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The 'Band enclosed with thise 1ssuo is fz‘qn Jones Baach- bnrﬁuhg Islpnd, - I picked o
it up especially for you whily et KaneKon bmuaa rI uin gcu %o be' able to ghare
in the oxperience. . .

“ And XaneKon waz indoed a blasg thig. yga;,. t%gp,}ng Mere Eric Kaps. (n,aturqlly). -
Dave Lincoln and his kide Rebecca and Brysn, J exguson, Brian Lorber, Steve

Brooks, Ken Halpezn, Steve Hutton (who rods down with me), Fhil Dancause, Scott
Cameron, Kevin Stone, Nick Felella, and some other Great Ne:..k locals whose names

escape me now, I believe that write~upe wil)l appear in Anduln and No Fixed ddresa

if you want more details. The trip to Jones Beach was just ope of the highl

we played many different games and went cut to eat .at pany different, mstaurants.

Games played included Acquire, Civillsation, Score Four. Fapily Business, Trivial
Pursuit, and Diplomacy, though I didn't get involved in any gemes of Dip. I had a

very successiul con in terme of game Tesults, winning ono of the two Acquire games,
finishing second in Farily Business, winnlng:Bcore Four,. doing very well in an
unfinished game of Civilization, and wimning at Trivial Pursult with Xevin Stone as

my partner. But moxe ilmportantly, I and everyons else had a great time. KaneKon is

my favorite con. There 1s none of the nastiness that has merred other east coast

cons in recent months, And, I see thmt I forget to mentlon that we alsc played s
marathon game of Hail Barmo. I didn't win that.ons,. but fur a time it looked promising.:,
I'd never played the gsne to conclusion befom. y uaad to:own a copy-of the game; <
but sold it. Now I intend to purchase it again, ‘along with Civ. T,hanks to Eric and
his parents for putting us up and shonipg ug A g::eg.t Tinme,

Last issue was read with considerable igterest by sevaml oi the paopla 1n Ry
office. One, a girl named Ida. C'.a.mm wanted. to. know whether Highfleld is: for - g
real. Cenerally JD is read by my boss Tony and ons-or - two. of my other co-workers who -
enjoy it; last issue received wider cireulation thqm,.. - It was, well, flattering to
know that some of them found it Mtamstingg e8pscially when I pause and consider that
these people are by and large normal. ' And, T should kdd, extremely nice. One of the =
girls baked up a bunch of chocolata cupeakes for my b:l::thday last week, a bunch of ‘
the people got me a nice caxd, and we had a, 1ittle pavty right there in the officeson
August 16 when I tumad 29. Rwae neat. I'll maka Jthen honorary Doomies, I think,

The Volce of Doom is a Joumal of posta.l Diplouxacy published every now and then
by Bruce Linssy, 73 Ashuelot St., Apts 3, Dalten, MA 01226, Phone. (413) 6840567,
Subs are 10 issues for $5.00. Standbys are wantsd. There ate nc game openings,

Diplomacy is a reglstered tmgemark for a g :lnventcd Allan B. Calhamer and
copyrighted by Avalon Hill, h MLP by -

The deadline for all games contained Qli_érgi_n is Sepctenbaa: 28,__: 1984,
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Hobbytalk Z

Zines continue to trickls in slowly as the summer takes 1is toll on people’s
hobby-related activitiss. Seversl haven’i been seen here in qulte & while as I type
this, including Cathy's Ramblings, Festungs Hof, Baglug Mein, and Magus. MNagus' |
delay is dus to Steve and Daf Lungloy's move to a now home, and Steve was also qulte
sick receritly. Hops things are better now, Steve, and goed luck to both of you in the
new place.

Late slso is High Plains Gonzo as Jaks has had a rough time of it lately, including
sn intestinal operation. I spoke with him recently and he’s beiter now. Stzaight
Froa the Dimmer‘s Mouth 3s months overdue and may have folded, I wmderstand from a
Becondrmnd Source. Meanwhile, Simon Billenuess informs me that The Acolyte In Greal
Britain has folded suddsnly, but he had no details. I hope everythinz’s OK with
Pets and Kathryn Tamlyn. Acclyte will be greatly missed here,

Have I missed any? Undoubtedly. On to more positive things. Tha British Zine
Poll results are oul, and perennial winner (reatest Hite has slipped, astenishingly,
to a position in the twentles. Hopscoich was thie year's winner, followed by NMR!.
See any of several Britlsh zines or probauly Europe Express for more dstalled results.

Anduin #34 1is out and contains an entertaining writsup of KaneKon, far better
then the one you just read. FEric will be publishing his third anniversary issus this
month, z1nd is considering folding since college will be taking up hls time. Eric,
that®s a horrible idea! How am I going to deal with the withdrawal symptoms if you
fold? Flease keep it coming -~ I'm sure & large uumber of peopls will miss you
otherwise. KaneXon will continue next year, however, and I will most probally be
going as usual, KaneXon is my favorite con.

The Diplomat #30 contains a brief statement by Dave Xleiman, stating that he has
no intsrest in reading all of the controversial items that have teen appearing in
zines lately. Curlously, I agree (referring, of course, to feud-iype controversies. )
T will comment here only that it's easy to say thet smort of ihing, and to practice it
as well, when you yourself aren’t under attack,

Miles of Bad Road #27 came in the form of a beer can, bighlighting Luedi's
typloally fertile imagination. An insert with the issue promises me that as one of
hie "Darling 23", I will bs recelving TMoBR #28. From the descriptlon he gave, this
promises to be a rather unusual issue, and most of his subbsxs won't be getting 1t.
I'11 let you know what it's all about next issue, 1£ 1 get it in time.

Diplomscy Digest #82 has an excelleni summary of both sldes in the dispute surrounding
whether the games run on Wes Ives' Wordworks are ‘yarisnts. My own opinion is that
they axe. Then again, as bas been said here in the past, I bellieve thai all elecironic
neil games ave varlants. Look, I know that remark isn‘t going to go down well with
the PEEM folks out there, but the play 1s fimdamentally differenti than Play-by-mall,
If you ask me to get specific and pinpoint the difference, I can*t - it's just a
radically different flavor, that's all. And I'm no neo-lLuddite who feels threatened
by the Age of Computers, either. I'm a profesalonal compuler programmer. But I
still figger them games is variants. .

Sleeplses Knights #35 contalng ssveral lettexp protesting the perticularly nasty
Foot in Mouth that had appsared in #34, though Dave Carter still seeme himeelf to be
clinging to the belief that Carusq's "humor" is fumny.

In Pol 81 Fie #1508, Randolph Smyth gives the yesults of the Runestons Poll in
detall, inciluding those szines/sulsjines/Ms that didn’t make the main liste. I see
that somebody out there voted YD'g Gossip Column a "6" &8 a sulzine, Well, whoever
you ave, thanks much -- ya wise guy! Randolph aiso indlcated that ke'd dsclded to
scrap hls plans to publish a prefarence matrix of the results, since it would take an
auful lot of time, Sc the resulls you've read in VD #97 and elsswbere are final.

Feullletonist's Forum #1 arrived with a note from Greg Ellis acrawled on the
inside covers "Is Gerry Ferraxo really Kathy Byrne in disgulse? Ox maybe John C.
in drag? I hope neither, since they have enough Diplomacy experience to pull off =
coup, Somehow, with the remarks she's made so far, I doubt that she is o diplomat.”

Me too, Greg. But I wish that Gexry were Kathy. After all, isn‘t 1t true that most




vica~presldents are nsver heard from agein?

Frobvogy. #5 contains an explanmatlion of how Jeff Richmond prrints hia z2ine -- on a
large nainfrase computer called a Sigma 9. I1'd never heard of it., Frolugz is
pexrbaps the best lco zine out these days, with printing as clear as any magazine,
graphios, and right tifioation.

Maxk Frueh is ths winner of the 1984 Nixon Award for the outstsnding use of 1lles
in a Diplomacy game, snd Murd‘ring Ministexs #72 contains his acceptance spsech.
Congratulations, Marki

B nwbexr something-or-other (he uses this "Volwue XXX, Numbsr YYY" system
0 0o what number the isswe 1s) Anforms us that its pulillisher is the
same Fred Davis who received two heart {treansplents in Augusts, Georgla. Well, I'l)
believe him, I guessy but tha Fred Davis I know 13 all heart!

Ths photo contest anewered in Express #36 shows a man and a woman, both |
in costimes, eo that I couldnt tedl they were, Howsver, on luspection, 1t appears

thst&eh holding and suppoxrting hexr. Why didn't I guess that that was Ed Wrolel and
his T ‘ '

Midlife Crisis #15 contains a siatemeni from Terry Tallman about grumpy hobbylste:
*Those growl the loudest are listened to the least.” 4 very obssrvant bit of
self-analysis there, Texry. . ) . :

Q;;&%:Znonman'm of Poot in Mouth, and plenty of good reading as
woll., The 8 is heavily oriented toward the ¥ &t Mob, basically a friendly
bunch of folka., I called MadCon cn Memorial Day weskend, and got to spesak with &
number of those pressnt. Everyons was so friendly. Maybe I'1l Join Mike Barmo and
apply for honorary membership in the Mod. Of course they'd take me. I Just don't
belong in the ZEasi Coast Cligue, ‘ _

! 1s ons sine that doemn't want for imagination. Shortly following the
arrival of nwmber 50 on casettis tape, 51 arrived with a supposedly 3-D cover! Quite a
few of the letters deal with the full frontal cover that appeared on issus 48, I
for one enjoyed it, and hops thai another like it will soon appear. I understand
that Libertsxyean aleo had a nude female featured. Well, sincs this seems to be the
trend, ‘551: your eyes open for my next lsswe -~ although 1t's doubtful that the
photo I's ithinking of ruaning will make ths fyont page. I'11 only give you one
hint ~- 1t's a nude picture of a female hobby meabezr., Any gussses out there?

o]

I wish I oould read Dutoh so that I oould understand my copy of O 35. 1It's
appevent that the hobby is large and weli-entrvenched in The Nethexrlaunds. issue
is a whopping 36 pages long, and contains the afors-mentioned Rritish Zine Poll results.

