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One of the mcet femous scandals ever to rock British m.pimcy occurzed at
Cazbridge in 1973. For some reason, Jesus College ssoma. to sttract Diplomacy players,
and at that time it sheltersd two leading lights, then and now: John Piggott and Andy
Davidson. John was producing his Diplomacy = d%gg %_ + JuBtly regarded then
as Briitain‘s best, and now in production agsin ra year ln.yoff; Andy was
playing in nuaerous games in Ethil and elssuhore. .

The Ethil deadline fell on a Friday, which meant most orders had baen received by
the Thursday; and on Thursday each week John was regularly absent. for a longish
period attending a praotical. One '.&mrndn.y he reiurned exrly...to find an industrisus
Andy squatting on the floor of nls room mpying down the orders sant in by other players
in the gamee he was playing in. -

Uncertaln what to do, John applied for eonnul to Don Turn‘bm.., Don  was
adamant that Andy should be evicted froa all bis games, but Jobn decided against this
drastic sction and persly stipulated that sll Andy’'s units should stand unordered for
the current season. Another rsspescted British GM, Bichard Walkerdine, commented that
the aifair "lefl a amsty taste", Well, I had my doubts then, and [ have them even
more strongly now. It seems to me that Andy wee within his rights as a player (though
obviously mot in other reapeots, a& the college authorities would certainly have
confirmed!), In a face-ito-face gams idere 1s certalnly wdithing to prevent players
trying to discover orders by *eaplonage” ;. the rulebook doesn’t mentlon the subject,
thovgh perhaps 1%t should, ~Arguably & rule should be made whereby once orders have
bsen handed to the GM they are sacrosenct; but at present this rule does not exist,
and has not been writisn into any "house rules” that I have asen.

((Richard Sharp has not seen thc Voioe of Dueu hou-annsas But he doas write
very entsrtainingly.)) L

Ihe Yolce of Doom is a Journal Qf postal Diplmoqr published every now and then
by Bruce Linse.ve '?3 Ashuelot St., Ar}t. 3. Dalton, ¥A 01225, Fhone (3}13) 584-0567.
Subas are 10 issuss for $5.00. Stanilys are wanted. There are rno geme openings,

Diplomacy is a registerad tmdqga,‘rk for a ganq !mmntad by Allan B. Calhamer
and copyrighted by Avalon Hille B .

", ..Just enother mid-monthly so I éan print all thls BAXYSLOUS POODeas™
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Trensiations fron Heaverch Literaturs to Engllish

1. It nas long been know. ..

LoAianTy ook up the origlial referencs.

2., A dafinite tyepnd s evideat... ‘

Theas Adsta are praciically meaningless.

3. Wh:a,.ls it hes mt bees pesmible to provide definiis answers te these qusstlons...
A mancesseful sxreriment, but I 83ill hops to get At
publicihed,

&, Threz of the asuples were chosusn fov Duwrihexr Hudy...

Mg rasul s of the othwrs AlIn®t zaks any sonse.

8. Typicel cesulis ore shown. ..
The beet resnuite are ushown,

6, It is bolleved that...
I think

7 It i generally believed that...
A couple of other guys think so oo

8., Cowrect within an order of magaituds...,
HIongs

%, It is hoped that this paper will stimulate further investigatlcens in thle fiald...
This 15 a lousy pwpar. but =0 250 all the others on ihis
nisaratles toplc.
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10. Thanks are due to Joe Blotsz for his assistance with the experiment and to George
Frink for valumble discussions,..
B;.ots did the work and Frink exp],a%d 1& ne Mt it meant.

1. A staf.iatically oriented sra jection of the awmmmmma
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12, The data um Be amma‘.. ~ LTI ‘l’ﬂr%a :
- Y4 haveh't done the experiment ygt‘ b OE

e ‘.1‘31..‘&.‘,1‘3 2 Mk LI

GEHANAEHA A R AR IRAN I IARFIDAIBRBARHF I ILAEHSE IYDGEJS TG L T AR SRS
. . S AL Wb W SIS N2 vin 'fud
™e Di E§ Q TLuods | Taptl o
BT R ﬂ}hcf""'m"mc < of anpss &l .
Bach of the guestions T its answer oris ip'p__u_ces
on the Diplorady ma%mﬂm** Soms of the #f'
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1. Which supply conter sside froa xung:n mn never be cap‘bmd by rmy in 1902.

2. Fror which spooe can an my rocaive a 1egal order to mver to thrmt other
spacas?

3. ¥Which space has never 'bnp und aill mve:: e mentiomd;iug hgal o:dar given to

4, From which space can an my feach: thu hon territory of an‘y Grut I’om within
three moves, provided no mult.t»ﬁaut convoys are used? .

5. From which space is it npoasible for an English wnit ‘w mtpeat u the veault of
» Russlan-supported Turkish gttapk ia 19047 iy

6. In Spring 1902 a German tmit bounced with an Austrian unit ioav!.ns both of them
adjacent to mo supply centers. In shich spuce 4id they bounce?

7. Aunitontheboard;bolo stoapom:withomoanterandmohamotmwins.
In axactly two and a helf yenrs, & Ruwhwlan unit will be adjacent to this unit.
Where 1s the Ruassian unit novﬂ 8

8. Ome ssason, an English any w:s attacked by five Russlan armlss, none of them in
supply ocenters. The same sesmen, & Corman army was attacked by five Austrian armles,
mone of them in supply centexg.  The next season, the English and German armies
mentioned above moved so that,thej were adjiacent to each other. An Italian army
supported the English muve and a Jurkish fleet supported the Gerwan move. The season
after that, the afore-mentioned nllhn arny and :Turkiah fleet bounced in a vacant
space. Throughout all of this the French F Wes remained uwordersd, In which space
did the Italian aray bounce with the Tunkish fleqt? '

9. There is x certzin hoard bﬁuif.ion uhich, a8 it happens, can never lago.uy oceur
An Spring 1920, In 2 oertain“game, however, thia position did oocur legally in

Fall, 1920. After the Spring 1917 moves in this gans were 4, Cascony, Mosocw,
and Albania wers all empty, while the Ukraine waz ocouplsd by & French army. Which
space (other than the Uknim‘) & necesanrily occupied at this time? &

10. ¥Which supply csntexr nust;l:pghnd capture in order to romiu three builds in
15012 -

CORRECTION: #5 should sny Engliah army. not English unii.
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by Don Del Grande

Houserule Lawyers Round Table

This s ths 08¢ (Diplomacy Broadcasting Corporation). It's time once again for
your least favorite show and mine, the one where the feuds come up from the fiery pits
of Diplomscy, HOUSERUWE LAWYERS ROWKD TARLE. Today, we have four rather distinguilsted
houservls lawyexs. (NOTE: these characters do not represent, in any way, real persons,
although one or movs of the charactsrs® statsments msy be (imintentionally) similar
40 one or more perecns you kiow).

"Good day, gentlsren,"

"Yes, how are you, fine, good day, it's nighttina (SLAP) how are you teday,
nice day to fight, sto.” _ ‘ _

"Today, w%e happen to s italking aboul oo Bruce 'BRIX® Linmey.”

"Khat, AGATN?  Doasn‘t sczebody else use houmerulesz® . =

SiCala down gentlssen. Anyway, this:-is a slighi-lwist.frem xhat we normally
discuzs, insofar as thig involvee a varlant called 'Diplomacy Central®.”

oo "We know that alveady.” , g

7 °0f covrse you do, eince you had tims to think this one out for thres, maybe
four, minuies ~- a lot of time conside 1t costs soveral hundred trillion hos
por minuie for each oue of you idioie.” (e should explaln -~ a "ho" is the unit of
money used in the computer gane Trader ac redesigned by your frisndly neighborhood
INIX hackers at UC Berkeley’s Electrical Enginsering and Computer Science depariment.)
Today'’s claim 1s made by Steve Knight of Feston, VA, a fellow UNIX hack, concerning
the game 19683 x01 run in The Voles of Doom.

"“The tall guy with the Dhiue pinetripe mutt -- let's hear what happened.”

“You got it. Steve wes aasigned to play Austrias In this game; which has two
spacial rules: ‘All the rulas of regular Diplomacy apply' and 'lhe first person
to successfully ordsx a unit o Albania wins.®' Anyway, Steve HMRed in Spring 1901,
and Bruce’s housaxrules state that an Austrian MR in Spring 1901 results in neutrai
orders which inelude F Tri-Albh. The rest is olwlous -- Stove was declared the winner,
and somebody elss complainad., ilext time on -- WAIT A MINUTE! Bruce's ruling was
that the houserules ware declared the winner!®

"That’s more 1like It -~ real controveray, and you’re hearing it right here and
now! Anyway, you with the wihite top hat -- what do you have to say?"

"The leglcin of doom shal provall sgain! Steve's clalm is that the houssriles are
not 2 playey. and thus don’t apply to the second special rule concerning the fizet
player who orders a unit to Albanis; while Bruce says that the houserules made the
wiming oxder and thus get the credii. Insofsr as I, 1ike my fellows, am & houserile
lawyer, I have gone through all of the appropriate rules and have made these obaerva-
tions; Co : _ .

