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Thanksvorymuehfo(:ngﬁlﬂfrmvﬁhgmﬁthmtherhatd:of?oweof
Doon envelopess. They’re grest, Greg

Igmmlmishtasmllletyoufolk&hmwri&htamﬂmtthisi&x“tgoingm
be one of ny most pleasant iasues. fthere is some mighty nasty stuff going on arownd
the hobby, and some of it involves me and caumot be ignored any longer.

Ihwehminfmdhmeﬁapommﬂmtnwamumaﬂnsam
that I wrote a nasty letier to her dsughter, Franeins. For the publle record, I wish
to state that this story is an absolute and total 1ie. I have never written = nasty
letter to Frencine Byrme, or to any ¢of Eathy's children. I am horrified and disgusted
that Kathy would sny euch a thing. Kathy has my psrmission to make public anything
I have ever sent any of her children, regardless of how it is labeled. I will pay
her $50 1f she can produce a nasty letter written by me (formerdes don’t cowmt, of
course) to ona of her kids, If this tune sounds familiar, soue of you may remember
that last year I made a sizmilar offe: Maheaemsedmofmdmsheralattor
threatening to have her attacked in zine in America. That lettier didn't
exist gither, IMmehthxtommeuhtm :

Ironically, in my 5+ years in the hobby, I“veonlykmmofonepermubom
low emough to try to hurt a child with a nasty letter. I am referring tc a letter
ihat was sent to Alex Loxd on J 13, 1983. I still have that letter and will
produce 1t for anyone who ssnds & SA It wes written by none other than Kathy
Byrne. Itseansabithypocrﬂ.tiodbmmthmytsmwmmofaomﬂxm

che has actully done, 5

And now Kathy can ait back in Xa 'sKomermdumaboutbowLMymd!{nlker
Just won't leave her alome. Well, t a» 1 supposed to do? Let her spread viclous
lies about me and not snswer: thew?. I don’t kpow who elss she has. iold thia to, por
doIkmwﬂmtolu&oiauy&nga t ne. Ifthenisnmmoutthomuhofoolsl
ahouldletharluagummmd, Iidlih'bohaarwhy. And AT there’s suyons left
#ho belleves her and not me, why pot ask hex tomm these letters? I1¢lY admit

it — I'n dhgusted. She's m Mins ao::-t. of atuf: for years now, _'

The Voice of Doom is a jomn; of‘ postal. Dlplpucy publmd owry now end then
by Bruce Linsey, 73 Ashuslot St., Apt. 3, Dalton, MA 01226, Phone (413)684-0567,
Subs are 10 issues for $5.00. Standhys are wanted, There are no game openings.

Diplomacy is a registered t:ragu:wk for a guo invented by Allan B. Calbamer and
eopvrishhd by Avalon Hill, _ o

The deadline for &11 games mta.ihod henin :ls Ausust 31. 1%#.
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o Ihe Highfield aAffair

If ou have bear rasding cextain publlcatlons put out by Jeha Carvsc :nd YVeyyy
Tallman recently, you may have notlced mention of the faet thet T wrote s Latier to
Bill HighPield'e navzl commander, X confirm this, T dld, Zadeed, writs puch a ootvens

Beinre weu ~nst me off inte the darkosse as a wesult of what Caruss s Hedlaen
have “cld the hobhy, you might be interesied in what they dldn't revesl. J mefex. of
cowras, o the civoumalances swrrowndlag thias wily ap.h&arien TRATHS0 and Toiiman ane
both t-ml avare of carein relsvant facts that they havs been hiding foca P o 7 T e |
and in faet, both of them bave implied vary strongly that the latier was wiliter ‘or
reasons which Thay gaov had mthing to de with the whole f‘:jre

#ha’ Caruso H’ant,s mu » fuwe

Jebw faruss, dh, seing this incldent in F'f)ct in Msaﬁh ;’Hﬂ (m Eur T ,_s"ggtez, # 11
proclalrs that “Thove is 2 ceriain slement of TputmCased’ that take ihis LIS AN AT el T
serious, thst ithey eniid actuslly Jo something to burt you, personally, ﬁa-i;;tﬁ@hs.“.ﬁay s
they sould not get uack at you within the hobby... Really makes you wonde:r 1T it 1s

worth 1% %o try and heve fun in this hoboy. I mean, if you den’t do At s i wart,
they will zet you,?

Carise wante vou 10 'beliave, then; thet 1 wiote ithe letiny as the resu. of )
hobby dispute, Carmise knews £ul) well that that is falae.

dbat Taiiman warts Yov to Beliove

Tersy Tallmsn, Alscussing the matier in tha July issue of NOWG, teils ais pezders
thet “For those of vou who never maw Bill's zine, Modera Patriot. 4t was | i.lad with
what cowld only be zeiled right wing raviag that he uopad to pass off -iib
effect “hat Mictals:d achievan, Wfortmately a young man jrst comlng ¢ ~d
teans was malbls ta o) Lt off... My point bere 18 that while I may have malileved
him to e a ravisg Joo ;.y I neverthsless defend his right 0 e w ong (s 7y view). No
one wes foroced in mwad what B1il wrots...”

Teiiran wants you 5o belleve, then, that I wrots the lsliier as a rausli of Elilvs
politics, Tallman kweae DUl %ell that that e false.

ibe Iruth of e Matla:

Slarting last svarer and continulng for a perlod of severxal wonthe, Blili Highillsid
wroie a series of:letisrs to various hobby ssmbers, vepsatedly and graprically
throatening the 1ivss of certain people., Thede ware pot the sort of efi-tiw-cuf?
threats that any ravienal person would dismiss zs "Ridd ing srowrd®, or ¥arwoi. ‘hesa
Were wvery serious torents. 1'11 give you a Tew examples.

Lzst summer Keith Sesler wrote 2  numorous article in his szine Mapifssi Desit LY
antitled "Letiters ie'd Like to Receive." The asrticle, clearly a gag g itan. worteived
"latbers® from various well-khcwn pexsonallties, portrsyinz them in s manner radically
different than thal: rsal-life personas. George MeGovarn, fox instancs, vos powtiaysd
as s Rapubliecan, Aud Bill Highfleld was portraysd as a cowmmumisti. :

Hightield vesponded with a letter to Sesler threatenins vepeatedly o 5311 Mime
The letier 1s yoprinted 5.31 part at the end of this ari:.ic.;e, m 1 won't guote from 1t
YiOW«e
' Kathy 3yme raxwived a let-,er from Highfleld about nls a:wglolfvlend Chuistine,
stating that "Fvery tlae I see her now, I want o ki1l her. Dutl, slace o surder chirge
would ruin my navel caresr, and sines that would give her lmmensa pleasure and
sgtisfaction, 1°il jai her live." That's awfuily sweet of him. He®ll is¢t ner llve.

In this same letitey, Highfisld threatens 1o ocoms %o Alveny aud "R Bruce™ and
(still in veference t¢ me) to "caetrate the basiaxd.”

In Geiober, BAll sant Eric Kene an issus of his zine wilth a messege »uiten on
the outalds cover threutening to kiil me.
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0K, at this point you might stlll feel that all of these threats were simply gags,
and not to be taken seriously. I must differ, and I probably know Bill better than
anyone elss in the hobby outside his local group in Rochester. Indeed, I spent a week
with hin once on vacation. And I'm not the only pexrson who knows Highfleld very well
and considers him to be both irrational and dangerous,

Bill 1s by nature a violent person. He 1s a loner and does not generally Ilndulge
in kidding around, He 1ls full of hatred for many different people and groupe of
people. I feel very strongly that under certain ciroumsiances; he might be capable of
carrying out his death threats.

Another person who fits the above description has been in the news quite a bit
lately. A loner full of hatred for other people. It seems he told his wife that he
was golng to "bunt humans" before teking a walk to the laocal McDonalds...

Desplite my very real worries; I did txry to use restraint. In the middle of all
this I wrote directly to Bill and warned him that his threats constituied a felony.

T warned him very clearly that Af his actlons continued, I would press charges and/ox
bring the matter to the attention of the Navy. His actions continued, and finally in
Janunry I contacted his commander and informed him of what was going on. I did not
aszk for any action. I told Bill’s commandsr about the death threats, enclosing coples
of three letters; and adding that "If you do spsak with Midshipman Highfield regarding
these letters, I would apprecilate 1t greatly if you would get back to me and let me
know if, in your estimatlon, he seriously intends to oarry out any of his threats.”

And those are the facts behind this situation, I currently have in my poassession
all of the letters guoted above.

Thers are ssveral peripheral points that must be made. First of all, the questlon
may arise as to swhy I dldn®t handle thisz as a mormal *hobby feud”, but instead went
outslde of the hobby and took actlon. Very simply, 4nce people‘s lives were being
threatened, I no longer regarded this as a hobby matter. That Bill and I both happened
to be in the same hobby was absolutely incldental to the fact that here was scmeone
repoatedly threatening me and others with death., And it would to this day have
remained a private dispute, were it not for Caruso’s and Tallman®s attempts to maks
it appeaxr that I turned Bill in as the result of some petty hobby dispute, or bascause
of his politloes,

Secondly, 1t was not ny motive to take revenge and get Bill into trouble with the
Navy, although of course I was aware that this could very well be the end result of my
aotion. I simply needed to put & atop to Bill’s campalgn of death threats. Had I
been out for revenge, well, I recall a certain letter Bill sent me in October, 1982, in
which he stateds "I want to kill Patrick Moynihan (NY Senmator, Democrat, Communistic)!
DEATH TO MOYNIHAN! LEHRMAN FOR commom X111 cuomol" But the Nawy never saw that
letter.

Third, despite all of the aboye, I do not urge anyone to further persecuts Blll.

He is no longer in the hobby and, I imagine, has done a lot of tossing and twrning in
this bed he has made for himself.' Fox any bobhy*mber to continue to torment him
now would be just plain ndiati.c. and possitly dpngerous. He's & sad cass. Let him be.

Fourth, I firmly belisve I have acquitted mygelf of the charge thet I would go after
someone’s career based on a hobby dlspute or on itlcal differences, I 414 what I
had to do. I am neither proud of it, nor ashamed of it., It happened. I hope it never
has to happen agaln,

Fifth, I also firmly belleve tha.tTelimdeohncnrmhothhavealotof
explaining to do. Why did they dsliberately hide the facts from their readers and
cover up the resasons for the act? (If Tallman wishes to argue that the threats should
not have been taken seriously, then why the total avoldance of any mention of them?)
Why 4id they even feel that this issue needed to be brought into the hobby press to
begin with? Could i1t be that both of then have been casting about looking for ways
to try to dism&tm,mdfhhmthrmmmstinm.;mungthing

£ind (provided that the oircumstances were covered that is)?
they gould find (p Shyone has any dowbts about these dsath thrests, pert of one of
H:shnold"s letters is reproduced on the following page.
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((To the right is an example of one of Bill Highfleld's letters, this one
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sent to Keith Sesler.))

Ll al, 70 gedl ceneeodtir would dptsy
o ey oece loncrcoduie s sual auion
Aty é)m—m@ would /,e Qotroy U Aeputalion

G ¢
At shod @%MW%J

((aAnd the letter goes on like this for two more pages, but you
get the idea. I rest my case. —- BL)) :



GEORGIE PORGY, PUDDIN® AND FIE ROBBIE, SLOBBIE, SAME OLD SONG
MISSED HIS MOVES AND MADE BRUX CRY... CAME BACK,..BUT GOT HIS ORDERS 'WHONG!

Suwmer 1914

GERMANY: NRR! A Mun r OTB

Fall 1914 _

ENGLAND (insoff): F NWY S RUSSIAN A StP, F_IRI-Mid (F NAT S)

FRANCE (Williams)s F BRE S A Gas, Ausssmmaaur

GERMANY (wztmna)- - A BER n (r ‘BALS), A S A Ber (KsSU), A BUR S FRENCH A Gas,

‘ARUH S A Bux, P ENG S GH F Bre

ITALY (Howerton)s F MID 8 TURKISHF sﬂuq-cas (Kso), F FOR S F Mid, F WES S F Mi4,
A MAR-BUR, A PIE-Ma.r, A KN S A Mar-Bur, A BOH S A Mun, A Vie~TYO

RUSSTA iBemlcm); A STP H

TURKEY (Leritie?): MMR! A LVN U, A PRUU, A WAR U, A SIL U, A GAL U, A MOS U, A SEV U,
FBLAU, FLYOU ABUW U, FNAF U, P SPA(ne) U

Supply Center Charts ' ‘ '
ENGLANDs Lvp, Lon, Nwy, Swe L, bwild i

FRANCE: Par, Bre 2, even
GERMANY: J¥ff, Ber, Kie, Den, Hol, Bel, Edi 6, bulld i
ITALY: Home, Gre, Trl, Mar, For, ‘.’h, MIN 9, tulld 4
RUSSIAs Str - 1, even
TURKEY: Home, B'ul. Ser, Bud, Rum, Tun, Sev, War, Spa, Mos 12, even

£

Game Noté®s An Eﬂ/G/I/R/T draw has Yoen proposed. Fleass vote by next deadline.

Thanks to B4 Jedry for the standby orders which turned out not to be needed, since
Rob Wittmond has returned. Wourld Pat Conlon, Box 17014, 1.SU, Baton Rouge, LA 70893
Please submit standby orders for Twrkey? Thanks muchly, Pat.

Pressa;

SVANVIK, NORWAYs. . It mas otill daxly in the afterncon, Wt the Arctic qba.dmre were
lengthening as the relieving troops arrived at the forwerd {rench lines atove the
river. To the East, on the Russian uide, the dsriness was slready well advanced.

The captain of the guard exvhanged fomnlitiaa with his rellef, and zta.yed to
chat for a few minutes before departing. ]

"Anything ew 6ver there?” : )

"Nothing. We've nad pairols qn the oast‘hanksinoo davm. Still_'&'ylnetomka
contact. “What*s the neawa?" - ; o .

"They say the Twrke mirched into Eston!.ahstmonth. Dsmned if I undorstand whexre
ths Rooshins can be. Or don’t they .care about their glorious upltal?"

"Oh, I sxpsct {at they...say, whati goes on thexre?"

Mmaﬂafomﬁoﬁonoﬂto the ‘right, and then a private came hurrying
domthoMtha&Mhhmammmawnmﬂomﬂﬂxmm
in a blosdy s1ksgy _

"S3¥¥ the private bagan, but the other man imterrupted immediatsly, T an
Colonel w.-‘of Gelerl Ihnm vis staff,” he sald hoarsely, in m-mm
accented Englial. “ "Ye -have a m.ll across the river in Nikel. The lines %o
Petersburg are still open, T an instructed by Genersl Danislov to ask,.."

The Captain ves slready diving for the Tield telophone. "Get me Northern Forces
Command in Narvik - NOW! What? Of course, you bloody idiot -— I'11l walt!" He turned
to the Russian and smiled ironicslly in the gaﬂmr&.ng gloom. “Weloome, Colonei,” he
sald., "We have besn walting for you." ((ORION continues next page))
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BRUX to NORWAY; Nice it of press. I'm sorry alout the eariler screwups with your
Iress, and I°ll try to malke suve thsy aren’t repsated in the future.

RMs Large shimmentis of Munich Beexr ars now being imported to Italy for distrilntion
among the flesis and amies., Winning batiles is thirsty work.

ERUR to ROM; It's golng to be thirstier siill without your allyi Come back, George!
LONDON to CONSTANTINOFLE: An I/T draw? Whay the hsll didn’t you say ac!!

EEFLIN to WOKLD: Exouse me for the lapse lsst sesson, Things 1ike that happen when
& game starts losing its interest. I will play this cut io the end, though, and I
wigh ny allles and enemles to note that despile the loss of ¥un, thers i3 a falllack
defensive 1line! To wit: Nwy, StP, Bal, Ber, Kiel, Rubr, Bur, Far, Bre, Eng, Iri,
NAt, Doubtless thils | not discourage ay good friend George, who is determined to
get what he "dsserves” (1f I/T 1s the only reasomalle proposal, why don't you propose
1t, George?) and is probebly willing to wali for ancthex HME, Mt I'm willing to kesp
going wntil we cateh up with the pressut. Tally hol

BRUX to CEXMANYs BSuggest you check out the VD Houssrules mwgarding the GM°s perogative
of tliagg’l#n.ring agdz'a.w in & stalemated position. This gams ien"t very liksly to make it
t-D - mm-

GAARRE Y

ORION (continued)

As by now you can already *tsll, this issue is rather mesead up. Hobbytalk in the
middle of the zmme reporta? Whare‘s the ol fommat gone 077

Actually, I must start this off on an apologeiic note. Thars have buen problems
this month, I°ve barely had a spere minute ti1l now, shat with Josn®s visit described
eleavhere, a very pleasant visit to Riwda Ieland to meet Dawe Lincoln aznd his fasily
(who are texrific people, I 2ight add, and I hed a rarvelous time), und many assorted
other non~hobhy commitments, Hobbyialk will therefors be quite short this month, and
it’s golng right here where I can f£it it. The lLetisr column is shortansd too: a
numter of letters ars being held over till next month. I don’t Like to do this, tut
I Just didn’t have lots of time this menth. #99 is going io be published on Lator
Day weekend, which will hel)p Jmmensely.

Moxe apology. I kuow full well that much of the matexdial in this issue  imn't
sxactly pleasant. That's unavoldalle, glven some of the nastiness that’s tiying
arcund the hobby these days. If you can®t stand o read this sort of thing, skip
the front pege, the Highfield article (fine time to tell you this, I know, I know)
and my exchange with Walkers and that'll get you by most of the feuding. At least
1 won’t txry to do as certaln other zines do and paes ali this >ff as "in fun". I+
lan’t fun, and I know it as well as you do. .

There's a lot of wnpleasant atuff that I dién't print, too. Tellman has threatensd
ne with some rather nasty stuff which I can answer quite adequately if hs goes ahead
with it. But I'11 let him drop his llttle bomd first, before discussing it here.

The Pullisher's Statement on Foot in Mouth has bpen signad by eight highly regarded
hobbylsts, with three more wavering, two unwilling to aign because (as they both

put 1t) they "don’t want to get onto Ceruso®s shit ilst”, and still severs’ people
unheaxd from. I'zm not going to publish 1t, at least not thia month., I wmat to e
as fair ss possible to Caruso under the sircumstancos, and the Statement will remain
unpublished so long as the sort of stuff that has appeared in recent issues.of FIM
is cortailed. I haven't seen any more nastiness in FIM sinos the statement went out,
80 perhaps the problem ocan be addressed without such drastic measures,

Jim-Bob Burgess has been kind enough to send me a copy of his upooming subsine in
Tallman's sine. Jia-Bob speaks out rather harshly againet me regarding ihe Highfield



Affair, but reading what he says it is clear that he had no knowledge of the death
threats. Therefore I find it very hard to take any offense at his criticlem, aslnce
1t was tased on what Tallman wrote in the last NSWG. I°11 be sending a copy of the
Highfisld story to Jim-Bob and perhaps a fev of Tallman's othexr veaders and then let
them éﬂomlﬁe

John Boardman, writing in Gmuata:k #¥55, states that "After a sucoession of
msstiafsctory Custodians, At 18 a great rellef to have her ((Xathy)) in that
lnportant post ((ENC)).” I am inclined to dizagree with John's assasmment of Kathy’s
predecssors, It 1s true that wevs had some resl losers in the position of ENC in
tho pest (Cal White comes to mind), but the two who precedsd Xathy were in my opinion
very goods I°m referring o I.ee Kendter Sy, and Don Dittex. Boardman is entitied to
his opinion, tut I foel thet Les and Don deserve a lot of credit for the Job they
d1d, just as (in eome ways) Kathy demarves credit.

