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Wz mmammmz:

This izave 1s dsﬁicated 1:0 ny lmney Joan Extmn, whoa I shall shortly have the
rlessure of meeting in pexson for the f£irst time. Joan has been a close friend o me
for around a year vow, and her contxibutions to ¥D in that tdna hmm ’bun matly
apprecliated.

I seen to have goguived a pet oxricket here in my apartment. much i'n ny disgust.

I ayrived home from work around three weeks ago and heard ¢ loud CHIRP coming from the
living room. At £ir¥st I thought that Bd Wxobsl or ome of that crowd had installed a
bug in YD Headquarters, and it was salfunctioning, but the authenticity and regularity
of the sound soon convinced me that I wae dealing with the other. kind of tug. 'I'he:ne
was indeed a cricket in my living room.

Crickets are pretiy good at hiding, if ons dees not comsider theix ohirpd.ns and
this one was no exception. A quick search of the living room revealsinothing, while
all the time those maddening chirpe were sounding irritatingly closer and closer., I
tried triangulation; the same procees by which gecloglsts can locate the epicentsr of
an earthquaks, but this procedure merely proved to me that the odject of my aggravat.{on
was moblle, not stationary. I fimally took all the furnitwme in the room end put
it in the kitchen and bedroom, then rolled up the earpet and moved it out 4oo. That
cricket wae going 4o have to go! - In this barren enviromment, I figured that my
antagonist had ne chance of remaining hidden. I looked around the room carefully,
on all fours, and found nothing, And then, Just as thouzh to spite me -~ "CHIRP!!™
It must be hidden in & crack scmewhere, I thought., A quick trip to the local store,
andlwasamedwlﬂ)acanofw 8myodal1 the cracks and inside the heating
ducts, and practicully saturated the whole voom with the stuff. Nearly poisonad
nyself, "CHIRP!* wént the cricket. “Goddazmit!" I yresponded. I wes getiing plssed.
Finally it dawned on e that the thing must be under the floorboards, whick I then
iried to taar- up, “t6 1o 'avadl. I trisd Jomping up and down on my now-tave living room
floor, hoping to either scare it off or get lucky and crash throuwgh the floorboards
and score a dirvect hit, thus killing 4%, but this actlon only brought amother curt
phone call from the downstairs tenant; the eams guy who rang me up during BRUXCON to
object to our celebrating when ERTC KANE ROLLED A ONE!! So nothing has worked, and
that cricket 1s still here bugging 'the hell out of me. 8o if you read anything
objectionehle in VD, don't blanme - Hlame that godm crickst. It.'a driving ze W
unpracedonted eno‘EIena}. aepm .‘}hiny _

-1 & Jow of pustal Diplpnaey published svexry now and then

7s 73 Ashuelot St.,° Art, 3, Delton, MA 01226, Phone (413) 684-0567.
Subs are 10 iaswes for $5:00. stpirnua ars wantéd, There are no game openings,

Diplomacy is a registered tngouark fo::- a game invented by Allan B. Celhamer and
copyrighted by Avalon Hil1, = °

The deadline far a.l‘l guaa uonta.imd herein is June 8, 198&-
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This past month's mail has trought a preponderence of Juicy siuff to write about,
scme of it controversial snd some =edate, and much of it worth & look hers,

John Caruso informs me that his letter about me in the latest Politesse (the one
addressad to Mr. Ed) was written strictly in fun and was not intended as an attack on
ne, I'll take his word for it, though sometimes John's idea of “humor" 1s radleally
different from mine, I personally feel that "humozr" 1s supposed to be funmny,

Cf far nmore comsequence ls this quote fxom Ed Wrobel himselfs "One well-respected
dipdomite wrote: 'F.S., That decision Linsey made on your oxders is the most asainine
I've aver zeen. P.F.5. Don't print this ox I’1l get into a feud wlth Bruce!' Bruce
has also published a 1ist of Gis who, he alleges, agrse with his ruling. Ons of those
on the 1ist actuslly wrote to us to dimavow affillatlion with Bruoe's views. Did Bruce
twist any arme? Is this (M afraild to oppose Bruce? Will thers be a VoD retractlon
burled in the lotier column somevwhere?”

Ho, thsye won't, Vhen I asked him, Ed wouldn't tell ne who the GM was. Of those
I 1iztsd as agreeing with my declsion, Kleliman, Meinel, Rauterberg and both Ron Browns
answezed my poll guestion that way last emmmer, Conner hss actually ruled that way
on a aimilar set of orders, Boardmen told me in person (at a ByrneCon last year) that
he agresd with the ruling, and Steve Hutton told me the same over the phone., 1
misrepressntad nobody.

Regarding Ed's "well-respected dipdomite”, one hus to wonder if the same declslon
wes "assininre® when Connser mads it. Would it be assinine 1f Paul Rauterbexrg ox
John Boardmen (@.g.) made 1%? Or is 1t just “assinine" when BRUX makes 1it, becauss,
well, BRUX is BRUX? This person mlight aleo want to famlllarizs himself with that
sentence in the Rulebook which reads "A unlti may be oxrdered to do only cne thing on
oach move", And Ed Wrobsl might want to famillarice himself with the meanlng of the
phrase *Don't print this". Bach of those is pretty plain Engilsh to me.

G¢ 1y, I haven*t been this caustic in over a year! "Let's lighten up a bit, BRUXI"
"No, Bruce, I don’t wamnal I hafts reply to all these things or the whole hoblby will
think I'm a bad boy!® "Well, they they already know you're a btad boy!® No, Doomles, I'm
not bad. . Just weird. No, not welrd. Just strange. Ro, not strange. Just wishy~
washy. And I wish to hell that damn oricket would go awsy.

Note to Anduln readers: sorry if there are any of you who might have been anticip-
ating a good knock-down, drag-out feud, but Eric and I are friends and will remain
80, He had a amall misunderstanding, and it is settled.

arrived a couple of wesks ago with a very entertaining pisce of writing by
Daf Langley in her subzine, Hare of the Dog. (I personmally have to wonder; Iif Ty
Here aever marries a canine, will there ve a zine called of the Herxe?) Magus 1s
beconing ona of my very favorite zines. Steve's editor ® couple of issues back
really put feuding in an appropriate perspective, I think, and the zine is pretty
evormous in size. Send at least two stamps for a sample to Steve and Daf Langley,
4112 Boove Lans, Sacramento, CA 95821, and tell 'em who sent you.

While I'm on the subject of Magus I wish to {ake lssus with Steve's comments io
the effect that thers is a "slowdown™ in dipdom; v;pat the hobby is not as interestliig
or fun as 1t used to be. To me Just the opposito .seems to be the came: I can very
honestly state that I'm having as much fun in the hobby these days as I ever have,
and I'd bet that the eame 1s true of quite a few of my subbers. Dipdom is like a good
wine in that 1t juat keeps hproving with sge. Of: course, one can overindulge and
wind up with a hangover for a while, but all in all it seems to me the hobby is going
in the right direction. And so long as there's an enjoyable hobby, there'll always
be a BRUK.

I have to wonder how many of my readers are aware that when I type a sentence
like the one Jjust before this, I Jjust lean back and laugh my head off for a minute ox
two, trying to pictuwe how various people will react to 1t., How will the sentence
*there'll always be a BRUX™ affect Rod Walker? Ed Wrobel? Mark Berch? Ty Hare?
Stave Langley? Joan? Kathy Byrne? ...and so on. Yes, Doomles, the hobby is lindeed

& curious and fascinating place, and yes, 1t gets better as I grow crazier and cragier.

The Zine Column
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The British Diplomacy hobby ls likewlse a pretity entertalning place these days
o, with several 1tems that bear méntioning here. Richard Sharp, author of Diplomacy's
only hard-cover book (The Came of Di: restarted his sine Dolchstoss recently.
Sharp is without a doubt one of the hobby's baast writers, but there eeemc to be
somewhat of & furor over hls return as hs foldsd very messily soms Ysars ago.

And, spesking of mesay folds (I'll get back to the British hobby in a moment),
it esems that Francols Cuerrcier has revived Passchendacls. For you newcomers in
tha audiance, I strongly recommend that you aveid sending Francois any money for any
resscita Passchendasls folded vary irresponsibly itwo or three years ago, and Francols
gtole quite 2 Tew sub and game fuess, including about $200 For a prive fund game he
was rumning. I lucked outt he owed me somo money which I eventually managed to get
from him (rather alyly, I might add), but not everyons was compsusated. Just ask
Eon Brown ox Ronald Brown, for instance. Agalnm, avold Paeschendsele and Cuerrier.

Despite thot and o noegatlve note about Bob Albrecht wh appears elsewhere in this
issus, I disegree atrongly with a recent statement by Dick Martin in his House of Loxds
to the effect that most Canadian publishars are arrogant. (That's not an ezact quote}
I don®t bave the isaus handy at the mamohi, but I'm pretty sure he 41d say "arrogant”.)
To me, fowr publishers really form the nucleus of the Canadian hobhy: Dave Carier,
Jtove Hutton, Randolph Sauyth, and Ron=ld Brown. Nons of thwm could be labsled
"arrogent” by any definition of the word; in fact, quite r few American publishers,
nyself included, could take & few lessons from any of them about being being even-
handad and leval-headed. But I'l1l get back tc the Camadian hobby in Just a minmute.

A hwmorous lten appeaxsd in the latesi 1ssue of Howe of ihe Erave, in which Gecff
Challinger speculates that Ron Gelicls might be a pseudonys For Conxad von Metske,
who 1e reentering the hobby. Ron Galicla, some of you mey recall, if a novioce who
wrote a couple of lettars to VD a few moniths back. Geoff basss his speculation on
the fact that both Ron and Conred are from San Diego, and “Galicia” sounds like a
name that Conrad, with his well-known sense of humor, might make up, and so on. This
inirigued me and I hastened to £ind out whatever I could., I called divectory assistance
and agked for the numbeyxy of Ron Galicla, giving the nsme of ths strcet he lives
on, The operator told me that there was no listing for anyons in San Diego by that
nameé. Then I was golng tc call for a mmber for Conrad von Metzke, using Ron's addrees,
but discovered that Conrad 1s not listed at that addresa after all (he uses a PO Box,
which at first made me even more susplclous, but the operator gave me his coxrrect
address, and 1t's pot the same as RBgn's). Drat. Just when I thought we were slout to
uncover a good hoax, But I'11 get back o the British hobby, and San Diego, in Jjust
a mniuute.

The latest lasuwe of the now-folding Snafu! Just arrived, with some very atyplesl
comments by Rongld. Rouald is normally the mort who avoids controversy like the
plague, but laet issue, on the firsi two pages, he manages to:

i, Explain some negatlve Feelings he has had toward Dick Marting

2., Advise his readars to avoid Wl_g and Peter Welker's lrreguwlar zine
Balilc Seaj and

T 3. "Dump on Robert Sacks® m Q'E_g}_gg.

Pretiy spley stuff for I mlght add, lest the above comes acroas ss critical,
that Ronsld's statements are all mdﬁ very responsibly and I agree with mosi of
wvhat he says, especiaily mgardlng Sacks and Guor;:ﬁar. But I'11l got back to the
Caradian hobby in a moment. !

Back in Britain, I must ooni’oss that the htaSt issue of Denver Glont cost me
some slesp. There are some houserules I agree with, and some I disagres with, but
once in a while I stunhle scrose one that is Just plain wrong: that ls, it really
viclatsa both the letter and spirit of the Rules of the Game. Such was the cass in
DG, in which one of the houserules Klm Deut ie using reads as follows: “...after a
Player*s pleces have recelved no orders for two consecutive turns, any other subseriber
may then take over simply by sending in orders for the next turn.® Sheesh. Telk about
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Yorw dreadidl. housexules. Why do I find it so awful? One of the fundumental rulas
¢ tha game is that ployors will be allowed to negotlats with the other players
before movew are made. How would you like 1t If a standby was called inte your game
and made movss atabbing you before you evep knew who he wms? Rlchard Sharp makes
e sames exiileiomn in his Yook, having beon a2 vietin tmo ox three times of such
shoninalile (Ming practices, Kim, it's far, far preferable to naue a standby first,
fxom 2 1ist of playewrs who have agreed to stand by if needed, lot him/her negotlate
for = seasma, aud thor allow that person %o take over. Nmm. I see now in Polltosse
that ¥d Wrobel has dene Jjust adout the exact same thing in a game he wes running by
vhone, expiaining, "I prefer the immediate recrulimsat of a standby, Af at all
poscitile, %o pwevent the destruction of a country by RIN." Well, then, mavbe I'm
winig after alll I Ed Wrobel does 1%, 1% mueil bo right. But I'11l get back to
Politesse 1n a mimte. = -

Frobozz 1a the name of a new zine published by Jeff Richmond, 3313 Plait Rd.,

Ann Arbar, MI. Jeff ie a very exporienced @M (he used to gusst UM in The Dragen and
“he Lamd), and his zinc reninds me vexy strongly of Si. Ceorge and the Lragon. In
short, 1 expect Frobozz to be o rellatle, non-controversial zane with a few well-ium
games., If you're locking for a good pisce to play, this may be it. But I'il get
hack to Hichlgan in just a mimute.

Back in Canada, I really cannot recommeid highly enough Steve Hution's very witty
Ho Pixed Addvess. (Actually, he does have a fixed address, though he moves frequently.
Fall will alwaye get to him (eventualily) at 704 Brant S%., Londom, Ontario, CANADA
I3Y 3ii.) Steve has a wxy eense of hmor (czecuse me, humour) that I really enjoy.
lacently he remarked that - iFA =eoms to have acguived a new xole in
the hobby:  that of a proving groune for ¥D. Indeed, the "2000 Pages of Julcy Quotes™
contest was more ox 1ass a takesff on a coatest he had Just run, and tha "Roll Ovar
EszthovenCon” glay ciae shortly uposn the heele of his own very funpy "Wizand of Dip®
They, f indeed any zins in the hobby is a proving ground for ideas to be used in
»), then No Fixed Adiress would T2 o great cholce for the mole ~- it is scoo00 claver!

One issu: on which I dizagree radically with Steve, however, 1s his recent atiack
cn Hod Kalker. The background of ths situailon is ag follows: John Caruso priri:i
an Ltem o Whitestonis calling Mark Berch a 1iar hasavse ¥ask printed & statomsat that
waen't trw, but was very clearly Jjust a sinple nman error. Hod took John %o task
ia the pages of Erehwon for caliing Berch a liar. (I criticized John for it too,
but I did so directly in a letter to Whitesionla rathsy than elsewhere.) Steve
Hutton then blasted Rod for dwmping on Carueo for attacking Bereh as a “lliar" over
a statemant thaet wasn®t true, and vroceed to show where Rod, oo, had mads 2 sistement
thav wasn't true., PBut the examplo he chose was truly outlandishy his criticimm of
Ro¢ is over a clearly humorvous ltem lndicating that Xelth Sesler publishes fascisi
tarwoons, or somethlng like thats I've talked to Zelth himself sbout it, and he wasn’t
the least vit boihered by what Rod wrote. Sheesh, Steva, How deep 414 youn
have to dig to come up with an example to try and make Rod look as bad as the person
ho was criticizing? Pretiy deep, it appears to me, So now 1t appears that I'm
grosged out at the fzet  that Steve is zvossed cut at the fact that Hod 1s grossed
out at the fact that Mhn 12 grossed out at the fact that Mark simply made z mistake,
which serves o lllusisate just how silly the whode affalr is anyway. Can you belleve
that owory ons of tha people mentioned in the above pacragraph 1s an adult?!

Auyway, I did promise to get tack to Michigap, soc here I am. Kelth Seslexr has
folded his zine Manifest Desiiny, and he informs me that all refunds will be out
shorily. I'm sorry toc see MD gc ‘28 ii {00 vas very entertalning. My understanding
iz that ths pressures of real 1ifs just vaught up to Keiths and he couldn't keen
golng. MD will be missed,

The Modexrn Patriot has folded as wall, twi it won't te miemed here. Bill FishTleld
has steted ip writing that "I regret the embarrasament I have heen o my family, “he
Navy, and my frlends.*, and to that 1ist I would add his country and his hobhy. Cnod
riddance. THMP lsaves kehind some orphaned games and a let of hard foslings,
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Back to Polltesss, the issue befors last contains a registration fomm and info
for MaryCon, which as this 4s being ur.tttan I hope to attend. Tentatively, I will
be driving down with-Dave ;ﬂ.néoln of ' ' Rhods Island and zoog:.ns with him, but that's
not at all certain PtV - ¥o¥ Purther info on MayyOon, write to Rd at F,0: Bex. 3463,
Arlington, VA 22203 and I‘mm hetil be glad to Halp you regiater. I _expsot MaryCon
to te the biggesi gathering of postdl Dip players in North Ameyica thie year, with
Origins teing held in some faraway hick town calléd “Dallas" ghd most of the eastern
hobby indicating their intentions to defect to MaryCon ins And, Af I come, S0
shall the Dippy Photo Album! By ncw my 861leotion includas photographs of well over
100 hobbyists, including just about anybody who's anybody in North Amexica. I was
out shopping earlier today and bought s nloe album ‘40 put ‘thet in, so I can show them
off at MaryCon and later KaneKon, {Quick notes ~i1f you'ze one of the fow Doomies who
~has not sent me your color rphoto, ¥hy mot do it h&a:v? Then you'll stlll be in time
80 dozens of welrdos can gawk at at MaryCon, -t06l) SGerleuvaly, it's quite a good
colloction, and I ’Mank those of you who weve kind‘svough 4o let me photogrpah you
or to send nme a pix of yourself recenily. But I'll get beck to Texae in just a mimute.

While I'm on the topic of photos, I have thres classlos for sale at 502 aplece,
which won't quite covexr my costs to'répirint and send them unless you buy all three,
but what the heck, The three for =dle are: 1) a plctiure of Alex holding up her
sixty-posteard birthday card sent to her last summer from Doomies all over the U.S.
(this pictuxe w11l appear somewhore else in this lasus, dut only in black and white,
and it's much better 1in color as the card itself is in six colors), 2) a beautiful
picture of Olsen, Maszer, and Kathy: isken at Thanksgiving ByrneCon (their axpressions
are priceless), and 3) a photo taken with a wide-angle lens, of YD #85 (my fourth
" annish) before it was collated, The pages are spread out all over my 1iving room
floor, and it took my elster mnd me elght hours apisce to get 1t collated! TYou may
enderstand why when you see the plcture... Anyway, order by aumber ~~ they're 50¢ each.
All three of these will of course be in my Dippy FPhoto Album, too.

I promised to get beck to San Diego. Larry Peery has come out with a record-
breaklng 200-page issue of Xemogogic. Having mpent about two howrs reading through
a small fractlon of it and akimming the rest, I nust say that I was boggled. And
bored. The cover price is listed as $6.00, about 8 times vhat I think the issue is
worth, If ihls sounds like sour grapes, 1 can only assura you it isn’t, but I was
genuinely very uninpressed by the 1asue, That's OK. I was talking to Larxry on the
phons & fewweeks ago, and when 1t came up that VD adjudicutions have never besn sent
out late in 4} years of putlishing, he told me that thet didn't impress him, Touché,

I promised that Y'd get back to ‘Texas. AS & rde, L don't 1ike subzines. Too
many of them can spodl an otherwise good zine. (Just look at & recent issue of EE,
for instence.) But there are exceptlons, of course. MNos Eieley Spaceport is usually
pretty entertalning.  But in my opidion (probably, shared by no ine), the very best
subzine geing these days is The L.‘-. tle Dippsr, published by Stephen Wilecox, 5300 W.
Gulf Bank #103, Houston, TX 77088, '1i's & subzine to Jim Melnel's excellent The Prince
and I think it's the best part of the whole zine, * You know that's high préise, too,
as Stephen isn't even a Doomis. But The Little Dipper r publishes stuff I rerlly enjoy,
1ike questions about the Rulebook's ambiguities apd how should a GM rule in such-and-
such a sltvation, and so on. In thed latest issue, he staris a 1ittle story that his
veaders, including me, are going 4o ‘help him wrlte. It's & really clever idea. The
Prince itself can be had from Jim Méinel. FO Box 832, Anchorage, AK 99510,

fsi*

T The latest m%ﬂom contains 'a warning thei one should never take ne's
word for anything without first ehedkirg it out. While this is good advice you' re

unfamiliar with the person you're supposed to be trusting, I do not agree with the °
tlanket statement, Thare are some people in the hobby who I've known for years, who '
have never (to the best of my knowlddge) deliberately made an inaccurate statement,
outside of thelr games and ohvioual;f Maimless hoaxes. Mark Berch is the clearest
example of someone whose word is alwayse s good with me, without any furthexr checking,
and there are others 1llke Steve and Joan whose credibility here stands at
precisely 100%. There are also, of 'coiirss, some people whose statement do require
further checking., But it's not trua of everyone. Some of ihese people 2o as follows:




A

One zine which I thtak 1§ wmmtad is Paul Rauterberg's Nidllfe Crisis.
The reason I 1ike 1t 80, ﬁch 18" that Paul's articles deal with the psychological
aspects of Diplomacy,. x.than’ t&ctias. This is in keeping with ths fine tradition
of Fol Si Fle, which &% $5d ;bast. -t ‘alas, Randolph's articles are all too infrequent
thesa days. Latest {eas -Here in today's mall, has & terrific artlicle by Paul
concarning the post-atgd Ieﬁort .What you should or should not write to someone
you've just betreyed. The essay mncludes with an example-of such a letter that Paul
Teceived from Edi Birss in bis £ixdl gane years ago (the letter is'reprinted, just
discussed in Bome detai;,). Really well done, Paul, I've txied to write a fow srticles
of this naturé for VD bnt Paul does it better. . Articles on the psychology of the
game are too rarely Tounds Paul. Raylerbexs, 4922 . Wisconsin Ave., Milwaukee, WI 53208.

It has come to ny a«tthnt!.on Bt r8 in a Gumboat Diplomacy game usually don't
" spread this fact across the ‘Hobby 3 ‘u ting 1t on the frout pages of their sines.
(See Pudge's jetter i iisye, @g), . Therefore, I would ask thet all Doomies please
ignore ny Aondincemént last 18sue 'tgat I have signed up for such & game. Please
pretend that you difn’t ¥ead it. And if perchance you cannot bring yourself to forget
it, then the info should frxom now on be regarded as sirkeily off the racord.

I sbould explain, since there ape a few non-zeaders of Diplomacy Digest in the
audlonee, ‘l'hat “The Zine Column" i1s'the {itle Mark Bexch gives to his discussions in
DD of what®s Zping on in-the hobby, so I thought ii'd be appropriate here. (I doubt
very much that Mark w11l object to the plaglarism!) T2C is usually only sbout a fourth
this long, however, 16l DD. This was truly an amazing month in terms of the stuff that
case into my mailboz. T’enjoy comaenting on the hobby's zines, and as the volume .
buile over the past couple of weeks decided to do it heve, all at once. Have I put
all of you to sleep? Perhaps. I1'm just the sort who likes %o make hls opinions
heard ~- and I have an opinlon an just about evexything in the hobby, as I'm surs
you're all aware. Anyway, that, and anothexr attack of loguaclousness, explains all
of the above. And that cricket in my living roor is golng to drive me up a wall if it
doesn’t stop 1ts infernal chirping'

The World‘s Largest Birthday Card

On July 5, 1983, Alex Lord celebrated her
16th blrthday. 56 Doomies from 30 of the
sz:l'bgd States were kind enough to help her
celehmte by sending post cards which, when
put togathsr correctly, formed the birthday
card, in the photo at left. - (4 of the cards
aant,out did not come back, and replacements
were drawn up later.)

‘ Alex and I are still considering
sutmitting this to the Guinness Book of
Woxld Recoxds as elther the "iargest
birthday czrd" or, perhaps more likely, the
"most traveled birthday card".

Alex will be celebrating her 17th
blrthday in quite a different manumer. She
will be traveling in Europe with some of
her school friends this summer, and will be
in Spain when she turns 17.




TURKS ADVANCE IN RUSSIA, IBERKA!

Autuan 1912
RUSSIA: A War r OTB
Winter 1912
ENGLAND: Build A LVP
FRANCEs oven
GERMANY: even
ITALY: Build A VEN, P ROM
RUSSIA: Build A MOS
TURKEYs Build A CON
Spring 1913
ENGLAND (Ansoff)s F NWY S RUSSIAN A Lvn-SﬁP (NSU). F Eng-¥ID (F IEI 8, P NAT s).

AaLvwu.
FRANCE (Williams):s A Spa-Por (snm), A GAS H, F BRE-Mid
GERMARY (Wittmond)s A4 MUN celelrates trench warfare (H), A RUH S A Mun, A EER 8 A Mun,

A PRU goes fox hunting (H). F BAL S A Pru, F Nm-m.
_ A BUR S FRENCH A Gas

ITALY (Howerton):s F POR 5 TURKISH F Hid—Spafnc; A MAR S TURKISH F Mid—Spa(no).

F WES 8 TURKISH P Mld-Spa{mc), A Tus-FIE, F Rom-TYR, A A _TYO-Mun,

A Vie~BOH, A Ven~TRI

RUSSIA sxeyarlein); ‘A Mos~Wax (43 r Lva, StP, 0TB) '
TURKEY (Lexritte)s F Mid-SF ""Ainc! )s P NAF-Mid, F LYO 8 ITALIAN A Mar, A sev-nos (A KR 8),
‘ AGALSAwu.mﬁrmmam-nm.Awmsassl
A Con-SEV (F BLA C)

Gams Notes: Doug Beyeriein has returned as Russia. Mark Johnson didn‘*t raspond to
ny aiand call, and is hereby removed from the VD atandby iist. -

/G/1/8/T draw has been gopoﬁad for next season. Flease vote by et
dga.dl.tne. so. a eonceasion to anoe has ‘aaen pmopoaed. Plegse vote by mxt. dnadlim.

T

I

Press;

KAISER to WHOM IT MAY CONCERNs . NAt, Iri, Eng, Bre, Gas, Buz, Mun, Ruh, Ber, Lvn/Xis,
Bal, StP, Nwy form an imbreachahle dsfense line. However, Spa, Mid, Por, and Mar
can stil) be p]a.ye_d around with. Have fun,

The f.onowins letter is one I aant to. S‘l:.ave Ammd:l.an in a :tah ganme (woody
haébaenutupbyﬂae&!andthoqtharphym) Iuanussiutohhconanyand
had “ordered” A War-6il in Spring '01. ,

Dear Woody o -

I'm so;ry about the ata.b in thi.s m But thsna were & mnbo:r: of factors to
consider. All of my potential all;.as made me really auper offers that I just couldn't
tuwrn down.