First: ‘there is nothlug anywhore that saye that each coumiry ls liamlted to one

roon, or that no more than seven playsrs can participate. There can be two Austrias.
(At last - the true explanation behind the terws "Dual Monarchy"!! -~ BL))

' Sscond: Steve did not oxvder tha unit to Albania; he NMRed, so he has no claim
to the win, despite the fact that m}. has made no such claim. Also, the other six
starters -~ the playere of countries other than Ausiria -~ have made no claim to a
win, since they did nct order any imite to Albanis) suscessfully or not.

Thixd: Brucs clalms that the ljpussrules ordered the ualt to Albenia, while Steve
gays that the hoRmerules are not al!player. If the houserules are not a player, the
game is not over, sipee the fact that the houserules ‘ordered’ a unit to Albania 1is
not an ending condijdon. - Assune the houserules are . a player. The houserulea do
not have a subsaription io Voice of Doom, and thus violate rule II.1 of the VD
houssrules, making the order illsgal. Under no circumstances can thiz game be over.

Ergo, the gams #hould nst have ended wher, or as, it did.”
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*How abrut the rast of your”

"Weli, 1 think no doubt about 1t the resull scems chvious let’s cat (SLAF; wiat’s
tha dsclsion?” (I’m handed an anve._es'a.)

"Hers it 3s! It°s unsnimeus! 4All four of our lawyein agrwae that UNIX hacks
ame ALWAYS righit and ARRE suparler to COROL prograsmers any day. Howover, we can‘i
glvs tha win W Steve a8 he never 4id ordex & unit inte Albunia! Too btad. Well,
you eovid alwaye pick up whexe you left off, and then axgue that 'F Alb H® le zot
sonsddered oxdexing & unit lnto Albanla, Until next time, then?”

'Saa you next tims have & good dsy lu‘t"s g0 hevo a besr {SLAF SLAP)} enough already.®

((Thenks, Don, sad four fres looues, Hope you don't nind that I hadf to edit
thig heavily.

As for thu salntlon nsgreed upon by your houssrule lewyers: wall, if “F Aln H"
is not to e cousidemad as ordering a wnit Iatc Alvanlz, how about "4 Alb supports
ﬂgarethmg“, . Asd ¥hy do these things aluaya happsn in YD, anyway? I thiuk that

bave Xnlght snd the other playa::s must have set me UD...nelp...arrogghhh...))

S RIRGRREIBIC NG 006 INEATARDEN

Exic Xeno hes Tinglly answered my challenge io state specificaily wbich YD
houserules he fesls ave 3i1ly. 'In Acduin #27/28, he lisis the following oneas
1.2, 1.3, I1.7. I1I.2 (xegarding Dayligh't. Savinge Time), 1IV.7, V.1d, ViL,9, VIII.Z2,
XI.7. X1.8, xod XI.10, and also VIL,6 (parenthesiged orders). New that he’s gotisn
spscifie, 1 can anszer hin more successfully.

I.2, I.3, and the three rulss he mentlons fzon Sectlon XI are silly, { agree,
vut they don’t hurt anything by their presence. These rules deal with such things
as inland fleets and whethar or nct extraterrestriaie may play in YD, ele., Each of
those five rules iz only ons ssntence long. '

V.1ib Goea not exist., T couldn't fisure oul which one he wes trying to condenn.

111.2 %z perheps wmneceasarfly detsiled shen, in stating that deadlines will never
be leas than Four wweks, there is an exceplion: it may bw one hour leas than four
weoks whon I.‘saylight Savipgs Time takes affect in the spring. Maybs I didr’t have to
say it, but that is how VD*e games are rum.

1.7 urges playscs to ssek another G in the event “hat something happena to me.

I suppose thut the houserules aren‘t nocessarily the correct plase for such encourage-
ment, but again this rule doma no harm to -apnyone.

VII.6, on paranthesized orders, is the rule hermitiing the use of persuihesss in
ablroviating sets of ordexrs such as F Por-Mid (P Eng S).  Eric cells it silly, but
probably a majority of my players ovor the ysars hove used ihis notation. It's a
very convenleni way of abheviating oxders, arnd )} do not bave any latentlon of
auddenly disallewing such orders.: I do not think this rule is siliy at all.

ViI.§ gives the acceptable fomat for wmriting retrests. I do not "think thexe 1is
anything silly about it. .

YIII.2 statss that players u_a:g call to find cut the moves Zn their game as soon
as the deadline has passed. Eric himself took advantage of this rule the seaeson that
he won the NEPTUNE game. There is nothing silly about it.

IV.7 is a full pags long and covers conditionsl orders. It atatms that the
conditions nust be nade *PAINFULLY: OBVIOUS*, it givoa the scope of conditlionals
(e.g. that orders may be mede conditional upon ui';n ir olaying 2 country in a given
s2ason, or upon a codeword submitted by another player in the gume, and &0 on},
it dkscusses the results of orders conditlonal upon another player's mlssed moves,
and more., I regard IV.7 as essential, let alone not silly. Lots of playerz rsed
to uss conditionsl oxrders from time to time when measons axew combined, and thls
rule informa them how I will handle these orders. BEE

And that exhausts all the houservles Eric listed as "£illy”. While I agree in s
few minor casas, I do not think that Eric has shown that my houvserules ave allly on
the whole. Try agais, Eric? Or anyome? (<




The Gosslp Colunmn

Fron Kon Peel (i/19/84):

Doex Biruce:

1 am writlog to register sy otjestion to the purpossiully misleadiung edlting you
331d of Ed Wrobel®s letter in the last izasue of YD ((#69)). I do not care one vhilt
atout the cogoling "double nrdorod” aag:memmt the two of you seem to bo lweplng
alive (wil) ovaryono tired of the Linsey/Wrobel affalr please ralse your handa?),
Everyons ought to know by now that you are a strict/unrenscnable {depeading on one‘s
point of visw) 6. Deaplie your well-domerved reputation for regularity and reliabilitiy,
I would swver play in VD, decauss I belliove ithat your strict constauctlonlet (Miug
Philosophy puts such overboaring emphasic on your idea of "falrness,” that the equally
inportant goals of playabllity and geame {low ars heavily occmpromised. Scme may
disagres, and those hearty sowlu mill undoubtedly enjoy playlug in VD more than sleewhers.

But to ths palin lazue, I helleve you 4Aid your readers, bul most espacially Ed
Wrobel, & diszexvice. ¥ am ons of the few Loomiss who also happen to subscribes to
Politesse. There i a vact difference botween Ed°s playful and teasing sditing of
your 16%ior; and your "retaliation” in return, Specifically, I think you shouid repript
your letler as 1t aprevarsd in Polilsese. with the carioon, sllipses, aud editor remarks.
I doudt that anyons oould fail to rocogulsze exactly what was goirg on. Indsed. B4
appeared to band over bashkwards o maks 2t painfully clear.

Wheo I read Rd°s letisr to YD, however; I hadn't the salightszi suspleion of what
wes golug oit.  We all kuow Ehat Ed Yrobel®s atyle 3w often opagus, but I wes
surprised that he was writlag in wsuch » confusing and comtradiciory mannex., 1 essuned
that thers sae sons despor Joke thal sluded me in the first puragcesph, Wt the blt about
"sexual mates” abscluiely confounded mo. I then became absoxbad in the sexious part
of the letter and youT responda, and forget stout the odd heglinning until T recelved
Ed's opon letior to you & couple of days sgo. I thea went  back to the
letter in VD, and realised how carelnd, aisleadipg, &nd inepprofeiate your editing
had twen.

If you wwmnot leing rourself to admis your abuse of your prerovgatives of an
editor, and Wie differense vetwosn whai Ed 4ld and what you d)d, I hopes you will at
least do the vant majardty of your subscribers a service, end let them Judga for
themaelves by reprinting the origlnal rewritten-by-editing letier dlrsctly from the
x:ges of Polliesss,

PS. Thanks much for the WD ITI Pug!

{({You'ze welcome. Hope it nsiied you a few warm bodiss.

My butchery of Ed's luviler war wmareiy intended a= a joke., 1've done it & few
times in ths past io parts of people’e letters, bot only Lo suall perts, and the
huzor was a bit more olvicus. Thanx for the conmtiructive criticiem.

Well, you‘re entitled Lo youwr ppinion regsrding my GMing, though if you'd never
eign up for a game hsre than what ave you doing on uy standby liet? I don't agree
that ny Ming compmwonisss playability or game flow ati all, but then mgein if I £sit
otherwles 1'd probably not choose to GM the way I do. Good luck with WD IXI.})

¥roim Mark Berel:

With regard to your 82¢ query, theze‘s beon al laast one British gume in which =
winning Ruseis dida®t even own 5P,

The coas® esens % be cloar, so you can say that I wrote the "Mr. Y" article in
ths annish.

{(Nan. I dun't went to let ‘on know who did 3% yet.))



From Ronald Reagan (12/16/83):

Desxr ¥r. Linaey: f

When I took offlce a2z your Presidant our country fecod the worst economic criais
since the days of Frankiin Roosavelti.

With your support, we enacted far-reachlog legislatisn designed to attack the rcot
cause of our econnmic pgoblems. .

We cut back on the Demoerats’ high tax and big ependiag bings. And we passed a
long-range soononic program to reduce inflation, bring down interest rates and orcat
roductive jobe in private induatry. '

Teday, 1'm proud o may owr natlion 18 hesded in a new direciion.