No Fixed Address #21/22 includes a hilarious play by Steve Hutton, whose plays
, : )8, people liaten. (Croooan...) NFA also features
oryptic puskles with each issue, and which I find vexry challenging. I'm the first

~style sine), I would recommend it for play. Steve
: The it #29 comtajned & listing of the entire contents

of Ty Have's brain, That's by . » my.-copy of that page was totally blank! Hee,
In Ths Little DL #10, & gubsine to The Prince, Stephen Wiloox aske the question,
"Do GMs affeat the play of the | %‘uuhy attaching ssason headlines to their adjudications?”
He adds that "I hswe never seen a distussion on. thias subject and would 1ike to get one
8olng heze.” Gée, that sounds like an interesting topic. I wish I'd thought of
it first. (\ Alas, I won't be getting to see any more coples of TuD. Jim Meinel
mwmmu%%. naking it unavailabls to everyons except
players and standdys. My refund - E #as enclosed with the isswme, -

Yolos of Docw #99, Just out, hed to curtall its "Hobbytalk" column for the second

issus in a row, BRUX promises a big one for his ﬁéfth annish next month, however.




Like closkwork af always..it's the VD GAMES!!Y e o "'; e

DON'T YOU THINK THIS GAME IS GETTIHG KIND OF STALEv ﬁATE.'?

Winter 1914 _

ENGLAND: Build F LVP : s

FRANCE: even - SR R et

GERMANY: Build A KIE SR S e A

ITALYs NBR! lﬂll play one short. f SRR el oo '

RUSSIA: even  ° P e UL TR e e
TURKRY: ewen e é é“-'ﬂ'f"»’:f:%-' a ‘ oo Gl R A Ut I "L st
Spring 1915 s
ENGLAND (Ansoff)s F_IPT-Mid (F NAT 8), F LV Fm 8 *Russmt A 81:3‘ R S AR
FRANCE (Williams); F BoE S A Ges, A GAS S I-MAH PR i i

GERIANY (Hittzmnd): ABERH (F BAL S, A KIE 8), A Bu_:g 8 ?mcn A cas, A &ua s A Bur. o
_ ¥ ENG smmym-am
ITALY (Homrwn)s F MID 8 TURKISR F Spafnc)iCas;- P POR' s ¥ rnd. FWES S F ma.
Haz 8 A Mun-Bur. (a—.mp » A MAR U’. A m 8 A max, ‘A xw-—zm =
A_Ti0-Mun (A BOH- s) I _ Ty
RUSSIA gaeyarlein); A STP H ‘
TURKEY (Leritte): F SPA(nc)-Gas, F m s ITA:,;IAN F nyi, A PRu-Bex, A HOS-StP (A VN &).
- X Sev-TKR, A Buls=RiM, F m H, ng&zm, 5.6 'KL"wWarT? Lm

A SIL S ITALIAH A T:,Mun

LT ?‘ e o . e 5.

Gare Notes: George Leritta has mtmad a8 Turhy. ; _Tha.nkis wuch %o Pat Cﬂnlon for .
the standby orders and press, whihh turned out to bte unneeded, -

The Itallan ordar for A Mar is invalid, as the ty;:e of unilt was not étafaa. The =
orders for the Turkish units in War and Gal ‘bat.h fall ‘bacauee ‘two units may mot
excha.nge places without a convoy.

AV/AVT draw proposed 1&8‘3 season” d!.ci ‘not paks. Proposed for next. season -
are an E draw and an I/T d:raw- mm vatel_ by next da 1 ine. SR foa

Preasss

ek b

R
1
JJ

GEBMANY to ENCLAND: I @t a huild! T aot a, ‘bun.i:! or cogxeé T Had to #aiX the Y
orders where I rememiured the xetypat too lite to mest the’ Mi&% and ﬂ?e‘?: W e
Turkey to NMR and Ttaly hot to atisck Kiel, “But 1% wid'Worlh Ltf TR TTE LTy
TURKEY to GERMANY: Here's your d:raw propoaal Lot's ‘sae ’you vote nd ‘to _Vftq S

In Diglomacx Horld 438, Mark B?rch writes that "I helieve th&t ' wu.t m:dmd 0. o i
move cannot be suppm in place tﬁ:mpl: ‘becenee the Mayaz bas. chogen, on inspossibla .

sf%

order." 1n other words, hs.eays thatjan qrdez-of. é‘ MidHoX uwld pravent any- atMPth; 1%
to support F Mid in place. . Ho m mtmnmd ﬂith the. W TR
In Yoice of Doom #29, .oF uﬂ&ﬁ@ﬂ&@ yseryle. ahove.,. ,u ey
ruling, Mark wrota, "A ForePar 1s.an ﬂl&*ﬂtﬁ@ﬂ &8 Bueb; 1Y 'otends An 44803 !
(zule VII.%) and thus:can -be-supporied,..-.Ih's hest to; ook, ak.any: Alegal ordey 28
the zeme as an unordered plece, l.e. {both Mmm ,and we Imow from HWQ,S ;ng,g:
that unordsred units can be supportedss.” -
Thus, the Master of Diplomacy Logic has c;;nnsad bis;a&nd op t.his v&ta.; pnint.
Now, some might argue that thia is because he -too.is ¢nly Taman, byt I diaa@a The . ;.
malmmnforthismfﬂinghmmtbatnuklm:wamu Bight.nark‘? o




QUASAR ! 19824E

GERMAN COMEBACK HOPES NEALT SEVERE BLOW!

Summer 1912

AUSTRIA: A Tyo © TRI

ENGLAND: A Gal r UKR

TURKEY: A Sev z ARM

Fall 1912 . -

AUSTRIA (TLucas); 4 TrA~TYD (A VEN S, A VIE S), A ROM S A Ven, A BUD S A Vie

ENGLAND {Glaspey):; A Ukr-WAR (A LVN S, A MOS 8), A Sev=Ukr (aun), F TYR-lom,
A BUH S FREESCH 4 Mwm, P XIE K.i!r"m. , F BAL H, ¥ Nifi H

FRANCE (Burd)s A MNUX H, F NAP S ENGLISH F Tyr-TIon, K TN 'S EXGLISH ¥ Tyr-Ion,

F 7Y0-Tyr, A TUS H (A PIE 8)
GERMANY (Yowerton): A Waxr H (ds r Pru, 811, OTB), A %-m {ann), A S43-BOH

PURKEY (Sweensy): P JON S BENGLISH P ap {N30) Ion, P AEG S F Ion,
A Bul-RUM, A Rum- %E\F‘ BLA S, A ARM 8), A CAL-Ukr

Suppl.y Centexr Charts

AUSTRTA: vie, Tri, BUD, Ser, Ven, Rum 6, duild 1

FNGLANRD s HOM. 381, NWQ ]hn. Iblg Stpp Sm-. HOB’ m. BER, WAR 13. md Ll' (m for 3)
FRANCE: !loms, Twm, For, Spa, MUY, NAP 8, build 2

GERMARY: XNd, ¥4, W, )(% 0, remove 2 (out)
TURKEY: Home, Bul, Grs, Rum, Sev, M. ¥l 7, vemove 1

Presss

CONSTANTINOPLE to WORLU: Be it known far and wide that the besotten heathen in command
of the Austrian milltary forces — the so-called Archduke of Hardosp -~ has violated
Turklsh sovereign texritories YLy supporting the sttacks of forelgn powers on loyal
Turklsh wmits; has attacked despite the wllling evacuation of Turkish foxces froam
Budapest; has rafused correspondence from His Emlnsnce and killed ibe bYearer of mame;
has openly communicated with enemy foreign powsrs; has moved hls =mllitary forces so
a8 to threaten Turkish colonies and has refused t¢o renew forelgn trade agresments.

Be it Imown that a1l military support of Austrian forces shall oease wntil such
time a& one (or more) of the follawing conditions are metis

1) Austrian foroes arrange the zeirieval of Naples or a comparabie colony;

2) Rearrangevent of Amtzo-usg@:g.m forces to facs the obvious E/F threat.

3) Re-opsn negotiations on a ‘perdonal level yith the Sultan gfter providing a
sultable hostage as guarantes of gpod falth. =

As Allah has spolen, through the mouth of His Sultan, so shall it be done!
CONSTANTINOPLE to WARSAW: German pocupation of this city will probably cease shortly,
very shortly, and I also believe -- your existencg. Goodhye again, Msr. Howerton -
we were too far to be friands and far too close tg he enemies!
COoN to LON3 I do hellisve Germany was “Byme‘d"!

I neglected to mention in my Hobbytalk section that both and us
are late in arriving heve. This ie surprising as Graustark, espec » has a history
of reliabllity. #496 was dus out seversl weeks ago. bave writtsn Boardman asking
about this, but as yet have received no reaponss., My Graustark sub expirves with #501.
Erehwon I expect will arvive shortlys after all, I Just st a big issws of

D!.E._mq Horld from Walker a few Qaya 280« s




RIGEL 1983K

DO*ST THOU DESERT ME, O RIGELT COME BACK...

