart - "You Maws & oavarser't Ui
ity 1 onave Mtigceou Jontinenteri™ NN o~ My uned mmd o Tike to pake love o i

rythym of ehursh wellis.  dad & heart ai bai whssn some fire ernglnues weps Hy.
Lomuat he fliwmd.  Cheok ya Latey.

I L

(Mifoeon Uotiluentar, eh? It been a leng cloe oinmee yowse weliten b i i
v tLLL aow. and I realiy wiasssd geiling &)l your pavhags

srlully soLry 0 lwer abobl Four soa.  Sorry biw Lo asar abiol Lo SubNervant | PERS
and 1 hops everyining worke gut for you.
of the Jook yoii Besl Lppeacs sloswbere in e deep vark bowois of ohto (eTu




P Jobn decsariane (U057 7550

Daax Bruve,

T want o thank you for looking my housemuins over and cogmenilng on ihim ;
cosoants have belped clavidy some of my own vlouws on houservies and Ming In fupete: .
After thinking things osver. T've oome to a decislon that may snock you a Wits & o2k
gaing o Loy seiling by with no ex Lensivr—: HRe, merely a lew parangrapss wyplalning
sakters of poiley such as dyaws und NMRs, I have triled ic cutline my ermot xo ::..;r &
1“01 thlz, and find at they {the reasons) are somawhat nelulous -~ a gut Meelin

st reel that having mindmum housrules will werk best wilhin uy owa govup. Wb ut:n I
h.:_:.ps you realize, is aulie A sreni than the natlonal tatby,

I am prepared for any prolioms which pay come up -+ and I don*% ntkcix,a,ta BELLY.
Qulbe a faw zloes have worked W LL without houseruiez (I had no complalnis alwul ny Al
gzee, and Mark has no his; and { resember that Tickei to Rida., Sherwoeri's winu a7 i
had no Aouserules elther ané dici Just fine),

The protdes 1u; as a player, I mrefor a GM such as you with delalled His o one
sach as Lareelers. Thos there ls some centradiction. If 1 were siarilng up » weilonsl
ziue, I would nrobably have a detallad sel of His. 1 Just have a gul feellng ihat
miaipal HRe will work betier in (o0& Alamos.

L am toylng w0 decide exactiy wost poldclss © sball follow.  ['m currewily mwglig
towards DIAS, as that ls the policy iadicaisd in the mdes. What sze the naln obtjeciloas
o XY e merely that 1t deags oo w» zmpe® That nighh pot spply so such with e shor %vr
deadlines of locel gamesa: K¥Zwno [ atild Javer. Agnin, Arogging on a game sinuion”
far gualle 2% mich a probios, and ln a teocal situstlion LEo ensler to realad your f -»ll..;w
players to vote “or or agalnst such aud suweh a proposal. 1w looking Forwars W twe g
your avzements againsi taet. ieadlinear I cen a: have z sirtet catoflf, such oss S0
and not accept anything after that time, or b) have a stsndard cutedf, such an L2
an ts whitch opdsrs will alweys Le accepted, then add the condiilen e if Lhe zame
nas ot vei been adiudicaied,  wrders W1il bes accenised.

I mirrently lean, supeisingly. toxards the lattes. 'This is surprising teowoee
amtd Just the opposite Lo Heinsi's phoae (Ming forum!  The maln wasen fer thls le,
Uy BT -eahen. 1 gusss 1178 Just anether gut feeling, and ¥ still lLokd bt 17 L worw
Mol maklonaily, 1°¢ b very siniet. This contyadloilon ! oden 't urdersiznd.

Anyvay, thanks asaln for the oommenis. We'il sse how thls warka, okay® ¥ T de
Tind e Ups to puhiish a lowvsl rmine, I¥11 cend youo n 2wy

[fou seen to te trying to Jjustiry your decisions e me. foarful that 1%z about
Lo owraalk woathful venpsa}ﬂcﬂ wpon you 12r vielating ths Fallic  Relax. T yowar mamaes
1ike yoo want. You can’i go wruag by baving a well- thoupghtout set of howwimdes,
T4 nany slnes have flourdshed will witnoul Haep.

Sounds to pe 28 thoush your “put feellnr” 38 due i fhwe faoh ot you Rhis aldeat)
now o local group operates, and vies warea,

I s always happy to comment on otar people’s bonsaruwies, and L thdns yy sov 0w
dene Lt for at lawst a Jdezen mew OMs 3 oadse 1ike 1t whet poopls ‘wriow ote of
aboe . eoe Kelley says that vihen Me imsueoa pb'bl,l.e.....ug fan event L spserly 1ok
fevmard to), he widl use my heussrdies endizely, juct aolng dhrough ihen ol CHAT g
e polnts b desen®t apewe withe  Usiry “en as & “hoaplate” | in ather words

You peallse, taomen, ShHal youre aTlnae gour eake and eatiug 11 o, s
¥Ou ars mors peworiyl wiineut Lour housewy i.aa-& sinog vou e ars Cree W make desclisloas
an you 2. sub a5 a player, the longs houservles voh poeley z2lse fve You sore Dowar
v uar mier o her and knew how yows G4 i geing Lo anid ouse thatl neviedss fu
: C oo sdvantaye .

AT Y. 5OO¢ dusk.,  1Y1L fos Ir foperard
ced wonid Rbooe a eontlponiion of Dopptle

.+
PG wdha

choe 10w wtat R 1t
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From Greg $1330 (974 263). AT

axr BRUR,
=}.L st 1 pust lear up e obvious defipshy i TOUr =dudalion

been coe natmn tm-.i. hag voluniariiy given up lte waveretanty for Texas.

YesA Beys and glrlis and Noomies, part vl ihe teasan Lhst Toxas le eglles the Yono
Slar Hiale. and imail there i moeh & uiing as Fiags Ovaer g becans
ware a vountiy foy g while. Kot by mind you, ke ) oy evough o thees, iy
Lt has happsaed. | P:t;»'.i_id. Asce WO agres Lhat it wili be a shlie bfow 4t hasoans
agetn,  Old you else know taat any Wine the Taxas A ST Walls we oopn v ran
it § repurate staves. ond tiw e fore & nore senmtops? fup' Ve used 1o beink
that we could alse mecede bue g ) Tankeas came doun and ooreireed g Rrat we
Wel® W
Yoeur vesp® 1 won Sy thatb : Locany ihiek of seversi po
attraetive gifematives ni this poant n time.  Be 28, &I VN SD0E YOO WS Y me

vhe P and Lyndor J 0 Spoakis %

L E

heasd o 2ot rom o he few cdal and Lou ) oan gning w
it I i Hatlona” Cravenitos

Coran e pard lought t.«xnp%e eduinst Joun learedy  and recddogs .
gy Lost. OF course e had his Familye wioh b 1 whern he a\.a,ewar the positing ur
JEE 2z running mata. Well 1ibtle ‘v’irn ﬂyrd auzked her daddy 17 ne woaldd wakte her o
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<« 11 keep you fn mind 3F I do look 0 add more zines.  Cbviously it would have helped
1 you had had @ gane openlng. I‘ve been In the neood to zda games lately, but I
completely understand why you want o Llimi< the number of games. To te honest wiih
you I don't understand how you guys wlth huge airculztions manage it. 0Oh well., Ttve
got o letter to write to Kathy Byme, an artiicie for the noxt Xlenogogic and game
corrvespondence galore {(e.g. Bob Olsen, Keith Sherwood, ete.) to get to tonight. Keep
in toueh.

( {Thanke for such a nice lettery you got this one free too! I can certainly
synpathlze with your desire not ¢ lncresse your invclvemsnt «-~ T know the feellng!

Hey, since you have family nearby. you vughia come to ny con this winter between
the holidsys.,

By the way, I don‘t expect all of my aubbers to snswer every issue. (Egads! Talk
about BIG! T even have a fow holes of eilence out there in the avdlence; they are
as welcome as anyvene else (though not necessarily as appreciated),

OK. 1741 let you get ack to your toadylng. How 'bout another letter from a non-
Doomie?. ., })

Prom John Thralle

Dear ERUX,

I*m sorry I haven t writien sconer. As of ihis time, I can‘t afford o spend the
time or money to get involved in Yolcs of Doom Wit maybe soon. I enjoyed meetlug you
and other postal Diplomacy players {{at Kavefon)i I appreciated lhe sample copy of
the zine you sent ws., I espacially liked “The Itallzn Who Went %o Detrolt” . The
GCoast Cuaxd ¢ .8, thing seems ¢ have flzwled, 80 I'm out of work and searching. T
giess 1911 try the Navy next (my old service durirg Vletwnam}; maybe they'll want a
sotivated college grad. If not that thera's always the shipyards of ‘harlesion. Right
alter T left Kanecon I went ¢o Charlieston, 5 ¢. to visit RY sisters. My brother-in~law
offered m= a job vorklng in my old field, nuciear subnarinss. I might take hinm up on
“te At least 14's a job, nol 1ike sitting around in quiet desperation staring at “our
Peeling walls waiting for 2 nebulous dream that always seems o elude me ro nattar
what I do. Take care of yourself.

((Sorry you can’ts sub a0y maybe someday. In the meantime, have anothsr issue.
Belleve me, I know how it feels to be ocuti of work and I sympathize. Hope you get a
Job wilth the Mavy as they‘re cur hoss where I wWork, 1e0 - we have n contract with
them. Well, I hupe you gt any Jjob that vou like.

KaneXon sure was great, eh? You didn': get any ol it, but I really did send cut
that cupful of sand to my readers in the next issue. I°1} nevep forget you guys
burying me in the sand, and trying to play Fanily Business on the beach with a

loody nose. Hops to see you thers next yoac!)j

From Bob Usuch (excerpti-

Bruce,

n:alOmeons wrobe that they thought ny coup artlile rlght have been sexist. 3et
she's Just Jealous 'cauntu she's never heen laidd.

My only cmmmen? on e Llschs Ui/separation of ssasons lssue 1s that the situation
Michalski feared in the Ghesccake gams aciually  became a resilty. I'm in wiw 8atls
too, and yes (yawm), anciBier sepsrating has beexn gracted. What a stlrring gane.
EACKNA L AN A N

. o g e vie o § B . I i . ) . 3
ToWnll Pleasant droasmpsd e Tran s L pan b sezd vour letter fo her. asid ta;
Say frat ahe pepies, CHODRL F08 uiny trenn . Toan e cale Tooaiat ¢ Shwlstnes yet?)

LI
vl !
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Jeow Jim Makue {9/10/8%51: IF Py

BHUK,

Fecsived VU tha other day. 1 figured an envelope uhat alze hud o e sither o val
mesty letter, or else 2 bowb, I kpew L wusn’i in any games «ith you, 50 Lt fad o be
a bomb, elther seni by Rusnzci or Mazwey; through you. Worl., Y wasn®t W be fooled,
to T had my sister open 1t alas, [ axi plensanily dlsappoinied.  Thic bag dwen gule
a woek, Tirst 1 gel & copy of ﬂl}itgi@m&’“& . and now Y1, without so oueh as asiklng
for samples. 1 ihink I‘'m polng to have 10 hire ap agent. shat &id I do Ww dessivs
aill this?

So you got a Job ia Plitsileld. fatts only half an hour from Monterey. Now 1 ve
figured it out! You siaunt o stay with me antil you get metiled fn. L knew there was
4 calch to this sample! Weli no dice. I've got siX brethers and sisters and oo room
for anybody else. Unlese you want to sleep ln the barn with Marcie {our eow) or
Vietoria (our pigl, but maybe you're mors Max's type {our bull calf}. Personally 1'c
stick to coprutlng.

Berkshire County unst be one of the most beaviiful pluces in the US, or S0 cur
cunger residents tell us. You sure got lucky getilng & Mt wround here, Did you woid
for 4B in Aldeny?” My aneta worked thers and just retlred imo months ago.

Kow Lhat you are a New inglander maybe Carusd wod ‘4 pick on me so such. Hi's
fiaent {thal's me) and Cazuso ars having a feud in Reglug Maln (OF. Weodsom, you gol
yoar piug . ..+hat, be more sublle?.. Dip players don'% saderstand subtlety, you got ‘o
pound 1t inte those Bomos!)  You can bo IE°s crazlest. Caruso, 1 hope yul're readiny
this, hopefally 1t will texch vou 1o think twice about tangling with Hew Prglanders®

There are o CeW wargamers st this end of the state. aod fowan Dip players, bt
wa're looking forward 4 mesting you ag soon as you 1% sattleod in., Whleh rexinds oo
why don’t you attend HasuCon at (Masa ip Amherst on the Uik snd 25tk of thls monik.
Thi.y have a Lip tournament, as well &s ainatwes, Ace of Acws, and 14D tournsmes iy,

L seo you have flnally adeitted to boing part of the nirty Miles of Jjuicy faueln
issue. 111 have you kuow ['m suing luedi fox the comment about me.  Tou Gan eXperh &
lattas from my lawyer within the wesi. giving you ihs data of the irisl and the uoulit
i the meAt.  § hope thiz woil 't Anlerferc with any fariher transactlons We mey hose
3 e Future.

Gere 1 soma obd Sov & sub I hopa rou glve cul roud tosuas Top siulf, Wonese
cun’t afford ali this stuff, 1 want o e An your ted’ gaaw stact, Throw me n mit
standhy List {Jeeus, not that hard?’. _

{f you nelp in anyihing at all ((nged rElp? )} in this ares {Ferkshire Sounty; .
do pot hositate to eall. Someons Wil be abie o glve you a haad ov o LY oynu
vesd L., Hope o hear frem yoo when you're ready 1o mows, and whan you gel sctilod
ix My phone pumbex fs L13-520-000%), 3t een he found on msny glris rooms' Walls
ssrmughout the county 3L you lose At

Noat,
wir Makne
Grruch Industoias

{{Bey' & Uounle right neac ay nev nope ! How wndy!

Jim and L mer for Lunch Lasi week, and Lot me lelld you I pow kow why his poone
number is all uvex the girla roons’ walls In e z eu. The nestages s2Jl g )i
thiss  "For a laugh, cell...”

Anywey, 1t was plessant o neet yel another Doewie and iminctrinsis (dz Into
e nysterious scoisty that is Doomleden.

Sure. 131w glad to stay in your Marn,  Itve always e an oahlmei Lover, oo
ne wenhlonR LYl aise leuk forard to jAamisd with yowus .t pow anl theh, #eleow
aboard? ¥l
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From Steve Angle (9/12/53): { >0
HRUX,
Allow mes, if you will, to throw in my tWo conts regardiag the sepacatior Lssue.
Coe of the wmasons for accopllng only mite request 48 enough o rauulre a sepacation
is Lhat there are cases when it is g vdiplomatic nocessiiy™ -~ cas’s dipleminy ois
be affected in a o jor Way by a rewoval, retreai, or vhatever: and thus one would ke
o kuow whal that actisn ie before writing, It 1s impossible, 85 han ‘wen st wd
asain and again, to conducd conditional diplomacy.

hils s certalpiy true, and If woe desive TBY Dinlomacy to raserbla PP a0 clowsl,
25 posslble, then ome request must be all that 1s pecessary -- indeed, svery sepaes
should te separated. This ia oL, howsver, our intent. [FBM Dipisnaey [o ¢losaly
akin to, and obtvlously deorived from, FIF Mplomacy, but it has become & sgpeimte ontily,
There are no set standsrds for this game «— the spacific miles vary fror M <o 04 a.
determined by wolumhious HEs or the (s whim - but there are many swendamd somworlii.
NHRs, MVEs, press, in addition to conbined swasons, are all examples «f whings sminve
to PET Diplomacy that can, and often Jo. affect the gane dramatically.