Greg El1lis has just begun publication of Psulllotonist's Forum, whioh hes to be
one of the worsi names for s zine I°ve yet come acxoss, FF wAll feature s sectlon of
Presldentisl Politics and other games, and discussions of politics. A sample can be
had from Greg by sanding him a SASE at 700 Rio Grande, Austin, TX 768701. Conrad
Minshall, 3702 [laxregona Lane, Austin, TX 78727 is looking for relisble players to
Join his new zame in I, I 1ike his policy of & $5 NMR deposit -~ por MMR! Conrad
also prumises houserules that ave “moYe complete than most, although oertainly not as
long as Linsey®s.” Kow there®s a mnn with the right idesa! Imitate the experts and
you'll flatter *em, but don’t essay to outdo them at their own gane, hay?x?a

Politesse ams not foldsd, though Wrobel certalnly made it sound as though he was
doing so & couple of iszues ago. I owe Ed a retration on one point. I feel that I
was wrong to criticize him for printing Walker's "obviously not Antended for print”
post card. Ed may ba a lot of things, it ha’s not a nind-readexr, If you don't
want somgthing printed, you should iake care to say so, and Rod didn’t. Mind you,

By other ériticiams of £d on that tppic (regaxding the "don't print this" letter and
the Steve Knight letter) still stanl, See my exchange with Ed for more on this,

Apologles are also dus to S.'mon Billennsss, first of all because I°ve boen mis-
spelling his name, and sscondly becausa I made a snide remark last month about how
1°d been trading with hinm for severnl months but -  received no coples of his zine,
In the week after I printed that, I recelived two enoxmous coples of Flame in the
mall, Chalk up one for the trans-Atlantic postal sexvice! XNut Flams has bean coming
out, and what's more it®s r!ght up there with scme of the other great British zines.
Slmon's addveas for the next’few weaks iz ¢/c Barbara Passoff, 580 Madiscn Ave,
irst floor, Altiéy, WY 12208, “Why pbt drop him = 1ine and ses an 1ssud of Flame for
yoursalf? Simon Rlso plans to rup a game of "Rangs ¥War", a variant loocated on the
U.S. Crest Plairs where the wnits are not armies and fleets, but rethor herds of
cattle and gangs of outlaws. It looks crazy. Check it out. .

Gary Coughlsn, writing in the latest Burops jixprsss, refers to me as “BRUX, BRUX,
you ,t_iﬁ’.;,.._Ifulﬂzptﬂxischazgemodshoboanmrod. This sort of
thing hes mo pIk¥e in the hobby press. How would you like to be eallodan"ignomnt
slut”, GEYy? = #ﬂ.uuly assre’ you that the charge 1s false, I am not an ignorant
slut, and Gary no'hus!‘.nasb:gtﬁ?ﬂmt. 'Ihenctofmmtwla et I'n a
duogte .. Se 9 .
ray g 0f Bad #26 oontalns a mftu't with seven of the by's most
“babies; _Saaanthe Uorbird, Joshua Berch, (hrisiopher Browd, Japes s and so
£911"%e Yitarestins to des How a1 these Tittle ‘s play Wifh their Hocks.
 peABtAL & vary funy (and acoptute) artist’s concegtion of the_ pext VD,
) ided & dlever parody of English opsnings, by 8bb Oleen.
h) that'd re e tige for this month, folks. I pronise that toth
the Hobbytalk m&;otter muﬂ,l be. back in full tloom next menth. And, I°4

ead ¥ith ‘you one more itime for articles for my armish. Theze's ‘snough in
already for a falily good issud,; Mmythingmmmmmm&ahﬂm I
need your contributions soon.
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HO RUM FOR QUERN VICTORIA TONIGHT ~- SHE°LL HAVE TO DRUNK msaeagym

Spring 1912 .
AUSTRIA (Lucas)s A RON S FRENCH F Tyx-Nep, A_Tyo-Vem (&s r Tri, Boh. OTB),
A VEN-Apu, &4 Tri-BUD (A VIE 8

ENGEAND (Glaspey)s ¥ Den~KIE, F Bal-BER, F Bot~BAL, A Gal-Bum (ds r Ukz, Bobh, OIB),

A Ukz-SEV (A MOS S), A LVN H, & RUE 5 FRESCH A Boh-Mun, F NTH H,
) F Wea~TIR
FRANCE (Burd): A Boh-M¥, A PIX 5 CERMAN 4 Mun-Tyo, A TUS 8 A m, F ‘rymm’.
PLYO S BNGLISH * Wes-Tyr, ¥ T-Joun

GERMANY (Homrwn)s A Mun-TYO, 4 SI. S ENGLISE A Boh (O1M), A _WAR S mGLxsz«: A Wer (OTH)

TURKEY {Sweeney): mu-». , P Am~" G-ton (F OR& 3), § N& {ann}, F AoK~ELA,
Bud<GAL (A KM 3), A Sev-Ukn dy r Amw, OTR), A Con-BUL

Game Notees The E/T and G/T draw proposals both falled. (Under the YR Houserules,
NVR = no for both of thosa propomals.

Preas,

CON to VIE: There goes Sav!

CON to LONs There goes Bud! You'd take At indeed!
LONDON to WARSAW: Den-Kie sobBinl

HRUX to LONDON; Yuk, y“k' That was kinda ocutas...

AUSTRIA; The sowmd of uptnaing was deafening., The child guesn was in » rege, The
pauses between her tirades were filled with expectant silence. Soon after ihe latest
press release arrived from Constantinepls, all hell troke locse. Most of the ataff
had conveniently disappemred and those whose Jobs requized ‘they atay in attendance
were on pins nnd nesdles., Sho had been carrylng on sad yelling so loud she could Te
heard in the Zlelds outside the castle, bui sche was at tho occasional epithet stage
aiel

For such & young monarch, she had a rich collection of spithets, Her fathar had
been a master ax well, though somewbat pxons to mixing things up. One Tabonis stsiement
of hls was "Wa guat put our showlders to the wheol and push the chip of state up
Reichatrasse.” And on tho day bafore he died, when the Sultan asked whother he wanted
to continue thair alliance, he replied, “Include us cut,” Ii was no wonder that
relations with Turkey were stxalned. Yet the child queen’s rages went beyond the
nmeseage that was delivered. BShs had long felt desp biitezness over tim way the Sultan
was mistreating her father. Now that he was at paace, she could put things right.

“So I'n a fool?" The monaxch stopped her pacing, and locked around st her staff,
Their postures were tiistod and distorted from the stirain she was mﬁ.ng "This
isn't helping 1s 1t?", she eaid tg no one in particular,

"Minister of Statel” she oxdered, "Dispatch lptters 1o ny relailves 16 Sogland,
France, and Gexmaty immeliately, ‘Thank them for theix condolences over the dsath of
ny father, your emperor. Hake the lettexrs Iridge the gwp that has fomog. between us
during the years of my father's madness, 7Yes use these wxds, temporary madness,”

She thought to hersel?, “The Sultan will soon learn that be can't sucossq without
dealing with me. He should have MkedtomumnnaimoontheM“

HOBBY SCANDAL TIMEs Joan Extros 1ikes Kentucky Fried Chickent!! Full .xpoas
on page 43...



 BRIGEL 1983k
SOMEONE®S GONNA BE KIEINAN THE WALLS OVER THIS...

Swmner 1907
FRANCE: F Jon r EAS
RUSSIAs 4 StP r OTB
Fall 1907 '
AUSTRIA (‘ﬁnigh»)a A Bud~-SER (A THI s), A Vie-BUD -
FRANCE (Hare): F Eas~ION (P KAP 8), F Smy-Aeg {dy r Eas, OTB), F Lyo~TYR (F T 8},
P Wes-MID, & Ple-TUS, A Bel~LON (F ENG ©)

GERMANY (Heinteman): F Hlg-NTH (F NWY ), A Den-KIE, F Bal-SWE, A Kie-HOL, A S41~GAL,

P Bot~STP(8c), A StP-MOS (A WAR S), A VEN S A Apu, A APU S A Ven
RUSSIA éﬂ.ﬁ:hmm)z A Y¥oz-LVN, A Ser-ALB, A Rum-UKR, F Bul(ec)~CON, F NAt-NWG
TURKEY (Reilly)s F Con-SMY (A SYR S, F ARG 8), A Gro-BIIL, F Ion-GRE

Supply Center Chart:

AUSTRIA: Home, SER 4, vutld 1
FRANCE; Hom.g. SF,'I For, va. T hlg Nap, ION 10’ build 1
GERMANY; Hom, 1101. Den, Ven, Rdi, ¥dd, Baa, Nuy, Swa. Mos,
13, bulld 2
RUSSJ:A. ﬁ ;w, ﬂ#, Sav, Bum. #;E COK 3, remove 2
Ank, Bul, 4, ramove i

Game Notes; The concesslon to Gemny and ths F/G draw both fa.iled. Rusesls wants 1t
pubiliciged that he voted in favor of the concession to Gexmany and against the F/G
draw,

Curvently pmpoaed are a coricession to Germany, an 7/C drew, and an AfR/7 draw.
Please vote on all of these by next deadline.

Presa; *
GARMARY to BOARI): Sorry, but the mind hae run dry...tenpnmrﬂy, I hope!
REILLY tg BRUXs ,This press waxr ain'i over yet BRUX!

REILLY to RICELs It was late in the evening, and your humble namtor was deaperately
endeavorifig to create an sffeotlive counteratiack in the press wars. It had bsen many
soasons since any of his storles had appeared in the pages of The Voice of Doom...
sinece his last great effort «- "Press Wara" - whi!.ch he had fooliahly allowed Cupcake
Knight to claix-db-hle'om, =~ = .

"Now, uhatdﬁIdo?‘Imhmfﬂybﬂm&thaideme “Do Itellthen the
truth? Tell them how “P:r.asa wm° lﬁ.ke all of tt;a other great RIGEL preas releases,
was in faot mine™ :

Whiskers gazed up at me aympaﬂwtieally as I gtmknd hin g«ontly. He almost seemed
to understand...

"It was & mlstake, ny friend. They will nevey balim me now. Even though Knight
has admitted it was mins, thoyuila.mditittomn

But noy, Whiskers was no listening. Ho had alruptly darted from beneath
ny hand, and was npw moving sdlth a].‘l. possible speed toward the aloset. He cbarged
into it, then a mt htex. pehd out, and I was startled to see the absolute tsrror
in hie gaze.

And then the dnorbell mg Instmtly T knews I{lei_un ths Grnal ‘had arrived.

"Stay quiet, little one, and etay hidden,” I said. "I°l1l take cars of your former
naster,”

Whiskers ducked back into the closet, as I rose and moved toward the docr. The

((RIGEL continues nexrt page))
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RIGEL (continued)

bell rang again, lnsistently. “Just a moment!"” I called, prepering myself for the
act.

I opened the doorx, and sure onough, there stood Duve Klelman,

"Dave! VWhat a surprisel®

"Stow it, Riehi You know why I°m here.”

I was czught off guard by hls rudsnese, but shrugged it off and mv.tted him in,
This apparently calmed him somewhati, as he steppsd in and spoke again more aivilly.
"Rich, we nsed o have 2 talk."

*Ch?" I sald lwnocerily, leading him to the living rcom. "What about?”

“About Whiskers, of course.”

“Ch,.e” 1 sald, glancing awsy, trylng to loock sorrownful.

"Rich, I've wmet your demsnds. I honored my commiiments to you and Stews, I
apolcgised to you publicly...but you still haven'i returned Whlskers.”

I gulped, woving ny hancde nsrvously in ny lap, still refusing to meet hlu gaze.
"I koow,"” I said quietly. "I%n s0XT¥ee."

Re paussed, then, "You'rs sorry? VW...uhat do you neen?”

I looked up at him now, nith as nournful an expression as I could, and eald,
"Whiskers 1t dead,”

He stared at me for several long soments.

"D o doad?”

I nodded. "Yam, It was an accident. He...8 G0g..,chasaed hia into the xoad...
m‘ﬂ."

Dave 4idn't say a word. He Juatl sat etaring at his hands,..the hands he had used
{0 torture tho Innocent creature. Sad, are you? Sad that you'll never get your hands
o him sgaln...

"I1n sorry, Dave. I never mesnt...l meat...”

But then he looked vp, lanced about, then looked stralght at ne, and anlds
"YDBQI'Q mns. "

"What?"

a4 .Me “You're lyi.ng.' I can smoll m--.ouly Whiskers has a amel)l like that.”

*Isaetalt Dave, it was j‘ust the othar Myo-ohﬁnQ¢I¢Ot“

!"Don“t 1ie to me, Rich. I Inmow you toc well. You treacharous scum...whors 1s
he7i"

";Tmaohez-ous soum®, 1s 1¢78 And who is it who inwveded whwas territory this las?
M? " .

*T was juat coovering it for youl!" He siood up, fists clenched, “low you give
ihiskars hack or I°ll.e:"

"Heveri! Never will I retum t.hat OO Crapiure t0..."

But I never finished what wes hownd to be a moving and dramaiic performance, for
at that very moment I felt a terriliec paln on the beck of my head, and I fell into
dﬂl‘kﬂ@ﬁso

amketothelmmdoi’anansﬂncmﬁmtolife, mdlsmhladfoth.mm
Just in time to see Deve and Lorl racing off.
Whiskers, of course, was gons.
(Next times A Visit with Dave Kleiwan.)

BRUX: 1t wms late in the svening of August 3, and your humile gamesmaster, diligent
editor that he is, yas tWying to think of aomething to £i11 the bottom of the page.

He thought and thought, even if only to come up with soms stupld Joke, but he could.n‘t
think of anything. Deep in reveris, he began to stroke his chin, And suddenly,
came to him. Stroking his ohin consclously now, he knew the answex. “Thers youm,
1ittle droogs,” he sighed. “Whialers..."

{ (RIGEL continues next page))
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RIGEL (continued) : I I
Bosnia and Hercegovinay Austria: The Archduke’s Southern Command Post

((via FRANCE)):
The shock staggers me. I slump back in the brittle wooden chair

as my head begins to spin and thick, chewy lumps of phleagm catch in my

throat.

"All... &all of them?" I manage to cough.

The Archduke nods solemnly. "All of them."

"The Turks, too...?7° J _ ;

"And the Germans, and the Italians as well, as far as we can
determine." Cupcake pours me a cup of water from the ceramic pitcher on
the heavy oak table. He then turns to the paneless window and stares off
to what I know are Russian military emplacements. We're silent for a few
moments, the only sound a faint whistle of the wind rippling through

cracks in the tower’s roof above us, and my only partiallu-successful

attmepts to clear the ropey mypcous from my throat. Then:

"What about uour troops? And..." The gruesome thousht races from
my brain to my lips, byt the ’Duke is alreadu ahead of me. |

"Noy neither gour troops nor mine seem to be...that wau. Whu, we
don*t know. From what muy scientific and medical staffs have determined,
thoughy neither of cur militaries appear to contain...them.® His voice
trails off. ' . '

I sigh in relief {a blubbery gurgle, actually), then venture,
"What about the English?*® '

Cupcake turns away from the window. "We don’t know," he sads,
staring at me. My scientists tell me they’d need a sample of British
soldiers to test. Thew Tigured out about the Russians, Turks, and
Italians from corpses we've recovered. Same with ~ Austrians and
Frenchmen. Unfortunately, we’ve not had any contact with the Brits and
s0 have nothing to run tests on." He takes a long draw from his cup as I
finally hazard te stand and walk about the bare room. I feel very alone
here in this stone tower—cum—command post. While the ceiling vaults
high over our heads, the smallness of the room and the paucity of
windows give it a close and constricting feeling. This aloneness is not
alleviated by the knowledge that hundreds of troopsy Russian and
Austrian, surround the countruside about uss poised opposite each octher
across the Austrian—-Serbian border. In facty, my loneliness is mangified
within me by the knowledge that below me, a genius = a mad,
power—addled genius —— languishes in a holding celil.

"Perhaps he," I sayy looking down, "could tell you.”

"No...noy" answers the Archduke. "He is very stubborn. He’'s

refused to tell us anuthing. We’ve only been able to put together what

we have so far from small parts of interrogations and occasional
ramblings in his sleep, or when under heavy sedation. But he’s extremely
craftyy even under truth—-serumssy his 'sermonettes’™, as the doctors have
begun to call them, are complexly coded. Much of what we have been able
to figure cut has been guesswork.”

"What is thisy then, about the doctors running tests on corpses?
You say thew’re now able to determine....” My query is cut—off by a
sharp rap at the door. At the Archduke’s instructions, a soldier enters
and begins: ?

"Sir. message from Station 2. Russian mobilization has beguns" 1
spring to the window, "all along our border. Troop build—up has been
contirmed. Major Hensa anticipates the Russian atack to begin within 24
hours." ' '

The confident ygoung Archduke acts quickly and decisively.
"Inform &ll units to begin Condition Yellow preparations. Channel and

((RIGEL continues next page))
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RIGEL (continued) [ l

clear all incoming communications through Lt. Schuweibel; list priority
one only. Tell Generals (Offenstadt and Hinkelstein to meet me in the
briefing room at ZZ@@ hours.®

The soldier snaps a salute and turns to leave.

"And Sargent," finishes the *Duke, "send up the prisoner, with
two guards. Manacled. Search him carefully first."

Cupcake walks over next to me before the window, and we look out
at the movement of Russian soldiers in the distance. "It is time, my
friend, to see what Mr. Sweeny can do."

My trip to BPBosnia, the ’Duke’s summer palace, through the
French-occupied Italian alps had been relatively uneventful (and
infinitely more comfortable, Bob would later assure mey than his
Prussian escort to the grand Austrian capital, through German
territoryl), though perhaps it only seems that way to me now. I'd had
much to ponder along the way of that fateful pathywhich I had been
certain would change the course of the entire world’s historw. Little
had I realized the magnitude...but be still, garrulous tongue; we must
not rush ahead of ourselves. Let it simply be said that the Archduke’s
invitation had left me with a curious feeling of exhiliration, in spite
of the serious, almost grave, tone of his missive. Finally,* I'd
~ thought,y "this mystery unravels and I find myself closer to the Great

Truth!?

I’d never had cause to meet Archduke Cupcake before the summer
of 1907. I'd found him pleasantly woung in appearance, cherub-cheeked
.and firvrm of frame. Warm and effusive, his sharp wit and bone—druy sense
of humour had been honed, no doubt, by his Ffamiliarity with obscure
literary works and an almost fanatical passion for soccer. Nor had his
elegance of stule and rich sophistication excluded the pleasures of the
Epicureans ohy no. Immediately having sensed my need for nourishment
after a long day’s Jjourney, he had led me into a large banquet hall, in
which tables law resplendent with magnificent varieties of exotic dishes
from the Far Easts the likes of which I1’°d never seen before. There had
been platters laden with bounteous helpings of strange and wonderful
fowl which had been simmered in rare and precious spicesy game prepared
in peculiar wads with sweet and sour and fiery hot sauces, and fish
whose scent and taste the Western World had never expéerienced before and
would likely never sense cutside China or my gracious host’s residence.

Sated bewond contentment with the flavour and aroma of this
wondrous feast, and supplemented with copious quantities of rare liquers
and wines (and a beer), the atmosphere fairly sizzled with an
undercurrent of excitement tinged with not a little anxietys; thus, the
conversation eventually drifted around to the musterious matters of the
present. _

"Please, tell me what you know of owr friend, Mr. Sweeney.”
*Cake had askedy reclining comfortably back into the sumptuous chair.
I’'d sipped the spiced wine and begun to recount the long and curious
story of the Now—-Not-So-Hated Bob, beginning with his assassination of
mg clone during France’s conquest of Englandy and continuing throuwgh the
negotiations with von Heintzman for his transferral to German custodu,
his cloning and subsequent secret transfer to his Archdukeness’
possession, while the clone was forwardeds bomb in place, to the
perfidious Russian Crar through German channels. *Cake had nodded along
with my recantation of the events, occasionally asking questions of
clarification. It hadn’t been until I'd mentioned my beloved Lorigque and

({RIGEL continues next page))
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RIGEL (continued) = l 3
the incredibly strange dwarf, and their disappearance many months ago,
that 'Cake’s ears had perked up and he’d seemed surprised.

