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Anybedy mind 4Ff I sheiter abeut nothing for & whole pege? Good. Leotas of poop
going on in tha hobby lJatsly. DBear with we.

hpclogies and all that: this 18 goling to be a small issue, Prise 35 right, though,
8o don'y evmplain Wwo nuch or "1l doop & copy of my houssrules on your head. Oh, and
since this is o freeboo, I'n golng to send sach of my Duropean traders s soupie of »id
back lsewec Lo sonpensats, John Mavsdor becomes a Doomie once agaln with this issus
ef%er a soveral-ysar hiatuay I juet recaivod a couple of Ddes in the mall fuowm him &
I figuze we'ze trading sgadn, Ny trade itotel ls fiver VD isnt iraded fur imeriecan or
Canadlan sines.

Of nols in thls isesue 1s the Shep Rose lettesr, wherxein the welter dsfeonds himsell
againat rocent Mark Derch ntitacke in finlomacy dorld. Changed s coupls of places io
uis lotler Srom "Volue of Doom™ %o “Poy Sippl Mppi® since it appeared that's wiat he
ssant: the reust is photscopled voerbatlme. Jeat of the stulf you sadists keep serdiig
e will o held ovar t1ll the upcomipg amid-monthly issue, due gut abortly, s¢ din't
panls 1T you sent me something that lan®t in nexe.

DIORRT MIMINDERY That spscisi Doonle on whem you dospersteoly sent o Infliat
e housr (7} wf Joople ol the Year sannst possibly win enisss you get ysur usalsatien
W by the CeadTlue of Tevember W, 1982 [T sald B4 last lesus). Stop Jevidng arcund
and weice that susay Bow.

Jake Haiveratadt roceatly dubbed Y0 ihe "oiflelal Diplomady sino of Klgh Flaine
Gongy,” and T heoeby yetuzn the vospliment, JUIG is e efficlal Prosidential Poilties
sine o ¥D. On an unrelated noto. 1 erved lasi isawe ia atirituiing the hunsing
ariiele w Joaor she nad dug it up out of hor filas: touched 4t upy and sent It o my
for priant. Just hed o menticn this in cass auyone was lasing any sleep over it...

Fom poll froske, Gary Coughlan iock Best Zine in the Maweo Poll (welll, sotusliy.
his zims 414, Jathy Byine wou Best Flayer in the Whitestonds Foll, and lob Olsen
won Dost Wrltevw. 4LL very deseiving winmers, though the writer wall foatured aush
emilie as Woudy rlacing abead of Fandeliph and me Yeating ocut Chudf. Ch, weld.

Great Idsa of the Menth and Quote of the Moontn bwth come from Toryy Taliman‘s
latest North Seslih, Yesy Gsurgs. Great idac is aalled "Deadwood Roulsite™, whersin
Terry selpocts une of hiv Holos of Silsnce essh izsus snd gives the lucky wirnner &
sholeo botwoen writing copething fox bin next issue or gotiing thrown of? the sud list,
1 den’t think 1t°d ge over %00 wll in VD, Wt for & zine that doean’i gonernts much
responoe {row the andlence, why not? IT you 2un®t inepize "em, twist thelr arms a
Bit. I eupposs, The Orest Quoto mae part of Terry's glowing plug for my recent aunishe
"Sadly very 1itide of it wus new material®. K, folks, where did yuu copy &ii thoss
20+ articioe from, anyway?

I den®t think Terry 1ikes me very much.

Speeking of the unnlsh; lote of folks have aeksd how long it %ook. yE ususlly
takes me arownd on hour per poge (all told, not Just the typing), €o tha antmr’s
sumawhere ayound 170 houre. ¥Whish is just a 1itile over a weal, &o 1t wmsn’t all
that mich work aftor 812, Cost? I don’t want 0 figwre 1t oud &z 1911 proimbly be
appalled at the resuli. I'vo got ome spare copy left Hut oould melke up mors in a alnch,

Some of the strategy articles tharsin scom to have titillated ths Tarnsles of cartain
roadare. by the way, so I might a5 well mention Rendolph Smyth ae the insplretien for
the soxt of atufl I've hesn writing lately. Fol 31 Fie used to run excallent play-of-
the-game type acticlos, streusing tho negoilsilonal sspacts of playing rather than
tacticn. Aside frow the guality of the writing itdelf, that's what avirected e 80
to Randeliph'e axticles., The enly Amerivas sine whioh censistently features articlse
on the psycholeglical aspects of the game is Midlife Orisis. so X figure Ivil be filling
sonowhgt of 8 vold by golng in that directlon. Compents pro or con?

I bad anchevies on ny pizse last weekend. '

Steve Hultton caxlled to say he's a definite for BRUKCON, and Ty Here dropped &
iine to ths eifect that his territles fave mey show up t0o, from Califvrnila. Maybe
1% won't te ancther ByrneCon. but you oughta try and get here anyuay. Outta Toom
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Gama-~end Chaxrt:

lsol 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09
AUSTRIA 5 s "% 2T A - - - Camey 1982X
BWCTLAND 5 5% & 4 4 & 45 8 6 Zine: ”he Yoice of Denm
FUANCE & 8 6 3 9 a8 5 A 4 GHa Bruce finsey
GrpmMaNY 5 & 3 4] - - - - - '
TTRLY o4 s R4 b 4
RUSSIA & B g ig 12 13 12 13 18 wins!
TURKEY b % 5 5 5 5 & 3 1

Cast of Flayerss

AUSTATAs  Uim Tyncn (out 1905\

ENCLAND: Mark luarte _

FRANCR: Jeff “ote {resigned § 'C3), Pat Conlon

CZRMANY: Lanny Myors ?dropped S 702), Brian Orloff {out 1904)
ITALY: Craig Cameron {rasigned 8 '08), Edmmnd Jedry

RuUsSI4s  Eric Kuane %wan 1909}

TURKRY: DBd Wrobel (resigned Su '06), Rob Schmunk

End Gawe Stabaments:

Pzt Conlon (standby for FRANCE)s How that NEPIUWE has ended, Eric Kano can take &
vacation, revitalize those creativs Jjulces, and veturn with the three prea-quels to
Retwrn of the Cessacks. But never will he grasy the evey-ginsive Oblewan-Conlouf

The presa 1A what nede Lhis gane worth looking at. Theld were soue lraginative and
hMisriouws velesses, Toflulialy ome of the most enjoyable press ssaea Y0vs teen ing

On the boaed, this sus a mest boring war. ¥o curprisss or izsglsstlion heye, 1
sepported Glofd al) the @y, nutil he ceuld U5 2liminated ontirely. Thou, 7 suggesisd
the idoe %o Kane ard in ote ssason Cevsany wert Jrom 3 to Q. Bul thet = the end
of the pellun.

A #tup-the-loader plilance wae Auly forved. But Dusxte conilnued hie exzatic pli.
Ang two qritdeal opzors Wy Turkey kopt Fussia on o 30)ll in the south, 4&fter a oemgu
of gaipe-years of Dueite’s intrawnigenos, shy chance to siop the lesdeor wes gons. &o
why drzg 4% cut? The masult wae Anovitabls. A geme lo2es muoh of Lis gppeal when
ihe handwrdting 1o o the wll.

Bless that press. It we like :mm on pOrTiigs.

Exie RUSSIA): My firse postul wine. It sesas £4tting somshow that 4% should
oore ¥ mmwsﬂtgmwmypmmzﬂmawmmma
Tuel An Andnin, Sure, I kosw that weveral HEPIULE plsyers ware Toosiving Anduin, So

I umed thnt to my sdvantese. This m a fenvastic gene, In my opinlon. The ITORS waR
superb, dwie was a fely amount of negetlating, and the CMing, tiough scrowhet
aontroversial, was superd in that Myucle wa nover iato and hexily ever made ¢xTors.
Ard of courss the gams wee dovhly ratielyipg {or me in that I won, Hers's a bLlow-uy-
Blow desaripticn. (Sexry, folks, I'm gorin toot wy own hezn hexe for a while. Give
e a traak, mﬂ&ht altar ma it 3.5 2y Tirat Wﬁm mnoeo}

This wet ons ~f thoso gorsd wWwre overyLaing want pights I bandly conld have done
bettar if I had been oxdaving evauyons®s units Zox them. Anywuy. I slarisd subding w
YD with iesue #56. #57 anncunced gane opsnings snd I somt in, asking for Rusainm as T
had yet to play At postelly. The semowiart came $o #58. K4 end 1 wewe playing togetha
in & gaune ia Bushwgoker (we c3ill ave, u8 & maticr of faodt) ut I wns Swedan and he wae

Tuxrkey, a0 we hardly sver ocmpanioated, Ihs&mtmxm{ig%ﬁgmgglmﬁmn .
{ng 7 oeptinves nuxt pass i
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Jafi Noto's naws mentioned in othor wines. As for Exngland, Italy and Austzda, I kuusw
nething of <hom suf assuzed {hem 3¢ be “BRUXY novices, a point I would later uee to
ey edvasiege. Anyway. sy initia) negotiaticns wera bighly succemsful. 1 propused an
/T sweep-the-board alliance %o Bd; and he scoapheds. I alec proposed s 2ecoed gamy-
long sllience to Fxenos, o ba revealad later, England wrovte sore than most of tho
othars, 20 I ot on wall Ash him, and sincys he wed a novioe; [ afferad wudvivs s
test 1 oould, I tyied to be honest with hirm and at the semn time tried Yo ged him on
sy sids, exd Do agresd. Gersaay nover wwote, Austris only wrots onws, and Italy
sonstantly coaploined that I mevar wrate. Tough.

Bpring 1502 comem in #60, and thinge weally eculdn®t have gone tetter. I wunced
Wik Tuxkey io Amwsnia (2 1ittle fake wei dssigrad to bopefully comfuse the board a
it and ¢o inouve suvtual trust), I succesafully Smvade Gal end Garmany dosan’t zo o
Yen, losuring that I wAll ged Swe in the fall. And even twiter, the weist ia a mess;
Eogland 42 1n the Choxme) and Ceveany and Franos hevs bounced in Pux. I osu pink and
shotee my ellisze thoze! Parhape the only imd thing to happen in the acecon is that
Tialy opao with 2 jepaate, and 48 definitely pro-Awstrian. Of oourme, this isn't
antimly bad, a8 Italy w11l siow Turkey wuhils Ruszia hardly suffors fxok this alliaucs
{ad Jsmst pot dtrestly). So 2ax, so good,

Pall dceun®t go quite ao woll. Twrksy and I make snall tactiosl exvors; oe
Gowpntt atlack Gre and I gucased incorceetly abrut Bud ant Vie. I should hawe supparted
Amtrian A Sex-Fud, This would have laft iustris at thyee, and virtually desd, Xd'a
istake ¥23 Alnexcusabls, but I gusss wo w1l naln sentel srrors.