1¥ we aceept that FA and F¥ are not cne and the same. than the gussiton of
Separallng seasons becomes merely z matter of the (M's preferounce.  The “diploastic
necessiiy” argument bscomes mont, Ffor ons could Just as easily clalm that 3t wag
esssntial for seasons not to bhe separated. A separation mishi revesl the cutcore o
cruclal retreal or build thak ons would 1ike o keap sscvets AL 1t booeme comnor
knowledge, then cne's enenles® diplomacy ecidid be allared w deal wi¢h the new &5 an.oioq
Wlthout the separaticn, they way not deel adequately with the nossibili.» aloce foo.
canuot sonduct conditional diplomscy,

As an evanple, let us consider a gae 1n whlch France and England nawe Laon i1
sinee the begimming of the gare. They have taken Germuny, and are beginning ¢ o
againat Italy and Rusalg, raspecitlvely. France, suifering a tonpoerary setboel 30 eonc o)
“Zurope, is forced to reirent one oy rerhaps o armies after a Fall twm. 4o has oo
wptionsy he can fall baek to his owmn centexs in Germsny, Cr he 48D rstroat S0Lo or
ar nore Snglish centers. If he chouses the latter opticn, England wil? tavs uo bt ds-
and - w1l ner flecis bedng commlttad against the Crar up north ~- wiii be TR A
the Fransh siab, Utvlowsly, in a situatlon such as this, the Frsnch playe: woul |
benellt greatly Srom no separntion., Though the ¥nziish Mayar could psks is ordern
conctf Llonal on the retreat, 1t is undikely that e will o able lo SITTRNEY B
counteratiack in conjunction with another powar conditional on the Frenon retrent,
France =111, in affest, galn a Tree turn before a concerted attavk eocic Ye tniorand.

Showld a request for no separation be honoreds WRY are we blased toward afowlne
iz game down? iel’s face it: FEM is not FTF: we can v whatever sw want,

{{Thanks for thougnt-provoiing letter. This ta %he firset Bmo 1've saen Lois
viewpodint exprwssed; that separations might be umlesiteatils ot berguas they alew
the game down; Wt rather becsuse they mlghi cause 2 country o lose the elemant of
surprice in an stiack.

Whatl you sny i correct, but [ cannot gree wAth you. The design of e mame o
Such that deasons are supprsad to s Rlayed sequenvially. Ttis A8 such a basic s
tuodanential concept that I think 3¢ must also apply o postal play. as well as feoe
to-face. Indsed, contined ssasons were ot invented as a reflection of ithe dsn
that hls giewrnt of surorise is deslreable, ut merely to syeed up thy game.  Thao
they introduce the surprise factor ls in ny oplnlon an uwifortwate side sSooty woo
tndesd, 1v's the resscs for this whols debgtn!l

day, did i ewver 1ell Yoo guot Inek ab Yalevil




Fpon Hery dehneon CGS743700
ear Ay,

How the hell are ya? 14’5 beon a while sipce I Gropped you a line. Not thal i
bave a graat deal o say, wt since I've cub wy workwesk dewa 1o 50 hours, took o
woek o f { Tivet in over a yeax), and bought n ygal{ a homo cogputer. 1 itought T
worid pound ke old keyboaxd foc g while.

i lrnh a fox words aboud ¥D. Gieat job.  Alex will e wizsad but 1 hope sha oad
“ipd he Lime te Wriie a pade o WO every nowW and then. Gowd articles: great
Tetiers, | fesponss Poll encldseu.}

Now o whe lmportant stuff. TYou gentioned ihat the BIN U le golng W ve neld i
R D next year. 1 koew thel thero was Somo reason [ was saving my vacallon thine .
When? Whaere® Are you planning to adtond? With all your newsfound wealth, you sbould
Se ohle to afiord ite IT°1L even pul you up (put up with you?} When you gt nete.
vots of Tood anl brew. 4 may ever e akle to fosn you rome wheelm 1T yau cen drive
a s%ick. 1 uen"t own an sulewstie.

fn. an & oort your Mackiist yet? I ask wacause | ap ihinking of wocning active
in the nobby agaia siter ny U4 Sinee my moss gllowsd me o gO out ang tlve Sons
vauy bedies e W¥o care of We day-ta-day Dringing-uf. configuratios, awl trouble-
sheoting or the coapulers wo MBG, Tiyr got moye frge flme. Do if you e z mlod
yorr wan pub ne feack on your standby Lish. 1911 ese aboal simming up {or o pame oO@
tha firet of tha yoaer

wnuf of this. L1fve got o go look at soma ed and bigrer nouses closer W where
1 wnrk. 1n patilag tired of thels $89 gas vills Whatl keep showlng Uk each wentie

“his sentoose 15 here to aaney Andy:

({Put 1041 et pobody elss ool Say why! {Excapi mayhe Amly hinssif )
(¥ wou're off the tlackllat for writing back in. Youre also mack on my Stanioy

1822,  As Yoo Origins, I dount very push that 1°11 wake 34 bat 1t wils e poad o
sae vou again AC I do. ! think 4t's the weskend fullowling iha vouwrth ef July. nub
At . T N

reld cif on maklag plans 111 IVm ewxe I've got my inio righlc Vi

Yrom Jaie Dalverstadd (3 21,7838,
Tear Mre Prosident.

Comg Lo ik of it, 3 ‘he president eun®t yua the electlom, how wa he WA RAEY
sipak mectet? (ALt e real ooa ds doing just whnt X8 woule ordsroee)

Yoty tue TR0, arl 4 1b4Ate Democrzlilc blod tells ma you have naoe ines o
sy wadut bhe ong. Phasla in sdyansce s Loan buylng 1o aake 1t anicus. interesling,
ard [elpiy edutatisond, Theve™s plenty of yoom Ffor improvemeni, bul L Suppole ¥
Loae A2 kab A biLl Louse

SAY e wanTa take anctlar ghod B4 @ Warid Serk n lett HMy Jla wayB any AL esm
ai1 fage ww JAFwene sapotially i Lete dwadtluarr . fou lay wut He Rt 1132) (63 VN LT
Y pulowyp the Tiver...

Frarsdy. Uinplomaey s getting 15 bove ac, when costered teo Paw sideniiul Folitlion
o evars the ongn roatlall Lesgus. Ny seeobd Dip ame by mall - Aotk bivia 1x
Pugpge ol -~ 16 3 Teod dog, Nohady seens o weiis anybody {rem wbnt bobeass
This 16 whepe L sheuld bte sond. wmt T can't socm o geb poyebed e put o the offort.
Time seeas babtey spent wien | work on HPG. A proslsiag TAp enreer down the crapmpe T
Thame wi Ll il e

ey hesrd it hexe Tlrst - TPa gonme win Stock: and Fouds. AR . uwhee oo d
play PP

Ceoetay yon ekl Hobe yous Dap enthusisoy et v tomebatk, 0 W g

L o

1ooahn toe World Oeriess {you're on 1T they mude Su L. )
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Frou Bob 3weeney (9/14/83); / - S

Dsar BRUX,

I usually enjoy the contents of YD ard during a recent jaunt through the letier
column I notdced an old frisnd: the NVR issue, Dus to the fact that 85001 you'll bhe
putting out VD houserules MK 101,937, I felt that I should rat forth ny oar inte the
troutled waters (and hops I don't get pulled in).

{ understand (I hope) the reasons Why you created thls monster, and fesl that all
you created was Excedrin Headache #64. 4 &lmpler solution (in my opinlon) 1s to count
thrve types of votes: yes, no, and nsutral. In other werds, an NVR = no vote and is
pot counted either for or against. If the individus] didn*t care to vote, then the
results should be equally unimportant to him/her.

You eould, just as easily: make NVE = no before 1905 (or 1904 or 1906 OFooc) Lo
ensure a minimum. adequate game length and thereafier NVR = no vote/neutral, T foel
that this is an sxcellent ides and would, in the future, save on aspirin.

(1'd also Like to add thai this ldea 1s not mine -~ I merely applaud and agreu
most heartedly with Navid Klelman of e Diplomat, who has incorporated this idea Into
hls houserules. A good idsa is worth adapting!

Flease find enclosed a small sample of dung from my last visit to the stablies,

I Just wanted you to share in my vacation and...

((How generous of you. 1411 Whink of you every time I mmell...never mind,

I'm not sure I totally understand your proposal, since letiing NVR = no vote 5.
equlvalent o NVR * yes. That la, unless someone vetos the propesal; 3t passes
edther your way or mine. Can You elaborata, please7))

From Judy Wlnsome (8/24/53);

aar Bme

Thanks for thinking Winsome-~Losesomns should have made the top 30. I take sopo
pride in tying for 11th as a GM In spite of my postal problems with changing addreszs
three times. Things should be beitor now,

Regarding the recent disecussions on ¥FQ leiters, it is By policy to clearly
indicate thosa parts of letters that I quote that are not for pullleation. ‘ou
will notice that I rarely print letters, but instesd print auswers that explatn «hat
the question was, The only letters I quote are obvlougly for print, such as thoss
from ry transvestite friend CiCL. Haybe that's why I'm 34thy

I met Doug Beyerlein last night. He was interviewing me for an articie for BcGTART
and DW or DD. I'm glad I had the chance to weet him and look forward to meeiing others
in the hobby. EBeing the mysierious woman was a fun but lonely experience. I°)1 i
curious to read about me. Love,

Judy

({Well, I don‘t ears what gonder: you are -~ I love ya anyway! I think that tiv
Judy #insome hoax was ahout ihe groplest 've ever witneosed., "he article you reis.
to is reprinted elsewherw in this issue, with Doug's pexrmission.

four letter-printing policy in ¥-L is certainly different.

I noticed that durlng your interview with Doug, you expressed curlosity about,
how 1 tigured out who you Teally were before the truth bscame ublic, Well, T £an
tell you that Brenton Ver Ploeg had nothing to do with 1t. But now maybe ii‘s my
“am to be mysterious. Let's Just say that I have eoough sples Ao high piaces, who
rovided me with 811 the ngceasary lnformation to dsaduce your true ldentity, OK° anz




From Ty Hare {excerptl

Dear BRUXK,
. Having 1ead theough the His, 1 noittced that thore Was oo egxplicit point about
not uaing the Diplomacy Rulebowk rule governing OOTLY swritien oxders: the one nbout
“If moorty written but the intend is Glear. .-” {7 can't Tind ny e book right now,
G b oean L opive you ibe yule number, bui L think you knew the one I mean.’ 1 Koow
g Btaie a couple of tlmes, very cleaxly. that you 7111 not read intent indo a player’ &
avders, bub will isterprsti ther sxactly &% woitten. Parhaps, though, you might state
bat Rule & whatover-it-1s ls ofilcially cuspended tn your wexi houserule; release.
therwlse, there appears to be {or so 1l seems to ma} conflictlng rules. OF maybe you'vo
done ihis already? Jusi thoughs 1°¢ check (come on, Knighi. can’t you type any faster?!j.
et me try this on you, thewr if that ruie has aot been officlally ran)sted from your
5As, could a player invoke it? Such as, on the botton of his/ter orders, write somnthing
tike, “1 nave not intended nor atien pted to miswrite, aor ii)legally nor incorrectly
write my orders. IT there are aiy orde~s & writien, 1 wish that you interpret inem,

ander Dip nile what s-ii"s-facs, Lo the best of youv FTUKLY ability.” ¥hat do you
sdented, go aherd and publlsh this. If it's

thini I it's Anteresting/relovaat/unprocs
trreievant {(heeause of wy taslie assunpbion), already been discussed, or stupld, 1°d
prefar you not print 1L sg as v save my face. {dhai?;

riers, undabed, how can I 2ver subnit a

sSeecond qusstions f I send in a set of ©
valid set of vrders Tor the ek of thai saason?
(Actialiy. 1 ihirk I have ~n answar:

There’s always that one set o
unda ted orders. tnt 1 wanna see yours I[irsi.. o)
houseriles ape very expilelt on what 1 requirs for

¢ the housexrules nave nigher sracedence thad e
"padly writien ordsr” rule, thouwsh

{70n your first guestlon, By
colars, and 1t 48 alse stated tha
2ule ke o the rude yuu refwr to (called the
14 deeusn't sav anvining about paayer intent) 18 mostly not iu affect here. A reguest
s ap you describe would te Lmured.  And L printad your lettsr because L don‘t
Anb there’s enyiubing U oor anyoense else cal do to oave your fase.

Ny the othar matier, dated ovdeos do Bob éiﬂ,uma'tirra_ily supezvede undated ones.

17 vwas received latest, I wlil use 1.

iy 3t T am mardaln whioh of ar smblguous Pn
“hege onders suparcede e tndated
11 you nlayers Keap coples »f your of

AV bo e SULs, Or you conid wrilite
A dars,

e '\;':F"'lld S
srders wiich read a8 LOILoWE: .. i/ RBSUDO A

cFornurse. . b

From Jennifer Noto:

Deys BMX, |

| Thanks For q” the nice

‘}‘1} ngs yov've‘ Sal obov{ Me., L
vosted fa prite sodsen bot this
i3 i—\\{ F"\F‘n_‘.c,‘f' ogat\éQi \9"017. Homm ‘s
oslex P Dy ! b o worh gt e
\noopt’rql \hynlis o\gﬁi“»

L
Fennilon

fo §5 I



From Chuff Afflerbach {10,/4/83), }'3 ;f

ligar Bruce,

Wall, it wvag a nohle attenpt. Figured I°d save you time ond tmouble, and mayte
even meet the deadline for the Blg Isn. Alas, it was nct bo be. By wife went on
strika.

Whati I meaun is that the Oakiand teachers went on sirike, and she was leadiag the
rack. So that meant she no Llenger has access ho Lhe Alito mastering machine, iha
told me of a marvelous lavention which can take an ordlnary page and tuzm it into o
altto master. wWouldn't you have been surprised to recsive ny article ready to prisi?
SWAL, T didntt glve up easlly. Carolina was sure ko have some old masters Jying
atount tha house, s0 I dug these out and went Lo work.

When I was done, she twoke the news to me a2 Windly as she could. The typing was
Jagt not hand encugh to maks a goed impression on the page. (Me not make a good
irpression? Bah!)

S0, Bruce, here they are, and Lt's the thought that counts. Do with them as sou
sust. Bul 1f you like the iden of already-dons stenciis, #ay so, Do they travel okay
i the main?

Bucause I'm sure this strile can’t £0 «n forever., Can 1t? I mean, gli tnose maTenla
mist be getilng tiged of having thedr 11ttie daxllngs home all dar.

Helil, good luck with (e anniversary issue., I°71 be looking forward ta it}

P3. Here‘s g mews Wulletinsy Ffor *he third tine in 3 weeks, a certain mal) Lrate
in Bngland has been robbsd wnlle s0 route., Tho frain carricd no money, and only mall
wht taken by the bandits. Lo I delect the fine hand of Diplomecy at weck? Just wh.:,
12 golng on 4n tre British by thet we don’t know abnut®

{ (Must, be Pote Tamlyn rylug to fiod an ordginal wey of winning Piachley Jentra)
yiih flnasse.