But I felt it was lmportent I personelly writo you now becauss what you and I do
in the coming days will determine how miocessful we nre in keeping ths nation on
this new course. _

If wo fall tc stop the Democwiits from-winning ir 1984 they cowld overturn and
deatroy all ths progreas wo have made 2n pulling cur aation back from the drirk of
sconozlc catasirophs,

That’s why I hope you will acecept my parsonal invitation to Join me in laying the
groundwork for a Ispublican victory in 1934 by beooming a Sustaining Member of the
Republlcan Natlongz) Counmiitee. '

The almple truth is that cuwr opponsnis, the Uemocrats, have not lsarnsd ithe
loasor: that their policles of tax aud tax, spend and spszd were divectly responsdble
for the prolonged rocession which caused all Americans, young and old, worker and
businesaman alike, to foar for their very econsmic mmvival.

Apd it the Democrats and {heir liberal special interest group allies regaln mower,
then I am comvinced they will force owr nation right bock down the disesisrous road
o more spending erd highsr income taxes.

I sa not prepared o mit tauk and lot the Democrazts desiroy whet we have dons to
cut axes, to achlave & sposctacular reduction in inflsticn and t¢ xeators basic
indlividuale Amscican Treedons, b '

And ¥ don’t heliove you are, either.

Right now the mos! important thing you can do o help me carry out our progrems
that are redirecting owr natlon is to accept my invitaticn to beocome & Bustaining
Member of the Republican Naiional 'Committiee.

By accapiing my invitetlon and meking & amombership contribution you are signaling
your peracnel commitazent to work with me in owr fight for the pwinciples we sharve,

Let me tell you why your support of this particular Comnittee is so inportant to
me. _ P
The Natlonal Uopaittee i@ the official organisation of our Party responsinle for
laying the foundatien for our entire 1984 campaiszn effaxt to elect more Republicans
to federal, stais and local office. :

I am counting on your supportieo tho Committés can carxy out its full campaign
progran for our candidates. i

This lacludes recrulting and training outatanding cendidates, conducting ludependsnt
surveys of voter attitudes, running lccal and national TV arnd rsdlo campalgnus, and
organizing thousands of volunteers. :

That's the only way our candidates will be able to cownter the messive liberal/
Democrat drive to take back cgntxol of the government in 1944,

- I say that becauss, jJuct as iz 1982, our candideties n 1084 wiil be
oppoesd by a powerful, well-financed coalitlon of 1ibsrwl special intorest zroups and
soms Labor Union Boseas, :

As was demonstyaied in the last eleciinn, this liberal coaiition will stop at
nothing to defeat cwr candidates.

\
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The; 11 spepd mililons te rus radic and TV ads that dellbsrately twist and distort
our progrems. And sope Labor Unlon Boezes will wnleash millions of dollars worth of
80 cxlled *voluntary” menpower suppori for Democrat campalgns,

There is another equally lmportant rsason why I sa hoping you will make a generous
contribution toc the Committes.

In the months ahead, I ysrmonally will he reiying heavily on the Coamittee to
hudld and mobilize Mmoad natisnsl support for my leglislative prugrums,

Ovar hie last fow yesars thes Commititce’s eiToris on behalf of my econiomic proposals
have toen absoiutely vital to thelyr paszags through Congress,

Azd as i continus to (wees for dramatic changes in order to Wring government
spendling wadsr control, 7 will be relying on the Committee %0 agaln bely me win
sore vary difficult political Leitles in Congress.

You sse, &8 I look to the montha ghead, there is atill so much for you and me to
do twgethsr for our couniry.

We must once and for all bring govermmant spending umdar control.

We must give back to state govarnmants the powexs ihe federal governmesi and courts
wena nevar fatended o have.

Ard we nust continve o rehiilid cur Jefenses a0 we can negotiate arms reductions
with the Soviels froa a posiilon of sirsagth,

Rut 1f ihe Demcocyots win in 1980, slact a Libersl President, galp control of the
Sonate, and incrazse ithelr siysngih in the Houme, we may lose forever ths chance to
finigh the work we heve bagun.

Ye woild ese sn immediate roturn of the very same policles thal caused the highest
taterzen and iuflation reles in psace~time history and allowed the Soviets to achleve
iditery cupariovity over ue.

You and T siaply cannot affovd to let this happen.

I keow fvom talking wiih oy good friend Mike Curb, National Finsnce Chairman, that
ts nmaber one geal of ths Comnittee 1s to raise its full $15.8 miliion campaign
hudms .

Tais snount represonts the shsolute ninimun the Commiitee needs to protect lncumbent
Repwblicans, bulp owr challengsr candidetes and {turn back the alllance of liberal
spuclal interest groups, some Labor Unlon Bosses and the Democrat Pariy thet has
diciated our uation's pollcles for ihe laat thirty yoare.

IT toe Ccamlittes canbot ralse ite full budget I foar 1t will be a dangerous
setback in owr long struggle teo discard the benkrupt liberal policles of the past and
keep jmerica on owwr new course tovards econonlc prospeciiy.

That’a vhy I as hoping you will make a gensrous contribution to the Commititee
today, No matter how much you decide to send, I know it will B a great help.

Slune teking offies I have worked hard to live up to the falth which you have
rlased in me. 4nd I will conitinue {0 do #0 in the years ahead.

But I am counting on syou o stand by ke, our Party and its principles ic make the
vision we shave of Amsrica’s fuiwxe a rsalliy. EKnowing I have your support will be a
very spocial source of strengtly for me. :

v i
({1t is truly very flattering to kmow that my gpinlone are held in such high
estoen by one so highly rmegarded as yourself. Aa you and all other Doomles know, 1
ahare your concern for the future of our nation. I look at the Soviet allitary mechine
growlng ominously on ths horizon, and tremble im my boots, and breathe a aigh of
rolief that we have in office ¢ strung Precident euch a8 you. Becauss of thls, and
bacause I am touched by your impeesioned nlea, ‘

The Yoles of Doom fully and fresly endorses Fonmld Reagan for the office of
President of the Unlisd States in the 1984 election.

Ron, we’ll turn Massachusbtis around fexr you yet!
¥y contribuiion to the Committes is another matter entlrely. Although I am a

dlehard Reputlican, and although I suppari you 100%; I camnot Jjustify the blind xupport
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of @ll hepubllcan copdidates, includlng those whoss views arc unfemilise to ne, I'm
sure, A7 you think about it, that there gre some people out there who will call
theamaslves "Repullicon,” and rus on that ticket while either overtly or coverfly
supporting a l1ibexal forsign plicy, ©.3« I want ne part of supperting such
candidetes,

However, I do zecognize and agros with your point thal your ecampalzn and progroms
rely heavily upon funding from the commiites, so 1t bucemos hard for pe to Ignom
your regquest sltogether., Henece, I'm willing w0 mske you a daal.

If you will become s Doomie by sending mo e aub fea for ten issuees of YD and
oither joln my standby 1iat or agres to participete actively in the letter column here,
I wil) respond by zending you e contribution of ten dollars, despite my ratiar
mecarious financial posltion and despits ny reservatlons exprossed above. “That's
five decllaxrs of profit for you :m;ply in exchange fox your agreement to becoms active
in YD. What do you say?

" "The only further requast I Qould have would be that 35 you choose %o take me wp
on this, and breome active in the letter coluwn, that you iXy to siser a 1litle more
avay froa ths discusalona of politlcs and get invoivad in some of the othier toples
we've beon talking soout haxs. T know, X koow, politics is your bag, but I think ix
getn tircacme alter a while. I'a sure Y rvoaders would be move luteresnted to hear
what you Lavo to suy about double-ordsred units, or your views on hunting, oz
whother you'd 1ike to ses Adez’s Column pedlurn, or what ls your favorlie war game.
How about 4%, Ron? I°1l keoep mj‘ end of the bargain if you°ll do it. Arnd you’d even
e welcome to stop in at Loks Ggorge with me and sy friends (vou'm a non-smoker,
Tight?) for as long =6 you 1like this summer.

Becoma & Doomie today!))

From Jasp Jacobs (1/9/8b):

Dear BRUK,

Mzny thanks for the two isausa of YD which arrived on the same day. T qulie agree
to trading as long as I stay acilve in P your letier colusn. Ii soems a good deal to
me, though of course Oxy does sometinmee contaln soms Engllsh.

Both issues you ssnt me weve very Anterssting. The lettexr which you printed in
#87 eurprised ne. ((This vefers Lo the Shep Rora latton.)) OF coursze, I haven't
the faintest 1dea whai was said in the Diplomacy Wordd (wrong name for an Americen
zirs, by the way) articles, bui I wonder whether this is the right way %o react. Even
if the DM articles contained personal insults to Shep Rorms, 1s it right to answer
with such a tale, right or wrong?. And, ave you as zire ditor supposed to publish
guch a thing? The four pages Shep wroie are red with hats, anger and vevenge. In no
pact of it eould I <iscover any srgusonts agains’[, the U artleles, “Space does nokh
permit me to meke a lot of apscific references tq the Dip;mcg Horld articles.™ Shep
writes. Bui epparsntly epaoe does pemit bhin to.go on for three and a half pages
t2lling what nasty tricks Mark hes psrformed on him and others, especially Scott
leipsig. I all this 1s in any way relevant to ths DW artieles it 1s mot ai all
clear to me. And & you as zine publia!m axe the one to decide which letters to
print and which not to prinit, I wonder shat reasqn you could have i{c declide to
print this letter, Do you agre¢ gith Shwp that thls is the right wmy to react o
attacks on his perscn, dlsrsgarding the guestion if the facts mentlonsd by Maxk ars
‘right or not? Im thie kind of letter usunl in the U.S. hobby?