1ove got tngland sating out of 2y harnd sud I convinoe him to buldd P Lyp and F Lou
ard o atteck France. Gersany KBRe snd thus signe biz own doath warsent. In 8 Q2.
sustzda, Tialy and Russls converge on him. though bot in a consorted efford (at least
aot rotwoss me and thea, I wad moviog o» 34 co that I oould got ints Bob next yeayr,
honent! ). Surlpg 902 twings =everal othar surprises, B awd ¥ sasx to have sade up
and fagland takes Mol whils Prance sceas on Italy (1), Germany now has five araniss
Wt give Uxleff (the new Gorman player) aowe cradit, e 414 mauage Yo gel some peuple
off his bucke I hove nothing dut presgact for hism (mot o mention the kuifs I latex
planied in his teck!}. Anyway, vow the famoue FEFTUNE oonteoversy stexta, I talk at
langth with B4 and finally ocme up with & sweLive way of taking Greeod and holding.
Of course, RY ¢rrer come in uwnderestimating the epomy. 1 &idn®s recken with Bruss'o
Houeeguloalii! Yup, B&UX knooked Ed right out of Grweots, and wder id vellied foul,
Brues Lid behind his Hes {yu goiite give him credit for at lewst chiooring & good hiding
place; we®d pever £ind him thexe!}. Anyway, I didn®t mind sushg with a 1ittle
work I aouid use the event to my adventsge. It I wisd £ wdght glopy with Ed to
insure His etermal gretitude. I oven etaried up the contxoversy in Anpduin to add fusd
40 the fixs, I honestly belisved st 1 w8 cayling, and §t41) ddscgres ¥ith the
ruling,; but I%a glad it bappened! The zest of the Zall gooo well for me, France
chenges directions end sttacks England while I silp into Bud and Hwy, growing tw B
1 clain that taking Xwy =ne s sisteke, and had thoustt ho wan ocorweying 1t awey (Jus®
as 136, guys; but England eats it up). So now I wva aliied with Franoce indirectly.
Brg Gmgxmy(ﬁaciwmcﬁ;gmﬁcﬁmmmysmxmmtmm
Knowing a8 all good 13ttie iussiss fmow thet to wip requires fleets in the morth, I
wlld F StP(ne) and plan to stab Cermady by ahifting ovexhthing towards him. I med
surs if thiz was a g00d awe. Rogland and Fruoce were fighting and X had egreed tw
attack Englsvd 4f Cexmany satiached Fransy, whioh he sgvresd 4o 4o, Howver, I ot
gresdy and eaw I oovld sein rore by stabbivg Germawy. Nz moves oul sl I wove in.
Sigh... Hommwhile, italy olevarly comwoys hie A Ten-aldy progrsse in the Bulkans ie
going slow but we're mcving, Thlugs ave going nioeir ia the serih, {hough, and then
tha unexpected heppevs agein: Jeff Hoto resizns a8 Freack and in cupss Patl Conlen
who impodiately cxgunizes o #top b ivadsy (me) slifange. He pulls back from Baglend,
who by the way 18 the next o fesl BRI s %uife. Yup, Ws ole BEUAQ strikes ayain =8

VINETTURY oevddoues sest gage 1)
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Duarto tries in valn to oxdex ¥ Fol S Rel, F Bel 8 Hol. Helweally one cannot

a provinee. now can ome?!  Actuelly, I ae o GH aleo imsist thet units da labelad
ocorrectly, but I 43dn%t tell the Engliah player that., I told him he hed Ay eympathies
Wt golng to an cabundspan would be a wasie of time ~ he night as well Just avenge the
loss over the hoard; ord get Sonlon back. However, he was wore kvopn on getiing Hwy
tack; ev [ prepurecd for the wemet. By now, though, things were golog well in the
Balkanc, at least for me. Turkey, wfoxtwalely, had gusssed wwong and ussted un
entire sesson. Something that a Turk oan 111 afford to do.

In 190%, Bagland got Hwy Seok, but GCermsny was olimineted. Cno dowr, Franos,
howover, had growm {0 S apd I horently felt he tad a gocd ohance of winming the ganse.
I Engiend kept up his atiack on me, apd Xtuly end Avstria contimwd to resisdy, the
vest I ooudd hope To wao & (yechh) d-uay doex. I {hus suradised that my only chante
ws to tali extensively to the English player. Afder all, I hedn’t really evsr
stabliod bin, hod I? 4nd X 444 elininets the Gormens, &idnot X7 And 1t weant me who
had taken Bel, and hod been mibthling off sy aldies, wms 117 Lo awd beheld, At woxked:
Su at the cost of only Nuye T bad England snd France at cach othex's throats againl
Az for the scath; I wae 63111 gemilinely silied with Turkey, and liod vacated Sexbda iz
him 80 he 2ouwié catch wp & DAt to ma. VUnlortumately Zor BEd, Italy bounoed him
cut of Barlia An both ihe epxing amd fall, so I . At ithe emd of 1905, 1 van
st 12 and Turkey was GoL1l &t 5. Auwctria uvas out, Itely wean®t moving, and England
and France were Tighting tosth and aail. Hy only problem, I saw, was thad
Torkey 2ight be afraid that 7 was too far shoead for HAR to ever catch upe S0 I cgldl
up Bd and sweaxr up and down thet he oun even have Rui, anything to ksep the allisnse
aldve, But to wy uwitor shock, Bd muggesis that I stab hip, sioe hie oub is
up and v lns no Antention of sending Baune any moxe momay. Well, whe an I to
down a win, eh? What osuld poseibly go wrong with the rest of the tosxd in ite
etate? So with the 8 006 muves, I declexed wmr on all the rszaining matdons and
to tho Rlack See, o8 woll o8 wing my atieck on Snglamd, I might point out tha
this time, Sngland and X hed regotiating protty heavily, and I wes suitadbly
amsed by o latier I prased to me from Conlon. Conlion literally ozllod me the best
Diplémecy player avex! In bout way, wind you (*Why should Kane®a 1iss be mors
belisvable sow? You uvaw wbat bappened vhen Geznany txusted hial®, ots.). I might
also point out that at this time, Itely was BRUX"a noxt victim, Yss, the poor sap
tried to reiroat his A Alb off the bomxd, whioh is, of ocwae, impossilie durirg a
wintar sesson! One mmeti always unite i vintor, and them 1n sutusn
and susaer! Fartumtely foz T A furthest untt from A ALD, 80 Brwoa
was kind erough to Temove 1% for hime ((Sliglt cormection; YD dcesn’t use the
"farthast fyrom home” tule, vinee it §s texribly aabiguous. A AlL w8 soaoved under
hho%ghcmamhwhemoitmmt;oﬂylmmwmmd
firel in alphadstice) srder!}) Anyway: I°m all zet %o reveive the fall moves, compieis
with Twrkey’s evecuation of his boms s whon I 2ind
sepazated by player pequest! How b aight not seem the :
ut to = it wes disssies! 34 bed fexmally xeaizned that iurnm, and 80 wns replaced fox
the fall acves!ilt! That cre scuson®s sdvantege could mean 2 end of me, Ch wall,
shat oould go wrong, eh? DEvexything: wendt weengs I took a ganblo and lost, se
didn®¢ keep Trisatu,; Turkey roiraeated {rom Italy and took Sar in ouehenges for Ank,
and I gueskad wrong in Gerzany sgeingt France, thus glving his the uppsr hand there.
England and France had meds pesoo, apd the new Itplien playez was dolng an awful 1ot
of damege Ny ovzanicing spother otop-the-landor slllanes. 3411, I 4id galn a oceuier
nd 8o ws st thirteen, swhon I started looking foxr stadexato 1ino8...

1907 saw the weent of ny foaxs xealisnd, I lost Swe and Den, and dldn't galn any
Sround sgaluet Turkey o IFf. I was down to 12, and Exgland hod tws bullds., The
Mammsnmmwmumg?mzmu;m
fortune dngland bullt two flogtis! And wimi®s move, France NNRs!ill St431 a

({EEPIUNE contimws next page))
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shance to wind Thie is wheve the game tock 1te final turn, and entexrsd 1ts last
vhaszse, I don’t imow wiy, tut when Comdon neturned in the fall, he stabled Englant!
I can only suess that what sust have csoouxred i that Inarte weote Conlom o nesty
latter seuiding nin for Kifting, ard Conleon got plsesd and tore it uwp. With England
ad Frenve back at wer, 1% was now Just & Zctiter of tims...

But wali, onoe agein T hod neglected the IRNZ factor! The game endad An s fittlng
Wy, with EUX glving the now Turkey a laste of what 1t0anmwpmmmm
leaguss. and he surewsd Ingland once moxe fox good meesure, by disallscwlng "F Boglamd
to Pre', Ohoesh, you?d think thess guys would lesrn how te write thely ordexo after
9 yoars of thisi! 7 wonldn®t huws wanted o win the game any other way... Uhich
mings up the next quanlion, %I%Ihwa gons on 40 wdan maxt yosx? Or would N/F make
up and cora o thelx senese? land still kept tullding flests, ao I thivk it's
mfsiowthutmmvmhutglmlﬁn%mmm Alsg; I mmﬂnw
5uills ooming. ard by thic time France wus in o position to 4o me ary I
¥eenth goling . gob any further dn Xialy, Wit thawe ware othor camiseys tn w gradbocd.

S9c this e 2 fun goms, full of vontroversy, poecs, and good taeticel hattles, Mot
w mention Ww dinlezatic side of At, 2nd wwt have we lsermed from mu game, chijdren?

dell, Loz ous thing, BENKOs ONing defintiely
than othe GMs. He%s soxt of 1iks an oighth player.

Yat, atlll {ihis ia camio for one to think. Ioss this bare the game? Ithlnkmto
Fex do I foel ihat 1t makes V Mamgm(enlyinuwatnntmﬁwmp
rot as fax v labeliog ganos
anothor YD game in @ saoond, andmamt‘m: it fas
game:. The resson i3 sipple, JHiuse is vexy ut.rﬁ.ﬁt abmt interpreting orders. tell,

1 NEVES MISHROTE A SIFGLE ORIER during the ontire gume. As a matter of fast, X dont
ballevs thet I bhove over aisordered & single wmit, not in postal play. And it"s not
that T chack and reeheok Ry orders 2ix cr soven times. I gwees it ovomes from playing
chees & 1oi, and recording mndreds of games, low England hed ¢ oouple of wlip-ups,
France 414 cnoe ox twice, So 4id Cerwany vhils he wes arowmd, and Itndy, and f course
Turkoy, Who will ewsr Jorget wbat some have salled poesibly the most ridiculous
lnternretation of a 2ot of exdare, KVER; what othore have oalled a work of genlum;

and il othexs have labeled purely silly? How many peges wexe apant debating/

Aescussing apd Jokiag cwer this svent? How pany noeas were writter about 1t? How
maly.no. well, you get the ploture. B¢ to get mek to sy ooneludiing point, 4 I cmn
negotisio Dettar than othar playors, that ahouid be to my adventage. If 7 can lie and
stab better than othex players cen, that shenld be to my sdvantege. 4nd 42 I oan
write ay owdere bettar thun other players can, thit should Y % ay sdvaniagel I
sarry thet this is rather leongthy, und even sorrier that it 12 20 disjoistad, hut
mtmtmﬁ’ﬂtamtmmo I%1)1 ond this with some comonts abouil ths  psthers
Playerss

Tim Lyash: IAda"t nagotiats encugh, AldnOt lest long omovgh.

Craig Censrons Olmoortous, but obwiously o good ally. Though wst minds..

Edmund Jadry: FBatier luek next time,

Rodb Shauoeks How you spal). your nase?

Jeff Notor Wrote s Mmmumwmmupmmmm
direction to go.

Fat Comlont Good playex; I have nothing but wespect for him,

Mark Dunris: Haz good poienmtial. I hope ho learnsd seme thinge from this gses.
He's got to learn not to be obnoxlour whmn hea upset, Think bafore you writs,

Larny Mysre: Anyors remember hin? IMRE out, shich is of scurse the ultimate sin,
Especialiy in ¥D! 84111, the clxrowmstancos wera Blightly exitemmiing, so we'il forgive
hin, hey?

Brian Orloff: Not iwmd, you could do oome work oa otrategy, though, Amd of COUTEe. ..

Ed wrobtel: Things finelly wekod out, B4! In glsd that you and Brudie ave

{ (MEPIURS conbioues nevd: page))
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{riends agnin, and you amwmmmm You Just got the
toush twesks, thai’s
metﬁdmwmmwmmmw I propozed some
BT St e, ot o
o an gam you to¢, BRUX. I hope you don’t have any tad
feadings about azy of tbis, M«mﬂrmmm 18 Sa jost,

'msothmkwufo:the unity to play in YD, NEFTIME
o' I want to agein and if you ever have an
of coursei I feel that I England pretiy

mﬂtwaﬂha&mhowlmmwummamn you csre to share it.
I really can®t thank you snough for lnviting ws to play in ¥D through your Supernova
packet api snooursging copment savly on.

