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I'm afrald I'11 have io open this iasue with & pair of gpologies. This ls the
mid-meathly 1 promised with all of your recent {and in & Tew sases rat-so-recent)
letters; however, At doesn®t contain all of your letters., I fit in what I could
but there is 8till & whole gzllon of atuff lef't over, so if you seadt it and $4"s not
in here, I ask for your further gatience. Eventually, I°ll get everything cnught UPs
The other matier is a bli more ssrious. My ilypewrlisr broke down shertly before I
finished typlug VD #87, so paris of that lasue and #88 were very hawd to read. The
typewriter was strikipg the ditwc master so hard that it was punching holss zight
througn 1t on certaln letters. I rectified this by putiing a blunk shsat c¢f paper
gver the dlito mastar as I typed,; bul the result was near Uilegibilily on certalin
pages. (I had to rstype the iast 1B pages of #88 and take than to the prinier, they
were so bad. Grrxr.) Alas, certain peges of thls issue were typed before the typer
finally got itsels fived, so that soms of you may have & bit of troubie with the
letter col this time around. If you come across ghy prges that you canmot vesd, ler
me kinow and 1°11 do what I can. Falr enough? The wyper is fixsd as I type this, me
future issues should not suffsr from this ailment,

Circulstion hera hit an all-time high of 132 with #57, mrimarily as 5z resudt of
the fact that the lssue was free and therefore went to ssveral psople who exjpired
the lesue before. It's dropping now and I sxpect that trend ts contiaue since thers
wor’'t be any opsnivgs hsre for a loeosong time, Speaking of the free lssus, ore
person (Brisn Lorbsc, I think) thenked we for it. You're welcome, Brian. I giar®
avaryone #lgs was too groased out by the nasal article...

Sinece this is kind cf a clsaringhouss issue, I°m holding out the Doomls of the ieer
results till next time (hopefully) and getting im as many letters ac ¥ can. Tasre
will be s hriel reviaw of BRUXCON and ByrneCon, bath of which will preobaltly te nritten
up in more detail elsewhers {such as N¢ Fixed Address and Anduin). additiensll
there will be an article of sorts on some of my philosophles on publlshing and GMing,
An respongs to certain people’s guestions at ByrneCon and some comments that have
been publiished elasewhere (eo.z. in North Ssalth Wect George). The guestionz discussed
will be of the sort that I find fagfinatlng and th?t many others find boring, Oh, well.

‘The Yoies of Duos e & Journal af p@atal Diplom;af biished every now and then hy

Bruca Linsey, 73 Ashuelot St., Apt. '3, Dalton, MA 7122 Fhone (413) H84-0557. Subs
are 10 imsuee for $5.00. Standbys are wanted, Thpre are no game cpenings, ror will
there be any for an awfully long tqu. ,

Diplomacy is a reglstered trademark for a game invented by Allan B. Calhamer an
copyxighted by Avalon Hill.

BRI IRBRIR G DIBANADRR
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NOTE+ My correct address is the one in Massachusetts -- I'm Just using up some
old return addrese sitickers for the nexi two or thres lssues...
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Um, lgacrte ihe nods ai the hottow of page 1, wWitleh was typed up sevave. tars refove
this vage, As 14 turn® out, thilas lesuve will fly without sn srvelope duw o .8 aleg
(24 page=}. Au enwelope would up the postage cost by 17¢ spiewe., all .0, subbers
will weseslve this lssue naked.

I rmeed soms wmove voluudsers for wy standby Lllst, watvhas desa»pemiai?.yﬂ P omal ot
ny players ma:aa e resign eu masny richi now and te raplazed fros lhe sie vy tiet,
aad thern all of the raplacemenis wers to reslign snd e Tapiscdl with aore f-:-‘,:s_;:.z"z',rs from
the sia wlﬁ‘by 1ist, and then s11 of whe standbys for the depsried staudsye 7o (he
orixival plsysvs were to quit as well I°¢ aut of luek as thers wouid o L e LW
or three standbwe laft on the "13 Ha—ln out your poexr (. Sign up fer . Gb
standby liet todey?! iho koows - tha position you jave [lom Qivid Dlzordo: iy ve
FOUr LWL

Jdoan dxtom, Rb. 1 Box 26W, Pullomath. OR §7370 (phones {503) 2%-3e2% . Las arked
me w0 meptlon thar 3L youtres the Lype of player who enjoys picki% up bl iot A.’Le bils
and piecus of youwr wi-ally, you mey wani to atvtend LepexCon at her houss ou Hareh
1648, Lepsebon - the only novhy gavhexing shere jouo oan bray givs wow apoone-is
e fleger.  CJust he csrefal gbouni handing your 831373 ear L4 BUGha.-

Torra T Juost reellged that the BRUZCCH and By tellon weitanps Aave W Foooen L
LRES. ’i“"*i(‘ffﬂ.u pae ettty wild.  Atbtendeas incinded Zrtan Dovber, Steve Hitiiun {(fon
Janadet), wrle Yapno, Nike Berae. Jin Hakus, Ted Furey. BHUY bimsell, ard v iirxe's
territde faue, all d‘s: way Lrom Sallforpla.  We zpat & falr BIL o0 tlme wingliag e
Bostiae sopgs From e play e YD EEE, ot unfortunately wore drownsd cub o7 5008
SLTANKE B0l emi*t*ma; from ﬁr,-.nn 2 Lharoat. Play one Dippy gams, whien =wiied I o
Feamy draw.  Your huwsle adlter, an H:*‘he,,r, vpened Witk & Co@-Smy., & Swg, o,
¥ oank-Oer and st3il mede A Lo thn cod-game. Now. if the gave had lasisd 0331 "Ol...

Fleged a sk gane in wbich I wend all eoué to wipe Svie Rane’s cndis L0on vhe bosrd,
Stazed o massive ahtack vhish covered nosh of the wurid, and It fineily,. s00r fifsesn
sinvtes of Durdens Tlehtlog Lodled down o my lasi '.uss“ bie siimeleling vmdy sprinst
his Lust poesible Asfender., Me belng the attecker: I had to bemt his 0ls il or
1oas the game. & zolled a 4wo il mearly died, Bub my fvight twresd to cupiasy
instents later. Zxls rolled, and the roor revernbecrstsd zith criss of:

BRIC, OV ROLLED A CMETY

The ¢eletwnilon m%i md wolaterovaly for sev 'm;! minvtes; 31 6 opawre oall
from the tenant in ihe arariment ielow me reminded uo thad It was M e BB
Lryling Lo sieeyn. Jther than that lnclident, which Exdc wil) never e p&rm wed to
foregst, the high potm. o? the con was uwhon the toliel ovenflowed 10 ihe o' ix ol woe
asgnt and ¥rien and ¥ owent seervhing for a pluggsr &b b An the acrnling 0 Jfdng
fird oos. ) Touk tue hﬂw geng cut I inbster plague, Dal Do onw siitad o0 oan well
ai I did. On owall., Brisn fall tvwise on the driveway, which was shest of loe, Ty
vesrly misead hls tradn whev he left o vislt Nelssr Heldntomen in Boflale. iloe
stabbod p2, Steve was ono of thoass brave souls wWho ook ny silde whew wr sluvtad argulag
about Whe merite of siviet Ming (Lhue ending an pnsrshy ¢ase whish ¥ was or the way
te vinndng), and Eric roiled a one, We're doing it agatn next yesy. 1wty e}l
velier show up 5T -mm

How Yeur's at Kuthy's wan exedilng, to say the lsast. 1 g03% to gdve Joun, boardsan
a ride home one night, thas moving thal even nonaxinteni peopla can drive.  rbext
Saehe wam there, oxd mwovided us @ll with Lots of anieriainment. Ho's x fuiry lalilds
man who 18 obsesssd with forming cpmuiitess ard spending the word almut hov fd
Yalker iz vot ¢ membexr of the Dipicmasy btobby. Booty iz solng to g@*-\ re o waition
on the New York Geulaz Board, though, ac ¥ shouldn‘t spesk too 11 of his. “nis
Byrveloen was a fixre. for me ia that T didn’% aset anyons ihare who ‘;;"& Aaver pat
befars, I must ba yatiling old. Wy dildn’t even taks o traditlonel wen~icurTe vide
throvgh Haxlem, Had a senl-heated dlscuselon ope nishi regarding (¥img prestices.

It ws pretty much me ugalnst everyons else in the room {eycept for Julie ¥xriin. who
sur pxdsesd ne by axrvelng with me ou. several pci,azifss ghace Steve Hution pgeo’ ! afxived

Ly then. L'w proud io say that I asre than held my swm, ftoo. Mowe on iy nter.
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"negative” feedboek on your fake,
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genxally axe in ovexrabuniance and

Teat, mm-qmummm?m

((Coming Zrem you, that’s Wswhum Thauko,
I don®t recall giving you any

that fakes




Fres Jie Williges (15713783 4

Dapyr Brues,

Afbew thaes dage of Jediontod rondivz, I Fioelly weldsd mr way thoough 211 mdllion
apd oue opges of ihe aondvevesyy issue of VD, I couldn< hawe mpde 1%, e i not
fer the cuerllensy of W weisting. I wp peviloewianly ispessesd sdth the subelasions
¥ B} Wootml, end I enjoyed ovexy one of them. I also 2iked Jobin Radox's account of
his treln Yo Fory, particulszly so bafoess 14 wee odRlilar 40 By cwn vaoation to
Guatarals o fow yeaxs Buchk. Somstay, I may welto of Whal Litdle tvip.

