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THE VOICE OF DOOI

#86 November 15, 1983
Glrouiation: 128 by BRUX

R

SEXE

‘Now that I have the wndivided attention of every cue of ybu {except perhaps Eric
- Yane, -but give him a year or two), I Nave WoNe Very Important Anncuncenents to male.

By the tire you get this, I will have noved to 73 Ashuwelot St., Api. 3, Dalton, MA
0i226. My new phone number ie (4#13) 684-0567. Flease note these changes, Mall sent
to my ©ld address will still get to me &8 my mother still lives thers, but it will take
longer and orders sent there might not be in my hands by the deadline,

Speaking of which, here's the second Very Important Announcement, for all players
heres I will be at may office's Christmes dinner next deadline and will act be home
at all on Decenmber @ to taks orders by phone. 3¢ do not bother trying to call me at
the last minute, and I won't take yowr orders after I do get in. You ave warned.

Furthar announcesents are of significantly less importance, Circulation hits an
all~time high with this issue; the previous mark was 127. And the 128th Doomis is...
Kathy Byrne! Far thoss of you who haven't heard it yet from me or Kethy., we have
been able to work out our previous dieagreemsnts and we are now vexry good friends.
In fact, I bave had cccaslon recently to discover that Kathy can bs very genercue and
oaring toward somwone she likes, C(opsider the BRUX-Byrme feud over. Termanently. Hm.
Did I say thess announcement were gatilng less important? KNahhh...

And that rings me %o the next subject -- ByrneCon. Kathy 1s expecting upwards of
30 people to show up at har place on Thanksgiving weekend (Friday thru Sunday) for
three days of fun and games. 1°11 ba driving down with the upstate contingent, Other
attendees will include Mike Mazwer from California, Beb Olsen from Kansas, probably
Jeff Noto from Florida, and Jjust about the entire Northegst hokhby. Hathy seg that
all hobbristas are invited and welcome, and I wouldn®t mies 1t for the world. Why not
come and Join us if you can {and do not bring a squirt gun)! Oops, that reminde me
that Gery Coughlan (Tennossao) will alao be there, This thing 1a golng %o meke Crigins
look tiny by comparison’

In came anyone hamn't goltsn VD #85 %vt. pleass be mtiant -~ 3%t was sent by third
clase mail and will take a while. lera got thelr raaulta hy first class, of course.

The Voice of Doom is & Journel of postal Diplomacy publismd every now and then by
Bxuce Linsey, 73 Ashuelot St., Apt. 3, Imlton, MA 01226, Fhone (4i3) 6B4-D567. Subs
are 10 issues for $5,00. Standbys ave wanted. There ae no geme openings, nor will
there be sny in the foreseeable fuiurc.  Your humble editor is craszy.

Digiomacy is a2 regiletered trademark for a game invenited by Adllan B. Calhamexr and
copyrighted by Avalon HAL).

The deadline foxr all Zames conteined herein is December §, 1983,
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Back to the topic of cons for s momens, BRUXCON II is definitely on. I will be
holding 1t at ny new apartmeat beginning Tuesday. Decamber 27, any tine after 5P,
This wiil be a small, informal gathering for the purpuse of socializing, playlaz gamss,
nmaybe & litile collating if I declde to do a mid-monthly arcwnd then (., and just
plain having fun. A1l Doomiee ars invited and welcome. Probable attendess at the
mompent are Mike HBermo, Eric Xane, Alex and Howle Lerd, Steve iHulion, and Jim Makuc.
111 probanly have to work on Hednasday, but that's OK; there'll be plenty there fox
averyone 1o do. Flua, one evenlng we're going to go out Lo the Mew England Chowder
House, a restaurant two miles from me which serves the most delielous lobster blague
1°ve ever tasted, You'll see what I mean If you come. Please 1ot me know if you
plan to show up. Bring gamea! And slseping bags...

‘Then, dwring the day Friday, we®ll bead down to Kathy‘s place for the New Year's
Fve ByrnaCon., Now where else can you go to two cons for the price of one%!

I hope everyons read the Cyclic Article in the annlversary issue from baginning to
and,

By the way. perhaps the funnlest artlcls I°ve ever zead in a dipzine was Steve
Hutton's “Wizard of Dip" play in the latest issue of No Fixed address. 7 was down at
Kathy's place when I read it along wlth everyone elss there, and we were all in tears
with laughtexr. Try No Fixed Addxess --- send a SAST for a sample and tell Steve I sent
you to 704 Brant St., London, Ontario, CANADA N5Y 3Ni.

You may aleo wish to write to Rod Walker for a sample of Fyehwon, 3 wins whioh folded
seven yoare sgo with issue #99 and which Rod is now reviving. #1000 costs two bucks,
though. Rod lives at 1273 Cresi Drive, Encinltas. 04 92024,

“he Stocke and Bonds game I wae rumning outeide of VD hav ended in a win for Howle
Proskin, it kinda dragged toward the end, but I think we all had fun anyway.
Order of finish was 1, Howle Proskin 2. Bob Osuch 3. Rob Lowes &, Bryan Jurkowak}
5. Jeke Halverstadt 6. Jeff Noto 7. Rob Proskin &, Reb Jenkins 9. Gary Liusey
i0. Komrad Baumeister. Brian Linsey droppaed out on the last twrn for failing th
submit orders two consecutive turns. My own brother! Just thing of the vegzzing I™n
golng to take from this! Well, enough chatter; let’s get the gamss out of the way-
Anocher ohe bites the dust this month...

* "#_‘v ﬁ‘i ‘!xg g\,;;'"

REPTUHNE 1982X
DEJA VU TURKEY LOSES GREECE THROUGH A MISORDER -~ AND RUSSTIA SWEEPS T@ VICTORY!

Fall 1909
ENGISND (Duarte)s F Nwy~BAR, F Swe-RWY (F NTH 5}, F BRI € F Nth, F DEH~Swe,
_ F England-Bre (ambj, F BNG U, ' Iri.-mip, @ Pora—Spachi {ann)
FRANCE (Conlon): F M3d~POR (A SPA 3), A Cas=BRE, A Bal-PIG, T Nwg~NAT, F BAL~Swe
ITALY (Jedrygt F Lyo~MAR, ¥ VEN H (A PIE 8}, F Ion-ADR T
RIBSIA (Kane)s A ARM-Smy, F Ank-CON {F BLA L), A Ser~GRE {A BIL 5 A TYO-Ven {A TRI S),

A Ruh-BEL (F HOL Sjs A Mm-(1E (A iR S), P STP(ne MWy, A Boh~HIN
TURKEY (Schmunk)s F SMY prepares o be next (H), 7 Con-Bul lame) (43 r Aeg, OTB},
A Gre S F Con-Bul famb) (&3 v 4#1b, OTB)

Supply Center Chart.

ENGLAND: Home, Nwy, De 6, remcve 1

FRANCE: Par, m&! BRL SPa, #}IB WX, ,‘;‘L POR L, remove 2

ITaLY: Home, Tun, MAR 5, budld 4

RUS5TAs Home, Rum, Be:rp Vie, Bud. Ank, Ser, Mun, Kie, Bul, _
CON, GEE, TRI, BEL, HOL i8, bwld 5 (room for 3)

TURKEY s ﬁj;!,, Smy, gﬁ i, remcve 2

{{NEPTUE contivues next e )
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Game Notes: The proposals made last season both failed, *England” is not accepted
as a valid term for the English Channel, though I did allow "North" to ‘pass this time,
Mark, as it was the only legal interpretation,..

The Twrkish move to Bulgaria is ambiguous because the coast was not specified;
therefore the Russian support coming from Bul is not ocut and he takes Greece and
wins the game. Somehow this all.seems fitting... '

Congratulations, Eric! Yours is only the:séoond i8-center victory in VD, and
I doubt if anyone beeides me remsmbers who got the other one. End game statements
are due next menth, and I hope y'all will submit them. :

Mark Berch trivia dept.s 4s thia the first Kussian 18-center win in which Russia
did not own any English or Scandinavian centers? ‘ - : o

NEFIUNE (continued)

Game-snd Chaxrt: — R
1901 02 03 o4 05 06 07 08 O ,
AUSTRIA '23 g ‘% 2 0 - Qg - "? Cames 1982X
ENGLAND 5 5 4L & 4 4 6 8 6 Zine: The Voice of Doom
FRANCE 5 5 6 8 9 8 8.6 4 GM:  Bruce Linsey
GERMANY 5 & 3 0 + « - - - :
ITALY L & 4% 5 4 4 4 4 s
RUSSIA 6 8 9 10 12 13 12 13 18 wins!
TURKEY L 4 5 5 5 5 % 3 1t

Cast of Players: _

AUSTRIA: Tim Lynch (out 1905)

ENGLAND: Mark Duarte .

FRANCEs Jeff Noto (resigned $'03), Pat Conlon

GERMANY: Lanny Myers sdroppod 8.'02), Brian Orloff (out 1504)
ITALY:; Craig Cameron (resigned S '06), Edmund Jedry

RUSSIA: Erxic Kans Emn 1909) - L

TURKEY: Ed Wrobel (resigned Su *06), Rob Schmunk

3 b
k]

Final Press: . ﬁ

ST. PETERSBURG: Part III, the Retuyrn of the Cossacks: o ' .
Heavy Ptreathing could be heard. The sound was pf pure evll through and through
and 1t seemed to esound llke the noige one makes when wsing an oxygen mask. There
could be no doubt about it, the source had to be the Evil Dark Lord, Darth Vador --
the scum of Europe, as he was affectionately known. An alarm bugger weni off on
the control board in froni of him indicating that p message was coming through from
the Western front. Vador put away. the dirty magasine he had besn reading (and penting
over) and switched on the viel-com ,screen. - . - N
“Yes, Admiral Ogog? What have *‘op to report?” - o L
“Victory, Six! Total and compleie., Our defenses have been fully secured and we
have gone on the offensive in the Holland and Belglum sectors. There is one thing
mo.. l“ ’ N ’
"Well, what is it?" o S
"o can't sesm to locate  Obi-wan-Conlon. We ‘thought he might be hiding someshere
in the North and saw many enemy ships, btut we detected no intelligent . 1ife aboard.”
| ' ((NEPTUNE continues next page)})
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"It must have been my son, Duarte. He certainly imn't intelligent, heh heh. Have
you checked the Burgundian sector?” '

"Nol yet, Sir."

"Well, as soon as you have moppsd up in the Belglan sector, turn South towards
Burgundy. There will be nc stopping us this time...”
VENICE to SEVs NONE shall pass!!!...NONE shall passl!l.cccsveaessvoencsoscecassascas
BRUX to VENICE: Yeah, but none needed to!
BOZEMAN ((TURKEY)) to GREAT NECK: Congratulations, Kane. Now I‘know how futile it
is the stand before the power of the force. I hope the empress will be pleased wlth
the subjugation of Asia Minor. And now in honor of your victory, 1°'d like everyone to
Jjoin me 1n a chorus of, “My Land 1s Your Land.®
ROME to PARISs No need to apologlze, Pat; what wes dom was done. You had no
other cholce. Don't take my comments last issue seriously. I only sald those things
to keep you guessing this season wmill my last lines of defense are aztablished agalnust
Klng Kane. Now that they are, I will fully support your afforts against QUEEN DUARTE.
Howevexr, your apparent collaborations with Russia have me concerned. DPlezse be
advised that ny future movements to Marseillea are PURELY IEFENSIVE, I cannot run
the risk of having support cut via Marsellles to Pledmont.
RUSSIA to ITALY: What do you mesn Pat blundered? I think he has been playing very
well! I had a hunch thls particular stop-the-leader campaign wouldn't last. I'm
lucky it didnm't, It would have been a alow, palnful deatn I was not locking forward
to. I was curlous to mas how England was golng to get any further than St. Petoy's
without any armiss, though! When he bullt those two fleets in 1907, I was pretiy
suwe I had the thing won. It has been fun (at least for mel}, No hard feslings?
Et aussi, “Le Francals mort en cette guerre.”? Mais non! Vive Lo France!
HOSCOW to LONDONs HNot bad, pal, you've done well for a novice, Think of this game an
a learaning experience. I really am sincerely impressad "cause I figured you'd Just
drop out vhen I stabbad, tut you hung in there., It might have been a good idea to
bulld g few mus; thou@... ‘
WALES to ALLIES: We have weathered nearly all 111 winds, friends. There is one
partiounlarly noxious breath from France which mars a good game. Little Patsy Conlon
wants o take his marbles and go home.
BRUX to WALES:; What avre you, sick? You forgot your “shalom"!
ROME to LONDON: Shalom youe..