“What do you know of this dwarf?" I’d asked. .

"Not muchy actuallyy” the *Duke had replied. "Az a matter of
facty, wour information is the latest we have on the little bugger, My

"agents had tracked him around Europe for the past several years without

too much difficulty. We do know that he was a German agent uwp until
about 2 uvears agoy when suddenly he vanished — my contacts in Germany
lost him. About that time we noticed a new -— how can I put it -—-
feeling...an energys about the German presence. It was most noticeable,
apparentlu, throughout their northern fleets, where my intelligence
network is very thin and least effective."

He had pausedy as though sifting around for a hidden piece of
information,

*Hmmm. .. It was. 5hnrtlg after this that we picked up a flurry of
intranational communications among the Germans. There seemed to be some
kind of confusion among the German leaders. Volumes of transmissions
between Berlin and the German flagship in the north. We were never able
to make any sense of it so we let it drop. You were never aware of any
af this?" :

“No, I wasn’t. Franklu, 1'd been so concerned with our southern
campaign against the Sultan that I hadn’t thought too much about the
north. That was von HeintzZzman’s zone of contrel. It wasn’t until that
repugnant little midget and Lorique disappeared that I even thouaht of
anything but the war in the south.” I’'d glumly swirled the Goblet of
heady ligquid, staring into its burgundy depths. 'Cake had ncdded in
consaglation, then smiled.

Piorique’," he’d mused. "Such an obvious cover nNameg...."

“I’m sorry?" I'd said, looking up.

*Lorique -— Lori K. A rather opbviocus cover...name...." The
'Duke’s smile had faded and his voice trailed off as he’d seen my eves
widen in suddens unpleasant, revelation.

"You mean...»" I’d started.

He had nodded. eyes downcast, in acknouwledgement. *The Czar’s
wife."

' I had staggered up from the chair. "Mon Dieu! I’ve been SCROD!*®
I1'd exclaimed, with greater fluency in the former language.

Immediatelyy thouwahy had 1 faltered backy and cecllapsed in the
seat as & man who’d been belted. The ’'Duke had said nothing for several
long moments as I'd ruminated mu embarrassing betrauyal. Finallyg, sensing
my need to be alones he had said,

"My friend, come. I shall escort you to your chambers. Your loss
is great, I know, and you will need rest to help ameliorate the pain, as
well as prepare you for tomorrow’s council. For tomerrow the outcome of
this wretched war and indeed, future of our world, hangs in balance,
and you and I, my friend, hold the scales.”

He had led me to myd chambers and bid me goodnighti and though 1
felt infinitely tiredy I was unable to sleepy and lay awake until dawn.

The pounding at my door woke me from a deepy deep sleepy and Y
lay struggling through the haze of just-—waking to gain coherency.

"Your...Presidentialness?" came the tentative cally followed by
muffled coughs and whispers. Then another short knock.

"Your Presidentialituy?" called a second voice, followed by
giggling. I paused, trying to make some sense of my surroundings.

((RICEL continues next page))
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RIGEL (continued) ’ 4'

"Heys uwou!® the first voice came again, quickly followed by
laughter and loud shushkings.

As I finalliy forced muself to full consciousness and crawled
from the canopied bedy I could hear the slightly-subdued whisperings of
the Austrian guards.

"We can’t call de President uff France *hey, gyou’, you
Kindskopf. Ve must have re~" I Jjerked open the door with a gruff "What
is it?" The uniformed socldiers stood hang—jawed and stunned, terror
creeping into their Aruan—blue eues.

"Hig. . .uh.. .Archduke...” hoarsely stammered the first.

"Er...hes the Archduke, that isss..al...would like your...um,"
cleverly continued the second.

"Self! Yes, that’s ity youwrSELFy when you’re ready...uh...at the
forward command post...8ir." finished the first one.

*Very well. Five minutes and wou’ll take me there.” I closed the
door, took tuc steps and heard the relieved sounds - of
none—too-successfully stifled laughs. Jesus, Cupcake was righti good
help is hard to find.

1

Cupcake was waiting for me in the small room atop the well-preserved
13th—century castle which served as Austria-Hungary’s command post in
the southern province of PBosnia and Hercegovinasjust north of Serbia.
After a Jlight meal (I was still loudly digesting the previous night’s
feast), the Austrian leader unfurled a lovely German-language map of
Europe and positioned the Continent’s military forces in their current
locations and srengths. We discussed general strategy andy at greater
lengthsy various tactics that might bhe emploued by our fleets and armies.

"You realize," he saidy looking up at me across the mapy *that
much of this could be inconsgquential, depending on the potency of Bob’s
power,” And so it hegani myd initiation inteo a realm of reality so unreal
that even now I somethimes doubt that it actually could have happened.

"I'm afraidy" I answered,” that I don’'t understand at all this
*power’® that Bob suprosedly possesses. I’ve only heard from Nelson that
Bob had been sought by the Russians,y who were to strike some sort of
deal with an underground Turkish terrorist organization. This was when
your people and the Turks were allied against Russia, of course. Though
I demanded countless times," whined for, actuallyy I thought to myuself,
"an explanation of what was going ony he refused to tell me. Later on he
did tell me that a switch had been engineerediy that the Czar would be
sent a bomb-loaded Bob clone while the real Pol would be delivered to
you. All this came about right after we’d signed the agreement with you
and decided that the traitorous Czar must be taken out. Soon after,
mobilization against Russia began and all of Germany’s attention has
been focused in that theatre.® _ .

‘"You are correct. We have had fairly consistent communication
with the Germans, but they seem to have lost interest in our friend Mr.
Sweeney. It is just as well,y, in light of the present course of events.
With the Germans as strong as they are now, and with the growing evil
which has apparently seeped into the German High Command, their
participation in the Sweeney Operation could spell disaster for ussg
prabably continued death and destruction and possibliy German rule over
the entire world. I doubt we could stop them."

‘I whistled in awe. "Bob’s power is THAT great?”

‘We believe so0. If what we now know is any indication, his
potential strength could be greater than angything we can imagine.*

((RIGEL continues next page))
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RIGEL (continued) | o If;

"What do wou know?® I asked, my voice a whisper.

"Aw 1 said last nighkt,® he began, leaning back in his chair., *uwe
have only gained glimpzes into what he can dosy glimpses gleaned from
intensive interrogations, truth-serums, beatinas, a Great Dane..."

*A Great Dane?" _

“A - brutal,- -  “ugly affair. Anyway, throwgh these measures we
were able to put together bits and pieces -— a line here, a word there.
Never anything substantial at one time. At any rate...or maybe I should
ask wou first: do you recally when he was under French protection,
certain babblings of his? Apparent gibberish. Stuff like, *Seclo

_ Victories for $30° and *What is Tiara’s real identitu’?"
S ‘ I considered a moment. "Only vaguely,” I began slowly. "Of
’ COoUrse, after his assasgination of my clone, I never saw him
: face-to-face again. We decided it would be better if he thought he’d
¢ . actually killed me -— keep| him pacified, easier to control. But I do
T remember French guards assignes to watch him sawing that he was really
whackos mumbling weird stuffe..."

gﬂ _ "Yeah, well we believe that’s the key to unlocking his pouwer.
i Certain phrases and questions acting as code words which unleash this
o pouwer. "

%5;; ' "But what is this power?" 1 could feel the excitement building

within me, but mixed with & hint of uncertainty and fear. 'Cake paused
several moments before speaking. When he didy his voice edged with tight
control. :

*You are obviously aware of the existence of clonesy, or

) automatons as thew are often called. And possibly gyou’ve also heard that

5 it was the British that created -— create them?" I nodded impatiently.

5 Of course. :

Hise voice suddenly dropped. *Tell me: do you have any idea how
may of these automatons exist in the world?”

I shook my head slowly. *No...I suppose only a few. Maube half a
dozen. 1 had one. One of Bob was went to Russia....”

o "No'!'* *Cake curtly cuts me off. "No. We believe that there are
more. Many more. In numbers ranging in the hundreds of thousands! And we
believe..." he stops, breathes deeply and continues, "...and we believe
that they have infiltrated the military forces of the world. Ty, we
think that all of those Russian spldiers wou see out that windows and
all the PRussian soldiers in the Russiuan army, are English~-built
clones!'"” ' ' o ' : I : : ‘

. It is with understandable apprehensions then, that I stand here
P while the Austrian guards bring the prisoner: Prime Minister of England
' Robert Sweeney, a.k.a. The Hated PRob. The Dreaded Bob now seems more
appropriate,. That the man who controls half of Europe’s military forces
through some incomprehensible energy should come before us so that we
might bend that power to our own benefit seems nothing less
than...than...well, nothing less than a violation of the houserules.

*1 imagine that the others will surrender fairly aquicklu, once
they learn the control we have over them," I say to "Cake as I walk
over to where he is poring over the stretegic map of Europe which is
covered with the wocden blocks of Europe’s military might,

“You knows® replies 'Cake somewhat distractedlyy "we may still
have a problem. There are still outside pouwers with which we mawy have to
reckon. "

*But vou said that Brmb had been appeased; that there’d be no

((RIGEL continues next page))




RIGEL (continued) _ / 6 '7

praoblem of interference.” I sit down across the table from the
thoughtful *Duke. '

He glances up, then returns his attention to the map. “"Nos - no.
Not from Bru Bruy, is quixotic and without regard for the accepted
Order of the Orders of the Universe. But there are greater pouwers,
greater even than Brux, " '

My Jaw drops in astonishment. "You mean..."
*Cake nods. "The Dipimaster. He is wise and fairy and his
dictums are accepted with reverence by most of the other

Powers—That~Be."

. My eyes drop to the floor. "What do you think our chances are?"”
I become less and less certain of muself and our actions. "Cake’s reply
is aborted by the guards’® rapping at the door. The door opens and a
manacled English Prime Minister is led into the chamber. The Archduke’s
steady face remains passive, but my body convulses in stunned revulsion
and I let out a hoarse, breathy gaspi for The Dreaded Bob is clad in a

thicky, bright, almost shocking orange velour jumpsuit! In summer, no
less!? My Gody has this madman no sense of decencyy of couthy of
propriety?! I am outraaed to the point of doing physical violences but
Cupcake speaks before I can act,

"He’s clean?" Addressing the guards.

"Yes, B8ir. We found an UZI in one of his false teeth and a
Mirage fighter in the heel of his shoe, but that was it.”"

"Bob," says *Cake pejorativelwys "getting a little sloppy, aren’t
we?" PBob smiles but saws nothing., The Archduke gestures for Bob to take
a seat at the map—covered table and dismisses the guards.

"Helloy Boby" I saw pointedly to the prisoner. He takes notice
of me for the first time as he seats himselfy, and his eyes grow wide in
recognition. ‘ : ‘

"You! You...live! But I killed uvouy gears ago! I shot uyou
between your bleedin® eyes! And yet you live! God DAMN it! Is this some
kind of trick?"

"Whyy noy Bob," I smirk, relishing his fear and loathing. "No
trick. It’s simply that you happrpened to blow away & clonej one of gyour
own creations, by the way."

"Damns " he mutters.

"Welly" saws Cupcake, Jjoining us at the conference tables "you
two will have plenty of time later to get reacquainted. In the meantime,
we’'ve got business to attend to."' Cupcake’s voice is pleasanty only the
slightest twitch of his boyish right cheek betrays his concern for the
events of the next couple of hours.

"Of courses" Pob nods agreeably. "Feel free to ask me anything
you wish. I thinks though, that you will get no further information from
me . I will tell youw nothing more.”

"Well, we’ll see. Actually, we want to ask vou about something
we're already a little familiar with."

At this point I must interject an impartant comment. lLast
night we’d discussed specifically how and where to use this weapon we
believed we’d so00On pPOSSEsES. While I was in favour of directing our
efforts directly against the Sultan and his apparently disorganized
regime (as I believed that is where the greatest immediate gains could
be made), the ’'Duke’s sound reasoning won out in favour of a Russian
target. He pointed out that this could only be a trial efforty as we had
no idea of the scope or depth of the weapon’s capabilities, assuming we
could tap them. Thusy with Russian forces spread wide acroses their
homeland, rather than working in tight tactical union,

((RIGEL continues next page))
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RIGEL (continued) k l77
it would probably be easier to direct those forces, instead

of the concentrated Turks. But there was another reason. With the German
Juggernaut rolling unobstructed across Russian territory, it was
imperative to somehow slow it douwn. For in spite of the close alliance
between the French, Austrians and Germans, based on the common goals of
world peacey harmony, freedom, and all that other garbage, there had
crept into the relations the slightest hint of mistrust, of fear that
perhaps some inexplicable evil had wormed its waw into the German
leadershipy eating away at the moral fabric which had previously
encouraged a shared love for all things good and right. And so it was
agreed that White Russia would be the target of the most powerful weapon
in the world.

Cupcake continues:

"We believe we’'ve narrowed down the categories, Bob. We believe
they are 'Stabs’, ’Neutral Centers’, and *Famous Quotations'.® Bob sits
easily in his chair, the smile playing casually on his flush lips. He

- nods ever so slightly.

Cupcake’s demeanor has been friendly, relaxed up to this point.
Suddenlyy he swoops menacingly over the map, faced eye-to-eye with the
startled prisoner. _ _ '

"?Stabs’ for $10, Bob." He fairly spits ocut the words. "Succeded
in allyging with all of Europe temporarily before stabbing 3 major powers
in one seasonl"

The Prime Minister’'s eyes grow wide, and his lower lip suddenly
begins to twitch violently, grotesquely. Sweat bursts from large pores
across his brow and neck, spraging Cupcake’s face and tunic. His voice,
& mortified whisper, cracks repeatedly as he slurs forth the answer:
"What is *France’? *Stabs’ for $28,y please.®

I stand transfixed by the exchangey aware of an energy entering
the chamber, an electricity charging the air about us, I gqulp loudly as
Cupcake looks up at me. .

"That wasn’t it, but I think we’re close -- watch the map.”

My eyes shift to a point between the combatantsy to the map with
the representative slivers of woocdy, their gay paint a violent contrast
to the dark exchange taking place.

"*Stabs’ for $20: *The most successful and expected stab of the
war’," intones Cupcake. ;

My ewes can’t help but lift from the map at the sound of
gurgling. The Austrian leader stands sternly immobile bhefore the
drocling Prime Minister. Bob’s blood-swpllen eues bug savagely from
their sockets and his mouth is brutally contorted in a grimace inhuman.
The electricity (or whatever it is) charging the room has intensified
dramatically, and Bob’s hair has begun to rise on his head. His voices, a
demonic croaky is barely comprehensible. o e

‘"What iz 'Germany’s stab of Russia in 198&6° 7"

There is a sharp "Crack!’ and white and blue sparks spatter from
Pob’s supercharged hair. And. ..

"My...My GOD'!'" I whisper. I’ve caught a small blast of smoke
out of the corner of my eye, floating slowly from the map like a cottony
ared mushroomm. It emanates from & point Just south of the Czarist city
of St. Petersbhurg. But I should say the former Czarist city, for the
Russian army has vanished and the province is now dominated by black.
German black. ‘ :

"ItTs. . 00N, Disappeared. It had —-—— " 1 breathe deeply,

struggling to maintain control. "It had easy flight into Finland,
but...it’s gone.” My eyes shift from the map to the outrageously garbed

((RIGEL continues next page))
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RIGEL (continued) ’8

Prime Minister, who has slumped raggedly in his seats to the Austrian
premier. He nods, face imperious. .

"The army is deady* he sighs. "Dead or scattered; we can*t be
sure which. All we do know is that it is no longer a fighting force.”

1 stumble blindly to the window and qulp deeply the
grass—scented air. In the disance 1 hear the rumbling and screeching of
Russian machinery, dull background to the calm, professional voices of
the Austrian soldiers below me. I stand for several moments and my head
begins to clear. Behind me I hear Cupcakte talking softly to the wilted
Bob, encouraging him back to semi-coherency. After a few more moments of
thise o©of Cupcake feedina him water, wiping his sweat-soaked brow and
administering & few well-prescribed punches to his left kidney, Bob is
again consciocus and apparently understanding of Cupcake’s words.

"*Correct, Pob, for %$20. Select again.”

"Uh...let’s try *Famous Quotations® for $10, please,s" comes the
reply. The voice is flat.

Cupcake pauses, looks over to me at the window. I glance at the
map, but the gesture 1is unnecessary. I alreadw know our course of
action. Turning back to the panorama outside the command post, I murmur,

"Russian army Rumania to Ukraine."

The unseen force is still whipping through the room like an
electron cyclone, but my senses are elsewhere. The power, the godly
power that this creature possessest! and now it is ours, to manipulate as
we see fit. Christ, ] hope we’re responsible human beings (and of course
we are, one way or the other), taking the least .,ust but (please
hopefully!) most expedient path to end this wanton killing of innocent
lives} to end this useless war.

Only vaguely do I hear the Archduke’s voice intone, "’Admiral von
Heintzman’s philosophy on war?," and the Prime Minister’s almost
automatic reply, "What is *Whoever stabs for the most dots wins??" There
is another *Crack!’ and a flash of light which reflects off the stone
walls of the room. 1 ctatch a fleeting waft of ozone as Cupcake states
quite matter~of-factlyy "Russian army Rumania to Ukraine completed.®

5

How long this entire operation lasted I can’t be sure. It was
well after nightfall that the English leader was taken from the room,
down to his cell where a doctor would administer to him. In the end, 1
supposes the only thing that maters is the execution of those six
commands, those six commands which would hopefully facilitate the end of
the war:

Russian army S5t. Petersburg annihkilated

Russian army Rumania to Ukraine

Russian army Serbia to Albania

Russian army Moscow to Livonia

Russian fleet Pulgaria to Constantinople

Russian fleet North Atlantic to Norwegian Sea

What I need now, though, is sleep. Deep, long sleep.

FRANCE to AUSTRIA: Stand by for backlash,
~_BRUX to FRANCEs; .-I think I'm going to hide in the refrigerator for this...

IMPORTANT NOTE: On page 46, already dittoed, I gave August 24 as the deadline for
the Doomie of the Year Contest. This 1s wrong. The correct deadline is Sept. 21.
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ine 84 / DipGon XVII Report
Crigine 84 / DipCon XVII Report 4y Ben Sohilling

Being totally out of my mind (you knew that, righi?), I actually decided to go to
the Dallas Origins, including DipSon. I was not thrilled wlth the way that the overall
convention was run. The DFW Gamesters show the goneral fesolst mentallity of the outslde
world that is, thank{iily, talxly rare in the gaming hodhy. On Thursday afteanoon.
they had several hundred people standing cut in the midday heat (well over S0 F)
whille they admitted five at a time {0 the alr conditloned hall. Not good at all.

D13 you ses their maps? They implied that the exhlbit hall was close to the hotels.
It was, provided that you thirk slx or seven miles ls ulose.

The Diplomacy events siarted on Friday aftermcon with the Gunboat towmament. A
spparnte report on that will appear elsewhexs ((following this article)). Later that
evening there was a "193%" tournament, "1939" 1s a variant Yased on the post World
War I map with ithe deletion of Austrla and Turkey ae powsrs. Because of the power
vacuum in the Kast, Itely seemed to do well in all the games, Dwe tn the flve-player
set-up, most of the games troke into a thres-cn-two game. It was fun once, but I
don®t think I°d do 1t agaln. Mlke Conner did a good Job of runnlang the tournament and
we all learned that it°s really Sovea~Btop~ol...

