About tine, Brucle! It's been & whole two wooks sincs the last...
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ALL &VEH GERMAN MOVES FAIL!

Autuen 1910

FRANCE: A Har T GAD

TURKEY: A Vie r BCH

Winter 1910

- ENGLANDs Reisove 4 StP

FRANCE; oven e

GERMANY: Bulld ¥ m, A m

ITALY: weven

RUSSIA: Romove & Sev

TIREKEYs even _

Spring 1911 '

ENGLAND (Aasoff)s F NWY-Swe, F NAT-Nwg, P NTH-Den

FRANCE (Williass)s F POR-Hid ‘(Fﬁﬁ‘g, A Gas-MAR (A _SPA S, A BIR S)

GERMANY (Wittmond): A BEL H, A m—m, A LVN-Mos, A MIN-Xie, A SIT-War, F KIE-Dzo,
F SWE-N

ITALY (Howsrton)s F LY a“ﬁiac) ec), F Rom-NAP, A Tri-TY0 (A Vi 8),
- A Nax S ¥ Lyo s (8c) (d,'!m%. om'l)

RUSSIA Eaeyormm;; 4 PRU-Lvn (A WAR S), AMOS S A War

TURKEY (leritie):s F NAF S LTALIAN F Wid, F Ton<wEsS, F Kap-TYR, F Aeg-CON,
A Lvp-Cly (NSU), F Izt S AL {NSU), A Bum-SEV (A ARM S),
A BE-RWK, A Bud-CaL TR

Gues Notes: Brent Bennstt has ﬂ.‘!.'Op}ied and Don Williams is now the French player in
this game., George Leritte has veturned as Turkey. Thanke to Pat Conlon for the
standby orders and press. Sorry I zan‘t use the press, Paty you have to get lnto the
gams first...

Bob, 1t's a guod idea to specify the coast in orders such ae yours, but these
moves wers unamblguous and succeed anyway.

The six-way draw proposed last seazon ¢id not pass. The COA reporied for George
Leritte last ssason 18 correct, in csse there was any doubt. There is now an F/G/T
draw proposed. Fleass vote by next deadline,

FPreas:

"TURKEY to ENGLAND: ~I'w'rushing north to your aid. bt I'n afrald I won't get there
in time, I told you.
TURKEY to FRANCE: ‘In Germsny'e lotuun of ‘thinge,. you're next,
‘ROMEs  The -Itallan goveriment resppctfiully Tequesis ﬂu Trkish flest to vaocate
Naples as the Italian Navy needs: qu dock spade, - -
TURKEY to ITALY: I'm trustlng you not ‘o t.ahe any aom ‘off ny osntorn nnd to vestart
our allianoes 1f it pleases you. -
ROMEs Italian Aramy wmits have ordared to tho Tyrol for R&R.
MARSEILLES ((via ITALY)): The awmmy in Marsellles has ‘boen d:lgsing in for an expama
assault from the Momm oity. :
BRUX to (EX)MARSEILLES: I t.m.nk you neoded a biggar azggort




PEGABUS 19822

5 CGERMANY FINALLY ABOUT TO LiR?T HE'S OGN THE BRINK...S50 WHAT ELSE 18 NEW?!

Avtuan 1509

AUBTRIAr A& Tyo r PIE, A Bul r GR®

ENGLAND; NRR! F Bel z OTB

RUSSYs A 3my r SYR

¥inter 1909

AUSTRIA: even

ENGLANDs Remove ¥ Por {ismp) (mmn)

FRANCE: Buldd F MAR

(ERMANY: No me tc Bulld (Wil‘ play 1 short)

RUSSIA: woven

TURKEY: even

Spricg 1?1?::1: ) ( ),

AUSTRIA (H ¢ A CON-Bul, ¥ AEG—CO% FSay S P Aeg-Con (4; ¢ Esa, OTR); A _PIE-Tyo,
% Tri-Sox (A GRE S), A VEA~ITL el

ENGLARD (Halverstsdt)s F Nth-EDI, F riVP, F Eng-¥WAL. F Hol-Bel (NSU), ¥ FOR U

FRANCE (Chatfleld)s F Max~SPA(sc), F Lon-ENG (F MID 8), FWES S F Mid, A BRE X,

A Pic-BWR (4 PAR 8), A ERL-Hol

GERMANY (MacFarlanej; 4 Ser S RUSSIAN A Vie-Tri (&) r Alb, OIB)

RUSSIA (mimx): F_HLG-Hol, F NWi H, A Syr-SwY (A ARM S), A BUL S CHRMAN A Ser,

FHLA O A Bul, A Uir-BIM, A Cal-BUD, A VIE-TEL (h TY0. 59,

MK S & Tyo, 4 RUH-Bur

ANK~Ble

5] ‘:»3‘

TIAKEY (Punches)s

Gese Notes: Jake Halvorwtadt has retioned as England, luckily, since no standby
orders wers rocsived from Steva Angle. The English remcval oxder falls becauce
England did not retreat his dielodged § Bel, so by the winter England was aven.

PFrass;

BRIX to PECASUS: Hey, folka, let's congratulate Jia Chatfleld sand his wife on the
bixth of their daughter Mellsee!  Azk her if she uants to be a Douomis, Jim.

ENCLAND to ALL SOFWITHS: Crank u'g,a the ¥agnox, it scares the hell out of the lrogs,
FRIME MINISTER HALVERSTADT'S STATY. OF THE BMPIRE HESSA(‘E, 1910: Don’t sweat 1t. guye!
Seventy-five years from now, we'll still ™ mund. France will go scclallat, Germany
wlll be strong, and Ausiriz will te some 1iitle {inkehlt burg up in the mountalas.
It's the bear and the sagle we ahquld worzy abtout!

RUSSIA to ALL: ¥y apologies to all who haven®t heard from me. We returned from our
vacation to find that the pipes in owr ceilirg had burst from a fresk cold spell.
We're in s motel for a few moks until the house 13 repaired. Thank God for hous
ownexr‘s insurance!

JAEKE to STEVE ANGLE: borrh p“nvh. But you didn't really want to Ainherit this sens,
did you? :

MACFARLARE SCHOOL OF DIPLOMACY: Lot them take you down 3n the first few years. toen,
when they don®t consider you a threat, o for the 18!

CLYDE to ALL POWERS: The nerve of the Swisa! We knock scurselves oui to put on ihis
ahow, and what the hall do they do but just sit there. Are they still breathinz® I
say fuck *om! DBoycott! From now on, no more wrisi watches! No nere coocoolmts'! HNo
more cheess with holss in it -~ and who the hell do they think they are, ssiling us
air! Mo mores imstant coecoca, Off the Swiam! Let ‘am sit up there and sownd mnow,.
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QUASAR 1982AF

ITALIAN MISCRDER CULS THEIR FORCES IN HALF! GERMANY GROWS BACK TO THREE!
AND SOMEONE MUST HAVE DISCOVERED GOLD IN THE UKRAINE!

Suvamer 1909

ITALY: A Pie » TLS

7all 1909 )

AUSTRIA (Oxloff)y A VENH (A TRI 8), A TYO S 4 Ven, A VIE 8 A Tyo, A BUD S A Vie

ENCLAND {Claspay}: A MCS~Ukr, A _STP-Mos (A VN S}, A Pru-SIL, A Den~FRU (¥ BAL C},
F Hol-BEL, F BAR H, F NWC H, ¥ NTH R, F BOT H

FRANCE (Burd): A _GAL-Ukr, F TUN-Ion (P TYR 3). A PIE S ITALIAN A Tus-Ven,

f FLV0O S 4 Ple, A MUN-Tyo (A BOH 3}

GERMANY {Howerton): A KIE H. 4 WA S ENGLISH A Mos-Ukr

TTALY (Kettmanj: A TUS-Veu. A _ROM S & Tus {(OTM)

TURKSY (Sweeney): F Apu-VAP, ! RAS-ion (F GRE 5), A4 RWM-Ukr (A SEV S;, A BUL-Rum,
 BLA S A Sov

Supnly Ceuter Chartis

AUSTRIAY Home, Ser, Ven L, even
ENGLAND: Home. Bel, lsy, Den, Hol, SiP, Swe, KIf, Mos 10, remove 1
FRANCE: fonme, Por, Spe. Tun, HMun 7. evan
GERMANY:  Der, War, YIB 3, btulld 2
ITALY: Rom, ¥Hf$ i, xemova i
TURKEY: Honme, Aul, ©Gre, Hum, Sev, NaAP 8, build 1}

Gano Notaes: The aupport coning from the Italian aray 4in Rome i1s not valld becuuse a
unit ordered to move cannot be supported in pisce. The E/F/T draw and the E/T draw
proposed last acason bath failed.

COAs Bob Swoeney, 340% Pin Oek, Api. E, Leavsnworth, KS 66048,

There is an A/E/F/T draw proposed for nsxt season. Please vole by next deadline.

Fress)

LONDON to PARIS: Hello? Hello?? If you psraist in pulling these little surprilse
noves by yourself, ws’ll be forced to eimrt dolng llkeulse. ‘
BERLINs Ihe Kaissr aunomnced today that the Gerxman Empire would soon Ve raising
additional armise to join the fight against the Twrke. A spokesman privetely confided
that the Kalser would aever forgive the Twrks for converting the Hoftwau Haue in
Munich from a besrhall to coffes house with Delly dancers.
KIEL: The army currently statloned in Kisl will scon complete thelr basic tralning
and will Da ordsred o the froat.'
LOHDOE to KIEL: ‘Thers was this tiuck driver, seq. taking a conslgmment of pengulns
to the Berlin goo. HAs truck broke down in Spandau, sc he flagged down another lorry -
the drivexr of which happened to hall from Warsaw.

"Sgy thers, friend, if I give you 20 marks. will you take these pangulne to the
Tiergarten?”

He sald he would, sc they transferred the penguins to hie truck and off he drove.
The fire: driver fousd the problem and fimed his truck, and then he headed for the
zoo to deliver the documsntation on the penguins. As he approachsd the entrance to
the Tlerzarten, he saw a sirange procsssion coning toward him., Ii was the second
driver, on foot, followed by all the penguine in single file. He leaped from his
truek:

“Hey, you! D3ida't I give you 20 marks io take those pengulns to the zco?”

"Right-a, you did, ené there was ten maxks lelt over, 2o now wdts golug to a movie...”
L2 S TR OE AR B LT REE SR G R dornop R egaa e 2 e pg R TER U PR D NG BB S R Tt a e D e s BER



RIGEL 1983K

THZRE'S NO LETUP IN ‘IS PRESS WAR -~ EVEN DIRING THE AUTUMN

Autumn 1504 ' .

AUSTRIA E.Knight): AVenr T8

ENGLAND (Sweeney): NRR! P Lvp r OTB (out)
FRANCE (Hare): No retreats needed

CERMANY (Heintzman)e T Nwy r SKA

ITALY (€1118): No retrsats needed

RUSSIA {Hlelmn); No retreats needed
TUHKEY (Reilly): F Tun r OTB

Supply Centex Chart:

AUSTRIA: Homs. Sexr, ¥id, R’,Jgf _ 4, remove 2
BNGLAND: Y . | _ 0, even {out)
FRANCE: Home. Spa, Por, ¥di, LVP 6, even
GERMANY:s Home. Hol, Den, Bsl, Vsn, EDI, LON g, buiid 2
ITALYs Nap, ROM, Tun 3, build 1
RUSSTIA: Home, Swe, Nwy, ﬁ#. RIZ 7. even
TURKEY: Home, Buwl, Gxe _ , N bulld 2

Game Notess The auiwnan season was separated from winter/spriag by player request.
Winter 1904 end Spriung 105 are both due ai the next dasdiine, unless they toc are
separa‘ted by player request. Under the ¥ houssrules, only press shich is explicitly
designated as for print during n seaeon separation will bs printéd now, though there
was plenty of that, Other pwems, stc., wlll ba held over 1ill next deadline.

AllL proposals made last season falled., XTich Rellly ssz that I can maks his votes
public if I want. Wsll, I considered thia for a long, long time, let ms tell you.
I evon wont so far &3 to type up Rich’e vote on sach of the proposals. But there
wae s nagging doubt in the brek of my mind ue to whether I should do this, and this
doubt zrew and grew until finally I roalized what it was, And once this realization
atruck me, I knew then and thexe that I did not want to publish Rich's . voles on the

proposals. At this point, I'm sune that a fow 3% of you might, 1f you're paying attention,

te asking why. Vely slaple, lot ma tell you. The reason I finally snded up deciding
not to publicize Rich's vpta on ecach of t.he proposals was that it would take
up a lot of room te 4o so.

Dave Kleiman didn’ti even 1eavq me the option of aaving space, however. He wants
it known that he voted against tha coacassion to %I‘xmkoy for the press xar and in
favor of the concession to Russia for BARG.

Ty Jare seems to want aonethi.p.g or other pu‘blicimd. but I*11 be damned if I
can figure out what 1t 1ia he’s talking about.

Last sesson I omitted two lings in the press by mlstake. A1l players were notifled,

In the Russian "Jeopardy” preas ﬁst _season, afty r the line that reads "{Linsey):
True, but not the gquestion for ouy snswer." add the following two lineuss
. E}Ioltman) what device has 1ittle practical use 1n today's Ewropean politics?"
Linsey) Correct, for the dumbesi: $10 anyone hau collected.”
Sorxy about that!

Press;

PARIS to ENGLAND: JUPITEE (hee hee!)
({RIGEL continues next page))
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SOMEWHERE IN EDINBURGH {(via FRANCE))}: Two months have passed. The assassinstion of
the French leadsr by the English Minlster Bob Sweeney had sent shock waves acroes the
European continent. In the turmoll that followed in Prance, the Chiefs of Staff had
staged a military coup to restore order tc the outraged natloa.

Meanwhile, tha tone of the war had changed noticeably. In the temporary vacuwm
of power in France, Germuny had aggressively moved to assume the role of leader of
the weetern zlliance. The German military leader, Nelaon von Heinteman, had striven
to relnforce his clelm to Supreme Allied Commander by selzing unoccupled French
London. Furthermore, negotiations ae to the fate of Bobd Swesney {the Mated Bod as
he was known throughout France) had begun in Edinburgh. _

"Ne.” alutes the new Franch Frime Ministex. “Proposctercus. Out of the questlon.
I have my loyal screaning citizesns to answer to. Fow can I possibly explaeln turning
the Hated Bob over to the Cormana®™ Tykle Laurens® aldes shift nervously by the door
a8 helecn von HelnizZman rasponds.

“How you explain it {0 your silly French couwntrymen 1e not ny cencsrn. What 1s
ny coneern 1s ending this war with the grestect poealbile pdvantage to my people, and
the Haeted Bob s the key. Bow, will you ox #will yow not turn him over ic me?"

Nelson turns sharply with the last phrase and glares fiercely at Tykle.

The dated Bod, off in one corner of the sterk rcoom, under heavy restraint and
wearing « rldiculous-iooking palr of pajamas, is vieidnly upset at the Cermsn lsader's
demand. He pulfs awey anviously st hils clgarente. stamps it out., and lamediataly
reaches for another.

*1 den't understund how he can facilizate the end of this war. Hise army is
dastroyed; his navy 1s sunk. I went -- no, I demand a better emxplanatlon for why the
Hated BEob nust go to you.” Tykls's volce ham turned cold.

*I can sa2y no more than I have already related toc you." replles Nelson.

"Further, you would not understand the full implications of what 43 going on. Suffice
it to say that an arw of the Ruasian intelligence hursan with suspscted ties to
Turkish terrorists have placed henvy messure on acquiring the Hated Bob.,"

Tykle*a cyes grow wida. The mulflaed whiepers of the two French aldez suddenly
stops.

"But Y..." begins Tykle.

"1 said heavy, you twlt.” DNelson stampa cut his clgexette in his palwm and advances
on Tykle. "Do not provoke e, Mconslewr [sxurens. My troope occupy Edinburgh and London.
The Russisns feel sirongly encugh about this altuztion that they wAlt in the North
Sea. If we do not get whal we want, we will apnly pressure to your shores which will
nake your Itailan campaign look like & Cupeake walk.,®

"Mon Dieu. There arxe things amany amlss afoot, alas,” sxclaims Tykle, with squal
fluency in both languages.

"Ah." says Nelson, glancing over atl the Hated Eobh, who cowers in the straight-
tacked chalr, Swsat beade form at his tsaples: his mouth begines working furiously,
out only terrifled squeaks sscape.

"Guards!® bellows Nelson. Two armed soldisrs open the door and atep into the
room. “Take the trisoner to our spipal” The German doldlers cross the roem to the
uncontrollably weeplng Bob. ’

"No! No'" he suddenly scxeama. "Flace names for $20! Famous quotations for
$10! No. Colors! Yes, Colors for $50! The answer 18 *Powder blue'!"™ Bob is sobbing
deeply now, hoarsely gasplng for alrx.

*Shut up!" yella Nelson. glowering at the hysierical Bod. “Shut up? Guards, gzt
him out of here!™ is the guards dragz ths wretched Bob cut the door, Tykle 1ls staring
st Nelscn,

“What was..." be begina., Suddenly his eyss widen., “You maan -.-"

"That is only the tip of the lcedberg.” intsrrupis Nelson, who turna wrd follows
the guarde through the doox.

RIGEL {continued)

{(RIGEL continues next page))}
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RIGEL {continued)

ANKARA: November 26, 190%. It was eveulng, and this Sultan’s friend and alde wes once
again at nis desk, weliting...

"So now the Tsar has proven himsslf murustworthy, and our baloved leader is
m\de a fool of...ad, neadless, to any, is posti irate. Again, I worry about what the

Sultap will 2o, and what I showld do...”

Ths alde jumpod when a koock on the door interxupted, Hastily he shut his jowrnal
and 81id it inte & drawvsr, exlling oui, “Who i $t7°

“Cnlef of Security, elr. May I speai with you a moment?”

"Just & noment.” He locked tho drews:, then sitood and went over to the
dowr, unlatehed and opensd 14, "Yasg?e

*8ir, I have pows of...greel importance."

"Jome in then." 7The alde sntepred aside as the Chlef of Securiiy onteved, then...

"3ir. I wish %0 Infora you that the Russien prlisoner, whe was to bs tried for
attenpiing to assaseinate the Sullom, has escaped...ind we have remson to believe he
%ill b= coming hewe,”

"Wnat?" The alde gasped. “Whan? YHowi"

"Two days ago. Ha was belirmg trandporied...m

“Two days ago?! And oxly row you tall me?

"¥all.: I've only Just haard of At mysedZ..."

"Never mind. Rhat measures have been taken to muroitsct the Sulian?®

YFor ithe noment, we've doubled the guards cutride, but...” The Chief hesitated,

“But...?"

"Wall, I huve yei i lnform the Sultan. Hsa's Jaft ordexs not to oes distuwrbed,
aldoua®

"Hover mind. 1 will tell him myseif.”

In a noment, ths zide wes rushing threugh thes pelece o the Sultan's chanbtera.

He dreaded having to face ithe Sulisn with this news, romembering ihe Sultan's volatile
nood. ie certalnly would not help cheer hie up! 3But be also dreaded...somsthing
elac. A feolling he had: a promonition of denger.

ds entered the last hall before the Sultoids den, and atopped.

In front of the dooxr. e guwerd wes sprawled, The eidie’s eyes widsned with hoxrvor
a8 he realized what might hDeve bappened, ihen he broke into a run towards the door.

hald way there, he heard tha shoit, and freze.,

An lustont later, the door ashead ocponed and & man wearing a guard‘s uniform rushed
out, gun in hand, Stunbling v the wwuusciqua guaxrd, he turned and spotied the
alids,

The mide saw the gun boing aiswﬁ diraetly ot him, end, wiithout thinking, dived
sidewava through a portel beside §him, hearing tha shot baing fired in the same instant.
Serentilng up from the floorx, he hear feoteieps rapildly approaching the opening ha‘d
dived through. He reazted awifily, elmost instinrctively, as he grahbed the flagpole
that stood by the door. graspsd it lilke a ciud, then swung wildly at the man whoas
face pppeared. The neavy lron pole smashed inte ths face just gbove ths nose, and
the man tumbled back, hlz hexd cryckiong agals as 1i struck the floor. Stunned by
what ha had done, the alds steppeqd iAnto the hall, flagpole leveled before him, and
stared at the hloody face of the nesasein,

Then he noticed the Suitan, witehing ki ""rotr ths end of the hall,

"Are you all right, ny friend7i" the Sultan "h.lJBc. out,

"Yas. I,.." the alde ghook his hesd, foelliia bmrnderod, But you...you’re slival™
He moved toward the Sultan, flagpcele in haud.

"Luckily, yes,” the Sultan began io oxplain, stepping over the fallen guard. "I
had been reading earlier. to melax mysalf, and had leaunsd hack to rest a moment,
turning the lights off. The aesassin appronchsd se An the dark., He spoke to me
Uwclefly, calided me a "scumbunay” and told mo to prepares to dis. When he lovelad his
woapon &t re, I sloply T4ftod thin” -« he held up & thick volure -~ " in froat of ny

({RICEL continues next page))




RIGEL {continued) 8

neart, and...well. ese for yourself.”

The Sultan handed the tome to his alde, vho examined the hole in 1lis ecentar, and,
deep within, the bullet.

“The Voice of Doom.” he murmured, "#85, by BRUK..."

"Incredible, isn’t 4t?" ths Sultan mused, “that I should be saved by a masochistic
zins publiaher from Ameries.”

CON to ROME: My sincareet apologles, litile droog. I'11 never call you & drougle
agﬁina

PARIS to AUSTRIA: SIRIUS (ha ha!)

FARIS to ENGLAND AND AUSTRIA: JUPITERSIRIUSJUPITERSIRIUS. (Hahahahaha!)

TURKEY to FRANCE: My dvoog, youwr ethical principles, and your onmwage which enabled
you to live up to them, are most admiratle. Now, if only the others possessed these
same gualitles.

PARIS to BERLIK: Why are you making this so difflsuit for us? Call me!

TIRXEY to ITaLY: Whati's this? "You can®i belleva » word Reilly says.”"!7 I resent
that, YOUe..7 Ole.oyou SCIMBUNNY you!t!

REIILY to XKLEIMAN: Decided to get mome cupcakes, eh? ¥nhat's the matter® Are you
tired of sating quiche?

SIRIUS 1987 x01

Gama-epnd Chart:
i

e

.

(O PR« R LW L AW T

Game: 198Fx01
Zine: The Voice of Doom
@1 Fruce Linsey

AUBTRIA
ENGLAND
FHANCE
GERMANY
HAOTSERULES
KTALY
RUSEIA
TURKEY

Cast of Flayeras:
AUSTRIAs The Houserules
ENGLAND: Bob Olsen
FRANCEs John Michalmki
GERMANZ:; Mike Bario
ITALY: Kathy Byrne
RUSSIA: Eric Kans
TURKEYy Mark Luedi

End Came Statoments;

Maxk Luedl !TURKEY}: Congratulatisns to Bruce's houwserules for a well-desarved win,
may Berch be raalsed! Who would ever have guesssd such an astounding vietery for
what must certalnly e considered ona of Dipdom‘s mightlest foes! Iy strategy was
sisple -- using nooexiatent flsets o convoy an army Lo Albania. It 4idn't work.

fric Kane (RUSSIA): I just want to say quickly that I joined this gams as a tribute
to BRUX's great Ming. In my experience as a player in ¥D. I have learned one thing:
expect the unexpected in & VD game. I've always felit that BRUX is an elghih player
in his ganes, and, since any player has aa much right to a victory as any otiaer. there
is no reason why BRIX should not be allowed to win this game, (Of cowrpe we all

know BRUX 1# too sly to take credlt for the win -~ ha had hls houserwles do it for him.}
({SIRIUS eontinues next page))




SIRIUWS (continuved)

This has been brief, but then s0 was the game. My heartlest congratulationsa to
BRUX. You almost beat me in NEPTWNE, and now you've done it in SIEIUS. Somehow,
someday, I'd like tc mest up with you in a game in s £ins other than Volce of Loom.
Gf cowrse, this may end up being impoesible, since you don't play in any games, and
sincs I am mo sathrailed by your Ming that I probally won't ever sign up anywhere
olas. . .

Eob Olecn (ENGLAND)}s I have a feeling of fishlness about thls game, I don’t qulte
know how to may this, ERUX, dut something tells me you're about to get Kathy mad at
you 2]l over again. From what I understand her strategy as Italy was to trick Knlght
into : opening to Galicia, Tyrolia, and the Adrlatic Sea; whlle

she moved A Ven-Tri, F Nap-Icn. Thls would have snsured Italian victory in the

fall., My wnderstanding of the plan is that she intsnded to tawat Stove s0 much

that t£°4 delay aoving to Albania till he could oliminate her, as a mcans of
getiing vevenge. Just out of curiosity, what were ithoss - Austrian moves that
got there o day laie?

BRUX: I don“t believe I'm at libexly to reveal that. but I don't suppose At will do
eny harm to print the terse press reiease Ausiria sutmiited for the Spring '01
season. 1t read as followa: "AUSTRIA Yo WORLD: En guarde, Kathy! Albania can
wait!" However, thias is gll beside the polnt -~ the Austrlan orders arrived late.

John Michalskd (FRANCE}: what? There was a game? Oh.

The Houserules (AUSTRIA):
I. We
A. mre
1. very
1, proud
2. 1o
i. have
11, won
B. this
1. &ganme
1. a8
13. it
111, 1ie

I1, our
A, Tirst
{. postal
1. victory.
11. The
iii. oppesition
20 was
1. tough
3. and
1. . that
11. made
ag it
b} very
1ii. satiefying.

BRUX Linsey 5012: Congratulationﬂ agaln to the houserules. There has besen a protest
lodged in this game, whieh I will sutmit to an ombudeman for resolutlon. See later
this isauwe. 7The gsme should be conasidered over, though, as Steve Knight has no case...
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Ladies and gentlemen, 4it's that time of the year once agailn. Time to elect from
among our ranke the ope Doomle who best exemplifies the qualities that FRUX, 1n his
infinite wisdom, intended for all Doomles to have. Time to crown the Doomie of the
Year for 1983. Time to make one lucky member of Dipdom hide his or her head in shame
for a looooong year! The non-wiuning entries are first:

Doomle of the Year

by Mark Luedil

Certainly Steve Knight should be considered as THE Docmis of the Year. Slaving
ever Bruce‘s houssrules shouid ba enough to permancntly doom any living soul, hut iet
us not forget the other contributions rought forward by our beloved Cupcake. In
RIGEL {surely VD's supreme game presenily), he has held back his prolific pen to
allow Dave Klelman and Rlch Rellly to make toial foole of lhemselves 1n the press.
At Origins, he commltted one of the more lmpressive stads of tha weekend, on BRUX
hinself {!1!) by leaving ¥D's editor snoring in a hotel roow and thereby missing the
start of the second round.

Cupcake for DNoomie of the Yoar!!! (The crowd goes wlld!?!)

{(And indeed Cupcake s a very deserving candidate. So is the next nomines...))

MommY fTOR doomis of Tho YEQI
pear BauX

i ThInk my MommY zhouLD
be [oamis of the YEA:"‘ hecAuoe
che’s THE besT mormy v ThS
hole woRed ANd T Love fer

darcimonoRiouz L y.