S...8lime sucking scoundrel,

H...hidsously herpetic hottentot,

A...alds afflicted anus-face,

L...leading lady of Limey Land,

O...orangutan brain,

M...naggot mouth. ,
Hey Queenis, you batch of worm meat, you are the blggest scumbag in thla game, It
1s you who lost ocur war against Russia. I should have moved west agalnst you eariier,
when you took Brest. But I feared King Con would misinterprat movements, Now
your navies will face off with mine, PREPARE TQ MEET THY mz!
BRUX to NEPTUNE: I think I'm glad this gameb over.
MOSCOW to PARXS: I don®t know why you did 1it, but thanks! I'd :uke to think I had
something to 4o with your decision but I guess you viewed me as the lssser of two
evils, eh?
PARIS to BRUX; Where's this monstsr issue I keep hearing about? One hundred and
seventy pages? ' _
BRUX to PARIS: Huh? Ch, that. If you don't have it by now, let me inow.

((NEPTNE continues next page))
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MOSCOW to SMYRNA:t You fought well and your press is most entertaining. I hope to
neet you in some future diplomatlc encounter. 1 assure you my commmication level
will bs much higher than in this gawe. I honestly didn't see the need to write in
this game. Maybe I'm wrong but I'm satisfied with the result. I hope you bear no
hard feelinge elither, eh? ‘ ' - ’ o

WORLD PRESS ((via ITALY))s Italian marines have seived the strateglc tows of Trent a-:
Pola in western Triesie. Each town 1lies 80 kilometers away from Trleste, which is
within shelling range of Itallan heavy artillery. The well-supplied Italian forces
are reported to be "dug-in", and a new type of combat has been introduced.

THENCH WARFARE. A Major artillery duel between Italy and Russia ensues; casualties
are high, : o

' Meanwhile, Italian marines have landed in Marseilles destroying the Franco-Itallan
transit, No casumliles are reported. °Relstions with France are st best ~- neutrsl.
ESKISEHIR, TURKEY ~- 17 OCTOBER 1909: The sounds of a rooater crowlng aschoed throush
the hills as a small troupe of horsemen ascended a ridge overlooking the valley. The
early morning light, filtering through an overcast sky, revealed five men, the leader
of whon was notlceably psrturbed as his horse delicately picked ita way through the
locse rock. At lest, they had reached their objective and were able to epy out
local geography. . - : B

Below them was the road leading north to Adapagari, and from there to Istanbul,
Normally enpty in these early morning hours, it was now fuwll of refugees fleeing
southwerds to Eskisehir and the Turkish interior as Russian marines occupled their
beloved hemeland. Suggestions of artillery fire followed them even this far inland
a8 a vegue drumming sound penetrated into these secluded hills.

' The horsemsn remaines quiet as they gazed down upon the eacaping massas, sach tryl s
to contaln his emotions and to present an impassive face. Ozcaslonally, hewever, a
tear could bo seen rolling down onto a bearded cheek as their attempts failsd,

At last, the leader of the party spoke. "Well, generals, it appesars that my
requeat for a negotiated surrendsr has failed. Already, the Rusaians have completely
taken the Bosporus and will soon penetrate into these hills,”

"What would you have us do, Great Sultan?" asked one of the four. “You proclaimed
a year ago that the sltuatlon was hopeless, and that this vms inevitable.”

The Sultan replied, "I can have you do nothing, Mardin. We have no troops with
vwhich to attack the infidel. All we can do is hopes hope that Ailah will lsad his
people in this time of sorrow until -the Russian yoke is . _hroken, hope that the ..
occupation formes will scon tire of raping and pillags, hops that the indomitabiz
Twrkish spirit remains ever true in thp face of 'oppme?sion., " Ko, we can no longer
fight back; we can only show the invaders that in sub‘,?uga.tfx.on, We are a bastter paoplie
than they as masters."

Heads nodded as the generals agreed that tha natlon was only now baginning the
trus test of character. The coming years would do more to demonstrate the =
real patriotism and loyalty of the Turkish people thapn would have the military
victorles of the past. ' - - ,

The Sultan chatted softly with his genexals for a while longer, and then the troupe
turned and left the summit of the ridge. Cautlouwsly they picked their way downhill
toward the road; the Sultan had desiraed a closer look at his beloved subjects, heert-
troken as he and they might be, The continued sound of artillery fire haunted the
alr above tham as they descended Anto the stillness of the vallsy floar, Only the
squeaking of leather and the sounds of hoofs striking rock disturbed the quiet.

~ After a half howr's riding they halted in a field alongz which the rosd passed.
Before them strestched a line of refugees, all walking slowly as if they had left
behind somsthing which was dear to them but they were xeluctant to forget it. Men

{(NEPTUNE continues next page) )
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pulled handcarts overladen with various household goods as women walked alongside

carrying a baby or an especially pwecious item. The atmosphere was somber enough

that even the children did not hop and skip, but emulated the seriousmbss of their
paxrenta. They were the dispossessed. {

The Sultan and his generals watched this sorry procession until one of the refugses,
a fellow with a agreat bamdage tied around his head, noticed them and howed to then
along the roadside. He had recognized the watchers and made his obeismnce; then he
rejoinad a young woman in a ragged shawl which did little to protect her from the
chill evtunn air. They rejoined the masass and continued. .

Angrily, the Sultan cried out, "Oh, Allah! I have falled in my duty to my people
and stlll they would follow me. Wwhat have I dome to deserve such pure loyalty?

Such peopls should not suffer as they have.” He spun his horse about and galloped back
to the pilitary camp at Eskisehir, the gemerals following at a respectful distance so
hie thoughts would be uninterrupted by their intrusion.

A driszliing ralo began to fall and the dusty road quickly became a muddy morass,
slowing ths progress of the refugees. Many would die in the ensuing days from the
preunonia hrought on by rain-soaksd clothing frowen in night air.

The pomming sound of Russlan artillery completed the desolate scene.

BRUX to TURKEYs And with that marvelous bit of press, the war comes to a clome. Thanx
for the sntertainment!

ORION 1 1982y
GERMANS CONVOY INTO LIVONIA! IS RUSSIA ON THE ROPES?

Spring 1910
ENGLAMD (Ansoff;u A Swe-FIN, F NWG-Nth, F NWY H, F MID S FRENCH F Por
FRANCE (Benpnett): F ENG S ENCLISH F Mid, A BUR S A Mar, A Gas-SPA (F FOR S, A MAR §)
GERMANY (Wittwond)s A Ber-LVN (F BAL C), A_SIL-Pru, A_MUN-S11, A RiH-Mun, F NIH U
ITALY (Howerton): F Lyo-WES (F TYR S), F F Lyo-Wes (&3 r Lyo, OTB),
A Ven=TRI, A TYO-Vie, A PlE-Mar

RUSSIA {Beyerlein)s A MOS-Sev, A UER-Gal, A WAR-( A _FRU-S11 ,
TURKEY (Leritte): A Ank-ARM, A ContBWL, ¥ Eﬁ%ﬁ- : A Gal-BUD (A VIE S), A RWM-Sev,

: F_NAP-Tyx, F Wes-TUN (F NAF 8) | '

Press;

BERLINER ZEITUNG (EXCERPT): Now that the Ottomans have realiszed thelr error and
forsaken their alllance with the s of the Relch, the time has come to begin the
establishment of the new order in Eprope, a new oxver in which Germany will at last
find her true place among the natlopa. Already, elite elements of owr glorious
armed forces are moving to the offe?aive. particularly against the Russian scua.

A glorious future awaits us! ! ‘.
PARIS: The Chambex of Deputies haa been woken up. The generals and admirals cf the
Third Republic have bsen summoned from their various retreats and mistiessss. The
Foreign Ministyy has restocked their stamp supply. The drsle de gusrre is over!
BERLIN to LONDON AND CONSTANTINOPLE: Interested in a side bet as to wo gets to Moscow
first?




PEGASBSUS 19627,

LOOR AT ALL THEM LITTLE AUSTROPHTILES RUNNING AROUND WITH ONLY ONE CENTER!

Spring 1909 .
AUSTRIA (Husk)}: A TYO S CERMAN A4 Bud-Vie (NSC), & VEN S A Tyo, A TRI 3 A Tyo,
( A Bszi-'cc' 0N (F ARG S), A Ser-BUL, F Eas-SMY ( )
ENGLAND (ialverstadt}s F N1d-POR, P Hol-MiM, F IRI-Mid, F BEL-Pic (F ENG S
FRANCE (Chatfield)s 4 Mar-BIR (A PAR 8, A PIC 5], A DHE 3 4 Bic, F Tun-WES, F Lvp-WAL.
P SPA(me)-Mid T
GERMANY (MacFarlane):s A Bud-9

RUSSIA (Melaner): F StP(ne)-Mii, F HLG H, 4 VIR~Tyo (A MUN S), A S3) S A Vie-Trec (iSU),
S A GAL~Vis, A WAR-Gal, A RiH-Bur I, F Sev-BLA, A UBX-ORY, -g':%::éggt
F Con~Bul(sc) (aonj, A RUM S F Gon-Bul(sc), & BOH U “
TURKEY (Punches)s F ARK S AUSTRIAR A Bul~Con

Press: None. You guys are 'ba.’r.ng boring.

QUASAR 198248
THREE POWERS TAKE RUSSIA'S LAST THREE CENTRRSI

Fall 1908 )

AUSTRIA éOrloff)s A Tyo~-VEN (A TEI 8), & Vie~TYO0, A Bud-SER

ENGLAND (Glaspey)s A MOS S GERMAN A Pru-iWay. A STP S A Mos, A HOl-KIE (F BAL S),

_ F Den-HiG, F NIH K, F NWG B, ¥ BAR H, F BOT H

FRANGE (Buxd)s 4 SIL S GEFMAN A Pru-War, A Mun-BOH, A Kie-MUN, F TYR-Rom, ¥ LY0-Tus,
F TUN-Jon i _

m‘mmm(f (Homr;,on!; A Pru~-WAR

ITALY (Xettman)s F TUS-Lyec, A Ven~PIE, A NAP-Hom

RUSSIA {Lansingg: NMRY A War U {4y » Gal, Lvn, OTB), A UKR U

TURKEY (Sweansy): P Adr<ION (F GRE S, F EAS S), A Con-HUM (F HLA C), A SEV-Mos

Supply Center Charty - :
AUSTRIA: Home, Sexr, VEN :

_ : Se bulld 1
ENGLAND: Home, Bel, Nwy, Den, Hel, St_?, Swa, KIE, MOG 11, tdag 2
FRANCE: Home, ¥fd, Pox, Spa, Tun, Mug ' 7. build 1
GERMANY: Ber, WAR : : J 2, buila i
ITALY:s Rom, Nap, ¥¢; : _ 2, remove 1
RUSSIA) Jgf, g, Mt 5 0, remove 2 {out)
TURKEY:+ Home, Bul, Gre, Rum, SEV . 7. build 1

Game Notes: Rusaia's retreat and removal orders ave "hépeless orderz” under the VD
housexrules; therefore he does not need to ssnd them in and no standby will be ecalled
for the poaition. Thanks to Pat Pakel for the standby orders which turnsd out not teo
be needed. An E/F draw hae been proposed, Flease vote by next deadline,

In cass it came out hard to read, England supported Germany to Harsaw.

¥ress:
CON to LONs No problem! Just abuse me in your presa! Go ahead, give me a nsurocis,
tic. ' " ((QUASAR continues next yage))
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QUASAR {continued}

CON to UKR: Are you alive? Is thls a viaUle alteranatlve to 2ivii dlsorder?

CON to BURDs Please don‘'t NMR! I'd have to fight Pake) in our fourth common gams,
Don't do this to me! Retreat! Flee! Mght! But don*t NMR!

CON to BRUXs JUPITER! Is that all you can say?

ROME to CGON: The Itallan govermment remains nervous with tlie many Turkish and Fremch
fleets filling the Med.

FORCE ((via TURKEY)) to FIE: OK suckers, here comes the Bust!

THE  KNIFE |

AUBTRIA (Knight): A VIE-Tyo, A Gel-BOH, A Bud-TRI, A Rom-VEN {F ADR &), A RIM ¥

ENGLAND (Sweensy): F LVP S GERKAN Victories Everywhsre (H)

FRANCE (Have): F Mar-LYO, F Spa(sc)-WES, F Lon-WAL (¥ IRI 8}, . Bre-CAY, A Por~SPA

GERMANY (Heintzman): 4 Hol-EDI (F NTH C), A Kle-MUN, P Ska-8WY. ¥ IEN K, A TYO S A Ven,
A Ven S TTALIAN A Tue-Rom (45 r Ple, Tus, ipu, OTB)

ITALY (E1lis)s F TYR-Ion, A Tus-ROM

RUSSIA gxlalman)x F Ed1-NWC, A Bwy-SWE, A War-SIL, A STP-Mos, & UKR U, F SEV U, A ¥OS U

TURKEY (Reflly): 4 Arm=-SMY, F Bla-CON, A BiL-Cre, F GRE-Icn, F Ien~TUN

Game Notes: The unordered Russlan units are due to two ldeatlically dated sets oFf
orders (sigh). Please note that Ty Hare has m terrible facu, Please vots on thi:
by naxt deedline, '

Proag;

REILLY to RIGELs Well, fellow diplomate, word has it that many of you actually beliese
Klelman'e “Jeoperdy" propaganda 3o have won that round of the press wars., Some of

you may even have interpreted my lack of press laut season an survender. Soxrxy, that
is pot the case, although I must admit that “Jeopgrdy" was gqulte humorcus, and for that
matter, surprising, when you consiler the ponderous bature of the mind it supposedly
came out of. "Supposedly," did I say? Yes, my iitile droogles, I do mean to create
some doubht in your minds as ic who the real author of "Jeopardy” might be. For I

know the itrus, untold story of how that press camne into baing. Listen, and I shall
relate...