Turkey offered me a solid frhndab;_p Af£ 1'd Just allow hin to take Sev in o1,

t

England is going to give me a 2-way dnu I let him take Sweden and St. Pete by 1903.
Austria has promised to support me to a win 1f I allow him to first wipe you out.
Part of the bargain is that he is going ¥o borrow Rum and War for a couple of game years.
With such loyal frisnds all around me, I Just couldn't help attacking you. After
all, your offer of a "neutral zone" was such an 'bvious setups.. ﬁk
BR

)




1S QUASAR. 19828
MISORDERS, CAUTIOUS PLAY SLOW PROGRESS IN EUROPE!

Autven 1910
FRANCE: NRRI A Tyo r O1B
Wingsr 1910
AUSTRIA:s IBR! Will play 1 short
EXGLAND: evon
FRANCEs Build A MAR, will play i short
GEMANY: even
ITALY: NBR! M removes A Tus (out)
TURERY:  sven
Goring 1911
AUSTREA Eﬁﬂ.off?;: WR! ARM U, ATIOU, AVEN U, ATRL U, A VIE U
ENGLAND (Giaspey): F }Mid-WOS, A MOS-Ukr, A LVil-Mos (A STP si A GAL H, F Nuy-SuE,
A Hol~-RWH, F hTH 'H"“, 'r Dan-BAL, I Bal-BOT
FRANCE: (Burd): A BOH-Tyo, AMun S A B m (NSU). A Pie-'I‘US {F LYo S, P TYR 8),
F TUN 8 F Tyr, A Har-FIR
CERIANY {Howerton): A WAR S ENGLISH A Gal, A Ber-SIL, A Kh—BER

TURKEY (Smney)s F ¥AP U, F IDH- S ¥ Ion-Tyr (N5U), F GRE-Ion,
: - F Con-ABG, A UKR~Gal aﬁi's: %!" A SEV- %.E A ARM-Sov

Gane Notes; Would Jerry Lucas, 3902 Laksmesd Way, d)_mod City, CA U062 pleasa
stand by for Aumtria? Thanks muchly, Jexrxy.- An E ‘1‘ draw hag been proposed for next
#EC.T0L. [loasie voie by nex't. deadlline., - o

a1 -3

GEN. ADM. BXLAX ((vis TURKEY)) to SULTAN:. I am in the Ionlan as ordered -- sir, what
are your oxdsrs? T S S
TURKEY to BRUX: OK, so thexe goss Ukr! o I -
TURYEY to RNGLAND: Frauce - anathemal?! Wsll, maybs he'll Join "The Force".
TURKEY o AUSTEIA: You zre right, you naver eall or urite., But are you still
recelving ny lettera?
LURKEY to FRANCE: Ploase note the clocing of Austria®s back door ~- true allies
ccoperate mnd cover each other. Change sldes, w are more than willing to glve you
a fofsrsible back door. “The Foxcs™ is only feamd by our ensmies. I awalt your
letisz,.
TURKEY to ITALY: Adleu! I wish you well and hope to gams with you sgain some day -~
when you are not in such g hapless position. =
TUREEY to WOHLD: Flaase remombexr lest ish was April Fool's ish and I'd have to e
(a8 would you) if you belisve the Lon bit in tho presas. .
TUBKEY 0 WORLD: The alde anters the plush apartments, uherein His Majesty the Sultan
awalts hin. His stride is brisk and in his hands he holds several intelligence
documents. "Your Majesty," he S&}'B as he ;prost,rqua himself, "I have ths latest
intelligence docujents.”
The Sultan, robust with vouth. ‘regehes out his hand snd quickly scens the pages...
sws the I.Qn 18 taken...
...Austria our ally, has haen mmaadul a.n Rome. ..

((quam oonthmas mxt pags))



QUASAR (continued)

»+sthe French are beselged by thelr omn allias... o S

...Gemany is hpt On a ﬂhort 19&‘1.0. : . ;, B "_

»+ RIGHL's pross is doun to a Yeasonatles 1ove1... e e S 7

"Yes, yes," the Sulten says "now haz'a's sy neweat ordom H.a picks up quill
and paper; he begins to ur:l.te... S _ s '

R1ieel. 0 1e8x

GERMANS MND AGAINST AM‘IGIP RLESIAH MTALIM S‘I’RIKE; M mms HAREY
SITUATION IN THE AEGBAN; AUSTRIA "RUSSIAN ARMY GO CRUNCH; ITALY DECLINES OFFER

OF GENEROUS FRENCH GIFT; CM HAS A BALL READING ORDERS AND FRESS IN ADVARCE AND
LAUGHING HIS FOOI HEAD OFF AT THE SUSPENSE AND AGOHY OF THE PLAYERS!

Winter 1905

AUSTRIAs Remove A Boh.

FRANCE: Bulld F MAR

GERMANY: even

ITALY: Remove A Apu

RUSSIA: Bulld F STP(ne)

TURKEYs even , B . - , :

Spring 1906 =

AUSTRIA (Knight):s A Tri-BUD (A vm 8), A Ser S A Tri-Bud (4; = Alb, Tri, o'm)

FRANCE (Hare): A PIE-Ven, A B "(N50), P Ion-ABG, B nnr-sm(ac),
T Dnog-HID, F wes-TIR (F TUN S

GERMANY (Heintr-man)z F Den-BAL, A-Lon-DEN (P NH C; F axa 8),. A nar—mu. A Hun-SIL,

A Tyo-BOH, A YEH-Agn. A Tus-ROM .

ITALY (B11is): F LYO-Tyr, A NAP-Apu S f _‘
RUSSIA (mumn)""ﬁul’r P neTTm"J- , A Ukr-GAL ( HAR 8), A Bud 8§ A Run-Ser (nm)_,

A Rum-SER, F Nwy-SWE, A Swe-FIN, F Sev..
TURKEY (Beilly): F Con-BiL(ec), F: Ank-con, A GRE 3 nussz.w A Rm-Sar. A Sny-ARK, -

F Alb-ADR .

Game Notess The F/G/R draw a1a mot pass. e r/n/r/c/a/r/s dxaw 1o’ the pren war

did not pase. The proposal to move RIGEL to another sime, preferably %&gout,

did not pase. Votes wers &s . . “followss. Turkey -- nog Russia ~- noj -

(= no); Italy =- no, "1ike I aal.d,, overything should happen at least once in VD!"

Germany ~- noj Austria -- no. Russla would 1like it publicifed that thia propoaal ua.s
not sutmitted by the Russlian. Dave Kleiman, the’publisher of Tho Dij at, would -
likeﬂwmandalltoknowthattheﬂm;muwouldbmﬂmea The D 2 .

The. former English player is plisi'ble to. votg on (or uakn) p:r.'oposals nsuwding
the Press War, .

Thete 18 a pa:opuaal for an F/ draw. Plsaae voiaa b,y nnxt deadline.. e
proposad is that BRUX open six sa&nes at once, all like RIGEL. -Flease vote by next
deadlins on shaether the person mnpoai.ng this should be. mquirod to type up all the
preas for those games, :

COAs Rich Reilly, 3067 Gustafaon circla, Idabo Falls, ID aanoz.

Preas:

RUSSIA to BRUK: Do you know what a "d:oas" 187 ((rup- Kaight or Elm. %o nsillyl))
ELLIS to BRUX: DNow that you don’t teach any more you don°t care Af aaadlinss fall '
right in the middle of finals mak. do you? :
BRUX to ELLIS: VWell, if you're foollish enough to give higher pc:‘iority to your collega
education than to RICEL, whose problem is that?! ((RIGEL continues mext )
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RIGEL (continued)

DATELINE BERLIN; R S S S _

AN OFFICIAL PROCLAMATION FROM THX IMPERTAL HIGH COMMAND OF THE SECOND REIWH URDER

THE MOST BENEFICIENT GUARDIANSHIP OF THE KAISER AND THE HIGH PRIESTESS TIARA:

To wit, at expotiy one second after the hour, 8:00 p.m., Friday evening, German
naval and military forces tegan ‘bperations designsd to secure greeter German safety.
In anticipetlon of hostile Tsaxist resmciion, the Kalser and High Priestess Tiars wish
to formally announce the termination of ths non-aggression sgreement between Germany
and Russia and e comeficement of the ohe season advance notics grace period
heretofore agreed to botwesn ths govsrmments of Russia and Gexmany, previously and
respectively, or vica cersa,

In antlelpation of Tsarist protestations that said German defensive military
movement donigned ty secure Erestéx German mafety, instead conetitutes aggressive
sotice Ganfnkl the royal Ruesian' govorrment and rudely viclates prior compacts, the
German impesial govermment, under the most benign rule of the Kaiser and the High
Priestess Tlara, states the followlng facts:

{A) Thec Baltic Ssa boxders three (3) Cermsn states and Denmark ~- a German
protactorate -~ for a total of four (4) Cermanic sreas; eolsewhere, 1t borders 1
wanteland (Livonia;, 1 neutral country, Sweden (currently unjustly suffering under
Russian domination), and only 1 area which could possibly be considered within the
Ruesien sphexe of influences the Gulf of Bothnia, an open sewer polluted by Russian
indusiries doiting 1ts shoreline, .

(B) Simflarly, traditlon and history clearly illustrate that the Noxrdic spirit
of the Germanio Volk has embraced and 1s embraced by the peoples of Prussia, Sileeis,
and Bohemla. Prussia -~ home of the Hohemwollern, seat of Bismarck's greatest
triumphs. ' Prussia 15 Germady, and Gemany is Prussia! Silesia -- Cesmanlcized in the
13th sertury, Frederick the’ Oreat gave wolcore to and ;ms welcomed by its inhabitants
during the 1740a, Eohemis -- snother happy land tlessed by a Cemmanic traditlon.
Historleally within the domain of the Hepeburgs and the Holy Roman Empive, nevertheleas
a shared Noxdlc herltage has resulted in-an open invitation by the Kalser's Austrian
namesake and long lost rother-in-ares for a closer and more meaningful German
experience, ‘With smiling faces, open arms, and glad hearts the Cerman Volk welcame
thelr Austrian twothers and sisters., - :

Unfortunately, the Cerman goverrment recognizes full well that the heartening
rejoining of the Noxdic spirit in good fellowship will not be viewed with great
Pleasure by the Slavio devils. Thus, with much Badnsas and groat vegret, the German
government announces that in direct. responze to anticipated Russlan retaliatoxy
strikes, a STATE OF WAR exlsis between Rusals and Gexmany. Nevertheless, honorably
honoring all previous agreemeihis wlth the Tsarist doge, a 1 season grace period shall
be extended as understodd and percelved by the Gemwan government.

THE BLACK FOREST ((via GERMARY))s: -
A fortdight past... Iz the wee of a morn when a lonsly bsll tolled but three times,
Rasputmann had felt the power surge within him. He sensed the ephemeral structure of
his golden prison shimtier and flipker within ite own reality. The black penther which
guarded hiy also senmssd the change and Began to prowl about uneasily. A few moments
passed by and then Rasputmarn exsrted his will. 'The golden chamber began to fade,
and, exultantly, Rasputmann felt himself treaking free of his psychic bondege. In
futile despsration the edony beast leapt at him, one massive paw with claws of razor-
llks shampness {aking a swipe at the wizard dwarf's face. But even as the savage cat
lunged, 1ts form began to vaporise., Wralthliks, the anarling panther slowly dissolived
from sight, :1te eyes of urning dlue glaxring hatefully at the wisard dwarf alX the
while 1t vanished. ' : '

o

((RIGEL conthnues next page))
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Leagues away in the imperisl casile, Tlara lay awake, her slumber broken. Her
inner spirit perceived the change but she passlvely permitted the escape.. Her final
siruggle with the wisard gnome was not yet at hand. As she resumed hexr sleep, the
image of the dwarf xlding a winged eteed came to mind, She softly chuckled to herself
as the flying dwarf kept craning iis head back to repeatedly nlp at its quite
uncomfortable little rider...

RIGEL (continued)

Vignette II | |
High, bigh, sven higher, the dragon salled to the roof of the sky. It bellowed
a laugh and scarlei fiame splattored against the heavenly cslling, rivulets

of fire splaying forth in intlcrate, random patterns. The winged lizard began to
spin about like a top, faster and faster, its sleck form iwlrled, suddenly -
axrowing Gown thxqugh the layers of atmosphere like a lightning bolt. Abruptly, -
caveensd to a halt, sending a sonic toom bounding over the sarth. The dragon, Ysssr
by name, yeveling in the reckless strength »>f youth, wheezed mexrrily to itself in
sheer enjoyment. Niiiz, the archalc Eeeper of the Gate, squinted sowrly at the
youngster. S v

»Jontinue as you do, young one, and you will break your long neck or rip your
wings off your Yody," he warned.

Ysssr sported with lavghter. ©I am a Messenger and I heve a Message fox the
Elders. Allow me eantrance," '

"Bah, fool," spoke the Hseper, Eut he allowed Yessr passage.

Now exerclaing proper decorum, Ysssr approached the Counci) of the Nine Elders,
his swaying rhytlm connoting rempeci and obeisance.

"Greatings, My Elders," he whilspered. o

The ancient onss stared at hin. Finally, Qaaar, Protege of the High One, spoka,

*What occurs in the realm of the hupans?® :

. Carvefully, Ysser related the duel beiwsen Rasputmann, the wizard dwarf, and
Tiara, the dark enchantress. He spoke of Rasputmann's eventual escape and his
subsequent flight to the East. ' .

“To the East?” mused Qaaar. "Has he then fled to the Turks? Ox ic the Russlans?"

Yassr exhaled heavily. *I do not know, Honored One. I followed him as he fled
into the Carpathisns. Tales tell that he has found refuge with the werefolk of
Transylvania, but all is uncertain.”

Qasar rolled his eyes and puffed in thought, “Perhaps the 1lttle wizard sesks
to sell his sexvicos to others...” ' . |

"ENOUGH!" The harsh roar sent the wings of all flutiering.

In dead silence, the immense grey scaly form of Wyyyx, the High One, arose.
His winge spread out and towered over the entire aseenbly. Cold, anclent eyes
stared unblinkingly at Qaaar, Ysssr, and the other Elders, N

"You prattle about these humans snd their affalrs as 1f they were of importance,”
he whispered. : L S :

"Most High Ors," Ysssr began, "we had arrangements with Rasput...™

“STLERCE!" Tnose ancisnt syes glared ai the young dragon. "Your impudence
will earn you earthbound punishment yet, young ons.”

Ly

Struck mute by the threaty Ysger's claws skittezed nervously on the hard flooz.

Wyyyx's maliclous gaze now seized hold of Quasr. o o
“You who would be my successor," tha harsh volce sneered, “why do you bother
with the hwan 23k?" .- . . . b 1 e ,
Qasar inhaled deeply. - A proper alliance with those who axe viotoxious could
Wyyyx laughed and laughed and laugped.
"He have full freedom now.*

((RICEL continues next page))
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The Eldara ca.reflq_l r a?oided one 3.na'mer's gaze,  Was the High Ons mad? Dragon~-
hood was mar,ly extingt, .

Bravely, Qaasy Ven*mred a rep‘!y “H.tgh Uns, do you not know that we ars sc remcte
from the 115% experienne as to Lo virtually creatures c? mythology? GQasar's long
snout peinted forward earnestly., “rhe proper ald with the proper agent -- Rasphimann
or Tiava ~~ we may azain bacorms ereatures of substance,“

Hyyyx whipped his psck about in deriamn. *0btain substance, my frisnd, and we
lose, not gain, oud freedom.v -

Skeptical, squinty oyes: zezarded him.

Wyyyx snerted smolie, “Do you not wunderstand, brothers, truly?" Hls huge form
vegan to 11t into the-alr. - "l leave you with this thought, Council. Obtaln
substance and we beconme: pxiacgm:a of aeplity, of £fixed moperties subject to natural
law. Buk, remein 23 we ave now, crestures of imasination, why we remein free to be
rhatever can bte couceived! 'That is truwe freedom, ny Triends.™

With the rush of & tzumade, Wyyyx departed the Gounell of Elders., Qulokly, mest
ef the KBlders aleo loft, lezl thelr ceniinusd presence bs consirwed as evidence of
soma soxrt of conspliacy or plot. But Qeaay drew Ysssr zalde,.

“Coma, ua must confer,”" he hissed. "Duxr intervention in the affalrs of Rigelworld
reains of the wimost ilmportamss,.”

Ysaar girinned, showing 1ong rous of shiny teeth., "I fully agree,”™ he lisped...

Vignetts III

4 friendly yellow sun had amtled away the morning mis{, ILight dew glistened ou
the jush grass and bluejays and robins chatiered smlably to each othexr a8 they weni
about thelr dally concsrung. The Xalser stood on the Malcoiiy kxeathing in Jeeply ths
valcome fresh slr of a brand new day. He waiched the birds fiit and flutter about,
lisened to the pleasant droue of buzzling bees, and felt the warm rays of the mollow
sun cavess his skin., He sensed the presence of Tlara at his alde, and as she nestled
lightly against him, he felt an ilmmer glow of warmih and happiness spread through
him. Since Raspuimsnn had escaped and fled the Empire, things had never been batter.

"4 lovel v morning, & 1t not, Tiare?™ he smlled. -

Hex dari eyos regarded him affoctionstely, alihough a ceriain sembermess within
theizx depihs warned him that his pexiod of pleasurable reflsctinn would be
teief.

#I4 is certainly a fine beginnlag to the day,” she muraured,

For e fewr momeuts they continued to observe the palace grounds, en;}oying nature
at work and play. Then, Tiara turmed to him and quletly ssked, "Do you have regrets
oveyr the course you have now choseny"

A eghadovw crossed over the Halssr's fave., "Yer, I do feal the loes of s valued
ally,” he elowly answered., "However, the time is now and a new experience awaita
with a new friend.®™ '

Tiara szlled gently. “How pleaaanﬂs philosophical you have become."

The Kalser laughed. *"That is vour influence, ny dear.”

She snilad gally and simply shook ber head in meck chiagrin.

"Well," she sald, "You must adglt that once we purged Hasputmann®s min:lona from
thelr posts in the amed forces and the diplomatic corps. matm seemed to have
proceedad quite aloely...so far." -

"Yes," the Kalser mussd, "Things have begm to iaprove quite drmﬂcally £0
it would scem.” He shuddered slightly, yemembering the distasteful diacoveries of
the past few weeis. *Mat horrid Helntzman cxeature and the hest of zoabiss commanding
my northern flests! MHein Gott im Himmel! And similur dealwaod in vharge of Itallan
armies on the penineula; independenit, willful, Mpreaictnble. in lengue with thelr

((RIGEL continues next pasa))

RIGEY, {continued)
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RIGEL (continued)

own devil,.. And all of this Rasputmann's work!" '

"Have you determined whether oy not the Italian Prine Minist.er 15 a zombis. o
perhaps a clone?" Tiara asked. :

The Kaiser remained silent for a few moments, “No, that has ,vet to be determined,”
he finally replled. “Befoxwa his famlly disappesred, we did, of course, have the
opportunity to questions‘ithem. If the Prime Minister is ; of 'the undead. well, he's
done one hell of a Job convincing his wife otherwise..."

*Be that as it may," he sald, "ths dle iz cast, We must eontinua to pa:otect
ourselves row,"

"Are you sure?" Tiara proved. '

"Are you sure?" he asked her, turning to stare into her syes.

Tiara held her gagze sSteady and replied in the affimmative. “Yes, my lord, all
has been done as must s dons, because Rasputmarm indeod has defected to the Russ
Turkish comblne.”

The Xalser nodded his head sbruptly. "Then let us proceed...”

GERMARY to @M: Yes, you are right sbout the use of "Nels"; I do not encourage that
nickname, Also, my deaxr BRUX, both Kielman and Heintsman have thelr "e® and "i" 1n the
proper place. Hemember, those names ars German, noi English! In German, “el" is
pronounced a long 1, and the reverse, "le", 1s pronounced as a long e: hence, sieg
heil (seeg Highl). Reilly? Well, I don't know about Irish names...
VIENNA: Serious note here about RIGEL II, guys. 1'd love to play another game with
everyone here because we've had such a good time and have a group of good playera
together, I fear, however, any overt efforts to try to “recreate" the special qualities
that make RIGEL what 1t 1s, Such attempts usually fall far short of the event
they're trying to resurrect because they are different events st heart. I'd rather
see us all enjoy RIGEL while 1t lasts ~- and If we want to make a go of another game
to more or less keep in touch oxr to have fun within the context of that game for lts
own sake, then I'm all for it.
VIENNA: Keep in mind, all you who forgot, that last VD was Black Press lsswe., We
all know who really wrote all that “Sweeney" press, don't m?
BRUX: Only his GM knows for sure!
MOSCOW: This, my drocgs, is in compliance with the demands of Reilly, the cat-napper,
Rich Reilly, the Sultan of Turkey in the RIGEL game, is a wonderful human being
(even though he 1likea the Doors) and he deserves a fate much better than the one that
the RIGEL has dealt him., In the past, I have insulted him. In the past; I have
huriliated him. In the past, I have wrltten much better press than he. In the past,
I have lled to him, ' I live in a much betier state than he dees. ((Choke.ss)) I
have a much more beautifivi wife than he does. I attended a great university (Ball
State), and I studised a far supexior subject than he, BUT DON'T THINK THAT HE'S A
WORTHLESS HIMAN BEING THAT STEALS POOR, LITTLE DEFENSELESS KITTY-CATS WHEN HE FAILS
MISERABLY IN ALL OTHER AREAS, He is really OK, and you should ignore all the insults
that I have given him'«- only 90%{ of them are 'I'.r\.le You see, Rich never wanted to te
a Turkey. He wanted to be a lumiprjack.
Secondly, I now swear that I wil) uphold all agreements sulmitted to me from this
point on in the name of the RAT glliance.
ONE MORE FOR THE ROAD IN VIEMVA: | It was late in the evening of April 15, and your
huable narrator, layal, scream Doomle that he is, was reading through the latest
parody of a Rich Reilly press release for the seventh time, to insure the permanence
in his memory of ths" fa.ct that parod.iaa don't eclipss the glory of the original, but
rather enhance it.
RUSSIA to CUPCAKE: OX, Eo I 1ied to you once, Why don't you lie to me, and we'll
call 1t even?
VIENNA to WORLD: In case no one else noticed, thay‘ve begun to pu‘bliah foisthe
ame

demo gume in Diplomacy World, If we can just switch plaoes with them
ensured foreveri Zlﬁmﬁ! And you th:l.nk 1t isn't now?!)) ’
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. :Zl‘}'se s;lutionﬁto last mogth's puzzle 88 GOl NS i
s shown heve. ere were four errors; « - R M
not three as stated elsewhere this ish. :,;(':EL‘ ig::Ag::’; *: 'AI;HA
The exrors are outlined in my reply to =
Kathy's leiter, _ RIEIT LAILT114]T{I (0N TIE|N LIAIYIELR
Scoree zlven ars nmber of letters EIR |E 1 siviT [4 RIO|4|D E
left blauk »r filled in incorrectly: ; Rio{L |7 B InILIE ‘W] 1R '
tike Baroo-i, Chuff Afflerbach-1, s Fa|RINE Nlplel R} sl E|LFHIA TS
Bllis-2, Steve Knight-2, Kathy Byrne-i3. Tt = 0 3 E
So Barno, Afflerbach, and Noto tis for MAILIEIX A lHIAIOTW SN MV
first place. Flipping & coln among the Petiip e (RIEINIW oW SIALUTCIEIPIALN
three of them gives (edi_tor pauses and . A DIALD NiolmiA[NER E{SiS
flips a coin) Jeff Noio, for first EANN pliSILTolpICENR T
prizs‘ of 5 free lssues, I“lipping a A NT1E 3l A EIR|B|I1A E|ELP
coin etween the othar two gives {pause) =K SlolT YIRIN|E
Shulf Afflexcbach, for seccond prize of 2 AIT|L [ATSEEEIS|A D - 0 g
frectena. Wil you settle for an LLiAly imlA TR [ES|TIERRHIUIDISION
bonoweble pention, Mike? Thanx to all! ;! i’ (M YT |4 Y0 ]|LIP *
- ErctiR A M "£1S M ilEA 9
o|z{E|nlo] PIE[N ] TiLiAfdiTl
The two items below are from the YACT K10 EPLLIT :-k AG‘-
latest 1ssue of North Sealth, West George. AlR|TIHID] ! [V KT IAIDIE IT]LLE
Thanks much to Terry Tallman for the kind AN 31 SIRERAlolY L]
words and glowing praise. ‘

I have already written the Bruce stuff that you are going to get to in a 1ittle bit but as I ¢it here facing
more and more white space I have to wonder, If he responds will 1t print the whole thing uncut or will he
sanitize and revize as he did my comments on asskissing. There is a giant difference in connotation. Or will
he be get the idea-that I'm NOT looking for an answer, rather, an action. (I hear the little voices, 'Huh? An Action?
Isn't this just. a chance for Bruce to climb back up on his ¢ross and bleed a Tittle more for his Doomfes?')

I put sanitfzing'asskissing' up there with rewording a letter to make it read other than as written. Maybe so
many of his readers have innocent, unwarped minds that such wording will derail them? This wil) all make far more
sense after the next page.

But I'11 admit that even there I have bitten my tongue to & great extent.

In the Jatest Voice of boom Bruce Lin§E;-proud1y repeats the fact that I couldn't come up with something bad
or disparaging about him. His quote of me was accurate but I was in fact waffling on the issue.

Unlike the history of Voice of Doom-where Bruce has often {in the past) published items that should never have
seen the light of day 1 have tried to keep my own feelings about the more objecticnable and disruptive hobby
members out of print. For one, uniess I'm willing to go through and prove my case 1t's Tess than creditable to
Just sit down and call names. i : ’

And secondly, 1 would have to betray several confidences to prove my case,

And third, based on what I've seen floating around in other sZzines feuding isn‘t any fun unless your mood is to
really get down and roll in the mud,

Bruce also mentions that he started a novice game some time back and everything is hunky-dorry. Fine Bruce.
1 played under Bernie Oaklyn as a novice (I was in one other game-third move) and I consider his policies to be
no less arbitrary than your own. Merely different,

In both Le Front and Yoice of Doom reason occasionally took/takes a holiday and the gm's parsonal point of velw
takes over, This is fine if the player goes in knowing the unusual is Viable to be the norm.