Thoes wore 80 many thirgs I Tound do doxment om, thet this w1} ond up bedng o
zathsr laagihy lovtex, Ob well; 193 sues you wen't adnd,

I an antovaded vhen I read of peoplo sho belliove ihst the whlie malus o tedoy wust
Y Lo the  sius of whilte anles whe caps bhefoze them. OF cowes, I dou®d soe any
of thess rightecus soule offoring <o give up tbelr Jols o thelr mwnsy to aid the
vanse of righilng rest Anjuatices, Hhoo will peoplo isaxn thai boe. scong is not
sorzsotod by o ding E0ws wEorgs to YUY Wie cam oey Shal lLoumets «f the eled o soms
leng-dred Teleicks andl Some mosent-day ywefudicsd Jorks, that I ruet pay?i How cen
g&%ng Juatddy thie insanity?

L 50 toe 2ol anpeejudicad pureor I kuow. I oould dotumont sewe prec? ot I'a not
foing 4o, 8o just take my word for A%, I hove Zeen twoth aides of this issue; and
G cmay exply on both ovunis, X913 expledin sy ellualion ond lat you all aes sy
I pdght Yo & txiflc bittex,

My wifs, a3 somp pacple know, is Sponish, To te aoxw apecdfie, she®s of Dustemeien
dasoent, Sbe oo worked at fnwvoe for 18 years, ccnparel to my if yemrs, She s m
gront morker, alecst wimivaled. in focht. Fer peefurmeans 12 up 30 e psind thet s
oncs comaldacod umeitalagdlo. Her rrampd for Ber oxoellant wori  hes beon belng
seoged over for those phowoticns that nont 4o tus men and & whilo femalo (vho happensd
o bz sezuwing the doss) wAth 7 resus loss sonloxdty with Amndo.

Thor come “alfirmetive aoticr®, Fedomel lovestigoioze cuam to cheok us oud, sard lo
and bohold, thay found an simosd penfect woxker havisg hox saxnoer Lsing wapsd By the
CoRpany. They ohscked Povhhne: axd told py wife that mwwnds swuld to sxde, The
coEpaiyy admiited that Basti o woonged, and oo Peds azd iance sat down to deteraine
how o gight the weong. Cue fnvestizator confided thet ghe muld rocolive & yyomotion
{moh Rasczved) asft o Jow thovcend doliluns.

A Swmy thing beppeed, Wovgh, Jivay Ceartes 1ozt tha sleciisn to Rennle<boy,
wd suddenly 4ba Lowostigatore vemiohed, the cace was glosed, and Kartd recolved nothing.
Hothingi Hope wms a cans vhers an injustios was being acorzeoted, ot thaeeugh fuxther
Injustion, hut by ine the wromz. That hird of offimeative goidon loft with Caztor,
Wt quetes womadn, (¥hat I eell “segntive artieny,}

I Jeave Muxti's oaes whore it r«;ﬁa&m todoy, apd Mezin my stevy. RY earesr with
Anoco pwogreszad well, with good xyliees snd poomstions coming oy wny rapidly. Although
ny work didn®t changs in the office, the rating I reosived for it tock o tuxm fox the
wrse about 3 yesrs ago. Onincidenielly, that wms the t12e whan o naw supexvisow ‘ook
wver, o ms black, : '

I have two co-wexhars who do thy sans thing I 4o on the same shifl. Ome is taok
and ons is a white girl wheo lives with a biack zen (yem, they axe opgaged). These
two co-vorkers had Just beon od into e Job wo now @ll do, whila I had thres
yoaxs of oxpsrdence at the tine cur rew supexvizem: tuok over.

In 3 yoaxs my cevser bas suffsred egihack efter solbuck whils oddly ensugh, Xy
ooworkers outlook has W=ightensd, ' The blask guy I work with (who happers 30 bs &
good fxiend) is and alwys has been nisiske-pront. Ky femnls co-wsrkow and averyens
eise in thw eomputor xoon wexe shothed when lhey found oul this guy mas boling oconsidersd
for preaotion while I was nov, Ny black frisnd wat squally surprised that aur femals
co-worker was boing coveddsred as woll, and not mo, Noliber cne of thoam got ths jJobe
I wan oonsidercd the faverite by the vatk and file of the computer room unitil 1t was

dlscoversd thet I wmantt 'mins considered,
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Recently, the Credit Card Center has been feoling the suonomle srutbch aad s a
resuli our two centers are coabining, This has causad sons shifting around of perzonnel
8inoe we have almost 2 of every poaition available. (Soms poople are not 20ving here
frem Raleigh, though, which makes some jobs safax. )

Hell, when 1t came time to f£ill the 2lots in ny arcoa, my two co-workers survived.

T 412 pot and I wlll soon e demoted. Thae worker who took my spet? Oh yaah, she®s a
gixrl that was promoted less than a ago and who resontly serves as & backup to our
ares., Six years on my 305 mt'mﬁco

Ancco has a policy now 4o treat all employees falrly regardless of race, color, or
areed.”® Yes, they have thair quotas: I have a fow friends sho are in managesment that
confira that “unofficial" quotes are indecd iv affect, I am presenily filing a protest
with Amoco and considering legal astion because ng, I do not fesl that me and my family
have to suffer bocause of someons else’s warped, asinine senas of justios. If more
people shaxed that idiotic ideal that makes ne. pay for my fatberds sistakos, who knows,
we alght svaer return t¢ the days when ithe famly of a cxriminal suffered tho secms fatse
ab he. Parhaps we could eee indsntured servituds make a comelack, where dascendants
would remain enslaved until a debt uwas Bettled, .

In answer to Merk Law’s asseriéon that one must wish to be black to convinos him of
dlsarisination againet whites,..btullshit! Thexe 13 no logic to that statemant at alll
If God were to come down and tell me he was going to aake ae black, I%d aopspt it and
ay career would skyrocket, But I am what I am and not wanting to be something else
does not change the fact that 1% paying for someons elav’s amistakes, ‘

This is one of the fow things that I%ve dlsagreed with Berch on lately, but he’s
got & long way to go to convince me that I must suffer in this smanner., His ocomparison
$0 a race is close, tut atill off base, My forefathers won their races already, because
of their skill or other “hoeses?™ handicaps. This 1s no longer the same race, though,
Mark, BEvory generation begins a now raoce, and you advocate giving me more weight in
the aiddle of raca. If I%e got a lead, 1t%s becanwe I exrmad it. Who among you
can toll me I 0t?! Bnough, though, on this lamenteble toplc.

On sssson ssparation requests, I love the idea that Mark lew attrituted to
that players must submii the most likely retreat resulis and their ozders msed on thes,
and a Beparstion request would be granted only if somsthing slse arises. I suggested
10 Ron Bxown a few months age that no vote on should eount as an
atetentlion, Somoons proposed the same thing somcwhars in YD), but I can’t find it
(wondex why?). To detall it further, if no one yqies, the proposal fails dve to lack
of ‘Antezest (better in that respect than WVRwyss), A GM may add an additiomal -

;

lately. 1% not going to comment qn that now,
a related topic, that of our new "gophisticated” .
almys been supsricr, bul converting that into tbgs- that wozk seens

over o you can bet that business will be behind it. The
1ike Reagan stay in office, the_ stronger tusiness gets ard tiw
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olosar w9 30% %o & cosplotoly mwinondodomtmated exisiomce. Govermsont "of ihe pouple”
BoY soon W a thing of tho pastes. '
Finalldy, Garzy Hduolin 48 o srest writer! I bave always folt this and his humeaoww
stoxy showt sutting “eoms o)™ in o towck wes movely confirmatlion of zhat I know,
Thatc A% Zow now. KHoop wp the good work, BIAKE Ioouwe #85 = of ¥ ae_ggm
wWill long be yememteaed by cany &% & dett ever An the histoxy of the he

({Whox, thore! Auright; 4% w8 decsni, but lot®s not go overbeard.

You have gvery reassen to Ttz bitter, and to take acticn, over your treatacni at
ARGOG, 1 axieo with yourr viswe cn this motier a hundeved per ovant.

