St111 ancthexr issue of Ed H:mhl'l ’\rery favorite zire!

THE VOICE OF DOOM

R BT T B T A R IR R T I “"‘:ﬁﬁgmaMmm.&assaﬁmwwaﬁﬁmzw_mﬁw.mﬂsezg‘,ﬁn-:-.zf SRR S A RIS

#I7 P July 10, 1584
Clzewlations 120 f by BRI
HERESEC SRR I S En g @I NAR 3::41-:@:2.‘:wnﬁ:n&:w«m.;mssw;,s.s@:&mmw RS IR AN T S TSN R s R

Contributions fozr VL's fifth annish have begun to trickle iu, and suveryl people
have promlised me they wm try to wite samething :t‘ar 11’.. Keep "em eming. folks! .
The mors, theé rarrier. E

For those of you who misaed it. there war a content hidden within I . uw's lailar
in VD 496, wieneln enyone who told me in writing thati they had read the o« }:agr.a
in questlon would be eligitis to win a free isems, John Pack and Brad Wi son were
the only two to respond, so a fiip of the coin and...Brad Wilson is ouvs ¥i wichex.
Nick Feiella was plso kind enough ip send in the followlng remarks: “Yem. & xes?
Ig's letter. Dut don't glve me any more free Assuss, I feel gullty encw o pay:. .
50¢ for an issus thet cost (31.22) to mall., Plesse no moxe, or I won't = -hla ..
sleep at night." Thanks for the nlee note, Nick. Bui sleep easy. If 1% i fua for
you ané fun foxr me, then nobody loses, right?

v

!

T'm considering running an eavly Doomis of the Yeur contest thls year sc as fo ge-

the resulis into my fifth snnish. If I do, you'll of course hear about 14 oy pexi
month. 3o Btm‘t; tainking abhout who: you're golng to nomlnate.

i rally @ fru}.d apddogize Tor the slize of thils isewe, io everyens oxue i Fred
Davig, whe aasr he Likes them emall, This s the smallest V[ I've :Jml g3 sinrs
Februarye 'I‘ho ace a numrber of masons it'z so tiny, the pruna:!:'y Wwing o3d oan
attive Iumpmer :wmma& nas declded to wage war on the gmount of time I 10 to Juvote
to Y&, Alas, 7= 98 and 99 ave threstenlng to te tiny as well, since I rl.izdy have
plans o7 eRery weeikznd for the next moath, and by the time #99 rolls axnrd 111 o
trying o zet M“dg foxr the annish. . Anyway, pleass Year with me. Ifve iied
$neliude some aoond Juk to read, at least.

I was consi, iaring telling you people about how I nesrly polsoned myesell trylng
T te w31 sowe moths m few weeks ago, ‘tut I'va already told the people a* w*ﬁr and
they aren®t :.euin;‘, me live 1t downs And they®re hormel compared o yue * ke, ge
T think © wont teli you after all. . '

Jopn E.ctm.a Just cailed to 1sll me that I ought to start up a zine =g ualveir
for ion-Ming ron~pullishers, and cgll 1t House of Drexs.
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The Volce ! Deom e a Jotrmal uf‘ poatal I)iplomc-y published avery wot and inen
by Iauee Li‘ﬁ%“‘ 73 Ashuslot H't"i Apt. 3, Dalton; MA 01225, FPhone {(4373) o Q87
Subi are 10 issuss foar $5.00. Standhys are wanted, There awe no garne oo Angs,
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On a very hdpny note, VD extends lits congratulations to James Alfred Fothergill-
Brown, who by virive of his birth on June 4 soquired a wonderful sat of parents,
Ronald ei.nd Anng and an older brother, Chriztopher. James Alfred weighed in at
? 1b, ¢ 5 Q2

The latest issuw of Give Me a Wea 1s Jegitle! And 1t aleo contains the news
that Conxad von Metgke, P.O, Box 27273, Sen Diego, CA 92123 has openings in regular
Dlplemscy in hle newly-restarted Costaguana, Check it out, Conrad 1s a very
hlghly-respected hobby old fart. His zine was widely accepied as one of the greatest
of m meo

Latest 1ssus of folliiesss contains the news that "ihis is, indeed, the end of
Pollitesse as we know it, the final 1ssw, a8 it were, We bave finally run out of
Justifications; our existence 1s t90 tenuous «- 1t must end. Get your refunds fast.”
. In fact, T have reason to helleve that Politesse may not be folding; I gusss the next
iesus willl tell, eh? BDut those of you who {r_y t0 get your refunds may be in for a
somewhat unplsasant surprise. Ed®s policy on subscriptions is ihat they are fully
adjustabies you pay as much per lssue as you feel the zine is worth. At least that’s
what I undexsicod when I exchanged $10 worth of sub credit last summer with Ed. when
inquirdng about my refund, then, I was curtly informed that of the ten lasues Ed has
published since our mutual sub began, eight were doubles and itwo were triples -~ thus
I owe B4 $1.00 instead of the $5.00 refund I would have had coming had each lssue
cost me S0¢, as I had thought was the case. The June 1lssue, for lnstance, was a
triple at 24 pagee and cost me $1.503 and moreover I was never informed that Ed*z
issuss were being countsd as mulilpls., Just thought any of you in the audlence who
sub to Pollitesse aight llke fo know.

By the way, 1 have decided that this imsue of YB 1s an octuple and therefore 1is
cost 18 $4.00. However, out of the goodness of my heart I am sending seven of the
elght issues to each of you for fres, except that E4 Wrobel is geiting charged for the
full amownt, and his VD sub therefore ends with #98 instsad of #105. Since Ed’s
policy 1s to publish Wmannownoeed mvltiple issups, I'm sure he won®t object that 1'm
doing the same. Hey Bd, 1f 24 peges 1s a triple, then what does that make 170 pages?...

Ed also has printed some corvespondence from Fod Walker whieh, I am informed,
was intended as pexsonal rather than for print. This is not an isclated case, alas,
8o 1t appears that people would s wise to think twlce before sending Ed material
which they den®t want printed. A few monthe beck Ed printed a paragraph of Steve Knighi's
whlch made obvious the content of a letter which Steve informs me he dic not want
public, and as has already been ndted here Ed aleo printed part of a letter from an
wldentified writer who requested, "Don't print this". Since this breaching of
confldences ssems to be standard bill of fare in Politesse, I urge people to tread
cautioualy. I get much confidentizl correspondsnce; not one plece of it has seen print.

Latest issus of The Prince contains an unuspal yequest from Jim Meinel: that no
one refer to his zine by ite initials. No, I'm not going to be crass enmough...

4 really great looking new zine has appeared from still another of the Mad Moln
So T Lied, published by Doomle Marc Peters and his wife Debi, with contributions Ixrom
other membera of the Mob. My sub check 18 going in, and I recommend that you check it
out 1f you didn’t get a sample. Write to Marc ahd Debtd at 29 E. Wilson #20Z,

Madison, WI 53703. One thing T like most about the emergence of SIL 1s that Ton
Swider will be publishing hls subeine Expletlve Deleted there. Since & usad o e
part of the mow-folding Coat of Ams, I never got to see it. (I wasn't about o shell
out poney for (Cy, after ali...; Tom I considsr a good friend and it will be good

to 7ead his suteine after a long hiatus.

Tar-ran #93 contains the note that edltor Sieve Helnowskl was rot at all offended
ty my criticlsm of his handling of the Charles Byrme/Kathy Byrne situation in the
last VD, I knew he wouldn't be. I met Steve briefly at Origlas 1n Detrcit last
year, "and I've never met anyone mere pleasani. The guy's elways got a frisndly anile
on his face, »2ut Steve, 1I°1) bet I'm gonna teat you to #100!
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In the latsaet Brehwen, Rod Welker decries the practice of cancellinrg ufl. on the
tasls of a feud. I°ve statad my position on this before, but 4t besrs rerniing. 1
don’t agree with Wallker on this matier. 7 feel that a subscriptlon to 2 zile sheuid
e a mutually cnjoyatie activiiy for the twe partles involved, and if eltts;»:a. af thom
doesn't eajoy ibe fact that one is subblng to the other's zire, then the ar-argzme:n’

aay ve called off by eithexr party. Thus I have. In the past, thromi._'ém-:t o thoee
peopls off the VD sub list because I chooss not to deal with ithem. {Anc -erenl
thal moet 1ssuck hare 1ose monsy -~ why should I ray to send my zine o &omenm
want nothing to do with?) And several psowls have cancelled thelr ¥D sui. i

past, which I wegard Fully as thelr right.

Rod zlsc urges oiher pecple not to give John Caruso®s Fool In Mouths hwme 'n

their zines wnless Caruso stops using it as a vehicle for hls nate ca.mpc;:ﬂ e Anyone
who's read cny of the past few lssues of FIM knows what Hod 18 referring s, and 1
have no intention of rumning 1t here, in “he axtremely wlikely event tda” oms sheld
be sent my way.

20d alse comes doun very herd on Kain Y Byrne for her nastiness ano vicl-sness.

11 I sald vhai I thouzht sbout thats she'd probably threaten to sue me agaln, so nmaybe

d hest Jus. keap simmering. {~)

One zine that has net teen at all slow of late is Maxk Luedl's Thirty Miles of
Pusty Hlzhway, O rergrows with Weeds and Hovered with But a Thin Layer of D'l 7 Gratru“l
and “«md with StAnky Jorse Manupe. Indeed, MODHOWNGCKBalLOGGAIWSHM has veen
coming out almosh With the frequency of the old weekly VDs, and is always lightheariad
»nd humomcus. The cover of issue #23 was one of the most lmaginitive I've ever asen,
it inside the lgsue NMark warns that the zine is porhaps about to get much raxe
wanshousey than it's ieen to datz. This would be a pity if 2L comes to pas:i. luedl’s
huo: is one of tha hobby's most enjoyahle moments.

Beraaglierl #36 arrived, quintessentially Fastooasteligulan in style bus with sape
entertainnent ncnatheiess. The "Oalebrety Page" vwas kind of cute, e.g. =hill,
*.ae_ggg iz verhape the weakest zine I'm currently meceiving and I'm probaliy act golar

to renew even tnough i°ve come to like Tom Mainardi. Tom, thai’s Jave Idncolrn who
wen the touwrney ai MaivCol.

The latest issue of Jleerlers fniahis zsks why you can’t @ to the hutirom at
& Jgeatles concert. Because there's no John, of course,

In Scaful, Ronald Bxown expresses his curreni ammoyance with Laxry Fesry, who
ia zn sariler article confused Ra.ndolpb Smyth with John Lsedex by saylng, “So
far three awards bave been given, ({one of them to)) Randolyx Swyth, Fol Si Fle
{or was it John Toeder? And if so, why? And why uot boihTi, e

Romald goes cu to stale, and very rightly so, that 1t bugs the hell sui of nim
men Americans f,a.n“t Zot thelr Cangdian counterparts stralght. After all, Wwith

weder ard Smyth are/wers pillars of the Caradian hobby, and the least that ws
Amem\,ana can do 18 remember who's who among the relatlvely fow Canadians awcunds I
agrees We Americans should ray clesar attentlon tp Canadas and give it the atiention
1% deserves, BRonald, by the wayy putilishes the exgellent zine Snaful from cut of
Ontario {or 1s 1t Manitoba? I forxget which is which.),

Racelved a vory Impressita® lssys of Lokasenna, published by Brian Delton in
Great Britain., 4las, hse has declinmd ny offer to trade. Aha -~ Stove ndahs, here's
where your service ls ubout to come in handy... Anyway, the issue contains un
ertoriaining alluelon to an argument that the Negry is inferior to the White becausa,
arter all, Negroes 314 not lnvent the atomic bomb, zewm warfmrz, or the city. So
Yozre,. all ye would-he nen-blgots!

The latest issue of The Diplomat is highly unusual ard nofeworthy in tha 1t
coniained nething for ne to comment on hexe.

Jn the otheirr hend, Sraustack #493 contalns ihe news of the arrival of Anthony
Jrrletopher Perez, John Doardman®s flrst grandchlld. Congratulations to Johy and

*erdlta. May be grow  u) to be a good tittle merdacious sxerescanns.




Another zine which hasn®t boen zine here in gquite a while ia Noxih Sealth West
Gaprpe. [ forgot to llat it am one of the overdues at the beginning of this column
simply tecause thls is par for the course for NWSG. Indded, 1t would be something of
a mivor miracle if this zine ever does coms out on time,

Alsc miselng is Inflammatory Material, which I am supposed to be mceliving as a
trade from Simon Blllomness. Simon gave me lssve 3 when I met him last spring, but
Ive yel to mecelve any coples in the mall desplts sending him several. KXo offexae,
3imon, I 1lke you and you*re a swell guy and all that, but Lf [ don‘t have some Flame
by next month, the trade’s off, Fair emough?

Since I'm back on the topic of British zines, I might mentlon that the issus of
Denver Glont that I sald hadn’t come a few pages ago finally csme {yeah, Toomies, this
column sometimes dogs take mors than a day 10 typee.). Torry Tallman, unable to
ellolt 80 much as a hurromph over here in the U.8. with his attucks on me and Cary
Coughlan, eemns Ilntent now on txying to convince the Britlsh hobby just how bad
Gary and I are. For Instance, "If you read Volce of Doom you will see an awful lot
of what Linsey calls back patting, and what I call asskissing. Readers write saying
what a awell szine it 1s and how Bruce 1s a swell guy., This iz not lo say that no
letters wiih any content are ovrinted, but rather that you have to wade throwh a lot
of slime %o get to any real content.” I totally agres with Terry, but will never be
dumb enough to admit it in print. Thanks much to Terry for the broadensd putlicity.
And I'11 look forward to ancther iassue of North West Sealih Ceorge sometime. Just
hurry up, will ya? I‘*ve only got around 50 more years €0 11V8... _

Pete Tamlyn‘s The Acolyte 58 hae Just checked in at a typically humongous 3 pages,
full of reading material, although a gond percentage of it deale wlih fantasy gomes
and that sort of junk. Still, there's pleaty of goed stuff, Acolyte 1s cne of the
mainstays of the Britlsh hobby these days, right behind Denver Glont on ny 1ist of
favorites from cover yonder. Actually I do have another {minor) gripe with the zine:
Pete sends 1t rolled up in a twown paper sleeve, snd by the iime it hits the malls
over here in the States, it 1s s0 used to being rclled up that it juups cut of my hands
when [ txy to read it and rolls itself back up. Kind of like e fetus unwilling to
face the ineviialle fact of birth.

Latest lsaw of Murd'r Ministers {which ineidentally I regaxd as a long-time
pillar of the American sceng has a letter from Jerry Lucas talking about his recent
gamestart as Austria in Cathy's Ramtlipgs. Jerry moans, "I am making a career out
of playing Austria.” GULF! Seems to me I just called on Jerry to stand by in QUASAR
here as...as...4ustrlal Sorry *bout that, Jerry ol' buddy. Mine was an unwltting
coniribvutlon to thls "career" you ssem to have chanced into. Oh well.

Recelved recently a whole pile of Lives of Monty from Don Del Grande, mentioned
alsc in the lstler column hexe, Yut I wish to thank Don agaln for his generosity.
Best of the bunch, of course, wag the issus wherp he nominated (in epirit. anyway)
me for the Don Miller Memorlal Award. Thanks for the kind words, Don. Also of interest

one of the isswes was a Foot in Mouth whilch I scoured and scoured, but couldn't
find an attack on Rod Walker, Caruso had typed up the isswe ueing a worn-cut ribbon
and the whole thing was absolutely umreadallse. Hyork, hyork,

Magus #36 contains a very clavexr satire about VD in Def's marvelous lare of the
Dog. Daf «- I a2lmoet dled laughlng! "Blasting woodys," indeed! Keep up the
hilarity,

Fol 51 ¥is #157 {157!) contalsed one of the very best and most useful articlas on
the play of the game that I have ‘ever read, a well-organized compilation of stalemate
lines presented in a very readbale manner. THIS ARTICLE IS CILOSE TO REING A "MusT"
FOR ANY SERIOUS DIFLOMACY PLAYER, and I have Randolph's permission to send & xerox of
it to any interested Doomie. Just send me a SASE and I°11 send you a copy. If
you'rs in any game that's winding down to a stalemated position, you should hawve this
article on hand. Congratulations and thanks to Randolph for a plece of writing well
dons ., .

By the way. "readbale™ in the above paragraph ls sSomewhat symonymous with *readable,™
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Alncel forgots

I'm definitely golng.

o

I wmderstand frem Thirty Miles of Bad Road thai Si. Geomwge and the lragen hse
folded guietly with its 100th i5Sue. Congratulations to Bob Sergeant on a Fine
hobby career, and although I was never foriwmate anough to play there, ihsnks ou tehall
of the hobby fur all those fine games you ran. 3t. George was easily one »i the
hobby's most highly respected zlnea tack when I Jjoined the hobby.

Was browslig through the latest lssue of Zverything, and I couldn’t heln itat ucte
that practically every gamestart and finish contained at least one Doomis., »~isn
thati of the 17 winners 1listed in this issue, 9 are present or fommer Doomies. Must
be all those sﬁrateg,,; articles ruhblng of £, hey?

-.-»w.-.-—-.

numor and a contest fcr mn-playem. just to keep things a 11ttle livelv }C think

I've already said this, but I'm getilng very good vibes about this new zlne,

eapaclally as & place to play. Jeff haas besn kind enoushi to adoni one ol ile pzmes from
the Amresponsiltly-fulded Maulfest Destiny.

&aihL& HaeViings #5 is just in, a blt late but eagerly mobbled upen :is arrival

nyway.  Tas lsiter column is bursting with palitical commentary, the mos! ccgent
thjs month belrng frzoas John Horrls. There was also an enjoyabie article or MadCon.
Wheops, make that art..’i.cﬁg._}.l__‘.. Next to Buropa Express, of course, CR 18 the zine one
roade about most often in the British press. I chided Briar Dolton earlizvw fox
refusing to trade wlih me, but he doss trade for CR sc he’s got some cless, anywey.