1'¢ Just as soon Wie up stufy wyseli, but thauks for Lne thougnt. Cuarlously.
toth you and Steve Kiulght sent stuff in on too- faded di Lo wasiels this tinay in hiis
case 1t was the houserulss ance T Paid o have tnem o3fseiy your article I Juat oetrped.
The machlne you'rs tnlmking of is 4 Thernofax, and I've never ssen ons produes a gnod
ditte master. Hell, though, whe way you wrile I wowddn i care 1f 14 got hems by
awuoke signals?)

frun Jake Halversiadt ( 10/8/8 314

wear Mr. Presidert:
¥ell, T guess 1 didn®t some through @i gaythang for your anniversary isusue.
Sorry?! 1 racked wy ¥rein and Just eoulen b get enthased about any of the toples 7
tansidered.,
GOt your posuoard yesterday, aad after walening the sudgers-Pruiliien gape. I
think ones agein ihat I wonti ool your $5.  The Dodgers aren™t folng anyahers It
tmeh Lo L. far a long winter. Good riddarce! It s the Birds uver the Phils in
the Series.
fou Bald you wers golng i wrint ny lettor about telog bered with Diplomacy. oo
aows T am, S50 do the Bastar dunny and Santa Claus. To nedy, the game’s g has-rtoag,
anc lL've only besn In the poaste! and of St for, what, 18 montne?
why am T tdred of it7 Coos Tuestlon, Juke. I puess T den'y Like the schrzeic
nature of the alliances, the savere tactical Yinitations of the Wwhag, and the R:ig
appcintment of findlag that JOu Just cani’ b commuilcate with some Jeople, The Listarioal
perspecilve s all weoig, tou, Aurope drifted nlo World burp Ii the game forees ar
raplosion of zeilon, which encourages Wy sohivophrenia v snich ) object.
et dontt get me WEGN ~= 318 a awet gate, fi, Yhesnts gut tu be w warlioce
Faneviere Phah would make tasie ¥ oloch iRe ow Ood Seebiyd oo Bigh
T Wbl o sach o wnr-t, T faoe s wak ke bons of sl
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Hooroe you Ll sea 1% oliemve

idae ‘rci Geg batnls. oot o orhiink fooan nake 2 Lt
A done ey
dnd 1 oaedi sy ohapean e Mro Oalbammsr. Pet2 dnveniod a neatl dame. 23]
#0 Fropr enough.

why didu’t you inenyparsie Slocks snd Bosdis Into 10 Joeams 1lke 3t LM
“111 nome opace, and plwe your ssbbers zone thing elos Yo Lan¥% ot Lo yow really ocatdh
Lo make YD solely @ Diplomacy sine?  OF 3id rou Just newver thilck of ruaning otfes
gamcn?  Doesn't 1Y pget boring when yuo ad ;"rumca*»« wali A dozan Dip gamer, anpg i
with & Ytttle Stocks and Bonds? Fad, we've mub Dploaady oo Lhe hnghele -
yOu "'c- td 1k aboul. dl‘li'sf;'i"fi.’lf:{irl-‘-_l'_ a bt mvre,

Tere's somethior 1'e trying to sy, 1 guess, and R Gnth want te throw b2t you
in such o panner o8 Yo lmply thet Trw belier iban you donv t beileve thol, oot |
cir say that wecnnee I know me bmiter thuat you do, Let's put 14 this way ~= A1 you'we
diliing and ale o sevve 120 or so rubbswns, and Da¥e perneps anly & whlrd or anenll
Laak nmber playing Dip srd the rest neding sboawd $4, why Gyl L oyme fon e ibing
armgng ¥

S c:wu‘l" pLant cue ddes la yewr abnd, Mhowendd wotlde, shuan »'«'J‘L!i. Las = S
g, the etiers you pristy and uss Uw o ke anltinie sune 41" fereat [ones '
12a5 vou Ylow copyhng the wo:k of some o7 thuse yecple could le ietiel h-\.-e-fﬂ* ‘Jr‘vn&“n--ui—i
L ned ground,

Vi convinesd thal tha 3 habby

=)
VRN
Iy

i

15 reany o acee aew zliernstlyes RS TR I

s webiy a weak aralogy, tat 1% 7 Yo Bot HOT r-tw_»:ij soagsr cut #iihoa zlx,n tnat Wi
Tiks caade TV offerdng a t‘m;hnr' of vrheloea aly at apeoialcointesush oyt L

B
seeay b me that whe sun ol ihe peaecte atshlt e rester tharn thwe whole.
G 1ike to cee sn anbitleus pevaon - - such as youesell - oume o wilh o

[ moe vine that could lavolve noguest nunbay of people b d3Tlervnt fr:r;u*tf,
doin: 14 in a Maitad fasnjon with AP0, Wt 1 haven’t $he tneloation or Suvds te
hit i1, in tue vay Vi goee at Jiplomac}ro

aut think of what a P olearinghouse could accomplishi  Ipagine & =lhe 'Ddal i
peante leying Diplomacy, ae wetl as thiugs 1ke Stocks and Bonde, Fall Yaron,
Dyt ement, United and such. Thoow Lo some olher fames alrendy In pristance, tes
swwe olher Folbs inltiate rew pames, and gou sl d vaslly Yeve 4 [V T 1 JEAR
sathestastically taRing part In = fardestlu mernsWed o al 17 0e AR S AY WA
e o ool nf Several cozen wrliers het ceuld ofvap vome tash writleg. Woolodar ol
o copy the drack that sesme o yoll urelbmoexod fnte tho nesosustless oo
that L nappen 0 56«
Lodnk 1t F 7ima %k Eme a BeTRGS UF & Sourim ov threr ol the tlaes voan
L T flglé, and nope thal those copbimed forges ruc ont & prlktoslla Sl

-
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“rom Bob bweenny (10/5/83),

BRUX,
To err is human...but not 4pn Vi Mozmaily. T tuke @0 decisions {adverse o1 it

with 11ttle more than o moar but T fee! 1 must Tpeak wr now.  When you err, Fou Send et

torrectlons or place fhe correntions 1o & later portion of the issus (ev, QUACAE '
Turkey for 2--3 seasons), The players aseume ifhat you wiil arey vecasionally and aceers
thatl because you are human.

Recently in two games ((UASAR axd RIGEL:. wy oxders were nct Played as I wivis tiwm
because of dated and undated sete of orders. ™Maly orders in common with both ware
used, I would not {and hope my fellow gamers would notl sonslder 1t oM interferegce
Af a (M were to use a POSTMARK for a date. 7 Teel this 5 reasonabie becanse

1) By the houserules, M deception 1s not allowved,

2) Players and Mz are human, errovs will Gecur. some WMINGH allowances couid e
made (such as dates of orders from postmarka, declslosns on whather orders are lepnl/
1legal when pPlayers ask, sepavation of Seasons on ot player’s request due to extyrm-
ordinary events, corvectsd spelling in press. ete .,

3] That errors written i orders should not and will wct ne correcied by the -
and players stould not expect 1t

8Y  thad orders may be written and sent in a Wity dus o time constraints (g1 .
as 2 C0As ard living out of a duffel bag In Kansas till my HuGQ arrives),

Actually, &% can be filled In with d!7farent reasons by different people.

1 also realize that YD and Bruce Linsey have a "repuiation of r exactness” bt
perhaps VD also has room for dlscretion.

{{Thanks for writing. I°ve made my Dosltion regarding the uss of posimarks for «
date public at least twlce wfom, tut that was long befors vou subbed, Basleally., it
is this: I won®t use the posimark hecause al it 1s often 11legitle, and b} T don‘t
noroaliy save the envelopes woves are sent in. Moreover, I don't even read a player s
oxdexs carefully until I adjudionte the game, so 17 eliher have to start doing this
or saving ell the eovalopes. No, iiL's the Player’'s respensibility to get all the infn
right;, and I don‘*¢ Propose to take on that task nyself,

1f 1t's any help, though, there ave s out there {1ike aboui all of them! ) who
are more lenlent than I am in this regard, and will sither save and use the postaaris
or allow dated orders to supercede undaied ones, I just prefer not to do this. })

From Dan Staffords

BRUX .

Congratulations on your now Jobicareer epportunity’  Fron high school pacdc Lty g
to private sector corputer programmar - 1M riouns e what is/are your degreas lo-
I, Wwo, am studying to e a COBUT, Progranmer.

({X have 2 B.4, in math and B MoA. i math oducation. Coud luck! ;)
From Mark iuedl:

BRUX,
Greai ilssus of YD!Y T haven®t resd it ¥ai, ihoush,

{{You know yoU'I® @ SUCCeSs when vour subbers Car tell Yi was & greal lssue by
osmosls! i)

Aln't that just peachy? A 46-page letier kst wiih Jetters Foom 47 diffeven
poople’

L]
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You guys didn'{ think I'Q let this issue fly without a page just for miscellsnsous
Chitchat, did ybu? Nahhoao

Despite my editorial of asome hundred or so peges ago, I nust mention the fzke
Hoopecker sent out recently by Bob Osuch, & copy of which was sent to me ¥y Gary
Coughlan, High point of the lasue was a parody of Alex’s Column (which wee labelsd
"Alec’s Column"). Of course, it wasn't nearly as good as ths real thing...

Also of relevence here is my tie for first In the Toady Poll (a result which Bob
Olsen, my co-winner, is disputing) and Alex’s second blace in the Hobby Toad poll.
And, I finished in gz three-way tei for Most Omoxious Hobby Member in some poll
sonekhere. Isn't that exclting?

OK, on to more substantiml alliouncements. The houserules published in thils issue
wlll take affect as of the next gams deadline., Some of jou may have noticed the
"Greater Good® rule, which I lnserted 8o that I never have to break my houserules
agaln due to unforeseen clroumstances, Obviously, such a rule would make It legul
for me to do anything I want as a @M, which could bs a sourca of deep anxiety for
Some people. But of course I'11 use my Jjudgement in applying it Flayers vho don't
trust my judgement should not be Playing here, right?

Aad thanks 1o Stave Knight for his superb work in editing and organlzing the
houserules, and to Mark Berch for his many helpful suggestions,

This 1asue will be going by third class mail, which wili Aave ne over a hundred
dol? urs in postage, so don’t panic if it hasn‘t gotten there by the tims You yveed
this. Players are getiing thelr results by first ol .ss mail, of COURRE .,

Some people have asked me whether I would pind if they wera to reprint material
from YD, Absolutely not, I oncourage you to do so if you want, Just be sue to
8lve credit to the author, and to stats which issue you are reprinting from,

Well, circulation ia opproaching an all-time high here, and I would have tied the
mark bat for a new policy I have. There are g very few peonle in this hobby with who:n
I éo not and cannot get along. Most of them wexen't subbers anyray, tut two of thex
were. I have decided that I don®t wish to dea) with these People any longer, even
to the extent of subblng to their #zines or sending them mine. I realilze fully that

this philosophy 18 in direct opposition to the Berchian Theory of Univormal Subscr? prion

Pemissiveness; so e it, The two people in quection received sudb refunds from me.
I see no reason to lose money for people I don’t get along with. 3o there,

There ought to be a faw copies of this iseus loft over, so 111 sel) them off
for two bucks apiece to non-subtbere (other publishers ave weloome to mblish thia),

Or they’re availalle for 50¢ o anyone who sends me $5 for a sub, Those offers are
good only while supplies last. _ :

My footbrll expertise apperenily outshines my besetgl) inowledge. I've won our
office foothgll ool two weeks out of five now, and they°re threatening o kick me
out, (There are around thirty peopls entering .aach week.) One of the weeka I dddn®t
win was when some guy picked thirteen games oul of thirteen agninat the spresd. Whew!

Does anyone have any old "Tom Corbeti, Space Cadet" hooks that they are willing
to 8el1? I am looking for numbers 4, 7, and 8 An the series. The publisher sent
me back a form letter in tesponse to an inquiry, to tell ms that they are out of nrint.

A slight change here in artacle paynent rates, starting now, My nommel rats of
payment 1s 3 frea iesues for each mrinted page. This still holde, but from now on ths
alnimun payment for articles used will be three issues. Shis applles to ozxiginal
naterig) sulmitied exciusively to YD; other stuff is also subject to some payment,
tut usually not as much

Who else wants o coms to BRUXCon the few days before Hew Year’a Eva this yaar?

I know of four or five definite maybes so far. C’mon, you®ll have a balil
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tlame Creg Ellis!

Dounkey Raclng in Teixas

A Preacher wanted §o ralse money for his church and Yeing told that there was a
forme 4n horse racing deolded Lo purchase on and enter 1t in ithe races.

flcwovar, at the local auction, the guing price for horses wWas 80 stsep, the Preacher
snded up buylng a donkey instead. He figured that since he had 3t, he might as well
go shead snd sater it in the races, and to his surprise, the donkey came 1in third.
The Porm read, "Preacher’s Ass Showe"! The Preacher was o pleased with the donkey
that he enternd it agein. Thie time he won. The form reads “Praachexr®s Aes Cut
Front"! The Bishop waB 8o upset with this kind of pullicity, he ordered tha Preacher
19t to enter the donkey in another rmce. The headline that day was, “Bishop Scratches
Proacher®s Ase”! This was too much for the Bishop and he ordered the Freacher to get
& of the apimal. The Preacher decided to glive the donkey to a Nun in a nearby
sonvents The beadiine that day vead, “Nun Has Best Ass In Town“! The Blshop fainted,
%e informed the Nun that she would have to dispose of ths donkey, She finally found a
Tpmer to ‘:J.J;{ ihe donkey for $10.00. Next day the peper read, "Nun Peddles Ass For
Ten 3ucks™ .

They burled the Blashop the next day.

PHR ONGOING SAGA OF BRUCE LINSEY'S HOUSERULES
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Optimal Negotlational Effectivensss as sn Inverse Functicn of Gameload
or

Mathematically Speaking, We Really Ought to Stop Playing Diplomacy

Back in the good old days, when I was a hobby novice, I signed up right away for
two games, then entered John Michalski‘s Elind Madmapn variant, and sore or less
accidsntally picked up a standby spot, all in the oourse of two or three months, So
ny gameload was, for a while, fowr games.

Now back then this wes fine as I was enjoying nyesll daroimonoriously, and VD
uas merely an unborn idea wallowing within the womb of ay mind {another bit of ammo
for the pro-sbortionists!). CGraduslly, though, 1 came to roelize t I wesn't deriving
a8 much enjoyment as possible out of sach game I was in., In other words, though my
level of corrsspondence was conaiderably sbove the average of ay opponents, it fell
far short of being optimal i any given game. If I wrole, say, 60 letters per month,
then that was only 15 per scason in each gane. Loss, actually, as the Blind game was
on two~wesk deedlines. I figured, *hy mot play In fewer games, so as o maximloe my
negotlational effectiveness in each? (It 1s pootulated hexe that more letters = more
effective negotlations, 'This has besn borme out beyond any neasonable doubt over the
courae of the hobby's 20-year history.) Thuas, if I ocould write x lettera per monih,
then the monthly Tate of lotters per game is clearly an inverse function of n (x/n},
where n i8 the nuaber of graes I play in. From this logle, it became apparent thai
the most desirabdlo gasslosd wao one gane, and I imuediately endeavored to work myself
down to that level. It took a while, huthnnylutmbomtasmwalgmof
beconing terwinally stalemated, I signed up for my Lone Geme. This was Swedlish
Roundabout in Burope Expreas, and I dacided that regardless of how well I fared or
how long it lasted, I would not sign up for ancthsr game while it was in progress.
Instead, I would direct all of my ensrgy for negotlating into this ons game, thexredy
naxinmizing ny effectivensas and thus ay enjoyment.

This, it turned out, was a sound policy. As it happened, I burned out asometize
around Spring 1902; btut no antter, all the decisions of any consequence had long since
been made and carried out in that game, as Bob Olsen has already ®o cheerfully pointed
out in these puges.

For a oouple of years, then, I twittered along happy as a canary, until one day it
dawned on me that my calculations were in errors to maximisze the functiion x/n, o pust
approach sero. In other words, playlog in one game was fine, tut if I wexe to play
in only half a gane or a quarier of a gama, my diplosatio effectiveness quotient wuld
be correspondingly higher. But eincs it is impoesihle to play ina fracitonal mumber
of games, 1m\ﬂ.dcamthiaammenttoitslogionllm1tnndph@1nmma_
and be infinitely effective in all of them! And, lndeod, my vocord is quite untarnished
aince the end of Swedish Roundabout. I play in no games; geiting hypszrecsiatic

enjoyment out of sach, while winning them all. The Ultimate Diplnaster.

If ws ave all to maxinise our enjoyment per game, then, we must all stop playing
Diplomacy at onos. As demonstrated by the vessoning above, this argunent is alrtight
and irrefutahle.

I am not advooating that we shut down the hobby <~ mot by any means, But, in the
diplomatic utopia I envisage, ws could scrap the games only, keeping all the sines
alive with arguments about rating systeams, discussions of double~ordered units, feuds,
tactics articies, houserule debates, and so on, The hobby of Diplomacy le by mow well
enough estallished that it could fourish without the gase of Diplomacy. Think of 1t ==
a hobly full of putlishers 1ike Mark Berch who run no games, and players like BHUX
Linssy who don’t Qilay in any, all of them deriving the greatest posaible enjoymeat out
of every aingle one of thelr zero games.