((Wellll...maybe Samantha Adidn't write thls essay, A O \/ @,
but she gave me permission to help out over the phone.
And her mommy is certainly a nice mommy and & very 7" /7/ /4
worthy candidate for Doomis of the Year. Unlike . MAN

the subject of the next esaay...)
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(Hlon) Doomia of the Year Nomination
by Steve Langley

1433 hag heen & yosr of upheaval and great change. Homumental feuds have come and
gerns (and in soms cases are continulsng to do s0). The Volce of Doom has gone from
“controversy is more lmportant than friendehip* (even if only in gat) to "controversy
#1111 be minimieed ia ¥D". Bruce himself has gone from being a set-upon, bewildered
and overworked teachar to being a set-upon, bewildered and overworked computer
programmar. The sine has gone from offset {1t was ofisei, wasn't 1t?) to ditto. In
this sas of changs, a mild-mannered Doomie became slightly rabid and called Bruce a
bleakihead smong some even laas flattering things. Uliimately this Doonmie even became
a nop-Boomie, thus typifyinz all of 1933. So, even yet ons more time (and in a spirit
of furgiveness; I give you for 1983, the (non) Doomie of the Year, Steve Arnawoodian,
that spod~hended Wosdy!

({7k, CX, you've uominated hiam for three years in a row now. So Woody is herebdy
dudbedi the offlicial Non-Doomis of the Yasr «- a title I'm sure he will wear with
pride, The msxt candldate ls aluo a oon-Doomie, though he waz the subject of a racent
play which a:l Uovalies had a chance 1o read...)})

Poonle of the Year, 1983

by Eric Kane

s cholee is obwvloue, the vath is clear,
Thars can he nu doubt who 1s Doonmis of the Year.

Pearyl - ;

Lot's look at the evidence, ehall we? In Voice of Doom #88, Laxrxy was prominently
featured in a 16-pege piny by Eruce Linsey, Linsey was prompted to write this play
{soaething he has never doms before and probably never will do again) thanks to Peery‘s
vacious and sundry projects. No oiher issue of VD this year was dedicated to such &
sipgulax topic. But instead of boring you with more drivel like this -- let me glve
you some roal concrede evidence. To Jllustrate clearly, here ia a graph for you to
refer itos '

Eeie of Ppsriblan
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51411 not convinced? Alright, please £111 ocut the following chari. Rate everything
from 1 to 103

w w i b {3 & m
o ny o @ & 'E' 2 b 8
E B 09 % 8 § ¥ £
¥ gk o~ Y ®
1] g a g g' o E_ w®
& B8 &
2" 3
Peariblah ____
Paexipro ject r
Pemriplay
Pearipay
Pecridey (national
holliday, Apcil 15)

After f1lling oui the chart, divide the top number into ! over the denominator, and
what you will have ia sn inversely varying funcilon which will give you the number of
pages thet will be spent discuseing the two toples in the next isaus of Yen ic.
What? You don't underastand? Good, then I sugmeet you subscribes to Xeno, you'll fit
right in with the rest of us., And don’t forget -- if you're a wargamer, pleass pay
your Cireus Taxlimus, And if you're an easy-zoing Californlan, pey your relax tax.

If you're a kid, don't forget to pay your Cabbage Patch Tax. And ~finally, 1f yom
are s Diplemacy playsr...ns I won't aay it agein. Let's Jjust all hope Bruce doean't
ruln any more Beatles songs. And vote FHERY!

({T had to delete the reraining 45 pages of this sssay, since 1t was so long,
borinz and meaningless. Then I realigved that Lt was an excellent imitation of a
Peerlarticle! But reslly. rpow, we oight io give the award to a more deserving nomince,
don*t you think? So enough {for now) of the nesays about Woody and Peery and that
crowd. Here's another omz about a Yona fide candidate!))

Doomis of ths Year
by James Wall

My endorsement goes ito the only lpgical reciplent: ¥r. Stephen "Gupeske” Knight.
Now why in the world would anyons went to give Tupcake anything? Don’t ask -~ I have
no answer for that., Anyway, hexre are hls eredits and demexits, tut first the demerits.
He ravised Bruce’s houserujes and then had the nerve to write a follow-up article
stroking himsslf and who wantes tc know vhat elss. Sacond, the English hodby improsses
hin. (Snooze.) But the most important demswit against him is the mamner in which he
sneekily knocked five players out of contsntiorn at DipCon. That would have bson asreat
excapt that I wae one of the "Hodbly Alwrm Qlock's"™ victins.
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Belleva il or not. he does have a couple of good points that enable him to make up
for these glaring faults., He d1d mansge to keep BRUX out of Round Two for a little
while asywny amd thai was a whole lot betier than anyons else did that weeksnd. Aliso
se helped cortribute to my college fund in the marathon poker games we played to and
from Detroit and nicknamed himsel’ in the process, what talent! Finally, hie Detroit
writeup was far and away the best Dip readery I've ever sncountered, and for that alone
all of hia sllmy persorality figws may be overiooked, at least tenmporarily. Thus I
feel that thare is no contemt. Revising houserules aside, Mr. Stephen "Cupcake*

Knight is definitely my cholos for Doomis of the Year.

((Surely, that would be the frosting on the Cupcake for Steve. But he's still a
hobby novice, 20 we don’t want to folst this title upon him. Yet.
mwﬁnig:erfxto fully apg::ciato ??I next l:;say. you should first have read the following
» fxom & recent iasue o Piains Gongo. So we'll Ireak fr
for just a memeni, but we’ll He tac u..” - ' =k from the essays

High Plains Gonzo

LINSEY: “VOTERS ARE NINCOMPOOPS”

A drunkes President Biuce Linsey may have damaged severely dam-
aged his incumbency as a result of a rambling, nationally televised
speech last Tuesday.

Linsey, in the wuke of a four-percentage-point loss in the Hew
Hampshire p'r:l.lary, called voters "nincompoops," and urged them to
“hide (thein stupidity® and “get (thelr) rear ends to the voting booth."

Declaring himself "uhl;l.t-r-cod“ after a night of drinking, Lin-
sey raved that he would "start getting pissed off" if his reelect-
ion campaign did not catch fire.

Speaking on ABC television program, Rightline, the Rev. Jerry
Falwell said, "perhaps it's time that voters acroes the nation see
the administration for just what it i1s, and turn this lascivious
pottymouth out of the White House and into the nuthouse where they
balong."” ' .

Also on the program was noted psychic Jeans Dixon, who said she
bad contacted the ghosts of former Presidents Harry S Truman and
"Lyndon B, Johnson. :

Ms. Dixon said Truman's sapparition called Linsey "a real straight
shooter" who was "right on the momey about wotsrs who won't support
a standing preaidept, and wouldn't know endugh to pour piss out of
a boot," ‘ ! T : '

‘Dixon tlaimed Jobuson's ghost called Linsey "a right-thinking
man whose maln fault is Belénging to the wrong party.*

Operators at the White House switchboard said phone calls were
running 88-to-one against LiRsey after the speech.

Interviewsd at his Néw Jersey home, former president Richard
M. Nizon seid, "Let me #ay this about that-<Premident Linsey has got
to learn to delets bis expletives. He should alwo get on his kuees
on the Red Room carvet and pray for forgivenass.”
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Doomie of the Year, 1683
hy Jennifer Noto's Daddy

Seeing as ny Vi) sub 1ls vexy close to running out, it is very Aimportant to me that
I pick up as many 7 free issues for this ariicle as I possibly can, (Hey, I know I
could elso fork over $5 for ien more issuss of this rag, but I°m broke and cheap -~
and not mecessacily in that order.) I have therefore ressarched the past two loomles
of the lear zad have come up with the folleowing conclusions: Docnis of the Year,

1981 ~- Carry Hamlin, s trzinless Linsey toady and Doomle of the Year, 1982 —- Alex
Lord, whe would havs told the world all sbout DRUX's atrocitles as teacher and friend
if she didn’t win. I bhavas thue trled to find some loyal BRUX toady who has scme angls
on ERUX. Thic hae led me to the nomination cf Jake Halverstadt.

Jeke®s qualifications as a teady may only be recognized by those of us playlng in
the Fresldential Poliiics game, tmi they are of mammoth propoxtions nonetheless.

Would you believe BRUX Linsey as the incumbenl Presideni c¢f' the Uniind Stotes?
Asinine, yss -~ ut a fact oh so true in Presldential Politics. And the favoritien
the media (i.s. Jake) shows the "President"! Never mind that MacFarlaau, Willlanms,
Hoto ard Ellis ave doing a good job. Boi The headlines go to a drunien apecech by
President Linsey, This is toadying at its worst!il!

All »ight, so whal angle does Joke have ¢n BRUX? VWell, think back to last year'e
Doorle of the Yuar compeultlon. Jake had writion a superior article on Jahn MacFarlano.
Since, ms I oxplainsd before, Alex needed %o win, BRUX struck up thls deal wiih Jake
promising to wake him this year's Doomie of tho Year. Jake sgreed. PRI originally
got Rod Halker to write the winning article. Ilinwever, Rod has no intention of writing
such ar article since BRUX rejected iwo of Red's psrsavious ifories, So desr. kind,
urderstanding, I”ll-donanythlngufor« a~frac-igsue Joff has (without Mr. Linsey's
knowledgn) ssut in this articls ¢o save BRUX's hilde.

So now the cholce is your, BRUX. Wiil you disappeint Jeoke again or will you give
him the honor he so richiy deserves? 1 say nske Jaks Doomie of the Year...

({I wented to, but only one goddam nincompoep nominated him out of all of Decomiedonm.
Reoally, folks, I o gonna got real pissed AT Jske don’t win this thing sometime! And
after a speech iike that, may'be Presidout TLinsey ovghi to lake a YWrlef vacation in
Gamda.gnﬁ

Doomie of the Year Nomination

by Steve Hutton

¥hat are we looking for in a Doomis of the Year? I malntaln that the Doomie oi
the Year should he the person wvho dbast reflect the image of the zine. Thus, the
Horth Sealth West Georgien of the Year should ba a bizarre orc who has trouble percoiving
objective reallty. The Thirty Miles of Bad FRoadle of the Year should be a vegetabls who
cannot functior without halucinogenic druge. But vhat about the Doomis of the Year?
What is tho Image of The Voice of Docex?

If you look through the pages of many zizes, you will see that the image of The
Yolce of Doom is 2 zine whose GM wants to shaft as many inmocent people as poesible,
Who gloriles in injustice, and probgbly kills baby harp seals with hle tare hands.
Obvlousely, we can best reflect thly lmaze by choosing a totally undeserving person
as Doomie of the Year. Namz=ly, me. Why am I undesaerving? Let me explain:

First, I an totally umrepresentgtive of the Voics of Doom readership. I'm a nomadic
Canadian, while most Doomies are sedentary Amerlcans.

The second reason is that, despite having been a subscriber of VD for nearly two
years, despite boing an active, involved hobby meaber, despiie having recenily bean
"alected” to a position of great influence and POWER!!! within the hobby. I have
contributed virtuelly nothing to The Voilce of Doom. You would have tc trudge threuszh
an entirs petrified forest of deadwood bafore Pledlng wood as dead as me.
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Tha third and most demning point is that, #hile travely defending the honour of
the G4 in another zine, I have rutnlessiy psrodied him in my own zine. And aftexr
that, I have the incredible gall to try to susak a plug for my own uine (No Fixed
Address, the best sine. on the market today, Wuy it at any price) into the middle of
That most sacrsd of Doomls doouments, & Doomle of the Year nomination.

30, there you have it! I'm wnrepresentative, unresponsive, and unfaithful. The
only people uho had any tenuous claim to desexrving the tiile less than me have all
been kicked ocut of the zine.

And, as explalned eu:ll.er. bebause I don’t desexrve to win I am tha ideal cholce for
Doomlas of the Year.

({3 back to your patrified foreat., You re not getiing it with those credentials!

Last year’s winner was so touched by ths honor that she dsclded 1o nomlnate hax
owa raplacement., And hers's that esaay...)}

Mike Baxm for Doomie of the Year

| by Alex lord

4 Few woeks ago a tangled mase of trillo halr showed up on ay doorstep. OCurlous
a8 to what it was, I lifted a msited bunch of ringlets and saw a polnted heak of a
nose ind a "Mzke Love Not War® t-shirt, Cuess who? Mike Barro the Gypsy!

1 lnvitsd him in for s pals reading along with hils other weirde friends. 1
recogaized BRUX but the others were new io me., Mike introduced them as Jim Makuc and
Tom Swider. 7They were on their way back from ByrneCon., Leave it to these guys to be
a0 impolite as to noi call, but Just drop in like safes from the sky -- except that
they d1dn't have any money and they drank up all of our beer.

At the time, I wae doubled over with a stomach virus I had obtained by eating some
oyeter cassercle at Thanksgiving, after it had bsen marinmating for over a month. I
was forced to crawl out of my cozy bed, get dreesed, and be my cheexrful little self.
Quite a plece of acilng under thoss circumstances! Tom looked and sounded llke an
orsngutan from Borneo, or maybe it was just my virus. Jim seems like he will be a
nice guy after he reaches puberty im = couple of years, Not to mention ol’' barrel-
mouthad BRUX who speni the evening belching beerful burps. Mike Just wallowed
drunksnly in the chalr, eyeballing the other three who all seemed to be waltlag for
me to dance on the coffea tablas, I had to msay, "Sorry guys, no belly da.ming tonlght.,
better luck next tlme,” since my stomach was glready turning loop de loops, {Their
tusmies would heve turned if I had, anyway.)

I have only kpnown Mike for a year and z half dut it sesms like centuries. In that
time, his afrc has expanded immensely ard sc has his baesr belly. He has helped wme
stomach BRUX -- speaklng of stomschs «--and without him I certalnly would have blown
chow{dex). Mike has been the pearl at ths bottom of the howl of oyster chowder -~
the tollet bowl, that 1s. I'm glad Y had FRUX to dredge him up for wme.

Mike kept ms sane at Leke Gsorge with his helpful meditaiion sessions and tm:pad
aense of humor., Swprisingly: enough, he could be classified as the last authentle
hippie, survivor of numerous psace marches., At least I hoar about his peace marches,
but the only marching I've seez hinm do is into ny house and 2nd straight to my refrigsraior.
Mike doesn’t seem like the kind of peacs freak who would last through an overnight
peace march, even though he ia uged to carned rytions -- he had cold Spaghettl-O's
for every meal at Laks George. He hes a way with words and his moet notorlous guote
is, "How do we know we're better thap the fliest" Owxr answer was, "Lovk, Mike, Juet
bacauvse they bxeed in your hair,..”

Mike has a lot of good guelitiiem, too. Have yoit ever seen Mike's toes when he was
wearing his psychoc orange flip-ﬂops? At least M'of his 1sn't very plump. Hls
toes are only pleasantly plump. ' As proof of this, we caught a 1ot of glxls eyeing hls
toes on the beach, I mean, what other part of him would thay look at?
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Mike is good with a frisbee, tooc. Only one of the old ladles on the beach had to .
be carried off in hex portable beach chalr due to one of his errant thxows. That
laft the other nipsteen totally unharmed.,

To wrap this up, now many other long-halired hipple freaks could worm their way sc
deeply intoe  VD? Mike Barno is the only qualified 5.0.5, pad who can cut the grease
for Docrie of the Year!

{{But if e let like become ths Doomie of the Year, his head will become so big
that we won't be able t¢ use it for scrubbing pote and pans naxt summer at Lake George!
Seriously, Mike is as gvod & candldate for ithe position as any this year. As soon as
he learns 1o catch a frisbee, maybe we*ll let hin win, hey?

Some folks in the audleunce seem 10 have a fixation on Woody -~ else why do I
have another nomination for him sitting here and staring me in the face?...))

Steve Arnawcodian -~ Doomis of the Year

by Mike Maszzer

I had to ask myself, "Yhat are the quailties of a Doomle of the Year?" Not
having much to ge on, I declded to look at past D.0.Y.s and ses if the pmst reciplents
of this prestiglous awand had any qualities in common. As I understand it, the past
threa winners, in fact the only three wianners, were Bob Olsen, Garry Hamlin and Alex
Lezrd, It ie not easy to see a common thread, these psople are ali worthles, but
they are each of three different tzlents, tastez, porsonaslitles and sexes. I have
noticed soms msimilaritles, however, which I have ildsntified as the prime requisites for
Doomle of the Ysax., Thay are:

{1) Neither of the three have any ability at playing Postal Diplomacy xhatsoever.
Alex, as far ae I know, doesn't play the game at sll, which gquallf'les hex as the best
player of the thres  Hamlin allied wiih BRUX In Swsdish Roundabout and Olsen, well,
enough sald,

(2) All three are unctuously ingratiating towerd BRUX. Alsx was able to pass
ERUX® seventh grade math class ({tenth, actually)) despite not knowing anything about
trigooometry, Harlin alllied with BRUX An Swedish Roundazbout, and Olsaa is unctuously
Angratiating with everybody.

(3) Finelly, all thres can write tons of copy about nothing whatsoever. Alex
published artlcle afier article about her relatdonship with BRUX, Hamlin wrote an
endgane statement for Swedlsh Roundabout which le the second longest document in the
English langusge {next to BRUX® houserulss), and Clsen...well, enough sald.

¥hich, to quote James Joyce, leads us in a commodius vicus of recirculation back
ta Woody (as Mr. Arnawcodian is kngwn to hampsters everywhere), Nobody meets the
three requirements better than Woody. To wit... '

(1) Woody's playing ability 1s well-krown. As & slmple illustrative example, he
is the only perscn in the world ever to luss a game to Poter Blitsteln.

(2) At a time when Voice of Doom was languishing in baring harmony and tranquillity,
Woody provided a much-needed contrgversy and feud, much to BRUX' untold rellef and
delight, Woody has earned BERUK® unydylng gratltude for that.

(3) Fipally, anyone who perusst; any Coat of Arus (a subzine of Strange Doings)
can verify Woody's matchless abiligy tc prattle on about nothing. The treatises on
Woody's troplcal fish are particulyyly illustrativs. .

I thus submit, for your consideration, my candidate for 1584°s Guintessential
Doomie -~ Steve Armawoodian!

((Quintessential? Flease -- one of him is plenty. The problem with chooaing Woody
is that all those hampsters would them bs free to reprsduce at will and wo'd be
overrun by them. I can see it now,someons in a state near Pennsylvania starts up a
new uine called Thirty Miles of Bad Rodent. So no thanks. And now, another former
winner casts hls bzllot...
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fwopds of the Veay
f by Bebh Olsen

Whet was the eha.‘bbiesu, nost vne stunt pulied in VO over the pest year? Well,
the ccmpetition 1z intense, but T knew who my candidete 1s. Who has, in wevious
veurs, won boih Pang of the Yesr honors and also the coveted Nixon Awexrd? Apd who,
in YD tnis pas’ year. gtole, literally sfole, a4 two-way draw in a garme in which he
should heve beon elimimated? Who elee? iMike ifazzer of coursel

Even though I was asver anything other ihan a speciator ln the MILKY WiAY delacle,
aven 1 thousht the whele thirg wde totally disgusting. The game startad out -« well.
Jobn Kador and Paul Hewterberg-alifed againat Mike's England and all seemad woll.
Zedor and Rauterberg may not be. i‘" smm'&e genluses, but they are certalnly capabdle
Playore. Had Masrer met his WAterlco ati 1ast?

I vat in clcse communlcation with Mazzer throughout the gare., ¥Many times he calied
te solielt sympathy.  "Kedor and Rauterberg sre against me!™ he'd whine., I don’'t
know what to do - showld I 't,a.ke Klel first, or Paxia? And X'd look in YD, and lo,
it wad come to pass,

Nike's most brilliant B'!:.rone was when he engincersad the congaesalon w the one-
conter Turkey. ¥hen the game restartad Nike celebrated by taking Moszow. Then
Wocdy began celling BRUX names Ylke dunderhead end simple-minded sntalops. "I'm
texritly upsel avoul 1i,* Mike sonfided o me. "The only thing that will make me
feel tetter is tc teke Munlch.” And so it was.

Firally, the goms erded. Mauzer, who had been crying ell elong atout how he
couldn’y stop the strong FG egainst him, or the strong IA that was sweepling the
roard, somehow was held to & two-way draw with JTtaly. I atill don't know how he did
1%, HMazzer ought to be put in jull for this -~ he stole that game?! Amd U I evar
figure cut how be did 3%, I'm goﬁ.ns to try it myaelfl

{{Ca ne you den't! 1 nade tbe mistake last yerx of choosing a winder whe didn’'t
kanw trigencoretry.
We ooy have grvived at t.ha rw\ner-up...);

Doonin of the Year a
' by Crag Eliin

Oh boy! Ny very first Doomie of the Yesy contest! I finsliy get the chanee to
patch wits with my fallow Dcomies i something otner than politice) dlatribes.
Crosaslng peus wiih the hobby greata: Chuff, Red, Mark, Behb, and meybe even BREUX
himself {who overetes at a sari.mm disadvantage in a hetile of wits, since ha must
fight woarmed).

Oh boy! Writer's bloct . ‘

Hov doas one choose a Doomis of the Year? A loglesl step would e to Yist those
pecple Already nonlsated and determine whether oX not they £1t my 1dea of = DotY.

BRUX himself: mincompoq;;“

Rioh Redllxy Jo way! He &tahbad me in RIGBL! The only thing he quaiifies for
is Dooasd of the Year,

Kevin Stons: Does this guy 11\(9 in & cave, ox shet? I am atill vacuuming up sand.

Bic Kanes So he won & mo. plg deal. PFeter Biiistein won MILRY WAY Phaae Cna,
and he didn’t get Doomls of tha Iqa.r. Pre-pubescents shovldn®t ta allowsd to sater,
anyuay. .

Speaking of pre-pubescenta; Smntha Jortin: PRefusing to talk to BRUX is not
entirely uncommon, and as such hardly wai'ravtis a nomtnation, THesides, the kid Jjus:i
got her 1ife siarted. Why eiould we zeddle Yar wlth DotY for the resei of her life?
Give i to someons who won't have {0 wear At so long, like maye Deadwood.

Jaka Halversiadt: I really had %¢ think batd on thie one, since Docmie of the
Year i3 pretty GonZe, but after careful consideration I decided that Jake deserves
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Pelican of the Year. but no worse. I am golng to win the Presldential Polltles game;
wby should I Jeopardize amy chapces by nominsting him?

Ruth Glaspeys & love of furry 1itile puppy dogs quallflies one for membership in
Lotors and Others for snlimals, or most of the Aslan countries’ populatlon. Have you
seen the naw Chinese book, "How to Wok Your Dog"?

Hark Fawls (lever, intelligent, resourceful, talented; in short the antithesis
nf & Doomio of the Year.

Chuff Afflerbach: See Mark Paul.

Hathy Byrnes Being the new BNC will have enough problems without BRUX adding to it.

Mark Berch: That wculd be one way to get Doomle of the Yesr mentloned in the next
Lexicon, but is it worth i1t? Between winning the Diplomacy World Demo Game and
“The Coming of Jozhua", Berch is all but insufferable. If he had halr, he would be
insufferalie.

Rod Walker: Having nolt one, but two articles rejected by VD is funny enough, If
Rod geis Doomie of the Year, lmegine how many horribly written artlicles BRUX will
get from "84 hopefuis. {Oups, that may have just talked BRUX into choosing Rod.

Lear *84 hopefuls. Kod iz an excsllent writer, and as such his articles were
obvicusly mot rejeciad dus %o the low quality of hils wriiing. 1In fact, the exact
oppoaite wouid have to be true: Rod's articles were slmply toc good for The Volce
of Doowm. ghawul )
) That leaves oaly iwo pecple who, in my opinlon, should be considered the front
rumners: Steve Xnlght and Bd Wrobel. Each of these gentlemen has contrlibuted to this
year's VO in a significant and memorable way. Steve took the hard route by
compietely editing the infamous HOUSERULES., BEd, being the more maturs and cbviously
of greater intellect, iook the easy method and doulle-ordere( 1ie units, thereby
creating the agrsatsst VD controversy this year. It would appear that each of these
gentlemsn conbtaina all of the qualificatlons necessary for a proper Doomie of the
Year, ™ut how ¢an we have two of them receilve the "“award"?

The second logleul) £tep in narrowlng down ihe candidates would be to list the
gqualificatione. Flrst, the DotY should have contributed in a positive way to VD in
'83. Second, he, she, or Judy Winsome should be willing to do whatever it takes to
win at Dipleomacy, since that is the styie of our fearless leader, BRUX. Third, he.
she, or Jerry Lucas =hould read and obey every arilcle, scouring the other zines’
houserules to dlscover thz hidden blas; use whatever excrement necessaxy to get his
way in a gamej or slmply find new helghts to stoop to in afforts to win.

In looking over thesz notes, 1t occurred to me that the two afore-meniloned
frontrunners don‘t fit the description. By editing the HOUSERULES Steve has drastleally
alterad a hobby inmiltution! The formerly unwieldy and bulky form with its numerous
anendments has been vaplaced with a sleeker and slimmer verslon, complete with a table
of contents! How can Ruth contlaue to draw cartoopns about them? Steve's contributlon
was actually detrimental, and thersgcre should not Yo rewarded., Come to think of it,
he sttacked me in RIGEL tou.

Ed, on the other hand, has two major strikes agginst him., In a ysar that BRUX is
making every effort to step away I{rgym controversy, Hd goes and creates a doogy. And,
if Bd is actually rewarded for double~ordering his units, how many similar amistakes
would we have to put up whth next ypar? (Ah, thosy little '84 hopefuls again! Yes,
folks, they're out there!) 4As a baj example, Ed dces not deserve the title.

In fact, I can think of only two'people who would fit the description of Doomile
of the Years Shep Ress sand Stephen Wilcox. I am not evan aure that Shep Rose existis,
and we certainly can't have & fictional DotY, so I must therefore disqualify him. That
leaves us with only one trus DotYs Stephen Wilcex,

The first thing I should do 1n ny defense of my cholce is clarify that I am not
comparing 3taphen w a man once described as the "Sleazlest Flayer of all Time."#*
Indeed, i think Mr. Wileces is an honorable person, and have enjoyed many a Dlp game
with him. *But who 12 he?" you may aek. Well, to begln with, he 1s the new DIRS
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sditor for DW, which should prove that he is a masochistlc fool whe finds great
nleasure in lahoring over useless and insignificant statistice. This would, of course,
zake pdm the jerfact man for BRUX's Variations project. On his own he has atarted a
survay of opening moves, to determins the typlcal opening for each country. 4s for
Tlayirg te gune to win, he has attemptad ¢to txribe my wifse in order to get my moves,
convirced my hoos ©o change my work schedule at the last mimete (which foxced me to
R out of a ‘sce~to-face game), and used three-way calling to eaveadrop on his
alli=s® negotiations. All 4in all, I have oaly one probdlemx with choosing Wilocox as
ihe Dcomie of ths Year: he doesn't sub to ¥D. BRUX, however, im his infinite wisdom
hag given me the auswer to thia minor dllemma. The very first issue of that .
Stephen ever naw was the fourkh anulah, and that means he must have read the article
on how to gei the poat out of playirg Diplomacy. When I asked Stephen if he planned
on sutbinz, he replled, "I thought about it until I read this fascinating article.
It nasms tc me that I apjoy ihke zine more and mors as I read 1it, therefore the aore
time I have to read 3%, the moxre I will osnjoy At. It aseess to follow then, that 4f I
sub IREX will start sending me issues at lsast once a month, That would decrease
the smount of time I hawva to anjoy reading the last issue I got. If I don't sub,
that allows na 10 enjoy thls one issue to lta absolute fullest.”