1% was late at night, on September i1 (Just a few days bofore the deadline), and
your humble narrator {diligent student that he is) was reading "Hamlei" for the fourth
time, tc¢ linsure ite permanence in Nls memory...

", ..They are not near ny consclance, thelr defeat

Doas by their own insinvation grow...”

So ongrossed was I in thie that I did jump when thse ring of the telephone interrupted.

((RIGEL continues next page))
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And let me tell you, this was no ordinary ring of the telephome., It was a desperate,
Pleading sort of ring, and I knew already that I wasn't going to enjoy talking to
vhoever 1t might be. J¥or a moment, I considered not answering, so fuil of anguish wus
that ring, but then...

"Hello?"

“Rich? Richard Rellly?"

I pausad, trying to identify the unfamiliar vecice,

"YBS?"

“This is Dave Kleiman.”

1|0h.it

“"You know...the Russian player in RIGEL."

"Yoa, I know. Hello! What canI do you foxr?®"

There was a bhrief sllence.

"Richa,.Is0.0"ve called to ask you a favor.*

"Favor? What sort of favor?"

"AsesotthoeoI'Mes .00t sure how to ask this.,.."

*I*m not gonna withdraw, Dave, 1f that's what you want."

“No, no! No...1t's not that. I don’t expscit you to siop fighting me, after all
the bed things I°ve done to you,”

He hesitated, then...

“I.eol want you to help me wlith my press.”

"What?in ’ . N

"Pleass, Rich, Jjust listen a minute! I...I know I've treated you Lexrribly..."

"You re dann right you havel®

".s.what with all those lles and deceptlons, trying to turn everyons against you.

»1 know all about it, Dave.”

"But Rich, please.,..l...when I challangad you to a press waxr, I 44én*i realize thai...
that‘oo

"Yag?h .

*I...can't write...anything...l try, but,..nothing comes. All I can write anymore
are prograns for uy computer.”

"Gosh, Dave, that's sad. I guess you're gorma lose both wars now," :

"No, plea.m, Rich, you'wve got to help me! Help me write some press! I can’it do
it on my owm." ) _ ‘ A

RIGEL {continued)

“S0TTYe " ' ’ ' o .
"I beg you...1'1ll do anything! Io.oI 11 nmake a fo:rma.l apology. 111 lst you have
Sevastapols I1°1L...anything! Just PRI LY

"Dave, 1'm sorry, but...it's agalngt my ethical prinﬁiples "

“Rich, I can't bear being made a facl of. They'll all laugh at me ‘4 I don’i write
any press, after all that nolse I ms.de about a press war."

"Well..."

“Pleass, Rich! Pleeeeaaaassssse!"

Good grief, I thought, this is really pitiful.

“Dave, I...1like I said, my etnhics..." .

Thers was a long silence, then...

ﬂIill N you‘n

I was taken aback.

"What?"

Lib um' "T'11 pay you. (L]

I considered this a moment.

"How much?”

“BesoFuo .ITive dollars?”

“I.,.I don't koow, Dave. Let me think for a moment."“

{(RIGEL comiinuss nex’ pege)




RICEL (continued) I O

Now, 1 know what you're thinking, my 1ittle diplomats, You're thinking that Dave’s
paltry offer of five dollars wus envugh to make me forget my ethiocal principles for
& while. But you are wrong, oh yes, for what actually happened was that I remembered
at that came instant one of my other ethical principles, which I had momenterily
forgotten. "Do unto others as you would have them do unto you," is how it goes,
Therafors, T zalds

“"All right, I1°11 do 4it.”

"You «il1? Ob thank you, Rich! Thank you, thank you, thank you."

"All right, take it easy.”

"I'm forever in your debt.”

"Yﬂa;»-"

"I1'1l send the five dollars tomorrow."

"Right, btut...l want you to understand, Dave, that I'm not doing this for the money,
but becsuse I want to help you out. The five dollare is just...a symbol, of sorts, of
our...animosity. We're etill evemies. Do you see?”

*Yes, of course."”

“Good, then...lst me think a noment, about what you could write..."

I could practically feel Dave's excltement surging through the phons. .

"All right, here it is, We'll do a parody of the ‘Jeopardy’ TV show. It'l) start
1llkse this...*Thils week on "Jeopardy"” we have..,'"

"Walt, let me get a pencil..."

And that, my droogies, 1z how "Jeopardy* came to be, and so it is that I, your
huntle narrator, am still ahead, by far, in this viclous war of mwopaganda. (My
apolmgles, Dave, but...J] had to tell it like it is. My ethiocsl principles against
deception were bothering me,)

ITALY to (M: And the great race is on! What will get here first? The winter buildas
or the spring moves? Still haven't gotten the fourth annish yet, Bruce. People tell
me it's great! I may never know. I hear that third class is still delivering via
pony erpress, and the lost horse 1s getting mretty old.

THE POSTERS IN VIENNA: Cupcskes. Official baked goods of the 1984 Summexr Olympica.
BRUX to TYs Your decals are a resl pain in the ass. Thres men in a tub, one of them
holding up & cupcake? What's that apozed to symbolize?

KAISER to TSAR: P-K3

BRUX to KAISER: Aabiguous and dissllowed! That "P* could stand for Pawn or pendulum
or Pladmort...besides, thls ls "Press ¥Wars," mot "Chess Wars"!

VIERRA to TUSCANY: Hey, we just figured we'd give you a headstart on your initiation
iato the "Thank You, BRUX, for Giving Me This Shit Position" Club.

ITALY to WORLDs New I know what A1 ls like being stuck between a Rich and a Hare
Place. It's llke Geing held in a full Nelson. I'm Kleiman the walls. Looks like
it*1l be good Knight for sure. ' ;

BRUX to RIGEL: Lissen, guys, let's sll try to lauzh at that so we don't offend him
m much, OK? P

BRUX to ENGLAND: Ko, even as you wallow in the depths of obscurity I haventt forgotten
yous JJJJJUUUUUPPPPPIYIIITTTITEEEEERRRRRIIIITILELLY

VIEKNA: Imy will be free ,.. ‘:;f Italians,

BRUX to VIENNAs Oh, I dunno. I still see a green army Rome-ing around down there,
ITALY to HEAIS OF STATE: Who was the boso who separated the ssasons?

BRUXs It had {0 Y@ me...the world'se most famous clowm!

THE CRAZY SCN OF A BITCH WHO ACTUALLY EDITED LINSEY'S HOUSERULES: Okay, guys, I
alipped in a rule that says Austiria has to win any 1983 games played in VD. If BRUX
didn't excise it, I expsct you all to cooperate and vote me a concession no later than
07, got that?

BRUX to CRAZY SOBs So you finally found a way to win, eh? Seriocusly now, aren’t

you thinking of DMplomacy Central?? _ _ ((RIGEL continuss next page))
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RIGEL {continued) l %

VIENNA to BRUX: "Flease do not vote by next deadline." Does that mean we can vote o
jt aftor next deadline?

BRUX to VIENNA: Ko, dummy. It vae a typo and it meant to say "FPleaec vote by next
deadline." You forgot to vote. Whatever it wes, you lose.

BRUX to TYPEWRITERs Sorry, guy, here comes owr friend Reilly agaimn...

NOVEMERR 10, 10442 AM, ANKARA: The Sulian’s most trusted aide hesitated a moment,
wiping the cswest from his trow and nervously straightening his heair, then, drawing
in courage with a deep lreath, stepped around the cormer of the hall and sprroachel
the two guards standing alert sutside tha Sulian's chambers, The alds wae resclived io
bave 11 oul with the Ottoman Empire’s sesningly highest authority: to pressnt his
parception cf the Sultan's state of mind. Thoughte of what mighi result from this
meetling had kept the aide awake for many long nights, but it was something safch muset
be done. It was his duty and 1t wes neceassry. '

He stopped before the sentinals, feeling awkward bensath the gage of thelr curicue,
expectant eyes, then began to speak but only rasped, cleared his thxoat, thon legan
again,

"I8...could you tall me, if...if he's in a decent mood today?"

The guards conaidered a moment, then one answered, “"Yes...in fact, he's in quite &
good mood, it seems," '

"Oh?" The zlide’s eystrows rose quizzically.

"Yes, ilsten." The guard nodded at the door. Curiovs, the alde leasned slightly

From within came the sound of = lavge crowd, as if far away, lewghing and applauding.
The Sultan®s own hearty laugh could be clearly heard with it. Thwen the laughter
atopped, and the alide could barely make out a distant voice, saying, "I'11 take ugly
Tumors for iten doliurs...” The alde turnsd back to the sguards, scowllng,

“What'*s going on in there?"

The guards ahrugped.

The alde agaln faced the door, now feeling confident, and knocked loudly.

The Sultan’s laughter halted aburtly, as 4id the other sounds an Anstant latex.

“"Yen? Who ig it?* the Sultsn called,

“Your aide, #ir. I wish to speak with you.”

There was esilence a moment, then:

*Yes, come in."

The alde glanced at ths guards, then swung the doyble doors open aud strode holdly
into the room. The Sulian was seated dehind s desk nearly turied under a pfle of pagers,
seoningly engrossed in the resding of ‘some important document, The alde stopped
hafore the desk, heard the doors shut gofily behind him. The Sultan looked up at
him, amiled, '

"Yes, my friend, what ia it you wigh to speak of?"

"Sir," the mlde began; then paused, and restarted in a softer tone., "Sir, I nesd
to speak to you about a matter of grest importance.” '

"Yas, go on,* '

*Well, X..." the alds hestitated, his boldness rapidly fading, "I...I'm not sure
how to hsj-nq " -

The Sultan stared at him, weited. The alds drew li a desp treath.

"You seem quite busy.” The alde grimned awkwardly.

The Sultan's gage moved acroas his desk. _

"Yes, I suppose I am," he nodded, ;

There wae a touch of amnoyance in his volse, which the alde took note of. Again
he gathered his courage, and endeavorsd to move forward into his carefully plamned

"peech: ((RIGEL contlmues next pege




RIGEL (continued) /Z

"Sir, this war..." he gestured lamely at nething. "...thie war, it°s heen haxd on
us all.”

The Sultan nodded slowly, glanced down at the report he still held.

"Espaclally,” the alde continued, "for those of us hers in the palace. I mean, of
course it’s hard for our soldiars up at the front, but here...here s whare the decisions
must be made. Here 1s where responslibllity lles.™

The Sultan no longer looked at the alde. He was again examining the report. Yet
ths alde hurried on.

"And the pressure...ths pressures of these responsibilliles, they welgh heavily upon
us, Not so much on me pereonally, but on you and your advisors...especially you...
and,,."

"7es, go on,” the Sultan mumbled.

*Sir, what I'm trying to say is that,..these presmures,...s0 many of them, all or une
alnd, such as your cwn, might tend ito make a person somewhat...somewhat...™

The alde faliered, looked down at the Sultan who clearly was no longer listenlng.
and abrupily exploded with indignance.

“Six! You're not listeing!™

"What?" The Sultan lurched upright.

*Here I am. trying to relate to you a matter of extreme importance...and you! You
don't even listen!®

*Oh dear, I’'m swrry,” the Sultan exclaimed, rising from his chair. "Please forgive
me, I've just bsen suv texrribly buey today, I...I meant no disrespect for your advice,
which I honor. PFlease..."” the Sultan again sat, “...continue. You have my full
attention.” '

"Wall,.." the alds bsgan, stil] somewhat excited, "what X°ve besn trying ioc tell you
is that...it 1e the parception of many of thoss sho serve you...myself included,..
that you have gone slightly.-."

A sudden loud knock on the door lnterrupted.

“Yes?i"

*It 1s the chilef of security, sir, anid two of your genersals.”

“Send them Ini"

*Sirt" the aide protested, “this is a matier of utmoat..."”

“Yes, yes, my friend, but At can wait g moment. First I must hear what these three
have to say."

The three men stepped forward, as the dejecied; angry alde moved aslde.

“Sir," ..the chlef of security bggan, "I regret to report that our fixst attempted
aggassingtion of the Taar has fallsd." .

*Aseassination?!" the alde cried. “What...?!""