As for tho situatioz voegaxrding dofevtive or infericr U.35. militexy equipment,
lot's put sco sore Wose whors 14 dolongs. IT the governmont ie willing 1o ascept
infericy wenpomry, than 1tts hard to dlame usinesses for melling it too S0 suppoes
Hopost Joo mus wsinges X and submites his conpany®s bid 4o Uzois Saa, teking luto
mmtumummmmmwmmt, Doerr e got the
ceiteactt OF courss wwb, The governnsnt ¢asoses o louwey bidders ons wo will naks
chenp seulpmen, dhaa: ”!.;ra

1 2019 hure the elightest Sdes of what I%a talkiug about,

The solutlon you mentinn vegarding soparntion requreis s il Tight, though I
prefer the wy I hewe A% now. AS fon Gavry Ramlin, ho'e xight up thexo amorg tho
ro&t optodtoaining weitors ian the hebly, I jJust wich @ could ae9 3 litile wore of
hiz work, mere often,))

The following letisy w2 st o Alox from Greg Fills., It &3 peinted hexe with
£)az"s and Greg®s poymission, slightly edited:

Dowr Alox,

I bava becn intending to wrilte you for quile somo 4imw now, Tui school apd work must
coms fives, I have 2lvays beon inpreessd by your wwiting. Wil novar so much av the
cclvoup in the emulverssry issuc. Am o tecdegew, I suppsss thal you would quite
naturally loek up to ¢ "growi-ups” What you know an etasples of hat to be Me.
Ymutmmmmwwmbowpmamwymmﬂm
appointed apnd Aiailiusicnad” groatly. OCan't apy 28 I Wame you. I oo becans dis-
sicnad after By first onsounters vith the xesl woexlid. It seomed 4o me that it wps
Just ke high scheol, osply wonss, Everymud? you go you will find the gamo playexs;
and I don't mean INplonncy. Aueriosns ave gonerally in geod slapo; w °tmu
mahnmm“~mmumm.mmmumnmwum
lawveded, and we anfoy the highost stondard of 1iwving In ths worlde 1 guess theat homo
soplans 220 ‘wod 28 prellon &olvere, and in the abgencs of rmel probless thay swie wp
some, That 1s wut T teliove hn# bappencd to you and BEmmce and the others. Sczoons
Mmmmuum&m mmm.thmemgm;mm

l

t

m:smatmmmmnmmmmwmnmmumm
W)hmmwm I dea't care. But I do think that your reaction len't

the pxotor one, Ymhvamﬂthutmemqum oy axe you allowing sonsvne
ch%hh%tjwmhmym‘r Ihwevery snsemmmmmm.

hobby. !mmmmamwwmgmmmmm
you g0, ¥ill you alweys ceaot the Saze xy? I bops not. If you enjoy writing and
soeling your woccds publiched, then de §% and domn the rest!  I€ you no longex enjoy
writing, then quit and daxn the 2ost! Yhat you 4s in thix Jife is up to you, so don’t
ot AEYRODY t21l you what to 4o with 4ti

I fallow some very ®
tives; I think befoxre 7 acl; and I almys do wdat is Leat Jor me, beomvss I can never
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From Ivo Bouwsan (11/6/83): 8

Danx BRUX .

Gotting your iesue &3, as well as *heo VD Readsx Fospomso Poll, I fuurd enough
xgason 0 write you agaln. I know youlwo asked for a guick vesponoe, ami I°m soryy I
Aidn®t zgke that, Well. you ses, I cnly got your ¥D €3 in Celtober, end by thon I was
heavily sivdying for an exam, Rut thoak God I%e dore that ove now, %0 time to get
involwesi in Dip agadn.

Now Before I say & faw thinge abeut the pell, first 1ot ne explain the pictuxe I
ioeludsd. It°e not a good oas, Wut meactically tho ondy one with we 3z it that I
deve 5 pesalivoe of, and 3% iz sppropriate Ginoe it show a fow othar players as wall.
Ckay. ot me fizet tell you wiw 1s o in the pleture. I3 tho one with the blue Boty
Mowic T-3hirt. This picture xan tnlan last Pelruary. ¥o have ofificisl champlonshiyp
naiches ovexy ysar, This yow: ws hed two “semifinais”, with twenty-eight poop
taking peet toth timen, fyrom which two timos thres playere suelifled for the 8,
to he h2id Deaupbay 17, Tho £irst scalfinals wavo 10 Gropingea in Foruory. We used
& plage »llisc "The Walrue®, wilch is %ind of o Tax vhare gll kinds of aind zames ave
played, like chosn, drewghts, Go, and Diglomasy. That wes a groat suviroment! He
played both en Batuxdey and Sunday zed She thvee peoplo having scored best jusiified
for the finela. MNow the pictuve shown thom, as wal) as last year®s ohamplon, who
sotovaticelly qualifies, I°11 give vou the mames; Zrom left to right you sse Rob
van dex Burg, Teljo Dosrnbory, o and our defonding champlon Jam Fordnga. Leat menth
the other somi®innls woxe ployed, 8o row it io wallokrowm vho will be playing the
£i02)s in Deoomber, The finalse last yeaw, that I wa® Incky enough to qualify for too,
peent to ke e buni Taco-to-Cace gane I0ve ovox pluoyed in, ovon though I ondy ecuwe In
sixth, Apayt from {his vompotitien, whioh i3 nico, I peviicnlarly like thn atmoaphero
that there woeckonrds distinguish. and I am epparently not the only ons who thinks so,
since Lanides thyee seckonds for the antual championahiy thore ave being organised
sevars) 7cons” ao well. Thoedt Jefinlicly io 2 Mg afdventage of livirg in & coutitzy as
smell a2 the Hatharlands! You oly havo to drive for ot a0t thrss heurs to get
whorevar yon want te §o. Hexi podth we ave orzanisiag a ooh agaln, and we aro goixg
o W2y 10 play a variart in which fuuxicon playsere play ons geme. CGouples are foemed
t0 commondl o country. That woous you have Dodler poseiMlitiss to segotlate, but
also that you havo L0 agres with your parinss 22 wial awves 40 mukal! I'a very curious
how that’e geling to o, In the past ue havs also played tha stab variant face to-
fa00 (the varlant whero only tiie moves odeirusied exn visvaliped op the board), which
aypearad to be groat fun! : :

Fow Jet na 101l you what I think of Volice of Doom. First I°1) give an overall
improssicn, then 1911 zivo somo ccaments o1 a a of quostlons on your form.

Yo .%mmmamhlesjoy ndouely! I supplles mo with an immonse amount
E% Ing-fun, I myself 1ike {as/you know) the game of Diplomacy o lot, tut am also
very imerosted in any other subjest - wsll, almsot cny other subjoot, and I feel
very mwh related to the American yay of thinking, Sc st YD especinlly provides me
with 1s & chance to xoed & 1ot about p2ll thet at ence, not having to correspond with
&1 thoee parsoaally. I p Yy tho way, thot I%ve anewered question 10.a.
with this, ((The gquestion zead, ™ do you snjoy most about Y?".)) As far as 10.b,
goes lot ne say that thare is nothing I zenlly hato, but things % I don't partioulaxly
cars for are ihe endlcsansss of hopserule disevscions, GMing dissussions, sto. I om
iaterested in it, thouglh, dut songiimes It acems to get cut of hend, as faxr as quantity
goss, To commmnt on » coupls of quections, leat s Wrlelfy give you zy opiuion on
those mpttera. Weo zlso hnve houseruins, qQuits specifis on cectaln mattars, but not
that apocifia, Whet I consider most ismportant of them is our last 1vle, in which

w put it vary clearly thet in casss of doubt wa are the coss thet ave right, That is
of courss clorely xelated to our GMing. Of ocourze we do 2ot accept just evexything,

btut in general we comider it in Uw interset af all playexs to have 2 good gums, And



T

w;mytk%mmmmrbm%dhmmmﬂ ohemﬁ&ﬂm,m*tm%

who honefit ef e zuwe (Afbor all, vho vemie %o Vin Wy an wdesired MR o7 cas's
opponEt? ). W#Wﬂwﬂ&%tm vl A Boh 8 A Sl eand A S43 8
Amwmum,wmwmmmt the playor thet he shouldntt do that,
((You've coulused mep, I dont see anyihlung wong with Hwes oxders oithe:, unless

1]

mm%ﬁt@y@k&%ﬁmmﬁl,)) But: Brvem, weallss when wou fwed this
that I ceanlotely navee with you whan you say thet people playing dn VD stcwid kmow
m&ngmmmmwmmmMﬂmms
‘M

Thore 18 anothor natisr that I want o ccmpent on, and that is the conivovareliss
you avp dealing with, or doeli wiid. I¢ 48 intersating 2o we o learn foom you
Americsrs hew it oud g0 ?wmwummMWmmwm%mmvmm
& "Taud” pet. ({Ivo then 4luoneses come of the bobby's Yeuds i meow detédl, and
mnmmmu)) You sd) bohave 24ko L4lots]

¥ell, 1ot me £irich this detior vith zomothing a 1itide acwe “Light*, ¥y plans
Tor oanb yuar of goizg 4o the Steted agein, I pruss thoy owe webtty low o, aluce
T w413 prodebly go t¢ Borwmy for o oy wesks, whieh will B in July, %us looving ae
1itids Pime 5o vion anetiwr vgsation, Dut then sgalzm, ihio yose I Zised oked e
vmm 1n Sxiboeriand in ingust, ond fizelly decidod (thxec moke Waloro laevilg-co )

to Ty «£f L0 R Fropndoes in Ancdl! Might I 4o e agoin, I will probebly go o
the Swotheass; Floxdinm o wthsw, The fiast Way I o8 4n o U.B, T dwawelled
arcucd the New Prpland vogicn, thos pazsing ikaough sltany. Thoe highlighds of <had
tuip vere scadie Hetlomsl FPaxl: aod rost of all, tho refting tzip I mada on Kenneies
Rivew, Moleo} Mtwwxﬂmvmmwmm‘ exl Guober. And sioes I oyoroed the
goridrent last yoar, hus oeeing the "WAL4 Woot®, ~and this yoor I Yrevallnd theough
thy Southaoed, I flguca thet if T go again, mwmmsmm Thauke for
the avitadion sayHaY, ard Wivh K you nover ow, you juet might pet & phone oall
woxs uenk Yhat I% ot e Adteny Coyhomd 04nt3080 o s

Just u Jeat questica. A% X sald Wlope, YD offecs some greab xoeding untardals
Oax: T tramaslate an ariisle Swom 3% evexy pow and thea, of course nazing the gouxos
and the witc?