The "Plcking Your Nose" article was diagustidg and interesting. I might txy this
tactic at the psxt towrnapsnt for the Dutch Chaaplonshiip Diplomacy.

Cowld you send Ee a copy of your houssrmles? I°m very inierested. ((Done.))

The Roll Over BesthovenCon in #88 was fizmy and interesting, It was also muwch
more readable than the parts of VD that ave printsd in purple. Taxes on Diplomscy
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ave of coureca rathsr nonsenslcail, Leczuse 1t cannot be enforced upon hobby players
without & good hobby organizatlon, which no doubt Larry would be very interestsd ia
setting up dbut tc which many other people will have their objections. Starting to
@M gaues of Diplomacy it 80 very easy that one can never control this sort of thing.
Not in the States, anyway: here in Holland w» do have sonething of an organieation,
though not much, '

((Well, if you've veceived #90 yet then you know my viawe on hobby organication.

it’s interesting, aitting here as the editor of what is st111 (face it) onz of
the most controvexsial zinee 1n the Diplomacy hobby and watching the Yeepouses yolil
in. Because after all thess years, I 5331} am ansved at the broad variety of naterial
thel people find oblJectlonable. E& Wrodel flles off the handle over my intended
reeponss-lin-kind (that adnittediy wont farther) to his butchoxry of ny letter. Jim
Finley cancels his eub over the pley thai you and many others found hilaricus, And
now you odject io the Shep Rose letier, of £1) things! 1f nothing elae, one can dzraw
the conclusion that if my editorial policies attempted ic please everyone, I°d havs
nothing I could print!

Te the apecific question at band, I thoughi the Shep lettsr (which wmas circulated
to a nwmber of Norih American publishers) was hilaricus. But then, maybe that'a
because 1'm cuch good fxlonds with Berch, and I laughed out loud upon reading
the descripilon of the slesry 1ittle man pulling all these stunts on those wiih whon
ha cane in cortect. The veal Mark Baxch is of course Just the opposite outside of
his Diplonacy gemas: in American postal Diplomacy he hae the widsapread reputation
of being sboul as honest and falr to people 2z it is possidble to get. The actions
described iz the Shep Rose letter are so far out of character for Mark as to De
laughatle ~~ and I (and others) certainly did a fair bdt of laughlag upon veading of
thowx.

Then agala, that’s hardly an answer, 16 1t, Uscaves I wowld have printed the letier
even had 1t been about acmeone elss. Probebly. Lei®s just say that I found 1t Tuany,
end loeavs it at that.

Lot me know 1f you win the townament over thors by plck: your ness., If a0,

I vant & shave of ihe profits, {(Um, let mo rephrase thate.,) ))

From Mika Eh1L (1/17/84);:

Dear BRUX,

Okay, put me on the standby liast. I'm & standby im Just about every other sinz I
subscribe to (except for ER, where I'm a Malaterger).

Enclosed is a color picture of mysslf. I'm mors than happy to add to the quantiiy
of your eollsctlon, if not the quality. 1

I heard that you had a big U.S'T zap on the wall to keep track of your subboxs,
ol. al. I thought of the idee mysplf, independszily, when I got startad in ths hobdy
a couple of yesrs ago. Instead of pine, I use silck-on colored dots; blus for the
Playera 1've playsd sgalnst, green for publiisnexs I've heard fzom (whether I sud ox
Just got & sample), not to mention sub-pubbers whose games I°ve hoen in.

Coning very scon, yollow dots for players in uy games (and if/whan FNORD tecomes
a full-fledged wins, subbers). Also, there’s somy red dots for the collegos I heard
from when I made Nationel Marxit Finalist, and RO,'there are NC black dots.

All. those dots axe still xather sparse, but that should change.

How many pins are on your mep?’

((Over 120, though it's adout due for an updating.

Thanks for the photo of your monkey, Could you plesse send one of yourself?

Hope to sss you at LeperCon, I won't, though, ’ecause I won’t he thare, but you
should go nonetheless., Lot me know how it goes!))



From James Wall (1/20/54): j j
Hail Brueifexr:

I see by a certain plece: @f na11 that you are once agein recognized as the fount
of all that’s had 1n the hobby, lou.are a great lightulng rod, - Actuslly I can
synpathize with Wrobel as I had a-sigilar- Job done on 2 letter in Rauterbexrg s
Midlife Crilsls. What I see as the great strength of the Midwest Mob (MWM) is the
fact that 1 Just got hold of Paul, expresassd my displsasure with hls editing Jobu
on my letter, and he undersicod my posltion: and we went ou to much more pleasant
topicas. The fact that Wrobel went so far ae to print up a letter tc be malled ouil
to your ¢ adSﬂhhip Jugt shows the difference in how the Mob handles iiself compared
to the ¥00 and 0+hers 1a the Mid~itlantliec arex. Wnen sonecn® in the MWM pisses off
another, the person sfferdled jJuat tells the other to fuchk off over a beer or 5. The
ECC seens o be a very vindictlve Jobt zs a uneles. Thers are so many pecple mad at
each other you need a score Caxd.: And -bhe lengtns they go to:to make themselves
neard! Why the hell couldm't ihat have just been an insert to VYD to save someone
postage? Feople do have a right Lo oxpress anger at malireatmant, of course, but to
let 1t gel so polscnous Just stuna me. Thie 1s of course relerring to some of the
crap that I°ve netlced wlthout singling out any individuaia or specific examples.

Med Con will be in Madison. (fWiaconsin)) on Heroxial lay weekeud (I think that's
the one in fayl) ({Merk Frueh tells me that the dates aze May 25-28.)) It wild
1ikely be in my place ae all *hs other Mad people live in shoebox-sized aparirents.
Nice, but not dullt to hold o MW 8. al. get togethewr. Ch well, I am letiing you
know early so you have no excuse not to atiend (a 1ittle axm twisting). Seriously, -
if you get hare 111 nake yeu a Rhyekey Dew of your very own! You could be one of
a select few who ever trisd one. HNow that is a deal you just can't pass up!

Steve Knlght, you aowe me a letter.-

Sorry about that, the aldbum ended. ended. .

You know, I think 13’8 Jjust now started to aink in that I'1) gradvate in May. 1
haven't even applied to graduate gchool yet. I hope ic continue on here in Madieon
and get my maeters in Folitical °c¥ence. I may not know where or why, but I do
know what ané when so I should gﬁt my act together before too long. 1 hope.

Ve had & great ilme New Year's hers and hope you did as well., I don't thlnk the
Mob made contact with ByrneCon, only with the Oxe and Woman, and Langley's place.
Luedl condeded toc the Wapatull ((?7)) at 11:30 P bvefore midnite! Sure floored me.
He was one of the lasi standing, however, so J know he had a good time.

Th;z 1e long enowgh so 1’1l cloae hare before you beglin to snore lika the
U.S. 134th,

PS. What is youwr pellcy cn DNQ,/} FP? Did I nepd the “for print"” mote on the
front? 4

((Zzze28...%hati? Oh. No, you 9¢dn*t Lattezn sent oy way avre assuned to b=
for print unless thexe's a good rsspon noil to prinﬁ them.  Such rsascns would include
a requeat from the writer not to run it, s personal attack on someone, excessive
boringness, discuselen of topics not of inierest tp the general reedship, or whataver.
Steve Knight, you ows him a letter! And what the hell is a "general readship"?
Alag, I won't be ahle to make W ia ‘adoon. I°m saving my ncaey thie year for Kabln
Kon at Lake George, and that will aat up all two weelks of my pald vacation itime as
well. Doomies interssted in attending MadCon can write to James Wall, 27 N. Millas #3,
Madison, WI 53715 or Mark Frueh, 1013 Kilton St., Apt. #304, Madlison, WI 53715 for
further info.
Actually, I think that the EGG’S pethod of bkandling dleputes is preferable to
that of the MWM, So you were mad at Rauterbsrg, but the problem is that notody .
got to read about it, Wrobel did the right think An sending that letier arocund, .
although I would surely have publizhed it for him had he preferred it that way. But .-
in ny opinion, he was doing me a favor, because by sending oul the letter separataly.
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he drew psople’s attentlen to it and generated much healthy and interesting discuarion
of = vertinent hobby issvrs how far shouid an editor go In chopping up scmeope's
letler as a Joke? I°d give my right aom to keep getiing thoughtful letiers like
yowrs and Ken Peel's, e.g., and Ed'"s goilon cextalnly didn’t hurt matiera a bit.
You call i "polsonous™, but I thini It's healihy and deslrahle. 4s far as I am
concerned, EC Wrobel is oze of my hobby frisnds with whom I enjoy debaling hobby
igsues,

That's not 4o say, though. that the Mob's method of resplving thess things over
a fau boeers ien't fun either, - 4nd hey, I've met nost (all?) of your gang,
and can testify to your warmih and rrisdlinese, if not your controversiality.))