"Good," the Sultan repllied, "We are no longer st war wiih the Tsar. Anothsr attempt
shall not be made." The Sultan lovked at the geng¢rals, "And...?"

*The Black Sea fleets, and the icrces in Armenia, have pulled away from Sevastapol,
ag you commanded."

"Excellent. I will expect full - reports from each of you later. That 1s gli.”™

"Yea, sir," the threes replled, and wlthdrew.

The Sultan turned his attention back to his aife, who stcod in shock, mouth gaplsg.
unable to speak. The Sultan sighail.

"My friend..." f

the alde erupted.

"No longer at war...?! Pulling away from 3evastapol?!™

"That 18 correct. DPeace has been made with the Russiane. All our forces now ara
neaded in the Mediterransan,"”

"But...but sir! We spent two years trying to capture Sevastapcl. And now, after
all those lives have been lost in the fighting, after 211 the money that’s been

: ({RIGEL continues next pase))
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RIGHL (continued) / 3

spent, after the way ths Tewxr treated you..."

"Yes, my friend, that s all behind us now. The Tsar and [ have Forgiven each
other...have glven sach other our werde that no more fighting will oncuxr betwsen us
in the future."

“lasel don't understand,,.”

"I know, my friend, I know." The Sultan‘'s voloe was quiet now. “AE you wers saving,
this wax 1is hard on us all."

The alde stared, as if at a stranger.

"And you..." the Sultan went on, "you are hersby relisved of your duties,”

Startled, the aide protested in sudden fear.

"S$ir, I 4did not meAN. s "

"No, no clam yourself, please calm ycurself. I lnow what you were trying to aay,
and, ..l appreciate it. No offense was taken. But you, my friend, you are not well, I
can 28e. You are pale, and shaken...and In ymsrdutles, you heve been...noi your usual
efflclent solf."

"Oh, &lr...forgive me,..please,"

“There is nothing that needs forgiving. You are Jjust tired...we avrs all tired...

I am tired...this war, it goes on and on.” He shook his head wearily, “You, at leasi,
nay rast for a whila, You deserve it."

"Ohe sj-rnu-" tea!‘a cane to the aide'a ayesa “I wimeaex ﬂiﬂhuoi"

L know, my most trusted friend, I know,"

And now the tears flowsd freely down the aide®s chesks, as& he turned away from the
Sultan's kind, sympathetlc gaze, and, in a dase, walked slowly out pest the silent
guards, who stersd in amazoment, as Af thoy’d never before seen a crying man,

BRUX to THE QTHER HEADS OF STATE: The Sultan is tesring apart ths vest of you in this
bress war, gentlemen. Now, are you golng to let him get away with that?!

P U g PR R T T O P C R RS S Eat
SIRIUS 1983727

Sirius is the rightest star in the night sky as seen from the earth. It is visidle
in the southern sky during the winter. Another name for Sirius is the Dog Ster.

AUSTRIAs Steve Knight, 11905 Winterthur Lane, Reston, VA 2209%

ENGLANDs Bob Olsen, 6818 Winterberry Circle, Wichita, KS 67226

FRAMCE: John Michalskl, Rt. 10 Box 526q, Moore, OK 73165

GEFMANYs Mike Barno, CPU #1187, 2% Andrews Memorial Drive, Hochester, NY 14623-5689
ITALY: EKathy Byrne, 160-02 43rd Aye., Flushing, KY 11358

RUSSIAs Eric Kane, 109 Hicks Lane, Great Neck, NY 11024

TURKEYs Mark Luedi, PO Box 2424, Sloomington, IN 47402

The SIRIUS game 1s heing run uniier the veriant rules fox Diplomacy Central, as
followss

1. All the rules of regular Diplomacy applys

2. The first player to successfully order a unit to Albania wins.

IBIOAINABIH RN S SIS B TN ABUSIRIN IR

Some notes on the SIRIUS game. I was fortunate in that I received exsctly seven
requests for s posiiion in this game, described in the article on pp 160-162 last Aszue.
I declidod to run one of ihese bacauss not only does it look like fun, but the rules
are so sinmple {(and the game should be over with so fast) that for once I ought to be
able to get through a VD game without any controversy., Ready...set...stab away!

i




oplit States , 4
by Rod Walker

Is 41 true that the 3tate of Texas can legally split itself into five States
because that condition was atteched to its admizsion to the Union? Unfortunately,
it is rot true. Or, rather, fortunately...after all, gme Texas 1s guite enough,
thank you,

It is txue, as Greg Ellis has stated in a letter to VD, that the Repullic of Texas
did attach, &5 a conditlon of iis admissior as s State, the rroviso that it e allowsd
to split into five States Af 1{ so desired. The question that arises, however, 1z
whether the proviso is binding., The answer to the question is that it is not,

This questlon has already been tested in court. When the State of Oklahoma was
admitted to the Union, a proviso was attached to the admission specifying that a
coxrtain clty was to be the caplial...Guthrie, I bellave, When the State leglslaturs
voted to move the capital to Oklahoma City, the ciiy of Guthrie sued...somebody sued...
and the thing wound up in the Supreme Cowrt., The Cowrt voided the proviso., Ths
Cowrt dmclded that admission to Statehood was, under the Constitution, an unconditions:
act, No limitatlons or conditions could be attached %o it. Although the "iive-State”
condition has never been tesied in court, the precedent of the Oklahoma case standa,
and we may consider the proviso ss null and void,

However, that’s not all thare 1s to this guestion. I asked whether Texas could
split up because of the proviso, and the answer is "nmo". But can Texas split up
aunyway? The anawer to that question 1s “yes", paradoxically.

(As & side note, howaver, I'G 1ike to point out to Greg that Texas is not the only
independent Republic to give up its independence to become a State, nor was 1t even
the fivst to do so. We must remember that all of the original 13 States were is many
weys irdependent ftepublics prlor to the Constituilon Exa (178%-present). One of thesm,
Rhode island, 4id not ratlfy the Constitution wntil more than a year sfter it had goue
into effect, oo that R.I. was mretty much sovereign for that perind, The Green
Mountain Republic {1778-1791) finally acoepted Statehood (es Vermont) in 1791i. Both
of thess wore pre-Texas. Pest-Texas Republlics which later became States are California
and Hawall, the latter having unacccuntably to experlenca a long henure ns a "territory”.
And the Repukblic of Honduras hae just recently asked to become a protectorate as
Pwrto Rloo 1s. I rather doubt thet will happen, but the axgument that a2 state will
not give up iis soverelgniy today is obviously not alrtight. Zanziber did so in ordex
to form Tanzania, for instance.) _ |

Well, then, can States legally spnt up? Yes, they can. The couris have long
upheld the legallity of the spllt of West Virginia frop Virgiula, even though this
was without the latter's consent. k

Mors important 1s the docirine of swcession, uhich in international law states
that the legal successor(s) to a govermment will inberit all its ohligrtiions and
privileges, The Stata of West Virgin:lg had t0 be admiited to the Union by Congress.
However, 1f a State were to split throygh a complately legal aciion, so that the 2 or
more resulting States were aqmlly the successors of 4he original. these new Siates
would have to bs regarded as ipso factio fa.ctu mem'bsrs of the Unlon without Congressional
action,

Even 80, I don®t belleve there is am;v clear and prgsent danger of owur swidenly
being faced with multiple Texse. Howevsr, more 1ikely is that you will be faced witn
dual Californiase. The movement io split this State tetween water~rich North and water-
poor South, or wrban West znd rural East, has been strong in recent years. And
B80me it may just happen. In which case, think of what fun in the courts!!

{(¥e hers in upstate New York would like to discard the Big Apple, too, and let it
woxe its way out of its own problems., Alas, that's unlikely 4o happen.
Yotr article is very well Stated. Three free issues.))
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From Mark Luedi (10/16/83):

Dear Brucse,

Just like the long loat Doomle that I am, I am Finally writing afier what seems
ageas,

Thanks so0 much for that nickel you sent me. Isn't it gratifying to know that yowr
nickel helped provide a pair of $18 Levis to a struggling college student? I had been
down to one palr of Jeans! o

Your standdy list in #83: 4&s God real? Or is one of the others listed not real
besides the two I know about? Ah, yes, we can gueas. We can guess who 1lsn°t real.
Aha! Have found a member of your stand¥y list who has no beasis in realilty. .

0K, let's see, ii’s been so long since I wrote to you, and thexre seems tc be so
much matter to comment en in the lest ‘vouple of VDs (82 and 83). Boy, what a ruff on
season separations! I°m starting to lean toward the Rusnak method: Ain-betwsen seasons
due about 10 days after the fall and spring seasons. Then nobody has to ask for
separations, or ever worry adbout them., ‘Course, there’s also prophetics. I*ve played
in a couple of games using prophetics and I find, in general, that they are nc better
and no werse. There are certaln pecullaritles. In a prophetic game, you really have
to look at the board situation, and you become much more aware of how certain moves
might be made, based on where units can be ratreated and/or built -~ a much more
calculatling game, and the conditionals don’t get to be such a problem. It, however,
does not at all benefli the power that is on the way down and out. There is more of
an opportunlity for that in "normal™ gemes. And, there is often the opportunity to
pull a few surprises on one’s enemles, or in many cases, one’s allies (soch to be
enemies). And one can always negotiaté before builds.

But I would have to agree (with whom?) that season separations are a rather difficult
ratter; ons of the stliokler things that a GM haz to decide upon.

The phone discusslon was cartalnly interestlng. And what, BRUX, do you do if a
hurricane devastates Altany (soon, Plttsfield) two days before the deadline and you
have no contact with the outaide world for five days? W¥What do you do if your files
are souehow destroyed/dimappear? Do you call all players collect until you have orders
for everyone? I am surprised by the rumber of (Ms (and potential (Ms) who offer
(would offer; MR insurance. Boy, talk about going out of your way to prompt a player!
And I would disagree with Jim Meinal on his answer to #10. The player modifying his
orders has as much a right to modify as another has of getting a first set in., I
guess this 1s anothexr reason I find NMR insurance objgctionable. It's the player’'s
responsibility to get orders on file, not the GM’s.

Greg Ellis® proposal to "amnex" othgr countries 1s.amusing, if somewhat unreallatic.
It might even de away with "colonlaligp" of other, legs fortunate countries, by
American (and other, namely British) capitalist interests, Though it could make that
worse, I guess., I've only Jjust bumped into "colonlaliem" in a couple of instances
recently. But I suspect that this United Fruit Company (or shatever the name; couldn't
find 1t just oow) that geis mentioned once or twice 4s not a great positive influence
on the standard of living inCentral America. The only beneficiarles are the capitalists
and stock holders, who persuade the govermmenit to protject their interests, Maybe 1I°m
a couple of 1ight years off on this =- I have no eourc;‘e_s rogarding this area of the

A couple of other matters; f

1) May be very interssted in using the roundtable discussions for the Publisher’'s
Handbook., Or? Might you be interested in running more, with that purpose in mind?

2) Am going to treak into the 2-week game arena (Beperate from Thirty Miles of
Bad Road) (is this kid still eane?) and might appreciate that you mention it in VD.
Tooking at two games ($10 gamefes + $6 NMR deposit; standbys also nesded @ $4; this
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covers everything), resulte going out same day — blah, blah, hlah -~ zine called
Quick Deceit. (Those prices do souhd a little high, don’t they? I don’t suppose
w'd be interssted?! Get in a two-week game and des the world!)
3] This stuff 1e NFP (I mean, y5u can mention the two-week games, but you have to
use your own words. (77??!!) ‘ g

Sorry to see Alex fold her columh, It dsfinitely added color to VD.

{{Not sure I understand about the NFP stuff -- 1 mean, your words tell the story
so eloquently, especially your "blah, btlah, blah"!' Anyway, I won't Jjoin because, my
usy echedule aside, two-week deadlises are not endugh time to negotiate effectively.
Flayers who want a fast gnme and a Bemi-craged GM are encouraged to look into this,
th‘)‘lgho :

Another roundtatle discuselon is under preparatibn here, and you axe free to use
anything you like from YD for the pubiisher's handlbok.

in the scenarlo you describe where a hurricane devastates my home juat befoye the
deadline; tough banananas. Players who walt till the last couple of daye to get in a
get of orders take chances like that,

As for God's presence on my standby list; I removed him because I think he takes
the game too sariously. If you read my short story in the ammieh, you'll underatand
why. He Jjust don*t play by the houserules!

Maybe I should explain "prophetics” for the many Doomles who haven't the slightest
idea what you'ze talking about. The term refers simply to spring/summer and fall/
autunn/winter copbinations -- the opposite of the way most North American gines run
their games. Prophetics are use mostly in Burope, and without having played in such a
gamd I can tell you that the conditionals could get extremely meesy. I mean, think
of all the different combinations of moves that can mﬂ a serson, and you've
got %0 write potential retreats and anuatments for all this? No way you'll catch me
Playing in one of those! As for in-batween separations; I°*ve mever really cared for
the idea. It's true that this eliminates the need for conditionals, but who needs an
extra deadline in the middle of "main" deadlines? I1'd Just as soon stick to the
mathod I have now; Seasons generally combined with ssparations sasy to obtain.