I oould go on, tut I°m sure you're all convinced anyway. Matbeaatically speaking;
ws really ought to stop playing Diplomacy. I am hereby requesting that all publishers
cancel all of their gemes forthwith and open no moxe, It°z in ihe btest interest of
the enjoyment of the people of the hobby.
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Ting MAKE OF AUTOMOSILE

This is not a ticket, but if it were within my power,
you would receive two. Because of your bull.
headed, inconsiderate, feeble attempt at parking,
you heve taken enough room for & 20.myle team,
two elephants, one goat, and & saferi of PYgmies
from the African interior. The reason for giving
you this, is so that in the fulure you may think of
someone else, other than yourself. Besides | don’
like domineering, egotistical of simple-minded

drivers and you probably fit into one of these
Categories.
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.
! sign off wishing you an early transmission failure
(on the expressway at about 4:30 p-m.). Also

may the fleas of & thousand camels infest your
armpits. .

V. D, LINSE Y

Bk Wy Gimptinente

Every now and then one of my readers
(EQ Wrobel this time) just has to remind
me what a certain word means...

bruxism (bruk’sizm) (Gr. brychein to gnash the testh} rhy-
thymic or apaemodic grinding of the teeth in other than chewing
movements ol the mnndiblel. e-q:&.lly_ such dmovomn‘ X tl‘per-
formed during sleep. Dental ma an i r
l:cton are the usual inciting causes. Cf. bruxomania and clench-
ing. - .

bruxomania {(bruk“co-ma’ne-ah) grinding of the taeth occur.
ring 88 a tension-release habit in the waking state; callisd also
brychomania Cf. brusiem.
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FoR A Good TimE
CALL BRUCIE -




The Volce of Doom / 45—
a short stoxy by BRUX Linsey

Dr. Stephen Isaacson did not hear of the Great Disappearance until several hours
after the vest of the sclentific community had been alerted. This was ironic because
his delay in finding out about the unprecedented event was due to his preoccupation
with the very inveation that would eventually provide him, alone among all the world®s
scientists, with the true explanation. It was James lLong, his young lab assistant,
who finally found Dr. Isaacson im his secluded laboratory and broke the news.

"Drx. Isaacson!® exclaimed James, bursting into the lab without so much as hls usual
tap on the door. “Have you heard what happensdt” When the physicist expressed lgnorance
regarding the cause of James' excited query, the latter literally grabbed his amm and
started to pull him out the door and into the crisp autumnn night.

“Hell, James, all right already! I can welk outside by myself," the sclentist
grumbled irritably. "This better be good. I'm very busy with my cosalc translator
now, you know."

They walked out into the night. The moon wasn't up yot and the sky was crystal
slear. "Look, sir," James bagan eagerly, "Rlght below ths Square of Pegasus, Do you
notlce anything?®

Dr. Isamcson Fixed his eyes on the four atars indlcated, then lowered hies gaze to
the faint group of stars that formed the head of Plasces the Fish. He half expecisd to
see a "new star” -- & hova, which is simply a sun that bas flared up to many tlmes its
normal luminosity. Such phenomena were guitc commam, although they of course didn’t
generally atiain raked-oye visibility. But in this case, he saw nothing that didn®t
fit. *No,"” he mpli@d at lasto "What are you get"-‘.iﬂg a'tg James?"

*Right in Pisces there, sixr., What isn‘t there that is supposed to be?" proapted
the lab worker.

Ab, something was missing, then. No, all the stars were thero. The sclentlst was
well enough accualnted wiih the constellations to be sure of that., And then it struck
him, "Sweet saccharin'!™ he cursed under hls treath. *Where did it go, James? It
was there last night whep I looked. James, WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO THE FLANET MARS?"
Tnstinctivelsy he ran his eyes back and forth along the godime, that imaginary arc
along which all the planets travel, Jupiter was whers il belonged. in Aquarius. There
wers no other planets visible. Mars, which was supposed to bs in Plsces, had utterly
vanished.

“It's been gone for over eight hours, slr, It disappeared at quarter tidl two
this afterncon, our time, s0 nobody over here noticed right away. But a lot of people
in Europe and Asia saw it just biink right out. The whole world is in & frenzy,
wondering what has happened. The Russlans have 1ssued a statement that if the United
States 18 up to any funny business, there will be hell to pay. Our President Just
spoke on TV two hours ago, and sald just about the same thing to Russla. But robody
has any reasonahle ideas sbout how it happened.” The younger man paused, out of lweath.

The physiclst mused, "Blinked right out, did it? Something must be passing in
front of it. Maybe a stray asteroid, close enough to Earth to hlock out the whole..."

“No, sir," James iaterrupted quickly. *If there were an asteroid blocking it Ifor
eight hours, we'd know it. They've already dlsmisssd that poseibility. It would have
had to be a huge plece of rock, big emocugh to see and causé a measurcable gravitational
pull on the Earth. But that‘s not the case -~ in fact, we can nomally measure the
gravitetional field of Mars, and even that isn‘i there any more. The damn thing is
really gone!* '

Dr. Isaacson shook his head slowly in astonishment. Yhat had apperently occurred
just wasn't possille. He broke his reverie abruptly after a few seconds, “James, I
don't know., Planets don*t just vanish into space. I'm going back to work now, because
I°ve been having some success with my coamic twranalator. Glve me a call in the morning
if you hear anything, will you®"
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“Will do;* mutiered the 1ab assistant. He turned to leave, surprised and vamiely
annoyed that the sclentist 134 not sesm to regard the cvents of the day as lmportant
encugh to merit a bresk in his expeziments. 7The old guy must really e on to scmething,
he thought. On an inpulse he turned back and asked, “Dr. Isgacson, may I come in and
maybe give you a hand now? The sclontist consented, and together thay walked back
into the laboratory.

“Sir, you‘’ve besn working on this device for zlmost a year now, and you haven®t
really explained it {0 me yot, I know that vou consider this project top secret, but
can*t you just glve me some idea as to what this 4a aboui?” He gestured toward a large
rectangular wooden frame on the sclentist’s lab table, which housed a ciuttered array
of wires, electrodes, and other assorted metal partss all connected to a negaphione--
like device which hung off an end of the tahle.

"S1t down, James, and I'11l tell you. I've never been more excited about anything
Ive ever worked on in my lAfe. I've kept it gulet up 111 now because I1°d be considered
a crackpot if the world ever found out what I'n doing.

"As you know, there are many different types of elsctromagnetic radiation. There
is vieitle light; thero ave ultraviolet raysy there are ganmg, rays. In aglmost all
Cases, we can mutch radlation with a particular source. Most of our visible light,
foxr lostance, comos from the sun or artificlal sources we have ereated, such as
incandescent llght tulbs, Certain cslestial bodies give off different forms of
electronagnetldc energy. You've heard of quasars, I presume.  They are thought to be
the sirongest sources of radio waves in the universe, though they ame all so far away
as to he virtually indetectalle to our finest instruments,

“But there is one form of radiation whose source has never heen pinpointed. That
is the ‘cosmic background noise.® as astronomers call 1t. It used to be thought that
since all stars emlt coemic rediatlon. the unaccounted-for residual amount must simply
be the sum total of 2l) the stars in the universe whose output we cannot measurs
individually. Within the expending universe, thore should be a finlte and predictalls
level of cosmic vackgrcund noiss. But, even factoring out what there should bhs, there
is some unexplelned extraneous radiztion. My translator is conmecied to o large
recelver on the roof of this laboratory, The device is set up to record only the
extra background noise, after subtracting out what ought to he present, and to convert
1t to sound through ihis speaker."

The 0ld men paused at & guestioning glance from the lab assistant. "So what doss
it sound iike? And what have you found out?™

“Well," the physiclst repiled; "I can make it sownd any way I want, since I°am
merely artificlally converting ihe radiation from one energy form to another., Buti the
big story is the pattern I've discovered. when all the radistion that should be
detacled iz left out, the remainder varies in Ilntesity. And it 18 not a random variation
at all, as you would expect., In faect. I've becn recording 1t for months, and the damn
stuff has the pattern and cadence of g spoken jan CLe

James Long sat bolt upright, amd tbe sclantist continued.

"The transiator contalns a minature computer through which, for several monthe, I
have been trying to decede the patiern of this radiation and convery it to English,
Juet this afterncon, I was ahls to gfot the first intelligitle woxds out of the thing.
Forglive me for sounéing 1lke a crazy old quack, Jawes, Tut I heard the words, ‘*honor
our agreemert® come out of that box today. James, somebody up there in the heavens
is eaying something, and I intend to find ocut what it 1s!®

#* *® *

James Long siept fitfully that night, having been confronted twice in the preceding
bours wiih what could be deserlbed onmly as scientific impoasibilitles. Unable to
drift off, he finally arose and eat down at his Diplomacy board, which was set up on a
card tatle in his der, PFPostal Dlplomacy was his idea of & good diversion from the
day-to-day rlgors of working for Dr. lsamcscon, and right now ha needad a distraction
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fror the events of ihe previous daye 1he board was set up for o game in wnich his
Austrian positlon was rapidly potng downhill, Cighlng, be nurmured wider bls breath
“sorry about thls. guys.” Then he wroie the order to distund his amy in Vieunsa,
plucked the 11tils red unit off the bheard, and tesesd 1% into the hox.  Then he walked
tack into his bedroom. fesling uneasy about sons thing he couldn't pia down, and finally
Tell fast asleeyp.

* * »

The morning headlines hlared it out in big, bold iype: WORLD MISTIFIED BY MAR‘S
OISAFPEARANCE. Around the world sclentdsts, politiclans, and military leasiers were
meeting to discuss and debate the posslble causes of the disappearance of Mars. Tames
Iong awoke with a start, strode to the front porch, mmatchsd up the newsgaper and
began reading. Nobody had any reasonable explaoaticne yet, and the planst was stlll
gone. There was 0 be a guestion-ani-answer sesaion at 9 o'clock in the main auvditorium
at the university across town, the paper sald, hosted by the Astronomy Department. Tha
wofessors would answer questions ze well as they couid. 'The public was invited,

James glanced at the clock., He had tine to make 1t thers,

The meeting, though, was a dlsappidntmert. Not oniy did hs not learn anyihing new,
of course, but tha ignorance of the gensral pubtilic on sciemtiflc matiers never semsed
t appall him on those rare occasions whan he was exposed to 1t. The professors sat
patlently through it all, flelding ihe gquestions without showing a trace of arusenrent.
(Good acting, James thought.)

Some of the questions posed weze well thought~oui. Cne man askad if perbaps Maxs
had exploded sonshow. One of the astronomers pointed cut that if this had beesn tie
case, te gravitatlonal field of ithe planet wouid still be present; aside from which
such an explosion could not possibly occur spontanecusly, given the laws of phyeics
as we know them.

But most of the questlons were absurd. A middle-aged woman atood up and inguized,
"Couldn't the Mariians have Jjust gotten on a spaceship and gone somewhere alse?™ Fici
of the audlence hroke out into laughter at this, though the panael of professors kegh
its composure well. James got disgusted and finally left.

Driving to Dr. Isaacson’s laboratory, the whole seriea of ruvcent evente parsded
through James® mind llke some fantastic nighimare revisited., 'The dlsappearance of
Mars...the words thal the old scientlst had heard from outer space...what were thay
agein® Something about keeping a bargain? James thought irrelevantly of his llploracy
game, and faelt even more uncomfortalble., He sped up and weached the lab in ten nlrutes.

Knocking mroduced no response, but James heard volces in the room, 50 be opaned the
doey and walked ln. Dr. Isaacson was there, listening to words that were alowiy
enltilng {rom the speaker connected to the cvamlc translator., At James® entry, He
Jumped up and fllcked a switch, stopping the volee, and faced the younger ean. His
face was chalk white, "1...1 never reaily believed much in religien, James," iw
stammered. “We cannot find a sclentlfic explanaticon for the Martlan protlen btetause
thers isn’t ovns. We are so small, so unlnportant...” XHis voloe trailed off.,

vames, feeling 4 new thrill of fear it upable to restrain his curlosity wiv longsr
strode quickly to the smachize and Tiipped the switch back on. A low, qulvering wvoiie
achoed throwd: the lab. e volce was saburated with a despalr that James Lnustinctivels
®new wWas superhuman lpn both its origin and its depth.

"I have Wean betrayed seain, My Handiwork... My Hendlwork..." A huge sigh sevemed
o £111 the mow, a sigh of etewnal regret. "1 am £o, 80 BOXTY...S0 BOXIy.. .~ &
texribles pauss, theur *Distand the Earth'+

James Long had time only to exchange hoerified glances with the sclentiet, an
thon there was oblivion,



EVERYONE HAS HEARD OF “TENNIS ELBOW" OR ATHLETE'S FOOT. CERTAIN SPORTS AND !
GAMES SEEM TO SPUR A NUMBER OF DISEASES AND PROBLEMS., LET'S TAKE A LOOK AT SOME !%
OF THE NEWER GAME RELEASES AND INVESTIGATE A FEW SICKNESSES THEY CAUSE.

by Mark Paul

G.I. FINGER TITANSOMNIA
»
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This disease gives the person stiff hands and

waterlogged thumbs as he flips through the many Sy
rulebooks of the Squad Leader games while trying The s

ymptom of this disease 1s the
to play G.I. Anvil of Victory. inability of a person to sleep for many

hours while he plays this enjoyable but

nonsensible game. Hopefully the gamexrs
who have become addicted to Titan will realize
there are other fantasy games of merit that
don't take a lifetime of commitment.

A,H, PRICE LIST SHOCK

KENNS -RIPPING
This is a disturbance of the ears that This has struck many gamers when they
results when a person mistakes the game found out that Avalon Hill has lowered
of Kennsington for a record album and the prices of many games. They recover

attempts to play the mapboard on his stereo. quickly when they see the change in
guality of these games.

NAVAL, BORE

This happens
when someone
buys The
Collector by

Avalon Hill and

realizes it's that dumb 3M game Hi
The kick in the trash bag provides the Injury.

A semli-coma which sets in when somesone attempts to
play Naval War. FRemind them that Senator Robert

Dole was almost Vice-President and this should
snap them out of 1t. Bid
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How Not to Get a Puppet

So it's midgame and by gosh, you're doing a pretty decent jJob of gzrowlng. But
how much easier the battle would bacome, if only you could get that little country
nearby to order his plsves to sult your needs. The balance of power that currently
axists would tip appreciatly in your faver if he would use his one or two urits to
further your ends., Your situation is dellcate, though; mosit players don't 1ike to
think they are being "used”, and ye%, that is precissly what you are txylng to accompliah,

I can offer some good suggestions on what not to do, taken from my own experiences in
the game Swedish Roundabout, which xecenily eanded in Europs Express. Three times in
that game, I tried to acquire a puppet, using different negoiiational strategles each
time, Three times, my attempts falled miserably. I have studied my correspondence
vegarding all of theas attempis, and have arrived at some conclasions as to what I dld
wrong, and how 7 might have gotten what I wanted had I handled matiexs differently.

You folks being the loyal, screaming, paying subscribers that you are; 1 nay as well
let you learn from my mistakes.

The first situation I shall describe was the entry into the game of John Kadox as a
standby for a three-center Turkey. My France was fighting a strong Austro-Iiallan
alllance for control of the Med, and I wanted Turkish cooperation (not quite puppethood)
in achieving a breskihrough.

The jetter

My letter to John openad with a rether lengthy (and not totally factual) history
of the geme, presznted, as I put it, "so you can have a 1ittle more of an dea how
things stand.” Thea I wezi on te talk ebout the praosents

", ..This game is faxr from over for you. It wlll take some doing for you to come
back, but it°s not inmpossible, To do this, you must ovexcome an Austria twilece your
size, not to mention Italy. But hers's whore I coms in! I want to plek up whexe I laf't
off with the previous Turk. Kould you be willing to help me take doun: the other two
Med powers? Loglcally, it's your best optlon as well as mine -- thay are the playere
who are threatening ioc take you out, And I don’t relish the thought of fighting them
singlehanded, I'm hoping to take the Ionlan Sea; and once I do then the camel’s tack
will be broken. With your help, I have a good chance of success in 14 or 2 game years.