From Michaal Kettman (1/22/84):

Deax PRIX,

I just finished readiog VD #90 on the train on my way into work. Ouce again, I’
muet toll you how much I eanjy your megaszibe, incliwxiing the letter sscilon, However,
1 fndt T must welte and comment on your "eoming out of the closet" and dsclaring
youreell (o be an anarchist. I think you may have come out of ths wrong closet.
Anycrne who employs such strict Giing and has such extensive housarules can haxdly be
an anexchist. Anarchy stapds for the complete opposite. No rules. No deadiines.
Fo arbitravy declisions. From xhat I have obeexrved An your nsgawxine, I think you are
qulie ihe opposlie of an anarchist. -

¥hat I would ocugaest is that you ney e an elitist or an oligarchist., I don’t
guite undersiend yow: opposition to efforte to organire the nobby and provide soms
erdsr, Your houserules seem to indiecats that you valus organization and orxder quite
highiy. I aighi vonbure that you ave opoosed to those efforts becawuse they don't
suit your nweds or styls. I would think that the author of cne of the respucted
magazines in the hobby would take a lead in such efforts retiher then oppose them
and hide Zehind such an irappropriste labsl. But as you have olten mentlonsd In
your magszine, everyone has a right to dlsagres. Houwever, I thipk you oughi to ume
the right pomencilature in your opposition. I'm sure the anarchlsts out there would
aprraciate the withdrawal of such an orderly and detalled mind from theix ranks,

ene gqueation regexding your sdjudication in my moves for the QUASAR game in the
last issue., I tend to disagree with your ruling s& the order cculd only ba
interpreted as support for the move in Tusceny. A I am a ewb i the game, aud
rather late Iln the geme, it 1a not & aatter of 1lfe or death. For my own knouledge
and satlafaction, I would appreciate knowing how to write the ordar correctly.

That is the extent of my observations and I wiAll eay I never thought I would be
writlng such 2 leiter to VD as I bellieve I‘w a passive player in the gave. Well, I
guess there 1s no time 1ike the p'mlant for a change.

{{Indded., 1 hope you'll continme to let me anzl my readexship hear your views.

Ragaxding the adjudication in QUASAR, you wroty A Tus-Ven, A Rom S A Tus., When
writing an order to support a move, you must apeciiy the whole move that you are
supporting. The correct way to writ.e it would be A Tus~Ven, A Rom S A Tus-Ven; ox,
in VD's abbweviated notation, A Tus<Van {A Rom S). The eupport order s& you wrote
it 1a an order to support A Tue in place, which is 11legel when it ls ordered to move.

YD is "respscted"? DBlarf., But to answer your point, I ithink that we can
diastinguish very clearly between organimtion within the =zine 2nd crpanization within
the hobdby., I oxganize my houserules and my zine bacause I think it is useful to do
s5. 1 don't see the various hodbby organizations as "useivl”, st lsast not to the
extent shers any hobby member should be requlred to pay one ceant to support thea.
And, while “"anarchiszst® may not be the best word for my stance, I fhink it's pretty
closs to the mark. But 1’11 try to find a better closet to vmexrge fiom next time.
T™he pantry in Kaihy's kitchen is always nice...))



)
From Don Del Grande (1/28/84)y {j

Hex BRUX,

Ne, there hasn’t been a Docember Pacificon ~- I hed sopething slse to wrlte an
ryticine abnut. Sorry about that obvious advert in the article -« I almost mentliened
gettings ads in Lo Roy Heuricks for the 1984 Zine Reglaier, but I got that in ihe
next Life of Mouty aiready. Say, howzabout Jolning a game of Campalgn Trail?...

FiAask DO ROT FOLD, SPINDLE, OR MUTILATE THIS LETIER, as it has been folded for
you, Actuslly, whaen I 2ot my eighth bock from the Military Book Club, the back of
the billlng form (Like it always does) has a spmce for questions -~ I wanted to get
out of the club, so I wrcie that I wanted to leave the club., I expected the note to
ne ignored or Just looked over -~ two weeks later I got & letter smaying they would
stop wvending me order formé since I wanted to leave the club. So much for yowr story
({Conputers Don't Lie}), Besides, in California, appeals on death penalty sentences
are sutomatic -- 1 guess oo that Rose Bixd, chlef justice of the California Supreme

Jourt end dovount ilberal, caa heve it reducsd to 1ife imprisoiment wlth the possibility
oi parole, allowing the criminels to g0 free and sirike agein. KExcept for the bit
with Hose Bixd, it has happsned that death row iumates have beon released and sent
tack tn death row on a Daw chargs!

Teu ooy as well as 1 do that. I have to answer Mark Paul,.. Chaoslum still deaigns
Aunsguest -- the new verslon %o be sold by Avalon Hil1l shall e untouched by AH
davelopa:ra hands, according 1o eoms Chaoslum bigwlgse who were in Games of Berkeley
recently {Cheosiw is located in neighboring Albany). Samural and Machiaveill are
st431 thelr origloal Raitlelire verslons with an A/M logo put on, but they aren’'t
twue AH games yob, 3lke Fiatiop aud Freedom in the Celaxy (which have had minor
revisions)., As for fcguire, learn now to srsll’ Goir.g to Itinery, I°ve nevexr saon
tiease gages, but nob«:dy nan heve 100% winners, Illvmliuati 1s 1ike Diplomacy -- the
more, the merrieir. {ictually, it's 1like Kmmr in thet toc many playere epcil the
gams.,) FINALLY -- can anyons nama ong GDW game Tmt an AH remake -- & CDW original)
with a mapbtoard hacked with any type e of mounting?

Sorry. but I don’t Lave the tlme %o enisr yow contest. I will say this much as
a hints nay guote has nothlug to do in any way with Diplomacy, VD, or  BRUX,

FIEASE DO KOT POLL (you can t.pi!'m}.e and mutilete) T™HIS ZINE. I'm getting raad,y
for number 100 ~-~ it’11 probably BYe an 8-pager.

{(Well, don't look formward ao eagarl,y that you niss out on all the Julcy stuff
I have planned for the Gay Ninetlas.

Thanks for your comments in response to Mark P&ul 8 alxmt Zamces8. Retween you and
Ldm, we pretty much kesp Vh's zesders infocmed akout the gaming world outside of
Diplomecy -~ something that I uoulg not be abla ip do on my own, slnce ny gaming
experience is actually pretty limited. Thanke for writing.))

From Frad Davis {(1/25/84, in respc;am toa ptrlva‘i.-é Anguiry)s

Dear BRI : :

Yes, Albion probebly had over 2000 pages. Thore were exactly 50 issues. Earller
issuee had o only atout 25 pages, ‘m;t later onhes had up to 70, There were also
supplements with gume rules. If his zine averaged 5C pages, that would be a totai of
£50. If you waut to write Don Tyrnbull) dirvectly. hls addcress 1s1 3 Sedley Taylor Rd..
Cambridge, CBZ 2PW ENCLAND. 1°d think John Boyer's Impsssable + his variant sine, Losi
Horizons, may have reached 2000 pages. If you count hla work as Editor of the IDA
newsletter, m.glcxmac:g Revisu, and one of his special zines, Aguarius, he certalinly
reached the 2000 mark. Can’i say aboul Bunsstonse. Why not ask John leeder directly?
Ox asi Walt Buchanan, who still hap the Archives for ywe-1980 pubs, if there are any
others from tha Good 014 lays.

((Thanks for ths hints. It*s not that important to re to know exactdy who elas has
hit 2000 paxes. @0 I won’i do wl) Zhat writing, But I'm in pretiy goed company!)};
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{(X neglectsd to udd in my repily to Vxed®s leiter on the previous page that Alblonm,
founded in 1969, was the vary first British Diplomacy zine.})

b B

From James Wail {1/25/84):

BRIX,

It oppears that God now kaows that I'i slive! 1In issue 90, page 35, Le Lakes
offensc at something I sald corcerning today's eatablishment waes media. Well, 3%
swould appear I must row lel God {(Berci:}) ard snyone slse who carss (doudtfully
anyone; know what T meant.

Firat of £, polle on who writes and/or raporte on arciclezjnewscnsta show wall
over 6&"” label themsalves as Liberal. Second, todays literals in general fread not
ueeaasarily sveryons, but most) will oniy hring themseives to criticize Russh whern
they perform atwrocities on Caucasian European peoplie. The KAL-067 incident thus
rated condemnation. To date. howsver, if Cod will rocheck his articles, ths Wsshington
Poet hasn't sven admitted to thelr veaders that yellow raln la Cambodia exlsts. It
refexe ts it in grticjles with 2isuomsrs such as "allsxsd violetlons” of yellow raln.
If something is only sglleged then 1t is not secepted ms fact., If this yellow walp
¥ore in, 8ay, Austria, you'd better holisve ‘blocdy nurder would be screamed,
Furthermors. 1'd like to point out that the major medis nmaneges to get reporters into
Hlcaragun and 51 Salvador so as to write articles on how we are so alszulded for
helplog keep a democratically electad power in El Selvador. Why the lack of effoxt
when backward, fay off nations such gs Cambodia end Afghsnistan are ioveclved? Anawer:
it*s Dussia who is Anvolved, not the United Siates.