And now, we move on to letters gemerated by the amniversary issue!))

From Fred Davis (11/8/83):

Deur Bruces

Have Just finished most of the armniversary 1sh of VO, 1I'm somewhat exhaustzd from
whe. effort. When do you eat and sleep?  It’s even  bhigger than Peery’s last productlon,
80 I°m sure you'll go down in history.

On pg. 162, you commented that only § named people had had any coatact with the
British Diplomacy (er, rather, postal gaming) hobby. Please add my name to the list,
I recelve two British zines and two from Germany, including Pete Birka' Greateat Hits.
Used to recelve more English ones, but a couple have folded in the laat 12 months,
also met several London axea players in one of thelr pub meestings in August, 1982,
including Birks and Taxlyn. One Cerman sine, Sauri’s All-Star, runs some international
games in English. [Por more info, write to: Thomas Franke, Rosenstr. 11, D-4220
Dinslaken, WEST GERMANY., He edits one of the subzines therein, and is rumnlng my
veriant, Woolworth IX-D, in German.

{{Interested Doomles may check 1t out. I'm sure I omitted the names of several
reorle in North America who receive Eurcpean zines, but my point is that most of the
11,5, and Canadian hobdy is missing out without even giving the Europsans a try. I
“ope that by covering the British hobby in these pages, I'll induce a few Doonles to
oxpand their horizons ~- and enjoyment -- Just a bit.))



From Rod Walker (11/6/83): I 7

Liebexr BRUXans

¥ 85 was magnifiecent! Sigh...

Here for your lettercol are =zome responses to Jjust a few things 1n that 1ssua.
Plus an articlie in response to a stray comment by Greg Ellis.

Barch?’s artleles were fantastic...some of his funnlest stuff. Remind me tc beat
him black and blue for not sending thoss to DW. : '

About preferential schelarships for hlacks and so on: I am not convinced about
the “sacial justice® of this. The "“two-wrongs-don®t-pake-a-right" thing definitely
appiies. However ~- I wonder whether "social justice” is at all the issue. That's
nice copy for bleeding hearts, of course. But the xesal) issue is gutting intc the next
century with an intact multiracial sooclety. The soclal Ainjustices of the past 300 years
have put blacks so far behind whites that the only way to deal with the problem is to
do as we are doing...to glve a certein degree of praferential trestment to the formerly
disadvanteged mlnority. Yss, that folsts an lnjustice on whites. 3Iui, framdy, I
would rather hove a smail degree of injustice than have a hlgh dagres of urban violence,
which frustration-aggression theory tells us we ares going to get if we don®t do
something. The success of what we are dolng seems to be shown by the lack «f urban
violence during the lasi two very hot summers comdined with a had recession. It hoils
downn to this...do we want to have a few whites withdut scholavships (and jobs and
gquite such high salaries, etc.) or do we want gutied cities?

AlIDSs Aslde from the people dylng, the worse aspsct of that probiem i1s all the
furndamentalist hellflzre-mongers and their ill-concefred and almost obscens Joy at
the sizuation. Of couvrse, they forget that gays who have statle, monogamous relationships
don’t get AIDS. Oh, well...wlth any luck, this problem should be under conirol by
the end of the decade. Then we can all go back to the bars...

Japes Wall’a letter ls interesting, if simplistie. "No natlon that has slipped
behind the Iron Curtein has emerged..." No? What about Yugosliavia? And of course
there’s eastern Austria. And a good case can be made for the virtual independence of
Rumania. The notion shout the "Iron Curtain" nonsense is that a Marxist covntry
suddenly can’t think for itself and takes orders from Moscow. It°s hard to explain
Peking in those terma, isn't it?

However, so long as Washington displays knee-jark hoatility to every Marxist
govermment that comes along, they are going to display hostlility toward ue. It is
oot at all surprising that Nlcaragua has a Marxist govermment, and we may as well
get used to the fact that most Latin American siates will have such govermmnets by
the end of the century. Latin Americgn revolutioms-sre very faddish, and Marxist
agrarlanism is "in" right now. yjrmore, there 18 a very complex love-hate zelation-
ship between the Latin Amerlcan statef and ocurselves, and it is obvious that the "hate”
end of that syndrome will be expressed in whatever will be most annoying to us. If
we continue stupidly to oppose the tiges of history down there (or anywhere), it will
be 80 much the worse for us. The pargdox in all this: is this: Af you sincerely
belisve that the USSR 1s a Marxlst state, If you belisve that the U.S. 18 a capitaliset
state, and if you belleve that Harxist states and capitalist states are inherently and
inevitably Fostile, then you are swallowing the Leninist propagands line. None of tho
foregoing statements, preceded by “if%, 1s true. It is to the USSH's advantagze for
us to belleve all that hokum and@ thus cut off our moa$ viable foreign polley optlons.

As to double orderss you alrsady I;:ave an article touching on exactly this point...
Rule VII.1 asays absclutely nothing on the subject, I, assume you ml be priating
that shoxtly.

((Ex, ahem... VD doesn‘t really need another two—page article on double orders,
though you‘re welcome to send in a (preferably shorter) response to the letter column.
Your reasone for supporting preferential treatment for hlacks are, to undersiate
the matier, very interesting. What your comments boil down to are this: 1f we don’t
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give them what they want, they'll turn into animals and start sloting sgain, so let's
kmuckles under and paclfy them. True or not, I Jjust don’t see any Justice in acceding
to such tactles. Heck, what if every minerity had to be dealt with under fear of

the same sort of violence you descrite? What Af imner-city whites did? 3Besides, is
youx opinion of tlacks really g0 low that you truly belleve that thay will riot if
they aren‘t given preferentlal treatment? I don't think so0, and I wouldn't change
my stand on the issue al hand if X did.

I don’t recall anyone saying thrt a Marxist country suddenly can't think for itself.
However, look what happens when soms of them try to act on those thoughts. I'm
referving, of course, to Hungary. And Czmechoslavakia. And Poland.

Berch has written some of the fumnlest articles I have read in the hobby's zines,
For all the guff the man takes over his "boring" tactics articles, he’s got one hell
of & sense of humor, and he certainly showed 1% here last issue!))

From Nelson Heintzman (11/6/83)s

Dear Bruce:

Well, slnece I didn’t write any press for RIGEL this twrn, perhaps a quick letter
to you mlight be in ordsr. By the way, what happened to my chess move in last season‘s
pross? Inadvertently forgotten? Held over for this lasue? Or you are trylng to
discourage the playlng of another game in a Dip zine? ((Just forgot it last time.

It's 4in this issue.))

Thanks for the phone call. Apprecliate greatly the invitation extended to me by
Kathy Byrpe through youp unfortunately, however, circumstances will forbid my attendence.
Would be nice, as by now, sfter a year's time, 1°ve bullt up sevaral friendshlps and
a mnber of acqualntanceships in the hobby. HNext tlme, let's hops. As I indicated
to you, by the way, when I amade my comwente about hobby feuds and included Baumelster’s
neme, I was not undsr the impression at that time that those remarks would be made
public. However, parental wisdom aiways warned me in years long past that whatever
one puts on paper can sometiimes twrn up at unforeseen moments, so one should always
be careful concerning one's own writing., So, I stand hy my opinions, although I will
not respond to any type of negative response -~ that's not what I'm into, eorry...

I notice in the Anniversary issus (which was a marvelous accomplishment, Bruce),
that Gary clarified his stance over the lssus of Affirmative Actlon, estc. Well, let
me shoot from the hip on this one, for a moment. Personally, I have no desp-seated
love for it (it is especially prominent in educational flelds), but nelther do I
have any deep-seated hostility agajnst it. The arguments agalnst reverse discrimination
are all fine and dandy and are galjjing increased ¢ bility. However, I feel this
way: historically, thls natlon wap built up by white Buropean lmmigrants who stols
the land from its native population and then procepded to virtually extaruinate those
sams inhabiiants. This seme white ‘power structure during the same pericd imported
millions of black slaves over several centuries anl used thelr sweat and toil to
further build the economic stremgth of this country. I won't bother going into the
sordid exploitation of Asians, Chleanos, and the prejudice and ethnic hostility
existing betwesn northern and southern Europeans themselves. Regarding slavery, I hear
all the time that this happened ilong ago and this 1s the 20th century, and why should
we pay for the sins of people who }hred and dled wpy before us, etc, Well, some people
feel that the preasnt, the past, and the future axé all intertwined -- they camot
just be smeparated but share a complex dependsncy upon each other. For instance, the
physical, spiritual, and economic growth of a people is (or should be) an ongoing,
continuing process, We who enjoy so many benefits today must turn to the past to
diacover the contributions to this state of affairs by those who came before us.
Economically. and here I'm referring to slavery and the cotton industzry, it should be

inted cut that during a period of great economic and physical expension for America
18208~1860s, afier that a huge industrial expansion, of course), the South pmroduced
around 60% of the world‘s cotton! Between 1836 and 1840, ocotton accounted for 63
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- of the value of ALL American exports. Cotton and slavery not only aided the Southern
econamy, but were a majer reasen for the growth of the national economy ae well, The
growth of New York City was advenced because it acted as a dimibtzting and exporting
center whlch made its momey off of frelght charges, commissions, insurance, etc., While
figures and mimbers can be bandied about tc prove Just about anything, neverthelsss
for a long period of time during this early growth period of ‘the Aperlcan economy,

~cotton exports did in fact pay for a majority of the value of the nation's importe —

- from whlch the nation as a whole benefitted. And it was the slave system which mevided

much of those bersfits; since we Americans today are the recipienis of all that has
gome on before us -~ good and bad -~ I feel, personally, that it is only fair that

we enjoy owr benefits, yes, btut we should honor the ha,c_l dabts which have accrued, too.

In concluaion, I would slso 1iks to comment on the argument concerning the idea

that the law should atay out of issues such as these. Frankly, thet is sort of a
crock also, I belleve, First of &ll, as a writexr to a .‘Buffalo paper lndicated a while
back, "the U,3, Constitution has never been color-btlind.* Clearly, ths slave 1ssue
was shelved by the Founding Fathers and given tacit acceptance. The 1G5tk century
abolitionist, Willlas Lloyd Garrison, referred ic the Constitution a& "a covenant with
death and an agreement with hell.” A trifle strong, perhaps, but you get the idea. To
take positive legal action to balance the negative effects of legalized slavery for
centuries, and legalized dlscrimination for decsies and - decades after that, =zeems only
logical and right to me. To quote that Buffalo writer one more time: “For over 200
Years, race has Ybeen a determining factor in virtually all federal, stats, county,
and city political decisions affscting black pecple. Becauss race has baen the maJjor
factor 1n holding down black people, it's mﬂ.y 3.ugi.ca,1 to use 1t as a factor in-
uplifting black Americans. I concur,

((And in doing so, wo perpetuste thé very raclam you detest, Nobody can deny that
blacks have received an wrfair shake in the past. But there will alweys be raclam
and mrojudice so long as anybody rsceives preferential treatment on sceount of his
race. In my opinion, the way to truly combat racial injustice is to aveid ma.kirg
gy distinctions on the besis of someone®s race. ¥hy must we continve to classify
and categorize people -- to "make up for past injustices”? To me, that's the wltimas«
crock. And the ultimate way of ensurlng that racial prsjudico and hatred never die.

Sorry you can't make ByrneConj I was eager to meet you. As for your poll comments
making print; I'm sorry I didn’t make it more clear that my intention was to putlizisze
the results in such detail, Next time X°11 be morxe careful so that everyons undex-
stands just what I plan to meke publia, Thanx for Hriting.))

From Bob Olsen (11/2/83): o
Deaxr BRUX, i

I had begun to wonder, in a vague Wa what ha.d ever happenad to you anyway when
your "1ittle package" axrrived in the x@g,il. Before opening it I wondered, "Why is
BRUX sending me thle flat cannon®all?" tut upon opening it I found that At was your
totally insane, totally out-of-control annish. I must say, I'm aetonished, not only
because it was so humongous, tut also ‘because it contsined ®o much good stuff. Though
thare were plenty of high points, I'1ll just mention tPat it contained = whole flock
of the best writing you've dons, and ighat I belie\re tg be Gary's ba'sf‘p;l.ay {1t mentioned
my name a lot, hyork, hyork).

I°ve been given to understand thet' peace has t:roken out between you and the East
Coast Witches/Clique, and that you'll be at ByrneCon.' I'm sure gla.d to hear that --
I had hopes. Sounds 1ike Kathy's set herself the modest ambitlon of closing out all
feuds and binding ths hobly's wounds in one weekend, All very Hall but uha.t abeut the
really important feuds like me vs. Jim-Boob Bargess?

