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& o BOJER,, 8 onely possibie that somswheie
Thes welisyr fhon V0.

¥Yell, be YD is mevex xatup ‘but soneiimes VFJ w:l&ze* are.  Happy welated VI
ta all you swoatheavts ou thexep & neslac&ad Ao mention it last issuo.

Down to business. In case I don’t get to print his isiter this time, James

-Hobdaon. PO Box 186k5, Corpus Christl, X 78418 wsnis me 4o advertise that he is

®illing to trade info regerding the Quote contasi. He ss3 he already has 18 of them.
Spenking of which, those of you #no rsad this Assue carefully aight Tind a few clues
hidden here and thers. Thsn aga#n, Fou migot note..
~ Seems I had trouble geiiing the wording right onm f.L.e Dﬁ.ppy Spaces Quiz, question
#5, The question should resds YFrom which land apace 1s it Lnpossiblo for an English
wait to retreant as the result of a Russisn-supported Turkish attack in 19047". Sea
apaces will Lot be accepted sa a;{mesmg and .dosmit, that's suppossd to bo army, not
unit You get the idsa, &5 I tyme this, I havs no entries for either contest.

T Gary Coughlan, 4614 Marihe }.a Lane, Hemphls, TN 39118 pullishes the very
entsriaining Europa Bxpresa and ho hes Jjusl come out with 3 very spsclal FREE issus,
describling hs.s trip to Euzcps. .¢2mnks to Gary fox an axcellent Job. @ is, in my

- opiunion, the very best zine in the hobby. If you haven’ t seen 1t, you're golug tu

dle.
Back to the topil.c at aontsat F«..I hg,we mcaiwd uore ﬂmn ohe protest. that Sieve
Knight should have won Doomie of the fear. Folks. it's nolt a serious contest, I
Just sorta choose the m‘ainatioq Yest essay/most deservisg candidate, but the ides
our ium:.i%e ﬁoogia ot Yo wi.n? . Bo

Anyons wno skips tha 1” fGL}L pgrasa thia issue i& 4 meaeochist.

And one of ny readers wmtss nSorry, I didn’t find °Computere Don"t Argue’ fraouy
at all, °Picking Your Hose,' hoyever, was the Tunniest I've gver read...but don’ti
tell anyons I said that.” 0K, I won't, but I wuidd Yike to kuow if there aye any

 more dloset cases out thma pao ffa who wtmxy liked that art:icx.a. Anonymity
_smmgnzeqmst. ; B - e _ _ o

. The M ot‘ Dooa. .'ui 2 Jomma; caf pqs;u ;E};.;le%c} wb}.i@ad avery fow and then

by Bruee Tineey, 73 Ashysiot sz.gtﬁpt. 3. Paltor, 54 C1226.  Fhons (413) 684-0567.

Subs ars-10 issves foxr $5.07. 5ia bye aqe. wmaﬁa. There arye m: gamne opsnings.
mplmgx ie a regiat.e « A L camrk f'cu a gams. imremaa by ﬁllan B. Csl!mmer

ﬁand enpy::isbtod by dvelonital,

The deadline for all games emilum& herela is %arch 16, 1984,

!
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Heww b Cogb Yorr Moves with Warn huzsles

Pons A wms G £lent to 42l us that a spoonivl of sugar helps the medlelns
3 Lifa, we Trequenily make wse of thls prineiple when dealing wii:

. owe Yy to pubt owr actions in ihe kil possiltle light whenever

v o do thia 1o cxder to Slarify & geoulne mimumderastanding, or to

e Centt went Erewny 1% is humae natuwrw o meke oneasli appear ae

foy smisidara, 2upealally ghen we nwves rocsons to valuw thelr opinious.

othe Diplomsoy hobby ace all uaurity Little children caught

ne oackis wr, since thils sort of wbavior manifesis iteell over

doa8 well, D ssno casas, 8 mlayer s woves tell the whole story:

cannot e hidden “whiod a scraen of oweet-talk any more than the

-;:w's.s.';;fr of & aouulne i1y geed such expicrvatlon. Bub one of the

D the oene of Dipiomsey 18 chat, in & #eil-played gaus, most

:l.n .,st rv'-m.muw mtmun t.hasm bm zmsremeao Thws, deapite the

w4
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SO AL vine, #2te of orders can e plaged

5 k‘-zsr;a' Toom omg :sa.nch.,x; i ,md}.ug upon uhe diplomaic

ERE F dhe plarers sotmitting thes,

ng boes Ay seiloween theorstleal rut agaln, demmlit. How about one of

sasmwlns, elen from the recantly-concluded Swedizh Rowmdsbout? My Drancs
Yartans Teivie allisuce and early on, I was twylsg to set up Bob Osuch™s

k43331, Randelph Buyth, play‘!.ng Gerpany, suggested the Fall 01

c Taetieally. bhis move may hove teen the bost one avallable, but
5 net being wui they ersn®t, 1 dowst ay ability to convimes Iialy

iatentions aefter making such 2 move. S'nee I wanisd to bhuy an astxs
we sgprosalion n dhe Bedlterzeossn, and sfvor 1 wman®t sure of sither of
' ~asih, §desided to sveld (ipping my had and moved © Hid-Spe{ac)
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wowmband,
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bt then teo® sane s letier from fmuch wondeving why I had
sertt rather than the north.  Afer all, F Spa{ac} has far more
wn does F Hpalneg),. or for that satier, P Poxr. So Bob'a
gnd had o be sszwsved.  Osriatniy, tho move wus eubizucus {in
i Aaj, amod se it had 3 be portrayed inm the best
epd simut my rephr tafore writing it, If I
wove nad not hostils, ks could loge a signifleent
Thely. L ostarted by tolliing bhim that no agroements
‘utaka Spaln, mt&atmmw vas not s atab. Why
A go recsen 0o olo. anythiag ® Spalne) eould do,
LB LLonr v aoor, Unw fleoh was et ghle to dufend against
should o o G mas ’ia 3 seuy 0 kwsp s #oosdght facs postally!), end
. i usheopy oitewes? anen 434 o come to e 1t cocd e uesd for ay (supposed’
sxning attach on Zogiend.  In facd, it was botier dieg:ised by belng on the south
cpnat, T EsY Soh, rincs T covld Aow axplain At awsy to the Engliﬁhman es anti--ltalian’
Well, tho w urbinas worked even though I think Bob won atill susplelous, and I
stpobed him e f;%ﬁm Metay dn bR, But the m.mt 33 that ay =tory was wought Yecauae
1t vas bellevehla, ¥ HiA ‘ape,{a»“s could very well have preesded  en rttack on
ingland, wnd beoked up with oy ciaims to that afwet,a it was s0ld as such,
Enough of the nummple, though. Vhether you 4rn txying to esi up a Big Lie orx
peedlly momeone whom vou do ngl rian Lo deiray. 15 pays to beck up your moves with
aego tlationn tha,i wrteny hes it as inpocucus & SEINGT &8 you can. Warm fuseles,
87 you wAll. Tho mmus movem that nlght nosmslly prowvele an attack of retaliation just
ey be tolaxsied when poooapanied by s pood eXplesaticn, true or mot. (And low-profils
roves &re of courss auch easler i pets off in this sanper, 80 in general save your
xonl surprisos for “hes Big Stab -~ bBal o 'v nnother arilcle.)

Thila fa joel 098 BOTe why A5 v ol ~"ag3k,\atioﬂ aad dspiopacy onn gifect the cowres
the aaee - s neiwldl bipd feesotha o} BRUFerx, o e vasd egainst your opprasnis.
L bwer. gevor agsdnst ue,

.._,'3




ORICON 1982Y

SPAIN FINALLY FALLS; ENGLARD GROWS TO FIVE!

Swmer 1911
ITALYs A Mar x PIE
Fall 1911 \
ENGLAND (Ansoff): F Ht.h«Lozi. F dwy-SHE, ¥ BAT-H
FRANCE (Willlame): gs m(d;rcaa,ms FH)HSA_E.AHARSA_J}I.
s A.BUR S A Har
GERMANY (ws.ttmnd). I—-Nw ¢ F Sue~BOT, F Kis-BAL, A Bel-RUHM, 4 MUK 8 A 811 (oMM},
A FER S A Nvn, A LVN-Wax
ITALY (Hewerton)s ?_m‘ VIE S TURKISA A-Gal=Boh (H30), ¥ NAP H,
SPA "'or

RUSS1A sBe:ﬂarle)in)l A -Lyn, A PRU-9A1, A_W L
TURKEY {Leritte)s ¥ Imumn F Lyo-ﬁpa. F_NAR-#1id, ¥ Tyz-LYO, A ARM H,

A BOM S ITAL M, A GAL 8 S NSSTAN A Wex (OTM), F Con-BLA,

A Hua- S ———
Supply Canter Chart:
ENGLAND; Lvp, Nwy, StP, LON, SWE 5, butld 2 (room for 1)
FRANCE: Par, Bre, MAR, Pox, ?‘# 44 &, remove 1
GERMANY; Homs, Den, Hol, Bel, ##f, Edi 7+ remove 1
ITALY: Ven, Rom, NAP, Gxu, Txi, me, k£, spa 7, buildd 1
RUSSIAs Moe, War, fdY 2, remove 1
TURKMY: Home, Bul, Ser, Bud, Rum, #£p, Tun, SEY 9: svan

Gams Notes: The F/G/T draw proposed last seacon did not puss. Proposed now is an
(1legal) concaasion to Austria. Pleaae dn not vote by next desdline.