BRUE couddu®t have esld it beiter.

({1t batter. You were wrong, hyark, hyork.

This vas tie besi essay submitied, edzging cut those aent in hy Maszex and Olsen.
But Slsephen Wilcox noi boing a Doomle makes it awfully hard to choose hiz for Doomie
of tha Ysar. The gquality of the candidate played a role in the deoislon this year,
Just ao 1t did lest ysar. And the winner is,...

Mark Bexch for Doonie!
by Kathy Byrne

I fal) % mse why we need a contest to find out what we alresdy know. Mark Berch
is the bdiggest Doomis that ever lived,

Bruce naver hai a better "yes man"! No matter what Bruce does, no matter how
nany hold end supports he rulee lllegml -- Mark Berch ic always standing behind him
and his decisions with three simple words — "Bruce is Right"! If you get real lucky
and hit hia on a good day, hLe‘ll elaborate with four words -~ "Bruce is ALWAYS Right"i

Who, dut orly the biggest Daomie ever, would give Pruce his very own private beoper.
Izagine a beeper, Tight to the top, right to God himself. Whon Bruce beeps, Mark
lsaps -~ right laoto action to defend Bruse! Bruce 1e lucky to have this great
dofendsr -~ Y mean it isn't every lawyer who oan win an argument by putting the
Judge and jury to sleepl

Just to ehow you how much of & Doomle Berch really 1is, let me tell you of Mark's
latest qualification for this honor. (n December 1, 1983, Nark wrote the following
latiex:

vDear 3anta,

My protdégéd Bruceuueeyhasbegnasoodluuom this ysar. He has increased his
houssrules, g0 the USES makes 71 gonis svery time someone requests them.

fle has supported the Constitutjon of the USA, espesclally the Bill of Rights, by
encouraging "Freedom of Speech' -- Jjust look at nassive lettera and articlea he
inspired by his truly rcight *hold and support’ ruling!

He has alamo helped the bag people of America by eating cat food and showlng them
that Purina Cat Chow and trash. is the way of the future!

A1l I ssk ia that you give this uodel GM a btralnstors for Christmas, so he can
find forty new loopholes to add to his houserules, This 15 a demand as he keeps ne
in the oabudsman business, Codt®

Need I may amore...
{(BRUX to Horch, BEUX %o Berch, ehe's picking on me again... Do something!))
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the Zollowlng article [irst appearsd 1n The Mixumaxu Gazetie #65, and was latex
reprinted in Diplomacy Digest #12. It is presented here as & tribute to ouwr new
Doomle of the Year. whose writing has sometimes been called "boring”. Read it, and
Judge for yourselves.

The Guess
by Mark L. Berch

DAN, I hate this way of chooslng cowntrles. Everybody writes down Just their
first choice. If no cne else goes for whaet you want, you‘re in. Otherwlss, you
ballot again. And egain. With a coim f1ip to end any impasse. They do it thie way
Just to get the tenslon julees running. I opt for France. The papers are exposed:
F-E-P-E-E-T-R. Damn! The corner powers gone, snapped up, and I get nothing, I
figurs I'1l cut my losses and go for Germany.

The {irst searon of negotiations is the usval Mur. T like to keep track of whe
13 talking to whom for long perleds of {ims bit, 3 Cermany., I'm too busy. Russla
neglects to demand that I keep out of Dermark in the Spring, so that problem is taken
care of. Mainly, I'm 4rying to get France to stay out of Burgundy. Plcardy, Gascony,
I don't care. Thing=s seem a 1little vague and hard to keep track of. IX'm encouraging
all my neighhters to start fighting each cther, promising everyone help if they will
Just get things moving,

The moves are gll in. Everyons sits bagk to inspect the board. We have a strict
rule: once the adjudications are done, you don’t move thse pleces adout. You don't
even touch. That's what the conference maps are for.

The Spwing moves have me in Denmark, Kiel and the Ruhr, Russia in St. Peteraburg
and France, alas, in Burgundy. I couwld have ssen what waes coming. First, a quick
mesting with Fagland, pointing ouvt thet Bussia "always" goes to Finland and would hz2
rlease stand France out of Belglum and if you do this, I'11 keep Russia out of Sweden,
wetly please? Ho dics. "Too risky," he says. Hext, I cornsr Italy. When you gonma
attack France? "I dunnc,® iz his xeply. “Maybe in the next games.” At thls polnt
Russla collars me, premising me the Sun. the Moon and a black hole if only I'l1} not...

But all this is merely delay. For ny blg guess I can block either France's move
to Belgium or Munich, i I can only figure out swherve he’s golng. If I cravenly
defend Munich, then his taking of Felglur wil) give him three builds and I won't be
able to dislodge him without England®s help, which help probably will not come. If I
trazenly take Belgium, I°1l have to #psnd all of 1902 kicking his army out of Munich
and sherever and I°ll protably lcae Mupich in the process and get nothing in return.

France is mocking me by repeatedly flipping a coin in the alr.

“If you need some help," I say Lolicitously, "I°11 gladly help you write your
moves,"

"Nah, I can do this one in my sjeep."”

The moment of decision has come: My sntlre world shrinks to the guess. I go for
Belglun. _

France goes for Munich. 1 sit, stunned. Fran&e lets out a quick whoop and zips
his agure cube inte Munich. I wish I...I wish 1 wish 1 wish...

I look at the toard again and fyeese. I feal the adrenslin rush begin as my body
absurdly prepares for fight or flight. My army 1y still in the Ruhr. France’s still
in Burgundy. I am dazed, confused. Someone is calling for builds.

"What happened?" I finally mansje to croak. Seversl players look at me oddly.
Then I realize., It's a trick. jrance has mocked me once again by switching the
armies, againgt the houserules, I i{lunge for my discarded orders. They will clear
things up. _ ’

A Bllh—Nim- 4 ’

1 cannot understand what is happonings Everything is urreal. I distipctly recall
going for Belgium. I distinctly reosll France cackling as he took Munich. I°m sure
of 1t and yet how could the orders change thomselves? They couldn't. Perhaps
sonething is wrong with oy memory. Come to think of it, I cannot even recall organizing
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this game., But I must have. My mother certainly hadn’t. But forgetting things is
not the same as thess false memories. What is going on? There must be another
solut’on. How can orders just change? Somewhere a bell is ringing, but that's
impossisie. Ua aever use 3 timer in the Winter season, I see Austria juggling two
red cvbes and I realize I have no idea what is goling on in the Balkans., That's not
ilke 5e. There L& something very wrong with this game., I don't understand, Every-
thing is turning hrown., Somevhere an alarm is ringing...

I voke up in bed, very surprised, It really shouldn't have surprlsed me. Bed 1l
where I usually am when I wake up, What a weird dream! No wonder I couldn't remembex
organizing the game. ¥ho'd went to dream that aggravation? I wobbled to the bathroon,
bowed down in front of the mirror and weshed. Maybe my subconscious was telling me
1t's time to get up another face-to-face game. It had been quite a while.

“Ate you up, dear?” my mcther called from downstalrs.

"Nc, I°m sleepwalking!"”

"1'11 fix you some sgge. There's mall for you."

Two good resscns ta come down: gobble down my eggs and rip open my Diplomacy mail.
I scocted down the ateps and spotted the pile of mall, topped by The Mixumaxu Gazettle.
Of course. Now I understood the dream. The lI-need-a-FIF-game theory was wrong.
was Germany in 19771V, faced with Just the dllemma I had dreamed of. My mind had
decided to desl with my fears by playing out the mis-guessed scenario and get 1t out
of my system. _ .

I riffied through the zinc, past Lipton‘'s Why Diplomacy World is Bor Part 17
and Secke' People I am Rather Angry With Nos. §8-63 %c-m , aduired Stu Shiffmn"-a
ultinate "minimal ari® cover, and finally found the crucial move:

A Ruh-Bel,

AR, that feels good, I thought. I could now support myself into Belgium in 1502,
And then I saw it. My name was not by the German moves. It was there by Franmce! It
was heppening again! As I clutched the zine in terror, the blood drained from ay face
and I btegan in shake.

“Oh, dear," my moiher sald. "You've been stabbed agaln, haven't you?"

If it were only that simple. This yas far worse than being stabbed, My moet recent
theory on last nighi’s drsem was worthless. The dream wes a premonition. What ocould
T do?

Suddenly it came to me. Of course. Sacks had screwed up. Everyone knew what a
caraless CM he was. No, that couldn't be it. It was opne of Sacks' good-natured
pranks. Good old, fur-~loving, anything for a laugh...that theory seemed cven wWorse.

»I don't understand why you play this game when it gets you so upset,” my mother
sald.

Her voice moved me %o action. I tore off to my room and began to ransack my
desk for my 19771V file. VWhen I found the manila envelope I ripped it open and pawsd
frantically through the papers for my ordere. The caption was in the slightly fusay
print of a carbon.

197717V FRANCE Spring 1901.

That was Ampossidle! I desperately turned to my correspondence. France to Italy,
France to Russia, France to Turkey France to Austria... I felt dissy.

My world was collapsing and I was caught in an utterly imposgible sltuation. I
knew ! was -- or had been -- Germany. I had even dreamed about it, hadn't I? But,
somehow, I had all thls French cogyrespondence. There was no explanation. My drean
had warned ms of this terrible paradox I was to face. I thought bisarrely of looking
up the situation ia the 1974 Handbook. I knew I was doomed, trapped more securely
than a lone army in Tunis. I could tell no ome. Who would think me sane? It was
hopeless, hopeless, hopsless. I vaguely realized I was fainting. Somewhere an alarm

was ringing...
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Once again the mad cartoonlst at large asks some epic questions concerning the

world of gaming.....eeeevees

Now that Choasium has
sold Dragon Pass (the
best fantasy wargame sver)
and Runequest (the best
role-playing game ever),
why didn't they sell

Call of Cthulhu (one of
the best products in the
hobby) and just fold shop

by Mark Paul

How come in the *

-new Avalon Hill catalog excellent products such as

Samuri , Machiavelll, and Sleuth arentt even

mentioned?
{ 1
==
' . How could Prince Joll Kansil come
Have you ever met anyone, I mean anyone, ¥Who has ever
bought or liked Qutwit by Parker Brothers? Why has 1t out 'd'tl: :ﬁi:ﬁcﬁﬁgﬁma;?%
been out in some many editions? Isn't this the 1962 Mets &

of the garing world? It*s so dumb I+'m surprised Milton Bradley

hasnt't bought the rights to it,
4
-

—

Why luseT Aguire achieved the status of Monopoly
or any other classic family game! It*s one of
the best games ever, but it doesn*t sell like the

—

-l

-
A

Parker Brother or Milton Bradely games.
((Amen. Acquire is great. -- BL))

like Marakesh and then a so-so
airplane game like Intinery ?

Béd the makers of Trivial Pursuit get
gether with the mak
Just try to tell the orange f.:%nofhe I?Pné.' D.?
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A L : Treasure Book Club Treasure Book Club
’1 . .§ PLEASE DO NOT FOLD, SPINDLE 1823 Mandy Street
: OR MUTILATE THIS CARD . Chicag:. Hiinois
& ; : ] Mr; Walter A. Child Balance: $4.98 Dear Sirs:
i N F { Dear Customer: ] 1 wrote you récently sbout the com-
'1 Enclosed is your latest book selection. ?uter card you sent, billm{ me
comp“ters ] “Kidnapped,” by Robert Louis Stevenson. || for ﬂ!im." by Rudyard Kipling. 1 did
_ 8 ;V.:‘dutw& ‘g:l'l‘ve 2 ?o;.dopenl mt:a: pack_‘a:de containing it m;ul
2 : an . a y mai ol m or
T . non‘t rJ Nov. 16, 1975 f‘ the amount on the cyard 611 opening
1 | 1 % : ] the package, 1 found the book missing
A 1 | | svening” Sier ‘thercopy ot my
: ; : - er
- r'“° 1 . ‘{ money back. Instead, luv:y sent me &
. . ‘ [ J copy of “Kidnapped,” by Robert Louis
: % 4 - Stevenson, Will you please straighten this
Gord ickson out
on DIC 5 i _ ; .,Il.,:f?wm rn the copy of “Kid-
- | . R <y U
R I N R R R R Y S R A e
. : 437 Woodlawn Drive k Treasure Book Club ‘ :
;:1 SECOND NOTICE A Panduk, Michigan : - 1823 Mandy Street |
"] MLEASE DO NOT FOLD, SPINDLE |{ Jan. 21, 1976 . 3 Chicago, Lilinois
OR MUTILATE THIS CARD 4 Feb, 1, 1976
Mr: Walter A. Child Balance: $4.98 § Treasure Book Club | ‘ 4 Mr. Walter A. Child
For “Kidnapped,” by Robert Louis Stev- ['{ 1823 Mandy Street 4 437 Woodlawn Drive .
anson : . icago, Iilinols - '{ Panduk, Michigan . T
(If remittance has been made ft, above, | I Dear Sirs: ) . 1] Dear Mr. Child:
) pleass disregard thit ) & . 1 May 1 direct your attention to my }] Wehvemtyouamb«d,n—&_.;_
g : wF ‘§ tetter of November ‘16, 19757 You are {1 minders concerning an amount owing § .
. ¢ _ still continuing to dun me with computer || o us as & result of book purchases you
Y D ) m_hca%;bookﬂ k 1 did not order. q-j “mﬁe” kﬁ’ﬂnﬂ.m' umnd nt, which & )
o1y - . reas, y. it'is your company |: now overdue, X
: : Sincerely . :
sl Walter A, Child
“ " -'_ = o SEEE A ¢
: R N
437 :’:‘odl“_wp Drive
, Feb. 5, 1976
{ Pl e sending me punch
i me
: ] :léld of a direct answer from a human
: n
i 1 't owe you money. You owe me
N money Magobelll}?ﬂqwnyourm-
o pany over t0 a coliection ,
o | ] Walter A. CHId
_‘ :1 |
S I
. sty r e L R F T ;-:i.-,h:v. I TR SO ¥4 R R M B R
- FEDERAL COLLECTION MALONEY, MAHONEY, :
OUTFIT _ MACNAMERA and PRUITT 1 1 am sure you will see the advantage £
28 Prince Stroet 1 Attorneys of avoiding » judgment inst
y Chicago, ll’l!,izwn _ - g‘ .Prinunm : which a3 & %aner of record would do §-
- N 1 ICago, N lm ll.llln your M uﬁu. . k<, -
| Mir. Waher A G April 25, 1976 k Very truly yours, {
%) 437 Woodlawn Drive Mr., Walter A. Child ¥ Hagthorpe M. Pruiu Jr,
-2} Panduk, M 437 Woodlawn Drive ) 3 Attorney at law
.} Dear Mr. Child: Panduk, Michi ‘ .
You have seen fit to ignore our cour- Dear Mr, Child: 1
_ teous requests to settle your long over- Your indebtedness to the Treasure |
due actount with Tressure Book Club, {1 Book Cilub has been referred to us for §
i § which is now, with accumulated interest sl action 10 collect.
.. .1 snd charges, in the amount of $7.51, it i ness is now in the amount
e If payment in full is not forthcoming | ] of 5$10.01. If you will send us this
by I 11, 1976 we will be forced 10 | { amount so that we may receive it be-
turn cthe matter over to our attomeys for fore May S, 1976, the matier may be
immediate court action. satisfied. However, if we do not receive
Ezekic! B. Harshe satisfaction in full by that date, we will
President take steps to collect through the courts.
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"~ 437 Woodlawn Drive

Panduk, Michigan

May 4, 1976
Mr. H . Pruitt, Jr.
Maloney, Mahooey, MacNamara and
Pruitt
89 Prince Street

Llinois

Dear Mr. Pruit:

You don't know what & pleasure it is |-

a letter from

to me in this matter to get
ing to whom I can

a live human being

ain the situation.
whole matier is silly. I e_ll_pluned
it fully in my letters to the Treasure
Book Company. But I might as well
bave been trying to explain to the com-
ruter that puts out their punch cards,
lor all the good it seemed 10 do. Briefly,

me. .
Meanwhile, ] am still waiting for the

money back that they owe me for the

copy of “Kim” t!m? didn't get. That's

the whole story. Maybe you can belp me
-] straighten them out, .

" as soon as 1 got it, but
it hasn't seemed t0 help. have
Dever even acknowledged petting it back.

EERIS L SUNED PR

R I
Lo

-
Ry

COURT _OF MINOR CLAIMS
\ : Dlinos

uk, Michigan.
Pray to enter a duplicate claim for

In: Picayune Court—Panduk, Michi-

1 ¥ For Amount: Statute 941

MALONEY, MAHONEY, . . —2—
MACNAMARA and PRUITT |1 full within three days, by May 12, 1976,
Attorneys we will be forced to take legal actiom. - Mr. Walter A,
89 Print Street Very truly yours, 437 Woodlawn Drive
Clnuso. Hlinois Hagthorpe M. Pruitt Jr. Panduk, Mi
May 9, 1976 Be inf that a judgment was
Mr. Walter A, Child taken and entered aguinst you i this
437 Woodlswn Drive court this day of May 26, 1976 in the
Panduk, Michi amount of $15.66 incrwlu court costs.
Dead. Mr. . Payment in satisfaction of this judg-
l.mm&o-uuondnoinfomﬁon ment may be made to this court or to
indicating that any iwm&nnhnd,by - the adjudged creditor. In the case of
Kurmed, o ure Book Club bas been { beane shouid 'be- obtained From- e |
h:midhrdlyﬂnkth&lf{_bem g‘fdito'ro:nd nhddwhh lh&eo:i‘:.:
boen a5 you siated, reasure er Tee
-£ Book Club would have retained us w0 eonmuwnvmimth'ui "8! .
.§ collect the amount owing you. : 1  Under the recemt Reciprocal Claims
"{ Iif 1 do mot receive your payment in Act, if you are a citizen of a different
- — SRS A e oL
1 e, i B ey e s || - OV MR s 27 Wostewe, Do
: a may o inois
matically entered and judgoed agsinst you PLEASE DO%% FOLD, SPINDLE May 31, 1976
i your own etate 8o that collection OR MULTILATE THIS CARD Samuel P -
may be made there a8 well as in the Judgment was this day of {1 Vice Treamre Book Club
state of Ilinois. . May 27, 19‘1(:6ﬁi by & Slt.atuleAﬂ‘S’ir ) 1823 Mandy Street
B Ap,mﬂ: alter . [
Woodlawn Drive, Pand nu:e’so'

oo < B

- From the desk of the Clerk
‘Court

Harry: The at computer card from

's Minor Claims Court against
A. alter has & 1500-series Statute
number on it. That puts it over in

-Criminal with you, rather than Civil,

with me. So I herewith submiit it for

m:g' compuier instead of mine. How's |
siness?

Joe

. SPINDLE
OR MUTILATE THIS CARD

| convicted: (Child) A- Walter

On; May 26, 1976 . .

ﬁqgeu: 431 Woodlawn Drive, Panduk,
1ch.

Crim. Statute: 1566 (Corrected) 1567

Crime: Ki

1 Date: Nov. :ﬁ. 1978

Notes: At large. To be picked up at
once.

i

MICHIGAN, TO

POLICE DEPART-
MENT CHICAGO ILLINOIS, -

437 WOODLAWN DRIVE, PANDUK,
klhl"E)A MAY BE AGAIN IN YOUR

POSSIBLE CONTACT IN YOUR
AREA: THE TREASURE BOOK

CAGO, ILLINOIS. SUBJECT NOT

KNOWN TO BE ARMED, BUT PRE-

L

vy

POLICE DEPARTMENT, wmnux.} 2
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SUMED DANGEROUS. PICK UP
AND HOLD, "ADVISING 'US OF
{ CAPTURE. .

1 OF TREASURE BOOK CLUB, OP-

I ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT $4,98
| FROM ONE SAMUEL P.

{ TO POLICE DEPARTMENT, PAN-
UK,  MICHIGAN, REFERENCE
OUR REQUEST TO PICK UP AND
HOLD A. (COMPLETE FIRST NAME
sNKNO\VN) WALTER, WANTED IN
ANDUK ON STATUTE 1567, CRIME
OF KIDNAPPING.
- SUBJECT ARRESTED AT OFFICES

RATING THERE UNDER ALIAS
ALTER ANTHONY CHILD AND

GRIMES,
EMPLOYEE OF THAT COMPANY,
_A[I;)\I’?CPOSE AL: HOLDING FOR YOUR

POLICE DEPARTMENT PANDUK,
MICHIGAN TO POLICE DEPART-
MENT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS,

REF: A. WALTER (ALIAS WALTER
ANTHONY CHILD) SUBJECT WANT-
ED FOR CRIME OF KIDNAP, YOUR
AREA, REF: YOUR COMPUTER
PUNCH CARD NOTIFICATION OF
JUDGMENT, DATED MAY 27, 1976.
COPY OUR CRIMINAL RECORDS
PUNCH CARD HEREWITH FOR-
WARDED TO YOUR COMPUTER
SECTION.

: CR!éﬂNAL I;ECORDS
linois
PLEASE DO NUT FOLD. SPINDLE

From the Desk of
Judge Alexander J. McDivot
June 2, 1976

Dear Tony:

June 3, 1976 )
Eeeol{de: s.l.udm'l'lel'l“‘:h UI i;io.. 4567!9
LM
~was victim harmed?

SUBIECT (CORRECTION—OMIT- I've ;m an adjudged criminal coming Tonio Malagasi
TED RECORD SUPPLIED) up before me for sentencing Thursday Records Division
APPLICABLE STATUTE NO. 1367 | | morning—but the trial transcript b ap-
IUDGMENT HO 456789 ! : pamtly misfiled,. - .
AL RECORD: PI’ARENTLY I need some kind of information (Ref: ]
MISFILED AND UNAVAILARLE | A. Walter—Judgment No, 456709 Crim-
DIRECTION: TO APPE FOR | | inal). For example, what about the victim } °
SENTENCING BEFORE JUDGE of the kidnappi .'3 Was \ncnm lm'med? June 3, 1976
JOHN ALEXANDER MCDIVOT. To: Uhited States Statistics Office
COURTROOM ) - Attn: Information Section
JUNE 9, 1976 : Subject: Robert Louis Stevenson’
S Query: laformalion Co
ecords Search Unit .
. Cm_mnal Records Division
Police DTarunenl
Chicago. 1.
June 5, 1976 1. . June 6, 1976 ] June 7, 1976 ]
To: Reconds Search Unit - 'To: United States Statistics Office To: ruue Aleunder 3. McDivors
Criminal Records Division . Attn: Information Division Chambers .
Police { Subject: Re: File no. 189623 : Dear Jack: i
Chicago, 1inois . No further information required. Mlnd_gmemNo.mmmviain
Snbpect Your qury re lohm Louis Thank you. 1 in this kidnap case was apparently slain.
Stevenson lteemls Search Unit ) From the strange lack of background
(File no, 189623) Crunmnk Records Division information on the killer and his victim,
mmbieum.mum -uwellulhewdlmswc.uﬁlm
44 yrs. . Chla.o. linols to me like s gangiand killing. This for
Further information requested? - 1 : your information. Don‘l quote me,
orma Section - : onio Malagasi im—has a nume ngt 8
-~ US St Recorar Do | a“m“aobmﬂmﬂ?ek'mcim;"
: "
::m:dh "::.'d""'“ No. ‘”’” back to me as something about pirates

Records Search Umt

—possibly New York dochge hijackens
—and something about buried loot.
As 1 say, above is only speculation for

mnﬂmelu

|

—_—2 -

Any time [ can help . . .
Best,
Tony Malagasi
Records Division

MlCl-lA.BL R. REYNOLDS
Attomney-si-law
49 Water. Street

Ch !llmoil
t 197
Dear Tim:

Regrets: | can’t make the fishing
I've been nonrl-uppoinud here to reg!i:-
sem a mn aboit to be sentenced to-

ping char
Ordunmly. n:gt havo tns' to beg
off. and McDivot, who is doing the
sentencing, would ?.mbablz have turned
me loose. But th::‘ the damndest thing

you ever heard
The man. sentenced has .
ly been not on ty charged, but ﬁud.ed
3u||1‘vo:s a result of a comedy of errors
T go into here, He not only
isn't gui ty—hesgo( the best case I ever

—_—

burd of for against one of the
larger Book Clubs headquartered here in
Chicago. And that's a case [ woulda't
mind taking on.

It ineoncewnble—bm damnabl

sible. ome to think it ia
mlchine-mldc foc-
ords—-s Al & eompletely innocent man

could be put in this position.

There shouldn't be much o it. T've
asked 1o see McDivot tomorrow before
the time for sentencing, and it'll be
a matter of explaining to him. I
can discuss the dlmue suit with my
freed client a1 his leisw

Fishing next weekend?

Yours,

Mike
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MICHAEL R. REYNQLDS
Attorney-at-law
49 Water Street
Chicago, Hinois
June 10, 1976

Sol:o fshing this coming week either.
TY.
You won't believe it. My innocent-as-

a-lamb-and-I'm-not-kiddi client bas
just beer: sentenced to n:enth for first-

] degree murder in connection with the

death of his kid'r:r victim. .
Yes, 1 explai the whole thing to
McDivot. And when he explained his

situation to me, I nearly fell out of my
chair. '

It wasn't & matter of my not convine- |

—2—

to show him that my client should never
have been within the walls of the
County Jail for a second. But—get this
—McDivot couldn’t do a thing » it.

The mfomt is, my man had already
been j guilty according to the com-
puten records. In the absence of &

¥ trial record—of course their never was

one (bui that’s something I'm not free

4 to explain to you now)—the judge has

to go by what records are available.
And in the case of an adjudged prisoner,
McDivot's only legal choice was whether
to sentence to life imprisonment, or exe-

3 cution.

The death of the kidnap victim, ac-

.} cording to the statute, made the death
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which has been shoriened because of the
new system of computerizing records. to
force an elimination of unfair delay and
mental anguish to those condemned. |
have five days in which to file an appeal.
and ten to have it acled on. .
Neediess 10 say. | am not going 1o

mookey with an appeal. Tm going di-
rectly to the for a pa
after which we will this farce re-

versed. McDivot bas already written the
Governor, also, explaining that his
sentence was ridiculous, but that he had
no choice. Between the two of us, we
ought to have s pardon in short order.
n, I'li make the fur fly . . .
And we'll %; in some fshing.

Ifamily also urging you to listen to
Warden M L
ours,
Mike

1 Chicago. . '
ike: (This letier being smuggled

Michael R. Reynolds
49 Wuter Street
Hlinois
Dear
out by Warden Magruder)

As | was talking to Warden Magruder
in my cell, here, news was 0
him that the Governor has at last re-
turned for a while 1o Illinois. and will
be in his office carly tomorrow morning.
Friday. So you will have time 10 get
the pardon signed by him and delivered

1 to the prison in time to stop my execu-
tion on Saturday.