Playing under Bernie was a challenge because you were told by everyone up front what a mistake 1t was. And yet
I never had any real problems there, The flip side is that I do know of some people that Bernie made major errors on
that destroyed any chance of the game being regular.

By the same token there are very few warnings about Bruce aside from the fact that he's a ‘strict' gm. What's
a strict gm? Does ne not accept late orders? Does he not ca)l on deadline day? Does he take letters that were in-
tended as private correspondence {protected by copyright law by the way-I'm sti11 hoping to be involved with the
hobby's first copyright lawsuit. I've discussed this with Dr. Pembér, expert in Communications Law at the University
of Washington and both Berch and Linsey could be Siepped  from publishing another word if the parties involved were
willing to spend a few bucks on lawyers) and spread these letters all over the hobby? Does he expect one level of
judgement when he attacks someone and another level when someone attacks him or those persons he 'ltikes'?

While still waffling 1ike crazy this gives a loose framework for why I would never send a subber or a plaver to
Yotce of Doom. And why 1 would be extremely hesitant to play there myself.

For what it's worth 1've had the flu for a week and 2 half and am not in a cheerful mood. Bruce sends the page
from his szine that he mentions me on whenever he does, 2 courtesy I appreciate but not one that I always follow-
depends on the nature of the comment,

But anyway, if the sun was shining and I had a cold beer in one hand and a hot wench in the other my attitude
might be softened, But I doubt it. Voice of Doom suffers what I think of as the 'high subber number-immunity
syndrome'. 1n short, if you have a hundred or so people getting your szine and aren't getting any letter bombs
in the mail then you must be right,

((One of publishing's finest rewards is being appreciated. -~ BL))



A\ 15
Toadybashing and Toadystashing

. B N o L -

Toady: a mindlesa. ooplms?:}»m who Windly concurs with anyihing anothexr says or
does. First defined Yy .John'Michalskl end Bob Clwea n1981. | :
Baghing: the sot of tearing down anéther's ides other than by attacking tho idea
directly. This can taks tNe form of & personal attack on the proponent of an idea, or
a mlsrepresentation of the i‘dda. 1ts‘aJ.f.ff‘ First defined bgllark Boreh in 1983.

Stashing: the sct of defending an idea other than.by supporting the idea directly.

usually takes the form of olaimfing ‘that an idzd 1s @good because various other
people agres with it. This group of people is called a "stash" -- thus the tern
"gtashing”, Firet defimed hy BRUX Linsey in 1964, ’

That's the history of the root words involved ia the gopoapts I am atout to define.
when one stope to think stout 4t; mshy:drzussnte:in postil Dijlomsoy ocenter mot around
the merits or weskneesea of an 1deas, but rether around tie identity of the pexson who
propossd it, or who supporis or does not suppoxrt it.. - -

“Consider first the act of bashing. It's common snough to read of someons tearing
down an idea other than by directly criticising that ides: I'm no more imocent than
anyone slse, of course. A8 an excellent example of this coneider sy play "Roll Over
BeethovenCon", Was this “"bashing"? : Of course’it was -- tather than glve logical
reasons why I felt ths diptax was a poor idea, I used a flotionallved event to malke
both the proponent und his idea look ridiculows. Is there anything wrong with this?
Not necessarily. In e sense all satire cotld be loossly dsfined, at least, as bashing.
Bob Olsen's pecent portrayal of me as the Lou Cosssti of ‘Postel Diplomscy falls into
this category too -~ and 1t's ons of the funnisst thinga 1've ever read.

But now we come 1o Mpﬁ, 2 far move sinister type of animal. “Toadybashing”
may be defined as the act of ng down one's idea by dismissing all of the proporent‘s
supporters as toadlsse, therehy. isolating the proponent. “Phis technigus has been used
most extensively by John Boardsan of ustark 1o his attacks on fake gines and thome
who produce them, In fact, the clasalc exam of toadybashing was presentad in YD #47,
in which Boardman accuses Jim Willidms of being a hoax ocveated bty Gary Coughlan. Why?
Boardman had previously attacked Coughlan for his "acts of forgery" -- the publlcation
of fake issues of VD and Detaliation. When Jim ¥illiasms wrote to Boardman in defenme
of Coughlan, Boardman was incapable of xofuting Jia's argments, sc his dsfense '
mechanian was simply to quastion the very existence of Jim Williams, And that, readers,
is toadytashing carried to the .extrems, . = .~ .- - o oo :

Another instance of toedybashing oocurred recently in'the ‘Peges of Ed Wrobel's
Politease. In trying to refute my ruling on the double ordere he sulmitted for the
NEPTUNE geme two years ago (yep «- %ﬁgﬁ ggol), be glilly tells me in print that
"you chose the ocmbudaman™ and that pall vespondents; a majority of whom aupported
my ruling, were “"your own people”. : This is indesd.a very effective way of demollshing
ny position, at least on its surfags., The implication is thal the ombudeman and sowe
of the reat of my readsrs are pindigss toadlss who:cannot tHink for themselves;
therefore their opinions are automstically invalidated and BRUF in facl stands alone.
Bui when examined, this strategy doss:two things dlmultemsbusly: 1t downgrades the
people who concurred with my position siaply by vefusing %o recognise that they are
capable of drawlng their own conolysions independently, while et the eeme time relleving
Ed of the necessity of formulating & logical argument for his position. (When was the
last time anyone heard Ed Wrobel try to show '} ; that hold + aupport is not a
doutle ordsx? Uh huh, I thought so. With his command of the language, be would ha
uo trouble formulating such an argument Af ona existed.) :

So much for bashing and tosdybmshing, We will now examine the opposite concepts:
stashing and toadystashlng.

Stashing, remembex, is the act of claiming that an idea 18 good because other
people support it. And, Just as I pleaded guilty to certaln instances of bashing, S0
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mrust I confess to having indulged ia B}.e.shing Fox' instance, when I puhlished a list
of GMs who concurred with ay-rullpg:in the Wrobel AfTalr, that was stashing, not
argulng loglcally., We zse 1t aldithe Mimaly> im‘evemy.zins ln the hoddby, no doubt. When
Gary Coughlan publishes letiers witd side of his feud with Dick Hariin,
that is stashing, When a mﬁ‘ﬁﬁ ﬁlﬁ‘ h’é;n ',aiqe Zrounds '!‘hng, tho ombudsman
took his side, %‘t 15 stashing. ‘Yn s} of ‘thess exdnples, the. person or people who
are being citsd'Hd stipporters” ﬂoﬁiﬁ'ﬂa thd #aath of the one who 1s defending his
position, Pariieylarly whep 4% 1a:condisad withie: good, solld, loglecel argument;
stashing is an effective wagpf) smguing At favar of a posilon., And in many cases, I
might add, a ge:ﬁgctly valld may @8 Wl sIf a @ can show that’ 4on other highly~
respected GiMs agree with his ruling, then \hat becomes. z perfeoily legitimate argument
in his favor.

But pow we oppe. to ‘toadiateshingi a:;fa:more. sinlster concept, ’"'Ibadyatashing" may
be deflined as,the, aed, of, Seeptingsew’ aposdbion: through ihé ¥ of anonyrous or even
nonexistent defenders, ﬂfmza]:y mm the . propohsat apvear less isolated than he really
is. This technigue has besn enployed timp and time again by the editors of Whitestonla,
to cite the clasgjc exsaple,, How pfjsn did I hesr Kathy tell me, when I was fou
with her, that.aid:of my friends werw: writing her privately and tearlag me apart!
The latest Wpites g Jluatretes the concedh glorlousdly, when John Caruso writes on
page 1 that "Alot of. xgog, py-conpernad firiepds, :have been wxiting or calling, in the
hope of caiming me and hoplpg thatyI.wmen’t: too upset- at what Rod Walker had printed
atoul me in Exefl2i.”. Theyesit is.agsinm the-use of .unnamed defendexs all supporting
John's position asainst Fog, - #hgmby -maklng 1t appear that most of the hobby backs
John and disagrees totaliy- ‘with.Rod.., Now, don't get me wroug. I can't and don't
deny that these supportera.exisie 0§ course they do, though the  wording (and my
own kuowledge of pecple’s.gegeral: -vawdllingness Lo ‘take sides in a feud in a1l but
the most extroms cagas) leaves:we gupious as to thair exsct mmber. Moreover, I will
go on the record. right oW as saying thap. I porsonzlly Jc not back Rod 100% 4n hie
dispute with John, . Thexe haye-been valid points raised Ty both sides. But that's
beside the point. The point A, that John 15 using the sivatogy of. toadystashing ae a
substitute for arguing his case logically. I wauld much mwrefer, at least, to see him
rlse to the lewvel of out-and. ourd 8tazhing: name Th: peornie and print thelr letters,
or if thelr letters are not for prdni thon den't moniion ‘heir exAstence io begin with.

Another instance of toadynmns coowtrad . in the 1iiuet issue of Politesse. I've
already quoted the passage on page::R of thds ismmoer-:it’s the comment by &d that some
anonynous but well-respscted dipdomite called my deoiaﬂ:bn'-t'!"ass;nine",y and that one of
the 0Ms who concurred with the muling wrote i5 Bd "to disisvow affillation with Bruce's
views.* Well, who ave the people -dnvolved? . Bd refuses io name them, presumably
because I'm 21) of A sudden going 4o juap down thelr thyoats for committing the cardinal
sin of disagveeing with me. - I Fully helieve thai thass people exist; and what's moxe
I have a very good idsa of who the %iwquaﬁhn might he, If I had to guess, I'd
even venture that both of the unnmd parties are géod friends of mine, and would
renaln so even if I were to di.soo:vqg thelr ideniltdeas, : But that's not the point. The
point 1s that Ed Wrobel is using aponymous. Sypperieis as a substituts for a good
logical argument to advocate his slde of the imBvs. .And brother, let me tell you how
easy it 1s to say anything you wani about someons 3:2 you oan remaln anonymous. You
can, if you 1likes, resort to ngme~calilng, half-ixuths, lies, or whatever yon want; and
who can defend himself from ithat 1f. the pullisher is willing to provide you with the
shleld of anonmity? So Ed's acti.o,n is mdystaahj.ng carrled to its extrems. Wowld I
be far off basa if I were to sugges: that a falrver course of actlon would de for Ed to
nams the people invoived; or (if they don't want itheir n=mes used, as appears %o be -
the case with the writer who told EQ “don't print this") to omit the references to
their letters entirely?

A3 a slide note, I have no objections to printing znonvmous letiers nyaelf There
are two of them in this issue, in fact, But read those letiters and decide for

anbime
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youraelf whether the wriler was using his anonymity as a shield for the act of toady~
staghing, or whether he had a legltimats reason for remalning anonymous.

That about wraps this up. We now have clear definitiona of the terms "toady-
bashing® and “toadystashing”, and can hopefully recognize these tacties if and when
they vecur, And I know I'm right. You see, I have a1l these letters from well-
reapacted dipdomlites who Bgree with me...

From Fol Si Fis #6...

How to Lose a Game

by Randolph Smyth

Anlld a multitude of "aautoww artialea, it was not diffioult to settis cn a
unique and Anformative subject for this ome. A "loss® here is defined as elimimation;
it is clear that simple FMRs will Jjust nmot do, as the GM will in most cases simply
remove you from the gsme, and the opportunity to lose then devolves on your replacement.

A truly spactacular loss, with six othar players all allisd with you and destroying
you anyway, is a far mors difficult goal than a “win"; thexe is the advantage that
few, if any, of youxr opponents will fight toath and nsil to stop you. A saocoth
operation can bs exsouted without ﬂair knowledge of your plan. before, during, aand
after the event!

losa? Oma moy well ask, why win? Some would answer, "Because the rules say
that’s the Objeot of the Game.” Suwe, but that's part of the Teauty of the technique;
you can cheai by tweaking the most important rule, and get away with it! What fum!
Besldes; wina sare a dime a dozen, whils a bsautifully estrated loss ocan make you
fanous almost overnight.

Those high on the ratlng lists hava 2dditionsl incentive to lose. Imagines at
the beginning of every gams, 8ix opponants thinking, “Gee, ha's too good for us -~
we ‘ve got to gang up on him." If this majority view is correct, the supsrior player
will hold out for g deoadns ox so, particularly when playing Auetria with so many
meighboure available for atiscks but eventually even the most incompetent opposlition
will put him out of the game. Does he want to go through this time after time? No! -
far bstier to bomb out 80 spectacularly in a single geme that no opponent can take hle
ahi.uty sexionaly thersafier, whatever his ra
(ot e S et S b (02 s ity e, T et A

sho “’mu While hﬁs uvers required for ﬂnulekmk

euone
killa" are obvious to the polint of vulgarity, and uire rfeot timing and comp
cooperation frem the oﬂur powers, . = P
Total snnihllat&on of units is an interesting method of losing — masterful technique
will leave some mlgnoenunatn.l in your hands, uhichﬂwnmrthpmudo-mutral
status, anﬁ.ﬁ. b.v the surviving pl'ayera, they azre a constant reminder

of your

chn:.eu.nydmmu andatthamptimthemtmorablel
nethod. the " Data" or hokmrd Taverse) stab, It may take meveral years to set up a
position ulmm ﬂ}tOI.m yo centers results can be uall worth
.offo o ot m o ur eunteg. whils t.okam re

hrhzg of power" amo

dou e-mga uk{ng -- an as niahins one-aeaagg el tlon
ten-center yowdr h e

Iz‘mhtwthsm ulhitadeo der the sin stmthodotall.
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Erisogly smsie, gltank oweyote, wrily douetvs press; aad wt Just offeng nﬂ?mt

recover from

casen te quile effisisnt abeit helping you achieve your ends,
Variations sxe endlesas- each T aust expe: t. to £ind his favorite s
It is hoped that this broad outline furnish a sgr!ngboard for the more

cated treatiaes o neoeseary for tht fuil eluocidstion of this muing subject.
{(Randolph Smyth’s articles about Diplomacy axe truly the best there are! -~ HL))




The Gossip Column
From Ig Lew: |

1 remember a trivia contast in DD. xeading it 1 scribbled down the answers 1
knew and looked up one or titwo easy ones, figuring 1 didn't have the time to look up
enough answers to gzt a good score, 1 didn't nail my entry. a few months later my
scrlbbled entzry popped up and i locked at the results only to dlscover that 1 would
have won. when the aquote contest first came out 1 was convinced that there'd be a
half dozen 100% entries, 80 my research would be wasted time because 1'd still only.
have about 90. now it looks 1like histoxy might repeat itself if 1 don't get off my
butt & type up my fifty-some plus educsted guesses.

well well 1 see you can fill a 70-page issue without me, dbut by golly you can't
fi1l a 72~-pager without me. . i've been writing at my usual -pace dbut nothing seecms to
get tgithe maillbox. hopefully, i intend to type them up (they’re hopelessly scriibbly),
daleting ihe redundant, obmolets, and partlculariy boxing parts; and hopefully, 1
expect the wpesult will be somewhat coharent. . maybe Iin 2 week or two?

my opinion of your HRs 1s that they are moatly winecessary (and as such, even -
"3i1ly") but they certainly don't hurt ‘anything, in my idea of a fine game the . .: . -
player has only a vazue idea of how the gm will run ‘thlngs but signs up anyway; the gm -
has & pretty good ldea of what he intendse to do, but hasn't thought ocut everythinag. :
if the player later tecomes interested in how a situation will be ruled, he caw ask
the gm, and the gn wlll tell him. 3if something comes up the gm hadn’t oconsidersd, he
considers it at that itime, and his ruling won't be Loy unusual (in my idea of & fine
gane) though it might take the player by swrprise or even hurt his position a bit,
but the player deesn't mind too much and 18 good-natured about it. 1 can {and have)
played a game like thls under a gm llke dick martin; but i can just as easlly play a
game like this in ¥D. 1 don't need to heed brux’s warning and read the hre flrst,
and when i wonder _"Eout something, 1 can look it up (which 1 might point out 1s not
easler than asking the gm) or 1 can not ook it up and let brux surprise me. 8o 1
don't see how it can be malntained that strict gming doesn’it sult unstirict players.

cortainly the most ridiculous notion held by your hecklers is that youwr housérules
are somehow responsible for the crimes of your gming. you can correct mé if 1'm wrong,
but 1 got the lmpression that if you were to abollsh your houserules, you'd continue
to run your gamesa the axact same damn way. with your HRs you are just annouﬂcins you:r
intentions baforehand.

you'll find it intercsting that 1'?3 )et to read any rigel pz'esi! (of a.;ur umr
siAds luna). 1 dread that 1'l1 probably have to to pick up 5 or 6 quotesi

isn't there any besldes me who thinks the hobby is already big enough,: or maybe .
even too big? limitlng growth seems to be the most popular &xgumant agaimt honbbgr
"anarchy" (a texrm which dissolves at any attempt to define it), -

1 suppose we could make a case for 8PI, or whichevexr, being betta‘r ﬂza;n AH .
we consider games originally designed by AH. as i recall, that would Giibuslify’
diplonacy, kingmaker, rail baronm, tltan, source of the nile and protably, nomu.

when 1 heard it, it was "why did the givaffe stand on its ‘hend?" f(m.trip .
birds) thie came from the same book which ‘had ”what's grey?" "a mgl‘tﬁd, ppngﬂifn" 'which
scemed fimny at the time anyway. . -

% thisk mr berch's peacs of mind’ argument about the qnbuddins Queetion mlhlu
the similer argument in the season separatlon question. without apelmenox & playeT
can request, separate seasons and still have to write multiple conditional’ pyders oY
conditional negotlation, the avoidance of which was hls purpose in requas%&:pn aapa‘ra'tion.

1 heard someone say today that when referring to geese there 1la a special. uon:‘f :
for a maje goose (gander) whilst a female goose 1s just a female gogses that la; .
"gandey” means male goose and "goose" means female goose o godoe of aither sex,« rand
somshow this discriminated against the femals membders of the sSpecies; presumably
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because they were denied thelr own separate nawme. thils mninded me that the word

"man" used correctly) refers to men of either species or to only male men, while
"woman" refers to female men. this too is considersd discriminatory towaxd ihe

females of the speciss, this time because they aren't being represented in the word
which refers to both sexes, i'm not quite sure 1 understand this, but 1 never belleved
the notlon of language boing discriminatory azainst anybody anyway.

i believe the rumors that high school students are  ignorant of writing sk.ﬂ:l.s
(% may 3gnore them sometimes but i'm not ignorant of thegp). - 1 have the dublous
priviege of typesetting (yes, 1 am a typist by trade; you'd have never guesssd) two
of the locael high school newspapers and i coxrect gwoss erxors of punctuatlon and
spelling without blinking an eye, and 1'd like to expunge the multitudinous extrameous
words like "anyway", "besides, "furthermore”, "spsaking of which“, "anyhow" and
others, which the klds seeh to think no sentence should be without, as well as the
quotation marks which 1itter the pages and have no” discernable purpose (not even a
misguided ome); but alas, my employer doesn't give me that liberty., sometimes 1 wonder
if the teacher even regde the papers.

1 haven't seen any genuinely mmorous bloopaxs, but some ave sort of cute. the
latest lssue lncluded a mentlen of some small tovm in. mshinshon state with the note
that it's “pronounced just 1like it sounds®.

1 think reagan has done some silly things, but BY cmrrt thoughte on politlcs
are that my knowledge of politics probably pute me mund the 75th percentile in
tho natiom, but that isn’t neexly enough to bave an ‘Antelligent opinion about who
mekes a better president. i've haidly been follow.tng the demccratic presidential
primary -- 1've read a few newaweeks which were lying around and it reminded me of
the raiders vs. the redskins, someldy told me mondale. 15 moderate in foreign policy
and 1iberal in domestlc policy, while hart is libexel in foreign policy and moderate
in doemstie, - if i understand those words, 1. favor hart. but not enough to do anything
about it (like vote).

1 honestly don't krnow what "prayer . m achnol“ is sbout, ‘aze the dabating whether
to set aside time for praying (like they do th:ogedge of alleglance) or are they
debating whether anyone is sllowed to pray in ol at all? it seems pretty silly
to me to Say that praying is banned aliogether in a school. i can't see how it hurts
if some kid prays quietly during lunch or between alasses, or even in clasas if he
lan't supposed to be doing something else and he doesn't bother anyone.

f tri-aldb is 2nd most comron gp0i move? 1'd have gueesed f stp-bot. what
about 4th? a ver-kie? a rom-van? R B

1 stil1 think the houserules shouldn't have won. let's pretend that in winter
1907 1 own 17 dots, not including edl. in sp08 all units are ordered to hold except
ny fleet in clyde which i move to edl. 1in fall 08 the other units are egain ordered
to hold and 1 order f edl-syrla. does the rulehook win for saylng that an illegally
ordered unit mnust hold? what if 1 had ordered f edi-noxr? -what if 1 ordered i edi-
oth and the russian player ordexed f mwy-nth? dqes he win for bouncing me? or
what 1f 1 add £ lon s f edl-nth and fxance orders f eng-lon, does france win for
cutting my support? or do 1win¢very AL game at my house bacause i own the board
and therdfore contxol 18 dots? or doas the rulebuok win every game by stating that
controlling 18 dots constitutes a win? or what ;f... _

in your momopoly game, 1 thiok you are wrong in stating that brad did not have
the right to be plesed; but othemae 1 agree, (although 1 don't see why you're
upset about him conceding. )

at ons point in our saga of titan-playlns- 1 knew which stack had doug's titan
aud generslly had a pretiy good mea of what was where, bYeing a olever boy he picked
up one of my stacks and lookad at it saying “"oops, 1 bumped your stack, i guess you
get to look at one of mine" and wes prepared to do the same to the other stacks
except that 1 quickly saw vwhere .'s.t was headsd, 1 don't think we ever finished that
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game but now we 8es there's little point in playing if we don't agree not to do
things 1like that. i}

at another point in the saga, ws would sta.rt nsariy every game with one of us
saylng "1 conoeda. ‘you win; tut let's play 1t cut and see whose titan would have beon
killed first.”

1'd have only got 8 on dlpspmeas 80 1 peedn't berate mysel.f‘ for not entering, 1
went and said bulgaria on #2 tsk tsk. 1 dldn't even try #9, and indeed i thought you
were Vluffing: come on, a position which can't oceur in spring . 1920 but can in
f211 19207 alsc, 1 might point out that this order is not 1llegal (or is it) f alb
supports gexmen & tyo (which just came from tohemia) to trieste. see what 1 mean?

oops. xnew i sea that history wil) repeat 1tsslf as the deadline is the 1ith &
not the 18th as 1 had thought., (pext you'll tell me the deadiine for ay taxes isn't
the 25th...} -sigh, and 1-d8uld juat taste thoss 15 free issues, well, 1'll send this
alongandyoucant&ilmifimgg Won..._‘ '

( (ye=, you would heve. Steve langloy®s winning eniry had & score of 73; yours
d 74, them's the treaka,

your letters pay be weird, but *bhey'ra among the cleverest things 1 receive here
at ¥D. 1'm looking forward to your other mass of leitere, which wi1l be printed
fazther along if it geis here in time,

your argument about'i legal order for a fleset which mentions tohemia sounds just
like mark terch's arguments for allpwing mislabeled units,

you have the -correct mmssion regarding the role of ny houserules. indeed, 1
have been trying o impress upon certeln people for years that they don't dictate
the zetion inVDy they merely xeflect the rulings i would make anyway.

1 diangree with you when you say. that the hobby ought not to grow. 1 think it
is 0o small, and one of the primery reasons for this opinien ic that there are
st11) many palrs of people who must deal with oné another (dve to toth of them holding
prominent roles in the hobby) yet cannot stand the mention of each other's names., 1
won't be satlzfled with the hobby's size until it has grown blg enough that nobody
has to deal with anybody (in other words, mever),

you meke a very good point in yowr diacussion oy geeso, women, and the Buppossd
diserimlnation found in the English language. 1u additlon, that paragraph 1s < 'one
of the most hilarious things i've read in 3 long time.

actuzlly, you understate the ¢ase when you say that hlgh scheol studenis are
ignorant of writing skills, until i became a teacher, 1 nsver would have balleved
the number of illliexate or seml-literate high school students, most of whom will
graduate Just the seme, since tsachozrs have this - Insane desire to kecp thelr Jjobs.
i saw some really msad cases when i taught. you and 1 and moat other doomles were
not exposed to this when we ourselves were high school students, since we wore in the
advanced tracks, but even tha"average® students fraquently have troublz writlng a
grammatical sentence. 1t's sad; £ 2 really 1s.

cne of the reasons i am opposa(z 4o prayer in school le that it's alther unfalr,
or a waste of iime, that is, if theore is a god and it 1lstens and responds to kids'
prayers, then those kids have an mn‘.‘ai:: advantage over the others when it comes to
such things as tests; whereas If there isn't a god {or 1f it deesn't respond to such
prayers) then the whole exerclse of praying is a waste of time anyway (which in my
opinion is very probsbly the case). plus, 1 am in full agreement with the moxe
conventional arguments against the practice, like the possibility of kids being
harrassed because of how they want to pray (or not pray).

