


Nl % o T ‘=1et%ers about ny d‘!’ing fron tha
latest issua of Anduin. and one of thosa out was my own. Since the letter was
replying to issuez that had been trought up in Anduin, YD is not really the right

place o ina ﬁiwm i'h, bab mmwm@ print the letter I'1l say my
piece hers.

- As anyaps vho mmﬂuin knows, Eric doas not approve of ry (Ming style.
Recently, the debataa there have degenerated, however, with Eric sadly out-argued
and more or less basked into a loglcal corner, sullenly making wilder and wilder - °
statenents and backing them up less and less, He has a bad habit of attaching
derogatory adjectivas to. ay. GMing, and then standing by thex even after several of
his readers polnt out how ludimus they are. Olaan in tha htest 1ssu- hints to

And hten"-m?tha;__;@am,} &n; a;; entimly Mralazad discussion. he. t‘hmua 1n an entirely
gratultons; “haybe. our natior has been fakihg hypourite lessons from Bruce Linsey,* _
Well, maybe L'm: & hypoorite.and maybe: I'm m(i!vs certashly been called much uom!).
but Eric‘mmm for«cadd tog: m m‘ Citartain): ;hau"'m m & 11%1& to’ bo
desired, \ngﬁg 3 éx@ u'm, ’;;?7;1933 : ‘ ’

And speski: deals: ".'r;mtmtomrs.c.-wt o
a couple of hsmf“éﬁﬁ ’ha stated” %Bii'% he had not won the REPTUNE game here, he
would ha lieven mm&m mm} A dEregular ruling,  Yupy,
folks, m&*ﬁ@% sicdo: Xapa; “Woor -hypoerite, vill algn up for a game ;
knowing, £ull well, thet the. (8. t&s@m@m csrmtm ‘ahd then, ‘upori 1o#ing; séek
an :I.rresular Tk ings: _%m*thgé Szl ed ktriotly. !ﬂurtmfdly. Aong-of the othor
four playere who,were § ' Ehe: I'n m ‘that Pat -

'3”10% d.Jedxy. Beb hchas 2. t 4f Bric

hadn't won, ho'dhepmtem, win. of whoever had: '
Ever. zaye. inperiantly. the. whelg 1&&&& ﬂaﬁ' g 8 gm mmw becam the
GMing was. 5#;};::; ;m;‘bam. - The day 3t Aappens WAL1 be: the day that the "irregular”
label will '1 uoh.of 8. oxed L bAlity with many hobby members; ayself includsd,’ ~ :
:Compn xuled. i _:‘guxg,mMm tha M allowed black presa? Becausa -
ingi mmmmmm uwt t-hn.t uhieh 1: CRA

for parentheaind oraara. he rule ullw:!as to el -Tor thoir same mnulta as
s00on as the deadline a m@, az mm ‘ng ‘conditional ordere. lianc ‘of

: s hobby. He agm I have both & Joyad atayi.ns twm cther's v
houses. and ham shucd many gooa_t;ncs a.t oons. an‘, -. aluwhem, But hia argﬂunts hie P
I woul&:'t malw ﬂ:at clain mbout. ,just anyone uho din_-sree- with me on m.'mg,
either. I am worlds apart fzom Beter: Ansoff anit:Nike Baxpoy: for Apstance, but they
at least make. their points mll and’ are “therefore much hazdor to mfnte in these
debates, o
Finally, since I'm ent.he '"'cﬁgw. Iminttwlast issue that my GMing

is attacked for ita lack of honiesty by nome other than Steve Arnawoodian. Considering
_t.he sauree, here 13 all the ‘rebutial that srgmem: nequs i
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On to othex topics {ses, this is a chatty issue, yes?j: it ocours to me that
some of the players on my standby llist might be seauning the game reports each issue
for mentions of thelr name. This is not necessary. When you are called to stand by
3n VD, you receive a special flysr with your copy of the 1ssue, which glves you the
names and addresses of all the players, and offers you a copy of ny houserules and
any info you may need about the game. You can't miss it. So sleep sasy.

And, while I'm on the subjsot, the standby 1ist in VD consisis of the following
people at this time: Peter Ansoff; Konrad Baumelster, Doug Beyerlein, Don Burd,
Dave Carter, Jim Chatfield, Pat Conlon, Jathy Cunning, John Davies, Michael Ditz,
Mazk Duarte, Chardo Edlson, Mike Ehli, Greg Ellis, Matt Mlaming, Mark Frueh,

Dan Gorxham, Ty Hare, Bob Howerton, Randal Husk, Edmund Jedry, Mark Johnson, Mike Jones,
John Kadox, Erie XKane, Chuck Kaplan, Mati Kazur, Mike Ketiman, Steve knight,

Lexrxy Lansing, George Leritis, Jerry Lucas, Jim Makue, John Morris, Brian Orleff,

Pat Pakel, “Jane Proskin", Jeff Punches, Michael Quirk, Rleclk Ragsdalas, Paul Rauterberg,
Rob Schmunk, Beb Weeney, Don Williams, Rob Wittmond, G.E. Biendexr, Ken Hager,

Dan Young, and Dob Foote. That's a total of 47, rot counting the ringers, which 1s
atill the longest stendby ilst in the hobby, unless Andy Lischett has pasased me again.
Anyone who wanis on or off should let me know., Standbys play for free, and receive
thres free lssuss upon finlshing out thelr positlon.

Alas, it is vexy hard to goi into = YD game as a staadhby, what with 47 of you
willing to £il1 in for 24 positions which are mostly occupied by very reliahle players
anyways. Anyene on the standby 1list who doean't want to be called into a particular
YE gano should let me know. Any VO player who doesn‘t want a particular atandby
called into nie game should let me Xmow. Such reguests will be held in confldence
and honored within reason.

The cholee of which standby I will call for any given position 1s, of course,
up to me (I don't follow any set pattern like some other Gifs do), but I do take
many different facicrs lnto account. IL Y am aware that a player is eager to get
into o VD game, I will be likeller ito call him. There are a couple of people on
the list uho are in the status of "as & last resort only" ~- Paul Rmmterberg and
Konrad Baumelistsr, which means in all probabllity that they will never be called.

I take into account whether you are already playing in 2 VD game, and sbethsr any
of the playesrs in the game nseding a standby live near you, and whather, as far as I
can determine, you are already in other games with any of the players. Any of ithese
wlll decreass your chance of heing called for the poeitlon in questlon. Also, once
you have played in or even siocod by for one cocuntry iu 2 given game, you can naver
be asked to stand by for a different cowntry in the sawme game, under my houserules.
Howaver, X do have a practice of repeatedly calling the same person over and over
for the same poslilon wntil he gets in, zs there 1e nc harm in this and in faot it
can be beneflaial as the person may by ithen have some idea of where that country
gtands in the game, I have seen some pretty screwy pracilces used by other highly-
regarded GMs in callling standbys: Michalski once cglled on someone to stand by
for both Italy and Austris in the sage game at the game time, and Larzalere once
called a player intoc the game after [ had been ellminated as a dlffereat country.
You won't find that going on here! Nor will you ever see a cowntry go into Civil
Disordexr for more than a season. Thq reasons for this were glven in a BRUX Speaks
editorial in ¥D #51. CD 1s harmful to the game snd I would prefer io call a delay
vhile a replacement player 1s found, even for a one-gentar power.

Standbys in VD are welcome to summit press, proppeals. votes, etec.3 but whatever
they send in will te ignorsd Af the original player returns. I still xecall with
annoyauce an instsnce in Swedish Roundabcut uhere one Bernard Sampson was called as a
standby for an ¥MRing Dick Martin. Martin retwrned the next season, but Sampson was
“in" the game long enough to hsve printed a enlde press releass referring to me as
a win-only player or some such. (I ended up as part of a two-way draw.) So in YD,
I won't print standby press unless the person actually lands the position. However,
any playsr who has played in a given game here may continue %o wrlte press for that
game even after he 1s no longer in it. See RIGEL last issue, with press from Bob
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Swasney, G.g. (L3d I ceally leave the “S" off his nane in the standby list on the
previgus mm’f u"JI‘”} "hout that. hHob!)

ihene 18 olse a peliey in VB thet, after a pleyer has MiBed, other players (as
woll as she fsfc.anqi:v\ ray fiad out from me before the next deadline whether or not the
wrdginel. player ez refuwmsd. I explained the reasons for this polley Mack in YD #63,
hut Lo onleklr swmmarize, the standby 1s doing a favor for both me and the other
nlavsrs, and nay not want to go to all the effort of negetlating 1f he lsn't golng
o get the pouitlon anyway. This practice violatas the usual GMing yrocsdure of not
svey revenling wisther a player has ozders on file, but | view 1t as preferable to
aing the standby (end the other players) wonder who will be playing the position
vaxt seseen. So 1T you NMR here, be forewarned!

Stendbys who fall te answer a call are. in general, removed from the standby list,
88 ars playors who drep out of a gawe. Basclally, ay reasoniang on that matter 1s that
1 Just want reliable peorle there, sc that I can avold delsylng a game to fill a
vaceted mositlon.

snd speaking of playezs who drop out of a game, VI hae a poliey of pullicisming
tbe names of such players here from time to time. to warn other GMs and/or eco-players
elserzehara that these people nay be somewdat less than mallishle. If you drep out of

v V) gamo, your name reamedius on the Slightly Blacklsh Lisi for a year. wmless you

wolte an apology; explanatma for yowr drop. Flagers whc have dropped out of a ¥D
rame over the course of the last year are Brent Benneit; Dove Spector, Peter Bilistein,
#iike Frick, Peter Eevacae and Dave Fowell. ‘That’s may too many! Bear in mind also
that you may lope the mlance of your avb without refund 1¥ you drop out here, I
vou cennet plavy on, Do any resson. ssand in a reslgpeticn with a2 final set of orders.
It makasg thin:vs much casier for me and for the othexr playexn,

So now you've all up e date regardlng VD's stsndby policleal

o

Since D'y in one of ny mors legunelous woods, § think I°11 take the tlne to comment
Japthex on Bob Olsen's letter in the latest Anduin, Hob suggests that 21l players
new w the hobby bde forced to play thelr fizet game in VD, much as ths Axny sends Iis
ney recruits 1o a toug:n toot camy o weed cul the widesirables. He plutures ne na
the Lou Gossatt of poetsl Dirlomacy, wsaring one oi thoss Smakay Bezr bhats. waviag
a 82t of disallowed orfierzs and screaming. “Hey, college man! Spain done got twe
constal® and sugzests thzt I e hired se hobly driil insirveter. He then 5oas on
by say that I G for ferosious eompetliioys 1llks myself., who want to sgueeze cvery
pocaible advantage oub of thelr positlons, eved that which can e massaged cut of
that vast mesezvoly of deiail known am the Houseruies.

Well: Bchb’s comments are sxtremely funny and mestly oo the mark, though I prefer
to think that I'n Ming for that cogment of the hobby whe went a reliabie, accurate,
and striet G {ihat lest dsseriplor belng the hugaboo for many playera). However,
if 2 playver iz emart onough to read the heuserules and gain soma advantaze fron thla
info, then 1 pay more power o him. Really, thovgn, Y should elaborxate Juet a 1iiile
er ay philessnhy regarding the play of paa.tal DMploracy.

Yhen you sii down to play an acroas ille board game, you doa’t wani to apend mois
than a fow minutes; iFf that, lesrning the rules. ‘!‘.'ou"re Just thers for amn hour orx
three worth of fwn, and you prokably wou’l remembey this partloular gsms for move
than a few days anyhow.

The same 13 got true when you sign up for a Game of Poatal Diplommoy. liow we
ara mlk;lna sloiut a mejor eveni in your: 1ife. Yow: Game may taks over btwo years o
finish, 8 is a vexy signifleant portion of youy entire life -~ hell, some
narrisges don’t last that long these days. You should cavefully cousider and
contenplate this Game you awxe atoult to undertake for at least a few weeks In
advarcs, to make sure you're not rushliag ianto ap wmsuliable long-texrm arrangament,
vl upon signlias ups you stiould have no objection whotscever lo spsnding an houx ox
twe reading the Rules for tho Gawme you are golng fo be playing for the next iwo yeszs.
in fachk, you sheuld weni to do thls, sluce this Game will o ona of the most lmportant
agants An FOur um*i iuu, T myself sm contemplziirg enitoving g Cape 27 sums .’m'?

t two on thray y2ars. rni el lgve gou mit::rwm I dos X an guim: o e

cd 5 ey e reed tha Hifla S AT T - S A A ad Thw Apel Bt us




*531ly"..."inconsistent”, .. "bypocritical”..."honesty and falrness ls flushed

down the %tollet"! YD ocace again presents its ralson d'@tre: the GAMES! Without
NMEs, of courteé...

i A P PSR I AT A AE NI I SR
ORION 1682y
KAISER FALLZ ASLEEP A4S SOUTHERN ALLIANCE ADVANCES!

Autumn 1911

FRANCE: A Spa T GAS

Winter 1911

ENCLAND: Build P LVP

TRANCEs Remove A4 Bur

GERMANY: NBR' (M removes F Bal

ITALY: Build & 0M

RUSSIA: Remove A Fru

TURKEY: even

Spring 1912

BRGLANT {Ansoff):; F ILvp-IRI, ¥ Lon-WAL, F Swe-NWY, I' pat-mid

FRANCE (WAlliama): 4 GAS 85 A Max, 4 MAR S A Cas, ¥ Por S BNGLISH F Naot-Mid (ann).
F BRG & ENCLISH F NAt-Mid

CERMANY (Wittmend)s F Bal H (HSU). A KUN H, A Bel 5 4 Mun (1 *"U) A DER U, F BOT (,

4 STL-Gal, 4 LVN S A Mos (BSU), A RIE Uy FEDI U

ITALY (Howezton): A VIE 5 TUBKLSA A Bob (OTH), A Rom~TUS, I Hap~T¥R, A TY0-Mun,
4 Pib-fiax, P Hid-POR (F SPr{se) 8)

RUSS1A {Beyerlein}; A Moa S A War (d; x StP, OTE), A WAR S A Mos

TURKEY (Lerltte): F LY0 8 ITALIAN I Spa(ec)-Mar (NSO), I wis-Mid (F KAF 8),
A GAL-¥ar, A S0H~o1l, A& Sev-M0S (A UKR 8), A Amm~RWM (F BLA ©)

Game Notes: Turkey wante it puhlicized that he voted in favor of the {illegal)
concesslon to Austrla.

S8incs Germany dld not submit a removal covder, his F Bal was removed in accordance
with the VD housarule coverlng (O removals. In case anycine not famllliar with my
notatlon 18 not suve, the Cerman unlis on ths board are in the speces which are
capltalized, There are no German unlts in Bal, Bel, or Mos. OK?

Prases

AOM to CON: 1 do belleve that the folks in Paris arve getting emoilonsl about this
war. Whail on earih did you tell tpem to evoke sugh an outburst as appeared in ths
last press? Actually, it was the pest bit of press I°ve read for a long whille.

ROM to PAR: Cheap underwear, am I? We’ll see who has your shirt befure long.
MUNICH o TYROLIA AND ROHENMIA: 8o once agaln vasi armies struggle in stalemste,
here in the very center of Europs. Thank God for good Cerman nilitery englnesring
and ihe Bavarlan Alpsi :

ROM to LOMi1 I liked your bit of p.pess even more. I thowght I was reading Horrnblower
there for a momant, Hang in there, There will aiways be an England (or so someons
once mald). '

‘TURKZEY to TURKEY: Boy, you'rs a Turkey,

ROM to PAR: It ls about time to start bullding the barricades for your defenss.
First Lisbon, then Marseilles, then...

H SR AIIANTIG AT BF AN FHASABN D FRES P
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FECASUS 19823
RIESIA WINSH GERMANY 4ND FURKBY SURVIVA!

The I4CASUS gare has ended i a win by concessicn Jux Russia. The proposal fon
wiis. peda last month, pasesd wuanimously. ‘The gamo-~a.1 chari, cast of playsys,
and JTinal prass all follow. Congratulations to Mika orn 2 hard-earned  victory,
and te ell tue oilwr players for hanging in there. Jongentulzticns sspacially to
vaba and Jaff fur stayiong siouad t13) game's end. And thonks to Mark Frueh for the
gtandly oxders hich, 1t jvene avd, would not hwve been wreded had the game contimwed.
Endgane stetomentz axe dus next woath. NIR fees hsve ciruady busn retwrned (remember?).

Gane-end Shavt:

18 0z 03 o4 05 85 oF 08 9 10
AUSTAIA DR % 7 768 T8 "55 7 7 6 Cames 1982%
NG ND ¥ 5 8 9 8 & 6 5 + 3 Zine: The Voice of Door
FRANCE oy 8 % 3 & 6 7 3 B G Bruce Linsay
IR ANY 5 % 2 1 4+ i 1 1 2 1
Ty Y k4 1 0 . .
A5 & 4 6 ¢ B W0 11 13 iz 15 wins!
TURLY & 3 3 3 3 1 1 t 1 1

Oast of Players:

AUSTRE Ay  Bandal Naek

PIGLANG s  Jaks Hslverasisadt

FRANGE: J'p Chaifiold

GERIANY:  Jobhn Hao¥sriansg

ITALY: Mike dones (out 1G0%)

Reddid: Mike Hoeirnoer Lwon 1‘;’311)

THRVEY  Mlchasi Syink (rosigusd S 02}, Jsff Punches

Fiogl Fraso

ANKARA: The Sidtun awoke in his palace thie morning and Jound t0 hls curprise thet
he was stlll giive. Surprises do happen, even in Turkev.

IORDCH tn QWD Thess dasned Conservativew Xeew toliny :ver the goverwment, and
txying to siop Snglish invelvement in the war. Then, t.« uoble Latour party wins 1t
btack. Homeland ot death! We will win!

BRUKX to PEGASUS: Thanks to all of you =- PEGASUS was lcir of fun. Now, lei’s have
zome nlce, Julcy onde-game reports from all of you, G457

SUEES GELET 8 TET NENRUHE N B e S e EREF SR DG DENT Her REETBNCEEE oL ChEE 2 Des AR R EE GeBr DR

PRGA3UB 18 ouly the Fourth won game in YD's history. The very first waa Dave
Claman’s 18~nentar win es Mrance, in the ECLIPSE game ~- . gaue that was marred by
both sloppy play end unvsuwally poor Ging. The sg¢cond was Fon Brown's win hy
couceaslon as lily in KEFLER, Than there came Fever Bli‘steln's alni-win as a one-
ceitter Tuxkey in the KILKY WAY game, Lul this wss ignorad by wnanlmous playar conesnt
aad the game cortlinied; therefore it doesn't count. The third win heve was Exiu
Kane's 18-center kussian victory in MEPTUNE. And now Mike Melsner joins this elite
COXpE =~ way to zo, Miks!l

{But let uc noi be %oo guick to fnrget tho Houserules® victory in SIRIUS,
chuckle, chuckle...)
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G UASAR 16524
ERRORS COST WESTERN ALLIES GALICTA AND UKRAINE!

Spring 1910
AUSTHRTA (Orloff)s 4 Ven-20M, A Tye-VEN (A TRI 8), & Bud-GAL (A VIE 8)
EMGLAKD (Glaspey): A MOS-Ukr, A STP-tos (A LVN 8), A Pru-TEN (F BAL C), ¥ Bel~-ENG,
% SIL 8 FRENCH A Gal, F Nth-HLG, F Nug-NiH, P BAR H
FRANCE (Suxd): A God 3 BNGLIOH A Mos-Ukr (ann), A Mun-1Y0 (A BOH S, 4 PIE 5),
F LY0-Tus, F TyR-Ion (F TUN S)
GERMANY (Howertonis A Gal S BMGLISH A Mos-Ukr (NSU), A WAR U, A BER~Sil, A KIW-Ber
ITALY (Ketiman): A TUS-Ven s
CURKEY (Gweeney): ¥ NAP 8 AUSTRIAN A Ven-Rom, F_EAS-Ion (P GRE 8), A Rum-UXR (A SHV 8),
A Bl-RW {F PLA S), A Ank-ARM

Press:

CCN to £ARIS: He tarks liks a dog, acts like a dog, moves 1ike a dog...de you think?!?
LONDON to PARIS: What 41d T tell you? (A5 ap ex-teacher, I'm tempied to say, “"We'ire
gelng to do this until we gei it right...")

CON to AUS: Hold until welieved {you can take a poity txeak later...}.

GERMANY: Der Kaiser ie happy to sanounce that the cnze moud Impexrial Armies ave
onca zgain on the march. : '

COH to FRA: Join 2 grewing alllance. Thera's planty of xeal estate to the Horth
for grabs. There's a "fores" in owr slilance (it's calleé "momentwm".} (Or Exlax
A7 you prefer.)

QoY to GER:s What is this thing that allows you to survive?

LONDON ta WOHLD: After recsiving another fatuous note {rom the Sultan, England’s
clever queen ponders her next move. "Does he belleva we intended maekly to let

him nake likraina a bass for Eastern depredations? Hah! ¥ shall block any such
designa! We think highly of our allies; we  shall reslst every dastardly attack;
ths banners of civilization -~ France, Germany, Britain -- shall prevaill”

RICEL 1983K
YOUSH! THAT TERRIBLE FACE IS IN A TERRIBLE FLACE!

Spring 1905

AUSTRIA (Knight): A BOM-Gal, A Tyo~VIE (4 TRI S5), A SER-Rum

FRANCE (Have): A_BUE-Mun, A Gas-MR, I Tyr-iON, I Wes-TUN, F Iri-3ID, F Lvp-WAL

GERMAKNY (Hedntzmanj: A &di-YOR, F Lon-WIH (P SXKA S, F UEN $), A VEN-Tri, A Mun-TY0,
A PIE S A Mun-Tyo, A Bexr-HMUY (A KIE 8)

ITALY (Ellis): F Tun~-TYR, A Hap-ARU {A ROM S)

RUSSIA (Kleiman)s A Nwy-SWE, F Nth~-NWY, A StP-MOS, A4 Gal-BUD (A _RWM S), A UKR-Gal,

F_SEV-Bla ; .
FURKEY (Reilly):s F_ANK-Pla, F Aeg-COK, F Ion-ADK, & Gre~BUL, A Smy-ARY

Game Notes: The proposal to sllow press one day late for thls season only passed.
My proposal last time to print press ths demdline it is veceived, regardless of
season separations, dld not pass.

({RIGEL continues next page))




VD proaliy peasouiBoec.s .

EXTRAVAGAN

ELaXTingsas

The powertul Gerusn Falser and his 4reachercous wizmerd drsof, Heasputnann
Ty=Threepls and his two-~ceni sideklek, Bobitwo-Detoo

Taar Dave [iedinss end his lovely Tsardna Lord; and thelr 1ittle kitty cat, Whlakers
Prlne Mialater Crog Ellis of Italy, seeking his impeincne! famlly in Venlce

Tiars, the Eihiopian encbantvess whoe casts & strans, and powerful spsld

The dastardiy Suntan Reidlly of Turkey, and his mosi irusted friend and aide

Compander Helsun von Heintuman, 1n charge of a rensgade pirate vesssl sonewhere iu
the norithoro walers, and his caplive, Prime Kinisisr Tob Swweney of England

Cupcakas Cleckwirnder, & young aan on a strangs and porilous mlesion, and his ilnecle uisen

“Lorilgua.” a mystsrious whore from Monaeo whe possessen a mysterlous subconseclious
tulant

Derth Lirsay. avii Lerk Lowd of the Liplomacy Wars, Jeopaidy Wers, Chess Wars,
Press Ware, [tar Wars, asd olher ware; and his ryithless subordinats, Governor Bexch

snd varicuz cthsr aegortad droogs, clones, and princesses. ..

WHATH ((via KUESIA); to BLACK:

i{ Pt PR3

2) P& PQE2

3% P-¥i o pRS

B omegmy wer |
RUS3IAs las anyone noticed that Cormany snd Russia are pl.aying chess, anéd they are
white and tlack ir sach gane and thet a ¥nighi 1s & chess nlece and that Rellly is
in Moscow and thet avexyons can tw talled by 2 one-syllable name {Greg, Steve, Rich,
Dave, Ty. Bruce, fob, and lels)?
BRIZ to RUEHTIA:;  "Nolose"? Ian't irat stretching *hings a Bit? But 1've noticed
tiat you guys dor®t obey ons of the sardinal rules of English: *I" before ™e*
gxoept altsr "e“. Rigbt, Klalman? Right, Rellly® Right, Heintzman?

( (RIGEL continues next page))



RIGEL (continued)

VIENNA to MOSC(OW: Rata, Your louss.
VIENNA to HOBODLY ZIN PARTICULARs s it ARMORED DWCK time yot?
RUSSIA to GERMANY: P-K4
ITALY to GM: You get prees after [ see the zins.
BRI o ITALYs Well, hurry up and take 1t out of the envelope, then, for crissakes!
GERMANY to GMs ((He "ELACK FOREST" press)) 1 don't belleve I really wrote all
ﬂl&tonv How I know 1I'm nuta.-.for 31&"653“
BRUX to GEBEMARY: You wrote it? Stop trying io take credit away from Rich Rellly.
You know he writes all the press here!
THE N{ILCR CURTAIN FROM VIERNA to CONSTANTINOPLE: Aad vwe will all go down together...
VIENNA to VIENNA: Eat hot death.
ANKARA: Spring at last! Isn't At wondexful?
VIENNAy Just like evexryone to kaow that my resl purpose in entering this game was to
test a hypothesis that the ALASAAIfF zu111b1T1ty of the Austrian player is inversely
related to Austvla®s fallurse. Thought I'd disproved it for a minute thers, but mo
luck. :
ROME to SNEAK #6¢ Nothing plays in Pledmont save operus.
KAISER to SULTAN: You have evexry right to be miffed; I apologize for my lack of
writing. Toc busy writing press!i!!i
VIENHA to RCME: Popular speculation has 1t I pulled off a miracle in Pall 1901. What
are my chances of securing papal dispsnsailon for anothexr?
VIENNA to THOR: ERNDI! Blg buzzer for the gentleman in black! The name of the
band is Talklng Heads, not “The" Talking Heads.
JATELINGE ROMEs Partles in Rome contlnue following the blondless takeover by Italilan
forces last spring, The Itallan forces added taken supporti to the German forces in
Venlce, and the Austrian forces that landed iz . Apulla are reported to be in
drastically shori supply of provisions. The call to arms in Naples has been met wiih
ineredibly enthusiastic support; with thousands of men rallying around the ery, "To
Yenice and Victoxyi®.
VIENiA to THE BLACK FOHEST: You need the build? Yes, look at the board ~- I need
the stupid build!
BRUX to VIERNNA: FHow cau a bulld be stupid? Builds are inenimate oblects, and there-
fore can be neither smart nor stupld. What a stupid press release that was.
VIEMVA to PARIS; Oh, sure, it'll work out okay...but for whom?
KAISER to TSAR:

3) P-K4 Q~KR5

4) N-QB3 B-QBA4

5) 77 :
SULTAN to KAISER: I°ve asked. When am I gomna repeive? (A reply, that is,)
ST. PETERSBURG to BRIK: ...Do you have any ideas that could get me a Turkish
ally? Ox, how about a Turkish centpr?
BRUX to ST. PETERSBURG: Sure. If you can afford to pay Rich Reilly $1000 to write
your press for you, thehs.. :
ELLIS to BRUX: Therel..,S0 I fiunk three tests this week. So my wife has left me and
my boss 1s genna firve me if he caiches me using hin typewriter again., So I WMRed
in four other gemes. I am a loyal screaming Dooml¢ to the end. I thought about
cutting this in half diagonally, but I hear that's’'already been done. Instead I
will Jjust mail this to you late encugh to keep you up for three nights typing it.
HAHAHAHAHAHAHA, '
BRUX to ELLISs Joke's on you, suckexr. It only took me two nighis!
MCSCOW: Hey Warsaw, do you know how many Turks it tekes {o changs a ligbt buld?
WARSAWs Yea, slx. One to hold the bulb and five to turn the ladder...
BRUX to RUSSIAs Rich 1s right, Dave. You'd better leave the Jokes to him,..
VIERNA to MOSCOW: Don't lock now; but one of us hasn’t lled to the other in this
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DATBLLIFR ROME:  The Prime Minister and his cablnet met for elght stralzhi hours today,
for the sixth day in a row. Very 1ittles lnformaticn 'ws lsaked out of these
conferences, bul speculation has it that there is a severe split in the cablnet as

to what ihs ammles® instru:tions are to be. Analylsis havo been adred by this
paper to copnent on the proceedings and where the Iitallan lroops are likely to hsad.

Firsi is the oplinion of Anicenlo Glseppl. Profeasor of 11lltazy Sclence at the
University oif Boms. Yihe creatlon of s ney second armored division was ebsolutely
esseniial {0 the security of Italy. If Tualy is evar w rgaln full soverelignty the
Armiss of Germany and Austria have to be driven from the vital land routes to the
north. (ur navy haso done en execellent Job of keeplng supplies from the mation of
Tunis flowiag into Itallan ports, and desplite the threat ¢? & cutoff from the French
and Turkish flests, I belleve the navy can keep thuse goods comling. The French have
not Iroken tbelr werd yet, and I doubt that they will do &5 now. The Turks, although
obviously heathens and less trustworthy than the Cathollc French, have genuine motlivg-
tion to onopersie with the Ytallan govexnmeni. Netwrally zopular opinlen in the socuth
A% peaviiy agadrst gn allience with the Turks: affer al1l;, many of the Szilors of the
Second Flee!l livad 1a the gsrea around Naples. KFut waxr and pollitles make sirange
wdfellows. Arn slilauncs with the Turks was inevitable. how loag 3t will laet depends
mostly npon the acticrs of the Germens and Russiuns. The Turkish govermment is in
an expansicnlst mood, and without the threat of an invasicn at home I am sure they will
he buck,

"In e veanilme sur ooncern has to b the xecovery of Northern Italy. The only
way tc do that would Yo uith armies erd prayer. Some adveocate an immediate attack on
Venloe, and { have to adndt that I am one of the adwncaves. We have been promised
srprort fxor the Austrians and our intelllgence wmiiis tell us that the Gexrmans don’t
plan on supperiing the Venlcs occupation foreces., I am sfizld the Prize Minister ls
#1inking more zisut the welfaxe of his family than that of Italy."

The Homorable Maglsirate and Professor of Pollticzl 3c'encs at the Tuscanlan
3ehool of Laws  “How qulekly the politicel tides can shif*t A few short months ago
the people of thie natlon turned to a new leadey to attaap” the nagotiating of an end
to the wsy. Now, heady wlih the scent of victuzy, wo bhave a factlon of jingoists
demanding retribution. Revengs 12 hardly eonugh motiwe to astart a war, and who would
we sttack? The Gerinans who presently occupy Venlee? The Austrians who have only
recently baen routed from the  Seven Hills? The Turke who lled so viciously to the
Prime Minister in bis firstl monthe? Perhgps the French, who are our most potent
threat? As you can ses, we are hardly in 2 position w clalm revenge upon those whe
have wronged us. It would meem a moxe wrudent meve, both silitarily and pelitically,
for the cabliael te nezotlats the eventuesl return sf Venire., Further bloodshed wovid
only further latenaify the anii-conservative party scntiment and furither weaken the
Prime Miristex®s nold on the govermment. I thlok an attack on Venine would bBe the
worst possibiz actlon on this polnt in tims."