My congratulations to Eric Kers. Rric, you played consltently well throughout and
offored me, Ly axample, & clear ides of what a gocd Diplonacy player can bz, You liod
convinoingly amd supported appropristely. You opencd boldly apd followed with ovor-
increasing momentun. PFine play, congratulatiocns, and ithauks for the lossonsd

I ballsve this geas containod meveral mejor factore; thave wers significant player
changes in all ocountries except Brzlsod and Russia {(ond Austria)), Alliances shifted
and £211 apert acooxdingly o esch new player injoctad their plans.  Ploking up the
pleces was the situation for moat of tho won-Russinn playors in this game, I “wu.ws
the Englich-Frenoh-XItaliann front could have worked, thy 414t it? Focauss thuwe
strong perscmmlities were lxought tegether too lote in the gams to develop any txusi.
Fat inherited s situstion from Noto of facing off with England, I thought thet Pat
mhmthMQwath!a@uo 1t avay when 1t @idn®t go Just
the way hs wanted it 0. Too bad. I figure thut cach of us wanted 4o do reasonauly
w11, which reguires give and taks. I am suspicious of anyons who nays ho wanta to
*loed" . So I Yelleve a novics Bngland 414 pretiy wold with the experienosd,
prideful veterans in this game, We wrestled, end woxe defeated by a diligsnt Rusaia.
Iml:z:mnmmﬂuwmmﬂinifihuh&um Pot ahouldn®t
have q

¥hat is this Jedsy fellow raniing about? Ha had a vemsoneble position %o ploy, I
guees you just don®% Like ma, OK, 2o IPA1 look forward to getiliag to knour you better
DeXt ZaNeo Iwwmmnmwtﬁugmaﬂlhnwemammﬁ
the arunisl factore for the cloan Muesian victory., Jisly has s unique posiiion in thwe
siddle of this gane to help 2> et the oholio eepontum, Oralg, I wish you mwell,
Wharover you are.

S0 I feel very good about ay firvet PRM gams, and tho poople wiw I%e anccuntorads
Dipicmacy s ixuly a fasclinsiing gome and 1% looking formard Yo ;y naxt adveatuwa,
Hopefully, Bruoe, you?ll guwt into poenlog gescs acon oo the 1ittle boyinmmm
outsndp‘lnmuw ‘I‘hmkmvm meh sid untll naxt time, Shalom.

Rob S ata.nd for ?Mgg What ﬂththemdotthaqu&rur manu coupled

th a GPA in on dropping 255, 1 omn really lay btack and give this game
the sonsideration that I°d 1ike to, Suffice ;.t.muy‘ it was ay fixst gams in VD and

even though I cane in as a standby (thanks for giving me this shit poeition, BRUX),
I%vs Jearned quits a bit about national PEM Dippy. Of courss, as my final set of moves
and snothar earlier set showed guite aptly, pay attention 4o the dm gans and check
that your moves aze legal {ox at lezst what yau intend). Conseguently, I may have
gaincdanpuhuonmunzmuamohumckpup. Well, it may or. uynoth

((mmm continues next page))




NEFTUNE {(vontinuved) 8

trues I nead another chance to ba sure,

It was olwicus when I came into the gams that I was deomed wnleas everybody allled
against husalsa and knocked him doewn before ha took me out. Inovitably, the allisice
ceracked. for msnsons 1%11 have 1o reed ithe other endgame statemenis to f£ind cut. As
my demime came evor closer, my strategy Jjust became ona of surviving as long as
postible and weiting press reloases of such astonlshing litersry merit that Fane wmuid
back off elimlnating me s8¢ that he could see what I'¢ wrlte the next turn or two.
Alas, the gsame finsily ended, Tt X was £1111 on the toard. Though only a one-centar
powezr, I'd sccomplished my primery goal of llving %o see tha end of the game,

As for communications with ihe othor playsro: a failr amount with B4 and Pat,
nothing with Duayts and Ksns, Pretty much to be expocted, I suppose,

Hopge to cateh the reat of you in another gams someiime,

BRUX Linsey {GM): I really enjoyed NEPTUNE. To ma the game just seemed a confused
squabbic among all the powsrs ewcept Russla, who just laid back and collscied whatever
loose supply centers cams fiylng oui of the fray. The stop-the=leadar allisnce

dtdn"¢ hold up, 1t seermed to me, when Conlon got plsssd at Duarte®s nibhling in the
Face of o clear Russian threat, couldn't do auyihing about it, and finally aitacked
vack in frustration. Mayve I'we got 4t all wrong, tut that’s how it locked Yo me.
Turksy was the only one who aonalstsaly fovght to heop Fuselia down to sisw, and
e couldn®t do it on his own,

Eric i& wong, in ay opinion. ic day ihat my GMing affects the game more than that
of othar GHe. But you all Imow our viess on thai ¥y now.

I mey as wepdl point it cut now, bocsuss Olasn prohobly willd if I don®ts Rric's
wse of suduin as a vehicle for avguing is favor of Wrobels side of the deudle-ordaxs
dispute 1n ordsr to curyy his fevor was alarmingly BiUXian, ‘

Finaily, ono scre quick sndgame statemondo..

Bdmund Jedry (standby for ITALY)s eeccos-"ALL QUTEY ON THE MEDITERFARY FRONTI® N

OCRION 1982y

mmmmmmmmmmx

Sunmer 3110

ITALYs P Spa(se) » LYO :

Fall 1910 :

ENGLAND (Ansoff)s A PAn-STP (P NWY 8), F M1d-NAT, P Hug~NIH |
FRANCE (Bermott?)s NME! F ENG U, A BUR U, A SPA U, ¥ POR U, A MAR Y (4; T Gea, OTB)

GERMANY (Wittmond): A SIL-Psy Baz IN-}os, A Rura-BEL, F Nthe-EDI, F Bal-SWE
ITALY (Howarton)s F mﬁ'ﬁ' %m"’%r, i%ﬁ‘ LYC 3), A Tyo-VIE (A TRI S)

RUSSIA (Deyerlein)s A WAR K (gﬁ 5), ém%. A Ukp-SEV = _
ABDUATUMY, FRAP U, PTUR U, FRAF U

S%Gmta Chaxrts C ._ . : , :

N 8 o 1vp, Fid, Huy, SIP .‘ 3, Temove 1

ﬁmi' Pﬁf&a”?ﬁ. G k%; - ’ g’ Wild 2

|

TFALYs Ven, Rom, Gre, T ,'WD%IEE MAR ? aven

m’ m; m"S"p’ - 3pm1

TURKEY: Home, Bul, Sex, » Rum, ¥4, Fap, TUN 9, even

((ORION sontirves next pega)’



185 Row
Ludlow R4,
Prees:
Munﬂms I the face of silsnoe I have
no cholos Wut to T
1)'mmmm
aoh Zrom & moral of
Tut alseto give feoriun s polet
2) 7The liberation of This had to be tolexatad
in the past to fight . sald efomm, I cannot allow a
mtion of shopkeepore _ _ .
SCAPA FLOW ((via ENGLAND)): Rattray Head had beon passed to starboard just aftisr
daytreak, a dim shape in the blowing smist. The wind had risen to gale foroe, flinging
green walls of mater against the bridge windows and smoaning esrily in the signal

*Masthead lockout reporis smcke, boaring three one oh siri®

The conning officer snapped from his reverle and fingered the cap of the voice~
tube, "Port fifteen!™ And, in a slightly calmexr voice, "Messcnger —— my respects to
the Captain, and we have them in sight.” :

"Port fifteen on the whesl sir!®

"VYery good, Steady on three double-oh,” .

*Three double-oh, aye siri® S .

The laboring crulser swung slowly oa her heel and piowed forward towerd the ooniact,
Twenty minutes later, the Captain polnted his spyglass at the dark shape now vieibis
off the starbtoszd Mow. The waves lwoks against the distant hull as over a reof, and
above the grim mass of turrets and mounte the flag of Imperial Germany streamed in the
raocing wind, - - :

The Captain shut his spyglase with a onap. “Jend the signal,” he ordered, “and
get us Back to the main body."™ Withln ainutes the radioman was tapping out the cods,..

The Admiral logked up from his deski as ‘thes Plag Lisutenant entered.  “"Sighting - "

the Korwegian Sea Flest Scouting Forco.” :

R thon turned to the gridded chart that ocovered
knew what he would £ind. "Sixteen delta grid square,”
s "the same as two days ago.” Then, in a volce tinged with irony, "Get

; listened for ninety seconds, his face a
sir. We will contiaue to watch thom. Goodtys.”

grin chuckle, "Ho says that they were ansied to : -
t to give the opder:  Says we must contiziue as
ant, I°11 call if 1 need you." w '
' to the chart, "Oontigue as before,* hs murmmed,
8o such as a saluting cannon in their direetion,
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Skip PEGASUS, BRIXI Hend thes results cut by fiyer and print the gume in your
nid-monthiy issue!l (And the arowd rosys L% approval.) o

Skip QUASAR, BRX! Omly ths playere have 1o 380 it nowy sveryons olsa oan walt
a couplo of weinl (And the ovation is thundorous,) . sebh

let's get .'ei@t h the Game Ofm GamdSece .

. RIGRL T e
I LIKE MY OUFCAKES IN ITTY BITTY CRUMMS, PLEASE:..” ’
Sugmer 190% | .
CHERMANYs A Yen » PIE

AUSTRIA (Redght)s A Rum-SER, ‘A BOR-Mon, A Vie-T¥O; A Ven $ A‘PiesTyo (45 2 Tus; OTB);
ATEL 8 4 Voa, ¢ Acp-ARY S : :
ENGLAND (Sweauay): F_lwp Stnads Defiant (¥) (&5 rEAt, Cly, 01B) = = = '
FRAICE (Heve)s A Gan-3B, A Opa-CAS, P Lyo-TYR, ¥ UES 8 ITALIAN F Tyr-fun,
. P Walsl¥VP (P IRES) T . o
GRIBANY (Hointeman)s A BDX H, ¥ Rib-L0d, 4 XW-Beh, ¥ DEN H, A TyeVEN (A PIE 8), ..
TTALY {(%ilte): A FOH S %mm A Tyo-Van, P Tyx TUN -
RISSIA {Kledwan)s F ;ﬁm, A Sus-AWY (4 STP 8), A Uky-RUK (F SEV 8), A Moe-UKR,
TRELE (Pedlly)s A SMY H, F Con-ASG, A Dnd-GRS, P Two S F Gye-Jon (45 x HAf, OTB),
P Gro-108 . |

Supply Conter Chaxd:

AUSTRZA: Home, Sex, Fiff, Ml 4, vomove 2
BGLANDY W : 0, zemove 1 {out)
FPRANCE: Home, Spr, Pox, N, LvP . | 6, even

CERMANY:s Home, Hol, Iun, 861; Ven, DI, LOW ! ‘ - 9, dld 2
ITALY: Nap, EOM, Tun 3 Widd !
RUSSIAs Homs, Swo, Nwy, Fd¥, BOM 7, even

TUFEKEY: Homs, Bul, Gie : : Z, ovon

Gane Notess Rich Beiliy will bs home for the holidays. From 12/16 to 1/7, he will be
2t 3067 Custefoon Cixele, Idnho Felle, ID 83402, After that, he®ll e back in
loscon. Moeoow, Idaho, that 18, : ' + ’
. Ty Haxe's terrible face did not pass. - leve Kloiman wriless "I cannot vols on
Ty's face, sz I 4o no% have a copy ¢F hia face on which to inscribs my vole. 8L
wore to have u copy of hie fuoo on yhich to inscrile my vote, I wuld protably vote -
YES, s® any face wold be {oxrille with all of thows votes on it." Steve Knlght -
voted yes, and 41d not wapt this vote meds publio, po please ignove this santence, .

The following proposals should all be woted on Yy next month: : P

1. ARfG/RfT dxaw. L TE PR

2, That BRUX follow in the footstepo of e idiwstrious Nr. lusdl of Blcomington,
Indiaos, and sstebliszh a Judging paiol for preas.  Ehether this paml adeinistaze sl)
Voice of presa, or just the significant efforts (i.e. any for the KIGEL game),
1s a 45 r for morw oonelderstlion, . aoe : L

3, A conocession 1o Tushey ZToxr the pross may,

4, A oonocession to Russia for the press war.

g. An R/T draw in the press mx,

{{RIGEL continues naxt page))
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RiGH, (contisued

7. Thal ome pagn of yress per HIGHL playsr be regulred.

8. That Ty Hupo Do required to send a copy of his face to be published with ihis
game maxt Samue (dimt should be good for a laugh).