1 waen't upset about hrad conceding the monopcly game; i was upset that he let
it ruin his evening, and therefore mine. hey, why are we whiepering like this?

my idea of a fine game is just a 1little bit different from yours. 1in my 1dea of
a fine game all seven players and the gm do nothing but eat, sleep and play the
game; any other activity detracts from the optimiszatlon of the players’ negotlating
effectiveness and therefore destroys the game,))
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From Steve Langley (4/18/84):

Dear Bruce, S o ‘ o ' ‘

I very belatedly got around to veading VD #93 today:: I usually got an hour or
two a day for Dip at work, but lately work has cut significantly into Dip. Be that
as it may, I did finally read VD #93. Lo : o '

I agree with your position on leiters. I 4lellke to see excarpting done.
Sometimes, I write in unconuected chunks, but oecaslonally I develop a theme through-
out a letter, Such wss the case ina letter to Anduin that Eric eplit into three
parts and presentsd az excerpts on three vopics. The excerpts were cut of order of
presentaticn, and the theme I'd attempted to develop mas left on the cutting xoom
floor. As to -where you can send yowr letters, you memtlaned a few places that you
can't send thep -~ but what of Mos Fislay. +? - John still sevems to print letters,
uncut, and his subzine isn't yeti defupot (X.hops). . For that-matter, you have VD as . a
great pletform. I seo no lmpropristy in volcing your visws in your sine, especially
if you can’t 28t a letter prinied in another sine. In fairness to your readers, I°d
think you'd want to give them full refersucee to the materisl. (pexhaps to the point
of quoting it in full) that you are answvering., There 1s nothlng more confusing or
misleading than one slde of a conversation, R LI '

Speaking of confusion -~ I didn*t defend Peery so nusch as atiack your play
{referring to your rxesponse to James Woodson), ' Kidding Laxry about being the taxman
is well within bounds, My complaint wes that several~tewen pages of Beatles satire was
just too tedlous to read. I've aince forced myself to read it (I got a complaint
from a Peery supporter who thought you wont too far and wanted =ome agreement, I
suppose) and my initial judgement astands -- it was a cute idea but 1t wae several
times too long for what it was. e

Have you heard of Alarums and Eycursiona? That wae (and may etill be) a weekly
zine put out by the dungeons and Dragons contingency of the Los Angeles Sclence Flotion
Socisty. It was availabtle io anyons who contributed a page or mere and typically ran
over 100 psges. I kpow it went through issus #42 (of which I wiote a few pages) and
8o, suspect it well excesded 2000 pages, Of course, 1t is another game, and another
hobby than Diplomacy, and so probtably doesn't ocount. What of Graustark? It's been
around for 20 years. 100 pages a year doesa't sound too unlikely, tut I must admit I
don’t know what size 1s typical for Graustark., Certainly, VD is the largest collection
of pages of any living zine, excepting possibly Graustark, and promisss to outstrip
all others in months (years...decades?) to come. At a rough eatimate, you are averaging
50 peges a month, Page 3000 " isn't all that far away.

Whether or not the hobtby will grow or stagnate is moot. We are stlil a lcosely
comnnected group of individuala. Some of us are linked, via sines that we read, with
othersy who are linked via zines they zead wlth etill others, that may or may not
share atill other sines with us, agmin. We come znd we go as the : - river rolls on.
¥e can't be"organized" because thare is 1no way to: keep us from doing ouxr own thing
outside any "organization”, This may be stagnation. It may bs healthy. The adjectlives
don't really affeot anything. Dipdor has pretty much defined itmelf. Perhaps an
"organisation” could tring lots mqre people into the body of dipdom. Perhaps not.

It doesn't really matter because the cass really can't bé tested. Arguments about
it are fun but not as relevant as discussions of hougerules, & - '

Dipdom will change and grow ag the people im it and the framework changes. The
E-mail situation is a came in poipt. E-mai) is quite new, and Xt will grow to a -
point where it will cease to bes a eplinter and start to.be a hobby wmtu itself. It
doesn't matter whether we, as dippers, approve of E-mail or not. It existss
1ts avallability will grow. It may (potentislly it will) becoms a larger megment
of dipdom than the postal hobby. Someday, there may be a movement to deny Boaxdman
Numbers to non-E-mall ganes because they axe different enmough from the "standard"
as to be irregular. And, nons of it really matters, because the people involved ave




now (and still will be) individuasls who will do just as they please.

I wondexr what we can learn about one ancther via the answer to the questions
*Have you ever seen a bullfight? Would you want to? UWhy? ¥Why not?" But, I never
have, other than as steged in movies., - I'would wot go out of my way to see one,
nelther would I go out of ny way:io: avold oney bsemuse I belleve Jn taking life as 1t
cones without prejudging it not applicatle.

Perhaps I gave nyself away there.. 'I £ind myself in full agreement with your stand
on ombudsmen in regards to. Foursslf. ..At the same time, I will refer any problem that
right arise in ny gomes to ap ombudsmah, chould 2 player so request. The near
contradictlon might be explained in my answer to ths bullifizht questlon. for the
most part, I have full confldence in the peopie GMing games I play. Some of then make
more adjudication exrors. than I Xike; and T woudd .. lie 1f I eaid I plan to play
wlth them again. I have yet to "need” an ombudaman and doubt that I ever will. Then
again, I may run inso a GM=who xdfuses to allow A Mun-Kie some day, for whatever
reasol, and I will-probably:go to & hlgher couri should he refuse to change his mind
or justify ic my satisfaction why A Mun~-Kie 1e mot an acceptable order. (Do you get
the impression I'm Just hlaﬂxaring on? I dol)

{(T don't ~- your comments are oextremely well done and serve to illustrate why
soma GMa are better off with:a pellcey of guaranteed arbitraticn in a dispute.

Well, I was only bolng seml-serious when I asled who would give me a place to
serd py letiers. Andulp in fact:sesmed to be reverting to the old policy of printing
lettera in their entlrety lasi iesue, bui you'rve right -~ I have my own forumm in VD,
and T use it, ahem, guite extenslvely. :

So, the play was foo long, eh? Okay... :

I haven't heard of A and B -~ Dungeons and Dragens 1s not my bag. Actually,
though, VD I believe ranks third among active putlications in page count -- Graustark
is of course well ahead of me, and I beliove Greatest Hits probably le as weil.

Your remarks sbouit E-mald are very foresightful. A= you say, none of this hoorla
about Lrregularity really ma.ttera, bocguse peorple wﬂ! play the games they went to
play.

No, I've never seen a bullfight. Somshow the idea of being e spectator to a
agvags murder holds no attraction foir me. Alas, my feeling on the matgaer is fax
from universal.)) . o

Fron (‘4-/10/81!-)3
(anonymous)!‘
Dear Bruce,

I was plamning to write you some time ago, but 1i seenmed like I mevex had the
time or I always forgot to do it. "

I am a2 new member of postal Diplomaey since this winter. Ronald Brown sent you
my name and in return you sent me Superrova, which I recelved in December.

First, I must tell you I read and re-read Supernova with great intevest, and I
have to give you the proper credit:for 1t. It is very well cdone and very helpfaml for
beginners., The ariticles I liked the moat were "Gloom and Doom™ by Randolph Smyth,
"Game End Phllosophies" by Frengols Cusxrier, and "Life After the Knife* by yourself.

Ons thing which I found swpmlising was the agressivity in the game-end statemmnts -
I guses a lot of people are taki:s sore games too serlously, and probably can’t step
on thelr pride when loslng,. :

«esAls0, there are some dsta.t‘ls which mn't guite clear for me, and I was wonder<
ing if you could provide me with some explanation.

i. OTB rule: As I undersiand 1t, a player can retreat off the toard, whenever
he has {0 retreat. What iz the reason for thils, and the advantages? And can two or
nmore units retreat OTB without signdoff? How can the unlt come back?
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2, Draw and concesslon vote: Who proposes a draw or a concession? What is a
conceaslon? Why a draw or a concession? ‘

Finally, I was wondering i1f you kmow 4f Bob Alhrecht 1s OK, I'm a subsoriber to
his zine (Batile Statlons) and the last I received was #6 (January). Is it common
to have that of delay? I was planmning to write him, but I thought if he answers
me, he can send the sine.;. ' _ : ' - _ -
. 'That's it for the questlon perlod. Tharks sgain for the nice packet, and congratula~
tions to you and sll the vontribmiors. e .

((Sure, glad to help you get started. I'm printing your letter becauss you ask
several questions of generel interest, and severa) of ny vewer readers may benefit
from reading the answers. ; _ o ' ’

ibe. end-geme statements you read in Superrova wers from 1979, which featured a
rather bigsarre set of players, Fox nts a dit more typichl, see the PEGCASUS -
end-game statements in Volce of Doom #9%, shich jou now bave,

0K, your other questions: any time 2 unit must vetreat, the player is permitted
to rotreat it off the loavd. This is just the way the game was designed, fWhen a
unlt hee no availadblo retreat spaces on the board, it must then retreat off the hoard,
and in this case 1s sald to be annihilated. But dlslodged units always have the
opticn of retreating off the board, and there is no standaff if two or more of then
are ordered to dn mo. :

There 18 an advantage to doing this: when the winter (build and removal) season
comes, the numbsr of imifs on the board must be adjusted to squal the player's supply
center count. By retreating a unit 6ff the board, the player has cone less unit on -
the board and may therefore get a build he would not heve received otherwise, As an
example, Ssuppose you are playing France, and England suddenly stabs you in a fall turn.
Desperate, you wondsr how you are going to defend yourself with no bullde coming this
turn. But walt ~- your Fleet Naplea has besn dilslodged ~~ rotreat it off the board
and bulld Fleet Hrest... you get the 1des. The strategy can be used 28 a fast way
of getting units to the home froat if they are suddenly needed. In fact, occaslonslly
& player who really rseds a build will ask his ally to dielodge onme of his pieces
Just 20 he can do this, ; '

Any player 1ln the game may propose a 2raw or a cobression. A oconcession to a
Player means that all the othexr players sgres that that person is the winmer. Maybe
Germany is at 16 centers, and the players can see that he will get to 18 in a game-
year ar iwo anyway, and they don‘t fgel like 1l 1% out. They could then vote a
concegsion to Gemmany, and the game onds in a German win., .

A draw, or as some players llke to call i%, "shared win", means that the game
ends in "victory" for 4wo or more players, who share the glory equally. Usually
thls oomes about because the players have decided ihat most of the action is over,
and it is clear which countries have played a successful game, or which ones will go
on to wipe out the others if the gs!m continuag, Mpet postal games end in draws,

In oxder for a game to end 1n a’'draw or a concesalon, the vote among players atill
in the gawe must bs unanimous. If there is one player who votes “no", the game must
contlnue. - Occaslonglly, though, a draw comes about because e stelemate ‘hes formed.

This neans that (gemerally) the playdrs are divided into two unbreakable slliances,
and each alllance has galnsd a position which (given the right support orders) ocannot
be hroken by the cther. Sincs no has a chance of proxressing any further in

such a situmtion (barring a stad or s misoxder hy one of the players), many GMs will
declare & draw among all surviving powaxs if the stalsmate remains unbwoken for, say,
three games years. This doesn’t happen vexry often. .

1 know 11tiles about Bob Albwecht, but I hawe heard second-hand maports that hie
sine 18 not noted for rellability. Iong putlishing delays are all too common among
the less relialils members of the pudlishing community; those listed 1;%_@!
genarally have good treck xeooxds, though. Hope I've anawered yeir: q well
enough. Let me know 1f you have any more, and good luck!))
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From Ed Wrobels

Bruce~ C e e S
Several of the avrticles in the March 20 YD ((#083)) interested me, “Flaying to
Win* speaks %o a common melady among gemesters ~- but 1t is not the illness you name.
I'm sure Brad has no cbjection to a winning stratogy, per se; hie veal objeciion is
that your sirategy was effective. The issus is not that onz should play to wim, dut
that one must also kuow how to lose, Had Prad had a bit more Foresighi, he might have
planned for s tims Ifurther slong in the game vhen you oy Jans 1sd. As Rod Walker
polnted out in a recent Evewhon, this has been a difficuli lesson for me to learn. As
& novice playsr I felt {ricked bacause I falled tv realize that the G was zlso an
opronent. Then, when the GM Jdofemted me (and I was up against one of the most notorious
“win-only” (Ks ia all of Dipdonm), I pui ny money back in the tray and weni home. HNow,
uas that right? It was my omn fault that I limited my considexration to 6 other players. .
It's the same with Brad. Stopping the leader waz outside his conception of the zams.
This ssews rildicwlous to regular players of multiparticipaticnal simulatione, prodably
a8 ridiculous as my naive approach to Diplomacy saems ic Ron Brown, but it's simply a
matter of separate and differing realitiss,

Berch's "Noit Ombudeman™ arilcle was very amusing. That maz is a bundle of
contradictions. I'11 bet thers really ave two Berches, like two Ror Browns, but
they both live in Alexandria so it dosan'i do any good to write Mark {Virginia) Berch.
Let’s mot say “Markls" either becauss his enemles overuse that. How about a simple
Dr. Bzreh Jekyll and Mryr. Bexch Hyde?: :

I will have moxs to say about your *"Not Feuding® acticle in a different forum.
Wny should I sell VDs when I can gell Politesse?

The prineiples in "Galning an Ally" ame rather straightforward but it's nics to
be refreshed on them. If I ever get into a game with a doomee, I’1l know what io
wateh foy, though!

Why bemoan the searcliy of letisr columns sans editors? You have an opportunity
to coruer the markei on non-sditdng! (A= well as non-controversy.) But, of course,
you are disgulsing your trus purpose as always, you clever davil. :

Well, A7 I am to becoms a feudlst of BRUXian proportions, I must purchase a few

of your coniroverslal hack issuss. Oxder and check encloassd. Your foe,

Ea

((Alas, most of the back issues you wantad had been snatched up by the eagexr hands
of Nelson Helntzmen and Joan Extyxom by the tims your check arrived. '
You are correct, of course, to point ocut that the OM may be thought of as an
"opponent” 1n a postal Diplomacy game. For ezample, it is the @ (and not one of the
other players) who will throw out your orders whei you miskrite them. Similarly,
the referee in a football game may be thought of as an "opponent” or the players when
he throws his penalty flag. In btoth instances, 1i is the act of a "neutrsl™ party ==
the GM or the referce -~ which has’ damaged the player's positicn by enforeing the rules.
Some psople view themselves as having been defeated by the (M (or referee) in such a
sltuation. Others call it beating themselves. The distinction is purely a matter of
semantlcs, and the cholce of terminclogy correlates very highly with the quality we
know as "sportsmanship”. v ’ ' ‘ oL
Yes, Virginia, there really is s Mark Bexch?! I think there must be two of him
too. How could one person have all the energy that he has? ‘ :
I am amused to hear that you would never stoop to the duplicity sometimes required
in the process of galning an ally. Come back and tell me that after you've played in
a game where your ally has missed a couple of moves, and 28 a result your alliance is
about to be defeated, and one of your opponents writes you with a good countarproposal
to the crummy aliiance you have now.))
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From Don Del Grands (4/20/64):

Hey RRUK: :

No doubt about it this time -~ YOU are in SEKRIOUS tmi‘nle pore inmdihle PAIN and
AGONY axen't enough punishment for this one -~ it's time for the SUPREME penalty -
what do you mean, "What did I do?" Well, I didn't do anything., YOU, on the other
hand, had the NERVE and ummitigating GALL to interrupt my call to Caruso. What was
the big "emergency"? Or was this yet another of your famous hoaxes ~-- and why isn't
it on your 1ist? That does it -~ lei's hope the othexr 98 zillion, 999 yillion,
999xillion, 99%tcateraillion, 999 loyal screaming Dooniesm sitting down,..it's
bigger than your entering a gunboat game in Cathy’s Bn (which adds ADDITIONAL
punishment since she dlamed me for not having }d the month teforehand --
MEANMWHILE, I've got an opening walting for two plma.nﬁ. don't even bother to
sub...)...it's blgger even than my Jolhing a rcgular‘bipm (fi:at one in three
years, I might add)...hore comes the news...

I an coming out east for HaryCon this June -~ will you play it safe and think up
scpe sxcuse for not showing up, or do you considexr this letter a bunch of bluff
(well, the bit aboui PAIN and AGONY probably is, but I gm golng to MaryCon) and will
you humor ~- exr, HONOR, that's the word -~ us with your mn«?

Almost forgot the ADDITIONAL punishment...I'm not quité. sure yet, but the DIP WARZ
veaders out there might bs looking out for the Diplomacy Emperor, TS'R Alex I The
Voloe of Dim -~ er, DCOM -~ to bave a new partner fighting alongside such blackhats
as Lord Sacks Fifthavanue and the ever-popular fawn Boring trying to beat Hod
Seaparter tc THE BOURSS. ({Um, I think one probably has to receive Life of Mouty
to compvehend what all that was about...))

And now for tho Steve/Daf controversy...you're the o that allowed free trading/
passing/giving of information, and since they're btoth aligibdle, Daf has every right to.
take sscond prise. HOWEVER, seirvce Steve and Daf are separate persons, you do have
the right to send Stave 15 issues and Daf 5 -- which means that both Steve and Daf
would receive issuas 95 through 991 (Like I said in the GM Interferencs discussion --
glve the prizes as if the other person had not won., So what Aif they live together?
That's thelr tough luck.,) '

You were Alex's goometry teacher, right? Ko wondar she had troubles -~ she
purchased a carton of nilk, a package of woodles, and some hamburger, and then went
through the express line with two items, Either she was quite thirsty ox she's in
training to be a true Dipper with raw meat? (Take that sny sway you want to...}
((Now, now, let's be nice, shall we? In reality, all she was doing while finishing
hexr shopping was using her nmoodle...)) And she must not Liave done well in
chemlstry olthexr -- as far as I know, the harmful thing in deli food is nitrites (I
can't remember the difference -~ one less hydrogen atom in nitrites than in nitretes?
Chemistry iz not required for a Computer Sclence degree),

As for you, don't accept any Jobs in San Franciasco -- the cuxrent law says that
enployers nust give non-smoking employess maoke-free enviroaaents; if one employse
copplains, no one in that office is allowed to amoke, HNon-compliance by employers
nmmu‘fo'oonpana $500 per day ~~ but don't tell me that the company won't take
At out on the coaplaining empioyse (and if tho swokers conplain that production is
hanpered, why shouldn't the toss fire the complainer?).

One finel note...if you do sk;ow up at MaryCon, don't foz.'gat o add me to your list

1
of 10 Farthest~Away Doomiss You ve Mot... Ney THB BOURSE bs with you...

Don -

((Hah! Pretty decent letter -- you Aidn't even recite the names of 500 wargames!
Sure, I plan to be at MaryGon — what good would it be without me? - (Yon don't have
to answor ‘that...)

Alex 18 taking chemistry mow. I'll hnn her ohide her teacher for the "nitrites"
incident. She likes chiding her teachers...
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The "emexgency” when I interrupted your call to Caruso was that T just had to
£ind out who that tozo was that was keeping me from calling Caruso. Having found
out a few seconds later, 1t was too late not to have interrupied your call, so I
decided to stay on and talk 3o him for a. while anyway. Next time I'm going to call
him, ploase don't you oall’ ﬁli'st.* 'menk FOU. ‘ _

See ya in Virginia! )‘)

From Michael Quizk (4,’20/6’4')& -

Dear Brus, B |

esoinile glanaing hroty 'm #94. I mi.iced a reacopably Antelligent letier from
Tom Swider, It’s nice to Iombw pot all of your resders are redical lefi-wing frulicakes.
I won't bore you With n,y sxtrems Tightewing political views. I just want you to know
that Mr. Swider s not ti¥ by VJ resder with brains,

A nize articls Yy Aléxindrs Tord, but what doos she see in you?!

Keep annoying Brlc "Smomy" Kam, Kane 15 funny whon he gets mad.

((Perhaps =0, perbaps so. Bt I'd rzther enjoy his friendship than keep annoying
him, hey? Besides, I've Dome %o the reslization that practically all of us are Tunay
when we get mad in this hoﬂty The excaptions are a select few Who are pathetic when
they get mad -~ and f.hat doean*t usvally last too lorg.

I was already aware ‘Ehat Tom Swider 18 not the only VD readsx with twaims, AL
Doomies have trains,” Even B4 Wrodel. WNor 1z Tom the only rizhi~winger out there.
He've got James ¥gil, John Kelley, John Michalskl, Ben 8chilling -~ and even the ol'
BRUXer himself, “And Greg Ellis, and probally othezs.

¥hat doos Alex see in me? Well, she likes fo pick on me, that’s all I can tell.
Espscially when she cuts my’ ha.i:r. One of these days I'm golng to insist that she
not use her dad"s oldy bmkan lawmawar...))

From Jamas-wm (ufzpjan);; o
HRUX, ‘ ‘

Noticed my sub was in dangv-r so ratha: than send a lonely check I'1l litter your
mailbox instead,

M=adCon looks to be ahaping up rather we}.,l (Menorial Day Weekend)., To date our
count looks to be 31. Fot bad considering that it is still 2 month away. Hope
XabinKon 1s coming along as well. ((Nope -- it's been cancelled.)) o

Truth to tell, I agree wlth Swidor concerning the RICKL press. I can see how
others woculd be mesmerized by it but I prefer my press to be a 1ititle shorter In
length. A whole issve of RIGEL press 1a 2 bit much, tarrific from your point of view
I'n sure, bui that game almost qualifies as & | separate submine,

I've also got a comment about this matlon's poor and whether or not there is
enough being dons by Pxesmant Reagan. Since the.advent of the "Greai Soclety" over
one TRILLION dollars has been spent on social programs, The numbers of people AND
the percentage of the population upder the poverty level have toth gone up., I wonder
if 1t just couldn’t be possible that these programs have lnastitutionsiloed povexrty
all the while destroylng the incentive to improve one's position in society. Some
welfare type prograns are indeed ngcessary but throwing tax dollars at poverty hasn't
done much to eliminate 1t. Maybe today's liberals should give an honest evaluation to
our welfare state and see 1f, Jjust maybe, the gm(ernment'q spending priorities
aren't in need of a little fim tuning and even some trimmingiin the area of scelal
spending. My comments ave not related to dafense spending, necessarily. Enough of
the real world.

Does Jake Halverstadt's M Plains Gonzo have any openings in his Presidentlal
Polltics game or was that Just a one-shot deal? _

It may help to avold protiems like you've goiten into in the Quotes contest to
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allow one winner per household. It .doesn’t help now but an ounce of preventlon,..
I Daphoe insists that she wante second place I really do not 8ee how it could falrly
be denied her. She is active in the hodby and if she indeed 414 acoumulate the results
fairty witbout aid from Steve she's earned the free issuss, If I were her I1*4 step
aside but it should be her cholce. : _ :

. vsAbout the Quotes contest, I had 10 or i1 (I forget) but didn't send them in,
as being a Doomis for leas than a year ihere was only so much that I could do. I do
think that it was a great contest idea, however, my compliments,

((More on the Quotes contest in reply to one of Steve's letters this lissue., For
now, let me point out that Daf did do the contest fairly, with or without help from
Steva, as there was mo prohiditlon against people working together.

“A whole issue of RIGEL press"?! Thers were 38 other pages in that lmsuel

1 agrea strongly with you that nost welfare programs tend to discourage people
from getting off their Lutte and into the work force, and for that reason T thlnk we
should Yo much more resirictive. A note to all the liberal Doomies out theres I am
aware that many people have good, salid reasons to be on welfare, with no alterntlves.
But there ave a lot of freeloaders too. It infurlates me that my salary i= taken
away from me to pay someone who sits home on welfares because he 18 laty or because
it's moxe convenisnt that going out and working. And those of you who think that's
uncczmon, wall, please open your eyes and taks a good look at ouxr soolety...

Your letiter - gives me the perfect opportunity to plug the two opsnings
I know of in Presidentlal Polities, Jake himself has openings 1n a game that will
he will gueet-~GM in Follitesse, and Greg Ellis is planning to run a game which will
feature n few (mpstly very good, in my opinion) modifications to the original rules.
He will xun vis a flyer to the players. Interesied Doomies should wxrite to Jake
Halveratadt, 1106 Castlerock Dr., Fort Collins, CO 80521 and/or Greg Ellis, 430
Concourse #1612, Houston, TX 77036 for further info. I recommend the game very
highly; it's been loads of fun for me so far. S :

Hope MadCon goes welll)) - '

From S’wva Lanslay(f&/zs/%)s L

Dear Bruoe, . - o : : . .

Thanks for inoreasing my sub.by' those additional 15 issues. As to vhether Daf
should ox should not win, let me say that I wondered myself before we sent in our
entries 3f two from the game (housshold) would ba fair. I decided that John &nd
Kathy would be a similar case. Then 1t dawned on me that dlscrimination against
someone because of malling eddreas was wrong. Daf publishes Magus as much as I, she
has her own subzine, GMs a couple of games, plays ln mearly as many games as I, reads
VD before I get to 809 1i most monthns so she certainly qualifiss as a Doomle. You
afated in the rules that we could ask each other for help, so that she and I oooperated
in searching through pasi VD is within the spirit of the thing. The exira two issues
aren't thet big of a .deal,.on top of the first fifteen, but I think Daf desexves the
prize she earuned. As to the unsigned entxy, you know whose it 1is, s0 why is the
signature a problea? {{Cotta keep all you Doomies in line, that's all. Hut two three
four, hut two three four...)) The question about owr kids was lrrelevant.

Now, on to YD #%. : :

I want to g0 on record as saying .that RIGHL 1s:the top prees gams in my experisnce,
and I xead a1l of the RIGEL press. | Since you have (or Sweeney has) opendd & vota -
for beat RICKL prees, I'd like to sulmit a ballet, of sorts. :

Best Single Belense:; . The Press Wars by Steve Knight. Granted, it was a parody,
but it is an exoellently funny parody. : :

Best Preas Overall: Rich Rellly.
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But the horde in sscond pilace is crowding him closely. Randy Ellis ((Greg,
actually)), Bob Sweenoy, Helntgman, Knight, Kleiaun, and Hars (in the order they
spracg to ~  aind) ave all very talentod press writera, If Reilly wesn'i writing
half of thelr yress, he wouldn't even ba #1. He'd be back with the rest of the horde,

How 414 I miss the Dip Spaces conitest? How would you know how I nlased it?
Actually, I-'ses 1t and kosw I had one answer {1ifted right out of youwr Shexrlock Holmes
puzzle) and got busy with other thivgs and jJust never goi bazek to 1t. Sigh... Thet's
ny favorite sort of puzzls, too. Lot that it wes in VD #94, but 1t cams to madnd, I
hope I don*t let too mich time pass bdetweeon now and woen I'nm flnally adble o ixy the
aroasword puszls,

And Tho Lists of Doom, yet. Isn't thowe anything yon won't do io wake VD more
fur to vead? 1 did wish I had a lot beiter memory when it came to the bost wriiing.
Has the plece of satips thet was wriltien in responsz to ihe phone sthica dlscucslon
on ihe 1ist? Or was it in response o something elss...grrr2i..it's on the tip of ny
memary and 1% wontt show 1tsalf. T think Cha?f or Mlumpher wrots it hut U'm not sure.
Thoare weze ares vigneties, satixlzing a2 previous discuesion ~« must haves bemn “Bioken
Heeord", which 1z on the lisd, Iif it len'i, it should .