Naval axperi and Pcofassor of llstory at the Upldverslty of Naples: “Italy has
historicslly besn = sea power, and it 1s the vital links to the African continen?d
that have kept uc alive thuc far., The lack of a gecond fleet i8 catastrophic!
Although Venice ls an excepilonal port, the prime target fur Italy should be to take
control of the Maditerrancan. Italy camnot tolerate forelgn vessels in her watsrs,
especlially the Xonian. The Prime Minlster 1s followlng a reckliess course, sure to be
the undeing of ouwr evuntry. I do rot advocate further axpunsioniam, but I am in favor
of a stronger deifeuslve positlion. The great Emplire of Ancisnt Rome controlled the
world through the powers of her Navy. It was not vntll +he leglons of Rome
attempted invasions of Germany and England that the Emplre met 1ts flrst defeats,

The lessons tha't history teaches ue should not s so casually thrown aelde.”

Cbviously there is a varlety of oplnion as to what Iiniy's goals are and how she
sti+34 go about achleving them. Cne thing that wasn't meniloned by any of our
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distinguished panel ic the fact that before the Prime Minlster took office Italy was
Zacing the very recal possibility of extinction. As is often the case in politics,

the putlic always asks, "What bave you done for me lately?” Dilssenilon is contlinuing
to grow, eand elsctlone will probatly be called for by the end of th.s year. Should
the Conservatlve party lose its coalition at thet time, then perhaps history wiil give
the Prims Minilster the Jjust and xightful title of Italy's saviowr. It dosan't look
like ho will be given his due by the people he has so tlrelessly woxrked to help.

ROME -~ THE PRIME MINISTER'S APARTMENT: Once again he found himeelf locklng out over
the rooftops of Reme in the 1light of early dawn., He locked much older than the last
tine he rememberad seeing this same view, the moxming he had heen asked to form a now
government, Rome wes safe now., At least for this year. Venlee wes still in Gemxman
hands, and his family, well, they were still alive at last raport. He had not seen
his wife for over a year, neaxly two, bui he found no aifflculty in rewemdering her
face. He pletured her laughing as they rode the gondolas together ln Venice. He had
bean puch youuger then, and she had completely captivated him. A& = lawyer jusi
starting oui his political career he had little to offer, but she never seemed to
nind. Her father had been a high official in the Dukedom of Venice previcus to Italy's
conselidation into a single country, He stlll had some 1lafluence ait the time the war
broke out, snd was appointed as a General in the Army. It was he wio had led the
Italians into btattle In Trieste, Mors than llkely he was dead now, as were most of
nis nen. . .

*Foolish old man,” he found himself talklnog to himself. TItaly's ancleni clalmsa
to Trieste were no reason to attack today. The old man kad no concept of modern war.
The Gexmans and Austrians had dug trenches fo hide in while the Itallan army stood
in neat rowe to be shoi down. The world was changing, and one had to change with it
or dis.

"Prine Ministexr?" A non-~descript man stood iln the doorway of the dimly-lit room,
peering into the darkness, Startled dy the intrusion, the Minister did not znawer
immedlately. "Prime Minlsiexr?" the man repsated, apparanily not sure of who stood
sllhoustied against the window.

"Who is asking?" One could never be too cautious. Enemies from within were
always more dangerous than any other.

*1 have e message irom the Prime Minlisier. From Venice." The man took on an air
of slight superiorlity, much 1like n chlld with a secret. "I have orders to tell the
Prime Minister onmly, and I was told to meet him here,”

The Minister crossed the room in fowr laxrge steps and grasped the startled
messengeyr by the shoulders., “You have word from py wife? Out with it, manl®

"Tesol have word of your wife, sir, She did not meke her normal readezvous with
the underground, We knew she wss beldng watched and thought that ahe had been unable
to get away. We sent a young boy 1o report on the lady's house. When he came back
he told us the place had been ralded by the Germans. They were taking out furniture,
clothes, everything. Our aples at the Geecupatlorn Headquarters never got woxd of this
development, ox I swear to you,. sir, we would % have gotten her out." The
mesgenger's volce took on a qualliy of rage and frusiratlon as he related the fuxther
detalls. Ths Prime Minlster turred tack toward ine window. It wouldn’t be good fex
this underling to see the tears hg could mot hold back.

"Is she still alive? Can you tell me that?®v '

"Our contacte tell us that she 1s beling held at Occupatlon Headquartera. She is
safe for the moment. I am afrald there 1s more news, sir. They tell us that
Rasputmann 1s on his way to Venlce. 1 fear thie has somethipng to do with your family.”

Rasputmann! The name of the despicable dwarf sent a shock through him. Many
tlamed the start of the war on him, saying that he had cast hls spells over several
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of the heads of stats. DPeasants spoke of him in whispors, and even members of his own
cabinet had pointed out the sulcldal alllance thst France had with Germsny, and
tlamed it on Raspuimann. Ruasla could have taken Beriln not elx months ago, and
didn’t. Gerwany should have been losing unite, and inztend she grew even sironger.
What could he want with the Mlnister’s famdly? Zven as this thought ocourred to him
he was lnterrupted by z Imock.

T bag your forglveness, Primwe Minlster, but we have just roceived this
communigus frow ths Gorman high comwand. I thought you ahould e alsrted ilsmedlately.”

His hand trembled only slightly as ha tosk the sheet. “The High Command, wader
order of the Kelsex, has taken the wife and children of the Prime Miuister inte
wmatective custody. Ve are auxe that our allies in Italy have no objections to this
zeasuwr, as 1t is slaply a move to proteot the family fronm possihle haxm should Venice
prove to be a haittleground once again. We want to - sssure the Prise Ministey ang his
govarmment z.m.t ma iong as we held Vendce, his faxil; 4= pore than safe.™

“"Leave uae." Ao the itwo mer laft hie chamber the jiiulster crushed the papsr in
hie hand, and xage and Zrusiration once agaln forced iears near the surfaco. Xf his
wifs and chlldren were hammed, the world would pay!

SWEENEY to RIGEL: So, this is what a Russisn ship Jooks like, I thought that Pelson
night have kapt me ln Germany -- that L8, antil hls flest met the Russian flest in
the Norwegizn Sea. Oh well, st least T got 2 change of clothes, anf don't I ever
look chlic in a 8ilver lamé Jusper with 1ittle awastilas faz bultoss,

*Ahem!™ B3ys & volce behind me. I choome to lgnore the volee as X watch Nelson's
ships pase over the horizon. “Ahem!™ says the volce sgain. This time I declide to
pay attention «- layonet points tend te do that.

vYas," 1 sav, "What do you want?®™

*Masr., Sweeney,” says the Lit., "Ozar Klslman is aloand and desSlres your presence..-
now. "

"Yery well.” I turn sadly. “lLead on, then.” As I ar ied forward, I am struck
with how efark and barren the ship appears -- obviously cheap warilme construction.
He maans to hold him Northexn {my Northoern!) posmessinre with these! Heaven help hin
‘gause Nelson sure won't., I am taken below, A guard siands ouiside hia door -- I'm
quickly but efficiently sesrched.

Fothing 1s discoversd except for iso kailves, 2 zarote, two thwowing stars, a
handful of celtrops and a small but efflelent time bomb .- hardly anything. The
guard is visibhly distressed at my arsenal but I witilly aay, "You should have saen
what the Gexmans found,™ whersupon he sweats even more than tefore, REventually, I'm
led inte Rledman®s prosence.

*Hava a sast, Fob." I'm rudely placed into a chalr and ahaclrlea applied to my
feat, arms and neck -« falxly lmmobile, you might iay.

"So you decicded to stop writing my press, eh?" ensara Davs., “Your relusal may
well have cost me the Press War." I yewn. Suddenly, luvs szteps Forward and slaps
me quits hard ir the mouth. "Pay stiention, Prime Minlstwr -~ ¥ou arve 2y prisoner
now. That cur Helson didn't know Jast how powerful yow: presz la, he only knows how
btadly I want you and his price is high!"

Dave paces tack and forth. Turning, he peints bls finger in my face and sneers,
"You will work nlght and day turning out press for me. I cannot continue to pey
Reilly, who as you krow wrote my press after you ryfused 1n ‘02, theee prices o
stop locking foolish in this prees war. So you! fou wiil <o it or face the con-
sequences! Do you understand?®

L think furiously. "And if I refuse?"

"his!i” says Jave as he puils out his revolver aud places it to my forehead, “this
will be youra if you refuse or if you dlsplease me!"
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I sweat (who wou!_.c'in"t?) and being a man of princliple; agree, SC...

Datelins Moscows Victorious Russian armies announce the fall of Con and the
capture of the infamous Rich Beilly. It is slsc rumored that marked U.S. dollars
recently stolen from Kussia's State Bank have been found on hia person. The U.S.
dollars ($1000 in 5°s and 10’s} were reportedly stolen by a sneak thlef and
snuggled from Russia by carrier goat.

The investigation committes looking into the matter has declaxed the case
closad., Sultan Reilly is currently being “interviewed" and sn excerpt of this
interview will be presenied next lssue.

"Yt's the best I can do on short notice, Dave,” I sweat intensely as he flngers
his pistol. "Next month's will be much better, I promlise.*

"Vory well," says Dawve, "but don’t forget who 1s the master hers!®

I'a taken tack to my qusrters in ball and chains. He's qulte mad, don‘t you
Erew? Isn't “boers sowsone owt therze who'll rescue me? Soon? Please?

BOR to BRUX: Ae long a8 you priat it {i.e. you masochizi), I'll write it (e.g. press).
1 rsed to win comeihing, even 5 it's omly a press war. (ONLY?!T).

THE CERMAN FLAGSHIP, SOMEWHRRE IN THE NORTH ((via FRANCE)): In the dark coxner of

the stera hold lios a bundle, ollong-shaped, &lightly resilient. 7Two rats, crawling
over the sack, seeking a hole into i%, are starled by a sudden movement from within.
They scamper back to their hidey hole. The movement is repeatsd, and then the bundle
{ipe to one eida, as ilte sidee expand. “here is a sustained "rillip", and the cloth
falls away, a& a hwmched shape atands and stretches. Eyes open and fllcker, auickly
adjusting to the dark. Hands run over body, checking damsge, atopping at two distiaet
holas., A smile oroases the face, &8 recent memorlies come flooding back., Yes, the
nissinn was successlul, BEverything pwoceeds in iie orderxly feshlon.

Suddenly, the trap door is pulled up, and greyish light pours down, beawilike.
Fading back, hidden by supply boxes and barrels, oyes weadjust, other senses come
into play. A eingle szilor backe down the laddsy. He turns, and begins to ualk
touprd ths rear, Something, though, doesn’t saem right., He looks to his jeft, and
sceg an empty sack where there should be one with a body in it. He warlly walks
toward the cornexr, and in so doing presents his btack ¢ the shadowy figure, It is
his last mistake.

The ladder is cauiiously climbad a couple of mlnutes later, It is Just past
dusk, Tut there is still szoms light. No one, however, pays any attention to the man
crawling out of the hold, carrylung & snall uarrel. The ivap door is closed, and the
razts once agaln come out of their pathols, wriggls through holes ln the sack that
are now easy to find, feeding on the still warm, Yuht quickly coollng neat they
find there. ' _

On deck, von Heintsman and Swegnoy are argulng; swea’ pours off Sweeney's
forehead. ; )

»I don*t understand this suwlden change in plaps! %ay can‘t you tell me whati's
going on?" pleads BEob. .

"Bacause it is not necessary fur you to koow.  All you noed o know is that there
ave people on shore there," he points to the malnland, off which the ship lles
anchored by a quarter kKllometer, "whc will take yqu to Brussels, and from there you
vwiil be driven by carriage to Switserland, via Germany, whers you wlll live the xesi
of your days in relative comfort, albeit 1n exile, as well. If you try to leave
Switzerland, or to emcaps en route, you‘ll be killed outright. Simple emough, if you
ask me."

Bob continues to plead and beg for more Information, but Nelson turns away with,
"My diomer grows cold.” He retires to his cabin as preparations to lower the 1life-
boat, wlth Sweensy in it, continue. Finglly, throwlng epithets and oaths, the former
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Yrdpme Hindator of Moszland begline to pow toward the Belglan shore. Nelson watches for
a fav miawees Daos his porxthele, ard beglne to turn away, whesn he hears a auffled
gplssh neasby. Yo btweas tack, and barely makes out & shock of white hair hob up frow
the water, and mrin o move toward shere in the rowboei's wake. He frowns, thinka
1or 2 woxent. and 15 beginuing to move fowsed the dosr whon 1t is opened farst $rom
the sibor alde. Hiz flrst mate; eyes filled with constermzitlon and whet, to the Geman
leader’ s auparienced servkiny. aprpears to te the beginnings of fear, storms Lato the
cehlne.  "Sir! Yifs...3%%8..." He caiches hiluealf, ealutes, and begins azain., “Sirt
Trexe 's haen a murdor an hoard...Actually, thave, 38iy, and maybe a fourth, slnce we
can®s seon W find the bofsualv

"oy wesr they Kllled, Herr Frugoxe®

hs. o taek hesds, slx, were toyn...” Kruger begins to choke, then controls
himself viw: mera . .. torn Pron thelr bodiss.”

Helson bhows his head, seems to coacentyate for a nl-wis, as though iz prayes.
fhes burns e Gwmol on bhis officer.

ary well, Herw #voger. Prepayw the Lodies for a vl naval funeral. They w11l
‘v tlsted asm losh at senr. And levatle the To*zun. EBagin in the resr hold, 1 have &
Teollnr ~os?i3 Fiad him there.”

TBui, hut sln, what atout the murderar, an lovestlgeiion, whats.."

“I'n quive saz the nupdecer is no longer on board, Hlster, and L suggest you
noi Juasticn ay orders agaln, Alfio, sot sgl) for 54 Petershuxe.”

Lrugay mumbles o "Javchl, re2in Ohorflhrer” end hurriedly leaves, closing
. ke Scor behiand him,

dolaon erosses to the tabtle fhat had xrecenily neld the cloned tody of Ty Haye.
removen the shaoud, ard swings the {akletop back or Iie hidden hingss. Reneath lles
ansiher shooud. ovtlilinlog ¢ btody. He pills the shvoud tack from the face, and sailss
riefully at the featuxes that confroent hin.

"Well, wall. Fr. Sweoney, an intsresilog twre of evenmis; nlchi wahr?* As the
nawe ds weniloned, the asyss ol the body flicker, flicker sealn, and cpen. They
aiare at each cther, and 2 asaile begina to play over tha previously lifeless 1lipz of
khe prone fom.

Taken abuek, von Belntzman quickly spesks the words taught him by his most irgenmdous
dwarf advises, “Jizep, Bob, sleep. Youwr tims has aot rec come.® He covers the
face again. as the eyes clese, znd shuts the tableitop. “Bul soon, very soon,” as
the ahlp's sadls unfurl, and the Dow turns northeastiard lute the approaching right.

FLLIS t5 RICGELs I theought I shouwld point out to ths resdsvs of the filthy gertage
that Reilly sends ir just oxactly “hat huppened up In his Jorm xoom. To begin wiih,
how could veins the Tssrina Yo so tad that 1t would drive = pevsor to visli Moseow,
Idzho? I can’h ‘magine snything that bad. Second, it shoidd be known that Rich
regarde paything slove a catatonla stare ns & seductive gose. Hecrophiliz is a step
up from his uvsuald dutes. Finally, this supposed wxporsé oty proves that Dave 1l the
suparior nlsyexr. The exntive "affair® was arrspgeq bsautlfully! Flirst he gets his
wife ta suppress her natural vevunsion for both Rich and ¥nzcow, Idebo, to txy this
vloy. That uas e mark of a trus diplomat. T canti even got my wife to check the
azil. ‘Ther; in ordex t: save his wife‘s vivtue, he Bends > Bo Derek look-allke at
praclaely the zight momewt, Actuslly, 4t wasn®t i Do look-alike, as evidenced by the
twown hedr. It wes really n cocker spaniel. Dave olvlsusly knew his opposont couldn’t
tall the &lffarenca, and hiring a pormon to sulmit o Rich would have VYeen nuch too
axpanaive, I should alse voint out that I was the yorson who oxiginally suggesiec
this to Dove. Dazve was so impressad thzt he now telieves I am in complete contxel
of the gsame, aid doat I am dicteting everyone®s mowse axcept hils own. If that wers
true, Dave, I woulé simply propose a concession do Ttaly and have doene with 1t.
FAIS to BRIX: I propese a councasglen to Tialy.

FEANGREs  {{re shove presa)} Tharke, Charde.
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ANKARA, MARCH 3, 1905

“Your ineptness amazes me! Such stupld maneuvers...l should have you all ahot!"

"But...31ly..." the generals stammared.

»Tf there was anyone else to replace you, I would! HNow get out of uy slghtt! I
pust rethink our plans..."

"511‘; m--o“

"out! OUTillv

The military leaders scurrled out, leaving only the Sultan and his most trustsd
alde behind. The Sultan seemed unkware that anyone else was left with him, and wiih
e loud sigh, he feoll baeck into his favorlite chalr.

*Don't you think, perhaps, you have treated them a litile more haxshly than they
deserva?”

The Sultan glanced up. "Oh, }t's you. You startled me."

"y apologles. I merely wanted to say that...or rather, I felt I had to say...
well, under the ciroumstances, I telieve that the generals axe dolng as good a Jjob as
one right expect.”

"Really? And Jjust what clrcumstances are you raferring to, my frlend?”

“¥ell, you've hardly made it easy on them with your continual change of plans."
The alde was nexrvous, but spoke boldly.

"0h? Such as,..?" the Sultan asked inmocently.

"Such as your starting at war with Austria, then Russla, then Italy, and now T
suppose Russla again.”

“Hum. Yes, I can see what you mean. Except you axre mistaken on one account, my
friend."

!!Am I?u

"Yas," The Sultan stood up and moved toward the map. "For we are not attacking
Russia agaln, a& you bellsved, but rather...hare."

The aide's eyes wlidened when he sew where the Sultan had pointed. "But...but
slr, you cannot mean...after all that's happened..."

*I can, and I do. PFlease leave me now."

»S8ir, I must protesti®

"Leave me now!" the Sultan commanded. "I do not wish {o get angry with youl"

Further protest was stopped by the Sultan's angry gzaze. The alde stared at hinm
in smazement, then turned and strode out of the xoon.

* * *

The Sultan was deeply troubled upon returning tc his quarters from a meeting with
his chlef of security. Rumor had 4%t that an agent of the dreaded Russian Okrans had
been sant to Ankara to assassinate "he with authoyity."” In his daxkened study the
Sultan sat and closed his weaxry eyps, attempted to relax.

A soft breeze tlowing the curtapins by the baloony interrupted hds thoughts, "That's
strange," he thought, puzzled. "I.didn*t leave the dooxrs io the balcony open..."” And
then he felt the presence of someone else, nearby, hlding in the dark.

"who's there?” he called out, but no one answered. For a moment, the Sultan
felt foolish; of course there was jnobody there. }"{astily he stood and moved to twurm
on a light. _

"Nol" a waverinz volce called out. "Don't do that."

The Sultan froce, then twrned. In the darxkneys he could barely see the form of «
man, holding a gun. Both stood motionless.

The Sultan forced his voice to be calm. "Who are you?"

“Someone who cares, about this couniry, and its people. Someone who wighes to
end the insanity thst guldes it.*

({RIGEL continues next page))
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e Awlocan umsd stumeed by the femiliar voloe he lnsrd "My most trusted friend...
rou have e 5o s thistv

"Yen* e oide replled nervously. “Someone had o, bub...l was the only one=...
with oourage.”

"Are thove nibers Gehind this themw®

Hol el apn the only one, 1 saw wae® must Te Jona, ande...l om vesponsitie.”

*hiad s0, you have cura to murder met™

The alde hesliated. ™Yos. Don’t try to ik ag oul cf 1%.¢ His volca was
E":hi;::’r

"No, I wen’t, uy friend.” The Sultan sprke soothingly.

"My mind is madse upl®

H“Of course 2t ls, end I vespect you for ii. You have shown yourself s man of
grezt govawnge. Dut please, tafore I die, tell me why you are dolng thie.”

“Racanse you ars nsznal® the alde erxled., "You ave laading this country fto ruial®

1 am Zodor thlst Do you not thisk thadt T wewldd ord dide war I I could? It is
the athar leadars of Kuwpe. They are the snes who are irsane.”

Mo, 16 4 yool Tou will swin a3 with your ridiceuloww negotlations. You nake
Friends of anenies 2ud epenlas of Trlenda., And new you plan.-.and Dowe..” The alde's
voloo was jomctlenlly n sobd. The gun chook in his hepd, Jetdously, the Sulien
stapped Loxuend.

Wy friend... T have done the best that I can.”

“Heo aisy backi” The alde 1if{sd the gw high, ftrying to stsady himself,

"hod LT you shoot ae, whel then will teecme of thds ceomiry? Who wiil lead?”

'L have made »y deelslond®

The dultan shappad oloser,. “You cannet sheot me. This country would bhe loot
without me as its lzaderx.”

“Betier {0 v lost then o be led intoe Hell!™

“My friend, you do not mean that."

“Tesl  Siay back! T wAll shooti™

“My friezd, T deo what is best. This wor; It 1s forced upon us, And...ny friend...”

it T

"Host trustad companion, we are not atfecking Austria.*”

The aide Jerfhed his head back az If he'd been hit., “ihattlr

"Iy sorry, L lied to jou. I was iasting your loyalty. to your country. You
have prevad yourself loyal."

“No," the aldie gasped, "Yot.."

The Sulian stretshsd forwnrd, arms outsirsiched. "Giv: me the g, plesse...”
Aimost inveluntavily, the shaking hand dropped ihe gun. and the alde, with an
anguished sob, foll forward into the Sultan®s zyxms. The Silian held him, hesitated,

thea called cuty "Gaprdsi®

Aftler s svcend 2:31, the guards entered the room. They stared in bewlldemmerni at
the sight ol their leader embracing a orylag man,

“Taka hin to his room,* the Sulian ordered. “and goaxd the deoor. He is not o
s allowed sut without ny permiassion,.”

“What hax happened. slr?" the puaxds asked anziously.

*Hever nind thit. Cone, take him,®

As the guards Lifted the zlde from the Sxlten, i zide lecked up. and at the
guards, frighisned and cenfused.

*S53x?" he askad, "What...what ig to becoma of ma?™

The Sultan studied him, and conaldered for a moment.

Y1 think you need a reet, my friend...a loxg vest.,” ‘hwn he motloned to the
guaxds. ™Pake Him away!®

A8 the guards carried the alde off,; the Suwlian glavesd down, paw tha alde's gun
lying on the s0™t luxuriant carpet. He picked it vy, ermusiced 1t curlously, shook

{7V eontinues next peze))
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bis head, and slghed.

"My most trusted friend,” hs nurmured. "Has it come to this?"

Carefully. he placed the gun on the table, swltched off the lights, and sat back
in hls favorits chalr, alone.

KLEDMAN to RIGEL; Well, folks., did =ny of ycu believs that dribble that Rellly
claimsd t¢ be "The R.A.T. Alllance"? No. Just as I thought. Perhaps then, my
droogz. you'd care to hear a differant story...the real siory of...

The R.A.T. 4lllance.

it #as late in the evenlug of Novembar 15, and your humble narratcr, dillgent
Doomie that he is, was veading "Voice of Doom, Issue 78" for the seventh time, io
insure its promivonce in his menory:

“But did I not order A Ser 5 A Bud and A Bud 5 A Sex?

And doesn’t & undt have to held in order to suppourt?®

So deepiy involved in this txvachery was I that I Jueped 1n surprise when I heard
the £irm knock on my door. And this was no ordinary knocking, let me tell you. Thils
wae a knocking both desperate and promising, and X knew immedlately that someone had
cope to beg. Not in the mocd for beggars, I decided to ignovs the knocking. But
when it persisted, I went to ths door.

Thera stood Stevae Kalght.

*Steve! Ilhat a surprise!™

“Hello. Dave., I was just in the reightorhood, and...I hope I'm not disturbing
you,"”

“Not at all. Come in. Have a seat..."” We sat down. "So how's it going? How'se
Rich?* '

"Fine, fine. Rich's fine..."

"Good, And yout?”

"Great...* He paused, and T sow that he was nervous about something.

*Anyihing weong?"

YNOGoooRBecs"

"F'mon," I coaxad., "You cen tell me,"

*Well...it’s Rich, He's not doing so well."

“0h? How s0%t"

"Well...he's depressed, really depressed abtout this RIGEL game. Each letier is
the same old thing. He knows we can't Leat you. He hasn’t had a duild, well at least
one that wesn’t because he retrzated a uvnit off the hozrd, since 1933. He sees you
groving each season «- you aund Germany seem to have & wonderful relation-
ship. Well, curs isn't nearly as goed. ¥We only have § centers. You and Nelson have
17. I°'ve Just got to do something to cheex Rich up.”

"How can I helpt®" _ :

“Well, you know he'd really like to work with you."

“"Yes, I know, I do have this f£ixm bellef that I shouldn't work fools, Butb then
again, BRUX and I were allies at DIPCON. I guegs there’s an exception to everything.”

"Doea that mean you'll help Jim?" :

"Well, does he realize that fthis is just a gpme? That his studlea are more
Amportant (soryy, Bruce)? That 3t is all for fim?"

"That’s just it, he doesn’t Know that this igs just a game. He acts like bhe is
the Sultan...and...it really hurts him when he’s not doing a good Jab."

“Really? He takes 1t that seritous?"

"Yas. He even tried to get Kathy Byme to Join his harem."

"Boy, X didn’t realize he was that desperate.”

"YSB.. o WO1leo." Stave looked down at his hands, "Rich’s not much fum to work
with when he's losing. Even Ellis avolds him."

{{RIGEL continuss next page))
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HIGEY w onbinues !

AR voutve come to ek na i [°d lay off hin.®

“Oh, “'!ava\ 1543 wmean 20 much o na.”

vBut 3teve, . can't do thai.”

“Oh, Vave, fur me, For the good of The Volca of Dum:. We don’i want Rich te do
something w4 alil regret.”

“Wall, he s rlweady dono things we all regrei.”

“lDava, I moesu comething really bad.™

“What cowld te posslilly do, Sieve?”

nmﬂqu

"Bo, he wouldn't do that, would Lia?¥

Hayby - then he'd have an excuse fox loalng.”

“OWWQ iy can torv"

*Dave, I3 do ANYTHING.™

I was taken abaolk.

“Anything?t 1 gulped.

"Anything. 1'4 even atitack Germany.”

Attack Faleon, I thought. Hummmm. How could 1 uvme this?

TPleass, Lava.”

“OX, Tirst vouve mot to convince Rlch to move awny flom ma."

“Mova puaytH

"Wo, mot farthor taan Idahe. 1 meoan in the gsme." This guy ie real
stuplde  "We'll have to make my *gfi’ to you and him look llke an accldent. I still
value Kelaun ovor you and Rich. Fe had btoen a wondsrful ally. You can Jjust ask Bob
Sweaney.* And 29&7, I thovght. “Iben, you nesd o nove away ~- maybe towsrd Nelson,
but, don’% take ary of his genters. T'11 then atteck you.”

"Dave, that s W great. 1'd gladly sacrlfice ny centors so that Rlch can survive.
Maybe he'd even izae a few - you kuow, Serbie, Triesie. Then he could beat that
Frepneh puppel Pilis. It'd make hlm Leel great, of couprss, yeu and Nelszon would
senidnue o baald hin in the zame, Tbul his face wowdd he swved.®

“Yar. T am quiie a guy.”

"1'11 e foraver iu your debi.”

"True. sut I want you to reallzs that I'as not dolng this for you, but bacause T
want w help Rich ouvi, Germsny will still be ay medin ally.”

*0f course...”

“So 111 wrlte Rich, accepiing your RAT alllance, and then...”

«osd knock on the dvor interrupled. I looked out the peep hole and saw no one,
1 dld mote thatl the weather was ge‘tting tads Bub then apcther Imock. I dscided to
opor the doox.

*Thought you'd never open the doox, " sald the short duarf., I lmmediately
racognized Raspuiuann. the royal seer of Germany.

*What do you uanv, warlock?® ] boldiy asked. Steve was no longer in sight --
evidenily cowering in sonme corner.

"y desr sir,” the dwarf genily murmured, "au ie ot aa 1t seemsy but, 1f 1t were,
it would not rerain so."

Affroried by the strargeness of ths wizard dwari’s navner and his oryptic
rasponse, I responded, “You are tos Dold; magiclan. The situation 4s grave, the
pondulmu is exratle, and what yeu 3ay 1s nc answery.”

Yas, I dldn®t widerstend wvhat I had sald, bui it zoundzd awfully good for a mere
noxrtal.

Many seconds pessed an the gaze of Rasputmann bored stoadily into ny eyes. A
feellng of alarm suddenly Yofall nme as a vislon arose hefore my eyes. I was now
outside the castls walls In the storm~wracked night. T Jucked up into the vislent
gkies and to ay herror spled An the alr the flizht of some ghastly creature.

‘(#ICEL continues next page})
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Gigantic sealy wings flapped to and fro, searching for prey. I turned to flee as
the dragon spotted me and spat forth an are of fire. Breathing the scorched, steamy
air, I Tled toward a small copse only to stumble to a halt and with appalled fascinatlon
watch a fire-breathing chimera emerge from its shelter and lope toward me througii the
ralny night. Wet and fearful, my very soul shriveled within me, I mmbly heard a
shrill sackling. Looking up at the ramparts of the castle, I saw the vgly faces of
the stone gargoyles therxeon convulsed in a living and frightful laughter. My heart
seemad o stop and a wave of blackness passad over Mo...

Slowly, ever so salowly, I felt the emotions of alaxr and fear racede from my mind.
I opened ny oyes and I was back in my doorway, still siaring sixaight into the flat
gaze of Rasputmann. For many moments not a sound was heard but the ticking of a
clock. Then the wlzoxd dwarf softly hlesed, "Yes, I am bold. And ny answer to
you iz enough."

*But, did you twinz the plezat

Rasputimann ssemsd disheartensd. The game was over; he musti make a living. “Yes,
Pepperoni and Ham. I 434 make 1% in half an hour, right? You got any coupcns?”

"No, I guess it’s full price night. Your employer is ceriadnly taking advant:ge
of me. Neo discountes without coupons -~ no more free Cokes. Keep the change.”

1 took the pizza and Coke. Steve must have left. Tco bad, I'1l have to eat it
alone-

REILLY to RIGEL: Ky droogs; hore 1s where the atory gets really sad. As you may
recall, I had agreed to become pert of (what would have boen) a gloricus R.A.T.
alliance, due to the urgings of my ethical principles. DBut as you may also reallze,
no such alliance over arose in this horrorshow game of ours. That’s xight, my frlendss
1 had been royally duped by the treacherous Tsar and Tsarina, and so had made a most
sarlous mistezke in pulling away from Sevastapol...where I was on the vexgs oif vlelery,
as you may alec recall.

It was 1ndeed a geim state of affalrs, one which seemed %o offer no way out. Bui
that night, as I was reading Harlet for the sevanth time (to insure 1ts permanence
in my memozy and, more importantly, to allow me t¢ quote it here) I was insplred by
Hamlet’s soliloquy at the end of Act IV, Scsne IV..."0, from this time forth,/ My
thoughts bs tloody, or be nothing worthl®

Contemplating thsse words, I set out to parform o most dastardly deed. Thet
night I drove long, through the stomm that had risen as a compliment to my wrath, to
the house of ny arch~enemy Dave Kleiman, I would make the Tsar truly sorry that hefd
dared to trifie with the Sultan.