By the way, soll smaples have mooven Ruesisn chemical conplleity in both natlons’
Boil,

1 gusas I did do a poor Jjob at making my polat when I referxred to our press. My
poiot was not reporting news is at leust as blased es sxpressing opinions in news, {{?2})
Huwsh up Afghanistan. Canbodia. Ignore Russian violatlions of chemical wmifare treaties,
¥hy worn't Reagac sif down and tsli with Russia about nuclser wsapons dlsarrament.

They wouldan*i use them against lmnocents, would they God? Besldss admittlng these
faots instead of “alleged viclations" may atx‘angthoa tha peaition of thoee who support
Eeagan -~ nelther tne Washington Posi nor the K. Y. Tines would sver wamt to do that.

Ih is imporéant for Avsricans to ho exposed to boih sides #when forsigzn affsirs
are concexrned. It is equslily lmporitant wo meport sil news. I guesa I worry s 1litle
when I 2ee major Amorican institutions -~ that's what the Major Maes Medlia should be
considared ~- playing hush hush adbout provocgiive newa stories. Why isn’t the media
a8 concermad over Afghaplatan as it wae with Vietnam? Oranied Americsns aren’t
dying tut £ sure don't sea any 1 Anthony Lewis, Willliam Safire or Bill
Greider all upeat and preccoupied 2ither. Interesting food for thowhi in today’sa
1iberal, righis oxisinted left. Maybe w2 are the bad guys and shouwld tear our guta
out because ol El Salvador but they maybs again wy should be consistent and stand up
for all human beings, not just tna;se the left»orlﬁnted medin avlectis.

({1 think you would mske youxr points equally well if your xebutizl omitted the
sarcastic referenzes to "God" and ths characterizgtion of his comnents as “"he takes
¢ffense”. 1 didn’t ses them that way at all. :

To the lseue at hand, I tend to agree with you more thain Marik. It sometlames
scaras me that the news madla are 4o powerlul in this country, and 1 agrees ihai they
tend to downplay tho stories that might put the candidates/groups they support in an
unfavorahle 1ight. KaiL~007 could pot be downplayed bscauss it Javolved Amerilcans
and so hit too close to home. Afghanisztan snd the Soviet persecutlon of Jews, to name
two examples, ave storles that the nedla shy away from, in my opinlon. This whola
diacussion brings up the questlon of why media people are ®c liberal to begin with,
as & rule ~- scosthing I°ve nsver hsard expiained adequately.))



From Hon Galleia (1/28/84) s

/5

I Jjust got Supernova and the VD ssmple. Thanka! It was pretity thick compared to
the other zines. “Computers Don't 4 Argue stood out among the articles and letters.

Anyway, Larry Psexry and coaoone else mede mention of my last neme. I don't know
if 1t's an advantage oxr a disadvaniage. I don't think 1t will last long as a novelity,
thowzn,

Supernova had & lot to say. I pald special attentlon to "Gloom and Doom™ by
Randolph Sayth, and the "apacial” treaiment us novices gei. Thanks foxr offering
advice, but I wouldi't know apecifically what to ask. Maybe a brief 1ist of "don is"
wouid doa

T don’t know if a aub must b zsintained in order fo stand by in your mine, I
would probebly subseribe near the ond of the year when you would probably have opsninga
avaliable., If articles like “Hleamentis of Persusaioun” are very common, then it could
ba musii ssonex.

¥Well, thav's about all for now.

P.S. tho’= BParnis Oaklyn?

{(Thanks for writins, gnd in the process netiing yourself etill another free
issue of ¥D. This one's a bii moxe iypical than the saaple #90 you recsived. I try
to go with 22 to 3% pageu per issue, usumlly. As for "Elements of Farsuasion”, I
don*t think articlee Like that are vsry common a%t all! Even weird minds like my own
can concelve thess cragy 1ldeas only sc often...

Bernis Oaklyn is a pseudonyn for Bernard Tystick, He folded hie sins s couple of
years sge, so doesn*t merit nuch discusslon hers any more, dbut in his day he waa
notorlous for his dishonsst publishing and GMing practlices .- ateallng sub money,
changing players’ orders, puiiing hls son in hls games under a psewionym and using
a naildrop so the othsr playars wouldn't catch on, etc. Supexnova still contalpe a
boand waming about him, although it mey not be necsssary 8o long as he is not
publishing.

in VI, a sub must be maintalned in order o stand by. However, I do not encourage
people o sub here simply for the purpese of waiting to get into a gams, since
there won‘t be any openirgs ir tha forsecable future., Rathex, sub here if you enjoy
the reading matarlal. '

Well, I guess I can kellave a last name of "Gallcia®, Now, 1L someone wrote ue
calling himself “Roa Mid-Atlantic Ocean", then I might get suspiclous that someone's
pulli.n.g By leg ‘Mo:o

You ashed for a hrief liat of "don®ts" for a hobby novice. I am happy to offer
you and other newcomars a brisf nat. of some do's a.nd. don*ts, some of which are
covered in Superucva.

Don’t gat involved In more gméa than you can: handla. Take it oasy.
Ehn“t stop witing to other plsyers in your gg.mu. even your eneales.

Don’1 get angry regarding something thathamnainama And if you are angry,
do wait iwo or three daye before writing to the pprson you ave mad at.

Do expect your Qis {0 be tine].;r and consistent, and if you feel you have been
trested unfalrly in any way, write ‘your (M a calm and courteous explanation of howyou
feel bLefore telling anyone else about the pmbloq

Do try to make friends through’'the hobby, as it w»ill bte enjoyabls all the moxe
uhen you do, You can do this in YOUT gaues, ox by coentributing letters or articles
to zineo.

Do expect your (s to provide you with a good set of houssrules, so that you will
kmuhowthsym going to rule in your gmmes. GMs who will not do this either haven‘t
figured out their procedures in adivancq, or they have  and aren’t telling thelr
players about 1it,

Don't dxop out of a game if you loas interest. Play out the poor positions, but
if you runy can't go on, #send iu a nnisnatinn wi.th a finml set of oxrdera.))

.h
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From Joff Punches (2/1/84);

Dezy TRIK,

oo« (PEGASUS) was good while it lasted -- mow your job ie tn get me into anoiher
gama -~ I’11 sven pay the geme feo, I'm mally onjoyi*:g Jake Halversiadi's Preszidential
Folledsn encept for my eoon-ito-be~depleted itrcasury. Anyone among the RopuhL cans
feal 1l comtzibuiing seme dowh to o good old-boy Demoorat? I'1) walt to see how
the Few Tork elsetion comes out.

¥ot pueh psw hers in Jaliforaila -« weather's bes great and I've been working
too daan hard to snjoy At. 1've boen treweling & loi latsly -~ mostly to Orlando,
Fiewida. I°7¢ enjoyed EPCUT = Yot dut aw getiing elck of 1t afier 5 times. I always
travol with diffepeat peoule and they alweys want to go -~ &% least thay sexve good
: - [a « & e
beez, Humalog cut of papexr eo 1711 shud up. Sye, President

Jeff

({(Bye, e Fﬁf‘ﬁ azﬁ?f{ét{ﬁ{!sﬁdﬁs :

Coal, Ive "*vm wanting 1o get Lo EFCOT dom yeare pow. Meybe sumedsy Af I get
conn to visit Jeff and Lias Hote, or Kewry end Xaren Blavt, X"11l make 1{ here.

anymay, yosh, Pyssidsntlel Polltlos is gudie the TMlast, ne? Wali®ld you ses the
latesl hilerions sorew-up by Poeaident Linsey, if Jaks porlnte it...

Avothor RDiplomgey gere? Yall, hay, thoere are plenty of grest elnss out thors,
Boks with cpenings...)

Fron Jen Yagex {1728704)

Liena BRUN,

I mesivzd Lsse #9 of VD) and, I'm sad io have Lo rsport. it was defactive. Thexs
was nothing printed on the side of the shest where page 23 waa supponsd to bo. AB &
wault, I's zissing a numbezr of valualtle guotes as well as pari of tha Insizuctions
as to #ual 1o do with thom.

i wvils appreciate it very much AL you would jplouse ssnd me another page
63/64, this tims printed cn both sides. And; aince I's a very ressoualile sort of
feliow, dern'! waste the postage on a cepszate melling. iInsiead Just incliude 1t glong
with the mexi mallirg of VL.

I snlyed Rol) Over BosthovenCon very much and was guite &pmamd with the
guality of work that wonmi into that. Kesp up the good work.

({ah, e Joys of uelng a di 44to maching. Unfortunztaly, the problen you demcribe
happsus every now and then. & xeplaccnest issue raw ooy seat. Other Docales who
sneountes hlanfi or 13leglihle re.gou showldd ot ms oy, as 1wl alwars do ny best
to nake swod. ..

Glad you 1lked the play.))

PRI GBRSIICISIHABARIBUABIRSAI

Deadbeat cornexs The followiﬁg publichers or ax-publishers owe me money or
isaues that thay have refused to nend me after several requests.

Dave Manuel and Blll LaFosse Loth folded thelr sines without sending refunds,
althowgh both are mo longer active in the hobhy.