Hell, that?s abwut Yo, ?wmmmaum@m. A wp Say in Dutehis
"‘rwzmtonwhm

Kmpﬂliﬂso

{Touxe Jucky. Today I sat ditto Mm, ond daneged sy repxodusiicn
oquiml- ,MIbmto you wnt from amm:

Ihmmdmwtammmmmuy(“)mw ¥ eorn o the
Stam. Got yourmalf ‘o the Pidisficld atatiwn and IC11 xush ::d.ar& wer ¥ get yoeul
(m you give uc more advanoe setisa, IC1L e abls to plan to show you scownd. )

mm tmwwamormmmtm;zmmtmxmt
mm&nmmmm lattaxs rscently heve saffezed siallar fated...
You are carvest to ohaesvo, hat scko of us dabsve like 1diots egmotimes,

m:mwm;xmmdmmm»m It% intoresting to howr mare
about tho Dutoh hotly ead ite 1™ ud tuned, please,

Your philosophy of doadiines ogn % pxo o Eow late 33 07 Tuwo houra?
Then 4t your sigted Zaedline is 8 o%alock, your X Geal3n0 is 10 apd you'se
Mmm_mmuuummm Pive aigsten? Then you should tell
your players tzuttfully . dontline 4o 8105, mot B400. IR saryy I£ it ecunds
haxd-asaed, Wi a G hos o dmeu the Linc somaxhave o tho cing would br delayed

nd @ ha lioe must bLe draxm, he aight 28 wall teld ths |
truthfully whexe. Kind of 1ike soms of the states hexs, xho Wil you that the apesd
st 48 55 niles par hours, snd then hypowrdtically lot acioxisis get a:my with 46.

Huw, Thexe I g0 wAth ono of those Giing discwieions you don't oars £07...))

Fg
£o




From Peter Arsoff (11/17/83)

/10
Dear BRUX,

I don't care what sverybody says -- 1t°’s hard to stir up controversy in the pages
of ¥D. I mean, I bezted the mighty BRUX on the subject of houserules, and what did I
get? One offhand remark from Eric Ksne -~ and he ended up agreeing with youll Guess
1'11 have to try something else. Lei's see, I'm in favor of ERA, legallized abortion,
handgun reglstration, and tax reform, and I'm against school prayer amendments, the
exclusionary rule, and tuition tax eredits. Any takers?

I would like to stand by for the SIRIUS game, For some strange reason 1 expect
that you may be wrong about it being cver too fast.

({(Serxy, it's overs the houserules won.))
From EQ Wrobel (11/24/83, excerpts, ellipses expunged):

Dear Brucifer, ) — ‘ L . ,

I've finplly waded through your anniversary isewe. I understand all the heopla.

I enjoyed several of the articles. "How Not {o Got a Puppei" was very good. I alsu
got a tlckle out of the "You Mlased the Deadline" cartoon, Berch on accepting/rejectlng
articles, your own "Rzal Publishers Don't,..", the "For Better..." cartoon, and the
euphemlsms, Gary's play was hilarious. Quite flattering te bs portrayed as the
representative of sophistry.

How delighted I was to leaxn that I have the fifih seed for Doomls of 1583 "for
double-ordering units”, for I am a Doomie and I have double-ordered units. It 1s
true that I receive Volce of Doom and that several years ago my orders were dlsregarded
by a gamesmaster for misuse of holding and supporting. Your readers can't write.

I would be remiss to chastize Ms, Extrom for her rantings and ravings. It is
surmrising that she failed to notlce my tongue. Further, it would appear that Ms.
Extrom and I are, to some degree, matss rexually. I (am) a working model of abnormal
psychology.

Kudos to Nelson Heintzman for his very cogent commentary on the effects of raclal
slavery on U.S, sconocmlc expansion. The emphasis on "righting past wrongs" misses
the point of ald programs to blacks. The purposs is to amelicrate the prosept-day
effects of those wrongs both past and present. Wz are not discussing a laboratory
exparionnt, s mathematical eguation or z computer pregrzam, dut the real world of
today. Perscnal prejudice ls not the same as instiiutlonal racism. Perhaps a
different kind of example wduld be persuasive tc those sharing your political beliefs.
Let's hypotheasize that lily-livered liberals (President Extrom, Vice-president Wrobel.
National Security Advisor Walker) take over the U.S. and disarm unilaterally. Then
the Russlans and Cubans conquer the country and snslave ihe populailon. They ring
in their own to colonize and act as a ruling elite. Americans have no righis; thelr
property is seiszed; educational and health systems are allewed to deteriorate (except
for the ruling elite); your own g#eat-sreat-great-great grandmother (then a young
woman) 1s raped by a Cuban. Therg is no legal rgdrass, You aund your ancestors can
pass for Latinos, : f

After centurles the yoke hesin; to slip some., Amerlicans galn some righta. They
can drink out of the same water fguntains as a Russian, Their athletes can compste in
mrofessional organizations with communists. Bventually they dare to engage in mass
¢ivil disobedience. Many are beafen. maimed, killed but some galn a measure of
politicai power. A few Russians gnd Cutans (1labaled “American sympathizers" by their
hard-line colleagues) are persvadsd that Americans should not be treated as second-
class citizens. Still 1t seems adeurd to integrate schools. The children fight and
even 1f the schools aren’t aqual, they are separate. Besldes, Russians and Cubans have
the right to set up thair own private schools. It woulé be ridiculous to bus Russlans
miles away to attend soms dirty, dangerous American school. Why, they don't have
emough books or teachers in those schools. And the teachers themselves are Americans,
none of whome recé&ived tralning in the best universitles. Well ~- 3 an American who




LY
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can almost “pass you gain some lafiuence with sympathetic commies and rise to a
wwsltion of power within the American community. But you aze a Vit radical at tiaes.
100 maintain that the Eusalans and Cubans sxe wealthy not hy viriue of genetds
wwmmwmwwmummw
and theeugh & dispeopectiousts disponitien of ratural Tesources, You point out that

((I bave & dream that were I in the position you desoribs, I would not argus in
favor of a redistribution of the national wealth and I would not want a few Americans
sent to Cubmn achools for free. Having been the victim of prejudics and unfeirpess,
and having seen my ancestors suffer through same, I would not want to achiews equality
by inflieting hardships on others, unless those others were the same ones who had
trought this unhappy situation upon me and mine. I therefore remain unpersuaded.

Good to finally see you agree that your units were double-ordered, and I'm glad
you consider yourself a loyal, screaming Doomie., I knew all along that someons with
your olwious penchant for fairness must eventually see the light,

As for anyons falling to noticeq your tongue, well, that must be difficult
aince constant motion tenis to attract attention rather than deter it.

Enough of this. Doomies, £4 Wrobel is the publisher of the exoellantly-edited
tine Folitesss., Perhaps I should take editing lemsons froa him...))

T T A B . ) *} ; et .
From Bobd Olsen (12/3/83, excerpt)s o
M BRUI. \ ! -

0lga says that some of the othﬁr Nine Livea varieties (partioularly the "Sliced
Meat in Gravy" seriss -~ turkey, Yeef, veal, etc,) are much better than Seafood
Supper, which is ounly eaten bty decadent cats wholve beenm thrown out of the ESM. Also,
Special Dimners trand is also cgated with the ypal taste of ailk, and is crunchy

and will clean your testh. Like me, she has & sissionmary seal about her enthusiasas.
When I told her you 1iked cat food, she spid...well, never mind, s

-{(I tend to disagres. The Sutmid Supper I atse at Byrnecon was pnublé. though
I've had much better. But I's mildly allergic q. Nine Lives and won't touch these
w.o ' ! ' 7
I've gotten to prefex dog food, anyway, and wmas disappointed that none was available
at Kathy’s houss. Next time I may eithexr Utring my own or eat ocut. Thanks anyway
for the advice.)) : '

¥




From larry Poery (11/23/83 ard 11/27/83)s 1‘2'

Doar BRUXs

Reoeived your iszue nurber BS today. -

It wae an interxsiing iamue; to say the least. I% reminded me of some of the ol
Xeros, tack in the days when I was a college student and using ths mchool®s ditto _
machins. 1 have o sof{ place in my heart (oz head) for ditto zimss, althongh I don®t
think I oould ever go back to tho dayn when I used that process. 11 is so muoh sasler
Just to take it to tha printsr and say, “Run 1%."