Speaking of Burgess, do you realize that I made him what he 1s today (uha.twer the
hell that 4s)? A year and a half ago Jim Burgess was NOBODY -~ nothing more whan the
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waterboy for the Tretick Toadieas! Then he showed up at PudgeCon I and the world hase
never been the same agaln! Oh aure, I'm sorry for inflicting such an insufferadle,
obnoxious, whining personality on the hobby at lerge, but who was to know? I mean,
even after the con last year, Michalaki in MES couldn't even remember Burgess® name
but juet referred to him as “some Trotlick shaftee". Then of course came the Toady
Poll and Jim~Boob's campaign for top honors. To our horror we began to realize the
sort of creep we were dealing with, but it was too late. Now that he's established
hinsslf as the hobly'e #1 apple-polisher, he decides to wimpily weasel out of a repeat
glg as Top Toady. Tough,

I hadn't realised, when I called in the impartlal ombudsperscnship of my lover, that
I was treading on your fragile ego as well. 3But now that I know that you wanted to win
the Toady Poll, well...who cares? OK, you‘re a falr to middling toady, but Jim-Boob
could teach you a thing or two. Look at his unctuous letter in the last YD, grovellingly
acing you out of a free i1ssue of your 170-page issue with middless vaporings that
ahould never have seen the light of day. Oh well. :

I’'m sure Woudy will de flattered at your characterigation of hi.m as "the moat
ohnoxious player” you've ever had. Coming from you, that's like the Babs telling a
rocklie, "Pretty goed wood on the ball, kid," or Charles Manson saylng, "Jees, you're
a mean suckesr, aren’t you?"

The reprint of Graustark #1 was very depressing. Not because of the text, tut
because on the back, 1t carrisd 4 postage.

I disagree with your "stab-stab” article, though I must say, 1t is very typical of
your method of play. In my opinion, lying to galn an advantage in a game ia pexrfectly
acceptable. But your doctrine of lying again and again and again to the mame poor
slob can be a trap. 738 of the bted feslings in Swedish Roundabout were caused by
overuse of thls exact technique by you and England. Fool me once, shams on youy try
to fool me twics and three times and four times and you'rs just telling me you think
I'm a stupid ass who can't venenber two seasons back, who's so gullitle he’ll believe
anythlng the Great Master says. All very fine in that particular game with ite complete
inflexibility and nonexistent balance; but had you or Hamlin gotiten into troulile and
looked for an eastern power to pull your cockies out of the oven, you would have found
your credibility level to be preciwvely zero. The oznly reason this was at all profitable
for you or Garry wss that you were so similar, both using the same techniques, and
both being hit-and-run players who aren't in any other games and will never meet us
poox suckers agaln,

An exanple of the dire conssquences of your “stab-stab” dootrine, again from the
inexhaustatle well of Swedish Ro bout, is the case of Randolph Smyth., After he
got his advantage in 8 '01 by ly about Swedsen, pa tried to sucker me with yarns
about the possibility of peace If [d only retreat all units away from him, promise
never to speak to Osuch aghin, or ghat.ever. But hy that time, my priorities had
changed and my #! goal was not to he suckerad in no matter what -~ 80 when times
changsd, Randolph's stook with me {among others rated exactly O when he came to need
us,

As for the "Puppet" artlcle ~- m bed your lettar to Osuch wasn't published
earller, since it would have assurad you a solo vicbory in the Most Obroxious category.
Good grief, no wonder Bob's halr was suddenly curly when he came to Wichlta. That was
2 hideous letter -- kind of like "the iron fist hf the iron glove". As for the matter
of your negotiations with me -~ I'y glad I didn't go for your proposal. If I had dome
80, it would have been for the wroug reason (ba!.na mad at Dick for something outside
the game} and dishonoratle. I'm glad I kept the faith with him. Anyway, I guess
Hagger understands me better than you do -- remember his quote -~ "It's hardsr to get
Olsen to maks a move than it is to get the Rocky Mountains to dance the Funky Chicken,*®

I have read and pondered your' "Gameload" article and I sse that you are right. I
sse the light. Effective immediately I herehy resign from all my VD ganmes.

30 you "enjoyed" annoying me with all those letters, did you? Actually, I have
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found (hoth in my case and youra) that sometlmes it's possible to write ico much,

80 that the reciplent starts to think ito himself, “Hey, this guy's a wheeler-dealer,
this guy's a hotshot, - this guy's after somothing...this guy'a wasting oy time.”
I've put the days of big letter-writing behind me; the return on investment is Jjust
not edsquate. My polioy these days in a new game would be; write each country at the
start, reply W anything rapidly, maybe one follow-up letter to a non-writer during
the season; anothex letter at the start of the next season to anybody who still hasn‘'t
written, dut after that, start organizing an alllance, any alllance, to disposs of
non-communicators, Since I never win anyway, at least I can have a certaln effect on
the game by trylng to make sure that whosver does win 1a at least competent and not a
deadhead, But as for sending a dozen letters to some drons who can't be induced to
talk, forget it.

I should say somsthing about Alex's Column. Her work haa meviously been amusing,
but this last ons I felt achieved something more - eloquence. It's unfortunate that
she had sons btad experiences; I guess the postal hobhy: just has that effect on some
peoqnks, alaa, Another example seems to be Garry Hamlin. Despite cartain reasrvations
about his overly Linsey-like playing technigue, he ssemed a decent sort, and with time
night actuslly have been houselxroken, who knows? Well, olwlously the hobly is not for
everyone, or it'd be a lot bigger (that's loglo...actuslly, that sounde 1ike something
Mark Lew would say).

It was quite a thrill gusst GMing for Woody...everybody should try it at least onoce.
I's afrald I'm not out out to be the next Linsey or Coughlan, thoughy here it is my
first time and, well, things came up, and both games were a couple dsys lats. On the
other hand I was told to be lenlent...unfortunately, my 1ifestyle does aot permit of
the necessary fwomptness, Although there was a cartaln sense of power (like holding
the fate of what is probably Michalski's best current position in my sweaty litile
bands) it wasn't enough to give me any thoughts of becoming s @M, I'll remaln what
I am -~ deadwood.

My mother was here for a couple of weeks last month. One day in the mail I got
that flyer for Rusuak's forthcoming game (you probahly got one too) —- three peges,
closely typed. My mother remarked that that looked like a lot of work so I went a,nd
got an EE to show her and informed lier that it came every 5 weeks like clockwork, and
that it was the work of one person. GShe immediately became sure that Gary is insane.
(I never argus with my mothextli!)i Good thing VD 85 hadn't arrived by that time or
you'd te certified by now.

The computer article was a bit bLeyond ‘ay depth (so is the Mindanao Trench). I've
had an Atari for 3 yesars now but wmyltmahoutit. I will say, though,
that at PudgeCon, when Mike Barno siw my machine, Hp bacame green with envy (or maybe
it was the Pizu)o ‘ i

I'm through bitching about gutting the computer: serviced -- want to hear atout getting
ny car sexviced? I always thought idents where people went baok and back and back
to get sopething done were legends...but it took four trips to the shop to get one thing
done. The last time of the four, the service adviscr informed me (I hope you are
sitting down) that there was mud under the csr} I mean, we are dealing with what is
obvlously the top man in his £1eld now -;t.h(i fomth time around, he looked undexr the
car! Wow, maybs next time, they'll. pop: ths! hnod thcrc may even bs an engine in
there!!! (Excuse me, I'm sulking aga.tn.)

By the way, I don‘t think it was a very aood i.dea to include the Koussrules in this
lssue. For one thing, I had to look through the ilssue for three days before I found
them! And for another, I think it would be better to have the Houssrules bound
separately, since there's going to s & lot of confusion between VD 85 and pecple's
coples of Nar and Peace.

You really ought to enter another me, if only to gain some slight credibility es
a player. Look at all ths mileage you've gotten from Swediah Roundabout, a game where
nothing even happened. Better get another one going before the well runs dry. Why
not sign up for Rrrrrrrrrusnak’s World War IIIb Cosmic Dip game nexi summer? I'll

4 2
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vouch for you with Russ if you meed a reference, Just think, you could give your
opinions oun the varlant scene and write abstruse articles about how DIAS is anti-
Surinamese,

I take z benlgn view of peoyple 1ike BAll Highfield, Let's Just say that scmetine
a few ysars from now, he*ll lock btack at some of his writings and tlush, and let it
go at that.

Well, that®s about 1t. Congratulations on a sonumental achievement...no, mt
reading this boring letier, btut your anmish. And Four is not such a significant number...
what abtout the Fifth, or Tenth, cr Iseue 1007 Can you top it? Whati do you do for
&n encoxe? . o :

PS., Bee yn soon? Good! I'11l be the one being stabbed by Massger.

((Boring ietter? Ho wsy hosea! Your writing just absolutely tweedles my noodle.

I wish that Woody had let me guest GM for him while he was in Burops. I would have
forced those naughty i1ittle kids playing in his games to shape up immediately. Imagine
thats Woody return from his sabbatlcal to discover that all his players have MMRed
out on technicalities and teen replaced by Doomles. I wonder what his reaction would
have been.

Regarding Swedish Roundebout, aren't you overstating the case just a %it? I mean,

I lled o you about the wostern triple in Fall 01 but I Gon®t think I 1ied to you
~agalin in the game at all, Obh sure, I would have if i1t had been necessary, btut I don®t
recall that it was. I should clarify the technique I presented in the "stab~stab”
article. It's not a good idea to overuse it, since as you point out the credibility
of the stabber will be utterly demollshed Af he ever meeds help again. But it is
anothexr option to be used sparingly, as a follow-up to a stab, when the expected

g;aina outwslght the potential further deterioration in the stabber-stabhbes relatlonship
{heavy, man).

§1).1p, I*11 see you at SyrneCon in a couple of weeks, I°l)l be the one egging Mawger
on, .

From Matt Fleming {10/30/83)s

Bruce,

I saw in your anniversary lssue that you would like to hear from your VD Wack
holes. That is, the people you never get letters from., I guess you now have one less
hlack hols. :

.1 enjoyed Jjust about ewery page of the anniversary issue. The amazing thing was
tha.t even with 170 pages there wasn't gn overabundance of prolixity.

You still want everyone‘s color phofograph? ((Yup!)) Then I will have to look
for a geod pictuwe of myself, which megna you wiil never get one from mo,

I'm afrald I would have to disagree{wlth you regarding the literacy test issue.
Besides belng un-Constitutional (in my 'opinlon, at least), 1t would be, at bast,
equivocal., What ls literacy? Would i be the same in Hyde Park as in Mobile? The
test would have to transcend race, clatfsa. wealth, sex, and geography, and I am afrald
that that ls imposeible. It seems to that voting 1a expresaing one’s Literacy, 1
reallee that the argument about the desirabllity of hq;nogenity for the country has
some validity. But does everyone speaking Engligh ha.vp the same opinlons about owr
government? Just take a look at your jetier column. .fritien mostly by relatively
young white males. Correct? And st the opinions vary ¥ildly. Would you
make the distinctlon between Citizen and civilian that Renaissance Fiorence d414d7
Esentially this allowsd the vote only to those whom you wanted (“Citlzens"}.

I think that everyone 1s miseing one thing about the Electoral College that is
easential to changing it. The Electoral College provides the only stiructure for
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changing it -~ it mrovides the sole structure for a Constitutional Conventlon. 1
would like to see some changes everywhers, but 1 reslige that it probebly won't come
about. A College would threaten the security of many people in the government.
I guess I should clarify the statement I made on your:swxvey. The reason I am
not thrilled about round table discussions is that they are repetitive. These ars
respected people, but even so it gets boxing. Most of yowr readers seem to enjoy it,
though (a good percentage of them probably being: pubbers) so maybs there is something
I am missing. In any case I don't allow this to ai‘fant my en;joyment of the rest of ¥YD.
So there! One less hlack hols. . _

({I 11ke your terminsclogy of “black hola" fox peopla I rsfarrad to as “holea of
silenee" I'd laugh but for the .gravity of the situationm

- Pexhaps I should clarify my stance on the iseuve of:the literacy test. We are a
society which 1s supposedly run } tha ;people, It 1a:the volce of the voters who
make us what we are and keep us f - Row then-can we- Justify giving the vote to those
who would uss this right to weaken tho very system which provides it to them? We can
only be truly free so long as we employ a system of lagalized reprassion for the
ignorant masses. Goi that?

" Yeah, the xound table dieouasions do get rapetitiw as hobbyist after hobbyist
expresses the same viewpoini over and over all at once, But I still find it intriguing
to read how different (is/pubtlishers/players would view certain situations. I think
that the cross-discussion generated prompts publishers (especially the newer ones) to
think out their positions on certain matters in advance. Keith Sesler, for instance,
has told me thet this is true in his came. Anyway, they take up a fair bit of space
vhen they appear here, but that isan't too often. ,

Glad you're no longer a black hola!))