0de 55 contains an excellent artiecle oy John Marsden entitled Whatever Happe: 4
b the J}ﬁgg maut?, an analysis of the recent trend agalnst the Russo-Turiish alil {BYCE -
Is T ny :-.msgir*ation? == I think thls alllance 1z less common now than *i was flve
yoars ago, tov., My personal opinden is that R/T 8 the strongest alliancs on tha
board, all other things being egual, which of course they never are. The vury flest
game in VD, ANDROMEDA, featured this alliance, and 1t was qulte successiul-

Let me wrap up the column this month with some informetion sibout nom-wine stuff.

Docmie Georgs Leritte, iif Pebble Beach Dr., Youngsville, LA 70592, her ztked me
W mention that he 1s interested in obiaining a copy of tha game War In +he Paciflc.
de will consider purchasing it or, sinee he owns some other wargames, trading foxr 1t,
Wrlie him directly 4f you can help him cut.

Alex Loxd is in the news once agaln here even as she tours Spaln with some of
her classmates. About three weeke ago, I was pleased to hear that Alex has bteen
elected Fresident of the Student founcli at her high school. She wlll sszve for the
duration of her senlor year next . year. Also, I mmderstand from telking wiih her
athey ‘that Alex had s very happy 17th birthday while in Spaln on July 5

Limion 1285 is golng to be held in Seattle. If I go (which 1s a renote
pezsliniliy) 1711 probeily stay with Joan 2ad Deadwood and ride up andfow back with
then fyvom Cxogen. More llksly, though, 1°11 be attending...

Kebln Kon '85. Paul Rauterberg called a few weeke ago and indicated ihat he is
interesied in etarting early to make our trip to Leke Gesorge a reality for next
year, and slince then Mike Barno and Steve Knight have expressed potentisl interest,
S0, 1s anyone elce out there (nor-smokers, that is) interested in starting to plan
this thing with us? Feter Ansof{, Mark Lusdi? Let‘a do 1t,

BRUXCON is going to te held gt my apartmenti once agaln this winter; th: last
two hava leen loads of fun. I may decide o hold 1t from Friday the 25th 'hrougn to
Tuesday, January 13 w=®1l see how things shape up. ‘This of course would cuniilcet

wlth BymsCon for those who plan:to attend that rugust event (well...toat docember/

Jsnuary event, actually, but...)s BRUKGONs are diffgreui than BymeCons 1n saveral
ways., There is no smeking and less dxinking, no animosliy and far fewer people.
I°11 be happy if we zet elght or ten people. Why not take ihs plunge 2nd nlat in
come thia year? You mlght. I you're FEALLY iucky. get to see Alex throw hor foe crosn
acroas the dinrer tabie again, or better stlll, you just may be one of the velsct
few people in the world who zets to see ERIC KANE ROLL A ONE'! Let me know.
Flnally, Pudgefon 1s Labor Day weekend. Afas, I can't make 1t - frotfs the
dsadl ire waekend Ffur ¥ #9%.



ORION 1982y

ITALIANS STORM INTO MID-ATLANTIC, MUNICH!

Winter 1913

ENGLANDs Remove A Tvp

FRANCE: even

GERMANY:s even

ITALY: ewven

RUSSIA: even

TURKEY: Bulld A OCH, A ANK

Spring 1914

ENGLAND (Ansoff); F NWY 3 RUSSIAN A StP, F Mid 5 FRENCH A Gas {ann), F IFT 3 F Mid,
F NAT S F Mid

FRANCE (¥illlams):; F BRE S A Gas, A GAS S TURKISH F Lyo-Mar inso;

GERMANY (Wittmond?): NMR! A Mun U (d; T Lie, OT8), A_Pru U « A BER U, A RWH U,

FBAL U, ABUR U, F ENG U

ITALY {Howerton): F Wea-MID (F POR §), A Tyo-MWN (A BOH 8), F Tyr-WES, A MAR-Gas,
A PIE-Mar, A VIE B A -Boh

RUSSIA g}aayerlein)s A STP H

TURKEY ileritte): A Mos~LVN, A Lvn-PRU (A4 WAR S, A SIL S), A CAL S A S11, A Ukr-MCS,
A Ank-SEV (F BLA C), F LYO S ITALIAN A Pis-Mar, A Con-BiL,
F NAF S ITALIAN F Wes-Mid, F SPA(no) 8 ITALIAN F Yes-Mid

Game Notess The E/F/G/I/R/T draw and the concession to Turkey oth falled, Turkey
vants it publicized that he voted "no™ to both of them.

Would Edmund Jedry, 3851 N, whipple, Chicago, IL 60618 please sutmit standby orders
for Germany? Thanks muchly, Edmund!.

Presas

CONSTANTUNOPLE to KAISERs Geneva will be ours before we're through. The only
remsonable proposal is an I/T draw.

QUASAR 1982AE

WINTER STALLS THE WAR EFFORT! :

Winter 1911

AUSTRIA %Lucas)s even

ENGLAND (Glaspey): even

FRANCE {(Burd)s even

GERMANY (Howexrton): NBR! Will play 1 short.
TURKEY (Sweeney): Busld A CON, F ANK

Game Notess The seasons in this game were separsted by (sigh) player request., Under
the VD Houserules, press 1s thersfore being held over t1ll the Spring. No standby is
called for Germany as he has Spring orders on file. Al)l movee and press currently on
file wlll be used unless superceded.

An E/T draw and a G/T draw have hesn proposed. Please vote by next deadiins.

COAs Bob Sweeneyv 614 Cus'bar. Pt. Leawenmrm. Ks 6602?.
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ERIGEL 166K

RUSSTAN FIRATE VESSEL DISCOVEFED IN NORTH ATLANTIC; FRENCH SLTP INTO TURKISH
HOMELANL; (M ATFEARS 7O HAVE TIRED OUP ALL THY RIGHL PRESS WRITRRS AT i.ioT!

Autumn 1906
FRANCEx F peg » EAZ

ITALY: KRR! A Nap » OTB

Winter 1906

AUSTRIAs even

FRANCE: Bulld F BRE, F MAR
GERMANY: Bulld F KIE, A MIN :
ITALYs NRRD 23 rewoves F Tyr (out)
BUZGIAL Bewove F Bot

TURKEY: evon
Spring 1907
AUSTRTA {Fright)

: A TRL S 4 Bud, A VIE % 4 Bud, A BID S A X3

FRANGE {Hare}: A PIE H, A BE! doean't hold (H), F Eas-SHY, F 9palBc)-wus. 7 MpS."ls .
F NAD-Ton. F Yon-dog (&3 x fas, Alb, Tyr, OTB), .° ‘re<fill,
F Mar-LY0

QREMANY (Helntzman):s A Hom~APU, A VAN § AUSTRIAN A Tri, 4 Mu-KIB, F Klo-MLf,
A Lvn-STP (F NWY S). F Swe-BOT {F BAL S), A DEN 8, & Cal-¥sll,
A SIL, S A Gal-War
RUSSIA (¥leimanjs: I Nwg-NAT; A SiP S A Waxr-Mos {ds T Fim, OTB), 4 War-MOS
A P 8 GERMAN A Gal-Bud (NS0}, A _SER-Vie (imp), F Bla-ali{we)
TURYEY {Feiliy)s & AC-I0F (¥ AEG S), F GGN S F Aeg, A GR® H, A Smy-S¥H

(ume Notes: The F/G draw and the concassicn to Termany hoth falled. Bussia wans it
putiilcized that he voled "no" o the F/G draw and "yag" to the conecession o Geumany.
Now propossd ave an F/G drew and a concession 1o Germany, Flease wvi.ie by next

desdline.

Frags;

KAISER to TSARe 9. N x N "B'xB
BRUX 4o RIGEL: Nyah, nyah, gusse I wove all you guy® out already! 1 hnirc we suoala
therefone consods the moss war to me!

AR R AR RSN SN B INBE I 3PN TN T AN T IR AR XA I A 4 Skl 4

Ine Yodece of Loom iz proud to smmounce thet 1t iz Bd Wrovsl®s very fav .olta zine,
although he likes Ragiug Main almosi as much. The poll mesults are 4o { thanks ‘o
dames Woodsou fzy passing along the votes of several psople who sent them - nim
instead of me}, and the voting went ae foliows:

he Voloe of Doom (T}t GSteve Lanzley, John Pack, RRUX Idneaw, Mark Bewch, Jemas tigll
T BeA 3ehXLTINE, Seott Luckenbill
Paging Maln (5)s  Jamoes Woodson, WMatt Fleming, Sunper Steinfeldt, Gregg Mrit
Poiliasse (3): Rod Waiker, Ken Hager, Kathy Byrme

Also recelving cme veis esch were Fetalistion (Brad wilson), House & Gardes (Andy

en rvren

Lisshett], Who Zares? (Rotert acheson), Penver Liont (Lon Det Grande), Huripa Rrpress
{Jonn Woodsony, and Anduln {Judy Winsome), Mavk Luedi‘e bellodl is invaildatd, because
be twld we he was voTing lor Polltesse and Janer Woodson that he was votin: fur
Ynitestonis/KK. G Wrobel ALT NOT Sast a ballot. probably realizing the+ no ie blased
I this navies, Thanks to all who votes, This, then, s a Gveati Honor o - ¥V, ¥4
Krotelte veyy faverite sinel’

» odm Mzlkoe
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wops nelol A

The art of Diplomatic Reverse Psychology is dlstinctly diffexent from lis
counterpart "Normal" (and I use that term lightly) Diplomatic Psycholngy. Many of
you may think that "The Art of Losing Diplomacy” is reverxrsed psycholeogy; however,
this 1s not reversed psychology, its Jjust stupid psychology. Reverse Psychology is
the aré of winning (or doing well) while employing completely abnormal
tactics. Belng abnommal; I could te considered an axpert at this,

Normal) Diplomacy Psychology would dictate a nice, logical, perhaps deceltful
approach to reiations wlith the other players. All of you are gulte good at this.

For examples O Mighty Sultan whose wiedom exceeds even my own, I will be thine ally
forever and ever and I stand ready to help ithwe in all thy plans;, blah, blah, eic.,
etc, Of cowrse, you'd then present your impeceable plan for world conquest or whatever
You havs in alind, Falrly straightforward, eh? Dipleomacy lsn®t supposed o bte
stralzhiforward, at least, not completely.

If we ave to belleve what BRUX wrote about loglcal, deceltful, and emoilonal
diplomatic efforts {(“"Elements of Fersussion", VD #90)), then loglcal efforts retain
their effects over long perlods of diplomatic correspondence while the other two decay
in effectiveness with use. So it Ls with Normal Diplomacy Psychology vs. Diplomatic
Reverse Psychology. Normsl stuff will coniinue to have its positive effects after
many usas while the effect of Reverse Psychology will decay with usage. WNow, aftexr
that warning, what is Diplomatic Reverse Psychology?

Suppose BRUX was going to jump out of a skyserspar window and imaglne that (for
instance) we did not want him to do so (we're supposing, remember). We might
{normally) fall to our knees and teg him not to jump, telling him how much he means
to us; what VL subscribers will think 1f he breaks his own houserule, etc. QR we
could (using Reverse Psychology) tell him how happy we'll be to see him jump and how
much ¥D will imprdve without him, ete.. Whlch would be btetter? Well, 1f BRUX thought
he cowld torture us by not jumplng, he wouldn't jump. Therefore; if we didn't want
him to Jump. we'd best tell him to Jump. A8 you can see, Reverse Psycholegy 1equires
speclal case situatlons for wuse., Normally, I wouldn®t use it on my best ally wless
he was golng to stab me. The best place to use it is with your enemies or potentlal
enemies (though sometimes Reverse Reverse Psychology is needed depending on the enemy) .

Let’s say I°m England., I have an alliance with France, but since Gexmany is now
destroyed I suspect that the large Russlan northern force and France have been working
together all along. Italy is extremely loyel to France {no hope of treaking that
alliance, which you, of course, helped to builld). Let's try Reverse Psychology here.
1°11 write Italy aud ask him to §tay aliled with (i.e. out of) France while Russia
and I divide him up beiween ourseives, I°d work my dutt off irying to gei Avstria
or Turksy {o beat up on the LKussjans in the aoutp, relating to them that Russia will
be moving against France. Hopefully one of them will be a loyal aily to France,
not wanting him to be divided quickly and hoping to avoid a larger Russia, and will
inform France .of the impending Russo-Engllish attack. Hopsfully, Italy would be so
upset at the thought of not getting any of the mpoils that hie*d attack Russla or
France, and/or (at least) make supe that France doesh®t trust Russia. I would also
write France telling him how doomed I feel in the face of the R/F alliance and that
I'd 1ike him to get all of my centers instead qf that Russian (accompanied by a 1list
of very good loglcal mcess to attack me with). I°d bet any France would te susplcious
of such a note especially 1f anygne 1s warning about a possible Russian knife, and
he might suspect Russla of double~croselng him. T might alsc consider telllng the
Rusélan the same thing (making sure to mentlon how safe his southern flank 1s and
sugzesting moves that leave him helpless In the face of any southern enemy). Letters
like that always make people very nervous/suspicious. It®s 1ike the guy who's smiling --
what the heck is he smiling about? (Smiles work well in face-to-~face Diplomacy when
you come out of conference with your opponent’s ally.)

DMplomatlc Reverse Psychology
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Qf course. there s alzo the guestlon of the dangeyous smpall power you stadbed
wiro gets into & posiilon where he can adversely affect you In many waye. Fox lnstante.
a vengsiul player can =ither take Budapesti or Vienna. You can recover nore sasily if
he takes Vierma. You could wrlte a latter o hilm Indleating that you wil) hate him
for iife 18 'he takes Vienna, because reason, reascn, and more reasons. He wlll then,
of course, iske Vieuna if you have forcefully demonstrated why his deing ao will
hurt you more than anything else he could have ever done.

Tawmting (YTou couldn't take Budapest if you had 5 ammics berdering itfi®) your
arponent may help hilr declde to do exactly what you sald he covldn't out of shser anger
tefore ne stops to think about it. OFf course, thie pre-supposes thet you wanz him tc
ds this,

Annowneements ln pullic or press {"OK, you can have Budapest this time.”) may make
your oppenent believe he couldn't take 1t aven with 5 armles, ((?7))

You can see well how the trick is to ssy somethirg or zive some instyvucilon which
lo"t ltaken ¢t face value but csuses deap peychologleal reactlon resulting in the
opposite affect. Bruhabac..

{{EBxcept when I do 1t and it works, that's BRUWhaha,

Revarse Papchology s of coursge in the arsenal of diplomatic tachniquas of any
good piayer, and varlatlons on the theme are almost countless. Some exsanpies are
desfrited Ly Jobn above, although in soms of the cases it sounds ae though he's eing
80 tlatant about it that the whole strategy would be absolulely transparent. For
instance, rathexr ihan tell somecne that you®ll hate him for life if he takes Vienna
{AT the guy’s already your enemy, such a letter will be thorcughly transparent),
uaybe be a bit more subitle and propose ways in which the two of you can ultlmately
patch things up and worl together next seaseon 1f he®ll take Budapest for now. Ox,
use yeverse reverse psychology (allude to at one polnt in the artlcle) and send hinm
the same letter ~- but substiiute Budapest for Vienna.

Thanks, John. and four free lssuss for a nics bit of writing.))

'MMQ@W 390 RSN IIF VIR I WAL

The International Subscription Buchange iz now operative. It ie being run la
the Unlted Kingdom by Doug Rowling, 19% Hawkhwad Rd., Palaley, Renfrewshire. SCOTLAND
PA2 7BSs and in the U.8, by Hteve Knlght, 11905 Winterthur Lane, ipt. 103, Resten, VA, USA
22091. It has bsen estatlished with the primery intent of making 1t sasiex for
British and Amexrican hobbyists to pbdain subscripilons to American and Britlsh zines.

Requasts for subscriptions to sross-Atlantlic gines should » sent to the ISE
Operator in the subscriber’s home pountry, stating clearly and legihly the Tollowing
Informatlon:

1. Subscxllerfs naans, addrzse; and ielephone numbsr,

2. 2ine or zines raquesited, including the pyhlisher's name and address.

3¢ Specific malling instructions for the zings (alrmsil or surface mall), if any.

%, Amount intended for each gine or publisher; OR number of lasuwee desiyed.

When requesting a subscription to & gine which charges = filat rate ("X Jollaxs/
pounds for Y issues”) instead of maintalning credit balances, add 10% extra to sover
variations in the sxchange rate; excess over the pregquestad number of lsswes will Te
returned. All regueats will T Qeslt with as ranidly a= possibls,

Yolce of Doom 1s avallable to ‘British hobbylsts, but b SURFACE MAIL ONLY,
at the same rats charged to Americans {10 isswes for $5.003.

Thanks very much to Doug and Steve for starting this valua?\le hobby secrics; I
will be ueing it myself in the near future. One suggestions DUoug and Silevo mey each
wiah to pubiish a list of zinas avallable In each other’s cowntry TOGETHEL WITH THE
CONVIRTED BATES. oo that, for example, American readers will Xnow how mary issues
2f Denver Glont 2an be wught foxr $5.00,. What say, guye?

Yoy fursher 1nfo. Wits to Doug or Steve Jdivsctly. and please enclose a Jalll.
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First came "GM Interference", then “Response to Interference”, and now an all
new artlcle about the same old thing. All this interference is beglnning to sound
like a great big bunch ofs.,

' Doomle Static

not by Chuff afflerbach

Case A: You are GMing a game in which one of the players 1s a close friend. One night,
you are Jjolied out of a sound gleep by the ringing of the phone. As a Gil, you ar»
naturally not free vo get ammoyed, but as a person you do feel a mite lxriiated when
you discover that it's your friemd on the line.

"Hey, BRWercvonie," he crows. "“How ya doin'?"

"OK," you mumble, still half asleep.

"Hot damni" he exclaims, and slams down the phone, You are sudden}y wide awake.
0X! Rave you interferad in the game by giving out this jnformatlon? HMayce he told
bim you were Jdead. Maybe you shouldn’t be answering your phone at all.