Otviously, I laven®t zead 1%t all, I just glanced through 1%, I wili read 1% and Af
pead e get hack %0 you with furiner comments, I didn®t know you weze doing anything
1ike this, I hd planned a large Ootobor mailing but my systen 18 3 lot different
than youzs, My lamt mailing ran avound 160 peges tut it wes dlvided into foux partes;
the 2ine prope?, the Feeri Powsr Pole insert, the XIHOF ((Internstional Diplomacy Hall
of Fame)) mailing, tie:-Project Unioorn inssrt, and, for ;. a- special
InteTnational oditicn {deoubls redustion), It took aboul 125 labels to get the fired
mailing cut, follovad By a %6 Isbsl second meiling. The @econd printing hes gone out
to about 25-°0 people who respondsd to the IH flyer or whatever.

i don’t 3atend %o do anyithing like that ezain, for a while, My next big lssws
probatly won’t bs untdl 1987 when Xeno will te 20 and I will ©a 4. I haven®t done a
100th issue yot olther, although I didn®t plan it that way. But 1711 let Rod get his
out of the may first, The fesdbeck to the 1ast issus has been moat latorssting. I
haven®t deuided how Im golng to handle it. I was going to ruprint verbetin all the
cosmonts Gt appoared ia the sines and the comments from letters but it would have
taken faxr o many peges to do 1%, So, I don®t know,

I just finished typing up the Diplomacy Cockbook materials and it will make a niee
1ittle holiday malling, Sone of thoe recipos are very good. .

The Japuary Xeno will ba sush smaller than the lest ons, 1% hesting BseihovenCon
here in two weeks, It will be & fun kind of ewent but well have & faw visitors:
Meinel 1s rupposed to be here, Tigho 22id he is coming, and thsre will %e the ususl
Los Angeles a3d Southern California pecple. Then over New Years 1 hopa to got up to
langley®s for Daffion, I undexstand Tallwan is comlng down from Seattle with a mob, and
Gary Coughlan said he is coming from Momphis, So it should be fun, Jia is bxinglng
down soac back issues of YD and when he is done apd T have seon what he has 1211 be
in touch with you about getting ahold of beck iseues for the Arahlvesm, :

Thoae are the two big projJecis on hanl., Y%» trylng to computerisce the iisting of
my Avchives. The fixst stege includsd etuff fxomithe -3972 pericd and inoluled some
2,000 issues of some 115 titles (npt counting my gtuffj. The next tatoh is celatively
current and includes snothar 115 or so titles and 3,500 or ao issues from the last
souple of years, Then I get teo start going wWhrough the 20 or s0 onset of Junk that [
have sitting arcund, I stumhled over one cansc thy cthar day when I wes rummaging in
the closet iocking for a copy of S&TFD fer somebody: 1 finally got tired of moving it
arcund so I looked inside to ses phat was.in 1%, [There were 250.1ssues of & )
(50--300), issuse of othor zines starting with C-li; Somewhere thexe must be's -
gold mine, When I finish this stuff 1 gev to start on the stuff that vill be coming
from Don Miller®s famlly and Seott Maxrlayle collgction {which:1s about as big a8 mine).
Nmmmﬂtlmmﬁnnlm'tmml'm?amorm.

The other project will eithsr T ithe Apeil Xstio or a separate . book, a collection of
some 15-20 variant Dippy gamea designed by Galifornians, It includes some.of Rod?s
Inperislism sexries, some of my older varisnis, some from Anderson, Kaus, and pecple in
the Bay Areas In addition I have 2 ocuple of new onss. But IVm-mot xushing that
projest, It’s kind of a fun trip. U e ; o SRR :

I plan to do another Pearipoll late this year but other than ihat I have:no plans
for any great activities, I do hops to make it to Iallas in July sdthough my stoxach
reballe every time I think about 1t.
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you handle your srchives? I%m thinking about &oing a IRT {{?7}) ou that,
dwﬂ

baltwolsotwﬂ.ntch&utmm”lw GXoaN. 0ol BlEC got scue
; Boodlee Gin mmmrmmmxusomtommmm
Doodhsm.:lul Yo aggravate Berch,

((From the othex letter...)) And finally have had time 0 read all of v #&5., I
have writton a response, in the form of an articls/lilwette but it is going to be
longgntlmtf;\vetomonm(abutfan‘mtm{wmt sines). If you'd
lmwmunhuvolttuvn. Otharwise;, I°11 use it as the theme artiols for

“txﬁ Itmﬁmmhmmw:fwmm&m offends
ormmmmmmomm%nntmmano

{{vell, anyons who tﬂlﬂ thttwm"thmhd. oh?" !ouoh.m thstop:alon
with-me and Steve Emight, at-lsast. : -
I don"t save my old minesy I sell thoaotf in 'bamdlaao I‘"’ve su‘i- a (bﬁm box full

of than left and hops to sell them ell soon;

Ffea
agge

Your Octobexr issue sainds as though it must have hmn a lot of mko O@nsrutuhtimn
T doubt 4f T shall sver m&ngoma. 50 ox 60 pages,

Mfu‘bwk’hma I Tegrat to teld wmtmtmmvammoathmt
at this time, I dp havo a few that Meinel probably doesn’t. Lotuknow!ﬂntyou

)

|
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i
i
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From Eric Kane (11/28/83)-
cosI’m sndurrasssd to say thet I didn“t catoh the title of the last issus untdl I
Say that ny name was mentioned and then looked ups ((YD #6856, p. 1)) Just fer that,

I8 going to send you this locong endgams simtemsnt to p:lntupandntmg I shouid
win the Dooals of the Year award after this issuof.
Well, ByrneCon was

o blast Wt ymakwmumto I“llmmmthlch:uta

a1l of you upstate hicks out of
te New York City along &th Long Island
kwﬂdbmtmwn.




From Wes Ives (12/3/83) !4

BRUX s

Thanks codles for ths ERs; I have pliagiariged from them wholesals in the construction
of the HEs foxr the Wordwoxke, On top of that, your sine has a good beat, and is easy
to dance to, so haxre's $5.00 for the next ten Lesues,..

I%n encliosing a oopy of tm.%“ HRe for you io gloat ovar; you aid I seem to
be of a mind vhen it comes to G -~ tha¥e aln’t nothin® to compare with
8011d ureaucracy to ksep one ocversds _

What follews is a latter I%ve teen shopping axound for the past sonth ox zo, seeking
wmutyfwmmmmmngmplmmmwommmmm!%o
Tho fire: game endod last month - Franos won, Thora is considazahls disagresse
within ihe hobhy as to mhether e-malil games sve *alandayd® postal Diplomacy. I,
raturally, don’i ses any difference between c-mall and USPO msil, exoept that e-mail
is faster and more likely to get there; however, my use of "noms & DIP™ hes suddied
the waters mﬁaw #ince nearly everyons thinks that since playere
hava t0 call the ¥ ordaz to xegistor their moves or (at least initially)
contact the other players, that I pust be couducting some suxt of 1limited communications,
Guoboat-iype game. Add to that ihe unfertunate fact that tho first Yi game wae a
largoly iodal affair, and thus sould be irrsguler sven if it hadn®t teen played by
s-nidl.oomll, thare’s a pasels of confusion aboub those games, Joople are starting
@ come around, though.

Tou'se wolcome to zeprint freoly from this lotisr, tut plesse be amare that much
the samo lettor has gone %0 about ten othor sines,

{{And thon tho cironlar letter...)) I°m mxiting %o you %o invite ym %o subscride
‘o ay new fansine, ard to play the new Iiplomscy game starting thare. The gass 1is
¥ordworks 11, ablweviated "W¥ IT"; the =ipe 18 —- wll, this will take n little
oxplanation, ..

I an editor, chief contrilutor, Mmmd%mhg wkioh I eall an
“on-1ine” amgasine, It is an ELECTRONIC magasive, pub ot By home computer and
distrituted only to psople who call my computer with their computer. The sine is
published contimuously, in that anyone cam call it at any time and read the latest
Pablications o:%gmm%p in practice, this means that the conteat is substantially

T B8O, t"m osus”

changed svery material is kept on-line for a considerable
pariod,

The inaungurel gans has just bson tod, and I an now busy contacting
anyons who might ) in playing W I,  The sudsoription ratse to

the Wordworks sre wmeuals thers pre none, ALl pomcono necds 1s a computer, o
to commeot it {0 the phono limes, and the ivllingness to pay moderats long-distance
charges (you can call lats at night in order to tako advantage of the low rates),
Calleaxs to the Wordwerim should cgll {919) 723-5275, at 300 or 1200 baud, with 3-bAt
wonds, one Stop bit, and no parity, After a short introduotion, the Wordworks will
ask you for your password - if you don®t have a - (and & firet-time callsr
won’t, of course), then you just typass this question. If you don®t enter your
M,msmnncﬂ:mgtume‘;MMm,‘mnMﬁuM
the list of all registered callers to ses if you're imowm, Rither way, you’re then
“ummm-,mmutom;mpm. You write menssages to the other
players, oxr to tho world at Im-iultng aither your xoal name, your head-of--state
allas, or any pseudonym you want to dreaz up, Firet-time callers will often use the
Help features, to find thelr way around the sysien.