From Jim~Boob Burgess (11/6/83):

Dear BRUX,
I'm qulite flattered that you sent me another VD sample. I read almost every page.

I'd never looked thru the famous HRs and there were lote of other interesting polints
as well. You have lots of good writers helping you out and you were very kind to
print my two letters. You even published my "Toady Poll" letter before Mark did.
Now that you can see that a runoff is on, I hope you voted and didn't vote for me. 1
voted for you and Bob to tie for first with Mark himeself as & write-in for C othixde..
the way he toadled to Kathy on the results of his own poll wms disgustingly sycophantic,
. I'm sorry to have to reiterate thiq but I wan't WNM You'*ve got. lots of -

good writers and a lively letter calumm you don’t nepd me. I was raslly embarrassed
that you sent me that huge free .tasue, Your expenses must be huge, too. (I understand
that you went to ditto to save momey. . I apmrove and spplawnd that- mmre.) I won°t be
deadwood and besides I can't afford a pub anyway. I like the agine, keep up the good
work and I might be back somaday t}'link 1'11-stop here before I end up with another
sample. Thank you again, you're nuch }oo genemua. {

({Me? GCenerous? 3Bah... Well, I m't in g,oad comciema mt sand you this isaue.
since your letter's in it, but don't fgel as though I'm trying to pressure you into a
sub, Heck, I'd rather have your lstters and/or artio?u any day than your monsy.
Money mekes for boring reading.

"Well, I didn't like the idea of a Toacb' Poll runoff, since I felt I earnsd my share
of the v..tory fair and aquare, But heck, maybe I°ll!wln outright in the xecount «-
that would bs pleasant. After all, how could anyone dany me the To&dy Top Spot after
sending you all these lssues, hey?

See you at ByrneCon!))




From Mike Kettman (11/1/83)s 24’

Dear BRIX,

Just finished reading youwr massive anniversary issue of VD. I will have you know
it took a week of hour-long commutes to dommtown Chicago to Tinish it. After reading
it, I felt very surprised by the wide varlety of opinions, topics, etc., It 1s
amazing, the depth and width of yowur readershlyp, After reading it, I almost wish I
had sent you a lettexr or two for the issus.

I do fesl, however, that certain contributors to VD are somewhat cought up in their
own importance. Their grandiose, confliotual and arbitrary comments have no place in
a magasine devoted to a hobby. 1 suggest they write to their local pepers with their
comments on religion, politics, handguns, eto. I prefer my hobby to be clean of the
everyday stresses in life -- as a hobby should be.

Well, I fear I have sald too much, but yowr issus #85 is to blame. Serlously, I
do enjoy your magasine and look forward to next anniversary issus, '

({Thanks for the constructive critlicism. It is trus that an awful lot of space
heve is devoted to non-Diplomacy topics, and some people would rather not read this
in the hobby’s magasines, I have mixed feelings, myself, I like the interaction and
exchanges of viswpoints, but would not want to see it get out of hand, I almost feel
that the politice here 1s too much, but maybe not quite.
. Anyway, though, I can make a comment to you similar to the one I made to Jake
Halveratadt leat isawes. There are gines for all tastes, including several that dlacuss
only Diplomacy, 8o you can piek and choose tlll you get a variety that sulis your
nseds. Anyone who wanis me to recommend sines with particular qualities should Jjust
ask.

As for the depth and width of my readership; well, you don'‘t think I'd let a comment
like that go by without some sort of crack about Bob “Pudge” Olsen, do you? Well,
you're yrong! I'm mot even going to bs crass emough to tring his name into this...))

From Bob Sweeney:

BRUX, :
Inpressive! VD #85 was great! Too tad you can only do it on anniversaries -- I
mesn with all the money you save with dittos,..
. Clarification: on second thought you might bte right. There's people (1ike me)
who will always find objections with rules which e§onf1ne activities. I believe however
that by stating NVE = no opinion opathanquie than if NVR = yes except for...
Sorry to hear about Garry Hamlif'’s...er...ill pa? Affilction? It 4idn*t come
from reading Yoice of Doom, did it? Perhaps the houserules? How long did it take?
Also, Chuff A?J.erhach forgot the dreaded Section 69. Whoever takes any letter,
poﬂtﬂ.l card,; or «seWith d.emn to dﬁfm| mm 1!1011:0. recite| dﬁfic‘te'
or nutilate the Po Emmn) sy-'aﬁ ahall e f:.necz. not more than 3 MMRs or forced
compliance with (former edition) VII.L.
Also, you mentioned the seven mvicel in RI@}L ~= w8ll, I guesstimate that about #88,
khere'll be six!
Also, glad you didn't mention JUPI‘I'E:R ~= Hot evpn once! Perhaps you've recovered
from the harsh effects of a Press yar.
Well, enough ramblings for now (by the way, hawe you noticed thst my "letier" sounds
like my press releases? Incoherent, =

((507 Incoherence is the hallmark of a truly great weirdo.

I think Garry Hemlin's affliction 1s the direct result of allylng with me in
Swedlah Roundabout. As my ally, he had to put up with two letters a day from me for
two years. Look where he ended up as a result,

JUPITER. }) :

[

f'. .
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From Eric Xams (10/31/83)1 R L -

Dear Bruce, ' ' ' '

As you know I recelved the monster ‘sasue and I have somne additional comments to -

make.

Firet, I'm glad to see that Hi@ffbeld 13 no longer a Doonie, Good riddanca.

Next, I want to compliment Peter Ausoff for putting yeu in your place. He has you
dead to rights on the issus of labeling units, - Instead of trying to justify your
houeerule, why don't you Jjust say fiat out that you feel thle should be a rule (that
wnits be correctly labeled)? -I too-insist cn the correct label for-a unit, It is a
generel GMing practice which really ought te be in.the wules. Did you notics the
revisione to the Ruletook cencerning conveys in the latest TW? Maybe we could write
to. Calhamexr and get him to bhave. sous:other things: changed '!officially" ‘Whilch reminds
ne, People who say we don't nged Jiks and.should'Just:play by the rules are full of it.
HRs ave necesaary to cleer up certain ambiguities in the mules, It would also help to
keep in mind that the rules wers designad for face~to-face play, not postal play-

Congrats are in ordex for Cupcake Knight for his job on your HRs. Now they are

legible, orderly, and dark emough to rvead, but they are still silly! Speaklng of which,
I noticed that in your S '01 peutral moves, you have German F Kie moving to Den. ince
I don't use neutral S '0%1 moves, I feel inclined to guestion the "peutrality® of such
an order. I know that whenever X play Ruasia, my negotlations with Germany always
include a strong urgirg io meve F Kie-Hol, so that I can be acsured of Sweden in Lha
fall. Doesa't ¥ K.te-Hol Se8m mOTe "nsu'a:al‘ tham F Kis-Den‘P Why 4id you pick Den

over Hol?

Howerton's cartoons wers &_. 've BEWE hfm A Sample of Ancluin. I think he and
I might just hit At off! : '

Good column by Alex, she really told it ;:iks 11'. 1s, :

L46-page letter column?!? I'll nevexr 'bop that! And mat's mng with aetting
records? JIt's harmless, no? g

All in all, Bruce, not a bad :lsam at all. Ksep M. up!

((Deomark and Holland seem a.bout ﬂqually "naubral tomes I prefer Dernmark because
for Germany to avoid moving there assures Russia of Sweden, sheress a German non-move
to Holland does noi essurd that elther B Bngland or France will gel Eelgiwm. T guoss
then that I regard F Kie-Hol as just. a bit too pre-Russia and anti-England ox B‘rance
for my tastes, though 1it’s close,

Two or thres of my houserulss are silly by 1ntant. But 1f you maan they re
Emallz silly, I challenge you. t¢ sy why.- ' '

_ Yes, I noticed the Rulebock revisions in tha 1atast DW, and wes ext;rems\y Sisappolinted.

Not at the revisions ithemselves, wpich were flna, but- at the fact that most of the
podnts which needed to be rewritten varen't touched upon at all; and now-1t’s even
more unlikely that we're goling to: gnt L&l hamer: to- make further changes. - I frankly
wish that I bad been consulted hafgma the revisions were done, as I know of (ané have
publicived) several different areas that ought io:'be reworded {such as the hopelesdly
ambiguous "farthest frem home” rulg)s The probloags uith comroys were far from the
most pressing ones in. the old Rulepooks 1

Yes, I feel that the Rules shoujd:include. tha xaquiremant that un:lts he '.Labalea;
‘that's why I have it that way 1n ny. housarules.)) -

From Rich Reilly (11}&/83)|

&
H

Dear BRUX, T _
VD #85 srrived today. Bgad, you must really wanna see my test grades suffer. 170
pages! I'm ameved...
»vo@8 Well as upset, With myself, that is. I really wowld’ve liked %o have
contributed something tc this special issue (so I could see my nems liated on page 1)

i




After all, Diplomacy 18 a war gane, ‘28

In reforencs to Greg Ellls® story about the McDonald’s girl shooting the rapist,
even if I had a cholce batween being raped and shooting the vapist®s head off with a
gun, I1°d choose belng rapad. I doubt if I could kill anyone even in self{-defense,
Kidling is killing. :

No reason for me to take offense at what Bob Osuch said. We low-leval munchkine
are used to such accusations. Even he would have to admit that, after 5% years of
marriage and one child, it's highly probable that I've Ybeon laid st least once.

Wondered when we'd see the Reader Poll results. The local public radio station
sent out a pol) to find out what its listeners uanted mors and lesz of. The result
vas that something liks 32% wanted t0 hear less Jjumz, while 27% wanted to hear novre.
How®s thal for a confusing result?

Read Chuff®s article about "“Postage Dues and Don'ts" Just after sending you baeck
the uncancelled stamps. OQopsel : '

Samantha’s learnsd to walk and she®s only 9 monthe old. Heaven help us! She also
has hex third tooth. She’s heen awfully fussy lately = got tived of unfolding
discarded computer paper all over the livlng room and of spreading clotheapins across
the kitchen floor. If I have to sing one more chorus of "Little Bunny foo foo®,

L]
I'11 SCREAME Love and Bunny foo foo,

Joan and Samanthsa

((Bunny foo foo? That sounds 1ike some sxotic Chinese dishi

I see nothing wrong with killing in self~defenss, or even in the dsfense of others.
Would you really allow some demented lunatlic to destroy your 1ife tefore destroying
his? N°nme!

Football 1s a century old, and 1t too is a “pnssing fad".

Thanlks for all the nice words regarding thiz annish. I agree that Alex is an
exceptionally good writer, especially when she’s 1nspired, aud she was inspired lac
issue., I don't really think we've seen the very last of her columns, though I doult
if she®ll do them r2gadn on a regular basis.

Samantha ‘s obviously a prodigy. We'll have her playing Italy by the time she‘s
three (eat your heart out. Kathy!).))

How about a few qulck takes from recent letters to finish this off this month?
Mike Barnot Got to read the rest of the annish on the bus. It*1l go down in hobby
history like nothing else ever has.. Simply fanfuckingtastic!

Rob Schmunks Tell Alex that her cojumn was oxceptjonally well-written.
BU1 Highfleld: Write me a letter for print, buddy?
Kelth Sesler: Your ann, issus was groat! But yow® cartoon on p. 98 was disgustiing.

FOR SALEs Bundla of 40 to 50 old zlnee reéeiv‘e;z. up to 4 yesrs old, sent third

¢lass, $4.00. Bundle of over 100 zines, $7.50.
a troad sanpling of the hobby's llterature. !

Firet person to send me a buck for it zets my eitra. copy of furopa Express #20,
since I have two. It’s probably avallahle fiom Gary Coughlan for 50¢, but I°m not
going to mentlon that cuze I want to sell mine for a profit. Worth it!

A doeen different VD's, pre-#54; yours for $2.50., Most or all are 12 pages in
Jength, but there 1s some pretty decent resading in some of ‘em.