Sungar L1907
FHANCEs F Ion x EAS
RUSSIAs A SiP r FIN
Fall 1507
AUSTRIA (Xnight)s A Bvd-SERJ(A TRI ), A Vie-BID )
FRANCE (Haxe): F Eas-ION (¥ ¥AP S), F_Smy-Aeg {4:; r Bes, OTB}, F Lyo-TiR {F T'N §),
F Wes-MID, A Ple-TUS, A Bel-IOK (F ENG €)
GERMANY (Heintzmen): F Hlg-HTH (F NWY 8), & Den-XIE, F Bal-SWE, A Kle-HOL, A S11-GAL,
F BOI-StP(se¢), A StP-MOS (A WAR 8), A VEN S A Apu, A APU S A Ven
RUSSTA (Kleiman): A Mos S A Rum-Ukr (d; r Lvn, Osv, 0‘1‘33, A& Rum~UKR, A FIN-SLP,
£ Ser-at¥, F Bulf{ec)}-BLA, T HAt-LVP
TURKSY {Feiliy)s T Con-@MY (A SYR S, F ARG S), 4 Gre-BUL, F Ton-GEE

Suppiy Center Chari:

AUSTIAs Home, SER 4, pulldd 1
FRANCE: Home, Spa, For. ¥#b, Tun, Bel, Nap, LON 9, even
GERMANY: Howe, Fol, Dei, Ven, Ed}, Hom, Nwy, Swe, MOS, WAR, {é 12, bulld 31
RUSSTAs fiSeduaedStP, Wpd, Wik, Sev, Rwum, LVP, &# l, remove 2
TUBXDY: Home, Bul, Gre 5: aven
Autwmm 1907

FRANCE: F Sy r OTRB
RUSSiA: A Mos » SEY
Winter 1507
AUSTRIA: NBR! Will play one short.
FRANCE; Build A Par (Smp) Will play one short,
GERMANY: Bulld A Ml
RUSSIA: A Fin, F ILvp
TURKEY: even
Spring 1908 ‘ :
AUSTRIA (Knight?): HMR! A SER U, A TRI U, A BUD U _
FRANCE (Have?)y WMR! P ION U, FNAP U, F IR U, F T U, F MID U, A TUS U, A LN U,

F ENCG 9 i
GERMANY (Helnteman)s » Hol-EDI (¥ NTH G), A Kie-HOL, A MIN H, F NWY H, » MOS H (A WAR 8),

) F SWEH, A GAL H, F BOT H, A VEW U, A APU U
RUSSIA {Klelman): F BLA S A Rum, 'A B S A s A SEV S A Ukxr, A UKR U,
F_Ukr S AUSTRIAN A Bud-Gal (NSu)

TURK?Y (Reilly)s F Smy~BAS (F ABY S), & DIR H, A BUL S F Gre, F GHE § A Bul
Gams Notess The summer and fall 1907 seasons ars read judicated above, for reasone given
on pp 19 & 20, Please stand by for Austria: Jim Chatfleld, 7505 Kenlea Ave., Baltlmore,
MD 212363 eand for Frances Jeff Pynches, 4520 La Portalada Dr., Carlsbed, CA 92008,
COAs Rich Rellly, Upham Hall Room 308, Moscow, I 83843 and Ty Have, 1001 N. Weber b,
Colorado Springs, 0O 80903. All jmoposals last ssason falled, Now proposed are an F/G
draw and a concession to Germany.® Please vote by next deadiire,
Presa; :
RIP VAN WINKLE (THE KRAUT VERSION) to GM: Regarding {y)our latest iittle RIGELIAN Affalr,

wake me up when 1lt's all over..,. Zzz .
BERLIN to PARIS: Bixds of a feather ?%;;ﬁ take it to the limit together....




The Goesip Column

From Steve Howe (in England):

Dear Bruoce,

Today (17th July) I received the three copies of VD you sent oun 30th May. Iesue
#96 arrived about a month ago., 0dd postal system this,

I°ve given 1t some thought, but I still don't Emow Just why I went and changed ny
hard-earned woges Into these odd-looklng banknotes with uwnfamliliar faces on
them (Hamllton? Who's Hamilton?) and sent them off for 2 zine I know nothing about --
and in a foreign language, too! Still, I'm glad X did, *cos VD's a terribly
impressive publlcation.

The first thing that struck me was ite sheer size. I'm no expert -~ I only sese a
falrly narrow renge of zines -- but 80 pages for a normal 1ssue is unprecedented as
far as my limited experlence goes, certainly for a one-man effort. Mind you, for such
a huge, long-lived and obviously regular szine, there are remarkably few games, but no
opanings for amore. Why? Don't you like running games? Oxr are you too busy typing
up enother huge issue? Or perhaps that's a noxmal American trait?

Hom -~ must try to keep this letter coherent. It ia perhaps not surprising, since
it 1s normal practice on my side of the Atlantic, that I prefer an editor who edits
letters, rather than publishes them in full. This 1s mainly becauvse I writs rather
long, rambling letters, usually over ths course of several days. (My recoxd ie a
letter which I wrote, on and off, for eight months, It reached 50 pages.} Still,
it*s your zine, so you do 1t the way you want, and the hell wlth convention.

Talking of conventions (neat link, huh?), I've been following with something akin
to fascination the apparently interminable bulld-up o the presidentizl electlons.

The Amerxican political scene fasclnates me {though let it be sald that I
uwndexrstand very little of what goes on -~ rather like my addiectlon to U,S. football -
it's a wonderful game, but it would take all the fun out of wathhing it if I undexrstood
what was golng on (up the Falcons!) ), the more I see, the more I want to see, It is
not the politics or the personalitles which wow me ~- I honestly don't care who wins -~
it's the procedure, the organization, the enthusiasm, the ragsamattaz. The scenes I
saw of the Democratic conventlon -~ the hall packed with cheering, Jjeering, rlacard-
waving, thoroughly turned-on people contrasted amazingly with the British attitude.

The British are basically apathetic (I've hasard it said somewhexre that our greatest
strength as a nation 1s our disinterest in poltics), they’ll tuxn out to vote every
four years or so, but in betwsen times, the majority don't really want to knaw. Mind
you, you Yanks know how to do things with style, Perhaps our politics are s¢ boring
'coe they're a0 dull.

I'm interested to see that you're a devotee of what you term the European hobby.
(I hate that term. I am not a European, except by geographic accident, I am also
not & Briton, except on official forms. I am an Englishman, but you can call me a
fEey.) I only get one of the zines you esingle out as one of your particular favorites --
NMR!. The speclal lssue 50 was a remarkatle effort, which could 1ift NMR! to the top
1n the forthcoming zine poll. The “"guy getting a shave bit" I found rather funny. I
don't know whether you realize 1t or not, but it is part of British folklare --

Sweeny Todd, the demon barber of Fleet Street. Customers were shaved rather close,
and were then used as the prime constituent of meat pies, whlch 80ld at a considerable
proflt dus to the imaginitive cesting aystem. Put a whole new meaning inte having
somecone for dimmer.

I must say that Im left a blt cold by all thle discussion of (Ming and houserules.
Personally, I don’t read houserules, ‘cos they're all the same -~ usually copled from
someone else’s. I can't see that any two ssts of houserules can be drastlcally
different -- can they? You think they zan? Look, tell you what, I don®t intend
to play any games in American zines, the postal situation belng what it is, but I'm
suricus for a peek at your houserules...

P.S. Since you enjoy explaining the derivatlon of BRUX, I'll ask,

P.P. 3 Does this make me a loyasl scrcaming Doomle?
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({Anyone who would agk to see the Houservles must be a loyal,screaming Doomle!
Actually, though, the tern applies to all of my readers; many of whom are loyal aad
some of whom scream and a few of whom fall inio both categories.

I had had the impression that people from the United Kingdom talk about little
other than polities. This impression was reinforced when I met Simon Billsnness, ho
T - very well-verszd on the subject and loves to discuss it. 1 guoss a sample of one
isn’t very significant, though.

Believe it ox not, ruaning games {and disaussing how I run them) 18 & very
enjoyable activity to me ~- easily the best part of publishing, But I foumc that
mnning eight or nine games all at once was too tiring and too risky. There were
times whon I almosi didn't get the zine out on time. FRunning thrce or four games is
very comfortable indeed. I°m making fawer errors now than ever before, and having a
ball. Don‘t get me wrong, though -~ I enjoy the other parts of publlehing too. If
You were to send me a fifty-page letter, I°d probably print it without batiing an eyelash.
You think I'm kidding? Most of my readers®ll back that wp!

The ovigin of BRUX, eh? I don't recall that I°ve ever explained that in print,
The story 1s someihing like this {I don‘t have all the details because 1 wasa’t,
around at the time...)s my moﬂler and father got together one night in 1954 and...
hey, why am I sxplaining thls cut leud in public? Now, a number of people have
asked for the origin of BRUX’s name (and gotten ii), but you should be able o
figure oui the origia of BRUX!)

(What a stupid answer...oh well.)
From Mlchael Lees

Deaxr Bruce (B8RUX) (What-Have-~You),

Thanks for the book of Houserules; however, they are abtout four months late. I'm
not about to insult Fed by axing his fine set of rules {slthough I will allow 1 and
2-center powers o have veto rights)., Anyway, I don'ti think houserules ave that
significand; the only game I'm GMing has seven extraordirarily friendly pecple in it
who will probably not cry fould sc long as common sense rules, {The game features Joan
Extron, Gary Coughlan, "Easy" Al Villaneuva", Xsvin Kozlowskl, Joe Kott, "Eugene's
Own" Paul Gardnexr and Mr, Fua, Terry Tallman.) If hell freezes over and I do cut
Rod®s HRe a8 a result, your HRs are tops on my list of replucements:. I have a feellng
that this is what you thought I'd say, but thanks for the generous offar.