9. That all the xisordered Russian wnits T shot Wiirdfoldsd for foclishness.

Preass

MOSOOW: In o oistemont todey. the Tazr meds it porfeotly clewaxr that even hs Joes
cot kaow what hia military foroes are up to.
ROME (1¢%f) to BOARD; THR SOUTH SHAILL RISE AGAIN!
LVP %0 BRIX {(;VP relsasos bhore ave English))s It locks beiier now (ses press).
GERMANY to ENGLANDs No caa do, soxzy. Fare wall, Bob...
FRANCE to WOHLD: Does anyons know what’s going on?
MOSCOW to GERUARY: 1) P-GFb 213

2) -5 17 _
MOSCOY to BRUX: Chess Horei How daye you steal my 1ine? I had that one planied for
KATEER to TS8aRs P32
ITALY o M= Diplomsey Oortal? You'mw nol SIRIUS, axo you?
ITALY 0 QM: That was %o retaliate for the ovorsiated sud overemphasized reedlivs
last tima., 1 think 21 ehould have resd, “The hatplni® '
KAISER to SULTAN: Ask and ye shall 29601véc.-
FRANGE %o GERMARY: It%8 not thet I den% Czant to trust you, At%s Just thai
T can'i toust you. - _ '
ROME %o GMs mamnmmwmmhmwtwﬁymmm

qu%s Haie today! Gene tomoxrow!
ROME to CONs Do not, I yepasat, do not EVER call ms o “droogle” againt
BOMB 0 GM: You have the aufanity to say that Rsilly’z preac is the btest that you
bave ssen in the asaue issue thed you printsed NEPTUER s Turkish preos? That was
excellent writiung, W any standnrd,
mﬂ? ITALY: True; but I was aleo comnting the Jecpaxdy relcate tomard Relilly's
to
mwum(onmmrsmrmmmmw)s

ARJUF ERIVPTIERIUPLTERIUFTI BRIV PIT BRIUPITERIUFITERIVFIT ERIUPITERJUPKTER.
mmmmzm to HR IX.1, even thouzh yeu do not control any osnters,
wphyc:mominasaus ons tive mey write press., I would cuggsst that oaly
our PRISSS WAR oould possitly be win Yy England {and that, of course, ic mext to
inporaitls as long as I wxite profs).
Wmmmmmmmmmmm
THOR (GERMAKY) to TOMMY THE WONDEITROUTs The Talidng Heads and Dip? Asssatko..!
LVP%M&K; mmmmmm thms Itmmmm,ww
it huxte
BRIX to IVP: yWhat word is that? ' JUFPITER? '
PARIS to BHIXe: Thres man in & tul? Myg Ruseie, Cermany, amybe? Ome of them
homtm;mxw metwmtmoewzmmbmmnMww
to you, Y S
ROME to MUNICH (IS IT STTIL YOURS, NELSON?): You sTe a Waver men than I wa, Von
Hainleaan, Cood luck,
VP tc CRAZY S0B: I doat know who to pity mosts mum:mmm_;mw
undsrstand him? (I¢7) )
SHEAK #6 ((via FRANCE)) to SIEVE PAXNE: PRersuative, Vaiy pexsuasive, I%"L) go iu

Casoory; tut will it play in Plsdnont? ({RIGEL contiouss nsxt page))




IRy
_ . VA

RIGEL {eantinued)

ROME {WOPi: ({Reprint frem the officlal newspaper of the Pope, affectionately kuowa ss

"The Vatican kng”)s Polive have ostimated the crowds to have besen in excses of 250,000

when the word that the Italian tiweps were heading inte ihe city was paszed from houss

to houee. Chesring cliismsne threw zose petals and kisses t¢ the returaing horves,

with the Prims Hinleter receliving the greavest astclads os his men ssrcied him down

the streel, Whon the Frime Mlnlster rewached the main plaea he epoke with the wrowd,

interruptod frogquently by thunderous applouce. During the speseh he praised the

8pirit and deteralnaiion of his army, aud the people of Rewe. The Prize Minister used

the oacasion to confirm the dlasolution of the Ausixo-German allisnces, and stated that

the Itallian fleost would rot allew the infidel Tuzks io vetaln contrel of Tunis, aftar

the speech, he scught and raccived an auwdlense with the Fope,

In a pross conference this morming, the Frime Miniets: pointed out that the fight
was fax from over, Ths various countrles fnvoived had ali been communicxting on a
regular tweis, although there had Dasan asvoral rough spots in the negotiations., He
thon arnounced that Lo splic of the Pope’s adoonitisn againet sttacking iths Catholic
Avstrians, the -iglian ammy would te adding tholr suppozt o the Germen eitempt to
retake Venlee, When asked for his roasons ho replied; "We still are net oure if the
Austrian unit was ordeored oul of Rowe in accordance with the last proposal we sent
them, or if 1t was simply un atlempl to save thoir troops from ceriain defeat. The
Gorman undt had been ready t¢ suppoxrt sur asssuli on Rome, until they were furced io
rotzest. We feel tha Kalser s trustwoxthy, although we do occasionally queation his
tactice.”

when asked about ihe rumors eoncerning the Keleer's being influoncad Yy the Devii
and involved in scme arcans ritval, ihe Frime Minister sald that it was not his duly
o moraldns on the religious praztices of tvhe Itallan Allles, tut ‘o free Italy from
all outside Influencs, The Fope had no vopment, Mut insjders say that a showdown may
be inminsnit. No Prime Minieter has lssiod more than & year sfter falling from the
faver of ths Pope.

The Prime Ministor answexed = few questiono ccncerning the potential of an invasion
by the Frensh, eretly answoring that the Prench were allies and oouid bs trusted teo
hupor the sovereigniy «f Iiallen enil, ¥If they choose o ignere the alllance agree-
mant, ihon they do e to thelr own detriment. They wlll be deslt with 4n the aane
ronnex Lhat the rest have, The heads of stals in Zurope must realise that the Itallans
are arneerned gnly with regaining ITtalian territory; sll other considorations ave
sesondary.”

The Prime Minister anded the conference by sxtending his personal congratulations
t the leadera of the two Itallan forces, and announced a cgil far more troops to be
furmed Ain Naples. He said that if the supply lines from Tunis seuld be maintained
ihen ths new unit could be formed within six monthe. On his way out of the room, he
ignored meveral questions regarding his family, who are still reportedly in Venloe,
the slte af sone of the heaviest fighiling &n all of Hurope.

THE BLACK POREST (GERMANY): By late afternccn, the approach of hugs black clouds
churning silently in +he hoavers had cast a shvroud of darknsse ovar the landscape
surrounding the German citadel. Sony the last raye of sunlight were rudsly pushed
aside by a guickly descending nightfsll. Por a tims, a hoavey stillness hung in tle
alr when suddenly a monstrous rush »f wind hrought xith it flashes of lightning, deep
claps of thunder, and a torrent «f dyiving vraln. For houxs, as the evening wore on,
the storm raged unabeted. Gradusally the atmesphere chilled causing the hard rain te
form intec ioy pellste which mercilessly pounded against the walls, doors, and shuttered
windows of the uastle. Shrill wiuds gibbered madly in the forest and alternately
screamd xnd whispered tlwough the cracike and apertures within the fortress itaslf.

{(RIGEL continues next pmge))
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RIGEL {continued) -’

Inside the mauor walis, high atop & tall towsr, within a tiny. vraspod and cold culblele,
onds agaln cculd be found the Gerpan Kelser aid his royal socer, Respuinabn.

As ususl the Kaisax and his wisard dwer? wore awkwmrdly crcuched ovey an 3liumirsted
ahexrt of Burops. Made of some unknosn enbetancs, ths nenuseript shlmsered tordanly
upon the oold stens flcor., Divectly abews 1, an ebony pendulua twiriad gulvotically
about in an uncontyolled fashicn. The Keiser, at the moment, was not looking at the
tablaau bofers him, Wt had fixed hie seor with a haunted gaze.

“doll, werleck, what has gone mwong?”® the Esiser whispeved, “From our previous
soesion a olear summone wus iseyed requiring the desiruecticn of ay Austrlan namseslie.
He paused and drow M0 a shuddering Treath. *Bui look, my dear soxcercr, loak.™ A
gloved Tloger pointed at the glowing map. “Somshow, somewny, he lmew, he kosw!™ Tha
¥aloar's volce rose to & hoarse shout:. *He has dviven my troops from Ysuilce and
oocuples Bohenin! He daxvs to cemp on vur vexy docxstepi® The Kalser glared at the
Somobile face of tho slownd dunrfl. "Ny vhat arvanc method 444 he pevceive our
intentions? fAnd, look sgein, my 1ittle sexvant,™ he suapped &8 Lds tranhiing floger
polated at the Kuesign southoexn hinlsrisnd. “These, wount them, ene, iww, Wnee
misordessd vnite;, ha! Thres wnite helding, thres units thai BOTE the Turks and
Austriang havse fallsn baok f7oBev.”

The Xairar sal back, gasping slighily. His povtly Lrame now abruaken, he turned a
gavnt faoy back 4o the court sear., “Dlesnsagsmont, Ay fise little friend.™ he rasj;aid.
"Hssngagemsnt. Row whet do you think that Rueslian army in Silesie will do. sh, el

The lowered gase of Raspuissnn alewly 1ified: His expresaionless face turcod
tounrd his royal mpaster, Thoos perifoularly yeptilisn eyes stared Ilankily at the
Kalvexr. Suddenly, e maXen countenance of the sser Twgan to ripple and ceaturd. iove
and hate, joy and soxyow, paide and sexvility, alil fiashed kaleidosooploally scposs
his visago. 7The apallbound Kelsexr watched in horrid fascination an calm retusrned o
the gnonish Teatures tefore him. Slowly the wizard duarf archod his neck, his angks.-
like gage pluning the Kalsor®s syes with his omn,

"Ky desxr Sir. " the Swmrf gantly mursurad, Yall is not as 1t ssemapy but, AL it
wers, it would not xemaln 8o."

Affrcnted Ly the strangsness of the wisand drvarf’s manner and his oxyptic rezponse.
the Kelser prebuked him. ™Yeu are toe »ld; meglcian. The situsticn is grave, ihe
penduiun is eryutic, and what you say 18 no ausyer.”

MYany seconds pessad as the gase of Rasputmann toeed steadlly inte the Halser's
eyes,. A fsoling of mlera enddonly tofwll thw Kalser ao a visicn avose before him.

Ha was now outslde %hs cssile walle in ¢his torm-wysnksd night., Hs locked up lnto
the vialent skiee and to his hovvor sspled in tho alr the flignt of some ghustly
weeatuee. Glgantic scaly wings flapped furivusly and » lizard’s haad aliached to a
isng serpantine nsck wove to and fre., searching for prey, The Zalssr turned to fles
an the dxagon spotied hin and spat forth an arg of fires. Ereatning the soesched;
stoamy alr, the Kalsar fled toward g ssall svpse only to siuable %o a hait and with
appalisd fescination wateh a five-Wpeathing ohimers cmurgs from its shelier and lope
towards hia through thw ralay nlight: Welt and fearful, his very soul ehriveded withi:
him, the Knlner nunbly hesrd a shrill cackiing. Looking up at the rasperts of his
casils, he saw the wily faoes of thé stone mergoyies thereca couvwised in a living
ﬂfrighml lsughtex, Kuhmr‘bmndtoatepandamw of ulecknoas paseed ove:

Slowly, ever so slowly, the Maez fell ths amucm of alare and fear recading {Tem
his mind. He opsined his syos and he was tack in ths room, atill ataring stoight Snic
the flat gese of Rasputmenn. Feyr many momsntas not a dound wms hexrd ut the tioking -
of a cloak, Then the wisard dwarf scftly hiused, "Yes, By Loxd, I en bald, And sy
answey to you is answer enocugh.™ Onoe again silence relgned while the Kelser tried
franticaliy to <lear his aind. Fasputsann abrupily lsaned foruard over the ¢heri.

{{RICHL contivuse naxd pase!)




RIGEL {continued) /4.

uis stubey, uvsjeveled fingers pointing thias wy and that- "“Try this, sire.” he
;zilad up &t the Ezlear. “Something old, comothing new, sopething borvowad, sopething
e .