At 10:00 P4 T pulled in across the street from the home of my enemy...and 1 was
Just in time. Within a nmoment, the door opened gnd cut came the means of my vengence.
Yes, my friends, that’s right. Dave Klelnman’s little bumdle of fur ~- Whiskers ~- was
let out for his nightly x»omp.

I waited for the domr of the house to close, then quietly left my car and approached
the creature, who was sniffing ocurlously aroumd a dush.

"Hello, Wiskers,” I called softly. “It°s yopr frlend the Sultan come to see you.”

Hle looked up ai me. "Meow?"

“Yes, that’s right. Your good friend, Sultay Reilly. Com‘ere, my litile furry
drocg. " _

The wmsuspecting cat bound over o me, into q;y waiting arms. I stroked him
lovingly as I carried him back o my car. He purred in conteniment.

"Now, ny friend, we're going on a little trip. Yes;, that's right. Hop into the
car. Yes...good.,"

I sat down besids him, shut the door, and breathed a sigh of relief. My misslon
was completed. I had Kleiman's cat, and now he would ray, and dearly, if he wantad

((RIGEL continues next page))
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the orsalure haok.

Tator what alyihl, Dave retvived a phone ca2ll from vour huahle nerrator. A Lired
volos answarads

“lallat™

*Ts thie Lavid Xlelnan?®"

BN T B PO

My, ¥icdwan, we have your caii®

"Whattie

“ia hava your cab, end 1f you Ao nod meet with our denanda, terrille thinge will
hapeen 42 him "

I heard Dave specking wmgeztly to hls wifer “Lori, go find Whiskers, quieh’=
Teens  “dhe i thia®

“It's no use. j{ir. Kleiman, Your lovely wife wun't b able to find...her pet. 1
have hin kers with me.” At the?, 1 suetehed Whishexa up off the floor (where hs wus
Playing with come Fdog toys I'd bouzhi to keep his happr)! and pushed his mouth up io
e receiver. “Opsak,* I hissad.

Hogr?™ e seld, coniused.

*Yhiskers?! I thal you?®

"Magw. ¥

*Oh god'  Whiskerse! Ave you all righi?i®

“He's ail »ight nowl” I meplied, loesslng Whiskera to the ficor. "Zut he won't I&..-
A ARG T PR

“niaes whehte

Yo hares tuoe domends. First, you must honor wouwr convitment to an R.A.T.
wIliance in the FIGEL game. Second, you musl fsaus & pross release apologleing to
the S3uldan for 211 your offemses agnlnst nim.®

"Reilly, you vIlllen! 7 thought L yweomiwed vory volee!™

wh2 net try o conteet the polles, o BUXK. I soy aitenpl i made o rescue
Uniskars, he will be killed fnmodintely.w

"Roilly. you can’t do thial I¥'z..."

*T can, and T howvei®

"Reilly, T heg you to reconsidex, before 1t*s oo Lalal®

*It'e slrealy too late, Klelman, mdess you wnel with ay demends,”

*But...21ich, what about your sthical principies?™

I winesd at that, then veplied, "There's a tlme fox sthles and 2z (ine foxr wax...
and this is warl®

“I.c.Rich, dows this mean you'rw 1ol golng to wille mo any mors proas?™

"Until you meet with uy demspds, yas!i®

In the tackgiowmd I cculd hear Lexl'n panlclked voire: "Dave, Whiskers is gous.
I can’t fiud hin anywhers.®

"1 know, Rieh Rellly’z kidoapped him.”

*What?" she orisd. "Lat me tulk t2 him! Helle, Rioh(®

*Hellio Lori."

"Rich please, I bag you...give Khiskers bask. 7'1L do anyihing.”

"It's too late Yor that, Loxd, Ivfa all up t¢ Dave rowe If he Jolas the R.A.T.
and apologlizes to mn, the nat will be returned.”

Wath thet, T hung up iha phons, then looke?d deuit mi ‘he lnnoteat llitle creature
guawlng or. a bore nsxt to me. He gassd up at me, wslde-ayzd and luonocent, quesilonivg-

*Don*% worry, little drmoog,*™ I ssld, —etting »im gently. "Evexything’s golag to
be all right.v

ABILLY to ERUK: Aprevn®i you glad I dlan’t make any wserude pusuy=Jokes in that relsape”
It was a terrihlie 'hempﬁa*ion. but I menaged to hwld off,

LT JH",‘ 1{" [l - ¥, ? . .
BRUX to REILLY: Yhy? fat's got your longue ARISEL continues next pegal)}
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THE BHLACK FOREST ((via GERMANY)): Atop a rocky ledge high ln the moumtains stood a
men alone. Riehly attired in dark garments of leather and welvei, a sable cloak
billowing absut hin, he cast 2 sonber figure 28 he buaced hlmeelf agalnst the
swirling squalls of = nidwinter gioms. Whipped inte n freazy by great gusis of wind,
bite and pleces of ice and asnow weye flung luto his facs stinging hils Tlesh as the
piting chill of frigid nerthexn air ceepad slowly throwgh his body. Yet he remalned,
a quiet and wmuoving pressuce, his tranquil gage absorblng the magnificent tableau
wfore him. - -

For veneath hls stony perch lay a deap gorge which formed at ons end a laxge,
horseshoe shaped chasm inte which thunderad s mighty votaract. Beyond the curved rim
of the immepse cascade lay a btroad, tuntling river swifily prodding its charirsuse
waters Lo their eternsl downfall. Enduring stoinally the aold and icy wetress of his
stomy swrowndings, this man, the powsiful Kalser of the Gexmon Rolch, linger=d at
this slto contemplating the rush and roar of the waters befors him. He strove 1o see
through the massivs mist whizh veiled the base of the waterfail. where the falling
waters s0 explosively collapsed; wnfortunately, hls keen eyesight falled to plerce
the curiain of rainy grey hage. Instead, he obsexved with conientment the sprightly
strosm which having svrvived iis traumatic ovdeal hurviedly scurxied off down the long,
narrvow gorge contlinuing its Jowney to some wimmowa destimatlon. Thus, for a while,
as the timeloss and ceaseless and perslstant esssnce of nature pressed upon hls soul,
the Kalser 'mew Peace...and together they relsned as tine.

There eanme & morent, however, shen the Kalser heard the distineilive muted beat of
heavy wings flapping in the ualr, The sound came not from the great gorge, but above
and beyond the waterfall from that rpearest stmetch along the mighty river uwhich 2o
stendlly flowed to 1ts ruln. Fear and suxiely dlsrunted the harmony within the heart
¢f the Xadser as his worrled eyes scanned the far shy for that telitale gilint of
ehining scales or sndden beleh of llguid five sconchiag the hoavens which would herxald
tue appreoach of a dragon horde. No sign of dragen appsared, however; then, atruptly.
a winged creature darted late view from around a viver btend:. Quickly it sped over
the rim of the falle t¢ vanleh iato the Tog-%oversd chasm. Almost inatantly, it
reappearod oul of the mlst, hovering ln clsax space over the goxge withln a stone’s
throw of the German warlord. Nelghing shrilly with eyes rolling ard hwoves pawlng,
thers reaved In midalr a winged steed the coloxr of chalk., Aboard it, his littls
flats clutching tightly to ihe wildly whirling mane of his stsed, rode Rasputmam, a
nmischlevous grin creasing his facs as hls tiny feet cruelly raked ihe temsi’s sides
with sharp, pointed spurs,

Unemdlingly, the Kalser watched the wnllkely palr approach and land only e few
paces away. A8 Ruspulmann nlmbly s11id off hls mownit, the winged horse whinnied in
rellel and alam. Leaping lntc the alr, the creaturs {lashasd away, one Ifiadling
koof Jjust miesing ths dwarf’s dod{ing head, Grinning delighiedly,; the wizard gnome
strutied toward his royal master and howed low in greeting., The Kalser sourly
regarded hls court sorceror. Dressed in gawdy garmenis ~ yellow, purple and green -
he appeared most debauched. Relujtantly, the Kalser bade hinm welcomeo.

*Greetinge,; seer. How did you come to mastery one of the eshildren of veneratle
Pegasus?” :

The wlzard blandly looksd at him. "Suth knowledge is not for the uninltiated,
slre,” he replled. "Let the feat stand on iis owp merii.”

A faiat flush crepi over the Xalser’s face atl the Wwld efifrontery of hls sub-
altern. Quickly, though, he masigred hils emoticns and returned the wizzard®s hland
stare iu equal measure,

"Well, then, Lord Seexr," he uanciuously . mumuyed, "perhaps you can teil
me, instead, wbhy you ars at the moment in my presence when by imperlsl command you
ought t¢ be in Venlce attendlng to the needs of the family of the Itallan Prime

Minlster?" {{RIGEL continves nexi pege))
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The rebulke ~euced Rasputnann to purse his 1ittle lip: and sguiat hls veptlllan
eyes at his ledzes lord. "They mre in gulie good hauds. #'re, I asewmre youo I left
them wnder the cove of a renownad merchant of Venise ~- 5 follower of the 014 Law."

“The (14 Law??

“Yaa, sirei wherein rsivivution 15 exanclted In terms o an sye for an eye and a
weth farr a wooth”

Hettled, ths XKalser silently milied over the inforxaiien. Wlth growlng angex,
un poewrad ot Resvuimann.  vYou take much, too mach, wpon yowreeslf, wizgrd. My
artenticr iz net o hold hostege the fanlly of the Prins sinlster Dut to safeguarxd
them- .. L waunt no srnesone powds of flesh dellvered te o ltelimn allyi”

The 3itole wizeré shougged his sheoulders. *Nor do 1, Lord, of cowrsa! Aind asuch
will aet hapjpen g% long am lTtaly vemzins by ovr side.”

sk will not happen Sn any case; magleolan,' mapi=d the Halser.

Baarutagnr ge=ly swilad and nonchalanily £lmg ool ona hend An a gesture of
dienlessl, “Toms my Lord, lat us stiend to othar maticors, Let us retumn to ths
sastle and gtvdy and woflcet upen The Beapd.”

Slowly, top suppresssd rage vithin the Kalser sbbes wimy. A dlstant look appzsazed
in his syes and e salled sofily hic zegulascance.

"Yom, of courss; of ecurse, my deex szepr. You sy dutbe xight., And, in facl, we
have net fexr to go for The Boavrd has sccompenied ne 1o this restful reireat.”

Rasputnprn®s wdy ssensd to stidfen and his featurus grew harsh.

“You brought The Doaxd with youl™ he esked wnbellerirgly.

The Kalser 'ookad at hip out of oyae wide wdth Arnoownes.  “Rhy, yes, Rasputmsnn,
T dide Sinca cxitleal miiitsry adjustaents smonget the ¥: jor Powers necssslisted a
halt in active wartfars., I seised the cpportuwnity 4o atbq:nd 1o the peeds of my spiridti.
Honce T sojcrrnad to this natursl horsiiage and hove Toum’ pence, yest, and solltude.
Aand, of vourse, The Board must be wiith pe..."

Hasputmann saamad nolt LW hear, Through clonched tonih: ha apat out, "The Board,
sire! the Board! It nusl never, never loave the castls veless guarded by a akillsd
master ¢f the =veoans artsi"

A mellow lauzgh Axifted forrdh fron the Kalser. YBui 1~ is, ny dear sasr, it 1s.”

Stupddly, Rasnutnenn asked, "It iz wost?

“Why it is @2 guavrded and cared For, zeex. Another practitiocner of tha sscret
ways watches ever The Bosrd. Toue, lot us nat taryy hors. The Board and lts now
kespaxr axe only a short distance awny at the looal fortivess which has hosted me these
PaglT many weaks,®

The Kaiser studled the dwarf's antricken face., “'After 211, my dear Raspiulmany ™
the Kalter smociiny m:iled, "wlth you away at Vendea. I, v course, had to find
soxeone Lo tend tw The Poard in your aveence.®

The wisard stcod speschiess. 1he stillness of the nevent wes broken only by the
didl rmBle of who grest watexrfall. Slowly. Raspaimann {ralled afiexr the Kalser uho
turnsd and woxrdieasly ied the way Teok to the neaypby cacile,

* * *

Plickering torches snugly grazped Ly antigue gredseis 11t an empty dining hall,
A3 Haosputmann and the Kalser ernteimd the room; thelr foct :teps schoed in the sileiics.
Crystal gohleis of a sparkiing turgquoise wliwe swere 1lifted hlgh in the alr as the two
men parfumnctorily toasted sach other®s hoalth and slowly elpped thelr wmeiveshment.
The Laiser movad towsard g derk rad divan and senk’ dewn into its cushions, He looksd
at he wigard duaxd who renalned stending and motlonizss. Thelr eyea lavel, the twun
man eldently regarded euch othsy.

Finally, the Kalsov apoke. "My dear seer, as you mey have surmlsed by now, I am
fax From piesssed with youwr rather casual handiing of ihi+s Vemetilan metler. I had

{{" {CBL contlauwes next paze))
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expected you to display a greater wnderstanding of the lmportance of owr Italian ally.
But let that pass for now." The Kalser paused and then said; "Of even greater
urgency and concern 1is the poor state of affalrs in which our forelgn poliecy 1s to

be found."

Rasputmann’s face began to pm-ple. "Sire,” he burst cut, "whatever are you
saying? Our military night is the greatest on The Board! We occupy northern Ital;;
two-thirds of England, and have & stranglehold on Scandinavlia with wnite that could
be used in devastating fashion at any time. We ave the most powerful, sirel as I
promised you we would be!l"®

A small, sad smile played briefly across the Kalser’s face as he rezarded his
couri sorceror. “All that 1s trus, seexr. But what of friendshlp? Wwhat of alllances?
What of the effort to grow without jeopardiging ihe suppoxrt of our nearest and dearest
neighborst" .

Rasputmann ‘snorted cont.emputwuslyn "an ally thet 1s pretty much forced to bend
t0 your will 18 the best ally."

“"That may be guite true, seer. However, let me lnform you that this last lengthy
hiatus has wlinessed a stariling lack of cummunication between Germany and her ailles!™
The Xaiser arose and glared down at hls seex. "France, Russia, Italy. Nations
absolutsly necessary for continued growth and survival have wuritten but sparingly.
Instead, relistle rumoxs abound of clandestine negotiations betwesn our friends and
the Austro~Turklsh alllance.®

"Come, Sire," scoffed the wisard dwaxf. "Flans of war continue space, as you and
I both well know."

"Yes, they do, sesx, but what is likewlse true is the fact that Italy always haa
and stil]l does desply resent our pressncs and distrusts our motives, What 18 simidazly
true is the fact that Russis deeply resents our presence in the Scandinavian waters
whieh threaten his fraglle hold upon that region. And, of course, ithe French continue
to be disturbed over our continued occupation of England and Belgium!™

Rasputpmann disdain®ully grimaced. "Swrely your diplomatic talents, sive, can
put to rest the petty Jealousies and fears of those provincial intellecis?”

The Kalser btarked z shoxt laugh. "FPetiy and provinelal, seer? I think not.
Those leaders have real concerms and grievances; which, by the by, have arisen solely
from YOUR strategles...”

*So," raspsd the midget magloilan, "I am to be the scapsgoat; am I? Well, keep in
mind, slre, that you approved those strategies.”

With a bltter snile, the Kalser glanced at the magician. "Did Y have a choice,
dragon master?®

Pent~up rage splilad forth from Rasputmann as he glowerad at the Kalser.

"Perhaps not! Perhaps it would behoove you {0 remember that I am indead a dragon
mester...and much, much more." '

A genulne smile of pleasure spread across the Kalser®s features at this open
threat utiered by his couxrlt sorcerpr. "Verily, I do remember, seex; which ls why,
when you were gone to Venlca, I obieined the services of another practitioner of the
mystic paths."

"Yas," hissed Rasputmann, "I have been cagerly awalting this audlence with your
new hireling. But I warm you, no warlock on the qontinent is as powerfv) as il"

"Hommmmmm, ¥ replled the Kalsex., "I know., And that is why my new imperlal
diviner 1s neliher a man nor one bprn of these noythern lands,”

Rasputmann regarded the Kaiser with alamm. *“You are in league with a witch?"

The Kalser’s radisni expression refleeted the amused confidence of complete
success. "Beshold, sser, nct Just a witch, dut a Nublan enchantressin

A large wall panel alowly &lid to one side revealing an iron portculllis cunnirgly
built into the massive stone wall. Silently and smoothly, the heavy grating lified.

((RIGEL continues next page))
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Through the opening stopped a tall, angulexr woman. A goidsn gown shimmering in the
iorchlight accented hey fine chocolate featuss. On top of her elaborately
collfured ebony hair rested a glittering oxystial crown inlald with rubies and emeralds,
With a youthfyl fellive grzce she glided Into the xoom. Az she moved toward the two
wan, her mldnighi eyes bhurrowed Jeeply info Raspubtmann‘®s sstonished stare.

Wiih great difficulty Rasputmern tora his gaze awey. "How dave you!™ he raged
2t the Kaieer. “How dave youl®

Cholking with fury, he sputtered, "Engaging the sarvicas of thie Ethlopian wenchl
Ube hac ne cceuli powery only the common powexr of & harlehr. You fool! You btlind,
stupld - ¥

Resputnenn feld a constriction about his throat llke the clamp of a visa, Unalle
to speak, s feli the painfu), pressure lucrsase te the pefint where he could berely
broathe. The Africmn enchaniress tuwmed toward the Kalser, Sofily, she spoke, ™1
mivd net how he spesks of me, Your Hxcellency. Bubt of you,.." Bie dlsrespect is
neet mbeoconing.”

The Kelrar thoughtinilly zegarded his spellbound wizars dwsef, "Yes, Tlsrs, 1t is,
lantt iwP

"Woll, thottee.,” she gontly smiled. Once again her derk gaze probed deaply lnto
Raspuimgan®s eyes, He began to feel tha roon spin srownd =and around. The golden sheen
of her gown seenad to expand untll his snidre fleld of «islon Wurred into one
Tantastic golden hase. Suddenly: Rasputmenn felt the lnner whirling slow to s stop.
The dasuzling mist ceamed to part in front of his very eyes so that he was able to
espy withini thils golden gloom the strange setting Just vefoie him., A large violet
cushlon lay near his feet ancd upcon 1t lay celled a tlack ~obra with eyes the color
of melting ice. Blindly it stared at hin as 1t writhed about on the cushlon,
duddenly 1L unooiled and arese, its long length weavlng to and fro, 1is scarlet
streakad biachk hood flaring in hiz face.

The wizand heard hinself sereama

Instanddy., the sarpent changed shape. A Jot black panther snarled viclously at
Rim, lte eotalt hluwe syes bupndng ints hig Wrain. Thoe wizard dwarf bagan to stagger
away) hs tegan to rum. But there was no plase to rus %o ian this golden haze and
always the sieal panther padded swifily by his zide. 7Tonpue lolling, xight fangs
gleanlng, itz streage; brillisnt eyers fixed on hieg...An3 alwsys the sound of musical
laughier. - .

#* H X

Both the Kalser snd Tiars the Dark Princess regernded the frozen figure of
Rasputmann, "What did you do to him?" ha asked her.

Tisxs deew a deep breath. “He is 3in o tranece; he is T another apace and time.”

“Fomawae™" ‘

She 1ighuly langhed. “Nothing 1s forever, Youx Excelloncy. Besides; he is a
powerful wisaprd. My fresh strength has Kkept his wlts Aidlied and his powers at baya
But the struggle 1s not over yet."

The X¥alser gently graspsd her grm, steering har townrds the doorway. "Come,
Tiara, lst us vetize tc our chambers this evenlng. It has boen an arduous day for
us both.”

Dislodging his hand. she pulled away fxom him, shakling her hsad. "No, not yet,
sire, There is one more matter that must be discyssed.”

She paused, collecting her thoughts. “There nave been reliatle accounts
concerning sirange dolngse in the Britlsh lsles and the Noxth Sea.”

: *Yes, I kpoow," he replied. A Russlan fleet crulsipg in the North Sea is
strange -- quite. However, whether or not it is truly lest, the matier ls belng
teken care of, 1 assure you."“

{{FICEL, continues next page))
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vIt 38 not only that,™ Tiara sald, “"but alse the rumors aloul the assassination
of French Prime Minister Hare by the English leader-in-exile, Sweeney. Much has teen
hsaxrd, alse, about the subseguent capture of that viclous slayer. Al tha moment, he
15 beinz held abozrd a German paval ship under the command of one von Helntzman for
transfer to the Russlans.”

"Wnat? What's all this?® the Xalser stuttered. "I know nothlng about any of
it.” _

Tiara regarded him gravely. "Your treachervus wiZzzd dwarf has kept you ln the
dark on many matters, I am much afraid... Aboard this shlp with the war crimiual
Sweeney and von Heintzman appears to be a simulacrum of Prime Mlinlster dare. Cur
Yest sources indicate thai boih Sweeney and von Helntzman nightly engage in perverse,
orgiastic diaplays of viclence involving repeated mutilation and disflgurement of ihe
Haxe object.” ‘

The Xeisar grimacsd, “How disgusting!®

*True," Tiara agreed. "While it would seem that the simulacrum was on boacrd the
ship prior to Sweeney's arwival, all world intelligence agencles concur that only the
British have the necessary technology to create such a monstrous lifeform. It 1s
well known, sixe, that the English sclentific community, nndexr ihe malign sponsorship
of that rabid experimenter, Sweensy, were heavily ilnvolved in a secret project. It
appears, now, the project centered around the construction of these living replicas
of human belngs through genetlc manipuiation. These creaturea -- clones, as they are
called -~ can bs created almost at willl and 1rn any quantltiy.”

"“lerrible, terribtle.” mummursd the XKalser. *But how 814 this clone of Hare find
its way aboard a Gexman ship, if ithe Britlsh were developing 1t¥"

"That ls not known yetf, sire,”

“Well, in any event, I will lssue orders to von Helntzman to destroy the clone
totally and to send Sweeney %o Berlin, After that, I telleve that an intensive
pasychologlcal profile on von Helnteman is in cxdexr. Yes®®

Tiara sighed deeply. "I am afrald, Your BExcellency, that the matter of this wvon
Heintzman is somewhat complicated as well. Thorough iavestigatlon of your military
files reveal no record of a von Helntzman sexving the waxr effort by land, alr or sea.
Furthermore, no title of nobiliiy for a ‘vor® Heintzman has ever been reglstersd.

The Heintezman familial name is of peasant origln, sire.™

Silently, the Kaiser regsrded his new seeress. "There is more, is there not,
Tiara? Tell me, please.”

"AB you wigh, sire. What is koaown at the moment concerns Rasputmann's skill as
a necromancer. It would appeax that he could conjure awaks the dead, and, 1ln fact,
has ralsed up zombles and successfully infil ;.rated them inte high military and
dlplomatic levels of govermment.”

Shocked, the Kalser whisperad, "Ara you telling ne that this *von' Helntzman
is 2 zombia? And thls thing 1s 1r. command of a German fleei which has captured the
British war criminal, Sweeney?" = '

"Woll," Tiara slowly sald, "it would seem, definitely, that it 1ls 1ln control of
a German fleeit, yes. But as to whpther he has tryly capiured Sweeney... You ses,
Bire, the gquastion now is whether Sweenoy is really Sweaney.”

"What?"

"Your Excellency, the mass manufactume of clopes could mean that perhape the
real Hare was not shot in the flrst place; perhaps this Sweeney person aboard our
ahip is not the real Sweeney. And with the possible resurrectlon of hordes of
zombies by ocur own Rasputmann...”

RIGEL {rontinued)
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Morroy 3drisbern, the Halszr stared at his beautiiul e chantress, "o yvou mean to
¥y thet we ¢sn no longer distinguish between clones and zombles and Real People?
¥, Tlara," he saddenlv exclelmed, leaning forward, an eerle glow in his eyes, “is
it concedvainle thatl even wo ourselves may pot be real?”
Tlare sptd oo b n wovd, bub parely zazed abt him, thewetfully.

» # #*

SHE appentine cresture Tloatdog sllently in Wy adr aver the castle,
Listaning with Luen eavs to e conversatlon below, Flisliy began 3is slow ascent «f
Jepnryure ante the sky. Srittiog forth an gre of scarlal lighining into the blackness
of ihe nlgn, the hoge dragon hegee %8 lopz Journey to frat faraway mountaintop
where ihe Blders coated awcitlng ite repori on the dav's events,

i the casiue ltscll, ths peirified foxm of Ras;mi.a A remained rigld. Yet he
wasn aware of the dragon’ s misslon acd satloelmetion ras hthin him., Every so of ten,
hes Dlank stare wonhd clesr and hig ayes woukd gleam wi: aslice and menace. Still,
the golder mist always reiurned to gently sxother bim sod within that lustrous hago
prowlaed ths wrighi-syed punther whote snarle seepmed to echd forever within his brain.

A HUN-DOWN WRORSAOUSE B RWHERE IN BONAGO ((via mchm

M7 intelligensns svurcen cnuldn't have been wrong, Mot why isn'ti she cooperating?

"ok, you pald your 50 Trancs,” she says us gho Em:f,.da bor ams ouh 6 me, “s0
why Aontt we Just geb dows to busliness?"

I »ouatly poah her awvey and sialk 2o the greass-strnaked wilodow, Daws!  Juat
when e southern canpalgh looked promislng, the Termans and Russians bBegin jolnt
maneuveYs in the north. Von HéAntewan's navy storms Londosn, olalalng that At was an

coldeny, that thaey thought it wes Dennsth, ard ther the GCevmane trick me oul of tha
Hatad Beb.

I tera to look at the saucy ot ciiticg waekly on the weaihared bed, map
gpread vefore her, siardng »uestloulngly el me. 'Mhs pratiom, I'm thinklag, ls my
Fronch morple. They nsed & nilltary victory w0 restore twelr splrlt snd thelr pride
&8 Frepshnmen. Dubt whera? Where can we acbhlevae a qudok, deelsive victory?

"Coma on. you vench, tiyl™ I mrossuve, advancllhg meaxcingly on her.

7T don®t understand -~ I don't wmaderstand what you wanii® cries the slovenly
wollop.

Took," I tegia none-too-pailently. “i've got Sexwians and Ruselans advancing
frouw the noxdh, aid a shaly. at hest, slllance w‘lﬂ1 ‘hm Austrian, Twkish, and
I{elian peopiss, wone of wnom I tvust. To top 1t off, the Frunch peopie are thimatening
revolution iF tha wex dossn’i staxt twrning in our faver, and quickly. Now I kiow
you san b alp,M“ k¥ woice has risen t- a crmac.ando, and I wave angrily at the map HBDs

“Well," she ‘xeina tantatively, looking at Lhen mp by her feet, littered with
palnated wooden Wlecks, “the yellow ones are pretty -~ Look how nlece they go with ths
HWoas...” She pusties a piece :rorw&trd %ith her toe.

"And see how the green omms lopk up hers, wvexi o itlie red ornes? Uh, and lock i1
we put some amore tlus over herxel” Her lanterost is avoused and she 1s eagerly pushing
colored Hlocks acxross the uap with her fuet.

At Tiret I den’t understand. ‘his brazen mirumpat seens to bo vandomly moving
the continrent’s rilitary fuwces arpand Zuroge. But then I look morxe closelys Turkleh
Fleet in the Ionian moves to the Afrlstle. Itallyn Fleet 12 Tunis ordered into tho
Tyrrhenian. French Fleetse from th: Tyrrhenlan Inte the iculan Sea, and from the
Wastera Medlterxranssn atorm Tunis...

"Sut of cowrsel” 1 cry, rwachling for papsr and pencil from the dresser., “Pextect.
beautifudl”

“Yuah, I krow.” che meplies gbsent-mindedly. "I vsad o be an interior decoxrztor,
Hot o tad ome, sitier. Ocoh! Whah e preity patiernl®

I turn to hev. ond then I notice for the Yiset time: ne is boautdful! She la
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not only a briliiant tacticlan, but attractive as well. Everything a man could want.

I stagger starstruck back %,o e hed and sit down next to her.

"You'ra = you‘xa amazing! Your powers are greater than any of my people knaw.
My deax," I gush, “what ls your nawe?®

She appears swxprised, caught off balance. "Loxi K-« um...Lozxiguwe. Yes, Loxique.”

"Loyigue. Such a wonderful Frmnuch name," I swoon. YTell mes would you sccompany
me o dlnner?™

She atande up and steps daintilv to the dresser, whers she donz a pair of pipx

cashmere pajamas (pink cachmere.,.?). "No, I°m sorry,” che smiles. *I have another
appeintment right now."

Thers 18 & Xmock at the dcor. As Lorigue flows gracefully to the door, I move
to put away the map. I heaxr her opea the door and say, "Ch, hello, Raspy. You're
right on tima."”

I iook over. In the deorway stands a swarthy ruai, odd-looking even for a dwarf.
Thers’s a alightly mad glint in his aye and an anxlous demeanor about him.

"Guten abend, mein liedbchen,™ he croaks, stepping into the room, His eyss widen
as he sples me puttdng the map away. Avkwardly he tries to hide bshind hls back the
oversized briafcase he's twwught with him.

I walk % the door, stepping over the dwarf, and kilss Lorigue on the sheek. But
I am oased out of the dvor before I can proparly say gowdbye.

ELLIS to KNIGHT: So, your little preject got out of hand, did it? The houssrules
have boaten Stevle and Stevle 1s upsei. Shades of Frankensteln's monster, no?

BLLIS to ERUX: Stevie i1s rlight, you know, The SIRIUS gane should continve, and
Austria should have to move off ¢ Altanis and back on %0 win. 7The rules are very
clear. You are obtwiously confused on the matter yourself. First you list the
houserules as a naw player; then az the Auvstrisn player, and on the endgame chart you
1lisi elight countries. What a FRUX. What would happen Af a player forces eighteen
centers in the spring, summer is separaied by requeat, during which the eightean-
center power NMRs, and then boih the exriginnl player arnd the standby MMR in the fall?
fot a ridiculeus possibllity, as exhibited by Iron Uream in The Prince. Wao wins,
Well., on to less SIRIUS mattexs.

BRUX to ELLIS: ‘'Twouldn't happen in V3. The fall season would be delayed till
someons actually got moves in for 1%, As for SIRIUS, check on the ombudsman’s
ruling thls lasue...

ROME {0 REILLY: I can take the move to the Ionian. I might even be able to overlook
the silly-assed 1lies, ™"Dioogle" had me upset. "Droog" is liitle better. BUI
SCIMBUNNY IS THE LAST STRAW! THIS MEANS WAR! What? We®rs alveady flghting the
Turks? Damn! :

ELLIS to KLEIMAN: So you want t¢ jmow why I have been trying io get everyone to attack
you. Well, besides all the obvlous reasons, you have left me almost entirely out of
the Jeopardy press! Three stupld lines! Playing with patches, indeed, You don't
like 117 Well come do something:about it! Nelson and Knight, get out of the way!
Let me take on this Turkey myself. Oh, sorry Rich.

NELSON to TYs Are you all right? &Ko letters, no phone...to nobady.

GERMANY to AUSTRXA: Yeah, I know; I've neglected you, too. Soon, S00N.s.

VIENNA to BERLIN: Hello? I thought you at least atill talked to your vietims...
VIENNA to BRWK: At least if I guess wrong it‘ll be guick this time...