As for printing FIM, you must realige ithat I live by the rule -- no hamm, nc foul.
I enjoy FIM as a rule, although the prophet of the West does not. After all, it was
in FIM that JCOE was called "America’s Premlere Game Journal". Hence, FIM 1s always
welcorme in TCOE.

When you print my other letter please edit anything that I sald that was stupld
(watch, folks, 1t won't appear at all now!). I continually forget that my letters are
golng {0 be quoted publicly. Oh, by the way, by all means print thls letter -~ 1it's
my "1 want the Socrates Award in °85" letter. Let's see, what controversial figure
haven’t I pralsed?

Oh yes; I enjoyed Dick Martin®s letter in VD #96 (I'am also enjoying a game in
LOM with Dick and me in it). The letter was amusing if for no other reason than it
got you to say, and I quots pg. 40, "...I don®t have to pay for unsollclted items that
I recelive through the mall." Well, Laddy-buck, put your pennlas where youxr mouth 1s.
Your HRs arrived with 17 cents postage due! I mention thls not out of greed or
nastiness, but only to prove that I read your fg¥¢i# zines -~ note the direct gquotation.,

Your hobbytalk column is fine wlth me, In fact 1t inspired me to alter my letter
from the sditor column in TCOE. I wreallze that my oplnlon runs contrary to Kathy
Byrne ‘s but that does not mean that I no longer think that Kathy has Ilmpeccable tasie.
However, if you =0 much as hint at bad-mouthing TCOE ~- America’s Premlere Game
Journal -- why I°11, wby I°ll..probably do nothing.




((Hey, thanks for a nice lettar (again). You mean my housexules weren’t
worth the 17¢7? 0Obh well, I'11l pay you hacK...

The fact that a geme has seven exirsordlaarily frieadly psople in it who will
1ot exy foul is no reason to stay away from houserules. Heally now, 1°11 just bet
that Terry Tallman would leap into the air in a fit of ecstasy if you were to adapt
mine, Try it and see, Rod's rules ave bstier thsn most (I°ve ssen them), but not
renlly very couprehenséve,

Scerates Award, hah? HKell, you're golng to have ‘o do better than this, Ctop
trying to strip VD of its rightful title as - amarica’s Premisre Game Journal. Then
magbe 1°11 suppori you for the award. Then again, how ame you going to beal out
Joan for thai honow?

1 agree that Dick’s letter in VD #96 wes amusing, Thanks for writing.))

From Jeff Noto (7/16/84%

Dear bruce,

This is guing s e the most negatlive-sounding lstiter I lave written to you.
However, thura were some comments in Y1 #97 which I slimply must respond to.

My first words arve directed to John Pack. First, John, let me tell you a little
avout myself, I am a Koman Cathoile. I btelleve that Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ
(cr HMesalah, whichever you prefer). I have irled to the best of my abllitiss to use
his teachinge {as woll ae scous of my father's and Leo Buscaglia's) as the foundeilen
for my own personsl philosphy of life. However, I cannot agree with your views on
bonose xuality. ‘ :

Jesug wae often fewmdé in ithe company of tax collectors, Gentiles, Samaritane, and
prostiiutes. These people were fn his day lcoked down upon as homosexuzls are by
some in our day. If we are to love oune another as he loved ues, shouldn’t we ineclude
all the undeslrables as he did? While I doa‘t condone homosaxualdty, I don't sae how
tolerating the = presence of homosexuals makes ns less of a good Christlau.

Bven 3if this ia not ths cges, how are we to declde what is tolerance of a
homoBayual? Are we to e=radicate the tsachings of Socrsies, Aristotle and Plato? Shall
we burn sll the works of Geritrude Stsln, Oscar Wilds, and Edward Albee? GShould we
rescind Dag Hammaraskjold®s Nobel Peave Prire? Is 1t wrong for us to admirxe the
pilitary genlus of Lawrence of Arable? Must we rosign from all games in whioch Rod
Walker or Larxry Feery are also players? [ think not.

One of the guys T work with at the motel 1s a homcsexuel. Both pf us work hard
and do a good Job. If I'm t» he a good Christian, muat T go to uy enployer and say
that if this guy continums to work at the motel, I quit? I think not.

Now, these pext few paragraphz are for you, Bruce. You say that prostituilon 1s
a "victisless crimev. If all acte of prostitutlon occurred tetween consentlng adultis,
I'd be lnclined to say yes. DRegretfilly this 1ls not irue.

Ressarch by axperts {whlch includes socisl workers, police departments, and
clexgymen) shows that the majority of proatitutes in our major cliies are under the
age of 16. Some mre as young as 8, These kide are either runaweys (who laave home for
many reasonss to e@cape abusive payunts, because they fesl unloved, because they’re
lookdng for excltement ox they fosr punishment for a wrong done back home, etc.) or
ithrowaways (they've been told by their peyents to leave mailnly for discliplinaxy or
financila reascns). They come to the bilg citles looking for Jobs. Since they can’t.
be . Tired legally {age requizements}, their only way to awrvive is o mell ihe
only thing they have lefts theamselves.

Some k3ds escape through public agenciee and privately funded runaway sheltexs.
Moei fesi that they can’t return home and ave thus stuck where they are. They wiil
sventually ocutgrow thelr useflullneas 1n the syes of the pimp {you can only keep
gomeone fronm looking used for ac long) and are slither sent back out onto the street
jobtleoss, treken~spirited, and pernllees -~ or killed for fear they may talXk.

-

7 should also polut out ithat yowg toya make up roughly 50% of the nsilon‘s




1y,
prostitutes; tlwir purpose ie different. While young girls are almost always sclu
to men, a sizeahle majorlty of a bor's encounters are of a homesexuzl na*urs. 4nd
in some placea 1t's easlier for a toy to ssll himsell than a girl.

These CHILDHEN, Brwee, ars the vietlms ¢f prostitution. They have au Fanily,
they are often abused by their pimus (not only phyeimlly and/or 2exuslly, but the
plmp will try to gel the kid hooked on drugs to keep him cooperative), and they feel
trappad. ‘This is why pornography and prostitution must be stopped.

Well, I think I should siop here for now. Enclosed will bs uy responases for we
ethics article and hopsfully an artiele of ny own for the anniversary isswe. Anciher
letter will follow soou.

Love,
Jeff

{{0h boy, anothor love letter! Keep ‘e coming. Doomiast

I didn?*t Find your letter at all nagativa n tove. 1 alnost laft cul Tb“‘ religious
parts toward the bteginning, hoping not io gei the subject started here in VD, hut
iet it go by. If I wexe rellgiocus, I°d sgree (I tnink) with your humosem,tity
argument. Aa At is, Jet me Just say that my morals szen tw diciats o ne abont e
same thing that yow peliglon dlotwies to you

Be prosiitulen: f£irst of all, T didn’ti list prostitution as ¢ “vietlamless crire”.
The items listed were homosexuality, masturbation, premariicl sax. and pormography {in
nost cases; I was careful to 2dd). To that list, I would add prostitutlon beiween
consenting adults. Qbvliously no one in his right mind could condone the act uf child-
prosiitution (or for that mat'e;e:, child pornograrhy}. The picture you paint is sad
but true. I could (but won’t) tell a sad story about a xid whers I used tc ieach. -
hut to make the blanket atziemnt that pornography and prosiiiution musi be stopped 13
wrong and 1s not counaistent with the rest of your leiter. When only adultz are
involved, and they are acting cut of choics, thea these zre victimless crimes. A8 a
slde noile, I feel that what happened to our dear 1iiile Miss Amexrica was dlagusiling.
Kind of ilks declaring s game irrvegulay ‘csouse the GM didn’t le® z playexr hoid while
supportiang, or some such.

Hey, I hops you'll still wet me an artiele for the annlshp 2%°11 hove b0 e Fast
now though. Pretiy please?))

From Kevia Stons {7/15/84)s

Greziings from the nemi-employed college greds of America., I'n worklng at ihe
Cornlag #lre Departuent right now wniil I f£ind a real Jjob. At least it ieavoes me
fres to attend KaneKon. I°ll also be at BRUXCON 1f at 8l) posaibdle.

Why did you always send me tha biggest lesues around finals time and now that I'vs
got fres time you come out with skinny lssuwe? Overall, I think I like the spaller
isswes. 40 pages of #G7 seemed Just about right.

Hobbytalks Frow what I understand, High Plaius Gonzo is delayed because Jeke hud
abdominal surgery on July 6ih. I don’t think 1t was too ssrious, thoush 1711 be
g2ld when it gete hede bocauss I have no idea where I atand In the Gonzoc Basebsll
league, In real btaseball itfs heer fun watching the Mets and laughing at Xane's
Yankess. Too bad those stupld Dodgesrs couldn’t have done better over the weelend in
Chicago.

Robexrt Achesons While I'm on the subject of baseball, it's time to defend the
National League. Although the Birds won last year, the Senlor Clrcult holds a aligrt
edge (8~7) in World Serles competition since the beginninz of divisiona) play {i969'.
In addition, the NL usually cleans up in the All~Star geme, winning again thls year,
3+1. Nesd more nproof that the Nstlonal ILeague 1s strongexr? The best teanm of the
19708, the Red of 1975-75, were in the Natlonal League. The defense rests.