Ever 8o sarefully the Kairer cleared his throwt. “Why, yos, Seer Hasputesnn, I
sppose you sre right. Lot uws 3o that and awslt this saason®s outcome.” It was
about ther that the Kaiser £3lt the ltohing in his hands, Slowly he atripped off his
gleves and netad with aidd wonder the mumsrous &peis daxiening his pale #kin.

He Jockad abont for a wmsbh tusin to get out thowe drmned apots. But Rasputmann touched
his shouldar, divertiung him; the %wo dsn uf powsr sailed &t each oihsr and together
turned 88 cue tu regard onno agsin i shimporing map and the spiaping pendulunm,

THE WAR ROOM (ENGLAED}s 2 shot Tings cut 1n the war room, Horvified, the ministers
yusk in. fearing ihe wrst, The wmr hasn'i gone well —= the Pronch and Gersanc swarm
over Tuglend -= the minister wno 8o despondent and Just this morning France's Ty Hare
aud vome to gloat acd demand Buglend’s surrender. Az they bursi inte the roos, they
sa6 & body on the flooxr - a fresh hole in the akull - the Prime Ministuz's gun lles
saoking baside the tody. It 1l Yegan imnocently enoughs..

“Mr., Prime Ninister, ahom, the French senarch Ty Hare is hore te see you,,."

*hee et I usk, "Ths Freach have sxcivod alzagdy?”

“No, he ez hars tw demand EIngland‘s surrsnder.*

“VYery wall, show hiz in.° I Zeal tears well in ny aysa over the thought of Bngland’e
sade Ty Hare meanwhile enters with a snide snixk oo his face.

"Holl, well -~ at last ws bpesti™

“Eave a seat, Ty ~ what do you wani?”

“Yeur surrender, of oourse.” (I mitier a few phrwese demling with surrender under
Ay wesih,, “ly forcas even now march upcn ¥ou ~- I see you have it ail on the Master
Ward.* Ty then stands bafore the toard, gloating. ssiling - anger filis my heart,

I sepenn, "Yeait! What A7 England supnports a2 to hold! What if A Tus retreats wo
Fisdront and merches on Marseilles! what Af, what 42..."7 I begin to sob. Helntswan
si%l blde his timn woll bafore applying the knife to this PROG. I know therw's no hoyps

{0

Ty asroly cauckles snd reachos under his great coat withdrawing a messive .38
revolvex,

*Doptt shoot el I soream as 1 graw) under the table. ‘“Guards! Guardal Save mei®
I eay ths last evon though I know that every moldier awmalis death on the First Bogllish
Flset - moybe he'll hesitale.

*Tekr, tok,® I heer Ty say and I beaxr hin unloadt five cavxtridges snd throw thex on
the tahle. “Haxe,” hs says, “there's one lefi -~ dle proudiy a¢ thai France 2an say
shs defeated & proud, but lafexior, nation. Go ebead, do it now, don't make ud hang
you in front of your defested nationi™

Realiztisally, ny shaking hand reaches out and grasps the btutt of the revolver, I
knew he's pight, a publice trigl to mmiliate m, teking my good aane sad draggiag it
in 4he mud, belng romenrbarsd a2 the lasdsr who lost Ingland to invading foroes...

He's right, at least 1711 d3e with honor! I raiss the pistol o my head and
remesnber the past. Thers are a few things I regretc..

onnltaly not godng first.sc

cooboYmany not giving it to Fmnoe...

cocNOT ZRPANg more French wommtc ..

ve i@t having Ty do this instead of we...

T £511ed with rescive, My henc steadies, Ty sailes encouragemsnt, BANG!

nooThe 2inisters stare horrifisd! Tha Pripes Minister hiaz killed Ty! He"s dancing
and singing:

Paopk GOt the hastayd! Toe hse’ Commit sviscide, will X! Ha. ba, ha'! Got him -
right betwesn the eyes!,.,"

((RIGEL ooniinuwe next pege))



TIEL (esntinaed)

FPoDi HUSSIA WITH S4VE: JREOPARDY! '
(LizBgy® To secap tiw S0uzses, we bave ileismn with $30, Xaight with §20, Helntmmen
with $?n Sm,:zay sith $10 and Ellie and Huxs heve yet to svoxe., Out cstegoriss mow
VD Teavis, “Ewrupsan Deography”, "Uelsrs”, “Ugly Ruscrs®, and "Potpowti®. Cur lant
eaxinct qmt&&m* wos Ganezal Swsaney,; who will mti.nm today®s gamay of Jeoperdy.
Genernl, Woat aasver wonld you 1ike?

(sweansy) ¥e2l, let"s txy Coloxe for 430,

(Lim&y The anéwsx A% “oxvy blus®.

Sweenay ) mtmmmummemmcw

Linssy) Cormet for $30.

Seceniey) O, letle try Potmi for $10.

Linsey) Potgourrd for $10s The lie deteotor:

Kielgsi) Whst lam-enforcement dovics oax be appliet to & suspeot inh:unlnyto
fasernming whoe voally wote the origingl Jeopuxrdy eopisode?

{idrusy; Tiue, but not the g,mstmn fo our EDBKUTo -

Heinteman) iet's go to YD Trivia for §20, -

Mn,saj) The ansuar 3¢ Ieve Xlslman.

{lizxe) Oh, wow, ap sapy me. Wio was the only Docale to resd the “Oyclic Article”
m-@za oginning o end?y

{(Linasy) Yss, for $20. Oh, & ams aota, ?‘b? m:lmn 18 81 Teading today, Your
naxt anewy. Mx. Haze?

gm.m) Wor. 1si3 try ¥ Trivia for $30,

Limeay; Alreny. NY. :

mm.y. that's the hﬂ:m".m of YI?

1inscy; Wrongo.

(Kloinen) Wimtte the wm homaveua o! m And X hopa mm; m m
press drivhblings to Albeay whexe they are sure to b» asngled (thank God to
mmeamwmpmmmmmanatm foxward them. S( ha,

was the only player in V wmmammnwmmm)

{Iineay) GCoxvect for & &1&%&“& i, Kleipan, X will have ’:o punish you $10 for
insulting M. Reilly,
(Klsiman) Mr. Linseay, I 434 not imml*é: thw gonilenan Lroa Idaho; 1t ws a compiiment,
I moant %o imply tha* znyoms Zronm that sheepisnd sho can writs has got to be a plus,

Linsey) I stand cowrwoted --— no penaliy. !foutamm? Lo

Kleiman) let’s txy Ugly Rumovs for mn o

TAnsey) A poster of Richard M, Fixos. - ~ = =
ATter somd ting. ..
(Linsey) Well, uhnt & mmyvising qmﬂm” Gusss we’1l kssp that ono a secret for
& while longer, Well, M, Kloiman, o8 cur last mmtqmﬁm,, you may dontinue.
Emm) OK. How abrut Bumom Geography: Lor $§307 :

) DENGE DINGE- "THE DATLY TOUBLESEITE! A8 you know, Mr. Kleiman, you
wmrﬂlumtﬁmmﬁm%m@mww uotumh
would you like to m? A
émm) $5%0. -

Linsey) Good, and hm answer u B@:oawm*
Doo-dae- doo-80¢-doo-8ov-dee=800, | - .o
Dogo-—dme-400--dee- Gaet dse-dee-dee-dup,
Doo--Ase-Aoe-doo-dao-ton-dse-do0,

Time‘s My, Kleiman.
“3 Whexrs was the firet Gersun stab of this wax!
{Linsey) Correct for £50% And what a silly stab, ‘toc.
{Kieiman) Yes, the stupid nerfherder. How abtout Ugly Ruscrs for $307
({RYIGEL, contimues next pags))



RIGEL {continued)

Linsgy)} The answor im Ty Hare's £ace.

Heve) Whai's 3000ceo ugly, that it was voted on in TI?

Linsey) Right,

Hare) How about Colowe foxr $407

Linsey) The answnr i “Pepoodent” and Spring 1904,

Hointzmen) What is “You'll swader where tha pellow wente..®?

Linsey) I koww sossbody would te old enough to remember that one.
BONG S0NC BONCG BONG BOMC BONG DONG,
{Linsey) That inéloates the ond of o £irst rouwnd of Jeopardy. Tho sacond round
Wil T3 Trought %o you by Pepsodent. And now for a word ZroR our SPOHEGT. ..
RUSSIA to RIGEDL: Humem. Yot a voxy good Jeopardy. Now, if each to
sulmii a dexles of guestions and ankuwes (or ehould I say anewrs
me by next deadline —- I might be abls o spios this Upe..
BRI to HIGEL: Hey! DReilly wes right! Fs dogs get peopls to write his pxess...
GREMANY to FARIS: Called soverwl times, yom worsn't hawes, I need the Lidldy look
;;ﬂ;hou& Frexything®s flns, thoughy write or call we, please, It°1

o 8 e,
PARIS 4o NEFTUNE PARIS: Yes; I can twar thom, Hadn't noticed ¢1)1 you mentlioned it,
I live about 3 nllea from the tay, so only hear them at night. when the is
:;:P to BRUX: Why ian’t Ty Haxe in the I0G STAR uame? I noanc..ahalc.othat 10 0 say:.o
dear.s.
KAISER to POPE: We shall mes ubat w shell ses, shan’t w?
MOSCOW to GASCONY: How's Gascony this time of yeex? You baving an amy reunion in
southern Franoo or what?
FRANCE to RIGELs I havoe a oonfesedon to ks, All ay 1aess last season waz written
ty Rich. Yes, I know it's a texridls thing to have to admit to, dut e Rich says, I
have to 21l it like it As., Sorry, buddy, Wt my sthical principles sgainst taking
oxedit for nothing .exe bothering me.
MOSCOW to REILLY: Taking tredit fur Jecpardy: I knew you wexs sut of your mind.
ROME to BOARDs JMishelob for the wirmer!
ROME to EMGLANDs You get reot Goer., Don”t drink too fast, 1T may Joli you in a season
oxr twd.
MOSOOW 40 SULTAN: Kicely sald last issus (you scumbunny).
PARIS to ANKARA: Texas called Oklshome™? Wonder what Greg thinks. ..
MOSOOW to ROME: I believe it is time for o Italian player change.
Thanks for playing —- you are oertainly more than either of your predecesscrs.
FOME to BUARD: T ewsar! You can’t bolieve a word Reilly cays. I gwve Rich the 1des
for olaiming thet he was the one W0 wrote ihe Joegpaxdy artisle. Dot did you ses any
credit given? Then, on top of that, I wma through soms 014 coples of
and 1 found his pewes relsames! ALl of them, tim, out of “70AD! What a
ERUX %0 ROMEs Gxeg, Greg. I was émly kidding whep I seat you that parngrsph and
suggested that you might sudmit it as 1
GERMANY to RIGEL BOARD: Just like to expowss sy iselings stout this particulaxr gumw
in the immoxtal words of Bum Fhillipe: I like 44 S 4
you're gonna get beat its s hellwve lot bettex
fron somebody you don't like,* 1h'a RICKL Sags
sintere thanks... :

(Stal:) Mot enough room o print SIRIUS®s wxwp-up in this issus, 8¢ it°s held ovex
to the aid-scothiy. Flayere are getting the results vis flyer ~ and no, Austria did
apt win the game! NEPIUNE snd RICEL hogged all the room in this ish..o



Novenber 24, 1983

|7

R tliing the trouble to write to you, in response to unfounded and perfectly scurrilous attecks upon sy reputation in
Diplovacy Norid, because of your reputation for publishing an unbiased zine, and for EMing & fair and well-run qase. ['ve
never had the pilasurl of playing in & gase run Y you, nor in suhscribin! o Voice of Doow, and just to prove my good faith,
and sy confidence in your sense of ¢air play, enclosed is a personal check for sy first ten issues, and I further wish for
you to enrall ae in your very naxt game. ' ,

This is an open letter, and while you are free to publish any portion of it, I hope that you'll sst aside the space to
s reprint it in toto. Every _Enten'tog deserves shelter, BRUX, and I's sure vou'li agree, after once reading ey story, that
% {'ve boen as sorely aistrested as the mangiest cur. -And the bitter irony is, the aan who has Jeveled these libelous attacks

- on ay reputation i3 without a doubt the sost thorauuhll disreputable person it hes ever beer sy aisfortune to have known,
Ve 've all heard the talk sbout there existing within our hobby an "slite" establisheent, or Eastern Prass, to use but

two of the milder labels that have sprung up froe time to tise, For those of your readers who've imagined this to be just -
talk, 1ot ne now tell thes and all of you l; story, and then !nu ady judge for yourselves whather this “segment® of the hobby
deservas to be.called eiite, or whether it is in reality serely 2 select fow individusls creating cbnoxious noise,
individuals who, st least in the case of one of thas, could hardly be less deserving of our tise and attention.