Yes, Dooi'es, we have barely begun to scratch the surface of this hot potato.
There are dozens and dozens of ways that a truly Inventive GM can find to Intexrfere in
his games. And we really ought to unvell a few more of them. For example:

Case B: You carefully unfasten the staples holding shut the zine you have just racelved
in the mall. Lo and behold, stuck lnslde the zlne 18 an envelope addressed to

"Grandma, i60-02 43rd Ave., Flushing, NY 11358" with an uncancelled stamp. You are
about to drop this obviously misrcuted letter Into a mallbox so that some pvor grunt
dogface’s granédma wilil get her smarny 1ittle love note, when you notlce that the

addross 1s strangely famlliar. You rip open ithe envelope and lo -~ 1t’s a phony
adjudlcatlon for a game you're GMing. Do you quickly csll Ksthy and infors her of

this odious piot, thereby interfering in the gams? Or do you forward the ietiex

anyway, and rlsk incurring the Wrath of Byrne? Well, which 1s more lmportant, thls
stupld game, or yowr life?

Case (i1 It's all for naught. You've Just lost yowr wife, your home, your Job. Flus,
that damn kitchen faucet is still leaking. You wera hoping it would never come ito
this, Slowly you walk to the dreassexr. Your legs are llke lead., You open the top
drawer. You take out your .45. You 1lift the gun. - You press the barrel against yowr
templs. Your floger starts to squeeze...

"Just a goddam minute!" yells a panicky voice inside your head. “Put that gun
down! You're still running a Diplomacy game, remember?" Vislons staxt appearing in
front of your eves -~ vlsions of your perfect track record of rellability golng dowm
the drain, of your players voting for the first time 1o move your gane to another GM,
of youwr gane belng rum under the houserules of sope run-of~the-mill lenlent GM, of...

“"Agaargh!® vou scream in horror. "I can't,..l can®t do itl" But can you? Well;
which is more important, your stupid life, or this game?

Case X: You sudden}y realize that in your obsesglion never to mall a game »djudication
late, you have mlstakenly sent one of your players the results of his game a week
before the deadline. You catch a midnight flight to his home town and pay a cabbie
triple fare to zoom to his house at 90 miles per hour. But you're a split secound too
late; a& you burst in ths front door you see him ripplng open the anvelope. "Glve me
that sdjudicationi™ you scream. "Not on your 1ife!™ he lesrs at you. In a filt of
GMing integrity, you reach for the nearest heavy odbject ~- a fourth anniversary issuve
of Voice of Doom -~ and wing it at his head. He ducks and your throw miszsss, but you
have bty your actlen thrown the earth entirely ocut of orbit. In the resuliing tidel
wave, both of his allies on the west coast are killed. As the slrens begin to sownd




in the tackground, you must make a fast declslour do you replay the ssasun® Lou tig

guy’s nmoves stand as they ave? Or do you amend the Houserules to accourt “or thisT

Case Y: Fathex Marcus Berch has Jjust died and is on his way to heaven vher a 11ile
volce down: below wafts falntly up to his ears, "Help me, O Dipimaster; for once ugeln
I noesd an Ombudsman'®s suling to Justify the shafting of silll anciher Doomigl®

The Padre reaches into hls overnlght bag wlth an anuoyed nunile abdut heviay .een
sfrald of this, and grabs a lightning boli off the cover of an ismsus of Vi He ls
all set tc casi 1t esrthward and smlte the offending player wheri.he fosls - heavwy hand
sgtile Jlrmly on his shoulder. “Up here, Father Bexch, I take care of buriirz the
lighining hwolie.% Tie Father turns and £inds himself face %o fude with L% raker.
Quickly nows & the Oaliy guilty of divine Intexventlon in the game by dunying BFRIX
his designated ombudsman? Should Father Berch apply for special counsel in dew
Eminence, Popa Joan II?

Cage Z- Alex Lord®*s Selence Felr project ie a yellow-bellied loser. [from a Tew zite
that she found ln her back yard, she has managed to clone 35 brand new Ig .ewa! (he
entire redical world is all agog, but BRUX Linsoy is pissed.

It seens that all oFf Bruce's players had resigned en maese when BRUX disailoved
their orders, and all of their replacements had followed sult, and all of ithelr
replacements had done the same. Now he was down to no standbys, and these brand new
Igs wers volunteering to take over all of the abendoned positions. The prublem is
that the original Ig was in one of the games to begin with, and his clones knew all
of his secret plans. Should Bruce Linsey insert these new Igs into the zanes, oo
ghould he let all of Zhose positlons go into civil disorder? 0z, should e flunk
Alex on hexr Sclence Failr project?

Thesze snd other ouilandish cases wlll e cropping up with greater and sweatex
frequency in the pages of VD as the hobby conilnues to cearch for...foxr whati? A
non-~interfering CM? HMake me lauvgh! Contxoversy? %he ever heard of conizvversy in
o
"7 But in faci, I kuow the roal reason for ail these articles devoted to the same
subjact, Don®t ask me how I found out, as it would e unethical %o reveal wuhlch of ny
Players actually communicate with me. Just take ay word for 1t that ail of ihis
interference business is just = bunch of nolse by s certaln pubiisher deslsnnd o get
himself and his mine into the G ess Book of World Records wlth the Louvdest Buxst
of Statlc in Human History, out-blasting the cacophony thatl Lawry Peery smitied uhen
fe trisd to play Diplomacy, listen to 21l nine symphoniesz of his favoriie composer and
think simultencously. So what do you say, Doomins? Will you help BRUX xoll over
Paethovencon? Or are your volces doomed to remajn ever as background static?

(Next months GM Intexrference and the Next of Kin. Will Junlor Wrobsl get %o
inherit the position vacated by his smitten daddy?)

((oX, so my parody of Chuff's "Broken Record" article (VD #70) only ma}'-%'h:*f )

look bstter by comparisén., What can [ say? The alove wae 8111l fun to wrilel
SIS AR IR RIS AIAS IR IAYAIBIAT NI NNUIII Y FIUBB LS4 B2

7 gtill have ocdles and codles of old zlnes fox sale, Does anybody waent ‘ex?

Make me an offexr...otherwise I'm going to have to organize them by title ard =ell
them off that wayue.

Alsc for sale is Supermova, the hobby's Novice Packet, for $.,00. BUb. you bl
knew that. Why not buy a copy for a friend who just might llke to txy Jip.ctissy ...



The Gossip Jolimn

From Peter Ansoff [6/15/8L);:

Deax BRUK, _

Greetings. Enclosed should be some § to extend my VD sub,

As you protably nctlced, I didn‘ti make it to MARYCON. I was involved In the
Alexandyia Watexrfront Fastival that weekend, and my plan to meke a ™cameo wppearance"
at the bser Llsst dian®t work out, Unfortunately, it looks as 1f this 1s golng t be
2 recwrring problem for me, since both MARYCON and the Pestlval are scheduled for the
first weekend in June,

Actually, I had a rather interesting experience on the first of June. UCur local
tall ship, the LINDO (mince rensmed the ALEXANDRIA; dumb idea} was due t» veturn from
Noxfolk, so I salled HORNELOWER down to Mi. Vermon to escort her wup the river. LINDO
showsd up on schedile, along wiith itwo other ships on thelr way up to Alexandrias the
WAN FU, an Australlan=built sailing junk, and USS HOIST, a Navy Salvage Ship. We nade
a splendid runcassion coming wp the river; it was a sunny, windy day and LINDO and
WAN FY made -ost of the run under saill. A DC fireboat met us shove the YWilson fizddge,
spraying water from its monitors. Unfortunately 1 had no camera. Anyway, LISTO
needed some help handiing her mooring llnes, and little HORNBLOWER was available...we
got the Job done, but it was sort of like "LINDO meste the Keystone Cops,” In the
process, HORNELOWSK troke hexr engine mounting and nayrowly avolded belng dismasted by
LINGO?s jitboom. I wasn't sure what soxt of receptlon I'd get when I weab abeard
LINGC on Saturday (I've bsen working on board ae a volunieer towrguide;, but the
captain thanked me for helping out. With a streight face even.

Do you speak Pascal? I recenily bought a compller for ny PC {(TURBG Pascal, from
Borland International ~- L1t eosts only about 550 and is worth every penny}., and am
trying to pick up the language. One of my "someday" projects 1s a Diplumacvy utilities
package that will resolve orders, allow "what-Lf™ analysss, sawe grmes and voard
vosltions, print situation maps, and produce game cumnaries and statistics. Paseal
seam;s to have some nice dats structuring capabilities that would be useful in Diplomacy
applicaticns.

Keep up the good work, I'LL try to come up with sometning for issue 100, assuming
the sxcltementi in ORION doesn®t get to me first.

((Do I detect a note ofsca

Ko, sorry, I don't speak Pascal, COBOL is the only lanzusge with whleh I°m really
familinry at the momenty I've used 3zsic and Fortran In the past, but don®t romenber a
whols lot about either. \

1°n 8till ewgsr to go salling with you one of these years, That’s sumathing I'va
nevser had the opportumliy to try.

So with your $30 sub check, you are now winning the Subscription Wars. Tough
luck, Chardo!)}) _ ‘

From John FPack (£/15/84):

Reaxr BRUX, '

eI don't know, Bruce, If an ordinary issus makes 80 peges, why nhouldn’i &
fifth annish take the cake/recordfwhatever? If RIGEL puts cut another 22-pege season,
I'z sure we can do 1it. A newspaper reporter thought my copy of VD was a monsierous
book, I do read the entire issus when I met it, even if it takes me a coujle of daya.
I evan read the 1i1ttle comments you {ox perhape Ig) stuck in Ig Lew's lsiter. I°m not
s¢ sure it was worth the time four peges took to read, but ) dld wead it end will
protatly continue to read everything., OX, =0 what if I'm a masochist?




.,

Fersenally., 1 agres with Derek f,.m wemavk. I think adeiwh Aililexr's i
dealing with prostituiss an:i gays was a guod ldea, something okin to t7 tnal Solullon,
fwople have righis, 43 pecple. gays have rights; as gays, they don't z‘v" shoddr® L.
Same with any othor olass of thing, As a person, we should nove rightsr but ua this
sr that or whatever ibing we don’t. Gays can't be shot on sight, so ther alrsady have
enough preiectiosn. Any gay followling me with lusty locks lu his eves moy lose 2 few
wighte for a momnent, thoughoe.

I”m glad io see that Kethy Dyxme has set ancther record for VI

m glad to nete ‘Lhat RIGEL Il will Te played in wome other zlpe. ihal waye ouy
i’avafi,@ pblisher won’t go Troke too soon. The press s gocd, though.

A4 Wrebel’s faverlis eine uust be The Volcs of Dooms after all, I've zaar sonething
fzon ble In every issun I°ve read for qulie some tims, He surely gave [ .. 10 in the
Hunestone Foll. Hls favorite GM 1s Mark Berch; though. 3ince he’s never piayed under
Mark, he hasn’t i’omrl 1y’thing bad to say about him as a M. Now, Mark lg oos is
ieast favorile Umuudsi I lock forwars fo py zo-enjoyaent of Yo b Lo forx
a long wlme w cone.

i used in o llke Mike Fhll; but nmow that I'm  Dbroke, I%: not. Spend Ji wi' a
you 2an, Miks.

If =nourh neorple vzel atvoengly about a Dippy t’}rganization,r’ﬁustudidnp
pecple can pay for 1t., Others will help as they glimpse the true need ¢f
there i3 one. ¥Ypu can ({I gather from the contex:t that he mesns “can'i”))
znyone 1o pay for somsthing they aren't gure they want. This is a hobhy.

T entjpy belug a dwegy 1t glves me a sense of c¢lassg =-- afier zll, how mony pevple
would say they arz a dreg? & definitive dlstinetion for us Doomiss,

1°d 1lke Yo thiak that tho "Greater Good” rule would ailow some imbecile o order
a unit to hold and to support and to get away wlth it, since unit supnorting nuat
"kold” thelyr position as well.

T don?t Like 4o think that snyone would tale this hobby serdously snwmish o0 do
-:-f::x;;'“«hin;; about 1t in real life, other ithan wrlte leilters, publish zines, sl

2N, JIaspect the houserules, T expect that that will be qudie a task, o’ that
seReons kay 8ily someihing past. Glad o hesy that Marylon uss succestfuvl.  Parhups
I'i4 even come 0 one of these things someday.

I enjoyed the M itorference dlscussion. I°ad say yes o Situgtlon 15, I'd think
any G who replied as you did in "youaxr" answer to Situation #10 would shoyly hove
severe probisms contiruing to GM without sveh a houserule. Feamisslon to scparate
seacons isn’t glven In the Ruz_ebook 50 no Gi{ has the right to do so wliwut a2 HR tw
that effect.

I tolnk T°11 Just =ufTar thoongh BRUX1msm, ra;‘ner than 22ell 2 ceuwre. L sujoy it

Tém =n exiranely opdnionated person poliilcally (rignt-wing, of cour:e}, but . L.
held At down o Jusi o comment or two. I enjoyeq Chuff's Olynplc axidcle. The polut
of view taught 0 students in schocl is the liberml polnt (the popuiar v,‘eﬂ
However, thosGe of us whe have ziven the matler an owmes of thought have ealliued that,
as usual, the majority is all messed up. I enjoyed Greg®s letier zs well, of course.
Theze 1s one prollem, ihough. Dad people don*t make goed ideas work. Good peopls
have a hard enough time making thew work as 1i is. Once upon a time ago, M enll
something worthwhile {a rare event), He ssld, "Ask not what your commury ww: do fox
y2u: but what you can do for your comntry.” All I sver hezx 1 “What caa we make 2‘1?3;/
then do for thalr countxy?" Is 1t 2 tad thing for rieh people to be xibh? Lhe Lluccae
tax policies of cur comtry would seem o maks 1t so. It°e sven worse 1w nasce lltile
exenptlons ali cver the place for sveryone and everything Srecisl Interes: Group.

How about some General Inierest? Why don®t we look at the whole lastezd of oureelves?
Some programs are going to have to be cut AT the tudget is goling o go duwi. Why
shiouldn’t 314 be "owr” program? What make anyone think thai thelr prograa s wore
inpertait thaa one other or the whole? Nule Speclal Intevesis!

Well, T unxlously :walt ancther great lssue of YD, Eave a great monuh

1 fox
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({'fnat paragraph about politics loft me totally baffled ~ hut that's 0K, please
don®t elaborate further. )

well, of course eny OM who would reply as I did in Situation #10 {"I can do
whatever I want regarding separations of seamsons because I geve nyself thils power by
leaving it out of ihe Houserules!") prohatly would have a houserule to cover it
anywaYs..thareby alleviating the need 4o deal with that sltuatlon.

Yo, the Greater Good Rule isn't there to correct or changs playexrs® orders, It's
thers to give me a loophole in the event that my houserulea would dlctate a ruling
that clearly goes azalnst common sense. I oan legally override the offending heuserule
{which would iikely be amended in short order anyway) by invoking the Greater Good
Rule. I think 1t's one of the best ideas I've had in a long time, even 1f I never
heve to use it.

Your comments abouti gays merely reflect ignorance, sorry.))

From John MacFerlane (6/19/84):

Dear Bruce,

Here's iive bucks to extend my sub through #106. Keep up the quality! I have
ruch enjoyed the last string of issues,

1 agree with you that letters axe better ;printad whole than chopped~up, as in EE.
No specific reasons, just that I much prefer letiter columns such as yours and Eric
Kane's to EE’s (cne of the lsss interesting parts of that zinme, I feel). However, I
got a sample of Pgychopath, with an EE-style letteracol, and it had a nlce feel to it.
Mayoe Buropeans and Americans have d.ifferent letter-writing styles, sulted to different
editing styles?

I want you to eall me at 3100 AM on the morning afier the zine is printed and
read me all of the RIGEL press. Why wait for the mall?

The Internatlional Zine Ssrviece :sounds ussful; most people don‘t want % go to the
trouble of gettlng IRCs, finding addressee, atc., s0 the service should do a lot to
promote intercontlnentul Dippy. One question -— will the project be funded by an
overall contributicn (Like to USOS) ox by individual monles sent in by the people
raquesting sines?

Sad to see Bob Oleen leaving. The hodbby is 1losing a valuable asset, as wall
a8 a very nlcs person. {{That's Bob Osuch, but your comments still apply perhaps
75% as much as they would have to Ulsen,..))

1g levw's letters are often hard to comprehend but quite often he says something
that is very Ansightful

not to mentlon humorous.

There is a protiem wlth adjusting & voter’s scores sc that they all fall within
the mean, Example: leit’s say I've rdcsived many different zines throughout my
years in the hobby, and now sub coly to those that I feel are best, having dropped
the omes of lower quality. Thus, I rate the ones I get 7,8,9,10, for example. If I
still got some of the "dregs”, I'd rate ihem %,2,3,4 -~ but since I don’t get them I
don‘t vote for them. With Lew's system, my votsa would be dropped to 3,4,5,6, thus
not reflecting my real appralsal of the zines, In fact, this might persuade me to
sub to a veally bad 2ine, just so I can wvote it "1" and thus presevve my voiass for the
really good ones, Though I doubt I'd go to such lengths just for s pell.

Why don®t you run a "pure diplomacy" contest? 4All your subbers can send in the
name of one person, themselves exciuded, and whoever gets the most votes wins the
issuea, Negotiation, ete,, 1s of course encouraged.

Glad to see ancthexr one of Chuff’s articles. Excellent, as usual.

Well, gottas go. I1°11 tzy to get in something for your #100C.

{(Your criticlem of  Ig's propossl is valid. I 1iks your 1dea of a "purxe
diplomacy” contesi, hut would probahbly embellish it Jjust a bit, I have somc ldeas,
but of course then it wouldn't ‘e pure.