Accordingly, 1 have turned down the
Warden's kind offer of a

means guaraniee t0 have all the guards
out of my way when | tried it: and

.7-L‘

chance 1o e |
cape; since he told me he could by no {:

ing him. It took less than three minutes | ﬁ?ﬂ%n:‘m”‘aunﬁg,mﬁ,," e‘:p;::: Miklé
OFFICE OF THE June 27, 1976 J , 1976
GOVERNOR OF ILLINOIS 1 Michael R, Reynolds Walter A. Cbil‘:inz\z.’ Waiter)
. June 17, 1976 49 Water Street Cell Block E
M7, Michael R. Reynolds { Chicago, Wlinois Hlinois State Penteniary
49 Water Street Dear Mike: Joliet, lllinois
Chclﬁ. Hlidois { Where is that Ilrdon? Walt:
Dear Mr. Reynolds 4 My exccution date is only five days Governor returned, but was called
In reply to your about the re- 1§ from now! away immediately to the White House
a,uen for pardon for Walter A. Child (A. Wwalt in Washington_ to give his views om
alter), may ] inform you that the §- interstate sewage
g?;emor&: stil} onchis trip with the |’ camping on his doorstep and
west OVErnors ommitiee, exam- ll'l'lm
iniag the Wall In Berin. He Should be hege,? 00 fum the b
| back nex 2Y. . it} A
A 1 will bring your request and letters - M:ﬁm&: ﬁe -im’?-:n. The
to his attention the minute he returns. warden at the prison there, Mr. Allen
Very truly Magruder will En'n. this letter to you
Clara B. Jilks and have a private talk with .
.. Secretary to the Govemor urge you to listen 10 what he to
A say; and 1 enclose letters from yowr
—2a June 30, 1976 —_2—

there was a chance of my being killed
c3caping. -

But mow evenything will . streighten
itself out. Actually. an experience as fan-
tastic as this had to break down some-
time under its own weight.

T Walk

N

FOR THE SOVEREIGN
STATE OF ILLINOIS

1, Hubert Daniel Willikens, Governor
of the Staie of lllinois, and invested with
the authority and powers appertaining
u:ereu}. including the power to“pardon
those in my judgment wrongfully con-
victed or otherwise deserving of execu-
tive mercy, do this day of July 1, 1976
do announce and proclaim that Walter
A. Child (A. Walter) now in custody as
a consequence of erroneous conviction
upon a crime of which he is entirely
innocent, is fully and freely pardoned
of said crime. And 1 do direct the
necessary authorities having custody of
the said Walter A, Child (A. Walter)
in whatever place or places he may be
held, to immediately free, releass, and
aillow urhindered departure to him ., . .

: Ind
§ PLEASE

ndent Routing Service
OR SPINDLE THIS CARD

Failure to rovie Document properly. }
{ To: Governor Hubert Daniel Willikens

Re: Pardon issued to Wahlter A. Child,
July 1, 1976
Dear State Employee:

. You have failed to attach your Rout- |
4 ing Number, ]

PLEASE: Resubmit document with

_ this card and form B76, explaininﬁ your

authority for placing a TOP RUSH
category on this document. Form 876
must be signed by your Departmenial
Superior.

ESUBMIT ON: Earliest possible date
ROUTING SERVICE office is open. In
this case, Tuesday, July § ,1976.

NOT FOLD, MUTILATE. }

—2—

WARNING: Failure to submit form

187 WITH THE SIGNATURE OF

YOUR SUPERIOR may make g‘ou liable
10 prosecution for misusing a Service of
the State Governmeni. A warrant may
be issued for r arrest.

There are NO exceptions. YOU bave
been WARNED.

R TR Ty A

I - . e =
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The Gossip Golumn
¥rom Stove Langley (11/22/83):

Deaxr Bruca, 1

1 remerber, dimly somekhers in the pest, your telling me that Magus looked like a
lot of work. For sheer "lot of work" Magus doesn’t hold a candle to what you do with
VD. It bas taken me over four hours of straight reading to finish your fouwrth amaish
A second (rather 86th) VD arrived in my mallbox before I even worked up the nerve
(read found the time) to try to read the annish. It didn't help that you wrote a
eyclic article. Luckily, I figured out what a cyclic article was before I atarted
raading and so weas on the wautoh for the middle of the placs so that I could bail out
in time to write to you.

here is far too much to comsient upon. I read your houserules with great interest.
A phenominal bit of crgenization and editing. I only wish, as I sald earlier, that
I1'd been more aware and had sutmitted something to klock your total page count even
higher. Perhape if I stert working on it now I‘ll manage something foxr your fifth
am. :

i can at loasat send you anothier Doomie of the Year nomination.

{(Yezh, but does it have to be for Woody %

T don’t reslly think L could put out a zine M ., What are you averaging,
maybe 40 pages an iesue? You and Gary both amaze me! The amnish itself was a fair
bit of work, but remember that my readers did a good part of it, with all their
contributions. I Just threw it all together as it flooded in, then sent it back
out. Good to hear that someone actually raad the houserules, though! Thanx for

writing.))
Froa Joan Extrom (12/2/83):

dhy didn‘t you pick an apartment on a sireet thai's easier to spell?

Enjoyed talking toc you the othexr night, but it's a good thing we ended the converea-
tion when we did -- the fire had alwost gone out (our cnly source of heat for the
house) and Samantha had an exceptionally poopy dlaper. That's the main reason ehe
was being so fusay. o

As T told you, I can't take credit for writing "The Deer and Elk Hunt". Somsvus
xeroxed it from someplace and handed it out at work many years agv. I cames across it
while cleaning out some files axnd mede a few changes in wording and extsnslive changes
in the list of times, Wish I gould come up witly something that fumny.

Flease plug our con -- LeperGon, Maveh 16-18 pt our house, featuring
(hopefuily) Texrry Tallman and Cathy Cunning. yone is welcome. Maybe even Woody.
Doormles are eapecially invited -- how about whatly in Jdaho? Have people write
me for info at: Rt. i, Box 26W, Philomath, OR 973705 or call (503) 929-3223. I'm
soxTy you can't make it, but I'll see you next q?anor for sure.

That's it for now. Will cnl}‘:;fou soon. Love and slespy babies,

L Joan and Samantha
((How about Love and poopy dlapers? I got in a quick plug for lepexCon in YD #89,
but another one can’t hurt, hey? Rich Reilly, Rob Schmunk, and other Doomies in the
great Northwest, take note, j
Thanks for correcting me on the authorship of the Hunting article. I try to keep
ny credits correct...)) '
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From Bd Wrobel (1/15/84):

Me. Linseys

I agree that you desperately need lessons 1n editing (as well as Jjudgement. taste,
and taect)}. Your fellure to indicate the deletion of key passages in my letter of
Hovember 2%, 1983 is unconsclonable. As you wrote on my copy of Volce of Doom #89,
this is retzlliation for my humorous editing of your letter printed in the January
ilssue of my publicstion, Polltesse., Your actlon represents an escalation of a bitter
eonfiict rather than a fun-leving response-in—kind.

There are several importent differences in the way ezsh of the letters was presented.
I gave every indication to the resder that I had edited your lstiter to change the
meaning. Printed wlthin the bedy of the letter was a cartocon portiraying an editor
scolding an employee with these words: "“This thing you wrote really stinks, 1I°'11
have to rewrite it tetally." Each deletion was indicated by an ellipse (i.e. "..."}.
Minor additions were shown in persnthasas. Hy response to your letter alerted the
reader that deletlons hed been made and cifered an explanatlon that made clear the
himorous intent: “due to spemce limiteaiions and an uncontrollable urge to commit an
act of mischisf." You alluded cnly vaguely to your butchexry of my letter with "excerpts,
gllipses expunged” next to the date. You edited only the first three paragraphs,
leaving the "serious" part of the letter intapt and thus camouflaged your odious
actlion. You did make a veiled raeference to my Joke by briefly mentloning editing
lessons in your reply. Only careful resders of both publicatlons might suspect
that you changed the meaning of my letter as a Jjoke. There are many “Doomies" who
do not subsecribe to Politesse.

You have done me a disservice by misrepressnting my views, It is not as severe a
transgression as some of your past indiscretions (such as mrinting Barno's remark
atout Julie Martin) but it is quite consisteni. Perheps Voice of Doom has changed in
rzcent monibs. Bruee Linsey has noti.

PS. You will probably be pleased to learn that my wife is extremely interested
in learning the identity of a cexrtain "Ms. Extrom.”™ And no doubt Ms. Extrom would
be interested in learning the basis for my alleged remavk in the letter under questiien.

{(My, my, your own medlclne dcesn’t taste so good after all, does it?

While I wes unavars of any "bitter conflict" involving you and me, I do agree that
Y would have done well to make it more clear that I was butchering your letter as a
Jjoke, in response to your similaer action. 4And, I wish tc thank you for sending coples
of your letter to my subscribers, an action which will precipitate a higher level of
attention and response to this disecussion. Ny cousin Rob Proskln, who recelved the
letter addressed to “Jane", hasn't taken such an interest in the hobby in years.

0K, here are the three paragraphs that I butchered:

"Dear Bruclfer,

For some reason I'va flnally waded through most of your anniversery issue. I den’t
undexrstand all the hoopla ovexr bigger belng better but I enjoved several of the articles.
‘How Not to Cet a Puppetl’ wae very good. I also got a tickle out of the *You Missed
the Deadline® carioon, Derch on accepting rejecting articles, your own *Real Publishers
Don’t*, °*Truth is Beauty’ {love my stuff), the *For Bstter...' cartoon, and the
euphemisms. Gary's play was hilarious. Guite flattering tc de portrayed as the
representative of the common duke belinz crunched by the forces of sophistry. Glve
Berch enough premises and he can prove that 2¢2=5,

How delighted I was to learn that I have the fifth seed for Doomle of 1983 *for
double-ordering...units.' Unfortunately I must decline this honor should it be bestowed
upon me, for I am not a Doomie and I have never douhle-ordered any unita. It 1s true
that I receive Yolice of Doom and that severzl years age two of my orders were dia-
rogarded by a gamesmaster for misuse of parenthases. But I am not yet doomed. I
escaped from NOPTUNT and am happily holding and supporting in snduln, Bushwacker,
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Irksome, and Pulp & Crown, Your readexrs who can‘t get enough of the 'Not Douhle-
Ozdered Linsey Affair' should write me at 3932 North Forestdale Avenue, Dale City,
VA 22193 for the November issue of Politesae

T would be remiass to chastize Ms, Extrom for her failure to read carefully.
Cousidering the jingolstic - ravings and rantings extant in the hobby, it 1ls not
surprising that she falled to noticed my tongue planted firmly in chesk. Further,
1t would appear that Ms. Extrom and I are, to zome degree, lonely soul mates in an
overtly aggressive, sexually/socially/nationally chauvinistie, blatantly raciet Dipdom.
However, I must dissgres with her contention that Diplomacy is a war gase., ¥TF Dip is
an exerciss in the dynamica of small group interacilon, while PEM Dip is a working
model of various theoriss of abmormal psychology.®

BRUX again: a quick reply to the above before moving on. Since I invented the
term Doomie, I think I ought to know what At means., Yes, Ed4, by dint of the fact that
you sub here, you are a loyal, screaming Doomle. As for your contention that you
have never double-ordered any units, well, I suppose I can eit here and say that I
have never published any issues, but that would be equally silly.

Moving on, here 1s the full test of the letter I sent Ed., whchl was slmilarly
tutchered in the January issue cf Politesse! I am aware that non-readers of Ed's
gine will not have the full context for this, but most of it will be pretty clear,

anyhowt

"Dearesi Mr. Wrobel: '

‘Yes, indeed, my letter publiehed in the most recaent issue of your reknowned
publication was nearly as inarticulate as your rebuttal was invalid. I offer to your
readership my humblest apologies for my grammatical lapees, and will strive to
insure that I never again mar the pages of this llterate Journal with clumsy prose.

How much easaler it is to rationalize a faulty position than to admit, even to
oneself, that an error has been made! So convinced are you that youras is the only
-correct Tuling in our diapute that you attack my letter for its construction rather
than its content, and bellttle those who concwr with my position. Very well. I
will concede the point that my previous letter to you was 'badly-written,' and in
1ight of the irrefutable evidence presented will alsc acknowledge that its paragraphs
were ‘enumerated.’ Moreover, I must confess that I did indeed chocse the ombudsman
who ruled in my favor, and that the 61 people who responded to a poll question on
the matter were '(ay) own peocple' in that they :are all readers of my publication.

And yet, and yet...do these revelations lend any degree of validity to your iaplied
conclusion that ny adjudication was in exrror? I tend to think not., So certain are
you of your conolusion that you refuse to accept the decision of the oabudaman, and
you ladel ay adjudication as ‘radigal.’ So unwilling are you to admit that your
position might be incorrect, that . you irrelevantly point out that I chose the ombudsman,
and that the people polled on the question were my readers, as if they are incapable
of reasoning independently. Has. ithe possibility poourred to you that both your
suggested adJudlcation and ming might be perfegtly reasonable and consistent with the
rules of the game? It would sappear mot. This ppgeibility 4id cocur to me, however -~
and that ia the reason I brought the questiop fo arbitration in the first place. I
was prepared to accept any decision, and indeed in the past, I have implimented
decisions opposed to my positloen,' In the adjudication of Diplomacy games, not all
situations have one clear-cut intermetation. I} 'ls precisely for this reason that
we have ombudsmen. They perform’a:service by rendering s decision in disputes such
as ours, where neither party is clearly in the wrong.

Given that, one must ask whether the arbitration process has any value whatsoewer
unless both sides agree to accepti an unfavorable ruling. ihat function would be
served by the referees in a football game, if the first team to be penalized picked
up the ball and weni home? Nome, in my opinilon. It is for this reason that I sutmit
that your actions subsequent to the arbitor’s ruling exceeded the bounds of good
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sportsmanehip, You plcked up your ball and went homs, and ic top it off you still
behave as though the declsion rendered was necessarily erronecus, rather than merely
another reasonable interpratation of a questionable set of orders. You do this deepite
the voices of three dozen ._other hobby members who, having been presented with
the arguments of both disputants, agreed with my adjudication. ‘

It is your 2ight to bshave in this manner. If you truly believe that you have
the Justification for doing so, however, them, well, I suppose I must admire your
tenacity.” ' : -

_BRUX heres ((cops, walt a misute, that was me anyway...)) Fd's actions
subsequent to the unfavorable ruling rendered by ths ombudsman in the "Wrobel Affair"
included his resigneiion from NEPTUNE (in which the adjudication occurred) and ORION
{in which it did not). .. : _

So, now both lettexs have bsen presented in their entirety -~ which was probably
an inovitatle outmome of this, anyway. -
Thanx for writing, Ed.)) .

Something & blt lightsr? OK...
From Mark Luedi (12/2/83):

Desr Bruxus,

ot much new here, Almost went ard got a hajircut sarlier this week, but then
changsd ny mind, The ¢’ semester iz starting to unwind (or really gst cranked up,
depending on your  perspective); next couple of weeka should be doomles.

{{00ps...make that doosies.))

I've still got about 55-50 pages to go on that annish. Actually, I've probably
veed most of 4t already, I made the dusb mistake of not starting at one end and resding
through to the other, so quite a bit I've ended up reeding twice {more comprshension
that wey, anyways, which I'm sure you’ll appreciate (though not the houserules).).
Again, I must congratulate you on the wealth of material includad.

1 perticularly liked Mark Berch’'s articles, your ramblings, and the Doug Beyerlein
lnterview of Judy Winsome. In fact, I'm so inspired by the latter that I may try to
drop in on Huth Glaspey ovexr Christmes irezk to find out whether or not she's real,
(Lest we forget, the Traverse Ciiy area is the old stomping grownd of Nikita Frobish
and Marion Bates.) "Hello, Ruth?! Surprise!!!l,...”

#85 wasn't too had elther. Doomie of the Year? Well, in my own immodest opinion...
cough, cough...why not...cough, cough...l mean surely?! Look at all those Brownie
Polnts you havel! Look at all the troubls I've caumed you in the last year! Look at
all the trouble I've helped you btring upon yourself by loaning you my zine! ((Thixt
Hiles of Julcy Gossip nust be what he’s getting at...)) Gosh, I even plugged ¥D this
past year?! OK, O, %’11 setile for an honorable mention.

((Well, 1f you waren't so busy conspiring with Jim Makuc to ruin my first place
standing in the race for Brownie Polnts, maybe I'd comsider you. But making BRUX a
trideszald, and then expecting to be namsd Doomie of the Year? Never!

I'm glad you didn't go through with your initial plan to get & haircut. Your
hobby image would be shattered entirely. {Can anjone out there really plcture a
Mark Luedi with short hair?) ))

From Jake Halverstadt {excerpt):

Mr. President: :

+«o.Flease be on the lockcut for presidential campaign buttons, stickers, fiyers.
1°11 reinburse your costs, up to a reascnable {buck or two) price. I'm trying to get
a good *84 collection, and Mass is an early primary state.

((A 11ttle free advertising for a friend, eh? Doomles who can help Jaks out can
write him at 1106 Castlerock Drive, Ft. Collins, CO 80521.)})



From Joan Extrom (12/10/83): SR AT B 3 ’

Dear BRIX

This 1;ttar comee €0 you directly from Summit Information:Bystems in Corvallis, OR,
where we are  passing the ‘timé 'betwesn the kids' (liristsas:party (2pm ~ 4pm) and
the big people‘s party (7pm: wn)‘ “Samantha 1is: ~u§iep a&n my aras and I'm trying to

write some Dip letbers, "7 »i lul s i o AT
‘Thanks npuch for- send:lng S At least I ‘dan: gct & mtormed 1dea of what
in the world to do '(eigs utevi ug a8 Itﬂy a.ga:l.n!).._r If I manage to last a

couple of game years, 1'11 be hi'.

o 0ur - favorits radiy: mogi'au tlé"Pra:!rie Hm Goap&nion'* It's on National Public
Radio on Saturday aftermocefi‘or aight.: You can probabtly get it where you live on the
local public rafiic etatlon. Garrison Kelllore, who:ls the host, oftsn will do a
monolog about (varibus) psepleidnd thefr prohlems...it's good for a laugh (or 3 or 4).
Every week the show featutes different musiclans, Ons week it could be Scandinsvian
folk songs, the next opers, ilieinaxt bluegrass, Lots of varlety. Regular features
include "commerciale": féy "powdsred milk biscuits, in the big blue bDox" and every week
a different product for’cats:tobe purchased at "Bertha's Xitty Botique", Each
commercial has its own theme’ song, of course, Then thexe's the “Department of Folk
Songs" where listemerd write inithe words to song that they learned in their childhood
and the songs are gung on-the<air. Ken and I are still singing “Beans in Their REars"
from last week's show. “And . every week Keillors does a. monologue about "Lake Woebegane
Minnesota, the little town that time forgot, whers all the women are strong, the men
are good looklng, and ‘the:chlldxen are above average:." ' The: story may focus on one
of the town's businesses (Bod's Bank, Ralph's Pretty-Good Grocery, The Chatierbox
Cafe, or the Side~Track Tsp): or on what happens to the mythical ichabitants. I
think you'd enjoy the show. “It's the b’ighllght of’ our woek (which may give you an
idea of how exciting our 1ivek are).

I'm trylng to get all ow christlu ca:r:ds dono by the 15*2;, 80 after t.hat I'll
have time to rominate Sanantha for “Doomie of the Year".

' Gotte g0 -~ almoat time to teke Samantha to the" h’bylittar (we got 2 hours together
* without hex. That's & to%al of 3 hou:ra since she’ aas 'born.) :
’ ’ Lm’

Joan

((And guess what she 414 while you weren't watching her for those two hours. Went
and wrots a nomination for you' for Doomle of the Year, the little mershmallow!

- Prairie Home Companioh soctmds neat <~ I hadn't heard of it before.

Frankly, I'll be amazed 1if you don‘t last = opuple of gane years as Italy. It's
awfully diffioult to losaiRoMé that TIirst yeaTr... -

1°d prattle on some mora, but hoar Samantha sta:ting to wake up.))

Fron E& Jedry':

BRUK, = L

I have Junt. reoei'ved #86. 1 ‘I see that "thq;;' w11l be no game openings in the
foresseable future," Does this sisan VD 1s goinq to be sn article zine only or will
games be startad again onse you've settled down 1n your new apertment? I'd like to
get started in a new gans as the last one you agsigned to me was great...1in apite of
Kane's victory., Flease let me know what's happening.

If you give me an estinmaied date for the stert of new ganes, I'1l blde my time
during the wait by writing articles for VD.

((1'd love it Af you'd continue to write for VD, but alas, I can't aatisfy your
request, I'm just so overloaded these days that all I can say is that games won't
be starting here in the foresceabtle future. My advice to anyone looking for a new
game s to look elsewhere theee days, though 1 do thank you for the compliment.))

i
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Fron John Sehuler (13/16/83): ‘)2'

Deaxr BRUX:

That's a funny nsame. I can afford to say that, aince I used to be cailed 1ris
(ny middle name is Tristan) upti) I got tired around f£ifth grade of correcting iuv
from "Chris,” and then having to explain the derivation of "Iris” (the story is that
Ded had this thing for Tria Spsaker -~ he was a helluva center flelder way back when --
only that doean't wash becauss the bellplayer‘s name was "Triatram,” so ihe only
explanation, since my father didn*t make thoss kinds of mistakes, is that he must
have been a romantic and literary bui sensibls enowgh not to name me Horatio), so I
changed it to John. It°s made & whale of a difference. Now almost everyone geis it
right the first time. So what doss “BRUX" mean? I1'm not at all literary and seldom
clever, so don’t be cryptic with me, please.

You’ll notice the oheck. It's stapled to the upper lefthand corner. If you
detach 1t from this letter and relesse ii into the atmosphers you'll further motice
that it sort of slips its way to the floor. It doesn't bounce. Nor will it ever.

I've included the check bacaues thie guy Mark Berch onined that your modest
efforts would probably appeal to me, I haven't the faintest idea of what ho was
talking about, nor do I suppose does he, so0 you'll understand if I wonder if his
recopmevdation is even vaiid let alone relevant. Barch, by the way, is the fellow
to wiom I wrote about the same time I wrote to you esking for Supernovae. I asked
hin to send along one or twc of his old DDs. He did, along with my letter to him and
the. check that was stspled to its upper lefthand cormer just like youxs ls. About a
fortnight later he gets back to me saying that he can't finé that check anywhere, not
sven around his houss. I'm not quick to judge, 50 in all fairness I eent him another
order, and this time THO cheoks wexre stapled io the upper lefthand corner of the
letter. I even did his mathbematics for him, @0 he won't be able to use that az an
excusa, elther. We'll see what happers. He certainly "sounded" together, tut 1f I
see those check again I'm #oiog to have to logically think that there reslly IS a
Shep Rozs out there... 0OReWNETO...

You mentioned that VD carrles games, tat all I received in yowr Care Package was
an otherwiss unrolated celiection of letters., Do you only include the game accounts
to the players? If so this meems unfalr. And how are we suppossd to know that there
really AHRE any players in your zine, anyway? Maybe it's all = fake., Maybe you're 2
fake, And a cheat. Maybe all thoso letiers sre wriiten by you. Maybe Shep Rose is
helping you. _

Supernova was great. My hate off to you for your offort. It's easlly worth
much mozre, and if I were you I'd charge nuch moxe. Hy only criticlam is that it
isn’t even aore chock full of goodles.

I've oodlss of questions for you, but I'11l spare you most until next time and ask

just thiss why does Waller think Boardmen is a toad? 1 am not,

Shep Rose

((Don’t ask me ~~ Boardman hasn't croaksd yet.

The issue of ¥D you received yas probably & mid-monthly, one of those animals that
occasionally gets published in hetween game deadlines when I have too nuch to print.
Then again, it could be that I write all the letters and play in all my games under
pseudonyus. One never krows abqgut me...

Besides, Speaker's name wus pronounced as "Iry", so bad your Dad named you after
him people wouid have been call you not "Chris“ but "Cry".

Um, don’t look now, but are you sure you're not Shep Rose? Or Jane Proskin? Or
Ted Sommex?)) * '

. , i



From Steve Iangley {1/6/84): 33

Dagxr Bruce.

Re VD #88, veally, o sixieen-page play sbout Lerry Peery. To quote Lewls Carroll,
"Leas tread, mors tares." I couwldn®t finlsh it, sorry. Why is there swh a furor
over Larry's diptax ide2? Is it the word iex? Is 1t that it came from Larry Peery?
T have to admit I thought it was an unnecessary ides when I first saw it. I thought
then that the various hobby services were al) operating in the black., Since then,
the BNC has published a treasurer‘s report that indicates otherwise. BErgo, a source
of funds to help suppori hobby sprvices is needed after all. So much for my objection
t0 the "diptax".  I*va seen the quastion of who would adminlster it posed right along
side the gquestion of how does Pesry dare suggest that he can tax Diplomacy? He
suggestad ihat 21l monsy be sent to the BNC (no%t Peery) and that the BNC, the MNG,
and orphan ecustodians, along with a coupls of others that they (BNC, etc.) select
to helyp, should decids how the momey gets split up. Who bettszr? They are the ones
who do the work and understanrd the expenses., And wvhat sort of itax ls 1i{? A voluntary
contribution to be made by a (M sach time he opens a new game. We are doing that now,
at least I am., Larry said when he suggested $1.00 per player that the $1.00 was just
a nunber and that, with discusslon, an appropriate amount could be arrived at. Boy,
®as he ever wrong theve., With dlscussion what has been arrived at is more hysterical
reaction to what is tasically a good idea than I would have thought possihile.

St111, the hobby services do need help. That is fact. Maybe a $1.00 a game pexr
pleyer is too much: how about $2.,00 per game? All voluntary of course. Cosis have
risen slnce the BNC first asked for & buck -- how about letting Peery off the hook
on this one? Iun fect, considering how well the hodbby services are being handled Jjust
now, I think I will start sending in $2.00 for a number instead of only $1.00.

I'm enclosing a color phoete for your collection,

{(Thanx muchly.

Okay, hobby, sit down and brace yourselves. After over four years in the hobby,
the old BRUXer is about %o come out of the closet and reveal himself for what he
truly is, and it’s going to surprise {and maybe upset) a lot of pecple.

I an 2 hobby anarchist. HNot only do I oppose further organization withisthie postal
Diplomacy hobby., but I am opposed to that which we have now. You speak glowingly
of the "hobby eexrvices”, and bemoay their financial woes. Let me ask you thiss 1is
there one aingle hobby service that we absolutely must have in this hobby? I sulmit
that there 18 not. We meed tha Boa.cdnan Number Custodian? Why? To give out Boardman
Numbers? What for? So that we onn rate games? How copme?

We need the Novice Package? No; we don't. It's nice to have, and so long as
someone wants to distriwute it (I cm) then there's nothlng mng with its existence,
But it is rwa on a tresk-even basis. I have not recently, and will not ever again,
collect roney for it as g hobdy seivice -- I will' ‘take the money of people who buy
it from me direotly and that is all.

Do we rsally nsed ombudsmen, st,he orphan aarvice? No. They are nice to have
for certaln people at certain time and the people who use them at a given time should
pay the people who serve in that fynetlon, at the $lme they need help.