Tross;

KAISER to PROF'. LERITTE: Well, I“ll say this for you, Gooxge -~-- you suxe do atick to
the game plan.
ENCLAND to BRUK: I understand tha.t your houserules requize you to edit my ordars,
but kindly leave ny preas alone. .X{ X had Intendsd to sey "Ratiray Head had been
pagsed,” I would havs done so. When you are aboard a moving ahlp, you appsar to %o be
stationary and the land appears tg nove. Impmaq,s.oniatic. get 1t?
ERUX to ENGLAND: 3Sorxy 'bout tl'mt, ol¢ chayp! -
FRANCE to TURKEY: Flease accept gy most cordial thanks for your kind and useful
warning concerning (exmany harhor.’:.ng future designs upon my territory. I have also
suffered from apprehension about Germany's ambitipne. If posslble, 1 would appreciate
it 1f you would enlighten me in ong additlonal arsa. WHAT IN HELYL DO YOU EXFECT MB
TO DO ABOUT IT WITH YOU AND ITALY CRAWLING UP MY ASS LIXE A CHEAP PAIR OF wmam'r
CHRISTIANA ((via ENCLAND)): The snow still lay hpavy on the banks of the fjoxd, but
the tresse which rufiled the Royal Standardatm?uintruok caxrisd & hint of Spring.
A Dbitter Spring, thought the Capiain as he stood before the ranks by the gangway,
Aod more bBitter still for the portly, greylag man bteside him, his ncndescript
clothing at odds with the panoply of mmifoms.

"He 1is late,” xemarked the grey man guletly.

"Quits 80, your Majesty,” the Captain. , _

‘On the gangway platform, o loétnut tensed. "Two boats approaching from astern
Sixt» '

((ORION continues next page))
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The Marines on the guartardeck prossnted arms, end the boziswein®s pipe skirlsd,
A a@light serape agunded as the {irst boat came alongsids., The lookout rendsred a
salute, faced inboard,; and tewled out "His Royal Highness, the King of Yorwayl®

The tyo kinge clacped hands at the hoad of the ganguay, welksd together acress
the quartordeck, snd disappsared into the wardroen PaGsagoNay.

“You pny pipe ‘ctand easy,’ Mr. Bristow," sald the Castainm, “The guard will
Tenpln at thelir posts.”

"Yery good siv.”

The Captaln valked forward, aod moumted the ladders to the nridge. The wan light
aprirkled on the {Jurd, flashilng on the ripples erowmd the cutrlzged torpedo nets
and on the brightwork of the other shipe in company. £ was hard to believe that the
Royal. Marinee sexv fighting desperately for the Swedish boxder passes & few miles
asay, or that a German sguadvon lay in the Firth of Forth. That England’s ruin
should de se loevwitable; that 1t shovld have besn coucsd by the msxch of armies in
Southern Fuiops, =0 far away. Epngland was prosizaie, §rance was doomad, and a dark
cloud of demlnation weuld econ Llot out the sum.

The Capiain thought of the meeting in the wardroom balow., Wiat, he wonderud,
was thore eft o dlzeusat

ORIOF (continued}
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FBGASUS 19827

RUSSIA SIMCES: CERMAHY AND TURAEY JHAEG ON ACAINY

Swaner 1910 :
AUSTRIA¢ RRZ? F Sar r 078
GERMANY: A Ser r ALE
Fall 1910
AUSTRIA (Husk): 3 PIE-Tyo, A Sex-Txi (dy z Alb, OTR), A VEW & A Ser-Tri,
A"Con-BUL {F AEG S, A GRE S), F Eas-Smy (HSUJ
ENGLAND (Ralvexrstedt?)s WIR! F Por U (ann), F WAL U, FLVP U, FEDI U
FRANCE (Chatfleld): F Spa(sc)-POR (F MID S), F Wes-TYR, 4 Bre-PIC, A BIR-Ruh,
A _PAR-Pur (A BEL S), F Epg-LON -
GEKMANY (MacFariane)s A ALD-TRI °
RUSSIA (Melaener): A TYO-Ven, A VIE S GEFMAN A A3b-Tri, A Rwm-SER (A BUD S),
4 Bul-Gon {d; 1 Rum, OTR), A SMY 5 4 Ivl-Con, I BLA—Buléec},
A AR S A Smy, A MUN-Buz (4 RW 8), F Hlg-HOL, ¥ Nwy-
TURKEY (Puncbes}: ¥ ANK-Bla

Suppiy Center Chart:

AUSTRIA: %£{, Gre, Voo, Rom, Nap, Con; #f¥. BuL 6, sven
ENGLAND: Edi, WgY, Den, #¥, LVP 3, even
FRANCE; Home, Spa. FOR, Tun, Lon, Bel, M 8, even
CERMANY: Fpd, Fff, TR 1, even
RUSSIA: Homs, Ber, Swe, Kie, Nwy, Mum, Rwn, Vie, FA{, SMY, SER, BUD,

HOL 15, build 3
TURKEY: Ank 1, aven

Gams Notes: A concsasion to Russia hag been propossd. Fleass voie by next deadline.
The French army in Burgundy is indipsctly supported by the supported sttack coming

from Peris, thereby making it & beleaguerad garrleon, and it is not dislodged by

Russla. Would Mark Frueh, 1013 Milton St., Apt. #304, HMadison, WI 53715 please

stand by for England? Jake, please nois that 3 NMRe {(FPECASUS continues next page))
within 5 game years 1s a drop in ¥D...
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PEGASIS {continued)
Proas;

ALB ((via GEHMANY)): Bansail . _ . _

ALB to LON ((via CERMANY)): Haug in there, Jake., I'lL be there as soon as I can
build sope fisets. 5 :

ANKARA to LONDON: I believe shat this season is my swan song -~ maybe 111 do bhetter
with my innovativa campaign in Pres Politics -- suxel!

ANKARA to DECLINING FOWER AUSTRIA:; Thanks for the help, too bad we didn’t cooperate
aoon ~~ we could have atopped him back then. '

ANKARA to @+ Thenke, ; o T

BRUX to ANEARA: Hey! Coae haock heve! You ain't dons yet!

QUASAR 198248
WINTER? SNOW PROBLEM. IT°S AN ICE SEASOR...

Wintex 1509

AUSTHTA EOrloff): even :
ENGLAND (Glaspey)s Remove ¥ Bot
FRANCE (Burd): even

CERMANY (Howerton): Bulld A BER
ITALY (XKettman): Remove A Rom
TURKEY (Sweeney): Build A AKK

Game Notess The A/B/F/T draw proposal 4id mot pass, The seasons in this game were
separated by player request. All moves and press currently on file will be wvaild
unless suporceded. Spring 1910 only will be played at the next deadline.

RIGEL - 1983K

STTLL ANOTHER DORING WINTER (EINT! HINT!), BUT THIS PRESS WAR IS HOT ENOUGH
TO MELT ALL THE SNOW FROM INDIANA TO IDANOE R S

Wintex 1904
AUSTRIA éxnight.)l Remove A Tus, F Apu
ENGLAND (Sweeney): even {out)

FRANCE (Hare): even :
GERMANY (Heintsman): Build A BER, A KIE
ITALY (Ellis): 3Build A NAP
RUBSIA Elﬂom)s even

TURKEY (Reilly): Bulld F ANK

Game Notes: The saasuns wore ondce again separated by playexr request. (Guys, 1is
this pecossary?...) Press designaied as printadble for the winter only appeare
on the following pages, except that 1°ve also included the English press since he‘s
now out of the game. Bob, you're welcome to ocontinue writing press in RIGEL, 1f
that's what turns your crank! Moves and press on fils will be valid at the next
deadline unless superceded. Spring 1905 only will be played then.

I offer the following proposal to the players in this game: that press will be
printsd on the deadline sulmitied regardiess of season separations. Such a change
in prooeduxre 1s OK under my houseruies, if all six of you vots yes (KVR = no).

| : { (RIGEL continues next poge))




-~

RIGEL {econiinnsd) &3
Pruss:
SUESHEY to WORLDs “fod, these Germen ships stink,” I aulter under my druesth. "Isn't

1% bad soough being dufesied in Englandi?! Traded 1ike o third-stiring basebsll player
to Deoymany and moon (sob} itc Russia! I can’t stand the cold, T tell zyeul” I {and
my fouwr Hun (riflamarmed; guards) move to the balcony -~ [ pull ay cape clsoser atout
mm as the chill wind bites into me. Ny (peobably) lazsi view of Dngland. A cowporal
anproaches., "Six, you ave to repoxt to von Heintzwen!” he ssys. I give hlm oxedit,
i:is contempt fou me 1a harely audidle.

I am escorted o the castle where von Helntzmen awsits me., They haven®t even
allowed me o chavg? out of my pink ceshmive PJo yet (with purple hearts, of course).
I eagerly swelt & ohancs o remove nyesli from the wing,

Yon Heintgnsn sits behind nis hand-cavved Welan desk - he offers me a chailr. I,
of ceurse, sit, B

"Welcome, welcome to my . *little’ ship," says Nelson, ¥Cell me Nelson and make
vouraedf 2t bome. T potice & lazge varlely of sanll arm@ on the well - displaved
For my vicw. “hey wove nostly Erglizh -« of eowres. & budy 11@5 cihoa teris o the

corner -- wrasced i s shrowd.

"Doatt wlud anyiuing -- ay sowxces say that you are good ";th plstole and 0o
wearoi is loadsd ir ihese chambers. Guaris ~- you pay withdray fox a tims." I
vrily rogerd Nelsgn, I deeide io continte a pratense of Ilunssnliiy. "Twe,” I ery,
“dhat did Cormany goeb that France thovghit he would?™

"Come nawx, Bob ~- I say call you Bob, can®t I7" he miiles. U1 knew for a
cartainty thal you arsn't mad ~-parely a pretense o fool the uwnwary.  So let's o
adults, shall we?" '

"Yas, you sy <ail ze Eob." I new reailze Falson “Poodie® Helrntzman is not

ganlly Tocled. "Masizrlul play, bubl then I expseied it. I hoped that you would siab
sud destroy Frauce Defore you killed ne.”

"FThen, I would Te fearful of you and France Jjoining againat me., My Russian ally
and I have made an agroemeni. Englend, the Norih Ssa aend Frarce are nmine. Scendinavia,
the Nerthern seas and you are theirs,” Felson laughs. "Russia’s 738 has fallen

far below hisa scandsrd‘ since we cub off his lines of cowrmieatieca with you. Tell
ne -~ is it true? Do you raally write all hils press?”