As a preface for those new to the hobby, in Diplozscy Norld issues $33/34, the editor and publiisher, Red ﬂllkcr‘ s fit
. to publish two “articles® relating to one Shep Rose. The first of thess, sntitied *The Sleaziest Player 0¢ ALl Tisel--Sh

‘Rose,* appaared over the dyline a¢ Mark Serch. Tha second lfbfzéi'sﬂip.Flpllll,'-i!l underscored with the foliowing credits
'br " 777%. 1 can only sssume Merk iy respomwible for both wfforts, for | can hardly believe thers can be two
nitwits out there writing to the same 2ine with identical adolescent 'tll"i nor is it tikely there are many individuals
within our hobby who would stoop so fon as tc get a few laughs (and with a brand of husor I tan only tera sopheoric) st the
axpense of soseons who has, in spite of other character flaws to which I fraaly adeit, devoted his entire Dipiomacy playing
-carser to the bettersent and general enhancesent of the hobby. :

ace does not perait se to sske 2 lot specific references to the Diplomscy Norld srticles to which ! refer, BRUI,
{th I do urge the readers of Yoice of Doon to ﬂi! into thetr old ON issues and refresh their sesories, or write Nr.
Walker for free copies-~he cortlinlr owas the hobby this wuch), However, I would like to offer, as s general refutation of
the stories Mark wrote, an explanation to your raacers as to where this guy i tOIiﬂ! fros. .

- First of all, there raally 1S a Shep Rose. Indeed, since the first of Nerk’s stories was published I've received sore
than sy share of negative mail and sbusive press, and several of sy friends have even gons so far as to sericusly urge se to
change sy nase for Gaming purposes. But this | have rasclutely refused to do. I's sraad of my nane, and [ will not allow
soee eastern cresp with & deranged sense of husor to run se oud of the hnbb{. 1'11 fight back with evarything I have for as
long as it takes, both as a "person® (and I mean that in the best sense of the word), and a3 a respected sember of the dippy
coamunity, The whole story is @ long one, but I don't fenl it's necessary at this tise for ee to go into every singll
detail, Instead, I'11 attespt to be representative By sentioning SOME of the facts, and limit any interjection of “coler® te
gtclt inntoqul :ﬂgn ! dees its inclusion s being constructive of o clearer understanding by the reader. The Mark Berch

ory goes like this. :

r!efirlt set Fark Barch in Oshkosh, Wisconsin the suseer of 1970, This gir] and I (her nase escapes a2 now) had just
driven in fros California. It was a Monday morning, ! resesber it was Monday beceuse WOSH had this dopey DJ who came on
with a Meody Blues song saking sose silly resark Iike "This'il give ya an ides of what TONNORROW'G gonna be like!® or some .
“such nonsense. ."{"l’ this girl and I were just tonln? into town in sy ‘69 Nustang and we waw this guy on the other side of
the road standing he dero sign with his ars cut trying to hitch a ride, We didn’t pay such attention to his until all of
sudden he darts rig t in front of us and waves his aras for us to stop. I waw pretty burned out st the tise ayseif--I'd been
doing & good isitation of Iron Man since Omsha—-so I pulled over and let his in. 1 asked his why he ran across the road like
that when he was hitchhiking in the opposite direction, and he told se "Because 1 was getting tired traveling the other way.*
That was the first time I ever saw Mark Berch, and I certainly wish today that [ never hed,

Mark, despite his diminutive physical stature, has slways been o real tlkl-chlrfn sort of guy, It's chiefly his voice,
I'd say. It sort of qets into your head, like 2 lfttlc worn, In any svent, he was inte us for a joint bafore we ware
haifway downtown. Before long it was just as though we'd known hi forsver, and by noon he'd talked the two of us into '
sharing his digs with hin, a shabby little place for $35 & week that sat directly across fros the Unssployment Office on High
8t, That was about as apropcs sn address as you could ever €ind for somsone like Mark, for I never knew hia to hold down @
joit for more than a month or two at a tise, Any job. EVER!

g ell, one thing led to anothar, but inside of & month this ¢irl and I had had encugh of o1’ Berch, and we duly told hia
T we were eoving out. The main resson we couldn’t stosach his any loaglr uas that he was such g sonch, But then that's Mark
P Barch all over, He walked through life ﬁrlachinq l-ghiiuloph of "What's yours is mine and what's mine is yours,*® which

' hatplnad to be extressiy convenient for Mark, since he never had asything of his own. Of course neither did we at the tive.
~x, Mot to speak of. I was recently divorced, and all I possessed was ay car and the tiothes on sy back. The pirl was hardly
put of high school, and the only reason we had any soney in the first place was because she’d thrown all the bread that her
parents had given her for & vacation to Europe into the kitty just to get us as far as Wiscomsin, Nevertheless, I was
willing to g ¢ch-in for groceries, and she did the cooking and kept the place leoking nice, end it could be fairly stated
that we gulled our own weight. 1 sven offered to hilg out with the rent, and that was a huge aistake, for Mark imsediately
asked ¢ we could pay the entire ssount only for the first week or 50, 83 he waz *in datwemn® jobs. The girl and I talked it
over, and I reluctantly sgreed, More on this in a minute. '

To give you just one exesple of how reslly scochy and basically dishonest Mark was, one Fridey séterncon while 1 was out
looking tor a job so I could afford to par HIS rent, he asked e borrow $20 from the girl for a couple of lids. He gave her
a line about how he knew some guy whe would pay twice that such later that nigbt at a tar called Wage Peace, He said he'd be
able to repay her and still have & 1id left over for all of us to share. Right. WNell, she was just dusb snough to swalliow
it, an¢ sure enough Mark didn't show up until the next Konday. He teld us this cock and bull story about how he'd been

ipped off at t hat night, and when he’ back to th taent to tejl there, i
ﬁ:ﬁpfg.: hD:l .Pf szttnfghgl thi :ﬂnln u:nk:n fg..acgf blglul: - .:l::ntouobr:hl : ng ggi:;::l { iit-:gﬂ'ﬂaﬁ gglg 2f:u:€

the last of our aoney, though I'd sanaged to find a:job that dey sorting bottles at (okel then glibly told me that
actually he'd been so esbarrassed that he'd spent the rest of the weekend with sose fri!ﬂéi up in Appleton, I knew that was
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tenter the whole tise, three sheets to the wind and dencing in the sunshine on who knows how aany hits of Purple Fassion,
listening to Ted Nugent play *the hifhe:t note in the universe.® That's how Mark described it when I later confronted him
with the facts. Boy, Mark could really shovel it, By the time he finished teliing me all sbout the concert oy pars were
watering. Not only wasn't | even mad at his anyaore, but he'd actually made ae feel bad that I'd miased it in the first
place! "But 1's getting ahead of lzself.
Oy It way ﬂﬁlt for things Iike that, and a whole lot sore, that the gir] and I Left Mark's apartasnt. And then, not too
‘ fong after that, the girl in turn decided to leave ae and return to her parents in California. It was probably for the best.
. Her father way a strict Irish cop who drank, and her mather was a gensra] flake who liked to sit on the front porch of their
& . susmer cabin in Clearlake Highjands and qo Uoooocoooo and AhRhhhhhhh a lot at the firewocks on The Fourth., Her sother told
wz  2e once that she used to actually tnlg tount of the Ooooo's and Ahhkh’s by other paople when she was a girl. According to
her childhood survey the Ocooo’s usus lr had it 2 to 1. Anyway, the girl was forever giving me this crap about how mad her
parents would be if she stayed with se too long, especially since circusstances had forced me to use her dad’s Sinclair
credit card more than I'd originally planned, .}‘l not sure how she sade it back, though I supgasn her farenti were happy to
send her the fare. She never bothered to write, and I didn’t have her California address, %0 I couldn’t say. In any event,
{ didn’t wiss her such because of how stupid she was, though 1°d like to say that I never wished her snything but good
fortune, Come to think of it, in & way she and Mark would have made a good tean (she was just dusb enough to have been the
erfect shill for his deals), only I didn’t have any really good reason to be that sean to his then. He would have gone nuts
istening to her rattle on all the tise especially when she sterted telling hin about her parents.
To tie up a loose ends, some time later I learned that the nice old couple who ran the apartaent house, a Mr. and Hrs.

20

Things weren’t as well-organised in the huhbn back then as they are now--which might, come to think of it, have been &
Blessing tor Scott--and besides, Scott would be the last person to start writing Jetters to other zines in an #ifort to
defend hisselé, The resulting gubli:ity would have surely pushed his to the breaking %oint. He's such too introverted for
that sort of scandal. Indeed, there aren't but a handful of hobby people wha know anything of this affair, and those that do
apparently decided long ago not to air the laundry in the general press. This is onll fair, for as I've already isplied,
Ecott wan the victin of an unspeakable practical joke that only one person I've ever known would have dared to inflict en
aayore, such less a “#riend." ,

Tﬁnﬂgh I've never been able to come up with all the details, I've been able to piece together aust of it, end as far as
I ¥now this is how Mark worked it, : .

You bave to understand that Mark didn't really disiike Scott, It was iust that Scott was alwsy so sensitive about
sverything, and therefore he made, at least fros the peculiar rlrlplttiVl of Nerk Berch, the perfect subject for one of hia
" jokes," !ﬂd!lﬂ, Scott was so innocent and unsuspecting that I's sure it worked such beiter than Nark ever ho ed, th
since he refuses to own up to it in the first place it's doubtful we’il ever be certain of this, and knowing Mark like I do
it's doubtful he'd ever Tlt mough of such a *goad thing," Mark always did dress big. .

- Like I said, this all took place during the wintertine, and Mark had hirec on at the Post Office fonex, which was right
¢ bahind the fieldhouse, for the holiday rush. ALl the mail to and from the outlying Post Offices passed through the Owhkosh
snnex, and Mark eust have sonehon talked his way into sorting the sail that was going to the Poy Sippi lip Code area.
However he menaged it {Lord knows what scas he ful!lﬂ there!l, T suppose what he did was simply pals every letter he ran
acrcss addressed to the Poy Sip{i Dippi, while letting all corresgnndence sent to Scott Leipzig personally thrnugh, or
soaething similar. This ua; only part of the zine’'s sail would flounder, I llll{! thought that was & nice touch, and one
characteristic of Mark Berch. Xnowing him, he undoubtedly waylaid only a few letters at first, then gradually a tew sore,
until towards the end, as I've aiready noted, Scott was receiving only part of his mail. Then, to make matters evEn aore
sanageable, Mork took out sose insurance in the fora of at ieast one aliss thet he had subscribe te Poy Si;pi Dippi, o
Cocper Daniels, There may have been more, I'a not sure. Mark sust heve had a friend lor two) back east who was wi ling to
raceive and then glll slong his letters, and with the wastern postmarks Scott never suspected s thing. I prefer to think
5 Mark’s "confederate® had no idea what was happening, for its very unsettling to think the hobby might be populated with
y peopie like this. MHore likely, Mark told hia he wis silgly playing a pbs gase under an alias, q!vtn% his one plausible
excuse or another, In fact, now that I think about it, I's sure Mark was playing "sore than one han " dor it’s only
reasonable to supposs a guy like hiz would take out more than one insurance policy. He never was a trusting sort.

¥y thinking is Copper Daniels, Florence Hotchkiss, and another nass I didn't aention, Pete Lowry (Montgomery, Alshama
postmark), were all Berch "puppets.” If I's wrong, I apologize to these prople, and if they'll take the trouble {0 write to
me [°d be happy to set the record straight with another open letter to the habby.