BRUAL to VIEKNA: Really? As quick as, oh, say, Federal Express?

ROME to PARIS AND ANKARAy Oklahoma used to be a part of Texas., It was zonad as a
garbege dump.

BRUX to ROME: You'me lucky Mlichalaki doesn®i read these things...

ROME to RIGEL: Sorry, guys -~ no change in Itallan players this year, Now if you

will all kindly take a step hack? ((RIGEL continues next page))
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VIENNA to RQWE: Now tale Vendve -+ pleasa,

Vigwia o 0kd:s  After our phone conversatdon, 1t occurred to me that this game could
be Ri:ged. I sure hore aot.

VIEHNA: Of soorse. (he msln question is how long will I be adle to use this
datelive. Fetg?

BiLLiS o HELEOMN: XIf you Yeileve in relincarmation, oau vou imagine what BRIX will

e in his serxt (ife? It is frightening, Jjust tc think about It. I would be willing
o ot he used L work for the govermmeni in previous llves, Knight was probably a
oad, which is wiy he finds it 8o easy te toady o BRUY now.

EXVL o RECELr My dwooge, I'm sure you're all tixed of hearlng about the RAT alliance.
Parbaps you'd 1ilks to hear & differcnt siory. The story of...

A Terzible Press [elessa

It vas 12tz in the evening of November 15, and your numble editer, diilgent
gomesnas ey that he 1s, was resding "Houserules” for ths seventh time, to insure its
pormansses in bis memory:

*Doge, cesptisr programe, exiraterrestriale, and dvcaogios may all play,

So Anoe s they abide by these houserules.”

o desply irveolved in thils comedy was I that I Juspsd in surprise when I heard
the fizm knockloy 2t my door. And this was no ordinary fime knocking, lat me tell
you, This was 3 knocking both despsrats and vromising, and I krew immediately ithat
someone bad coma o bug me. Mol ia the mood for huggevs, I decided to ignore the
krooking. But ahen it peraisted. T want to opon tha doox.

There stond Yy Hooe's terribie facs.

"7y Hare's inrriule face! What & surprisel

"Hella, BRI, I was just In the ueighborhood, and...l hope I'm not disturbing
AT

*Not mt alic Gome ire. Bave a sszf..." We sat doun together on the couch. "So
how's it zolog? How's Tw?¢

'ine, flse. Ty's fiae...”

*Good. aAnd woul”

"lorrlile..." It paused, and I could ses that it wes derveus abount somethlng.

“Anything wrong?®

THNOs o W By e

“Oraoa,™ 1 oraxsd. “You cmn tell me.™

"Hell... 00’8 Ty, He's oot doing so well.”

"oh?  How sp2

"Yeli, he'e Tapressad, really deprossed, about this XIGEL game he 1s la. ANl
day long he mopes about the houwse, moaning and gyoaning that he‘s doomed, and wishing
you'd etop eallling his face terrible. You know, he reslly thinks very highly of
you, BRUX. ard...he'd reaxlly prefer 1t 1f you'd 1all his face horpritle.™

"Yan, 1 know, Ty Here's derradbie face. DBut surely hs reglizen this 1s just =
gand.s.that 1t"s all foxr fun.” '

"That's Just &t, be Jossn’t know 1t’'s Juat a game. He acis 1llka he is really
tha President of Franece..and...it yeally makes him feel dreadfully awful when be
thinks his horribhle face 1z ternibls.®

“Really? Ho takes it that SIRIUS?

“No- that was Kaight. But he even calla me als 11liile droog, and I have to
¢all him Ty the Tyrant., And wheosver he resches the »nd of his rope, which is often
these Jdays, I have to 2all him Ty ths Knot."

“That’s mupeing. But 1 guess we al) nave our 1litile secrst fantasles, Mine is
that somadzy K4 Wrobel will shut up.”

“Yae, #all. ¥'6 nob much fun to live on when he's devressed. I'm golog to have

¥, E . »
to leave nim if this keepr up. Even whlskers avolid hin shde..
F .{7iGEL continues next page))
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"Well, at ieast he doesn’t have to shave! But you've come to ask me if I°d lay
off hm." ,

"Oh BRUX, 1i'Qd mean &0 much to me.”

"But Ty Hare's terribl: face, I can’t do that.*

"Oh pleass, BRUKX, for ne. Fretty, pretty please!® ‘

"Ty Hare's iterrible face, ny ethlecal principlesz...Il've goi to continue calllng
you terrible.”

"BRUX, please, I'll deo anything...aoythingl®

"Iseel'm sorry. Terribl aorry 3

It heaitated for a moment, then sald iz a sofi volce, "BRUX, I°1} do anything.”

I was taken abaclk.

“Anything?™ 1 gulped. '

“Anythlog.™ It gaae& at ne terri‘n}.y.

Now L know what you've thinklng, llttle drocgs. You're thinking that Ty Hare‘'s
texzible face's offer to do anyihing was enough to make me forget my ethical principles.
Bul you're wrung, my friends, oh yes. For what actually happenad is that, at that
vory ssmae moment, I remesnbersd another of my ethlcal principles. "Never make a player
ioze face," 1s how it goes. Therelcre, I replied.,.

0¥, I'1l do it.® . .

"You will? Ok thank you, BRUX! Thank you, thank you, thank you."

“Dorn't mentlon 1t.” '

"I'm forever in your debt." |

"True. But I want you to realize that I'm not doing thia for...your offer...but
because I want to mlp Ty out, 1 will siill p:r:lvately think of his face as territle.”

"Of course.ea.™

"So I°1) write to ‘ry, and tell hlm he has a horrible face, and thon..."

And then I saw Ty Haxe's terrible fave gazing at me horribly. Qulckly it slid
over close to ne, and then...

++.8 knock on the door interzupted.

KNOCK! ENOCK!

“Who's there?" I replied. i

*Kleiman!" ; i

*Klelman who?" :

"Kleiman a mountain! ZLet me in, will ya?!l®

I went over and opened the dosr, and there, much to my surprise, stood Dave
Kleiman. Ty Hare's face made a qulck, terrihle disappearance. Apperenily it had no
wlsh to be voted on again.

"Dave! It really is you! Come 1in, come in. How’s Lori?

"Finen“ .

"Correct, foxr $40! So, what I,rinss you hexe, . Dave?“

"Ohy I was Jjust passing through, and,..”

"Gor:r:sct. for $60! Would you like something to drink?"

"-remﬂ o c

"Correct, for $30Ir

"BRUX, cui the orap, will you? How dld we ever get involved in these Press Wars,
ammﬂ

“Ah, ny oy, I thought you'd never ask. S1it jown and I'1l tell you the whole
story.” ; ‘

"Wait a minute., Is this going to be as long as the houmerules?"

"Pretty close. And its aven got the same author! It all began...”

RIGEL {continued)
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A TONG TIME ACO, ON ¢ CONTIFENT PAKR, TAR AWAY ({via AST21A))s
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It 38 = pericd af civil war on thas continent. Retsl wrlters, in battle agalnst
the Eapire, have manzgoed to steal an artlcie pextaining 4o the Emplrs’s secret weapon,
the dveded DOCH STAE, a zine so largs that It can put zalire planeie to sleop, A8 wu
euter the slory. an Impsrial force Is battlling e smxll zehel milssive in ordit around
a sxdl sirs...

i * *

"Macdaness, this is padness!” walled Ty-Thrseple to iz sidekink, Bobiwo-Detoo,
a3 the fixe fron Tuperial Batile Bnvelopss drew teaver o the robel missive thay were
atoard. "¥e'il b desiroyed for sure." 4 Jolt went trrcuzh the nlesive as a shot
from the Inpsxisl forces hit homa, aid a desp, thmodblng num began to pervads the
vessel. "0, ny gondness! Vhat is i, Pobiwo?™ Al that request, ihs short,
inoxpensive stanp sdhored himselfl to one of the misalvets edges, and bsgan zeperiing
to his largur companlon vis a series of chirps and whilsllos. “"Belug boarded?!”
Threeplo cvled., “0h, dear, I den®t koow how the Friucess will sver mapsge to get
us out of thiule

A group of hondi-~-writion relsl wowels and consonaniiz Ingged past the two stuamps
and set themselves up with weapons ypolssd on the wimslva’s salutatlon, preparing ic
dafend a2gainet the lmpendisg onslaught of cilsply tyvpesd Tnperisl Storm Letisrs.
Souwnds of scraping could De heard froxm ouwtslds, sz well as muffied volces giving
comnandes. Alruptly the onlnous humming stepued, leaviosg osuly the falnt, distant
nniass of other rebtel letters struggilng with the demag s Sons to the nisslive itself,
The two stamps hiurrded ocut of the way ac the luperisl Forves ohliterated the saluta-
tion and formed z warding hole. The first wave of Storr Letiers poured Into the
pain body of the text in their Impexrial Ditto srmor, fiving lethel bolts of purple
ink at the dawhty rebel forces, From thelr entrenched prasitions in the copening
paragranphs, the mbel letiers wers able to hold off wis Storm Letters at flrst, and
the openlng seniences were soon awash in a sea of purzle. The Stomm Letiera’
precisicn, however, scon out imts the rebels and, chuais of graphite raining arcund
them, they dbegan nn sll-oul retreat Just as the firsi parmph fell, naklng the
questlon of whether or not they wmild be atble to ‘zomme taly rasist “hhe Imperisl trcops
memaly an acadamlic one.

A tall, menaslng figure stepped onto the captxzmd migsive through the resmacis
of the salutation, his black cape flowing bebind hir. ‘he Imperisl Commander emergod
from the center of the text, whare hlas forses wers contlnuwing o reunt the rebals,
leading the capiain of the missive. “HNothliug, eiw," he peported. “We'vs captured
most of the crew, including the captaln hexye, bui thy tulls of comternis has been
wiped cisan.® The Dark Lord nodded, and esized the mizaive’s oaptaln by the throat
with & bhalry hand, 1iftiog him off the ground as he tightened his grip.

“"Waere is ths artlcle you stole?” ine hand®s owner rmbled, menace laocing his
words. "What heve you done with the masierst"

The captaln chcked. "We-wgicle--no article.” The hznd tightened, and the
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captain's struszles for treath bscame more frantic, "Please...we'vs an...linnocent
€n7eloTec..0n 8., .mi86100..,10, ., vOQUEBt. . " The body went 1imp, and the Dark Lord
threw the lifeless form away in disgusi.

* - ...*,

RIGEL {continued)

o

"Bobtso! What are you doinz?” The small stamp ignoxed the questione of his more
expensive companion, leading them both to the missive's emergency reply carxds. “"You
can‘t go in there «- it's not pawmittedl” - Threeplo was clearly distressed by the
impertinence of hle companicn, twt Bobiwo paid him no mind and continued: tawards his
destination, barely stoppirg to answer Threeplo with a feu buszges and clicks.
*Mission?" Thrsepio questicrsd, "What mission? Come uck here at oncs!®’ Suddenly a
bolt of purple ink shot past Threepic's head, taking out n nearby sentence with a
large purple explosion, Thils inapired a change of heart in the worried stamp. "Ol,
I‘m going to regret this!" Threepioc wailed, as he followed Bobtwo onto the card.

*Are you sure you know how tu address thils thing propsrly, you little troublemsker?”

* P

Two storm lebtexrs anteved the'room, escorting a amall, handcuffed figure clad in
a simple whlte robe. The Dark Lord turned and towered over the stlll-deflant woman.
She in tuzn fixed o baughty stare on him, a half~smile of recognition on her face,

“Darth Linsey...X should have known. Ouly you would te so btold -~ and 8o stupid.
When the Imperial Oabudsman bhesrs of this outrage ~-"

"bon®t play games with me, Princess Xlelman.” The Dark Lord pointed an cmlnous
fingexr, already impatient with the troukle he had heen caused. "You aren't on any
mercy mission this time, Whers ls the sinjen artlcie?” -

The Princess' self-assurance was unshaken. "I don't know what you' Te talking
about. We're a pemaceful letiler, slmply regquesting a sample.”

zibu are a traitor and a leader of the rebellionl™ Llnﬁey snapped. "Take hex
awayl"®

As the guards muscled hex from the room, the Commander stepped up behind the
PDark Lord. "She'll die btefore shd glves you any information,” he pointed out softly.

Linsey's voice sard: to an annoyed Zrowl, ‘“Leave that to me."”

x * *

Threeplo 3tepped off the rep&y'card and looked all around, Bobiwo had goiten
them to the zine safely, bub where were they? "What a forsaken place this le," he
muged aloul. ‘“"Nothing but white space as far as I can see,.." Bobiwo appeared on
the edge of the oard and whistled, "No, I don't juch eare for this wasteland you've
brought us to,” Threepic answered: "I Just knaw you'd get us lnto some awful ma2sa
liike this. What are we supposed to do now, when there's absolutely no one arcund?"
Bottwo chirped agaln, and ollcked -twice. "And I do wish you'd stop babbling about
this ‘mission' nonsense,” Threepic continued. "It’s enough to—"

He was interrupted by 2 particuplarly shrill whistle from his companion, who
indicated the distant horizon. 4t = barely discernable ‘dlstance, a large malling
label was making its ponderous way acrosa the surface of the white space, Threeplo
was overjoyed. "Oh, a sign of civilizetlon!" he exclaimed with glee. "We're
maved!" He waved in the direction of the oraft. ' “Over here! I say, over herse!™

* % %

Just outside the door of his home, Cupcakes Clockwlnder stared wistfully at the
sky.  Working in his uncle's bekery wasn't so bad, he thought, but there were so
rzany other parts of the hobby that were more exciting., If only he weren't stuck in
a backwards zine where people only knew how to play Risk. As things stood, though,
it was all he could do to dream atout the vaguve reports one heard of rebellion
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tueen mixing betier and making sure the baked goods 4ldn't burn.

“Gake! Cakel!™ 7%e voice of his uncle interrupted Jujpcake’s reverla, “Where
are you?"

Cmke 3%¢had and took a last fleeting glance at the sur.. ™Coming, Uncla Olsen'™
he talled., He turned and ran back into the bakery, bumiling stralght inte his uncle’s
pudgy fom.

"On, thoems you are, Cake,* his unclas said. "Listen. I Jjust came back from
purchasing these twe stamps at the auetion in P'dore. snd ihey msed a litile fixing

up. Can I hmve you do 1t? Your aunt wants ue to txy wome new coffes she Jjust bought -

Bay's it's the richeast lind."

=Yagh, surs, Uncls Olsen.® Cake 414 not appear at all thrilled with the thought
of having to do more work.

“Great! I°11 Just leave you to get mcousinted, I'Il txry to be back as aoon as I
can,®

Thraapic interpreied this as a cue to spesk up. “Allew me to lutwoduce myself,
air., m Ty-Thrasple, a three-cent stamp, and ay compenizn haxe 1s Bobiwe-Detog---

C‘a.Ifa interrupted him with a groan. “Ho, don't tell mw. Lel mo guess -~ a Lwo-
cant stamp."” Thrseplo nodded end smiled woadly. “Pleasad to meel both of you.

I guees. 1You can call me (ake," He bent to examine the suialler stamp’s condition.
"Say, you'va lost a lot of adhesive backlng -~ looks like vou two have seon a bit
of actlon.”

“Wall, 7 dareazy we have, whiat with the rebellion and all,” Threeplo replied.

This lest rasark cavght Cake®s full attention., "The rebellion! he exclalmed.
*Tou ko Enow about the rabollion?”

"Yas, i, w0 Jdo. Well, not much, actuslly, twvi its Lacause wa*ve had some
rebe}.li.on-mlatud proolemc on owr last missive thal ws've onded up on this eins,
Except that I don'it kuow whieh sine 1t is.®

Cata‘s exc.‘t tanent calmed gqulckly when Threeplo’s quesiion brought his alnd hack
to his mmhappinsss with hie auwrroundings. "Well, 3f tiwre’s & hright center to the
hobdy, yeun're o3 the zlne that's furthast {rom 1t,” be sueversd in a dlsgusted tone.
returaing to the amaller stanp. H2 squinted, pearliag along Bobiwo's edges, “Humm...
szamd 1like some of your parforations are out of 1lins here,” he mused, then leared
over and selected a3 triamer with which to realign tham. Onke applled the tool to oue
cornsr of the stamp, bubt ran into resistence. "Somothing ssems o be stuek;™ he
grunted, as he applled more pressure. The extra prossure appeared to do the trick,
for whatever was stusk suidenly gave way, sending the yowr man tuvabling Lo the floor
of the bﬁkﬁﬂt

Cake got back up off the floor, ready to takes out som: of his frustrations oa
tha psrforations, whan he stapped. There on the &tamp's surface was a frce he hadn’t
seen before, slightly hlurry, but pevertheless s femals fooe aud nsverxtheless talking
to him! "Help me, Obegone Kemobil™ it sald. "You've my culy hope!™ Thare was a
alight click and the face appeared again. “Halp me. Otegone Kenobl! Youw're my only
hops!*® :

Cake was astonished, *“What 18 this? Who 1s she? UVhat's gelog on hereT™ Robtwo
didn'ti reapoad, except to play the message once again: “hEelp me, Obezone Kenobil
You've ny only hope!® 24nce he was obviously not golng lo get anyvhare with ths
smaller stamp, he appsaied to the ¢ther. "lhreepls, usk him vhat he's dolngl™

"1 have, air. He actually claims that he beluogs ¢ thie Obegona Fenobl and that
he has 4 message for him. I can't say that I comprshend whai he's talking about.

Dur owner on the missive wasn't named Kenobi,”

Cake considered this, “QOtegone Ksnobi... Say, I wondar if he means old Nelaon
Kenobl. He's an oid hermit that lives around here. I dow ¢ think that he owns any
stampe, though." Cake set the trimmer beck down. “Listan,” he sald to the two, "ycu
wait hers. I'm golng to ask Unole Olsen aboui this.®

i * *
({RICWL ooptinues next page))
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Gake cotered the housa and made his way to the kitchen, where he heard his uncle
argulng with hie awmi. "Listen, I don'i care 1T this stuff 1ls grown on the Matterhommi®
Glzen shouted. Cake conaidered ithe dangers of confronting his wncle in such a mood,
acd decided to enter the klichen anyway. "It tastes 1ike «- yes, Cake, what is it?v

"Sorry, Unole Oleon, but I think those {wo stamps you bought have aiready been
ecancalled,”

This news 414 not brizhten his wacle's nood any. "What?l™ Olsen sxploded.
*There's not a mark on them! If those Pandits in Pidoxe zipped us off,..”

Cake declded not to prness hias luck. "Well, I don’t inow for swwe,; but the two-cent
one clalms that he bslongs to someons else. 0SGeld he’d bteen used by someone namad
Obegone KenolLl.” Cake dldn'% see hils vncle and aumi exchange a significant glancs.
*1 thowght ne might have meant old Nelaon Kenobi out by the fringe.®

His unole's mood softened, but he seemed uncomfortabile. “iH~no, 1t's probtably
nothing. Cake. You'd bettar forget it.®

Ceke's curlesity was arouvad by his uncls's reluctancss to discuss it, “Well, is
it someone rolated to Nelson; then? What if he comes locking for them? We wouldn’t
want any trouble. Maybe I should go out and ask old Nelson.®

This lest rsmark changed his unole's mood from nervous to frightenad. “You aiuy
away frcm him, you hear ue!* he shonteds *I°ve told youn about him before. Hae's a
cragy old man,. He's dangerous and £l of nischlef, and he's best left well alons,
Ae foir this 'Chegenz,' I'm sue he's 1o longer in the hobly. Now that's all I want
hear atout it. Those stamng are ours now, and I want you to finish fixing them up'"

* *» *

DIGEL {continued}

Jake wallked back from the house to the hekery. He aluays hated 1t when hls uncle
was In & retten wood -~ espacially when it hadn't even been his fault! He was orly
tryieg o play 1t safe. Why did it ulways seem thsi he was having to pey the costs
Zor others’ mperanols? At lesst 1t seemed 1ike the doy couldn't get any worse.

¥hen he resntersd the bekery, however, ho hecame absolutely certain that it could.
Ooly the larger of the iwo stamps was thoxe. “Threeplol™ (ake exclaimed. *"What
happaned to Bobiwoe?!™

"I really don’t know, siy,” Threeple mspilad. "I had oaly tuwrned my back for a
nilnute Just now, and when I looked up you were there and hs wae gone."

"Oh, great. I Unecle Olson finds out about this, I'm going to get it. We'd
tetter go looking for hin."

“If 1 may maks a svggestlion, sir, 1% may vexy well hava aomething to do with this
'mizsion’ gibberish he's been tabbling on about.”

*“Good ldea. We'll teke my malling label and head out in Nalson Kenobl's direction,
gee 1f we can®t spot hin along tha way. Boy, I ogn already tell this little stanp’s
geing to cause me a lot of taxoublelr '

*Ch, he excels at that, sir," replied Threepiq cheerily.

* 3% *

Cake's latel aped along the suzface of the sins as ths young man stared lntently
at the horizon, Wwith to kesp a shayp lookout for the prodigal stamp, and alsc to nake
it clear to Threepin that he wes in no mood to listen te much more of his chatter,
"Come on, he's gotia be hexe acmexhore." he rmutteyed to himself. "We must be almost
to Nelson's house -~ ai leagt I think it'a around hare sowewhere."

"Excues me, 81x," Thresplo pul in, *lut Lan't that Bobdbiwo over in that dlrection?v

"You're vight, it is," Cake agreed. "Thanks, Threspio. And ho was alumost to
Nelson's." Ceke accelerated the labvel, and they quickly caught up with the small
stamp.

Threepio was guick to admonish his sldekick. “Pobiwc, what 18 the ldea of

{(RIZEL continues next page))




RESEL { consinuad; 3

wanderinz off 1ils this® That’ll be qulie ewough of tiis ‘Obegone Kenohl® ronsunse.
We've Yoth been worrlisd siek alwut youl®

“You Frow,’ (ake seid, "am long ss we've this cluzo ¢ Nelson's house, I think
wa night as well stop in and ask him abeut you., I'z 1 snough tzoulde with my unele
ag 4t La, and at least thad way be')l e angyy vwith ne lugtend of whth ¢ither of you"

"HAA vew heay ek, Boblwe?® ‘ﬁn:eep*o cngoled- "You should be mosi grateful that
mpster Oaks han tabon such sz lalezest In }mtectms' yap

"Come on, veu two," Cake Anstructad. "Onto the eozl and let'n make thls gqulek.”

It was only & fow minutes sors: L0 the old man’s lmm«;, and desplie Ceke'’s not
giving hic wmole’s warnloge much crodenns, they did hare snough of ax effect to mals
Colks Tosl & 1ittlc hesitant as he kuaockyd on the door. DLasplie his hopes, howewey,
thoe knock was saswered rather promptly Yy a vhite-lsired san dressed 1n a shably
sleank. wizh & peste symbol hangling from bils neol, Cake ihought he'd better make the
fieat totyoduction, “Hoison,..? Hallo, Nelmon, 3t'a mae...Cuposke (Dockwinder,
Tensnber?t

At the mentlea of the teme, the old man gave @ Jorfu! start of recognition, "Cakel
Why, of course I remenber. So good to see you, ny youg lelsnd.  It's been such &
long time w« and leok how youw've grown! But tel) mo, roung pan, what btrings you all
the sy out hore™™

"his stamp. Ko wagdered off, claiming be*cd tean ocunsd before...by someorne
called Obegone Yenedi, Tg he a mlative of yowrs? Ny woile sald he probably left
the hobuy.¥

A dlstant leck grevw du the 0ld man's eyes as sonn 36 Oake meniloned the nanc.
“Uhegons2t" e resthod. "Ole... How that’s a nawe T havap't heard in a long tinme.

A doug time.® He opgekled. "No, he haen™t laft ils bobbre. Kot yet, at lsast."

"You Roow bint!

“Know hia?" Felann shet leck, seliing. "0f course I hoow him, He's me. 1
haven’®t pone by ihe namwe Jbagone since beforn vov wexe Lorn, though.”

“Ihen thils stamp doees belong to youl™ Cale conclidid.

"Weii. pow. thal’s most peculiar,” Melssep mused. “Jan’t reecall ever using a
stemy wefors. Dol roceantly, anywey. Well, come inside, ny friend, and lets have a
deak 4t you," He whered the thiwe lnto hlis home, then sni dowa in front of Bobtwo
arnd ‘-Jeg.m Tacklnys ever the wrferstlons,

Calte waished the old man with z 2ixtwe of fesr and faseiration. “Ch, yes," hs
Tenenborad . “fhere was a vassege of sone sozt atow-? gl Fin scmohow - that's why 1
thought he was yours, I stuntled acrose It earlisy

Nelson astrelgnivensd vp 3n surprise, "1 ssem o hava Pound 1t.*

They looked at the suvfage of the srall stany and caw the same face that Cake had
geen sarlier; but in a auch longer messnge. TOenaral Coapone Xenobl, 1 am Princess
Kleiman of Ine Jiplomct. 1 preseul myself ln the nise >f the Alllence to Cverihrow
the Emplre. Yo Folght for our ccuss long ago An ihe IVA Wars, General Kencbi, and
we beg you o uld us novw An our mpst deaperade hear.  1aformailon vital to the survival
of the allliance ie coniaeined in this stamp. I auk that you sse that this etamp bs
dalivercd safely to The Diplomal, whexe the Informutlos wry Yo safely xetrleved.

You nust help ms, Obogons Kemobl! Yuu'we my ooly nopal L will be captured shorily,
but they will learn aothlng flron me. Do rot £all ws.” Uhe Tace went hazy and
vaalshed;, leaving only the stemp }tself,

Calte vas awed hy what he had heard, and turned fowercs the ¢1d man with a
quastloning look. Neleon gave no indlcation thar the muccage had affected him at all,
save to stare off inte spece and stroke hils ch‘.r. thenghtfvlly. “General Kenobd®
Cake asked, tentatiwely. "You fowht in the {04 Waye?”

“Yag, Cake, T 4344, alzhough 4t vaz a H}.:ila ek, 1 wan a Press Wylier once,®
he addod, fixiar a stare on ths yowg nas. “Like your Taihexr.”

My fatheor? Cake sctwed. PBub my father was elaply o beker, like ny unele .

Cinnay, secntinwes next panel
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"Or so your uvncle wants you to belisvae. He never cared much for your father’s
advenierous spixlt, and was always worrled that you'd take after him if you knew oo
nuch ahout what hs really was. No, your fother was really a fellow Press Wrxlier. He
could address an eavelope helier than anyone else I ever knew. The Farce was sirong
in bin, And he was 2 gond Lrlend.” Nelson sgighed. ™All this reminds me, I have
something for you." He {turnad and rumeaged around in a chest. "Your fathexr wanted
you t¢ have 1t when you got old encugh ~- ah, here 1t is.”

He turmed back to Caks and Handad the young man a amall, slender object. "What
is 1t?" Cake asked.

"Your father'e pensaber,” Kenobi repiled, "It was the formal weapon of a Preas
Writer, not as clumsy or random as'a typsr. A olvilised weapon for a more clvilized
aga."

"¥hat's this "Fares® you mentionsd sarlliex?" Cake guestioned.

"Let ws Just say that At is something which every Prese Writer must deal with.

It is a foxr of common umderstanding that flows through and sustains evexyone in
tha hobby. Omee you become aware of it, it is a potent tool. Knowledge of the
Farce and how to manipulate it is what glves a Preas Writer his powexr. You should
learn the ways of the Farce too, Cake, 1f you are to come with me to The Diplomat."

"The Diplomat?” Cake exclaimed. "I’m not golng to Fhe Diplomat. “T've got work
to do -- 1've even got to get home nOW..."

*I need youwr help, Cake. T can‘t do this alone. I'm getting too old for this
sort of thing. This nmisslon ix too important -~ you Baw the message."

Cake thought zbout thls, thcught sbout his aunt and uncle, thought about how
tedious 1t’d he % force people to read even more of thls drivel by arguing the point.
"Yeah, what the hell," he agroed. “Take me with you. I want to learn to be a Press
¥ritex; Just like my fathem.”

“Fine," sald Nelezon. "Flrst, we need to get to Moz Elsley %o arrange passage to
The Diplomat...” f

* * *

Cake stopped thwe label at ihe entrance %o the subzine and glanced at the sign at
the top of the pages “You will never find a more wretched hive of scum and villainy."
He looked back down at the title and tuxmed to Nelson with an incredulous stare. "Do
you xreally tivdnk we can find somecme here capalle of goittlng orders in to
The Diplomat?”

The old man smiled, explalning, "Most of the good writers fraquent this place."
Cake still appeaxrced skeptlesl. “"Watch yourself, though," ielson warned. "This place
can be rough.”

The younger man nodded and sitepped into the dark interior of the sulwine, musing
as to the type of hobby members that would frequent such s shabby establishment. The
astanpa followed him, tentatively.

"Hey!” OCake pesred through the gloom and saw a large, hulking figure behind the
bar glaring in his direction. "We .don't serve thalr kind herel*

Cake stared; managed a stammerqd Yoply. *Wh~ywha t?*

"Your atamps. Thay'll have to wait outsids. We don't serve 'minor denominations®
here." He sloshed a drink doswn in front of a cre@tm at the bter, then turned back
and stared at Cake and ths two stamps.

Cake turned to Threeplo. "Youy'd btetier walt vutslde with the label. We don't
want any troulile in here.”

“I heaxtily agree with you, sir,” responded Threepio, as he and Bobiwo beat a
hasty retreat out to a more reputable section of the zine.

Cake made his way to the bar and slid in next to Nelson, who was busy talking
with a tall, furry anthropoid. On the other side, slumped over on the btar and

({RIGEL continues next page})
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aiutching woopcen tlocks iz;!. thelr nands, were twe otier creatures, sound asleep.
fake caught the lartender’e eye and ordered a wapatull., tea turned hils attention
ok o the snoszlag creatures, He got the vegue and e itding feellng that he
shovld somahown w0k (hemss -

Tie triel io vhake the feeling by naking sense of tis souversatlon Nelson was
having Wit the i‘w:ry azzmmpoid.. The bartender interryup od Cake's eavesdropping
hy seiting nle dxin% iz Loont of him. As he reachod fomwurd to take 1t, Cake’s
oitoy humred e cresture naarest him, who in turn hunped his neighbvor. Caks swallowed
hexd on Lis drink «8 boith creatwos awaoks wilth a sitart. 'The one who had been bumped
lovked at this wsitch and Jmaediately hegan yelllng st “ake in an incoaprehensible
Janguage a8 he palated and gestlcuvlated at this timeplece.

The ersatuvre’s companlon came wp beside his friond snd grinned maliclously at
Cake. "He doesc't 1ike you,” he sald, with a decepilvely friendly air.

T'm sonrys © Cake murnured as he trisd to turn beck 'txa the bar.

The ceronrlon caught Cake roughly by the shouldexr, ©I don't like you, elither,”
he ccatinued, atlll smiling.

*Look, ¥ said I was mox:y," Uake protssted, wishliry desperately he were comewhere,
or someons, ollg,

The compapisn leansd forward and Jjabbed a finge,« at tie obwviously bewildexed
youog man., "Yon*d better watch yourself. I°ve besn enned from twelve zineal®

2171 e caveiul." Cake stammered,

“¥ou’ll be staubed!™ the compenion snnxled, a® bhe rrached for the weapon a* his
side. Custonmars innedin’:ly backed away from the two, ~itaring a space as 1f on cue.