S0, BRI the xabld anarchist of Dipdom changes his socks aand goes out in full
suppozt of the Runeatons Poll, I3 there no pluning you down? I enjoyed romding
tardolph's 1itile articie and your interjectlons., Your simplified not score seens
weansnable enovghe. My firet thouwght was to avezage the two scores, giving & +.1 %0
the "gverage" and -.1 t¢ the prsfersnce scores. I ssem to profer the preferences o
A .avcrage.

I don't sgree thet a8 person who cluse}.y follows a zame has to dp so wlth an ullerlor
zmotives I'n fallowing RIGEL with no motise othexr than enjoyncni,  I'm following Hass
Murders, Toa n I and Parlahs for the same measop. S8illl, the falrest Judges for
a (M ave hig/her players, so I have mo qua2vrel with that ruling., I think the top/
bottom §% rule is a poor devioce. Suppose 3 gine gets wotes of 2 0a, 5 7s, 10 8,

10 9=, and & 108, (learly, excepi for the two zeros (cast no doubt by a palr who vote
ornly O, 5 ox 10 tased on their subjecilve Judgemeni as to how Iinteresting a sine is
according to how well they are geiting along with lts pullisher), the voting clusters
right around 8.5 (so0 I fixed the mswple a Littie). The iixowing out of the top and
tottom 8% gats rid of the zexo wotesz and two of the 10 votas, lowering the average Ly
a coupla of 10ths from the 8.5. If a standard deviatiion had besn taken, and applied

a f1ltbex, only the serc woites would have fallen. Uith that sat of wvotes, which
‘lsn t 211 that unlikely a grouplng, I think threwling out two 108 weuld interjeci an
sTTOr into the caloulationa that would skew the poll. If the votes wexes 2 0s,
8 58, 10 6s, 10 78, 2 108, then the standard deviation wowid trinm off the iens and
the zeres, jeaving the cluster in the middle. Of couwrss, it is an extya blt of
calevlation, but not beyond reason. :

By the way, I am taking ovaer the Freshman Zine Pol) (one mois poll than you
approve of?) and will be using Rnndolzh E general -echniquea mept in riltoring tbe
votes, .

It 13 good to sse Alex hasa't stoppad writlng aven if you have had i:o stoop to
veprints of hex work. The girl has 2 tajent. It is good ® d8e her using 1tf -

Aod Bruce, I never said you were selflsh (that will had ‘we freo ms). Juat
haxd to pin down.

({Onve in a while I get a lekter so full of Juley stuff that it mula :}uqt abou*h
maks a pretiy good Gosslp Column all Yy -itself. This letter ia an sxample. Honestly,
as 1 was typing the above, thers were alout four or flwve occasions whave I feli lile
Intermpting zight then snd there to iaterjeet my thoughis! Thanks forx this and -
your other rscent conitrlbutions., Peshaps I should haeve iwludad you :l.n he "15 Haldl
of Fame Doomies™ list. Where to begla...

Regaxrding my support of the Runesitons Polis Back in DRI Spea.ms :ln YD #85, 1
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eiitorisiomed azninst the lasge mnter of polds {among other things) found today in
the he¥hy. 40 shat tine, though, I sentloned that the Runestone Poll was the only
one vibheh rad my Lull suppori, and ihe orly one (outelde of polls run regardlng yo
and its vesders) which would get extensive coversze hewe, [ stil) feel that way,
.:lmo gh my oriticises of coxtaln other polls vary from one to another. In the case
of the Fresaasn Silze poll. I Just don't se2 any gieat need nor intersst factor. It
seems & Wit oedunlont, thet's 2ll.  Certain other polls, like the Toady Foll or
whatever it vas thal I won last year (I think) just are silly. While this is not bad
in and of iltself. this sort of "poll" gets 2 bit boring after a very short time. And
st1ll other polis, espscially the Waltesionia playsr and writer polls, are too close
to being j'ut a plein old popuiarity coniost, as a look =zt some of the high finishers
in the wrltsr pell especially nakes very clear., {(Come uow, 1sn’t Woody finishing
ahead of Chuff Afflerbach and Garvy Hamiln someshat akin to a sandiot baseball team
outpelling the Dodgers or Tigers? -+ he's jist much more well-known outside of B,
thak's alls) T Just fesl that tho hobby le extremely ruli-heavy these days, a Teellng
wilch other hobbylats are welcome 1o disagree wilth, 4nd many do, of course,

it seems o me that the reaily imporsant issue is not how the Runestsne Poll voles
will be filtored, but that some velid mechanism for doing This be inplismented to
beein with, Thus, I strongly support Randoiph®s 8% provision. You are protably
correct t eluim that the results would bs even more vslid if votes more than a
standard deviatloa away from the mean were lopped off, but tc me the difference seens

quiie smell. and I'n jus% glad that Randolph is dﬂil.{t, sorath about hats votes. And
H_th your proposal, we would also run into the preilenm (face it) that quite a few
Hodby memhars wouldn'i have the slightest idea of what Handolph is talking about when
he anvoucces that he's goliz ic be taking a standard deviation, whereas I think
everyone will undsrstznd the 8% provise. Wheither 1t°s important to have everyone
iullv vnderstead Aandolph®s nathematlical analysis is of course & maiter of oplnion --
1'm vt 8o suve mysell that Lt°s such o consequeniial matter,

Your oowpliment about Alex I'm sure will be appreciated. She is very talented,
You and her other  fans won’t be sucprlsed to hasx that she made the henor roll at
hexr school again for ihe tarm Jjust endad.

The piecs of writing you reier to is Chuff*s "Brcken Record”, #2 on the list. It
€2g g parody of the "Off the Retoxd Alscussion and it consisted of six hunorous
aituatlovs vatlrining those pressnbted %n the ordgins) article, I only wish that he
would writs axtlicles for VD more often, but heck,; why complain? He's super.

You axe scrrect that one duee not nagessarily have an ulterlor motive in following
ircee garas In which he is not a pluyer, and I°1l carry that one step funrther: one
aoes not even reed i follow a GM's games to be able to vote intelligently on

nis GMing.  Tou cax learn a lot atout someone’s GMing by talking to players who have
}“vla.jcci vndexr him, cor reading his houservies, or just by reading his zine in many
cases. I assure you that I was fax mors qualified to vote on Qaklyn's GMing than
were most of ois Playexs, e.8., since many of them wese less familiar than was I
regaxding his dishonsest GMing acts. Zut even dlsrugarding that extreme exampls, it
iz clear % ae that & non-player cas e vury well informed sbout 2 glven GM. And
yet, demsplie all of that, I humestly don’t feel strongly one way or ancther about

the matiaer. Tndeed, my own score a3 a GM would suffer tremendously if gon-players
were allowed %0 voetBo.eo S0 from a per%nal standpnint, 1I'm glad Randolph is rullng as
e is. even though I mildly disagreg in {heory.

Press Waree glad to see you ani othere are vewding all that narvelous poop. I
agree with K*ught“s rass ag the hesi slagle release, though Heintzman®s in the same
lsaus isn’t iay beohind. 7 alsc agras with Reilly for tirst Place overall, with Knight,
Helnizman, ami L iolman all ciustered well withia shouting distance and Eliils, Mare,
and Sweeunsy not a whole lot iorther hack.

That at lust btriugs me to the dlscussion of the Quotes ~ontesi vesults. OK, Daf
takes gecond place abtd Joan wias third. But the issue ia in fecl very stleky, and
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Y9 gquestlon about the childven wes pot Lrvelevani at ail. (I Wrowshi up the matter
Just w Mlusirate » point, and I trust my comment wamn'% iaken the wrang way. )
Tne probiem is this: I don't forbld collabexation irn ny contasts simply because

12%s an unenforcabtle rule, &0 why bother? 2nd I sngouraged Lt durlng the Quotes
conisst, us it seemad o T1% xight into the spirit of thdngs. 3o you end Daf were
absclutely in bounde 1u vorking together -« I havs re gquareel with that. Mox, though,
could I have auy quarvel 1f you and Daf and the kids all snvked fogether, with you
and Daf locating 98 of the gquotes and tha XAds 2. Hot enly wovld this have been within
iz rulss of ihe oconiest, but it would have beer wishls e spizdt as weil, But
obvigusly such = system is flawed, Anyone with s11 the back issues could Just do
tha whole 20niesl himsell, and then sutmii three entries wuier hls uamse and two
ol his kida®, and gill) no rule would hawve hoen abused. The fault. ther, lies
with me for mot being s bit more vigid in defining «ho may antsr. Anmd $i°c a oully
difficuly questioms why s the situation I just deacriped any diffdront ithan, say,
LoJean calls up Flumphes and (upeake and says to thew, "Hey, guys, I've got a1l the
puctes. 1711 pay you a dime aplee if you lail me siga your mamea io one entry aplece
so that I can ccllect all the issver for the iop thrue prizesi®

Un, but it I'm golng to pammit collabsralion, thon Hlere's ro way to prevent this,
is there? (And I undersicnd £411y that thls is oot how you ard Ja® wesksd 1t, ¢f
eowrse, I'm Just dealing now in worriscme hypoﬂmtlcalaj

[t is Tor m very slnilar peason what I never run a conlesiy oa we fasls of "t
cordees 2utries will win X free 1ssues”, as poople conld ther (ingally) shave the
wealdh &t my oxpense, but thls alivaticn s pot qulic analagrvs and mucd tougher.

Hup do T get myself lato these ascwspes, anyway?

And, in oo way did I intend to belittie Laf‘s bobby actlvlziss, lest anycne foli
1t came acyoss that way. (If she had out-quoted Sieve, the guestion winla have been
hétiner Steve should take accond.) Daf*s weiting in HMegus 1= in my opiuien a high
polus of the zine, and I wegard her as ome of my mosh loyal. screamlag Dconlss. ()

Thants agaln for e thought-and-resronse-provoking lotter.})

Fron Tacvy Feexy {(4/22/64),

sk natl

the slne's oul, moat of the lettern ave wrlttew, vesxi's in his heaven, and all’s
wrong wlth the world.

jow {all me, does that mound like somethluog <¢uil of D Bauh?

T m Jlstanips to 413a s8¢ I'm bombastic as the WLlle in Floosd.

Xese went oul a week age. You will be plevsed. T suspeci. %o wote the: the firsi
IMEA rallot I recelved came Fron you.  The sscond alse zane foom Cxssi Newx, NY.
Howewar, the next 1,432 ballote I got all came from Mossswatii. (Huremem, I don't
thirk 1 sisgpelled that dut you never kuow...) :

fow I bave 4 weeks to kirk back apd rsise hell with a1l ihe penipds whe thought I
had died and gone to hesven ir the paast 4 months., Tersitle thing o Tw writing tha
day after Laster.

How was yours? [ had w0 work. Well, I played st wnrking. U did panage 0 go
W suarlee services on Sunday but I yynaged to get tu ihe wreng group.  I% wae interesting,

I'n rot sure I like gettlng VU 4, my mallbox. I'm aver less suxe what 1 like
getilng John Schuler’s copy of VD 15 my nallbox and bhen I havs vo madl 14 back to
Lim beczuse he's already gone home. ' Oh well, tow many Doomian can say they get two
coples »% onee® {({I'm toislly teffled by all ibis -~ 41d I mispcdrass 14, or what?))

By the way, don't call me & Doomle. I'm not. (“Yewm 2xe, T dutined <he term, and
you £it ay definitlon,)}) I'1i let you know when I thirk vou cen oall me that. Lst’s
sag: Kb in plgialls, you in jeathar pants, Xoardmar in s hree-plece suit...hah, got
i ways o o,
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Lotiked your commenls about leiltexr columns, although I obviously disagres with
mucn of i%.  I'm glad you nublish lettars to the editor. You do it well. Just
don’t ask we I3 do L.

Long pauss ler tre rilumphani chorus from Alda. Sorry, whenever I hear this 1 get
very melancholy. [ start thinklng aoout Sadat and Golda...and you know,..I get rather
miifed atort the whole riff.

It weuld surpriss a lot of psople, Michalski mosi I suppose, if they knew that 1
was supporilng Jackscn this tine around and that I voted for Anderson last tlme. And
I'm a Demcerat who woted for Nixon onge. Since then I've refused to take pelitics
seriously {sand fhis frow a politizal ecience major). Yuck.

What’s o gunboat zamo?

Pemeabar the Tugooat game in DW?

I haven t beer veadln all the RIGEL prop either. I thought it was a beer from
Washington.

Roamgnsm, 1 just found page 16. (Have a strange way of reading Dippy zines, I do,
I doo...)

Fow, PUIN: THI&! T want to take you tc task, sort of. I don't really think ysu
stiowrd sndors: a uomince that you'we nominated. Make your nominee if you 1liks.
Zndeyse someone 1f you aust. But don't go out and campaign for someone. Leave that
ter the Qecars.

I nope, in tine, the DIMMA will be able to print and distribute its own hallots
and into and that 1L will be non~partisan. Until then, doing what you do is, I think,
playlng pollrles. I would rather hiave all the nominees treated egually at 98.6 degrees
than one ox two treated at 106.5 degrees (cxr worse, at 89.5 degrees), There is
sncugh dlsproportlonate luilwence from ths votes genermted through VYD without your
endorsement. HNo, I'm nol csuscoring you, ete.. I'm simply asking you to act as a
cusiodian asked %o reprint a2 balloi, 2tc., and not as a wavrd healer. Woell, see, you
did separate your btallot and your cosments, but I’d rather you put your editorial
support sowewhzr2 =lse from your ballot comments. Wait a few years until the California
condor has gxoun o oit.  Then ysu can fly with the eagles... FNost people may not
realize 1t bul thligs like this awve not exactly what I prefer to do. I do them
vecause 1 belleve they nead 1o Te done and since no one else seeme to be 8o inclined,
i de. I Tigure 14 takes 3-5 years to get an idea like this off the ground and into
the obby malnstrean. Once the procedures and mechauics are worked out then let
people have thelr propaganda fleld day, in the meantime, pause, water, fertilize,
and reflect, Thea, growth o all. I am. at present, getiing yelled at for goling too
fast and too slow, in about equal proportions. So I figure I'm doing about right.

3o much Tor that. Print 1% or aot. as you choose. I don't consider it importent.
1¥ you do I may get some useful iaput. If you don®t, I'll probably forget it.

Ci e other things..-

feopde 8till seem io be unable to understand the diffevence betwsen ORGANIZATION
and organlzation, ORGANIZATION 1s when I require gou to have a DipHobbie card and
carry it at all times, Organlzaticn is when I wani to be able to loock ir a phone book
and find your number. And I could go on for 15 pagee on that theme. Instead, I‘1l
leave 1t as 1s and hsve encugh falth in yowr Judgegent and your readers not to have to
go on and on and on, but if they miss the point, I will!!?

1'm goling to print a1l the phoue calls - for MASTCHNDONCON II and then we'll see
who epilis tha beans... : :
Tell Beren not to get s¢ excelted. If I can inspire a Beatles parady, think of

#hat I can do to Verdi, Bach,; Beetleven, or Iron Butterfly?

Ask Rich Fallly If he ever wenit to school in Moscow. He'll know what I mean.
({Rick Rellly ‘g currontly attending school in Moscow!))

Guotes, quotes., Bleah. UlX of those were plaglarized. Incorrectly.

As Yor the [ists of Daom. ..




Iet mo2 tell you about hobby :ecoru..,,*unrest eoue,  Well, vyou had L. Lrovgpest
pres6s release, check mine out im Yalhalla. 12,000 alles worth. Lnnru;t pr2sg ol a
zame {(check cut some of the cid Walke: gangs gnd the splilovers Lo 1019 otber sinesd.. .,
Longest Houvserules? I use the entire CODRX PERRICANUS as = aunp39men+ for alne, all
FLOXAVI parts of it. I whomped your year all io bits. Tast issue losi scmething
over $560¢w~and most spotistical? Well. naich, vou wig, fwat dowste

I'm workling on a Diplomacy Round Table with Beethnver, John Lennow, RKinge Starr,
Petula Clarxk, and myealf on your "Roll Qver Beetlovenlon"™. If vou want to tave
rart let me know,

T think the Runsstone Poll *hiag ie golug o e nnother souffle in 2 erech pot.

Thexe's nore to sSay atout all this but T have dinner aud the pecl and o heavy
nlght on the town to conslder. 856..s

I°'11 closs for the mesent and if you wrlie promp2ly fo thie I may wriis agaln
before you pubtlish.

Fleass remembsr, according to the

n/q - Fle "*ALL{crufa 2

P o quiche {Lorraine . %r‘ _‘_b reclpe,

Rot gzl

whatever ceie out in the last Xeno times whavwever you put suc in the anteris will
result in a catastpophic mess...

Poo poc.

Next day. Hummem, T don't remenbey whe I was writing thia letter to. It deesa®t
sound like the kind of letter I wouwld wxitz to anyere romal In the hobdy so L0 must
have been intendsd for ysu. Anyway, 1‘m sending it to you.

I was working on it yeaterdsy whon I got distracited. I o arted to fls dinnmr
{T-bone, rice, mushrooms, ete.i writing is sucn stimulating woerk. dop't you thirk?)
and watch the Finney movie on Pope John Pavl IT whileh I recorded cn ithe V0t since T
nad te work Easter nlght. I was Just starting to eat and right in the middle of the
Sovlet occupation of Prland when the phons rang.

I% was one of my eon-worlters (and scon to be Diupy laver! wantlog ‘o koow if X
wanted to go 1o the btall game. S0 i went and watched the Tadres crzam the Glanis,

8-2 {and all the runs were scoyed in the First 2 lanlngs!}. I spent more “ime waiching
the audience than I did the game. T was poing to wrlite up 3 review of 2t all Tyt 1
forgo: to take a pen. T 434 bring back a2 50X Taseb2ll hat 25 a meaento of the 19824V,
SUN OF XENIGOCIC mane.

D

{{Games between the Pmdres and jhe Clants are meanlngiess; I sugpest you zveid
them in the future. The Dodgers are the only Real Teaw L Tximehall. Romeamber i
told you that next Octoter.,

Sorry, I feel I should be shle to endorse whoever I wani hewewsr 1 want ir ay
zine in any hobby poll. Loonies willl vote as they chooss; I'm just nakluvg my own
opinion known.

Hobby recerds: well, 0K, you're the winner. O{sngratulations ou your receun. 04
page lssue of Xenogogic., Sigh., Juxt when I thought (lasi October) thav [ had put
cut an lssve that people would vemerbar for a while, znd now you have to go and eclipse
1t. How did you arrive at the $6 60 figure as a net loss vhen you cusrge $3.07 for
each copy® You pust have an expensive printer! Most egoi:stleaZ% Aclually. It's
nelther you nor me, bubt Jack Masters. I don't kaosw Lf you Lnew him, dut Juck was n
humongous sgec and little else. He had an insatlabie apoetite fur unhrestralined
adulation, and when that showed slgns of wavering ne flew ahaclutely off the dezp end.
1 come a distant second to him!
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You've "whomped {my) year all to bilis“? Not if you're guarterly -- even you
haven®’t averazged 170+ peges an lssus, And I'E llke to see a single ssason’s worth of
press that tops RICEL's 32+ pages. (Aw, I'm Jjust being young and nalve, right? I
wasn't around for ths good old days of the hobby, so I'm swure you can blow that
raquest %o smithereens, Buil my next question is whether the quality of that press
apprroached RIGEL's.) Longest Houserules? I go with mine as the most comprehensive
uatil I see a counisrexample. And nobody can claim a batter group of Ygf{Igf subbers
than ma! So I still have something left to salve my brulsed ego...

The difference between ORGANIZATION and organlzatlon appears merely to bte a matter
of degree, That comment; plus your bit aboul "“ioo fast" or "too slow", leads me io
an observation about why people criticlze you to begin with. You're not a bad dboy,
Larry. In many ways, I like you. But you made a nistzke a year or two agoj s
fundamental erxor in your approach tc the heobby when you rejoined it. You might
want to try and lock af things from' the point of view of those gf us who were
already “establlished” ec the rosult of a lot of time anrd baxrd work: =all of a sudden
from out of the blue, there was this guy we dldn't know (but in some cmses had heard
of -~ barely) publishing all these crazy ideas about how the hobby ought to be
organized, lnventing 231 klnds of polls and awards, spewlng forth proposals that

rankly made it sound as though you felt yourself the center of the hobby rather than
{face it) an old-tlmexr Jjust returnsd, with very limited contacts among those forming
the current hobby "malastream". OSo I agree with the "ioo festi" criticlasm, althowgh

I alse firmly Dbeliecvs thai most of your proposals wouldn't caich on regardiess of
who riight make them. Some of the hobby's mere tolerant members -- Siteve Langley
springe quickly to mind -- seem %o hend over backwards to accept you the way you

aseen tn think of yourself, while less tolerant pecple 1like Michalski ridicule and
taunt, KNelther of these extremeos 1z right, In my opinion, and thosa of us in betwean
are usually just cavgil trylng to actept you but scmetlmes shaking cur heads in
absoluts incredulity. You can’t just zoom into the center of the Diplomacy hobby

and run it, yet you give the strong impression of trvimg to do this, Inevitably, you
provoks reseniment and resistence that way. It°s your apprnach that is objectionable...
not you. ' '

dhaw. I didn’t mean for all that to come out as strongly as it 4id, I truly
believe, however, that the above explains most or all of the negatlve feedback yocu've
been getting; the "Peeritashing”, if you will.

The quotes were "bleah"? Quite a few of my readers enjoyed them.))

From the same parson whose anonymous letter appears earlier (4/29/94):

PDear BRUX,

Thank you for your zine. I had e good time readling it, especlally the RICEL press.
I guess you'll cwe some monoy to Bub Sweeney because I might consider subseribing to
YD later, I want to get some experlence wlih the pther games I have going befoxe
eatching this terrible dlsease., Tsll me if you plan to have any game openings in late
sumnser; 1 might be interested. ' :

Another thing which I appreciated a lot was the end-game statements for FEGASUS.
Vexy, very interesting. The players showed a lot pf maturlty, and the game sesmed to
bs quite enjoyable. Reading the slatements made my wish I was among the players
involved. You should have printed something like {hls in Supernova.

About my letter you want to print in VD; it’s okay with me, dbut I'd llke to stiay
anonymous if possible. The reason is that I don't want to shout evexrywhere that I'm
a novice, It's part of my strategy ~- I guess you understand. Not because I'm
ashamed of 1t, bul rather because I don't want the other playexrs to think they have
some advantage.

((0K, you’re anonymous then. I deletsd your name from the intrn to the other letter.
Maybe you‘re right that end-game statemsnts like those from PEGA3ZUS would be ‘
better to put in Supernova ithan those from '79k, those they wers a blt long for that. ..
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iron Steve Gndght (5/2/B4)s
BRURKea,

Tue long since I've writteny I'm golng to have o let somz of the 4talled topice
slide until they resurface -~ they've lost some of thelr relevance tu the rTecent topics
of discussion. 0Oh, well.

The idea that highetech la golng to solve future smployment problems 1s & myth.
You simply cannot train everyone yho lcses a Job hecause oL a closed factory to
prograe computere, Most of the jobs “ersated” by high-ieoh will e relatively menial
things such as custodlal work, Jobs with 1ittie Tuture ai? no advancencni. The
current demand for programming types Is an lndlcation of hwow new-scarce the Job type
is, not ar indication of demand that's high enough to be a panacea for unemployment,

To my mind, Heaganomiocse hus fallad bocause it has shorisightedly sold our economy
down the river for short-term galns., Rememler supply-elde economics? Yes, tam cute
were Zoing to g2t our government in the black in five years,..hah. It secms incredidbie
t» me that the man responsible for the largest defisdt in ihils country's history
acouses the deponrats of heving a "spand, spsnd, spend” wentallity. Poil’s calling the
kettle hlack, i you ask me; only differsnce is that the Dem: see spending as the
cure for =11 social 1lls, Ron sees spanding as & cure for all forelgn policy 1lls. I
hops I'm wrong, but L fear thils wartime economy when we’xra not at war will burm ¢ut
and leave us in worse shape than before.

Ham.,» "The Lists of Doom“ and s 'No Coatrovexrsy" poliley seem 1ile oll and wiier.
You vant commenis? Ve got copmsnts,..

You'ze damn right your {(SIRIUS)) decision would have been incorrect if it had:’'t
been a hoax. 3So thare,

Chuff Afflerbach should be on the "Posltive Influence" list, The houserulss
(excuse me, the HouseRules) should be on the "Bast Placea of Writing" list as s work
of fiction or humor. Now that we've goiten to that 1ist, I think "Press Wars" is
vostly overrvated. I think the truill lies somewhare betwzen Rich Heillly's crediting
it to George Lucas and Mark Berch's veference o “thai windtug, Steve Knight“ (2lbeit
in anothex context). It's long, and ii tries o be clever, btul I don't think it
stacks up all that well mext to "If T Rea the Zoo"™ ox "Hail, Brucifer!™ T also thluk
“How Nobt o Get a Puppet" was wndarrated; it's not often vhat one gets such clzar
sxanples of how mot to do things, s facet which ie often moxe instructive than its
counterpart. And apart from the controveray surrounding it, I think "Roll Owver
SeethovenCon’ was a bli repetitlve {io be that high up on the list.

Impressive Job on the croassword. Okay, so you had some chintay eluss and spelled
"hamster* with a "p" {Qu VWhat does Woody put his dirty laundry in?). ({As Varlous
letter columns in the Diplomacy hadby!}) Nonethelsss, impressive -- and a hell of a
1ot of fun. So don't sweat the Amperfecticns, okay Mr. Ferfectlonlsu?

If you get a "0" in the Runestone CM noll, that'ill ©bs my grudge voie because ol

the SIRIUS decision, ckay? (w) Love

Steve

({1 =till love getting love latiers from Doomies. iwhy don't & Tew more of you
follow thls lead? John Caruso? E& Wxobel? C'mop -= don’t be bashful!

T nust abeolutely dissgree wlti: your description of me as a “perfecioinisi”.

Oh, mod damn it! I see that I misspelled a wizd in thie last sentence. 3Shit.

You get this 1ssue free. Sorry atout that. Anywmy. becik to your latter...