My understanding iz that Steve Xnight would collect money directly frow people who
want to get Pritish zines, take out enough to cover hls expenses, and fnywnrd the vest.))
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From Brad Wilson (6/21/34):

Dear Bruce: :

The usual way [ wriite to pubbsrs is to flip through the zine and commeat on
Interesting ltems. I uswally do coxrespond wiih my pubbers {Martle, Caruse/ Tyrne,
Walker, Baumelater. Woodson, Briggs. Helnowskl, Asutarberg) quite Frequenily,

However,..if T did that with VD my letter would be 50 pagss long. L've itvried %o
write befoxrsz but by the time I dld get around to writing the sheer bulk of Vi sdizing
on ny desk would usuglly intimldate ma. ..."Gee, 1711 get to that later...” I will
try with VB #96. Here we got :

v005n the Sth ann. lssue: yeah;, maybe T°11 itry io send somethlng. 'Theo azmain.
maybe 1t won®t be "good” stuff. After all, if I wrote a page-long plug oi Iglallawicn
I bet that wouldn't gel pubbest, chuckle chuckls. No, serlously, maybe... :

On Hobbytalk:

Raging Main is one of my very favorlie mines. iles % emall & good.

4 coaputer might be able to play Third Selen, Bliiskreig, etec., ete. Iuv Lip?
Iepessihie, Until the compuiexr zan "think® - et whieh point is it really a  oapnter? --
Lip by computer sousds impossible. ¥OTE: I do not, of course, rafer to PBEM ({(Play
by Elecironic Mail)) Dip -~ Just to Dip we. a computer.

UD is at llmas Interesting, at times downright informative, at times downright
dull, My sub is up; I'11 be resubblng (hear that, Mark?) but still... I gei 1t
mastiy for a) Barch®s writings on the current hobby situstion =« “The Zize Jolumu?,
fox instance, wilch I find informative and provecative and b) to see what e sald
thils menta that Lathy will bend my ear on next time I talk to her. How abwut some
more repiints from peopie who are stlll in the hobby but wrote in the early-nid 70s,
Mark? ,

To my mind. the only hobby "service" 15 the BNG/MUC, It is certainly the oaly
ene 7 world/will pay to support; when my Diplon feo gets divvied up. that's not iy
willing payment -~ 1 want to play in the touwrnament. 7The fensus 1s quite useful mnd
Landy {what is Mr. X*s addressf...) bul not s necessity. Orphans? If the players In
a game rcally gare about ity they'll find a (M. BSurs, thay'll have to lock: but I
would Af T had an lnterest in tha position I was playlinzg. I not, well, let it go-..
i'n sure I missed an alleged “service" but that should tell you what 1 think of fhom.
{John Carusc®s Omhudsman Jexvice 1s fine ac it's free.)

Now, really, Bruce, Walkexr doeg the most for the holby? Maybe has done; but I
really can®t say any one person is currently dolng the mosi for the hobdby. Kathy
Byrne is BNO, and allows a sizable segment of the hobby to et to know each other st
her houscy AL Foarson has doune some yeomar woil on the last two DipCons; Tred Davis
5as done a lot of things no cne slse would want tg; and what about pubbers like youreelf
wno are, afier all, the hobby’s lifeblocd? My vote on the IMMA this jysar wont to Lee
Kendter; he's done a good Job with both BNG/MNC and 4s a solid hobby member. Some of
the nominees were, to my mind, waak. What about Fred Davis, John Boardman., Don Ditter?
i’m not saying they shculé wlnjy maybe they should have een soninated.

I might say at this point that politically, I'a wiib you all the way. Ionnle
Aules in 84{5,6;750ee )}«

Cn tsking orders at all times of the day/night/mgodly bhours: as you any oow,

I GV under practically no houserules; a few to make things run easler. When T'u at
college I don't glve a damn when people cally 3 or 4 am phone calls can te guite
interesting, When I*m ati home I don't care but the cthers wne live here do. So, I
dou't lesgislate ageinst late calls in H3s but when they are discouraged I wlll say so.
I cartainly think T can ask for this courtesy from my players every so often, I will
not, howsver, refuse a late phone call.

I *co was a Scout and enjoyed it greatly. My father was a Vigil Homox a4 nemioy,
scoutmaster, and Fagle with palms. Be prepared! Maybe the Scout Law could Ve a ™M
Lew: A M e trustworiny, loyal, etc., ete.



(n Northoast/Callfornias I am a fanatlc Noxtheasterner. I am vicicusly
proviancial abtovt my favoriis city, Philadelphia. I love Philadelphla. There are
omly £ive cltes I want to 1ive/work near after school: 1) Philadelphis, first choice
far and away; 2) NYC3 3} Bostony - 4) Chicagoy 35) Washington/Baltimore, I like
slush and celd. Down with the Sunbelt! No, seriously, I’ve mever known anything but
the N.E. (except for 5 months in Chicago) but I love it. I hope I don‘t have to Jeave
o be able to work. After all, can you see good Jjasz in Oklahoma? Avant-garde theatre
in Georgla? No. Clve me a Northeastern city anyday.

One thing that makes VD occasiommlly very difficult to read is your
potshotting at two or three of my very close, nay, closest hobby friends. Now I
Tealize you've got & vight to say t you want; and you fesl you've got a good case
egsinst them. Fine, Just put me on record that I don't like 1it.

And yes, i'n going to be extremely hypoeritical in the naxt pParagraphc..n0, 1
Gon’t tell them that when they anipe at yous Why? Quite honestly, I lose objectivity
when 1'm dealing with very close friends. I would go 1o the end of the world for any
of ny really close friande, hobby oxr non~hobby. Surely you can appreclate that., I
don®t know you well snough to oall you a "frisnd” (that designation of hobby members
by me 1s xzare; mayle there ars 5-10, maybe three of which haven®t been involved in a
feud with you. FKEaum...) but I consider you a friendly acquaintance. lopefully I will
ona day call everyome in the hobby a friend. (Jack Masiers is gone co that's pussible.)
However, I hope we can dlsagree emphatically with you over these people without 1
hurting our"relationship®, such as 1t is/could be.

For instance, guess which two zines got "10s" from me in the ({Runestone)) Poll?
Yep, you're right. Buddy vote? Sure. Can®t deny it. But I enjoy them most. Sc
they got 10a, :

It would be nice If Konrad could make GMAW veadable, right? Still; I really
like QMAW, espoclially the incisdve, woll-wriiten music column, "The Toast of Philzdelphla. ™
Don't youf? : )

I anjoyed John Kelley’s axrticle. As one who ~= ghem, blush - folded quite messily,
though without malice, I can appreciate where he’s coming from abou’ The Ieholdex,

John Michalskl once compared me to John Kelley., Wondar why... I agyee ihat a pubber
shouldn®t be torn zpart because of a messy fold, I hung on through the help of friends.
Now, I‘m really enjoying the hobby and am GMing again. Gary Coughlan called me “a good
and consclanélous (M" ~- so support your local mesay fold! (Just Itidding. of course,
foxr all of you old Boxn o Dip subbers.) What I'm saying is that we should give a

dog two bites, not just ome. Still, I charge no fee for my (sub)zines and games;
Cverrier has nerve charging for Passchendsela. He should pub for free or for a futurs
payment for 6 months or so.

1°vo besn pleying for 4 years and don't have anything close o a win. Two three-way
drawe wilth Woody in each. I don®t write enough but I have fun anyway. So maybe Bob
Sweeney and I should play togethery.., Want to, Boh?

Short reply to Greg Ellls® artleles he’s abgolutely right. Dead on 1lght. Why
can‘t more people think 1ilks that? Now, Greg, please NMR in 82F...

I read Mark Lew'a letiers, I like them. There are some. others I skip...
and; offlelally, I read your comment on page 33 of YD 96...

Perlguiter...as you nay (not) kmow, Dave and I are pexrsorial friends; we®ve koown
each other for years. Lew's right) Dave’e press was unigus. Remember the 7UP
commerclal, "light and crisp and glean”, stc.? Pearly dld this to thats

"seshere we klck Waliers*® butt

Light and e¢risp and cleanec..®

For your Info and your readers, Dave 1s a senior at FPemnn, spends a1l hils time
Playing hexgames {(not Dip) and s in Los Angeles this summer. If you ever get to see
that movie Taps, you can see the Masier of Merion -~ he's ithe townle with sumglasses
and a plald shirt. One hell of a character, Lew's letter was all-around great. Mark,
drop me a Yine, Cr I*11 drop you one.
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T {king of) suppcsi your response w0 Langley’s poslition on hebby services. I
think paying for anyihing in thils hobby other than zires and coas is o generelly atupld,
and I think Peery®s idea was, 1o put it mildiy, bad.

1 won't commont on Dick®s lattexr except to say that I have never vececlived an
anrendable copy of Retal and have gotten 1t since Llssue #9. The other thing 1 11 say
is that 1f Mark Iexch wewe publiling HoL, you'd nsver have sald anything about siitismne
And finally: I veally doubt whether a.nythins you'd wrlte to Dick after puiilng him in
your "Leadbeat Cclumn” or whatever a few issues back would bhe construed as cerstructive
criticismn

As for Conrad Minshall, he®s a good example of a itrained Dnonie.

Ses [artin,

See idonrad.

Jee Conrad attack Martin,

If it was Icnowa hat you llked Dick I wonder 1f Mr. Minshall would have at’cacked
HoL 1i%s be dld. T find HolL's vestrictlons fine., tomeoue who‘s never pubksd/hed
peta hardly be expected to Wnow as much or contribute as much as you oxr Moavdnun oY
Walker or Baumelster., Why should an experienced pubber 1listen io Conyazd r;i.vaar allr It
Guurad Minshall wants %o changs something in Dippy, he could write to Vi snd say L.
or to the individuwl pubbex. HoL is a "trade"~iype of publlcation and 4t°s fine for
r‘iruulation/partic.:.pabi« n to be  xwestyicted to those in the "trade”,

Some psople might fowget that Dick pubs two zines at once, tos, and sendis i ouk
two sines at onee can b, or is, a Afficult task,

Gome on Bruce, whe 13 the "ecertaln person” gou refer to on *eage 469 (ld ""‘&I‘d;&hu
fmon-the-ip” BRUW hidipg bebind this one? If what Zhis person is doing to vou 1w
sad than urint their 'rm‘.e and accusatlons in detail, you'll probally get =« lot of
people roacting nsgatlvely toward thie person. But let us judge for oursslves whsthex
thls person is so awful. Iy the way, would “ehis person” " bes L) Dick Matiin,

2) Jvlie Martin, c¢) John Caruso, d4) Katly Byrue, =) Terry Tallman? How cowld anyove
blacimall you out of = nobby you 1ike so much? But don’t hide behind your solf-
rightaous whitewash t..wt page 4 carries,

As for your Hobby Houserule Iuspector -~ oh, weally now, whati silliness. Who
defines what "sllly" 1s? You? Or Russ Rusnak? Or Don Del Crande? Ox Woody? G
Sacks? BSee? Some of my few HRs might e called "silly", but my gomes are haxrdiy
:Lwegularn Thls ldea 1z dne whose time will never come.

I enjoyed your MaryCon report and am quite happy to see your (relative) falrness
towards Dick and Julle. I really wanted to go but I was quite broke -- read penniless -
and simpply could not attend 1%, How about Atlantifon? That should be fun. Sacks
as GM? Actually, Fobert’s tourmamants aren®t too bad at all. Gee, I misssd my
miikshake. Can you msil me one?

The G Interferencs roundtable was qulie interssting and very well dore. A roumd
of apgzlause o Bruce, fans. I really enjoyed it. By the way, I

use headlines, occasionally provocative ones.
do dabble ir the pross - guite heavily.
c§ will call pon-collsct for moves tho not for partielly-missing moves,
d) yes, I tall peaple, "Yes, I jalked to ¥ the other daye..." How can I not?
These people are my friends.

All in all, a lively and fim section. ‘

Well, geez, § lezal pages thru of response to ¥R 96. I enjoy getting VL (moti the .
disease) with the reservatlons noted atove, I won't ever be a classic Doome put all
in all VD provides good reading materisl. Is the letter long enough? No? (noden.
geez; I'm Just about cut of things to say. That means I should finish. OX. I*11
finish my virgin lettsr te VD. Hops you liked it.

({Liked it? TLIKED 1¢?%! I Joved it. Thls is one of the julziest lotters I've
ever vecelved; su much i respond to, 60 meny polnis we can argue about. Bui I think
w2 ouzht to go to the next page flrst, don®t you?... Without actually chackisg back,
L puess that yeo're wiout to get the longest responee ['ve ever glven a [:iier moTe.
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I hope you will declde to contrlbuile something tc ¥D's fifih annlsh. :i'—‘ay, i
den®t care whether it’s a full-page plug fox Re'talxation - 1 Judge materizl sutmitied
on the basis of quality snd not whether I agree or diBaFIBP with the author®s polut
of view. I will =ay that a full-page plug for sny zine is unlikely to moke very
entertaining reading, and might not see print for that reason.

You're correct in atating that 2 computer can‘t play Diplomacy, but rather only
submit orders. The tactlcs are such a small par%t cf the gams, though, compared ito
most other games, That's why I criticized Calhamer’s Graustark article in VD #9%.

Diplomacy Digest is often entertaining, almost always 8 intformetive, ociusionally
dull, and almost never well-typed. It°s one of my favorlte zined dus to the wealih
and variety of reading material and the editorlal falrnesa, It's frue that Mark
oritlclzes scme pecple more often than others there, bui those who get 4% zenerally
have done somethling to deserve 1it, .

T cannot agree with vour opinion that the BNG/MNG is tae only hobby servica. As
I*ve said befors, I personally think that the Oxphan Sarvlce 1s the slngle mosi
valieble in the whele hobby, with the Novice Packet taking a close sacond. Caruse’s
"Ombudsman Service“ isn®t really a sayvice at all -- 1t°s rather s compilation of the
namea of people whe themselves are willing to perform a certaln service. The Cenaus
is vexy handy (I have & copy courtesy of Dick), but I haven®t pluzged it peblicly
because Dick has a btad praciice of cutting his publicailons ir half before sanding
thewn out and I don®t want to get any nasty phone calls at 3 A from my readers telling
me, "Hey, that Census you advised i buy, Linseys 1t's only got the addresses of
players east cof the Misslissippi -- wnat do I do for ths othexs?"! HNo, sericusly,
11°8 well-done and useful.

My nperscnal opinion 1s that Rod Welker does the most for the rostal Diplomacy
hobby. I can easily see how a case can be made for several otherss EBerch. Coughlan,
Tavis, Wrobel, Boaxdman, and s0 on. It's too bad that there am only five nominecs
for the Miller Award each ysar, but the llne does have io be drawn somewhore and
them's the rules, so we play by them. '

Well, since you like siush and cold, I can understand youwr fondness far the
flortheast. Give me the Focky Hountalns of Colorado, the wlde-open pancramss of
Montana, the colorful deseri of Arizona or the wllderness of central Tdaho any day
of the week! I‘*ve travelled extensively throughout the (.5., missing only Alasks,
Hawall, and five states of the Dsep South; and to me the Rocky Mountaln states are
head and shouldsrs above the others. '

I'm sorry that my publlie "potshoitlng™ dlrected at some of your friasunds makes
YD cccasiomnally vexry difficult for you to reads And I admire your open admission
that you are being "extremely hypocrltical” for cpiticizing me, but not the other side.
But a battaer word for it is nonproductive. If you truly ars "rlends with these peopie;
and Af you truly don*t want to sec them orlticlzed hexr=s. then the most productlve
course of actlon would be to try and persuade them o stop dolng thinge that are
going %o result in that criticlsm. Consider, for instance, my publiclsziug of Dick
Martin as one of the pubiilshers who hasn®t squared wiih me on ny subscription to his
zine. HMaybe you don't like my saying so publiecly, but I wouldn®t have done it had
my sub to Retallatlon been handled honestly. Or a while back I mentioned that Kathy
Byzne hagd publ cly denounced me for sending hex g letter thrsatening "to have ne
attacked in every zine in America!" The clalm wae & total falmicatlon, as evidenced
by the fact that Xathy was unatle to produce the letier even when I offercd hexr $50
to Go s6:. S0 you can say all you like that you don®t want teo read ny rebatial...but
the statement in YD would have noi been necessary had it not bteen for the inltlzl
action on Kathy's paxt. Of course you don't nesd to slde agalnst youwr frisnds. The
correct course of action is o tell them something 1lkes thilsy "Look, Brucs has shown
for years now that he™: going to respond to this sort of thing, sc right or wrong
why not refrain from doing it?" Nyah, nyeh...
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C Like your fdea of brylez o become {riends with evaryone ‘n the hoboy. Nov
"-.'.Ir.\.a.t such an ldeal 1s alitainable, given tha large nuaber of people, thely lxaaslenge.
and the wide wvarlety o persomaliilesp bot the ldesl is a nice one to strive fox
anvway. I am Blecsed with perhaps six dozon very good friends in this hobty, slmost
21} of them Doomlisa. And I'm Just cowatlng the psople I really feel elose 1o, not
just friendly seyuaintances {such as youd. 1'd go to Just atoni any lenuths for any
~i thess friends, and I think most of them would do the same for me (and acme of tham
alroady havel), Thet®s the reason that I'm in ilds hobby to a«a‘!g Llagtmal! or ro
lacknall, enerins or 7o enenlses...which brings me to that part of your lelien,

I don®t feal that I'm IMing behind anythdng by px“'ﬂting the "blackmeil" aotlce as
T did last issus. 1 was merely placed in an swhkward situstlon whersin somooune was
makking some really vile threats, and T wanted ny readexs ito Luow whal was golig on
lu the event that they wexe carried cut. They haven't besen yel, and they wuy never
be, 8o I 2ee no reason Yo disouss 1t furthex, ‘he person knows who he/she is, and
20 do & few of ny clese fydlends. T can ggsure you that If all the threats waxe
cayvied oul, 198 voms ot of 44 looking 1ile the white knight anyway I the ond...
waloh I mresume Is e veason thay arven't dbeing carxvied outs

It 13 entlaciy proyer of you to vote the zlnes you 1ike best 10s 1n hw Tuuseione
Pull, rezardless of your vessens. Randolph Smyth ixled to euncourage objectivity in
tng vobters by lneluding an admenitlcon agalnst grudge wvotes; L f8li then, and still
dos that such a restriollon Is net only wmenforcable but just plain wnreelisilc uf well.
Prorile’s oplnlone of zines gyxe pot objectlvey they ame subjective and they e 'ba ad
on & wide vardety of fantors. Ry best hotoy friends (‘c.hoao wio publiah) d1d very wel
o ny ballot beonuse I truly enjoy their zines more than some othexs, Boiter then Jazst-
bt say that zexe o ter is the vange, with ten highs voite as yeu wishe

You are very slmilar W John Kelley: close in age, culspokan, very loyal W
Jour eauntry and your frlends, ete. You ronind me a lot of hime The major differoncs
*Jetwaen the two of you, hobby-wilse, is that you "grew up" on orposlis sldss of the

acke. That 18, ¥elley beliriendsd people like me, Hexch and Michalekl early on and
5..: thevefore loyal to that partlculer set of hovbylsiss you metbt wup with a'.rmuu/Brme
and the Nartine firet, and that'e then where yowr strongest loyeliles lie. 1 can
wvery easlily piutura your and I as good frisnds under diffovent cffcumstanwcon, and
naybhs aven wmder the clrrent clrocumstences as well, Just so long ss neifliey of us
insisis on dictating win the other pay have as friends. Haeck, Kathy and 1 have gquite
a faw closs friends in common as it 1=,

Glad you resd my contast in the middle of Maxk Lew's letter last lesue,

Thanits for the updste rogarding Dave Pexrlmutter, Dave was a good friend and
strong VD contributer back in 1ts perly days when there weren®t nesrly so rauy asirong
supporters, T'w sorry thet he mo longer pleys Diplomecy. bui 1t worllan®t guxprius e
to see him come dack ons dsy =~ hefs mlresdy done that once, T xegaxded hi. on ous of
e most unique individuale i the hobby.