What's in it for you? If you can stay friendiy with Russia, I can help you twm
the tide versus Austria, I expect tc gzt three centers from Italy; and while 1t may
acen far-fetched now, you could stand to galn ssveral centers in the Balkans. If you
are able to reach that point, youxr optlons will of course be greater in numbsr than
they are nhow.

And please don‘t feel that you're ultimately cutting your own throat if you ald thw
western ple. My eventual choice of an ally will ve basad on who I feel w11l be
castest to deal with in the long Tun. The triple won't last forevsr, and whan it
treaks I can assure you that I will consider you as a long-vange ally. To e even
more blunt about it... {((I then went on to badmouth Garry Hsmlin, the Engllsh player.))

.2.50, how about it? At this point you can do little but stan’ and defend, it
when I get in position to help you out. would you care to txy and make a go of L B

The Result

John rover wrote back to me in this game, though he did call and acknowledge receipi
of the letter. He did, indeed, continue to fight hls aggressors until he was elimlnated,
but I chalk this up more o mortal necessity than to what I had wrltten. We never
really cooperated, and in hls endgame statement I finally discovered what his reactiocn
waBs “...l was impressed by the volums of mall that immedlately came my way. Everyons,
1t seemed, was after my heart and mind, Soon I discoversd that the part of my anatomy
that they really wanted was conalderably lower on my body than my heart ox nind.™

What was Wrong with the Letier?
1 never achleved ihe cooporation i was hoplag for with John because, I susTet. my
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approach was too aggressive and too insulting to his intelligence. John being a player
of conslderatly more experience than I, there iz no way he could have found my attenpts
to pass off my requests for help as & mutually beneficial axrangement to be at all
Plausible. Hell, I even said outright that I was trylug for the Ionitan, What xroom
for expansion aid that leave him? *"Several Cconters in the Balkanse” was farfetched

to the point of absurdity, and I suspect John knew it. And my bedmouthing of Hamlin
when in fact the Franco-English allisnce Was clear as day probably reinforced whatever
fears John had that once French fleets reached thes ITonfan, they would continue to

Bteam mexrily eastward.

¥bat I Should Have Done

I should have been less pushy, and less extravagant in my predictions of what
Turkey might galn out of all thle, A far beiter strategy would have bsen to sound him
out firet -~ yhere did he feel his chiet threat lay, and what did he want to do? No
great ham would have been done had J suggested thati we “cooperate in taking the Ioanian”,
rather than mentioning polni~tlank that I intended to get it,

BEven silence on my part might have besn prefershle to the above letier; the natural
Turkish resction 1n this situation would be to fight off Au&tria/ltalyp and he might
have come to me asking for help eventually.

The game' then procesded rather favorably for me, and scon Bob Osuch’s Italy was
on the ropss. I wrote a quick letter which Wriefly mentioned the poesibiliity of
puppsthood; and he wrote back that he would he agreeshle. Whereupon 1 wrote one of
the most horrendous letters I*ve ever written.

g Letter

"e-s1'd 1lke to discuns your offer to puppet. I must admit that I didn‘t think
you'd agree to it, since I thought your desirs to gst revenge against me night be
stronger than your desire to live. The fact that you'ne »11ling to changs your coupse
of action to help both yourself and me, daspite all the garbage I've given you up till
gow, increasss my respeet for you as a player -- I think 95% of all players womld Just
sulelde out against me at this point,

let me got specific about what I°'d like, then. Filrsi, ¥ will aske a commitment tn
you: you will survive until thls game e¢nds, unless cerisin unlikely circumzstances
malts Lt nescessary for me to wipe you out. I'1l get into those in Just a minute. But,
Y add to my part of the deal, you are slmo free (per your request) to write any press
that you wish, including goads at me. The more, the nerriar.

Now, here’s ihe help I need froa vou. Firsy, I will ask for your cooperation
from the standpolnt of orders. What I wiil ask you o do wlll naturally serve my
inierestis as well an, or more than, yours; but I will not ask you & do anything which
might lead to your own elimination eithex., Secondly, 1 may at some point need your
twlp from a diplomatic standpoint. That is, T nay need to ask you {0 vote a certain
way on a proposal or even aay something to & certain Player for me. 1 wouwldn‘t ask
you to go way out of your way in thls regard, of course, bt I say nsed your assistance
in this respect somewhere down the linc.

I nust issus a warning: I would regard your fallure io sutmili the correct oxders
as s termination of ocur agreement, asd this holds aven if You make & mlswritten move
or an NMR. Whiie I think you're sincere, I'm Just suying thie so you'll know where I
atand.

1 wrote on the previous page aboul certain unlikely sltuations where I would find
it necessary to ellminate you. One is described abover if you don‘t submit the orders
I esk for. Two: AL I dlscover that you are betraying me diplomaticaily; 1.e. passing
ny letters or trying to get anothexr player to stab me. Taree; AF your remaining
centers are absolutely the orly means for me to achieve a desivelond irn the game. That
1g, 1f it should happen that I nesd your last center to avold being stalemated at 17
centers; then I would let you know that I smust have it. This. of course, ls exirenely
unlikely; I'm just clearing it with you in case 1t should ocourn.
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You may be wondering 1f I will ever let you £rov¥ agaln, I am not opposed to this,
tut will permit it only if I can do so without Jeopardizing my own well-being., In
fact, 1t is not probable that I will be able let you get above 1 or 2 ceniers, and i
must make sure you're aware of this at ths start. In fact, if you are sincers, you
will b8 down to 1 center after this turn unless you aren‘t stodd out of Trieats, or if
you get Greecs, i

OK, what I need from you this turn is A Ven-Tri, A Rom-Nap, F Ion-Gre, F Bas-Smy.
Given these moves by you, I will be taking Ven and Tun (which I will do anyway) and
Rom (which would have had to walt a year had you not offexed %o work with me}. You
will keep Naples pemmanently, unless you are compensated elsewhere, It is impoxtant
that you have Naples instead of, sa¥, Venice) because I can assure that another player
won't be able to grab Naples) whereas Randolph ((Gmrmany)) or Dick {(Austria)) might
concelvably wipe you out if your sole supply center was Venice,..”

The Result

Did anyone not guess 1t? Bodb falled to deliver my requested moves that tumm, and
fought me tooth and nall until the end of the game.

What wae Wrong with the Letter?

Jesus Christ on a crutch! I could write a whole book on what was wrong with the
above letter. If Bob was slncere t» begin with, that letter was certalnly the best
Way to change his mind,

The suggestions themselves were alrtights he really could survive in Naples
without fear of deatructlon from an outside power. But, oh, the condescending, depanding
tone that I used!

Most of the siuff above would have been much better left uneaid, When someone
offers to puppet for you, it should go without saying that he will make the moves
you want, willl not try to induce others to stadb you, etc, There was no need for me to
g0 into all thet painful detall about how Bob would have to obey my wishes in every
particular, As for the mentions that I might eventually need his help diplomatically
or that I might have to take his last conter to avoid being stalemated at 17; those
were tridges best crossed if and when I got to them.

Nobody, let alone a player of Bob*s experience, 1ikes to be boased around that
much. Even a puppet needs freedom to enjoy the game. I was, in this lstter, attenpting
to control Bob's every actlon. I didn't leave him any room to breathe. And so, if he
really did plan to help me, I lost him.

W¥hat I Should Have Done

I should have siad something along these lines: *I accept your offer to puppet.
You will sureive in Naples till game‘s end as no one olse can take it from you. Please
nake the followlng moves this turm..." Now wouldn’t that have been a much better letter”

The game proceeded, and I decided that I would like to try to get Bob Olsen‘s
one-center Russia (he owned Ankara) on my side. I struck up a novel plan...

The Letter

"S8it down before you read this. I°'m about to maks you the god-damndesi suggestlion
you've ever heard (ocutside of JUPI"ER). I'm basing this on your last lstter, which
has led me to a few conclusions; 1) you're not itotally opposed to helping me; you
Just don’t see much point to it; 2) you're more pissed at Dick yhan you are at me;

3) you either want somebody to take ycuxr last center, or to let you grow larger; L} you
are going to move to the Aegean this turn regardless of any request I may maka; and

5) you'd like to inject just a Vit more excitement into the game. Let me know if any
of those are wrong, but I gather that they're all pretty close to truse.

The suggestlon I have now is compatible with all 5 of my assumptions. Without.
further preliminaries, it is this: move F Con~Aeg this turn, and then, in S *06,
help me convoy an army from Apulia to Constantinople! (Well, I told you to sit down')
let me review how this jibes with the five points above:r 1) you would certainly be
helping me, 2) you would be helping me put the screws cn Dick, 3} from
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Constaniinopla, I would be in a position to take Ankara if this 1s what you really
want; however, I°G rather be able to support you into Bulgaris (se¢) in F ‘06 and
conceivably (though not probably) you might eventually take back Sevastopol. Not
likely; you’ll probably end up having to work with one unit, tut with my help you

might even grow center-wise. I would view ihis as preferahle to my taking Ankara, by
Lhe way, 1f only because the latter would be wasting valuable time in my fight against
Krud ((Dick)). I°d de 1t if you want, though, 4) this is consistent with your upcoming
move to the Aegean, and 5) 1t almost goes without saying that this will add axcliement
to a dull gsss. And I°d Jove to ses Dick's face If we pull it off!

This wlll take trust on both sldes; 1f you say you’ll do it and then don't I‘11
have wasted two units next season (A Apu and F Ion), while on the other hand I could
stab you by moving into Ankara the followlng season. But I won't unless you ask me
to. Your fleet would be of far moxe value to me than any unit I could build in
Marsellles, and 1°d just as soon help you take Dick’s centers, and grab a few for nyself .

S0 18 this exotlc enough to cepture your interest?...”

Ihe Result

It almost worked! I cannot resist quoting part of Bob's reply, to 1llustrate the
delightful etyle he always maintained in his letters:

"¥hat a degraded, disgusting, pervertisd, ainisier, deviant, farfetched, ridiculous
mroposition! What am I, some kind of brainless toady, and a scoundrel toc, who would
toady to somsone who would go ao far as to put game propaganda 1n his zina, and, yes,
to lle to a fellow-playexr? What, should I descend to whatever naether level you and
your degenerate kind currently lnhabit?

Wall. . nmy-ban

Your assumptlons about my attltude to the game are correct, polnt by polnt. And
the very stupldity of your suggestiion is a great recommendation. About the only
ohjection I have is that doing thie world make tho gans 2 little too easy for you.
Aecently I was discussing who was a good player with Langley, and I seld to him, “I
cen’t tell Af BRUX is any good, or not -~ he®s had such an sasy tlmwe of it in Swedish
Roundabout that I can't teli!™ I mean, talk about your free rides! A couple of
strateglcally placed Big Lies and you Just walk into the whole oard., It's really
ridiculous. I1°d be embarreesed if I weme you; in fact, I suggest you resign right
oow in order to mave yourself the disgrace of such an easy win.

As for your proposal...well. It°s tempting, because it is so very ridiculous. I
do have some feeling of responsibility toward Crud, however ~- after all, he*s opne
of the few people who has not attacked me in the game. And he has a very clever way
of not having to tell lies; he just never says anything. In thia partiecular casse, I
do have some time to decide, so here's my declsions XJ APLAE 14 ALSETAL £ Ad¥itide
o BUAY fhF FARARE T'm going to defer action, and let my dear friend Crud debermine
what I do. No;, I'm not going to ask the dear boy's permission ~- I am going to give
hlm a chance to save himself. If, mfore the desadline for whatever season this is
supposed to occur (i.e. next season), Dick writes me a letter, any letter, then I
won't do 1t; tut in the meantime I'l. write preliminary orders to convoy your army
like you say, and let ihem stand until Crud givee me some reason +o change them. Thls
is & most satlafactory solution! Even as one might let a hiind man “save" himself by
reading a passage oui of a book, 80 I will let Crud save himself Af he can overcome
the deficlencles of his play! I like it!®

Alas; four letiers from Russia later (in a loiter that was labsled "From: the
Viceroy of Vacillation To: The Bambino of Bruxism*), Olsen finally docided not to
go through with the convoy., And he wupported Austzia for the rest of the game

What was Wrong with the Letter?

Actually, my letter to Bob wasn’t nearly as bad as thoss I sent to Turkey or Italy
earlier in the game. Olser, 1lke me, 15 the type of guy who would enjoy doing something
totally absurd just for laughs, especlally with the game out of reach. However, I
wouldn®t recommend making such s suggestion to a more sarious playesr., It pays also
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to walk on eggs in this sort of sitvation; my suggestions could eazsily have beeu
passed on to my English ally and presented as evidence that | wanted to go foxr che uin.
{To cover myself, I had alerted England to the fact that I intended to iry and get
Russian help, though I didn't go into specifics at the time.)}

What I Should Have Done

Well...now that I think about it, theie wasn't a whols lot wrong with my letier
to Russia, glven all the cirecumstances. I°d peobably de it exactly the same wey 1f &
had o do it agzin.

Out of all these examples can be drawm some general conclusions about how not *o
get a puppst.

1. Don’t be pushy. Make suggestions, and if the puppet-to-be is interested he’ll
respond with some of his ovm, Don’t try to control his eveuy notion as this will
lnerease hls desire to strike back at you. Pull his strings, but don't choke him.

2, Don't promise unreasonable riches ito your potentlial puppet., unless he’s the
sort of fellow who can be very easily duped. The more credible he finds your statements,
the likelier he is to go along with you.

3. Don't condescend, Just because you have a better poslition than he does in
this game doesn’t make you a better player than him -~ and even if you are, keep 1t
to yourself. Very fow people like to be overtly treated as the inferior member of
a parinersihip.

Keap these polnis in mind next itime you're trying to get a puppet. Hey. I don't
mind 1f you Doumies learn from my nlstakes. That's why I write these things, right?

BAUX the Law-Criver AGSCChAina MY. Sinai
W;H" the 10(,000) c.ommo».n&me,nJrs . .

Courtesy of Ruth Glaspey
Thanvs, Imth, ==
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Ty Lary L. Coughlan
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“The acre tWhings chuange. the nove iney are the same. ™ -~ Alphonsse Karr.

very age ip history has had 118 own herpes, viiillans, disputes, scandals and
contyoverales, 1983, withln our osn Diplosacy hobby, 5 no exception.

Carteln chﬂ."aut,@rs repeateodly appear throoghout hiotory, 1ife the leo-packed
hmgstend, the prostiiuie «lth the vroverblal "heart of gold” snd Ye rebellleus yooih
vorsus the "wstabilsiment®. Iven cur own Peelles Salisy has his cwo coumdterpert do
the zacient Romans” Hiles Gloriesn.

It % ooy oo fenciiul to expect thal othars. with sipillar characleristics to
Sure, have lived In the past and wlll aleo exist Ju the fulure, znd that is tho premiss
i this playe..

it tefore we take a Jowrney becek indo Lims, leb’s sed vho se wil) meet, In o ow
cases, the words gpoker by these charvacters or attrimuted Lo olthnr perschs were sclaally
said oy them. Such words are mparked with an asterisk like so #,

it Gs Hallowsen In the vear 9873 a4 ., a theusasd years ago and e ¢ra of the
‘-.:h'*ng roids 10 Bupope. lhs hWleskest meriod of the Dark Apes. n the ales we How Boow

2 Horth Awerica, petiy warlords {a.®.a. publers) are conetantly carving up {laflioms,
a Swate of aloest conslact war prevails and te Jeckeying fow ;.w:isi&icm SeeRINELY novey
ands.  in werds Samdilor w o oour tlos, Yo is volae sgalnst sine” wod pubber againsi
by,

The foliowing appear In this nlays

I-lr'um Lirsey, auleas B - the llege Tord of Hoom Sastla.
bas Mogzers, lord Lingsey s 6 £ 6 in coust Jester {a .k .s. “The VooLo '

m)h Teoct ., bord Llassy's (Olef adviasrt and monsizsy e ﬂi?dl:ihﬁm o

Jobit Kelleys, a m.mw .'-\Jd&{i in the constant batlies of the Fasi
wiee pubbsd The Tenolden,

Bol: Disen. a ﬁ'i.m}ﬁfé puasSant From far-avey Yansasg he fms a cal naned Ulgm.