This Ywowht She bartender charging clumsily out fien bshind his bar, waving his
handes and shoutdng,  "Hey! MNeyl Fo iypers In my plasel®

Nelaen®o bt ouwna to —eat gently on Ceke's shoulden. "Come, lot me buy you a
dripk,® he wuid v the twe antagonists. “This 1ittleo one lsn*t worth your trouble.”

Tre trilizer-hy -W,v comuenlon stopped with hle weapon h:lf out of its holster and
swohanged ¢ dock ish the cweature, than slepped tack and looked Cake up and dowm.
"You know, wou'ws glght. o doesn't look 1ike he could pizy his way out of a paper
gz, Hith Jhat, the twe tumed and walked away, lsaving Calte with his mouth cpen
o bupn slowly Indignant.

Holson chucklad softly., and led trhe still asteniastwd young man back to the large
snthrepoild to whom be had been talking. “Cake, this is Chawellls, He's firsi mate
on an eaveiope vhnt might sult our purpeses.® Chewellir srunted, and led the two to
a teble were a sharp-featured young man was leanlag in a chalr, his btack to a wall.

“"Han Rellle, ceptain of the Millenlum Sultan. Chewle tells me you're looking
for peseage to The Diplomat?”

“Thai's tight -~ AT 14's a fasl envelope," Nelson ansvaved.

"Fagtti mv rean you've nevex even hesyd of the Millenlum Sultan?"

Felson amlisd., "Should we have?"

*It's tha envelope that made the Dalton rum iy wwe Jsys! She's fast encugh fox
you, old marn. Whei's youxr cargo?"

"Only paksengers. Nyself, the boy, and two stampe -~ and no quesilons asked.”

Reilly sppeared vaguely Lntrigueds "Local txpuble?”

“"Let's Just eay wo'd like ‘o avold any Vocal sntanglemanis.®

"Hrm -~ that?ll cost you extra." Reilly lea 1ea.ned back with his hands behind hig
head and performed somz menial calsulations, “It!li cost rou ten free issuss -- in
agdvance.”

Cake's menslbilltles ware offended by the thought of such a high price, offended
snough that his assayiiveness reappesered. “Ten freo lssues!™ he exploded. “We could
buy osur owi savelepe for ithsl much!” :

Reilly susersd, “Surs, kid, but wno's gonna address it for you? You?r"

{{RIGEL continues nemt page))
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RIGEL (continued)

"Tou bet I could! I'm not such a bad writer myseif!® He turnsd to Kenobi.
"Come on, we don't have to listen to {his."

The 0ld man remalned intent on the writer. "We'll give you two free issues now -~
and fifteen when we reach ras Diplomat.”

Rellly gave a long whistle and thought this cver. *Seventeen...! That much 1s
worth the risk. Alright, old man, you've got yoursaelves an envelope. Box 94, first
thing tomoxrrow morming.“

* it *

Cake and Nelson showed up promptly on time and were uchered into the P.0. Box by
Chewellis, Thexre rested the envelope that was the Millenlim Sultan, a sight that
falled in a significant way to live up to Cakae's oxpectations. It looked as though it
had been used in overy conceivatile way an envelops could be ussd, folded, spindled,
and mutilated, and yot still make & tenuous claim to being an envelope. It bore a
large red "THIRD CLASS" stamp direétly on what Cake assumsed was its front. ¥hen he
spotted this, Cake could po longaz: koep his incredullty ccntained. "¥hat a plece of

Junk!* he blurted out.

Heilly stepped out from 'behind the envelope, annoyed but still nonplussed. “Hey,
she may not look like much, but I've made & few special modificatlons myself. She’ll
make Speclal Delivery faster than anything anyone else has.® He miled and turned
back to the Milleniwm Sultan. "ivow, if you'll Jjust be patisnt, we'll be on our way as
soon as I get a chauce to~-"

4 bolt of purple ditto ink m%rrupbed his antloipated 1ist of repair work, as
1% ok oul a saction of the wall of the P.0. Box, *On sscond thought,“ said Reilly
&6 he quickly reached for the typsr at his side, "we appear to be a 1little rushed, so
if you'll kindly step aboard...” Cake, Nelson and the stamps hustled inside the
envelope whlle Reilly fired off a quick round from his typer in the direction of the
source of the ditlo. “Chewle -- get us out of hexe!" he ¢alled, and he followed the
passengers on board just as he oaught sight of several storm letters charging in
the enirance {0 ihe P.0O. Box, Befowe any of thex could bwing their weapons to bear
on the envelope itself, however, the Millsnium Sultan was gons.

Reilly made his way to the front of the envelope and fell into the pilot's seat
in front of Cake and Nelson. Chewsllis grunted and indicated the report from one of
the tracking devices. Rellly glanced at it guickly, then twmed dack to the other
Jnetruments, "I know...looks like two or three battle snvelopes. They‘re going to
try to box us in." He shouted 'be.ok to Nelzon, "What'd you two do to attract this
kind of coupany?*

*Can't you outrun them?" Cake a.sked sarcastmqlly. i | ﬂmught you sald this thing
was fast."

"Watch your mouth, kid, or you‘lll find yom'aakf in t‘:e dead latier officel"”
Rellly anapped. "We'll be safe ongae we make the )mp to Speeial Delivery. Wish I*d
knowr you two were so popular. oldiman.”

"Why?" Cake taunted. “Would y@u have bean a:hg:aid to talm us?"

*1l sure ae hell would have booated your farel" Rellly responded.

"How long before we can make the jump?" Nelaeoy asked,

*He're still e litt:l.e -¢lose to hmae. I2f11 ‘ne; a few minutes before we can
compensate . '

"A few mimites!® moaned Cake. “At the »ate uﬁy'm gaining, . ."

"Making the jump to Speclal Delivery isn't 1like frosting cakes, kid!" Rellly
shouted. "Cne wrong calculation and you could wind up in the middle of Le Front du
Fraud, Better strap yourselves 1n» Could be rough if we get hit before the
caloulations are conpleted."

Back in the hold, Thxeepio and Bobtwo were both adhered to their spots, but both

( (RIGEL continues next page))
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were alszo almost falafully aware of how close to homs sow: of the Impertal shots
were hitiiny. "Was this Lrip reslly nscessary?” Threcpic complalmed to Bobtwo. *I'd
forgotien how much I deteat the paile.™

i #* *

The Iapexlal Adniral entered the quiet conference rnon aboard the Toom Star, and
aada hls way 1o tos sereen where the (overnmor was walching the vessel's progress.
“Wo have entenadl tha vielnity of The Diplomat, Covernor. We awalt yowr order,”
he yveponried. «

"Fline,* the Guvernor suswered as he stared up at the Admiral., A ponderous kmnck
sene from tne olhww entrance to the room. “Leave mu now. My oxders will be relayed
T :fohk"

The admiral Loft the zoom Just as the other door opened, allowing Princess
Kisiman to entur escorted by two sxwmed guards, and followed by Daxth Linsey. The
Princess' haughly demeauvur had teen scaxesly diminlshed, «=nd she immediately zpproached
ths room's acoupnnt.

*Goveraser Hareh,” she svat. “I should have expectsd o fiad you holding Linsey’s
leash. I thought I recogoized the glare the momeand I sat foot on board.”

"Chexming to the lest, eh, Lord Linsey? 3lnee you're proving so uncooperative,
Your Highness, we axe, of course, forced to remove you from the hobby. Before your
untimely demise, however, I thought it only fitiing to allow you a iast, fleeting
glance a2t your own zins.” He notionsd the Princess over towarde the seresn, "I
think 1t will roke a pexrfect target for the demonstraiion of the power of this
Doom Star."

The Princsss whirled arvwnd., “No! You canft! The Diplomat is a psaceful 2zine,
with na articlasl You can’de.." '

"Ivu would prefex anciher taxget, Your Higlmess? A less sedate une, perhaps?
foon nams the gips."

The FPrincess sltared. shocked and uucompreahending. her face ashen. She finally
whispered, “Ancuin. They'xe in Anduin.”

“Thexe; Iord lJdnsey, vou see? She con bes veasonable. Froceed with the operatlon!?®

"Nol" the Princess showded. :

RIGE, {sontinued)

* ® *

On board the Millenlum Saltan, Reilly came back o ths main hold where the rest
of the party was assentled. “You can stop woxrylns about your friends now ~- they'll
never track us theough Special Delivery. Told you I'd lose them.®

Nelson atoupeu explaining something to Cake long enousgh to ned in acknowledgement,
and Cake hlasel: was too engy *osaad in what the ol.i mar was saying e may abtention %o
anything else,

“Hey, 3don't sverybody thank me all at oncs,” Relily groussd.

“No, Coke," Nelson admonlshed, YYou nzed to (wid your penazaber like this, make
your lines smoothor and less choppy. Remember, tie Farce should de omnipresent, and
it will nake iiself known in what you write., It should beth direet your writing and
o directed by your wriiting. Now try again.”

Cake bent over the paper again, and trled to uanlpulate the pensaber in the manuer
Kenobl hed instrucied. Txy a8 he might, though, [:6 couldn®t get the wnruly impliment
to behave correctly and it fell from his hands, wplunh only brought a burst of accusing
lavghter {rom Reilly. "Some hocus-pocus religlon and an archalie weapor are no
replacemont for a good typer at your side,” he sneered.

Cake ook wmlwage at Railly's taunts., "You don’t Lalieve in the Farce?"

“Kid," Noilly responded, "I've seen toc many crary things in this hobuy to
belicve in some mystical 'Farve’ thest has some sort of control over things. I
cuontrol zy own destiny. And if I were you, I wouldn’t Toilow this old man s¢ hiindly.”

[(LIGEL coutinues unexi page))
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Felson Jjust smlled at that and luxned his attention back to Cake. "I suggest
you try it again, Cake," he sald In & reassuring tone of wvolce, "only thls tinme
with this on.” Nelson slipped a lilndfold ovexr the surprised young man's eyss.

"But if I can't ses, how am I going to write?" Cake protested.

"Your eyes can deceive you -~ o don't txrust them,"” Xenobl explalned. "Let
yourself go from your comsclous thoughts, Cake. Remember, a good Press Writer
doesp't think! Open your mind and let At drift without a thought...drift..."

Alnost avtematlcally, Ceke's hand flrmly grasped the ponsaler and tbegan to move across
ihe surface of the parer, completing one llne, and then another. Cake dropped the
vensaber in surprise, and tore the tlindfold from his face to stare at what he had
writian.

"You se2,* Nelson sald wemly, "you can do it,"

»7'd call it luck," Rellly sroxted.

*{n ny exparisnce, my young friend." Nelson respordaed, "there's no such thing as
chanoe in this holiy,"

"You know,* Cake murmured, "I did feel somvathing. I could almost make sense of
what I wes wri"r..*; .

Kenobl beamed proudiy. "Congratulations, Cake, You've  just takem the first
stap into a larger universe.®

A speaker started ”beaping In the hold, and a 1light started flashing near where
Rellly wae sltting. “We're comlng up on T_h_e_ Diplomat,” he explained. "We'll be
s8lowing down shortly to make the approach.™ He got up and made hlas way to the front
of the envelope, followed closely by Nelson and Cake.

Rellly slunped down in his chalr agaln next to Chewellls, his attentlon locksd
on the envelops's readouts. *“Steady...steady...Okey, Chewle, now." Rellly eased up
on a large letlier next to hls chelr, and the envelope recvelved a large Jol*. Large
chunks of papsr and ink appeared out of nothing, hurtling past the ship accompaniad
by remnants of staples and mauin.g lab2ls., The Millenium Sultan began shuddering
viclently.

"What the..." Rellly muttemd, thoroughly surprised.

Ceke strappsd himself back in his seat, alnee they were obviously in for anothexr
rough time of things, "What's going on?" he questionsd.

"We‘re back in Third Class," Rellly informed him, "but we've come out in the
niddle of one of the werst olfasl storms 1've aver seen ~- sund it's not even listed in
the census. According %o the ealrulat.iona, om: position 1a correct. Only ons thing's
rniseing -- The Diplomat." _

"But that’s crazyl® : ‘ ‘

“I've triple-checked the eharts, and thls is e right address, but The Diplomat
sianply 1isn‘t haxe.™ ' '

"What? That can’t bel"

*"I'm tellin® ycu, kid, thexr='s so gine. From the ma.diags I'm getting, it looks
iike The Diplomat has baen aimp.t.yuoblown auay. Te tally."

Cake was stunned. “But...how?"

Kenobi came into the cockplt ani sat down. "Tha Eppire," he fiyrmly declared.

"No," Reilly objected, shaking his head us he flipped switches. "Even all the
back :lsauea couldn’t have done this, It would haveq taken a thousand zlnes massing a
lot more firepowsxr and invectiive thun hes ever exlgted in the hobby."

Suddenly, an alamm went off in jhe cabln, and § small, square form davrted pest
the window and whisged away. "Another latter," Reilly commonted, "but I didn't get a
chance to Jjudge the type." ‘

Kerobl was sure, “That's an Imperial Postcard.”

“After him!" Cake cried. ¢“If he reporis that he saw us, we're in big troutle."

((RICGEL continues next page))
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"Kot 1 I can help it.™ Han swrarg into action. "Chowellls, Jam its postage
and lay in & pursuit covrse. But vwhat's s posteard doinzg so far from tase®"

vIk must have gotben lost, bearn part of a mass-uulilngy or somethlng,® Cake
oilerad. ‘

Rellly vwamponded confidently. "Well, he woui’t s arcund long encugh to tell
anyona sbout ps ~- wo're aliost on top of him. T4 JIocks Zilke he's headed for that
small Dovel up ahead.®

Xenotl's voloe softened, then galned Intensliy. "ihai’s no novel. That’s a
Mpzing ™

"Gap't be. It"s too Dig to be a Dipnlne, Toui't it...?" Han’s voice tralled
off as the mealizztlon sunk in,

Jake broke ths silence. “ive ot a very baed feellins about this,.."

“Yagh, [ think you'ze right, kid. Chewellls, full reverse!"™ Han syrang into
aotion onece sgain, only this time the anvelops shook ae hir tried to twen it In the
oypiradte divectlon.

Yanle begrn 4o sdge into Cake's wolee. "We're 5uil\ noving towards 1t! Do
sonothipgi®

"Shut vp, kid!™ Rellly shouited. "It's too lale -~ we'rs caught in a itractox
bean, They're dragglag us in, We'd botter ehut dowi: leirrve e get too hot.™ He
£1ipped mors awitches, and the shaking began tc subelde. He checked the typer in
its holeter. "Well, anyway, they're not golng t5 get ne without a Iight...”

Kenobi put z goatle hend on Relliy's shouidevr. "Thex: are, you reallze,
alternatives to fightinz...”

PIGAT {continuad}

To bte conmtinual...

VinNIAs  Somey 1t7s taken so long, fellas, but ¥ wantod to enter into this thing with
s aultably larse oplash. Rlch, your check is la the mell; many thanks.

VIEMNA to WOHLG. RUF m3PRECIALLY MOSCOW AND CONSTANIINOFLE: Okay, guys, you want to
toncode the preas wer T e on sheocw guta?

BRUR o VIENNA: “Suitebly large splash", huh? Woulde't it De more accurate to
cali 3 o2 seusaticnal rasterpleca of press; that will e long remambered as a hobby
claselc?

BRUY to RIGELs JUPI... No! I can't do 3t! 1% woudd be sacrilope!

BRUX to WCRLD: Seriously, thls group of suys is phencnensl! Let this isswe of YU
etand forever zs a msnment to Bol Sweeney, Dave Kiulman, Rich Reilly, Steve Knight,
Ty Hare, Greg :llis, and Nelson Heitzman ~- soven of the sreatest Prees Writers asver
assembled in one zame. Keop It up, auys -- I'11 4o troie yet!

BERT AN Ry DR e asent

Joan Just called froa leperCor, as I wam typln; this page. Got to speak with
Just about everyons still there, lnciuding Joan and Ken, Cathy Cunning {(whe has a
really cute glggle), Mike Enli, ny favorite nelce Samantha, aid <= yup — Texyy
Taliman. Sownds as though everyen: had/ls having a great time., LepexrCen joinsg
PudgaCon on my list of svents to - attend, at eoms wasnecifled but eagerly anticipated
lataxr date.

Speaking of Tallman, 1t sesms he is having protloms coning up with derogatory
things to aay adout me in HNorth Sealth, Wemt George. His latesi issus bemoans this
sudden lack of insplratlon, so I sure a few of hls readers can come up with a
Juler quote or twe for nim, hey? Terry came up with what has %o be the quote of the
centwy in & rescant lzsue when he said, "1 would never recommend VD to a rooky
luoking for games eltiher as an orlginal player or as zn opportunity to standby.”

The RIGEL foee bogeu Just over g year ago in VI -= a8 an all-novice game.
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The Ceossdp Coluan

From James Woodaon (2/6/84);

BRUX,

Tt's bsen much too long Sinre I wroie youw, so I°1l xeally have te cateh up.

‘fhe Anniverssyy issue was incradibls, but then you've protably hosrd thatl. I'a
glad you f1llad the  Folks in on the Finchley Cemirai stuff. I enjoyed reading it
in Acoclyie and Denver Glont. iowever, how dare you use ihe word “Haglag" in the titie
of that artlelel?!  dou dor t see me writing stuff entliiled “Ths Deom of Nucleaxr
Warfarse” or such, do you? I expect an apclogy!?

oh, an T 2 “loyal, screaming Doomle” by detinition? Loyal. parhaps. Screaning,
never! I wmight shout oxr cxy, but never do I ecream!

I share Jim Finley's sentimenis atwul yows BeethovsnCon play. I Iegan resding
1%, eaw where 1l was leading, end stupped. T never did finleh 1%, Chreicusly, Larxyy
dtdn't talte much offense, and I°m gimd. But I don*t think 3t was Kosher to write an
satire eine with the sole purpose of attacking someone®s characiex.

On Reil Paron va. Empirs Buiddsr. I've played RB many tinea {and oun 1) and
EB unea {at Thenksgiving ByrneConj. I profer Rall Baron. Certalnly Ef hes noze
fiaxibility 3o the lines thai can be creaied, bul I think tne one wonknsss 1ls that
#ith the "choovse where you want to go” (within 1iniis), instead of “you'rs gelug howe!
g in BB, dsstinatlon ruls, you can avoid sny ares of 4he map you want to for the
entirs gone. (D14 I gst all of those commas ?ight?} Thus you alght never have to
ride apnthar player’s llnes. You can’t do that for long 1in RB.

is co-Teunder of the "Bob Olsen Teady Association”, I nust proiest the wnlfalr
wrentment afforded “The Great One” iu the pages of YD #%0. Sypecifically in Mike
Hagzor's "Deomde of the Yesr" essay and youwr "Eleuents of Persuasion” artlcis.

Tules, Masger uses the ghoase, “...and Olsen, well, snough mald” in refexrring io
Tob's alleged peor diplomsiic skills and writing ability. You. in discussing dscelving
someone, Say. "Olsen, cn the othor hand...well, uever ming.,

Frem reading these passages those Doomles who are unswere of Eub’e vasi diplomatic
rrowess might mistakenly belleve that he is & poor playsr and ezally fovled. Plaass
set the record sirsmlght. iny persone wishing to toedy tc Bob and Jola tha BOTA can
write myself or Kethy Byrne for memborshlp.

The contest ides is a grea® ome. I've aliready ldentified 18 cf them! T must
protost, though, about the Zxee clue you gave me. Honestly! Ed Wrobel war & giveaway
anyway! Anyonc who can'i Adentify his quote 18 reslly "deadwosd”.

Anyone who wania to tyade informaticn can write me: P.0. Box 18645, Corpus
Chriati, IX 78418,

1 think Steve Enlght demsrved to win Doomie of the Year. Too bad I didn’t urite
an essay atoul him. i
I dor®t sgres with you aboui snarchy in the hobby, bui who really manis o Ataguce

it
I f52s1ly cob around to resding the “Shep Rose" leliisr. I wondsx wio waniad io
take the time tc pui thai whole thing together? fThen again, who would be stupld
enough to print up something every menth and mell it out ilo 0-100 people Jusi s
they can lose woney. and & Friday night? (Besides you and ma, that 18.)
Brave! +to RIGEL. Keep up the great press, gyya! How aboul soze mors vleopardy””
Bruce, how abtout writinx me a letior somstime, en” I°d 1lke to know Hikb FO4
think of EM, now thal I'm gotilng the hang of it.:

({3 think it"s one of the more sajoyable zines avound. and by the time thise 1s
printed by lettex to you will probebly be published alrsady.

In my opinion, the "Inep Ross” letter was one of the mont stierizining plecos
of writing ever pubiiahed in the pages of a dipsine. and I hops that ihe suthox willk
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Frog Doug Beyaxledn (2757857,

gy Bruss.

YU #90 arwived a work or more ago. I dontt Evow hiow you continue Lo rul oui so
wuch o each iesw of YU,  Inpresaive.

4 couple of weaks buck you asked 1f I kmew of any zines thal have his the 200G
vags mavk. 1 have nevsr sasn sy ecatistics on the letal number of pages pubtllshed
Anc Ee I didnt anewer lmmedisioly. However, o thiuiking 34 ower T can inink of a
zoupde of glnea that might gusilfy. Ypecifically, T zweas that Walt Buchanar s
Heoslor Archlives and Joha MeUsllin's Brobdivgneg wey nhave veachsd the 2000 page mark.
tut I don’t fmow for sure. Tha noxi time T talk to Bwehanen I will ses Af he knows
for =ure,

Treaxe for tha plug n #90 for ny edjudication pamphlet. Since I sent you o
coppliveniary copy I ax retwrning whe 32,00 (In stacps) that you eent me for a copy.

I rexd your ieply to Steve Longloy's lstler in #90 with interest. 1 sne that you
have Jolned ths ranke of Tallwen and coppaoy In provlsising anarechy as ‘he only trus
pay for the hobby. Brucs Linasy toudiee Lo no organizaiion -~ good Fur you. But ie
it good for the hobvby? I wondar.

Ihis hobby seems to te in s prolonged perlod of adolancencs. Everyune & oul o
prova thatl they ere indlvidumls. There 1s zothing weong with that when il comes o
publichlag a gine and rwning gemes. Bub at ihe Gane tlme the hobly sesms to e
Mimitiag iteelf in terme of sossible goowth. Tha gawg zpd the hobby have a greet
potontiel, but no cne sesma inierseisd or cupshle of suploiting 1t. Most vocal members
Sf thw hobby svem Lo Y intans on cupresslag theirn individuality at every onpontunity
they ael sid thal unicrtunsiely includes shootlng  down everyone eles’s ideas. ‘that
resdlis dn the hobhy afagnaiiugz, HMaybe that douven’i other you deonues you are
ciwiously achisving your hobhy gosls through Y, bul coneday you will leave the hobby
204 & new 3ruce Linssy will cone zleag. The cyele rowety liself. Msybe ycu may
groat, . for acse of us who amesr to ba doomed to pariieinste in this hobby wntil
owr dying daye, o wondsr what oould bs sos3ihle i Lhie hobhy ever gata a chaunce 1o
matwre. I must adeli that mhile T zo hopafd T am not optimistie,

{{Thanka for your input on the Z0CU-pexe question. and For the sonpllesntary
20py of youwr adjudication pamghlei.

< den’t quite undsretend youwr auelogy bolweer wustoby and adoleccenes,  7Jou B,
I feel ihe way I do not mervely for eaiffsh reasons, on L Lur Commesls seem to imply.,
but bocause I truiy bsideve ith:? Iandividuality 1z good for the wiole hobby. Let me
elaborate. You have raad Terzy Tallmav's edlioriagl atoui the very highly organized
Chees hobby. Thers are riles and mrocsducea and, 3t wuld aprear, cormitiees for
averything. And fron time o tisme I seo suggeations for tals sort of standardizaticn
within our hobby. Seversl times 19 the st flve weers, for exuaple, I've read
siexe someons thinks the hobly ought to have a migddardized sei of hnoussrules., Other
people seea lutsnl on organizing ppople Just for the salie of cinanisation. Wnike
these voictes meem 1o te in the minordty novw, I dresd the day that ithey are not, 1
enjoy the variecvy of differsni (Ming and publiahlng siylss that the nobdbly swrenidy
has to offer. and I tovly belisve 3t would be a tyugedy {of soris) 1f the hebby
oregrassas io the stegs posial (Isses has reached, where psople sxn wressured or
forced Lo conform to a hobihy -wido standgrd.

Right wow, suyvons an Jdoin & gawe tayiorad mretiy auch to his Tiking, and anyone
with ihe onexgy awnd resovros® can stari we a zine, and withln certain reasonabie
bowmds ne one is reslly cobcsrned with the way othsr peopis do thiogs, Wnile of
courge this  lesds o oonasionsd off-hoeet Ming praciloss, or even to srobhaned games
hy fly-by-night Ma, oversll T auniil find 1t ~-.‘-;eaﬁ.::ahia..-, The debates tan Tuge 3o “lon{_r,
e® psople are lotarested, and o ong haa to wrry thel he Is golng to have teo sonfore:
to a standacd not to his Yikiog. I perscasdly ecjoy the lack of matx*ictﬂ.vfxa wa havk
iu postal Diplemaey, and © foel bl this eltuatlon i@ bensiicial o e hobdy as wwil.
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persen yon are, Or parhaps he dXdni thisk vow'a repiy pubdicly A b only sent
his lebtisr Lo you. (9) .

et T wonderipg, PR, 1a how end why your Yool ,j.z-._:"‘n{*m;nr::“ i"' eamd aeut® I
ouenrs to me that yo zz mignt bave In fact ean qu“w Trcitaied by 5478 avlglnel “act
o szisentel™. I don’t deubl thew 174 e wpeal au BRGCL G pakings Tun of scacthiag
garlsus which I wroia. Indesd, T'n cexiain that 1 weold . f« s'i';;mfs Fo0 AT als,

».m LT

o sl L dscidsd o rstallale, I such s
i,
y]

gpen fselng $d'e bhulehoidngy of soupr Lotier

e casa, T grn’t Viome ;.rau f'f-r b, alihough 1 :«ri‘l yow nnatels <:«fl fraled
Fudgemert v oact raxdog kb cleamr b all Wat yow'd ¢ "aohotben
Pt t ‘]U’-t'""ii{’. a-.lm;.zu.,-\ adniited a0 much, bLawen

Se e doutt ren and DA Just spologies o cash oibaon o Jwdt that vouw've boin u
zZone pocr Sdgsmant as 0F Late, and ;or@aw the wiols husitess. . including the
doutita-vedered mit avgumensi  Nelthexr of you is aver golug to win thaat onas, Loih
of yoau bwing ceavincsd thai youzy righlt., ro Wiy pother ofth L7

A fayv othax sz Lneubsg
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do net mee way anyone wouvld cbject to this., Therefore, ¥ disagrse wiil your sugzestlon
that he zypol-ogize Lo me.

Yeu kuow, though, you seem to ba making tha whole thing ifale someihlng mops esrisus
than it really 18. I 4id pot get Arritated by Bd's buishery of my letier. I think
it was very funny (as is much of Ed’s atuff), and I laughed when I flret heard about
it (from Gaxy Coughlasu over the ghone). My "retelistion® was merely intended as a
humorous comeback, and I'm sure Ed took no real offenss., As you can wes by the
following lettere..))

From Ed Wrotel (2/21/04)s

Brucg—— :

How come you 2ay it's my own medicine if you also admit you sahouldn’t have
prosentad my letisr as you 4id? Ien’i thie a contradiction® Host of ny open latiex
was devotsd $o syplalning the differences in our approaches. DNidan’i you read it?
You seam is bo coneoding thet the differsnces are important but alse asserting that
they eve wnimportant! 1bie mounds like & Job for Mark Bsrchfi (You can nevar gat
ar spelogist shen you nesd one!)

{{Ovi coxvespondent is » noted sditcr and master of polltesse fivn ihe Commormalin
of Virginia. '

The aprarent oontyadictiocn of which iz speaks requliws little clarificatioen.
His "ewn medicine” rofers o the act of alitering a letter so that 1is measnlng ls ine
opperits of that isotsnded by the author. The differencoes ia pressniailon, whlch were
ixportant, are that An one instanca the editor expunged hils sllipses while in ihe
other, he did not. Thai, and cther iundications In the laiter ineisnss that such
editing had Desn porfoxmeiliave alzsady beon noled znd acknowledged in thess pazsu.

Owr correspondsnt is assured that his letfer was resd in 1ie eniiveiy.))

From Chacdo Bditwon (2/21/8%, and that’'s a Frowdien %yps; his name is Zdison):

Legax

How mnany Jewlsh mothsys-in-law does It take o serew in s lighit bulb? None.
They just 2it in the dark and suflexr!

How many anaxchiate does it take to scrsw in u Light Hudb? All of them!

Why do ducks have flat fset? From siamping out forsst fires!

¥hy do slerhsnts have fiut feot? From stamaping out burning duckhs!?

Why do slephanta fiy upside-gown? To trip the birds. silly!

Why did the first umonkey fall out of the tree? Decause it was dead! Why'd ine
sccond monkey fall out of the tres? DBscause L1t was dead! VWhy <1id the third wouukey
fall cut of the ireei?! DPoer preasure,

{(liow many Jewich mothers-in-law does il take to swallow one of Chardo's Jukes?
Yomw ~- thay a2in’t kKosher. How many Chardos does ii itake to changs & light bulbd?
Honu ~- there ia nothing brilliant about him whateoevsr! ¥hy de I print stulf like
this? Sadlan., Why do Chardos jJokes end up as 1iner for the floox of my canary s
cage? Cugg they’'zwe for the birds!))

From Laxty Peery (1/27/84)¢

Deaxr IRIX:

let's ses., Can I bs brief, clear, and concise? Frobebly uot. Oh well, what's
new? Can I gel = message ihaxough to tha New York Uippy crowd? Probably noi. Well.
what's Dew abont thai?

I waa golog tc walt and reply it shat you sapt me in the ocext Xeng but I doeided
to vespend now.  Plesss mrint 14 as le ox don't.
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A8 I zetad in py last letier your Beethovenlon play didn't bother me. I thought
1t was ind of cute, At lesast 1t showed some oreatlve telent.

I fi‘kﬂg"‘GCli 2 Kane’s kind words lo hls Doomle of the Ioar artlcle. I think I°1l
make hin official fenogugic stats man, I 1ike the ldea of Amell 15th as Peeriday.
W21l make 1% 2 paid holiday and we can enter il under undszarved incowme on our
d.*,rtax Toxrns.

I'w reoxe concexned aboui your vesponse to Langley’s letiex,

Your position s intexesting ard I suppose Lenin or !lao would have liked it (the
anarchist approach). It could be rebutied in muny weyes st many levels. With no
effect, ¥ think. You are putting foxih what is, T think, a gut feeling. I'm not
suce woy you have it but it certaloly isn't unkuown in our werld (real sx Dippy).