Face-to-face: On Saturday I rode from Big Flate to Tom Swider’s house in Hrdwell
with Alex and Robert Service for some FIT gaming. Tom Malnardl, Mike Bamo, and Karl
Russell were among ths participants. I think we had arownd 15 psople alingether, The
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first game I played was U-player "Ulcers”, a preity weak game won by Mainardl. Some
other people played "Nuclear Escalatlon”. After that, Barno won a 7=-car race on
ngpesed Circuit’s” Monoco course, Barno struck me as a preity crazy kind of guy,
somedody I'd 1ike to get to know better. He left around 33130 to go work at Shangri-La
Speedway. Defore he left, we played G-person Acguire. [ sald I*d only played once,
and that you had kicked my ass. Barno made the mistake of then saying that he had
kicked your ass. From then on, almost everyone's movea were based in part on how it
would affect Barno. He finlshed out of ths money in a game won by Karl Russell.

Tom Swider didn®t fare too well in his tuneup for the Atlantlcon Acquire tourney.

At 4130 a large (6-8 players) game of Dune started among veteran Duners. In
the meantime, three guys and I played "Trivial Pursult" with the "Baby Boomex" editlon,
We finally gave up after about an hour and a half because nobody had more than three
pleces of cheese. I think the game is better suliwd for team play. The Dune game
finally ended arxound 103130, with Tom Swider being a poor host by winnlug the game.
Overall, it was a very gocd time. There were plenty of aunchles and a geod
supply of Beck®s teer. 1 saw a lot of games I°d only heard about, and got to play a
few of them. Tom is planning another blg get-together in the f£all (Octobar?).

Brad Wilsan: Where a person lives 1s, of course, a personal cholce, but Brad’'s
thinking is a bit strange. It's like saying, "The only fruits I would ever eat ars
apples, orang»s, peaches, paars and grapes. Those are the only five I've ever eatlen,
but I love them." A Dit of advice, Brad: don’t kuock something till you've ixrdad it.
You could shut yourself out of a great opporiunity somewhere down the line ¥ you
refuse to relocate. As for the HOL issue, I can't think of any Mtrade® Journais
that restriot those who sub. If you've got the bucks you can get almosi any magagine.

John Packs A telief in a Christian Cod prohibits personal toleration of
homosexuals?? Are we reading the same Bille, John? (I assume the Bible is your base.)
Almost all of what Jesus Chriet taught was (in the fisal analysis) to Jove your fellow
man. In fact, he went out of his way to assoclate with proatitutes, lepexe, etc.

He didn°t exclude anyone that wanted to listen from his ministry.

Also, John, would you please tell me how masturbation is bad for socisty and in
itself? You've really got a scoop 1# you've got an explanation. As I recall from my
Psych course, telling an impressionatle yoing person thai masturbation is bad can lead
to guilt and sexusl deviancy later in 1ife. Come out of the Victorian Age, John.

Skydiving: Is it a coming trend to talk about skydiving in a dipzine? In a recent
issue of TMoBR (a great zine, by ths way), I told about what was writlen on the back
of my Jjump record card., My first jump was very similar to yours. LooR for the story
(maybs} in an upcoming TMoBR. _

((Thanks for a long and interesting lettsr. I'll amswer polint by point, since
you've sori of divided it into toplcs by name.

On Jake, I'm sure we all hope he*ll be okay. He's had & rough summer and a let
of his friends, me included, are thinking of him.

You'rs right about the superlority of the National League in bassball, of cowrse.
But don®t be too quick to put down the American Leagus. They‘ve had some reasonabis
talent over the years. For example,. I think that Gehrig would have bwen a pretty good
backup for Garvey, ete.

Barno crazy? Come to BRUICON and find out for sure. We're all cragy there, Even
me. I°m not that gond at multi-player Aequlye, though I do all right when ihere’s only
ona copponent.

It is possible to like something so much that you wouldn®t want to change 1t,
even without having checked out the alternatives. For exampie, when I go tc Lake
George, there's always one cabin I stay in -- I've never stayed in any oiher there,
But I'm happy just the same because I'm used to 1%t and I enjoy it. I'm sure Brad feels
that way about Philadelphla.

John Pack's heliefs are certainly, um, entertalnigs, arent they?

Re skydiving: I probably won®t try it again, but readlng about that recent tragle
accldent in Colorado nearly changed my mind. I°'ll watch for your writeup in MoBR. ) }
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Prom Jobtn Pack (7/17/% .

lear Bruce,

I snjoyed tnn iy #97. 1'n glac that B¢ dldn't choose to bias the voll by
voting. 1 sme that % avoddsd any irterference by net writdng fer the first time in
months:, Moest be 1)1 those cound-toble dlecussions on ethice and interfsreince that
4id 1t.

Actually, Bruce, ‘he #zick ir o wrlts an article everyone enjoys, but uot reweal
a1l the tricks you 'med o havs even a slight chauce of A¥Id¢ survival in your own
sameR.  Aciually, you'll never holleve how foollsh it was of me o write that FIF
players should slways eliminate the Q¥ firet so that he-she would have plenty of tinme
to fix the vefreshseants. Y haver®t won {or, for *hat matter, come in sbove 6th) since
durn Faciarlans told everysne abuoud that.s T guess I°11 have 4o start playlag at other
mopie’s houses, eh?

I enjoyed "Docnic Statie", and it 1s now perfectly cleax thal you, yea,; TOU,
have interfered in every one of your games. Of course, by offering a game openlng,
you nave caused the gaie -- c;l,early interference,

0f eourse, avervens imows that Tretlek/Oaklyn has moved end assumed yet anotier
ceaudonym. .. {sereass, but possible, I suppose).

Tou'll hewe to %1l we if the seccnd peradrop 's any & ffevent from the first,

i'm surprised by +x finish of several zlnes, but T guess thenm's the breaks. I
agree wlth John MacTariene ahbout the suggestlon Ig Lew made. I used to zet some 20
Mnos,. but now I only sub to ths ones I really like, though T am scoutlng arownd for

a few more, Uc Secke sud Walker stid)l put out game opening 1isis? (Was it a grave
2rTeT 10 et koth of them i che oape sentence?)

The Boaxdm:p Number Janiisry car asslgn numbers or not assig them, rlght? G2
course, 1F one chossasz pot to assign nunbers, than it’s tiwe 10 get a2 nsw BNJ, No
ong couwld declaie o veme ifrresular beforxe 1t Yas even begun, so 5o game could really
e donied o number.

I'm s Bagle Scouvt aad a Yigll lonor Member of the 04, but llving hexe in the
mountaine, [ never pet wp with vowr criticism of slacking camping regulrements,

It ie 2 valld polnt, inough. 1 love backpacking, hikirg, eice That, and bulldixg good
citizens, are the puiresee of scouting. I'd love to be a scoutmester some day {(in
the Weet, of coursa. shere the nowndalns are),

My poiitical remarir interpreted simply means that I think thet evevyons
should think about vy whwle ~wther than juat themselvesp general interest !n everyone‘s
welfare, instead ol ine apselsni interwst in thelr own plece of the ple.

I don't think  've aver aede such a brief rolltlerl comment before. I'm sure
sou'rs brokenhsawted obeut the loss of a potnetial thyee ox four pages, eh?

well, if there are no gawme opanings, Jjust make sure I°m on the standby izt and
the walting lisc en” 211 the ciher 1ises. I'1) see If I can come up with sore VI
for you an the cowputer.

{({Foliowing ihis ig well cver & page of raterial on the homosexualily conizoversy,
which, alesa, Jobr as asked me fo leave out since writing i4. Part of 1t was too
religious for VD anywey, but musy of it was veally pretty Jjuley. I'11l hold onto it
and mayde John %11l change bl mind In time to let me print it in the amnish.))

PS. Your statemert that the initlals axs VD and not VOD is & dlrect contradictlen
of your licusertdes, HE Semticn 4.8 (on abbreviaticns) staies that both ave valid,
Perhaps an amendmeni?

{{1 =tii) prefer V0. Tt’e alw% exciting to get YU, espeoially from somecne you
love. Aznd VL #100 wii] feature & bil of your computexr®s artwork.

You sra w'mng 0 stale ihst a game cannot be declared ixresgular before 1t boglns.
For exarpie, cousider the ganes Wes Ives 1s running on the wardvnrks (an 2isctrenle
zatl =ine! Kathy has rules that those games are varianis (and therefore irregular),
and consequenti.y ras refused i assign them Hoardman Numbers, a decialon wiih which
1 agroe, by the way.

vu exn’t be oa ay standby list and all the other lista. The VD standby list
and the ‘ﬂ “Plackiist are mutuslly exclusive,

Saeke and Walker botn slill vat out game cpaning Lists, ithough uack * iiat s
often £30%e3 Witk Yvresponsills zprbe directed st oibnry hobbylats, 8ilek i Rodis. V;



From Steve Xnight (7/15/84)s / 3

Bﬁmfh '

Boy, ob oy, oh boy, loads of juley stuff in 1ibe last couple of lssues. So what
happened o the non-controversial BRUX we met in VD #747 We're obviously belng
treated to the very enteriteining work of an imposter!