After this toumement seversl of the people In atiendance attempted to get to a
nearvy Pimga Hut. The attempt falled rather miseradly. We split into several car loads
and I ended up in Bob Olsen's car with Nancy Irwin and James Woodson as the other
passengers, We followed the direciiona given us, but ended up in a very seedy section
of towm. We then  spent qulte a blt of time driving through several sactions of
Dallas, inaluding a falrly high-oclass neighborhood. We did find one Pisza Hut, but
nobody wlse had found that one, s0 wWe drove on. ¥We eventually ended up at a Denny’s
et about mldnight, It was an interesting ride with meveral of the abeent hodby members
eing discuesed.c..

The rext day saw the first round of the major event of the con, the Diplemacy
tournament. For some reason, it was divided Intoc two sesslions, That was an idea
which should be droppsd as it really caused problems with the second session and the
DlpCon Soclety meeting. Pete Gaughen was supposed W run it, but ran into car troulle
on his way, sc Wike Conner s=i up the firat sossion's boards. Most of the boards
ended up wlth a mix of postal players and locals. I found myself on a btoard with foux
locals; David Raker, md Nanoy Irwin. Unfortunately; it fturned out that thres of the
four locals were from the same gaming group. Those three drew England, Italy and Turkey,
the other local dresw Austria, David ‘drew Russia, Nanoy got Frence, and I endsd up with
Germany., By ithe end of 1902 it wxs apparent that the game had troken into a fouwr-on-
three gunboat session. The four lpcals would disappear, only to retwxn at the end of
the negotiations with thelr orders written. The three of us did manage 1o hang on
egainst the four of them, finally attempting to Wpeak up the alllance by proposing an
AfT draw. Swrprice, Italy agreed to - this draw, because he ocouldn't return the next

dﬂ:f. : :

The DipCon Soclety meeting tock place that night., In the ahsence of all the
committee members, Mike Commer ran the meeting., Jhere were three amendmentis which had
been propossd in advance and orne from the floor. The first and fourth amendments,
clarifying the voting rights of attendees and dropplng the requirement that DipCon Dbe
beld with a major gaming convention, were passed whlle the cther two, dealing with
proxy voting and a rather blatant attempt to ;- Zerrymander the reglons were
both rother sowmndly defeated. Both of these were generally thought to be en attempt
to steal DipCon for the East Coast (ligue., The next order of business was the sita

selection for 1985. Them were bids, one from Los Angeles presented by Dave Manuel,
one from San Diego presentsd by Conxmd Minshall, and one from Seattle
presented by Pete Gaughan. The Seattle bid won. This was followed by the election
of officers for the next year. The five psople nominated woere Terxry Tallman, Petls
Gaughan, Rod Walker, Ben Schilling, and Larry Peery. The order shown is the order of




finish., Of courase, only Pate And I were there and thus ellgihis for electioneo.
That was the lasit oxder of business.

The second rowmd of the towrnamcat was held on Sunday morning. Unfertumately, due
to the problems of %oc maay wipsed out local players, whe dldn't bothér to returm,
there were only enough players for five boards, down from thritesen the day before.
Hopufully, this will not be a protlem at next year®s DlpCon. After all, Seattle ls
roughly twice ns far from Chleago, Detroit and New York as Dallas is and roughly the
same distancs from Los Angales, 1t is closer to San Freneisco. In any case, the
towrnament was won by Jeff Key, of the "Key Openiug".

Guntoat Diplomacy Touxnament, DipCon XVII

The Gunboat Diplomscy Tournament at DipCon XVII was not as well attended as ihat
at DipCon XVI, To some extent that was due to twe factors: <the time of the event; on
Friday afternoon rather than Friday night, and the event description In the convention
flyer. Who wivnle that totally lnaccurate promo anyway?

There wers twamty-ons players this year as opposed to Fforty-pine last year. Unllke
last yesr everyon:. reiturned for the sacond round. The toumament went falrly smoothly,
howsver, thers ware a few minor problems. Unllke last year, we d1d not have a room to
ourseives. This meant that we had a Riask towrnament in the back of the xoom. Dus
to the poor description, sevexal of the players werse unsure of the variant rules,
requiring longer explanatlons than would have teen the case otherwlse, Finally there
were the usual players who did not know the miles o the standard Diplomecy game.

e final standings are Lelows

Flayer Fires Second Total
Seott Rubin Tedz t=12 24
Maxk Luedl [ G~11 19
Jack Ezawner Qb R.12 i7
J.R. {Bob) Raker -G s 15
Dovg Ingrsm T~5 Pd 13
Dave Kleiman k=12 T=0 iz
Matt Fleming A=0 A=11 i1
Nancy Irwin T-10 A-1 11
Jared Levy ReiZ E~9 11
Chrlias Whits E=7 Twdi i1
Peter Mintlina A-8 I.2 10
Dawvid Beker P’ I-4 9
Boug Mcelnmoy (7 E=2 9
Pete Gauvghan A= F-? 7
Richard Dawson Bl E=2 6
Mark Harris =2 G-I 6
Devid Wrobel G-1 Il 5
Oscar Xirzner I.1 G-3 4
Tarrsl MeDgvid R 3 A~D L
Guy Hail i=0 T2 2
Lanny Myers I-0 R-0 ¢

{ (Thanke much for providing us with the above reports from DipCon XVII, Ben, and
six fres issuss for doing 1t in VD. Somebody ought to ask thoss four locals in your
zame whether they csme to play Diplomacy ox tc play Gunboat. I depise that sort of
tactic,

I will alwsys vigorously oppose efforts by a select group of hobbylsts to cormexr
the market on DipCons. Only the East Coast Cligue seems to bave that soxrt of eglfish
mentality, though,))
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The Gosslp Column

From James ¥Wall:s

BRUK,

Stephen Wilcox, in hls excellent subtwine The Little Dipper, told ma to vote In
the "Ed Wrobel’s Favorits Zine® Foll. Since thia 13 ef auch obvious lmportance to the
hobby, I've decided to takes the time to vote. Will take the four offexrs and
explain my vote. )

Exehwon. Last place. Claimed to exemplify 60s press. I true, who truly cares?
I 806 no problem with cutting press if sizs prohlems exist but to deny a player a
proper share of his press spacs {I'm talking one 2-1ins space) because he didn’t
meditate 30 minutes smacks of disoriminstion to me. No playsr could txuly enjoy this
pollcy =~ even Ed Wrobal. *

ieri. I do not get this one so obwviously 1t can't bo Ed Wrobel‘'s favorlte
zZine, Aren't I arrogant? # -

VYoice of Doom. limmmmm., I bat you'wme #2, not #l. Why? Cell it intultlon. Plus
read ny Haging Main endorsement,

Maln. James showed up at MadCon. BRUX spent umpteen dollars putiting
out S0-page sines rather than txavel. I relate more io this priority, so obwviously
this 1s Ed Wrobel's favorite sins!

You can thank Wilcox for inspiring all this drivel.

((Thank hin? If he were & mubbar here he'd be the first Doomie to have lssuss
subtracted from his aub! Beeldss, thia sntry arrived too late to count in the belloting,
Tuckily, sincs you told James Woodson you were voting foz VD.))

From Ben Schilling (7/3/84)s

Deaxr BRIK,

S¢, how's the hobby's intreapid cricket huntar these days? You ahould have made
Crigina. I really fslt that the postal hobby, especlally the Eapst Coast Cligue,
declided to take thelr marbles home and mtay away when the (11lsgal {no major con as
required)) MaryCon did was voted down last year. The rather MWatant attempt to ateal
DipCor through charter amendmentas further convinces me of that. If this continues
somebody is goling to male me angry, aud I guarantee them that they will not appweciatie
that. Let's be reasonable, Diplon belongs to everybody, not Jjust ane spgmant of the
hebby. Thae local players were there, but the postal rlayers wersnt't,

I hope that you can use the enclosed pletures, identiflad on the backs, for your
issue #100. ((He means for the Dippy Photo Aldum.)) The only guestion I have about
that 1s: How are you going to top NMR! 507 If ypu don't "see" that zlne, #50 was &
thirty-ninute cassette tape... : o

Other information of notes Caruso (the cat) is dead, That means there’lll be
anothexr Hobby Mascot vote before %o long in 18D, I figured that, as the instigator
of that whole mess, you'd liks to have that tidbit, I think that Doodah the wonder slug
would probably be a good choles. - '

I'm enclosing my impresalone of DipCon and a yeport on this year's Gunboat
tournament. See you in Seattle next ysar?

({rosaible, but doubtful. Thanks for ths Con report and the photos. I didn't
have pictures of most ¢f the people whose photos you went.

I agree that some members of the Bast Coast Cligue are behaving very selfishly in
their attempts to stesl DipCon. I will opposs those efforts, deaplte my geographic
location. As a matter of record, I voted for Dallas last year, not MaryCon, and I'a
proud of 1t. I don't think, however; that you can fault people for not travelling to
Dallas -~ that's a long haul for some of us. : :

Troutle, my ex-dog, will always be the hobby's Real Mascot.))
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From Ed Wrobel {7/12/84%:

Deaxr "frick face,”

What willi I d¢ wilth 21l my iima when I no longer have to respond to the lles,
distortions and inescuracies you print stout me in Volce of Doew?

The Knight letter stated that cnly 2 single peragitaph was not-for-print, I did
not print that paragraph.

The Walkexr post~card included abmolulely no indlcation that it might te noi-for-
print, Afier publicailen Walker wrote me a real peach ¢f a not-for-piriniter, full of
name~celling anc vague threats, stating that the post card had "obviousiy” been
not-for-print. _

The Full text of the "Don®t print this" comment was “Doa't print this! Or If12
get into a feud with bBruce!* Since I did not revesl the writex's name you can't feud
with him/har and be/she didn’t care about 1t. Only you scem to care bscause the comments
were critical of you. On ihe sther hand, you pulled an wnwilling Dave Klelmen into
the mess when you listed him among youx suppeihters.

Curdosly enowgh, only you and Perch missed the Joke about the Polilesss "fold"
(or is that se curicus after all?) and ouly you requested a refund. Even
curioussr is the fact that you zevayr sont any money, ouly coples of letiers you had
received. Hence, my little nose~iwssker about ithe deubles and triples. How surprlsed
I was to find » dellar fall oud of YD So, I suppose we can ¢o one of seversl thiags
at this ;S,)oi.n'aa {1911 snmexate then e that you can keep &1l this siraizght in your
records.

(1) T send you ths dollar mack and you vetract all ibe nasty things you've written
about me,

(2) You send ns snother dollar aud T reivact all the truth I've written siwut you
22 a hobby servics. (fnd shus forfeit any clalus to fubture DipCon fimds,)

{3) We trade aonih-to-month like ressonable peopia.

{4) Call the whole thing off.

3} Bach boyoot: Xanelon becaume the othor will be there.

6§ Continue 4o bicker as we hnve done in ihe pest about nearly everything.

7) ¥ake no agreement whalscever but continue to exchenge coples as a matier of
courtest and mutual mapect.

Whatever we decide, let's not iell anybody that you agreed to suppori me for next
vear's DMMA in exchange for my silence. (I loved the way you slipped my name into
that 1ist with Berch, Coughlan, et. al,! A nice subtle start to getting psople
accustomed to the 1deal)

In paxalogism, your simulsorum,
with affaction,
Ed

({Yes, yes, the Kright letter stated that only a single paragraph was not for
print. The following paragraph then sald something to the effect of "Don't print the
above paragraph asa I don’t want it made public right now that I agree with you on
this matter.” That wamn't the exact wording ~- 1 don't have it handy -~ Put that's
the basic idea. And you printed the follow-up parsgraph, thereby revealing the content
of the not~for-print material. Very claver, Ed. Espaciaily for someone who clalmse
he doesn®t like to have technicalities used against him. 4As for the "Don°t print this"
letter, it didn°t say "You may print this if you do so anonymously.” It sald "Don't
print this.” Under those clycumsiances you were wrorg to print 1%, period.

I didn*t pull Dave Kleiman intoc any wess. I sinply siated that he would have
ruled as I éid on your double orders, a etancs he has since changed. My statement
was accurate at the time, based an the informetion I had. You act as though I was
trylng to draft him (and others) as aa ally in the dlspute; when in fact 211 I was
doing was questloning why you were never abtle to answer the fact that a number of ot}mr
highly-respected GMs conzurred with my ruling. Incidentally, how do you recoucile taat
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fact with your stance that my ruling was necessarily Ancorrect? You have never
even attempted to answer this queeticn. Why is Bruce Linsey necessarily such a poor
@ for ruling as he did when many other respected (Ms would rule the zame way? I'nm
still waiting for your reply.

CK, 80 now I iemym that you weren*ti serious about all those muliiple issuss. Fine,
So I still have 8 issues coming {you've sent me ons szince I last wrote to you), and
you still have sub ewedlt te YD i#103 ~- #105 if you choose to return the dollar. As
for who maye what stout whom, we can dlscuss this important matter at KaeneXomn.
Perhaps I should continue to pubiicise your policy on subseriptions and on the
printing of not~foxr-print materlal as a “hobby service”, eh? Md you of course can
continus to dlsplay the sort of politesse you've damonstrated in xsceni monthas in
your zinz. So your number 6 looks like the best wourse of action.

By ihe way, since whan do “ressdnable people” necessarily trade thelr zines on
a month-to-monih besia?))

From Melinda Holley (7/6/84)s

Daar BRUX,

I dgon't perticularly like ths idea of a Housarule Inspector: The Houserules ave
there for any player to read. Meust GMs (if not all) give a new player a copy of the
Houzerules when the game openings are confirmead. If g player doesn't like a particular
set of HRs, then don't play. If enough people don‘t play (and lot it be known xhy),
the GM will eventually be forcad to change them.

Chuff*s artlcle on the Olympics missed a certain point. The *officlal sponsora"
rey for that tlile. If they didn't, the iaxpayers would be plcking up the tad. Lock
at the ashape the World's Falr is in. One reason the Olynplc Committes is down so hard
on fravd is the amount of money the aponsom have pald for the privilege of using the
tradenari.,

So what ie Russie®s boycoiting? Big dsal. The only reascn they're making such a
stink about it is 10 dxaw attention amway from something else. Sakharov perhaps. Ams
ocontrol maybe. Chernenko's health, posalbly. Whe knows? ILet 'em stay sway. I1t'l1
hurt them more than us. I belleve this toycott ls Just a dry run for 1988...when the
games will be hald in Seoul, South Korea...a country the USSR does not recognize.

((Oh, goody. That must mean that they don't plan to nuke us for at least the next
foux ysears, anyway. Look at the bright side..., Yeah, I agree that their motives are
less benevolent than they®d like tho World to believe too, and I think they'll suffer
more for it in the long run than will ws.

Ahy, btut you missed the poini of the Hobby Houserule Inepector. The purpose is
not to tell pecpls where to play, pr some such, but rather simply to detemmineg which
ganas are helng run In a "regular" fashion.. Although, as I mentioned somewhexe
last issue, the whols thing was meant facetiously snyway.))

From Jexry Lucas (7/5/84)s

Dear Bruca, P , '

Enjoyed #96 very much. I especially enjoyed Ig Lew’s letter and your MaryCon
report =~ 1tz a rare talent you have, Bruce, to tell on yourself in such a humorous
manner (chirp). 1 read to your point on pe. 33 hy July 4 ~— do I get a prize -- 1s
it a cricket?

Trivial Pursult questlon of the :E'utu:e. 5&Ls "Where were the final Olymples
held and in what year?t™ ,

{(Doomie Lucas 1s the veciplent of a twand-new smoke detector. Oh, never mind =
that ain’t cricket!))




From Rod Walker {7/14/84)a

Dear Brucos

V1) has been greatly improved by your quick reviews of zines receiveda I hope
you always keep that feature. I am eorxry you chose only the nsgative ltems which
appeared in the lziest Erehwon, since I also pralssd Caruso®s DIF project and had other
things which seem to me to be more worthy of motlce. By the way, I did not so
much criticize Kathy Byrne for viclouaness and s0 on...I c¢hastized her for belng able
to dish 1t out royally in KK, but being unalle to take it in Brehwon (she cancelled
her subscription because she just couldn't tske having critlcism or fun poked at
her and people she feels are her friends.

Res the Beardman Numbers. The "irregular™ label i1s in no way "an officlal
statenent that the game was an out-and-out variant, or that the GM acted grossly
ipproperly in running the game", VWhere dld you get such an outlandish ideat This
eX=BNC L& right now telling you that you are dead wrong, the current RIC weild teil
you the same thing, end every ex-ENC s8till active in the hobby would agree. HMHany
ganes ame coinslidered "irregular" even though they are perfectly proper games well-rin
by thelr GMe. So=celled "local" games, for instance; and so~-called "telephone® games,
wWitdch are sopotimes cosval with the flrst category. A game in which the same player
plays two different positions at twe different times is now {but not in the early
years of the hobby) consldered "irregular®. I see nothing particularly wrong with
that being done (using the player twice)...homvgg, even 1f you dor’t like it (and I
Imow you don‘t), you will have to admit that such a game 1s neither a varlant nor
conducted with gross impropriety. "Irregular" applies o games whlch have peculiar
clrcumstances wihlch are neither variant situations nor gross improprietiss...three

ayers in the same area code, two relatives In the same game, things like that.

The laiter could be & gross improprlety, depending on clrcumstances, but 1t is nct
necessarily so, and the BNC dces not make any determination in that reapect.) If a
game is an "outeand-~out varlant®, it gets a HMililasr Number, not a BN, so the BNC never
gets lnvolved there, anyway. T would say that if a game starts out regular and beccmes
2 variant {(this has never happened), the BN would be withdrvawn and a ¥ assigned by

Lee Kendter (this would be by mutual BNC-MNC agreement, and you do trust Lee‘s
Judzement, don't you?). The “irregular" label is just a fiyer fo alert Ratingsmesters
that some condition exlets which 1s coneldered by some past or presfent rating system
as dlsqualifylng from heing rated. That’s all. This 1s no cauge for hysterla. Really.

Insofar as your comments on Kathy personally are concerneds I have sesen no
evidencte that she could or would use the BNC position "as a weapon to be used agalinst
people (she) didn’t like personally”. Vere she ever to do something like that, I
would sazy that the hobby as a whole would hava ¢ deal with whatever the problem weas
at the time. FHowever, generally ppeaking, Kathy's polley with respect to any
questicnatbie or problem case has heen to sSeek advice ghout it from one ox more ex-
BiCs (and possibly alsc some other very knowledgesble person), If a questlon of
lrregularity arose in cne of your games, Kathy would certainly have checked with
Don, Lee, Doug, and/or myself on the matier before making a declsion. What are you
golng to say if Kathy declares one of your gzmes irregular and Don agrees with her?
Frankly, Bruce, you’ve set up a.stoaw man here. Your case only stands if the definition
of "irregulax” is as you've statad it, and that definition is wholly wrong.

({(Excuse me for interrupting here, but this has to be answsred. You are missing
a number of major points, Rod. You say that there are conditions for "irregularity”
cther than the two 1 listed. Fine -~ I concede that polnt. DBut you know good and
well that the threat Kathy made regarding my games had nothing to do with that scrt
of thing, which pretty much renders your whole second paragraph irrelevant. An
irregular ruling in a VD game would be an official statement that the game was run
improperly, since I’m rot rmmning any varianis, local gemes, phone games, or whatever.,
And let's not be 30 all-so-fired gentle with Kethy for a shange, all right? The fact
that she's the BNC does not mean that she is “above the law” ln this hobtby. In my
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fimly held opinion, nc ENC has the right to call up one of the hobby's GMs in a
viclent rage, and threaten to declare all of that GN°s games irregular for reasons
having nothing to do with the games, There. I said it and I'm glad. For once,
Kathy is just going to have to take responsibility for her own actlons, and either
vack down or face the musice If indeed the threat was made lu the heat of anger
(which of courss 1t was), then she should by now have withdrewn it -~ but she hasn’t.