This feeling of hobby anarchy hap been growing yithin me for years mow. I doan't
agree with Terry Tallman on many things, tut on this point he’s hii the nail an the
bead. I'm already lavolved in hobby organization pore than enough -- I pay my dollax
pexr game to the BNC, bui don’t ask me why, since I don't see why I'm using Boardman
Numbarsto begin with -~ gnd I ma;u. adamartly oppose any attempts to further organize
thia hobby, so long as I have any say at all, and goddammit, that's going to be for
a long time. I will not, specifically, charge my players any money (beyond the dollar
that I now pay out of the gemefeek without knowing why) for "hobby services". I do
not think that the hobby at large should pay for the publication of Everything ox
Patevedria or Diplomacy World or any other zime. Inshort, to svanarize ay viewpoint
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on this mattexr of pesople paying for thinge in the -00bys

T THINK THAT PREOPLE SHOULD PAY FOR WHAT THEY BU{ DIRESTLY IN FUSTsL DIPLOMACY,
NCT FOR ANYTHING BLSE,

If someone Joins a geme, he pays & gamefee. If someone wants a Miller Number for
a game he's Iwming, he sends the fee for the Miller Number. If somoons wants
Supernova, then he sends me & buck (though I've never enforced that). If someone
wants a sub, he pays his sub fes.

I do not 1ike, reaspect, nor suppori any "hobby service" which attempts to collect
money from peopls other than thoss divectly buying that service. The dollar to
the ENC 1s voluntaxry, which is good -- I wouldn’t pay it 1f it becane "mandatory®.

Folks, there are over a humdred of you reading this. Some of you will oppose me
beceuse your opinions on this msiter camot be raconciled with mine. Those who haven'ti
given it much thought yet -- I urge you to ask yoursolf whether anyvone in a hobby
should have to pay for anytblng cther ihan the particular thing he is tuying. I don’t
think so, and I hope & few of you will egree

This response Ls golng to get me in too much trouule already. Haybe I can lessen
the impaet Just a woe 1ittle bit by &dding that I think the people rumning the hobby
gervices now sre generally doing an outstanding job -~ thai’s not the peint of this
whole dlscussion.

Fo, Steve, I will not support a diptax, soxry, even il it's 1 AN and I just went a
1ittle off the deep end in my retuttal., To me it's an anathemie -~- the epitome of
one aspect of the hobby whilch diszusts nme.

Suppezrt hobby enarchyl! Now and forevex!

Terry Tallman siad it much bstter than this. So did I, when I wrote the play. I'm
bracing myself for the inevitable Hast.))

{(Golly. The number of typos, slona, serves %o indicatc the raw serve rubbed by
the topic I Just replied to...)

From Rob Lowes (11/21/83):

Hi Bruce,

Just wanted to say thanks very nuch for the fun I had in Stocks and Bonds. I
really appreciate the fact that you inmcreased the amount of time betwsen dsadlines.
This made it possitle for me to play. I ended up with orly one real miss on my buy/
sell oxders but I doubt if It affected the final outcome at all. The finish was a
surprise, Stryker was supposed to go up cncs more. That's the way it goes. {(Damn it.)

As you know, up here 1iu Canada, it can get gquite cuvld. It'as been repocted so cold
that a person talking outside had the yords come out es 80114 chunks of ice., These
had to be melted ir a frylng pan over a fire befors anyone knew what the person said.
S0 1t's no wonder that I have to cut & lot of weod to keep cur houss warm, I was
conaldering that delightful (?) task a couple of weeks ago, ut found I could delay
for a couple of months. Why? Becausz thai's wvhen I received my copy of your
houserules! I thknk you very much!

Yow U4th anpish was nothing short of unbelleyable. How did you nanage to put all
of that togethexr? There were a lot of very good articles and letters in it, I
especially liked your Cyclic Articls. Very well done. Take care (and take a little
reak -- you deserve ii), :

((Glad to hear you enjoyed it. Now you don't have to chop wood all wintex!

Your story was nothing comparde to New England. Here, people's thoughts freeze
while stil) linside thelr heads. HNo wonder that Maseachusetis is so full of Democrats.
Maybe I'l) run a varisnt of Stocks and Bonds zome tmie, in shich nagetiation will

play a rols. We'll zee.))



From Mark Berch (12/13/83)1 : 35

Dzaa.. Bruce,

Songrats on your astonlshing z;v.nni.:;tn.a I'm just getting through with it now!

Tou say, "Xilling in seli.defssne is net a wrong,” I don®t agree. Supposs, for
axample, that you tried to kill eomeons, due to a elight moral lapse, perhaps. The
Initial attenpt falled, e.g. the yllst missed. Your intended victim, exsrcising his
"rigats" under self-defense, is ebout to k131 you (4in an attempt to prevent you from
taking ancther shot at hia). The only way you can stop him from killing you is to
talie another shot at him, in sell-dofense of course. And you would say that'’s not
wrong? {(r considsr this. You are about to be strapped to an electric chair. But
you've nanaged 1o obialn & ...

Even in the woader case, no, I don®t agree., Killing, evan in self-defense, is
wrong., in practically all casee, howswer, 1t will be ths lesesr of two evils.

Ca ihe questlon of how o trdat a player’s orders which have mislabeled an arny
for a flest, or vice vexrss, I still think you are being evanive. You seem to be down
1o tho reasons

1. "I would be changing what ths player wrote down. I view that as (M interference.”
How pany of your players print thelr orders in purple ink? How often doc you change the
crder in which the player®s orders sre mresented? If he epelis the name out you
shoxrien it to an abbreviation. To shich you respond: These changes are of no
significance. The unit iz still Iin Sweden regardloess of whether it‘s Swe or Sweden,
for example. The sane 18 ixue of A/F designators. The unit is always as it was milt,
regardless of whiher the player writes A ox F, None of thess "changes", including
u wletaken A for an F deal with regulremente iz the Rulebook and thus none of them
ava of any significance. If a player referred to his fleet as "F Bre builit in 1902",
a2d it was bullt in 1903, that would he Just as wrong as "A Bre", and Just as
inslgnificant an exroxr.

2. It mokes a betier zame, or, you . Just prefer it that way. DBut why? To this
day you have not explained why an NMMR (on the unit) mskes it a Letter gomo, or shy
you prefer to MR the player rather than Jusi chasiising him, for example, or
confienating 504 out of his fee, or some such. In soms situntlons the Rulebook
requires, in effect, that the player bs N4Red. Flae. But as yon recognise, the
Rulebonk here doea not. The Rulebook is raihor consistent in requiring only things
that are actunlly neasded, and this is a violation of that. You have yet to axplain
how this policy nakes for a tetier gams. Tha veason for this fallure, I venture to
guess, 1s that you understand that it doesmn’t make for a better game.

You've had conditlousl press uvsed only with 2 or 3 player over the past 4 years?
I’n anazed, I've used it In almoat all my games, usually several times. It really
is fun to discuas that: smon"s wgnta in the pr.'qss. Makos it nuch more contemporary.
Get with 1%, YD players..

Junes ¥al) sez, “The nwam.para roemla.rly ignors grose violations of human rights
Af the Russians perform them (witrsss the chemical iurfare in Afghsnisten and in
Cambodla).” ‘What. papers is James Wall referzing.to? I read the Washington Post,
supposedly a bastion of such 1iberpl, anti~ . papers, and they‘ve given an enormous
amount of ocovarags to the dz::g Pf the use of poisonous gasss in Cambodia and
Laos (the ao-cunad “yellow »}:  Afghanistan is a different story. To begin
with, it’s extremely difficult to- pover news n ihat country, and even the U.S.
goverment ‘states that it camot ppove that the Russians (or the Afghan axmy) 1s
using poison gas, and in fact have no solid sveldance to that sffect.

On the question of postnarks, remember, they might not be acourate. I once got a
letter from New York which wes: poatmark the day after I got it. Actually, the fumnlest
thing regarding postaarks came a month or tws ago. The postmark misaed the stamp
altogether, lesaving it uncancelled. The siogan on the postmark: "Oct is stamp
collecting month."

The Douley racing in Texas jcks appeared long age in BB.
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{{(¥e've been over and over the arguments rsgarding mislaboled units, A player
camnot ordar an 2my where he has a fleot, becsuse he doesn’t have an army there.
And dt's a "better game® when the GM doesn’t change the player's orders to conform
to what he thiak they should be, dus to the actual positlon of the unlts on the boaxd,

You come ur with these corny sxamplss (and that's what they ave, Mark) like the
fact that players don't use purple ink, when I%n talking atout changing one legal,
unambiuous order to another one. While I enjoy this parilcular corny example
{becauss I think you are hslping to dofeat your own argument in the eyes of most
veaders), I don't find it particviarly relevant to the discussion at hand,

There has been sery littls prees in VD conditlonal upon the outcome of current
season’s orders, and as I ceid before, I cppose it in rhilosophy only (as opposed to
in the houssrulos, where 1 don’t opposs, I suppose).

So supposs you‘ve sitending ai one vertex of a polygon, with each person about to
shoot the person ore point clockwlise of himeelf. Then axe you Justifisd in killing
your sueigned target? in a trizngle, you'd actuaily be killing yourself by dolng so,
since ihe guy yodre shaoting 46 alout to xlll the guy who's golng to kill you,

Ta a quadrillatexal, howrever, youd be shooting the guy who is about to shoot the guy
who iz ebont to sheot the guy she iz going to klll you, and therefore you would be
Saving your own 1lfs by doing this, By induotion, you shouid shoot in self-defence
when the mmbor of vsytieces 1s onsn tat you’ll be committing suicide by shooting if
it's odd. It 1s for this pruclse resson. in case the sltuation ever cmne up, that

I deciced to major in meth.

James 13 obvlously reading the Wail Paper. And I°ve never sesn wallpaper which
contalns mush discussion of chemical wariare.))

From Knthy Bycns (1/14/84),

Daar Bruce,

I Jjust {finished reading lzsue #89 and I would liks to make a couple of comnents.

In responsa to Wes Ives' letter, I would like to state that I am bending over
hackwaids ic accomoedate the electronic mall pubbsrs and playexs. I am very willing
to give them Boordman Numbers, if thay wlll supply the required informatlion. They
pust supply the same Anformation that you or any other poatal GM must suitmit. Wes
iz the only "e-meil" pubber who 12 having a problem with me. Russell Sipe and Chip
Charnley are very catdsfied with the way I handle their sanes,

Wes claims that na wants to be trealed equal to postal games, yet he rsfuses to
follow the same rules., Forget the fact that the games are being run on computera.
His geomes are verlants, He ciaims hls playoers ocan communicate even though they use
an allee, sa therefore it 1s & regular game. Thie is not true., There is a pustal game
belng run vight now in which the players are using mall drops to communlcate and
keep their ldentitiss sscret ~- it is Deing run wndaer an MN. ((Miller Numbsr; used
for variant games.)) Woolworth games, a gunbost game whars negotlations are peraitted
in the proass, ia alss & variant. Wes® games gre exastly the same,

Let me pome his question. IFf I yive Wes a BN {i.e. *84C), what 44 I list in
Everything? "84C -~ G¥» Ives -~ jlayars unknown.! Then I'1l have to do the same for
ovary cther (M who requests 1t., I can see %jﬂ now -- 15 goame starts, 5 of
then with no playerz listed. T ax no longer BNG, I am now the WMNCH

As 1o ths ratabiiihy of electronic games, it will be left to the ratingsmasters.

I am not decissing these games ivregular -~ I am Just noting them as belng playsd
differcntiy. My own opininn, not thet ot the BNC, is that in electronlc mall games
the USFS can’t help you MR, 4 leiter to an slly can't get loat, and scxew wp a
good allisnce! Besides, l1ike you, I‘d much rather get a letter with a personal touch
in the mail than write to a aachins!

I would also liks to comment on your ombudeman stance, I see no reason why a
player shoyld be denised an omtdeman if nhe questions a GM ruling! I don't oaxe how
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“olwiouwsiy" righi you mre, It may be obtvicus to you oxr me, tut not t¢ the nlayer.
As ihe BNC, T nave alrsady had two playesrs come to me and azk me to talk to thsirx
Gi uscause he was rofusing to allow an ombudsman., (That dossn’t sound right, it was
two different players end two different s.) Howsver, in each cese I wrote tho (Ms
anl agked them 88 2 favor 40 me would thoy please aliow an ombudleman even taough I
koow thelr rullngs were totally correct., Boih (Ms agreed and both players woere
saviafiod even though they lost the declslon. As a pleyer, AL a GM ever told me that
I couldn®t go to an ombtudsman, I would definitely question the GM's moliwes. As the
G¥ (23d herc I know we siizmgz'ae). I feel you shorld try to haep your playarse happy.
zad if thai peans letiing one of tham take you to an ombudsman then I think you
ehould do 1! As I told one (M, if you are so sure that you are right then you should
have ro qualms ahoul going to an onbudeasn, 1 really don’t feel that it would be
treaking youx HRe 4o keepr a playsr heppy. Sometimes o ruling is & lot sasler to
accopt A 1t de sxplained by an ?utaﬂ.der,

({I think you have mads your yoints very well on moth of the issues under discussion.

Aetuslly, thera is onse ervor in yowr discumsion of s-mall games: Wes' games are
diffexent from Weolworth games, in thet the players in Wee" games can conduct ivate
negotietions. However, your comparisen to the "mall drop" variant, Tyhersin the
players doun’t know sach others ldentities. is very telilng, If that’s a varlant,
then so aust b gagees o the Worduwerks, in which players ave aiso kepl ia the dark
regxrding each otherta trus \dentitles.

Az you Luow, though, I think that swey oo wuweh welight is glven to the question
of regularity and Taiirgs to bogin with. £s s hobby anarchist (now that 1z out of
the closet I can ssy thess things, I gueas) I feei that if the game is fun. play it.
Yos, e-muil games should be distinguished from regular amall games. Yes, Wes' games
are varianis, oaeed on: your nethode of determining regulsvity. But that woulid not
discourage me from supporiing, or playing in, his games. I°11 bet thay e fun,
and that's winkt cmmtx:o the nost.

On ombudemen, we'ra going to end up having io dleagres (sc what elee is naw,
cight?), The statement where you szy you “know® we disagres 1s one on shich we
actually sgrec 1G0%. The only differsnce 16 a matter of sementics -~ I don't view
"keering the rplaysws huppy" am maaning that every move 1 make will plassse every player
all of the tine. I jusi meen that T #1322 Isep the playexrs in a gams that is well-
Tun, uwnder ay rwea. I wiil come out on time, he emw.n"sis*t.«mrr’:.ﬁ otc. The players aust
croate their "heppinsss® for themsslves within thal framework,

Yes. I sBee your pelint that s rTuling is sasier 1.0 accept 1f 1t ls explained by an
vutsider. T addressed this in my article in #89. | But therc was snother point in
that articls which, although hrougu up in a si.lgntly dlfferent contaxt, applilse here
as well.

In ghysics, ws have the Law of .Action &nd Reaciion. For every actlon, there is
ar equal and opposite veactlon, Caonsider the follpwing cass. A player wanis an
ombudaman for ne good reason: he 13 s8laply mad at the GM foxr personal reasons end
(spperentiy) wvanis to dlerupt the game. In fact, e doesn’t oven bother to stsie
what his complaint i8 «~ he just winia en omboduman.  Should the & call ons, and
delay the game? I don't think s0, and I woulddn®t in that clircudstance. And this is
not eome far.fetchad Ligzent of nmy i}maginatiam 1% happened to me, The player was
Dick Martin, the CM Gary Coughlan, snd the gans .w;pdim Roundabout. A8 a player in
the game, I wes urhapny with the copplaint, whlch was vexry clearly irumped up, and
T vas unhappy that the G delayed the gams io accomodets thes player who was clearly
1o the wrong. In bending over backwards to be falr to a player who did not dessrve
it, the &M actually hurt the game for ithe rest of us. (I hasten to add that the
&ane was, on the whole, extromely weli-run.)} (And that I do not put the blane on
Gary, foxr olwlous SARBORE, )

To mumasrize this argurent, then, going to ap ombudsmer takes tine and crealsse a
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disturtance ln the game. ‘'hie delay and dieiuxrbance iz worth it Af the player night
ba wight; 1t is put worth it when the player'e complsint is obviously wrong.

Aud, I v anocher rsgson. whioh epplies to me personklly. I kuow the rules of
the geas about as well s, and ay housarules oiter than, sny ombudeman. In 2 cese
shore I an cloarly right, I dor’t oven wanl %o take the chence, 21z a8 it may
be, that the cmbudass:n wili mpess things wp by ruling lncorrnctly.

For emmplﬁ, it would be vexy roBy to aleundereiand my houssruia regarding the
mwosence of ¢ convoy woute &8 & delexelalug faclor as io whéther an oxder is legal.

I dea’t have 1004 confidence thet sn ombudiman is golng to m%eﬁg;;g underetand the
mpxmmom of {hwt riie and how it might apply in any siven board situation. Ohb,
aurv, ¥ have u heok of & jot of confidenca 1n, say, Borch's abllity to read and
undsretand ny housewiles.  And tha® appiles to some others as well., But I don®t
even thiak l thould have o take the cuislde chancs that an cabudszan will rule
Ineoreaetly tn s Case ushors ay adjelination is clearly the corxrsct cne,

AR wven :.v-.si‘wx eranie Wa? oy presatire end to MILEY WAY. No ombudesan who
1a thilnzing strelaht woudd aliow a ployes's word to iake precedrnce over that of the
M rogerrding somothi ing submplived vixm phone, sban the nouzsruloe indleats that the

Gt's record of such cozsunieation must be considered final. Bud shat if the ombudsean,
.\n a moaentery lapss, ruled in favor of the player? Yhat ilf? it is thore, witisathe
reals of possibility. you know. I wewld happen. And then what happsns? Not only
ia the gome currently in guestisn sffected, but other players gut it into their heads
that whey can do tha seme thing -- and shat’s nore, they®vs now got a mwecedant to
o by, tecaunse e (& has already besn overyulod in one such case, =20 Wy not in
theirs? No, thenz. As I sald in ihe article, the playexs here have to have some
dsgree of confldence in no to make corvecd rulings. bscavse when I doy I will not
almays «all for an colud=man,

Reaily, ¢thiz ir snother one of those quastions where neithex you nor I is "righty.
de are ialking atout Lo perfectly velid, though divargent, millescrhles of (Ming.
Any piysy who wowld gunetlon my motimes for yefualng io col) an ombudemsn shouldn’t
e plaryizg here in the {lret p?w.em

It iz sa intercesting iseus, and one which ls gsraadn to thie wiole exchango, as
to what 18 the emmel purposs of thie oplndvsaan? 4o I said In the letter Bd Wrobel
carved up for Pollilsgse, thers sra times whan it is nel clear-cut whiich muling in &
given sltuntion ig the oovvect voe. Those aie the times, in sy oplnion, when an
vabudosen is uesdsd.

Your opdulen, and I would suess thet of mosi of the hobby, iz different from mine.
You also ez the cpbultesn a8 uvaefal sdwn a player vesds sosmecn: to make an unfavorahle
rullng easier to amilow. A spoonful of segar, 1 you will. Hhile I see the polat
behind this scgumend, I do not agres with it.

I apprsciate your inpud on this queetlion lomensely -~ yours lis the besi rgaponse I
have W date Trom zy srfticlie on GMing and pulllishing praciicec even though ws neew
to represent opposita ends of ithe spectyum.))

from John Mirhalskd:

Dsar HEruca,

You know, I almost skipped 138149 88 altogether, tut scmeocuns on the rhone at
ByrneCon said to glence at the play, se I did. 1 #131) can’t read thoss long pleces,
but the semgs 1 eaw/macomnized wora really clewer, I wish [ could atill put euch
effort into the hobby. Congrate on an outsianding effort.

{{OX, so I do print pat-on-the~-hack leiters now and then. Eepecially when they
£111 the page this nicely. and all the othera I have left o typs arxe longer.
Glad 7ou liked 3t.))



-
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Fron Mike Barmo (1/14/84):

Good news:

It's tiae for the occasionsl Barno Whines Like Shit leiter; YD #89 hes got me
inspired ox something. ,

Ho, insplred’s not the woxd.

30 the Gosaip Column's not {illed with near~peychotic personal attacks any more.
16 s%i1l bugs me. Maybe wore so, now that I realize what the real problem im.

ALl T eee 15 “So writs ne off as an asshole”, and talk supporiing killiog others,
ant diecrininating sgalnat ons "race” or another, and sstire and sercasz snd
e:phna?ions of sams, and not trusting anyeons, and how Linaey or MMRors or someons is

“ulning sveryhudy's gomes. I g0 to a Son and see people srsulng heatedly over GHing
[rocedurss and crying over "rescipea® and creating hoaxes,

1 ase it iu the hobby, I ses 1t at ihis college, 1 see it 1) around me. Everyons
scens to believe that ardmale are to X1, that farales are to fuck, that money is
e claw for, and that nothleg matiars very murh oxcept ome's axploitation of cne‘s
ﬂ.xrmundings wo salialy hid/hor own drives andi desires. You should sse the rescilions
1 get: as & wenber of the "pesce movsment” (how ironlc that name in) when I and ay
follow activists suzgeat st mavbe 1t dossn’™ make senas to dovotr nost of our time
and rogourcss Lo owr continulng etienpts at mutusl desiruction.

I'm fwking plsssd. I can’t eurape it by pPlayling games. I can‘t eacape it by
dealing enly with people who think as I do, or by dealing only wiih friende. I
couldn’t eamape it with druga. 7That’e why I started abusing drugs, by the mays I
couldn’t handle the wy my ifrientis wera ireating each other or the effect it had on
me. The destruciicr of Hike Barno wes completad the day T wrote that stupld,
huriful leiter & ysar ago. -

1963 cost mo ay lomocence. i tock me two deca,dsa of 1ife t» reach this point,
and the lest yaar aeant more than all ihe rest combined. But Ii wee worth it: I
learnsd to love, to handle pain, and to help others when thay hurt llke nevexr before.
And events brought about by the hodby were responsilis foxr al) of 1t. Some yru'vs
heard about, much remains private. Just understand that the hobby really means
something. T have made {risnds wesp a contiuent away. Maybe you have too.

Okay, mo xaybe I*m not communicating as effectively as Fd or Alax. So
maybe I'm & nnive, pansy-sssed leftist who isu’t realietic. So maybe I've never
contributed anything to the hobby except to fold a =ine and crphan some ganes when
I oouldn’t handle Jife. So maybe 1'p & dumd, ignorant Meusan who misinterprets satlre
and whinas instead of rationally discussing ideas. T fully expect to be ignored. I
won't hoiher putting out my planncd ysey-liats Tipal lssue, as the 1dsas I JIntended to
discuss would cone out like this létter. And I'm only etaylng in ths hodby to keep
in touch with friends.

But meybe. Just once, someone qill astop and thlnh. And the world will be that
much closer to being one worth living in.

Oh, hell. lLet's pluy a goddant gaze. A1l the love I can auster,

. ¥ike

((vhew! It hizrts ne to see a friepd hurd 1lke this, MXlks hes regussted that I xial
this letier, though my response to him was Iwivate,))

From larry Pesry {12/18/83 and 1!16[8‘&, excerpis):

BRUK«
A qulck note. BeethovenCon II was & nice time. ¥We had about 20 people, lnaduding

Shexrwood, Moinsl, Woodson, Frits. I won a Huclear War gase sbd managed to do wall

in 2 of the 5 Dippy games (I only plwyed inm 2)...
I'm still working on ysur press rllcam/articla. It keeps getiting biggor




and bigeaTs Do you w@unt ho So g 200 pegs lsaus of PREAYBLEAH!?
Oh well, hsva a gomd boliday.

{(Tha other lotiex}) ...) havsn't foirgotien yowr siory. JYi'e on the same hwrnsr
with the ({(Berch)) ok chapier, the Con Heat huvdbook, and chapter 423 of my Hemolrs.
Ave we supgrued 30 be wading?  AnG Wiy aven't you sigumed up for the pubber s
sewn? That rould drive o Pow pooyle muis, Fot that I'm nol doing a good job mysell,

thank ¥

{{Thanks Tov the Lelters, aps for sendlug aleng the izsuws of Xepo enclosed with
whe lokost oms. Be, wstow sob foading; YD i3 traded orly for non. Joxih American
zirme. L've Yesn sending them o you Lecauss of the meuticne of you, and your letiers
T7ea bteen griating, s couw-tesy coplea.

1°11 ook Zeroard &till to your ardlele or whatsver, bub will pass on the 200-page
issua, theaks., Also on the pubburs gene, _

Gled that (the veel) IscthovenGon IY wms o bice tiue, Bet it waon't anything
1ike the pilay, ‘mc«ﬁ@hé}i

From Ohaff ATDerbach, wno i2 clsaciy intent on proving to the world thot there ave
ne lower bwunds to vy chame {337/

Daar Boueo,

Tontd you phesse, ploase, FLEASE mliat Just one more lotier pattlng you on tha
tack? I Just bave to odd my compiimenis to ihe aouniain of mralse alweady hespoad on
you, DMplonecyto greatess rubdlichern.

I ecpecielly aperscinte vorr pollicy of ot aditing istisys, bocause rwight pow I'm
seurching for one YWweve unycior o rowsd oub o gazesiard, T %11l be Qing "S.P.Q.K.",
a new Mplensoy-type gaee sot in uperdsl Roms. It Loveives the coordination of
mdiltary foreca, materiel, Fingacea. aof votes in the Rosasn Scante - in ordrx to
haveo jouresif mawsd Naporor, of omuee.  An of you Dipe daras t0 1Ty a gane vhers the
troabtles are ot in priniagty

Ho. Geis sl oy own dnventien, dub 've played 1t so T csmo reecommend it highly.
If sovors wends 30 4o snve thew the last sloil, they can drop ne a card at %632 Oakgrove,
Neland. U4 9HGIB, And vou can get the zulss by sending » SUSE to Mike Mills, 26
Lawrel Read, Siostedurg, Nf 10574,

Of coures, BROX, I veallise you yourself won’t have tias to tnke on this challenge.
I understand, It's a lot of hard work puttiog oul the bost slue in Diplomstlc history.
And slince you've goi all those uwuedited latiors ¢ typs, 1 won’t keep you any longer.
Thanks for the plugl .

({5 T ddidsn o 84 47 colly geo whis, (Foffy, 12 awlully fisttsred by your
Zlouing oomplinenta. AL fixst, ny wolfound modesty dictatod that I omit ihe firet
&nd last pavegraphs of ihiz leiter, but then I realized thore was ro wey to© do that
wvithout editing, =20 puch 0 my chapgzris, I had to luclude thom hare. Fleass, don’t
enbarrasa ne 1iks thin ever aguini))

Feox Jin Finley:

EBRUX,

B don't 1ilks the 4iplsxy Xdes elther, oul your last lssun {(488)) ws wrong.
You atiacked 2 person Instwed of his ides, on & vindicliive, personsi leval that had
nothing to do with Lis vopopulaur idsa. Yere you drunk ox swnething? Anymay. thal
wae the cleprest sxanple I've seun yob of the worst slde of the hobby, and I won't
pay for eny mwore of 1%, Fleass cancel our sub.

((T've pridsd my self ovor the past ymar on the abssncs of vindictive, personal
attacks i VD, Afier recedving ihiz isdlsr, X went beck and read the play. And you
kuow what? 1 aiiil pids ayself on the absspce of vindictive, pereonal attacks in VD,

You sxe sutitlsd 2o your oplpion. And to your refund, which ls enclosed.))
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From Senn (12/15/63 and 1/15/84, excerpts):

Dagz SRUX.