But yaising the discussion from an lntellectual debeie to a jihad is havdly needed
ow, lat's see A 1 eall your Five Depariment, your Polleo Department, ete. and tell
then that whern vou c¢all for help they aze to discuss vour paying for your needs
dirsctiy hafors {they provide ithe sexvices you nced,..mwell. mayve you gat the ideam. I
tend to stand by an old, old analegy, T think TR used 11 when islking about the
Land Lease. 11 was called the "flre hoaee speech." Losk 1{ up someline,

I gvess [ 4ake Xind of z passive attitudes when people say bad things abont ne and
my idesas. It's 1ike water off a duek’s back {soruy, Dor Williame), But I
bappaped ¢ yread sone things John Boardmen wrete sbovt ne in Crausiark when I wae
Tlling away oid issues fromw the Don Miller Collection., I read John's drivel,
laughed, thouzbt about what I was dolng end why, and went back to voxk. As thoy suy,
these wio can, do. Thoss who can’t, preach,

and, well. Lf you wamt to quote TBT ((Tallman?)) se a snuree of inepiration, UK,
There ars worse mmibil;.fie 3, 1. SUppose.

Your Tinally (...} ccmment tothered me. IF scmething ilke this ls rubtbing raw
nﬂr.ves tnat hedly then mayls you naed a dose of ny =203t proposal, n FPeerdbathiecad.
Wheon' & thatt  Simple. L ihilak every pubber should take sn ennuald, blaanual. or
whateveu noliday. Many, many others have proposed that Llea. T know afier thres
vears of Jonn T cculd uee ona,  Instead I'm thinklins abeut golng to Dlplon in Dzllas.
The vatars of the fedranales are s good swe. I not the aulld %111 cleax you out,.

i heax.

Hemlni ma 1o never go te a movie wiith jyou.

Tfn moet concerued about Jim Flnlay's leiter. Some pecple probably did see i
the same way Jim did. Some people whs yead it here thought thet. 1 dldn't. But I
have weird %testes in Dippy literature. OWwilously; so do you.

Still, that is not the kind of resctlon I wanted to the Diptax proposai. T
wanted to prencie discussion, even ralse some consclousness lavels (1f possible),
sti> up a bit of cosncerm about the other guy's welfare. Instsad pecple are bullding
valle, cutting Limes of communication, and engaging in other kinds of intertribal
warfare. There are crly a few numdreds of us, hapily srough for Justifying this
kind of zonsense.

I have no solutisn for any of this. I'm upset that Jiu cancelied hils sub to VD.
He's thae kind of reader you nmed and yours 1s the [ind of 2ine he raeds to read (gote
his adrenzlin goiug). Sigh, so auch beiter than sitting around like 2 bump wondering
if A Paxis should go o Plcardy ox Burgundy in 1901. For vou, I suggest two things.
Listen to a musios) called 1776 snd then lisien to one called You're a Guod Man,
Chaxlis Brows. Thabtis strangs but some of my exoiic cures do work. Ask Bgumeletex,

I waved a lag and you tried to throw a loi of tuldl., Sigh, aver seen a bullfight?
Ton can Lell a iot sboul a persen Ly the way he/ ste respeads to that guestlon,

In fact, there's a questlion fox you to ask the readers of YL, HAVE YOU EVER SEEN
4 BULLFISHT? WOULL YOU WANT TO? WHY® WHY HOT? Bet you gt a 1ot of interesting
rempenses; esprelally from people who kiow nothing aboul the sport or ert of bull-
Tighting.

I'm ilsiening %o Don Carlos by Verdl, done by the Met, as I type thls. It's
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difficult to concontrate on this lotter as I Llaten to the opers. Heve you ever
heard of 34? FEver seen 3t? I xecommend 1t %0 you. There is much in Verdi for
any sexious Dippy playesr or hobbyist,

Pingily, 1've road almost as much crap about you in the hobby press over the last
year as you've probably read about me, The difference is, I guess;, that in all
our perxsonal coniacts (or hobby contacts or whatever you oall them) I've had wothing
but a helpfol professlonal rapport with you. I've enjoyed working with you oa the
few projects we've done fogether. I will mot let sn issus, any issue, or auything
anyone else wrlies, or even anythlag you write or publish, chaage that. We may not
sgree on philosophlcal things bul that hasn't stopped us from working together on
projects of mutusl interest. That’s what counts. (iﬁmen.})

S0, hen I see Fimdsy 1°11 Xick him in the bult (remenber, he’s the Marine, I'm
the over-sized TNT pillow) and try and pound some sSense into his head. I eppreclate
his frisndshlp and support but he's got to learn that all the welves with blg testh
and smiles aven't harmful. Merely worrying the lambs among us.

I hope thers will bBo no more ¢ancelled aubs to VD over all this. 411 this? Over

i tempest 1n a teapot. Over this glorious isle called verbiage. Whoops, sorry
Wiliy.

{(#ell, maybe we can maks up for ihe loss of one Doomle by gaining another oxe.
Hill you accept a mutual sub between Xens and wr

fou know, your dignity snd style allow you te eome cut of this fracas (7?)
lookirg 1ike a white Indght. T don't agzee with many {moet?) of your proposals,
vhe diptax included, bui et the same iime I don'f agree with those who seem to rejsct
any of your Mdeas out of hand bacause they come from you. You and I ars fundamanislly
a2t opposlic ends of 2 specirw: rou the hobby organlesr, ms the auarchist. Yet I
respact your ldeas oven 1f I don’t agree with them, espscially ihe wey you respond
to cxdticdam, acd T like you, Anyone who reads the thixyd-to-last paragraph of your
istter and dossn'l respect yov should go back and vead At again. 4and zgain. And
agata, 111 it sinks in. _

Specifically regarding the diptax, I do not egves with your anslogy to the use
of real-life omergency services such sze the Pollce and iire Departments. This 1s a
vostal hobby and we de not heve any lifs-threatoning sltustlons that must be dealt
with on an instantaneous vasis. Plsace see alse ny reply to Steve Lungley in this
issue,

Doug Beyerleln wyote an article for YD a few years sgo, puoposing the idea of a
vacatlon away frem Pestal Diplomecy. iHe suvggested August as a good time for thie.
In my opinion, this should be a perscnal decisicn on the part of each publisher (I
didn’t say oach hobhy member, ae ultimately. the GMs and publishers would determine
whether this could be effecied). Of course, allowing each publisher to decide if
and whon to take time off from hia hobby would mezn that the whole hobby would not
shut down all at once, but that’s & lesser evil than foreing a “vacation" on PeOplLe
who don't want it. As for nyself, I go at a pretty relaxed paze anyway {I often
don't do any typlng for a whole wask after publishlng) and dor’t really feel the
reed to tuke off any more {ine from ths hobby thau I 2lready do., But I wouldn't
object Af others felt differently.

I know Just emough aboui dullfizhting to mealizs that it isn’t elther an art cr
a sport. Selfish cruelty is somewhat closer o the mark.)) '

({And xoow for s quisk plug fov one of Larry’s mrejects that I do support:
the Don Miller Memorlel Awaxd, for nwtstanding ssrvice tc the I¥plomacy hobby. Send
your nonination to Larry Peery, Box 8416, San Diego. C& 92102 by April 1, and include
a few sentencea on why you are nominating the porson. FKod Walker was last year's
very deserving winner. The clection will be held in mid-April anéd May. Any person
in the hobdy (other than those on the Nominations Compmittse) may nominaie ary other
porson, Sexrvices to the hobby in 1983 should be considered in making your nonination.))
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BHRUX
ilaasa thunk Don Del Grands for maklng slear ths clrcusstances of Chaosium -

ivalon HAXL as far as Runeguest goes. I was more addressing Dragon Pasg and KLRIC.
but editerial righte for Kunequest remein ig the hands of fhaosium, and my ecarioon
was a it of a cheap shot (8Borry abtout that).

T make up for it I wouwld have to adult that the dagizners of Chacslve arve
probally the best in the hodby currently, apd the arvangersnt wlth Avalon H.’L"i]. is a
good 1daa, I had saveral letters from Doomies about my comments concorning The
Strugplo of Natiorg, Al) have szid the seme thing. Ii's the most wnderrated gome on
The matkat. Heracors gorers Looking for a treat comdd iavest thelr money in woree.
svidon H311's sdition of Dragon rass has a senl-rigld mapioawd. Thls la an
fmprovenent sver the Chaoslwn’s paper maphoard. {(It's the rest fantasy wargame
arowmd.; If you ook in the latest odition of The Genmeral, Freadom in the Calaxy
12 he Feaiured game. I'm £lad 1t's getting the atientlion 1t desaxves. In the coluan
"What Have You Been Flaying Lately" Titsn tops the 1dst of most played gomes. It
looks iike the Titermania ol iuls summer hae yet to die.

{(WAth 211 this hoogi. cver Shzuggle of Hatlons, I may Jusi hov: %o break down
and givs it a txyt))

From Dan Young (sxcerphe):

AR,

Hy complimenis cn Voliee of Doom issues #30 end 91. Although meny Dippy plavers
rnight find nost of the materlal irrelevant, I find it quile enteriaining -- the humor
itema alove are worth the price.

acolMid you krow that your letlor colwan is & great advorilssment for selling
back lssuss (for me, at leawt}? After reading your leitay column, I figured I had
o Bieal. er, borrow the meney to purchase some. {(My mothsr wordd like to havem;;gu
arrasted for contributiang te the delingusney of a miner, what with all the money I'm
"throwing away” on DMrlomacy, but since I tumed 1€ last Decenter, I'd say you're
pretiy mafe. )

Well., gotla go now. But I anxiously awalt ths Volce of Doom issves -~ God only
knows what I9d de in Calouvlus without them. '

PS. Ara there any other requirecments/fses to be 3 standly playsr hesldes having
a sud? If vot, I would 1ike to be added %o the standby list.

{(You’rs on it, than! Aund i'm glad to halp out witk eonizlibuting to the
delinquancy of » mircr sny time by twening ‘om into Doomlnw!

Calculus should @ vexy handy for yeu mow. Yoo can lezmn how io integrate all
the nagotiations from your fellow rlayers se that you carn difforentiate botween
the Lles and the %Zruths...)})

From Rouald Brown (2/5/8%, excerpt):

Dear Bruce,

Not much to respond tc these days, as I rarely have tlme to read zines thorcughly.
You might 1ike to know though thut L told Kalhy Byrne thai you know the Rulehook
better than anyone else in the hobby. Whenever you make a "controversisl” ruling. I
check out the Rulebook, et vcild, BRUX is right again! fThat whole argument over
"doubtle orders" is absurd, as the Rulelwok defines “hold” and “suppert* as dlfferent
crders and then says that smbigwus orders arve not sllowed. So, what's the prohlem?
I just can’t follow the convoluted arguments that clzim two separate and contradictoxry
urders are not ambiguous., Guess what’s obvious to you and ne is not so ehviouns to
evervons,
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({¥hoa thewe! I don’'t cluim o Inow the Rulebook tetter than anyone else in the
hobby, aind zome of my "econtroveraial® rullngs ave dictated by houserules rather than
the Rulehook. Henetheless, your oomments specifleally astout double ordsxrs are on
target. Some of the loudest ¢ritieism of my declslon has come from people who, it
nust be suspected, awe going to disagree with any OMing decislon in a YU game {else
shy not exitlceise 211 the other OM& who view *holding” snd “supporiing™ as two
distinet ordere?), Kind of like the people who iear down a Peeriproject Jjust because
Paery proposed it...but you kuow I'don’t mind all the disucssion 1t generated!))

From HMark Berch {2/28/84):

Deaxr BRUX, - ;

On the issue of swmoning =n omwbudsman, I agree 100% with Kathy and dissgree with
you. '

An ombudaman system can and should provide twe functions. The first is the
opportunity to reverse an error made by the GM. Tour polley does not compromise that
functlon, sincs you probably have a good sense of when you might be overruled.

Howaver, the ombudasman system can provide a sscond function. It can glve the
pleyers & sanse of protectien, a feeling that their rights are not entirely at the
whim of the GM, a feellng of confldencs that they do have access to an appeal routa.
For them to have thie confldorce fully. they must have the assurance of appeal Af they
s¢ dzeire. what we are talking about hexe primsrily 1s peace of mind, the security
of knowing that protection is avallatle 1f neaded. This benefit accrues even If rnever
used. Pmesumably, one sleeps at night a trifle sasisr, knowing that the fire
department is functicnal, aeven 1f one never uses its services,

{es, of scowrse this risks delay, since s dolay will normally cccur. It is
impossille to quantify either the dbove bonefit, or the hamm caused by the delay. My
own feeling, however. is that the majority of your playexs would see¢ the balance the
sane way Kathy and I do -- vim., ddlay is a modest price 4o pay for the benefit. If
colher pPlayexs balleve the request o be frivolous, they have waye of setiling the
geore. Yhe fear of such revenge would easlly dlassuade most frivolous requests.

({Sorxy, I still disagwvee anbirely. First of all, let me reiterats {again) the
fact that 1t 1s only in very rare situations that 1 would pvefuse to call for an
opbudsman, so generally speaking, players have the “protection” you spoak of for
any legitimate requests, Secondly, I°ve already stated, and now do & again, that I
do not view the role of the ombudsman as a third party who makes the players mors
csomfortable by his (potentisal or astusl) presence. To my way of thinking, if someone
does not trust my Jjudgement as a GM, he should noti;be playing here in the first place.
“he Tunctlon of the ombudsman in = VD game is to rwnder e cenclusive ruling in thase
situations in which nelither the player nor the GM 1is cleaxly in the wrong. There ate
of course many =such "grey arsas" in the adjudicatign of Diplomacy games. Remembsr
that I do not recommend that newsr iMs, or sven some more experienced ones, follow
my lead in this regaxd. I think that 211 new GMs, and many others, would do well %o
guarantee an onbudsman on request. But there are y few GMs out there (Coughlian, e.g.)
undexr whom I would be perfecily at ease as a playep; even without that assurance. And
I em confident that many (or most) of my playeys fasl the same way about mg --
eles why would they be playing here with that houseruls in effect?

Finally, you have totally ignored one of my argumenis agalnst the use of an
ombudsman in situatlons whers the Hiayer has clearly eyreds that ia the umlikely
cilrcumstancs of an incexwect ruling {which is a possibility, albeit a faint one), not
only would the game in questlon be haimed, since I would be obligated to implement
an incorrect rullng, but a bad precedent would be set for similaxr future protests., See
ay reply Yo Kathy in #90 for more about this matter.))
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From Samantha‘s Mommy (2/10/B4 through 2/17/84);

Dgar BRUX,

I'11 start a letter to you and there's no ielllng how long it will tale o finish
145, It's not really true what I told you on the phone about net having nuch time to
write letters, I€'s just that I ialk to you often snough that almost any nows in »
latior will be ontdated by the tine you recelve At. I now have three VD lssuse to
veply to and that tekos a lot of time and concentration aud inspiration, which don't
aiwayn ooour atl once. But welll glve this a try.

Sanantha enjoyedl the birthday carxd you sent and wanis you to have thls balloon
lefl over from her party. She's having xe send thew wu: o peopls who’ve been nice
to her.,

The "Venlshlng Leprechamm® is bound to s a kit at lLepxalon., Thanka! It #ill
definiiely e nounted on cardboaxrd before then. That’s a good idea. Loved the wrapping
Job on the peclags. What a unlque way 1o use old ssines!

Icoks 1ike Xen ls nlanning tc answer the Dippy Spaces Quiz. If he doee, it will
b & first, and probably a last., He takes hils name, Deadwood, very ssxriouvsly.

Bruce, you reziiy musi sst a betier exanpls for Smanaiha. She doesan’t understand
ahy. slnes you sat cnt food, I won’'t let hax est dog food. She can play with it
hand iv to the dsge, spread 1t out all over the deck, even alt in it, bul as soon
a8 1% gras In her mouth, the game is over. At $9.21 for 59 pounds. dogfeod 18 a
cheap playstuff for a kid, but 1t's definitely not for eailng.

OK. stariling with the most recent ¥ and working btuckwards.

DAd you realize that the Log of ihs Fwoject Titanie is eyclic?

Ken and I woare both horrifled that Voice of Doom has chosen to endorse Honaid
Heagaen for President. We thought of carwelllng our sud, but declded noi to be -
anall we say -~ pighasded about the issue. I assuse this means you will glve sll
Doomnies equal space for the endorsencni of other faverlte ca,ndidates. I hexrsby Joln
John Michalski (in what is protably a onco-in-a-lifeiime sgreeuent; in promoting
JESSE JACKSCN for PRESIDENT. Ken plens to suppornt whatever Demcerat rune agalust
Reagan. He wishes for the goou old days when he could actually cast a vote for =
good czndidate rather than against a bad one.

And you even bad the gall Lo invite Ronnle to Lake Ceczge® Well, just tell hlm
to bring tls own steaks.

The Fi and the Dipimaster was vonderful!

Tosue _

So Samantha nominated me for Doomle of the Yeaxr. I waz proud to be in such an
sxclusive fisld of cardidates. And 1t’s nlce to see ihet the best marn won. Flease
stop teaching ny kid blg woxds 1ike "darcimonoriously.* &he cen’t even say *pepa"
yet (1t comes out as "dada"). And no luck yet with geiting her to may'BRUX."

Who dves Stove Knight thilnk he is; anyway, signing iis letier "Love and Yunny
foo foo"? That's my line! If he likes 1t thst much, he can Just come out here and
sing 1t o Samanths for a few hours. 'I'hat“‘d teach him!

Love the 2000 Pages of Julcy Guotes Contest, Four identifisd, 96 to go. (=

And last but not ieast, 3

In rasponse to Greg Ellls® lsiier. I have a right to declde not to defend mvselr
againet a killer, but Samantha isn't old enough tq make such a decislon for hersel”,
80 I would definitely Gefend her, I was amazed when she was born how strong the
mother/child bond is, and how qulckly it deveiops. It’s probably even stironger ihu.:
the bond between a husband and wife. I kmew right away that 1 would do anything ‘o
protect her, snd I’m sure most mothers feel the same way. Greg, you ralsed a good
point, and I'm glad you brcught it up.

I°11 get this in the mail before asnother VD shows up with more iscues to comment
Do

{(Thanks for another darcimonoriouslgv entertaining letiter. And I'1l buy the
steake at Lake George for Uncle Ronnle.))

i
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From Jeff Noto (2/20/84)s

Dear BRUX,

Yes, ancther letter. The main purpose of thlas thing is to send you the enclosed
picture of Jemnifer reading her favorite dipzine. That’s me la the plcture as well...

Te Mark Pawls re your comments on Flattop (VD #9%, p. 17). Danlel Webster wsa
knowm to show up at many speaking engagements drunk {although these events occurred
during the twllight of his carser). Perhaps Winston Churchill would’ve teen bettex.

Faust or famine dept.s In additlion to worklng 40 hours a week as a motel desk
clerk, I'n glse smployed as a stock clerk at a local supevmarket, I woxrk 25-30
hours & woek there. TYas, that e a lot of lhours, dul the bills musi ba peld.

Cowid you please esnd ms Jeff Punches® address? ((Done.)) Haybe he can stop by
and see me next tiue he's 1n the area., Speaking of which, you are welcome to vislt
ilez, Jenny and me at sny time.

P8, Do you still answer your phone calls wlth “The Volce of Doom!™ now?

{(Nah. Poople thought it was weird, and T 1lke psople o realise that I'm
absclutely normal.

¥With all those hours you woxk, 1t's surprising you have time to write any letters.

Loved the pholo of Jexny helding up her copy of ¥Voles of Doom! Iit’s been added
to my collection.))

From Ronald Brown {excerpt):

Deaxr Biruce,

svsHe greatly enjoyed the “Pullset Suprlse™ In VD 9i. Reminded me of the blocpers
I saw ab a teacher. The only one that comes to mind oceurred on a grade 11 final
literature exam it which the ctudenis were nakad to discuss the symbolic structuwe of
Orwell's 1984, OUne lad wrotes "I liked this book a lot. I nsver imew there was
cymbals in tocks before.® 1 protably scribbled something fa the mangin like, “What,
no drums?" He prebally weat zn through 1ife thinklng I was welrd. A lot of kids
nevar undersiood my sonse of humour.

({a lot of kids never imderstood nins, either. You should have scen some of the
looks I got when T onca told a class that their hozework for Chrlsimas vacatlon was
10 hand in the anamsrs {o all of the gueetions on pegee 331-338. (The textbook had
arouwnd 280 pages.) Oh mell.)})

From Jake Halvexstadt (3/7/84):

My dear Mr. President: )

«»od must adnit I wes rather disappointed to ese The Volce of Doom endorse this
Reagan fellow for the presidency. Can we sxpect b to switch to a pellcy of running
only "gubeat Diplomacy" games in the future -- if.you're serious about getting Nueagan
to sub, you'd better consider 1t -- that sort of game iz obvlously better suited to
the Reaganlatas., ; :

You say you "look at the Soviet military machiue growing omluously on the horizon,
and tremble in (your) boots.” Has 4t occurrsd to you that people in the Soviet Unlon,
the rest of Burope ~-- indeed, the maat of the world -- might look at the hooming
American military machlne and the cgwboy at lts thyottls, and do a bit of quaking in
thelr clogs? ’

We've seen what Reagan thlnks he can get away with -« isbanon, Grenada, Central
America to name a few -~ when he is faclag reelection. The thought of a second
Reagan texm, with no accountability save lupsachment to the voiers, scares the
ve jeebers sut of me.
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The Yoice of Doom %5 a Jjowrmal of DAplomacy -~ show me the diplomatlic achlevements
of the Reagan adrninlstretion. I am ied to remember the woxéds of John . Kemnedy, when
he observed thal the eagle on the 3eal of the United Siates carried the ollve branch
of peace in cne talon, and a bundle of xrows 1n the othzr. Kennsedy pledged io pay
equal attention {o each, and I'd fasl a lot better if our current president would
veview those woxrds,

Nor am I pieased with Reagan's handling of domestic affairs. Y zm serlous in my
contention that "Reagaromics® wiil prove to e the foundatlon of a class struggle -~
a divisive, pousibly bloody clvil war betwsen the haves and have-nots -~ that could
take plece within the decade. That Americsr military machine continuss te thrive,
aloug with a forelgn aid pollicy that seeme tw be based on military rather thaen sccial
concerné. Thls irrvesponsihle misallocatlon of fiseal rescuress comes at the expence
i Amerlcan education, indusirial revitalization, and tre nuch-needed repalr of ow
Infrastructurs ., :

Bruce, T xeally think it'as time o abandon, not stay the course. We're suppossd
to ® a nailon by, for and of gll the poorie, DBul 31 secens, more 8o than evexr, thut
the rioh gat richer and the rest of ve take it up the gnz. 1 see ino many psople - -
Foung, intelligent; lnnovative pmeple -~ foreed to mals do, while the entrenched
powers consolidate thely gains. IT tuls i3 trus Ia a dynemic stete like Coloxsdo,
unomies In such places as the Northeast and Greatl Lakee siatss wmust be eves moves
avare of the problem.

As you already kmow, I am an active and loyxsl lemogzat. I am looking forwnrd to
May 7, when T can go to ny precluet cavcus and begin ny twitle against e second
Reagan term. That T support Cary Hari 1a no swrprise ic yru, and I hope to reprezent
ny nolghbozhood and my state at the perty's pational conventicn, where I hope we can
nominate the Senator.

I ithink that, es In 1560, the Damocrats can help the mation to turn its bask on
the old ways, and step into the futura.

In the spirit of the old =saw that frlends sheuld never take up Jdlscussions of
religion ox pelitics, I'1l refralin from the formexr. Theugh I mvst admit, I have
plenty to say about this move toward prayer in schotlsd...

Maybe you'll bring veliglon up im a future VU, T hopa o hell we've on the same
slde in ihzt one.

FS. Coms on, adait it -~ your Reagen endoxsement aln 't golng to hurt Vo's
controverslal lmage a bltld

(I?S}:Ez Got a load of neat stuff ~-~ none of it politleal at all -~ [rom Radio
Teliing today. Includad were a very nice color calendar. s pennani, stlckers and
posteards. Also a friendly nole wishing for better US - Chine relations, VWilsh
you 2owld see all the nest =tuff I get from my shoriwave lictening. Det you thiny 'm
a Commie for 211 my vontacis with fhat zort of coyntry.

({To the ccntrary, your shortwyve hobby sounds vory intrigulng.

I suppori Reagar bacause I agrie 100% with the credo that the best offense is a
good defense. @ belleve Honnle when he <ells us that peace through strengih s the
only wey tc melatain peace. But I pore or less curtalled “he pnlitles in VD a while
back, my sndorscment notwithstandlig, and don't want to gei tnat into 1it.

Raligion, also, is g tople that won't get & lot of spoew here, Sufflice it 1o
say that if any single issue might turn me against Reagsa, 1i°s hils focllsh and
unconatitutlonal support for the relntroduction of legallsaed prsyer into owr puliic
school systens.,

As an afterthouvght, the term "Democrat from Colorado" sounde internally inconsistent
to me -~ but out of 211 my readers, I think that only John Kelley wllli understand.
Anyway, have fun at the Democratic conventlon -- I hope your guy beats out Mondzle,
anyhow -~ and may ths best man win in Novembex!))



(Not) The Ombudsman’s Declsion 5 3

by Merk Barch

At flrst glance the SIRIUS Matisxr would appear to te Just an oxrdinary GH-player
dispute, going to the ombudsman for his rubber stamp, tc sanction the shafting of
ancther player in another ¥Dh e;ame And yet, appesarances are sp deceiving, especlally
1a Yo In reelity, this 18 an atltenpt to swindle Mark Berch, “perpetrated by Bruce,
protably in cchoots with that windbag, 3Steve Knighi.

But first, sone background. Thls game had iis orﬁgins in "Frchlay Zentrai%. Thie
vas 2 Zane firat dezeribed by Richard Wailkerdine ic Zthil the Frog, second cycle, #12.
Me Tirst person o say "Finchley Cantyal® sins. BRIX declded that thls game wes so

simple-nindad that even VI readers would probahly be able {o mastexr it. However, it
nezded to be adaptad s8lightly bscaude he didn’t think his readers would be able to
rencmber such an obscure word zs "Finchloy". BERIX selected the name "Diplomacy Central™
out, of the pathotic and trasspareni deslze to have ¥J thougnt of as the center of the
hobby. The victory critericn was melacted 4o be the first player to succesefwlly

osxder 2 ualt to Albania. EBRW concductad a statlstleal analysis of zl! YD games and
deteminsd that F Turi-Alb wus the sgeooud most compon 3 01 move, and tharefove his
readers have prohably Tigured that ene out. (The most common is 4 Con-Bul, bubt BHIX
has boen tedmouthing tha fox so loug that he’s certainly nst going o base his game

o 1t.) 4nd so ths game was born.

Sone of you ave probably wondering: why all ths tackground? I1s it really necsssary
to btelalor the obvi.ous, viz,, BRW's low opinion of his readers? And vhatl 1s its
connsction with the actval dispute? VWell, none, actually. But BRUX pays by the ieagih,
ragentor, so shameless padding is the snxdey of the day.

Kow, in the actual dispute, Steve Kuight, the Austiisn player, FMRed im S'01.
“Nomtral™ onders wera used as prr the Houserules, which included F Tri-ald, BRI,
the only G ever %o have s cresh on his ouwn Housertvles, dolared his Heuwseruvles to bz
the winnexr. 7This was scconpanied by TRU's standaxd sot of smug remarks on how
narvelous his Houservles are. Hls Houserules not only take eare of all concsivable
gane clrcumstances {ané many inconcelvnble ones as weil) bub alsc can win a postal gane
and glven enough t:lma will probably publish z zine, get into a feud with Eric Kane,
and -~ who knowse ~- maybe azuffer bwmoui as welll

Anyhow, Steve Xnlsht protested@ and BRIX aeked forxr zll Ilnteresited partles to aend
thelyr remarks tc the onbudsman, viz., me. For those interested, I zn a meanbsr of {the
internationsl Ombudsman’s Pedergilon, Loeal 752. Yup, this 1s a wnion cadudeman,
down with seabs, ete.

I nave accomsulated a dimiurbing st of frankly siniater facts associnted wiih
this gams. Consider please the followlng:

1. Peter Ansoff offered to etand by. His letier was wxliten well bafore the
gane ended, yot wasn't printed {111) well afier the gare ended.

2, Ths Houserulea have supposadly santched a victory asway from Steve Knight. BEul
gusss who complled these houserules? Ouocas sho oxganized them, 1do ellnlnated some
enbarrassing self-conirpdictions and who protably added a few ringeys {this last pelint
has not yet been verified, since na ore othex than BH1UX and Steve has actvally vead
through them completely)? Yup -~ Steve Xnight! Colucidence? Really? If Russia and
Turkey btoth open to the Black Sez in 8 01, 4o you eail thal a colnnidence?

3. Kathy Byrne had besn feudlng with Bruce Linsey. Suddenly, in a move that
rocked the ECC, all was patched up! ¥iihiln days, Xathy Byrne was entered 28 a player
in this game. Ancther colncidence? Try to reconslls that wiith the fact that Me. Byrue
has stated in 36% of the hobby's zines (latest comt as of 2/27/84) that she would
NEVER play under BRUX®s houserules.

4, This game 18 a varignt. Yet no Miller MNumbar was ever given. Why?

5. During the period for interested ;oamhies to write, the Houserules uever wrote
me. Bruce had comments in » bub those were in behalf of nis declslon (wallg in
behalf of the yectltnde of hie decision, if you waut to be techalcal). I find 1t
strange that the purported winner didn't even present his (her?) (3its?) case in writing.
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G, sow Clsen. anciher of the plarers in the gaus, wriites, "My forged oxders fox
SINIUS got aoers one day late (I701 just BET they 4laf).v What is that all aboul?
Gounds vexe elnd

ceher o W,

7. "Blave Ralsht has inaxp.?.ﬁ,cs.t‘iy dseilned to olaim the win. This 1s very sizange!
Stave makes Yhe poind that sines he only MMRed once, hs could sot have bsen vemoved,
and therefore the Ususertles could tot have becoma a playexr of zecord for the gams
™int telaz e case, Sheve "muld 2110 e v the gene, ﬂnd therefore would be ths
Hinrer,. aines Wis Tlest is £ 1tatly 1o Albania. Yel he gisclalms the win, Why?

3, Flpall:, we muast mandex L 'th Houserdless?t hands Lpa@;as‘?i are veally clean
f"mwra,u\;fmc'ir) ir this matter. Th ey & : veguived (V.20) o e "neutwxal”, Can moves
wnloh win e game meally ba cnn?uae"‘ac. nealzal?

Aad what of fhe tole of the ombudsman? I see thai holh Cary Coughlan and Dicx
Martin agrea they m useless. whon Cary apd Dick agyee on somsthing, one must be
very wary, Cary. {Soy *very wary Gary® ten times gulelly. ‘our llps will melt, )

Loouw dn an ac;n.*.ﬂ:a.nnal quandsary. tﬁ‘}e s ALEVHATLE (about not belng removed tecause
e alesad only one move) ave Lrrefutatle. On the other hand, I an obligated by my
Lomns GF enploymant to alweys back Pruce.

Fow, Poasdtly you ave wondecing, "What about the parl where Berch geis swiné 3Ny
T'n oo :fzxim o thet. Tt e wall Tanown that Eruce paye fov VD naterlal by lapngih. 'wo
vages g2t pore five lssuves than ﬂu@. Pespy can get 4w fiee issues Just clesring his
throst. Hul thare is an ,,wﬂpui on! Tasve e a fiat cne lesus payment fox -~ you
gupesed 4L -~ an orbulman®s decislion. DBRIK plans 12 zet an entertalning articls out
of me -- aud he ouly has to pey ne one iseue!l Well, s ha2il wlth that!