Glen Taylor hasn’t been heaxrd from since last summer, tc my koowledge., I still
have some lssuas lefi in ay sud to DIJAGH.

Jack Masters stlil haus about a dozen stamps that I sent him for copies of Peck.
He is stlil playing but not publishing, as far as 1 am aware.

Dick Martin owes me one 1ssus of Retaliation which he refuses to sond me. He is
#till very uctive in the hobby.

On » happier note, Gregg Fritz has (after ¢ months) refunded my subd money to
his folded zine, Damn the Toxpedoea.




COMPLEX RULES CAN ADD REALISM, COLOR AND EXCITEMENT TO GAMES. THEY CAN ALSO ADD
BOREDOM AND UNPLAYABILITY. TO POINT OUT SOME EXAMPLES... (by Mark Paul)

Freedom in the Galaxy is the state of the art as far as sclence fiction
ganling goes. It is extremely complex, but well worth the effort., It leaves
Traveller 1ight years behind. Avalon Hill knew what 1t was dolng when it

" bought this game from SPI, Can you imagine this
masterpiece in the hands of the wizards of
Lake Geneva?

Battlefleet: Mars shows how far game designers
can go in trying to put realism in a situation
that is supposed to be fiction in the first-
place. A friend mistakenly threw mine away. .
I considered it an :anmvenant on the design,

Conquistador may be the best

adventure game on the market. It's
detailed and requires a bit of book-
keeping, but 1t's well done all the
same. How else can you rape, plllage,

and plunder in the comfort of your o . :
~oWn hone? ' z 2
[ -4 . -
| ho*\ 7
Whoever ‘ g
;. invented the °
& phrase "royal ' ~ ’
bore” had to R > - |

have Down With the King on his’

mind. If your court person

has to sneeze you consult the |
handkerchief chart, spin and see’
if he's successful. What fun...
that's:a question, not a comment.

< A

L

Flattop 1s one of the few wargaming products that _
succeed both as a simulation and a game. It's the o ,

most complex game I've ever tried, but it's a blast. - Then there's The Str
Comparing this to Richtofen's War is like comparing . of Nations. I lost all
James Watt and Daniel Webster as speakers. . confidence in the readers -
e o - of The General when they ranked .
g P > ’) " this game S0 low. 1t may just be the ..
! - T best wargame on the market, but most |
-— ——— gamers are going to take one look at

il 7 B - the Reader's Buying Guide and forget it. !

I've convinced three wargamers to try it, and !

w each has sald 1t's the best product Avalon Hill
P ~— has, Spare Diplomacy, Kingmaker, and Acquire
e — N : and I'd agree, ' ' ’




Suteitted to VD by one of my coworkers... ! 8
¥inning the Pullet Suprise

by Richard Lederer

One of the fringe bernefliis of belug an English teacher s receiving the occasional
Jewel of a student blooper in a compositlon. The oxiginal student blunder prohebly
dates bteck to the day mome poor pupil first touched quill pen to parchment. Ever
slnce, atudents heve shown & remarkable facility for confusing words that possess
slailar sourds but entirely dJiffsrent meanings or glving a droll twist to the simplest
of facte. The results range from the pathstic to the hilarious to the unintentionally
insightful. PFrom my own cuilings and frcm the collections of other teachers come
these student howlevs, each a cortifiably pure gem of fractursd Lnglish

In 1957, Eugeno 0°Naill wonm & Pullet Suprise.

The bowels ave a, e, 1, o, u and sometimes w and y.

Socrates dled from an overdoss of wedlock.

The death of Franels Mavoabsr waz & turning poiat ir his life.

A virgin forest iz a place where ihe hand of man has never set foot.

Rural life ia found mostly in the country.

1In Act II, Hamlet 1a lofi on stage to relieve himself iu his longest rcliloquy.

A horse divided agsinst itself camnet stand.

The Freeldent of the Unitcd States, in having forelign affairs, has to have the
conzent of the Ssaate.

The difference kwtwesn a king and a president is that a king is the mson of his
father but a president isn't.

It was the palinter Donatellic’s !ntersst in the famale nude that made him the father
of the Ronalssancs.

Gecmetzy teaches us to bisex anglec.

If one engle of a triengle is mors than 90 degress the trisngle is obscene,
Arabs wear turbines on their heads.

To collect eulphur, hold a deacen over a flame in a test tube.

In many states murdsrerz are put to death by eleectrolysis.

Henry VIII found welklng difficult berause he had an abbses on his Inee.

The Gorgons had long snakes in their halr. fThey looiwd like women only more
horrible.

A morality play 1s & rlay In shich the characiers are goblina, ghosts. virgins and
other mythieal crestures,

During the years 1933-1938, thaie wGre domestice probvlems at home as well && alrosd.
Bach was the most famous compoger in the world and so was Handel.

The family group consistsd of thiree edults an@ six aduliresses,

Richard III bacame & usarer when he took the throne from Edward IV.

Growlng on the lattice work wersz plnk and yellow concubines,

Necessity is the mother of conveontion. '

Zanzibar 1s noted for its monkeys. The Britleh Governor lives there.

Lady Macbeth trlea to convince Mscbath %o kill the king by attacking his manhood.



Thie belongs in the snele of English literaturs,.
Defoes wroie slmply and sometimes érudly.
Shakespeare wote tragedies, a.mmediss and errors.
Foe was kicksd out of West Point for ganboling,

Chaucer was a great English poet who wrote many poeas and verses and soreiinmes
wrote literature.

W¥hitnan wrote much 1lliteraciion and compacked verse, He often wrote long and
ruabling lines.

Floods from the Mississlppl may e preventad by putiing viz demes in the river.
A pessive verd lg shen the subjact 18 the sufferer, as "1 am loved.”
Unleavensd bread it made withbut eny ingredisntas.

They {the Puritens} thought every event algnificant sinos it was a measage from
i}Odc e

In “The Glasa Menagerie,” Laura’s leg keepa coming bsiween her and othsr psople.
Wheze there are o fresh vegetables you can alwaye gei canned.

Abatinence 1t a good thing practicsd in modoration.

At thres years of age oy fether was killed in the wer.

To be a good nurse you nuoh Do a,b'mlut.aly gtorile.

My favorite turmed up in a fellow scholar‘s eomposition in my freehman English
class at collaeges "The girl itumbled down the stairs and lay prostiiute at the bottom.”

"My dsar alr,” the profeassor responded in the margin, "you muast learn to distingulsh
between a fallen woman and one who has merely sllipped.”

In VD #66, Bob Dlaen wrote ai article about "The P&Im and the Dipimaster”. In
YD #76, “Fark Berch wrote a sequel. These two ariicles were tio of the heat sver to
appsar in thess peges. (Doomies who would )ike to pes them may do so by ssnding me
& large SASE.) I have besn txyizng for & few montiis to come up with a third installment
to the sexiss, which would do Justice io ths fivet iwo. And here axe the fruits of
my labors...

The Piigrin and the Dipimasiex
C . Paxrt III ' :
‘ by BRUX Linsey
The Dipimaster gased down the rugged mountainside and frowned as he watched the
tiny figure of the Pilgrim thousands of feot below, sixuggling to ascond the lonely,
Jagmed peak once again., Many montha had paased since thelr laiest encounter apd the
Dipinaster was not eager to endunp still another interruption of his beloved solitude.
He shut his eysa for n moment, as even the green styrofoas hat he uar wearing did not
do much to significantly reduce the glare of the mumn, and then loocked down again at
the Pllgris, whe ms struggling for still another footholds olinging te yet another
rocky outcropping. At that distance, even Olzen locked amall, he thought. Than,
with a eigh of annoyance, he turned back into his cave and retwrn to hiis analysis of
the oorrelatlon bstween French fourth-place finiehes and English eliminations.
Seversl more months passed. At last, there was the sowd of shuffling feet and
deep treathing, and then the Pilgrim appeared at the cave’s eatrmnce.
"Greetings, Pilgrim,” began the Dipimaster. "I ses ycu have returned yet again.
51t dow; make yourself at home.”
The Pilgriz nuttered a barely audible expression of gratlitude, grabtbed a nearty
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shest of paper, wiped the pevupiraiion off his fece, and cruapled up the papsr and
tosssd it out of the cave and down the mouniainside.

"Eeecckl™ Scraached itho Dipimastsr in horvor, "You Just desizoyed all my work
of the past six monthe! That was my analysis of the corvelution botwsen French fourth-
nlace finlshea and English eliainations!®

The Pllgrim awmbled an apclogy, then ndded, "But thank Berch that it wasan't
anything Ampustent,®

"What do you want this tize, Olsen?” queried the Dipicaster, his brow furrowed in
annoyance. “I sweaxr, 1if this keeps vp I'a going to have to grow some halr so it can
atand on end for these occasicns."

"0 Graat Dipimantex!® began tha Pligrim, "I em hove once sgsin to seck your help.
Thia nobby of ours, it Aistressss me."

"Dlatzenses you! You see, I was right Oleen. You don't bolong. Last time you
¥ere here, I tried to tell you that."