On messy feldes I um pow and alwaye have been of ithe oplnlon ihail som:our who
duas somathing wrong ir the hobby should e glven anothsr chsnos, undsr c2v': J‘s
uwondltions. If the person is willing to admlt thpt whai he did was wrong, ast
amends as woll =25 poasilile, and taks steps ¢ ensuzs that the misiake won’t be
vepeated; then T tay welcome hin back. Peopls are only human, sfisz all, T4%x for
thet reason what a vlayer who dropg out of & game in VD will he removed *'rcn‘ the
vlacklist 4T he apologizzs anﬂ/cr ﬁxp.lains {witness Mark Johnsents return 1o the w
standby 1let, €8 )0 Slellaxiy, I was one of those who did nol call for Tric Ueez's
hide a Tew years back uhen ha admitted to hls GMing Indlseratleon, and I“;:'; pooud that
i stood up for him. (I remember & heated argument wilth Koty on the mattzy at a
tyrneCon) The problem with moms pesple. most esparially "Bernle Oakiym” lxotlck, 18
whant thay show signs of repeating the sams old miatakes ovar and over agsl:, Twdild
ngver support Tretlck in the hobby, becwmuse he has convinced ne through hiv ropested
abuses tnat he is not atout to reform. On the othex band, 1 would very musy weloome
the retucn of Boyn w Jipe (e
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T've been playing for over five years now, with only one win. My other two regular
staris have ended in & two-way draw and a weak thizd (survivel). To me the fun of the
game ls not in winuing, though that’s always nice, bui rather in the adiploning. I
confidently predict that, at the rate I play ganes, I won®s win anoihay in the next
ten yaars. At the sams time T confidently predict that I°11 still be in the hobby
at the® time in some foim or amother, and snjoying the hell out of it.

You say that you don®t think I'¢ have sald anything about elitiss if 1t wexe Maxk
bBerch publishing House of Loxds, but you don’t know me! I°11l not hesitate to eriticize
anyone in the hobby if I think that there 1s a2 valid criticlam o be mads. I criticlze

Dick much moxe than fark Bexch simply becauss I happen to hold ithe opinien that Dick
dnes more objectionable thinge than Berch. And of cvurse my criticlsms of
Martin vecome sUill more glaring and noticsble becauss he cverreacts, teles it as a
persoral atiack, and trings all sorts of irrelevant issues intoc the dubmie, as in his
lotier 1ast issus) whoreae Berch tends to itake these things in stride szo they don’t
become draws~-out, overblown affairs. But please don®t ever make the mistake of
thinking I won®t eriiicige a frisnd. I will on occasion, and to me consbtructive
exiticlem 1s part and parcel of friendship (and of couvse I expect and recsive it in
return when applicablegtu

So Conzad Minshall, who has besn a subber here for all of thres issuss, 1s a good
exanple of a trained Doomie, oh? Heck, I hardly even know the guy! Just mayba, ha
forned his own opinion on the House of Lords question independently of mes rather than
bemause of me. Glve people credit for being asbhle to reason sn thalr own, even when
thelr opinionc don't coincide with yowrs, OX?

Why should an experlenced pubber or GM listen to Conrad Kinshall? For the same
reason they should listen to anyme who might have some fresh ideas, I've been
putlishing for almost Tive years now snd I don't have a single subber who couldn’t
glve me some gund advics on pultilshing under the right circumstances. I°11 llsten
to Conrad Minshall or anyone else any day of the week, I might leaxn somethling, and
I might not, but 1l{ never hurte to remain oper-minded.

As for puklishing two zines at once, 1 don't ses anything so hard ahoud that
given tho slzs and Trequency of Re aud HolL (they cexiainly don’t add up to half
of the pne zine I putlish), but I ﬁao don't see the relevance of that point to the
discussion.

The HoDby Housexule Inspector should be someons who 38 famillar with the real
purpose of houserules. Kathy Byrne has publicly stated that she thinks Gia with long
houseriules only want to harass thelr playsrs, sc wless she has since changed her
stanco she would be a poor cholce for the jobs I'd be perfectly willing to take on
the task myself, since I'm pretiy femiliar with what gues or doss not go vhen 1%
comes Lo houserules. Heck, I'm sure Ive reviewod the houserules of at lLeast a dozen
GMs, including the EE nhouserules, at the request of the putilishers. So I've plenty
of expsrience in the mattex. Although I might aleo add that my tongue was nestled
firnly against the inside of my cheek when I wxote the article, if that's any helpose

I°ve heard lots of good things about tournaments run by Robert Sacks. T general,
I try to glve credit whore credlt is due -- thus, as you say. I strive io give
"(relative) falrmess” to Dick and Julle since they did a very good Job at MaxyCon
despite a very mlior error on Dick's part, As for your milkshake, I'm sbout t¢ nake
you an offer I hope you'll considsr. Come to BRUXCON this winter (it will probably
be the weekend efore New Year's, up to and including Jau. 1) and I°1) treat you to
your Doomle Shake at that tlme. PRUXCON is small and fum. I°m hoping thet this
Year’s will include Mike Barnmo, Zric Kane and maybe sonme of the other Ureat Neck
locals, Jim Makuc, maybe Stsve Hutton, maybe a few others. I4°s different *han
ByrneCens by a long shot, but always very enjoyatle. Youire invited, as are g1l
Doonles., Just let me kuow.

Glad you enjoyed "GM Interference”. HMaybe you’ll want to participate in this
zoath’s round~-talle questions regarding player ethica? Your Anput would bo very
wslcoome.
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And I agmee hat youll never bhe a “elassle Doomde'. simply hecause dheon s e
-‘*'*1"11 anlaatle Thatie one of the things T 1lke noet shout my subsaribers, Trey -mo
RETA ”“*hhe in g0 reny Shfferent ways. Sowe of them play hers, others wrilis Lebtas:,
na of thewm draws the oarvtoeons hers, othere don’t contrlbute nuch to the rinn Liselir
bt sre just wvery loval Jylende outslde of the zine, and so on. I couwldn’t dosor :L‘:f.
a Tiypleal” or Telapalic® Doomis ta youy, a0 nould you be one, aimply teornss there'a
no such baasty. I{ you have fup veceiving V0, and (hopefully) contimuwng ke past *“‘rH b
i At that®e what counts.
Thanks for yjouxr vivgia ietter o VL, How was my zesponse??})

Fren Rod Walker {6/26/84)q

Dasr BRUN

T°m not sure why you would state that Diplomscy World is not e cunstodlel project.
12 percry serw’ you were not in the hobby when DY wgs 28 tounded, back o 1974, 1%
wer Toucded then as s custodisl project, and ingofar as 1 am awmre noth ing bow abanges
The Zine was begun wdexr the diract support of {he Inderreilural “iplomacy
aolation {now defuaei, of course, but then a mejor hobby group) and Ganes iageavch,
‘no. . then owner of the game. Direst financclal assistanecs and other suppoxi soniinued
o e provided by  avalon RAll when they bought the game in 1976, The tewrm of tiszal
support has long sincs mm o:.t, but the wemainder of the NY-All r»elationshily stild
stw 48 aud under he toxms of that agresement the editor of Dw puzforme eceniain taske
Yor Al uader that cgreement. The edlltorsilyp of DV also chs.ngas hands just an sl
ther custodianships do, and ithe Xditor Emerltus fﬁi’alt Buchanan stdll metadins vato
w2l over any pmposed new editor. Furtherxmore, the editorlal po;'. ley of JW s
s p ‘l""’lj glreumsoxived Ty the teims of .a.ts Tomding. My ediiorlal In IV e ~
welficelly bocouss 1 lelieve (and you have just demonsirated) that people L
'\va.L“ fovgotten e clrowmstances of DY*s foumding and what itu sltuation 47, Urt-:ze,
ir D owexre Just enothor nisg, po naiier T how fine, T would never heve comsideved toking
an Ais sc’-iitnrshipo

isu e right on aboul BY and CA.  Aad about I¥ and 1L,

Sorry you don't like my HR on concessions, Thia HR dates from 1966 (alitowh in
those days in additicn a J-centeyr power also could net velo a concesslon ag
drawy. ‘“ne fact Ais, however, that if¥ thers is g coslitlon contalning the leadey,
orn of 1ts members must have more than 2 centers. Considexr thiss nesxly 2000 postal
faunes have now bsen completed, Can you name one game in which, In any game-yeax,
thore wers five 2~unit powers at the same time? Na, of course you can’t because thet
situation has never oenurred (to my Imowledze) in the history of this hothy.
Fupthemmora, Af you did have such a altvatlon, then the two leaders are gtk “:- zoing
for a dray or plannlng tc come to h.;:ms Tor the win. In elther case, one o kuth of
tiamn would vote agalnst o concession., Your objection to my ER is based on 2 ,wi tuation
winlch wili probably uever occur. 7There s nothing sacred about the ddes *hn' a

concession vote rust be wnarimousy I have nsver heid that opinlon and whils you ans
others way disagree with me I hove o gxeat n'hjectian to reling ir a mincxliy. My
48 is baaeu on the very probtable situmatlon of & "sour grapea” vole Trom 2 very sme'l
piayer, which dregs out the game foy anothor game-ysar or two with ne chanze In ths
Wltimate zesult., IL thors 1s ary meal chance that the leader won't ox Can't wim, *han
rou can depend on plenty of "no* woies to a concession.

Tou are absolutely right about ths BNG, T don’t knew wuher: peoplo get '*:’rw ‘-jm.
that the BHC has, or ouzhit to have, Hower", Tt's mostly just a hockleaping jonidisos,
Ohi yes, the INC has totel contrsl within his/her own province, sueh 28 dete 'r'mn M-@, ;-.1,,4.1;:k1
gane pets what number: and aay BNC reguest rega:r.ding heln‘i_ng niz /‘her Jobenwgiin as
format 0of andegane reporting...ought to be respacted. Bub the ZI0 certalnly o no
rower to tell other people what to do oy how fo run thelr games...cr how to re “e
gamas, for that matter. 1hs BNC san declare games "izxvegular” until he/she iu Tus
in the fan2, but only T can dstermine what games wlll be rated in vy ratlog systen and
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only Steve Wilcox can determine what games he will rate, and so on. I agree that the
BNC job is importnat, tut it 1s etill only data collection and tranmmission. That
hardly translatss to "power", and anyone who lets hila/her decisions he comtrolled by
vhat the BNC will do, or helleves that the BNC is necessarily gqualifled to act as an
ombudsman, 18 very fociish indsed., The current ENC (by the way) is dodng a very good
Job at what the ENC is supposed to do, and seems io be extremely careful about avelding
any atiempis to interfere with ongolng games. The 1dea that the BNC has, or ought to
have anything ilke real "power” (whatever that is) is potientially dangerous for the
hobvy. It is thorefore important to remember, in tha svent any BNC ever proves overly
ambitious oxr tuxns out to be incompetent, that anybody can compile game statistlcs
and putlish them,

((2bsclutely. Under normal circumstances, the BNC does have the power to declaxs
¥ game lrregular (which is an official statement that the game was an out-aud-out
variant, or that the M acted grossly improperly in running the game). JIn the came
of the curre.: BNC {Kathy), I am absolutely got willing to lat her have even that
degree of “powex" over my games, for reasons with which you ave famiiiaxr by
now. Some msy argue (and I have in fact been told) that an irregular rillog is not
mine to accept or veject, but I challenge this supposed xight that the BNC has to
pake an "official" declaration that one of my games was run improperly. Where has it
even been written, in the past history of the hobby, thet any one person hsa this
pover over all  f the hobby's . . gzames, by virtue of the fact that he/she is
giving out the Boardman Numbers? It hasn®t — it's just been a traditlon wp 111
nows a tradition which even T would not bBe questioning had not the danger of such
s policy bsea drlven very furcefuvliy home to me rscently. I will vigorousely oppose
any efforts by Kathy to place such 3 label on one of my games, and we will see Af and
vher the time comes just how unlweaksble this "tradition” reslly ie.

I admit that nuy comments would be much less forceful were there a different RNC
en there ls, Nog I take that buck., I wouldn't be making these remarks atl all if.
say, lon Ditter wes holding the poeltion. That’s bacause Don Ditier, mad othexrs
wfore him, didn*t ses tholr positlon as a weapon to be used agalnst people they didn‘®t
1lke personally.

It seems to me that we may Jjust be argulng about semantics on whether LW s a
"cuatedial project", OK, if you define a custodial project as s publilcation which
was set up under certaln conditlons as you describe, then DY fills the blll. It's
nlce tw think of DW as somethlng special, and indeed in some ways, it is special. For
instance, no other Dip publlication is so widely read., And very few contain as much
good reading materlal per issue or per year as DW. 1 personally belisve it <o be one
of the very best (although not the very best) zines in existence. But ail the texus,
and all the guallty, doesn‘t alter my opinion that it's still just one ¢f a few very
good zinea that I enjoy receiving, And I can certainly sec where you’re coming from,
even though I don*t concur. .

I agree thati there’s nothlng sacyed about the idea that & tlay power should e
able to velo a concessiony I just think it*s highly desirahle to allow &ll players in
the game to have thils power. The 13-11.2-2.2.2~Z situation I described is just an
example. What if Mr. 2 1s the only playsr who sees that a stalemate line oan be
thrown up againat the leader in the next couple of game years, and needs more time to
convinco the others of thls? What if he iruly belleves that e can negotiate effectively
enough to come back and be part of the draw? If a player is vetolng because he's
sore at the leadsr, then fine; let the players play on another game-ysar oxr twe ané
wlpe him out, :

I°4d be a2xgulng much more strenwouely if you still had the houserule that such a
ower can't veto a draw as wellj for even m one~center power can form a crucial part
of a stalemate line and the houserule would allow the other players o exclude hia
fror the draw even though his elimination would entirely change the courne of the
rest of the gamey bui thankfully, you've abolished that provision.))
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From John Pack (6/26/97%)

1 BHUKE

I teught 74 write agddn this month, I've included a couple of graphle pieces
a8 sxrt from the compubtzi. Its favoriie zine le YD too. T juet says At betiex than
T‘l'\

On othex matiers, I guess I*1l <lear up my “iatolerant® {a8 you might sny) visuws
on hemesexuallty (siprensed in my other lat-.te,c) One might ask, "What wmakes rowpe mep
honosexual?' Ho ons is boxm with a sexunl proference toward hisfher own zsx. Sexual
LRgea gxan®t feld mitil puberty. Most young boye don*t releie il o yousg oixls
{they havo cootles, of .ourae) Some man never dewelop the abllity o mlatr well
with wemen, and are Jocled by present trend of thought lntc accepting thia lsck of
abllity a8 a differant sexual preference; an unnsturs! preference. No otiwr animszi on
the face of the serth has this preforence selection difficulty. Modern paychologiste
actially oncourage men with this dlsorder to e homoserxuels. Natumally, nnce the
"eocdsion” haw been wade, further atilempts fo nomally soclalize with the opposite
zar s eliminetad or torown away. Tt s therefore my opinicr that homossnuzliiy is
zonisl surpender, Sucrender never was a healthy state of mind.

4 bellef 1in ths Christlap God ur the Jewlsh Goad prohibita perssnal toleration of
honoserusllity, The mlrzcles I have seen and ny personal oxperiences make 44 imposeiilie
for me not to welisve in God, though previcusly I had been Ipelined to do sv. Ciady
Hervell, & friend of nine from » dﬂvmutly athleat famlily. would also xelsie o
aindlar experienca. You don®t ‘oeJisva in Todp therefore, wmtil you do, you asy bo
tcierant of homosexvality,

Aowever, soolalogiecally spesking, homnaemlity 18 one slgn of a degenerniiug
s laty. Past socieiies {eg. Pome) as weil 28 historiss of svez cther socio ies
{eg. the Bible sud some sther anclent texts) lndicate this. "ha farily L0 “hn Masio
it of soclsty. Nesplie what popular {wend may say, homosexunliiy (a.lcmga with '
rromariiel sex, extra-rariinl sox, pornography, masturbatlon. the welfare ciale, wig, )
viealks up the fanlly unit and erodes scecial structures. Divorne xates, iney saaing

swvenlle delinguevey, ineveasins ohlld abuse, and inecreasing sexunl erimes {perieivated
¢ Woth nen and women) sll bese this fact out.