YL cane todey, slong with your Christmas card. Thanka!

'I\,dny was & zave ons in Oregon - not only was ther2 no raln, but he s actuvally
ceme out. Tho last tipe the two occurred together wae sometime kack in August, I
thick. Y¢'s hard te remember.

Aryway, Samantha and I end the doge aat oul on the deck and 7 drank some hot
spleed oider oud read the wril and watched the river flow by (it's quite gouod-siszed
sfter 8l thet rain) ard watched the alugs do whatevar it is that slugs de,

So theve I was. snjoying a perfectly pescefill day, when what to ay wondering oyes
should appear -- ox vhould I asy not appear -~ pages 15 & 16 were midsing. There I
wag, Just cainly raading zlong in the RICEL peane, and all of a & n there's the
letter from Shep Rose. (Very interesting letter, I mlght add. } Now, this missing
pege might not have Tothored me 'so much excapt that Just 2 days agc in our phone
converaation I wertioned te you 'that owr Anduin was miseing 4 pagss, irnluding the one

my lotier and part of Zvic’s veply ware on. Ia this a ploi? First Erie, now you.
¥ho’s next -~ ¥hitoatonia? Eurﬁﬂm %’@Bﬁ" North Zealh, West Coorge? Not -~ no,
susiy not cmh'(”n Ramb) ingas T a test? Did you think owr ins were so
uaiarlogeed that ws muldn“t potice enything missing? Do you think we can’t count?
Are yocu itrying to cheait on our aud by leaving oul & page here. a pags there? Ox
iz this a subtle oy to gol me o call and ask you to read the niasing RIGEL preses,
the wey you road me ithe niscing Anduin pagea? Come on, BRUX, it's tine this matterx
wzs oud in the opea!

I think you should atar’ e new contast for BEST UNDERSTATEMENT of 1983. All
right. Doomleds, send youwr votes in to BRUX now. My nomination for understatement of
the ysar is your sintement about Tallman (hottom of page 2, issus #87)s “I don’t
think Dazry likes me very rpuch.” All nominations due by Febwuary 30. Decislcn of
the Julges im £inal. What with BRUXCON and anothsr ByrnsCon eoning up, thers should
e plenky of materlul for satries,

The "Plcking Your Noso™ arhﬁ.cle was disgusting. Rozminds me of 2 card I recelved
from Highfleld: '

Farfectly Mated, Twisting

And Thrusting Desper And

Deeper, Moaning Until

Abnhhh. ., ¥ithdrawing

Arnd Savoring Quve Of Lifc's

Grealeat Plesswsa In

Contented Afterglow.

Viewing It Is Something

Tc Beliold. Lo

‘I‘hantba;\mmofthomnmm

But From Now On, ;
Fiaasas Pick Yowr 4
Hose In Private. ;

Foxr soge reason; he thought tpst would be appropriate for me.

((The othor lettex)) ...caupd my Mon this gfterancon ard told her about your
offer to take ws o Lake Ceorge. ; She thousht 1t sounded wondexful and sald we ahould
20 1! ai all poesible...

I Jjust finished payiag bdille and an feal.tng doun...Money natters are a0 depressing
and wa stil) have to buy dog licenees, take two dogs to the vel, and cur sapiic tank
sn’t working right, Then next mpunth we pay acothsr installment on property taxes
and dental work for Ken and me. I don't even want to thlnk about lincoms taxes...

Tire to do Qisbews. Ken and I agreed this afterroon that if he hung a hook from
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ths Xitchen ceiling, I wutlid wesh dishas, which 18 usually hie Job. He wus teasirg
rme abvout not waniing 4o do anythlnz mechanicel, but 1t did take him 435 minutes aud

two trips 4o the attlc io flgwre cut vhers the stud was, not 10 mentlon the several
holes in the celling and the plester dust on ths fioor. If 1'm supposed to do all

that to be consldered liberated, I'11 pass,

Love and misoing pages,
Joan

({(How sbout love and suotty fingers?

Lettars from Joan are among the aost pleasurahle momenis in Dipdom for as. Even
if I do have to leeve pages out of her lssues to Force her to write more often. {w)

Since this letier mentions it, now's as good = tine as any to plug KadbirnKon Ii.
I have resorved s cablosttis ai Lelke Goorge for the last two weeis in July, and have
panaged to talk a few Dooaies into coming up (mostly for ahout & woek apliece, at
various tires) and enjoy the rugged outdoors - canosing, notorboating, campfiring,
outhousing, ete. Ii’s the suse cablostia you read abouit In VU last August. Any
Doonles who might he interestad in dropplag by for & day or ihwee should let me hear
it, and altaough the cabla pay e fuil already. wo'll see whal we can work out,
So far, peoples who are definltely or wvary possibly golng are Josn, Samantha, Xen,
Miks Barno, Pster Anecff, Steve Xright, Mark 1nwdi, and myself. If anyons elss is
golng %o Just happen to bs in upsiate New Yurk at the time, why not atop in? Let me
Zrew. Ka % where the only housgrule is NO RMOKING.

Doomies who, llke me, are closs with Joan and her family might bs intarested <o
hasr that Sasantha w2l o turning one yenr old on Felrusry 5.))

From Jaap Jacobs (11/6/83):

Dazax BRUK,

Many thanks for the zemple isruwe that you sent pe. It mads very interxesting
veadlng, though oy point of view on e several toples concerming telephoned ordere
is quite simple. I don'i accept any tolephonad oxders at any time.

The situstion Jeff Noio asks you 1o rule on ca page 25 ((wharein a hurricane
dsstroys Jacksonville, causlag orders pansing through to he late, I think)) ia in
facl guite simller Iu offect tn a postel strike. Which At is likely Hollan wiil
be having pext week (R0 I'm not even aurs this leitexr will reach you). ((leb me
assurs you that it d14,)) Hy reactlon to ihis elivation will bo a delay in the
woduntlon of the vine, of courme. WMot only e 4} alwost ispossible for crdexs %o
reakh mo n time, but niso 1t°A uo uss sendlng out an issus of Oxymoron,

There are some qulis intersstivg talngs in your letier colwan on which I would
1ike to comment., I won't bocavag the ilseve you sent me was your July issue, and
replying in & Hovenber or aven lDecontsar icaue dosen’t maks much sense. However, if
you atcopt ay proposal to trade, | could give you a Duich~BEuropean visw on subjects
o your jetter colusn, Porhape even on political Aszwes, though it wilii of course be
shocking for Americans to be thoyght of as aggressive imperisllist lovadezrs ole. atc...

1°11 encloms a back issue of Oigmoron, and Ypps to hear from you soon.

({1 was golng to refuso youwr pffer to trade, ai first, sincs I don’t read Dutch,
But then I remombered all the nlce letiers of yours I°ve sesn in Burope Express, and
I renoticed your offer to writs, in the echove lutler. (K, we’re trading, since I
want corrsepondents liks you! That nmakes two Duexmiex in the Retherlandms...

¥ell, refusing all phoued arders s ome xay out of all the sticky situatiocns
dascribed & whille back in the Telephcne articie. But 1 pervonally would rather have
to faos those sticky situatlons, and in the proosss ailow more playars to zst thelr
aoves in, snd incidentelly, get to talk with more hobby members morc ofian.

In the svent of an Amexrican postal strike. VD's deadline are automatically
dolayed 4117 it snde. psr ay houwarwiss. Thanks fox the issue you esnt!))




Froe Jeff Noto {11/28/83):
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Dess Bouges,

is lsttar 1s made in part to apologlse for not showlng up at ByzmeCon. Owur
£1ight wss schaduled to leave New' York the Saturdsy after Thankagiving. I had plansad
i gped & few hours there on Friday. Sc I wiw wp Friday to find out that I didn't
huve & m. It ecens ny sister wis called into work and took her car (which I wus
veingl, Aad Y cortalnly wasu’t going to have £Cs60ne from Queens come to get we in
thy snovr. I ehould've oelled, thoungh. :

As yau will note &t the ond of this letter, we've noved sgaln. Hopefully. ws®ll
b2 siaying hers for & while. Xi's & really nlm 3-hodrooa house (Lisa’s mon owns
Aki.  ALL X nead Lo do now 46 Fiud a Job.

T*ve basr really lucky. I knéw a lot of poople who have besn looking for a Job
2 Jot loager than T have without such lunk. Lisa bas beern really great, through
all of this, heolping o Yo keep fyom gebtlnag down on myself. I°ve been raally blensed,
& loving and phoaominally atvong wife. u beautiful and kright daughter snd numerous
grwat fyiends.

Az watohlng thy Doipbino-Bengals geme while writing this, I doa't care Af
Dickeresn mms for 2000+ yurds: the Dolphing ame ghing to the playoff2 tecause Dan
Marimo becams the #1 quwrisrhack,  Narino should act only bs rookle of the yoarx,
but oleo playsr of the year. {(Not Doomis of the Year, though...))

Foctiall is reslly grest this yeaxr. Almost everyons has a shot at a playoff,
have you notioed. though, that foz about the past ten ysars. 3 teans arc almoat
2lways in the ruoning: Miani, Piitshurgh and Dallas. It's not surprieing their
coaches ure resogaizsd w8 thiree of tho very bast (although after watching Shula for
the past five years, I think he’s:in & ¢lsss by himselt).

Corgratulations on your now move. [t cariainly wust save you & lot on gns., 1
boge this won't have any sdverss sfi’ects on ¥O.

{(Now, now. Not to worry. You lnow thet if the move wonld have hurt VB, I
soild rave stayed put in ilbany. ThoTe 1 ars some priocities in life, aftsr all.
Your emlogy is sccopted, but now you'li nave to show up at BRUXCON newt year
or ®ise. Desl?
T rould  add Daklapd {rup, thdt's Oakland, not Los Angeles) to your ilat of
groat Leame. I agree thal Shula’s the besot in the dusineas.
I'wm typipg this the dzy befors Super Sunday. and night as wmewll tell the world that
I've put $10 on tho Raldevs, aven U with a guy et work. 1 regard this as monoy
o the Yank. My plek: Oekiand 3%, Washiagion 1‘?,‘ With & good day, the °Skins
mﬁ come wWithin a touohdown. ao))'

From Don Willlems (of ﬂaaw:hmtu. ‘ainoe thorn"ts ancther one froe California):

Dear BRUK !
week é’wps you have smurvived tramma of noﬂ.ng; n'on peraom ‘exparianss I know
how Aifficult it omo be, aspec if you ave working at the ssme tise, How do you

find 1ife in ths Berkshires dm the igter? I{ you mre living in an apartaent at
lsast you don't have to worry about plawing s long country road. If you of anyocne
you know is inleretted in ice clinbing ar winter jountainssring 1°m lookinyg for
pertners, I aleo like to ski, and 1t 13 alwnys nice toc have soma company then too.
Hes auyons aver remaried on a possible covielaticn betwsen your affinity for
voluminows HRe and profeseion as a O0BOL mogranper? To mo, COBCL always seemed
desigmed %o raquire the greaisat smount >f work to accomplich the amallest task (u
vary "wordy" inngusge). Once more, Bany thauks and best wishas fox the new year.

({1 thiok Stevs Langley or ~omecus. mads & oimilar comment a while tmck, I don’t
irdulge in thes sporis you mention, but interesisd Doomies mignt coatact Doz at
185 Newr Ludiow Rd. #106, Chicopes, MA 01020.})




From Roneld Brown (15/23/83, excerpt): ‘%4

Dear 3ryvee,

Hope you're ssttling in okay. Aan complained that she couldn®t follow most of
the letisrs in #86, as she'll never have time to read #85, to whlch many were referring.

.ec(lad you and Kathy have kissed aud made up. You should have a great time at
BrynsCon. Mamzgzer AND Olsen in the same epartment? Togethex??? Ane they going to
post guards while thsy aleep, or what? Enjy yourself!

Ané T hops BRUXCON II is & loi of fun too. Wish 1 could be there. tut... Hell,
I've got to work on the 28th! (Besides just being umable to take off and leave Amn
alone with Christopher.)

Spe of Christophexr, he has dissovered Space Invaders (we've an Atarl video
gans system). He thinka it*s the greatesi show on TV and dances in tlme to the
sound effects. At other times he will begin swinging his amm in time to "tsk, tsk,
tak, tsk," as he imitates the scund and mowument. Ha has aleo learned to say "Yeah"
and usss 1t to answer guestions, which he apparently werstands. Gusss “Yes, sir,”
is 2 bit much to expect from an i8-month old. Can’t undersiand whers he picks up
such language, a8 I am a model of correct speech and pronunciatlon, you know, eh?

Speaking of games, epent last weekend writing a geme on a Commodore 64 for a local
alementary school class. Great fun snd they wsre delighted. How come no one will
pay mo o do what I'm good at? I could eaelly spend 16 hours a day writing games and
educational programs and naver run out of idess. Meanwhile, mainly on zidnights and
evening shifts at work, playing havoc with eating. slesping, and life 1n genersl. It
dosen’t help that walls ave being knocked down and machinery mofed around as we work
{wa*re exparding, as usual ~- a perpetuz) etate. it scems). There were three openings
for entry level programmera a few weeks ago, but pecple in operatlons were specifically
sxciuvded from applying. So, I'm irying to get a iransfer to arother governmant
department which isn't mum along clase lines. Chances look pretty good right now for
that. And. stlll getiing interviews in the private sector., Keep geitling c¢n the
short ilst, but beat out by people with more experience. Always a bridesmald, eh?

Trust your job 1s going well. Quite a change from toaching, eh? Least you can
alwsys hit youwr terminal when ii°s not coopsrating.

((Really. Hell, these daye you can get in troutde for yeliing at a atudent
sometimes. ("I don’% care 1f he was setting fire to your desk, Bruce, you are tu be
gentle with the children...") I'a lucky to have goiten out of teaching and into a
Job I 11ke much better. | |

We once lived next door to a fapily where the kids had to say “Yes, sir" to
their father. It left a bad impression on us non-pilitary typee in the neighborhood.

Turned out that Maszexr didn’t stay over at ByxpeCon, but he did show up for a dey
and we all had & good time going out to eat together. I even got to sit at the zame
table with Mike and Pudge! i -

Christopher sounds adoralle (and looks it, frop his plctures). And if he has
the amarts of his zommy and daddy, well then, he’a all set to face the world, hey?

Keep piugging away ou the job front; somothing willl come along Jjust when you're
beginning to suspect that nothing gyer will. I knmpw how 1t 18...))

From Doug Begerlein (1/15/84),

Bruce,

Entlosed is a paaphlet that I have just finished writing titled “Adjudicating
Postal Diplomacy Gemes.” I would appreciate it if you will mentlon in the next issue
of VD that I am selling the pamphlet for $2.00. Thanks,

{(Doug 1ives at 640 Ccllege, Menlo Park, CA 94025, The paaphlet is 10 pages
long and is extremely well written, though the price 1s a bit high for my tastes.
{Which seems to bs a frequent prohlem among Califfornia pubdiestions in Dipdosm, I might
add.) Interested Doomies, espscially cusxent or potential (Ms, may writs Doug.!)



roa Greg BILZs (1/1/84),

limgy BRUK,

Happy Hew Tmarl It wus good talking to you, and I hope the rest of BRUXCON went
wll. As foxr the Lydia Byrd thipg, I hsaxd that story froz ny govermmont profssesor
lest sumger. Yhen 1 read Ohudf’s corvectlon I ealled him and asked him alout it. He
than a2id {bat Lydla qust have teen a nickuans, bscause he had seen it writtsn that
wey. Thenm I locked 34 up. I don't balleve thare was ever a nickname, just & typo.
Hax rams s speilsd LYNDA, =hilch nay have led to the confuslon. Another story hs
zold us has buen recently contradlcied. He said that Lady Bird took on her nicknane
aftor abe had married L3J: untruel! Claudia Alte Taylor was nicknamed Lady Blrd by a
nxss when she was two,

The fow Ycar's lasus me mtty good. 1 really do enjoy Chuff’'s writing. The

Shop letter sas xlse somewhat entertaining. I kinda object to the numerous references
¢ dougs, but 30 each his owne I guase. It Jjust sesms to me that the letter wouldn‘t
have losh a ihing haed the drugs besen left out, simialr to luw:lng swear words out.,

({1 dunes, I kind uf like swomy worda and fxugs, even though I‘ve never
tskan auy (Allsgal) drugs.,

Congraiuiatious ou baing the only Uoende to send me Lady Bird®s real name aftar
Cuuff poosd the questlon. Tou get a frae iesue, cowrtesy of hia. Aud that®s nothing
to meste at. consldering that he regards YD as The Vexry Best Dipl macy Publieatlon
Ivex To Crace The Hobby With Tix Presaence.

Graet talking to you during BRUXCON. We all had a grand time.))

Hrom Merk Peaula

MR,

1°ve gotien ssveynd letters fmm TCoomies asking me about several games. I they
don't sind my being s chaapaketie and at n loss for renesbering names I‘1]l answer thea
hare.

For the oue who asiad ab:utgggg;gg?w wilz is a remake of Whlie Bear and Red
Moon. Thers is no bettsr fantasy wvargane on the market. 7The Avalon Hill version is
Peitar made though the gans itsalf is identica) to the laot Chzosimm production.

gguistmlor is excsliant, bhut deteiled. 3} vast 18 a much betier preduci
D&D B, Lopuone asked alout the vallrond game « Hold off buying it. Avalon
ﬁi.ll 15 golug to roleasa an Anericenized veranion called 18 ‘

R.d.l Barop is much betiar thay % Builder, forget m; the Games 100 liet.

me Scrabble nut sent xe a lptrar g me what I t.houd:t about _D_t%a_n_tg
Sr:rnbh]n. We.l, Cames mugazlne Taved sbout 1t, ‘but I think 1t’s kind of dull. My
favorite word game is jali.

Semsane a:id they weren't sun wether to aog, Givn%%n or not. GET IT!
Fiaally, Mystie Woods by ,\mPn HiLX e the came as lnan edition, It‘s
& fine gane.

If enyone wants an opinlon on;a SARe, I alwu happy to put in my two cents.

{(Tranks for the ingut. At 0:151:13 lust mamger, popular conteation held that
Empire Bullder is asupexior to Rail Beron. Ive tried both, but only got about halfwey
through the Epg.g ¢ Bullder zame &y hotel room before falling aslecep. It‘'s a very
esxcitiog gmme, howsver. Hall on s also very goods But I don‘t om elther at
the mosent, and 7'a golng to buy vafore RB.. _

Fexr & cheap, excliing card game (graat for quick action at cons), try Family
Fusiness, For & lot of laughe, try Pullilc Assistance. ilivation 15 noat) I tried
1t &t 2 ByrneCorn once, but mﬂdn*t understand all of it (I'zn very terrible when it
coaee to complicated rulsa).

My favorite gmme? Diplomacy, \of course. Flayed by nalll))
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From Steve Kulght (12/22/83}:

Desar BRUX:

T keep on writing this letter in 1ittle chunks, when I have a spars moment hexe
or there and my group lezder isn't around to make me feel gullty about not working for
e peragraph or two. Befors I finally got to the zines, though, what happened to the
saall issus which was going to ba #0867 You don’t stop, do you? You just pound
forward, following 170 pages with another 34 and a wholz bunch of letters, to boct ~--
I‘n amaged.

As for the annish iteelf -- well, if the word "swescms" weren’t so overused these
days,.. It cortainly uas something, though, to find this huge sheaf of paper walting
st home. Since I itaend {0 vead my dipszines from cover to cover anyway, I compulsively
polished off the firsi 135 peges or so that night, and finished tho rest at work the
next day. Time now, though, to page through it once agaln.,.

I 1iked the "Cyclic Article" (once I stopped bwing denae ahout what "cyclic”
mesnt), and it certalnly made for entsrtaining space filler. On that a~ore, some of
the few things for which I didn’t care were the full-page caricons, which struck me
a2 mainly an "up-ths~page-coumt" taciic, That may have Dbeen simply bscaute I had
ceen most of them before, though.

Ons of the English profeasors at St. Olaf‘’s used to tell stories about hle days
at grad school, when the vogue anong the studonts who were attanpting to be clever and
nodern wes chopping up their stralghtforwardly-wrliitea manuscripts intc alipe of
paper, tosaing the slips up in the air, and typlag up the randomly assembled fragments
&8 thelr writing assignments, Somehow, that story came to mind whon I read Flumphoer's
articls,

I genarally enjoy polls myself, at loast psrtially because various polls have
been responsible in the pest for my finding out about good sines which I cvtherwise
night have overlooked. I do think, however, that you hava a point -~ there certainly
are a lot of them around. On the other hand, a lot of polls could very well be a
aign of » healtay hobby. And in any svent, I ccrtainly don®t see that you have any
soxt of obligation to publicize those polls which seem to you to be superfluous. If
they have a genuine niche, the public will bs informed regardless.

I've already expressed to you just how great I think Alex's Column was, but I'd
like to give the santiment some piblic alr. I don’t kmow any of the detalls of what
tranepired, and I don*t care to know. I don’t genexally enjoy fewds; for me, they
detract from my overall enjoyment of the hobby. That's not to eay, of couree, that I
won't participats in a ocertain amount of gentle bickering, or that I don’t enjoy some
of the more fun and familiaxr name-calling that tkaes placs. But when things pxogress
to the stage wheye peopls get hurt, for mhatever reason. I find myself rather dis-
aprointed that with all of the great people in the hobdy, so much enexgy gets
expendsd unoconstructively. I could go on, but Alex pretiy much aald 1t all far better
than I can, so I°1) get off my soapbox before I get caxried away.

Engliah 4is the"offlicial"® of the USA? Sure, I suspect so, but when I went
looking for documentation of that polut mome yeary ago, I didn°t £ind anything snd
concluded at the time that 1t wae "wpofficially officlal®; i,e., ite offlciality
stens nainly from the fact that it happens 1o be ihe langvage ia which our laws were
written. I suspect that was the wyong conclusion to make, but could socmeone out there
point me to a specific meference? ;Is thers actuajly something in the law of the land
that says, "Thou shalt sapeak English within the borders of the U.5.7"

Edaund Jedry’s coaments about profanity were teken to heart. I realiged, after
reading my Origins pisce post-publishing, that it turned out, well, @ bit . saltier
than I had generally intended. Part of that comes from recreating bits of what was,
for me, & very Jocular event, and having the process of recreating ths event from
thoss ssaller pleces o¥scure the overall - offect, Live and learn. I certalnly
don’t object to profsnity ayself, considering it akin to spitting; that is. there‘s
nothing wrong with it per se except that it's considered impolite snd is therefore
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raicly scceptebles around those good frisnds with whom one feels coaxfortadbla. As far
a8 the huwor value of profuniiy 18 conearned, John Candy once remazitad (possilly
pa.z:a;hmaing ronsone eivs) that the serd *fuek® is o great laugh-geiter. tut very much
overused in thest capaclty, I agme vith that sentirent quite s bit, even though it
sonatines fallz by the wayolde in the midat of the sttempt to get something coherent
snd huporous dows oll papsT.

I%d aiready seea the “Ronl ngxmam" srticle via Usonet (referrad to as UKP-
nei¢ in the articlas). IDon’é worryy X won't tell Bell Lobs® lawysrs that you nelther
canltel.ized WIX nor included the ‘chllgutory "INIX is a tradeaark of Bell Laboratoriss”
fooinets. You could get some more rabld (NIX hacks teking you to task, though.
ac you sight want ¢ be on the logksut. OComputing scionecs is ulilaately worthless,
ihough, (Aha! WALl anyone inke the balt?)

A8 long a6 we've on comprilng, all I reslly have to say about COBCL is, "To each
his own®

Ch, boy. the HEe conityroversy ragse aver on. Ma, 1 have a2 hard time getting really
sorkad up atout sveh religlous quastioms. I u!.ll szy, though (before I beat a hasty
retrsnt from ihe thlek of ihe fray), that I don’t thiuk VD hus any HRs whioh are
siently wmireasonaile ~ that i, eovided you strictly adhere to the “nomms" of
rostal t..mditlon iz is pomsilie to play euccesafully in VD without ever onoe looking

st the HR&. I will say thet my owu phllosophy of HRS is quite different from yours —-
but iike I sald, I don’t soe much point to getildng religiovs mbout it.

I slwuys Like Mark Paul’s lstitors and cartoens, at least partly bscause they
bhely ne koep ia touch with "ualipstrsan” wardaaing. I haven't dones aueh in that
woy siuce I woubt Lo collexs, but I etill have ny game coliection back "home". For
wy soney, SPI turnsd out hetlsr, if alightly more uneven, genes than Avalon Hill,

Too tadé thay wsnt uwudsr. AH has medone Congulatador? I may have to check it outy I
always did 1ike the uriginal quits a hit.

v"Erough food foxr everzose” is abewrd? Wbhy? (Dangerously open-anded guestion,
tant.) The moilon that amugh fucd Tor the world doesn’t and can't exist is & myth,
from whiat 1've rasd. Fales xesulis axen™t aluays due to a fauliy algorithm; incorrect
dats huve tmen huown o screw things uvp from tims to tige.

The Judy Winsome Siocxy was tepenoich, and Iz really glad that Doug let you
zepriat it. For ayeel?, I considar Judy ic bts one of my best friendas ln the hobhy,
pod it doesa’t matier auch o me that she lsn‘t xeally she, although it's kind of
fun to xow that vou're writing to:a pesudonyn. I loved the stuff about a Jjoint
checking sovount belng evidencey foy Judy's existence -~ that was extremely ingenlous.

Okay, lot's say that 1 graot your assuapition that any kind of Affizmative Action
progoen 6 dteelf raciet and ahould ithersfore not exist. I might even conceds that
AA len’t & great solution in and c:!‘" itavlf «= but-I think it's the best we’ve got,
sand I don't give biiching about AA%s unialrnese much credence unless the pexrson dolng
whe conplalning has an altermmtive, ‘1n mind, So tall me, ERUX, how should we fight
raclum? As Ed Wrobsl rightly poinm out, the “wn won't do it again™ sentinent is
cheap axd doesn’t sccomplish anythjng in the way of actually demling with the problem,
as I ecas atlest to from personal exprience, And 1°d ts less than candid Af I didn’t
say that 5 good amownt of antl-AA jpriping strikes o choxd similar to sour grapes --
1.¢., ¥r0"a ghead of we? Aside fpm that. though: it strikes me that all of these
vtaking somecne elso's shoos” paalogles and thy 1lke xely on the vexy racait
assuuptlon that acy blaok whe beneflin froa AA dves nct deserve that btreak. Suppose
AA Qidn't exist and xuos werwn’t swen a Tector 1n Aistributing that avallable money/
Jov/ubatever, Somecas would ptill be“giving up thalr shoss", oxcept that the target
would bacome relbar olurcy w.ttmut- that hig viaible diffepence of skin coloxr -- it
would b ones vhiite getilng the brselk sl the“axzpenss’ of another white. Hence, I don't
really tuy thei As da gry wwre wmfs than any cther way, &8 you imply. 1t does,
howevar, have the added wousiii that it lsins slepa to redreas a sonseless lnequality
iz our acolety. By atisrpéing to do 40, howsver, it preseats & very large and
toppting terget, uat leckase AL e pny wocee than what the status quo would be like
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without it, but because the entire issus with which 1i ls assoclated 1s touchy, I'm
willing to bslieve that there nay be better acluiions, though, so I'11 put the gquestion
to you agalmy If not AA, vhatl?