"0 Grezt One, ylease forgive me., I love this hodbby, but wouldn’t it be so much
soroc pleasant if we didn't have to dexl with sll these Feuds?" :

The Dipimsster starad in dlsbelief. "Yhat was that you aaid, Olsen? You have
vasd the forbidden wordlc

"Fouda? Why is that forhl,..® ‘

"No, ne, Ulaen. You used thes word if, I thousht you learusd youx lesson the
firet tino wo zot. Hover wish for tami which can nover he. Never atterpt to purasus
the aitozuats paths of reality, for in such exexrcises one alwaya encounters di:-
appoininents of unforeseen nature and magnitude. accapt reslity as It is and be
ahpoy w#ith it.," The Dipimaster ended with a note of Zinglity.

The Zllgrim was not sstlsfled, "But Perch, O Knowlodgoalle Cne," he preisted,
"What if thexs were no feuds? Whati AF the people in the hobby who are involved in
all thess peity arguments jJust hadn*t found out about Diplomacy to bezin with? What
if,.." his voilcs trailed of?f,

"1 car see there 18 no convinelns you." sighed the Dipimaster, *“Yhere ia By
crystal bell?”

The cxysial bwmll flew off theo telle bshind the Dinimaster, arcked through the
alr, and crach-landed right on top of the Diplmaster*s green styrofoam hat.

"Youch!” eried the Diplmaster in pain. “Haven®t I told you not to do that?
fiol) to me when I call you, for Berch's sake!™

The ball tumed a shade of desp pirk for a moment.

"Apology accepted. HNow, the Pilgrim here nseds to be taught a lesson, sc get
veady to perfom your hymmotie hypotheticals routine. Olsen! Just what exactly
would you like to see? You mentloned that you wented no more fewders, Who do you
propoae to do away with?" R - -

“Hell, let's see. Cary's Ymen in a few feuds, Suppose..." He never finished
the sentence. The cave and mountain became hazy...hazy. The Dipilnaster faded into
obscurity and the crystial ball grew larger and laxger until it filled the whole cave...

The Pilgrim. awoke as from a deep sleep and started. He was in 2 small room with
a large dictlonary on a plain woodaj'n table as his only companion. He staggered over
and looked at the cover of the dictlonary, and read the words, "Webster’s Unabrldged
Dictionary of the Martlnese Language." But strangsly enough when he opensd it, all
of the pages were tlank. In this path of alternate reality, the world had not yet
learned any words in the Martinese languags.

Now the room faded and he found himself outside, walking down a long and winding
-road. OSwuddenly a cow came around one of the bends, obviously looking for ther lost
master, and spoke to the Pilgrim,

"Mocooocoove, Mister! You've got a long way to go and it's so easy to get lost on
this long, dishonest highway!”

"Dishonest highway?" wondsred the Pilgrim out loud.
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"Yes, Mister! Iin'i you know ihei dichonest and ercoii:d mean the same thing?
Nobody has taudmt ws Martinese yet!"

The Pilgrim wailked farther, and soon came to a small, dishonest man dullding a
smell, dishonest house, and drinking a drunkard bevsrage.

"Excuse ae. Sir," vantuxed the Pils::ia. "but can you tell me how to get back to
the Mountain of the Dipimaster?”

"Rightful ass that crose mrdn"' rapliad the man, roiating to a fence in the
distance, :

"What?" the Pilgrim asked, ; T

“Don't you know that ’‘rightfw}’ moans ‘Juat?’, 'ass® means 'behind’. and ‘eross
swords' msans ‘fence'7?" the map explained. "Look, Mister, we have nobody to teach
us Martinese, so words mean shatever s uant ther to mean herw. Ron go behind that
fonce and take & communistl®

The Pllgriz walked bshind the fonoe ~and took a ioft, and found himself back at
the Mountain. Then hc awoke again as though from a desp aleep and found himself
back in the cave, facing the Diplmestor..- :

"You goa, Oltsn?" sald the Diplmastor. “Without Gaxy we'd hawe nobody io explaln
Hexrtipess t0 us. Conmunication would become next to impossible as s11 the words wouldd
start teking on new meanings. And we need to commiriicate in oxdsx to play Diplomacyl®

*I see, O Great Oue,” reasponded the Pllgrim. "But what sbout Keihy Byrne? She's
bsea in some feude too, What Af ehe had never. fomd out ahout Diplomacy?

The cave melted awxay aﬂ,’nim antl tha Pﬂgﬂn found: :.im&elf in the aliddie of a
freezing, driving .slastoxa in downptown New York City. Lo wandexud atout aimlessly,
shivering with the bitter cold, byt he had nowherc to go. As he trudged along, he
recognized the facez of seversl cther Diplomacy playsxs ~~ Grouch, Woody, BRUX, Lousy,
Carusc -~ all out in the ruain with nowhere to go. Somebody pulled out a Diplomacy
bard and aet 1t up on the sidewalk in the pouwrlng rain, The ' lightning
flashed wickedly; the thunder reared ominously. It was the most uncomlfortable Diplomacy
game in hobby Liistory, It came to 'a premature ond when s particularly huge torrent of

watar suddenly washed auay most of the units from the board and down & nearby sswer.

"Gosh;" somebody muttered, “thqsse ByrneCong Jjust aven't the same without Kathy
{o hoat theh,.."

e oand suddenly the Pllgrim sas back in the cave.

"You ses, Olsen." the Dipimasier was saying, "Without Kathy, ByrmeCons wouldn®t
ba nearly as fun, You wouldn't want that to happen, would you?"

The Pllgrim was silent for a minute. Then he responded. “But surely we oould:
get along very well wiihoui John Boardman! Why, thai old fart has caused 8o nany
hard fealivgs, . "

The Dipimaster passed his hsnd over the crystal ball and agein the Pllgrim found
himself in an a:lmmata path of Diydm reality...

The emrelope hore the return a 8s of his lwsr Kuthy Byrne. With fumbling
fingexs he tore 1t open and read the-enclosed misg..va.

"Darling,” 1t began, "X Imow I'm acupposed to b your swmectheart in scms hobby --
but for the life of me I can't figure out shich hobby, 30 I guens thla is goodbys..."

The noxt snvelope wan from Masysry, and toe letter read, “"Desr Bob, Something %4eils
me I'nm supposed to be inflicting kiife wounde Jrn your tack, but how does oue do this
by mail? I foel wfuwifilled.e..” !

The lasi suvelops in his madl that day was frow ERUX. “Dear Bod," 1t read, "i'm
writing becauss I have this Mmdihlu urge o lie to you sbout something, but don't
a2k ga why..."

The room faded, and the Pilgrim faced the Dipimester once rore.

"Yon see, Olsent” said the latter, "Without . PEoardszon, = wuldn't avon have
pestad Diplomacy at all. You and evexyone else would b» stuck doing your respective
things without the gaxe as a backdrop. Now what fun sould that be?"

"Buto o bibe. . " the Pllgrim was clsarly shaken now. “wost Lf we got rid of,..
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of BRIX? Just think of al) the feuds “lat no‘e been in! Certainly the hobby would
be better off without BRUX." ’

The Dipimaster smorted. "Watch 1:i. Bub. You'ro picking cn ay chisf clisnt nowi"

But agein he suamoned his crystzl wll. The cave 8ot larger...larger...the walle
stretched to infinity..,

A large, fresh'mud ple went salling through the alr znd caught Olsen flush in the
cheek. Laughter rang’ through the fislde of Dipdom, then a bevy of ragged littie
urchlns sampered away. Olsen wiped the mud off his face in disgust.

Nearly, another 1ittle group of snot-nosed brate was sitiing playing Diplomacy.
Olsen approached them Just in time to hear one of them say. "Ammy Flagmntrskt to
Hrglbxtil® '

Olsen walked up to the confused youngster and instinetively put his arm around
him, “W¥hat did you 2ay?" he inquired.

r] =aid, 'Arny Flgantrskt to Hrglbxtl,® and get your hands off ne, Mister!®
retorted the boy. "That means the same ae F].eet Kiel to Helgchnd, if you really
hafta knO'lh n

"But how do you get ‘Klel' cut of ‘I“I.mntmkt' or "{algoland' out of *Hrzlhxti*?"
asked Oluen. "Besides, you've misledeled tho unit.”

"%a don’t have to write our vrders »ight, Mister," maased another of the young-
sters. "Here in Dipdom, housorules are obsolete. 0 got lost!” He spit in Qlden’s
face. .

Olsen left the obnexious group and mbled on. ['ron thz woods nearby he heard
catecalls and hissss. These esunds were milxsd with the sounds of little boys mis-
ordering thelir units, Dipdom was z hellhole. Without IRUXK and the Houmserules,
the naughty liiile kide were allowed to multiply unchecked. A stone caught him in
the head, and the scene faded,..

»ecad he was dack in the cave. “0 Dipimaster,"” he oried. "The hobby is not

better off without BRUX! I have learned my lesson and will never again wish for
that which cau never be! At last I see the lighi, and there wiil be no moxe need
for re to consuli you ever again."

“Baxrch willing,” mumbled the Dipimasisr under his breath. Aloud, he said, “Well,
you riever know, Olsen, you never know. Who knows whai crazy ploi some obecure Doomile
ip geing to come up with next =0 that you and I will have reason to meet again a
fow months down the road...”

And the Dipluaster bade the Pilgrim goodbye, wniil the next time...

BRIK
Bruce Linsey
73 Ashuslot St.: Apta 3
Dalton, MA 01226
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