Ed Wroebst, a w0%h caniury activist and & thron in Lerd Linsey's slle,

Mari Hepch, z.i.s "Sod”. a powerdul tld wisard whose ook desire is tw serve Lopd
Linsey,

8t ‘»ﬁtthﬁﬁe} tise

REini) rgEy moedttadan.
Cantle Doss Lo the foriress-etroaghaeid of mm Tingey wino hao benn cn the thyone for
fowur years.

Jul It Ig & foripess under hegvy slege. War hebween the Bast Cgasy Wltoches is
mwivar aloasand snd oselsd tudes of hedr avo les rove bsen besleging Casile Doem D
I months uow with ng ﬁ.'igﬁsﬂ S PRIy We siege avon.

lowever, Loxd Lirsey ha d.*‘:L”"ﬂu chipt the celeWra t**ra-u of hig fourth year of ol
go on an schaedtled and so it cowr, "Hail Bpeedfer® s oy toilals o e oan Joviant
oo Lingey and VG have glven ae for Iourn yeals,

PECENE Y e Mo S5 surselves L "Castie Donm” cmiohed Dige atop d o

et Winsey atrldes et the glianlio ddoons rocn. Burslno wood craokles 1o tho
Frrapdaee. Whewe Lo a welogny sherxe the lababl tants of twatle loop zany loni dows

upoy e arplies of fne Bedt Jeast ¥ithhes.

AT LA Lok Just, Like leryy dewlz in The Nut 4y, Profae
Hatliowses, Mats not dresaed 1n o oo shwes.,  Thir AF what e deal
Stands before an cnoimous alvrer,

2y and sl thougn Gt s
Lonkn Tike, b

BT Mg, misrer on the wall,

T Mha's the wost feared b ot glf
Frog Uonst o Comal,
S g the oue they fear rgsil

Al T :zrmmm,. LIS #31
T \i ¢ g E
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Was that you callilng me, my liege, or was it the voice of a god7!

Oh, i& Bereh back? No, mo, it was I. (hastily glances around)} I hope Jzim
Fador isn't sneaking around corners agaln trying to catch me in grammatical
srrors!

What did you want, Loxd Linsey?

Ch yes, the mirror tells me I'm still the most feared M of all. Did I mention
that agein ilast issue? And em I really truly feared as a o7

T bellsve that last issue was scheduled to mention thai you had the bast letter
coltmn in the world. This comlng issue you mean to say that you have the largesetl
zine of g1l time coming out. The earliesi you could agalin mantion you're ihe
most feared CM would be possihly late Novambex.

Drats! But am I feared?

You're asking me? I was In MILKY WAY, remenber?! That game urought many of the
Ea3t Coast Witches down on your head.

Yas, am;.)thoy'ra atiil out there too. ((Enier Bob Osuch, main advisor to lord
Tinsey.

A, Bob, what's the latest news on ths wax front? %Who's the strongest new —-
me > my ensmiea?
Greetings, Loxd! They've not breached ths castle walls yet despite an intense
tattering. But I do feel we must work on your image moxre.

How about a telethon for Jerry's klds?

Silence, Fool! But my lmage is great! Just watch thiss

Mirror, mirror on the wall,

Who's the most feared GM of all!

Mirror: BRUX BRUX BRUX BRUX

BHUX »
Bobr

BRUX keeps ‘em in a flux!!

See!
Well, "BRUX" is not exactly a fearsome name and the mirrorfe info has not heen
updated since last May.

Then update 1t! Go on about my image. Speak freely.

T'm tired of being the utt of tall Jjokes and putting nme in this clown sult

ie really the last atraw and.ce. .

Silence, Fool! I meant Bob to speak freely.
Well, liege, we've conducted a poll of the Doomiss and the resulis ere starting
to trickle in, Some think you pat yourself on the back {oo much.

But if I have the greatest something-or-other, why shouldn*t I say it?

Adn't fittin‘. Aln't £ittdn’, Lawsy Miz Scarlett, ain't fittin’,

‘e fool's right. Then you had that beer bust and no beer. Then you rejected a
Rod Walker article. Then you've made Several controversial GMing declslons.
All they have to do 1s follow the zules of Doom Castle to the letter and tbe
gomes run smoothly.

And speaking of games -- no one sees you pleying s Diplopacy gams anysheres
Tisge ~- not even are you o & standby 1)gt., Doomiss wonder why and other TMs
feel you think they aren’t oompstent emough for the mighty Lord Linsey.

That's only a superfictal aupeaxance -- not the reallty.

But liege, in Diplomacy appesrance 1s all most people see. They don®t know the
real you.

Yes, we happy tand of trothers are so lucky! .
Siience, Fool! Go to the balcony and list those who sre fightlng me. {{The
Jester goes to the balcony and surveys the outspread armies below.))

I see the Anduln Archers, the Largelancers, the Craustark Leglons, &nds oo
What about the Whitestonla Warriors?

Them too and the Martin Mercenariee snd now ihe Modern Patriots...

That is modern! Patriotisa won’t be lnvented until the 18th century!
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%ikes oo.and & new eusign 1've not seen before. The standard is of the image of aco.
woodpecksr,

BHJX« Oooooch!! That scurrilous fake vhich mocked me! Walt til I discover the
perpetrator of that!

Bobe (nervously) Uh, Llege, don’t you have any allles in this neck of the woods?

E8UX: 'The Shoguns were tringing thely swoxrds to help me but they've faltered and have
been taken over by a Cunning weirdo who xefuses to acknowledge my existence.

Mikes She's probably in league with some ores, Pexrhaps I should write a papsr on
"Maglic in the Middle Ages.”

SRUX« Perhaps you shouid shut up before you loss your head.

Bobs Speaking of losing, lLord Linsey, your lmage, even of controversy, has taken guite
a beatlng lately. For cne thing, you‘ve considerably toned down contxoversy in
the castle publication here.

BRUXs  That's not verdfiabia’! I want proofl

Boby (Okay! You'rs not even considered the mosi omoxious bobby member! A year ago
you’d have been a shoo-1n, Now you are In a threz-way tls for first place’

Mike: I knew I chould have voted!

Bob: And, rot only were you not elected Toad, you couldn’t even win the Toady saction.
That wvas a 2-way tie!

SH% . I grow bored., Tell me of the annlversary celebrailons.

Bob: Wa've recelved many sutwissions fiom, let’s see, Lady Joan, Squlre Garry, Ysoman
Chuf’?, SQuire Ronald; Ledy Alex, Squire Hdmurd snd many others.

BRUL: Vary good, a wonderful turn-out postally. Now for face-to~face! Admit the
loyal worshippers. ({Guards open the heavy oaken doors to admit ithe 99 =zilllon
loysl, screaming Doomies., Only tlree enler!:! They are John Kelley, Bob Olsen

with his cat Olga, and Ed Wrobsl clutching a scrvll of paper to his chest.))

BRUX: Thia is 1t7

Bob: OWwiouely the blockade of your enemles prevented the masses from attending, Lord'

Mike: Talk about the 3 atooges and a cat!

Olsen: Gosh, Ulga, I don’t think we’re in Kansas any more!

BRUX+ No, you ave not. You're my guests in Doomed, er, Doom Castle, Whare arve my
They should have been here at least. Whexe are knights Coughlau, Baumsister,
and ¥Knight?

Kelley: Slre, Knight Coughlan and Knight Baumelister send their regrets about not being
able to attend, Since you have now forbldden Jousting on the castle grounds,
they have left for other nastles -~ parhaps aven tkeir own.

HBRUX: What about Knight Knight?!

Olsens Sounde good to me. I haven’t had a decent nighi’s sleep since I left Kansas'

g@z The night, Steve Knight, Xnave!

Miker And I thought I was supposed to be the Fool.

Wrobels OSlre. Knight Knight was 8o ezbousted after sireamlining your houserules that

~ he is unatle 1o celetrate.

Boby  Yes, Loxd Linsey, 3 pages just for a table of ccntents for a further 16 pages
of bouserules is a masaive hunia.

Mike: Cest moll

Olsens XNow I see why you'ne the biggest fool I've ever seen. What time®s the bamguet ~-

I'm famished!
Mike: The bizgest fool, eh? Jook in the mirror some time.
liobe Defore we eat, we'd llke to try to improve loxd Linsey's image. His snemies
' have garpered wide support and Tord linssy would like to orode it. Any suggestions,
Toyal Doomies?

kalley: Get a catchy nlckname!

BRUXx I am called BRUX,

¥elluy: Get a catchy nicimame! where'd you get a name llke "BRUX™ auyway?

HRUY: My friend, FRUY, called mo that. Am I not a feared GM because of 1t7
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Odsen: Sure you're feared! How art thou feared, let me count the ways thou are
feared.. .

Mike: Thank you, Elizsbeth Barrett Browning!

BRUX: vhat nickname would you suggest?

¥robel: How about “Brucifer"? It sounds 20 ovil and thersfore sc fitting as the most

feared CM!

BRUX: Yes, I like it! “Brucifer.”

Olsen: (to Wrodel) What did you mean, "most feared (M Lond Iinsey is not fectud
the nost,

Ally WHATIIMD

Olsen; It’s true. X wsed to e dumb and ignorant toa, Tut I saw the light! Wby not
ask the mirror?

Bobt The mirror hasn’t been updated eince May and the last it said was BRUX was the

rost feared (M.
Olgens Well, T'm a mirror speclalist and I can adjust 1t 1n a Jffy.
Miker You look like you‘ve worked arownd fumny mirrors in the Slrcus anyway. {{Bob

Oleen adjusts the mirror., Loxd Linsey stands before 1t. 1)
BRUX: Mirror, airror on the wall,

kho's tha most feared (M of all?
Mirrors BRUX, thou art feaved, °“tis true,
But Rusnak 1s wore feared than yom!!

BRUX: RRRRRRFRENERRRRUSNAK! M &4

¥robel: But he doean®t have any houserules llke unto Brucifer®s!

Olsen: Maybe not, but Rusnak requires references to play in his games. And once you're
in one, he demande quality press - not guantity! Never have I felt so
intimidgted by a M.

BRUX: Well, I will reverse this mixror's rediction when my 19 pages of revised, ecdited

houserules ese print! What eise can I do to gaxnexr support away from my enemies?

Kslley: Why don’t you take a wife® She can wrdie letters in your defense and females

sutonatically attract attention in ouwr wars.

BRUX: No, I don't want to do anything dvastic..,.

Olsen: Get a pet. I get lots of synpathy through Olga my cat here. Hice kitty.

BRUX: X had a dog once. Nuothing tut Trouble.

¥robel: DPerhaps you bave a fellow pubber-lord who wili make your onemies hls enenlos

and back you 100% no maiter what you do.

BRUX: No, I want people to joln me of their own fxee wiil and for their own intirmenta,

not just because it's me,

Kelley: What about Berch?!

BRUXs Berch has criticizdd me. J wouldn’t want a Linssy clone, or a mindless followex,

Bobs Thank all of you for expressing yourseives to Lord Linsey so openly. Now that

all our business is concluded we can feast on roast duck,

Olssny Oh gocdy! I love Chinese foodl

Nrobels But Liege Lord, our msiness is not contluded. I have a paper heve 1 wlsh

you io sign.

HBRUX: What paper?

Wrobels Call it the "Magna Carta® if you wili. It is nothing less than a guarzntee

of pilayera’ rights in Castle Doww games!

Mike: I still thought I wae supposoed to be the Ffool!

Bobs Loxd Linsey will siga no such papor!

BRUX: My houserules cover all possible sltuatlons. Thls comes under Section I,

Paragraph 6, Sentence 1.

Wrobels Your gemes hurt players!

BRUX; No, players hurt players!

EQ""Eelz Bat you ahould show more compassion for your people. Show sore Intell: v vs!

BRUX:  “You have to assume that the CM has no intelilcence.” *
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Wrobel: HNo, you don’i! / ) g

BRUX: “When you're deallng with s GM llke we, you dol® # -

Wrobels You're an ldiotf

All: Gasp!! Gasp!! Gasp!!

BRUX: This i.s an intolerable affront! let Joose the Kraken! T mean, let loose tha
Berch:

Kelleyr No, Loxd, rot the Berch!

Olsens Not him! Please spare us!!

ﬂ_Bg_Ez Lord, please avoid using the bald-headed one!

Mike: Leord, what fools these mcrtals be! I demand job security’

BRUXs Silence!! Come %o me, Berch! I have been assaulted right in the houserules.
((4 short, "eld-headed wizard appears in the mliddle of the guavering group. He

looks Just like Woody Allen but without the hair, helght or humor. He’s not
drassad for Halloween gither!))

Eerchs You summoned me, Lord Linsey?

BRUX: Yes, Squire Wrobel here has Ilnsulited my houserules. Tell him svhal you do at
level one.

Berch: Tevel one! 1 write an extremely iong letter to VD designed io stun and cuw

the detractor.

BRUXs ‘This is more serious; possibly level 2.

Berch: Level Z 18 “add sarcasm.” ¥For exsmple, In this case, I would say something
1ike, *I‘m sure what Bd Wrobel maani %o say, and which would have been at least
ninimally sffective had he expressed himsell better...

Wrobels Oh no, what have I done?

BRUX: level 3, lewel 3 Berch!l

Berchst Then I writs leiters to other zlnes, deslgned to reach yet a wider audlence.
Something 13ke..."I've seen a situation like this before. Ed Wrobel has creatad
guite an affalr in VD ande.."

Mike: &An affaiz In VD. Sounds so venereall

Wrobel: Oh mo, not the Wrobel Affalr! low much am I expected to e able to take?!

BRUXs Level %4; Berch!

Zerch: 4t level 4; I begin a serles of soippy cemmentis in my publication Diplomacy

' Dlgest to prod the offender back into llne.

BRUX:; And the last level, level 5, ihe most ulilmate step you have yet devised?

Berchs Cnly rarely dore but level 5 is a full-scale 3H-page editorial 1n Diplomacy
Digest. On the offender*s copy & write "I'm sending this to over 300 peopla.

They must know about youl™

HRUX» Take that, Bd Wrebel!! ((Wrobel collapses, broken in mind and spirit.))

Mikes Sic Semper Wrobelitlis!!

Bobr Loxd Linsey, once outslde the castle gates. he wlll recclve new encouragement.

' fastle Dooa is undsr heavy fipe hers. Have you considered moving %o a new castle
in a more friendly area?

BRUX» I have looked into a castle ubout an hour from here, i I hear you must pay a Mass

of Taxes, or in the local language theve, Maszachusetts. Fitisbore T belleve:

Boby If Lt's near Foxburgh, you can wetch the Patrlots play!l

BRUY: No PATRIOTS! Don‘t mentdon ratrioils to met!

Hob: 1 meant the Mew England Patriuts, Sire! _

BRUX+. OCh, that's a horae of 3 dlffarvent color, £L°13 consider it then, How let's
eat, Doomies!!?

Alls  BAIL BRICIFER!!

{{Carv Coughddn bas burought much laughtexr aud enjormsnt to ithe people of the hoolr
through bis delightfully satirical plays, 'Thinks, and a herrendons heap of {res issuss
e you, Gary!  Brucifer, ladeed: )’

. snd I oam the must Leared, goddaomil. . .
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Diplomacy_ Euphenians

by BRUX
}hre.hzourlwbhy.:mrhave:u@ﬂomathaanyacd‘egmmmahu;csr&dn things., To wit
a A
What We S
. ; Xe Say Whutﬁglmnn
ot’s make it g game~-long alllancelr "Flease dont stab me til1 I t
The sine 1a v . chance to stab you First,” et e
Nordiineiud 8Ly good at being what it "It’s & warehouse szine without much
h - reading material.”
8
cggngra tion H;:hy;gi.gino I enjoyad :i;%%agaver forglve you for the WAy you
) Bsing mrds me 3 ” .
Hey, man, that'e a drag. I'm soxYy THAHAMAHA el
you drew Italy." e e
"You®ll have to truet me, of '
not to o e Moprot B § course, 'Ha, sucker, you're helpless now!"
"I m w .
elly think that my lome fleet might "P-p-pleass d-don't wipe me out!®

prove the difference for yous.."