"Sweensy, Roberit G. Ju., 203707450267, Frime Minizien wha' welks and *allks and
decelves hime=1f?" I claverly repiy. “What?" says Kolason. "What? The French bella’
in his own selety,”

"Why have you trought me here?” I whimpexr. “Hhy, uwhy, why?"

*For ithis!” he szys &Rt he sieps over ths shrouded body, "This is for you!"

I'm siumnadi fi7s Pyl

"You coe,” ha =savs3, e 1L recover from the shock. "7 control Ty jr a unique nanner.
This ie actually a radlo-controlled clone xoboi.”

"You have sade my conircl of France disapvesz.” He site down. "The Minisiry
will iake over the government and I fear I npust aitack my formezr ally.”

"I am very diepleased.” His hand rveathss wnder his coal, the smile disappears
from his face, I stare into a gold«glatﬁd <38 revolver. e nusele veminds me of a
large canyor BANG!

The guards rugh in ané stare ik horvor =3 Hel.ofl and I enbrace over the ¢lone’s
dead body.

"You're right,” says Nelson, "1t is fun to shoct Ty! (Now, about that next
Jeopardy spoof...}"

We walk from his cabirn, the sun is mailing, I feel txanguil. A klndred spirit!

I wish him wsll... :
BRUX to SWEENEY: Well, thasy took you out of the resl war, but they haven’i taken
you out of the Press War!

{(RICEL continuss next pege))



RIGEL (continued)

ANKARA1 Ringa aniﬂSnoanoat
ANKARA: Hello?
MOSCOW: May I spesk to Rich Hellly, pleaae?
ANXARA: This 1s him,
MOBCOW: HAileh, this is Dave., I was calling to discuss the next Jeopendy prsas
release.
ANKARA: Oh?
MOSCOW: Yea, your last version waan’t too bed, but,..well, 1 think you need to
voxk on the next ome a 1itile harder,
ARKARA; Oh...yes...well, I'm soxrry sbout that, Dave, biut...you know, there‘s a lot
of csll for my pross these days and...
MOSCOW: From Germany and Fraace, I suppose...
ANKARA; Yes, the "Black Forest” press is mine,
MOSCOWs Thet waa very good, How much did he pay you for it?
ANKARA: Welllll...you konow I°m not dolag it for the smoney, Dave. I meaa, I'm LOSING
money on this business, what with the cost of ecvelopss and siamps and typing paper,
am. [N ’
MOSCOW: Yea, I know $50.00 doesn’t go tco far nowadays. Would $100.00 help you
think of better thinge?
ANKARA: Yea, Dave, I think that it might help guite a bii., Nelson paid oniy $75.00
for "Black Forest". For & hundred I oughta come up with somsthing REALLY nice.
MOSCOW: You mean RETLLY nice? Ha.
ANKARAr Dave, you should leave the Jokes to me as well,
MOSCOW: Sorry, Rich.
ANKARA: Yes, $100.00 should give you a good jump in the presa war.
HOSCOWy  What...how much...fou know, Rich, I°d just like to win the press war,
ANKARA; Interesting thought, Deve. I understand that you computer people make lois
of monay.
MOSCOW: Not that much, Rich.
ANKARAr Well, sursly more than students,
MOSCOW: I guess you did say you were losing monsy.
ANKARA: I get by.
MOSCOW: How ruch for the world's greatesi press relaase?
ANKARAs The world's greatest?
MOSOOW: Well, at least cne that won®t be surpassed in 1984,
ANKARAT Well, Dave, that’s a hard thing to put & price on...
MOSCOW:  $500.007
ANKARAs You d1d say the greatest?
MOSCOW: $750.007 _
ANKARAs Why don’t you try a more "rounded” figure?
MOS(OWs $1000.00. I'11 have to got & load...
ANKARA: It°d be worth it...
MOSCOW: Oh, I know. But going for all the mh}.es in ones ghot wont allow me any liitle
one-~liners. Or my chess move,
ANKARA; Tell you what I'm going to do, Dave., Since you’re my favorits customer, I°ll
throw in & couple of little extras. ‘ ‘
MOSCOW: You wouldi Great! .
ANKARA: But not Jeopardy. ’
MOSCOWs OK, how about one that attacks BRUX? You know, he did mess up my ordexs
with that silly date rule.
ANKARA: Yes, Dave, we've gone over that before., You know that you should send even
your updated ordexs to me first for proofreading.
MOSCOW: I said I was sorry, Rich. How about one that attacks BRIX?
ANKARA: OK.
((RIGEL continues next page))




8

MOSCOE: That wowld be great. (I kmow that & won®t be blomed by BRU(, because he
kncws that Rich wriies everything. )

ANKARA: Well, Dave, whoe do you wanh to insvlt this time?

MOSCOWs How about Greg? He 4ld dlslodge your fleet.

ENKARA:  Yas,

AOSCOWs  And Nelson. He does have mora llitle tlocks of wwod then anyoss elae.
ANKARA: OK., What about ERUK?

MOSOCHs  ¥as, he glves free lsawes to people wWno write 511y arileles atout uslag
nasal stwif as a Aiplomatic ploy, bui ha doesn®t give free issves fox goud press.
ANKARA: Tes, press betisr than anything elass in VD,

MOECOWs  And how aboud getilug Kadght for trylng o gel on the GM's good side My doing
his houserulee for hia?

ANKARAr Yos,. Cupcaka... : ' ' '

MOSCOWs Oh, ard then Ty fox auﬁ@asting, that I“ib fm,e: ia yorth vo»lug, il

ANKARA: 0¥, Iave, buil remember that vou'rs only aenri.h.ts: $1600,

KOSCOH: Oh. You weat cash agala?

ANEARA: That"s the norsal srzangement...

MOSCOW: O, mo whal dn 1 wrltie?

RORTH SEa ({via RUSSIA))s It was a very cold wintsy dny. Adwirel Schmuaki was on
the wridgs of the Hiev. flagshlp of the Flrst Russisn Fle:t. “Li. Spasky.," commanded
the afnlrel. It was owlous thet the authwr couldn’it think of any «laver Russian
Lpnes.

"Yes, 8ir.” respunded the young offlcer.

*Can you explalin io me why the tempsratuce hae Ancressed 25 degzress in the last
twe days? Surely this warath is uwususl for the Neorweglarn crdexs.™

"Well, sir, from shat I can tell, we arve losi. And i our process of becoming
lost, we have salled fiwther eouth then we pormally lntended.n

The Admival ounsidors the yowng men's explauation. "and who e responsidle for
the navigation of tho flest?”

The I.t. hesitates. "Why, you aza, sir."

"Bxactly, " responde the Admirzl. “Therefore,. ls it possibls that the fleet is
lost?" :

nm' Zri.'[.‘.“

"L%, Spasky., ws are here, ln the North Sea, to clgage the Corman Third Fleet in
wargames, Appsrsntly. the Germans have beern Aslayed. Typical, for that country is
led by a magic-worshipping foel ard o dwart. Aupsrenily, they ere short An meore than
one areas.”

The L. chuckles. The Admiral continuves, "Theyv say thal the ¥alser has meen
glant flylong lizerds, and his pind is filled with fright. Ard what doss he fear?
Why, a man scarcely A0 inches ta)l. low can the leader of such a country have a mind
80 badly shaped?" Wlth that, the Admicsl leaves ithe iwidge. confident that the
Germana will arrive mnd that hls dear Tsaxr’s plan o {est the CGerzan ssa power will
e complated by the week's and,

FRCM RUSSIA WITH LOVEs JEOPARDY -

(Linsey) Double Jonpardy categories ars; “Femous fuotes’. "Favorite Compuisr
Languagese”, *Sports”, "Orders", and our favorite, "Eihnic Jokss¥, Mr. Tillis, who hae
vol to0 score, will begin our auestlonlugz:

(Ellis)} 1I°11 have tv iry Orders for $23.

lenmy) The answer is A Ser H, A Ser S A BDud.

RIGBL {continued)

El)is) How to get fan mall from Ed Wrobel?
Linsey) Coxrect, for $20. Of course, just subbing to Vi would also do thai.

{(RICEL coniinues noxt page})



RIGEL (continued)

(E111e) How about Orders for $407

Linsay) And the answer is, "A Ven-Tri". o

Knight) ® What was the opening Ital.‘l..an nove in t.ha RIGEL?

Linesy) Correct for $40.

Knight) How about Orders for $60"P

Linsey) Aanswer: A War-Gal.

Knight} what mistake has the Rusaian mde twice in the BIGEL'?
Linsey} Correct for $50.

Knight) How about Pamous Guotes fox $207

Linesy) Ard the answer is "Deve Kloiman", '

Kleimsn) Who =zgld, "I camnot vots on Ty's face, as I &.o not have a ecpy of hie
face on which to inseribe By vote."? .

Linsoy) Correct for $20. T

Bleiman) Well, let’s txy F‘avorit-e c@.-,zmtur Langmgea for $20.
Linsey) The answer is COBCL. :

Heintzpan) What is Nelson Helntmman®s favorite computer lsnguago?
Linsey) Incorrect -- I didnt éven think you knew what a computer was.
Ham) Whst to write in, if you're interssted in yom.- fingers 4ropping off?

Linsey} Coxrvect, for $20.

Hare} Let°s txry Famous Quotes for $40.

(Linssy) And the anawer is "Bob Swucensy”,

(Swoeney) W¥ho said, "Flease find enclossd a small sample of dung from ny last visit
to the stables."?

(Linsey) Cozwect for $40.

Smamv) How abeut Famous Quotes for $607

Linm,y The anawer iz Portor Wighiman.

¥he aald, "Wexe sil going hroi:e? Whe's getiing our money?"

Linsoy Correct for $60.

Reilly) Lei’s txy orders for $60.