I 1ike your statement that Kathy would "certainly"” check with another party before
ruling on the regularity of one of my games. I wish I had some assurance that 1t
were true. Probally she would. But I now want that assurance -- I am entitled to
it after the threat she made, To this end; I have twice wrltten to Kathy and very
politely asked her to promise me that she would delegate any such declsion if it ever
came up. If I were the ENC, I would automatically disqualify myself from ruling on
games rm by certain people with whom I don't get along. However -- Kathy has (as of
this typing) not even given me that assurance. And that to me is5 a very telling
point. Under the prevailing hobby tradition, I am at the mercy of Kathy Byrne in this
rogard whether I want t¢ - be or not -~ and I most emphatlcally do not.

An interesting parallel can bs drawn here wlth the fact that as a @1, I have to
let Kathy have the final asay if she wants lt; and the fact that players in my games
have to let me have the final say if I want it. But, and this is u very major point,
ay players have chosen to play wmndexr me, undexr those condltions. I do not and did not
choose to GM "under" Kathy wnder those conditions -~ I had no choice because of the
monolithic power struciure in this srea of the hobby., GM umder Kathy®s thumb, or
stop running gemes perlod. I vigorously question that entire system, and 1f you thlnk
I would aot be questioning 1t were Don Ditter sitill the ENC, then you're damn right.))

The custodial project business. . This of course would have to get Into & long
dlacussion of what thess things are and how and why they exlst, but basically one
can say that custodianships exist to serve the inierests/nseds of the hobby as a
whole rather than the private concexms of an individual. A zine is primarily a private
vehlcle, which DY is nct. It was established, among other things, to serve as sine-
of-record for hobby stats, and is regulred to present as much hobby news as possiltie,
coverage of Diplon, and so onj plus print articles and such on Diplomacy and related
subjoc;.s only (any other edltor can ruminate on any subject he wants; the DW editor
cannot), J '

Please note also: back in 1979, through a long process of discussion the NADF
(now defunct) was set up as a peer organization for Custodians only, as a vehicle for
resolving such protlems as disputed successions and whatnot. Obviously the first
guestion was to define what the Cistodianships were. You will recall that in 1979
Jexry Jones was Edltor of DY, and that then there was no sign that he would ever need
s successor (much less that this would be me), sg I had no vested interest in the
matter, At that time, there were in fact only five universally recogniwved
Custodianships,..the BNC, the MNC, the head of orphan service, the North Amerlcan
Varlant Bank,..and Diplomacy World, The list of ‘suggested/proteble/possitle
Custodianships was much longer, bpt none of the qthers was consldered by all the other
Custodians as such, and each othey named function dvew at least some doubt or :
dissent. (This is the firat time, %o my knowledge, that the question of what is, or
1s not, a Custodlanship had ever peen raised. Only the five functions I named were
considered Custodianships without question,) It;seems to me that unless you can show
that there has been some significant change since 1979, this fact alone is definitive.

Furthermore, your contention really arises from the notion that a zine cannot
ipeo facto be a Custodienship. I dispute that. 'You consider the BNC a Custodien,
Yet the primary expression of the Custodlanship is a zine, Everything. Jndeed, without
the publication of Everything, the other ENC fumctlon, the assignment of game numbers,
becomes meaningless. Everything the BNC does is defined in temms of the production
of an ultimate "~ productes.a zine. Unllke your usuasl zine editor, the BNC acts
within certain very definitely circumscribed limits, and so does the DW Editor. The
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Job of the BNC is a 1ittle mors mechanieal and involves a little less latitude,
perhaps, but the two posltions are otherwlse very similar,

With respect to concessions and draws, I do not believe that n wmanimous vote
should ever be reguired. Bubt & siraight majority by number of DPlayers 1s an open
invitation to voles thut eatablish a draw where o player is Just about to win, or a
concesslon to a playsr when the game 1s stalemated or about to stalemate., Sc¢ the
sime of each player needs to be teken into seccomt. My origlnal approach to that
problen was to xequire that the players voting "yes" had to have 2 certain number of
centers betwesn them, but that didn'% sesm entiwely satisfactory. Heuce my current
rile on concesslons, whick is in fact simply another vey to establiish & requlrement
for a majoxity wvote. I should, =nd would, have the same rule for drawss howsver, the
current rule arcse sut off some cholces givan to players in the DY Demo Game, and it
is sinply easler for me to rwn all my games under identical rules, without worrying
atout applying this rule to that game and that rule to this game and all that. Your
swomanple {(my "x" just siutleved, sorxy)) of & 2-cmnter (ox i-center) player having
such amazingly advarncsd perspleaciiy as opposed to any othex player in the game strikes
me as being just as far-fetched as heving 5 sinmul.tansous 2-center rowers, I don't
nind o Wrhat-ifr if thare®s some zessonalle protability to 1t.  But a "what-if" which
is manufactursd out of thin al: seems pointless,

How does one deal with the sort of hate and bigotxy that is seritten all over John
Pack®s letter? Obviously a lelief in God and an upderstending of God are two
different things, zs John demonstrates so well., He believes, but he does not
comprehend.

((Thexeafter follow taree sickeningly religlous paragraphs about the Bihle. Hod,
I’m really sorxry; YD 15 not going to sexrve as = forum for that stuff., I reamlize that
both you and John Pack think you read into the Bilble justifiecations for your pointe
of view, and you could zrgue about your varicus guntes, passages and definitlons +ill
stercity, but you area’! going to do it in VD.))

John’s argumeni about "degenerate soolety” is such an old shestautb...but the old
Jokes are best, aren’t they? ‘“Degenerate society" 1s invarialiy the argument of
Scmeonz vho wants to tome aleng snd rogiment you out of your mind. ILenin telked about
the degeneracy of Ruesisn soclety, and Hitler talked about the deganeracy of Gorman
scclety, and Qaddafl talked atout the degemeracy of Libyan socistiy, and... You csn
bet your bottom dollsr that people who talk about "degemeracy" always have Culags
and Dachaus 1n the tecks of their minds, because when such psople come to power thai’s
lovariahly what they 4do.

This is an Intensaly vital probtlem. The argument of “degeneracy" inevitatly
precseds the proposal ol represslon. Our society has prohlems precisely bacauss we
now have the capaclty ¢ become tyuly free snd ave headsd (howsver slowly and painfully)
in that ddrectlon. A4 change that . fundamental, sven as a potential, is bound to create
problems. Howsver, the potential 13 very largely unrealized even now, primarily because
the baslc underpiomings are not in place...({and a bit more exclssd Bibletalk...))

I agree with John, by the way, that the erosipn of the nuclear famlly ss a unit
of soclety 1s a very serious matter and is having some very bad side effacts. It
remzlns to be meen, however, whether the solution iz a revival of the imstitution, or
finding a substitute for it, or combination of those approaches. The function of the
nuclsar family and the ding sn sich of the family can obwicusly be achieved without
the institution itself, and soclety...free soclety...may move in that dilrection.

John®s "soclal failure® theory of homosexunlity 1s a nice juvenile fantasy, tut
hardly in agreement with the facts. It simply ignores all that is now known in the
flelds of developmental psychology and developmental physiology. Although some people
who class themsslves homosaxuals are in fact responding to a newrvsis (or possihbly
aven a pas,\,rchnusszi.fs}J Tor moat of us the homosexual "preference” is set genetically or
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hormonally in uterc. It is no more "non-normal" then left-handedness. Lefti-
handedness, by tbe way, used to be thought of as a sign of "dsgeneracy”, toos did
you know that? There are always ;people out there who love to hate and will use any
axcuno,

Finally, John, a balief in God does not "prohibit" personal toleration of
homossxualiltys the belief requires the toleratlon. And it uires more than toleration.
It requires agape. (Look 1t up in your N.T. Greek dictionary,)

({You'll have to forgive me for omitting the more rabidly religious parts of
your letter, Rod. But on the homosexuallty lsswe ltself, you're right on, of course.
Anyore who thinks that homosexuslity is someshow not normal is living in the Drak Ages.

Regarding whether a concession vote should be unanimous: I think we'll Jjust have
to agree that both viewpolnts are reasonable and 1t's a matter of taste. 1I'm
secure in the bellef that mine 1s the majority view on the matter...which as you may
correctly point out doesn't make your view wrong.

On draw votes, you are wrong. You ignored my (very common) sceneric of a one-or-
two--canter power who forms part of a stalemate line., I'm glad you changed that rule,
because there's no way that such a country should be voted out of s draw against his
will,

On my Erehwon comments last issue; why should I bother to mentlon something as
mundane as the fact that you plugged Caruso's DIP package? S0 have many other people.
The fact 1s that your criticisme of Caruse and Byrne were much more "“newsworthy" items
than the plug. I suppose this goss back to the o0ld maxim that most news 18 bad news,
or something liks that.

As I sald last i8sue, this business about custodianships is pretty much a matter
of semantics, So DW was founded for a specific purpose and must follow specific
guidaiines. No big deal. I don't :cally feel strongly one way or the other, so if
you want to call it a “custodlal project®; I won't object any more. Just so long as
you don’t try to use that label zs an excuse to take money from people who aren't
subbers to it.

I've a few htrisf comments to add to ay earlier ones regarding the situstion with
Kathy. Look, I Inow it'd bte great if everybody was nice and qulet and never criticised
the INC, and always played gently with her because she's got a hard job to do, and all
that. 1 realize that mere GMs such as me aven't sypposed tc attack these sacred cows,
and that some people are likely to view my words as disruptive, But in this case,
that's just too bad. In my opinlon Kathy has far overstepped the bounds of hex
position in threatening me, and I have absolutely no intention of just sitting back
and taking 1t -- not where my games are concerncd. TTIf I'm the one. being disruptive
by strongly protssting her tactics, then that's just the way it's goling to have to te.
I refuse io operate wnder her dictatorship, real or imagined.))

((Oope, elmost forgot to mt the - addendum Rod enclosed with his lettsr, ®0
here's part of it, anywaye..) ? "

C0A ds folding? How do you knoa? (Not that I'n questioning. but I've not heard
from Arnawoodian in months...)

Res Rod Walker Award. This was really weak on nominstions this year. Larry
plans to do something about that. Most of the nominations he got (5 of the 7) wexe
from me. I figured I didn't have to nominate everybody that needed nominating, since
supposedly many other people were also golng to nominate. I hope 1t'll be better next
Year. 1 forgot to nominate Del Grande's "DipWars", alas. Larry's attltude is that
there wae plenty of opportunity ic nominate things...why the complaints now, when the
barn door is shut? I agree, but I also believe that more could have been done to
encourage nominations. Apparently this year most people thought that George was
golng to do it.

((I've heard from a few sources that Coat of Amms annownced its fold several months




ago. I don®t know if the fold has occurred yet.

I feel very sirongly nsutral ahbout the Rod Walker Award. One of the prodblems with
Peery’s awards in gensral 1s that he doesn't give the hobby enough time to get in
nominatione and get in votes, In a postal hobby, months ars needed for this sort of
thing, not Jjust a few weecks.

Anothey provlem with the RWA 1s that it suffers from the same fault as the
¥hitestonia player pnlls articles which are read by more peopls are simply going to
get more votes even Lf they're inferior to iess widely-read items., I've made this
same criticlsm of the player polli: players in a lot of games muet necessarily hava a
big edge over playsrs only in one or tm, because they have been exposed to more
opponents. That’s part of the rsascn that I regard both of the a2bove-mentioned
projects as being of highly questionable valldity.))

From Bob Sacks:

Dear BRUX,

I am informed that you have accused Kathy Bymne, the BNC, of corruption, If the
BNC is corrupt, then I om obligated to take action., Flease send me your poroofs ox
information as soor as possiltle, preferebly before the end of the month so appropriate
actlon can be taken at *he General Mesting at Atlantlcon.

((Your source has misinformed you. I have merely related the details of a
conversatlon which took place beiween the BNC and me, I did not say that Kathy's
threat to me counstituted corruption. If people think it does, that's their business,
My opinion on the matter is at this point private.

I do appreciate your obvious concern about this matter, Boby dut if I wers to
actually file a complaint of BNC corruption, I% probably feel obligated to do it
through someone important in the hobby, such as Rod Walker., Thanks though.

By the way, please let me Imow if you'd like to become z Doomie.))

From Duck Willlams (7/15/84)s

Deaxy BRUX,

Aaving just finlehed reading YD #97 in its entirety (as an English mejor -
seonior level - I hava a tendency to read things as a contaxtual whole... X°11 do
that with ¥D too, even if it means doing 1t in installnents) and enjoyed most of it.

While I normally like to Jjump into things with hoth feet, I beliave I'il hold
eff a bit with VD, Probably out of respect for your rhetorical skills and semantic
gymnasties, As time goes on I°ll becoms more and more at home with you snd Volce of
Doom and will probably be among the doomleat Doonles you have. ({Betcha can®i wait,
ah?’ i

In the meantime, I°Q lilke to say thanks for printing the correction about Fiat
Bellum!, (I see Steve mentloned it alsoc...) As he sald, it was a minor point; but
I felt that a significant number of your subbers would probably be wnaware of me and
FB! and wanted to set it straight, No big deal.

Thank you, too, for the welcone to the leglon of the dilidd doomed -~ despits my
close association with varlous angd sundry “other" sorts of hobbyists. Who, me?
Y'mean Langley, right? Yeah, I know, not your tap level brass, but dammit, someone’s
got to bvefriend those old people, y*know?

({1 spoze! (v} Say, if you'rs an English major, how do you explain away the first
sentence of your letter? Seriously, welcome aboard (again). You shall from now on
in YD be referred o as "Duck" to distinguish you from the real Don Willlams, just
as I differentinte between Ronald Brown and Ron Brown, the former a Cenadian Doomle
and the latter Californian. Falr enough?))
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Only just xeceived VD 93 (March 20th!), The major cause of this seems to be
that it fell apart in the U.S. postsl system, only to be re-wrapped in a neat
polythene bag and re-dispatched at a rate of knots (unfortunately, in this case, a
very slow rate of knots). ;

~ As such, any comments will be months out of date. Just thought that you wouldn®t
mind a letter from across the pond, anyway.

The hablit of "editing" letiers was started Ly Rob Chapman in his zine Putty Liffo,
and it rapidly spread throughout the British hobby. Prior to that letters were
printed verbtatim as they usually are in American zines. Personally, I have no objection
to being edited because I prefer reading sines where letiers are edited to toplcsa.
(Actuelly, on reflection, there were other zines which edited prior to Puity Riffo,
but I think Rob started the hobby-wide trend, so to =peak.)

Your point that a well-thought-out letter loses lts feeling of completsmess when
chopped up is valid., When I get such letters I often print them ln one fe™l awoop.
More often, however, a letier bPeneflits from a blt of rejigging, and the letter column
as g whole Yenefits., I agree wlth you that cutting into letiters in the middle of
sentencas, or even paragraphs ((and to that we could add even between paragrapis)) is
extremely rude (as is having one's correct spelling altered to an incorrect one, but
lot that pass), but I suspect this is a different point.

I adore the arguments between you and Erlc Kane over (Ming "styles", You arve
perfectly welcome to your style, although I doubt whether I would llke the kind of
Player it would atirawt, and I think Richard Sharp, for one, would be firmly on your
a8ide, and would embrace your houserules -- properly edlted to eliminate your verhtosity —-
with glee. In my experlence, however, such rules have and will continue to deter
certain novices who nay, in time, have come to appreicate thelr efflcacy, but will in
the meantime have left the hobby in disgust at what they, and I, call "rules lawyers".
Nevertheless, I agree that your system is best for experienced players who (a) know
vhat’s going on and (b) thus deserve whatever happens to them if they mske any kind
of mistake. Where the problem arises, of course, is when you have a "mix" of
experisnced foxes and novice lambs,

What'a nice to see, however, 1ls your emphazis at the bottom of page 2 that Eric is
a fine frisnd. I guessed as much, but it's amaging how people misinterpret things.

As you may lmow, one Mati Quartexnmaln has been dolng such "misinterpreting” over hexe.

I notice that your reliahle tyrnaround and strict rules are heavily popular with
players (47 people waiting o £i1) 24 positions as of VD 93). The slow twrnaround of
Greatest Hits may have contributed to a falleoff in the number of people wishing to
play Dip in these hallowed pages, ‘although I suspect that my decreasing Intexest in
@ing the game may also be a contyibutory factor {by contrast, I am xediscovering an
interest In varilants -- isn't it gtrange how cyoclical these interests can be? For
me, the oycld 1s extremely slow, §ix or seven years or morxe, Fox others, 1t can be
as short as four or Pive months. Could this be the basls of a psychosnalytical
breakdown of the drop-out?). . f

Obecure standby procedures. I once standby Qled a game from which I had resigned,
but still had a unit standing in civil disorder, . (By way of a sideline, this also
produced the loony positlon of a Hussian force of F Bla and A Arm belng supported by
the supply centres Liverpool and Edinburgh. I use this exanple as the ultimate
refutation to anyone who ever talks of Diplomaocy in terms of being a simulation.)

Is the "Pete Ansoff" on your standby list the "Pete Ansoff" of old? I only azk
because the name seems so famillar, yet VD 1s a relatively “new* zine (yes, I know
vhat you're going to say -- but anything started after 1978 is new in my book, Sunshine).

I was aifting through some old sines the other day (my mother is moving, and so
the forty-odd feet of zines which have folded are being moved to Turney Road, although
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where they will be put I den®t know) and the names which appeared hrought back many
nemorios. Jerxy ﬁcme]le wzs Tar more activs than I recallad. The whole Californin
and San Disge "scene® {%the word Sosmz apposits) had a very different foel from that
which I recelve frow presen!'u-da}' U: 8, zines, Costagnana and Ssguenay and, of course,
the legendary K.3° (short for I can’t remember what, but 1t wae very long end in
Germen) all rhowed Conrad von Metzks at his best, and that was 2 level which, I
think, we all stlll hope to i1each. Interssitingly, thesse were all ditto-reproducsd
zines in the sams size as VD, and wers much thinnszr. 7The Quarto slze zine never
really took held in Hritain, although Courier iz ia that sise (with 15-piteh type)
aad Dey Xrieg was. Foolsecap snd (now) Al were always dominant. The presont rage is
A3 reduced to Alt, alihough I supposs these continentasl mezsuring styles might have
Jou Amerlcans sonfusad.

{(Just in caee you, or your readers, don't lmow -~ Al is magslve, A2 is half
massive. A3 1s big, but reduclile on photocopy to half slze, which is Al the alge
of most Huropsan zires, incl uding (GH. Thenece comes AS {the size of many o? our
reduced zinee). and the small 46, If you took =zn Al piece of paper and folded it ia
half 5 tiree, wou would get an A6 piece of paper, 30 loag es you always folded the
longest side in holf. Easy, huh? (Boring too, I know.) )

Well, time cells. Final thoughis on VD are:

% g 1t's an exccllent mine whish reflscts your sstounding commiiment to the hobby.

b} you achéeve size by eucouraging much press which lots of peopls (including me!)
don®t understand, widech Is not redeemed by the quallly of ibe writing. Better s smaller
isswe with Jjust good wrltineg than a blg one with lots ol garbage.

(c) ditto sults yoiu.

%6‘5 keep vp the goad work.

e washington up rgeinst the wall,

({hey, pratty decent lLetter for an Engllshmen! Nah, just Joshing.

The vress i VI 93 was the best press I've ever printdd., If you don’t think the
quality of the writing in "Press Wers" and the "Black Forest” press was extremely high,
111 wager you dldn‘t read them,

You'ze right: the dliscuszion on type sieges was incredihly toring.

That's the zame Pete Ansoff you knew, all right. He's qulite a hobby fosall by
now, but still stays active here and in some other zines.

I knew that your copy of VD 93 was golng 1o be late, since it was returned to me
in the mail and I taped it back shut {the envelops was largely shredded) and tesent it.
Sorry to hear that it wowmd up in a doggy beg.