Look, if you want to subordinate your personal life to the fact that you're running
a geama, fins. You realize, of course, that that's insans. ~

Oh, congratulaiions on “coercing” Kim Dent to change one of his housexules, (That
was a lepd-ln, Brucs. You are now supposed to relate the - Iincidant to the ninety-nine
zilllon and get up on your soapbox. You'vs welcome.) :

Hey, Rutl: Glaspey's lists look like fum. Okay:

i. Five people I°d like to have over for dimner:

David Lynch (dirvector of Eraerhead, The Elephant Man, and Dune)

Woody Alien

Orson Scott Caxrd (writer, mostly SPF, of aster, Unaccompanied Scnata)

Alan Houhamness (American compozer;, of Scottlsh-Armenlsn dascent)

Donald Knuth {author of The Art of Computer g_r%mming)

Runners-up would include Staniey Kuutrick, Dennis M, Kitchle, Rdgar Dijketra, Jolm
Fowles, Leonard Bernsteln, Sam Shepard, Harlan Fllison, Rovert Plrsig, Frank Zappa,
Marvin Harxis... ,

2. Five people I'd have liked to have over for dinner:

Joagquin des Prez (Remalssance composer)

Danta :

Fritz Lang (director of Metropolls, M)

3azuel Johnson ;

Sir Thopas More

Runners-up include Geoffrey Chaucer, John Carner, Socrates, Plato, Vladimir "Bill"
Tytla (10 free issuss of YD to the firat Doomie who knows who this is!), Peter
Tchaikoveky, Modests Moussorgksy, Wolfram von Eschenbach...l could go on andé onese.

3. Five historical events at which I would 1ike to have been present:

The Batile of Agincowrt

Martin Luthex King, Jr.°s "I have a drean" speech

Clcarc's firet oration agalnet Catiline

The trlal of Socrates

The cruckfixion of Jeaus of Nazareth

I*11 decline on the "Ffive books" list =~ I mlways have too hard a time narrowing
it dovmos.

Oh, Joy -~ on to the backlash about my Reagan comments. I had hoped that my
statements were pelatively lnnocuous enough to avoid a debate, but I guwess not, In
any event, please noilece, folks, that I was noi and am not making any proglanations
one way or the other about Reagan's overall "desirability" -- I'm merely commenting
on this one lasue. With this in mind...

Yes, yes, congress (not the small “c") sets the budget, This does not, however,
"absolve” the office of ths Preeildency from ita role in setting the overall agenda by
which congress actually draws up the budget. I don't see the consistency, then, In
blaming Carter for all economic 1lls during his administration, yet blaming congress
for all economic ills during Reagan's. It sesms to me that "blame" should be shared
between ths two (congrese and the Presidency), regaxdless of administration. (Given
that, the sentence of mins which Greg quoted is probably an overstatement, now that I
tbink of it. Insert the woxd “largely" before the word "responsible®.)

Now, btafore I get back to the "Democratlc Presédent gettlng what he wants from a
Democratic congress" argument, lei me point out that Reagan has teen remarkably
successful at “getting what he wants" out of congress, desplie the pariy differenced.
Much of his agenda has been followed ~- defense spending 1s up, soclal programs have
been cut back (note: I am not making any comment on the merit of these actionBeee) ——
but not to the letter of the President’s recommendations, It never isj; bear in mind
that politics Anvolves compromise, lots of it. To¢ suppose that congress would, or
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should, pass Reagan’s, or any ctihar President®s, budget recommendations vexrbatin

is politlecally naive, it seems to mo. Yes, cougress has 1ts share of vesponsibility
for scononlic 1lls., So deoes the Proslident. As I said last letter, each seo apendiag
as a panacea for diffexent things.

Gads «~ I should know beittsr than to get into discussions. In any cvent, I would
bave hoped thmt Greg would have had as much reapect for ny inteliigence 28 I have
for his. To suggest, after reading my one paragraph, that I don’t think for myself
and am Hlindiy spouting "campelien rhetoric" which I have liearnt seemz a bl unchsritabis.

And now, moving on to issue #97 of Volce of Steve Enlght's Press Agent... "Pillar
of the hobby”, my eye. You ielil Someone you'ze not going to publieh the negatives yo
have of him and he gets s0 grateful..,

Sorvy, BSRUX, bt our present Zip code system dsu’t 211 1t's cracked np to be -~
remonber the flap when 1t was instltuted? A 5-diglt nunbsxr was bad plsnning, Yecause
It's pot readlly expandable. 7T, for one, belleve that ¢ 9-digii Zip would save the
USP"S" money, and is thexefore worthwhlle, but I don’t think it*s golng to flyv. The
main reason 1s that we bast remomber arblirary sequences of diglits In groups of three
or JYour -~ one of the .sazeons our phone numbers work well. Filve digits, though, breaks
up the rhythn too much, so I think ss*il have too much saction sgalaal 1t to
ever fully implement., I think it would have gone down much easler had they staxited with
a 8ix-dizit and wers now golng to add three. Oh, woll, I only Inmow whet I yeed in
Psychelogy Today, so I could be way off base here.

I*d urge you, if ot all possiltle, to not be as hard-line on Ed Wretel, at least aas
far ss his printing ay lotter goss. He and I corresponded afterwvards, wsad his pranting
that paragraph of mine telling hlm te keep the rest of the letler NFP wes basically
an attanpt at a Joks, one that fell a blt flat, 88 he adnits, glven the goneral climeis
at the time. In thet context, I think 1t was clever and cen appreclate it -- ard I
nyself have little doubt that Ed would genuinely wzespect any truly confldentlal
matarial marked FIP. At the time, I wanted a portlon of that letier kugt NFF
bocause I wented to express my sentiments (about your editurial retaliation) to you
privataly. not feslling that the public forum was approprimte. I think Kd was Just
poking fum at the scrlousnass with which I was appreoaching the laswe -- and Tatting
you a Little, of coursa,.

PASCAL 18 a pretty good language -~ Pator Ansoff ls right In saying the date
structiring is m*‘ul in Dip applications., I've been working on a similar packape for
awhile, but in ¢, ({ley, Peter, if vou’d liks to exchange insighis...) C 1z rather
similar to PASGAL; ot ii*s not strongly~typed and is 2 hell of a 1ot more flaxitle =-
but that, of course, gives you more ways 1o screw up. C 18 aleo tbe only language any
self-respscting WNIX hack would use,w

I don®t know whetber or not to b smpused or horrified by John Pack®s leiter about
homosexuality. Hell, "gaya can’i be ot on sight, so they already have encugh
protection”? Go back to the 1550s and substitute "btlacks® for "gays" «- can’t be shov
on a8ight, but they «an e osiracized, prevented from holdlng certain jobs, living in
s certaln section of town... 4The off-base remayk aboul "Any gay followlng me wiih
luasty looks in hls syes..." is based on the wmreal mlsconception that homosexuals are
homosexual first (and obssesad with sex, to toot), and people second. The fact that
someons is homosexuasl does not mean that he or she is constantly on the prowl for
someohs of the same sax, Just as someone‘’s Ywing helervsexunl doss not mean hs or shs
is constautly on the prowl for rsomsone of the opposite sex. Sure, thers are eXanplos
of such people cn both sides of ithe fence, but so what?

Getting on to John's second letier, his analysis of the causes of homeseruality is
a crock. Many gays get along quite well with women, but sinmply amen®t interested in
them sexuzlly. Axd many gays ave well sware of ihelr orlentation far tefore puberty.

And who gays a belief in the Judeo-Christlan God prohibita tolerance of hoao~
sexuallity? How do you reconcile thias with denomisatlons such as the Unlted Chureh of
Christ, which ordain homosexual ministers? Thanks, John, for telling me how I may or
may not conduct my own beliefs, I suspsct. though, that Jobm will try to throw
Levitlicus vack at me to "prove” that slaece T°m a Chrlstlan, T must be lalolexant of
homasexuellity. ALl I can say is anyone who quote Levitlcoa to me had beiter not have
aver eaten any pork In his 1ife...
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You're right that John gives no evidence for the social harm of homosexuvaldty.
Actuslly, it's a classic example of the logical fallacy of post hoc¢, ergo propler hoc.
He basically says, “See? Rome had homosexuals. Rome foll, Therefore..." Gosh - 1
guess I am ignorant of the slds effects of homosexuality on soclety., I°l1l let John
£111 me 1n ~ but I hope he can show a good cause-effect relationship.

And, oh yes, there‘’s another threat to any gay who “puts his hands" on John.

Okay, wo get the plcture; we all know you're heterosexual, John., I won't go inic how
a threatened violent reactlon 1like this is gensrally prompted by fear of gender
confusion. Me, I've been propositioned twlcs by other men. Yes, the firet time was
& shock, but it was no hassle. In retrospect, 1t°s vaguwely flattering that someone
thought T was good-looking enough to proposition. Me, I have no confusion about my
orientation and coulda't care less what anyone else ithinks.

To answer MacFarlane’s question, Cray Coughlan gave a very concise description of
how the ISE will work in the latest EE. Say you want to sub to Denvexr Glount. You
send me a check for, say, $10.00 and tell me it's for Glover Rogerson for a sub to 0G.
I eend word of your request to Doug Howling in Scotland, who "converts" it into pouvads
based on that Jay's exchange rate, and sends the corresponding Briiish amount to
Glover with a note saying it's for a sub foxr you. Plece ‘o cake,

Joha's right about adjusting poll votes -~ I vote in the mame way, from a
hypothetical "0" to a hypothetical “10", and putting the zines 1 get wherever they
£it in tetween. I like the preference matrix myself.

“"Prevailing arti-patriotic chant¥? Hate to burst John Kelley‘s bubble, but
patriotisn is on the upewing -- a fact about which I'm sure he’ll be depressed. )
He'e right, though -- this "hyork® business does bite the moose. {ifhat a great phrase!)

Getting back %o the ISE, thanks much for the plug, Bruce., Your suggestion, though,
that wo publish lists of zinee along with converted rates is unworkable. The haelc
rroblem is that since we use the exchange rate on the day we receive a subscription
request, the 1ist would become inaccurate very quickly. Ad@itlonally, nelther of us
sees much senee in duplicating the already existant services of 20 Years On ln
Britain and the 2Zine Regimter hers -~ at laast as far as llsting avallable zines goes.
I'm more than happy to answer gquestlons people have about specific zilnes ai specliic
times for specific amounts, but keeplng ar ongoing list is pretty much Yeyond the
scope of what the ISE 1s trying to do.