Linssy) The answer is "Fleet Tunisz retveats io North Africa”.

Reilly) What is wishful thinking on Kleiman®s part?

Linsey) Coxrect for $60.

Reilly) Let°s ¢ry sports for $20. -

Linsey) The national sport of Austria.

Knight) What 1s baking cupca.kel?

Linsey) Coxrect for $20:

Knight) How gbout sports for $‘IO? :

Linsey) The national sport of Russia,

Knight) What is cupcake u'u.ns?

Linssy) Correot for $40. s

Knight) Sports for §60. '

linsey,) The national aport of Italy.

Kleiman) What is playlng with matches?

Linsey) Correct for $60. And now for a word fqu our’ aponaor...

BRUX: Word,
ST. PETERSBURG to BERLIN:

1) P-QN4 P-K3 ,

2) P-QN5  P-QB3 _ .

3) P-K& e ;
LIVONIA to SHEAK #6: Do you reelly know Steve Payne?
UKRAINE to ANYBODY: Who the heck is "Tommy the Wondertrout®?
BRUXs I'm not gonna say I dunmo, but it sounds fishy to me,..

((RIGEL continues next pcse))
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REILLY to RICEL: Well, foiks, Ty has had the couzrege io sdmit that 1 wrote his press.
Nou how about the rest of you, ha? HRelson? Dave? Axe you ready to fess up? What’s
thia, Bome of you don’t believe I've bemen wyiting sll the RIGEL prees? #*Sigh¥* Well,
thai’'s what T get for belng ac kind-hearted. Perheps then, my drecogs, you'd care to
hear a 4differrut siory...the story of...

The R.A.T. Alllience,

It was laie in the evening of November 15, and your humble narrator, diligent
student zhat he is, was rzadiog "Osdipue Hex" for the sevenrth time, to lnsure lis
prominence {{oope. .. permanence}) in hia memory:

"Sut is he not guick in his dupliciiy?

And =211 T not be quick to parry him?"

So deeply involved in this tragady wes I that I Junped in surprise when I heaxd
the firm koocking on my door. And this was no ordina:cy firm knovking, iat me tell
you, Thie was o kosoking hoth dosperate and promising, and I Imew lonediately that
soneane had coLRe e Seg. Mt In the reod for mgg:w, I dectded to igoore the knoeking.
Sut when it recrsistel, I went to opsa the door.

Thexre saivod Lori Kelmen,

"Loril What a surprisel”

"Helio Rich. I was Just in ithe palghborbood and,..¥ hope I'm not distwbing you.”

“Fot at all. Come in. Have & ssat...” We sat down togeiner on the couch., ¥3o
how's 4t going? Bow'es Dave?"

"Fine, fine. Dave's fica..."

wGeod,  And you?”

“Greast... " She reused, and I caw "hat she wae nervous aboul something.

"Anything wrongt®

"NOwaelDoan"

"CmPoa" X copxed., "You can tell me.”

"Wall.,.it's Tiave. He's aot doing so well.”

"Oh? How so?”

"Well...ha"s deprensied, really deprsssed, about thils RICEL game you and he axe
in. All day long he moyca aboub the houss, memning and groaning that he‘s doomed,
and wiehing you'd stop attegking him. Youw Toow, he really thinks very highly of
you, Rich, aud.,.he’d really profer o woik with you."

"Yea, T know, Lori, But suveiy he - ealizes this is Just. a game...that it°s all
for fun,”

"That’s Just 1t, he doesn’t know it’s jusi a pam. He acte like he really is the
Toar of Ruseis...aud.. it reail ¥ hurts him vhen bets oot doing a good Job”

"Healily? He tahes 1t lthat sw::'a.uma""

"Fe avan colls me his 1itile Teerluo...aud I peve to cail him Nikolal.®

"That's apmzling. But I guess we all have cur 1itt{le secwest fantasies, Nine is
thet Bo Dexek will Do lopt in Mosgcow one day, and she*li come up heve looking for
directlons, and I*ll invite her in and she®ll sit on my couch with me.®

"“Yes,,.well..." &She looked down at her hands. “Dave's mwot much fun o0 live with
vhen he’s loalng. BZven Whiskers avolds him, and...™

"And you‘ve come to ask me Af I°d lay off him.*

“Ch Rich, i1t°'41 mean so nuch to we,.”

"But Loxl, I exn’t do that.”

"Ch please, Rich, for me., Flease, pretty pleassl™

"Lori, my 2thical nrinciplss...lve got to contiaue against Dave. He lled to mes
terribly iv cur negutistions, and he attacked me with viclous propcganda..."

"Rich, pleszce, I'1) do anything...anyihingi®

"Lozrl, I...I°m sorry.”

She hesitaisd a moment, then sald in a sofi voice, "Rich, I°1l do anything.®

((RIGEL. continues next page, sand I°11 bat we have a captive audience now...))

RICEL (continved)



RIGEL {continued; quit slobbering)

I was taken aback.

"Anything?" I gulped.

"Anything.” She ga.zed at me seductively.

Now I know whet you'res thinkikg, little drocgs. You're thinking that Lori‘s
of'fer to do a_nx_tln_ﬁlﬁ was enovgh to maks me forget my ethliecal prineiples. But you’re
wrong, my friends, oh yes. For vhai actuslly happoned 1s that, at that very same
woment, I remembered eanother of my ethical principles., "Forgive and forgeit,” is how
1t goes. Therefore, I replied...

"Okay, I*11 do 1.7

"You w»ill? Oh thenk you, Rich! Thank you, thank you, thank yow."

"Bon®t mentlon 1t.™

"I';m :E‘orever in your debi."

"True. But I want you to rea}iss that I'm not doling thie for.,.your offer....
but bacauss I want %o help you and Dave out. What us Ac will Just bo a symbol, of
sorts, of my animoglity with Dave. Austria will s%iil be ry mein ally.”

"Of courBa...”

"Se I*1) write Dave, and put togethe:r an R.A.T. slllianee, and then..."

AhA then I saw Lorl gazing at me with lustful eyes. Quickly she slid ovex ciose
to me, I put my arm around hsr, pulisd her sgalnst me, and ihen...

os o8 EKnock on the door interrupisd.

"Demni® I cursed, as Lorl pulled awey, "I°1l be right back.” Quickly I went to
the door, =and opensd ii to discover a gorgeous, brown-haired girl whom I immedismtely
recognised. ‘

"Excuse me.” she s21d, "I°m loast and...I was hopling you might help me,"

I quickly recovered from ay swurpriss. "0f course. Come in and sit down. I1°11
find a m&ap. Um, Lori...X think we’'d bhetter finish our talk scme other itlme."

"But; what about our agresment?"

"Don"t worxry. The RAT’8 on! How huxry on home. The Tsar is prohably hungry.”
T practically pushad her out the dcor.

"Yes, well...geodbys,"

T closed and locked tha doox, tham tuxrned to ny beautiful gusst.

"Well..." I emiled, moitloning towerd the couch. "Have a seat...”

And that, my brothers, is why I, your humble narrator, pulled away fron the
Russlan front just a3 I was on the voxrge of victory.

VENICE: In xesponue to public speeulatlon concerning the safeiy and welfare of the
family of the Italian Prime Minister, ihe German High Command has announced that
despite the flerce fighting which hes judeel devamtated this city, the Prime Minister's
fanily 18 a» fit as a fiddle and l2ving comforially umdsxr Gexman house protection.

In fact, reliable rumoxr has it that the Xalwor himself has dlrecied one of his highest
court officials, one Raspuhmn 1o ventm:a fo:th and personally oversee the
fmm" nesds, . .

SEVASTAPOL to M: I asaume that when a datsline ezys "KAISER" that we arxs referring

to the German Kaiser? (Notes VD #8'?. FKAISER to SULTAN)

BRUX:s You assume correctly.

NELSON to BRUXs Aha! I think we- shm 'birthdayq 1f yours is August 16th? ((Yup!))

I predate you a bit, of course. let me know the year of your birth, will you? ((1955))
Four famous peorde have dlied on August 16th that I know of 80 far... Dspending on
your year of birth, you could be the reincamation of...whom?

BRUX: I°1) bite. ¥ho are they?

Note to the SIRL'S players, I have not yet received Mark Berch’s ombudeman
ruling on the protest in the game, 80 we*ll hold wntil next deadlline...
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From Diek Muridn (excexpis):

Bruce, .

I've had a few pgages of VD #90 referred to ue for comment -- spacifically Kathy
Byvne's istter rogardiog cmbudersn and your reply. I must agree with you on this
yatler, ombuleper ave entirely wortiless.

{(Dick tran goes on to describe at socre length the Jdetails of an experisnce he
fad invelving sp onvdsuean, concluling hat "Hever ageln 1ill I call an cebudemen,
for gay reason.')}) '

Ev the way, Lt'e interesting that you belivve there rye instancez where a GM
showdd not o Falvr to his players. Ho ucadsr you have £ many problems as a CM.

D14 1% ooow soemm o you that At wonld have beer satively faix to walt on calling
an ombudamar uniil o concrets complalnt had twen lodged in 81847 Must 1 forever be
srucified for a2 aituation that I Immodioioly tried to correot, and whian that proved
iaposgdbie, ooohogloa fond Don o Fos beve anyihidng Beoios o do?

ALY rignt  hewe ig the sscond badl of dhe loet donblo-isece Reial 1 sent you,

Tou now o mR M, Thia i’ beomuse you ordy peld Tor one of the two Lssues in that
doubio issus. I Inow you worldn't want souething for nothing, and T expect & check
by returs wail.  You couid, muitaioly, rotuen thet full double lceue to me fox a full
20¢ sefund. I mant to be fole abhouwd this.

({fou? Fuir? eh, Leh, that'e a good ode. .. .

CK, T'm printing as mueh of this lotter as T did becwsuss you, like anyone eise
criticized in these perss, haue & Tight of ropiy. I delesied tha part of your letter
wnich had nothiog to do with the cage at hand.