I'm sure you rezders ocan think of othera; send "em in!

T -._“'E__-._.f_‘ s . —-.:;.?‘“";h F 2
. - T — = )
4%, ﬂ-\ t -

JUST POKING ABIT OF HUMOR
AT BRUCE LINSEY'S WELL
ENOWN -HOUSERULES ; '

-

Bruce Linsey publishes The Voice
of Doom, from a cave in the vicin=-
Iy oI 244 Quarry Drive, Albany,

New York 12205
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Part of the reason for the discusslon which ensues is that only five or six North
American hobby members have much to do at all with the British hobby, and this 1s very
much our loss. ‘The hobby in Rritsin holds more atiraction for me evexy time X recelve
an issue of one of the {now) five U.K. zines I <rade for.

The big battle over there al this time seems to pevolve ground a game called
Finchley Ceuntral. Raiher than describe 1t myself, I shall quote fixst from Pete
Tamlya's The Acolyte, issue 50, Here it is, wverbaiim.

The Raglug Finchley Contral Detata

The game of Finchley Cemiral hzs besn recelving a good deal of publicity in ths
Wobby in recent months. Youxr fearless Acolyie reporiers have been engagad in a full
seala investigation of this phenomenon, even to the exlent of participating in a game.
We are now in g position to present our report. Firstly. as an introduction, we present
the first knowm mention of the geme within the Hobby. The following report was found
ip the MidCon 3 program booklet. It 1s possiltle that the whoje thing is an invention
of that booklet’s editor, Chris Tylngham. However, Chris atiributes the article to
someone called Kev Swmith and says that the orlginal appeared in e zine called Dot.
Infortunately, Kem Smith does not appear in any copy of ¥ho's Where that I have, nor
is Dot mentloned in Richard Walkerdine’s Listing of the Hobby Archives. Is Tringhan
raspongible for Finchley Central? Read on, and make up your own minds.

& guy called the Bevserker, because he somotimes carries 3 four-foot hroadsword,
told me about thls game one day when we were both pretiy scotched up.

7411 we need,” he szald, “is a map of ihe London lnderground.”

“Yos, Allan,” I sald, since although ne was not carrying his hroadavord at the
time. there was a small probabllity ibat he wouwld remenbor this mee ting some tiae
when he would be carrying it. In fact thero was no trouble about the map, a3’ we wWeXe
on ¥ing's Cross Underground station waiting fox a train

"“Two people take turns to name en Undsrground station from the map,” asaid the
Perserker. “and the first one to say Finchley Contral wina.”

“Ckay," I sald, “Finchley Contral.”

He looked at me scornfully. "You win,” he sald, “mut it shows no finesss., It
hac no class:."

We trled aguin, and went on for several minutes trying W out-think each other
in the matter of Finchley Central. It doesn’t matter, I discoverd, if you repeati a
statlon, btut it shows no finesse. Then the Derserker sold he was growing tired of
the game, and said Finchley Ceuntral to win it. I was thinking what a good thing 1+ was
that I had no potatoes wagered on the outcome when he asked me if 1 wanted another
game. This time 1% was much better, as we approached Finchley Central siatlon wp
the Horthern Line. testing each olher®s nerve before cutting down the District Idne.
Finally I decided to wln the game because our train had arrived.

Finchley Central is a very English geme.

When I told Andrew Stephenson about Finchley Central, he fell quivering to the
ground and called me a looney. Sincs he was plesed as three newtis at the time I
disregard his remarks utterly. Already I am preparing a three-volume boxed set of
the rules with awful illustrations, together with expensive supplements without which
the game camnnct be played at all. And T am willinz to begin a postal game of Finchley
Central.

({Tamlyn again})s Ars we any closer to the truth? Well, Andrew Stophenson doss
not appear in Whe's Where either, so things are iooking fairly black for Chrils.
However, Tringers is well kmown for his utter loathing of all things to do with
{fantasy and the mysterlous Berserker, together with the velled references to the
original D&D comblne to produce a poweriul srgusent against his euthorshdp. Bub couid
Tringhan bimself have been hoyved? Is some cecrat Mastermind attempting tc galn control
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of the Hobby through this immensely popular game? Who has enough knowledge and luiluence
in the Hobby to have fooled Tringham in this way? Only one man...

According to our theory, Dot never existed, and so “Kev Smith’s" offer to run the
game by post came o naught. Howsver, in October 1982 the following appeared in
the recently ressuciiated Mad Pollcy.

((Pete then reprints the rules for Posial Finchley Central from Mad Policy, a #inw
vhose name 18 an anagram for "Diplomacy."” Rule #4 states that "The wlnner of & game
will be the first player {o provide the name of Finchley Central. If more than onc
player names Finchley Cenitral on the same turn the result will be a tie."

Following this is an snnowmcement that Acolyte will be running a game of Fincilsy
Central by mall.

But some folks in Britain were unhappy with the rise to prominence of thils now
fad, Wiiness the following edltorial, writien In the unique style of Glover Rogerson
in his Denver Glont mmber 19j)

I suppose I'4 botter warn you that this plece 1z probally not going to go down well
in certain sectors of ths hobby, and i may well be going to blow my chances 1n the
zine poll, bui what the hell.

The thing is, it seems to me that Denver has been around long enough for me to
legitimately stand up for what i think ia right, and, as importantly, for what % think
1s wrong. A& you have probably guessed, 1 think thexe ia something wrong 1m the hobby
today.

Now. 1 haven®t exactly besn free of controversy In my shorti iime 1n the hobby.
as 1'm sure John Marsden, Pete Tamlyn, Pete Douties and ons or two othexrs may agree.
However, to date i haven't gone out of my way to atart troubtle. This editorisl sees
the end of that line, for which i feel slight regret, ut 1 feel that the issue is
worth getting worked up about. 3o 1 shail.

Enough of this self justification, i suppose i'd better get down to the subject
at hand. For a long time, the hobby has gone on quite happily. We had Dipiomacy, we
had chat, we had En Carde, we diversified. We have magavines like Hopacotch to thank
for bringlng us United, and many others too mumercus to mentlon. We had a nice hobby.
You could talk about Polltlocs, Religlon, Edidle Underwear, Pokex, Bridge. Well, i'm
using the past tense, because under the hobby®s collectlve door has crept a viper.

A& cancer. A Wot upon ths face of the woxld.

I refer, of course, to Finchley Central. Here we have a gane that ls thwealem'uy
the win ethic of a generstion. It spas the will. It denles diplomacy. Skill s
destroyed. It is, i an forced to adpit, fast. However, it seems to me that the
collective conclousness of the Diplomacy hobby 1s being sapped by the introduction of
this child of minds that must be described as warped and twlsted.

So. The time to atrike beck has come. A pollicy of hlackllsting all those who
have ever played the game has been suggestsd, but ia this really the answer? Some o
these souls are just misguided. Some of them are Just weak willed wets {1 know thixn
because both Tamlyn and Dolton have fallen for the lure of Finchley). Some are of
course totally evil; unless he recanis, 1 recommend driving Walkerdine back %o the
darkness and obscuxity from which he only recently re-emerged. No, mere ostraclsm le
not sufficlent. We must show that Diplomacy is ready and abtle to meet this challeise
from the pits of hell straight on, We must face the fact that some pleasure secke:s
want moxe. : : o

As & result, and with no apologles for the plaglariam, i hereby ammounce the ojening
of the oncs in a lifetime offer., Yes, you cau play Diplomacy Centxal in Demver Cluni,

the zine that cares for the Diplomapcy player. The rules of this ultimate game of
gkill and pexsuasion, and SPEED, are presented below.

1} Al the normal rules of Diplomacy apply.

2) The first player to successfully order a unit to Altenia wins.

I nust say that a certain amount of the glory for the deslgn of this variant o~
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all variants should go to Brian Dolton, with also present prizes going to Philly,
Maxk D, Clive P& Tim B. I will not go into the details; the strategies must veritahly

leap off the page at you. Preference lists are, of course, not mandatory, but are
advised,

Doath to [inchley Centxal! Support your local Dip game!

((In JG 20 Glover had five players signed up and the following comments in his
letter column, from Derek Sutherland.))

A few observatlons about Dip Central.

Geographlical proximity to Albenla is an important factor in the inmate strength
of any country in the game. Geographical proximity to Gascony is not.

The balancing features of the game of Diplomacy will be tested to their very limit
in this game —~ is the threat of g several-way alliance against him enough to persuade
Austria not to win on the first tum?

For ®,F,G,I,R,T, the tactlcs initially must be a diplomatic onslaught on Austria
to avold a move to Alb., The threat of a 6-way alllance against Austria must be made
by all- The threat of red hot slivers of steel under the fingexmalls must be made.
Ice cold lokasennas must be inserted in Austria®s left nostril. Destructlon of the
post office would prove advatageous (whether it be in all of the UK or merely in
Austria‘’s vicinity?fo To complete this ploy, British Telecom muet also be sabotaged.

Austria’s death will achisve much.

Frow Ausiria’s view, sfforts must ho made to convince the other 6 that these above
methods ave urmneeded -~ he won't order to Albania. However, he should then move to
Albtania (yeah, 1is to the othera!). F Tri-Alb should be ordered. In case of problems,
A Bud-Alb should alsc be ordered. However, this is 1ldegal, =0 other tactics must
be tried. I1°d advise;

Spring ‘01r F Twi-Adr, A Bud-Ser, A Vie-Tri (to stop the Wops, tricky, eh?!)

Fall ‘01 NMR {throw the enemy into confusion) ((Glover puts in, "That anywhexre
near Albania?"})

Spring °02: A Bud~Alb, F Adr-Alb, A Vie-Alb (One of them is suve to make 1t.)

Fall °02; Doesn't exlist. The escaton has been immanentigzed.

({(Glover then responds with this:))

The above was typed by Clive Palmer, as a contribution to efficlency ani peed. I
mean speed. Never mind... Well, thank you Derek, for a masterful exposition of the
tactics. Myself, A favour F Tri-Ald, but then i always was a killer player. What
you‘ve missed, howevexr, is the true skill element in the game, the formation of the
preferonce list.

Remember, in Denver 1 will maximize the utility function of the seven players.
Think about 1it. Which country do you put second? Ah, you begin to appreciate it,
don®t YOl s

((mmk B&m, mﬂy'noe))
Support Civilisation Central -~ first to build a city on the island of Crete wins.

({I dave say thls has been a rather long sesslon of reprinting from two British
zines (out of the four I trade for; don’t know why I sald five earlier...), but
Mplomacy players in North America would really to well to write to Glover Rogexrson,
Pete Tamlyn, Peter Birks, and Geoff Challinger for copies of their zines. There’s a
whole other hobby out there, and only Gary Coughlan, Cem Cunning, Mark Berch, Steve
Knight, Eric Kane, and I seem to have discévered it {much). And many of the zines
are outstanding. All addresses can bhe found in the address list this isgsue; air mall
costs 40¢ to Great Britaln.

Oh; and there was one other reason for printing all of the above. Anybody want
to play Diplomacy Central in YD? Send only your preference llst...))



The firai batter roundeq BJ position on second. The ball Wge stii] in left fieiq,
Everyone wgsg shouting gt me + I couldn*t hear whgt ey were saylng.
The second bntter was running py Way: the bull was st111 4n lefy fiela. Everyone
cthing.

and drive 3 Pickup,

Problems began when By midnight shift foreman i0ld me io check the 01l on the
Pickup and fi13 it with gpg vefore starting By evening inspecilons,

When I gnt o the company’s service Station, there ¥&S NO one around, After
nidnight, eémployees were 2Xpectud to take care of routine vehicle naintginencs
themselves,

Though I haq never punped gas before, I started right 3n, I did 5 pretty good Jodb,
too, eXecept that I kept shin*ng my Tlashlight into the £as tank every few minutes tg
See if it was P31 Yete I didnct realizse that the punp would astop Aautomatically once

Then, much to Ly surprise, I was able 1o gat the hood up. T Consldered thig quite
an acihlevement, since I had dopg this without 2Ny txaining whaisoever.

Onece I had the engine exposed, though, I dian*e knew what to dp. I kew the
dipsiick was in there screplaoe, Sinee 1t was Pitnh Black at the time, T foung yself
groping at the distrimutor cap and yonking en spark plugs op anything that sevned
likely to come loose, looking fow 4 th¥n elusive rod in the dark that T Probably
couldn't have found in brogg daylighs,

After ten minutes of fruitless effort, I gave up and climhed bgek into the truck.
puttering Something about the inherent, hajlce of machines. Byt Just as I was about i
drive off, 7 noticed a €rURe on the console hat read "iou cll pressure," (f course,
the truck was turned off at the time, so the gavge woule have read that vay in any
case. Unfortunste] s that didny OCNUY 10 me at the time,

Reasoning that I shouldn“t pe drlving a velilele with Jow oil bressure, I foung
the oil punps in the deserted sepvice station and drew off what T assumed wzs g
quart of o4}, flguring thay should T enough. :

Much to Ny surprise, once T got the oii Cap off, ¥ found that the englne sucked
the o4l right down, T shined my flashiight down the hole wheye the 0il had gone ang
found that the o1l was nowhere near the ton. OF COUTEs, the #auge on the CORSOLa

So I went back to the Berviece siztiop and got another quart, which SUAGY didn g
top the engine off. ¥he o sarth would he deiving this truck azoung nora thon twe
quarts low, I thought, 71 dldn’t even 1e4 uy oun car get to that state,

So I went back into the service statlon ana L anvthur gugry, I vepeaizd this
Process five gmore tines. The ¢33 L1l had nos riser 4o the Lon.

By this tlue T had begun io suspeet that sonetning vap radically wITag.,  T'g
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wasied halfl an howr and appeared to be getting nowhare. How much oll can a pickup
tiuck hold, I vhought. I even shined my flashllght under the chassis to see i the
0ll was leakling out somshow. Thorougzh examination rrovided no answers to my questions.

By now, I was getting behind in my inspections. After a moment’s dehute, I
declded that I'd probably pul enough oil in the truck to @et Wy on. I couid always
come back later and £111 it up. So off I went, the engine sounding like few engines
have ever sounded vefore, and laying a truly impressive omoke screen honhind me. Of
wourse, I atiributed this to the engine's obvious lack of oll.

ihings went well Jor about an hour. Then I had to go outside thae fenceline 1o
Inspect a tank farm. § knew thls would pose a rpoblem, sinca the guard at the gate
would see the mmoke screen and make me go back o the service station and sdd more
©il, whlch I didn’t nave time to do.

I determined that I had to get past the gate using as 1lttle &5 as possible, So
I ouilt up speed arnd tried o coast through.

Unfoxtunately, I misgauged the nomentum, and ny speed dwindled too scon, leaving
me 1dling ihrough the gate at about two miles per hour. ot wanting to attract
attentlon to myself, I just touched the gas pedal -- which sent such a cloud of smoke
billowing out behind me that it camplotely obscured my vision in the rear-view miryor.

I dldn"i get 100 feot from tho gate when By radlc crackled, "Twenty-five." which
¥a& ny calli number.

"Twenty-five,” I answerad,

“Twenty-five." the radic crackled, "return to the gate lanedlately. The guard
there says you‘re on fire,"

"Tweniy-five." 1 radloed btack. "Don’t worry. I Jjust don i have ehcugh oil 1n
this thing.”

So there was nothing to do but go back to the service station, where T was met by
an employes from the company fire department, who'd been radioed to meet ma at the
scene. I willlngly explesined my problem to him,

"How much o1l d1& you put in that truck?”" the fireman asked,

*Bight of thosa quart contalners."

"Those are twojuari contalners,” he said, his eyes widening. “You put how much
c¢il in that touck?"

They didn‘t toll the guy they called in on overtime what had happened. Hia face
was a study in amasenent as the pickup on the holst contimued to drain. and draln;
and drain,

This, of course, happened In the middle of the Arab oil embarge, when pe troleun
products were in shoxt supply. Word went through the entlre production complsx 1like
a laser eam. My name was mentloned on the company television program. whilch was
broadcast by cable to the local community *wice a week. I became & celebrliiy.