You know, it's not a provable point, but I think that feagan's policles cn iefense
spanding may well leave us in betier shape than we’d be cotherwise, in the long sun.
¥ho knows but that with some 1ily-livered Democrat in office, the Russisns Just might
see thelr chance and decide that now's the tlme to...you get whe wloturs, perhaps.
Isproatle that a strong president like Reagan wlll dsiar sucn thinking va the part of
the Bussians? Yeah. Bui not totally implausible, sither.
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You're right -- Chuff would be a Doomie Hall of Famer for sure. As would a few
other people who dildn’t appear on that llat,

“Prese Wara" tries to be clever?! Hmmph. That's a little blt like saying that
Peery tries {0 be verboss, or Binstein tries o be smart, or Alex trles to be cute.
1t succesded, my man, it sucoeeded!

Actuplly, I forgot to put the Housarules on the "Nost Successful Players” list. ()

Regarding the croasword, there were too many mistakes (read; a positive mmber)
for my tastes. Hopefully thils month's will be free of them, at least if one
considers Mt. as a valid abbreviation for "Mauma*. (Yeah, Doomies -~ & hint.)

As you can see from the two quick takes which follow, your opinions sn the puszle
ani the "Press Wars" aren‘t unanimous!))

From Melinda Holley (5/4/84, excerpt):

Dear Bruce, :

Thenks for the sample Volce of Doom. The RIGEL press 1s priceless. I had to ait
on the fleor while reading *Press Wars" because I was laughlng sc hard I kept sliding
out of the chair... ,

From Steve Huttor _excerpt):
ssoThis is the worst puzzle I have ever seen!!!!
From Rod Walker (4/21/84): |

Dear BRUX:

S0 how come you never write for Diplomacy World? I keep hoping you'll do a few
things for ue but... By the way, by now you koow that Peery hae txoken your racord.
I axpect to ses a 250-page VD in my mallbox next month.

I don't gquite undersdand your editorial. As you seer o have forgotien. the
initial printing of Supernova was at least in part pald for by hobby money (oxriginelly
voted by the IDA and then distributed finally from the defunct treaswry).

The fact that a glven individual does not "use" & service does not mean he does
not benefit from it, notwithstanding. Players already registered for a game benefit
from game opening llsts which help £1ll the game rapldly and get ii underway. The
U3 Orphan Service provides securlty to players in games even if those games don‘t get
orphaned (and you never know when...). The BNC has, over the years, encouraged and
mrcmoted good GM practices...you will never know whether you're in a game whose @M has
become better because of this. Puyrthermore, these projects are often insurance-liks
in nature...lneurance of a steady flow of new blood (new players, potential new
putilishers, etc.), insurance against total disappparance of a game, insurance of our
collective hobdby "memory", and sc on. Insurance pesds collective support.

Furthermore, we all need to faeel that we axe helping out in this “togetherness"
which 18 our hobby. Not everyone can have a "“project" of his or her own. But the
opportunity to help out with money is one way to cipate in the whole effort.

That serves an important emotional need in mont ppople. The outstanding success of the
PDORA shows that, given a chance to contribute, many, many people will.

Grmble 1f you like, BRUX, but I see no reason why people who do all the hard
work should be vegulred to pay for it too. The Jobs are thankless (and somstimes
irritating) enough as it is. Some tangible support helps take the sting out.

((I often feel gullty that I don’t write more for Diplomacy World and others of
the great zinas in the hobby today, especially when (as ie the case with you) their
sditor contributes to VD more often than I do to their zine. BEut I can also say that
in the specific case of DW, I don’t think that most of my own writing would cut tha
musterd for the quallty you need. My specialty is editing., Just ask £d Wrobel. ()
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My rebutial to your stance oz hodbby services would be to consider an exmmple.
Thema are prebably two or thres hundred names I could pull from arcund the hobby,
but (Juet pulling a name out of thin adr from my oub liat), consider the case of
Jeff Punches. Here's a guy who Jjust wanis to play pestal Diplomacy in a game run
by some other guy who happens fo run games. He®s not a publisher; he's a0t very
heavily involved in the hobby. He just wanis 0 got "together” now and then with a
grouy of friends (or frisnds-to-be) and vlay a game of Diplomacy by mail. ihat's
ail.

Why shovld Jeff {and I hope he takss no offense at this ~- I haven't cousulted
Him f.\.rst) have ¢ sven thiuk aboul paylng scae half-assed tax to suppert somebody’s
project, soasbudy whe he's nevey sven heard of? He, and certain other people, Just
want o awcange a game DY mall which lo, rewmember, a privaie arrangement smong the
partles inwmlved,

I can ses the opposite polnt of view in real life. ‘There, your itaxes and mine
go toward things wo all need, or mey pead -- sducation, erime control, natlonal
dofergs, etc. Dbul ihis is a bobhy, Rod.

nd whai, i€ *t turns out thet Jeff's game is never orphaned, snd his GM’'s techuiques
have nevar wen alffocied by the BiG, and whose game didu’t start sconer because of a
gare opening 1list? What then? Why should some stosbgers | get his money for "eervices"
he may never benefit from?

Now, I greni you that the Orphan Service 1s 2z (ood Thing. But some poor kid in
Noroth Utopin, intent cn Jolning a game, should not be xvegulwed to pay one red cent
to suppori it. snd yes, I'm scrry that players whe do end up in orphaned games hawe
to suffer. It's rezretable, and as T've adnitied I don't have all the answers. But
thelr predlicament should not liave to be pald for by some noor scul whe just happent to
be ipn the saue hobby, and otherwiss has nothing o do with iti.

1 haven*i “forxgetten® thet the Tiret printing of rnova was not ontlrely at
wy own expouse., I feesl snmevhat gullty now, that mone-:;!%‘mm people who never used 1t
weal o me. But ihat was three yeors ago, and thers’s no way to reckify it now, of
course. I 1is any coasolation to anyans, I haven't ever made & profit on Supsrnovas
the prics usad to v advertissd zu "75 and free io novicas",

And now, I'm golng to touch on a very sensitive topiey the question of what
sotunlly conatitutes a "hobby service” snd thereby (supposedly) merits the taking of
usther people’s morey. I personally feel thai the single moet valusbls bhobby service
is the orpban games project. And there are others that I feel merit the title, if
not the aect of takiug money., But ~- and I's not gelng to be fovlish emvugh to get
specific -~ L can nans an example of a ~urrently sxisting “"hobby service" that I feel

iz an abaolute and total farce, and may very well have bsen ilnvented jusi foxr the
exmeess vurpoge of allowlng ilts Yeustodian® to put als hand in the t111. OE. &0 sue
mee  1‘ve crened my wouth and anoiher great blg can of woxms, *s Just say thet

L ehink it's « orime if anyons snis up having to pay for the particu‘.l.ar “service"

I*n t.hi'xking of unless he or sha buys it dlrectly. So, even dlscounting this extrema
exanple, thsre la 4he question of who gats 1o tak: the monsy and who doesn®t, It all
sounds 50 8leazy 10 NBe..

Your point that we all nesd 4o feel we are helping out in the hobby*s togetherneas
is abam'.l on its face. Maybe gome of us do (dncluding me; I Just do it in other
ways), bul 7 doubt if you'd get mEAMQus agraameiat on that statement. So fine. Let
thase of us who wani to pay for other paople’s prjects pay. But don't make those
of us who don®t want to pay do so. My feellings apout the PPORA are mixed, I°11
admlt. I guess I'd have to say that 1f some poor ding-dong wants io apend $5.00 fux
a lock of someone's halr, then let himp i+t7s all voluntary. The exira fess Inposc:
at, say, a DipCon are another matter entirely and ought to be abolished -= the ancunt
tnat gees to hobby services, that is. Hell, in that case, some of the psople who
have to pay {or the posiel hobby's services aren't even in the postal hobby!

Do 1 feel strongly abaut this matter?))




From Maxk Bevech (5/2/84):

Daar Bruce,

Aund I si31) say, you should give the players an ombudeman if they ask for one,
pariod. You Bay, "...if someone does not trust my Jjudgement as a GM, he should not
be playing here in the firet place." Well, yes, but if you feel that way, no
ecabudsman should be needed at all., It°s one thing to ask the players to trust your
Judgementy that’s reasonable. It's quite another to ask them to accept the notion
thet you are infallilbia. You're not. And you could make the mistake of not realizing
that an ombudeman 1s needed. Your players know you aren't pexfect. And thus they
will feel and be more secuve knowing that an ombudsman is avallable if they think they
naed cne.

Yes, an incorrect ruling by an ombudaman could harm that game and others, but
that‘s the risk you take whenever you call for an ombudsman -- that’s an argument
agalnsi having an ombudsman, perlod. By the same token, your players have the revexce
risk undec ycvr present pelley -~ viz, that they’ll be harmed by your exvor 1ln not
eakling for #n ombudsman. Moxeover, that errer could affecet all your games., You
can linit the cffect of a bad mistare by an ombudsman by adding new language to your
housoxules o by stating in the houserules that combudman’s declsions are not precedents.

Skipping %o the nexi tople (with no atiempt to unify my comments to give them &
sense of completensss), I turn to your comments on the Monopoly game.

In general, no, I don't think your complaint was valld. Indeed, your very
argunentis can kbe used to defend Brad's Lehavior. It seems that your desixe to win
was valld, indeed, worthy of an essay. H1s desire to win put you in an awfully foul
meod.

0OX, Brad was flush with cash but unlike you and Jane, had nc monopolles. Brad
couldn’t buy what he needed for a monopoly. In such a situation, Brad's eituatlion is
virtuvally hopeless. With 4 rails, he might be able to push one of you to the wall,
but that's hard to do, especizily since you were apparently playing under ruies which
made the game more cash-rich. All he hes to look forward to is being slowly whittled
down with no chance of a blg strlke. He'd liks to win, but this 1sn’t golng to be
his game. Bsat to end 1t, and try to win the nexi game, If his goal is to avold
losing, then this is the wrang tactic, but if his zoal 1s a win, 1t°11 have to be in
the next game. This kind of strategy is common in non-tournamenti chess, for example.

This is not o sey that Brad was pexrfect. He should have thrown hia cash and
property to another player, not the benk. Which one hardly matters, since with the
cash and several new monopolles, that person will be a quick winner.

If I'm @esperate for a deal, I'1l usually take the person aslde and offer them
net only sash, but g certain numbar of free hits on the property. I may even go so
far w& uniimited free hite, and 1f need he, 1'll pay them a commission for every time
that another pleyer hits the monopely. Everyone has thelr price.

Fowever, 1f Brad wasu'% smart enough to flgurg out such tactlcs, then he®ll have
to uze2 other means toward his end of winning the pext game. In that cese, lt's your
fauli. You couid have struck such a dexl with him, and if you were sharp about 1t,
you might easily have won the game. There i1s never a need to fear someone else’s
menopaly I you have the property he needs to obtaln 1it,

{{I think you misuaderstood the srticle, at lwast in part, The itype of wheeling
and deallng you desorlbe is exactly what I get into, too, and I view it as a large
part of the fun of the game. MHowesver, that sort of game just izn’t Brad's cup of
iern. Which ie fine, axcept that I had had no idea that he was about to cult the game
untii 1t actually happened.

Ah, bui your comments on ombudsmen make the unstated but critical assumption that
in & game helng run under my houserules, ithe ombudsman 1s less llkely to err than I
an.  Jotody claims 1nfallibility, but I regard myself as famillar encugh with my own
houserules -« and the game vules; too -- to know when a player's complainfis simply
cut 0f 3ine., My current policy stays.))




From Larry Peary (5/1/84, oxcerpis)s

Hi:

I have a fow minutes or hours befoxe I have to run {Lzyilght Sevings Time always
mespes up my auntomatic clock for a week ox su) s¢ I thoughi I wodd drep vou : dime
:yr i, 1 owe a bunch of people letters hut inis wesk bas bheri my first merl szeation

ok Dippy in montha. I needed it.
L have your pesteard of the 22né and I suppese I whioifld commeni. § am gorirg to
'r‘o'.t.. off on getting any ((back ilssuec)) of YD becanse whai you have Jett 1s »'iher
tan much or not enouvgh. 1 am hopine the wold can be Filled whsn I got <he sodf
foott Marley has (24 btoxes = B,000-10,000 =ines’), Niherise. T°1Y heve to gt after
£ ocouplate sed or nearly cample te sat somewhero. it 1 laeviianle. woredsy, that you
wiil bs in the IDHOF and I want a set of VO for the archives,

That brings up 2n interesting grestions wi?

I am ot oy navure an srchivist. J oam a ooilestor Lat evsn 1,%::&; ig Lo the
dilletanie style {assumirg I even sgelled that wight). I plok wnd arcpss and kmi
woat T like or what I ‘hink is important, 2ut I lack e Clusipidps and ampenise  oon
to bw & serlous archlvist. STUL, it s 2 Job that musi i done, =0 7 feel, w0
watdl soneore more gualified and metlvated comes along, ¥ nust 4z, Fuphaslis on I . s
amphasis cn do., caequally.

S99, 1% slowly organiwing the £,000 2r so zlnes T nave saiiersd, My stufl {3,500
on s3) 38 old hut 4% 1o good. Then i have 3 r:n mixl :..r": st pnd shet Bagch meat ma.
valiable additlions to be sure. But I have 2 feet of Joauy) v An e den sed
smells to hizh haaﬂ'rnn Didn'%t Boardnen ever wash hls :

I'n feylag o Jlgure cul o way o crvganize oo :
wrd get At lnts tha ecomputer, Tt's: s challemsiop task uoo 1 o ghas fo nave peorple
helping meo I flgure I have around 50,000 peges of w677 t+ savy tironugh, which
soulids 1lke a ot until you figure ithan “:a Fonlagon s ~00 woonnd 250,000 rages
of ver’nﬁ;sg; & dey and what I have mapresents arcund 20 yeuwirs o junhe

Ltve Juat arittan Suchanan to see whal Huiiilant ldez3 he hae regerdlug trehives
and how they should be crganlzed and indexed and eelalcop.i. I7 Le hns avdy soed ones
(I xnow he wille..) and if T have ary good ones (I kaow © wea'f.... 1°11 oa8s them
aleng to you and ask you to weprinl thenm. What guirl I Lave aboul thle archives s
that 1t should be used by the hobby. Frge, I want <o Iweer shat Infs peopis went from
aid 1o an archives. L'm hoping the computer listlwe -wl.'. Lo more axtenslve than
the cne you saw in ithe last Xemo. Some of the info must be purely lecuniecal sud
aritimetic, But some of 1t must b subljective, WESERML:T!S

I got DY #% in good oxder and inizot. ({fesh, I maet to a fev Yusmes hahind. 4
Just @ot #Br”t)) I think you are making an sryow ir awling Jud eiacs. ut xesy !
up. maybe you cap xeach the polnt whexe VI will g as “smal: wwoul”,  WRRERNE

Whai’s a gunboat Dippy game?

And who is Cathy Cunning?

And why smear it all over your front page?

I haven®t read any of the RIGEL stuff. I'm waltlng Te 4¢ adl o he done. Moo
I°11 take my long-promised sabbeatlcal and razd Yi.

People who write latters to counisnt orn ether peovio s Latfe: ahcald Yo widrmd w
the Daisy Hill Puppy Ferm. Haxng in there Snowvyl?

A8 I recall I've voited for Johuson, Humphwey, dilxon, o inderisi, "ﬁ,s Thime 1@
inclined to vote for Jackson, The ordy politician I exiivvued ehert 1o Stuads Srom
Mass,, but that’s not for the cbvicus measci Tul who corws orout A House “archant
Marire and Flsheries Committee exsept some )l Pobby Isy! idke cx-

i ean think of 10 qualifled people to ™ iwesidsat ani no’ rhe 3l them 48 o
poilliclan or holds polltical office 2% ibe mowent. Humn, ouuncs tike the nunby.

w‘b L is lwportant

AN




39

£ den i omlad Af pecple pray Sn selool. We used to recite the Fater Noster in Latin
in bigh schosl. 2t eomes in handy vhen I got to Mass. All the Gatholles say 1t in
Loglish, and I say 1L in classieal, vs. church Latin. Gets a lot of nods...but you
should near ¥ike Mauton) sing the Mexican national anthem on  Ginco de Mayo. He
Lnowa the words betler than most of the Mexicans bui his accent is terrible!!

I've soen lwo meferencas to Ken Peel 1 the Dippy press in the last two days.
Tell nlu %o wnock 3t off, His overexposurs wiil ruin hls hobby sex appeal.

< don t Telleve Josn Extrom sxisis elther., Couwrse I told Cathy Cununing she was
& fake when she wrote ms & very nice letter some time agoe. I based that nmot on her
nars but on her neal and <lear handwriting, I'm sc used to dealing with illegible
and illterative (HUM?) Dippy male chauvinist plzs that I wasn't prepered for a leglhble
and Illeraiuze and iutelligent female in the hobliy...is that a sexist remark, Judy?
Waan't intended {0 be, 1t was a commsnt on handwriting, mostly,
3 2 canlelouge an 1sland ln the Sandwich Isiands?
ay; have you heavd ahoul Jerry Domenelli? T taught him nothing. Don't blame

3 4

i

k2

e 's Bo Dlaen?

Who's o Michalski?

hwo’e Disk Martin?

‘ou sue got a lot of name droppers in your letier column?!!!!

sarey, wwt any tlae Mark Berch says anything is fantastic I know it must be had.
S0 I take back evexrythlng gord I sald about your PeeriPlay.

1 can see i now, A hundred years {rom now. Every 7 years they®ll have a
rgsnaciment of 19660 done in St, Peerigrad znd call it the PASSION ACCORDING TO..
never mind,

People 1a How Yoxk (idassachusetis!) don'i appreclate our humor., Or even my
hmer,

Say, I had my anoual physical (rawt onw) yesterday. Blood pressure wesn’t bad
f130/90, whish is better thar 188/xxxx, which is what one well-known Dippy player
drove 1t up i & while back...}. but my welght 1s golng up faster than the national
debt. T pow welgh In at a mere 1/9 of a tonl I've gone to ordering size XXL (and
that s for my socks), But dom’% worry. I'm working hard to get it all into a solid
ntate. 1 waol to be the hobby s first certified OREO...

ALl those quoiles just prove we'rz a bunch of pompous old windbags...

As for your "Lists of Toom% ... °

How this has potsntial., Course you're all wrong but it's a cute 1desa..

Tkaing L1 from the top.

¥Yhizh Ror Brown 1a the most sucecessiul player in VD history? ((Ron Brown of
Calirornla, The other cue is “8¢pald” in VU, unless speeified otherwise.))

Helf of thome names are allases and the rest are phonies,

You weuldn®t know a good hoax If 1t bruxed you beiween the eyes.

What did you think of Ty Hare's legs?

You can't have Flumphex, he was mine when you were still playing in the tub with
a rubber...duckle.

Never heard of sny of ynur cojtroversial actjons and anyone who would do anything
1o Sherwoed deserves 2 madal.

Now, for the hobby recurds.

#1l «- soxry abous taai. .

#2 ~-- wrong, tuers wore longer vress releases in some of Koning's wzines,
including one I wrote oa & flight from the FBillippines to California. It ran aboul
12,000 wiles long, started in VN, T think.

#9 ~- wrong, I twice started a soven-geme series, 1971BL~ and 19710S-something or
sther.

#10 == Do you really wani to talk about most pages! HAl!

#12 - = the Aprid lssue o7 Xeno cost juet over $6.50 per copy to priat and wall
{with cllowances Ter typawriier zibbons, ete.). Ifve had at least 2 issues that




cost me, out of pocke:, ovuer 5500Q.

#i we OK, you win one. Do muei: mome nodast dhesn pon are. Prots Ly Yengase I'm
a Proissitant.

As for al)l hose 30 articles,..humammm, we Tezlly noesd stoe kisa oy nodby
aalborogye I've gol 2 stuck on my desk that is almost tan feat high znd W0 conndot.
wf mothing btut the oxiglual pages for the Zast thwee yaove Jene. T antlre
LRSS /T eic. ({(27)) output since 1967 makus a sinud shont ¥ fses hsh.
Howevaxy & will e graclouws and 21low that you ave a beigey Zool troa L.
Azea't we a wonderful, rotien buach?

I wouwld prefer an arxderly hobuy io one as anazehle ag v "ave wow.
Tha sun 1y setting in the west and sll us Loos ase teass syede..
The aun g down and so oan I,

((1 couldn*t walt., I hope vou don®t mind thet I oxdlitad parts of is letiar
avce some of 14 {printed snd wagp f'*r-ma} was almest cond tow qeod the same oo
ctogr lethar in thls lusva, DG you ferged thad you ¢ jJus . wolblen ue,. ar vhagt”™

Luekily, you'll never get the orderiy hobby you would jweefeu, at Ilippat B0 long
a2 L'm An 1t. [ Llke to Xeap thinge mesased up.

101 Lot you know in a menth or wwo (after I meet her) wootier Just Feally esiite.
And thepve are ssveral Jeglble, liierate, and intelligentl femelev ia e mobby,
including & fow on my sub Liet. 3Auth Glaspey epriugs mest culiily w wind,

I <hink T would enjoy yowr husor if I were to see any ol Li.

“Bho s Rod 0lsen?"  "Who's John Michalski?  “who's Dick Maitia®r Loy, woere
have you veont

iho's Jarry Domenelli?

Says sines you and I are obwiously ths iwo blgeest u- good-carsers 1o ibo hotor,
I've pot a propesition for you. HNow iisten upy tecause Wnin lo serious. It jyou
Will send me a thousand dolluxs xight now, T promdse you khabt 1713 put oul a 300 pagm
issue on my fi£th anniversery of publishipz. ¥ou see, 1°2  3i&c . but 1 hoaesily
can’ s afford Lh. 1711 even s genescue slout 1%, and refund abriover money I dou'i
usg, ANMD you'll get your copy for free. Tou kmw yorr oaGo b healt chat. By our wmtual
a“th:m, wa’ Ll eauh have sef a new hratr.ay records you t’:, """ the poat AONET BVEYr apant
oo somscue else‘s zine, and me For (mgalin] the largeut aa avazr. And 1“1l give you

all the credit you dasarve for yuiw cctbiibuitlon, et me Loy A7 you'd lLike %o go

fur 1t the Joint record(s) would te werih the rwine, .«.14&;"&* 7).

Frem Paul Rmmterbexry:
Jesse Jackson for president (I°m sexdous).
{{Whatever you say!}))

From Jare Halverstadt:

My denr Mx. Prasldant:

¥hy oh why oh why did you make publlshing losk so cany’ [ thivx thet all that
1 good ie that I have orly a half-dizen or so more senzes left w fa. I ey enjoy
#riting the game commeniary, and the associated crap, bui » hase e st of it
Printers, the post offlce, illcking stamps, 1liloRklug envelopes. . you cag arve Lt

¥Ys dons good in Pennsylvarda ((Ras Presidential Polisnics) I acpe yoo uOIl "L mind
my axolsing ths off-week, but it reslly lsn"t peceusary and Lt nuu ws tank oa {whe
am 4 xidding?)} schaduls.

L2 1M ot dolag well with the Conzo, #{ least U'm wov wasting nyr Llie. Bean
readds’ sone good etuff the past six weeks or so. Twe I'd v-emsmend el "Rlun
dighways, " by ¥Alliam Lesst Hest Moony and "Amerles I ¢

by Bloherd oo
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Yoi prouahly fnck aboul YBlus Highurys': It was oo e Ieel-sellexs 1)st for
qults o o lle, cud Hza pan 8 ohuak ol 35 An The Adlaatic Monthly., I you don*t kuow
e 3IUPs Foos hes onethaeread genre.  Nod had at ell.

“pAmerics 7Y° slarted out ar 2 serlos of newspapar srticles by s San Diego
reporter.  Dowe of the hotk has & seoclalogical flavor to 1+, but the authors really
captuved the seus: of America in the 1980s,

One ihing the. hes really sleyod me was a chapier on the houslng revolution
dpeviea IT is ihe post-industrial USA) o the 80s. I cant imaglne the way some
peonie choose 9 llve these days -~ Lilgh-security developments with TV survelllanecs.
prdvate neighborhood pollies, goning regulatinns that rvesiriet the coler eof your
draperias and what Tind of treze you can nlant! The Fort {(Fort Collins)) has
82,000 pe (“"aj.ea and T leava the house ualocked half the time. And we plant what we
dumi well please (btut hops the copa don’t see it).

T have ths teeling that you'd rezlly like Radie Auvustralia. And they'rs coming ln
slear a® ¢ be)l, though 1t'e 2:5% &.;. Fean having this problem with sleap lately:
Srayed up ua W1 5115 the uther day, and was thankful I had a plle of lLitrary beok
arcund the h.uwss,.

Jake's Sure-Flrs Uenversation Starterr (I use this in those awkward moments at
diznssrs and such) If you could inviie uny five people in the wo¥ld to dinnex, whe
Would yeu pick? Sectlon B: What five from all of history? Section C: What five
avents from bhieiory would yon 1ike to go back and see?

My znsvers: Sectlion As  Richard Klxon., Ted Kennedy, Dick CGregory. Danlel
Hoynithan and Barry Goldwater. This 1list night be different tomorrow. Ox in five
minutes, Section B: Thomas Jeffearson, Fenjemirn Franklin, Harry Truman, Winston
Chuehiil, Jose Marti. Ssctlon ¢s  JFY assassination, orucificiion, 1948 wWorld Series,
Apoile 11 on 4he moon., ithe San Franeisco carthouvake of 1306 and D-Day.

Jo what AT thati's slx? :

To bell with it. Geodnight EBRIY. zoodnlighi Radlo Australlas, geodnight smoky-
nessy office, 1i's erash tias.

-t o,

{{¥ell, I think you've succaede’ admirebly with the Gongo. I think that we, the
playsrs L the first postal gese of Presldential Polliics, entered into the thing
with the epirit of heipia,g you playiest and improve your lnvenilon. However,
publishing is not for evexyoms., Binge you don't enjuy &il the legwork, I'm glad to
read that you'll be guest GMing the ‘next game of FP la Pelltiesse. Keep it going. PP
is (or can become) geod sunough to té a hobby in its own right.