I liked your shoct story (wiih self-rofsrential title, no less!) a lot. In fact,
one of the best things about the annish was ihat we zot a good healthy dose of
your own writing. Of your strategy articlss, 1 1iked "Hox Not Lo Get a Puppet” best,
hecsuse it was strong un concrete esamples and practical advice, of which I am often
in great need. (Okay. Helnimean and Reilly and Kielman, stop snickeriag!) You
cughte write for yoursel? mors often -- you could cven give yourselfl moxe free lsaues
than the going rata, yes?

Coughlen’s play wuas terrific! Of course, he did menilon my name in it, ‘Nuff
sald.

1 1iked your finsl poem a lot. It seemed a very apmopriate cluse to oue helld.
of an issue. Congratulations on one hell of an achlevement.

¥ell, I could try to come up with some pertinent and timely comments about #86,
too, but I°m pretty commented oui right unow. Keep up the amaszing work!

Love and buaay foo foo.
Stave

((well, I 1ike to write for VD, too, hut I°d rather run stuff Ifrom the truly
great writsrs (1like Chuff and Garry Hamlin, and yourself) than my ow: shen posslile.
¥y atutf, I mostly regard &= filler to use when ceatributions hit a 1ight streak.

1If not Affizmative Acticn, then vhat? No diecriminailion at ail. by any public
inetitution that must moXs decisions affacting people’s lives, that's what. Now [
grant you that this #ill not be as quick to undo the horrible effecis of past Tasclan
in our msoclety, and maybe I°m sacrificing scma equallty for the pext fow ysars for
the sake of an (unatiainable) ideal. But to me, sny form of discrimination is wroug,
even when it 1s used as & balancing factor, to bring those whe have suffered from
vrejudice in the past up to a psr with the rest of us. Let ne give you a more extreme
exanple: suppose thet the laws were changed and u1l1 blacks had to be considered for
any positions ahead of all whites. Now, that would certainly alleviate the problem
of pust discrimination against blacke in cne heck of a hurry, would it not? And yet.
I would not vegard it as feir or desireatile, because it is racist. AA 1is based on
a similar, if less extreme, rwinciple; snd I oppose 1t for the same reason.

To me, the question of "who’s ahead of me?" is vexy appropriate, if that person
got there because of some factor othexr than his qualifisations for the positlon,

I, too, always enjoy Mark Paul’s cartoons, and VD is once agein llessed with a
good. dose of very good ones, as you can sso. He's a genius, hey?

You are correct to point out that there is no VD houserule which dictates a
ruling that defies hobby tradition. There are a few that cover points not covered
elmseyhers in the hobby, such s the ban against inland fleets, but they go the way
one would expect them to go. I think someone once quoted Paul Rauterberg as saying
that he's been playing for years in VD and has acver read the houserules, and this
is certainly possible, though I dcn’t recommend it if you want to squecse the nost
out of your position in a VD game.))

From Konrad Bamelstexr (1/18/84, «xcerpt)s

Bm’-ﬂg

ce-Am 1n receipt of your issues 88 and 89; thought tha play was funny as hells
your filksinging and -wrlting abilitles really carry the thing. I do think that
you cane down a little too hard on Lexry, but then agein, he’s got a pretiy thick
skin, so wvho cares? Ah, change thet...

On the hwiting debate, who cares? Let the anti-hunters iry to eat something that
they don’t have to kil) first (and plants ure llving beings, too), and I°'11 eat
whatever I want. The yest I'l) hang ovér the fireplace. Errr... Grexi 1ssues,;
Brucs. Keep 1t wp! «((Thanz! But no zvom left to glve you a civil ropiy!))
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The SIRIUS Matter

Make no mistake atout it -~ the SIRIUS game has ended In & hard-earned victory
for The Voics of Doom houserules, One of the reasons I opened a game of Diplomacy
Central wms g0 thag, Just once in ay Q{ing career, I could make it through a gane
without any controversy. And by golly, I'm golng to achleve that goal with SIRIUS
even if I have to fight a war to do it.

The following sbsurd protest has been received from Steve Knight, who fancles
himself the Austrian player in ths game. (How someone who never submit any orders
for a game, from teginning to end, can consider himself a player in 1t 1s beyond ae.
But read on and Jjudge for yourmlf.

"Au open letter to BRUX, and others unlike BRUX in that they are lntereated in falr
play of postal Diplomacy games as cpposed to shameless glory-seeking:

Stupid USP¥SY, Okay, Linsey, you’ve (in)advertently picked the wrong guy with
whom 4o tangle -~ I Just edlited thoee stupld rules,; vemember? and I've got a Wone to
pick now, so I'm gonna nail you to the wall, sucker...Hence, in aceordance with
Houserule I,5: :

THIS XS A PROTEST, DAMMIT!

There. Is that clsar enough for you? Faet is, BRUX old man, that in your
eagexnaes to garner another dublous zccolade for your rag, you've managed to violate
both the letter and the gpirit of your own law. How? Well, let's first estalilish
some backgroumd,..

The adjudication of the Spring 190i SINIWS oxders which I (and, I assume, all
the other players in the game) received by flyer will be appearing in VD #88 on pages
3 and 4. In it, we find that the Houserules have been declared winner hscause ihey
have successfully ordersd an Austrian unit to Albenia. The Game~end statistics,
however, show that the Houserules have bteen elevated by BRUK to the siatus of a rival
power in the game, and there is not even a mention of the Houservles in the Cast of
Players. ((Thexs is now, dammit. Check 1t out.)) Already we see that BRUX, in the
blind pursult of yet anothex dubious faather for his already-too-large cap is plainly
guilty of gxoss M pegligence and incompetence. For the benefit of those for whom
this realization doee not #pring readily %o nmind, consider that in #86, on p.13,
we are loformed that in Diplomacy Ceniraml "all the rules of regular Diploacy spply."
(bexrring, of course, the peculiar victory conditions which make the game what it 1a).
Now X don‘t know what kind of "regular Diplemacy” BRUX plays when we'‘rs not watching;
but no regular game of Diplomacy that I've ever played included an eightd power, let
alone an sighth power created willy-nilly altexr the start of the game.

Now, BRUX can't really have intonded to try t9 pull off wo clumasy s stunt as
violating tho rulee ly oreating an eighth power, so let's grant that the incluslon of
"Houserules” in the Gane-end Chart was s carelesa error. Thls only makes a certain
azcunt of sense, after all, for even if we agree that the Houserules' "enixry* into
this game was in some fanciful way: ?ea't.mu. thyy were still actually “ordering”
Austrian wnits. Now since thexs i absclutely no'provision in the Diplomacy Central
rules for one power to oxdexr the units of ancther, it beccaes clear that what BRUX
has really dons 1s to arbitrarily replacs ne as thie Austrian player of recoxrd without
sven % me, divectly violating his houserules and indirecily trempling any
sentilance of fair play t¢ which hsjsupposedly adhpred.

To support thls allegation, f£irst allow me to substantiate that I was the Austrian
player of recoxd at the start of this game -- those inclined to diabelleve this cia
are urged %o conault the gamestart for SIRIUS, as published on page 13 of VD #86.

Also permit me to point out that at no prior to the adjudioation of the Spring
1901 season was I replaced as ths player of record. Thase sesue records also clearly
show that the Houserules are not listed as the player of record for any of the powers
in the game ~- and yet BRUX has, in direct coniradicilon of the stated rules for




Olplosscy Central (YD #86, p. 13s “The first PLAYER to successfully order a mit
Lo Altania wins,™ Gm;ahasia addad)) clalmed ihat this very non-player has won the
gamsd  And nole that BRUK husn’t even covered his tracks welly if he were going to
even try to pass thiz off witn a samblance of legliitimacy, he should have actually
listed the Houssrules as replacing s as the Austrien player. His not doing g0 is
cleaTly s cheap attempt to pull the woul over my (and everyone else's oyes ae to
niy repl purpose, o try to fabricate the flimsiest shred of an excuse for his salf-
servicg rullogs.

Now with ihe lect that BRUX was (and is) trying to de facto replace me as the
Ausirian ylaysr of record, you are protably asking, "How 18 he viclating those self-
gase Hooserules which he has tried o uplift by this ridiculous epleode?” Ckay,
class, talke cub your corles of ibs VD Houserules and turn to Section V for today's
LeBSG0, .,

+ thiak ws oan all agree that Sectlon V is the relevant portion of the Houserules.
After all; acide from a few mluor paralleles in othor sactions, which I will
deal with latee, ths glet of this matter centere on the fact that I did miss the
deztline, I have obviously fulfiiled the conditions for an NMR as set ocut in V.1
{and I will uot. Dy the way, try to held BRUX reapounsiltle for any deficlency in
widerstanding, as w2t out in I.! and hinted at in IX.1). So let us divert our
attentlon Lo V.2, shereia the effects of my misead deadline should be clearly apelled
cui -~ speciiicadly, VY.Zey I did., after all, mims a Spring 1901 move. But what do
we Find? "The fellowlng neutral moves will be used:* followed by the expected iiat
of orders, Funny, no mention a’ &)1 of replacing the player who miased that
singie Aeadlina.,

But wit! Is thers, perhaps. some condition sst cut in V.3 which I have insdvertently
Tulfilled, and heve therefore justifled my drop? “If e playsr misses two deadlines
in & row...* (Hardly -- we havn't even had two deadlinea.{ "+es0r I & player
nisses thres deadlines within Tlve zame years..." {Rather difficult to Play five
gamy years whsn you cen'l even complote one, yes?) *...or (missea) fouwr deadlinas at
zay time duriog the same..." (C*mon, BRUX has got some sort of degree in math, or
sopething, so I don*t think he'd get confused about one being equal to four ~~ let's
v charitable zbout this, after all.) In short, thexs 1s absolutely nothing in the
antive get of Houssrules to Jjustify this drop. What BRUX has done is remove me from
ny rightful place in the game withoni even giving me s chance to maintain my position
oy sutaitting oxders at the next demdline, which is not only promised me in V.3, but
ialso rather customary throughout the entire hobby! If this decislon is allowed to
atand, we have a dangerous precedent here, wherein players may be removed from their
poaltions at the whim of the Gi followlng a single IMR.

How, I recognisze that I have joi mysalf nrdered a unit to Albania, and thersfore
an not asking thet this bogus "win® te attxibuted to me. Rather, it seems to me that
BRUX® "Greater Good" Rule (I.9) demands that thif gams be restarted uatil such tims
as one of the playera can fulfill'<he ‘tvictory conditions. Since BRUX has already
Jet slip a totally prejudiced ralpyctance to conaider such a course of action, I am
exercleing my right to ¢all for s ombudsman, as outlined 4in I,6, I trust that ay
requeet will e upheld by BRUX, since the matter is at least debatable under I.S%a3 -~
although if BRIX wexe truly reputgble, he would realize that the varacity of ny protest
means that 1t should fall under I, 5a2, whoreln "the player is clearly correct and the
(3 haz nadeé an error...” Although the cholce of pmbudsman ultimately rests with
BRUX, I wlll go so far as to suggest my own choles for ombudsman, an olwious one,
slnce there 1s only one other person who has had the opportunity to digest the Houserules
nearly as long as 7 or SRIX and will therefore see that justice will prevail. That
person is Mark Berch. In acoordance with I.6b, though, I will also deshgnate that
Kathy Byrne, my Italisn nemesls in this game, is the one psrson who I do oot want to
sct as ombudsman. (No offsnse Kathy, but..,)

Before T ond ihis protsst, though, I would like to say that my greatest dis-
appointaent. is that this shoddy maneuvar was clearly intended to generate Just the
kind of contyoversial puliielty that we heve teen ssured BRUE would keep out of the

pages of VO. Fah .
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{(feh® If you'rs not zeing to do me the minimal courtesy of writing your protest
in English, then trat makes At awfully hard to rebut it, doesn't it? The protest
has bern sulwitied o onbudmans Mack Berch for resolution; his declsion shall be
fingl, YNy reWnital la as followss

“Ii{ ie trus ihat, under rormal circumstances, & player cannot be replaced for a
aingle XhHR. Fowevsr, this camse is exceptlonal., Steve Knight never once. throughout
the course of the ankire game, sulmlitted orders for Ausiria. The Houserules
played the poelilon frous rszinning io end, and fulfilled the victory requirements as
outiined in the publishad rules for Diplomacy Central., They took over the Austrian
pasitics ia Spring *01 and played it out for the rest of the g. The fact that
the game happeuef to end in Sreing ‘01 is inclidental to this fact. I therefore stand
hy the oiiing I heave amdie,”

I'd also 1ike to haar the opinicns of my readers on this natter. As I have
alveady aald. I fuily iriend to get through thls game without any controversy, even
3T 36 k\ila me. :

e T T E LA e QG B g e % b

Two new sines arvived lately: If A=Z Then Thls Must Be 21.&-{:_:1, by Rusaell
3ipe, P.0. Box 4566, Ansheim, 4 92803-D565; an electronic-mall sine availahle for
f7e0 (!}, Also The Elsctric Penguin, from John Mirassou, 966 El Rio Drive, San Jose,
CA 95125, Sube are 40¢; game openings in regular Dip. Check ‘em out!

¥xde Kane, 109 Hicks Lsne, Great Neck, NY 11024 has just ocome out with an astounding
5¢-page 1ssue of Andulu. Don‘t ask ae vheie he gets his energy. Anduln is my very
favorite zine to write into thess days; nct only btscause of the superd letter column
{and the fact thai h» duesn’t chopsup people’s letters i la Europa ss8), bui
beczuse Evic is one of those people who rezains blisafully waware when he has been
wotally cut-panauverod in a dedbats. This lesue, for instance, Steve Hution shows
very ocoucieely, yeit irxefutably, how Erlc‘s position on my (Ming is that "Bruce Linsey
ls & strict G, but 18 a hypocrite AT he calls himeelf one.” I love it! Better
stiil (alnost, ¥) is an exchangs boiween me and Eric {part of a six-page typed
letter I ment him), whereln Eric lnterrupts ny istter to tell his readers that had
he rot won ihe NEPTUSE gmse. he would have mcught (and believes he would have gotten)
an lrrezular xuling. Well, he gets no poinia either for sportsmanship oz logic on

% one, Mt it°a entertaining. () Thank?ully, not every player threatens to seek
an irvegular ruling wpon losing a gasej otherwise thexe would be a lot of irregular
ganes ficatlng around. bLirde's oomplalnt 1s with my avrict Ming, but if he’s going
o slgn up here knoving f1idl well that I M sirictly. and with the intentian of
saeking an lrregulaxy rullug should he nol win as & result of ity well, there are other
zines to play in... (Although ¥ mignt add that that remark seemed to bes the result
of Bric's belng backed intc a loglcael cornery I have trouble bellevéng that he wae
100% cerious adout it; we'll @ee, Lpy?) I don7t mean to dump on Eric too harshly)
his zine is outsisnding and I recommend it to anyope who enjoys very entertaining
reading about Diplomacy and other topics (religion, baseball, and smoking, e.g.)

Herb Jarents and Edi Birsan m{q—o over. I just got a request for Supernova from a

guy in California namsd Ron Gelicig!

Latest Graustark just arrived. | My name ls meniioned snd not in quotes. John
Boardman says that I°n mellowlng out. Ceg that he belleves me when I claim not to
have produced any fakes in the last two years. Forget it...this issue of Grau must
e a fake, :

The husbend of one of the teachers I used to work with at GCreenville 2alled a wesk
ago to ask me 1f 1I°d like %0 go cn puhlic ialevision in Albany, It sesms he runs a
gross-out show, and has heard my {wide and loud) repertoire of burpe, and wanted me
to go on the aly with taen,

My Yoss at work contributed the humorous article on pp 23-26 of this lssue. He
reads VD and calls me BRUX! Cooliguy; I Like him, Ckay, so I‘m after trownie points,..




Ganmers moan over the high price of many products on the market, but this mad 5 Z
cartoonist has found some excellent games for under ten dollarSiceesscecsceses

,6/ Mark bunl

R

=

1llumpavati is dull for two, but
excellent for three or more. It has

- Bridgette is the greatest two-handed card game - elements of strategy, dipl
on the market. At36.95 a set it puts most games to ~ tactical planning. For oilgn;gféo‘ﬁ.s
shaae. This isn*t a type of »Honeymoon Bridge~, it's mot a tad deal. Just don't sneege, the
an excellent game in its- own right. This game can paper money will blow away.

become an addicting hobby. In the realm of two-
handed games it can't be deat. ’

The Brotherhood is an
excellent game. It*s a cross
betwesn Aquire and a wargame.
It*s sold for under ten bucks
in most places. It deserves
more attention then it is
getting. Too bad GDW cantt
put out a bit more for a

* decent board, but it's
sturdy enough for the price.

Avalon Hilles

The legend of Hobin
Hiood isn't bad at
all. Another coup
from another
coRrpany. l+'ve seen
six bucks spent

Sleuth is an excellent game. (I could care less what vorse:

Playboy's Guide to Board Games says.) This is one
rare case where :
Avalon Hill is

saying too little

about one of their,
products. For six

bucks it*s one of J
the best buys around. | ¢

Avalon Hilles Battle for Italy is as
good a mini-game as youregoing to find.

] It uses the same system as Struggle of
Nations, only on a smaller scale. Only six bucks.
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WARNINCGs The Surgeon General has determined that the sort of mind that could write
2 strategy ariicle like the following may bs hazardous te its own health.

Elements ol Persuaslon
(Bxcedrin Headache #177)

The art of persuasion iz very complex, There ars numerous technlques one can
exploy when one wishes t¢ persuade another to do something., A successful Diplomacy
player will have at icast a cursory grasp of these techniques, and some idea of how
and vhen thay can be applied most effectively.

It would indeed be folly for anyone to atiempt a zraphic anidlysls of the art of
persuasion, even within the limited xealm of Diplomacy. But your humble editor, with
his infamous affinity For acis of folly, 1s about to do Jjust that. So, with all due
recognition of the fact that the theorizing I am about to set forth is grossly
ovarsimplifled, let‘s take a look at the elements of persuasion available to 2
Diplomacy player. o ‘

After much brainstorming ané many laite nights in the laboratory, I have come to
the conclusion that there are three elemeniary particles of persuasion, and that each
of theses three particles can he charged either positively or negatively. When combined
in varying amounts and ratlos, thess thres different elemente of persuasion join
together what we in Dipdom know as nogotiations. Ths three particles I shall (as their
discoverer) take the 1iderty of nanings _ B

Loglc ' s

Emotion
Decait

Most negotiatlons represent some comdbination of all three types of persuasive
particle, so we can think of a given negotiatiopal strategy as falling somewhere
within the continuum which I shall call the Triangle of Persvasion (Figure 1).

Logic

FIGURE 1

Deceit

Emotlon

It 1s necessary, before procseding further, té explain the mechanics of this
triangle so that all Tesders have an 1dea of what I‘'m talking about. (May I have
the next slids, please?) ‘ '




Logic j;k;_

FIGURE 2 //

Imotion Daceit

Suppose w, X, y, and 2 ln Flgure 2 represent four different negotlational atrsieglas,
Then w represeats & strategy of 100% deceil, with no ioglc or smetion. x stande for a
strategy contalining no decelt, but about 75% emotion and 29% loglc. PFosition y
rerresents a mostly logical (75%) argument with some deceit (20%), and just & tiny
vit (%) of emotion thrown in. Posltion g, bedng squidisiant from =1l three vertices
of the triangle, is eveniy balanced among all three componenis, with aach of them
forming about 33 of the whole strategy.

Since this is all so theorsiical, it might be of some velue at this point to
111uaﬁ§ate thage four sxanples with persuasive strategles that might be represeated
by sach.

Wi "1 am not going to take Munich from you this twen, se don’t worxy about covering
it.” {The writer then does go to Munich,) The ergument consists of 100% deceli.

X1 "Look, we've bean frierds till now -~ I weuldn't go to Muunich and lat Russia
overrun ue both, If you can't trust me after all these years, ['11 be really
devastated...” {The writer then dges not go %o Munich,) In my estimation, this
argument is aboub 75% emotion and 25% iogic. The bit about Eussia is the logical
components the rest 1s purely smotional. There is no dscelt here.

ys "Coverlng Munich next season would weaken our fromi agsinst Russia considerably.
You would have te pull Yack from Kisl and risk losing Dennark in order to do it.
Please trust me not to maks a foolish stadb vhich, in the long run, will bring about
ny demise ae well as yours. I will bw moving out of Burgundy in a scason or two
anyway, in preparation for my upcoming attack on Italy.” {(The writer doas hot taks
Munich, but is in fact considering a stab in the near future and ia unceriain about
the destiny of his Army Burgundy.) This argument, in my esiimation. is atout 75% logic,
20% doceit, and 9% emotlon. The deceit 13 all contained within the last sentsnce,
u2ile the tiny bit of amotion 1s whare he ssys, "Flease trust me...".

25 “If you cover Munich this tuzn, I'm afraih I'll be disappoinisd at your lack
of confidence in me., I am not planning to take Munich from you., Indeed, I think
we need to stick together if therp's to be any hope of stalsmating Russia as he is
alrsady becoming havd to contain.* (The wriier then dces go to Munich.) This
argunent, it ssems to me, combines all thres slements of persuasion alwut egually.
The first sentonce iz primarily emotlion; the second, dacelt; and the third, logic,

Tou may have noted that it was nocessary for me to state these examples in the
context of the writer's subsequent actions -~ did he or did he not take Munich, and
what are his future plans (in someo cases)? This is illustrativs of the point that
an argument cannot alweys be hroken down into its persuszsive particles on its owng
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the ensulng moves nust serve the function of a catalyst. In other words, a given
statement may fall into the category of logic if 1t is true, while 1f false it is
decait, It follows, then, that while a letter writer can analyze the persuasive
composition of his own leitexrs, the reciplent of the letiters cammot always do this,
at least lapediately. As a result, it pays to look for subtle "tells" 1ln your
correspondents’ styles when possible -- for instance, 1s he usually more (or less)
verbose than normal when he is lylng?

I mentioned earlisr that the three particles of persuasion can each be charged
either positively or nsgatively. Thus, a logical argument which directly attempts
tc persuade ihe reader to take an action for his own good is positively charged,
¥hile an argument which attempis to dissuade someone from a harmful actlon is
negatively charged. Threats, for instance, fall into the category of negatively
charged logical persuasion. Emction has similaxr charges: trying to elicit sympathy
is an example of positively charged emotional persuaslon, while the inspiring of hatred
of a common enemy 18 charged negatively. As for deceii; the outright lle is an
example of a nezatively charged particle, while misdirection or "double-talk" (wherein
one tells the truth in such a manner as to make the target disbelieve it) is considered
%o be positively charged. _

In 511 thres types of persussion, it is usually advantagecus to maintain a net
positive charge. While an occasional negative particle can (and should) bs well-used
here and thexe, your letters overall should contain more positively charged persuasion
than negative, as the vast majority of human psychologies are more receptive to this
type of ressoning. But to forgo the use of negative persuasion such as lies or
threats entirely 48 wrong too -- they have their place.

Assuaming I bave consiructisd ny sranples well, you should all by uow have a basic
undarntanding of hew the Triargle of Persuaslon operates. The next etep, then, would
te te traaslaie this undsrstanding into sems practical asdvice, which might be applied
ir the context of a Diplomecy game. One might be tempted to think of sirategy ¢ in
the above example as the ideal strategy, since it contalns am aven mix of all three
elements of permuasion, tut as we shall see thls iz rarely the case. The next itlme
you are about to write a letter with the intentlon of persueding someore to take a
spacific actlion, analyze your strategy in advance.

First, you will need to perform a bit of introspection; what is your natural
style? Do you lie in a credible manner? Can you verballize e logical argumeni so
that the person reading it has no pmohlem vecognizing lts validity? Or are you sirongex
when it comes to playing to peopie’s emotions? A good diplomat will be reasonably
strong in all three areas; bui regardless of whether you'rs a grizeled vateran or 2
raw rookie, 1t pays to know your own strengths and weaknesses.

The next step 1s io svaiuate the person who will be recelving your letier. Is
he the sort of player who will listen, end respond favorably, to reason? Is he
gullibly enough to believe a well-devised lle? Dces he seen the sort that will
sympathize with an emotional appeal? An accurate evaluation of yowr co-player is
essential if you are to comstruct your arguments tc mesh amcothly with his psychological
profile, Romember always that you are not just France writing to Russlaj you are &
person with certaln streggths and weaknesses writing to anothexr person with the sane.

Some sxamples may help to make this point more clear. I, for example, do not appeal
well to people's emotlons. I em much stronger the areas of good, sound loglc and,
if necessary, devising a credible cover story fox e not-so-bsmevelent acition. In
playing the ganme, thevefore, I ravely inject much emotion into my negotiations, On
ihe other hand, Kathy Byrne 1s an absolute mastey of the emotional appeal. I have
never played against her postally, but one nsed enly thumb through an issus of Kathy's
Xorner to ses what I mean, Her vecent demunclation of Peery's diptax 1s a stunning
example of thias,
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Hendolph Smyth 1s nod so enay tc fool, based on my experiences ln Swedish Roundabout.
1 found it far sasier to level with him up untll the lepet possible moment, when ihe
knife had to go in. Olsan, on the other hand...well, never mind. You get the plcture.
Xonow thyself, and know thine enemy (or ally).

I have already made the clalm that 1t is not necessavrily an ideal strategy to
mix 211 three elemenis of persuasisn in squal amounts. The remson for this is that
the differents types of persuzeive pariinle, and indsed the +wo opposing charzes of
sach, #ll have certaln propertles that the aztute player zust take into mccount when
negotiating, XIsch of these deserves a YWrief discussicn here {11ke, where gise in the
hobby will you find anyore ialXing about this type of atuff?).

Let’'s cover tiw Particiea of Decelt first. Under the category of megative Particles
of Dacelt, uwe find ouitrighi lles and othor statezents intended to directly trick the
reador into telking an action agalpst hie own Interests. It 1s a sad but true fact
that such particles decsy vervy rapldly with tims., That is, your first lie may work
1like a chavk, bui subseguont lies will be lsss and leas effsctlve agalnat all tut
the nost obstinaie dunderheads. In fact, ths vate of dacay cmn be so rapid as to
be instantaneows: upon lenrning of your deceit, the victim actually explodes. It
therefore follows that the use of this technigue is best limited to thoes sltuations
whore nothina else willl work. It cannst bo ovorused, o it will backfire,

Positively charged Pariicles of Deceit do aot fare much better, alas. If you
double-talk someone intc dishelieving what you tell him, he may have to grudgingly
adsit that you told the truth, but desp Jown he 1s llkely to think of you as a
slippery hmetard. The rate of decay is slowar for positive partiocles than for
pogative, but avan so you can only uss thle sirategy thres or for times against most
playsrs, before they realize that either 1) your statements should be taken at face
viilue aven when couched in dublous languages or 2) (eapecially when some negative
particles heve been included in your letters ae well) your clatemants are quastionabls
and misht as well da iznorad aitogethex,

The Particles of Emotion undergo decey tou, alihough this iz more apperent in real
1ife then in Diplomacy. It may be depressing to think of a loved one as some suxt of
radlosctive aparkler continucusly saltting thess particles, but the sad faci is thst
love affalrs do end, arnd this is why. Simllerly, emotions such as ange: and hatred
fizsie out over time, Even the fuonisat etory in the worlid loses ite humor after
twenty repatitions, the Joy of sex fndes Lo a critleal threshhold commonly known as
"menopausce”, and so on. Enmotion is irepslunt. Fesar today; gone tororrow,.