Actuoally, =y use > the Swedlah Houndibout situctlon was not intended to have
the eifect of fDuwrther smusiflestlon of you. Rather, I was sinply uslug it as a2n
exemple of & situwabien ia which Wi B {In ny opinion) should not have obdliged &
Player’s recuest £ an osmbudsman., [rom year etiox, At would seem that aven you now
szrves thav thi requeel wme premsiuw i Daew (slnce you “tried to corxest” it and
you say veu ayrlogiosd for 1t). I can umderstand, thoughn, thal uy comment nay have
come acroes difisvently thar it =zas inbtended. IL was nel the best exeaple T had
at hand for a rebubial to Kathy's letier, that’s all.

Ragaxdiag who oues wio any Lear?s oFf nesoy, wey don't we Juat glve the faets and
then let the vesdags dmeide? 1 had zn 1ssue renalninz in my sob to Retallatlon.

Your next issue wae a double. You cut it in hall! dimponelily, snd sent me half of 1t
that way. Several zorths and 80g of my postage later. you finaslly sent me the other
half of the Assus,

Row ebout 1t, Doomiesnt Would T e Jusiiflsd, if rou send me a check for 10 lesues
of ¥D, i cutiing your coplee dlagouaily in Lalf snd =snilag you half of sach of
the next 207 Or osnding you the watehlng halves aavexal months apart? Maybe I'nm
alone 3n ay oplalon. but I still think Dick owes me an issue ¢f his zine and 80g for
the postage I have spent trying tn get 1% from him. And I will not heaitate to say
8. And if I'm weeng and Dick dogan®t owe ms anything. at lesst the facts have been alred.

Sorxy. Dick. 1If you don®t like wy bDitching shouk tt# way you handled ny sub,
mayhe you should fulfild your ocbligations move fuirly.

Fipally. I'm opposed to your opinion that ombudcmen are wothless, I don’t believe
there are sny instances whore a G shoud not be faisr o his players, and i'd love
to hear about ali there problews I have as a (M. Thanxz for writing.))

From Jim Wililsns {(2/7/84):

Deaxr BRUK,
At long laat I have found the tine cnd onargy o 8snd you my thoughte on paper.
In sddition Lo those aforomantioned thoughim, I%ve taken the liverty of allpping a
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chegue for $10.00 into the onveleops as well. This should right a most grievous wrong
which I trought onto myseif by allowing ny sub to lapse. Shame on moi.

My freo {ime of late is becoming hardsr to come by, and my non-gaming relation-
ships 1n the hobby have suffered es a result. I fully expeci this trend to continue
a8 ny United leagus haads into the summer months. Letters 1ike this one will
become a rare commodity, VD doss have a way of inspiring me every once in a while
80 you probabtly won't have a cowplete plece of driftwood on your hands. (I know Kathy
says "deadwood” but I yams what ; Yane. ) _

Thenks for sending me that quote contest., It’as quits an interesting ides.
Unfortunately, I don®t think 1’11 be able to put the time into it that I'd like to.
Hell, 1°m not even sure 1f I Inow which one 1s mine! I think it’s ths very basic
#((no, I'm not golng io say the number!)), but I'm not anywhere near certain of ihat.
If 1t is, I'm plssed that you couldn’t find a more profound statement than that.

If that’s not me, then whoaver eadd ((oh, all right)) #18 ia a yutz for sounding
like me. Where do you get thesa ideas from, anyway, BRUX?

Well, I hava to vun zlong now. As usual, itime is of the essence. DSomeday real
soon, I1'11 +xite sgaln. “Til then...

({Gxeat t5 boar frem you again, and to kancw that you®ll still be a Doomle!

Since the quotc contest is mo difficult, here are Jjust a few more teensy clues,
#36 woa ot John Kador, #38 wass not Mark Bezch, #52 was not Fod Walker, #80 was
not Ronsld {Canade) Brown, and #9% was not Alex Lomd. Just in case anyone was
wondering, ) )

From Kathy Byrae (2/4/84):

Dear Brucas,

I'd 1ike to make szome compents on lsaue #90. :

If you were truly a hobby anarchiat who anhorred hebby orgenlzation, you would
not get BNe or contribute yowr $1.00. No cne forces you to get BNs for your games,

80 why bothaxr to get one 1f you are so opposed to them? It seems a 1ittle hypocritical,
AT you ask me. And please don’t say that you do it for your players as you have many
times stated that if your pla.yers don't 1ike the way you run their games, they can

play elsewhsre. So if you are sincere in your statement then you should be running
your games without BNs Just as the Canadizn Peter Walker does -- now he 1s an anarchist,

As for youdrstatement "We nesd & BNC? Why? To give out BNs? Wwhat for? So that
we can rate games? How come?" I .wish to thank you for making my Job 6o easy!

However, 1 beg to differ with you on what the BNC really does. Hore important than
rating a game is making eure that the games are being run in a timely manner., I keep
an eye on the gameas and follow “P on all eomplai,xta If I ses a QM w@ho is not comlng
out, I not only write him, but I ﬁoiif,; the orphan service as woll.

Yes, I know, who needs the orphan servico? Well, Bruce, I'd hate to have to tell
you §ust how many pecpls have nmdod that sexvice. Sinecs you hardly play in any games,
at the moment nonx, I can understnnﬁ Wy you wouldn't need their help. This may really
surprise you but not only does thg orphan service badger and browbsat uncaring (Me
who have folded and left their playexrs hanging (i.e. Overby, Jomes, Arnstt, etc.),
but it also is resporneidle for helping a GM 1lke. Al Pearson place his games with new
GMs to imsure a proper fold. And yes, I know if everyone who made a (Ming commitment
followed through on it -- we wul‘d_n't need the service. But this is pot the Carden of
Eden, and things aren't all honky dorey! So even though you don't need the orphan
sexrvice or the BNC -~ cthers do.

As for who needs an ombudsman -- obviously not you, you've made that perfectly
clear, but what about the playera? I weni to an ombudsuan once, the QI was sure he
was 100% correct in his stance, I thought otherwlse, The ombudeman agraed with ne.

But Af the (¥ had besn as atubborm as you are and sald I know I'm 100¥ right, an
inJjustice would have been dons to the pluyer as no ombudsaen would have bean allowed!

%
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Soxxy to disegraa, but T faol the Ed Hriubels of this world have a r»ight to challenge
a (Ming deciaion.

Your “ons” easo against ombudsren 1s definltely not ibe rvle, but more the
excoption. I was eleo sorry to ooo thal you feli that the Gl (Gary) hurt the game
wy acconcdating s player. I1°d vether play under a GH who tries to scoorodate hils
pleyers, wTather than one weo Mockse thom from gelng to an cabudeman for a 2nd opimlon.
Thet's J24e a dector vwho cays to his patient why get & Znd odindon to ses IT you need
surgary ~- L'm obwicusly I1C0# wight, so Yei’s Just do i,

fowr sveond resson thet you can’t afford for the onbudsmen to mile in the playexr'e
favor ~r "necs things up by xliag lncorrecily” 1s laughadble. What you are
eaying Az if the ombwlaman deesn’t agres srith yovr ruvling {then be is Jncormect. Tsn’t
it puaslltle tha: the player end ombudaman mrs right and you ave wrong? It must e
nice to know that you1 sre slways right,

X know vo dissgies on the righis of tho pilewer, dul I weally fail ‘a.o ass how
your casé against ozbudsmen holde water.

Aa for vour eover. 47 T hed own that 1 owodld hwee Yo ostomach Poaoh’s pleture,
1 nover wnild ve noninaied his for Doumis of she Yaar! lred DU, now VD, et least
XK veaders will pevir be sdbjecied to tbe Dipimgster’s plciure!l

{(Those poor, dsprived scuial

The first part of youwr leitsr. Wefore ;{:n., gat to the stuff about ombaimmen, ie
vary sell done. I w:1l buek down mopswhat from ny hard-ilne stance of & couple of
logues gro. BziRl) Lecaur: 1 overstaied Lt badly ‘o begin with. Yes. there ave
peopla who mewd the ssrvices of the 3HC, the cvphen sexvles, the uevlcs packet, and
8¢ on. I don't angue wlih thob pc‘iu ¢ nor do I asan 9 belitile the work you do se
ENC. But the polri I smae Szying {smoucensafiily, ¥ feel now) 40 make is that I do
not think thet, as helpful ae ibwes servicss gsre to some peowie at sone Limes, lhe
people who ars !’0* uslng tham should bave to puy for them. Let’s Just suyppose,
hypcthetieally, ‘m«. o "diplaw” wore levied on all games whose (M daclded to go
along with .:tc gadi trad peet of the menoy sent o the orpnan sexviea. Why should I,
in Joining - game cun by Gary Coughlen or Bob Sergsant. 9.8, be roguired Lo pay one
xed cent to 4w oxphan eeivize? I and ¥hon the tlms comes that a game I am playing
in neede nelp frow the orphan servies, thaa flne, 1’11 pay whatever it costs to get
ny game going again. Likewlsa, 1 dfm“h m3e why a player who algons up la VO should
have to pay anything cther than what 7 chazge hiz to play in ¥D. Ard, lest you think
that I'm Just balng personeliy Smogey ehout thiz whele t.h.a.ng, nay I polint out to
you that I dldn*'t accept any monsy for my hobby serzvice (Supernova) at the last
Ozigins, nor shall I in the future, except from those mo£ who are buying it
divectly. VUhy ahould somcone havs 4o pay wa mondy for Suparnova just because he a
playing ic 2 Dh wernemant? In no wry doss this tallttle the novico packet; I'vs
heard from s 1ot of pecple who have told me how useful nnd lamportant it is. Bul my
principle is that only those pacple who use it should have to pay for it.

I hops this clarifles what I Antended tc aay to bsgin with. Looklng over my
response %o tha Leniley letter in #90, yes, I agree that I weni way overtoand.