Homoseruallty is wad, as ave the other thilngs listed sbove, VWhile boumosexusl:s
here plehte as peopde, T don®i think soclety should tolexate thlz degenerative dlsease.
1 don't thinfk T'u fgpowvant, but T'm definitely prejudiced. Those who suprozt
honoseoxuality lilte to think they've more Initelligent, that’s tiuws, but are lghorant
of the slde effects it has on soclsty. Thay may not be prejaﬁtrsd.; but politicians
am*t teke etands ov anyihing either, and no one lauds them fox that:. Any zev whe

#ites bis hands on me wor'i be standing either. _

Anyway, nov that °z done with that tople, I mlght ask, "Are you golng to e
o niig any games soon?’ I°m supe this lan®t a new gquestlon. Thers are only thres
gares ledy in Y1 rilght now, 30 I thought I night venture, Course, I suppose that
youre going to let RICHL die down before you risk any more Spacs on gAMOS in your
zine, I did send out a Ffew ntamps though, sc I hepe that I'L shoxtly find at least
onB gam®.

{{No gamee open’ng hers in the forsesable future, sorry. I'm at a very cunfn. ahie
lavel rip,hh now. Non-playexs should Y getiing the zine only for the readiny mate vlal,
a9 the wou't be any rew games soon,

Thanks nuch Yor your computer printouts of VD's Indtlals. Dut that's Vo el

Iat us eyamine the WO ressins that you give for you p.r.e,,;u:i;oa agalnst “oriss )
Jne Ls that tolerance of these people viclates your believe in But ie nedsx Jor
cthers te be persusded %y this argument, they must 1) belizve é..n ‘;ha same el Yo
dag and %) interpret the teachings of your Bible the mBame way you do. To those f us

a large majority, L 'nuuld venture 10 guess) who accept neither the axact s:me God as
yca.z uor the sygmment ihedi tlief In Cod prohibites perscnel icieranca of homosexva’ ity
that part of yowr avgiment is 100% wnpersuasive.




. Ecur.- sacond polnt is thet homosexualily srodes social structures and treaks up
d’n—i tamlly mit. 3But you offexr no evidencs that this is the cass. Oh sure, you
cite Rome and some other (unnamaﬁ)' pest societlesn; but you don*t say how they were
eroded away Ly hemoseaxuallity.

'{‘o me your argument 1s nothing mowe thon anothsr . spisode of the tlne-heonored
tr?,a;ati..on of uging the Bible to Justify hatred and mpmessigna I questicn youxr
labeling of horosexuailty as a “degencrative discase”, just eas I question your dscree
that premarital sex, nasturbatlon, snd pornography are nacessarily bad, Maybe they're
wrong for yecus But thexe are othar people in the world whose bellefs, valuzs, and
das:.;lc:aah:;re ;:gt the sapa as yours.

Ta e perfactly Munt about it, what I find disgusting is the act of someone who
triss toqdictate to  othar people what la right or wrong for them, unless that someone
18 noxalizing agalist acte which huxt innocent partiss, Homozexuwality, mesiurbetion,
premarital sex, and poraography axe all (in most cases) victimless acts; so why preach
aq‘;ain_s% *_c.‘i‘:em? LT they're worung for you, doa't you lodulge, But don'i 7o telling the
rast of the !}o:rld what is wrong for it, ~inless you cen demonstraic thu:i; innotent
mople or anlmals are bslag hurt. T il agree though that if a homosexual atiacks you
personslly, you have every »ight t¢ teat him of7,))

From Don Del Guande {6/17/84)s

PRIy

I can*t stzod hers and see your mallibox suffer from the 1lkes of poop like Heplng
laln and Gathy's Ramldings and Graustark snd Dilosacy Digest and Rurops Exprass and
The Acolyte end @nhitesionis end Erehwon and Glve Me 3 Weapon end Winsome Lososome. 1
Enow how 1t feols -~ my nailbox gets all of thome as well., Fowover, I kuow that it
remains happy because 3t gets 50 lsmuea of LOM every month, ready to ba dellverwd to
all parts of Norid Amexlca and Durope, more O less. Howovar, what with your diplomatlc
phitlanthcopy (I alnocst srote your nams in for the Millex Awaxd -- 1 can‘t bellave
that Xathy turned down the nominatlen last yesx and 18 (more or less} nmud that she
wean®t nomiunted (for being the ENC} for the award this year...if being the TNC was
an award-winning thing, then why would s nsed the tilller Award when the BENC would gei
1% avery year?). AlSt...slnos you aprang for a Loomle Shake at MaryCon, 1 declded to
zive you a chence %o sea what you've beeun nigaing since you let your sub io IOF lapse
{pronising to retun someday. . .teanwhiie, you aign up for games in Cathy's LKamblings
when I°ve had openings for who-knows-how-long -~ true, you signed up for & ngoat
gama, ?ui-. I needed a seventh for a game with Jehn & Kathy, Dick 2 Jutle, and Scott &
Frauke }aae :

P8, If I can get Kathy & Jobm, Dick & Julle, and Steve & Daf Langlsy lnto & game,
would you Joln? i

{{Br, shem...I can think of nothing that intarosts me less than playlng in a gane
with John & Kethy, Dick & Julie. Someday I'd lowe to cross swords with Steve & Daf
Langlay, althowsh not both in the same game. As for Jathy's Ramblings, it is solely
my business where I chocse to sign wp.

Apprecieie your almost-writein vole for the Miller Awaxd, but I don’*t noed an
award to let me know that what I do 1s appreciated. My zeward comee In the form of
reaponses to VU and Supermova, and that means far more to me thax the Miliex Awarxd
ever could. ‘ '

Don was generous snough to send along & whols plle of his btack issues for ne w0
yead, Thanks muchly, Don —- that was extremely nice of you and I appreclate 1t
Gaa, st that rate you can have all e Doomles Shales you wantl))
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Yrom Dou {cedifcwnla) Willlams (6/30/84):

Dear BhUX,
Thanks fer the spuple page from ¥Q #90, and thank you for your Scerafes Awnys
Ariia-up, aund your Josan Pxirom sugmestion -~ 1've nevexr had any contack wiih hﬂr

whatacaver; but I sse t..a'c. that has apparently teen o misteike, and ome I will scxu
weetlify,

I've heard =z lot about you and VD slnce I got lnto the hob’by mainstmm ’u'& Ausust
1882, ani have consicormd subing From time to tlme. But 4% gesns I've rever wot jour
dx.i.mas,_, o cash, or the “reasen” (A7 such a word 1s nscessary to subscrl‘: al.i at
whe saxe tlme. VD comes highly recommended fiom several souvees, Siteve Lanzley Twing
the mest vecal., Vhatevwere T would like a sample eory. if you de sueh thivy - and ev
enclosing two stsaps o help defray eosts...

The xerox irnsert here 1s a page of the Juns Flat Bellum!, my subzine t;a Magus-
Steva was suwrevlssl vou made the Duek Soup & Asteke, To - ande him, I {heaso Py
®ad Haghe. " 00 well, ve 811 pake wintaksz, (ouck Soup is & hattles .‘hip 4
el 8o you wwien't far off the mark...and « considering my nicimame in fhe

-
]

B, the ratoy fo
*oaekn 'illli»::a.tu {omons wither alcimansa...some raiher brutal..- T can wadevaiend your
ajataks. ) 1 world appreciate a corrsction, though, 5T you oould 2Quov2s O L.

e gubzines get 11iile omough raspact as it le, Thanks.

By the way, the "Claenlsw” thing 18 @11 for laughs.-.¥oudy dld tell me 12 Yell

i Olsen started "Slupie-minded Antslope”, but Pesxy had nothing to do wits the
Psagan«(.lmnada« Tashing Sopys. that's all frox my own over—itived ({77} Wwariaailom.

Hay, I'1) keep this short (otherwles you'll end up with one ol vy infanous 20+
cags lettars ~- donft wlieve ma? Ask Woody ox Kathj.}

One more favar to ack;, thoughy w@ould you ssnd ne the sddress for the DHEHR Don
illiams (Massachusatis, lentt 1t?). I1°d like ¢ drep my nanesaXe a lins someline to
wall hia I'm going o sue h¥w if he doean't changs his nama, or at leest 2o o

witer Job in yeuwr ORIO gama,

{{sddpesses first: Don Willimms. 185 New Ludlow Rd. #106, Chicopee. ¥ 0I722(¢.
dosn Bxtrom, Ht. | Box 264, Fhilomath, OF 97370. You'rxe in for 2 real feeat i Jran
wirieads you ond sterte wrliing to you.

I’y sorry if T mlast-ansoribed any of your lebisxy I bad quite 2 ©it of 'w'k"u'g, %
with the handwrliting. Bub thanks for writlng te set me straight wegardirg lia
Sedlum!. I di¢ know, actuelly, that Fiat Bellum! is your sz.ﬁx:. ins to Magum,. wher: i
ias uyp..rg up last month’s VD, I just locksd up at the top of the pege, =aw “Inck
doup”, assumed it was still another ¢f these new-fangled subzinus, aﬁ'i'b"pfc. .12' up
25 a,uch0 Gorey Tor not | paying clossr atientlon. I de read Yagus gemerally, ev.epl
Yoy the zames (waich I mavely zeed carefully ia apy zinel,

I*ve no prob’m;x ¥ vou wilsh to write me a 20-page letter. You sownd 1iks the scrt
hn would fi1 right inln VO's letter column, desplie your appamnt.ly close associatlon

rith various and smmdry "other" soris of hobbyists. ey, 1f vou've enjoyed Ui thD
e.zmp..ms of VD you now bhave, wanns bacome g Dormle? You're mors than waleomn, e enrl I
print 20-page leiters herel))

From Ben Swaeney (6,/20/54):
EhUK,
Last iasswe’s lettor was meant to be humorous ~~ dbut since you proaily J.w neie &
zoud point and since you answered me se.cioualv,, then ©°11 answer you se v-iov.
U play Diplomacy becausSe.... like talirh&;wx“ bing 4o six newrotic pecpi 11?-:9
"sym,lumme challenge it provides -- winning isn®t necessaril; neaded -~ .é.' 1 Joy the

shallenge,..the outle! it gives for frustrated writers...l mnjny i & Diplw ~cv o ot
ni:m’frﬁn .+y28, I enjoy Hobbytalkes.

{{That's the spixdil))
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Fron Jolm Kell:ys

Bruce. '
#96 as a whole earns the same comments as #95; lots of interesting stuff, lots of
stuff I dlan®{ read, but who can complain atout 80 pazes for 507

Scouting ir a good thing, but should not discriminate on the basis of religion.
1'6 go 20 far as to say that an asplyant Eagle should profees some sori of personal
creed, but thai's impossidie to Judge eifectively wnilese you aveldd Judging it except
on the tasis of the scout's sincerity, If he worships gecko lizearde, and 18 committed
to it, then well and good,

It really seens to me that the poslilon of Boardman Number Custodlsn should be
renaned "Boardman Humber Janitor". : Think abcut it. While the two words affected
don't mean quite the ssme thing according to Webster, they do tend to be used
gyrnonymously in casual parlance. O maybe “Boandman Number Saniteztlow Encincert, The
currsat stats of the adninilstration Jjustifics this, as it is notorious for slinglng
trash about sand disseminating 1i. Iee Kendter wouldn’®t have daserved a modifisd tlile,
being an ethice) man, but things have degenerated, What gives the BYJ the zight to
play hobby dictator?

Met Josn Extrom over the phone recently. Mature, friendly, well-apoken, and
open~minded., I concede thet some persons of sirong literal viewpoldnt ars sincere and
would madntelin thely positlon sven Af 1t waan®t the fad tc do so.

Am thinking of subscribing to @MAW. Konrad and I chare a cortain amount of culturxal,
ideoclogicel, and personallty simileoxities; in additlon to the fact that he is well-known
ad a guwallity writer.

Thanks for pricting my article. I knew I would moie some semantic mistakes,
getting scns cof the dates and periods wrong, but I sxpact 1t was generzlly cormect,
More interesiling, though, would be something From someone who goues much {arther beck
than 1. FHow about Deuvg Beyerlein, Rod Walker, or Conrad von Meizls?

OK, Bxuce, you can argus that ememies don't gunerally 1like you. Rhetoxrical
ilcenss, pleasc. A2 to FLD, sure ii's been discussed over and ovexr. Michalski,
Berch, you, me, and anyone else who was around when tha siorm broke knows the story.
The new people dea’%, though, and I thought it might intervast them as well as inform
them about a known nuisance. I maintain, howsver, thet too many ernenmlss can destroy
a zine, but it depends who they are. Milllons upon couniless nilllons of Tretlckes
can condemn you t the heavens and have no effect sther than humor, btut Lif the peorle
are prominent {thue commanding an audiance) it doesn't matiex Lf they have a valld
point or not. We called for Tretlck®'s head and gol Lit, 2nd smuld have heen unllikaly
to call for that of, eay, Jack Brewnerj but I subtmit that if we had, and he (or
whoever; it was the firxst nsame that came to mind) or she hadn®t had enough Jertified
fublic Peferders, the effect would have besn the same. You and Coughlan have enough
supporters to stand againat the moet determined zttacks by the mosi mecrupuicus
esfallants, and in fact have doné sc to prove ite

Thie "hyork" businsss really dbitas the moose,

I did noi say that leftlsts wexe hypocritical. That's too insuliing a word, and
L don*t want to Y@ attecked for it. Humane generally tend to follow trends; it is
no more hypocritics) to wear Ievie than it ls to take vp the prevallling anti-patrictlc
chant. The two gestures mean Jjust abtout the same te me, too, And I wouldn't say
that 1lberal intentlone are any less noble then pine,

Still never baen to s con. Might go to Lepercon, though, if I can got my bose
to let me go early at spriung treak vext year,

Lo I look 1ike a football plgfyar? I*z not tall enowh, but since the plcture 1s
from the walst vp naybe that isn't obtwvlous. At 5'9" ané #210 I could stand o lose
asbout ten pewnés, but it'll come off. One of my residents at the Uk %s/was 6°4" and
#3110, which makes me feel a hell of g lot battex.




{ (Re your commen s zboul the “Boardman Numter Janiter': hnilarious!
of evurse, wlih vouro ;,miese of Lee Kendter.

By &ll means. hwwy up and get your sub dhack to Konrad Baumelster. (4A%
vIne 1 would reccamend to anyone on the basis of Honred's personailiy ani nobby
standlng alone. The conient ls sometimes goed, sometimes only falir; hut vhsn Konrad
puts hie mind to Ris anditdlng thsrs are few that can rmaicn hin.

T'm glad you got &2 mest Joan over the phone. It's always good 1o henr that wo
of my frisnds got io lpow sach other, and hilt i1 off,

An glad aleo that you admit that jeftists and ldberels mey be slacers oiher wao
nypocritleal, I csyialuly have dlfficulty wdersianding the fovelgn pol.,;c af W e
people ! though I°m far more literal when 1t comes i eexialn domestic lesiva: ges ;ny
repoans o John Pack's letter on homosexuality), but that doesn®: mecessiy.i: me-
that they aven®t theuselves very sincere. I koow Mike Barto personally veoy :ml . Fom
example, and 1've nevex met anyons moxe asincers in his bellefs -- even ﬂwugu thay don’t
nateh pioe hy = lcn, 2l

Regardiog your zomments about hobby evemiess It¥s true that enough erowl s wull
daslroy snyone, but to someone as wellwsnivenched in the hobby as Coughlsen on e, a
talf dovem lovdrouilhis Jjust aven’t golng to do any more than provide =z litiic asudement,
or ln Gary®s cess a pli of annoyance. An# gepnerally speaking. one Isn't golnz
s9ilect kalf a dosen evemics In the hobby unlesze one a) does somsthing grossly srong,
oz b} ruwms afoal i the Bast Coast Clique. In elther case one had hetisr rave o

ood deald of suppert, ¢r Say goodnighi.))

From Robert Acheson {£/23/684):

Braee,

I have a few guestions about your zine,

lioe 1. VWhy do you 1ist two addvesses; one on the flrst page of yowr uine and the
other on the envelope?

Na. 2. Do you print every leiter, or edit sut anything?

How, 2 few commenis,

Fo. 1. I 1like your "Hobhytalk" asectlon, but sfier your semi-plugs, whs iat o i;s
a few addresses and oub feesn?

Heo @0 1 don't agmme wlth your commenis aboud the "Hetlonal™ major lzszuw. bote,
the last Werld Sexies winner, Paltlicore. Alsc, the last dynasty iean s Ueiln 7,
Fufd sald,

Noe 3. American politics are very similer to the Cnadian acene, The Veputlicans
and Elberals slways win, while the Domocrote and the P.(U.s8 infiszht and blober iniemally
W oyat anciher alsctlon loss.

Nee 4o I Lave to defend Francios Cuerrier a Little; L.c. I @1dn°t losn my gone
deposit. 1 believe it wae transfurrad to hle re-entry, although be 13 z 1iitle late.
d'sat iz vis.

No: % I must adnit that the history of nmost hverdcan sincs s such
more opea to controversy than our more level-headed Canzdian onea.

No, 6. Worst player: don'i ggryee with the comments in that regavd.

{{Thenke for writing in afisy a long silence. My correct address is tie "Daitan®
vney when I moved lasi devemeer I had several humidred return address stickers frenm
the old sddress and waated to uss them uvp ~- and now I°ve done 8c. Thal’s ay mowsr's
addmeas, so mall there does eventually geit to me, a8 did youxr letier.

I print most letters I receive. Lxecepiions would Include letisrxs of a 2leaxl )
personal nature, cy which the writer indleates sre not for priat, or which Jeal viib
gane negotlaticas, or which aren’t veally of general inisresi (lee. a simpls rag s’
for a msampie issue). T probebly edlt letters less thar any other sctdvs sdilior Iu
zhe hobty, thoughs
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Steve Hutlon has informed me too that he recelved hils money from Cusrxrler's prize
Tuald game Lack, s0 I stand correcisd on that poimt. I do know that hs kapl sub ronies
at the time ha folded (I was very lucky to get mine back) add is aow offering to
reimburee peopls. But that hardly helpe for somecne whe 1s no longer I1n the hodby, or
no Licnger has any sontact with Cuexrrlay, dous 1t?

fpericen wlines ars on the average not run gquite as resporslbly as Canadlan cnes,
fox vhatever reasors We senm 4o have s higher percentage of desdbeats scuth of the
burder than rou do up there. Thus when a Cuerxrier does aurface, it's blg news. n
the gthax hand, we have zines down hoere that ars rum every bit ss responskbiily as
Spafu! or Fol £i Fle, so no btlanket condemnntion of American zines will hold much
wator elthar.