¥hen playing the Diplomacy game on the Wordworks, the players will not neocessarily
know each others? real names. Houssrules are available in ons of the sections of the
Wordwoxks when you oall in, btut Dasically, they woris 1ike this: each player, when
he/she aigns wp, receives an officlal preudonym along with his/her country sssignment;
mmmmumrmgmmmwmnm(zumpmm

4
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Yetween the Tsar and the Gumesmaster,
is carried out under this pssudonym. I feel that this
and is a harmless affectation; 1n
to
end £ind & nevsege amiting you
at axe any sulmissions, about

*England®s Foul Intent ...
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on wthl.nc om“ by for that miter
may wizh £o sign up using a yesudonys |




From Greg Ellis (11/22/83); - I 6

Doar HRIX,
Satire is such a fraglle thing! To make 1% obwicue ox point 4t out xuine it, yet
80 mANY pecple never see it. OK! I GIVE UP! The comment about Henry X. was meant in
fun. Iwmumxmumnmmnuoftmmummmw%m
To Ms, Bxtroms Yes, Mr. Wrcbel was kidding about the voting rostrictions
letier was one of the mozt masterful pleces of satirdcal writing that I have encountersd
ig & Dip sine. Ae for your choloe of being killed than kiliing, I docubt it, 3But
Just foxr a monent let®s pretend that you sre not tho cne being threatemed, lsat's say,
Juat for argument’s seke, that it is Ssmentha that is beirg hurt or is about to be
hurt: Do you still think that you would reast
who think that man (I°d better fix that) human kind is good. I don®t believe thaty I

%

would- be ths Teaction M"(m‘mtm)drmmphm “world did what I aa
about to do? If the : n is Jdeelrabie then the aotion 18 pornl. Lets examine
sons of the fundamental question2 under that premise, Killing: if we kill for little

or m Ivason it 1o otwiously wrong. If, howsver, we kill to protect oursalves, owx
family, or ocur property thenm it serves a valid purpose in soclety., Xilling ia immowal,

clrcunatances, If I am starbing and have no other way to obtain food, then it is OX.
Hlmhqmdtwbcweithmmﬁthmuhm Running & atop aign on
& deserted road in the dead of alght: if I do 1it, and someone on the crose atxeet does
ity and we can’t seo eath othor, then we will bdoth dle; therefoxe I%top. I
hope and pray that Samantbo never gets hurt. Who will hely her AL -

§
§

u:plmhnxmwtwmchawwmutmmmtmmenhmtow!.tohorm
lotter. (The preosding 1s an attsspt at uacy, not just ancther contradiction,
The disclaimer Teally takes something ocut of 1%, don’t you tw.nk?) (Yes, I 4o,
mmmmuwuutmmmunfummmmu
: ' ) ((Jmm-))

he sound axslnnswlthumuhmny Y
; ' ‘congen knowledge thet California was golng to divide into
tro states: everything west of the Sen Andveas fault and everything east of it. The
sastorn half will be called Oalifornia, the wotern half ~Atlantis®, -
Mmmmuu\hm' mumwam;mumma
dosan’t4t? =z .
Cupoake was right. Iccumf‘tunm-. | -
BN N
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: My fizst one! Great, anothex project.

8incs the major topic of conversation seams to have shifted to Affixmative Actlion
then I will confine comment ¢n thai., Teo political irdeed! Omm%too
political. 7The problom began, os Nolson @0 eloquently puinted out, fax k in
The solution will ocour sometimy far in the futurs. Thit makes us
the ones most yesponsibis for starting that soluticn. Rod’s comments are anitirely
scoummte. I don’t think that he naant 10 say that the imser-city dsmllezs wxv
a8 m 2 he wms attespting to point out that theirs in 5 partlo-
alarly frustyating eituntion, shich will lead 10 viclence, We have o get these dis-
advantaged pecple educated, o way ar ancther. I would prefexr to educate theu on
move fundensntal levals, like high school. Doing so weuld require no schoiarchips ox
even have to mention race (please note that I haven®i mentioned 1% yet, as X <hink
the prolilen of porpetual poverty tempscends the oplox berrier). The federal government
mmx;%@ snoney into the loogl sclosl sysiens. The probles with that is
that the FPed cen’t anything without attaching stréngs, You pscpio want nuney for
lunchee? Well w got S0 set tho manus, regardlass of the fact that ono nailonsl semu
is a ridiculous concept, and that wo don"t bave any idea what children 1n your ares
1ike to enrt. What good are hot lunches that aro nevor eaten? I mad an iantaxesting
fact the othex day: the imv 3%, bsst school distyriaets in Texas tsks pxide in the
though they could. They 4on"t want
tin are all ogual, not
tod equally? » ¢hild born
opportuni in Og Vineyowd? Not
now; prodebly navex. It 1s our duty as a socleiy to txy to egualise the opportunity

%
|

for a quality education. ’ , B

lova,
Grag

{(bon w squalive by helping the poor catoh up to the fortunate, that is fime,
When we tale awny from the fortumate to accomplish this  goal, that 15 wrong.

The wmstern half csiled “4tlantis®? Spesking ¢f three exrrors 34 o BSentondes.o.
the San Andreas Fsult does not divids Califoomis in helfy A% meXely alices off » hin
and tiny fraction of the sonthwestqrn part of the state, Atlentis wms (supposedly) in
the Atlantio Ocesn and zot the Pacific, and ihe domsion Belie? that part o Callfsrnia
all of Califoxmic is cxust, 0% ooean cxust. I may not know polities
that wll; Wt your statemant zubkad some raw geolegicsl norve in this mad soientist

By the way, that wesn't Joan® It was urintsd, I
belleve, in the computer ,

Your o Joan's aby would not kill oven to dufond
bereqlf agalmat repe 18 a good cpe, I think thexy ave vexry few people 1n ihis world
(and Joan is not one of them) whp st tholr'ehild die zather than kill the
attacker, given z hapd-and I peswonally belleve that

From Ken Peel (13/29/83)s | | o
As you have uMicubtedly notiond, I am ssnding you an slwost £ina) vermica of
World Diplomecy IV, Thexe will e a few moze changes in the air foxos and conbtzuction
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center rulss, btul this s tmaionlly it. Mexk Stegeman (sohocl addrvess MIT Sccn.
FhD progran, 15 Detrmouth 8%,, #2, Somexrvills, MA 02145) and I will be entexing WD

((1°m flatiezed by your Anrvitation, though I°11 have tc decline beocwuse I
ovazextonded in the hobdly mow. EHowewer, I%11l bdet thexe xi® Doomies cut theze whe
migat bs interested 1n txying U, and anyord reading this who iz so interes should
mite 40 Ken Peol at 5708 Fiawi Ave., #7-2, 3idver Spring, MD 20910, It looked

intriguing, alibough I persosally preler the simplieity of vegular Dy, ))
Pron G.E. Elendexr, U.8. Postal Sarvioe, Bleomingten, IN (13/%/83):

Dapr Mr. Liusey,

S0 you thought you ocould get away from us; did you?! lasving Albeny as you 4id ws
cortainly clevey on your pert, dut At didn°t take us long to treck you down, You'll
mdomfummmmm,mm,wwmmormms.
Posu Sexvioe.

It was o diificult WAk dlmcorering your new hidscut. e mcraly folliowed the
Kzasy Envelopss t0 your now izesidence, tiased othar mell emamating {vom variow other
panboxe of your tddy 11itlo hetwork ;s Mr. Jerch, Mr. Waikar, Mx. Xloioan, Mr. Afflexrtech,
¥r. Wrobel, ato., oW0,, %0 nane ‘bt o fow. Weo hed won notioed thet mall tzucks leaving
mstarn Masmachusetis woxe rumning' considemmbdly ovexweight as of lata, We even asked
yor: mother, o — without heaitatios -— gladly infoxmed us of your new adédress and
talaphons nupber, He°d have phoned you, Mz, Limsay, to st this mxttor stiaight, tut
dwmp‘mﬂ'th&wm ice, 3

To got to the heart of satter, Nr, Linsey; wu muot ask that you ismedintely
seass publication of the “new”, "zgvised” - whatever you prsfer o reler 10 them am —
housexulen, Why is the U.S, 1 Sexvice conoezzwd about such an insignificant sud
trivinl matter as the ¥ hounerulea? Frakldy, Hr. Linsey, it°s a matier of
escononics, The U.S. stonds %0 lose a lot of xevenus 1f your housexules
love their Wlk, Oux expexts that the “pow®, “iageoved” (“Impzoved™?! Js
don’$ think so!) houserules will mquive tut 37¢ - YoM, evan for Wr.
Armawoodian —- to ssnd to your loyal followexs, Of courso, Mr, Linssy, wa’re not

otthhm:l.omb: i M, M}anﬂnﬁmt&tmmh
for cxininal prosetution; mt to mention the snforosd stoppage of any mail you

Noxe importantly, howver, Mr, Linsey, the U.S. Postal Sexvioe may again bs foarced
to mmise postage rates, al) boomwse of your Siaregaxd of ouxr waxnings, The previouvs
onforosments would wans melative to the guilt experisnced Imowing that you, Hr. Linsay,
are singla-handodly zesponaidle for this next postage increase.

muos.wmmm Heve a geod &y,

3
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From Tom Swiders

H1 BRUX!

Dalton, MA? That‘s as obscure a place as Endwell. Woll, it's inevitable, but 1t
has to be said...I HATE COBOL! It°s obsolete. It's too wordy. Has no advantages,
Makes PILOT look good! Well, I suppose companies who sink milllone into a system
want their money's worth. _ '

One thing 1've been meaning to mentlon is about VD's favorite topie of hunting.
Though I haven’t experlenced the hunt, these who have enjoy it. It almost seems
wrong to condemn scmething without having done it Wefore. To those of a rural
upbringing, hunting is qulte acceptable. I know thres hunterss my Dad, Keith Mercer,
and Carl Russell.