It was about this time that I first began having visions. Later, 1t was revealed
to me in a dream that I was the reincarnation of Henry Ford, and that ny mission on
this earth was to redesign the internal combustion engine.

Untll recently, I had been instructed by the angel Galmlel to keep these watters
Lo myself. Now that the time is ripe for my public emergence into the woxld; T have
bzen unlawfully confined here by a scclety fearful of learning the truth about engine
mechanles.

Through great effort, I have managed to convince some of the local stafy of the
vaildity of my mission, They have waraed me not to speak of ny goal pullicly. since
it would result 3n undue persscution. But ) must e true to my destiny.

54311, things arxe not all bad here. The food is good, and they le® me vork in
tie  shop. In the month since I have been hzre, I have lmsented wany things. My
gzl now 1s to discover what they zre.

If anyone reading this bas an open mind and a thorougn understanding of non-
Euclidean gecmeiry and the lauws of physics, please write tc me- I have pressing nevws
wilch the world nas great need to hoar.



p
|65

{(Thanks, and six free issues, to Garry for sharing hls "experlence” with us. Do
they have someone there who can turn the pages for you so that you can read while in
your stralght Jacket, Garry?))

Letter to My Ex-wife

Ladles and gentlemen, I used to e marrlied. Of course, I'm not married any more,
and I would 1like to read a letter to you that I wrote to my wife just before the
divorce. And after you hear this letter, you wil) understand why I'm not married no
mOT® .

My Daxling Wife:

During the past year I have trlied to seduce you 365 times. However, I only
suceeeded 36 times. HNow this is an average of once every 10 days or abour 3 times a
month, and the followlng is a list of reasons why I did not succeed more often.

17 tlmes you aald we would wake the klds, 23 times it was too late, is5 times it
wWas 100 hot, 6 times it was foo cold, 15 times it was too early, and 49 times you
Pretended 1o be aaleep. -

9 times the window was open and the neighbors would hear, 2 iimes you had a
backache, and 4 times 1t was a toothache, and 19 times you had to go to the bathroom,
and you stayed in there so long I fell aslesp!

6 times you had a headache, and 11 times it was company 1n the next room; 10 times
I asked you and you just staxted glgzling, ard 2 times I asked you and you =3ald,
"Edward, there ain‘’t o way in hell we're gonna do it tonight because I am aoing to
the doctor’s office tomorrow for inspection.™ (A Pabst Blue Ribbon test or something
like that!)

25 times you had a new hairdo, and 15 times you were too full; 4 times you just
put on fresh make-up, 41 iimes you were not in the mood. 5 times you watched the
Johony Carson show, 17 times the baby was crying.

Now, during the 36 times that I did succesd, the activity was not entirely
satisfactory because 6 times you chewaed Juley Frult gum the whole time, and 5 times
you watched Englebtert Whats-his-dink the whole time, and 18 times you told me to hurry
up and get it over with, and 6 times I had to wake you up to tell you when we were
through!?

And once, my darling, I thought I hurt you --- BECAUSE I FELT YOU MOVE!

And that's why I‘m not married no more.

Cyclic Article (from page 24)

his hands triumphantly.

I saw a problem lnatantly, however. “Euti then 1t would have no beginning, elther.
I could never wrlte it, because I could never start it!"

He looked at me as If I were an idiot. "So what? So you start in the niddje,
and you end in the mlddle right at the point where you began. And, as an added bonus,
you don’t even have to glve it a tltle.”

I began to like the idea more and more. “Hey, thati's right! I could Just sort of
have a note at the bottom of the page telling people to go beck up to the top, and
at ths top say that it was continued from the bottom, or some such."

"Now what would be the polnt of that? You might as well Jjust make it e regular

{go o page 114)
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by Chuff Afflerbach

Postaga Dues and Don‘ta

(Maybe no one else has noticed, but lately BRUX has subjected me to some rather
glowing praise of my prose. I am truly flattered, I am also paralyzed with fear.
How dc I live up to this reputation? It would sesm the smartest course 1o sinply retire
while 1'am on top. But without By occasional contrimutions, my free subseription would
wither and die. Therefore, I propose a compromise. I°13 sutmit this sriicle only on
the condition that it not be Judged against my pest achievements, whatever those wara.
This way T maintaln both my subseription and my status as coe of the premior writers
in the hobby today. Agreed? Then let us proceed. . }

Take a good look at the envelope this came 1n., Did you notice anything peculiar
about 1t? Aside from the sand inside, and he lightaning bolt above your name, I mean
really peculiar. I mean that universal priclng code priantad under your address. What's
geing on at the Post Offlce anywzay? Don®t they lnow by now how wuch s letter costa”

Just kidding. Belng erudite, well~Informed~type people, we Doomles know what is
&oing on -- uine-digit Zip Codes, Oh, you hadn’t heard? 'They weni into officlal use
on October 1si. Now, I°m not one to stand in the way of the march of progress, tut I
have been imown to watch from the curb end nake snide comments. Por instance, do we
roally need 999.399,999 different Zip Codes? I°ve been thunbing through the almanac,
and I'm move confused (read “suspicious®) than ever. We'va now got enough Z1p Codes
for every pevson in the country to Lave four. This is going to be more efficlent?

Of course, the idea is to subdivide the terrilory and not necesserily the paople, a0
let’s Llook at those Tigures.

With 3.6 million square miles in the ¥.3. and a Blllion Zip Codes, it workes out to
4 code for every 2.3 acres, That ls virtually every building in the country! What
e heck —- Zip Codes for everybody! Asia, Afrlca. Greenland, even Antarctica ~- the
vhole land mass. With only 57 million Spa wuare miles ¢ cover, wa'll stiil have a
Zip Code for every forty acres and z muls. Instead of "I reckon 1°11 let tha beck foriy
& o seed.” 3L°11 bte “I'm applylng for a federal subslidy to not cultivate zone 453
&77-913." Your tax dollars at work.

On the subject of tax dollars at work, how euch do you suppose 1{ coats the Ponted
Jervice each yeer to cancel stanpe? Certalnly not as much ae they lose 1n uncanceliled
stanps.

I lring this up for a reason, naturally. My very lmst issue of YD arrived with su
uncancelled stamp. There I was, staring Robert Millikan in hie unblemished tace. Now
T ask you ~- how many of us, if we chanced uvon ¢ in a Pay phone coin return, would
vriurn it to Mother Bell? But somehow this seemed different. 8o I callied my posimasier
fur advice,

An uncancelled siamp? Understanddtic, he remarked, cepeldering the USHS procsadses
10 bAllion pleces of naell each yoair, Just how many stanps are overlenited, thoush, he
couldn’y say. But my guess is that ihe postage mlused must run at least a milllon
adllars.

{ne thing he was adamant about —~ reusing a poetage sianp is a orime. When I Presaed
hin fer delzlls, he refermd me to Title 18 of ‘the U.5, (ode. Then he wanisd to now
19 T had an Infraction to repurt. o, T confessed, just curiovs. I+ was then [ Jewrted
thit he 16 a very tusy man. W¥hat =ith {10 &1 llion lettars to sort, T doa'{ doubt ii,

Gz 7 thanked him snd Yet our tax doilars gat lack t) work.

And be was suce righl about Tdle 18, 1u's Just chock full of felontes snd mis-
demeancrs. How arout Section 1705 "#hovver takes any letter, postal ecard, or moekass, .
wYih design W obstruct the correspondance. oy to pry Inte the husiness or secrets of
secther, or cpens, secreies {yee, the govermeni’s Wordi, zrbezzlos, or desiroys the
same, shall be fined aol pore thas 32000 ev lwericoned not more than 5 years, or boih.”
s foesp b that oul your bacle Dipiemacy slsyer right 1o the guitek? Also of intereel
e RTT Cany matter adwvoca ting ov wrglue wrssson, Inenrtertios, or forecible resisiane
-ooary law S5 ile Undied States lun diable o This 15 a bissiee ien nears and
And tlarn'o aul foe rRiiiie VU, miad ogue s len apaye wes TE wau o anad dz b
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timiviedly, thay would have to read your mall fo caich you en thal.  PBul the envelepas
are there for ail the vorld o see, 80 you'd heltter belleve thcse are regulated.  Any
"lancuase of llbeloas, scwrrllous, defamatory. or threatening chzracter” on an envelope
or wrapper will cost you one year and/or $1000. Cops! ‘iore goes BRUX’s Crazy Envslope
Department!

Lew booke on the whole are dry, btut taey do hawe interesilug footnotss, Lome sixty
yaors ago a lady received un envelope wlih the imscription "PROS ¢ following her
name. The lstisr instde mads 1t clear ihat this meant "prostiiuie". The sender was
nrosecuted (no doubt at the lady’s instigetion) under Section 1718, and was acquitted.
Again, a moral: dipsters will be wise ko lwep thelr scurrilous comments safely sealed.

At lagi, there it ic In black ard white. BSection 1720, sxpressiy forvldding the
w311 removal of any attachad stamp, or the rsuse of any stasp already vsed for
postage. This crime would appear to rank just belew malilng litelous envelopes, sinos
1t carrles a yesr in jall btus only a $500 fine, Interesting thing about these fiaes,
thoughi. One half can be claimed as a iwwusxd by ihe person who turns the violatox in.

To =11 you bounty huntays with Blosd Jr your eyer fexget 1! Do you think I'm
about to advocate via mall th? rveslsiance to any law of the §.5.7 Not only would 1t
make me a posial cutlaw, hut it would also jmplicaie Bruce since he's prohably fool
enoush to print this and mael) 3t out. Nope, I'm advocating cbeylng the law regarding
the reuse of posiage stamps. I strongly urge you, be exiromely carefv]l when reading
your mall over afteomoon tea or lesky readiztors. Those usod stemps could fall righ
off. And ashwuld this still hapren i spile of all your precautions, mever. nover;
pever aceldentally splll} a drop of Elmer's &lue on the back. It Just might stick w
an ouigoing envelups and dufraud the fedsrei govermpenit. So don't say I didn’i warn you.

I had planned to wrep this up with anotner fasclnating foolaote fiom our legal
legacy, And it looked promising, toes the book lisitsd owrt of Mliitary Appeals
Yolume 15 Oase 213 as a refersnce. Great, thought I, here's some pocr grunt dogface
who peelad off an old stamp, sent a lotter homa. and got court-martialed for 1t.
Eageriy T looked it up. (nly the law book lied. (Can you telieve 117} What we had
instead was a case of some poor geont dopface who sodomlzed a prostlitute and recelivod
& “dishonoralle discharge” {agaln, the government's tem, not mine]

Walt a minute! D14 I nlss something® We were dlstipctly talking about mell
fraud. What did he do -~ pay her in postage” Or maybe he sent a thank-you ncle
t her business address {atlention; PROS }. Ceriainly they're nol construlng thls as
"whoever itukes any package and opsnas, secretes, embezsles and desiroys the sawe.,.”
Well., hell. Now how am I golng to got out of this mess, gracefully or otherwisa”

lat®s try this: 3Say! YHave you heaxd aboat the new vosisge stamp™ Ii's
copnenorating the oldest nrofession in tne woxld - twenky cents, ox forty i you
want to lick it

{{fou wordd say that josi ws L'm asout to go s’art 1icking ztemps o send cul Uils
trsvgt Many thanks, and a flstfud of free ones to you, for 2 very entertalning pisos
of writing. )}

RETWFLRYERPIEL RS S0 P RORGLEs Ppeh e o r T 2Pt e s AR TR VE A DL PERoY oY GoFER EEDTE LI o b e EEL B T

Wall, the iszue’'s windiag down fast, a0 1 just wont W get ba o wouple of gquiak
thonphts before wrapping Lt up with somethiug J woete a few days age. [ sald 1t oo
wage 2 and IY11 say 1% ageln. We are all in « wendexful hobby full of grexr sauplwe,
wnd this alone Ys a reason to celeorate. This tesun has been my way of caiebrating.
1 nops you all enjoyed 1. [ have tried hard 1o put out the best Sssue 1 cen withoot
all e raging controversy. At least, [ hupe i omude op Sor ths last skimpy 1ssue”

Thanks very such {againd o a2}l of you whe Neljed me curn by onptrimaiing 4o thio,
e w41 the grepieal. And now, we proosed ho Dntah Yoo L



An Ode ioc VD°s Fourth Anniversary Issuve

It started as a trainstorn 1n a dreary August rainrstorm
Shortly after I put out my eighty~third,
Though 1t seemed a far-fotched plan, I will do 1t if I can,
And py nitch in dlpdomr then will be assured,
And I thought, thought, theught, thought, thought, ithought, thougirt:
Don't let this caazy project come to naught.
And I thought, thought, thought, theught, thought, thovzhs, thougi.
And T thought, and I thought, and I thought,

Through the whols month of September all that I can now ronenbay
Is prepaving this for all you rank-gnd-file,
And some may say I'm Crazy now, tut no-one calls pe Yasy now,
And the memory will Llinger for a whils.
And T planned, planned, planned, planned, Planned, plavced, plovced.
I know you folks will Surely understand
How I planned, planned, planned, plauned, planned, Planned, plann.ad.
And I planned, and Y planped, and I planned,

Oh, you friends were nice sbout it, “cause my mailtex Ent Cruwdad
And the postman started looking at me funny.

With articles galore; lettexs, press and 80 much more,
This issue‘s gonna te s veal honey!

Got my mail, mail, mail, mall, mail, mall, mail;
It flooded iz each woekday without fall,

Got ny mall, mail, mafl, nail, mail, mail, maill.

Got my mail, got my mall, got my mail.

Qizbed the stairs up to my rooR, from whence imsucs Yoiee cof Tuom,
And I sorted through the eountains of detria.

Such volumes that I dreaded it, tut I began to edit ity
Tﬂlmdlmllyﬁxeannishcemetobe.

And I typed, typed, typed, typed, typed, typed, typod;
Yeah ~~ even in the wee hours T was hyped.

So I typed, typed, typed, typed, typed, typed, typed.

And I typed, and I typed, and I typed.

So into the ditio room I quickly sneak;

Then I moisten up the wick, lreathing fumes until I’m sick
And I run the zine off for a Bolid week.

And I ditto, ditto, ditto, ditto, ditto, ditto, ditto;
Reans of all this marvelous ullishito,

And T ditto, ditto, ditto, ditto, ditto, ditto, ditte.

And I ditto, and I ditto, and T ditte,

Iike birdies of a feather, pages now must come together,
So I spread the issue out across the floor;

Ard I spend g dreary day getting pages the right way,
Andlmrkuntilmyflngertipsamaomn

And I mllamo Oollate. colla.te, 00118.*6; co:l.lata. 00}.12:‘-,{,-1?!: C‘-OlaL:h
Gotta hurry or this issue will be so late.

S0 I collate, collate, collate, collate, collate, collaic. oolliaia,

And I collate, and I collate, and I collata.
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But the zine won't get o you 111l the postles get thelr due
So T pay a whoppit’ Tes to Uncle Semp

And T take the first big lick, and the stanps begln to atlck,
Then Anio the envelopes the sines I oram.

And I stamp, stamp, siamp, stamp, stamp, stanp, stamps
My tongue is dry, my throat is 1ike a clamp.

But I stamp, stomp, Sitamp, stanp, stamp, stamp, stanp.

And I stamp, and I stamp, and I stamp.

Now the issue”s finally done and the battle has been wonj
‘Twas a lot of work and I feel nearly dead,

Put even though I'm dying it was greatly satlisfying
So I lay my weary bones upon the bad,

snd I sleep, aleep; sleep, sleap, sleep, sleep, Bleedy
¥y slumber haan’t ever been s0 deap.

48 1 slesp, sleep, sleep, sleep, sleep. sleep, sleep.

Aud I sleap, and I sieep, apd I sleep:

Bruee Linsey
24A Quaxcy Drlve
Alvany, NY 12205

Your sut sexpires with iasue # } Oq
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Love,