‘l‘wa:w Torush n,,izcs a decizlon shilch 1s aoi an owbudozan’s daclelon, 1 have to
t;hma that Bruse Sa right and thet Steve is ,_ig'hte for reasons stabad above, In short,
1 muet preduen *he most extrens walfle of my eutive ceror ol

Yas, “ho Housesules won. Howover, the neutral orders, which axe in the Houmerules,
sre amely an agant of Steve Xeigh%. They 2t cn his bel Af -~ they exe there to move
hm s = thay are 8311 his. Yeuw've hasrd ef the legel ax_m'esssion *in loco

rontin®?  Well, the neutral ordexs were aciing “in luco playexus”, Thevefora, Steve
Gimp won. Plesse wote that there %8 thus No conEroveySy «- Just ef BRUK desired. Yes,
I adnm o plogse.

{{Thexks, and five froo lasues, %o Mark for rendering this decislon. Just a
eouple of quick corrections to the abover Glover Rogercon invenied the game and
texn "Diplomacy Sonitrsl®, not me, and the gams L4 have a Miller Humber. I suggesi
that inderasted readexs go baek and jook at the nuwber cilcsely, though, (w)

Thanks to my seven S players i3 this geme, d“" well as Mark. And chuckies
%0 anyone who thought thers was really anythiag SIRIUS about this game all along. )
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SUEROFRAN DOOMIRS PLUASE HOT®s  Sevaral of you waxe srvuad for Alex®s folumn while
3t was yumodog In theas peges, Thie smaer. Alex Loryd will be twavellng ln Surope
witn her achool Spanish club, and at vardous times will mobably be in France,
Beleglm, and W :.Z.tmd She has expressed ar intersst o nosting soms of you, most
eepecial 1‘1 Tvo Dovemon of Tha Wethorlands, sines he has wsitien io her efore. Haybe
ong oFf you would 'ima to help her eslcebesits hew I7th bivu.day while she 1a there?
Alex®a addvess is Box {YR, lannacipolx, New Terk 12047, J.70,A. if any of you care to
d;mp har & IAne. ‘

Meanw:ile, wo herc at YD Headquexlors will ftry o pnryade Alex to glve us all an
accowny of hey Buropwrn adventure snbssouent to Her retwwn. We’ll see. And, spoeking
of cur sx-Toonie »f the Fouy, she cawe dub with gulte 1w putdown a faw days ago while
subting my hals.

Me: Lo a gr-r,{'z jobs A2, I wsnt 1o lock atiractive 4o w1l the girls in Dalion.

Alex:  Sorry, Bruee. 1'wm oply ziving you a bajreut. I don®i do plastle surgery.
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IopxTived Lome just aboul five ninutes age, angry. fron the homn of tve people
my frilends. T am angry btucause wo argueda He siveed because of dliferent

sophles regerding garing. Mis edliorial s uing x,u.‘w’“tﬁﬂ. op vhe wp‘m‘i wer
T T oin an awfully foul mood, so it s d::uhtf’ql‘. st It shall aver mee print,
F{ Rt does pake 3% inio VD, 1t wili only be beceouse i've m‘rfaad 11 a few days fuonm
now. having ziven my*s@]f goma time to calm down. IF i doesn't male it...well, then
you all @#ill never know aboeul 11 anywey.

The gome was Monopoly. auvd I ouvght to polut out inat we weren't playing atrac*tl}
by the ruies to Degin wilth.  (Ye had way too many houses, money in Fres r'mn’ir\g, and
@ bout of siher oulingesus houserules which zight well neke & Ho felay A 1y purist weep

n dimgust. )} 1t was a three-player game. My friends, whom I°11i cull Brad and Jane,
BIR AN vf'icd coupia

Brad ! w Angred 1‘0;«1 Iwchk the Filrzt few Limes eround the twerd. Two or three
Gimes, he it ¥rpe Parking, collecting in exceus of $500 each itime. Jane apd 1
epch boughs goite a2 DAY of wopeety, though we bed Lo sorigage sosa of 1t eventually
o Meswn owying., Bub Brad hoed the most of that commodldity. as well as cash.

But ¥rad wes st o rerey in one regpret.  Jeane and L were Ioytongle enouvgh to
kit all of ithe enlor gooups ol lsael cnoe Detwesn a8, (hereby lockisg Brad out of
all the monopiias, undoss we -:»;g"eed Lo Uargain nith . Meanwhile, Jane and 1
affected = trade nich gave fer the yollows and elnest ne cash. and me the light
Slues =ith x bLL ..o;‘f. cath, red trisd hard to deal =iur Jane for s noropoly. but
damg weuddn b esr of L€ Decauves willy all his cagh, his uoquisition of a momopoly
woeuld moean siitleats ankrupey for Wuh o of use I mal saovess ihe tahle sgzing her on
in heo r?\uu'»ls, ra::mblﬁr;g {corrvectly) that any desl w1 Jwad wolld prove evaniually
1o e ot hotn af sur detrineants, and Jars neaded L1t ancoursgenent as AL was.
£1L offecs vepe .{llfﬁm iz senl og for seversl turns.

Then Ccame what Tor me was a blg suveopelise. paytiowlerly as I ir":m; Trad well.

Be grabbed op 1is rovey, reached fur he ank fo putl M gway, ard dedlarved, “ALL
vignt, T conceds the game.™ Neadless Lo say, that sided what for me had been a very
enterteining evaning. and the result i1a that here I wn sliblir i & and typliag this,
knowing tnat in nl) wrebadility it will turn out woevliagble Tor publication

Brac explalned somewhatl bliterly timl be Jjust played for fun, thai he wanied to
te Ivas Lo make hils desls wnimpeded, that he dddn®t ihink my “diplomatic npateuwering”
{wbich be provounced with no small degree of sarcasm) nade tha game any beiter., I
replicd that a1l I was dolng was the sane thing I aiwarys did when T play any games
trying o wln. T iold hing thet T dldn'i think sy acticns were inconsistent with
having fun, Nelurally, with the tempexs of the momen: heiny what they were, nons
of ths parifes fuvolved wexrs very articuizte, and npbody uas persuaded of anything
excaps his oun already Firmiy-ingralned nolint of view.

Yet, on reficctinn. I can't see It agy other way. fen wouw si% down to vlay a
gan®, you hare Lo eXxpocl thet ihe other plavers ares going to toy te win., In Diplomacy,
sonelimes thiz weans *het o ocne will msgotiata with vow. In Momepoly, 1t sometimes
HESNs i.ha., you will e %n a posiilon vhers no one is willing i{o trade with you, eithexr
permanently, o (dﬁ Was the ceee in thie Rume) tempornml; fou have Lo aocept thatb
other piayers wlll sopstlnes try to keep you from winning. and i€ such actlon
docreasss your enjoyment of the game, well, that's the Uresks,

I txy te win {ueually) wvoensver I 51t down to play & pgame. That doesn’t mean
that {'m neeccksarily eaing Lo isake cul & gun and shout the olher plavers Jjust because
the rulies don't prohibds 14, But 14 cerdtalnly means that I'm golug to Ly o dend
with the other plavera to uy advantage. 1o me, the game lwi o fun I each player
doesn’t give hlw #ll. No, led me rephraee that. It'a ncl fuu if eome of the playors
iry 1o prohinii others (mm glving thelr all., Whis withins ‘he conlext of a friendly




56

Fyening 0T & Yun genms, of orurse. bul { Jon L see the shsellng and dealine of

Mowoepsly a8 dstreoting ab ol f citie Conand 3 4 sroup of nlayeen feelw diiTersuly
Lnea perheaps agrecaents prohibiidlog s soldons shovdld be pads prioy Lo the steri of
the game.

In short, 1 8111 think I've gob o vight (o be plesed about what happesad. Or,
nerhaps more socurately, [ don'i iulvok lhsl Brad had & right Lo be plesed overn what
heppened. The game is for fua. “z' aid Lo mosl plsyers. myself included, Lrying
Lo win iz part of the fun. [’m s'liing here xlgut oW dith a2 tock in Troont of re,
entitled "I00C Ways to ¥in Monipwlv g, 4 wnols chepier of the btook 18 deveted

> the balance of power In Worowoly - e ztzategy of remalnleg viable in e gane
Ly “ganging wp" on the froat-rusmer  Why abouid hla partleviar slralegy e singled
outoar "ne fun®”  Tondght I mas mede ro feed 1ike ¢ heel foxr wslug v 2nd I'm
sL11l nlesed, darn Lt, Just in cass T 30 prlat .nis arLiclvg are thexu any rsactions
wnm way or e other? Or am f »Hk*ng ar aleesdy Liased mampls of peonie by publishing

3 qurstion for en avdience consiccing fargely of cubibireat Dipl macy g%avezb*

({(BRUK here, The eventz descriled above ars aow & couple of weeks oild. and T
ala®t plssed no mors. Bui I still agree with myself.))
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1 am still looking fox ope ox two havdy souvle who mizhi be interestad lu coming
to Kablalon at Lake Geoxze in  upsinte Mow York for the thirxd weelk in July. Not
veally a gaming conventlon, as the name might lpply, thls is simply 2 beautifd way
to spend a week of summer vacatlon. Ourrantly. ne one is 3afinite for that week,
although Mike Barno and Peler Anscff are stroazly considering going, and Mark Lusdi
is a poosible, but not likely. The following week Jean, Ken and Samantha will be
theve; the cabln lucks to be full for that week. Anyone (nou-snokers only, please)
irterestad? Contact me for more delsils. You have to like rea)l outdoor-ty living
to enjoy this... ((Late noter several people have cancelled:v.RabinKon looke 0ff..))

Voleo of Doom regrets tc have Lo resport the death of fowmer Doomis Ulen Waylor,
ty his own hend. He dled a couple of wesks ago, according tc ths lntest issue of
Graustark. Glen published the Diplomosy sine DIJACH.

Some gulek plugss Konrad Bavneister, Box 5039, Henis Village, ecrgetoun
University. Weshington, Disirict of Columbla, Unlted Siates of America 20057
publishes Glve Me @ Weapon, known for its plereing edltorlals, especially is the last
twe or three 188168. fw E Konrad 1z one «f my oldegt hobby friends -- YD was traded
for his exceilent zine Eﬁgnag when I first began putlisbing -- and T always (wsll...
neuslly} enjey xeading what he woltgs, Hext time gou get a couple of hours o
write hls address con an eovelope, drop him a llne znd ask for a sanple. He's alss
a2 rallable @, slways & plus in mv book.

Dan R. Wilson, 215 Redlance Dr., San Antonlo, X 78218 is planning to tegin
publicatlon of his new zine, Feudist (the flyer he sent out spelle it “Fuedist")
shoztly. He plaus io replaga the B Bruxas Bulletin us the hobby center of mudslinging
and feuding. Ke says his pollcy w11l te to print letiers entirely unudited, and to
avoid taklag sides in any of Lhe feuda. Well, I "wfe had just enouvgh experience in
my own zine and elsewherse with tcially unedited letters to wonder just how long this
oolicy s zolng to last, and I don’t w@aliy plan to Invoive myesll in any feuds in
Dan's sina, but I will {hapefully§ be mutually subblng with Dan. Long~time Yoomles
may remember than Dan once wrote an article for YD, descxiblng a vypileal day in his
1ifs, He was ln prison at the tlme., At Orlgins “82 in Faleimore, 1 got to mﬁet Dan
zad 1iked him 2 lot. I'm eager to ses what Feudist is gning to look like. I think.
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i nd the
1984 ie upon us and once again the game companies continue to use doublespeak to be
English language in orxder to sell their products. Some recent exanples include: 5- 7

* HIGHLY DETAILED =
*OFFERING A GREAT DEAL OF REALISM=

This is the title they give in back of
the instruction book, or in The General
where they admit mistakes, misprints, or This means that this is the type of
missing game pleces. It's easier to do thils game which requires a bookmark for th
then revise the game. Anyone who has tried to learn instructions. It would probably be
»Source of the Nile» and has wondered why & guide helps easier to build your own H-Bomb.
you get lost, or has looked through their Gunslinger game :
for the coach mentlioned
in optional rule 4.5
tnows what I mean.

This usually means old and from a now
defunct company. I don't mind when they
do this, except if they change the nane

= BEER AND PRETZELS GAME »

" This is the first sign of a real turkey. It is of the game and you buy it not knowing
how the designer defends himself when he is told ites 5 remnake ;1’ & gane you may already
' the luck factor in his game is too high or when it own. For example:

is completely unrealistic. This is how Avalon Hill ‘
describes Naval War , and Wisard:s Quest. Possibly 1f  Diagon Pass was White Bear and Red Moon

you had enough beer these games might start looking Qollector was __ﬂb_:ﬂi Bid

littles Rouhd Top e Twentieth Maine
Tespectable. UFO: A Game of, Close ﬁwﬁt;a was UFO
\ F /
=
»Random Characteristic Generation Deviceg»

A SIMULATION IN AN ABSTRACT SENSE sEvents determined by Random Mechanicsw
»Six-sided Polynumeral Determinants=

- Yes, its just a pair of dice. In most cases
this is the part of the game that costs the
most, so they want them to sound pretty gocd.
In the case of the old SPI games they are alsc¢

This means it's not a simulation at all, UFO and ‘thé only study material in the game itself,

jar at Sea as well as Naval Wars are good examples. -=Mark Paul
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Gaining an Ally

L. WHENEWRIRE ANL WHY

In <h2 game of Diplomacy. a player will often reach the mid-gawme yeoars as part of
s sliiance thet he started out telleving was ideal, only to find that the current
state of alfairs is nol as lavexsVUle a8 he had howmed. There are of course many
rensons day this nighv ocouwr. Perhaps hils alllanes 1s simply losing the war with
riile pope of twrning 1t arcewnd, or mayhe a2 once~-vrellable ally 1s showiug signs 7
dieloyaliy or loss of interest, 0Oz the reasor ray b2 more subtier the alllance 53
aning well row, but if 11 continues the other paritnor wili inevitably emerge as
wiacceptably dominant either in material or posiiicn. Yhatever the roason, there
will come times in yowr games when you will want to toy to goln a new aily. And
once this time comes; yvou may find ithat your main cbsiscle is inertim on the part of
the grospective new paritrers wiy should he all of a sudden scrap an alliance which
he nay find very enjoyable mnd profitable in ordexr to {eam up with an unknown quantity ==
you? There are a few diplomatic techmiguss that may improve your chances of overcoming
this reluetance and if you find yourself in the poslflon described atove, you will
need sone wnduerstanding of them,

Before examining these strategles. I shouwld point ~ui that it 1s not my intention
ir this axiicle fo dlscuss puppesilng. There are technluues odwry than those described
nere which may be employed when you are itrying t¢ ally with a country much larger orx
smaller than younr own, bul those ave not within the scowe of thils esszy. 3Rather, we
are golng 1o assune that you arve z viable powsy trylug te persuade another viabvle
power to Join with you in an alliance of approximate couals.

Ti. BuJlLa s FOUNDATION

The firetl stey in effecting a nejor shidt of allirues struciuwres to yowr teneillt
1s mctually a prslimlnary; yeu zhould have alyecdy estaliiished a hilstory of cpen.
irlendly correspondence with youwr ally-to-be. Time and time again, it has been
statad that you musi keep writing to all players in the game, even your current
enemies, and this is the most importent reason. You den’t know at any point in the
game Just who you will: want to woo ihves ox four gamne -yzars doun the roady therefore,
it is a fundamentally sound policey ic maintain diplomatic rvelatlonships with every
cthar country. If you have dona this, then when you make ithe decislon to txry and
sourt a prospecilve slly, your negotiatlons can be worksd very naturally into the
enjoyabtle correspendence you already have golng; whereas If you abruptly start
bombarding sonmsons with proposals after a sllence of several seasons duratlon, it
will be very diffilendt o avoild zppearing totally self-serving regardless of how many
warm fuzgles you injset into your leiters,

If you doubt the lmporiatice of this advlece, thirk atout one of the games you are
playing in or have played in, At sowe poirt somewhere, you were probably at war with
some couniyy who &idn‘t bother to write to you ve.y ofton, if at all. Now suppose
that out of the blue, this guy suidenly wanted yo.: to switch to hls side. How likely
were you to agree to this, assunlng there wzs no compelling reason for you to do se?
Not very likely at gll, right? On ths other hang. 1f youdrsat all compeient yourself,
you've probabiy found yourself at war with some other gocd player wlth whom you did
malntain & lively corrvespondence. It ecrossed your mind many times, didn't it, that
you might gnjoy working with this fellow. And iIf he hiad indicated his desire to do
the same, why, you might very well havs given 1t gtrong consideration, right? Put
yourself in thes cother guy's shoss, then, and you’ll rezllze the importance of regular
correspondence when the time comec to persuade him i Jjoln forces with you. Bulld
yourself a foundatlon for fluldity and success later in the game by keeplng open »'l
avenues of negetlation at all times.



III. SO% THE SEEDS OF DISCORTENT 5 q

Reference has already been made iu ithe neceasity of overcoming the inertia of
your prospective ally's satisfactlion with the current stals of affalrs. Before comlng
out with a suggestlon for an sltsrnative alllence struciure, then, you must first
ensure that he perceives weaknesses in the one that presently exlsts. This step In
the process of gaining an ally s perhaps the most difficult of allp you must be
ratient and subtle about what you awve doing, Your tesk will be furiher compounded
if thexs really isn’t any good resscn for him o worry about his current sltiuvation;
you will then have teo invent reasons and make them sound ss credible as possible. It
12y take several wall-composed leiters and mexne than ons season to soften your target
o the point whexe he is receptive: to your suggestion that all is not ideal for him
as matters stand now. You can hardly hide the fact thai you are serving your own
intzrests by doing this, so in gﬁne;a.l downplay this without actuslly denylng It, aad
atress his interestis.

There are many different reascns why a player might in fact be dlasatisfied with
tha cwrrent sifuation, and not coincidentelly, some of these wers already mentloned at
the begloning of this ariicle in discussing why you night want to change matters, To
roltarate, then, your ally-to-te mignt be made to rzallze that his side 1s golng to
les: the war, or his current slly iz going ic attain s dominant position or la
unpredictatle oxr losing interest or whatever, or that your slde can retreat to a
stalamate line 1f necossary. Emphasize whatover roussons sxe the moet orsedible. Rock
his beat of complecency by troubling the waters., Plant just a few weeds in his rose
garden of contentment, and soon he may be ready to seek more farille gzound.

Iv. FR0VINE AN ALTERNATIVE

Onca your prospective ally has zealized that there are shortecomlngs to his current
ailiznce, there 1s still the danger thet he may view his sltustion as the best
avallable option desplie its weaknassss. Your Job now becomes that of a salesmang
you must convince him that thsre is a preferabtle aliernative to the course of action
he 1s currently pursulng. That more favoruble course of actlon happona to be an
alliance with you.

You should point out to your friend spscifically how the dangers and pitfalls
of his current sitwetion will be diminished or eliminated if he chocses to  zwlich
to your side. Once again, your degree of inventiveness muast depend upon the xealliiles
cf the game situatlon., Hany times, you have oaly to spsak the truth {o formulate &
persuasive argument for the proposed shift. Other ilase, thers ave rsasone why the
new alliance will not e to his advantege ~- thess muai be hldden, downplayed,
ignored, or whatever. You are the poliege graduate on a jodb laterview; the eager
zentleman couriing a lovely lady.  You ape now in ﬂm positlon of selling yourself
and whatever ycu have to offex.

Don’t be afraid o let your ally-to-be Enow Jum" how the new partnexship is io
work. You can talk about the divicion of spolls, rnomparing it to what he might expect
to galn from bis current course of peticn. Naturajly, you will arrange 1t so that
ths new alliance will (or will seem to} benefit hip more than the old one. If thexe
are catches, they can elther be rought out into the open now ox glossad over untll
a commitment has been made on the bpard, depending upnn your assesspent of the
likelihood that these conditiens will doom your propesal before its lmplementation.
Sometimes 1t might be beitexr to hold off on springing such minor unplsasant surprlses
as "I want Belglum back by 1907!* uhtll your friend has made and acted on his decision
to swltch sldes. Other times, he may find such an after- the-fact revelation sc
irritating that he will consider himself betrayed and iry to effect snoiher alliance
shift -~ this one unfavorahble 1o you, wndoubtedly. If there are these drawbacks to
your proposed reslignment, walk on ezgs whon 1li comes 1o revealing tham.

Although the rew alliance must ssem profitalble tu your friend -- alse why should
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ne toms ug WAt you b beglun wlilh -~ yovu capnot ge meking unrensonable offers either.
oy 2 Tenk nordesz, 10 aayome, will believe you if wou offer him thraee of your centers
o evitch sidea. Be realistle. I the other guy is atous your egqual in ablilty.
them don*t try to tolcl him with 2z ploy that you yoursel® would find transparent or
aven suzpiclous, beczuse he will view 1% that way io0.

Provida an alisrnative that flts Into the fine gyoove of balng better than wiat he
has wow, but not inceradimly so. and your alliy-to-be may {ipally be won over.

V. PUSMLLATS A PLAN

1455 not slwave an easy mabtar %o inltlate an adlisnes o termas of the factles
W te used. Somzbody ¢ golng o have to truet enmeone wiih whom he has wntll new
been sl war. Taere w3 alwsys be some degree of suspielon on ore or both slies
et e amyeugeoent de 21) a gigantle pled 3o get a decided popitional advantage
For the other zur. Judeed, it is rayely reszomable to suegest that your partner
mafn all of toe Flrei uovess guch a plar 1s sSo obvicusly an invitatlon io disaster
thot ba nay wejont 3% out of hand anyimay. Slamitaneous astion le often beet. bul
1t ean be ravessd upenr 52 well, I the current war yas laitlated when ons of you
sty xbn'i m—.: ciher. the criginal stablee mpay dusist ihail the other guy back off first
aut of feirmeas - he's the one wha Lixet vlolated the truet, se he should be first
L0 ruc.ataw.im it - tut after a game-year or two of Tigbting this sort of ressoning
Just fsn’t 1ikely o ceryy any welght wlth the ordgzinel stabhor; the war is 1n
Tull awing regardlase of who started it, Oftsatimes you, as the proponsnt of the
recunalliztlion, will find yowreeif presaured into maklag the flrst move. Jr dn zome
casus, Pexhaps one pouer had less to nisk than the other by being the first to
disengage. If Cermeny and Russis are fightlng, and Rusalus conizols the barren eone
eiwesn the (W couniries’ heme centers, he may rsasunably expect Yo have to make the
Plest conoiliatory move. The morw trust that each party ~ar inspirve in the other,
the hatitey. Bub somehow you musi secowpany your suggestion for an alllance shift
wiih a seldd tuctiesl neans of zecoppliehing At, one whioh miniriges the risk to
botl partles. How sany imes have you sean, say, Austria aad Cermany stuck at sach
othere’ throats W the piddis of fhe Twernd, Yoth waating to disengege and twrn to a
more profitatle frunt, bui nelther allie w do g0 for fear ibat the other will keep
noming? The fabrle of allisnce Az Lndead wary 4Aiffleult {o wanve wntll all the
Little tactlical usedlas hava bean threadsd, It's o taicky tusiness. and you have to
be sow cayafyl ox the whole thing wili fall apart at the seans.

1. KEER Al QP3N DOOR

Yo havs Jwadg asde the polint thel this new slllanse Iz to be belwesn equsls,
and lasefar as 15 possible, 1t say no well he concelyvel fm {Dis spirlt of parliy.
When you finully proposse your taﬂtic.g@& flan, try not to soune tco rigld, Make it clesax
Unat thesa mre merely your sugpestions, and ask your aew ally (yeah -~ positive
thinkieg!) for is ideas or counterproposels. Most playsrs 1ike to feel that their
thoughis axe valued. so there ls a puychologies) ndvaniags {o solligiting input from
whe other guy, in additlon te whlch he may well comg up with a genulne lmprovement
an your tacile Se if you're sineem about being his ally, start it off righi and
1isten 10 him aa \tell an you write 4o him. Try % see the advantages in his Dropossis.
without totally lowering your guard against the poasﬂb:’éli*y that he might be taking
advantege of the opportunity to st you up. If therp are weally any major bugs An
hie plans, by all means squash them ..« but do so in a teetful and 3Mlplomatic manner,
In addition, you should ' nrepaved for a rejection of your proposed alllance.
Deaplte your test s{forts, it #111 somotimes be impnssible to overcome the fnertis
of conplacency. ¥hather or mt somsons chooses o cross the threshhold of alllance
with vou, your &oor should wemaln ajar, Maybe ho just dosan’t think the time is right,
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oxr he's still too susplcious of you. Unlesa you're on the ropes already, you should
nake him awaxe that you are receptlve 1o cooperatlon at a later date Af he’d prefer
that. Rarely 1s it wise ¢ treat someons as a game-long sworn enemy Jjust because he
wor'y ally mow. If you sense any wavering in his stance, work quletly to ensure that
the advantages of an alliance wlth you baconme more and move apparent with time, and
hopefuily some day he’ll pleasantly surprise you.

VII, CONCLUSION

Thlg has een a rathex lengthy aralysis of some of the psychclogical means of
gaining an ally. Last a mieunderstanding arise from the seguential structure of
this aseay. I hasten to siross that the onumerated straitegzles descrived herelin need
not we regarded as strictly distinet from one another. In praetlce, they wlll almost
invariably overlap. [For instance, even during the stage where you are culiivating a
Player’s dissstisfactlon with the current situvation, you might bs tentatively suggesting
the alternative of an ailiance with you and even throwing out & few pseudotactical
poeslibilities,

Did T really say “pseudotactical®™? God, how Wrobelesgue!

There will often arise the problem of how to prevent (or deal with) your cwrrent
ally finding out alout your doutle-dsaling whenever you are trying to change partners,
&nd afier you have succeeded ln gain%*ng an ally, the next step is to keep him for as
long as you find the alllance profitable., However, these are probiems that go
beyond the scope of thls erticle. Suffice it hers to say that this inertia you've
Doen battling wiil now become romentum in your favor, which i1s why galning as ally
in nid-gane 1ls so much mowe 2 4ifficult task then keeping one.

Now, go out thers and land a few blg onesi

MBI SR BIG I INEAIAIAIIIBII IS BB IIINIC IR IBIBPIFIISH

Fred Davis, 1427 Clairidge Rd., Baltimore, MD 21207 has just put out a spacial
twellth amnlversaxy issus of his highly regardsd varient zine Bushuackex. If you'ze
8% all into varianis, I sirongly rscommend that you dvop Fred a 1ine and ask for a
sample. Bushwacker is the third-longest rumning zipe currsntly published in Noxrth
America, after Graustark and {1 tolisve) Boast. Fred reprinted his favorite press
release of 1683, which happ@ned 0 te Eric Kane's ‘parody of the Beatles® song
"Yesterday"”, printed In the NEPLUNE game hers aboul a year ago.

Meanwhile, Honald Brown has announced the sad news that he will be winding down
hls outstanding zine Snaful over the course of the next few issues. I am very sorry
to hear this, Snnfu! had become one of my three favorite North American zines, and
in my opinion has bsen the pride of the Canadian hobby for the past couple of years.

Dave Kielman, known here for his hilerious "Jeopardy” press in RIGEL, has game
openings in vegilar Diplomacy in his excellent ginpe, The Diplomat. TD 1s not reslly
a =zlne for ithe reader, but I have heard from mors than one source that the GMing
there 1is truly great; always on time, accurate, easy to read, and he even uses maps
with his games! Sign up now; I cdopbt these openings will last long. Sub fee iz
10/$4.00, game fee is $5,00, Davs Kieiman, 3530 l{yannis Port Dr., Indianapolis, IN
46224, Tell him who sent you, pleahe.

Jeff Noto, 1507 NE 17 Ct., Ceela, FL 32670 publishes Nothing Whatsoever. Jeff
is another of my long-standling friends in the hobby and his writing is aiweys fun
to read. Send him a SASE; let him lnow BRUX sent you, and he wlll send you oth_‘i_rm
Whatsvaver.

1*1a.:ﬁk Berch Nept.: We're gaeiting a real snow Jot up here in New England!




¥hy I'm Not Feuding with Hd Wrobel é;iz

It wes lnavirable that the gquestion of why I am net feuding with Bd Wrobel would
meculre s publie anewer. Cerxtednly, given my past hisiory of tcthendedness, the
vaet voiumes of oritieal material 4 has written about me in recent weeks might well
be erpached i sroveoke an outhurst of BRUHian rage. Indeed, =l1llious upon
z31lions of dnyel, acrczaning Doomies have Implored me to "swsi that meagquilo and
slience hls Incszsant buzzing.” or o "ahut his south at leadl encugh so that no wids
jongar than elint syllables can emerge.”

Yell sadly. folks, the old BRlWer will prefer to wimp out this tima., There asre a
nuaber of zeasons for this uncharscteristis declizion. For one thing, 1 cherish my
curzent stealus of uvot fewding with anyons. To be sure, thers ave a few Kruda and
Hondys out shere who ayen’t sexacily ny bosom buddies, but theye isn’t auyone wiih
whion I’m raally at wer, and this 18 good and 1 intend o kssp things that way. Bui
therve 1s a move telling reason 3till.

You see, magardliass of the game. I play to win. Be it Diplomucy, Nonopely, chess,
0Y.. .ot feudine, I don't Jikeo to play 1a a2 game where the odds arve stacked asgeinet
ne. I chose py coponents il prsvious fsuds wlth greetl 2are and deliberation, so as
w0 avold ending up in a batile I wae lLlkely ic lose. Awd indeed, all of my feuds have
onded in at lazast a two-way Jraw, with an cccasional ouirleht win (Linsay v, Masters,
8.8, ) thrown in. However, there 1e no question in my wind that a feud with £ Wrohel
wouwld nrove fo be a devastailng, losing mpropositlon foxr ne, The simple fact is that
all of tke sdvantsges 1lis in Bd Wrocbel®s faver, not nive. Aliow me it sxplain.

Frst of a1l, EA has a command of iho Wngllish language parallelled by no onsg else
in the hobby. Vhenever I read one of hils lelters, aslthough I am in the dark regardlog
the axact meanings of many of his statamenis Gue to ny wniamiliarity with savemal of
the words he employs, T am alweys lofy with the vague inesssion that Bruce Linsey is
a horrible cresiura, In fast, the effsct ls almost that of a Pevliov's Dog soxrt of
conditicolog -~ 1i°8 gotten o the polat where I have only 4o seos & lsiler typed ln
thatl dyezded Wrobelscript and imeadiziely my moutiy beglns do water in self-contempt.
%4 has o magleal touch with the wrltien word. I, on the other hand. am Just a poor.
young, lgnorant coumbtey hiek whose verbal I.Q. is unswpassed only oy hls btowling
scores (and my ballis axe in the guhter svem more often tha» my mind is, thank youl,
My writing skilis are not ever of the sane ondex ¢f mugaltude as those of Ed Wrobsl.
On those rare occaslons vhen I absclutely need a well~writien rabuttal to something
or cther, I hive my lawyer and close pewsonal friscd, Mook Berch, to do the dirty
woxrke. But of lute, the Dipimaster hecomes nmore gad more dlstrseted by the needs of
his youugesi cllent, one Joshua Hevschel, and seems to tave less and less time
avallable to prop me up againet the tldal wave of Wrobalialk that has deluged the
hobby since the start of 1984,

Sacondly, 2d Wrebel 1s an up-and-coming youmg feuwder. so full of enthusiazsm For
the battls that he is curvenily feuling with his (ex-7) ife Haggle in the pages of
Politesss. I, on the other hand, ap merely a worn-cut old has-beery a shadow of my
once~fearfyl former self. No lonzer does the dark specire of a BRUKlan~concsived
kWhitestonla forgery haunt the hallwyys of cur hobby. Gone are the dayes of BLACK
EOLE~mania and zll but the vaguest syiemories of the Two AfFalr. Thile washed-up old
geczar may be & sentimentsl favorlte with some. dul in the arxsna of hobby Teudinz T am
ne longer a matceh for a new and unsparred gladiator such as Bd Wrobel.