On *he way back from MaryCon Cari, Jeff Bohner, Tom Malnardi and I were bull-
shitting and I mentioned this topic. Tom, being a clty boy, and Carl were figuratively
at sach other's *hroats. dJeff sort of sided "pro-1ife" and I was neutral. (I won't
pake claims till T've experienced hunting.) I did feel sorry for Carlj it was as if
he was guiliy of doing a "terrible" deed, even though he has always baer told that
hunting is the norm.

Have you ever heard of the "Survival" game? You know, it's where you paix off into
two Leams and try Lo capture the ememy's [lag, while shooting the enemy with peint
guna?

Bleck holes? J oualy wish I had enough time to write lettera. I felt I owed you
one; it’e sort of 3d3 how things like friendehips can get misrouted. I'm really glad
you and ¥athy are talking again. Ths "vicious circle" (quocted from Common Sense fox
Hard Times, not Jeff Noto (!} )} has completed another circuit. Hopefully, a lesson
has been learnsd somewhers... :

I will see you at ByrneCon in a week. I'm lringing Oivilization and Titan along
with my FIF Final Conflict map/pleces. Maybe I can get you to like my rectangular
“sea boxes"; if not, I'll nuke you! ()

Is Aldany ss bad a place as I've heard? Sort of iike Binghamton; 1ts major
industry is government, right? A friend of mine who went to SINY Albany menticned
something about a "bi" trying to plek hin up in front of a putlic water fountain
downtown. DBarno said Jjobs aren't tvo good, and you left to prove that polnt.

Turns out I°1) be shuffling off to Buffalo next fall to keep Nelson in line,
Albany sounds toe much like Bingp for my tastes.

ECLIFSE was ths only other VD i8-center win. It vas a fun game, so I couvldn’t
forget it. Are you sure Dave Kleiman isn't & Dave Claman pseudonym’?

You might mentiocn to Jauke Halverstadt that GDW just released thelr game on Us
Fresideniilal elections. Don’t know muech about it yst...

' PS. GAAAAMAGOYYXYYYLLLLLEEEZ

PPS. Jobn Kelley?!? I thought he died and weni to college.

FPPS. No PPES.

FPPPS. I play in a game in the British hobby. FPeople 4in the British hobby write
even leas than most N.A. dlppera.

{(And in my sxperience, that's pot a whole lot! Glad to discover another Loomle
with Burcpean ties. f

0K, I was wrong. Sonebody becides me did remembex Dave Kleiman® win in ECLIPSE.
Personally, I thought it was a preity dreadful gamp. The only good part about it
vas my postal flying dutchman, (=} ‘

Albany’s not a horrible city; there aren't too many bad sections and there are
plenty of good pizze placee. I ramember a while back when Eric Kans, who rolled & one;
came up to visit and he and Alex and I spent an afternuon exploring the South Keil in
the downtown section. There's a lot to do there. :

I recently read an article somewhsrs about "Survival", and it sounds like Tun,

So those who habe experlenced the hunt have snjoyed it, eh? Deer me, I doubt

that opinion ie unanimous...))
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/’é{*& } 2RR Speaks
In Heaponse to Questlons Regarding His Ways of Rumning Things

Several juestions have recently been posed to me, ox comgents directed toward me,
concarning some of ry publlshing and GMing philosophies., Discussions of this nature
have alwaya fascinated me (although much of my readership undoubtedly finda them
boring and point.ass), s I'd like to reply to & bunch of these questions aud compente
in ons fell suoop, uaing an Iintarview-type format. Hopefully, some of you will de
angered/incpired enough hy what you read to send in yowr opiniona for the Snasip
Column. It'a been too long since we’ve had a good rules discusslion lu VD!

Q: Don’t you feel that, by GMing as striotly as you do, you are loterfozing in
the game? Why not give the player m btreak, especlially when hlie lntent 1ls :lear?

A: Thesa questions were put to me by Eric¢ Kane. who rédlled a ora. 7T do not feel
that my striet approach to GMing linterferes in the game 8t 8ll. 1 s8 a M have an
effeet on the zame -- and so does every other GM. My styla of GMing {ewls Lo penalize
the carelass players and thereby raward the carsful ones, while moro ler.enli GMs do
Just the opposite.

It ls incorrect. in my opinlon, to say that the lenisent CGM is "glving tho nlayers 1
break™, Did you ever hear the law of physics that states that for every action there
is 2n ¢gqual and oppoaile reaction? FPreclsely the same law holds trus in the eé judicstlon
of Diploancy gamses: for every player who 1s "glven a treak" by the GM's ruling, thers
ie another player whose position 1s huwxt by it. I wmould soonsr give the "uraghs" to
the players who earn them through careful play than 4c their leas cantious ojponenets.

Finally, and I know that pany (Ms disagree, I do nct view it as the GH‘'a role to
determina the player's intent. A3 ona wsho i1s handicapped by the inabiility in xead
ninds, I feel safer just adjudicating yhat the player wrote domn. Ed Wrebul’s intent
was clear to me when he double-ordered his armies, but doutie-order them ho did -- and
that’s the way 1 had to adjudlcate 1t., It was quite clear to me thal Mark Duarte’s
"Fleet England to Brest" was intended as an order for his fleet in the English Channel.
but there was only one English fleet ia England at the time (it was in Edi), and it
could not legally move to Brest anyway. The order falled. I interpret very literally.
It is not "wrong®”, nor is it "interfexence®. Ii 1s another perfectly valld way of
GMing, avallable to those who like it end avoidable for those who don't.

Q: Your houserules are ridiculous / too long / silly / dogshit,
As Es»ally? Which onea?

Q: Why don't you try, Jjust once, running a game without houserules?

Ar John Caruso asked this, adding that ha'd be willing to try a game undor me if
ii weren*t for my houserules., My kpee-Jjerk answer ai the time was that I wouldn‘t be
confortatle ruming a game this way, While this is true, there is in fact = nuch
more appropriate answer.

You ses, the questlon 1s rather meaningless to begin with, to anyone who f1uly
understands the phllosophy underlyiang my houserules. If I were to run a "geme without
houserules”; every single ruilng I would make woulg ta identical to thgse I mske now.
The only difference betwesn the two 1s that 711k the houserules, the players are
informed of these rulings in advancap without them, they ars not. Since I cuurot see
any advantage to keeping ihe players in the dark rogarding the GM’s procedwxres, 1 do
not eee any point to rurning a "gams without houserules".

It 1a well to note that my houserules do not lock me into making rulings which defy
common eense, as some people (like Peter Ansoff) seem to think, Rather, they mexely

reflect the xulings which I would regard as common sanse anyway. And for the rara,
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extreme situstion in which my houserules would dictate a ruling which does nst
coincide with my idea of common sense, I would invoke the "Grezter Good" rule Je and
overrule the offending houserule, If 1 have to do this often {(amd I won't), it
would indicate that the other houserules were poorly designed to begin with,

Qi Are you GMing fox thé enjoyment of the players or just yoursslf? If your do it
foxr the players, then how do you justify a GMing technlque which lesds to wore
miswritten orders than would more lenlent GMing? '

At Eric Kans asked me these questions shortly after roliing a one. I am GMing
to please toth myself and ay players. Over a third of the respondents to my poll
gquestion on this topic prefer that the CM be as strict as I am. The others don't
have to play under me. It 18 not neccesary for me to speculate on the reasons that
sc many plavers want strict GMing. '.lhey do, and I provide to please toth them and
nyself.

Q1 Your letier column is too long and too boring, and contains leiters uhich pat
you on tha back.

At Thanks to Terry Tallman for both critiolems, and to Bod Osuch foxr seconding
the latter cne.

*Boriog" 1a & sublective torm. If my letter cclumn was indeed too long, very
few people if any would be writing 3a to it, It is true that I edit less ihan most
othar publishers for excess verbiage. But I do edit. Feuding gets the ax aa of
recently, as do letters that I don’t think exs s of general interest to the readernhip.
Some stuff like "gimmee a sanple" or “here's my sub check" makes it into pint, amd
for that patier, so do & few of ths "Golly, Brucie, thzt was a hell of an issue"
letterc. But not by thzmsolves, unless they are written in an intereeting manner
(see Marc Feters® letter in yD #85 for a very entertalning "hers's my sub check®
letter). Such comments gemerally mske it into peint only as part of a longer letter
discussing other, more substantial toplcs. “Aesklsedng" gets published, though not
Just for the eaks of putdlishing asskissing. But it doesn’t sutomatically mat = the
ax, either. A receni latter from John MacFarlans contained a comment aboui my annlsh
that made ae zlow with deilght. However, the letter contained nothing that I felt
would be of interest to the readers at large, sc I did my glowing in private. (Aad
had to write thls article just 20 I could tell you about it. The lengths I‘1ll go
to...) In contrast, I ¥ill publish mlmost soy critical letter I get, unless the
witer requests otheruwise, -

I don't like to edii iesttexs téo mueh, and I think most correspondents appreciate
knowing that their letters have a good chance of seeing print in their entirely and
(ususlly) promptly. When polled, 72% cof those of you who replisd sald they enjoyed
the letter column very much, &nd almost 30 of you mentioned it as your favorits pext
of the sine. Perhaps those figures would increase if I odited more. but I doudbt it,
I an very happy with my current édjtorial policies, ani so are most of you.