And now, hc¢ld onte your hat, The sscond half of your letter, where you talk
about ombudsmen, is & ciasslc sxsmple of a great redbuttel to a positlon [ have never
taken, I am left with tho uncomiortshle feeling that you didn‘t follow what I aaid
very carafully, and this time I think I was clw Your argument starts off with a
total misvepresentaticn of my views: “An o Tor whé needs an ombudeman ~- obviously
not you, you‘ve made that poxfoctly clear...” and continuss this way throughout,

In fact, I view cabuismen &6 another very weluable hobby asrvice, and I heve
wsed them several times in the vaszt., You ssy that you feel the Ed Wrobele of this
world have a right to chrllenge a Fiing Jeclision...and I uzree. He got an ombudeman.
in case you've forgotten. Itfe true thot he lunet the appeal, dut ha did get one.

You then go or to admit that thers ~rs sxcrpticne.  ™npeg At 1s oniy these raxe
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exceptions in which I would vefuse to go to an ombudaran for a player., Your
analogy te the guy who wanis a second opinion tefore surgery is way off beam -~
such & cass would get arbitration in VD. A betier example would be a auy who walks
into the doctor's office with blood pouring out of his nose, and then wants a second
opinlon when the doctor tells him he has a bloody nose.

If therc is any doubt in your mind, or sayone else's, a8 to whether I will bend
over backwards for the player vhen thexe is any shadow of a doubt who 18 right,
conslder that the situation with Weody's telephioned mon-vote 1o the only time I've
aver refused to go. Or batter yst, consider Pster Aneoff's protest in HERCULES a
waile back. He ordersd "F Nwy-Nth", intending to oxder his I Nwg (thexe w2s no F Nwy),
and when I threw out the order he asked for an oxbudsman. In this situation, I can
faixly sefely say I wac “clearly zight", and I think that pwacticslly any (4 in the
hobby would have ruled as I did, But the playor got the bonefit of the doubt, and I
did call an ombudssan. 1 supposo it's vretiv needless to add that the protest was
disallowed, but the point 1s that I do no} feel that I am alweys righi.

But with ail of the =zbove, you might st1ll point out that there are thess "rare
exesptions” whon I will wofuse tc 2o w an cabuimpan for a playex. My guesiion to
you would be, shouid o playoex %wa!a have an autometic right of appesl? I think

'not, and players who disagree strongly do have the right not tc sign up here,

Allow me to digress for a minute and talk about pleyer rights. Whenover a player
sigas up for a game, in any eine, he is giving up certain rights that he would have
in other gines. In ¥hitestonis, foxr instesnce, a player gives up his "righi“to have
his game Tun on two-week deadl ifns, sinply because that’s not how gemes in ¥ axe run.
In Buropa Express, a player gives up his "right" to have hls gane resvlt publlshed
antirely in Englich, sinply becduse that’e aol how [E gamss are rum. In Bzutws
Bulletin, svaxy playsr who signed up gave up his right to Imow the authorship of any
[Tost xeloas, Wecause thai’s not how BB games wexs run, And In D, a player gives
up his "xight" to automsiic appeal -~ that’s not how VD games are run. If a player
is uncomfortable with that, he should play elsswhere. If anough players are
uncomfortable with it, then VD elihex changes or goes out of business, So the
question then Lecomes, do VD players, as a ruls, feel confortable enough with ay
Judgenent to keep playing here? - !

A wblls back I polled my resders on wviether they would slgn up for » new game
hers. One of the choices wms "I would algn up instantly! YD is a great sine to play
1‘n.“ A huge aajJority of my readers 1ln genoral chose thls reaponss, but the result
iron active playsrs here at the time was astonishing. 20 out of 23 checksd this
choioce on the poll. 4nd you know as vell as I do that if I announced opsnings
tomorrow, I°'d £111 Five or aix games by the next issus. To me, the message is
clear: Qlayers in VD have confldgnce in my judgement as a @f, enough to sign up
for a game in which their right of protest ie noi, guaranteed.

I don't claim that the results wouid be the same If the whole hobdy were polled
on the matter, I Just claln that, for ny players, ay style of ruwning gawes is
basically sulteble. And with all'thie talk of player rights, surely you will agree
thai YD's players have a right to play in games the way I run thom, If that 1s theirx
choice (when did I ever hold a gun to someone's hpad to play in one of my games?).

So tell me this, Xathy. The VD houserules stcie clearly that "The declaion as to
whether or not an opbudeman %211 be used to sxblirate a dispute mhall, in the emd,
rest with the M." If players waut to eign heye under that rvie, and feel they
can trust ny Juigement enough to ghell out a $6,00 game + NMR fea to do zo, would
you really, truly deny them their right to do this? Or me my right io run games
th:? Wy, povided I can find the plaoyers to play 1 them? I would surely hope
not!

In closing, may I note that I heve sean houssrules that read as follows:

1. The M is alwmys right.
2. In CASS of Gl .mr. 820 #1.

1 wouldn’t play wnder such & (M, Yecause in my opinion most disputes do require
an arbitor. But thoss ganes filled tos, It's a fres hobby -- aof aay 1t stay thuat })
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From Greg Ellis (2/2/84)

Lesx 3B,

When I got Ed Wrobel®s peblie letisr, I wrote him iumedigtely and gave him my
opinion, I wouldn®t normally lavelve ayself in matters like this, but somehow I
already falt involved when I got that letter. I weld BEd that I would b2 writing a
rezponse Lo you as weil. A8 I said <o him, this lelier len't necessarily for printi,
oy I etand by ny earlier comments that I aw not ashamed of my opindons, so if you
wan?t to print thie, @0 ahead.

First, I bave to say that I 412 reallse that you bhad dene some editling of the
letier you printod last ifsaus {(#89)). I koew that without the benefdi of ever having
gesn ggéi,esaa, and I must gay that as intellixent as I have found the mzjority of
ulp giayfrs I bave met ave, I toink mosi of them conld tell the difference between
Ed's noomally asmeoth and wloquenu style and the Jexky cui-up version you preaented.
The ed?ting was not very hard to sget, and also not very funny. As a joke, 3t was &
pooxr oo and not worth the effort. . L .

Bd’s response wsg eq‘¢11y wiong, housver. If his poulis letisr oo mericus. it
wat beneath the liksw of Ed wrobsl. I 1t tco wek a Joko. it wasn’t fuwny sithexr. 1
rava graal rospect Tor Mr. Wxobel; I wespoet hie apparent intelllgence snd abilivy.
Although T rarely agree with what he yrites, I always read L1t. ¥4 1s very good with
the written word, end Judging from his reactlon I gunss he considered vour playful
tampering s tantamount to zmpe. Editing his letter iun that way was wroug, even Lif
he did it to you Firsi. Ed's reaponse wWas equally wrong.

Finaily, I unuld likke to add that I think yowvr msaciion shovld o cne of two
thiags: elther print his actual leiter in 1is ontlrety and apeloglze, or lgnore it
sompletaly. Let’s not have another useless foud. BU's move lacked polilzsese; don't
rake the same mistshe.

Other than thai, there was ore poslitive aspeet of Bi's open letter: 1 am now
censidering starting up 2 wine! I won't rTun any gemes -- only a letier column.
Bvary month I will print aun updatsd list of my subbers and meil them out. Anyone
who wants 1o put a latter in the letter column can iype ons up, make up the appropriante
nuber of coples, and malil thes out to my subbers, Think 1t will sork?

{((Sure. Just pake sure you get Bd WrcbYel on board iu a hurrey.

I avpreclate your constructiva cxiticlsm. You're right, my edliing of Zd'a
latter did not come across as humorewsly as inteandssd. Winsome, Losascome...

I disagree, however, with vour critisise of Ed's astisn in sending out the
clremlar letter. Honestly, now, Af he had sent the letter ornly to me, you don't
seriously believe I’d get all these Julcy raaponqes, do you? I for one am gratelul
to Bd for his setion, and I hope other co*respoqdents Lers will follow eult,

Also, you needn’'t woryy about the pos&lblli ; of a foud botwesin me and Ed.

Even ignoring for a moment ithe fact thatl we're f;ienda, you don't really think I°d

ever ba eo dumb as to feud with Boneona whose verbal skills are superiox ito my own,
do ¥ you? 1 mean, he'd clobber me over the haad with all thoes blg words and then
where would I be...))

From Chardo Edison {2/3/84):

Dear Brulse,

I*a throwing down the gauwntlet, onas I expact few will have the courage to pick
up. I give you -~ SUBSCRIPTION WARS! Hexe is $20.00. That will up my sub expiration
to #1470 I challenge all comexs to b2 as generous’ 7T give everyone falr warning,
though; thers's a lot more where this check came from. Now, Brulse, no cheatling by
continually upping Ms. Proskin's sub gratuliouely. Thls is golng to be a falr
fight! Cheazaarrrrrigzgggge!

((0K, Doomiee, you heard the man. You sven’t going tc let him Yeat you so aasily,
ars you?! Start sending in those lurze checks now. Winner to b anncunced sbortly...))
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From. Don Del Grande (2/9/64);

BRIK

Glad to see my earticle in print so scon. I don't mind that it was edlied, bui
you overlooked two things. Firsi, my letter later in the issus mentloned an “"adverti”
in the article, which wes cut -~ I think it was for my Campalgr Trall opening in
Life of Konty. (Oops, I did it agaln!) Second, the "Leglon of Doom” %s not a Diplomacy
roferences it vefers to ons of my favorite shows every Saturday at 3105 PM Pecific
time on WIBS -- World Champlonship Wrestling (sanctioned by the HWA, of course).

The man in the while top hat xefers to "‘Freclous Pauwi’ Ellering”, one of the nost
ruthless mznagers of wrestlers to send men into the sguared circla. His wrestlexe don't
beat opponenets -- they punish them, Bunough said,..maybe you should have a houssrile
limiting each greal power to one player.