Does anybody have any old "Tom Corbett, Space Cadet" books to eell me? I need
#Il's 71- and in the serles. '

od for hobby newcomers who want
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2130 an
3130 am
3145 am
4400 am
Ls1is an
4530 am
5100 am
5130 am
7100 am
7:03 an
7104 am
7305 an
9100 am
10500 an
11500 an
Noon
12:15 pm
12120 pm
12:30 pm
12:45 mn
12:5 m
3:00 mm
3115 mm
3130 pm
3135 m
4345
5:00
5:01 mn
5:02 mm
5103 m
5105 mm
5106 m
5110 m
5:15 ma
5116 m

The Deer and Elk Hunt 30
by Joan Extrom

Alarm rings
Hunting partner arrives, drags you out of bed
Throw everything but the kitchen sink into piekup
Leave for deep woods
Drive bYeck home to get gun
Drive liko hell to get to woods before daylight
Set up camp. Realige you forgot tent
Head into woods
See B deer and elk
Take alm and sgueece trilgger
"CLICEK"
Load gun while watching deer and elk go over hill
Head back to camp
Still looking for camp
Resllze you don't know where camp is
Fire gun for help. Eat wlld berries
Out of bullets, Just as 8 deer and elk come back
Stomach feels strange
Realize you ats polison herriles
Rescued!
Rushed to hospital to have stomach pumped
Arrive bteck at camp
Head into woods
Return to camp for tullets. See partmers elk
Load gun, head into woods |
Empty gun on a squirrel {:hat’ 8 bugging y»u
Arrive at camp. See deer and elk grasing there
Load gun
Fire gun
One dead pickup truwck
Hunting partner returns to camp dragging deer
Repress strong desire to shoot hunting paxrinsr
Take plckup, leaving pactner and his deer and elk behind
Englne dies because of hole shot in it

Start walking



5,20 pn  Stuntle and fall, dropping zun in mud

5330 mn  Meet bear

531 pz Take aim

5132 pm  Fire gun, blowing up barrel plugged with mud
533 pn Secream in fright and run

5135 pr Climd tree '

9:00 pm  Bear finslly departs

Midnight Homs at lsst

Sunday Watch football game on ﬁv.,:, slowly tearing hunting ilcenve into 1iitle pleces
and placing them An an envelope with a note to tho Game Warden with very
clear instructions on where ic put then

Distant past Write classic articls on hilarious hunting expedition

Recert past Send artlcle to BRUX. Perpetuzte hunting controversy in VD
Present BRUX types up articls. Sends it out with sine. Coos with delight
Rear futwe Four free lssues of s1lly sine have affized selved to sud

Ton Ways to Spot a Computer Expert
1. Does he talk a lot abouthardware" wlthout being able to ieli the difference
between a gasket and a hexagonal lug nut?

2. Does he often use the word “baich”, while falling to follow it with the phrase
"of cooklies"? ¢ : i

3. Does he claim to know saveré:l ~languages”, nons of vhich are taught by the
Berlitz school? .

4. Does he often use the expre"seion "garoege 1n ~~ grxhbage out"” even when he i
not eatlng at the cafeteria? i .

5o When playing caxrds, does he turn pale and shudder each time someone says
“suffle the deck"? ) !

6. a) Does he print a lot, us.tng capital 1etﬁ§:‘q? b) Doea he spell fumny,
taking worés like "eat™ and “sguare; rooi" and naking then into "KAT" and "SQRT™: .

7. When asked to name his favorite “program”, deces he choose RANDU instead of
Happy Days? ‘

& While wmaking Chrisimas wreaths out of computer cards, does he stop to read
what they say?

9. If you tell him you've ruptured a"iisk”, does he ask what was stored on 1t?

10. Does he say "line” or "queue"? Whereas most people Bay “ilne™, an expert
will say “queue"; you can take this as g cue that his line is aonputers.




How I Did Its The Bouserules Saga 32
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I Know You Probehly Couldn®t Care Less,
But Tet Me Milk Some Last Publlcity From This, Okay?

by Steve "Cupcake" Knight

FREE AT LAST, FHEE AT LAST! THANK GAWDAMIGHTY, I'M FRES AT LAST! I can®t quite
belleve 1i, but they're finally published and sudbject to public scrutiny., In order to
satliafy the curiosity of the two or three of you out there who are surely wondering
how one goes about such e massive hobby service {and make no mistake about that; I, for
one, liks to conaslder tryirg to make the infamous VD houserules a bit, wm, less
unwieldy a3 valuable a hobby service as I'm ever likely to perform), and also try to
squeeze a few more free iasuss out of BRUX, I°11 set down a trief (?) history of the
trials and tribulations accompanylng the task, At least then I wor't have to repeat
myself if anybedy actually asks.

I generally knew what I was getting into when I volunteered to do the ediiing, dbut
was stlll reascnably confident that I could do a competent Job. I wouldn’t have
volunteerad, though, if I hednt been able to use my college®s timesharing syvatem for
the text processing. (For those of you who want the technical details, I did it all
on a DEC PDP-11/70 running UNIX V7, using Berkeley's "vi" text edltor ard a set of
“mroff* macros that I wrote for the cceasion.) Although I actuslly volunteered in
Maxch, I wasn’t going to be ahle to start the project until school got cut near the
end of May. Ibo between, I began receiving amall sympathy notes and sosberly-worded
wighea along the lines of "good luck -- you'll need 1t!* mostly frim my compatriots
in RIGEL.

Once school ended; I began the actual editing process by i1yplng in the old
houserules verbatim, snd using that copy to note where amendmentis applisd, and to
ldentify where areas ovarlapped or where a sectlon was covering too much ground. I
had already declided o try a format that mimicked the Rulebook, at least for the finsi
copy that BRUX s=aw, since the format would be easiest to change later if he didn®t
1ike 1it.

Trying to decide on an crganization scheme, however, hrought up an issus with which
I wrestled quite a bli -~ how much xight did I, as an editor, have to impose my own
ldeas on BRUK*s houserules? I think that I wase ultimately euwccesaful in avolding
changing the content, of course, even though the first copy which BRUX eaw read to ne
llke Steve XKnight trylng to rip off Linsay's housemiles, lnstead of someone merely
sditing the real McCoy:. But if an editor bas as free a hand as I did in a project this
large, that editor is gelng to havéa a large irflusnce on the flaver of the outcone,
even if the content remains falrly well unacgthed) An exampls of this was the lack of
a usual "Miscellaneous" section, I wms mretty much convinced that when you're trying
to de as comprshensive as FRIWKX does, a "Mlecellancous" ssction lan’t worthwhile. That
1s, people trying to use the HRs will gll have different ideas atout Jjust what is and
i1an’t a miscsllaneous topic, and taere will Pe a fair amount of thumbing through
various other sections before actually checking under "Miscellanecus.” Hence, I
stretched and squeezed to iry to make gach toplc fit somewhere in the grund scheme,
end hoped that it would at least appear to be in gome poherent order after I did so.

If memory serves me correctly, I worked on ny ii,irst version off and on for a iittle
wnder four weeke, spending ahout an houwr a day on'the average, usually when I had a
spere moment away from working on the programming I was doing. Eventually, I finally
beat them into a shape that was at least presentable for a first draft. I was, howevex,
quite nexvous about malling the firat copy to BRUX; for all I knew, I just wasn't goirng
to be on the right track for what he wanted done with his His. I must have told him
half a dogen times in my accompanying letter not to hold back on making correcticns
and changes -- they were HRs, after all. Paranoid? Well, I'm certainly no stranger
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1o that state of mind. Among other things, I dld want to avold appearing prssumpticus
for actually suggesting all of these changes in the ballowsd VD HEs, and I wasa’t at
all suxre how far was too for.

Fortunately, I got word via the beck of VD #80 that BRUK at lessi approved of ihe
firet version, ani I awalited hls revisions, anticipating a long session of exchanging
drafts anl changes. By tiat time, I had attendsd MadGon I and wes thinking of attending
Dipglon. UQune of the ressone thet overcame my epprebension at spending the necesssry
bucke wes the thought of hand~delivering the next draft to BRIK. Unfortunately,
catching my bus entalled ny usuel last-minute frantic imitation of s headless chicken,
and s crash of our ususlly reliable PDP-11/70 at a most inopportune time meant that I
couldn't get it printed befors lsaving for Detroit. This was not the last delay that
these HRs sawi After returning from Orlgins, my schedule hit the fan as I tried to
Juggle my summer Job at St. Olaf, hunting for a caresxr-type Jb, and finishing up aome
academic requirements on which I was someihat tardy. -Hence, I didn't get the next
version printed and mailed to BRUX and Mark Berch (who BRUX had asked to raview the
work-in-progress) untll sarly August. MNalling, of course, was not time-consuming,
but the printing was a different story. The jrinters I was using (¥EC spinwritera)
took batwsen 45 seconds and a minute per page, and I tried to use them late at night
(afier midnight) so that I at least wouldn't appear to be avoiding my other work.

By that time, the houserules were getiing large snough that I found it extremely
hapdy to use an outlipe 0 find the sectlions for which I was locking. Espechally
since Mark would be seeing the whole mess for the firat time, I included the cutlins
in that second copy, mentloning to BRUX that I wouldn’t ineclude it in the £inal without
his say-ss. I'm giad that he found it as useful ae I did, Although I'm certainly not
unbiased, right now I think that the outllne is & major saving grace, at least cutiing
down on the amount of thuebing that needs %o be done to £ind such-and~-such a section,

Unfortunately, my delay in mailing that next draft weant that they arrived in
Alexandsria about the same time ae Joshua Berch, so I inadvertently introduced an extrs
delay in that way, It wouldn't have mattered very much from my standpoint (I was
milling to take any traak I could geti) except that I had accepted my curvent Jjob in
Reston, Vixrginla, near the end of August, and nesded to get tha final draft printed
befors I moved in late September, Hence, BRUL sent the final changes (inciuding such
things as the “Greater Good" rule) o my parents’ home in Minneapolis Just thyee doy:
before I wms to fly to Virginis, allowing me just enough time to drive back down to
Northfield, edit in the {inal changes, and print 4wo coples, With moving prepexations
and whatnot, however, I had to ahelve the necessary trip to the pest office to mall
ther to BRUX until I arrived here. )

S0 now they’re pullished, out, and in all of yoyr hot little handa, ready to be
ignored. Looking back, I think they turned out decently, but heck, I°m pre judlced.
There sre mincr alip-ups (such as af least two typdp on the last page, I kunow), of
course, and things that I maybe shofld have done other waya, tut [ suppose I can live
with that, BSo what now? Well, I’m: not esger to repeat the experiencas vary soon,
although I did enjoy this project apd 4o get a kick out of all ihe notorlety that's
been assoclated with it. ' N : '

I am, however, golng to keep an electronic copy of the houserules on the computer
with which I cwrrently work ~- it may very well coqp in handy in anothsr four years,
when there are another 80+ amendments to incorporatp. In the meantime, it°s just as
well that ny 1life 1s my own once azggin, I°'ll Jjust jurn the stage back to BHUX and
the HRs, and leave this whole affaix with the dublous distinction of belng The Crazy
Son of a Bitch Who Bdited Linsey*s Houseruvies -~ and Lived to Tell About It.

{(Supertly dons, Cupcake! TYou get six free issues and still more notoriety for
writing this artlols. And, you are toco harsh on yourself. You did a g% Job
of editing and organizing, and I thank you for it. I couldn’t have done “Job
nearly ae sell as you did it. Nor, I think, could anyone else.))
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Doomie of the Year, 1983 34

This is the official amnouncement of the Doomle of the Year contest for 1483. The
vinners in previous years were Bob Olsen in 1980, Garry Hamlin in 1981, and Alex lord
in 1982, Previous winners may not win, though essays about them will bve cheerfully prinicd.

For newcomers in the audience the object of this contest is tc write a humerous,

satirical, or just pilain light-hearted easay sbout the perscn who you feel deserves tias
titls, "Doomie of the Year, 19837, The subject of your article may be any perscn xhe
has been mentioned prominently in VD over the course of the last year, and the article
should stress in some way his or her involvement. From among the entries raceived,
1 wil) choose a first prige and a second prize, and print these as well as possilly
others. First prise will recelve four free imsues of VD, while second will receive
fiva free issuesl The authors get the isseues, not the subjects of the articlas. 7The
deadline for this contest is Friday, December 30, 1984.

Who ¥ill bte the winner in 19837 You declde!

Mark Paul, for making ue 211 laugh while tearing apert today's games compailes?
Roth Qlaspsy, for sharing with BRUX a love for little fwrry puppy dogs?

Bich Rellly, for writing the Dbest press ia recent VD memoxy?

Jake Halverstadt, for doing such a great Jjob with Presidential Politics?

B4 Wrobel, for doublae-ordering his unlta?

Kevin Stons, for glving BRUX the Adea to enclose sand in your envelopes?

Steve Knight, for slaving over the housarules for a whole summer?

Eric ¥ane, for plcking up the oniy win In VD this yeaxr?

BRUX himself, for running silly contests like this one and being a general weirdo?
Rod Walker, for having twp articles rejected hers in the paat year?

Samatha Corbin, for refusing to talk to BRUX on the phone?

£ F & ¥ ok ¥ %X * ¥ %k X

Oz maybe it'1l be someone else -~ Mark Bsrch, Kathy Byrne, Ty Hare, Chuff Afflerbacth:.
John Kelley, or who knows? Why, it could even bz Glover Rogerson! That's up i3 you
readers. Get out those pans and start busting on your favorite Doomie now!

And remember, it's all in funm.

BRUX

Bruce Linsey
73 Ashuelot St., Apt. 3
Dalton, M4 01226
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Your sub eipires with issue # %