1 onoe lived raxt door to a fumily that moved away (from Maryland) to Texas. My
slster wae gocd friends with the daughter, ané she got letters telllng of the wondexrful
new nalghboriead they had moved to, where they lncksd the gates to the development
at night so noone ceuld gst out or in. It made me shudder.

I°@ have to think a while ic answer your hypothetlical questions. 1 belleve that
both Binstain and Sir Issac Newto would be on my Sectlen B 1list, however. And the
Big Bang which may have occswrred io zet the universe rolllng would make my 1list of
five events. Opinivas, Doomies?))

From Jeff Noto {4/20/84, excerpt):
Deay BRUX,

2oa"The LAsts of Doomn™ wae vary good., However, I think your mom should have been
included on the Prominent and Infilwintial Weuen 1ist. After all, if 1t wasn’t for
her {and youwr dsd. too) there'd heve pesn na BRWX ox YO tc begln with. It was also
interestling to see Liuda's name ou the lis?, as she hat begun to fade from the scene
£17 1 may put 1L ®0) Just as I becamz a Doomle. Thanks for putiing me op a 1list.
HJupefully we wiil e neetlng scameduy soon.

((By your legie ‘thougn, &nowidn’t all ny fomale ancestors have macte the 1isty
Bl 1v's dother's Day, oo D71 give nev an hoterable mention suyway .
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L.
from Bob Olsen {4/22/34)1

Uear BRUX,

Try to concsulraie very hard now, Bruee. 331 dusn.  3Swmoke ‘em I youtva got “om.
Relax, oalm down, I have a very inportani message for you and L waot wou te iy Lo
vniaratand. Heady? OK, The fact 1s, BHiEK, that when we sign up Jri a guningt gane,
you gae, we genarally keep our identldiy sonfideniial. tssrrends? fee, thav s the
oint, nobedy knows who's playing vhate That®s why it s gunboat, foms peuple even
work protty hard to keer thelr ldentity secrat. And jast a¥»ut nobdy atnouvnces oo
page | of bis siany that ne's entering a guuboa® serr. ot that? low 1 reaiire taat
there s o Houssrule oo this, but lake my word £ux 14, fL just aln't dour.

1°3) pre-empiively decline your invitatior to :lay lv a Worxmet Flaysrs gaie. 1
know you were going to ask, but ne, i've slisady wen ir one all-lofers gane. Thaaks
Joads but that one was enough, I know you haven’t asksd. but the issuw wus mepiisnaed
o #94, and T just wanied to sei wvouwr mind &% rest Wweini: you s2id snything.

The Amerlcan veler faces quite a choloe tols year. Lat’s see, re have su amlabis
dunza {that’s putiing it kindly)s a vaving dumagosnep & chonys ana & guy who sucks up
to anything that soves. 1 vaguely fevor the phony. hens me Li's sl laast concelvable
that 1°d vote for him lnatead of the duuce, but 1wally, ¥ plac to refuse to vote
wniess IP'e allowed to registexr under ibe name of Habson,

I know I wasn't asked but my Solomon-ilke wisdom may e of oms help in the .Julcy
Quotes contest. Thers's a simple, alegant solutlon which vou haven’t thoughi of,
Consider that if Stevs Lavngliey had 73 rigni, snd Daf had G5, shere did the extra %
come from? I suggest to you that Steve stoie them from hls ovn wifs «- an zet of
wuprecadented depravity. Thersfors Langley should e *thuwwn out of the contest a: i
the vrise awarded to Daf. Alternatively, and an egualliy fair soliution, weuld be
award Stsve firet place {even if e dic cheax, 21l Paf, Tirsi-ande-a-~balf ple -
which 1s somewhere abocve second, 8o, glvs Siove 15 free l3suwes, anc Daf soaethis
1ike 10, Thls would te eminently Talr, I thiuk, as loog as L'm sperding your uonev. ..

Actually I llhked the Liswes of Doomes.nazbe I stoaldn®t have sines i) was mo
outragecusly self-gpromoting, btuv then I always Liked Mork Beceh s trivle-issue Foo s
on Barch efforts as well. The very audzcity is anmuvelrg  Put glancing over “h: iists
it"s clenr that something i haywir: somewhersp they ' zll elsnted hsavily %oward
more recent lasues. O the 10 besi, not OFE lo earliler zhan #57. 3 out of 10 Mesl
Significant Eveats axe from earlilexr thac #60 (and ane :F those 1s trivial). Of the
20 vest pleces of writlng, 6 are pre-#50. And so on. Wnd earily VD ins insignificant
trash plle you sesm te lmply? Apd if so bow did you survive? I haven't gone back 4o
82a i:;” you are correct in this, but still. the samplse seqne a 93+ siewed, e “r In
tiat.

Randolph Sayth's solutlon to the Runesivns Poil prodlans -« neking up vwo lists -~
I8 a blt wiapy, but strikes me as au appropriate moasure luring ¢ %iae of transition
from less-rigorous polling to something new. But you'vs contrived to cut~wiup Smyth
with this idesz of aversging his two figures to come up with ore of your own. If
you're going o average two liste. why rot figure thinze (0 ways and %ake the averrge
of that? Jr take the Marco Poll linto considerstion? Kaw, tetisy you should jusi
allow this to be a transidion year, and let that he the end of 4t. Just see how ithings
work out this yaar, and then let rext time teke 2rve of Lla ovuo,

i llke the idea of reising morey through evsnis 1ike the FIO aucilon much betiar
than the Diptax idea. A=slde from everything else, the Auctlion sivikes me 24 moxe in
xooping with the spirit of the holby - umclass memanton, buring plgs “u pokes,
d1g+ing oui trash, and so on., And it has *he added advaniage of zpsravating Fo%e
Sacks, Tru:, the Diptax might also irriints Sacke (the only good inin~ nboni it) .
but st1ll), the Auction %4s more FUN. I@st’t uske the ductisn blager, uxl put our wornld-
be tax collestors to work poppling nubcaps,
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((Soxry, but I don't 1like the idea of having two "final® lists in the Zine Poll.
So I'1l stick with the method I've chosen for arriving al the finalired resulia in VD,
Randolph mentioned that publishexs who plan to generate their own lists fyom the
results should publiciece their method of doing this before thw poll derdline, so at
least no one will be alle to claim that I’m makidng any chanaea in order to help (or
hurt) the score of any perticular zine,

You forgot to mention Resgan in your list of pmaidenthl oa.nd:l.datas.

I too noticed the heavy emphasls townrd recent 1ssues and events while wrlting
the Lista of Doom. = There wac a distinet point at which VD drastically improwed in
quality, and that was with my second amnish (#54), Since thsn, the 1ssues have been
bigger and better; and I've keen calm and rational, and resasomably modest, instead
of egotistical and hotheaded. I think Af you go back and check, you ﬁon't find
much worihy of comment in the lesue from 1-53, with a few exceptions.

You won't play in an all~-losers game? Well, there goes that idea...))

From Kevin Stone (4/25/8‘*)-

Dear Brunch, . =

Howdy! You'll 'h! happy o know ﬂmt the mall lady here at school quit! Something
about the Sears catalog being lighter than the average letter from Delton. All
sexlousnesy aside, I thipk what 4id her in was the postcard of & tombstone somebody
sent her with her name on it. Damn college students anyway!

A1l the animal lovers out there: (yes, you Joan!) would love my sieter's boyfriend's
pet. It is a Toa constrictor. He has it in his xoom at his frat house. We fed it
two live white mice for dimex one night. It's ome hell of a let more interesting
than watohing a . dog, wolf down leftovsra! By the way, next on my readlist is "Death
in the Aftermoon” by Ernest Hemmingway. It is about buuﬂ@t!.ng. I lm Hemmingway's
style ~~ he was ene of the last trup real men. .

I finally got.azound to reading all the quotes after the contest was over. Cam't
you do anything without causing controversy? Since 1t's oleaxr you don't have a -
ma jorlty wlnner, you should have a meating in a smoke-filled room and declare a winner
from out of left fleld -~ Ted Kennedy, for instance. Once psople find out he is
compected in any way with The Voloe of Doom, they'll finally realize he's too orazy
to be our president.

I was crushed to see I wasn't on your "10 Farthest-Away Doomies" list. Hell, :
with the. rgcent Suprsae Court. decision, we (the aollago) have protty much nade ourselves
an 1nda ot coountxy. We've.in owr ownr woxdd. |

eelings on the RIGEL press and Feagan pretty much alrror Tom Sw:i.der s, I
rarely read press in games I'm not in. Looke like 1i's getting time to dust off the
old Reagsn/Bush button. It's also time to go to bed. .

m, ImmadthaMynssaftorall. I Just read the MES in ER#33. I

dldn't realice fhemmmsurwmsturfinu. Areyougoingtohmxon? '

((Unless At falls on a VD desdline.

Seons to me that most | an)ermpoplpmohavementedmmnttha-
mmm'tnaauwhmuw; YD #93's that is). Maybe if some of you,
1like you {Esvin), Tom Swider,. and Janes ; would allow yourselves to Overcems youxr
mjud;uamtmhrm.mu'ddhnoverﬁatmofth-m:gmainthat
issve was far more sultexrtaining then many of the: articles and lstters I print,

Ituakmtmmndmmthdhmhmmnrmmmmw
be president anyway.

Hanasmer.aulhomlsettommatnmxon!))

“d
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From Dave Kleiman (4/23/34):

Iiear BRUK,

Yes, incredille as it may seim, thlis 1s a letter to you. No, this is not press
or orders for the REIGEL, although everyone realecizes that if it wexe not for the
RZIGEL, VD would fecld. 3o, what does one say in a letter to BRIX?

Thanits for the resub. Perhaps we should combeine ‘cvienes, You know, I run the
games -~ you proveide the reading stuff. Or iz that what we'rve doing? ((Vexry funny...))

So Tom Sweider doesn't leike the REIGE], press? Can I pay Reilly to un~sub him
from VD?

So John MaoFarlane lelkes the RRIGEL press? Pleaee felnd enclosed $.50 for
another isswe for John.

So James Woodeon lelkes the REIGEL prese -~ espacially Jeopardy? Feilnd enclosed
$1.00 for another issue for James, : R

Contzoveray? You want controverss? You got 1t. You have ihe nmerve to lzuore ny
trelbes and 1ldst “Press Wars' and “Fiack Foresi® on your iist of the 30 Beat Pieces of
Hrelting Bver to b Published in ybt Slelas. Yes, Brucle, you ara elmply eleiue,

#hat else? 1 added a disk drelve to Ry computer syatam thla evering., Exceitment
at ite pesk. You kaow I had to do 1t bacause of the Ancrease in press in The Diplomat ~-
and thai's bacause I am in the EEIGEL. Hwmmm. ‘

Hey, I think 1'm dreiving to Uallas foi;r DIPCON in June, Luedei is a reider.
Thought I'4 mentlon it in case someons else wants a reide fyom Indy to Dallas (or
to bs picked up on the way), If o, they should wreits. If not, maybe I should fly?
Naw, .

((well, 1f I weve facing ihe prospect of a trip from Indy to Texas with Luedl,

1l think I'd £1y too! Ouly kidding. ' ‘

I didn't igrore your breibeas. I spant them very well, in fact. AL I ignored
weTe your stipulations regarding other actlons I ashould tske if I kept the monsy.
Yuk' yuk.-t ' ’

Have a good teime at Origins!))

From Dave Lincoln (4/27/84),

Dear BRIX,

Thanks so -much for the V) you've glven me. But it was really nice. Here's the
$5 you deserve for the *Jjob* you did, and remombér, you promised to 4o it Tor me ten -
noxe times! ‘ : '

I amn 1ndeed a Doomie and I've besn wondéring whore so aany of you other NDocmies
have been hiding. I'm still kinda new here in DIFLOMACYLAMD sc hello to all you Dosmles
who are now to me. ({What do you eay, Doomies?! Lst's give thise man a weloome
worthy of a toand new Doonle!) ' ' : .

Looks 1ike you PEGASUS players had a good time. I'm your kind of guy. Need
another to round out a game? I've just completed a couple’ of games and the cthers
I'm playing in have slowed to a orgwl. One no longer moves at all.  So I'm Just
itching for a game atart. c R R

Looks 1lke we are closs emough geographically, BRUX, to get together sometims. I
koow n fow players in this area that ave not part of the postal Bobtby as yet. ‘Maybe
we can have a 1ittle CumberCon this summer: ((Dave livea in Cthberledd, “Rhode Ialand,))

I play many other games beslder Diplomecy but it is easily my favéiite. MWy six
year old son has acquired the taste and plays about a dogen of my games frém Rail Baron
to Victory in the Pacific., He needs a 1ittle help still to follow all the riflas but
he can play them all solo. I'm hoping he'll glve me dome pointers for Diplomacy.

Keep in touch and thanks again,
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({Welcome aboaxrd, and thanks for one of the nicest letters I've ever received
from a btrand new subber. I think you'll fit right in as a Doomls,

Since we've now spoken, I know that I*ll have the opportunity to give you eome
more YD on our way down to MaryCon together. I'm looking forward to it. And may
your son grow up to becone a loyal. acreaming Doomle as well!

See ya soon,) ,

From Jim Meinel (5/3/84):

Dear Hruce,

Regarding yowr position on hobhy sexrvices, I don't think you've thought it through
very well., Bellevlng strongly in a priaciple doesa’t mean you're not selfish, it Just
impllies you're stubbornly selfish, ; If everyone were to operate on a direct cost-io-
cost basls the concept of a hobby would cemse to exist, not grow stronger as you
iaply. Subbers would pay only for the cost of thelr pleces of paper they recelved,
rlayers would only pay for thelr game ccsts, oxphaned players would pay for relocatlon
services (is it their favlt they were orphaned? Why should they have to pay a dime?
Are they really inclfred to pay at thad point in time?) and people who utilimed the
BNC & MNC services wowld carry that load (whoever that group of users is dofined as).
Wwhat kind of attitude is that? "I don‘t use 1t, to hell with helping them then."
Sounds selfish to me, Most hobbies and clube have (horrors!) dues, which go to support
the sntire network of services and activities the hobby may have., What would be so
tirong with annuai dues to support services that benefit all of us, directly or indirectly?

I can sensa, Bruce, that from your opirior on this topic and seweral others that
the selfishness is pervasive, or at least there 1s a distinet xeluctance on your part
to rely on anyone. clae. You don't accept nor- ‘xmant any money for Supernovaj you
refuse to agree with another publisher to taks over your games 1n case you drop dead
or abruplly fold; you donr't support the concept of a BNC aud presumably the fees also;
your houserules Yeflect a oompulsiwe deaive to do things your ways you loathe the idea
of using an ombudsman unless you are cleaxrly shown to be in the wrong first (if so,
then why use 1t?) and thus have an outeide party affsct you; in summary, if all of
the apove 1listed positionn of yours are correct, you Come across &8 an independent/
selfish - (choose) person. Ease up Bruce! I'l1 bet you're one of those who'd
rather pay massive user fees than a general tax.

The hobby will never be anything more than a gaggle of puhlishers as long as
positione such as the one you hold contizma to festar among us; there is a hobby
outslde of your circle of subbers,

((I think I am aware of that. .

I have responded to most of the points in t.he first half of your letter. in ny
reply to Rod Walker's letter elsexghare in this usue, 20 pleasa 893 that too.

The second half of youwr iétter; 1s astounding.: If you'xe going to oritiecize ne for
my positions, would you plezse do'me the minimal courtssy of criticising positicns I
have taken, rathey than o eIha\:e.not? I have gpont quite a bit of space here
recently discussing when I wiuld or would not go to an ombudesan. There axe many
instances in which a d.tsputa in VD wvill e {and has been) -lxought to arbitration,
but the type of situation Y ,\_ba isn't ons. _pf them. When I can be shown. to be
clearly wrong (e.g. in the' ca,le of a simpls ad.jmz.cat:lon erroxr), I simply correct the
exror without goitg to an'g xn.” Sinoe you either didn't read or didn't understand
ny description of the circumétances where a dispute here will go to arbitration, I'll
try to explain it one more time. ‘When neither party is clearly in exrrvor, that is
whanaplayar-m dispute in YD may go to arbitration.

0f" course, 1 would newer fold and orphan my games, but the VD Houserules explicitly

DCOUTAge BY players *i:o seek ano‘ther @ in the event that something happens to me. Your




*refuse to sgree" atatement is absoluiely unirue, ihexn.

Your use of the fact that I do not want nor accept (sutsider's) money for
Supernova as an illustration for your clale that I am selflsh makes about as much
sense a8 someone who comes Into the house soakling weti, and clalms 1t's because the
sun is shining. Soxrry, but your logic, if there is any, has totally eluded as.

As for my Homgerwles, 1 do not agree with your application of the word “compulsive®,
but I willl concede the polint that they reflect a desire {0 do things uy way., OFf course,
that stalement 1s truve of every ('s houserules. And so whose way am J. supposed 1o
do things in ay sine?))

From John Pack (5/1/84, excerpi)s

Hello thexe BRUK!

It's beon a while. Speaking of llsts, do I have the vecoxd for lomgesat perlod
botwsen communications with the publisher. While veading the lasi couple of issues of
¥D, I was rather surprised to encounter my nunme (used in o guoty) after sueh a long
Spell. Actually, (sshhhbh, don't tell anyone} you'rs nct a feared G4 at all. You
ware my faverite G and cortainly the most pradicisble (as you | have a sound set of
HA3s ~- though at times, I understand the sound is too lovd), I°'d like to rejoln
your standby 1ist (desiving whatever position is availakic ASAP) If there's - .
ever a gawe opening, 1°d enjoy that rare commodity tco. Know any ®ines avound thai
have openings for veguler Diplomacy? ((Check out Muxd'wing Minimiers Tor etactersi))

Anyway, I am alive. I left just afier the price riots stopped. At least, the
news says the riots were over pricing, those of us in the Lnow realise ihat the
people were Jjust upset when they heard I'd be leaving (to eztablish contrsl over
other apheres). Even when I arrived (on Dee, 23, 1982) thay had ¢ large patlonal
perty to oceletwate, I weally 4id snjoy my time as & missionary ther?%(in the Daminican
Republin)) end found a good rapport with the pecple.

I was quite shocked to find that the rscent VDs have quits outddne (at lemst in
size) thome I was acoumstommed to in 1982, I trusf qualiiy has goms up tooc. I really
eijoyed the Zoo Issue, but up to more recent thingies: I 1ilzs offsat betier than
ditto. Pretty recent, oh? Ditto louks great, though, if you don't care what it says.
The RIGEL press it an itty-ditty much., I™™ not sure that tha 1iat of peopls who had
a positive Lifluence on VD 1s exactly 'right. What 414 BRIX Llnsey ever do ihat was
pesitive? Cop, hever mind, I thought of something -- he siarted = great sice for all
of the others to have a positive influence on. .

Anyviay, congratulations on continmuing the ost zine. I lock Torward o many
more sxcellent issues coming,

{((Blesh. Welcome btack. Now you can catch up on all those VOs you didn't get to
read, and ease the withdrawal symptoms.

Newer Doomies may not recognizé the name of John Pack, but those who've besn
around for a couple of ysars or moxe know that he used to bs (and hopefully will
resune deing) one of VD's best and'most - prolific contributors and supporters. And
of course, many of you will mamber his artiole on "Diplomuy in the Dominican
Republic” in VD #83.

Well, John, I'lIl let you Jjudge whethsr quallty has m?mved here along with the
size. Ditto's fine nowi Just don't try too haxd to read the first lasua or twe that
I published using it. hctually they*re all ye readahle, bui it takes an offprtl)

Now, don't you dare leave thincome-rymin. prl miseyav t.ha.tm ana,‘u
the other Doomlies will riot this time! ~ o | ,

Yes, hobly, the Pack 1s teck!)) o

Cne of my subbers recently ukad ne, uhy is a 1ong-'bongmd lizard 11ke Yoka Ono?
Because they both live off of dead beatles.
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From Edl Blrsan:

COMMENTS ON "PLAYING TO WIN“ ARTICLE IN VD #93

There seems to be a lot of confusion in the article tetween playlng to "win" and
simply being s good sport 'and "playing" the game. What you object to in the Monopoly
player quitting is not coxrectly his falluwre to play to win but simply poor sportsman-
ship as you define sportsmanship. In fact the player that quits when he no longsr
has any hope of winning can te viewed as the extremist of the "Win Only School™ though
he does a great disservice to those of that philosophy. '

When people =it down for a parlor game there is a silent assumption that most of
us make: we play the best ws can which hopefully will achleve a win under the rules
of the game AND have a good time in the company of the other players. When victory is
no longer a real poseibility as pekceived by the player, then most players expect him
to continue to play ae best he can and to add to the game's enjoyment: thls 1s called
good sportsmanship. However, this is not a single edged EDIct, for it 1s also the
responsibility of the remmining playexs (le those who are heading to win) to
contribute to making the game a vehicle of a good time for the company that you are
with. In play yowumust not lose sight of the fact that enjoyment is not only a product
of the game, it is the reason you started in the first place. It 18 easy to lose focus
on a game and grind it down to a harsh contrast between "victory and defeat"; this
abrasive style generates draws, frustration and stomswall allliances that run conirary
to the achievsment of the very "Win" that moat of us desive. Thereiore it's genszaily
the better player that mixes in with his zame strategy for victory scme other tactics
that scatter the focus of the oiher pleyers and allows for several "planes” of play
in tha game for the enjoyment of al) while at the same tims pushing steadlly along
another plane to victory. ‘

In your 1ittle Momopoly fiasco; you must shars some of the blame for the fellure
of the game. Fyoi what little facts you present, it appears that you presented one
playex with s storiewall slliance and held - o hope out for that alllance to end or
for theze to be altermative tactics that the player on the outs could appeal to. You
in effect concentrated the focus of the game on a win/loss situation and did your best
to define for the other player that there was no option for him but lose. Having
done that, that the game should end is only natural for you have employed the tactlc
of elimination of nll other tactics for the players and all other purposes of the
gane other than win/lose. ‘ : i

I hope that all this makes some sense without too many tangenis strung along, and
of course I leave it up to you to print it or not. If you do print it, please extend
me the courtesy of printing it in whole without EDIting.

((Dons, although I presuae you don't object to the correction of a minor typo or
two. i E ' : . . ) ..
It seems that may articie on the Monopoly samé with "Brad" and “Jane" has provoked
a falr bit of responsé.  K¥hat you ave saylng is true to an extents I had "Brad" _
backed into a coxmer from which he felt he could not possibly win. In that assumption
he was wrong, as.the "alliance” bitween ne and “Jane would have dlssolved once "Brad”
no longer had a clear advantage oyer us, but my mistake was in not making this fact
clear to "Brad".until aftsi.Be had quit in disgust. And when someons feels thal there
isn't a vy of hope, as "Bred” surely’did, then what optlon does he have but to quit?
(Well, several, actually, but "Brad” wasn't inclined to take any of thenr ‘slnce he
falt that his “"ray of hope" was being denied unfairly.) T

To the newer hobbyists in the audience: Edi Birsan is a very highly respected
Diplomacy player with years and years 6f experience in the postal hobby, " It's my
distinct pleastrs to weloomé him aboatd: Hope you enjoy your stay ae a Doomde, Rail))
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Frem Chaxrdo Idison (4/27/84):

Deaxr Brulser,

I've baen back in lclorxado now for over a month, and I've boen made aware of one
things Colerado weather changee aven faster than I ranembgr. i woke up the other
dey and it was beautiful; mot a caoud in the sky, about 63°F et 7100 a.n. and getting
warmers By noon, it was anut 687, bubt the wlnd had picked up, and ciouds wexe
pourlng over Pikes Peak, our logal “weathar-ncker", 2330 pem., 1t started to raln.
The temperatuwre was dropplng 107 every hour. Arcund ?aoo pem., the raln changed to
snow. We wound up with about 2 f£i, in 24 howrs., 'Two days latexr, it was 65, and all
the snow was gons. Ah, Colorado Springs in the aprina. %ruly a mervel, If only the
wind would stop Wlowlag,

Well, I'm golng to Euro:;a for a month or so, beginning Hay 20th. Ty 1s headling
over aromnd the 15th, and I'm flying to meet him in London, txavelling with hls cute
slster Lauwrn, vho we ¢sll Lalla. Wa'xe going to spend about 10 days in England, then
pick un a cexr in France and drive to the Netherlands for a few days, where we have a
fow friends, Then on inte Germany to see castles sund the wine country. If we otill
have tims, wa'll scoot over to Zalsburg foxr a few cays. Laura and I tnen £fly back on
June 15. I'm not sure whet Ty's plane wlll be, or how he'll keep his position in
RIGEL, but thst's olwiously his problem,

»«odon'st you think :i's about time you declaved me the wimner of the Subscription
War? Thanks.

((Not at 811, We Doomies have not yet begun to fight. Dooales, don't let him win
80 easily -- start sending me large amounts of mowsy today!

Your disausslon of Plkes Peak brings back memoriss from a 77~day txip around the
country thet I ard two friends took in 1976, Plkes Peak was one of our ctops. We
took the cog rallway to the summlt, from where we had a terrific view of Golorado
Springs. On a ¢lear day (which ows waen't) I heax that ore can ses 2ll the way
to Kansas, And you aren't kidding aboui the Colorvado weather, eithex; the only tine
on cur trlp that 1t snowed was in late July, while we were on the top of Mt. Evans
(at 14,260 feot, the higheat paved rvad in the world, I beliewve). It fiuxrried
teiefly uhna wa wore there, Ah, the West...

Enjoy Europe!))

#rom Kaiby Byrns (5/1/84, excerpt):

Deax Bruce,

Well at least I trled ito do the crossword pugzle =-- snclosed la the mess I made
of It! 1 muct admit however that some of your clues left a dot to be desived. And
you are right when you say -- you shouldn't txy to meke a living at 1t. If you do,
you might find yourself on a permaneat dlet of cat food!

Thanka for the ballot for the Runestone Poli, however Gary's was much betisry =-
8o 1I'1) use his, Al least Gary's had some form of alpha.hatiml liatim for lacy people
such as myself to atart from.