Poge 170111 Morc answers to Mark Paul’s cartoons (keep ‘em coming -~ between the
two of us, wa’ll cover everybody yet)...had Freedon An the Gal gone to TSR, chances
#Te they would have rereleased it as it was, muoch in the way AH did (but AH put a
backing on the mapboard -~ one of the warping types, right? Meybe TSR should have -
nah, éon’t even think about that), After all, both A (leam of Bayonets and Battle
Over Britain have rules in SPI style and the cownters punch like the oid SPI ones,
uniike TOR'S sand-blast policy to separating counters. I'm glad to see the German
Banker®s rules in The Gensral to tring back the five-player Copguletador. I alsc
agree with Down wiih the Kirg -- the only things you can do are roll on ithose stupld
tables to getl prestige and Anfluence snough to get enough henchmen to overthrow the
ruler -- and that's about it! Ths way Alaw Moon fixed up Flat Top, Avalon Hill
doesn®’t npeed The Riaggﬁ Sun -- just add maps to cover the entire Pacific, a few
extrs ships, and Fizt Top becomes another War in the Pacific. As for Struggle of
Nations, I don’t Ilke t -~ it loolis 1ike & good game, but I don’t like tne eituztion
1t covers. 1 prefer move sirategic thinge; like War and Peacs, 1776, Third Relch,
etc. 3But my favorite is still ths Squad Leader series —- it you forget about Up
Front, that is. How can three men start in buildings, advance to a swamp, retreai
1o th t.he woods, advance beck to hills, retwsat to a gully, and advance to more buildings?

The bowels are a, o, i, o, u, w, and y? What about n? In the word "nth" -~
which is & word -~ n 1s p::onomced "en", contalning a vowel sound. T aiso can't
believe I don’t remembar & word where "w" has a "u? sound. Any ldeas?

When I lived in Berkeley while attending school in my esrly colliege career,

I didn’t vote straight Republican -~ the Berkeley Democeratic congressional cmndidate
was the best choice. And Tom Bradley (Demo meyor of Los Angeles) was a better choioe
for governor in 1982 -- he would have woun, according to some sources, had he been
wnite, But the main point 1s -- vote sansibvly, yote often, vote, and above all,

vote for President Reagan. (Thot cught to mezke John Boardman happy.)

((T doudt it.

"N 48 not a vowel in the Imrd *nth*., That word ls the only one in the English
language that has nc vowels., Am pot sure of any woxds where "w" sounds like *"u",
but in words such as "new" it is # vowel, taeaming up with the “e" t0 make a "u"-like
sound,

Re your discuseion of games: YAAAAwwwsz)) _

From Ron Galicla (2/9/64):

Bruce,
Thanks again for the {reeble.

({You're welcome. And just for writing and éonﬁrihuting to the Gossip Column
again, you get thias issue for free, tco!))




From Jeff Noto (2fL/H:);

BELUR

1 new there was fome eaeon for we to wrlte this. HEnclesed is a suvb extension
check. Now I°» guarentesd to ba here when VD hita the cantury mark.

¥y JoT == a hotel desk clork is going woll. Host of our cilenia® are retired
meople who atay for nonthe at e time, Thaws iz this one gentleman she is 92 ysaxs
pld and e legelly bWind, Wt =il comes hexae {row Buffslo, New York overy winter.
Je's g grest pvo fuolhall fan and coms Inte the office vhen I°m working to talk
football (he'z yeally upsat that the Bills lst Chuck Kiow go to Seattle). Thism job
say net pey nueh, bul T'a lesrnipg & Jot alout the rotsl busineas and psople.

Eow peay tours M3 16 cake you to i togeinor the suntatlion contest? It
wartadnly coine® Be wuch longer twifore the pen in the white escts come to get you.

How Tar wxs sou fwom Chisopes, Mess.? Lisgs wae born at the Alr Foree bsas thers
and @pent the Timsi ton yeaze of her 137z in Nassschumetis. HNow she can’t stand the
ald weather, :

Tom oworpriaal yord heson't avncooned sny gt rponivee.  Pour games in VD moueh
To o rewoid Jar fewodt godsd oun st onw hime for yow. -

I egree widh Bock Pavl #hon be gays thet Civiliration is 2 gecat game, It does,
howvever, heve ons drawbick. Diedng the last coupls of Townas, the leader need only
rofzaln from tradbing to aveld bolag hit 7y calamities {which are the omiy things that
can really nior hke from wruning),

Woll. ii's gedttliog %0 be letz a0 I°ve got to pun. Taie mare.

Sincerely,

The Onmly Goddamn Nincompoop
Khe Nominaled Juke Halversiadt
For Doowie of the Year.

{{Four gases in ¥ iz very oonforialls. I could even gut used to it. (Or even
Tws or thyes,) Yoo mey zotleo s recent Adeczesse, for instonce, 4in the rate of (Jiing
exyora around heve. [(0F eourse, I oould sarvy this to 1to logleal 1imit and GM noe
gemos, all of Liewm parfect)y...)

I thruw togathor the Duoste contest dn sreund five or six hours coe Sunday while
lytog In ted in 8 lasy mood.))

’ .

Prom Ken feel (211780, excerpts),

Doaxn Bruoe:

Sewovtees An Un rlaty primersd paat, or shen 1 entercd Dipdom, whichaver la moot
weceid, L may beve ogaesd o Jolh your stpadby 1is0 in Joize of Doom. Hot teling ove
o xun gvey fyen sy wisiakes {or to samply Agnove them, 12ke csrtein othexs), I hereby
requeet remowal fron saldd List.  Ioasecure you thset 1P cslied, I »i)) not submit., I
alected to run &8 souatxy, I will ot eoxva,

.o four Elswonta of Pevsuarion article wag intevesting. bub significantly flawed.
*"Tecolt” may ba an chject of persusesion, wut it Ia 2ot o means. Reed Aristotle’s
Rhetoric some tims, The Lidrd slspent of persuasion s “sthos" {roughly iranslated
28 "iange” or "strength | »f personakity”. Lithoa ig Canter's cordigen, Arafat’se
Yafayve, Castrc's stogle zrd much more. It i the aast powszful foxm of persuvasion.

{(Serzy, but on reflsction I atil2 Teul that deveii io & means of perauaelon, s
well as an end. You ¢an taik your oppensol doto being tricked, or ixrick him into
doing what you want him to do., I guewss it‘s all & matier of sspanties, though.

Your request Yor memcval from the VU standby llet deee not conform to ihe
speaifications cutlined for such o yeyueat ae eat JTorth in my houserules. Flease
resutmit yowr vequest logelly if vou wand to be taken off. Thenk you.})
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A break this time from boring negotlations articles...here's a btoring tactics article
jnstead!
i England - the Wicked Witch of the North

England is a rether easy country to play, despite the many optlons available. The
defensive position is tough to crack, making it fairly safe, and the _offensiv\_e potentlal

is at least average. - -

Preforence 1ists sulmitted by players prior %o a game will show England as & first

‘choice more often than any other mation. Prolably, this popularity is due in part to

the ease with which this power can be played, but there is a deeper psychological reason
as well., England 1s English-speaking; and, moreover, has been the “good guy" in recent

. world affairs, at least from an American standpoint. We in North America, for the most
part, have less trouble identifying with England than with any other European natlon. .- -
And T personally believe that that 1s the real reason for England's popularity.

i A.couple of generalizations ckn be made about playing England. . More than any:. . -

<% "other country, England must rely on naval power. Toward the mid-or-end-game, armies %7 . 7

.-+ can be used effectively on the continent, but in the early going, England's first. - -
"’ contern is to bulld fleets. An England that does not control the high seas is no

" England at all. : - o : : S T

Another rule of thumb is that often in the early and middle stages of the game,
England will want to keep an ammy stationed at home (say, in Yorkshire) and/or a fleet
in the North Sea for defensive purposes. This is less true after England has gained

~ control of all of the swrrounding areas and is thus more immune io a quick stab.

.~ A third generaligation would be the fact that if Russia is preoccupled in the south,
England can often annex StP and hold it despite Russian attempts to regain it. A
potential friend may be lost, but 1t may not matter if ithe move is timed to render the
Czar impotent.

let us examine the English options at the beginning of the game now. Suppose you

 have drawn this power; what are your cholces in the early going? One beautiful aspect

of playing this country is that you may not need to make a choice in 1901, Often

- - enough, if Frence or Germany is sincere about an alliance, either or both will be glad .

" 4o help you take Belgium. You can make your declsion concerning an ally on the btasls

of the fall 1901 moves. And that army in Belgium can be used quite powerfully agalnsi
either of the two neighboring powers.. ' o s

o ... Allow me to back up, though, J‘boancm:la' pme-spriﬁs ‘1901 mgotiatibns. The:r:e é.r:e S0me -
rules of thumd here, too. First and foremost, negotiate with France for an agreement
~ of neutrality in the English Channel. This is important whether or not you intend to

live up to itj a bounce there canmot possibly help either party. Secondly, talk Russia
into not moving A Mos~StP. You may need to stir up some action (or rumors thereof) in

‘. the south, but you would like to keep that army away from Scandanavia. Third, start

" asking both France and Germany about the possibility of helping you take Belglum in

- return for your friendship. -

What are the possibilitles for your opening moves? For the fleets, there are only

two sets of orders that are reasomable. The first, and most common, is F Edl-Nwg,

‘. P Lon-Nth. The second is F Edi-Nth, F Lon-Eng. The first 1d a cautlous wait-and-see

strategy; the second is riskler and usually involves stabbing France right off the ‘Tbat.