DI the way, Mike Marsh has since written to Scott and apologized for his own role in the vilifications, though at the
tise Xike had no way of knowing that he was being had, too. He even réceived a iptter érom Wotchkiss (Mike was Austria in
that gase, and tesporarily got rich at "her® expense) sbout & aonth after g Spw Diw' tollapsed, Ar.:urrling to Nike,
Hotchkiss swore that she wouldn't rest until Scott way sade to gly for his “utter incompetence,” and she further urged Nike
to write to the other playnrs and convince thes to join in a letter campeign to other zines. Rike related ail of t is to ne
at the tine, and I was able to disuade hia fros taking any of these actions himself. [ didn't outright accuse Mark, but kept
ay suspicions secret, Instead, [ merely indicated to Mike that Scott had been sosshow had, and it would be only fair to lay
off for awhile until the matter could be cleared up. A year later | told Mike all 1 knew of it, especially Mark’'s
involvesent, and he in turn wrote to Scott with his lpnluﬁy. But of course by then Scott had moved west and wanted nothing
80 such as Lo forget the entire incident, For his tart, ike vowed to "wring that Berch's scrawny neck for hin® if he ever
laid wyes on him sgain, But then Mark affects a lot of people that way.
= [Even after readin? the stories in Diplowacy Norld I would have made none of this public, except that about a onth agg I

received an anonysous ietter asking ee if 1'd heard fros Scott Leipzig lately. At first | tﬁnught aaybe it was frop one of
the people who'd been burned in Scott's zine, and soashan or other the person had found out oy address-~from another zise
where I was plnzing, Erohably. But then | took a closer look at the postmark. The Letter had been mailed froe Lancaster,
Pennsylvania, which it memory serves was the sase qla:- froa which the Cooper Daniels letters esanated. Imsadistely I inew
it nust be Mark, up to his old tricks with me. Well, all I can say is you better keep away from me, Mark. What you did to
Beott, not to mention the other innocent players who got caught up in your nonsense, was bad encugh, Add to this your recent
Eubli:ation of these sick stories with the bogus attribution to e and I can’t tell you how anqrg I an. But on top of al} of
his, 1 still fiiure you owe me haif of that rent Ionll, and sowething on account for all those dope deals we did, too. In
fact, as far a5 1'm concerned it's the last straw. Mark, Co anain. I mive vou fair warning. 16 vau dan’t besn akay irsd &8
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Perhaps even the sost dishonest trpn require an exercise in which they becoms the victing, Pipioracy sessmd to serve this

roie in Nark’s case. He wasn’t always the b!s loser, #ind you, but he NEVER won.

I always figured that sort of thing would gall a guy like Nark planty, but as he never said anything at the tise I saw

.o reason to dwell on it. But now I can see how all the residual resentaent he’s harbored for e over the years has

continued to Build in hia, until now I find ayself feeling the full eéfects of his twisted plrnm!itk.

. ktuull;, sany of the dirty tricks he "credita® ae mith are old ideas of his that he never had the nerwe to rhy in his
- Qwn gaaes. You should have besn there with us, Wark and I, sitting up all ni!ht- drinting wine and saoking, and hia scheaming
1ike you wouldn't believe. And let se tell you he came up with sose real shitty things that he never got Lo sentioning ia

his "Shep Rose® stories (saving those for somecne special, Mark?}, OF course I don’t deny that Mark wasn't entirely lying

out what he wrote. 1°ve pulled one or two things that might be #romned upon in soae circles, and for which today [ sa
deuply ashamed, But I naver did anything like he says, I've linr tiked people mors than that. But then that’s always
"Seen one of the secrets to his success, He blends truth with fiction so nutll that it’'s hard to tel] when %e’'s pulling your
#] and when he's serious. Of course he wrote the Shep Rose pieces as though they ware fiction, knowing that I would be one

tha fen people to recognize thes for what they resl r were, Why? The only reason I can think of is that he's lmlz and
avas attention, Mso, llllg!tt he’s been figuriny all along he could get away with it, for I's sure ha believes thet 1'¢

the last one to intentionally involve myself in that sort of dirt after all these §, and there aren’t sany others
i1l around in the hobby who know what rnllx'!u%pmtd. That ‘s another thing sbout hie, He first gets to hnox the pecple
e screws with, and then he plays thes according to whatever weaknesses they nave. But this tise he's sisjudged his victia.
For iastance, 1 448 once involved with a zine that unfortunately folded under a cloud of contraversy, and row I think the
tise is proper for the story of that shaseful incident to coms out. _ o :

. N autusl “$riend® of ours, Seott Leipzig, dumd to start his own zine. 1 encosraged his all T could, but Mark acted
Jualous as hell and would have no part in the prodect. Well, Bcott went through the usual motions of getting his new 2ine
.known, including sending notices around to a nusber of differsnt publishers asking for plugs. Tg halp his out, I volunteered
te do articles and write letters to other players I knew asking thes to subscribe. By the way, 1t sesn’t 2 whzine called
-~ Beise and 8irls. Ecott nased it Pot Sippi Digpi after the town he was fros.

v+ fcott wam & sisple sort.  Trusting, you kaow what 1 mean? So pretty scon he bvfan ! tiing 311 thewe letters fros

_g;nru_ asking if thars were any qame n{minqs. I was surprised at the voluse, and in all Wy Seaw Oyt had & circulation of
47 inside of the #iret month or wo. With thet sort of support Scott ¢igured he way justiffed 1A Spelhg u! an additional -
three gazes, up fros the two he started with initially, each qase starting one issue apart, Scott was making evary sffort to
his issues out every two weeks, %0 you can see how such work he was putting into this thing, but I can tell you that
ott was having the tine of his ii4e, ' '
.1 was in Oshkosh reading Scott’s fourth or fifth issue when the bubble threatened to burst. Sose 9‘” in Pennsylvanis
nased or Daniels wrate areal nasty letter to Scott, acculini him of being & nerd when it case to inr. and suggesting
that be first lesrn the basics of gases iike Monoploy before he *...prasuse to scderate gases of some compisxity, and ones
which desand sose intelligence on the part of their participants at that,® This sort of abuse fsn't all untsual,, saybe,
© ascept in this case the game wes only in the Spring "02 season and as far as 1 knew everyihing had been going smoothly.
Daniels was France and Scott WMRed him, though Daniels swore up and down he’d sent in two sets of orders, ome of which he
~ claimed should have been received at least ten days before the deadline. Beott responded politely to him, suggesting that in
the future it might not be a bad idea it Mr. Daniels called to be sure his orders had been recieved by the BM, This was in
&he winter, and there wis a big blizzard back sast, so Scott reascned that could have heen the cavse of the mail not getting
through, ly this tise 1 could waell something rctlau. and I resesber mentioning as auch to Scott. He pooh-poched the idea,
Hot 13ke 1 said, Scott was a wisple sort. : L ' -
. dmrt jssuw it got & whele 1ot worse, This tise Daniels accused Brott of sisinterpreting his orders, causing hia to aisy
# build in Bpain, {bcott showed me this particular set of Daniel's orders, They werw hendwritten-~hardly sore than & =
scrawi--on & postcard, and I didn't find it hard to imaegine how Scott might have “sisinterpreted” thes, as they aade no sinse
0 se at all.} Had it just been Deniels conplaining I think it would have all blown over. Untortunately, that same issus
two more players were NiRed. & Nike Flanagan in New Jersey claimed his orders were sent in at least 2 waek before the
deadling, while a girl nased Florence Hotchkiss (Fiorida) was nearly in tears over a sisilar gaéé by her, Ghe was brand new
to the hobby and didn't know what she was going to do now, sering as how she was Turkey, with her armiss still sitting in
Con, and Smy, and her flest doing nothing worthwhile in Ank, after the first ssason. Ehe claised that she was positive she
had sant her orders in, but she was also curteous enough to apologize to Scott for the mistake, and prosised his she would
take |t|t| to_snsure this naver happened again, - E Co oo
By the NEXT issue the situation was beginning to get away fros Seott. The press in gensral was getting on Scott in a
heavy way. There was yet another NMR by poor Florence (she was about to be tverwhelwed by a hostile Itzlian-hustrian
steasroller), and the derisive cossents froe the other ghylrs ranged froa “How long did sey Lnu'd been BNing?" to *I¢
you know what ‘s good for you, buster, ‘d better start getting your shit together, snd fast!® the latter coming from none
other than Gcott's good friend Cooper Daniels, who by this tise was really in Scott's shorts. However, in spite of the
constant criticiss, Scott continued to publilﬁ every letter and cosment he raceived (and if it required an extra couple ragu
;orklpau. then he ste the paper cost) no sstter how acidic they becess, and, balisve se, towards the end things got rm
acky, o T : -
, 1“ nake a long story longer, it wasn't long befors Bcott’s subscribers staried dro:ping put of their gases. After
., awhile sven the stand-by players left. Daniels hung in there till the end, getting in his shots svery issue without fail, a
b5’ fact which later proved to be of not & little signiticance. Even one of the ghml 1'd recruited, Nike Karsk, who knew both
b Mark and I, and who was living dawn on the Peninsula in the Bay Ares at the tise, finally dropped out of his gane with only &
27 yesr and @ half's moves cospieted, I tried teo talk him put of it, but to no avail. T resesber the letter ha wrote to me
shout it, in which he told se he had batter things to do than "train doltish BMs, no satter how well you know then.®
_ Hotchkiss, Flanagan, Beadie, Rudoy, #Anderson, Wills, Iuern, the Pratts (Bobby and Jia were brothers who had enrolled in
different games), and a lot of ather people who were unfortunate to get caught ur in this unpleasant affair, they all started
resigning in ever more rapid succession, until finally, Scott had no choice but te fald Py :{u' Bippi. Mmd to his ever-
lasting credit he made svery effort to sake prorated refonds to his forser subscribers. In ail, I’
of Iu.:riti dred gglhrz_zn the de:l t?‘qugh the ;ul ﬁnst'tto hiliczuldhh;qdly be ntsured i?;h!uih c&urrzggy. ot ; )
§ Seit-contigen L I etlates 11 & pric ali00n, pto ou 1 notnin
his thfngs and move :nE;. “ﬂeeéfrl{ ngf Ea énrou&n Eprig L Egen énmshfl tn ﬁuo fo n’\‘un he hxt: eﬁ m'nim'aong g:in:h
of the federsl highwsy departaent. In all, he was absent troa the Dshkosh scene, and htllly ignored Diplowacy, for the next
four or five years, tzuug now I'a Iuppg to report that he’'s back in the ares do‘ng survey work in the Fox River Valley, He
swears he'il never get ‘nvnhved in ﬁhl obby wic |z|in, 5C it'l doubtful he'll even read this. This is best, for he stil]
qoes inte spasodic jerks whenaver he hears Mark's

guess he lost o couple

ane sentioned,




20

Things weren’t as well-organised in the hobby back then as they are now--which might, come to think of it, have been 3
hlessing or Scott--and besides, Scott would be the last person to start writing letters lo other zines in an effort to
defend hisself, The resulting guhli:ity would have surely pushad his to the breaking point, He's such too introverted for
that sort of scandal, Indeed, there aren’t but a handful of hobby pecple who know anything of this affair, and those that do
apparently decided long ago not to air the laundry in the general press, This is nnll tair, for as I've already isplied,
Scott was the victis of an unspeakable practicel joke that only one person 1've ever known would have dared to intlict on
aryone, auch less a *friend.” ,

Though ['ve never been sble to cose up with all the detsils, I've been able to piece together most of it, and as for as
I know this is hew Mark worked it. . "

You have to understend that Mark didn’t really dislike Scott. [t was just that Scott was alway so sensitive sbout
avarything, and therefore he made, at least from the peculiar ?lrsp!:tlvc of Mark Berch, the perfect subject for one of hig
* jokes, " indlld. Scott was so innocent and unsuspecting that ['s sure it worked such better than Nark ever hoped, thuu,h
since he refuses to own up to it in the first place it’s doubtful we'll ever be cortain of this, and knowing Nark like I do
it's doubtful he'd ever qot snough of such a “good thing," MHark always did dress bi‘.