Finally (snicker), the same comment that I made rogarding my GMing can be applied
to ay letier colum. If ya dasn't llkes Ait, thm are other letier column for ya
to read...

'Qt  You have no business recruiting novices fnr your games, with the ultra-strict
houserules you use.

A1 What an absurd atn.mnt, Rob Osunh! What ever gave you the idea thzt noviceu
are any less able to write correct orders than snyons else? Many, many players got
their start in VD. A few of the lesn carefu)l ones have left for more leniani CMing.
Moat have besn Very satizfied. Ali. six of the players currently in the RIGEL gawe
were relatively new to postal play when the game twgan as an all-novice geme, All six
have indicated that they ars very happy with the way I have run their game. And all
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six (I believe) are currently playing in other zines as well, so they have a standard
of comparison. :

I make 1% a polnt to mention the way I CM whenever I open games. Novices, and any
other potential players, can give my system a try if they so desire. It is in my
opinion very limportant that a newcomsr's first game be run in a prompt, reliable,
and falr mannsr, and so I shall continue to try and recrult them into my games.

A gquick note about my "wltra-strict" GMing. Is it really that much stricter than
that found elsewhere, or does it Just get more publicity? The "Wrobel Affair" with
the double-ordered units got a lot of press for its "strictness”, but a lot of other
GMs would have ruled the same way:s Mike Conner and Brad Wilscn (both of whom actually
have; you just don't hear as much about it), Don Del Grande, Ron (Canada) Brown, Ron
{California) Brown, John Boardman, Dave Kleiman, Jim Meinel, Paul Ruaterberg, Eric
Czog, Steve Hutton...you get the ldea. Hey gang, it's rather crowded at this erd of
the spaetrum! But I'm getting awfully eidetracked.

Q: What is the procedure Tor protesting a ruling in a VD game? Why can't a player
always have an omhudsman on request?

A: The procedure for registering a protest is set forth in my houserules. The
player musi make hls mprotest known to mo before the following 2eadlins. Ouce this is
donos, I can responé in any of thres ways;

1; If I have cleaxly made an error, I will corract it and proceed with the gane.

<) If I stlll feel that I ruled correctly, tut find the player's argument at all
reasonatla, I will go to an ombudemen for resolution. His decision shall be final.

3) 1If the player's protest is clearly in error, I will explain my ruling and
proceed with ithe game without calling an ombudeman,

Only in sltuation 2 18 an ombudsman used. Sitnation 3 4s the one on which people
quesiion me, o let me back it up with a couple of examples.

, Oncs, a long time ago, a player in VD passed through Spain in a Spring turn and
noved cut in the Fall. He then argued that he should have been given posseselon of
Spain for that ysar., The player's protest was clearly wrong, so I explaired why and
proceeded with the game, '

In the MILKY WAY game, a player protested that he had vetoad a successful
game-ending proposal over the phone. He hadn't. He called for an ombudsman, and I
refused his request. Hot only would a third party be absclutely unabtle to determine
what had actually been said during this (supposed) phone conversation, tut the houserules
in VD provide that there can be no disputing that what the GM nheard, wrote down, and
read back to the player is what the player saldj in other words, you use the phone at
yowr own risk. The player had no case, and the ruling stood, although I ended up
restarting the game anyway when all seven of the players agrzed to it.

The reason that I feel I can do this 1s that I’ve been GMing long enough to know
the rulee of the game, and my houserules, guite thproughly. I would not recommend
that a newer GM be too quick to refuse someone an pmtudspan; I know that afier a year
or two of GMing, I was still not alyays certaln of, my ground, and in fact I.didn't
adopt my current procedure for player protests until feirly recently.

A few more words about those si@pationa in which I would refuse to go 1o an onluds-
man for a player: some people may {and do) think t this is unfalr; that a player
should always have the right of protest. Players pho feel strongly about this are
advised to play in other gines, some of which conform to thia standard. VD does not.

Firally on this point, i{ hes ¥ been mentioned to me that there 1s sore value in
calling an ombudsman even when the player is clearly wrong, simply to placate the
player. I, however, do not feel 1i is necessary té Placate players in this manner;
simply polnting out why my ruling was correct to begin with should suffice. God, I
ar a hardass, eren't I? - '

Moving on, once a dispute has been resolved (either with or without an ombudsman),
a player who is unhappy with the lutcome does have some recourse. He can:
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i} resign from the ganme,

2} seek to have the game moved to another GH, or

3} ®meak to hsve the game declared irregular by the Boardman Number Custedian.

A roquest o have the game moved would be made and pudblicized Juat as would a draw
proposal. If all players voted to move, and reimbursed me for my expenses, I would
assist in the transfer sc that it would go as smoothly as possible. To date, ne such
requesi has been forwally made by a YD playsr.

Seeking an irvegular ruling is drastic, and unilkely {o be frultful elnce none of
the VI} houserules extend beyond the bounds of acceptable GMing procedwure. The Boardman
Number Custodlan has given me permission to state that she does not think that strict
GMing, taken by itself, is actual grounds for irregularity (although her opinion and
mine differ radically on its deslrability, of course).

The botitom iine of this whole matter 1s that players in ¥D have got to have no small
measuxre of ronfidence in my jSudgement., Players who don't are welcome to...well, you
all know what I°'m about to eay hexe, eh?

Qt Your policy concerning multlple seis of orders, soma of which are undated or
identically dated, 1s to use only the ordexrs common to both or all of the sets which
night possibly have been the lrat sent. Don't you feel that it would be less haraful
to select a met at random, or vse some other mechanism for choosing one of the sets,
than to (wholly or partially) NMR a player who in fact has orders on {ile?

As This question was possd to me a2t Byrnecon. My amswer is no.

it is the player®s Jjob to dalte his orders corvectly. If I choose a set of orders
without sscertaining that they are the latest set sent in, I might have the guy
stabblng his 2lly when In fact he had changed his nind about 4t. The vwesult could be
that his board position 1s hurt much more than 1t would have been by an NMR.

But that's really pretiy much beside the poini. The point is that the CK must
adjudicaie what he iz supposed to adjudicate, regardiess of the harm done 42 anyons®s
board position, What he is supposed to adjudicate ie the latest set of orders
recelved -- and 1f this cannot be detexrmined, than the player is out of luck.

Q: An Engllish player orders 4 Swe-Xle, exmaciing a convoy from the Russian
F Bal. He also ardexrs A Nwy S A Swe., in case the convoy is not forthcoming. If
Russia stabs and doesn't order the convoy, is the support valid?

As Thamx to Stephen Wilcox, who asked this question in The Little Dipper, a subzine
to The Prince., This is more of & straightforward question on on GMing than the others
posed in this article.

The support deoes not succeed because a unii legally crdered to move camnncrt be
supported in place even Af the move falls. And the order to move was legal becausae,
at the bsginning of the turn in questlon, a convey route existed from Swe to Kie.

Had no convoy route exlsted. the move ia impossilie and the army is treated as holding,
and the support would have succeedspd.

A somovhat simllar queatlon is thies how wouli I rule A Con-Blg? It's a move to
Bulgaria unless a convoy route to jelglum exists, and in that case it ls ambiguous.
Thls is s0 regardlese of the natiocpality of the fieets in the convoy rcute, or what
ordexrs they actually receive., If JTurkey orders 4 Con-Blg and a move to Belghum is
possilble, then the order is disallpwed even if Tuakzx aleo has F Aeg and crders it 1o
support A Con-Bul!

The underlylng priciple in thess rulings is that the meaning andfor legality of
an order can in fact be determined hy the position of other unlts at the besinping of
the turn, but it can never e determlned by what other units are ordered ¢ do during
the turn. This same princlple applies In VD in the remolution of orders contaning
"Nor" or "Korth" or "Liv", by the wey. A Den-Liv can have four posslble resolutions,
depending on the locatlions of fleets s the stari of the turn. It could mean a move
to Livonia if = convoy route there was present and uo conveoy route to Liverpool exlsts,




vr it could be a move 0 Livarpool if the ppposite c¢lroumstance neld irue, oo Lt

could be Allegal 1t nelther route existug or anbiguous &£ bYoth do, Huw's hsl Lrsbd
ya?i F Den-Nor works in VD, but F Edi-Nor does not, even in conjunciion will F Lon<Bin
and 80 on.

Qs Why are you stubbornly starding your grousnd on every single questic ln this
article, ratner than coacedlng a puint or two hece and there?

Az I’m not being stubdborn. Ny asswers are a reflectlon of the Tact that I've been
around long snough to hear all the guestions many timss over, and deslde o aalch
policlies I 1lks, If I felt uncomfuriable about any of my repliss abowe, the rullags
would have long since bean changed.

Crotchaty oid hobby fart, I am'

One luta note Mafore I clonsr  « aoted hebdby persorallity froe Rochester. wiriting
in the latest iszus of Pelilesss, ss labeled my rulizng on the Wrobel A'fsiw se
“comaundst. Ay apologles o all -+ I really thouzht I bad macs the covseis ceclaleon,
but when ragpected, level-headed hotby luminarise such as BALL Highfleld cura up
with such percuaslve reazona for tha other side, maybte it's time to rathin: ny
postiion,
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‘Bru::e Linsey
73 Ashuelot St., Apt. 3
Dalton, M4 01226

Your suh expires with lssve #ng