Ed®s thixrd advantage is perhaps his greatest: n» is alle to comaunicate with
every single hobhy memler who recelves zither of our gines, ¥Be not foolsd, gentle
roaders, by ihe fact that Yolce of Ueom has a jarger cirouiation than Politesse, for
thiz apparent sdvanitage 1s more than overcome bty 2 palr of strong mltlgeting factor .
One of these is that Ed Wrobel can {and did) direcotlv rasch my satire sub list on b oo
owr:, betause L tranlble not at the presentallon of both sides of an issve Lo wy
readership aad therefors have fearlezaly rublished ny address llst each anniverasry
isse., I oontrast, I have no such access to the mailboywes of the readers of Pelitesse,
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Ed's exact subscription 1list being quite unknown {o me. Even if I were lnclinred to
indulge in a Wrobelesque mass-malling (end I am not), I have not the information
necessury to communicate with the readers of Polltesse. But the mass-malling was

(I suspect) Jjust & one~-time affailr; of far morxe consequence is thie; despite all the
hoopla over my butchery of one of Ed's recent letters, ED WROBEL IS ALIOWED TC BE
HEARD IN THE PAGES OF MY ZINE, AND BRUCE LINSEY IS MUZZLED IN THE PACGES OF HIS. It

is true that I changed the meaning of Ed's letter in a recent issues of VD, but this
was purely in (attempted) fun and I had no quelms whatscever about printing the entire
text of his lettsr, along with ny rebuttal, two weeks later. In glaring contrast to
this; EQ hzs still not printed the full text of my sarlies letier to him - the one
whose meaning hy altered. He too has claimed that his editing vas in fun, but 1f this
vere true, then would he not be willing to print my 2<tter in iis entirety in a
follow-up issue? The suspiclon is strong here that che editing whlch occurred in the-
pages of Politesse had its oxigine not "in fum," but in the irrefutability of my
arqusents. 1his euspicion can of course bo allayed In laxge part if Ed Wrobel would
proceed to print ny letter in full, -

And make no mistake sbout it, folks, thls third adventage of being sble to
communlcate with all the readers of both zines 18 a powerful weapon indeed for Ed.
In those circimstances where [ am in the wrong {such as in the Eplsode of the Expunged
#llipses), Ed can make sure that every reader of my zine and his knows all about it.
In those circumstances where BEd is ln the wrong (such as his btrazenly unsportsmanl ike
bahavior in the wake of an unfavorable GMing decision and the subsequsnt ombudsman's
ruling), Ed can make sure that the opposing arguments are hidden from his readers.
For example, he can avold having io answer embarrassing questions like "Why is Bruce
Linsey such a dreadful GM for belleving that ‘'hold' and 'support’ are two different
orders when many other respscted GMe (Dave Kleiman, Jim Meinel, Mike Conner, Paul
Rauterberg, both Ron Browns, Stsve Huitomn, John Boardman) would have ruled the same
Wway?" slmply by lgnoring them. And that, my Doomles, 18 an advantage that I do noti
feel 1 can overcone.

30 those are the reasons you will not see me indulge in sz feud with Ed Wrobel.
He has all the advantages, and yes, there ls one more reason 8till. Xd Wrobel and I
are very good friends. And I do not feud with my friends.

The Raving

o oo -

Once upon a deadline noble, while I GMed for Ed Wrobel

Over many a curious order from the diplomatic corps,

Suddenly thers came a scolding, "Armles can't support while holding!®
Controversy starts unfolding, back in VD sixty-four.

How much longer will he play here, blowing orders by the score?
Quoth Ed Wrobtel, "Nevermore!™ )

Thence upon e latex dsadline, “Turi Protests!”, read NEPTUNZ‘s headlline
Over many a furious hollexr from = player who was sore,

Sulddenly there came a snorting, "Armies can hold while supporting!
Arbitration I'll be courting; Linsqy, you're a GM poox!"

How much longer can he yammer, polysyllables galoye?

Quoth Ed Vrobel, "Evermore!"® ‘

Thence upon a deadline later, letter from the arbltrator

Ovexr many a scurrilous holler from the diplomatie boor,

Suddenly set down the ruling: "Hold? Support? You must bte fooling!"
Wrobtel's temper needed cooling, to this day hils ego's sore.

How much longer can he clamor, reams of Wrobeltalk galore?

Quoth Ed Wrxobel, "Evermore!"
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Ihe DAppy Spaces Besuiif

Seven peopic responded to the Dippy Spaces Quiw, Thelr names sre: Ken Hager,
Dan Young, Jim Chatileld, Mark Berch, Randolph Spyth, Dave Xlelman, and Stephen
Wildeex, T shall refer {0 thes only Ly thelr flrst names telow.

1. Which supply center aside from Munlch cean never be cgptmd by Turkey in 19027

Kep, Dan, and Randolph chose Berlin, but this can be caplured via a coavoy
through the Beliic Sea. Dave noted thls, and concluded that I had erred in devislang
the guestion. Jim, Mark, and Stephen got it correct: Smyyna. Sines Turkey ecan
rever loge Samyrpa 1n i1901; he can never capiure it in 1602.

2. From which spacs can an army receive s legal order to rove to¢ the most othor
spaces?

Ken 3idn't answer. Dan sald Bulgarla. Merk sald Denmark, Randolrh chose
Constantinopie. Uave picked St, Pete., Jim and 3tephern got it zight: Xlel, with
3%. Bulgaria znd St. Pete follow with 38 apiece. I ihought this was golng to be a
glveaway.

3+ Which space has mever besn and will nevar bs meniioved in a legal ordar given *o
a fleet?

Hen d4ldn't answer. iEveryone else got 1t right: Dohemla. The only space which
doasn't border any voastal provinces.

. From whilch space can an army reach the home ierritery of any Great Power within
thres mowas, provided ne multi-fleet convoys are usad?

Ken sald Tunis, but an army there won't make it {o Gavmany in time. Everyonme
slue got 1t righit: Sileasins.

5. From whlch lend space is it imposslble for an English symy to retreat as the result
of 4 Russian-supporied Turkish attack in 19047 ((There, I flnally got it right!))

Ren didn’t ansusr. Everyone elss correctly saild Portumzal. No unit cen ever
retreat from Pertugal. looks like Eandclph was right on uhen he added, "I don't
think all the mladirection will ool many pecple for long.”

6. In Spring 1902 a German unit tounced with an Austrian unii, leaving both of then
adjacent to no supply centers. In whlch space did they bounce?

Mark replied, "Ne unlque answer, Tyo will do. OCERMANY: A Mun-Tyop AUSTRIA:s
A Tri-~-Tyoy FHAFCE: A Ruh S A Bur-Mun ({and presumabiy 4 Bur-Mun)); ITALY:

F Adr S A Ven~Txi ((snd & Ven-Tri)). GCermany and = Austria have bLounced in Tvo.
Both unlts were dislodged. They rgtreated OTB, leaving thom adjacent to no supply
centers,” I am going tc cownt this anawer as Aincorrect, for reasons I'1) gei to in
a minute. Everyone else got the cgrrect answer of North Afrlca. The two spaces on
the board which are not adjacent i any supply cesters cre Tunls and London, From
theve, the sclution is a plece o' caka, :

Mark's anawer ie wrong on two counts. First, retrests cccur after the spring.
Tharefore, Mark's statement that the unlts were lafi adjanont to no supply canters
ie not accurate 1l1 after the summer {retreat) sepson has been played. Secondly,
afier & unlt has retreated off the board, it no loager exiuts as a unit. It dles
and tecomes a ghost, Otherwise, we could refer ta' a one-center powar with, say,
five unites (four of which have been removed earlier in the game). And Rule XIII.2
amplifies the correciness of this ruling that a unii not on the bozrd is no unlt at
all. Leava lt to Mark...
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7. A unit cn ths board ({111 oh, Mark ie sure %o pick up on that now!)) belcngs %o a
power with one center and no chance of growlng., In exactly two and s half game years,
2 Russlan unit will be adjacant to this unit., Where is the Russlan unit now?

Ken dldn't answer. Dan, Dave, and Stephen all thought 1t was a fleet in StP(ae).
Mark sald, "No unlque answer. Tyo will do. The power is in CD, hence cannot grow.
It coudd be; @ugs, in Ven. The Russian unit could Just sit in Tyo for 2% years and
maet your conditions.” I am tempted to disallow this on the grouade that "sit" is
not a valid erder, but since I don't 1llke belng s prick I°1l accepi it as correct,
I hadr't considsred Clvil Disorder. OCnly Jim and Randolph got ny answer of North
Africa, though curlously each gave a different scepario. Randolph: “.,.it is stuck
beside the A Tun in questlon in a game wha2re those two armies are the oaly remalning
undts. (Any other ammies would provide some chance for A Tun's growth unless isclatlon
infof Englend was involved.)” Jimi "I'm pssuming that there are no fleets in the Sane,
one power has 17 arules and nc othor power hea units orn the mainland. The ons-center
power is in Tunlis and the Ruasian'unit is in NAT to tegin with., This is the only way
I can see thai someone has no chance of growing., Of course the 17-center power could
win the game hefore the 24 yser etipulation. So let's say the 17-center power has all
i:ie axmies In England so he has no chance of wlnuing." Both scenarios are pessibla,
though Jim’s ilrst two sentences axe extrancous. Barring GD, there can be no fieeis
in the game, and either no arnies on the mainland or 17.

8. One season, an Bnglish army was attacked by five Rusaian armles, none of them in
supply centers. The same seeson, a Gamman amy was attocked by five Austrian armies,
nora of ihem in supply caanters. The nexi season, the English and German armies
aentloned above movad so ithat they wers adjacent to each other. An Itallan army
supporied the Engllish move and a Turkish fleet supported the German move. The season
#fter that, the afore-mentioned Italiasn army and Turkich fleet tounced in a vacant
spaca. Throuwghout all of thls, the Frerch F Wes remainsd unordered. In which space
414 the Italisn srmy dounece with the Turklsh fleet?

Dan didn’% answer. Jim aud Maxk sald Demmark. Ken, Randolph, Dave, and Siephen
all sald Sweden, which wae my lntended answer. Since devising the questlon, I've
dizcovered that Demmark snd Finland are also correct, so all except Dan get credit.
Tha detalls of the answer are too long and boring tc go inte haere.

9. There 1s a coxtaln board position which, as it happens, can never legally occur
in Spring 1920. In a certain game, howsver, this position did occur legally 1a
Fald, 1920, After the Syring 1917 moves An this game were played, Gascony, Moscow,
and Albania were all empty, while the Ukraine was occupled by a French armvy. Which
space (other than the Ukraine) was nscessarily occupisd at thle time?

This wae the best of the bunchy FKen, Dan, and Mark gave no answer. Oops. .. Game
for Handelph. Mark complained that the phrase “ai this time™ in the guestion is
indefinite, and Randolph objected {o the referencss %o a certain board position
ocowrring in s season, polating out that it 1s unclear whether this means bsfore or
after the secason has been played. Both complainis are valid, though neither of
then seemed to be on the right trank anyway. Jin guessod Munich and Stspher guessed
Galicia. Only Dave got the right answer: +the Adriatic Sea.

Under no circumstances can Austria bulld more than one fleet per game yesr.
Therefors, Ausiria can never acquire a 17th fleet mitil Winter, 1916, There are
exactly 17 spaces on the board Sty. Bar, Nwy, Fly, Swe, Bot, Lvn, Pru, Bal, Ber,
Kie, Den, Ska, Hlg, Hol, Edi, Yor) which require at least & seasons before they can
be reached by zn Austrian fleet tuiit in Trieste. Therefors, any board position in
which all of these 17 spaces axe cccupled by Austrian fieete is impossille until
Fall 1920 has been played. Arnd the 17th~built fleet must head out through the Ieonian
as fast as posslitle to make it north by Fall 1920. Since Albanla was empty after
Spring 1917 was played, the cnly other way out was through the Adriatic Ses, so thls
space was necessarily occupled at thils time, Comprends?
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10, Which supply center must England capture in order t- recslive three bulids in
19017
dveryoue got liorwry. Talk about anticlimeilic...

Fimal seoves:  Lene3. Dagem=5, Jin--$, Harke~-7, Rario’ phe-7, Pave—~7, Staphen~--8.
Jinm Chet?isld wins iwo free issuse of YI. "fuas funi

RS ER 4 IR e il PRI i X REI9E & 7 e BRNINEIRNNEHADIT I I IESIE ISR NI A0
The follswing 1o Just in from John Kader:

Deaxy BN

I'n bappy o asucupce that on MNawch Sth, my non Dariel Payne Xador was Yora.
Mother and shild aoe boih doing well.

Too baly wes dis 1n mid-April so his comlag six wmecks "early” caused us some
provlens and morse spprehension. Premature babies can Lo :woblemmatic. But the fast
Hae that the aby was compleiely full btexms L4 wes ot due dabec that was grosaiy
off.,

How can thal bo? you ask. The lumen geetaticn period 18 ofter hard to piv down.
Asids from the iuforsation gives o the deetor aloub her ast poxiod, there are few
checks duclng the course of the gregnascy to confimm, cuprert, or cest doubt on the
fiust estizate. One such cheek S5 bsing used nere and wavag sopograns, We didn't
huve otie done bacause, while thev ocecw perfocily asie, ws didn*t feel ithat the ri=mk,
hewevar minise) 1t might be, was worith whatever intormaticn we received, If we had
bnd e dopa, 4t night bave giver us clues that the dus & +e was actually puch clomer.

but thers wera some good side effocts to the asrly deldvery. First, we didn't
Rave the anxieiy of the lust-minuto mit. Many »f the couples in owr birxth TepRY R
tlon lass are Ir the plekle mow. They always heve 3 fwl tank of gas wnd tho car is
alweye poluiad La che dlwecilon of the hospital.

U the oiher nand, we also veren't guite Prepired foxr ths baby*s exrival. Having
Figured that we had ancther month or oo, we @ldn’l have poy haty clothes or food.
Luekdly, I had pob the haby s roon together the pyevions reekend,

Ancther ted par: atould having a bahy thet wos ssswed to b premature was that
the medleal tews raally took over the mansgement of 4hs Jelivery mtill At weer clear
that, the baly’ wae in full torm and healiby. Bub for 2 xblle there, 1t get tensa ar
the intensive team necuatsl wnlt stood by with thely Star Trek egqulpment. As8 socn
26 they saw the by come oud, they knew they weren't pseied and they spiit,

We wanted ihs birth exporiencq to e nors ours. ¥e uuntsd te te in control.
Thet's why we signed up at & birthing center: & nhoro-type environmsnt that eschews
f modieal nodel for a more natiral model.  The biyhing center, of course, ouly
takes lowerisk pregoancles. ne twins, no bhresch dellvariss, no C-mectlons, and no
precnlies. That's why we had to g to the bospita;. 1 dou’'t question their Judzesent
ox prudsner.  3ur T wish we haé tpe tirthing center sxperdanca instead. It's
chsaper, faster; and sore flexliie.

Sti31, Danlel 1s home now an? yesting mud eatlng. I lave no idea how he's goling
to change ny 1ife but I have a feellng I°m moing to find cut very socn.

Best,
John

Toe Yoles of Doom sonds 1t congratulations asd hest »ishes to John and Anna
Bath., Jobn 18 a longtize Doomie and frisnd heve. Tharns, aiso, for letilng ne
shars the abovo with ay rmeadsrs, John. I'm asure wany of s share in your heppiness.
Jdobi mad Auma Beth revenily moved and John has {aturzily) had to cut back on
his hobbky activitics somewhat, Thaly address now is: 5 Second Ave,; Melbourne

Esach, ¥i, 32951
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I recontly came into possession of spare coples of most of my filrst 42 issues,
wnleh are now avallable tc interesied Doomles, Follewing is a 1ist of the lissues
avaliable, the price, and a capsule description of each. WARNING: the twelve-pagors
may contain some good writing, but they are definitely not of the quality of the lssues
I°ve been putiing oui for the past couple of years. I'll txy to give you a failr
evalvatlon of each. Large orders way bte seat thrid class, so be patient. Flrast
come; first served. loney reccived for issues already scld oui will be returned.

C'mon buy sorc beck issues end discover what an arrogant snob BRUX used to be!

Yack Issues for Zale!

#2 ~= S0¢ == |2 unges, first YD gzmestearis, houserules. excellent Halloween fzature

by Judy Linsey, vexy first letter published in V. Not a great issue.

it ~- C0@ == 30 pnges and one of the very best of my early issues. First article
in Jack Masters® Flaysr Profile sories (warnings Masters® articles
may be plagiarized), lets of chitchat, large letter column, much more.

#§ e 70¢ =~ 24 pages, loaded with controversy. Went to see the old BRIX at his
worst? This one’s fox you! Phony "Volker" confession, BRUX Speaks
on Gay Rights, BRUX blasts CGurtis Gibson, Dave White blaste BRLY,

BRUX overreacts to Coughlan,..you get the picture...

6 ~w EO0f == 12 pages, nostly games, ancther Mastors zrticle, "Loulsiana Loes
Not Exist” article. Hot much of an issus,

#7 ~~ 50¢ == 12 pages, all reading, 2xcellent Masters article, love letter from
Kathy Byrne, BRUX Speaks on Cross-Game Play, letters, more. Good iih,

#8 ~~ 50¢ ~= 12 pages on beautiful dark red paper, Jan Luckenbill’s article on
press,; write-up of the first ByrneCon, ERUX blasis his players for
not reading the houserules. Not bad. '

#9 - 60¢ =~ 12 pages, the BLACK HOLE Affalr -- read all about 1t! Inside-out
Dippy. short lsiter col. Controversial.

#10 -~ 60¢ - 12 pages, Masters‘ article on Comrad Shortley is absolutely a hobby
classle, several letters and humor items. Good isawe,

#11 - 50¢ -~ 12 pages, almost all games except for a boring article on conditional
ordexs. [Poor lssus,

#12 - 50¢ == 12 pages, Sherlock Holmes Diplomacy Mystery, humorous exposé of how
BRIX got his name, a gross cartoan, good anrticle by Paul Hefii, letters

. and more. Worth price, :

#13 - 50¢ =~ 18 pages, this wes the first Dr. Breuss issus and not nearly as good
as the later "Zoo" 1ssve., Thls one ies called "Horton Hatches the
Egz", and it's pretty tad.

#14 « 708 -~ 18 pages, details of my feud with John Caruso and more on the ELACK
HOLE Affaly, good letter col, nice treavel zrilels by Rauterberg.
controversial issue not for the faint of heart.

#15 = 50¢ -~ 12 pages, mostly games, excellent sdltorial arguing in favor of
allowing negotlations prior to retreats and adjustments {which neobody
has ever rebutted), article by Maeters. Falr issue. Barely.

#16 - 60¢ -- 12 pages, excellent, play "Naked Came the Camesmaster” by Dave Perlmutter,
reprintad artlcles by Smyth and Harmon which later appeared in Supernova,
Dave White takes his final {and greatest) blast at BRUX. Very good.

#17 = 50¢ =~ 12 pages, BRUX remaves foot from mpuih, Paper Alrplans Dippy, two other
articles and games, Malr lsswe,

#18 = 508 - 12 pages including sclution to Sherlock Holmes Puzzla, John Kadorx‘'s
first "Diplomatic Typochondriac™ article, leiters, more. Not had.

#19 ~ 50¢ == 12 pages, FIRST USAGE OF THE TEEM "DOOMIE"!, discusslon of Origins "0,
games, "Life After the Knife" (later printed in Supsrnova). Fair iseue,

#20 - S0¢ -~ 12 pages, good letter column and an excellent article by Coughlan.
Fretty good issue.,
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= 12 mapes, and one of the very best of my early issues. Filve articlas,
kimov, ~hitchat, 1o games, letiters include some very limportant advice
to worid-e pubbters. Very gcod issue.

~~ 12 pazes, mostly games. (utstandingly ferrille issue,

-~ 12 peges, humor on deadlines,; games, article by Perlmutter. Poor ish.

w32 pagas, some print nard tc read, This was ny flrst amnlsh and 1t

was excellent. 7 articles on various toples, reply to a Rulebook
Quiz, two-part Goseip Column, Bosrdman on fakers, much more.

== 24 pagos, eecond round of VD gamestaris. lots of leitiers, two articles
are both pretty boring. Not a good issue,

~= 204 pages. OCames, Including Rauterberg’s excellent "2001" press that I
kaep btwagzing about, Roberi Lipton gets gruapy, “LIV and Let LIV™
article, tivade on sloppy pleying, BRIK Gres Wandering An Canada,
quits 8 LAt more., N bmd...

m= 24 pages, 1This was a free Christmas issue, and trlsd to avoid
controversy. BRUX’'s engagement announcement, Indeclpheralle article
by Lavvence Brothers, endings of some of VD's early games. first
Doomie of the Yeer resulis. Very good lssue overall,

-~ 32 ponges, sood Kador artlcle, cutatanding Rauterberg press in JUPITER,
neatzd debates on "Tro* affair, ocutstunding letiter col, article on
Europs Bxpress, excellent humor by Bauvmelstex. lots more. Great lssue.

#32 == $3.00 -~ BO pages, well worth the price as it"s one of my best issves ever,

UG e 50¢
W -r B4Og
f}ﬁff e %55
#H - 508
#37 -~ 08
#39 —~ U0

HO - 508

# - 508
#2508

mors "{ro" controversy, ZLACK HOLE wrap-up, superb Olsen press in
KEvTER, 14 pages of letters, play hy Laumelster and Martin, good
ariicls by Conicn, lots of humor stuwff, my artiele on student feachirs,
toas moxe, outstsandling lasve.

~= 12 pugzes, the *Increditle Shrinking Zine". games and not a whole lot
oloe. Pratiy poor lssus,

wv 12 pages, Arootit's "Draft" article, good XEPLER press, 1lttle else.

== 12 pages, gares, letters. Pussy Galoure, nothing spectaoular.

- 12 pagss, uore of Faumelster/Martiin piay, BRUX Speaks on ulacklisiiag,
nice letter col, Bo gazes,

~= 12 vages, letters inslude tirade Ly Boardman, good Doug Landon arti-:sle
on sablguwous orders, excellent Krasy Envelopes, more. Good lssue.

=~ 12 pages, vorno from Jefil Albracht, ariticla on "tre™ hy Martin, Krasy
favelepas, falily weak issue,

-~ 12 pages, speclal zine revisw lsswe which was very well recelvead,
contains full-page reviews of my ten favorite zines (only two of which
would be in my current top ten ~- DD and EB!}), and nothing else.

«= 12 yages, no games, Dan Wilson's article on prison life, Vatlean Varlan?,
good ¥razy Envelopes, good letiter col, rot a bad lssue overall.

~= 12 pages, Krazy Bnvelope winner. more KB/IEE play. letters, games. TFretily
poer issus overail.

Now I'm locitlog through the rest of the apare back issues I°ve got put away.
Several copiss Jeft of #'s 36, 34, and 40, so lowsr those prices to 352 each. Also...

#47 o 352

FLE - 20d

HUY wn AGE

- 12 pages, excellent ariicls on GeuCon Eesi '81, good cartoon, Del
Geands’s article on Origing °81, eome letiors. Not had.

= 12 mages, Hoardman vs. Jim Willlams conlroversy, nice
leiter from Bawmelstex. Fhyllls Byme caricon, no games, worth it for
conteoversy fans,

- 12 woges, orly one copy left so pricsd a bit higher, humor by Olse:.
“Foke® artlcle by Pack, "Kii Carson™ fake letter by me, "Iltaly" ar'icle

tr ¥Mark Lew, excellent carioon, OK letiexr col, no games. OK issus,

&

« 17 pages, no games, Michalskl "How %o Play" plece, good lettsr col.
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#50 =~ 354 ~- 12 pages, more Tro stuff, Coughlan arilcle, thoughts on my filyst
busues, falp letter col, medlscres lssue overall.

#51 ~= 35 ~= i2 pages, exposé on Masters® plaglarism, arilcle by Pack, good reprinted
article on "Diversity" by Allen Wells (say, what aver happened to him?),
BRIX Speaks on Clvil Disorder, good issue.

#52 ~= 35¢ - 12 pages, nc games, "Tonight Show” theme iscue with some sick humox,
Wells on fakes, fictlon by Langley, short Berxch articls, fumny lissue
werth price,

#3533 ~- 35 -- 12 pages, mostly guwss, good Reuterberg sative plece, very poor 1ssue

anyway.

#l —m $10.50 =~ L4 pages. 'Ths tost con acticle I've evor written; on Origins '382,
sopo very geod press, Mark Paul and Jia Finley cartoons, hilstory
articie by Ansoi¥, achingly beeutlful poem about "The Sea" by Alex
Loxd, letters, letters, letters, articles by Berch and Pack, resulis
of “Best Diplomat” contest; se much more. OStunning issve. One left.

#70 -~ 33,50 -~ U6 pages, and no gawes. Articles by Holverstadt, Berch, Halverstad:i

sgaln, Walkar, and Chuff Af{lecrhach's “Broken Record™ axticle, one of
the very best pleces of uriting ever to appsar in VR, Foem by Alex,
gontroversy hy Dick Martin, 3 pages of leoiters. 1 could sell this
one and #64 for more, 1’11l beicha! Only one left.

#74 -~ 0f ~- 24 pages. Alex's First snnish was one of her best columns, editorisl
denownsing conitroversy, gocd letter col, Falr issue, not as good aa
nest of the recent ones.

#7585 «~ 508 ~+ 22 poges. The "Zoo" lssue. Satire by Dr. Breuss, this is the bast
humoxr I*we ever wriiten. A curdcslity if nothing else.

#Bl wm LD -~ 16 pazes. not worth the price. Short humer artlicle by me. controversial
Goughlen letier. protabtly my worst fssve aince #53.

#65 =~ 33,00 -~ 170 pages, My fourih amndeh., My best lssue ever, by far.

i have a few of the very recent issues left in siocck too, but mest of you have
theam anyway. OK, folka, buy ‘ea up whils ihey lasil!

ALBQ for sale, sent third classs a bhwmdie of zines vecelved hsre. issues
included will e up to around five years olé. Greai for holby novicss who want to
see a broad saupling of sinee peslt and present. Great for me, as you'll help me
uacluttar ny living room and L*1) be uble to wateh TV agalin. Bundls of 40-5; sines
costs $3.501 90-100 costz §6.00; hmdle cf over 200 for $11.00. Quantities are
Juet about mlimited,

Maxk Borch hes sent in thls bumer iiem from an ii-year olé isamus of Bushwacker:

Once upon a timo thewre lived 2 wicked king wha had gained abeclute power by
getling hls people to accept a now raliglon in whieh the people worshippad porpoises
as gods. The king himself was the high prisst of this xeliglon. Since the survival
of the politlical stats depended on the people’s accaptarce of the State relizion, it
ves necessary to keep them lgnorant of the true nature of poxrpoises, including the
fact that they can die. To keep the people from finding out that porpoises dis, the
king bullt a speclal tank for them bohind the palace and forbade all but himself fxom
approaching the tank. In order iv inasure that no pne sieze would get naar, he had o
mcat dug srownd the tenk, snd in the moat he placed the Royal Licne. Thers was a
single narrow wooden twrldze acress the boat, with an iron gats, to which the king
possensad the only key. BEvery day, the king would personaily cross the aoat over
the lions %o feed the porpoises. Thus, the peorle were kert izrorant and the
king continued bis tyrannical rule. It chanced that cne day the king came to the meat
bearing a basket of dead sesn gulls to feed to ths porpoises. As he started over the

bridge, 1t collapsed, and he Tell into the plt with the llsns. 4s the lions pounced
on him and began to sat him, the king reflecied on the srror of hie ways, concluding:

"It 18 wrong to bring gulls across State Liona for immorial porpolises.”
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The lutwest b : of aq__xgg gﬁgj_.“g is just in and coniaius & hobtby raritys an E4
dreiml ta ter Uit dses wol mention me! On a simllar iople, I 7Y Just arvived,
And had L. ound beey for a opessipg mention of me 1t a leétlsr from Roberi Sacks, U
#weoddnt L lave bevs aem‘.innﬂd there at all sither. Thavks to Acherti for keeping
slive u stoesk o7 43 dssues of DD that have referved elthwr {0 me, or Y ladeed,
mad 3t mes beed sox Serch's “Isracl® iasur thet strdng would go all the way hack 2
Ly 733 fuan's 40 soswses). 1 did wote, though, thet T slszo reeslved omly a vary hrief,
micealipg werdiog i the issus on GHANS erromB...

Aavaow, 21h ibiz sllence aloul me will be tulten 2o nean that you folks out
et don L love we puy mors, and you know what that means. 1°11 have to do somstalng
sontroversial o gel back lu the gous!

By ney. of course; you're protably sll thinklngs "Do I ysally have to pay fov
211 this piiiful &rlvel that BRIK cglly a sine?" YWeil...you dor't, reslily. Thave
arve aevevel ways to got free ilssues of VD, COpe lu to stand Ly here ~- see page .
& wecond way 1o by brivglog in a new subber -- 1f he mentions your name as a mwference
toits perern only) upon subbiog. you get a freebes. Third way la to win ome of &
cortests L always weow o Yo runaing. DBul the msy X like mosit 1s wher you earn {ree
tagues hy wediing an avtlele for YD, I Lt's oxigiral and T use 1%, you saxn 3 free
Jesues var polited pege. I mefer articlas veriaining to Diplomacy, but Jusi abounc
snyihing le 5 candldate for y _\,ualica wlon A it's reasona¥ly well-writtsa.

I sention “his bevavse. exvept {ox the Daomia of é.km iear antries, contyritutiorns
nave bren wary light hevs sver sinece ay fourth aﬂnis‘h Ly reteber, T really could
uue & Dow pouw ”“if:j.m; Lrom doma cf you out thers, evsperisally ulth Alex’s Colwn
wfmp and hova Buws o7 yoa will start sending me ooms Feon time to tme. Otherwise,
your i have to pol wp wita py woiting'  That, and the fioee lssues, cught to be induce-
meut earuph.

ind, I stily bave oe ontrles for the Quots Contest. dus now in g fow ahort useils.
Tf thir pres deeps up {which s doubtlul}, then you can win s1l those free leswes
Jusdt. Ty uee.,li.n,g me which was ynw cun gustal

Fhnatly, A0 you 8.48n"s roead the AXGEL press yei, I aimongi& urgs wou o go wecok
and do g, Thess guys koow how fe write el Dpress f not Just the Dages upon Pages
o ailly oue-liners that mer some zipes). LSome peoPls may wondsx how I menage
t¥pe a1l that up -« helil, 1t» 2 pleasvre te type up oowss 1liks theive! {But no, i'™m
any, sifering to 4o 3t for othor MMs...;) L consider nfselﬂ yy fortunete indeed to
o) iu*tng the RIGKL zoamae.

BRIX
Brue Iinesy

T3 ashualot Ji,. Apbe
il oon, Mb 01205

Your sul arpices wish teapes # ?2