Actually, VD's CMing style 1s very well sulted tc most novices, DUogzens of novices
have played herﬂ,. many of them in thelr firsi game, and the vast majorliy have been
guite pieased, I asswde you, There's also a fringe beneflt to having houserules as
extensive as mire, ‘llustrzted by a comment George Lexlitts, then a novice, made to me
Rany yoays ago. Shortly after he started playlng In the FIREBALL geme here, hs
remarked to me that my houserules were useful to him simply because they told him a
lot about postal Diploamey gamer: in genersl -- he learnsd somethiag about the way the
hobby is run just Ifrom reading the VD houseruvles. I was flaitered, and George is
still playlng here nearly five yeaxe 8 later. So that's a hildden benefit., And while
it's trus thet en occaslomnl novice slipe up, 1t doean't happen any more often with
them than 1t does with so~called "experienced foxes", And as Bob Olsen once put it,
these people don'*t have to lsavg the hobby. They can gzc on to good careers writing
about the VD Housexules in cther zines. Many have.

Eric Kane and I iose to argue about our different philosophies of Ming, and we've
been grod friends for a long time., I enjoy the arguments in part because I always
seem to get the betier of him. “Oh no, Mr. Bruce, please don®%i aquash me with another
nassive dose of your loglc! Noooooooooooooo!...”

~ Um, you won't understand that wmless you have "Satumday Night Live" in Great
Bﬁ-taillauo))



From Michael Les:

3]

Thanke for the sanpls of Volcw of Doom. I enjoyed it very much, espscially the
section of what =omeone says and what they really mean -- that was insplred. 1 would
be honored o havs & mutual subs howsver, I feel that The Concert of Europe 1s
shamefully slender compared to your bshemoth, It ian’t T often that I receive a novella
in the nalil for fm'ﬂaoc )

It was nice of i Jean to mentlon my Journmai to you. I've heard a great deal about
you and am looking formrd to seeing firsi hand if you live up to your myth (or
should I say myths) -~ slmnosi{ everyome has a different siory. Joan's however, secms
by far the most reliable btesad cn this sample of VD,

Here’s a question -- can I Jook forward to havi.ns each issue of my Journal
reviewed in the pages of VD as other puhlishexs do? "Golly Wally, have I hit the
big time.” “Yesh Beav. Tut now youve got to make each issue count.” "Oh nol®

Anyhow, the zine (TCCE) mizht reed a twief intro@uction. Its goal is to be
rretenticus and arch. I'm not scliclting plugs because I only really want about
twenty (maybe fower) new subscgibersj otherwise I*11 have to give up the color maps
and covers. I wont tuxn anyone away intentlonaslly but I°m being careful so it
doasn®t grow too fast. As 1t is the circulstion iz at twenty-three., Perfactol

As for an intpoduction of myself I°d say that I'm a music student at the University
of Oregen. I play contrabtass. I love Diplomacy (I have for ten years). I have no
pets, I ilke Coke moxre than Pepsi, Nchonalds more than Burger Xing, and the Elue Jays
more than the Tigers. I’m occasionally superstitioua and have brown hair (more or
iess). [Enough of this! I mention these things only bacause they matter and I'm
interesting in Isarning similar significa about you.

By all meane enter the Bad Postry contest and I'll see you (well, write to you)
at a later date (probebly July 28th)...

((Michael publishes ihe new sins ‘I‘h.o Concert of Europs from his abode at
3480 Danna Ct., Eugene, OR 974C5. Since he has asked me mot to plug him, I wont
mentlon that I found the issues I've seen so far pretty interesting and well worth a
look. I won°t mentlon ithe multi-colered maps he uses nor the literary beckground he
seems to have. I won‘t mentlon that he®d protably send you & sample for a SASE.

Well, I hope you find that T live up to the myths about me, whatever they ave.
Slnce you were at LepsrCon, you got W hear both Joers and Tallman’s opinions of me.
The most amaging thing is perhaps the fact that they were talking about the same
person, (v Joan lavited me to eoqe to Cregont for & week next summer or fall, so if
I do I'11 want to meet you then.

If you want to continue receiving mentions in my Hobbytalk column, you®l) have to
pay your $5.00 Hobbytalk fee 1ike all the other publishers in the hobby do. Otherwlse
I'1l1 1gnore you and nobody will ever think about ¥you again. Fork it ovex.

As for my likes and dislikes: I don’t fiddle around with Minor League teams like
the Blue Jays and Tigevs. I°'m a Dodger fan. And you should be too ~- we all know
that Oregon i1s merely a hothed cof Jealousy for the Good Life in Californla, right?
Coke is Ytetter than Pepsi, but the dlfference is by and large politlical, McDonalds
is chesper than Burger King and often has better .. - service, but Burger King has
betier food per se and is better for avelding get’bing shot to death., Dippy is my
favorite game, and animels axe my favorilte kind of dog. I desplse superstition and
consequently don’t believe in horseshoes, four-leaf clovers, or god. And why on
earth is all this stuff{ important, agyway?

Lotse luck with Concert (which is a much better abbreviation than TCOE). Ve are
mutually subbing.))

{
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From Don Del Grande (7/i4/8u):

BRUX

Are you aure about those Runestome Foll reults? I seem io remembexr beck in the
early 19808 about & fake result llst whore Life of Monty finished second -- when the
real results came out, LOM finished down low. Oince then, 1°ve been wary of hlgh
results -- espacially ones which give L0M the biggest point increase over lagst year
(1.58, and I think Thirty ¥lles of Bad Road was second with 1,33) and pmsaing 5 of
laat yoar’s top ten {and 2'3 gines overall). But what I°m reslly glad about is that
ny name wagn®t ai the bottom of the GM Poil. {Cne possille resson 1u that I haven’t
run a gane gince the last deadiine for lest year®s poll, so I told Randolph that
nobody was eligihle to vote for me...).

Did you ever get the "Phyllis Dumps Woody"” issue of LOM? (It was the one afier
the yellow-oovered issue with the bed printing, caused by 8 changs fron Kodak to
Xernx coplers -- I'm bmck to Kodsk.) It reprinied the £irst two pages of the Foot
in Mouth that was in the yellow issue, ((Yes, I aid gel it.))

Polltesses ave doubles and triples?

Look, 1 don't mind that you signed up for & gawe in Cathy’s Raatlings -- it vas
Just an effect of ithe shock after I resd about 1t. It%s abcut as rare as seelng me
in a game sitart. And speaking of money -- you never &id explain how you can afford
all of these things (170-pege VDs, Doomle Shakes) on a programser®’s salary. What
banks have you robbed? Maybe you won ons of those sweepsinkes?

I think I°1l1 try something new this time; THIRDRICHTOBREDSTANZIORIGINATBRRIELESWI-
FYRRFICETTYSBATTLEOFTHEA STTSREDESCENTONCEARCELLORSVIETNATOPERA TIONOL YMANASSAGINCOUREMA -
GEVICTORYINTHEPACIFRIGATRAVELLEMPIRESNIPEREMAGEVICTORYIN THEPACT®IC - 500 games
{well, 29} in adout 3 lines. Saves apace, tine and effort that way (easier to delets).

Haver’t you heard the news? Tretick isn’t Vaklyn «- he’s swithhed %o Ecklol?,

Another potentlal hotbylst -- J,A.F. Brown. (Al Peaveon 1s making a "senl-comeback”
in Znvoy, from what I've seen.} 1 assume that Fothargill is Ann Brown's malden same --
I've heard etorise about people who give thelr children dual last names like thls, only
to have the father's mothsr (and occasionally, the father) refer to their grandchildren
exclusively by the father's lzat name.

Keep those Hobbytalk pages coming! (How else can people like me learn W
ﬂg 1s going into other zines we don’i get? Besides, it beats the Alf

LE114% that goos into LON...)

((Well, we*1ll have a botter Hobbytalk column noxt month,

I think your string of game names was pretty clever, you aneaky little thing you.
But you do kmow that you named "Victory in the Facifie” iwmlce, don®t you?

I°m not sure now that Politesses are multiple -- Ed tells me that this wes all a
Joke, 30 I°11 believe him, I guess,

Congratulations on your fine Poll finish!))

From Ken Heger (7/15/84)s

Pear Bruce,. :

I Just wanted to let you know that I dont plan to resudb at this time. My primary
area of intereat in the hobby is the game~playing which seems to be an area in which
VD places minima) emphasis. Beat of luck to you.

((0X, thanks for dropping a card and letting me kmow. It°s apprecizted. And
good luck to you.))

IMFORTANT NOTE:s On page 46, already dittoed, I gave August 24 as the deadline for
the Doomie of the Year Contest. This is wrong. The correct desadline i= Sept. 21.
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Foul! You fraud! I can’t believe you stoopad so low as to rig the "Ed Wrobel’s
Favorite Zind' Poll. T voted for Main, not VD. That makes the vote 5-6 and
ends it in a tie. Civen your of ethical behavior I demeand an ombudsman and
you'd betler print my ™ endorsement letter next ish. My cmbudsman cholces are
Paul. Rautarberg, Marc Peters, or Derwood Bowen. I demand justice. Thou shalt not
80il our blessed hobby in perfidious lies and expecti me io let you get away with 1t,

{(Whoops, looks like I stepped into a pile of dogshit this time, dossn’t it? Well,
not gquite,

Your vots for F Maln arrived aftier ithe voting deadline and thus cannot be
cownted. I don®t ] to be a prick stout these things, you see, but we all kmow
that tha earth 1s going %o explode if I ever accept anything after a Deadline.

As for your vote for VD, I wae golug by what Janes Woodson told me about the way
everyone voted in his questionnaire in R. According to James, ywu gave VD as Ed's
favorite sine, If I discount your vote, then I must diascount all the votes that James
passed on to me; in which case VD would still have won.

Howaver, I hershy call on Faul Rauterberg to ombud this horvihle mess. Faul's
affinity for polls is legendary. What's the verdiet, Paul ol® Buddy??))

Hey! Speak of the davil! Next letier is...
From Paul Rauterberg (7/21/84)s

Deax Bruces

Whers do I begin my first lengthy letter to VD in 3 years? Well, discussing
politics with John Kelley 18 where I left off last time, so I may as well continue the
thoughtn

I'n a bit mystified by John's assertion that "liberalisa” and "anti-patriotiam”
are prevelling trends in America teday, If thai 1s the case, John, why 1s Ronnle

Redneck haygun our Commandsr-in-Chief? True, he may be more liberal then most
John Birchers or KKKers would like, but I°d havdly call his popularity a sympiom of
deeply entrenched llberallism., If this weve s nation inaplred by snti-petrlotism,
vhy do a0 many Americans cheer the nuclear ams btuild-up and the interventlons in Grenada,
Lebtanon, Nicaragua, e%6,? The faot is that "patriotian" 1s an acronym for blind support
for US policiea — right or wrong, That is the prevailing atiitude in America today,
and none dare call it"lliberaliem." :

For once, Bruce, 1 am golng to dare to defend Kathy Byrme a 1ittle bit. 7Yes, I
know she’s "threatened” to label ypur games irregular, and I know that upsets you.
However, you shouldn®t bother to athck her for the practlce until she, in fact,
does it. Then — and only then -- can we examine her declaratlons, in e falr light.
Kathy does enough oonhovoram/ohwmus things to fusl 2 hundred feuds, but let’s
wait for her to do them.

Wow ~- I can®t belilave Ifnokbﬂxpla.ee in thsnumstonempoll! I dddn"t go
through the year without making mistakes, by a lopg shot. As an eleven-year vetersn
of the hobby, I expected a better performance frog myself; as & player, I pride myself
on not making zany mistakes. I mads so mpny as a M that I was really
entarrassed about it.

25th place for Midlife Crisis ssens falr enough. It is a wayehouse with occasional
articles and/or lettexs tacked on. All warehouss zines should be rankad ‘twentieth;
all "reading” zines (QMAW, Anduin, 30 Miles, Snaful, Retallation, Grausterk, to name
a few) belong higher; Voice of Doom and Burops EXprese are 1n & class by themselves --
number one and two, renpect&voly.
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Parhaps my high showing as a GM stems, in part, from my encouragement (and
printing all of) entertaining press. 1 don®t heaitate to participate in that press,
and ofien it sounds like an actual dlalogus between players, and between riapers and
the @M, ‘

When I first started out as 8 @, I wrots out a brief set of houseriles (based
primaxily on those of Cheesecaks and Suaful)., I believe only the "Anonymous Gama®
Players ever saw them, bscause I discontinued putlished houserules after that time.
Yos folks, I am running seven games 1ln Midlife Crisis without published houserules.

Over the period of 16 months, only one has ever inquired ac to the wheresbouts
of those houserules! I igroved his inguiry, and he mever repeated it. So much for

houserule freaks.

Woat are my houserulss? Common sense and observance of precedsnts. When a rule
ig invoked, I do state it pulllicly, and nobody bitches. Most declslons aren’t ocontro-
verslial, anyway. If thexs i3 an objJecticn, there ays salusys ombudspen...

({I ssem to have butchsred your peragrarh on politios pretty badly thsough the
Judicious uss of typos., Sorry about that. To comment on your comments, "patriotism”
1s often percalved or dafined by various people as agreement with their own partiocular
points of view on ihe bast political course for the country. Thus I would not define
someons with a liberal foreign polioy as "patriotlie”, but would accept the fact that
he does consider himself so, and probably doesn’t think that I°m patriotdc.

Your comments about Kathy certalnly reflect the majority opinion, and yet I still
fAind nyself in an uncomfortable dllemme. Aside from the fact that the BNC has no
business making such a threat to begin with, there 1a the prollem that if I wait
for her to actually rule on one of my gemes, then zhe cap alwnys just reply with
"Soxrry, but I think the game’s irregular."” In a clear-cut case, that®d bs fine, dut
in a bordsriine situation, I°d always have tc have the suspiclon that she’s just
taking advantage of the opportunity to carry out her threat. Really, I think the
moper thing for Kathy to do at this point would be to sssure me that any decision
regarding one of my games will be dslegated to a former SWNC, and Y have itwice
wrltten her requesting that she do this. I have had no veply. Lest you think all my
nolse on this matler derives from pure selfishness, I do feel & certain obligatlon to
protect my players frem an unfalr ruling,

All you have proved with the Information you related regarding your houserules
{oxr absence therecf) is that such a aystem is workabla if the players and GM are
comfortatle with 1t. (Though I do think you were clesrly wrong to ignore the ore
request you received.) You have not demonstrated that theme 1s any advantage to
having no houserules, unless you want to argue that you’ve saved yourself a bit of
tine and space in your sine. Indeed, for the playsrs, I can®t see how there could te
an advantage -- even in VD, players are welcome to ignore the houserules if thati’s
what turns them on. On the othey hand, I can Asmonstrate that houserules can, by
thelr presence, resvlve a sticky situmtion or anpwexr a player’s question without
imposing on him the added turden of conszulting the M separately. I have many times
had players ask me how I will ruls on whatever sitwation., Mosi of the time thelr
quastion was answered in the houssarules, and I imew (and they could have kunown) the
snswer to thelr question. There are many situstions (e.g. DIAS or no-DIAS, NVR=yee or
no) ir which "common sense” and “iprecedent® don't necessarily yield a single answer.

As a saml-varehouse zine whose writing is very good when it does appear, I would
have rated Mldiife Crisls somowhere in the second ten; pverhapa around 15th. Thanks for
the vote of confidence. I persomally think that EE 1s head and shoulders above all
the rest. I wae more or lesa hoping for a top ten finlsh for VD. Well;, I came close

enough...))
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Bruce~

Tallman is quoted in VD #97 as calling back-patting (as it appears in YD) as
"asskissing”. This is a common tendency in society. People are unhappy for some
resson, ac they focus on trying to run down others who are being complimented for thelr
performsncea. This is accomplished by trying to downgrads the complimenis, in Tallman’s
case by allsging that they are inslncere, that people are somehow “kissing Bruce‘’s
ass" to curry favor. If everybody looked at positlve reactions to good parformance
the way that Terry does, positlive reinforcement would disappear. One of the best
ways to see to 1t thai someone who'a doing &-.good Jjob.keeps it up is to let him or
her know about iit. Maybe if Tallman wasn®t so sarcastic and negative, he'd get
conpliments toc (for what is a.dnittadly a well 1&.1:1-—0\:'&. zine-with much subtle wit and

John Pack hits or a poi.nt 'i'.hat 15 centnl to my vlmas of the world, Special
Interest Groups. SIGs come in all shapes and slgzes; and their pollitical arms are
called lobbles. There is an ERA lobby, & Washington Student Lobby, 2 Jewlsh Lobby,
an anti-gun conirel lobby, a lumbsr industry lobby, and so on...we have enough loddbles
to outfit milllona of movie theatsrs, alrports, and deatist’s offlces. Even when I
agree with the point of view of a lobby, I think it contributes negatively to the
political process in the manner John demonstrated. It makes certain persons (as
members of 5IGs) more privileged under the law than others, and seems tc me to be
very antl-egalltarisn. Maybe the USA lan®t a demooracy, but we wrote a constitution
two centurles ago staiing that we would always strive for that 1deal. The give-a-shit
factor in this country 1s low, though, and everybody wantes something for him/herself.
Maybe I don’t agree with the point of view of the 608 liberal/radical movement, tut
at least they gave a damn.

There are two kinds of pa:ejudim tha.t make 1ife difficult for homosexuals in
this country. Legal prejudice and personal prejudice, We can {and should, I feel)
eliminate legal prejudice with little dAfficulty. DPersonal prejudice will itake a lot
longer to dump, though, but that day ia coming too. A century ago women were chattel,
99% of tlmocks were second-class citizens, and most pecple felt they should stay that
way. Both groups are now rapidly accelerating a rise in soclal status that has deen
cmolng for decades., Someday antl-gey hatred will be like antl-Semitle hatxred ox anti.-
black activism: relegated to splinter nut groups like the Nazis and the Ku Klux
Kian, who hate everything else anyway. As far as gays moleesting stralghts, it
simply doesn®t happen much. Far gmore fregusat and tragic is heterosexual rape, which
ruins the lives of many Americans.every day. If we're going to campalgn against
something sexual, let’s campelign ago.inst Rpe.

((Bravo for a letter both quant and aell-rg.‘itten!

Ironically, one of the cbatacles to the removal of legal p::ejudioe against gays
would be certain of the SIGs you mehtlon in the paragraph Just bdefore, Then again
thexe are gay SIGs as well as antl-gay SIGs, no doudbt. I agree with you that
prejudice against gays will eventually become the territory af a few fanatics, and
Iahallapenkoutmthohopeofhutminsthatday. :

What can one say about Tallman that isn’t already obvious? He 1s a clear example
of someons who tries to bulld himgelf up by tearing down others with more talent than
himself; wWalker, Berch, Kene, Goughlan. and me just to name a few. Among intelligent

people (and this hobby consists by and large of very intelligent people), this
strategy doesn’t tend to get one very far. Gl1b with words and fast-and-looss with
facts, he’s bullt himself a emall group of supporters. But heck, I°ve got more
strong supportexrs than he has subbers. D1d you see the latest lssue of N3WG? In
it, he boasts about letters he sent to Demver Glont which, he says, were dosigned
to incite great zgony in several American pubushers. what a guy. I1'd give you
the exact quote, btut I don’t want to be sued for copyrignt violation...})
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H1 Fruce,

Thanks for the note on #97. It was anothsr enjoyable lssue. I usually procrsatinste
adout reading larger lasues like youre and Peery’s, but lately I've found I'm coasuming
yours very quickly., I find I read the full slze zines first and procmmstinate on the
digest slzge. I guess I'm getting old.

Hoted your quote of my quote from Murd’ring Minleters. Doesn®t anything get by you?
I suspect not much., I’ve noticed that a great many zines have been plugsing the
Interpatlonal Subscription Exchange. It occurs to me that s pligcs is misaing. I
suspect not many in the hobby kmow of which zinegs sre avallahle in the British hobhy.
You mention a few as do Cary and Cathy C.