Yoah, the Jemosrats here seem to have irouble rallying behind a lesadexr the way the
Republicans are doing this ysar. I think it's kind of pathetic the way Gary Haxrt and
Halter Mondale tore each other apart before it hecame obwious that Mondale would get
the Democratic nomination, and now they're playing kissy-kissy and pretending theve wore
never any disagveements Just so that Mondslse will stand a batier chance agalnst Reagan.
It wonft work; the public is smarter than they apperently think. We ers golug to
rselect Reazan in November, despite the fact that Democrats far outnimdsy Republlcans
in the States.

OK; 113 admli I'm biaced in favor of the Natloaal Leagume. I'm just a rabid
Docdger fan, 7The Oricles are my second favorite {eam, by the way, so I always rooi
for them durlng the season, :

The purpess of “dHoblytalk™ is to provide entertsining snd Informative discussion
about what's going on in the hobby as I see it {rend: there is some edltorialiuving
in theze, teo). Printing the adiresses of all those sines each issue would make for
very dull ysadlng, especlally slnce scme zines wlll probelhly be mentioned sach month.
And slnce the purpose of the column 1s'§t0 plug zlnes pex se, I'll ususlly omit the
adrloepses, In selected casese  I'I1 make an exceptlion, though; and I*ll always
provide addresses to ny readsrs eliher publicly or privately upon imguesi, Falr
enough? ‘

Thanks aguin for wriiing in and shsring your views.))

Frem John Michalekd (un Origins peview, of sorts);

Hi Bruca, :

se+d wad one of the few hobby people there, HMark Luedl was probalily the big name,
pius Puppy Frueh, Nancy Ixwin, Ben Schlliing, Jack Brawner, Fete Gaughan (ruwaning ths
2p tourney), a couple other lesser 1ights I've forgottan, I roughly bmke even, due
to excellent prices on some rave stuff I sold at the auction, and bumming 1/7 of a
rooz for §12, It's good there was some Dip almost constantly, so I had somewhsre to
stop and B3, I went for the auctlon and the opep gaming, and altho the aucilona
(one each day) were successful, thare was }O opep gaming I could find, aside from a
few late night tactlcal gumes in'the empty confeyence xooms. “NOG OPFEN CAMING" signs
abounded, though. The physical facllitiss wore yery good, and the 1dea of keeping the
FRF creepe and Wizard welrdos in'a separate hote] from noxmsl people wae excellent.

1 enclose assortoed atuff from Origlins and thp Dip tourney table for your cur:'waity/
perusal. The con was nice for me {3 hours away) and protably best thet 20 many others
stz.yicl away altogether. Aslde from some Dip ] ¢ BY, games; you 4idn’t miss
8 Lata C .

({Thanks for the quick write-up, and for sending along ell that poop from the
con, 1 wish I could've been there.))
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From Steve Langliey (7/2/8M)4

Danr Bruce,

1 is esometines difficult to know when you are being serious. The iutest for
netanes le your litile diatwlibe about how the BNC has absolutely no contim’ owver
Aapes mum dn Voo This was In yesponse to a Mark Berch letter 1o Anduin & yuu wiil
se doubt resember. Hark made thue point that the BEC had absolote dlsceraticr. abot
vhether a game would o2 glven a BN or not. That is the came, ien't 147 He wasa'y
clafning any other powsr for the BNG, was ha?

Yo you stlil medntain, within that scope, that the BNG haz no power® 4 you
using this a8 a subile wunowscement to us Doomies thet you are no longer aasiing s
for VD gamea? Or did you just go off the desp end?

Ancthezr nit, spaller but important to some; Don Willlams® subzine is Fi:t Belli w.
Duek Seup 1s a game carrisd in FB,

I zesponse %o Ruth Glaspey®s lists of five, T propse a closer to homs Jist,
ihieh five Doosles would you invite to dinver? Ruth has 2 plece on my 13si, eo €. atout
elght others. The nard part is paring it down to five.

As for s coniemporary list, Wlllilam Rotsler, ¥axv Wolfman, John Nilchols, rudert
Bisks and one other to e anncunced later would sult me,

An historiecal Lisi (provided there were nc language probleoms) is fax mors
difficuit. Rene DesCaries, Socrates, Leonardo, Gruss, Archimedes, Alexandey,

Ldieon, Elnstelin, Newton, Michelangelo, Jean d'Are, Lorenso ¢'Medled, and many, mauy
wihard. At that Tfve Jeft out whole areas of human endeaver that I find interssting.

I feuad the (1 Interfexence round table guilie intexesting. While resndlng ‘hynugh,
L noticed a hole In ths guestions, Where was the questien alout @ or guest comrsatary
Irilusncing a game? 1 snow I decided, as a novica, not io sicn up for a "Zommentadn
gens.  It's AAffiewlt enough to ocutsmart six other players withouf an cutsyiev Llsting
off the various possibiiities as he sees then.

Which briogs me to a cusstion that I%ve asked several @Ms who have sc-called
GYR0 Zames. wWhat e a demo Zame? Does having s commenitary make a game = Srue?  Loes
wing a dems affsct regularity? So far, the response to my yuesticns has Zaean nil.

+ realize I've bsan awormd for a while and probably shouid have absorbted €..o liimimatisn
vy owmosis, tut I have = low abscxpiion rate. So, kind six, if you would ke a Tow
woments and define demo game for me I would grestly appreciate scnme.

Hovw's the vetlng xunning fox your poll? I vote for YD as Bd's favorliz zine.

Speazdng of Kark Bexch, and I did a few paragrpshs back, we have had over a wook
of 100° weather with no cooling off in sight. Thero are perts of Galifornis whicn
cave comfortable sumner weather. Sacramenio is not one of thoes parts.

((It°s Teen ralngng cats and dogs here. Which mesns that nost of the uaonle have
teen halling taxicabs.

Insofar as 1 can tell, a "deno game™ is one which is playsd for the purpoesn of
entertaining or sducating the readers of a zine, Sincs @ or ocutside commentary wouwls
nake such & game more interesting to follow, most demo zames would, I lmagine,; have
such commentary. Buil I'm Jjust gusssing. Hmm. Maybe this is a qguestion to which
nobody really knows the answer. SR

I°m sure there were other "holes" in the M Interference dimcussion 28 well.
Shanke for polntlng out a gaping one.

Whlch five Doeonmiles would I invite to Alpnert You mean T can’™ duvize o213 nilnewy
zillion, ané give ay landlord a heari atlack?

Yes, Mark wmas making the polnt that the HNC has absolute control over hlch goares
get Bie. Thls 1s closs {0 belng equivalent to saying thut the BNC has absolule soctrsl
cwar whleh ganes ave ornsidered regular, since gomes without s gre not ecmsidevad
reguiay, G0 off the deep end? Mol? Ho. I have merely stated, snd wiil wicl devizie
from, my stance that e current BNC is going %o have no involvement with v\ xames
cines than ssslgning e numbers and recording the resulis. See Halker s "o tiey oodd

my roply for furtnor fisonssion op thils mattes.))
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A few, days 2gc one of my friends at work went skydlving for the first time, and
then Yrought ls some photographs of herself and her fellow divers for us to see. The
avent touched a nostalgic chord in me, for it was around. &x years ago that I made
my firsgh -« and only -- parachute jump. _

It all began when T was walking along the podium on use Albvany State campus,
gawking at the usual plethors of posters displayed by students advocating everythilng
feem Marxism to lasblan rights to gun control. From among this motley assoriment,
one Iin partlewlar caught my eyes a plecture of a person seemingly floating in the air
nilas atove the ground, without any visidle means of support. The caption urged me to
atiend a neetirys later that wesk to find out whether I°d like to try skydiving. Out
of curicsity moxe than anytning else, I went. Now frlends, I can reslst just about
any sales plich around, but when I saw the movies of people flylng through the airx,
forminz gracsTul stars in the sky, twirling and dancing before opening thelr parachutes
and floating cerntly to the ground, I was hooked,

Actualily *:°s ot that way at all -~ not when one starts out. In New York State
one's firet ive Jumps must by law be made using a static line -~ a 30-foot cord
attached o ihs plane at one end and;to the chute at the other, and which automaticzally
opens the ohive as one exits the plane. It’s Jjust as well. Skydiving for the first
time hexdly ravks as one of life's most calming moments, and loss of nerve in the
spori meaars loss of life.

% brought heme the parachuting 11te;.a'cure that I had acquired, sscreting 1t in
wnet I thought wa- an obscure dresser drawer. Only my sister Judy Imew what I was
planalng to <o.  The arrangements for my trelning sesslon -- six hours, by law —=
were =211 madz Jlecrseily by phone., Qr so I thought, anyway. After one call during
which I cevefully zvoided any expilelt mention of the sport, talking only about my
Tappoinument” for a certain day, I hung up -~ and turned to face my mother’s glare,
"rou’re golng skydlving, arem®t you Bruca?" she sald. It -Wa 8 an accusation, not a
gquection. T replisd ‘b.cuthfullyg and the intensity of the glare increased till it
reflzected the sletn  anxiety of every mother who ever woerled over her boy about to
ge to war, every mother oveir faced with the revelation that her child had accepted a
Job as & trapeze artlst with the clrcus. The tirade that ensued was thus antlclimatle,
thowgh rather hrai:ec’i.a

You gea, I have 1o mentlion here t.hat. I don®t come from foollsh stock, and yet in
ny mother*s Pyc= what I was about to do was foollsh in the extreme. I thiank that’s
what bothered her the most. Statistically, skydiving is far safer than football or
skllng. And yet, subconsciously, I shared my mother®s misconceptlons: a vivid
nlghlmere a Jew Jaye later woke me out of a sound sleed abscolutely determined to
csll off the vhole venture, bt t.he arrival of morning saw me bold and wafrald once
MAYE o

The Jumpraster at 4hie Fulion~Montgomery Drop Zone was a big, friendly guy named
Mike Vogtr. Hisc first concerr: was to put me and the othsr timid souls at ease; he'd
Junped over 400 tlmes himself and, so he clalmed, had given up sex in favor of
sxydiving. Right, I thought, and.-I'm Abe Lincoln's reincarnation. But Mike was a supexb
instructer; rot only did . we learn what to do, but his matter-of-fact demsanor really
calmed us conslderably. At one point one of the girle asked nervously what would
happen 1f nelther the mein chute nor the spgre ware to open. Without batiing an
eyelash, he raspopded, "You die, and I go to Jail." I o Pe made 1t sound so naturall

In faet, the lessone were quite grueling: we were drlilled ovsr angd ovsr on the |
corzact procedure for everyihling from exlting the plane to landing, from sisering the
chuta to emergencles, Much of the afternocon was spent Jjumplng off a four-foot platform,
praciieing the coirect way to roll upon impact. If Mike was anything, he s thorough.
By ihe tine T get uto the plane; 1 was brimming with confidence and anticipation.

I'1) Be a Chuting Stax!

e




34

Have you ever waiched a drop of water fall onto a hot grill, slazling ard
svaporating lustantanenusly with a quick, curlalled HISS? Thatl’s about w‘m‘ﬂ; T, 2
W my sc-called coenfidence the méwute the plane took off. As the grownd *oi! swey
halow, panic gnawed at my stomaiy. My sister Judy was in the plene Just %o watelh i3
Jutip. Sihe later tld me I was o white as a shest, I remember waiching he isves
belew as we climbassd higher and hdgher; the houses and peepls beeams toys ane i rx?:f

0

anls respectively. But that's sbout all I remsmbexr., I have really nevss poan ae
geavad i my Life.

Press nmy the door of the ;.u.ane was thrust spen and the wind roaxed 1. .0 50w
. must have checked the statlc line at least z dozen tlmosr 1% wasz sectm-a foat e,
“hen the Junmmaster utiered the flrst of the three fatefwl eonmandsy "Waed o unl®

gingevly positioned ayself so that I was sitting in the doorway, ny feet cu “ha suub
undernezth the plare’s wing. vGel out!" -- and I was standing on the airut in a crouckh.
ny hands gsracping for dear life to a bar aittached {o the undar.;ide of the i
How Jdees one ﬁwl when one 1s ¢rouched bvaneath ithe ulng of glaneﬁ T
vefnve his first jump, wlth a btroad penorams of central New Yowc ttate crds ving %L
‘EJU fezu balow and the wind howling through one's ears? Don‘t ask me -~ I uase sirred
fax too shitless to remember! Mike had told us that anyone who could turn «nd fi-ah
s Mg grin just kefore ‘;umping would bhe ireated to & nles, cold beer after lLandlns.
un the ground that morning, I had anlled inwardly, antlclpating a refreshii.. lLiew 23
©oall waded bonus to the day’s adventures. Now, as I faced +ths interlor of e ,g.ian_, ad
gi7ety,; the promilss of a free bear was the farthest thing from my mlad, 7 clanche
my faatheos
"G0i" I felt Mike's slap on my thigh, and pushed off hard from the pi.rz 1
forgot all about the fuct that I was supposed to arch my Thack, forgot to loiln i
fergote.oheck, 1 forgot zverything in this, the uwltimate moment of my teruor Bu’
suddenly, maglecally, I was hanging there in the airx. The plans was a 8ilver Ljecn
the distanee. Forests and farms wers Bprawled below 1n a 360-degrce pancraasy B
sdirondack Mountaine in the distance to my left, and the #Hohawk River to ar “irit
There wae a dead silence as I stood there. Siwod -~ on nothing' Panie gri wd n
ajadn foi an Instant = what was holding me up here?! 7Then I looked up, Bt
roason that I°m here to tell you thls tale today in Velce of Doom. A broszg, o
nulti-colored canopy hung sillentiy above me. The wlhiole scens ithen lost i%s ..*@m inesn
et last, wnd a feellng of awe znd splendor prevailed. It took me several =c-onds 4o
reallze that I ocught to stert thinking about atsering nyself dowm to the alipert, which
Ineldentally tock a few more seconds to locate frop up thexe,
Put the rast 1s totally mntlelimatlie -~ the patlent, five-ninute descent; the
migaphoned instrictions of the guy on the ground as I dropped telow a thiur:1i feei:
Whe direci hlf on the dirt runwey and the subsequent gust of wind that noarly tley re
avay before I could collapse the chute; the proud raameut when I acnepted ny Virst
Junp Centiflcate.
Yes, bearlng the tale of another new skydiver and seeing the pletures of ihe ewni
has whotled my eppetite to try 1t agaln, perhape later this suamer or meyte usxt. oK.
Dromles, 80 I'm & crazy S.0.B., But you ali knew that anyway, right?

o

e i
DON'T  CHuYE rE,
M oMLY  yuE §

Qiﬁf.tmgcr PLAYER:

S
M‘“’M . ,,,_“,,_—-"’"
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th o, BRUX has surely gone off hls rocker .now, right? Slince when do Diplomacy
2iayers have e*hiles? _

Perhaps surprisingly, there are a number of things that a player can't do in order
to help blmself wir a gaue. HMost GMs forbld deceptlon of themselves, Jox lnstance.
And certainly we cai almost wmanimously agree that a player doesn®t have ths rlght to
kidaap another player®s cst and hold it hastage -— right, Rich Rellly? But what about
some of the torderline uituations? How do you. feel about the actlons o players in
the followling erampises?

Ethics and the Diplomscy Playor

i

SITUATION 1s Players may deceive each other 16 their heart's contenti, bui may they
lie amwut the overstion of the game 1tsslf? For example, suppose you'yre 'n a game wlih
a rank novica, and it bhcomes obvicus that he ithinks he can capture a center by
passing through 1t in the spring. Is it ethicall then for you to take advantage of his
lgaoranee and ‘xick hip this way into moving out of a supply center in the fall because
he things he™. own it anyway? Or; to take another example regarding the oparallon of
the game, 1s 21 sthical for you to call another player and tell him thaw the (M is in
the hospltal, and asked jyou to spread the word that the next seascn will bte delayed,
thereby teicking bim into an NMR?

SITUATION 2¢ Is 1t etihiceal for a player who isﬂangry at the GM to rssign, submitting
a set of orders clesviy detrimental to his country's position? What if these final
orders are uot uniy deirimental, but cause the* collapse of what would have been a
stalemate line, giving an opposing 17-center power an immediate win?

SITUATION 3  Av Austriard player offers to edit his GM’'s houesyrules, whicii ave 19 ».zus
long. he 5% agress; and publlshes the updated rules with the note that they now
superceds the ¢ld ones, But he hasn't proofread carefully enough. On thae tottonm o
rage 1Z, the nleyer has inserted the sentence, "Austria may claim victery at any time.
and in so doing wins the game." The Austrlan player waits until the rules are published
and in foice, ard then clalms victory. Has he behaved ethically, and does he win the
game? Or has he decelved the GM by his actions? (If so, what if he also slyly deleted
the rule prohibiting decepticon of the GM?...)

SITUATICN 4y Ths rules say that players may threaten each other. »ui doe¢s anything
go? Suppose that (to 1if% an example right out of Richard Sharp's baok‘ France 1s
enjoylng the elaadesting favors of Englsand®’s wife, and Germany knows itw Can the
Gexzran playeyr than threaten to tell all ualess France supports him to the win? More
generally, can such real-life threats be made to "persuade" z player to do as one
wilshes in the gama?

A somewhat #imllax slituation le that of a bribe. Is it ethilecal fuxr cone player to
tell ancther, "1°1l pay you ten dolklars to support me into Venice,"?

BITUATION 5: You are Fngland at war with France, and in Fall °01 you notize that you
have succeeded in capturing Brest. However, the adjudication reveals that Wils was a
sluple GMing error: France has In fact bounced you with P Mid-Bre, but the GM let on
take it Ly mistake. France or someone zlse wlll suxely notlce the error, but what if
by some rlracle nobody else notices? Are you eatitled to bulld a wmit for Bresiy ¢ -
are you obligated to report the error@3

SITUATION 64 ,UIQﬁJn now that you are England.at war wiih France, and, cerialn thac
you will be kepl oub of Brest, you ixry lnastead for Plcardy. But lo, when ihe
adjudlication srrives you are astounded to see that France has not covered Hrest. aad
what®s more, the GM has reported that you moved ic Bresi and capltured it! Checklng

your copy of your orders, you see that the GM has comnitied a "cloaked Terror! -~ an
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arror that {w.like that in the previocus exmmple) no onc cen possibly spoi wifese oo
bring it to thelr attentlon. You did indeed go to Plsardy, and the GM & mer s mo . ¢
feur oxdsxs, Are you obligated to report ihls error, or can you keep Bresi o
soenarie?