I could go on about other stuff, but this is long enough already, yes? Keep up
the good work.

Love B
Steve

({3igh. I love how you love me...

Your rebuttal to my critlcisn regarding the ISE 1a corrvect, of covrse. Thanks
for setiing me stralght., How, though, I have anothex comment. It seems to me thal
the sub money is going through one more peraon than is really necessary, thereby
adding 4o the cost, the delay, and the risk of postal loss, Instead of the funds
going from subber to you to Doug to Glover, why not Jjust subber to you to Glover ~-
and, from the other elde, British subber to Doug to American pubber? Think about
it -- not that I want to mess up your aystemj you and Doug are perforning a very
valuable sexrvice, in my opinlon.

I've only bsen propositioned once by a guys, I found it flattering, when I thought
about 1t afterwards, though at ihe time I was 8o startled I'm afvald I gave him a rather
brusque rebutf. BHFIASH, V¥ FARETE FIFE FiKH.

So, what happened to the goof old non-controversial BRUK that introduced himself{
in YD #74, eh? He goi waped and criad foul, basically. Seriously, I don‘t like to
have to print some of the sorts of things ~“that have appeared here recently. It's
just a question of how much nonsenss I want to lat people read {and possibly belisve)
about me before I speak up.

I'm glad to hear that you think patriotiam is on the upswing. I agree. Wiiness
the upecoming landslide victory for the Reagan-Bush ticketi 1n a couple of moenths.
I'm glad I didn’t grow up a few years earlier, and have to put up with ihe immature,
destructive, unpatriotic attitudes of the college generation of the sixtles.
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Regaxrding tha Wrcbol controversy: Well, you cerialniy make 1t hard for me to
stick ‘o my guns on the matter. I mean, when hboth ihe persoen who wxote the lettex
and tre perecn wno published it agree that no havm was done, then who am I to arguer
Nonatheless, I Jjus® think that Ed lucked out in that the person whose eonfidencs was
betraved (you) 3sn®t overly offended. Taking sdventage of a technicaiiiy in order
to encak someons's vot-lor-print opinior into prdut ien’t my idea of a good joke, and
I doubt if I*Q havs iaken 1t ae lightly as you dld.

I'm 8till not sure whieh flve people ITd luviie two dlnner, but they youldo®t
incluce Caruso, Byxae, Tellmsn, Mertin or Highfield. (w)

The Kim Dect Jocident will b ralated in Hohbyéinlk elther this isswe or nsxt,

It seems that YD has ax nfluence sven in Greet Britalin, were most of the hobby is
disgustingly sane.

I novice that you iook ralns uot to expresz your feellngs about Reagan ln your
commentis., Neverthuvless, they vozed out of the papexr anyway, you slime! Well, I'
voting for Uncls RHounle anyuay@' Afiex 211, no gnod conservatlve would destxoy
caresr of a felow voncervatdve [or try to), nor w he desiroy the reputation of
a felliow conserwziivel!!t  (0r zomethlng like thatese) J)

The followlng leiter la printed heve only for the purpose of lrritating certain
typos who san't stund the sight of positive reinforcement. And tecause 1t was an
sgobousit, a3 well..-

From James Early (7/23/84).

Neaxr Brucs:

Thanks very much Tor the cepy of Supexmeva. I love it! It’s given me acre
insight to 'he game thaa anyihing glse L'vo read. maybe aven ihe Gamer’s Guide. It
13 rezlly o fine publicaticn, especlally the articvies by you, Bob S Se:rguant, %, shd Mark
Bereh. Ramelster’: ariticles are vary luterasting o read, %o, I think you and the
rest of the contrlilb PR Jonarve pedals or something for davoting all that time to
thia fine waject, and then oty arking a buck for 1¢! Supsruovs should rocsive some
sort of auwaerd, ansd 17 it hasn® i aiveady. I'm gelng to do Bope thing about it!

By the way, I'm '8 yeaxs old, and I‘m playlag in iwo games xight now {my first
twe) and am adout %o stare o third and a vardant. I°m slzo on 3 standby listw; 2 regulsr
Dip gamse, and one !w'*a”" I piay one gams An Jeff Richmond’s Frobogs and 2 gemes
(elmost) and the va=lart {i8$8) in Howard Chudstis's Stabback. Both are falrly new
zines. I'm also Austvla in botn my flrst and second gane, (Ugh!)

I firet heard sbeud "Enqgemcma from Jeff in Frobogz. Then when I was on vacatlon
tn Maiforais, I viiited fud Wuiker and saw it. "1 ordered it lmwediately when I
arrived homs. X'm eunclmasing 2 bhampsﬂ so plesse send me a copy of Yolee of Doom.
1've heard many good things abuui it (aspecial_ly from Rod).

Anyway, thenke agals, T think you're doing a great aexrvice lo the hobhy, #so keep
up the good work., Yeui )l probmily be hearing from 2 couple of my bometown friends
soon, beoause I won’t et them borrow my copy of Supernova! You've definltely won
a good friend in me!

PS, Woy do Rod and others eall you "BRUK™?

PPS. How zhont Srvernmie 17

{(Doux ithie mean you liked Jupernover

PRRUX” 38 Jusi a hobby ndekname, Sines you're sp new 0 the hobby, I don’t feel
it'd be proper to lei you An en ihe deep, drrk secrets swrrownding my Glorious Nickname.
But a few pore letiars 1ike thiz might change my mind...

I thirk you mads a gnod cholee by playing in Froboge (I don"t get Howard Christie's
zine), But A¥ I mav offss some goud advics, please don't got yourself into too

pany gamee at cnce. T kpow exarily how enthusliastie you feel, but beslleve me, you
don®t need %o joia - mmek of ganes., Stlck with twe or three. And T hops you
derive a8 mueh enjenens From s hobby an 4i'as glven me for years now, “Thanks for

vritdnet Y
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From Conrad Minshall (7/27/84): f 7

Deax Bruce,

.o.Funny, I wes ia a foul mood last time I wrote you too. This time I think
I°1]1 hsssle you instead of Martin.,

I disagree with your stand that it is impossible to write a Diplomacy playing
progran which negotiates, I1°m currently working on my second degree An Computer
Sclence, My spsclalization is in Axrtiflcial Intellilgenca, partleularly in anatural
language processing and gere-playlng. Such a program may take humdreds of "man-years”,
but T think we will see it within our llfetime. Cross your fingers.

¥hile I°m gettiug on your case, I'd like to say that pert of your aszswoer %o Fod
Valkexr's letter (page 23, issue 97) really lLothersd me. You sald, I belleve, that
Eathy sees her position (BNC) as a weapon o be used against people she doesn't like
personsily. [ éid nol see there, nox have I seen aleewhere, any evidence which supports
this seriows clailm. Porhaps, belng nsew tc 7D, indeed, to the hobby, I have milssed
some thing? It would appear that you have only two sportsmaniliie optionss one,
present incontrovertible evidence immediately; ox two, retract the statement and
apologize profusely. Personally, I hope you must chooss the latter opilon -- I do
not want to tr 31sEllusioned of my belief that Kathy can ¥eep her BNC x0les separate
from her other hobby griivitles,

((Thanks for the criticisms however, your argument 18 a nonsequiiur, You are
implying that uniess I can prove that a certaln threat was made, it waen®t. Since we
are dealing with a phone conversatlion, nothing can be proved. That doesn’”t mean
that the convexsation didn®*t itake place.

It eould be (and has teen} argued that I clwuld have just lgnored Kathy’s threat
to duclaxe my games irvegular. I don't buy this. The fact that T can’t prove 1%
only means that I°1l have ito rely on my general credidllity with my readers, and very
Wuntly, I'm not afraid %o do thls. : The story would lndeed be a wild one Jjust to pull
put of thin air, methloks. But the whole situation goes beyond this one lincldent,
too. Ifve been trying to ignore Kathy for years now, especlally in the months just
prior to the rekindling of our faud.: I ignored some extremely ugly incidents at
a couple of recent EyrneCons, o.g., and there wers witnesses to these events., 3But
when she made a threat %o me involving hex position as the BNC, I didn't feel I could
keep quiet any longer. I'm sorry Af this dlsappoints youy it doesa’t thrill me, aithar,

I have repeatedly asked Kethy to dissesoclats hersell from ny games in writing.
She has wtally ignored these requssts. I want to Jmow why. 7 don’t feel I sheuld
have to M with her gun to my head. Thus the continued discussion of the maller in
VD. So long as Kathy holds the poslilon (and I°ve heard rumoys both ways aboul her
intention to keep it or resign), I do not fesl I can get a fair learing from her, not
after she threatensd me. Hrmmph, Ien't there anyone out thexe who sess my point?

My wendency is tc bellave that a computer program couldn't negctlate successfully
in a Diplomacy gamej; however, X am ne expermt on the sublect of artificlal intelllgence.
Since 1*d 1ike to approabh the subject witi: a reasonably open mind, X have a request
for you. Why don't you £ill me and my ysaders in on just how one might progran a
computer to play Diplonacy? It would maks a nice article for my fifth anniversary
issue, T think, if it pgeis here in time. Would you like to wxite it for us? (O, I'm
just sg tubtle about soliclting meterdal, aren®t 1?1} ))

From Simon Billennees:

Dear BRUWX, :

How are you? Still havd at work desipgning wespons of mass destruction?

I an now happlly employed as a dishwasher at “Cathy®s Waffle Stors" in Lark Stirest,
after I just happened io walk in when their old dishwasher had quit giving cue day’s
notice. The “Joint" is small and full of friendly., ((?7)) I°’ve certalnly enjoyed
the two days I°ve worked thers so far. I hope this continues.