Speaking of lasy, would you. please get new retwrn addross hbolﬂl I hnte having :
to gc buck & look up addreasesl _

+eo¥Well, T just ‘wanted to drop you a guick note = I'l teying to cleu: ap-atl -
the letters that I owe before I legve foxr AZ on Fyidey! That way I'll only be about
200 behind upon my return. I'm ny d.i.p b::eak now -~ figure to got a head -start
on the rest of you! :

((Thanks for a nice letter, and also the post card from Arisone. Ah. the West, s
My "Albany® retwrn address stickers ate finslly running out, either with this
issue or next, so then I'11 switch over to the "Balton" stlckers. Falr emough?
I'm just a bit too cheap to throw cut the old ones. Being Jewish has 1lte advantages!
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Toutre right, of course, about the crossword puzzle -- there were four errors
as of last count (not three as I've stated slsewhere in this lssue). The The following
words were g£1) misspelleds Leprechauns, eici, Elre, and hamsters. Sorry 'bout
that -- L've checked over this month's puzzle much more carefully. Clues were .
vretty poor teo, eb? Yeah, in sone cases, But 1___ really ought to know that "Kathy's
vay of sa ‘coma in'" is eng )

y Aﬂtm{if those Doonifs uho sul to a lot of zines’ (like you) w1l probably find
At much sasler to use a BAlYo¥ Yike Cary's which lists all the zines in the North
American hobby, Mine could only accomodate 26 entrles anyway. I can't (or don't,
anyway) keep itxack of each and every zino and subaine the way Gary does.

You, i22y?? Hah!)) | _

S

From Dave Kleiman (5/5/84)}s~* "0 v
Dear BRUX, R : | '

Yes, your eyes aré ﬁot deceivi.ng yOU == this is & sseond letter (in t.he same
envelope) to you from moi. What has the world come to?

Aftezr our Ephm Gonversation yésterday, I decided that although you had decided to
nglear the air" about the latest Bd Wroebel comments in Politesee -~ you know, the
ones abtout me being » suppressed GM and you being the SULPressor -~ that it would Lo
good for me’td efd+s ny story myself. You will note e’:hat T have sent a copy of -
this to Mr. muln

OK, many mocns igo, you van a poll-and one of the qmstioms asked how the reader
would have Tuled in ‘the “doutlo-ordercd/ilrobsl” controversy. I belleve I answered
that I would" hm zilad as you ‘ha ruled- Az yeu putlished in ihe 'Joj.pe ot "Boom

that T weuld heve miled ag vou had led, Pins. Now add that T commentsd in a
recent letter to Ed Wrobel -~ NOT A LETTER TO POLI'IE%S!& ~= that I would have allowed
Ed's orders to succaed, : YNou, in nerveading the lettor & ot we Sd, it 48 obviouvs &
“hzt I 4mplisd thot you, i:uce, ware indeed mlsrapresan" ing ny viaws. 1 went on to
say that I was in i Dipicmacy hobby as a publisher tn suppori games, NOT feuds, ote.
Today, . An The. Dipglogpatl; I would have allowed Ed's ordexs to Suoceed &S support
orders. As I Baid %o you on tha phone, I believe that the intent was olear, and .
as long ag the intent 1s clgar, I aceept the ordere.  Now, in The Voice of Doom, I .
would EXPECT the oxdsxs to fail and:X am perfecily happy with 3he Taot $hat you would -
indeed fall the orde:.r .That 18 your: etyle, and there is a need in thin*habby for :
different atﬁ % 18 a.publication dedicated to: good games off postal
Al

Diplomacy, a will contdnue 10 allow  much hﬁltude 1.n the orders

that I accapt, also mever run a leiter/comment colwmn, - -

although I ﬂmly bellave that there is a need for such ihinge.: And Imﬂaaddthat

although letters to VD's letter column (or any lettér column) from me are xswe, it

is not because I ms@praasod —~.or, any such nopsense -- but it is because I £ind

that oy tipe 38 Jipited, apd I choose mot to apend 4t writing letters to publishers.
Before I cldse tals letter, I thought that I might tell s 1little story that might

be enteminlng to your readers. Round 1, National.Diplomacy Tournament, Detrolt,

Hichigani p_ L.dxew Turkey; Ed Wrobsl dryws Ausiris; and:Bruos IAnsey.graws
A po ope-would ba surprised. to know: that.I ended as &idi-center
Turkey ==

at Thady, snd Austria wexw- ot w hut of m:.ghhom o eaeh
other. ]; enjo,m ihe_smz so did-Bruce md gdu. ERLEEN

((0# dotwas we éid'; I{g ve, gopd. friends despite mll ovr. aa.fferin; viewe.
This letter was received after 1'd already typed up my other comments on the .
mattex elaouhere in this 1issue. Although Ed still hasn't confiimed that you're the
CM he was veferring t8;°T Believe, given what you've told me, that that 18 probably
the case, I'll'let’'the readers judge for themselves, given the above, whether I

mierepresented any views or twisted any amms on the matter.))
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From Joan (5/7/84, excerpts):

Dear BRIX,

»eel'1ll clip the coupon from the last VD and maybe even be able to collect my
free halrcut at the Hamnasoroix Barber Shop!

Loved The Lists of Doocm. Samantha and I were pleased to be meationed so often,

In response to Larry Peery's questlion in VD #93, yes, I've ssen a bullfight. It
wag during the summer of 1971 in Madzid, Spain. There were actuslly 4 bullfights -~
four matadors, each with a differeat bhull. Beling an anilmal lover, I was appalled
during the firsi fight to :malize I was watching the killing of a tull. I thihk I
closed my eyes during the fixrst fight, but by the fourth fizht I was cheexrling along
with the cyowd. Amaging how quickly one can get lauwred to cruelty. Thought about
sending you prints of the slidea of the tulifight, but one single pleture can't
represent tha whole atmosphors, so you've not getting any.

Along that line, remember tha Tom Lehrer song with the line about the driver
ruzning over a dog with such mastery that ho (ths driver) was awaxrded both eays and
a tail?

That’s 1%t for now, You should hear from me in about a week with specifir uooze
(to borrow a Bexchian spslling) of our trip.

((See ya soon! And if you coms in Jws, you'll be able to get 2 Hannacxoix
Halrcut (somewhat similar to a Mohawk!), -

I believe the song you're thinking of ls "In Qld Mexico". Like most of Tom
Lehmx's songs, it's a rlot.

I'm Just aeg glad that you didn't send me & plcture of ihe bullfight. Watching
somebody ¥ho 1s immocent of any vwrongdolng gei brutally murdered ian't really
ny idea of entertainment.))

From Miks Baxno (5/6/84, and labeled "nelther for nor against putlication®);

Hiya BRUE,

Sorry I haven't writien in a century or two. I’ve been mostily lasy and trying to
do some other thinga,.

Things are generally decent. Not great, but my prohlems are in the past. I'll
hopefully be picking up a programming job sconp not much in ihe way of other plans
except MadCon. Working Saturday nights (& Fridays soon) ai racetwacks,

Propoasd solution to the nuclear situation: use ‘em all (inoluding Chinese,
British, ete.) to oblitarate the White House, Pentagon, and Xremlin. Then the rest
of us can go on and relax.

I think “Teething Troubles® from VD #7¢ helongs not merely on, but atop the ilst
of best axtlcles.

Boy, I'm proud =~ caused & top controversy and still managed to have a "nost
positive 1:):nmno-"! Or was ihat my positive influence? (Tee hee, as Randy Ellis
would BaY.

Did Woody insert "pee” into hamsters?

As I suggested to Randolph, it makes more senmse to add the scores attained by a
zine in the two Poll lists to get a final renking, rather MWMM the
two lists, so that a hundredth-of-g~point difference is not elevated to sgqual status
a8 a two-polnt difference between consecutively~ranked einss. I think, though, that
the prefersnce matrix and 8% trimmed mean nake for a mors meaningful poll. They also
mean I'1l have to put a lot more work into faking the results than I 434 in *82.

Good letter on smoks.

({Gosh, I'd all but forgotten about your fake results! As Randolph has by now
pointed out in FSF, your idea presumes that the matrix scores range from 0 to 10, and
this 1& not in fact the cass. I would have agreed with you, though...

"Peathing Troubles" should hsve n listed in the top 20 -- you're right,

I'm sure all your friends are glad o hear that times are bettcv. Peace!))
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From the friend to whom this issve hag bsen dediceted..s
LepraGon 1934

by Joan Extrom

There was no pot of gold marking the driveway, the dogs weren't painted green, I
couldn’t find any green beer, and the "Vanishing Leprechaun" mystery that BRUX sent
for us to solve vanlshed mysterlously and still hasn't reappeared. But the green
carpet was out (it's always out) and we d1d have 11 particpants, lots of fun, and LOTS
of food at the first annval LepreCon, held in beautiful (7; downtown (7) Wren,
Oregon (a suburb of Philomath, which is a suburb of Corwvallis, which 1is..,oh, you
get the idea) on the bauks of the Maxy’s River.

Featured gueste were Cathy Cununing and Terry Tallman, who arrived from Seattle
chauffered by Hen's sister Ali. The xeat of us were Oregonlane, Besides Ken, me .
and Samantha, there were, from Eugene: fellow Doomis }ike Ebll, who does the FHORD
subezine in Life of Mun_g@; Michael lLee, a veteran of over 400 face-to~face Diplomacy
games in the last 10 yoars; and Jim Bumpss, long-time pubber of Liberterrsan, with
his wlfe Linda and P<~week-old son. From Sheridan was Stephen Lee, who's
been in the hobby guite & while and was iuvolved in the "R=-3" coniroversy In Retallation
{which I now understand from having read my back issues of VD), ZLast but not least
was Vic Bucy, a friend of Tallman's who came all the way from Waldport on the coast
Just to wateh for a few hours. Amazing.

 Kingmakey, BRlak, Can't Stop, Civilization, and Diplomacy -~ both zegular and
gunbtoat ~~ were played. -Fartly because my positlon as hostess put other demands on
ry time and partly because I'm not an avid gamer and have no desire to sit for six
hours playing a game, I participated only in the Dip gomes. They were, in fact, my
firat FIF games and more or less my first exposure to Diplomacy at all, since my
postal game 1n 1'has-Lo is only up to fall *02. As Turkey in the regular game, I
allied with ¥ichael Lee) and he was a trustworthy game-long ally. Got off
easy for my first ga.me, didn’t I? Gunboat was much more fun. I was Germany and
acgquired ths nlckname "Exterminator Extrom" for my aggressive tactics., The incldent
is recorded for posterity on a taps we made for Mark Luedl. I hope he reallzes how
valuatils that tapes may be some day.

I had been worrisd that people would got bored because we don't have a TV or
stereo, but I tmdsrestimated the dedication of gamsrs who, I dlscovered, won't even
stop a game in oxder to eat.

Terry Tallman wag in rare fom with his anti-BRUKian remarks,

In response tc Michael Lee's "Better king for 4 day than schmuck for a lifetime”
(comment during the Kingtaker game), he retorted, “Better a lifetime as a achmuck
than an evening with BRUX," Next he came up with “I'd rather have hemorrholds than
be a BRWold." Needless to say, the conversatlon rapldly deterlorated after that
polint. Terry Jjust cavnot accept the fact that I'm a loyal, screaming Docmle.

Saturday evening we placed a ¢all tc Paul Rauterberg. Mark Frush had told me
that the Madlads would be at Faulls celetrating Paul's 30th birthday. Well, they
wexre obviously Paxtying (the ohnoifous-sounding person in ths background singing at
the top of his lungs was none other than R-r-r-r-rusnak!) but it wasn't Paul's
birthdsy and apparently ha's already 30. However, since he'd been partying for 12
hours by the time we called. he graclously let us all gather around and sing "Happy
Birthday" to him anyway. 'Alse, Hyic Ozog arrived in MDwaukee during the ghone
conversation, auch to cathy'a r!sl:}aht.

Mﬂmohﬂ Ty 2pm Sunday, which is 3uat as well. since Samantha's temperature
was over 103" and she was eick foxy n week after that. So was Terry. All in all, we
had a great tlme and plan to do it again next year. We have to -~ I'm too lazy to
take down the dscorations. So save the weekend of March i5-17, 1985, and come to
LepreCon II featuring -~ GARY COUGHLAN!!

((Sounds good to me! Thanx to Joan for letting me print this article for free,
in exchange for which I get to take her out tn dinner when she comes to Dalton in a
few weeks., And, thapks 4o Texrry Tallman for the kind words.))




Second is two froebees, Deadline is June 8, 1984, Go for 11! .
AGROSS 137. Bunsn Isle
1, ¥ichalskl's volce 77, You to me or me 1o you 139. He was Bozp itc Dip’s publer
6. Senthern city ¥8. Churns or foars i1, “Vigard of Dip" sire
ii. A missed bulld w:i,ll 80, Mellow Yeliow or SIRIUS 142, Land apace on the hoaxd to
fien come hack 40 i 51, Large province which no army ever moves
you w283, Whitelaw _ , the diplomat 145. Russia‘s opening flaets
i6. Daceive the gamsuzaateh 84, Proiific dippy pubber could bounce hexe ia S'M
21, Thiek skin ... . 86, Time enough for two FIF 148, Asian countyy ‘
22, Nonreactive ST game-years 149, Sounding device for
23, Memphis guadruped 7. Home of VD's litexary wax lopation
24, One who supply %0, Galicia, %o Russia 150, Harsupial featurs
conters can't i " 91, Parfrog, Borkraut, 151, Island countxy
(2 wds,) .~ Romwop, 152, tLaugh scornfully -
25. Birdsnake %, Online {abbr) 153." Sikkim is here
27, Wiobel's apeci:}gr “98, How Krud might spell 154, ovon namreG ro sadwS
29. Badeball stat - b doanes 155, Gemmany might order A Tyvos-
F. Pindu figupe Y 9, Postel Diplomacy‘n Ple 1a F '01 _ mxpport
31. Missils housing 7 Appaliing Greed ; :
%ﬁ 2% rgiln;ada i e 97. Turkey to Bussia, in g DOuN
s urvivors, AkbY, stessroller . :
35. Sionder, rlgid 3L 98, Barents or Asgosn by gmlalm, ght ;:;_lka 4 me t"-
. ai %ﬂt t:i: en Sound heard at a ByrneCod g way oed nos
dao Atdlanii if no peoplie make noise '
39, Ten thousand 1 ivis 7108, Devour the FRIC 2" %3 H?&?nt' {fj‘.“.b')st parson E
voyels Y102. Gezman tlitle 5' Tig an “
M. France dossn' ti“-m* What Tesry wanis us to ® wr (R.) Lt
England here 4a#vi ¢ pay (2 wis) o Seadgear . i.--:-‘
42, Urinates " 10%. Stubborn __ ox (2 wde) . Toyul, soreaning readers of
- R a Great Neck zino : o
I‘!’,}o ‘Jmtorio‘m Doo@ Eankﬂ 8. I I lﬂ m 1t
48, Ark tuilder . 110, Out of the way de e @
10, Ou in Plains Congo. (a\&hr), :
50. Joan and Alex 113, Tease 10, PRIE vislis Alex Po g
53, Greuk cheesa o Night garment . (2 was) Xfor __ -
55, ___ and died “114, Biblical figure A
57. Boasts about ' '115, Oaklyn or Winsome 12 ID“*‘;- h ;;‘ e o
61, If Mark Law wezy © 116, Rip 13' 2120 xﬂaa 8 tar .
ahe~penguln, (g 118, Plastic stars and anchor® 13- peviates ?::h' s
lay this T pight do 1bim, but mever T oam da g oecanse
62. Fargo goli t-ougmge - wooden btlocks — Oh: 2ioe -
65. Surrounded ty ﬂmw 120, Lived %o a rips old 1{ et
660 I'Laliﬂ.n ri‘mr 122. Say 1“'0 ﬂiﬂ’t 80 18. M{dllh Mh !i
67. Pudge and le {j,_j__‘ 125, in, to surround ’ docide, ! “
68, . Ehltney ?;i . 127, Apsoff likes to 19- Mra, Denve
69. & chortle Chin 7129, Lorg time perlods 20 3 Romen :ts
71. Dsat without t’ | ‘130. Part of the Med % A mf‘m b o1t
;g, Speed up an engs.m 1%, Simon Billcnness will g might capturc
» Axrmy beds say this scon
7%. Produced foapring 135, Issues of Woody's sino? 22' inigkt or Ellis, to Rellly
75, Might he worn by Gathy Byl LT 32, oy gulf

Since the first Dippy Crossword puzzle contalned thiaz errors,
compose a second one, this time with no nisiakes.

or Alex. tut never Pudge

Dippy Crossword #2
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I felt ohtiligated Yo

Fizst orize 1is 5 free isaues,

Barno to Alex, when she's
in Spain
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i, Julie and Cathy have

issues of Jans's zine
Ocean trenches

What you ¢o with an
ordor change con the

" xight before deadline
Two Enztands and s
Geraany
Russo-Torkish Orgy
Mra. Hslverstadi
Cassius Clay

Arpett and Hasters
Dick and Gary ravely
do this

Glover*s pub
Consumad wlthout
encking

» Paltistan Nepal Aden
_Romania ‘Iammzela

- "Russia .

Gsmany or Russia can
~ have this %n~ ’01, but
Italy can'% .

Extra "o" added Ly

3% wasn't

Rannacroix author
KaneXon attendces uem:
‘here in *83

girls
Mastors or Haghfield
Phyllis ox Semantihs..

get swrprised,.. -

Golfer's item
Pearson’s nilocknsme

in ‘01
Without centere"
ERUX, i1l he bun a
house
Acqquires Imowledge
ocannot be oaptm&
by anyons in '01
88. Neon or krypton, e.&b :

£9. Harvest

s
<

91, Musical symbol
92, Carefully scans a zine
93. Viekl

~ ‘mistake makes this whol |

Matter ia an ﬁnflwhaﬁ .
- tollet ot a collage for

Descrit&onofaq_Wf ;

Ensland might move. hem - iﬂlb. Prom that

- 108 Tharhssn or ma-r
* 109, PAYAEWL

103. Fiw voweld, all diffo_r_ent
‘106, Eﬁnr is ‘Paris -

‘190, 34 ‘oputors

-7 '412, Lake: in western U.S.
'_"1115- CQWN - 2
' -&19. Motal

) 121: me’. in Knight's
m

122, Orde-

123. What happensd when Wrobel
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most easily by filling in the
letters.

e R e g M TR T e o 2

i w-r}- Eisd ¥ R T i R

o B g g
T A B AT M R YT




\) o

° ) BRK Speaks
¢ !
/ A’re Pu_h}ishers Hlite?
/
Is thera a caste system wlthln the struciture of the vostal Diglomacy hobby, or
are ali dlppers created equal? Should some of the hobhy!s liiersiure b reziviched

to an "elite” few, or should 1t 2ll bs mads svailable to ithbse hobby uit lavge?

A digeusslon on preclsely this tople has lesen takfig place recently fin Dizk
Martin's nev zivs, House of Lords. S:‘mca many of you may never evan have heand of
HOL bazfcre, allow me to digresa Juet for 2 moment znd explslin exsuily what it is. In
Tick Martin®s own words, from isaus #i, HOL 18 "o zeen by, for and about publishers
end publishing, Gis and GMing. It runs no gam2s, aad is svalla¥le o publlishars and
GMs only." (Thle reetriction was changed in the following issue, but I'11 get to
that shortiy.)

In House of Lorxds #%4, seversl of these publishers and (Ms had commentie mepaudl g
thnls polley. “Host of them wers very supportive of it. TFor exanple...

N

John Caruscs “HOL ie not an elitist zroup or a scgregailed group as everyone esams to
visw 1t. I see 11 as a forum for a cortaln group of people., Anyone zan G o.r pui

cut & one pege flyer and call it a zeon and be able to varileipate. Unlike segregetion
which denles pecple -~ HOL siates how you axe entitled. If thls was elitlist, only

ths top Fifiy or so G¥s and putllishers would be allowed o suter. You have doae it 4n
a very ialr way -- pegi and present GMs and publiishers, and since anyonrs can GX or
publish, apyone caa take part, That's somethlng thess powplaz who call this an ‘ellitist
group' fall to recogulme,®

Konrad Baum:isters "Wy own opinlon s that only putbers should get it {({the zine)),
slnply beceuse it maka:s the zeen eilie, nnd why uot foel olite if we can?”

Fod Walker: “Tho most vocal and coplnlonated psople in the hobby tend io mei into
publishing anyway, so this "restrictloen' isn't all that resirvictive., I would say,
however, that you would e well adviszed to consldor leliing non-putbers subscribe,
Two weasons; one is that there's rothing sacret about what's been 32id hoxe; the
other 1s that soms non-pubbers are interesied in publishing and it wouwld be good for
them to read some of these discussions. But it Sseme a very good idea to resirict
laput to those who've ‘been ithers.'™

Steve Langleys "As to the ellitlist controversy; it's your zeen, run 1t the way you
want to. I imagine if thers exlstis a "very interested’ nonmpubliaher with great
Insights, ete., that he will be puklishing soon in any cmse.”

And Dick Martin, responding to Bawrelster: “The objecilve hers is not t.o exclude
the dregs, but include the most active/expericnced.”

Well?! I've been publlshing and Giing for well over four years, and I've naver
felt that I'n a member of some "elite" group. Now, 1 wlll agree that Dick has every
right to publish his zine any way he llkes -- thai’s not the point. The poini, it
seems tc me, 1a why be so restrictive o bogin with? Maybe it is true that the toples
covered in House of Loxds are of interest ounly to publishers and (Ma, and maybe it
isn't. But why | why not let the members of ths hobby decide for themselves what interests
then? Why not at least glve ever Yous a cnoice? I submit that Dick and othezrs might
De s surprised at the lavel of interest many hcbbyizpta have regarding matters poxtaining
to @iing and publishing. Case in point: a whlle back I ran two round-table type
discussions in VD, regarding “Gamesmasters and the Telephone™ and the treatment of
off the recexd material. Both of these discussicns drew extensive comment from people
who were neliher GMs nor publishers. And whlle I admit that some of the toples covered
in HOL do not strike me as of particular intersst to non-publishers (e.g. the
discussion of filing systems), 1t just seems to me that the non-publishing membera
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of the heobby are capable of making thely own <ecisions about what they want to read.

If I may answer a fzw of the comments alove {oh boy! I may?), 1t seems to me that
the dlstinciion between something which “denles people” and something which "states
how you are entitled” is iike distingulshing a glass half ampty from one half full.
Maklng & zine avallable ouly to publlshers and GMs is gxactly the same thing as
denylng At to those who du neither, Jjust asz saying "you may vote cnly if you aren't
black” 1s squlvalent to "you may net vote if you ars black.” So the distinetion John

laruso 1s trying tc make above is in my opinlon no distinction at all, but rather an

exercise lu semanilce. And his argument that anyone can GM or publish is true, but
lrrelevant -- who's go!.ng to start GMing or publishing Just soc he can ha\re the right
to sub to House of Lords?

Similarly, I disagree with Rod Walker's suggestion to "restrict lnput to those
vwho've 'been there®.” While perhaps Dlck might well want to sort through all the
commenis rscelved and pilck out those most sultable for print, I'll bet the mortgage
(and win, I assure you) that some of the most cogent commeniary about GMing and
publishing would come from those who have trled neither -- people like Nelson
Heintzman, Jeff Neto, and Bob Oleen, whose lnexperience in these matters dldn't preclude
thelr very lnformed and intelligent contriltutions to the afore-mentioned round-tatle
discusslions ln YD. By denylng pecple like this the rlght to contribute, Dick is
losing out on some potentlally stimulating and fresh ideas -- and so are his readers.

Langley’'s comment is just not always true -~ rofer to the people cited in the
above paragraph, and many others, as examples of those with a great deal of imnsight,
but for whatever reasons have not taken up publishing or GMing.

And Martin's reference i¢ "the dregs" perhaps glves a very revealing clue about
his reasons for imposing ihese restrictions to tezin with ~- if you poor common folk
are only “the dregs” of the hobby, well, then, maybe you're Just not good emough to
participate in these dlscussions of sacred toples by slite publishers,

To the reacue of "the drezs® comes Hark Berch: *Seriously, if you think that, for
example, that only CM/pubbers are intsrested in GMing ethlcs (which deals largely with
how GMs treat thelr players), then from such a wrong premise, wrong conclusions flow."
And he goss on to point ocut how one of the letiers in a previous issue, written by a
publisher (Kathy Byrne)}, could well have been written word for word by a non-GMing
non~publisher.

So what came of thls discussion? In HOL #5, Dick revised his policy, saying "Sorry
to puncture the ellte aura, kids, but I just couldn't stand the aggravation any more."
The new policy? HOL is now avallable to anyone, BUT publishers or GMs can get it
by writing for 1t, by trading for it, or by paylng a dollar an issue: non-GMing non-
publishers have to pay $2.50 an issue to get it -- there are no altermatives for
"the dregs”. And to me, this is pretty darn close ic the same old policy: $2.50 is
an exorbltant price to pay for any zinme (sez he, who shells out that amount for DN and
charges $3.00 for & copy of his fourth annish as a back issue), and with all dus reapect
to House of Loxds (vhich contains az good deal of Interesting material), it simply
does not approach $2.50 per iseue in value, (#5 was 18 pages long; I haven't seen
any issuss since.) The point of all this is not 1o chide Dick for charging as much as
he does {that 1s every publisher’s right), but to point out that he really hasn't
changed hia policy all that much, except for thosp non-(Ming non-publishers who wish
to pay the trily asironmomlcal price for a sub.

It ail bolls down to the same thing. The hobby's “ellte" -~ the publishers and
GMs -~ are allowed to sub to and coatribute to this forum, while "the dregs" for all
zractical purposss are not. It's Dick's gine and he can yun it any way he choosas,
But I personally see no value to his restiictions, and in faci I view 1{ a8 destructlve
to erect phony barriers such as that which House of Lords seemz to have constructed
betwaen “the ellite” and “the dregs". To my way Yy O - thinking we're all equal. I you
readers are "the drega", then, well), I'm proud to be zwmongst you. The fact that I
happen to publlsh does not make me superlor toc anyore sles, Any opinlons from "the
dregs” out there? From anyone®
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. PE.  ile mighi b parcusded to meke it 3 beer instead...
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Sorebody asied me lasti year why I print these coupons each yecr. DBsceus: Doomies
sl very spaclal people in my Yook, that's wiy! And I can certainly spring for a
milkehoke ouce o year for a speclal person who moy have traveled halfwar across tha
country ¢ #f pf. Busides, I'm welrd.

Reperber, only one cut of every 35,000,000 people in the world is e Baomia;
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