I really like Mark Lew’s writing. Hope to sae more of it.

I plan to reapond {to Chuffl Afflerbech’s roundtadle dlscussion, Doomis Static,
after a few move commente. ((i'm flattered that you thought 1t was Chufi’s, Check
beck aad you®ll see that I wrote it.))

Did you weally have to concluds your suewer to John Pack’s letter with "...1f a
homosexual attazcks you personally, you have every right te beat him off."? I thought
I was the only one allowad to meks doubile entendres. Speaking of which, I°m might
provd that Judy Winsome ended up so well in the GM rankings. She’ll be compenting on
that in her next lssue, something sbout how good it feels to end up below Mike Mills
but on top of Hark Luedi.

I'm glad to wrote to Kathy Byrne for her side of the story ({on 1983AY)). I
haven®t heard any more from Fon. Regavrding your commenis on the power of the BNC,
they sound pretty confusing to the uninformed. As they asy in the current jJargon,
your readers probally can’t figure out where you‘rs coming from, and I hope they never
do in this case. From my perspectiva, powsr 1a something you give somecne, In Kathy’s
case, she only geots the power uver you games that you let her have., Similarly, she'll
only have the puwer over the Lcomles who play your games that they let her have. If
8 person’s power ls a derivitlve of shat other pcople are willing to allow, your
protection from Kathy's threats is only as stxong as the loyaliy you have from your
subscribers. I°m afraid Ron’s {{Ron Brown of Califormia)) in a similar situation. I
naven’t settled in mny mind why I feel this all affects me, but I feel it does, If
her actions drive Ron from GMing, or you to discomfort, I gquestion what I am dolng.
I'm just not sure what I should do.

Touchd on your Diplomacy Buphemiams about Judy, She used to try to say enough
about the question in her Cheap Answer so the reader had an idea of whai the gquestlon
was. She has sinoe departed from:that yractice in large paxrt, and has a Red Letters
saction lnatsad. The title is a takeoff fyom The Scarlet Latter and “resd leiters”.

Hou for my ancwers o Doomis Ntatles

J4SE A. There is nothing else tc 4o but call the player back and tell him that
you are o longer CGK, or that the coudltion of your condition 1z uncertain. It 1s
your ohligation as & GM io defuse the situation Ipmediately. Then take sidebets on
your friand®s condition when you lose hila orders in the mail for iwo seasons in
successlon, ,

CASE B, The coxrwct procedure is to stesm the unused stamp from the snvelope ao
you can reuse 1t In malling out your next issus. Then place lnsufficlent postage on
the letter and send it postags dus to XKathy. Kathy will never suspect what happened,
you haven’t interfered ln ithe game, and you have helped defrsy the costs of putlilshing.
Smaxt, huh?

CASE C., There is no question tut that the Code of Ethiecs requires you to take
your 1life. BHaving lost your Job, there is mo way you can finsncs sending out the
next adjudication,
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CASE X, All of the above. You let the guy’s moves stand as they are, replay the
geason with standbys for the twe victims of the tidal wave, and change your houserules
to allow for all of this. GMing is aimple.

CASE Y. This is by far the most difficulil queation to snswer. DBesidss, it’s
not my problem. It°a Father Bexch®s,

CASE 7. Imsert all the Ig Lew's into the games. Since they all Imaw Ig's secret
plans, none have an advantage. The games wlll go down in history. They will be the
only games played without a capital lettex.

PS. Now boih parties have a Bwah on the tlcket.

((That’s really grossi But it's still a riot. Heh, heh...

So how do you know all of Judy ¥Winsome's plans and thoughts? I llke hex way of
handling letters now betier than 0ld "Cheap Answers" technique. Thexe were times
vhen I couldn’t dstemine what the exchange was all about.

¥ell, I think you're right that I was sort of leaving my readers in the dark
regarding my comments on Kathy and her power. But anyone who reads this lssue
carefully enouzh will know where I'm coming from. I proteblly should bave been moxe
explicit early on, instead of beating axpund the Fexrerv.

Regardimg 1983AYs I recelved an sarlier letter about this game from Jerry before
last issue went to press. I dacided not to priat it at that tlme beoause I felt I
showld write to XKathy and get her side of the story as well, and present both views
at cnce. To that end, I twice wréis to Kathy and told her thatl she was wslcoms 1o
state her visws in VD this issue. But, as is cortainly her right, she dldn’t reply.

Those of you who don’t pt%nmm will not be famillar with this
uhole affalr, In a nutshell, here it Iﬁﬁ!i&umbﬂgmstﬁbd‘bya
rookie GM, Mike Coburn. Ruanm.thepublishsrofminaphyerlnﬂum.
hmtﬂmo

There have been some minor (in my opinion) GMing indiscretions -~ none of the

8 involved denies that. At the beglnning of the game, a non-involved party
Kusgynski) assigned the countries by rendom draw. And at one point during the
sue.tho@ihtitsllpihatonooftheplmrsmuaisnins(alﬂloughhsultmnm;(
stayed in the game). When it uas thought that the player (Dan Stafford) was going to
resign, the GM asked Ron for help in finding a nlayer to £ill the position, and Ron
th.cboaea.mofmntha;n_!ﬁ_-hndbynat—nbut.thestmdbyulthuhlydidmtgetlnto

gane

Based on thess circwmsiances, Kathy Byrne has declared the game ixregular a8 the
result of a player (Stafford) complaining of "illegsl GM-player collusion®. Kathy
mumusthatthuemmmihmhattuptwmmtohu-ﬂum,‘uut
nonatheless she feels that "one playexr did have too much conitact with the G¥ concerning
different phases of the game”.

Lot mo address the three polnts above one by one. First: ths drawing of the
countries. Unlees Kathy (or Stafford) is going to argus that the draw was rigged or
somshow not random, it doesn’t matier who assigned the countriss. Even if a player
hineelf had done this, a random draw is & random draw. How I would be leery of
letiing a player asalgn the countrilss even by random draw, but in thls case it waan’t
oven a player who did so -~ it was an minvolved party. Random is random. I have
sesn nothing to indiocate that anyons had anything other than s one-in-seven chancs to
Teceive any given country. Just as there would have boen had the GM assigned them by 1lot.

Seconds the GM let it alip that a player was resigning. Potentially serious, and
yes, 1t could have affected the game. But appavently it didn’t -- and in light of the
faoct that the player ultimately stayed in the game, it really couldn®t have.

Thirds the cholce of a standby. Again, ﬂahhpotmtiﬂlymﬁu& But the
mupmtummuwmum.mtm-mmmgotm. So it’s & red

A game cannct be declared irxregular based on what might have been.

Inll@mtafthoa.hon,Ipmmllydomtamoﬂﬁhﬁy“amum.nw
1 know of two vexry highly respected hobbyists (including a former BNC) who do. And
I°1l admit that I°ve only heard one side of the story ~- tut I tried to get the other
side and was ignored.
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I do wish ic note one very relevant point here. A large part of the furor is
tased on the fact that @ Coburn did not assign the countries, which is of course a
functlion of the M. But walt a misute. Who says thai a GM can never delegate thass
functiona? iho (Med Sieve Arpawoodian’s games whils he yss in Europe last
That’s right, Bob Olssz 100X over the task. Clearly, adjudicating games iz & function
of the (M., Are Amnawoodian®s games therefore irregular because he delogated the
task of adjudicating for a season or two? I don't think s¢, even though I personally
wouldn®t allow it for a VD gams.

By an aceldant of coincldence, I could very well have been a player in this game
(I was originally invited to play). I sort of wish now that I had accepted. But
thems are atili sevsral reasons why I’k involving myself, First, of course, is the
fact that I received these two unsoliclted letters from Jerry Lucss on the matter, and
I Boe no good reason not to allow discussion of it in VD,

Secordly, I have spoken with Ron Brown, and this business about "GM-player
eollusion” has affecied him 4o the point vwhore he may nover (M a game agaipn, In a
sense, he is belng accusad of balng & cheater. Now, let me tell you folks g l1ittle
omething aboul Hom Brown, speaking from my own personal sxparience as a player in
M, In my opinicn -~ and 111 stake my own reputation on this -- he 18 a man of the
highest possible integrity. There is mot the slighieet doubt in my mind that he would
never indulge in anything wderhanded. To label Ron with this stigma would be
manifestly and grossly wafalr. T strongly feel that if the hotby loses Ron Brown
bacause of this unfortunate incident, it will be a tragle loss for the hobby. FRon
has been a frdend toc me in the past, and I'm not going t let him down pow, but even
despite wy peraons) fseilngs, I truly helleve there are none finer. I don’t really
smow Mike Cobum woll, heving spoken with him omly a couple of times, but if Ron
says that the counitrlses were casigned rendomly  that’s good enough for me by a long
saot. IT 1 weve looking for game openings, M 1s one of the first places I°d look.

Howerar, desplte 511 of the atove, I will admit that the final decision is Kathy‘a
to mekn. The mway the hobby is currently structured, she does have this power. And
there is no appesl for ion Brown or Mike Coburn.))

The following letisr fiom John Pach is undated, but old. It was delayed in the mall
by several weelks.

Hall BRUXZ, aud selutations too,

I recelived the latest 1ssue. I reslly enjoyad AL cover e covers Hope the
crickat d3dn"t spoil your nerves during your diplomastic efforts. I'm glad to hear
that there’ll alwaye be a BRUX. Your last live in xeoply to my letier sounded like a
Voice of Doom, eh? .

UK. 0%, I can take & hint. I made a "had” romark about the RIGEL press without
reading it. I have now repenied of my “evil” at the expenses of several good hours
of time. However, I agree now that RIGEL, mress (#93 in particular) is zeilly good.
However, 32 pages is subsfiantial. I°Q probably vote for Gexmany in the Press War,
but they all ssem to be very good.

I enjoy toadystashing a lot and a lot of other peonle have told me they do too.

Actually, if used sparingly. tactlics unkch could result in a lost game may help
win it...I couldu’t rasist sending an asrilcie after you gave me such & nlce weloome.
((This refers to the “Roverse Paychology" article in VD #97.})

I’ for prayer in school (private though, not public). After all, if onme kid
knows that 2 + 2 = 4, he can use thai knowledge on his tests, If another realizes
that God exlste, e too can uwtilize that kunowledgs, in whatever situatlon it may apply,
It goes with freedom wf thought and religicn, etc.

I'm a »ight-winger toc. Resgan is an itty-bitty messed up, though. Too liberal.

On the Braud and Munopoly bit (("Playing to ¥in", VD #93)), thare needs to be =
balence between fin and "win or kill". If someone dossn’t enjoy losing too, maybe
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they shouldn®t pley (especially Diplomacy where 6 players lose every time [ ANdY).
I think I will give M a SASE 0 see what I come up with.

On Jake’s fire-starter, I°d pick (in See. A) Ronald Reagan, Nixon, the Rusiéian
losder what’s his neme, vh, Chemenko (?), Bagan, and BRUX (who knows, maybe someday
I*11 mest you someplace, eh?). In part 1I I%d take Adolph Hitler, Rinstein, Thomas
Jofferson, Thomns Bdimon, and Jesus Christ. Of course, 1'd make sure the first iwo
sai on opposito sides of the table so we wouldn®t get into any of this discrimination
stuff. In the third part I°Q take the ressurecilon of Christ, the Nunlch Conference
“"Peace in our time" bit, D-Duy, the signing of the Declaration of Independence, and
the fall of nan (ie. the Gaxden of Bden), Of couxrse, the explosion of the first
A-bomb made hexrs in LA would be up there too,

1 don’t know about evaryons else, but I enjoy being a dreg. I°ve included the
color photo you requesied. Ii's a tad Light, tut fairiy good. ((You forgot to include
it, though.)) The ouly mistaks the *Press Wars” suthor made is that he didn‘t call it
an article and get ithe fiwe isaues for such a fine pleca, esp. if he wants to make
you ge brokse.

((WeXl, mayte Steve Knight was writing the plece for the pxide of RIGHL yethex
than the 30+ free issues - he would have earned, Either that, or maybe his
GX bribed hia... |

Something tells me that if you sent a dimmer invitation to “Began™, hs wouldn‘t
even Begin to think about coming,))

From Mark Luedl (7/15/84):

Dear Bruce, : .
You are once again to be sastigated for disrupting the production of Thirty
Mlles of Whatchamneallit. So, get castigating! If you're wnwilling to do 1t to
yoursalf, 1I°m eure that someone ocan be found who 1s more than willing 4o help you.
Complaint mmber 2 (another trend in the hobhy -~ Lueditashing?)s How dare you
Anvelidate my "Bd Wrobel®s Favorite Zine" Poll ballot and embarrass me in front of
£1lllons of loyal Doomies?! I followed instructions by sending my Wellot to you, ard
not sending a tallot anywhere else., If Mr. Woodson somehow thinks that I voted for
Whitestonia/fX, he is surely mistaken. I recall naking an offhand comment about this,
t 1 aa most certaln thet it was made prior to the announcement of the poll. I
fully anticipate a full retraction in the mext VD. As for Mx. Woodson, I shall deal
with hin later. Boy, do I need a feud to cala HOLVEB:se
Corplalnt aumber 3: It has not gone vmoticed in these far-fetched regions of the
nidlands that a conspiracy has been foxmed with ths exmressd yurposs of indluging in
"Indiana-beshing”. Yes, Bruoe, you stand among the accused (with Mark Lew, Hod Walksez,
and others as yot unfexrreted, though ocsrtainly there), Keed you be reminded that two
of this hobby's past greai oditors are Hooslers? (Walt Buchenan and Bod Sergeant.)
And that two of thls hobby's rresent great editors are Hooslexs? (Deve Kleiman, and.,.
Bodesty preventia...} ho kuows what the future holds? Now, Il grent you that
Inldians dosmu®t have a swhole lot of things golng for it (basketball, some Iwetty
g00d wniversities, a relatively peaceful sedentary pace of 1ife, centxel location, ete.),
but nddther does it have anything dad (especially if you lop off Lake County where
Gary and Hammond and East Chicago ere). Iet's face it, for those unfamiliar with it
(and for & fex who are), Indlans is in many respscts the epltome of medlcerity. Bub
1°¢ rathar 1ive here than in New Yoxrk or California! Realistically, most people are
likely %o toot the horn of the state/region they live in or would want to live im.
Anyways, Deve Kleiman snd I have discussed this recent outbwrsak of "Indiana~
bashing” and will do whatever is necessary to combat iis further spread among the
hobhy ranks. In fact, wo dare any and all to come to Indisna to sfiow us just what
is co bad about the place (preferally i late October). I'11 await responses before
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Brad Wilson®s letter and your responses gesnerated a lot of thoughty too ted
I've forgotien most of it. Chuff Afflerbach as per usual, had me 7o0lling arcund
holding my bally. "Wnich is more important” -~ indsed! Which reninds me, I should
be getting back to work on ¥hatcamaoallit,

PS, Famous Hooslers (contemporary, partial 1ist)s Micheel Jackson, Johnney
Courgar, Kurt Vonnegut Jv.

((I feel honored at having a hand in the deley of so many issues of Whatever-ite
is-you-call-your-gine., Also that you =istook my "Doomie Statie” for Chuff’s
ﬂﬂ‘»ﬁ.’ﬁga Go back and check, .. (\d‘)

Me? Indiuge ln Indiana~-bashing? How could I? -~ there®s nothing there to bash!

Re the EQ Wrobel.’s Favorlte Zine ballots: James Woodeon told me you had sent
hin one. 3Boy, this whole thing 1s getting scsndalous! Bu% your ballot wouldn®t
have made a difference either way.)?u

From Steve Langley (7/18/84);

Dear Bruce, _

I got a call the other night that stavrted:

"mo-am&tsl“

"Hello?" I anawer the phone with an interromative,

"Don’t try to aci innocenl with ue!* came the response o my question —- in a
volce I easily recognized.

"Whati?l” tha obvious response, I'm afraid.

I was Just trylng to prepars you for the new batch of fouds on the borizon.”

And the conversation contlnued from there onto more rational toples. Still, there
does soem to be & whole new batch of feuds. Such 18 the world of Dipdom, I gquess. 1°4
1lke to make the offlcial anmouncement that a6 of 18 July, 1584, I°n a free agent

open for blds. I have no affiliations and as such, may not be worth much as an ally,
but I do have a senze of humor and can be sympathetic., HMaybe I ought to open an
hospice for tired fouders instead. If you ere discouraged and despairing and want a
kind word, call me and I®)1 lat you talk to Daf. :

I wonder what makes John Pack think that he is attractive {0 gays. From his
letters on the subject it sounds as Af he thinks he's & real gay hwik. Relax, John,
it poobably 1an’t the cass., Gays are probably as abhorrent of you as you axe of
then, maybe more. :

You, Bruce, do not win the press war in Jjust one season, Now if the bunch in RIGHL
winp out again nsxt seasen you might have a case, but one sezson does not a press war
win make, .

I liked your Diplomacy Euphemlsms. I had to laugh at the wit and accuracy of nany
of them, Sort of felt lefi out but I couldn’i come up with one For myself so I can
hardiy expsct to be included by you if I can®t even include myself,

Since you wers unable to answer the Demc Game question to either of our satisfactions,
I expect Mark Berch wiil have written to you on the subject. Was I right?

My skydiving experience iz all second hand, I love to mateh skydiving fllm and I
feel some strong physical symptoms in relation to the sport. I suffer from vertigo,
and even talking about high places cauees me to brsek out in & sweat on my palms (I'm
experiencing it as I write thias).

When I was at JFL, one of the technical enginsers (which ia to =ay he put stuff
togeiher rather than worked with pencil and paper) wes & long-time skydiver. His
face was a nase of scar tissue from warious irees that jumped into his laanding areas.
He clalmed 1o have broken all his arms and legs nultiple times. He also sasd it was
worth 1t. There was & younger gofer working with us, about i? ysars young, who
thought it sounded 1lke & thing to do, and so wemt up wiih the scarred one one weekend.
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He came back with his left amm 1n a cast and walking on crutches, It seems that the
pllot, knowing that it wes his first jump, told him to Jump befors he got to the
Jmp zone, expecting him to hesitate. Instead, he Jmped and landed in trees. He
sald he was going to do it again as aoou as he got out of tha castes. He did, too. I
guens free fall pust be addicting.

Your experience sounds a lot more professional. I guses that is the way it works.
Someons tries something that turns out to bs fun. He tells some others who bring
more pecple along. Preity soon, if 1t 1s dangerous enough, someons comes up with
the idex of regulaticns, and pretiy soon, what used to be people jumping into trees
bscauss their pilot guessed wrong turms into a well thought~out process that allows
poople to experience something like skydiving in as safe a mammer as can be devised.

Your articls didn’t give me the idea that you are as addicted as the kid wiith the
cast on hls arg or old scar face, butifI“nmns. ha.wm It sure does look
1lke a very exciting thing to do,

((I don’t really know if I1l actually go agels, though I'w considering it. And
that kid wamn®t & fanatic -~ after all, didn’t you say that he walted till
the ceate came off to go agaln?

Looks 1like Ty Hare and iich Rellly agres with you that the Iress wvar ain’t over
yet. I'll wear these guys down soonexr or later, though.

How about 1t, Maxk Berch? Ain explunation of the term “demo game™, please?

Sadly, the "btatch of feuds on the horizon" seems to have hit, I sensead them
coping & few months ago, too. The hobby, as always, will survive. Thank goodness.))