. let us look at the first set, which i1s known as the Churchill Opening. -

With your fleets opening to the Norih and Norweglan Seas, you have an excellent
chance of picking up both Norway and Belgium in 1901 while antagonizing no one. The
army will be placed either in Yorkshire or Edinburgh, depending upon inltial negotiations.
The unit is more flexible offensively in Edinburgh, but is in a far better position to
defend against a French stab if it is in Yorkshire. In Edinburgh, the unit can be
convoyed into Norway without sacrificing Belgium. While an army in Edinburgh is often
considered anti-Russian, it need not be. The Czar need only start worrying if the
army is placed in Scandinavia, but the unit can also take Belglum while England places
F Nwg in Norway, a move which can hardly be construed as an attack on Russia. So
unless Russia objects or you suspect early French treachery, open A Lvp-Edi.
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I shall briefly discuss the opening stab of Frances A Lvp-Wal, F Edi-Nth, F Lon-Eng.
This is only recommended if you are sure of a German ally and Russian neutrality.
The army will be placed in Wales to prepare for a convoy into France or Belgium.
There are three choices of a destinationj Brest, Picardy, or Belgium. Each is good in
certain situations. If you wish to move to Brest, you must try to deviously make
sure that France will not defend that province. If you bounce him there, he will
. have 1t open for the Wuild of a fleet. So some tricky negotiatlon through a ﬂ:i:r.ﬂ
- party might be in order here. Move to Brest only if you are going to make 1t4n, .7
A convoy to Picardy, on the other hand, will hardly ever be stopped. 4And if France
-suspects that you will be trylng for Brest, he will occupy it himself in his attlempt
to defend it, thus preventing himself from being able to btuild there: The disadvantage
of the move to Plcardy, of course, 1s that you will not receive that valuatle second
build. But the powerful position you gain may make it worth the loss. Finally, you
can take Belgium, possilbly with German support if necessary. In any event, after you
.- - bave committed yourself with this opening, place the army on the continent in the fall.
intIn all cases; the fleet in the North Sea will iake Norwiy. Please note that I'sild you
g should be sure of your German ally for this opening; you will be leaving the North :
Sea open as you take Norway, and a German fleet in the North Sea would be an embarrassing = |
spectacle indeed in 1901. )
But England, more often than not, does well to maintain a low profile in the first
year. A look at some of the longer range possibilities is now in order. .
... . 'The. d/France alliance may well be the most powerful on the board except
for Russia ey. With thelr backs to the Atlantic, it is very difficult for any other
- alliance to gain a powerful position against these two. Gemmany, of course, is the
- first unhappy victim. The Kalser faced with England/France is a first cousin io the
giraffe with a sore throat. The pair will often agree that England will take Belgium
in 1901, while France takes the Iberian centers and tries for Ruhr or Munich. Belgium
can be turned over to France once England takes Holland or Denmark. And Germany will
last 1ittle longer than a snowflake in July. In fact, there are a few alternative
options for England in 1901. He can, depending on circumstances, pass up Belgium
and try for Holland or Denmark (usually resulting in a standoff), or in rare cases
may even want to slip into the Helgoland Bight. There are several ways for E/F to
clobber Germany. England®s share of the spoils will probably consist of Holland;,
Kiel, Denmark, and Berlin. After that, if the alliance is to remzin intact, Russia
will be attacked. Of course, there is the possibility that one ally will stab the
other after Germany falls; England is usually better equipped to stab France than the
other way around. The usual agreements to prevent such a breakdown would be a pact
not to tuild fleets in London, Liverpool, or Brest except when necessary; an agreement
to avold moving to the Channel, and limitations on the number of English armles which
may be placed in Germany. Provided that the two remain loyal, France will wind up
expanding through Italy and the Med while England starts 'bringing armies down 'bOHa.rd
_ southern Russia and Austria. .
Ee From the diplomatic.standpoint, England/l'ra.nce would 1like to see Russia. and Ita.ly
"’ kept busy elsewhere until Germany crumbles, It's usually not too hard to talk Italy
into moving east, and Russia should be kept busy in the south. 3Best bet: +try to
instigate an Austro/Turkish allisnce, Ii can often be broken up la.ter, or if mot
-the rair will fall to the western two‘anyhows:: =0 e R R
England/Germany 1is a bit less potent than Engla.nd/l?mnce, though nany players
still prefer it. This pair has a somewhat easier time coordinating thelr positions;
Germany can basically work on the interior of the continent whlle England nlbbles away
at the fringes. The first victim, not surprisingly, is almost always France. Unless
a gross incompetant is playing France, you may well want to enlist Itallan help for
the intial campaign. Otherwise, the iwo of you are in for a long btattle, France's
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defensive position being among the best on the board. If Itallan aid can be had,

you may try to keep the eastern powers busy by encouraging either Austria/Russia
versus Turkey, or Austria/Turkey against Russia. You generally do NOT want o see
Russia/Turkey formj this alliance has a terrific chance of beating you after Austria
falls., Turkey, in particular, must be diverted from a Medlterranean campalign because
England will eventually be fighting its way in. Russia/Austria is your best bet here.
A major problem with Engla.nd/Gemany is lack of telance., England can ofien stab
Gexmany to death, but the reverse is much more difficult. The problem is, Germany
has no use whatsoever for any fleets, so England can justifiably request that none ‘ne
ilt. The result is that the Englishman can land on the shores of the continent.

~ just about anywhere and anytime he damn well chooses, and Germany can do little: but .
.~ watch., To my way of thinking, this alone would probably be reason enough for Gemmany .
‘4o build a fleet or two - as a deterrent. In any event, barring a stab, Germany will
" be in for a long, drawn-out war with the southern or eastern winner(s) in the Tyrolla-

Bohemla-Warsaw-Moscow area, while Bngland expands into Iberia and Italy a bit faster.
Except for Kolland, Dermark, and Sweden; England would probtably hold all the nort.hern

) coa.sta.l centersi with Germany holding those three plus all the inland centers,

England/Russia is a less common alliance, and I'm going to give it a briefer-

'mention. Frequently these two will join forces in the mid-game out of necessity,

. such as when things go wrong withi other alliances that have been made. England might

offer Norway to Russla in exchange for Kiel and Denmark, but the palr can work out

. the arrangements in severel different ways. The northern Russian fleet may have to. be .
- ‘annihilated for England's well-being, tut if Russia holds Norway this should be a.ccap'ha.ble. ﬁ

Once this alliance gets rolling, 4t is hard to stop, But I personally ha.ven't heen
witness to many occasions where this alliance does in fact get rolling.

A mid-game alliance with Italy is certainly a good alternative. England will start
by allying with either France or Gemany and wiping out the other, but Italy will later
Join with England in a stadb of the power in the middle. 1In this alliance, the parties

. will probably agree to leave their naval forces out of the area around Iberla..

And, of course, a cross-board pact with Austria or Turkey can be devastating.
Especially if the a.].ly is Turkey, the rest of the board, starting around 1905 or so,

-.can be crushed in a “squeeze play” between the two- witches. This alliance probtebly

will not form solidly in ihe early goingj btoth pa.rtners nust first gain a domlna.nt

-position on their own half of the board.

Finally, mention must be made of the western triple (E/F/G) alliance. For

" Bngland, this is a terrific option. More often than not, the triple will make some -

headway before France or Germany gets the knife, but England is the least likely of
the three to0 be stabbed. Not to sound overly pessimisticg this alliance can also

‘hang together and rule the entire board in short order.

S0, in conclusion, England has a wealth of good options and is a relatively

" safe and easy country to play. A bit of advice to the beglmer: avoid the pitfall..

_‘ ~of using the abbreviation "Nor"; Engla.nd s opening moves can he screuad up immensely
+- by this trivial 1iitle oversight, .= e R b

_For many are the Englishmen have perisheﬁ in the war, ,
By dreaming up the perfect plan, but ord'ring fleeis to Nor.

Avoid that trap, build fleets ea.rly, a.nc'l choose your ally slowly and carefully;
and you should do well as England.

((This article was written in 1986, I still have a few golden oldles like this
in my files., Looking back over it, I see a number of poinis that I now disagree with,
especlially the very limited attitude I had toward English openings. So don't take it
as gospel. Just take it as the enthused secribblings of a hobby novice who had
nothing better to do on a lunch hour four years ago...

I like my more recent negotlations-type articles much better than this,))
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The followlng information regsrding Diplon 1984 comss from Al Pearson, Box 898,
Charles Town, WV 25414,

The 1984 DipCon will take plsce in Dallas, Texas, in associatlon wiith the 1984
Orlgine. Due to scheduling difficulties with the propossd universiiy site, the dates
and location have been changed. The new datss are June 21.24, and the con will be
held a2t the Market Hall Convention Center end at two loc: ! hotels,

The cwrrent schedule calls for a two-round Dipleomacy ‘cvzpnament for 3aturday and
Sunday. Round one will start at 1:00 PM on Saturday with random Yoard asslgnmenta,
Hound two will start et 83130 AM on Sunday and will be zeedsd based on the round one
rasults.

The Diplon Scclety meeting will bc held at %100 FM o» Saturday night. At least
one varilant towrnsment 1s scheduled for Fridsay, and a ;' 21 discuesion 1t belng planned
for Saturday nmorning.

Origins plane to start sending out preregisiratlor irdc in early March. Delta
Airlinss has agreed to a 30% dlsccunt on eirfares to {.1las for this event. Further
info can be obtsined from Al Pearson by anyone in‘»rosted.  Alas, your humble editor
is going to pase un Origins this year in faver of Kabindcu and maybs XaneXon.

Kell, pretty brief 1asue here, yeah? CSome letters (Beysrlein, Reilly, Woodson,
Pgery, Brown) are being held over ti1l next time as I didn't have time or space to
type "ep all up for this ish. This is a long weekend thanx to George's Birthday,
but I°ve been a bit under the weather foxr several days, plus I°m headlng into Albany
az scon as I get this in the meil on Saturday, 2#nd down to Hannacroix to visit my
favorite ex-student on Monday, leaving lees time than I°d like to get thias issue
together. Plus, there ars soxe nsw and, um, #xciting changes going on in my life
right about now, which I hope to be able tc shars with all of you befors too long.
And nc, I don’t msan that I°m signing up for a new Diplomacy game...

BRIX

Bruce Linsay
73 Ashualot St., Apt. 2
Dalton, MA 01226

Your sub expires with lssus # iz