Like I said, this al] took place during the wintertise, and Mark had hired on at the Post Difice Annex, which was right

behind the fieldhouse, for the holidll rush. ALl the meil to and fros the outlying Post Offices passed through the Oshiosh
ahnex, and Mark sust have soashow talked his way jnto sorting the sail that was going to the Poy Sippi lip Code area.
However he managed it (Lord knows what scam he rullld there!), 1 suppose what he did was simply pale every letter he rae
across addressed to the oy Sipii Dippi, while ietting ail corrlsfnndlncl sent to Scott Leipzig personally thrnugh, or
sosething similar. This way only part of the zine's sail would f#lounder. I always thought that was a nice touch, and one
characteristic of Mark Berch. Knowing him, he undoubtedly waylaid only & few letters at first, then gradually & tex sore,
until towsrds the end, as I've already noted, Scott was receiving only part of his asil. Than, to sake matters even sore
sanageable, Merk took ocut some insurance in Lne form of at east one aliss thet he had subscribe to Poy Sippi Dippi, ome

Cooper Daniels, There may have been wore, I'a not sure, Wark sust heve had & friend lor two) beck east who was u:il:g. to

raceive and then pess aiong his letters, and with the eastern postsarks Scott never susﬁected a thing. [ prefer to thisk

Mark's *confederate' had no idea what was happening, for its very unsettling to think the hobby might be populated with
- people like this. More likely, Mark told his he was singly playing a pba gase under an alias, giving hin one plausible

's=xcuse or another. In fact, now that I think about it, I's sure Nark was playing "sore than one hang,” for it’s only

5 reasonable to suppose 2 quy like him would take out sore than one insurance policy. He never was a trusting sort.

X Hy thinking is Copper Daniels, Florence Hotchkiss, and another rase I didn’t sention, Pete Lowry (Montgomery, Alabama

postmark), were ail Berch “puppets.” If I'm wrong, ] apologize to these people, and if they'll take the trouble fo write to

ae ['d be happy to set the record straight with another open letter o the hobby,

By the way, Mike Marsh has since written to Scott and apologized for his own rofe in the vilifications, though at the
time Mike had no way of knowing that he was being had, too, He even réceivad a lptter from Hotchkiss (Nike was Austria in
that gaze, and tesporarily got rich at "her” expense] about a sonth lftoriﬁr'ihvi Dewi cotlapsed. According to Nike,
Hotchkiss swore that she wouldn’t rest until Scott was sade to Bay for his “utter incospetence,” and she further urged Kike
to write to the other plaxers and convince thes to join in a letter campaign to other zines. Rike related all of this to ae
at the time, and I was able to disuade him fros taking any of thase actions himself, | didn't outright accuse Mark, but kept
my suspicions secret, [Instead, I serely indicated to Mike that Scott had been somehow had, and it would be nnll fair to lay
off for awhile until the matter could be cieared up. A year later I told Mike all I knew of it, especially Mark's
involvesent, and he in turn wrote to Scott with his |pnlaﬁy. But of caurse by then Scott had scved west and wanted nathing
$0 such as to forget the entire incident. For his tart, ike vowed to "wring that Berch's scrawny neck for his" if he ever
Taid eyes on hie again, But then Mark affects a lot of people that way. :

: Even after r!ldinf the stories in Diplonacy Norld I would have made none of this public, except that about a sonth ago I
received an anonymous letter asking me if 1'd heard ¢rom Scott Leipzig Jately. At first | tﬁought saybe it was from one ot
the people who'd been burned in Scott’s zine, and somwhow or other the persen had found cut sy addresg--from another zime

where [ was playing, grabahly. But then I tock a closer look st the postaark. The letter had been mailed from Lancester,

Pennsylvanis, which i nennrr serves was the sase place from which the Cooper Daniels letters esanated. Teaedistely I knew

it sust be Mark, up to his old tricks with se. Well, all I can say iy you better keep away from se, Mark. What you did to

Bcott, not to sention the other innocent players who got caught up in your nonsense, was bad encugh, Add to this your recent

Euhl::atinn of those sick stories with the bogus attribution to ae and I can't tell you how |nqr5 T an. But on top of al] of

his, I still fiiqu you owe e halé of that rent IDHII, and scaething on account for all those dope deals we did, top. In

- fact, as far as 1'm concerned it’'s the last straw, Wark. So again, I give Ynu fair warning, If you don’t keep away fros e,
i 1’11 tell the hobby the WHOLE stary about you, and see that you‘re run cospietely out of Diplomacy for goed,
e At last, BRUX, you'll understand why I wish to keep my own whermabouts ancrymous, though I°'s currently Ellyinq gaees in
three seperafe zines, so ] suppose it’s tnevitable that my wherssbouts will be Ieaked. I ask only that you believe se when |
say I's trying to go straight these days--call it a kind of Mark Berch withdrawal. [ pay sy dues and I play the gase fairly.
[ wish to lorget I aver knew the man, though § prohabln nevar will, Afterall, as we all know Nr. Berch 1s very active these
days with his own zine, and has even managed to clioak himself with & few rags of respectiability, though there are several
2ine publishers out there that have feit the tip of the degger with which I resesber his as being so proficient. | would
appreciate any feedback you and your rezders might have, especiall tnythin! alang the lines of encourageeent for Scott, He
just isn't *right" anysore. And ] certainiy encourage all of you t5 be on the lookout for nases like Cooper Daniels,
Florence Hotchkiss or anything that reactely sounds Tike an alias, I can quarantee if you play in a game with the likes of
th!l,Tlnuknon't believe what Rappens to you, not even while it’s happening,

ank you.

Sincerely yours,
Ehep

PS BRUX, all responses to this lstter should be addressed to:

Shep Rase

t/o Janet R, Fapenfuss
3501 Crown Blvd.
LaCrosse WI 5401
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Back in an eaxly lesus of V1, I ran a strategy article satitled “Spltilng on the
Bpard”, 1 received dozens ¢f responass begging me please not to run a piece entitlad
"Picking Your Nese”.,  Therefore, VD proudly presenis...

rleking Your Nose
Another Diplomatic Ontion

The truly skillful Diplsmacy player will strive to use every resource at his disposal
in oxrder to gain an sdge over the opovositicn in his games. One of the more ohscure
resources, often overleoked, can be found nestled smugly inside a playex®s nostrils.

It is well to remembsy that, by sheer coincidence, & healthy majordiy of Diplomacy
players have an instictive aversion to the art of noss-pleking and will raact with
disguet, Conseguenitly, this tactic iz besi used sparingly. but there are situatlons
in which 1t can be harnessed to one’s advantage {slse why print this article, rizht?)

Conéider, for syauple, the Franch player whe is daitiling the Itallan for coatrol of
the Western Med., Italy, supverdor in ilsel powsr, is alout to succeed in ilaking this
crucliel space. But Prance has noticed a fatal flaw in the Itallian armors Italy is
nguseated by the sight of & finger insorted ilnto a nostril., Now there ars twe options
{or the Fremchman in this ssenarios oither he c¢an sit back with bis thumb up hls rear
deing oothingy or he oan corner Itely during negotiatlons, vpoke a finger deep into his
nostril, pull ocut = hlg, Jjuley greemsr and warn Italy, “Look, pal, you go to the Hastern
Hed and I'm really soing to stick 1t to youl™

Stiil on the theme of using the disgust factor to your advantesze 1s a more beld
tactleal ploy known as the "Flying Boogerman”, We all Kpow about the "Flylng
Dutchman”, in which an extrs urnit is surreptiticusly added to the beard, Well, why
not do this with something other than an army or fleet? Some playsrs may think 1t
" snot fair, but suppose you, as Germany, are losing your war with the Russian. When
everyomne ‘s out of the room, slealthily delve into your nose and viace the result right
in the middle of Herlin. If Russia iz the squeanlsh sort, he is sure to aveld dirtying
his 11l y-white army by oxdering it into this coutaminated province. Thls knowledge
frees up your units for the defense of HMunich, and you may even end vp holding him off
while the rest of ths Leard sympatheilcally flocks teo your assistance., If a historical
Justificaticn is meeded for this ploy, Jjust remember thut throushout history armies
have always been reluctant to lnvade a foreiun provines which was infested with the
plague,

It is wiss, thoush, to aveld deoing this to: ofien. UWe are deallinz with 2 limited
resource here, and even though jwu fay have picked good allies, they may not always
subwit to lettlny you plek their noses shouvld your suppiy become exhaustad.

A varlation on the theme of the Flying Dutchman is Lo switch an oppenent’s unit
for one of your owng this Yoo hms an zquivalent ploy invelvins the nasal pessages,
Suppose now that you are Italy, beins invaded by Frapce, and thai his army in Tuscany
is about to receive an order crucial tov your demise. I France will not listen to
your pleas for mercy, you may slyly jnsert s few fiﬁgers into your nose {preferslbily one
at a time), pick up the Frenmch army snd fondle it lovingly foxr a feow seconds, and
replace 1t on the beard, The greenigh tinze it has now assumed may lead the Frenchis
to forpet it is his, and as a resuitiit may be ieft snordered. And, to add insult teo
injury, if the other players are equeslly oblivious, you misht even get away with
ordering it as your own nnit ~- lead§n£ to some very sasy wins as Italy.

Deoes she or doesn't she? Only Cayuso nose for sure,

Baclk to the topic of Woogers on the board, it is very casy fo mess up an enemly’s
moves by affixins a2 small bit of the stuff to the holtom of crne of his pleces.
bepending on its conslistency, you may either make his units stick to the provinces
they are currently occupylng, or slide farther than intended when he pushes them to
a bordering space. If your nostrils operate independently of each other, then you
are luckler still ag you may have both of these tactlics at your disposal simulianecusly.
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The cholce of nostrll can te a cruclal factor in other ways as well, If you, as
Austria, have been truthful with Turkey up t1ll row and have bsen plcking religlously
from your left nositril when talking to hiw each turn, don't suddenly switch nostrils
in mid-game! If he's at all competent, he'll notlce the changd and suspect it as a
"i8ll" that you are about to stab.

If the choles of nostril is an importent considexation, then so 1ls ths cholce of
which finger to ume. lobody is likely to notice you A1f you ave able mesrely to get
the tip of youxr plmky into your mose, but even your most bitter adversary will bes moved
to grudging admivation if you manmges to insert the whole of your middle finger. And, if
you are down e your last doi, you wlll need to do something to hold onto your scenter.

Some players have been kmown to coxry this to extremes, though. 1 distinotly
remember a young lady in cn2 of my games & whille back who, as Framce, had run out of
c¢lezn fingers and ordered & Wwsst to pie. This action vather dlstiracted ue other
mlayers, naturelly, and we conceded her the win,

I'11 wrap this up by mentioning an extreme ploy I invenisd some time ago, called
the MNasal #curlsher., I wouldn't have dreamt this up except theti my sister Judy was a
putrition majoyr at Cornell. It shewld oovly e used as a last resoxrt by starving,
freezing victims of a plane crash in the Aprdes Meountalns. If you find yourself in
these uphappy olrcumstances, playing what well may be your very last Dippy game everz,
rememler that your opporents as well as you are on the vergs of death by eXposure and
starvation., As the playsrs die off om by ote, their positionsz must be placed in
civil disorder. Last to die will win, of course. In this rather unlikely scerzmrio,
you should keep in mind that the matter inside your noss contains several nutrienis
egsential to human 1ife. Overcoms your averslons and nosh away; no spoon or fork is
needed for you etiqueite buffs as itts finger food. Just don't letl the others see you
as they may get the same idea and follow sult, diminishing your advantages.

I suppose this article may have aggravated a few cranky sould, but then agein some
people frewn at letter~passing or stabbing as well. But the truly serious player will
do anything to galn an edge, and these are just scme idoas to be used as the situation
warrents. Look at 41 this way -- it'a just a variation on the more popular strategy
‘of using your head.

Merry Christmas, sveryone!

BRUX

Bruece Linsey
73 Ashwelot 3t., Apt. #3
Dalton, MA 01226

\ Your =uh explres with issuve #_i£+ / -