From Rich Rellly (7/24/84):

Dear BRIKX,

Ive been moaning to writs you a l.ettar for some time m. tut haven®t been ahle
to get aromd to it...umtll now, of course. I°ve besn doing a terrible Job writing
leotters lately; I just never feel llke doing it, I should be writing Diplomacy letters
right now, tut...well, I sort of feel like my interest in posial Diplfmacy 1s fading.
Probably it°11 only be teaporary; 1t’s & Teeling I°ve had befom. In the meantine,
ny negotiaticns and press suffer. 1

Dave Kleiman (publisher of that sxcellent sine, Tho Diplomat) may well have the
good fortune to meet your humble narzator in the very near s 28 & friend and 1
will bs travelling east, sometime in early or ald-August. The friend, one of my
beat, has acadenic matiers tc taks care: of at Purdus University in Lafayette, Indiana,
and has invited me to drive back there with him. Lafayette, as you prodably kmow, '
iz only about an hour (I°ve besen told) from Indlanapelis, and thus from Dave. I
cextainly intend to drive up and vislt - the friend, unfortwmately, is not into

" Diplomacy -~ and 2o Dave will become the first of the non-Idahoian diplomats ioc meet

Richard Reilly. Of course, he and Lori mnight be sorry ihat they ever allowed me into
their home (better keep Whiskers hidden, Dave!). I'm looking forward to mesting all
three of thea.

I've recently begun reading H.C. Iiclls° QOutline of History, a most interesting
Mkt and that reainds mo...

H.G. Wellsj Josus Christ; Amtotlo; John Adams; Benjamin Franklin,

That’s ay historical 1list of five people I°d 1like to invite %to dinner...inspired,
of cowrss, by Steve and Ruth’s liats. Actually, several of those on Steve’s liat were
second choloes for me. If Aristotile couldn®i make it, I'd ask Socrates or perhaps
Flato.

1 won’t give you a contemporary lm...ﬂ.t would look silly compared to Ruth®s,

Five books I°d like to have with me dn an uninhabited island? Surprissy two
of Huth’s are also on ny 1list...
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H.G. Wells ~~ The Outline of History
¥illiam Shakespsare -~ Conplete Works
JeBR.He Tblmn - The LOJ‘.'ﬂ. of the Rms
Mark Twain ~- Compiete Works

Charles M, Schulz ~- Peanuis Classics

Five games 1°d 1ike to have with me if I were on a desarted lsland with six oiher
castlgways:

Third Relchj; Powers and Perils; Goj Chess; Dinlomacy.

(Actually, Diplomacy might not be such & good game {0 have; everybody'd probehly
vind up hating each other.)}

Mve aibmme I°d 1ike to have with me A I were alone on a deserted island wlth
ny sterec (and electricity): ‘

The Doores - Welrd Scunes Inside the Gold Mine

Pink Floyd -~ The Wall

Jezus Christ Supersiar

Simon and Carfunkel's Greatiest Hitse

The Muslc of Cosmos

A8 you can see, 1°nm xeally gstilng into the spirit of lisi-making here. For some
reason, ii's fun. Five video tapes 1°d like itn have with me 3f I were on a desertsd
island with a TV, tape player, and electriclity:

Star ¥srsy) The Life and Times of Judge Roy Beany The Graduate; Flanet of the Apes;
Flidlex on the Roof.

Five foode I'd 1ike to fiod growing on the trwes of thls deserted imland:

Speghettl (Mowm's)y Pizna {Pepperoni and Itallan Saussge); Apple Pls (again, Mom's);
Chocolate Shakesy M1lk,

Five women I°d like to have with me on this islands P FéAdYs FuASN Vidddits
PNSHTL DHdds WHALHA FAIAMATAY KARAVAE MRS . rctedly, theze‘e only one female who
should be on that list, but she doesn’t know it yeit, 50 I won'i nawe her. {(Lord K77))

Hell, you're probeitly getiing tired of all those lists, a0 let?s nove cn to a few
other matters, First of all, concerning people who try to drive other peopls out of
the holuby...they make me sick, and I°d like to see all such people driven out themselves,..
seriously, I can’t understand thess peopls. 1 certsinly hope 1 cen avold making any
snspins in: this hobby, For that reason, I intend o avold sver saylng anything coniro-
versial in a dlpsine. I’em not in this hobby to argus with people; just the opposite.
I'n guite pleased tc have made some good friende through the mall. BSo don't ocount on
me to argue about pollitics or ethics or houserules or religion or any such noassnse,
(*Nonsense" in the sense that nome of 1t belong= in a dipsine.) (Well, maybe discussions
of houserules are okay...) No matter how much I may disagves with some Jerk about
scmeihing, I'11 let it pmss, Argulng Just ain’t worthwhile.,..

How watch somebody attack something I°ve sald in this latiter, At the least, I
supposé & 1ot of people are gonys think I'm pretty welyd. I certainly thought some of
the items on Steve®s and Ruth®s iilsts wsre weird (not meaning to be offensive; I almo
found them quite interesting). But then, I suspect most Doomles are rather strange.

So who wants to be nomal? (I can®t imagine anything more boring.)

YD 1s still my favorite zilne, despite the arguing.

S, The woxd "droog™ 18 from A Clockwork Orange by Anthony Burgess. It’as hardly
derogatory; "droog” means “frisnd®.

, PPS. You haven't won the prese war yet, BRUX. I%ve still got three dlvisions ready
oxr battls,

((I wish I had room to give this letter the reply it deserves. I agres with you
on poople who try to drive peopls fram the hobby; disagrse on the Joys of argulng,
provided an lssue is being debeted. And I was zeally disappointed to read that your
interest in postal Dip ie fading., You're forever famous thanks to RIGKL...)}

Letters held over till mext month (sorry sbtout that) from; Simon Billenness,
Jeff Noto, Michael Lee, Steve Knight, James Early, John Pack, kevia Stons, Conrad
Minshall, and Steve Howe, Sorxrry, Just no more time this month...



A Vieii from Joan 4—3

Last weekend I had the plsasure of meating for the firet time one of my very best
hobpy friends, Joan Extrom, and her husbend Deadwood (nicknamed Kea) and baby daughter
Samantha. I bhad besn looking forward to this for a long time, Joan and I have been
close for over a year now, talking and corresponding very frequenily, and I was
dying tc meet hexr. I arzanged everything with ny boss: there was no probles with
ny taking off work on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday. Ruth Glaspey, who had met Joan
Just a few days before I was to do @0, had t0old me that I was in for a real treat. I
was not to be disappointed.

On Sunday, July 29, I drove down to Kathy Bymne‘s apartnent to plck up Joan,
Deadwood, and Samanthe, Relatlons with the Flushing crew being what they are, I had
arranged 4o meet Joun downsialrs from the aparimsnt, so our first meeting took place
on the sldewalks of New York. Joan had been dsathly 111 for several fays but thankfully
was nearly better by the time I got there. Nonetheless Usadwood, who had originally
planned to go stralight to Ithaca from Flushing, decided 1o oomeée along and help take
care of Samantha till Joan felt totally up tc the chores of parenthood again., He
gnded up staying till Tuesday, and desplte the ciroumeiances, I'am glad I got to meet
Traffic wvas very heavy in The Bronx, but we finally made it out of the city and
heanded up the Thrusay to Alex’s house in Hannacroix, Joan had enjoyed many of Alex’s
articles in the past and was eager to meet her. Ws stopped in for perhaps an hour
and had drinks, enjoyable couversatlon, and overall a very good time. Samuntha
particularly got a kick out of meeling Alex’s dog Balley, who 1s large and very
friendly. Alex’s father lent ma & oot which wae to come in very handy for the next
threes nights. Ve got to hear an earful about Al’s trip to Spaln. Joan had vislted
3pain ‘oo, wismg she was Alex"s age.

Ae we lefi Alex’s house, Joan excolaimed, “What nlioe pecpls!™ -~ a typicoal reaction
for someone whe has Jjust visited the Lord famm for the firat time. Then we headed up
to Albany to meet my mother and sister., There we had refrechmenta, including toasted
cheese sandwiches, hefore hesding for Dalton and ending a long day. Upon getting home,
wa wWere all qulte axhausted and went atraight to bed.

Monday morning found Joan feeling much better and Xen declded he would stay one
more day. Joan took » nap in the late morning while Ken went down to meet my next
door neighbors (whom I have never metl). The little girl next door had a wading pool,
which of course made Samantha very happy as the weather was rather hot and humid,
Joan and I had arranged 10 call Melinda Holley on luanch hour, &0 at the appointed
time X woke up Joan and we had a very entertaining chat with Melinda, with whom
nelther of us had ever spoken. Then we were off to a local restaurant for lunch,
shere we met Grouch (Jim) Makuc. : Joan and Grouch spent much of lunch discussing how
they are planning to secrsily zlly in their Whitestonla geme and dominate the board.

Monday after noon, Samantha dspided to pursue a new hobby record and spilled her
Cheerios on my floor twice. This was only the beginning, too; by Wednesday she had
clearly established herself as the undisputed world champlon in this event with
a grand total of four such Cheerio mishaps. GCeneral Mills really should change their
name to General Spille. Anywny, Joan and Samantha went into the bedroom for another
nap and Deadwood spent the afternoon masssoring me at backgammon.

Upon awakening, Jomn, who is & notorious heslth food nut, came up and very calmly
asked me whether there was a Kentucky Fried Chicken in town. After they revived me
fron my faint with a few splashes of cold water, we piled into the our and headed to
the local KFC. Followlng thia, we drove over to: visit my cousins Rob and Jill Proskin,
Joan kept referring to Jill as “"Jane", Now where on earth did she ever some up with
a name like “Jane Proskin"? We spent & very enjoyable evening there. Samantha got
along famously with the kids, Danny and David. David is Just ter days older than
Semantha. Joan later teld ms that she really loved meeting Rob znd Jill and that it

was great for Samantha to get to play with Danny and David, sc we ended up going there




agaln the next night, But I'm getilng ahsad of mysslf.

Tuesday meraing, Joan was almost entirely recovered fiom her illness, eso we tcok
Ken to ithe bue suetiion and shlpped him off to Ithaca. Then Joan and Samantha and I
went to lunch at the NHew England Chowdexr Hovsa, where Samantha made friends with a
very nice waltress, Upon cur arrlval back home, Mike Barno called to talk
‘o me and Joan, He trled to talk %o Sananibs as well, but all she would do was
hold the phone up ic her ear and flash hinm 2 nice blg grin., Then Joan and Saasntha
wont in for thelr neyp, and I did tiw sane.

weter In the aftermoon, we all awoke and Joan and I had a long talk about the
hotby in general an: zrevris - in particular. I had sarlier promidsd to take hexr out
to dinner whon she came to visit, so that night I treated Joan and Samantha to
Polynesian .. food at & local restaursnt called the Luau Hale. Joan®s lo mein was
svperb, but I found I didn't care for the lychse duck I had ordsred, Following dlnner
and anothar visit tv Gob and Jill’s, we went hack to my place and I gave Joan a slide
show Prom my 1976 trip avound ithe country. Hob came over to see this, too. Then it
#ab late. sc Rob lelt and we all went to bed. I offered to give Joan a dsmonstration
of Just what I couid 32 wlth ay, uh, veuwoductive equipment, but she was too tived.
Oh well. Another iime. she®l]l get to mse my ditto machine ir actlon.

Yednesaday moraltg, I recelved a rude introductlion to the joys of taking care of
an 13-mogth~0ld. Jeesn had left me and Samantha veading The Little Red Hon while ehe
went in o take a sbowar. Halfuay through the Yook, I smelled s horrible; familiax
smell.

“Whe's pooping in thelr diapser?” I thundered.

"Hol I," sa’dd the duck.

“Not IL,* sald he ¢mi.

“Not I,” said the uvig.

That left Samantha. Having had no experisncs &n the art of dlaper-changing, I
qulckly called Joan vut of the ahower to handle this emergency. Samantha had pooped
the poop of & lifetine. and it was all over averything: the cheir, her lags, her
tack, the floor, and so on. Jo into the bathiub she went. MNuch later, Joan finally
got to take her shover as I again read to Samentha, whe just sat there with the most
mischlevous litile grin on her face. 1 have this thecry now thai bables develop their
sense of humoxr even wfore their ability to utiexr & word., After Joan showered, sho
packed up as Saganthy and I played cards (reads 352-card plckup).

On cur way lnmto Albany, we listened to FMR 50 on my car cassatte. Joan was
in the mood for pie, 20 I treated her and Ssaantha to lunch at Grandma’s Fle Shop
in Albany. Then I tock them downtoun to the Empire State Plaza (also known as the
South Malls 1t's Allany’s blggest touwrdst attractlon), where I°d taken several otber
Doomles before oa theiyr visiis to Albeny. There wase a falr bit of wallking lnvolved,
s0 I carvied Ssmantha in a backpack, the first time 1°d ever done thls. Joan was
particularly interssted ia the Shaker Museum, snd we also got to ses the New York
Stats Museum, a frse uovie, and the vlew fxom the obwervation deck at the top of the
t2-atory tower which dominates Albeny’s skyline. Eric Kane and Alex and I had once
gotten lost in the parking loi hepye, bdut Joan and Samantha and I had no such prohlen
a3 we left,

Next stop was Burbers Faseoff's apartasnt to visit her and her flance Simon
Blllenness, who publiches the Eritish zine Inflammatory Material. Joan was impressed
with how obviously in love Simon and Barbars are. I duwo. It wasn’t so odbvious to
me, At least, nct $1l1 I°d been there about ten seconds. Simon was kind snough to
glve Joan & copy of his latest lsmsue. And while we wers there, I recalled out loud a
Jjoke that Joan had told me earlier. It concems & hearse that Is driving up a long
hill on the outskirts of a city, when all of a sudden the back door of the vehicle
f1ies opsn and the coffin rolls out the back, and down the hill all the way back into
the city., It reachas an intersection, makes & sharp right twrnm, rolls down the maln
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sirest of town. Stop me Af youve haard thie one. Finally it reaches s drug stours,
turns and rolls into the place, and rolls right up onto the countexr. Then the 1lid
opens, the corpse sits up and eays to the druggist... )

Dmmn, I dldn’t mean to get off on that tapgent, By ths time we left Simon and
Barvara, 1t was evenring, so we hatded to my mother®s house for supper, where Joan
snjoyed her first home~-cooked meal -~ & turkey dinner -- in over a week. Then we
piled into the car one last time and I took Joan to the motel where she had arrangoad
to meet her In-laws. Regretfully, we sald our goodbyes, and I left her and Samantha.

I belleve Jras rezlly enjoyed evexyore she met here elther in person ox over the
shones ny mother and sister, Alex pnd her parents, Simen and Barbara, Mike Barno,
Melinda Yolley, Grouch, Rob and Jill, Dapny and Devid, Maybe sven me! ifter ell,
she did invite me %o come to Orvegon for a week next year.

Deadwocd iz & great guy whe I really enjoyed geiting to know, and Ssmantha is a
lovely baby. As for Jomu, whal can I say? Just what I told hexr when we parted, 1
guess. She's e wonderful friend, end she®s a very speclal person. The hobby and the
world could vse a faw more 1lks har.

The vislt produced a fuw aotable quotes:

"That’s Mari: Lusdi?! Ha ha ha he ha..." -~ Joan, looking at the Dip FPhoto Album

"Uh ohl® ~. Samantha

*Sounds 1ike you nesd a vacation from your vacatlon!" - Debble Loxd, upon lezrning
of Joan®s iliness

"How can I siop this coffint" -~ Joan

“K-K-K~-Kentucky F-Fried yhat?t" — me

"Uh ohl" ~-= Samenthe

y& bye,; Stuenthsl™ -~ Danny Proskia

“I"l:!. let yocu roli again if you wani, You don’t want o open with a 6-1" «- Deadwood

"Now, here®s how we'rs going to wisc out Cathy and Melinds...” = Grouch

*That’s OR-A--GUY, you Basterner!" - Joan, o Rob

"You {{Simon;) introduced Cathy Cunuing to the hobby in Englend, I met her in
Datroit, she stayed with you {{(Jnan)) in Oregon, and aow hers we =11 are in Albanuy.
Small world!®™ ~- a2

“lh oh!" w- Spanethe

“Enough telk aboui these hobby feuds, Let's talk ahut something simpler -~ 1like
woxld poilties.™ ~- Joan

"Isn’t Uncle BRUX welrd, Samantha?" e JOBI

rone

Gelly, this lssue 413 wind up getting a bit mors pleasant toward the end, what
with ihe lssi few letiaxs and the above article. I°m glad. This ls the type of
iesue T had hoped rever to publish mgain. I apologize to anyone who didnt like it
(and In sure that's most of you). Sometimes, thinge cannot go wunansweved.

IMPORTANT NOTEs On page 46, slready dittoed, T gave August 2% as the deadline for
the Doomis of the Year Contest. This ls wiong. The correst deadline is Sepi. 21.

i guess by now even the casual readers will be aware of the exror...

I°d like to make oue last pitch for material for my fifth supish, and it must be
in pretty scon. I need...articles...letters...responses. to the “Flayer Ethics"
article in YD #97...%rioons...Doanle of the Year entrlss...and you RIGEL players
know what I want from youl Please help outy I don’t have many contributions as of
this typing. It's up to x_gua.adon“c leave 1t all to someons else...de you want this
i00th issue to be a really good one, or just some run-of-the-mill piddling 60-pager?
Fleasa halp out.

What elee? Oh, I just got ihrown out of Berssglieri for saying that it was “perhaps
the weakest zine I'm cuxrenily receiving.” I guess that means it"s no longer the wezkest
Zine I'm currenily receiving. () That's OK, Tom, I 3till think you're kinda neat.
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whis 18 the official announcement of the Doomie of the Year contest for 1984, I've
decidad to rm the contes: early thls year =0 as to get ihe wesuitis lnw my fifth
annish. Apologles to Mark Berch, whose reign will be thovefore shortened by two months.
The winners in pmvious years wers Bob Olser lu 1980, Gerry Hamlin in 1981, Alex
Lord in 19682, and Hark Parch in 31983. Previcous wianers xey not win, althovgh essays
about them willi bs cheserfully printed.

For newcomers in the audience the object of this coatest ls o write a numorous,
satlirical, or Just plaln llghtheartad essay about the perscn who you feel d2serves the
title, "Ioomie of iiw Year, 1984*, The subject of your article may be any person who
has baan mentlioned prominsntly in VD over the course of ihe last year, and the article
should stress in some way his or her involvement. From amorg the eatries recelved, I
w11l choose a flrst prize and & second prizs, and prict these as well as possibly
othern. Flrst prize will recaive four fres lasues of VD, while second will recelr
£five frec issuss! The authora got the issuea; not the sub;ject.s of the articlas,
Entries will be Judged on the guality of the writisg and the deserviangness of the
norinee. The ceadline for this contast is Friday, August 24, 1984,

Who #l1l e ihe winner in 19847 You dacide!

Brad Wilson, for elleciting the longest response over o a latier in the Gouvslp Column?
Steve night, for eniterteining the masses with his fabulosus "Press Ware” relezas?
£d Wrobel, for officially haviug VD as his fzvorite zine?

Ty Hare, for dragging his terrible faco all tha way soroes the SA to BRUXOON?
John Pack, i'cr wrl<ing that quser latitarx?

Joan Extroa, for vislt mg B1X for irree daye -- and escaping aliver

BRUX himseif, for runaing conlssits like ithls one and being a general welrdo?
Steve Hutlon, for letilrg his zine zarve as a proving ground for YD's great ldear?
Stave Lapgley, dor winniveg the Quotes Coniesi?

Bric hane. For his vitier inabllliy o comprehend ERIKian Hovseruwle Theory?

Dave Kleimar, ror putting hls HIGEL opronents in Jecpardy?

R E R E R E.

Or maybe 1%"11 be scmeone 8lse ~- Samanths Corbin, John Eelley, Rod Walker,
Nelson Helntzman, John HacFarlane, Ruth Glaepey, or who kuows? Why, 1t could even
be Judy Winsome! That’e up o you readsrs. Get ocut those ypens and start ¢ busting on
your favorite Doomie now!

And remember, 1t's all in fwn. BRUX

Bruce Linsey
73 Aghuelot St., Apt. 3
Dalten, Mi 01226

Youxr sud explrss wlith lssue # }2