In the context of Diplomacy, thia holds itrue as well. Playing to an ally‘s
aynpathy, or srousing hatred in ai onomny, is a strategy that becomes more and moXe
Aifficult to apply sffectively av your target gradually develops a tolerance to your
incassant whasedling. Therefore, as with deceit, the FParticles of Emotlion musiti be used
sparingly in ordexr to presexve thasly vegotlational clout.

And thet, at lest, triongs me {c the Farticles of Loglc. Both the posliiive and
negative particlas of this type are immune to the vrosional offects of time and use;
80 long as the promises of a valld arguasnt remaln true, the argument is as sound in
1908 as it was in 1901. As long as you qan demonetrate that a glven sction im in
another playex’s best intevests, he will {if he is oampadls of followlng your ressoning)
find your negotiating persussiva. ' As long as you can show hin logloally why stabbing
you would leead inevitally tc his gun downfall, he will be llkely to keep the allliance.

It is for this reason that the pulk of your negoilating should vely heavily upon
logic. A sprinkly of emotion is gpnerally a good idez Jjust ic keop your fellow players
aware of the fact thet you are a person with feelings rether than jJust & nachine
spitting out orders for a country. And a bit of decsit is fine when loglc won't worka
1.8, you are trying to peresuale sawecne to meke a nove that is not in his own besi
interents. A lotter consisting mostly of logle, with soms emotion and little or mo
deceit, is usually ths 3deal. This reglon of the Triungls is known as the Some of
Optimal Persuasion (Z0P). See Figure 3 for aa llustraticn of ZOP.
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FIGURE 3

Bnotion

The swall zoiw in the upper left part of the triangle is the ZOP., Additionally, I
have anaiyned each of the 339 letters thet I mont cut in Swedish Roumdabout, end
superimposed thsir distributisr on ths Trisngle, wlth sach 4ot repressnting a letter.
Note that meat of the letiera fall in, or vexy close to, the ZOT. (The small cluater
neaxr the lower ighit cornar of the irlangls, for the most part, reopresents the
letiers I sent to Huasia in the game, which was played by Olsen.)

Keep in nind the points uads earlier: that you must of courss take into account
your own strengtns ard weakneesas, and that you sust evaluate those of your opponents
as well, Furthar, vour lstiers should, in general, contain a nat positive charge.
Bub overall, a eizatogy conslsting largely of good! sound logio is the negotiational
foundation of a solid, successful Diplosacy game.

lext monthu Nuclear Diplmmﬁy — Fiasiou and (con}fuaion.

The Jollowirg Jjust a.pp-md in Magus. I was plannin; to run it, So what the heck.
Azing Ais whens
Everything hurts and what docan't_. hurt doesn’t work any wore.
The glean ln your eyes 1is from the sun hitting your bifocals.
You feel like the morning after the night befors, and you haven't been anywhers.
Your 1ittle black book coutaias nyames ending only in M.D.
You got windud playing chess, ;
You look forward to a dull eveniyg.
You know ali the answers, but nolpdy asks you ‘t.t » guestions.
You sit in a recking chalr but oga't got it gohig
Your kness buckle and your dali wypa't.
You try w stralgthen the m‘i.nk}ga in yomr eo and find you aren’t wearing any.
You regret all the mlsiakes you nade by res temptation.
You can’t gtand pecple who are fntolerant. ‘
You burn the aidnight oi) 111 9 p.=m.
You tarn out the lights for sconomie, not romantic, reasons,.
Your pacemaker makes the garage: dovxr xo up when you watch a pretiy girl go by.
You sink your iseth into a steak and they stay there,
Tou've published 2000 pages of the Garbmge Disposal of Postal Diplomacy, and Jjust
about your entire sud list Bas turned over twioce since you began.




Omigod! It®s...

With the Alth page of this dssve, The Volce of Doem will nit

- LREe

the Z00-page mark,

Jolning Graustark, Groeteet Hits and Bruxus Builetln in the 2000-page club. {1If

there are any ctihor zines in Dipdom history that have gons that fax,
atout fam, Wi I’°m sure ons of the oid-iimers out thore

will let

I Gen't know

me hear it?)

In the 2000 pages since VD began publicailon, a lot of people nave contribuied a

10t of julcy quotes to these pages.
e one Steve Hutton ran recently in No Fixsd Addrsas.

of the pecple guoted, then 1°11 give you the quaotes, and after that i

contest.

98 of the 100 aguotes which foliow come from these people:

Chuff LE8flerhanh
Jaff Nlbrsaht
Jteve Anglie
Pster Anscff
Dick Asirom
¥ika Farnc
aunred Baunsietey
Hark Bexch

Boug Bayerlelin
Pete Birks
Karry Elang

Ivo Bouwnan

Ron Brown {Cal.)
Homa)d Brown {Can.)
Don Burd

Dave Carter
Geoff Challinger
Jim Chatfield
Fat Conlon

Gary Joughlen
Qethy Cumning
Johp Davies

Fred Davis

Don Del Grande
Michael Dite

¥ark Duexrtoc
Richard Edlson
freg Blliv

«oanh Butron

Jim Finlaey

Hatt Fleniug
Mark Frusd

Ruth CGlaspey
Jake Halversiadt
Garyy Hamlin

Ty Hare

Halmog Helnirnan
Beh Howerion
Randal Husk
ateve Hution
Zdvund Jedry

. Mark Johnson

Jobn ¥ador
BErlc Kane
John XKeliey
Mike Kettman -
Dave Xlelman
Steve Knignt
Siava Langley
Larry Lansi ng

rzorge Lerliie
Mark L2y

4ndy Lischetit
Brien Lorber
Alex Lord

Hob Lowes
Mark Luvadl
Joha MacParlans
Jin Makuae

Mlks Mugzer
Jim Heldnsl
Mike Melsnor
John Michelskl
Ealph Mozion
Jaff Hoto

Bo Olean
Brian Crieff
Bob Deuch
Exic Ozog
Juhn Pack

Prt Pakel
Fark Paul

Dave Parlmutler
Maro Paters

The iwo resaining quotes do not come from YU subbere.

S50 { decided t¢ make a coniest out of A%, sinller
Firsh 1'11 g*ve you the names

1711 explaln the

dane Proskin

o U5 Punchoes
Rici Ragadale
Paul Ravterbterg
Eichard Rellly
lover Rogerson
Besm Sonilling
ok Sehmunk
Bandolph Smyth
Kevin Stone

Bab Sweeney

Tom Swider

Pete lamlyn
Gerry Thompson
Red Walkex
Poiter Wightman
Jim Williams
Judy Winsome
Rob Wittnond
Jarae Wondson
£3 Wrohel

Kathiy Byrne
Johno Marsden
Janes Wall

One of then iz {romn ne,

and

the other has never appeared {before thle contesl) in ¥D. Haoxe sre the 100 gustes.

"dhen you dlte lute thaet eandwici, th&lk about 7Llppex.”
"Germans uever could held thelr vedksiliiilr

*Is some secrst Mastoraland stiempiing W gain contiol of the Hobby through ithis
innexsely popular gama?" .

*Xnow how to get to Texaa? You walk weat until) you smell ii, then go south until
you step it it, and you've theve!"

*Thelr grandoiss, confliciual and arh‘*xay compments have no place in a magazine
devoted o 2 hotby."

"vFrench Fucked® 13 noré: nccaptahla a3 A headline for a game report than ‘Frogs
FEliminatedi"”

"éhen 1 povked Into my lettax-box, I spisd in aws oce lomely 1litle envelope. |
opsned it with treabling fingere...after all, 3% was my Flrsy cosazunication with
the outsids world in &2 days...and...awvrght™
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"Dear Bruce, This 1s not a letter, so don't get gurprised.”

"Cf cowrse, there would have to be some way to keep prople from cheating, I
suppose. {(Or do Diplomacy players evel cheat? Maybe they don't.)™

Y. ..22 you can't txust anyope until he ‘proves himself® {hen you probaltily
shouldn’t be playing the game. Given the optlon, though, 1'Qd rathar not."

"..oWDY 18 1t that the winner of Americe's Junlor Miss psgeant always Yreaks
down in toers -- and the rumnev-up doesn't even sniffle?"

"...he sneaklly knocked five playars out of contention at Diplon. That would
have bLeen greal sxcapt that I was ons of the °*Hobby Alaym Clock'’s® victims.*

"1 am not in favor of destroylng the world, I Just don'i want {0 1at the
fesnlsts take over and X will' do anything to prevent that from heppening.”

“Be {rlendly, cowrtaous, concerned; but moat of all ACT STUPID.™
“...11ks & chamgelecn changlpg the color of his horse in nidstream.”
“Todey 1 ®at on my talk-chadr.”

*Gadeoscks! o you mean therws are postel Diplemacy piayers who don®i know the
neaning of ‘Klastu Bircde Nik‘-;o"?"

“Yes, 1 thirk that Doonmis shouwld be in the Lexiceon;*‘

"1°va goi a 8Ax inch high Blxen doll. Wher you wind him up, he ralses his arn
and flashes peace signs, all ihs while frowning and saying, "My fslliow Americans,
let we make this parfeeily clear’, at which point an evil grin spreads acrose his
face and b2 flips a peir of Tixds at hils lseglnary audience,"

"1 liks o play agalnat people I like. If you'zre gomne get beat it's a helluve
lot bettar to got Meat from a £riend,..than from sonsbBody you don't like,

",.el BuSt say thet 10 an outsider znd a wovlies you all soem a2 bit on the *welrd®
side. I wonder iIf other newcomers have the ssame impression?”

"It As Liks asking a drug aﬁdidt to take a vecation sway from ~ heroln for a
month, The addiction of postal Diplomnoy ie just too sirong for many people (and
most publiishera) to overcome -- until thsy overdose."

"Steve Knlght has no tise to fuck bocause he’s 80 busy with the houserules,”

*I suapect that your houseriles ceased to have any relevance long age and you
are now just playing this thing as a gume."

"I've hed dinner with Ronald and Nancy Reagan, tossed down cocktalls with Ed
Asuer, even watersd the wseds (80 %0 apeak) with Howard Esker end Juhn Brodie.”

“You would have to trudge through an entire petrified forest of deadwood vefore
finding woocd as dead as me,"

“I°m sure it is vary easy to get you drunk -~ VOD ususlly reads like you arel!™

"I°d like to thank my salntly grey-haired moither, who worked her fingers w the
tone sc that I could get my Masters degrse in physics so that I would have the
requisite skills to take throa hour lunches to get ny prese and letiers ln ithe
mall.”

"We'rs al) golng teokel Hho‘,a getting our money?"

"How much moxe efficlent the Naziz covld have made their final solutlon to the
*Jewlah Prollem' had they Meen adle io sift thess widely scattered aud non-integretad
putlic records via copputer rather than relylng on manual record checks."
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"I dpn*t think I'1l write a conclusion for thie. I love leeving things unsald
aimost as auch as I love nonsequiturs.”

"Poor little ERiXle, Lis wanta a letter from me. He gets leitters from all kinds
of Doomies and he still wantis one from me.”

"It’s been reporied =0 cold that a person talking outaside had the words come out
a6 20lld chunks of i1ce. These had to be melted in a frying pan over & fire before
anyone xnew what the parscn said."

"How coms “he only place you cat play & serious game of darts la ai a pub, but
&% a pub nobody is in any conditicn to piny a serious game of daxts...”

“Visions siaited sppearing in my head of someone taping a big sign on my beck
reading ‘I'M NEW HERD, STAB ME® Just after I drew Jtaly axainat Birsan, Kendter,
Byroe. Masisxs, Buchanan, and Ditier.”

"Servy 1 put thatl #9 badly, sentence-siruchure-wise."

"Cut down a 1ittle on the gossip, and get Alex back! (Why o you think I tock
out a sub -- I'n gonne suel)”

‘oo o2y religion forbids me to attack a fellow Mosiem countxry like Turkey.”

"es.you would llke to hasxr from your VD black holes. That is, the psople you
saver gei latlors from. I guess you how have one lems tlack hole,”

"Meybs you'd prefexr mot to worry aboui the problem of negotismting with a guy who
might print anything (everything?) im his zine and decide to try and eliminate hin
s acon &8 pousihle? I wonder...But I don't think I'd be Irave epnough to try 1t.”

"Pleges £ind enclosed a small sample of dung from my last visii {0 the atables.”

"So John Boardman, our favorite self-siyled 1liberal, has now declded that divorce,
Catholicien, and homomexusliliy are not ‘moral’.”

Yeo.naver glve your orders ocui until you have the zine in your hand! Hever
write that, °‘Gee, Joe, remlly sorry alout the stad’ until you ses the gine."

“Austris cen rnow ba reached in the 'rnurdered’ msection ¢f the county cemetery.
and I, your twusty GM, now reside in the stats panliitentlery for 1ife.”

"My twnety years in the US Avmy was as an intelligence agent, where decelt,
ruses, alsinformation, lles, ete., wares atock in trade. Such a cavesr prapaves
one very little for ¢ivilian 1ife, excapt for playing Lipliomacy or marketing.”

"We movaed back to the »id place last month, and 1t sman’t long tefore I came
across all the old Dipzinsa, and all ths old memoriss came flooding back., T
realizad then what the ache waz, the eaptinams deop Insilde. I mias all you
Diplomucy poople.”

".ecundez the hobby's collective door hae tn:‘eph e viper. A cancer. A blot upon
the face of the world.*"

*I mignht as well have you ,jl.fsap on my body F&litic....ﬂm miatakee I make...oh
By god..,I1°11 write later...Il'm chattered now...muabling to myself...”

"It is incredihle and almost impossills to ,.iescribu the tranzformation BRUX
undergoes in Alex's presence. From besing & calm, normal {?), rational,
sophisticated husan (?!) being, he bocomes a screaming, wild fanatlel®

“.roit had to D& &« bomb, elther meni Ly Rusnak or Maszger, through you. Well,
I wusn’t to be fooled, so I had my sistser open it."

“eaowe plan to take things easy when we travel., We will Jjournsy from Virginis
to Colorado by bieycle...”
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“A unt witl 8it on your lsp, cuddle vy to youw, Tub agelnst ypuc leg, let you
Tzed 24 sod pet L4 tnen vhen you are gone 14 will rip up the couch, climb up
the draper, st sat the cezdiva,. This is what Diplonacy is all adbout.”

“suwl misn the anjoymont of watching the other fellow mquirm as he dles ~- the
squirms Juat den'i 2apmae Mreugh the zall - souething ie lost.”

"aacthe vorst of the bunckh ars hoss actuelly with sope degree of geniality,
Wat shose sngecaliy, vncoupled with any stwed of coumon sense, lends thea the
Nlusion of cownctence thet makes them a threat to all around them.™

"y opoor, Test her woul, geavdmothar wea't e getilng a tdmbdelone, but that’s
all zight, she dosan’d reslly need one, And who cares Lf oy baby trothex doesn®i
have anyihing te ekt Heré, have yvour lousy money, Scrxcogel”

“15 yewr old giris weitlig coluwensa? Bill Highfleld only 12 years old? This is
arl one of your glgantic héeves, ian’t L%, Linssy?™

"I camnet voie on Ty'e facs, &8 1 do aot have a copy of his face on which %o
inseribe Ay vote."

miy prandfather was a olalur adjuster and eould teil some ridlculous storles.
Would you Uslieve & can of Radlwhlp ithet flew out of a woman’s hand and around
the woom end wrecke:l the old wullpaper she was tlred of?”

“Hae apyiody gives eny thought as to wvhat would happen to the hobby if Ron Kelly
tosi Intsrest in Liplomacy and WMRA 4o sll his ganea? It mizht aven ho consldered
& cave or Federnl execgenpy roliel funds...”

"ot me 1211l yna atowd BRUK ip a fuce~to~face Diplouacy game! Ha never seems
sincers. you fecl ne’'s always feedivg you a 1ins, he looks shifty. he won’t be
greciiie, ta's evadive and siippory. Conssquenily: siace wo were sract opposites,

e e eavenlen.

“Have you tesy amoling hashish agaln or is tha Tsar plying you with vodka or did
you Just lose your smind?"

UL omey sud Uy an lo~uame-bnly homosexunl) someday. Not for tae purpose of sax
(gheddso), tul becaunse that ssems to by aboul the only community that would accept
me for what I sm, ewotlons aud ail.”

Toeadt Ls swiully pgeneroup oF you tu iake Turkey to my Jermany. At last, at
long luet, I°11 ast through 1901 wiiheul you =tabbing me."

"Je rLlex Loxd resily a pseudonym for Xathy Byrne?

"Pupplean are greati for chearing peopls vy, They don't caxs about wnything, but
they ¥11X love you for no rsmson st aii. It is a cold person xho can realst ihe
attsntiouws of a tail-wegylrg, fauce-licking, exclted 1iitle puppy.”

"The geae 15 a sinulstion. Bubt the mwreilen with elmulations is 1t's like
szeturtation, if you do 1tidinng snoush, you get focled inte thipnking ii's tha
regl thing.®

"I's from Ohde., Small towa cilled Hurven., Only thing good aboul 1t was that we
wors only a hioeck fron Lake Lede, a0 I pot to go ewimming in the filth and muck a
lot. " . :

*Thanics Tor e saxde It nade ne foel ¢loser to New York.®

09" "...1 decidod to forv my Guo Littla gooup which served no varticuler purioes;

sort of like 2ne I.D. L., fpr thess 4f you who ave famiilar with Robert Backs.™
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"BRUX writess “,..1t literxally scintillates with enthusiasm!® My issuwe must
be dsfective. Even with the lights ofi it doesn't acintililate.”

Y.eed'm not corialn vhere I asnt my tewes, in the form of a cashlier’s check
for $235.47, but the latest Voige of Doom says my sub explres with issue #6,423."

“And now in honor of yowr victory. I'd like everyone to Jjoin me in a chorus of,
*My Land is Your Land'.™

"..sthe odd dollar foxr a copy of your houserules. Don’t worry, I don't waui them
for ridieuls, noxr to drop on my nalighlwr'’s dog, whose head nevertheless deserves
crushing ia such s mweaner.”

Y.ooit@lting your corpaes intc many plastic Diplomacy pleces to be played with by
counilesaz unsvopecting game enthuniaets.”

"With the typs of pacple that beloung to this hobby end thelr vaerious fewds and
disputations we w31l litsrally hove a contest to sse who can twrn in thely
adversary bofors he himself 1g wurnsi in. Within a ysar we would have a dissclved
hotby.*

“There were no Dip playere for miles around, I couldn’t handle it. I bexan to
suffer fron dlzziness snd nausea. My palas wers slvays sweaty. Little wooden
blocks would attack me in ny dreans.”

“"Some pscple puap quartera into video ganes, others collect atamps. and nute like
us piay Diplomacy. It's realiy Just a casg of shatever floats your beat.”

“Zruce is & fun guy 1f you know how to handls him., Afier all any pereon who
would okey iy commari tc got down on all foure and eat cat food out of my eat’s
dish has Lo bo an obedient, crazy, fun guy. Well, Bruwe does have a thing for
catB...”

Yeeoyour internal conflicts me transcend youxr inherent capacity to
nentally evaluats situations in 2 ratlional context that you must sulmexge these
absrrent expresaicns of Inanliy in frrcatlonelly conceived pseudc-personslitlea®

"The day Nixon resigned was ny rrouiasit day as sn Amerlcan.”

“Now, if you would liks &n get in on the fraud, Jjusi sendi a check oxr money order
{0 FRAUD and for as 1itils as $20/I!5.€r you TRW sponsar & “student’,”

"Badng &4 yesrs oid does nnt swempt ons from being a petulant, ill-manneresd
chiig."

"3y, Brueca, IT I evar catch you ialking dowmn to someons withoul due causas, I'11
net only cencsl my sub, but I°1) povacnsliy fly to New York and boatl the ever-
lovin®, livin', piee out of youl®

"Alex Lord’s Scisnce Faulr projsct is a blue-ribbon winnsr: from a few whiskexs
that shs found in her backyard she hae managed io clone an sntiraly new Bruce
Linsey! The medical world is all agog, but Ig Lew iz pissed.”

*I1's a really incredible expélriancs 1o go ewiaming amongst the kelp
forsets, swroundsd by besutifyl flsh and plants, and an ocessional playful seal.
two of which came over end followed us around. (illey Msrtha! Look! People!)”

"You meen I 434dn"¢ ioas ny vngini ty mtil T cawme to Mississlppi?! Elght yexrs
of acstamy are lmaginary?!” '

"4 M Judgement call might be Lost. That leaves tha dooxr cpen foxr lote of haesls
and bad feslinge, 1f there are morechsads in the gams. No soreheads allowed in
VD gases, sc that shouldn®t be a prohlew, right?”

“seoln the intexrest of modeaty sud zood tasie. I suggost that you cover yowr
BEraat.”
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59, “4lly wsnted -~ all you need. to kocw 18 the differencs between your sss and youwr
ﬁ»lbcm i

0. Yeeodn most settings, I resort to colloquiallsns, szntence fragrents, frveforn
tialo-of-thought writing, apd vulgarity. 1 aspeak and write in the mamrer most
ecvlly understood Wy ay audjence of the moment...”

41, “this hae Yeen & bad season for me, the planc movers dropped u planc oo my ¢,
oy wife lefl pe for a one-leggad midget, I put a spoon inte the nicrowave and
burned wp my kitchen, I had gll nmy money in the Branlff stock, and I lost my
Job with Ig Lew Tncorporated, ALl I have left le this game -- please don’t emd
1% now.™ ! ’ l

G, "Lika, supposa your wore having dinner with ihe mayor, and right ian the middle
ef Lt 2il you cul lovse with a lowd, frulty fart.t

9. “Should the player’s intent indeed W clesr, how aighi the paneamaster -- in
asod cousclance -~ saits ot only tho senss of ihe observer but the player himself
betwixt the scapulas?t™

G4, “The bed news ie that I think I°a pregnant. The good news is thet I don*t think
the baly's nine.”

%%, “"Imigine someone comlng up to you on & sumny afterncon and asking vou, "Could
I interest you in becoming e Fuller hcush?' How would you resoi” Would you
Apnce and sing with Joy at the realiecation of a lifelong dresm¥"

"y log coues off npext Monday. I can™t wait.”

¥ "seeTurkay's letier actuaily pulled itself out of my trashcean. wafted onto the
dosk, puliled my cvrdere out of the envelope, unfolded them, wreapped ihameslves
arowrl a pen, and CGHANGED THE CRDERS!IIw

28, “Most publlshars will give & purson s {ree issue 4f there’s any Julcy goesip
about him therein. Seo all I have to do 1s arrange a scandel stout myself and J
got a whole bunch of free gines,”

29, "I think you 1ike to be wnfair for fun soméitinmes, but it Loackfires., What a
;ain in “he a-- you sre, HRUX.”

100. "...bhers is this guy that hes Druce on the ropes, hurbled beyond belief. Amt
almr. does he do? Not only leie SRUK off thes hook, bul glves him & remsmon {or
swif-rightecus indigaatlon "chtt will last for 50 Mppy yeare,”

How, here’s how the contest no:pkzs. Bach of the 98 people ou the 1ist a few payges
D2ck has one quote among the hundrwd, and one is mine, and one nevsr appsared in VI
et all before this, The quotes w:go taken from the first 2000 pagss of ¥E, starting
with #1 and golng through thls imape. The authorghlp of zll quoies ia wnaxbigunua;
£or lpstancs, w guotes wexe taken from hilack pwags or, say, from a Beb Clssw line
in a2 play written by Gary Coughlan, or whatnot, Your task is to figure out the
sovres of as aany of the guotes x& you can, and send them w me on a pisce of papar
soparate from all cther correspondpnce. Jusi numdar 1 throuvgh 100, a1l by esch
mubsr wrile the name of the person you think mede that gwota. I you thisk Jos
Sohmte sulmittad quote #96, then ypu would write Joe Schmoe's neume next to 96 on
Jour pmper. Slga your name, toc, s0 I know Wi you ars,

vdut BHlXle, this is imposslble,” you cry in despsration. Not quite. If you've
basn areund a whlle, you may have quite 2 few back lsswes, Some of jou even heve
sl of them. Some of you know ths style of cartain VD wiltecs. Some of you may
wilve "ghveswmsy” cluss in some of the quotea, Maybe soxethlig in the quote indicsiua
that 1ts suthor is Euwropean, Tor iastence.

Not only ihat, but vou ave allowed to dsal with each othexr la your quest for e
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Soluvion.  ou msy offe?‘ vo trade infoxmation with anyous eise, or whatever, (OF
cuvsa . there 's uo gunyaisise thal you won't be stabbsd or llied to...)

WhaL e mofv, post of yuu {all but the most dedicaied desedwood) oughit to be able
to identify yoiw owm quotas, to start with. If you can’t do that, shams on you, and
you ges stlll encther clve tos. You will each be gziven a secret number from 1 to 100,
and this mmber =il) reprasent the quote of the person who comes after you on the
lisv of 3 psaop;'m. Fox exanple, Tob Hioworten®s number iells him which quote belongs
to Remvial Musk, Wichael Itz hes the nunber for Msrk Duarte’s quote. James Wall
cas dw nuaver for Chuff afflerlacn’s quote, since the list ie cyclic. 4ad so on.
{The doadwood don’t have these nurbers, of cowres.] So you all have further cluss,
te use ard/for trade. or whatever. But in ordsr to find out any info frow me aboud
By guoie., o 2oout the obe which belcongs to nobody. you’ll have io talk me into giving
you thet lufo eomshow ~- and I'm not easy!

Quories were taken from leotters, rress. articles...just about anywhere so long as
thelr sowrce ls ldentifiable. The psople oo the list who won’t he recsiving this
issue (Jle Fluley. Jane Proskin, Jim Willlazs, maybe a couple of otherm) ars still
belog wont coples of this conisel. wilth their seeret numbers. Addressee ury lo
Found In the addeoss Rist in VD #85, thowgh mome have changed slnce then, but theti’s
not By problom.

Tae dundling for the coulast is Aprdl 11, 198%. Nice and leisurely sc that you
ali have time Lo welte each oiber, i1f that’s shat turns you on., I°m unlikely to
actept you entwy via woons, but will nake miucr changes for you over the phons.

Redh cocreot gusss wountd 2s 1 pelut. If you get the “nodody” quots right (and don't
guaas “nohady” nowe than ence), thet’s 2 peinte.  And, if you fail to identify youwr
osn quete. that 3 & polawe off. Highest ecoxs wine the contest, and 15 fres issues
of ¥L. Sesond ylade gets 5 and third placs 2. OK, them's the rules. 3o tell ne,
Dogules. Yho sald &1l thex thew tniugles?

Tove asavet numbeyw 1z Zq -
——

Tnis coalaseh is ny vy of cealeitmwating this, VD's Z000th page. Al we're &till
golog steong' Hope youw've 21 enjoyed ihis contest and this gpeclal lssue. BRBye
for new, folks.

ERUX

Brucs Lipoay
73 Ashuslot St., Apt, 3
Deltoi. MA 03226

Your aub sexplran ulth a2sue #.37