You should f£ind enclcsed with your Flame a few coples of a rathsr nifty Britlsh
dipvariant “Range War". I'm doing my best to prombts ithis varlant In the States because
not onlyr is 1t based on a very clever ldea: movable supply cenires -- 1i°s also very
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balenced, playable, and above all fum, I expect you can imagine ths opportmities a
Wild wWest veriant opens for dedicated press writers.

Anyway I was hoping you might open a list in Voice of Doom for Mange War, or
at least reprint it to give it a litide publlcity.

Give us a ring sometime, Barbarm and I will e carless by the weekend
(Mrs. Passoff comes back fxom Hawaii s0 we have to give 1t back). »Perhaps we could
fix you & meal, have a good chat, and then wander off elsewhere for a desveri (ov
memm)a

{(1 will repzint Rangs War in my upcoming annlversary issus. I don’t ofien dizcuse
weriants here, bu® Rangs War does look intriguing, and meybe one cf the GMs who reads
it will want to open & nectlon.

Since thie letler was weltten I have gotten togetder wilili Simon twice, one of
thos being when Joan and Samantha were hevs. I find it fascinating o discuas with
Lim the differsni people and nullooks in both of our hobbiss.

Lots of luck., Simon, and don't eat too many of Cathy's Wafflesl))

Froo 7 Haves

BRUX,

Very conclsely, slice you didn*t ask for my opinlon. 2 comment on Biil Highfield
and your handling of iils thireate on your 1ife. I would have vepoxrted nim to the loesl
pollce and the F.B.I. One doesn’t report Geath threats to the threalener®s smployer
(vho just happens to be the U.S. Navy). I doubt you'd have called McDonald’s or
Wendy's Af Mr. HigzhPleld had workad for one of those organlizzilons., Call ihe cops.

Other stuff l%we hoard only in pessing -~ Kathy quitting the BRC. Tallman glving
you a hard itlme... I don‘t know enough about any of thls stuff 1o really comment cn
ite T will may that feuding is much sasder and safer within the conflnes of the game-
Once 3t gets withoul the context of the game, 1t gets dangexous, personal and =z +ul
{thomah feuding in the Tirst place is not my idea of fun). You certat-l, znd ouvt wiw
your friends are, though,

Hang tough. £ vou think it¥s worth the effort.

. ({X¢n amused :ihwt you feel that I'm Anvolved in these feuds cut of cholce, or
because I think they're fun. Ty, you might as well walk up o zomebody being mugged
on the sireet and tell him that it®s more fun to Fight off opponsnis in a fosiball game.
~ Would I have been deing Highfleld any favor by going to the police inswad of the
Navy? Ha would have been arvested for a felony offense, and the Navy would have
iearned a1l the facts anyway, Flus, he is then asddled with an armest reecrd and very
probably a priscs term. (I checked: sending death threats through the mail is worth
two W tweniy years.; Goldng to the police would have been fine if I were out for
Bill's blood. But what I really wanied was for somecne with authority to sit Bill
down aud 1) tell hiz in no uncertain terus that his actlons had to atop, =ad
2) declde whethor Bill might conceivally be plamning to carry out any of his threais.
The police would have btecn useless for that. I therefore feel I did the right thing.
I will sgree that golng to the police would have Peen a reasonahle course of actlon,
but 1t wasn®t the only reasonable one, and in this case not the bast cna,

I hgve other latters on the Hixhfield Affalr and other toples, which will have to

walt for the annish %y see the light of print. I'm 8till about a month behind in
letters. I willl be caught up next month, }) |

From Mark Frush (8/19/8i),

Dear Brucs,

Conesmlng the fend you are invelved in -~ I'm glad to 1ead your side ~- my thoughts
are mixed -- I doubt that sithexr one of you is totally intocent.

gggiormz's! You dare to questlon my innocence?l By the way. which teud .o vou
mean?
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Just when you thought VD was gettlng too bland...

The RIGEL Affair

Quick question, Doomiess the Russian player signs a dlank sheet of paper and
sends it to France. France fills in some orders for Ruesls, and forwsrds the paper
to the GM., Are these oxders valld?

If you sald yes, you agree wlth me and probably most cther GMs. The Russlan
orders are valld even though France wrote and malled them, becavse the signature on
the paper btelonged to Russin. Indeed, I have accepted such orders In iths past.

Now let’s change the quesstion just a bit. The Russlan player writes France a letter,
slgne 1t at the bottom, and sends ii. France crosses cut the text of the letter,
leaving the slgnature untouched, fills in ascme Russlan orders, and forwarde the paper
to the GM. Are these orders valid?. Before you say no, keep in mind thai there is a
Russlan signature on the paper! Therefore, what is really the difference between this
question ané the first one? The Intent of ihe Russlan player? Rui GMs can’t take
intent into account -~ the M nust simply adjudicate what is therss nc more, no leas.

I wag faced with this dilemma last season in the RICEL game, The Russlan orders
printed in VI #98 were not in fact those sent in by Russia (Dave Kleiman}, but rather
were received in the form of a letter from Kleiman to Ty Hare (the French player). Ty.
had crossed out the text of Dave’s letter, leaving the signature untouched, filled in
some orders for the Russlan unite, dated the orders close to the deadline so that they
would be "lgter" than sny ordere Dave submlitted, and sent this bogus document to me.

Ty had obtained a riding in advance from me (it took me several days of deep
thought to decide how I would rule) and told me precisely what he was doing, 2o
deception of the GM did no% eunter into it. When I finally told Ty that I would accept
the Russian orders as valid, I alsc warned hla that my declsion would in all probabilltiy
be overturned by an ombudsman, should Dave ask for one.

The deadline came and went, and VD #98 went out wlth the bogus Russlan orders.

A few days later, while at KaneKon, I received a phone call from an irate Dave Kleiman,
demanding te know who had submitted those orders. Ruefully, I gave him the whole
story, and told him that 1f he cared to protest I would invoke the "Grsater Good" rule
in the VD Houserules, disaliow the bogus orders, and send out a readjudicatlon. He
considered this carefully for perhaps a nanosecond, and protested. The readJjudication
was sent out, and appears this season with the RIGEL game report. The Russian orders
printed there are the real ones sutmitted by Dave Kleiman.

It might be asked whether I ¥gs correct to accept the Russlan orxders Ty sent in
to begin with. Very techuically, I had to accept them, bul common sense would dictate
otherwise. After all, think of the ramifications: players could be ordering each
others’ units all the time, one player might t.ah; control of all seven cownirles,
outsiders could autmit order for players in a gage, and scv onj all previded they had
correapondsnce from the player in question to which he had affixed his signatuve,
Nobody in the hobby would be safs signing his na.gzo ever sgain. A slmple sub check
would become a blackmalllng tool of monsterous proportlons. Chaos would prevall. The
hobby as we know 1t would cease to function.

The problem is that such common sense consldarations generally cannot and should
“not, play a role in these declelons. It is well imown that in a Volce of Doom game,
you have to operate under the assumptlon that tlv ¥ has neo common Sense., ‘This is

not to say that Bruce Linsey the person hae no common sense, but only that hw w»ill be
extremely niggardly in applying it to hie games., Gemes are run hy the rules, and
goddamnit, rules syre meant to be followed,

However, that's what the "Greater Good" ruls 1s thers for: +to cverrlde those
situations which are so contrary to the dictatss of common sense that even thia & 1s
offended by them, Ty Hare has since called me a "wimp” for btacking down without even
going to an ombudsman, but the po=sidility remaine, however sllight, that the ombudsman
might not have wanted % apply hls compon sense elther and sustained ny ruling on
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those grounds -- and then boy wouid I be up shlt cresk!

On the other side of the coin, Nelson Helniumen (the Gexman player) has accused
me oi"mental masturbatlon” for allowing the orders to begin with, I doubt this «- my
brala would appear not te have yet reached puberty.

S0 what if 1t, Doomies? I'd like to have some vesponses o this situation (wnich
is not a gigentle heax, by the way, in case anyoue has aay doubts) fov next lssve.
Should 1 have alluwed the bogus Russian orders? Was my later decisl.n to dlsallow them
correct? How can I avolid ihis sort of thing in the future? And why do these things
always have to happen in Velee of Doom?

Wmm LT O EROFCARA LR T dEE AOCEP PrORTE LR T IR EILCT R e TR ST T

This issue iz nrobably going to set some sort of record for a VD issus coniaining
ganess 1t may well be in the mail on deadline night (Friday). Here 1t is several
days before the deadline, and XI've got just about everything done except for the games
themselves. It°s & very rare occaslon when VD hits the malls as early ss Saturday,
let alone Friday night! :

Folks, this is tne LASYT CALL for material for my Fifth Anniversary Issue. There
are qgulte a few of you who have promised to send contributions; but haven®t yet.
Flease help out with articles, lettere, Doomie of the Year nominations, responses to
the "Flayer Ethics® article in VD #97, or whatever. The imswe 1s locking reascnably
good at ihe moment, but evexry 1ittle bit helps. Let’s make 1t o greet ons...but I
need your stuff witihin the next week or twe. Fleass.

Game results will go to the players separately by flrsi class mall next month,
but the issue itself will iravel by a slower (and cheaper) means. Therefore, ple:te
don®t panlc when it doesu’+ show up on time -~ it’il te o the way. This is the iast
call for submisalonz...get your maillboxes ready...VD #100 will be wortn the walt, ox
ny name ain’t...

ERUX

Bruce lLiasey
?3 Ashwlot St-cp Apt‘e 3
Dalton, MA 01226