SIVIAYION 7¢  An savaiope arrives in your mailicx from your ally, and .. - o 1o L
»f the cavelepe by an obvicusly stray plece of chewing gur is an unecancs ' : CoE

the posteard, addressed 4o the GM, eontains a set ~f orders from your =i
andoh anve, shal’ we say, not quits what you oxpectsd. Ars you obllgal: °
pogteard on to the GM? Is it fair for yon to change Your orders based ‘
have fend out? And is 1t faix for you w change the orders on ihe pos o
gend it inv -

SITUATION 83 You are in a game run by 2 (M who lives Just a fow miles adey. Lne
feason, you notice a GMing .exvor and call to tell him zbout it. "Thenk-.® "o BE Y.
UL serd out g ovorrention to the other players tomorrow morming,."

he next moynius you sueal up to his mailbox and remove ane of the & o o
pdjudacutioas; sines you den’t want a cartain other player tc know ahout i:. lgnering
vhe facl thet you bave just committed a Federsl offense, is your actlon oibioal withic
*ha conlext of the gawa?
SIVUATION 9r I'm sure we can all zgres that a player has a right to vois o he wishe o
wh n deaw proposal. Bul consider the player who tells his GM, "Look, L'» %i- oml.,
pizyer vetoing this draw each seasen. Your houserules glve you the =ight v »wl R
wile game from Tive-wsek dsadlines to two-weel deadlines, Do that, and "1l vot oy
o draw.  Don't, and 1'11 keep voitoing -~ and the game wlll last at least .acthe. yuns
of zeal time." Is the player behaving ethically? How should the GM penat? {Mauu in
mind - that such a change in the game procedure can have s legitimate cifact ¢
rategles employed by the players. See "Variations by Randslph Smyth, ¥ o4
page 310.) .

How about the player who threatcons to keep vetoing urless the M :
wizh him in another game in which they are both Playing? Is this playve: @
ethically, and hew should the G react?

L3y
LTS

[

SITUATION 10¢ You are awnre of the fact that another player in your sana hie o ouo
on mdlitary duty & year from now, or is temminally 121, or whatnot, and wew ¢ e alla
0 continue playing after the time comes. He is presently growing and threatening w

win, The houserules aliow any player tc sepavate any seascn on request -~ aver Taepnais

is it CU for you o ilhreaten him like this? *iither ally with mes snd ge B Wt u
wwo-way draw, or I will separste all the seascns and not only won't you i rews il
noel gel any part of the finishiv |

FHUCFEALL SITUATION: The Russlan player, sunoyed by Austria's refusal teoakiyv.
concucts g devilish [ian...

Austrla visiir Hussia one fine :weekend at the lattex's invitation, anc Suring e
courte of the weekend Pussia tecomes pregnant (asaume for the purposes of *.ic RRLETIRN: Vol
that the Russian player is female),

Cver the course of the next few monihs, Russip grows tremendously iy ‘i niddle,
capturing Bewlin, Kiel, Nunich, Vienns, and several other nearby seaters. ospita
iepeated stabs by Austzla. FRussia then threatens & pamternity sult. T . oovoriar
Leyer Lives on a limited irncomo, howsvar, and if faced with =uch a sui’ 5. ° o ba
2 W e fford to contiuve playing In the game. Iz it ethical for Russy - ‘o«
vt o leave the game by having the baby? Or can Austria validly ool 4w o oo
v "8 Boean screwszd by FMother Russla?

ELras

Lbet's hear your vieus on these sltuatlons, Doomiss {veu may om

Pt isng ard we il ey io make this into anciher roumdewnhiz A

-
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Runestone Zine Poll Results!

for the fourth time In five years, Voice of Doom 1s the first zine to publish
the Runestone Poll Resudis, at least in part. T have spoken with Randolph: Smyth and
gotten all the Informatlon he had available by the time this goes io press., MNo wond
yet on the 3 Poll or Subtzine Poll, and despite my well-publiciged intentions of
combining Randeiph®s two llsts to generate a third, what is published hevre is only
the "averaging® 1lst. The reason is simple - Randolph hasn®t had time to do the
proeference materix yel, and informs me that he won®t have 1t done for at least anoiher
week, 8o much for good intentions!

Also given ars the number of votes each gzine talllisd overall, and the average
score to the nearest hundredth, after the top and botiom 8% of the votes were discounted.

1. Europa E ss (67} B.49 © 127, Stralght From the Dimmer‘s Mouth (21) 6.68
2. FEnvoy (3???3000 28. Anduiln (45) &.66

3. Politesse 727) 7.86 ~ 29. Magus {41) 6.65

4%, 'The Prin:uec (38) 7.68 ‘ . Xenogogic (31) 6.62

5. 30 %1les of Bad Road (55) 7.65 31. Bushwacker (18) 6.56

6, Llfe of Honty (29) 7.64 ' 32, Winsome Losesome {33} 6.51

7. Sleepless Knighis (28) 7.62 ' 33. Cathy's Ramtlings (38) 6.34%
8. Diplomacy World {74) 7.60 3% Murd'ring Ministers (35) 6.32
9. No Fixed Address (34) 7.60 - 35. Diplomacy Digest (53) 6.31
10. Snafu! (33) 7. §1 36. Choesacake (15) 6.30

11, Fol 31 Fie {i3) 7.45 37. House of Loxds (23) £.28

12, Volca of Dnom (74) 7.43 38. Appalling Gread (29) 6.16

13. Retaliatiom (30) 7.34 39. Craustark (12) A.16

i4. Raging Maln (322 7.21 | Lo, Erehwon (37) 6,09

15, Whitestenla (&47; 7.12 41, Everything (25) 6.09

16, Hersaglleri (195 7.11 42, Festungs Hof (13) 5.90

17. Perslandra (31) 7.07 43, Hai Jakal (32) 5.75

18, Coat of amms (37) 7.00 iy, TAberterrean (15) 5.69

19, North Sealth Wost Ceorge (36) 6.93 45, Who Cares? (27) 5.60

20. Emhain Macha (21) 6.89 « Lone Star Diplomat 222} 5 60
2i. Ter-ran (16) 6.85 47, Paranoie’s Menthly {16) 5.52
22, End Justifies ihe Means (138) 6.8 48, You ¥now My Name... {11} 5.36
23, Irkeome (42) 6,80 : 49. Give Me a Weapon (34% 5.06
2k, Midliife Crisis (45) 6,76 : 50, Manifest Destiny (33) 4.65
15 {25» Dogs of War (18) 6.75 51. Battle Statlons (12) 4,25
* {25. The Diplomat (18} 5.75 52. Modern Patrlot (34) 3.03

I believe Kandolph sald that there were atout 130 baliote cast this yeax, but I'u
art sure I got that number quite right. Europa Express 1s clearly the claas of the
nothy as it has teen for several years now., Scanning the 1llst, I notlce & few 2ines
surprisingly high and szome that finished far toa low, in my opinion, but then, not
everyone has the saue opinions ag meé, Thanks to Randolph for a Job very well done.
I'm sorry that the pubtlication deadline for this issus prevents me from printing moxrs
comprehensive results, but you'll b hearing more about those soon enough.

As for VD's finish, I'd like to thank all 74 who voted for me. Typically, no
zine gathered mere votes, I am pleased to have finlshed so well in such a fine fleld,
especlally when I look dowm to the zines that finlshed below me and deserved much better.
To all, thanks, and I will continue to try hard.

The distribution of votes for VD ran as followss 1 zeru, no ones, 3 twos,

5 threes, 6 fours, 73 fives, 7 slxes, 7 sevens, 12 elghts, 12 ninse, and 18 tens.
Not wanting to run up any more of a phone bill than ths monstercus one I already have
thls month, I didn°t ask Randolph far any of the other zines® disiributions, soxry-
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LME BOTEy ) meueged o get the OM and Subsine Poll vesuiis aliler cypdng un e
LeVious mage; average vankings nnly and no 8% cutsffs on these;

Subzines
1. aex speel {5) 5.0 19. MeANNderings (6 6,50
2. Dmperarily Delayed {13) 8.84 20, Hare of the Dog {12) 6.41
1. digh Plalas Conzo (37 5.25 21, ESAD (32) 6.31
L. demme Fateie (0) 8,00 22, Benzene (30) 6.:0
5 Sutmarine Varfere (35 7.87 23. Chomps and Miams (20) 6.1%
5 WMaggle's Zine (5. 7.40 24, Waneater (21) 6,1%
7 Surange Dolngs (D1 7,47 25. Perlmutter‘s Revenge (18} &. 1!
3. FKathy's Korner (3¢} 7.43 25. Alex"s Column (27) 6.07
a.  Vertigo (192 7. 21 27. FNORD {10) 6,00
16. Jip Ciry (5) 7.z 28. Mass Nurders (27) 5.70 :
1'. Tupletive Delotad Y24} 7,19 25, Beity Daly’s Subzine (8) 5 £2
1 F'}‘a": Be.'!.l:m "" f. 16 30, Father KXnows Less (‘,‘w) 5
Pao Grephant Heam. (9 v 16 3. Free Speech Alley (€} 5. &f
11 Mos Eisley wLacﬂprJ* (55) 7.01 32, The Beholder (19} 4.89
19, Humboldt (23} €.95 33« Mr, Ree Theatre (7} 4,53
i6, tattle Dipper (19) -.89 3. Foot 4n Mouth (8) L4.67
17, Geldnailes {35 &.08 35« Dippy Daddy (6) 4,66
i8. Corn off the Cobbd (10} 6.80 3. Frump the Midget (7} 4.28
18 ?{k.(-&_{'{_{ij Yoy oate LoGE 37. Reagan®s Youth Newsletter (Vi o, 71

t‘

Hope T smelled alld wese right.  fa not familiar with seme of them. T
partioulaxly Like o tihask the 27 pecple who weve kind enough to wota for .is'g
Sulumie even thouzh 11°s now folded. A lot of people stll) remember all ke
sutertalnaent she provided for VU'a readers. Only four sulzines got mors votas!

ais
Y. John Paly (8) $,.50 23, Huss Rusnak {12} 7.75%
2. Andy Lischett (58 9,258 24, Dick Martia (10) 7 éx
Z. R Plscek (3) 9.a0 25. Matt Fleming (&) .50
4, Pawl Raeuterberg f./lj 26. Stevs Langley (14) 7.42
5. Gary Joughlan (11) &, 82 27. Pete Caughan (&) 7.33
6. Jim Meinel 523) 8,76 28, Roy ijenricks (6) .16
7. James Weodson (9) 8,77 28, Tro fherwoed (A} 7.16
8. Dave Carter {8} 0.5 . Steve Hutten (7} 7.1k
#. Dave Xieklman {E) 8.% g Don Williams {7) '?;-il«x"
10, #iks Hazger {5) 8.4 Ron krown (11) 7.0
i, John Caxuso {9) 3.22 3‘.., Tom Keinardl (§) 7. o
i2. Fandolph Smyth (5 8.20 . Cathy Cumning (&) 6.83
1%, Mike Mills (6) 8.16 {?hu Larry Peexy (6) €.83
14, Judy Winsome {3) 8.12 3. Rod yalker {6) 6,83
L4. Mark Luedl (18) 8.05 37. Erle fane (3) 6,77
15, Steve Arnawcodian (8) 8,00 38, Konrgd Baumeister (11} ‘> 43
i, Seott danson (16) 8,00 39. Mazk Larselere (12) 6.2
{A. Ronald Browm {8) &.50 40, Terry Tallman {B) &4.75
{4, Steve Jeinowskd (5% 7.87 41, Keith Sesler (9) 3.8¢
e Dan Staf.ord {7 7.85% 52, BAll Highfield {6} 1.86
21, BRUX Linsey (21) 7.8C
i Pom Suilder (5 7.8 ‘

“wiadn, thanks to all #ho veted and especlally to those VD players whe <sted Tor
me. o alst place alnt t “arip wad, hut with a little hard work maybe I can do Y er
neri o vaes, Fimaldlyy, T oam Informed that 119 people voted in the polls over: . tids



wrearpt from Ihe Game of Diplomacy, by Richard Shaxp ‘5 Cf

The Plrst Letters

The lettars you write to othex piayers tefore mpring 1901 are likely to decide your
fate, assuming you are reasonably competent at tactical play. If you make 2 ness of
them, youwr “invesiment® of tlme and money could Yo wasted before you even start. liere
are a few hints on composing these - vital letters. '

Mrst, and most important, be infermal. If you start your letter “lesy Mr. dal'h",
or even worse "Dear Sir", you are quite likely not to get a reply at all, and you
ars certainly wmllkely to succeed in your dlplomatic aims., "Dear Fred” lis correet
form. Mock=formal letters (“Your Imperial Majesty", acd =o on} are all vight up to a
point -~ in my first game I wrote .all my letters in this veln; it worked well wlth scme
people, less well with others. Some players maintsin that they are put off by
typewritten latters, but I think thet's a 1ot of nonsense; 1 type all mine. because 1
}ike to keep carbon-coples and remember what lies I've told to whem! Certsinly I wouid
rather recolive a well-ityped letter than a spldery scrawl on a dog-eared page itorn
from an old exsrcisse book, but so long as you remember that legible letters mre moize
lixely tc be answersed, you'll be all right.

My secund pointer may seem absurdly unneceseary; I assure you it is noi. Hea® up
all your lstters with your addreas, the date, the game number, and the cowrtry yuu
ars playing. If all thils information ia thers, you are more likely to g2i sn an&wers
The recipisent of your letter will not have to turn up his flle copy of the gamearurt
to discover your address; he can Just reply at once, without any research. Belleve
ma, it rakes a blg difference. The game number ls particularly laportant. In ay
firet gome. playlng Austria, I wrote to France a letter addresssd tc "M. le Président’
ani complate with all the right headings excapt the game numbar., [ recsived a2 ouvt
pesteard in reply: “Some of ve are in moye than one game, you knox." That was 2ll.

I was taken abtack. I dldn't know, to be honest. In fact, players In thoze days

xight be in over fifty games at a tlme; increasing postal charges have changed this,
and few people play in more than a dogen now, but the point is still valld. Of sourse,
wrat wae bad tactice by France, though, as I realleed later when I got ¢ know him
well, it was entirely in hammony with hla atrasive perscnality; I hlushed %o think of
tha way e would have sneered at "Py elaborate moock~formal style! But prolably thot
simple errox, not using the game number, cost me my chance of establishiog frieniy
relations in that games as thingg turned out, itimay even have cost me a win.

This brings me to my next poipt. Don't asmuge that the other players are sin'lar
to you in any way ~- they won't ¥p. A random examples one of the firsi gemes I ran
(BG4} included a2 businessman in his fiftles, s sollcitor and a 1ibrarian in %hwiy
twentids, wo schoolbeys and two "uninowns", one;of them an Australiun playing froa
Cunberra. Thie 1& not wntypicals players I havp encounter2d have ranged in age irum
thirtesn 4o over Seventy, with s yange of occupations and life~styles to match, The
best teshnique is probably to lay your cards on %he table: say who you are, and nsh
who they are. Not all will respopd, but those who do will be that much move llkely
t place confidence in you if yoy are something jore than a mare name and addresa.

Again, don't make the major qiror of trying to concesl the fact that +hls i: your
{irst zame. Anyone who has playad before will sie through you at once; anyone who
hasn't w11l be wary of your "gregter experience"j and you won’t kmow which is which.
If you £i2d ap oxperienced playes who replies kindly and patronizingly, exploit hise
chvious vanity ~- ask hils advice] tell him how out of your depth you are, explain ihat
you will ba satisffed to avolid seventh place, When he has committed himself to allying
with you, waii for your chance, then atad nim.

»aoiy next point is don't W too aggressive. Be at ppins to nelnt cut ibat
you would welcome your ally's advice, and that the moves you have outlinec ave only
"suggestions"; thls will nake him more likely to accept them, which of course i@ whi!
you want, Lf he tekes you up and suggests modifleations, bad luckp now you'll Bave




o soe it through, and accept at least scame of what he says.

L never ceasz Lo a anazed that there are some people who never writs gv all. 1
can't stresa tihls o nuch:  when you start your first game. wrlie to everyoneg. In
later gumes, when your name 1s famillar, this is not so Imporiant. I confcss that i
no longer bother to observe this xule a hundred per cent, but I used 12, znd I 5310
fael T sught to, even Af ldleness occ: 3lomally prevents it.

~oeThe oppesite cuse 1s the one that makes me veally cross: though zore, this
type unhalsznces the game and thus spolls it. This is the fellow who writc: culy to
tne other player. winally somsone he krnows already, either perscnally o. irom arcther
game. ouppose you, as Austrla, don't hear from Ltaly, what on earth are you to daduce”
Clearly you're golng o be attacked, and you react vigerously to dsfend yoursgll . the
most amazing thing of ~ll 1s that sometimes he doesn't attack, and you hLev: in o [fack
"uttacked” him withoul cause, probably not wanting to at all. One or twe aiperiences
of thils kind wers enough for me, and I began to choose my opponents more carefuwlly,

s I TN B A R R A ARSI B SR Y A AR AR AR SR e IR, | LB G EE PRE R

Anc that coout wraps another anothey isswe. Agaln, sorry I dldn’t ls.2 the time
o do a blg "un this month. Some closing noiess

Dave Lincoln called this moming and was kind enough to invits me to wove ar’
vielt him In Ehode Island luatex this month., Maybs he®ll iesch me how to Aay Welo 1o
Facs~io=froe Diplonacy!

You heard it here first dept.: OSometime within the next thrse years, scmebei;s is
zing to vefer to Stevs Knight 48 a Plilar of the Hobby. By then, nobody is sexiuuslr
geing to argue the print. Walt and sea.
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Hruwe Linsey
73 Ashuwelot S, Apt. 3
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